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THOUGHT OF THE DAY 

 
Idioms and Phrases:  
call the shots  To take the initiative in deciding how something should be done.   
be left in the lurch   To be left or abandoned without assistance in a      
   difficult situation.  
Go on a wild goose chase   To do something pointless 
One Word Substitutions:  

A collection of wild animals kept in captivity for exhibition-Menagerie-वन्य पशशुाला 
A system of law concerned with the punishment of offenders.-criminal law-फौजदारी काननू 

The intention of wrongdoing that constitutes part of a crime, as opposed to the conduct of the accused- 

mens rea - आपराधिक मनःस्थिति 

Important Vocabularies 

Culpable (Adj.)- guilty, blameworthy, responsible- अपराधिक 

Prosecute (V)- accuse, cite, summons- अभियोग चलाना 



Pecuniary (Adj.)- financial, monetary, fiscal- ववत्तीय 

Retribution (N)- punishment, comeuppance, reckoning – प्रतिकार 

Chilling effect (N)- a discouraging or deterring effect, esp. one resulting from a restrictive law or 
regulation. 

Deter (V)- prevent, stop, avert- रोकना 
Liberate (V)- unshackle, unfetter, unchain- मकु्ि करना  

Entrust (V)- assign, charge, endow- सौंपना  
Concise (Adj.)- succinct, short, brief- सकं्षिप्ि 

Misappropriating (V)- thieve, pilfer, embezzle- गबन करना 
Kick in (Phr. Verb)- come into effect – लाग ूहोना  

Editorial (1) 
Layers of Protection 
Protecting honest public servants is important; so are anti-corruption efforts 
The amendments to the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, adopted recently by both Houses of 
Parliament, are a mixed bag. Moves to make changes in this law, aimed at combating corruption in 
government, and are largely centred on the misuse of one provision — Section 13 (1)d, under which 
public servants are culpable for securing a pecuniary advantage for another “without any public 
interest”, for ignoring a foundational principle of criminal law: mens rea. This resulted in many honest 
officials being prosecuted even when they gained nothing and merely exercised their power in favour of 
someone. 
Insofar as it had a chilling effect on governance and deterred bold decision-making, the amended form 
may have a liberating effect on honest officials. 
Besides, it is more concise and restricts criminal misconduct to two offences: misappropriating or 
converting to one’s own use property entrusted to a public servant or is in his control, and amassing 
unexplained wealth.  
Now an explanation has been added that a person “shall be presumed to have intentionally enriched 
himself” if he cannot account for his assets through known sources of income.  
The only exception to this rule is when one is forced to give a bribe. This exception kicks in only when 

the fact that one was forced to pay a bribe is reported to a law enforcement (प्रवर्तन)authority within 

seven days. 
what happens when the police or any other agency refuses to register a complaint? People may be left 

in the lurch with no redress(ननवारण). 

Further, it may render (make) them vulnerable (असरुक्षिर्) to threats from unscrupulous (unethical-

ननर्तज्ज) public servants who collect money to speed up public services but do not deliver. 

Public servants need to be protected against unfair prosecution, but a genuine drive against corruption 

needs a package of legislative measures(कार्तवाही). These should contain penal provisions (prescribing 

punishment), create an ombudsman in theform of a Lokpal or Lokayukta, as well as assure citizens of 
time-bound services and whistle-blower protection (the protection of a person who exposes any kind of 
information or activity that is deemed illegal, unethical, or not correct within an organization that is 
either private or public.). Laws to fulfil these objectives are either not operational or are yet to 

materialize (happen, occur- अमर् में र्ाना). 
 



Jan Lokpal Bill: 
 

 The Jan Lokpal Bill, also referred to as the Citizen's Ombudsman. Bill 
 The word Lokpal was coined in 1963 by L. M. Singhvi, a member of parliament during a debate. 
 It is an anti-corruption bill drawn up by civil society activists in India seeking the appointment of 

a Jan Lokpal, an independent body to investigate corruption cases. This bill also proposes 
improvements to the Lokpal and Lokayukta Bill 2011, which was to be passed by Lok Sabha in 
December 2011. 

TONE 
LAYERS OF PROTECTION 
CRITICAL 
(Relating to criticism; reflecting careful analysis and judgment.)  
 
ROOT WORDS 

vis, vid  see evident- noticeable, vision - the ability to see, envision - to 
picture in the mind; evident - clearly visible, evidential-  
providing evidence. vis-a-vis -a face-to-face meeting, envisage- 
foresee, predict, visionary- imaginative, visible- able to be 
seen, improvident - thoughtless 

viv/i  live, 
life 

revival - the act of bringing back to life, vivacious - high-spirited 
and full of life, vivid- bright, lucid, convivial-  friendly, lively, 
survival- the state or fact of continuing to live or exist, 
viviparous-, bringing forth live young which have developed 
inside the body of the parent, vivisection- the practice of 
performing operations on live animals. 

voc/i
  

voice, 
call 

advocate - to speak in favor of, vocalize - to produce with your 
voice, vociferous-outspoken, vocation – calling, equivocate- 
prevaricate, slavocracy -A ruling group of slaveholders or 
advocates of slavery 

 
SURPRISE QUESTION  
Q.1. What is the meaning of the idiom “Dead Ringer”? 

1) To mourn a dead 
2) To call to the graveyard 
3) Purely Identical 
4) Immoral 
5) Continuous 

OPTION (3) 

               COLUMN 1                    COLUMN 2 



(A) The current 
heatwave has been 
caused by an 
extraordinary stalling 
of the jet stream 
wind, 

(D) Jewish or non-Jewish individuals 
and/or their property, towards Jewish 
community institutions and religious 
facilities. 

(B) Rhetorical and 
physical 
manifestations of anti-
Semitism are directed 
towards 

 (E) which usually funnels cool Atlantic 
weather over the continent. 

(C) Over the past few 
months, the country 
has seen drastically 
ramped up 
censorship, with 
widespread 
allegations 

(F) of military interference in favour of 
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party. 

 
Essay  
Swachh bharat abhiyan  
 
 
 
SWACHH BHARAT ABHIYAN :  
Swachh Bharat Mission or Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is a campaign run by the government and it was 
launched in seeking the way to create a Clean India target by 2019, 2nd of October means 150thbirthday 
anniversary of the Mahatma Gandhi. The father of nation, Mahatma Gandhi was dreamed to make India 
a clean India and always put his hard efforts towards swachhta in India. This is the reason, why Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan was launched on 2nd of October.. To complete the vision of the father of the nation, 
Indian government has decided to launch this campaign. In March 2017, UP CM Yogi Adityanath has also 
banned chewing paan and gutka to ensure cleanliness in UP government offices. 
The aim of the mission is to cover all the rural and urban areas of the country to present this country as 
an ideal country before the world. The mission has targeted aims like eliminating the open defecation, 
converting insanitary toilets into pou flush toilets, eradicating manual scavenging, complete disposal and 
reuse of solid and liquid wastes, bringing behavioural changes to people and motivate health practices, 
spreading cleanliness awareness among people, strengthening the cleanliness systems in the urban and 
rural areas as well as creating user friendly environment for all private sectors interested for investing in 
India for cleanliness maintenance. 
This mission has an interesting theme of inviting nine new people by each and every involved people in 
the campaign and continuing this chain until the each and every citizen of India gets involved in this 
campaign. 
 
Important vocabularies 

Discretionary(Adj.)- optional, non-compulsory, voluntary- वववेकािीन 



Adjudicatory (Adj.)- determine (an issue or dispute) judicially. 

Repose (N)- rest, relaxation, inactivity- आराम 

Citizenry (N)- the citizens of a place regarded collectively.- नागररक 

Dehumanizing (Present Participle)- deprive of positive human qualities.-अमानवीय 

Writ (N)- one's power to enforce compliance or submission; one's authority-िानाशा 
EDITORIAL (2) 
EDITORIAL (2) 
Climb the escalator of reason 
 
Our politicians and courts must avoid the language of retribution 
The Supreme Court’s recent order on mob lynching adjudicates as well as educates on India’s promise of 
secularism and the need for effective prevention in law and order. 
The court also reposes faith in the rule of law. But the court’s criticism of its citizenry for dehumanising 
‘the other’ may hold lessons for our political and judicial leadership too. 
The political class has shown increasing affinity for the death penalty. 
Our political class has opted too often in the recent past to declare certain categories of criminals worth 
eliminating. 
Rationality seems to suffer at the hands of retribution.  
Dehumanisation is the outcome when the court calls upon the ‘collective conscience’ to justify the 
death penalty. 
The elements of dehumanisation are writ large in these impulsive policy decisions and pronouncements. 
Our political class has opted too often in the recent past to declare certain categories of criminals worth 
eliminating.  
For India’s criminal justice system to climb the escalator of reason, our political and judicial leadership 
need to create and preserve a culture of the dispassionate study 
of the human costs and benefits of retribution, no matter how serious the shock to our conscience. 
 
PHRASAL VERBS 
 
Break up break into pieces. I broke the cracker up into pieces and put it in the soup.  
  
Break up  disperse (a crowd),  The police broke the demonstration up before it got   
  stop (a fight)  out of control.  
  
Break up end a relationship Ria and Vivan broke up again.  
Bring about  cause to happen Democracy brought about great change in the lives of   
    the people.   
  
Break down analyze in detail We need to break this problem down in order to solve. 
Tone 
critical 
 
home assignment 
Q. What are the effects of picture and video-based social media sites like Snapchat or Instagram on 
teenage social interaction? (max marks-30) 
 


