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MOTIVATIONAL QUOTE: 

YOU ARE NOT DEFEATED WHEN YOU LOSE. YOU ARE DEFEATED WHEN YOU QUIT. 

आप पराजित तब नहीं होते िब आप हार िात ेहैं| आप तब हारत ेहैं िब आप हार मानकर छोड़ दतेे हैं| 

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES: 

Brick and mortar-relating to or being a traditional business serving customers in a building as contrasted to an online business. 

In tatters-In a ruined condition. 

Roll back-To reduce the power or influence of something. 



Amendment(N)- revision, alteration, change-सशंोधन 

Saddled with-burdened with someone or something. 

Colonial legacy is used as a synonym of Colonialism. This is referred to as a process in which a strong country takes over the control (legal, social and 

political) of a weaker country at their will. 

Parity(N)- equality, equivalence, uniformity-समता 

Junk(V)- discard, dispose of-ठुकराना 

Bring about (Phr. verb)-to cause (something) to happen: 

Compliance(N)- assent, submission-अनपुालन 

Negate(V)- invalidate, nullify-नकारना 

Rationale(N)-reasoning, thinking -मलू कारण 

Moribund(Adj.)- dying, stagnant-मतृप्राय 

Envisage(V)-foresee, predict- पररकल्पना करना 

Deal a bow to something-(Idiom)-make something fail, etc. 

SUNLIGHT AND SHADOW 

The government must roll back amendments that weaken the RTI Act 

As a law that empowers the citizen, the Right to Information Act, 2005 quickly struck(find, achieve-खोि जनकालना) root in a country saddled with the colonial 

legacy of secretive government. The move by the NDA government to amend the far-sighted law aims at eroding(gradually destroy-नष्ट कर दनेा) the 

independence of the Information Commissions at the national level and in the States. The proposed amendments show that the Central government seeks 

control over the tenure, salary and allowances of the Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners at the Centre, and the State Chief 

Information Commissioners. Such a change would eliminate the parity they currently have with the Chief Election Commissioner and Election 

Commissioners and, therefore, equivalence with a judge of the Supreme Court in matters of pay, allowances and conditions of service. The Centre will 

also fix the terms for State Information Commissioners. 

In its rationale for the amendments, the Centre has maintained that unlike the EC, Information Commissions are not constitutional bodies but mere 

statutory(वैधाजनक) creations under the law. 

 A recent public interest petition filed in the Supreme Court by the National Campaign for People’s Right to Information pointed out that the Central 

Information Commission has over 23,500 pending appeals and complaints, and sought the filling up of vacancies in the body. In many States, the 

Commissions are either moribund or working at low capacity owing to vacancies, resulting in a pile-up(accumulation) of appeals. The challenges to the 

working of the law are also increasing, with many State departments ignoring the requirement under Section 4 of the Act to publish information suo motu. 

The law envisaged that voluntary disclosure would reduce the need to file an application. These are the serious lacunae. Any move to enfeeble the RTI Act 

will deal a blow to transparency. 



TONE: 

SHADOW AND SUNLIGHT  

Critical 

(It denotes fault finding attitude of the author.) 

COMMON ERROR 

Read the THREE sentences i.e. (A), (B) and (C) given below respectively and try to find out the sentence(s) which is/are CORRECT among them 

and mark your answer. 

(A)- A tender have been placed for five lakh test kits.  

(B)- We have made dope testing mandatory for a weapons licence. 

(C)- States missed the fiscal deficit target of 3% of GDP. 

1. Only A 

2. Only B 

3. Both B and C 

4. Both A and B 

5. All are correct 

OPTION (3) Solution- ‘has been’ should be used in sentence (A). 

MCQ 

Q. WHO IS THE PRESIDENT OF RUSSIA? 

ANS- VLADIMIR PUTIN 

DESCRIPTIVE PART 

WRITE AN ESSAY ON GST IN 250 WORDS 

The Acronyms GST means Goods and Services, which are collected by the State in lieu of indirect taxes, recently implemented by the Indian Finance 

Ministry was a revolutionary step in the direction of bringing more transparency into the Indian Taxation and Revenue Department. The very purpose of 

this process and system is to develop the country’s economy or to improve the status of the agencies and departments in-charge of producing 

wealth.Similarly, there were different responses to GST. However, the Government implemented it with the purpose of bringing uniformity and 

transparency in the taxation system in the country. GST has many advantages. It will reduce number of indirect taxes. There will also be no hidden taxes, 

which will lower the cost of production. It will make the taxation system corruption free. Technically, GST is good for all. It will help the nation to 

achieve its economical and developmental goals faster. There are many advanced countries in the world where GST is used. We should all welcome this 

new change which has been implemented with the purpose of ending corruption in our country. Initially there will be some people and political parties that 

will raise hue and cry opposing the GST implementation, however soon the entire nation, especially the poor people will reap many benefits of this, GST 



implementation, however soon the entire nation, especially the poor people will reap many benefits of this implementation. The GST changed the whole 

concept since now in the present, only a single taxation term would cover all of those indirect taxes.  

Finally, the GST has over 150 countries applying its principles and major points. The countries where it has been implemented are India, Canada, 

Germany, Japan and etc. It impacts a nation either positively or negatively and all the agencies in-charged of the application of this process must centralize 

on the factors that will produce results and benefits. Use of GST will give a serious improvement in the country’s economy. 

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES: 

Tryst(N)-a private conversation 

Uphold(V)- maintain, sustain- कायम रखना 

Indulgence(N)- satisfaction, satisfying, gratification- सतंजुष्ट 

Introspection(N)- brooding, self-analysis, soul-searching- अन्तददशदन 

Vocation(N)- a person's employment or main occupation - पेशा 

Vet(V)-screen, assess, evaluate- मलू्यांकन करना 

Discerning(Adj.)- discriminating, selective, judicious- समझदार 

Impinge(V)- infringe, invade- उल्लंघन करना 

Subsume(V)- include, involve- जकसी वर्द के अंतर्दत करना 

Reductionist(Adj.)- analysing and describing a complex phenomenon in terms of its simple or fundamental constituents.- न्यनूकारी 

Divergent(Adj.)-different, dissimilar, unlike- जवजिन्न 

Vacuousness(N) - indicative of or marked by mental vacuity and an absence of ideas 

Rant(N)- tirade, harangue, diatribe- दोषारोपण 

Reckless(Adj.)- careless, incautious, heedless- लापरवाह 

Sheen(N)-shine, lustre, gleam- चमक 

TRYST WITH TRUST 

It is time for mainstream media to reclaim its due place as the provider of credible information. 

I hope to uphold that line that divides a subjective indulgence from the honest introspection about one’s chosen vocation. 

Often, young readers ask whether an active blogger or a social media commenter is a journalist. The straightforward answer is ‘no’. This is because none 

of them subject their copy to a multi-tiered process as is the case with journalism. Every report in journalism is vetted by at least two different pairs of 

eyes before it reaches the public sphere, a due diligent process that is unavailable with virtual world publications. The question of accountability makes the 

difference obvious to any discerning reader. 

 Journalism is both a public good and a business. 

 Independent journalism can thrive only when it is economically sustainable.  



 A good journalistic organisation balances its public interest obligations and its financial sustainability, where one does not subsume the 

values of the other. 

 Journalists must not only find out whether it is raining or not, but also inform people that some of their leaders did lie.  

 This means reporting divergent claims, so that readers can make up their mind about whom to trust and whom not to. It would be a 

disservice not to report this.  

 Under-reporting does not respect citizens’ ability to see through propaganda. 

 On the question of comparison between mainstream media and social media, it is worth reading Zadie Smith’s 2010 review of the film The 

Social Network.  

The reckless association between platform giants like Facebook and Cambridge Analytica has removed that sheen. It is time for mainstream media to 

reclaim its due place as the provider of credible information. 

TONE: 

TRYST WITH TRUST 

Technical 

(This tone is generally used to discuss the core ideas of particular fields of study.)  

ASSIGNMENT 

Justify the role of  media in a democracy like India.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


