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                     VOCABULARY of “Slowdown signals”  

Bucking (v-) अवरोध करना, resisting, opposing 

During our independence it took guts to buck the English system. 

Mere (adj+) मात्र, only 

Mere hard work is not enough to crack exam. Consistency is needed. 

Distress (n-) संकट, issue,  

Flood and cyclones bring nothing but distress for people. 

Hinterland (n-) आंतररक इलाके, remote areas 

The hinterland of Kerala is actually beautiful but affected by flood always.  

Metric (n+) मापीय, system or standard of measurement 

Graduation is the metric set up by IBPS for appearing in bank exams. 

Posit (v+) आधार ततव् मान लेना, put forward, propose 

Darwin’s theory posits about survival for the fittest. 

Looming (v-) दिखाई िेना, appearing 

A clear trade war is looming large on India next year. 

Horizon (n+) दिदतज, an imaginary meeting place of land and sky,  outlook 

The sun rose above the horizon. 

She left home to broaden her horizon of knowledge. 

Discernible (adj+) प्रत्यि, visible, noticeable 

The scandal had no discernible impact on the career of the politician.   

Embrace (v) गले ममलना, hug 

besides traditional methods, artists are embracing new technology" 

Exogenous (adj+) बमिर्ाात , growing or originating from outside. 

Bolster (n/v+) सिारा, support 

The food security Bill was passed to bolster the Matrutva Yojana.  

Revamp (v+) सुधार, amend  

The economic policy needs a revamp from the beginning. 

Slowdown signals 

Growth estimates for the second quarter show the challenge of shoring up rural 

demand… 

The growth estimates for the July-September quarter from the Central 

Statistics Office show that the economy’s expansion predictably slowed.  

GDP growth weakened to 7.1%, from the robust 8.2% in April-June, as rising 

oil prices combined with a weakening rupee to dampen demand.  

Growth estimates for the second quarter show the challenge of shoring up rural 

demand… 

Gross value added (GVA) data show five of the eight sectors reflecting the 

slowdown from the first quarter, with only utility services, public 

administration, defence and other services, and trade, hotel, transport, 

communication and broadcasting services bucking the trend.  

 
Growth estimates for the second quarter show the challenge of shoring up rural 

demand… 

Index of Industrial Production data reveal that growth in manufacturing output 

remained becalmed at 4.6% through August-September, and when seen 

alongside the weakness in car and two-wheeler sales, suggest an acceleration 

may be some time away. 

Gross fixed capital formation (GFCF), a key metric for investment demand, 

expanded by a robust 12.5%, building on the first quarter’s 10% increase, and 

constituted 32.3% of GDP.  

An RBI research paper posits that improvement in investment activity is being 

driven by cyclical factors and may last up to 2022-23, when the investment rate 

as measured by the GFCF is estimated to increase to 33% of GDP.  

Here, the latest expenditure and receipts figures released by the Controller-

General of Accounts are not reassuring: the fiscal deficit crossed the budget 

estimate for the full year in just the first seven months, raising the chances that 

the Centre would miss its target of limiting the deficit to 3.3% of GDP.  



 

 

                       phrase/idiom/phrasal verb 

to keep the momentum गदत को बनाए रखने, to continue 

Even if you score few marks you have to keep the momentum. 

crowd out push or force out of a place by filling its space. 

The quick growing grass crowds out new native plants.  

shore up टेक लगाना, support, stop from falling 

The tax cuts are supposed to shore up the economy. 

eke out a living – to get with great effort. प्रयास के साथ पाने 

The farmers are still eking out their living with difficulty. 

  

Job creation at the farmer’s doorstep 

The conversation on raising farmer income needs to embrace non-farm 

diversification… 

The Telangana government’s recent announcement of the Rythu Bandhu 

scheme has spotlighted the policy of utilising cash transfer to assist land-owning 

farmers with a non-agricultural income - instead of the traditional policy 

measures of price interventions, trade restrictions and farm loan waivers. 

 

The conversation on raising farmer income needs to embrace non-farm 

diversification… 

While the scheme is nominally intended as investment support for inputs such 

as seeds and pesticides, it implies a transfer of ₹8,000 per acre for every  

landowning farmer over  

two crop seasons. 

 
The conversation on raising farmer income needs to embrace non-farm 

diversification… 

Rural India’s economic situation continues to worsen.  

A recent survey by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 

(All India Rural Financial Inclusion Survey) shows that the average monthly 

income of rural households is ₹8,059, with agricultural households deriving only 

43% of their income from agriculture. 

 

While agricultural households typically had a higher income than non-

agricultural households, they had higher debt on average (₹1,04,602 and 

₹76,731, respectively). 

The government has sought to double farmer income by raising minimum 

support prices, but such initiatives would apply directly only to 48% of rural 

India, with non-agricultural households being left behind.  

Perhaps we need to look at alternative sources of income.  

Final words… 

While India’s post-Independence rural policy has primarily been about driving 

people away from agriculture and towards cities, we must now incentivise job 

creation at their doorstep. 

Feroze Varun Gandhi is a Member of Parliament, representing the Sultanpur 

constituency for the BJP.  

His book, ‘A Rural Manifesto’, has just been published 

 

Final words…
With multiple uncertainties looming

on the global trade and growth

horizon and elections approaching,

India’s economic managers will

need to be at their best to keep the

momentum from sliding.
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