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VOCABULARY of “Jaitapur: A risky and expensive project” 

Actuating (v+) सक्रिय करना, operate, activated 

Inexplicable (adj+) अकथनीय, indescribable 

Surplus (adj+) अक्रिररक्त, extra, additional 

Site (n+) क्रनर्ााण-स्थान, construction place 

Grid (n+) जाल, gauze, grill 

Cumulative (adj+) संक्रिि, collective 

Pertained (v2/adj+)) संबंक्रिि, related to 

Barrier (n-) अवरोि, obstacle 

Exacerbate (v-) ख़राब करना, worsen, aggravate 

Flawed (v2-) तु्रक्रिपूणा, mistook 

Absolving (v+) दोषर्ुक्त करना, acquit, release 

Recourse (n+) आश्रय, option, resort 

Hazard (v-) जोक्रिर्, danger 

Accentuated (v2+) क्रिह्न करना, underline 

Engulfed (v2-) क्रिरा हुआ, envelop  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Answers of “Reading Comprehension” 

 (LEFT OUT, ABUSED)  

               

1. (E)     2. (E)    3. (C) 

4. (E)     5. (E)    6. (D) 

7. (E) 

Questions of “Reading Comprehension” 

(India’s Atlantic challenge)  

1. Which of the following is “TRUE” according to passage? 

A. With the U.K., India’s trade in 2019 depends on the twists and turns of Brexit 

politics, both in London and in U.S. 

B. Considering the U.S., the Trump administration is not attempting to replace the 

rules-based trade order with a bilateral trade agreements. 

C. Mr. Narendra Modi’s speech at Brussels in January 2018 explained why trade 

protectionism was a worrisome phenomenon. 

D. A and C 

E. All of these 

 2. What, according to passage, is a broader disadvantage for 

 India of a spiralling trade war with the U.S? 

A. It can go out of control of the trade relationship. 

B. It can create rifts in areas of security and diplomacy. 

C. It can give a boost to China. 

D. A and B 

E. All of these 

 3. Which of the following words is SIMILAR in meaning to  

“LINGERING” as used in the context of the passage? 

A. Ignored  

B. Crating  

C. Persisting  

D. Negotiating  

E. Permanent  

  4. Which of the following is “FALSE” according to passage? 

A. U.S. President Donald Trump’s ‘America First’ policy would ease tariff and 

subsidy hiccups, ending in protracted trade battle. 

B. Discussion on FTA with the EU must be resumed and a similar conversation must 

be launched with the U.K. 

C. U.S. and China engaged in a tit-for-tat tariff policy, giving momentum to global 

trends towards trade protectionism.  

D. The trade experience of 2018 provides a sense of what could happen in 2019 vis-

à-vis India-U.S. trade relations. 

E. All of these. 

 5. What, according to passage, are the reasons for the economic 

 challenges that  might rock India’s boat of economic growth? 

A. India may be looking at unexpected complications regarding trade adjustment if 

U.K. has a hard-BREXIT. 

B. A U.K.-India Free Trade Agreement (FTA) may be out of the question after the 

BREXIT. 

C. ‘America First’ policy could lead to more tariff and subsidy hiccups.  

D. A future trade battle will be awaiting after the BREXIT.  

E. All of these. 

  6. Which of the following words is OPPOSITE in meaning to  

“DEEP-POCKETED” as used in the context of the passage? 

A. affluent 

B. financial strong 

C. stranglehold 

D. indigent 

E. stable 

  7. why, according to passage, was trade protectionism a 

 worrisome phenomenon.?  

A. Hike in import duties on 29 American export products, including pulses and iron 

and steel products.. 

B. India’s original stand on trade issue, which was pro-globalisation. 

C. Global trends towards trade protectionism. 

D. None of these. 

E. All of these. 

Jaitapur: A risky and expensive project 
Unless the government is transparent about details, it will be 

engulfed in yet another controversy… 

In Dec, the French company Électricité de France (EDF) submitted 
a “techno-commercial proposal” to the Indian government 
for the Jaitapur nuclear power project in Maharashtra.  

 The idea of importing six nuclear European Pressurised 
Reactors (EPRs) was initiated by the United Progressive 
Alliance government more than a decade ago, but the 
project had made little progress due to concerns about the 
economics and safety of the EPRs, local opposition, and the 
collapse of the initial French corporate partner, Areva. 

 Despite these problems, in the past few months, the Modi 
government has taken several high-level steps towards 
actuating the project. 

 

 In March 2018, Électricité de France (EDF) and the Nuclear 
Power Corporation of India (NPCIL) signed an “industrial 
way forward” agreement in the presence of PM Narendra 
Modi and French President  

    Emmanuel Macron. 



 
 Last month, after meeting the French Foreign Minister, Jean-

Yves Le Drian, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 
announced that “both countries are working to start the 
Jaitapur project as soon as possible”. 

 Moreover, with the Indian power sector facing surplus 
capacity and a crisis of non-performing assets (NPAs), a large 
investment in the Jaitapur project is particularly risky. 

 

 It is clear that electricity from the Jaitapur project will be 
more expensive than many other sources of electricity, 
including solar and wind power.  

 Using international estimates of capital costs for EPRs 
(European Pressurised Reactors) from the 2010-2012 
period, and after adjusting for cost savings in India, we had 
shown in 2013 that first year tariffs from the project would 
be around ₹15 per kilowatt-hour.  

 

 Even this figure must be revised upwards to account for the 
construction experience with EPRs over the past five years. 

 The first EPR entered commercial operation in December 
2018 at the Taishan site in China, five years later than 
originally projected.  

 Its final capital cost was estimated by industry sources to be 
“40% over the original estimate”. 

 While nuclear costs have been rising, other low-carbon 
sources of electricity, especially solar energy, have become 
cheaper. In 2010-11, tariffs for solar photovoltaic (PV) 
projects under the National Solar Mission were between 
₹10.95 and ₹12.76 per unit. 

 But several projects approved under Phase II of the mission 
have been connected to the grid in the last year with tariffs 
below ₹5 per unit. In recent auctions for solar PV projects, 
winning tariff bids in the range of ₹2 to ₹2.50 per unit have 
become routine. 

 

 In addition to the high costs, safety problems with the 
reactor design and construction have emerged in several 
EPRs (European Pressurised Reactors). 

 When completed, Jaitapur “will be the largest nuclear 
power plant in the world”.  

 In the event of an accident, the nuclear liability law would 
require the public sector NPCIL to compensate victims and 
pay for clean-up, while largely absolving EDF of 
responsibility. 

Conclusion    
 The Modi-Macron statement “emphasized the need for the 

project to generate cost-effective electricity”.  
 It is hard to see how this is possible. To begin with, the 

government must answer several specific questions: how 
much will the entire project cost, who will be accountable 
for cost increases and delays, and what is the precise 
arrangement that the government has reached with France 
on liability? 

Q.1 Which of the following options is not true about the ‘FTA’?  

 1. A Free trade agreement can be an agreement between only two countries 

 (bilateral). 

 2. Full form of FTA - Free Trade Agreement or Free Trade Area 

 3. The aim of a free-trade area is to reduce barriers to exchange so that trade 

 can grow 

 4. Only 1 

 5. Only 2 

Ans: 4 

Q.2 Which of the following statements is NOT correct about the EU? 

 1. All the member countries of the EU use EURO as the currency of their 

 state. (28 members) 

 2. Germany is the founder member of the EU 

 3. Croatia is the latest member of the EU (Join in 2013) 

 4. European Union headquarters is in Belgium 

 5. None of these 

Ans: 1 

Q.3  When was the Central Bureau of Investigation established ? 

 1. 1950 

 2. 1953 

 3. 1963 

 4. 1965 

 5. None 

Ans: 3 

Q.4   ‘Central Bureau of Investigation’ motto is - 

 1. Duty, honour, courage 

 2. I shall take care of welfare 

 3. We protect 

 4. Knowledge is power 

 5. Industry, Impartiality, Integrity 

Ans: 5 

Q.5  Amidst the 18 hills, Ayyappan’s temple called Sabarimala is   located in the 

__________, Kerala. 

 1. Eravikulam National Park 

 2. Silent Valley National Park 

 3. Periyar National Park 

 4. Idukki Wildlife Sanctuary 

 5. None of these 

Ans: 3 
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