
 

EDITORIAL (27 March 2019)

 
------------------------------- QUIZ OF THE DAY -------------------------------------- 

Q. Which of the following option/s is/are TRUE about 'An Electoral Bond' ??? 

1. An Electoral Bond is just like a promissory note. 

2. An individual can buy Electoral Bonds, either singly or jointly with other 

individuals. 

3. The bonds are issued in multiples of 1000, 10000, 1 lakh, 10 lakh, 1 crore. 

4. Only 1 & 3 

5. All of the above 

 

 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

 To provide an assured income support to the small and marginal 

farmers, the Government is launching the Pradhan Mantri Kisan 

Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN).  

 While presenting the Interim Budget 2019-20 in Parliament the Union 

Minister for Finance, Corporate Affairs, Railways & Coal, Piyush 

Goyal said, “Under this programme, vulnerable (कमजोर) landholding 

farmer families, having cultivable land upto 2 hectares, will be 

provided direct income support at the rate of ₹6,000 per year.  

 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

 This income support will be transferred directly into the bank 

accounts of beneficiary farmers, in 3 equal instalments of ₹2,000 each.  

 This programme will be funded by Government of India.  

 Around 12 crore small and marginal farmer families are expected to 

benefit from this.  

 The programme would be made effective from 1st Dec 2018 and the 

first installment for the period upto 31st March 2019 would be paid 

during this year itself.  

 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

 This programme will entail an annual expenditure of ₹75,000 cr. 

 PM-KISAN would not only provide assured supplemental (अतिररक्त) 

income to the most vulnerable (कमजोर) farmer families, but would also 

meet their emergent (आकतममक) needs especially before the harvest 

season.  

 PM-KISAN would pave the way for the farmers to earn and live a 

respectable living. 

 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

 The promised transfer of ₹6,000 every year amounts to an average of 

₹500 per month.  

 The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 

(NABARD) in its Rural Financial Inclusion Survey 2015-16 had 

estimated farmer’s average monthly income from cultivation at 

₹3,140. 

 Therefore income support of an average of ₹500 per month comes out 

to be 16% of a farmer’s average monthly income from cultivation. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Barring arms 

In banning semi-automatic guns, New Zealand has set an example for other 

countries… 

Just days after a terrorist attacked two mosques in Christchurch, gunning dead 

50 worshippers and injuring dozens in a hail of bullets, New Zealand Prime 

Minister Jacinda Ardern announced a ban on military style semi-automatics 

(MSSA) and assault rifles. 

 

 The terrorist, a self-avowed white-supremacist, had wielded more 

than one semi-automatic weapon during his murderous assault, 

heightening the lethality of the attack.  

 “On 15 March our history changed forever.  

 Now, our laws will too,” Ms. Ardern said, explaining that the changes 

to the gun laws were aimed at making the country a safer place.  

 That it took the lives of 50 people for New Zealand to tighten its gun 

laws is tragic, but the alacrity (ित्परिा) with which Ms. Ardern reacted 

in imposing the ban on MSSA and assault rifles has deservedly (उतिि 

रूप से) won her global acclaim (प्रशंसा).  

 While New Zealanders don’t enjoy a constitutional right to bear arms 

— like the U.S. Second Amendment protection — the island nation of 

just under five million people has traditionally had a high level of gun 

ownership, with estimates putting the figure upwards of 1.2 million 

firearms. 

 In Australia’s case too, the 1996 National Firearms Agreement and 

buyback programme followed a deadly massacre in Tasmania’s Port 

Arthur earlier that year. 

 A lone gunman had used a semi-automatic rifle to shoot and kill 35 

people, and wound 18 others, in a rampage across multiple locations 

in the popular tourist area. 

 The fact that MSSA are almost twice as deadly in killing and maiming 

victims at the far end of a violent shooter’s sights was affirmed by a 

study published last September in The Journal of the American 

Medical Association.  
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