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VOCABULARY 

Eradicated (v2/v3/adj+) जड़ से मिटाना, abolish 

Several malpractices were eradicated from the society. 

Tantamount (adj+) बराबर, equal 

Not taking action against injustice is tantamount to negligence of duty. 

Insurmountable (adj+) अजेय, unconquerable 

There are insurmountable difficulties in ensuring equal opportunities for all 

pupils. 

Palliative (adj/n+) शाांमि देनेवाला, soothing, sedative 

orthodox medicines tend to be palliative rather than curative. 

Imprudent (adj-) असावधान, unwise, incautious 

The banks were imprudent in making the loans. 

Requisite (adj+) अपेक्षित, required 

The application will not be processed until the requisite fee is paid. 

Wherewithal (n+) money, धन 

She had the wherewithal to buy anything which took her fancy. 

Discernible (adj+) प्रत्यि, obvious 

The scandal had no discernible effect on his career. 

Alleviating (v4/adj+) कम करना, reduce 

The medicine e couldn't prevent her pain, only alleviate it. 

Surged (v2/v3/adj+) लहर उठना, rush, stream 

Contaminated water surged into people's homes. 

 

 
Necessary steps to ending poverty 

• It is by now close to 50 years since Indira Gandhi brought the idea of 

eradicating poverty into the electoral arena in India. ‘Garibi Hatao’ 

had been her slogan. So, if there had been a focus on poverty even 50 

years ago, why have we not seen it end?  

• This is because the approach of public policy to the problem has been 

to initiate schemes which could serve as no more than a palliative, as 

suggested by the very term ‘poverty alleviation’ commonly used in the 

discourse of this time.  

• These schemes failed to go to the root of poverty, which is capability 

deprivation that leaves an individual unable to earn sufficient income 

through work or entrepreneurship. 



 
• In the run-up to the elections now, schemes guaranteeing income to 

the poor through budgetary transfers have been announced by both 

the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Congress.  

• Actually, the BJP’s Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-

Kisan), paying farm households below a threshold ₹6,000 a year, is 

already in place. We can think of agricultural labourers and urban 

pavement dwellers as equally deserving of support as poor farmers.  

• The PM-Kisan has, however, been dwarfed by the promise of the 

Nyuntam Aay Yojana (NYAY) of the Congress, which envisages an 

annual transfer 12 times greater to the poorest 20% households. While 

this scheme is not discriminatory, it is severely challenged by the issue 

of beneficiary identification in real time.  

• It is estimated to cost ₹3.6 lakh crore per annum at current prices. This 

comes to approximately 13% of the central budgetary outlay for 2019-

20. But the point is that at 13% of outlay, NYAY would amount to 

more than twice the combined expenditure on health and education 

and more than capital expenditure in the same budget, they being the 

items of public expenditure that most impact poverty in the long run. 

• 

So, for the implementation of a publicly-funded universal basic 

income (UBI) scheme in India, we can say that, universal basic services 

(UBS) from public sources are needed, though not necessarily 

financed through the budget.  

• The original case for a UBI came from European economists. This is 

not entirely surprising. Europe is perhaps saturated with publicly 

provided UBS. Also the state in some of its countries is immensely 

wealthy. So if a part of the public revenues is paid out as basic income, 

the project of providing public services there will not be affected. 

Capital and Currencies 

 Columbia-  Bogotá, Colombian peso 

 Peru- Lima, Sol 

 Brazil- Brasília, Brazilian real 

 Venezuela- Caracas 

 Venezuelan bolívar, Sovereign Bolivar 

 Chile-  Santiago, Chilean peso 

 Bolivia-  Sucre, Bolivian boliviano 
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