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VOCABULARY 

Tarnished (v2/v3/adj-) कलंककत,  discolour, stain,  besmirch, blacken, blemish, 

Any rash actions could not tarnish his reputation as a politician. 

Cusp (n+) नोक, point 

Those on the cusp of adulthood must join politics and serve the country.  

Unpalatable (adj-) कड़ा, अस्व़ाकिषट् 

The unpalatable fact is that many of the world's people are starving. 

Harrowing (v4/adj-) शोकजनक, worrisome 

The movie presented some harrowing pictures of starving children. 

Colossal (adj-) अकत कवश़ाल, massive 

The earthquake caused colossal damage to life and property. 

Dispelled (v2/v3/adj+) िूर हो ज़ाऩा, banish, eliminate 

The sunrays did nothing but dispelled the dejection of the mine workers. 

Pertinent (adj+) उकित, appropriate, related 

The judge asked the accused a lot of very pertinent questions. 

Espouses (v+) सह़ायत़ा िेऩा, help, support 

The government espoused the concept of sustainable economic development. 

Meddling (v4-) हस्तके्षप करऩा, interfere 

I don't want anyone meddling in my affairs. 

Reconnoitre (n+) तलाश, search, observation 

The investigating agencies reconnoitered the are before the air strike. 

 

 
The governance dashboard 

• Towards the end of the second term of the United Progressive 

Alliance government (UPA-II), from 2009 to 2014, the corporate 

sector (captains of industry) had become thoroughly disappointed 

with the slow rate of “progress” being made.  

• The reputation of UPA-II had been tarnished by several high-profile 

corruption scandals. Significant sections of the Indian elite, both 

urban and rural, were also upset about the government’s modest 

welfare schemes such as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Scheme (MNREGS) and also rights and 

entitlements such as the Right to Information, Right to Education 

and the Land Acquisition Act, 2013. 

• The elites and upper middle-income groups were ready to strike 

back and found in Narendra Modi an able politician who could 

spearhead their agenda.  

• Two issues that are important in evaluating any regime are economic 

growth and distribution. India, of course, has been celebrated along 

with China as the growth engine of the world in recent decades. Has 

the economy under NDA-II outperformed in comparison to previous 

governments? comparisons very difficult.  

• From the data in this volume, it is clear that NDA-II has 

underperformed in comparison with UPA-I and is broadly 

comparable to UPA-II. Average annual growth rates of GDP under 

NDA-II are estimated at 7.4% (the corresponding figures for UPA-I 

and UPA-II are 8.4% and 7.2%, respectively). 

• The two major signature policies that the government undertook — 

demonetization (ostensibly to root out corruption) and the goods and 

services tax (GST) — have proved to be colossal disasters for the 

economy and the vast majority of Indians. 

• Any doubts about the adverse impact of these policies is dispelled by 

the analysis in the volume. Comparing the periods before and after 

demonetization, while the world economy witnessed improved 

growth (2.6% to 3.1%), the Indian economy suffered a growth 

decline from 7.8% to 6.8%. 

• While it is amply clear that the current regime has failed to deliver 

on its promises of development and clean government, its true 

objective has always been to usher in a different kind of an economy 

and polity than the one that the UPA espoused — one that is more 

corporate and rural elite-friendly.  


