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Hello everyone, today is 21-11-2018, in the previous Study Notes, we covered only Reading 
Section, where we had many Reading comprehensions for practice, we have received 
much of the positive response from that Study Notes.

Considering the previous one, we have come with the study notes of Grammar section which 
includes the section of parts of speech basically NOUN this time and with that we 
have covered some practice exercise of errors phrase replacement and one or two 
para jumbles too, in this study notes you will get to know more about nouns and with a 
practice of various topics based on Grammar Section.

Here we would like to wish you all the best for your exercise and start practicing and check your 
level of preparation.

NOUN 

 
  A noun (from Latin nōmen, literally meaning "name") is a word that functions as the name of 

some specific thing or set of things, such as living creatures, objects, places, actions, qualities, 
states of existence, or ideas.[2][note 1]Linguistically, a noun is a member of a large, open part 
of speech whose members can occur as the main word in the subject of a clause, the object of a 
verb, or the object of a preposition.[3]

   Lexical categories (parts of speech) are defined in terms of the ways in which their members 
combine with other kinds of expressions. The syntactic rules for nouns differ from language 
to language. In English, nouns are those words which can occur with articles and attributive 
adjectives and can function as the head of a noun phrase.

History Word classes (parts of speech) were described by Sanskrit grammarians from at least the 5th 
century BC. In Yāska's Nirukta, the noun (nāma) is one of the four main categories of words 
defined.[4]

   The Ancient Greek equivalent was ónoma (Rs.νομα), referred to by Plato in the Cratylus 
dialog, and later listed as one of the eight parts of speech in The Art of Grammar, attributed to 
Dionysius Thrax (2nd century BC). The term used in Latin grammar was nōmen. All of these 
terms for "noun" were also words meaning "name".[5] The English word noun is derived from 
the Latin term, through the Anglo-Norman noun.

   The word classes were defined partly by the grammatical forms that they take. In Sanskrit, 
Greek and Latin, for example, nouns are categorized by gender and inflected for case and 
number. Because adjectives share these three grammatical categories, adjectives are placed in 
the same class as nouns.
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	 		 Similarly,	 the	 Latin	 nōmen	 includes	 both	 nouns	 (substantives)	 and	 adjectives,	
as	originally	did	 the	English	word	noun,	 the	 two	types	being	distinguished	as	nouns	
substantive	and	nouns	adjective	(or	substantive	nouns	and	adjective	nouns,	or	short	
substantives	and	adjectives).	(The	word	nominal	is	now	sometimes	used	to	denote	a	
class	that	includes	both	nouns	and	adjectives.)

   Many European languages use a cognate of the word substantive as the basic term for 
noun (for example, Spanish sustantivo, "noun"). Nouns in the dictionaries of such languages 
are demarked by the abbreviation s. or sb. instead of n., which may be used for proper nouns 
or neuter nouns instead. In English, some modern authors use the word substantive to refer to 
a class that includes both nouns (single words) and noun phrases (multiword units, also called 
noun equivalents).[6] It can also be used as a counterpart to attributive when distinguishing 
between a noun being used as the head (main word) of a noun phrase and a noun being used as a 
noun adjunct. For example, the noun knee can be said to be used substantively in my knee hurts, 
but attributively in the patient needed knee replacement.

Definitions of Noun
 Nouns have sometimes been defined in terms of the grammatical categories to which they are 

subject (classed by gender, inflected for case and number). Such definitions tend to be language-
specific, since nouns do not have the same categories in all languages.

   Nouns are frequently defined, particularly in informal contexts, in terms of their semantic 
properties (their meanings). Nouns are described as words that refer to a person, place, thing, 
event, substance, quality, quantity, etc. However this type of definition has been criticized by 
contemporary linguists as being uninformative.[7]

   There have been offered several examples of English-language nouns which do not have 
any reference: drought, enjoyment, finesse, behalf (as found in on behalf of), dint (in dint of), 
and sake (for the sake of). Moreover, there may be a relationship similar to reference in the case 
of other parts of speech: the verbs to rain or to mother; many adjectives, like red; and there is 
little difference between the adverb gleefully and the noun-based phrase with glee. 

   There are placeholder names, such as the legal fiction reasonable person (whose existence 
is not in question), an experimental artifact, or personifications such as gremlin.

   Linguists often prefer to define nouns (and other lexical categories) in terms of their formal 
properties. These include morphological information, such as what prefixes or suffixes they take, 
and also their syntax – how they combine with other words and expressions of particular types. 
Such definitions may nonetheless still be language-specific, since syntax as well as morphology 
varies between languages. For example, in English it might be noted that nouns are words that 
can co-occur with definite articles (as stated at the start of this article), but this would not apply 
in Russian, which has no definite articles.

   There have been several attempts, sometimes controversial, to produce a stricter definition 
of nouns on a semantic basis. Some of these are referenced in the § Further reading section 
below.

Gender: 
 In some languages, genders are assigned to nouns, such as masculine, feminine and neuter (or 

other combinations). The gender of a noun (as well as its number and case, where applicable) 
will often entail agreement in words that modify or are related to it. For example, in French, the 
singular form of the definite article is le with masculine nouns and la with feminines; adjectives 
and certain verb forms also change (with the addition of -e with feminines). Grammatical gender 
often correlates with the form of the noun and the inflection pattern it follows; for example, in 
both Italian and Russian most nouns ending -a are feminine. Gender can also correlate with the 
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sex of the noun's referent, particularly in the case of nouns denoting people (and sometimes 
animals). Nouns arguably do not have gender in Modern English, although many of them denote 
people or animals of a specific sex, and pronouns that refer to nouns must take the appropriate 
gender for that noun. (The girl lost herspectacles.)

Classification of nouns

    
Proper nouns and common nouns

A proper noun or proper name is a noun representing unique entities (such as Pakistan, Pegasus, 
Jupiter, Confucius, or Pequod), as distinguished from common nouns which describe a class of 
entities (such as country, animal, planet, person or ship).
Example Sentences of Proper Noun
My name is Mark.
Her name is Sofie.
Come Tom, let us go for a walk.
Hello Jack! Will you play with me?
My cousin lives in Norway.
These bears are from China.
Albert Einstein was born in Germany.
I visited the Taj Mahal in India.
Fio and Laa are close friends.
Note:
The days of the week and the months of the year are proper nouns.
Example Sentences
Christmas is my favourite festival.
My mother likes Mother’s Day.
We will celebrate New Year’s Eve.
The names of buildings, mountains, rivers and seas are also proper nouns.
Example Sentences
I have seen the Great Wall of China.
Last year we visited the Niagara Falls.
Many people  have climber the Mount Everest.
River Nile is very long.

Common Noun
  Common nouns are naming words that are common to people, places, things and animals 
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etc. Common nouns do not define any particular person, place or thing. They are general names. 
So, they are not capitalized unless they begin a sentence. For example boy, girl, doctor, town, 
city, dog, car and so on.
Example Sentences of Common Noun
Teachers teach in school.
Birds live on trees.
I love to read storybooks.
Sally’s mother is a doctor.
These chocolates and cakes are so delicious.
Identify and learn about proper nouns and common nouns in the list of sentences below.
Sony produces cameras too.
Alicia and Cathy were playing with a doll.
Sandy is joining school today.
Hens have laid eggs at Todd‘s farm.
The postman Mr. Robert was carrying postcards.
In above examples the words in purple colour are proper noun whereas words in green colour 
are common nouns.
Countable and uncountable nouns
Count nouns or countable nouns are common nouns that can take a plural, can combine with 
numerals or counting quantifiers (e.g., one, two, several, every, most), and can take an indefinite 
article such as a or an (in languages which have such articles). Examples of count nouns are 
chair, nose, and occasion.
Mass nouns or uncountable (or non-count) nouns differ from count nouns in precisely that 
respect: they cannot take plurals or combine with number words or the above type of quantifiers. 
For example, it is not possible to refer to a furniture or three furnitures. This is true even though 
the pieces of furniture comprising furniture could be counted. Thus the distinction between mass 
and count nouns should not be made in terms of what sorts of things the nouns refer to, but rather 
in terms of how the nouns present these entities.[12][13]
Many nouns have both countable and uncountable uses; for example, beer is countable in "give 
me three beers", but uncountable in "he likes beer".
Collective nouns
Collective nouns are nouns that – even when they are inflected for the singular – refer to groups 
consisting of more than one individual or entity. Examples include committee, government, and 
police. In English these nouns may be followed by a singular or a plural verb and referred to by 
a singular or plural pronoun, the singular being generally preferred when referring to the body 
as a unit and the plural often being preferred, especially in British English, when emphasizing 
the individual members. 
Some collective nouns are used to name a group of animals and birds.
A flock of sheep.
A herd of cattle.
A stud of horses.
A gaggle of geese.
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A litter of cubs.
A flock of birds.
A shoal of fish.
A pack of wolves.
A swarm of bees.
Some collective nouns define a group of people.
A crew of sailors.
An army of soldiers.
A band of musicians.
A class of pupils.
A troupe of actors.
A panel of judges.
A gang of robbers.
There are some collective nouns that stand for a group of things.
A bunch of keys.
A pile of clothes.
A collection of books.
A string of pearls.
A set of stamps.
A galaxy of stars.
A pack of cards.
An atlas of maps.
A bouquet of flowers.
A bunch of grapes.
Example Sentences of Collective Noun
My maternal aunt bought me a pair of tennis shoes.
At the playground, you get to observe a colony of ants.
A pile of clothes was kept on the bed.
I need to finish an agenda of tasks before I leave.
There is a network of computers in Joseph’s office. 
Examples of acceptable and unacceptable use given by Gowers in Plain Words include:
"A committee was appointed to consider this subject." (singular)
"The committee were unable to agree." (plural)
* "The committee were of one mind when I sat on them" (unacceptable use of plural)
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Concrete nouns and abstract nouns

Concrete nouns refer to physical entities that can, in principle at least (i.e. different schools of 
philosophy and sciences may question the assumption, but, for the most part, people agree to the 
existence of something. E.g. a rock, a tree, universe), be observed by at least one of the senses 
(for instance, chair, apple, Janet or atom). Abstract nouns, on the other hand, refer to abstract 
objects; that is, ideas or concepts (such as justice or hatred). While this distinction is sometimes 
exclusive, some nouns have multiple senses, including both concrete and abstract ones: consider, 
for example, the noun art, which usually refers to a concept (e.g., Art is an important element 
of human culture.) but which can refer to a specific artwork in certain contexts (e.g., I put my 
daughter's art up on the fridge.)

  Some abstract nouns developed etymologically by figurative extension from literal roots. These 
include drawback, fraction, holdout and uptake. Similarly, some nouns have both abstract and 
concrete senses, with the latter having developed by figurative extension from the former. These 
include view, filter, structure and key.

   In English, many abstract nouns are formed by adding a suffix (-ness, -ity, -ion) to 
adjectives or verbs. Examples are happiness (from the adjective happy), circulation (from the 
verb circulate) and serenity (from the adjective serene).

Alienable vs. Inalienable Nouns
   Some world languages refer to nouns differently, depending on how ownership is being 

given for the given noun. This can be broken into two categories: Alienable and Inalienable. An 
alienable noun is something that does not belong to a person indefinitely. Inalienable nouns, on 
the other hand, is something that is possessed definitely. Examples of alienable nouns would be 
a tree or a shirt or roads. Examples of inalienable nouns would be a father or shadow or hair.

Possessive Noun
  A possessive noun is a word that names who or what has or owns something. We add an 
apostrophe and s (‘s) to form the possessive of most singular nouns.
Example Sentences of Possessive Noun
This is Bob’s skateboard. (Means – The skateboard belongs to Bob)
This is Ian’s Coat. (Means – The coat belongs to Ian)
Papa bought a new frame for grandpa’s spectacles.
Ted’s dream for a bicycle came true on his birthday.
Julia’s homework was not checked.
Sometimes we need to show possession for plural nouns or where the owners are more than one. 
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In such cases we add an apostrophe at the end.
A girls’ school is located near my house.
We should not harm the birds’ nests.
Number Noun
Number nouns denote one or many. There are two kinds of number nouns:
Singular number noun – It stands for one person, animal, thing or place.
Plural number noun – It stands for more than one person, animal, thing or place.
For example: One toy, three balls, two dogs, five cars, nine planets and so on.
Generally, by adding a ‘s’ at the end, we can change a singular noun to a plural noun.
There are different rules we follow to change a singular noun to a plural noun.
Rule 1
When a singular noun ends with a ‘y’ after a consonant, we remove the ‘y’ and add ‘ies’.
For example:
City – Cities
Lady – Ladies
Story – Stories
Consonants are all other letters except vowels (a, e, i, o, u).
Rule 2
If there is vowel before ‘y’ just add s to form its plural.
For example:
Boy – Boys
Day – Days
Trolley – Trolleys
Toy – Toys
Rule 3
When a singular noun ends with ‘o’ after a vowel, add ‘s’ to make it a plural noun.
For example:
Bamboo – Bamboos
Radio – Radios
Video – Videos
Rule 4
When a singular noun ends with ‘o’ after a consonant, we add ‘es’ to make it a plural noun.
For example:
Tomato – Tomatoes
Volcano – Volcanoes
Hero – Heroes
It is also possible that for few nouns ending with ‘o’ preceded by a consonant, we add the letter 
‘s’ to form their plurals.
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For example:
Piano – Pianos
Photo – Photos
Rule 5
If a singular noun ends with a sound like ‘s’ such as ‘ss’, ‘sh’, ‘ch’, ‘x’, ‘z’, ‘tch’, we add ‘es’ to 
make it plural.
For example:
Box – Boxes
Watch – Watches
Dress – Dresses
Quiz – Quizzes
Rule 6
If a singular noun ends with ‘f’ or ‘fe’, change the ‘f’ into ‘v’ and add ‘es’ to make it plural.
For example:
Life – Lives
Calf – Calves
Loaf – Loaves
Knife – Knives
Irregular Plural
Plurals of some nouns remains the same.
For example:
Fish – Fish
Deer – Deer
Cattle – Cattle
Sheep – Sheep
Bison – Bison
Plural of some nouns are totally different from their singular form.
For example:
Mouse – Mice
Ox – Oxen
Cactus – Cacti
Child – Children
Man – Men
Some nouns are always plural like pants, jeans, shorts, tongs, scissors, hair and sunglasses.
Compound Noun
There are three type of compound noun.
open or separated — space between words (eg.: tennis shoe)
hyphenated — hyphen between words (eg.: six-pack)
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closed or solid — no space or hyphen between words (eg.: bedroom)

 Sometimes compound nouns are written separately (eg.: nail polish), sometimes with a hyphen 
(eg.: short-sighted) and sometimes as one word (eg.: eyelashes). Often new compounds are 
written as two separate words and, as they become more familiar, they are either connected with 
a hyphen (-) or made into one word.
There are some general rules and guidelines for when to use hyphens:
– when there is a prefix
• post-war
• pre-lunch
• self-interest
• semi-skilled
– when a compound adjective comes before a head noun
• a well-known singer
• an angry-sounding email
• an English-speaking country
– when the pre-head item in a compound is a single capital letter
• U-turn
• X-ray
• D-day
– when words are difficult to recognise as compounds and could be confused
• The band has decided to re-form. (form again)
• The Government promise to reform the health system. (improve)
– when compound adjectives containing numbers appear before a noun
• A twenty-two-year-old cyclist won the race.
• From here to Jakarta, that’s a twelve-hour flight at least.
How do we make compound nouns plural?
Plural Compound Nouns
In general we make the plural of a compound noun by adding -s to the base word (the most 
significant word).
• assistant headmaster — assistant headmasters
• mother-in-law — mothers-in-law
• assistant secretary of state — assistant secretaries of state
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• woman-doctor — women-doctors
• passer-by — passers-by
Note: that there is some variation with words like spoonful or truckful. The old style was to say 
spoonsful or trucksful for the plural. Today it is more usual to say spoonfuls or truckfuls. Both 
the old style (spoonsful) and the new style (spoonfuls) are normally acceptable, but you should 
be consistent in your choice.
Here are some examples:
• teaspoonful — teaspoonsful — teaspoonfuls
• truckful — trucksful — truckfuls
• bucketful — bucketsful — bucketfuls
• cupful — cupsful — cupfuls
With compound nouns made of [noun + noun] the second noun takes an -s for plural. The first 
noun acts like an adjective and as you know, adjectives in English are invariable.
Look at these examples:
• 100 trees with apples — 100 apple trees
• 1,000 cables for telephones — 1,000 telephone cables
• 20 boxes for tools — 20 tool boxes
• 10 stops for buses — 10 bus stops
• 4,000 wheels for cars — 4,000 car wheels
Some compound nouns have no obvious base word and you may need to consult a dictionary 
to find the plural:
• higher-ups
• also-rans
• go-betweens
• has-beens
• good-for-nothings
• grown-ups
Compound nouns are formed by joining two nouns together. There are three different ways to 
form compound nouns: Compound nouns are formed by joining two nouns together. There are 
three different ways to form compound nouns:
The closed form, like notebook, firefly and keyboard.
The hyphenated form, like x-ray, co-pilot and mother-in-law.
The open form, like post office, history book, mineral water.
Example Sentences of Compound Noun
Ian looked at his timetable.
It was going to be lunchtime.
The basketball match was scheduled in the afternoon.
Just after the breakfast, Matt rushed to his tracksuit.
X-rays were discovered by Wilhelm Conrad Roentgen.




