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FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

 The Fundamental Rights, embodied in Part III of 

the Constitution, guarantee civil rights to all 

Indians, and prevent the State from encroaching on 

individual liberty while simultaneously placing 

upon it an obligation to protect the citizens' rights 

from encroachment by society.  

Seven fundamental rights were originally provided 

by the Constitution – right to equality, right to 

freedom, right against exploitation, right to freedom 

of religion, cultural and educational rights, right to 

property and right to constitutional remedies. 

However, the right to property was removed from 

Part III of the Constitution by the 44th Amendment 

in 1978.  

The purpose of the Fundamental Rights is to 

preserve individual liberty and democratic 

principles based on equality of all members of 

society. Dr Ambedkar said that the responsibility of 

the legislature is not just to provide fundamental 

rights but also and rather more importantly, to 

safeguard them. 

 They act as limitations on the powers of the 

legislature and executive, under Article 13, and in 

case of any violation of these rights the Supreme 

Court of India and the High Courts of the states have 

the power to declare such legislative or executive 

action as unconstitutional and void.  

These rights are largely enforceable against the 

State, which as per the wide definition provided in 

Article 12, includes not only the legislative and 

executive wings of the federal and state 

governments, but also local administrative 

authorities and other agencies and institutions which 

discharge public functions or are of a governmental 

character. 

 However, there are certain rights – such as those in 

Articles 15, 17, 18, 23, 24 – that are also available 

against private individuals. Further, certain 

Fundamental Rights – including those under 

Articles 14, 20, 21, 25 – apply to persons of any 

nationality upon Indian soil, while others – such as 

those under Articles 15, 16, 19, 30 – are applicable 

only to citizens of India 

 The Fundamental Rights are not absolute and are 

subject to reasonable restrictions as necessary for 

the protection of public interest. 

 In the Kesavananda  Bharati v. State of Kerala case 

in 1973, the Supreme Court, overruling a previous 

decision of 1967, held that the Fundamental Rights 

could be amended, subject to judicial review in case 

such an amendment violated the basic structure of 

the Constitution.  

The Fundamental Rights can be enhanced, removed 

or otherwise altered through a constitutional 

amendment, passed by a two-thirds majority of each 

House of Parliament. 

 The imposition of a state of emergency may lead to 

a temporary suspension any of the Fundamental 

Rights, excluding Articles 20 and 21, by order of the 

President. 
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The President may, by order, suspend the right to 

constitutional remedies as well, thereby barring 

citizens from approaching the Supreme Court for 

the enforcement of any of the Fundamental Rights, 

except Articles 20 and 21, during the period of the 

emergency.  

Parliament may also restrict the application of the 

Fundamental Rights to members of the Indian 

Armed Forces and the police, in order to ensure 

proper discharge of their duties and the maintenance 

of discipline, by a law made under Article 33  

RIGHT TO EQUALITY 

 Right to equality is an important and meaningful 

right provided for in Articles 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 

of the constitution. It is the principal foundation of 

all other rights and liberties, and guarantees the 

following:  

Equality before law: Article 14 of the constitution 

guarantees that all people shall be equally protected 

by the laws of the country. It means that the State 

will treat people in the same circumstances alike. 

This article also means that individuals, whether 

citizens of India or otherwise shall be treated 

differently if the circumstances are different. 

 Social equality and equal access to public areas: 

Article 15 of the constitution states that no person 

shall be discriminated on the basis of religion, race, 

caste, sex or place of birth. Every person shall have 

equal access to public places like public parks, 

museums, wells, bathing ghats and temples etc. 

However, the State may make any special provision 

for women and children. Special provisions may be 

made for the advancements of any socially or 

educationally backward class or scheduled castes or 

scheduled tribes.  

Equality in matters of public employment: 

Article 16 of the constitution lays down that the 

State cannot discriminate against anyone in the 

matters of employment. All citizens can apply for 

government jobs.  

There are some exceptions. The Parliament may 

enact a law stating that certain jobs can be filled 

only by applicants who are domiciled in the area. 

This may be meant for posts that require knowledge 

of the locality and language of the area. 

 The State may also reserve posts for members of 

backward classes, scheduled castes or scheduled 

tribes which are not adequately represented in the 

services under the State to bring up the weaker 

sections of the society. 

 Also, there a law may be passed that requires that 

the holder of an office of any religious institution 

shall also be a person professing that particular 

religion According to the Citizenship 

 (Amendment) Bill, 2003, this right shall not 

be conferred to Overseas citizens of India. 

 Abolition of untouchability: Article 17 of the 

constitution abolishes the practice of 

untouchability. Practice of untouchability is an 

offence and anyone doing so is punishable by law. 

The Untouchability Offences Act of 1955 

 (renamed to Protection of Civil Rights Act 
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in 1976) provided penalties for preventing a person 

from entering a place of worship or from taking 

water from a tank or well.  

Abolition of Titles: Article 18 of the constitution 

prohibits the State from conferring any titles. 

Citizens of India cannot accept titles from a foreign 

State. The British government had created an 

aristocratic class known as Rai Bahadurs and Khan 

Bahadurs in India – these titles were also abolished. 

However, Military and academic distinctions can be 

conferred on the citizens of India. The awards of 

Bharat Ratna and Padma Vibhushan cannot be used 

by the recipient as a title and do not, accordingly, 

come within the constitutional prohibition”. The 

Supreme Court, on 15 December 1995, upheld the 

validity of such awards.  

Right to freedom  

The Constitution of India contains the right to 

freedom, given in articles 19, 20, 21, 21A and with 

the view of guaranteeing individual rights that were 

considered vital by the framers of the constitution. 

It is a cluster of four main laws.  

The right to freedom in Article 19 guarantees the 

following six freedoms 

 Freedom of speech and expression, on which the 

State can impose reasonable restrictions in the 

interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, 

the security of the State, friendly relations with 

foreign States, public order, decency or morality or 

in relation to contempt of court, defamation or 

incitement to an offence.  

Freedom to assemble peacefully without arms on 

which the State can impose reasonable restrictions 

in the interest of public order and the sovereignty 

and integrity of India.  

The Freedom to form associations or unions or 

co-operative societies on which the State can 

impose reasonable restrictions in the interest of 

public order, morality and the sovereignty and 

integrity of India. 

 Freedom to move freely throughout the 

territory of India though reasonable restrictions 

can be imposed on this right in the interest of the 

general public, for example, restrictions may be 

imposed on movement and travelling, so as to 

control epidemics. 

 Freedom to reside and settle in any part of the 

territory of India, subject to reasonable restrictions 

by the State in the interest of the general public or 

for the protection of the scheduled tribes because 

certain safeguards as are envisaged here seem to be 

justified to protect indigenous and tribal peoples 

from exploitation and coercion. Article 370 restricts 

citizens from other Indian states and Kashmiri 

women who marry men from other states from 

purchasing land or property in Jammu & Kashmir.  

Freedom to practice any profession or to carry 

on any occupation, trade or business on which the 

State may impose reasonable restrictions in the 

interest of the general public. Thus, there is no right 

to carry on a business which is dangerous or 

immoral. Also, professional or technical 
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qualifications may be prescribed for practicing any 

profession or carrying on any trade.  

Article 21A gives education to all children of the 

age of six to fourteen years in such manner as the 

State may, by law, determine. The constitution also 

imposes restrictions on these rights. The 

government restricts these freedoms in the interest 

of the independence, sovereignty and integrity of 

India. In the interest of morality and public order, 

the government can also impose restrictions. 

However, the right to life and personal liberty 

cannot be suspended. The six freedoms are also 

automatically suspended or have restrictions 

imposed on them during a state of emergency. 

 Right to Information (RTI) 

 Right to Information has been given the status of a 

fundamental right under Article 19 (1) of the 

Constitution in 2005. Article 19  (1) under 

which every citizen has freedom of speech and 

expression and have the right to know how the 

government works, what role does it play, what are 

its functions and so on  

RIGHT AGAINST EXPLOITATION 

The right against exploitation, given in Articles 23 

and 24, provides for two provisions, namely the 

abolition of trafficking in human beings and Begar 

(forced labour), and abolition of employment of 

children below the age of 14 years in dangerous jobs 

like factories, mines, etc. Child labour is considered 

a gross violation of the spirit and provisions of the 

constitution. Begar, practiced in the past by 

landlords, has been declared a crime and is 

punishable by law. Trafficking in humans for the 

purpose of slave trade or prostitution is also 

prohibited by law. An exception is made in 

employment without payment for compulsory 

services for public purposes. Compulsory military 

conscription is covered by this provision. Right to 

freedom of religion Right to freedom of religion, 

covered in Articles 25, 26, 27 and 28, provides 

religious freedom to all citizens of India.  

The objective of this right is to sustain the principle 

of secularism in India. According to the 

Constitution, all religions are equal before the State 

and no religion shall be given preference over the 

other. Citizens are free to preach, practice and 

propagate any religion of their choice. 

 Religious communities can set up charitable 

institutions of their own. However, activities in such 

institutions that are not religious are performed 

according to the laws laid down by the government. 

Establishing a charitable institution can also be 

restricted in the interest of public order, morality 

and health. No person shall be compelled to pay 

taxes for the promotion of a particular religion. 

 A State run institution cannot be impart education 

that is pro-religion. Also, nothing in this article shall 

affect the operation of any existing law or prevent 

the State from making any further law regulating or 

restricting any economic, financial, political or 

other secular activity that may be associated with 

religious practice, or providing for social welfare 

and reform. 
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CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL 

RIGHTS 

Eighty-sixth Amendment of the Constitution of 

India and Right of Children to Free and 

Compulsory Education Act  

As India is a country of many languages, religions, 

and cultures, the Constitution provides special 

measures, in Articles 29 and 30, to protect the rights 

of the minorities. Any community that has a 

language and a script of its own has the right to 

conserve and develop it. No citizen can be 

discriminated against for admission in State or State 

aided institutions. 

 All minorities, or linguistic, can set up their own 

educational institutions to preserve and develop 

their own culture. In granting aid to institutions, the 

State cannot discriminate against any institution on 

the basis of the fact that it is administered by a 

minority institution.  

But the right to administer does not mean that the 

State cannot interfere in case of maladministration. 

In a precedent-setting judgment in 1980, the 

Supreme Court held that the State can certainly take 

regulatory measures to promote the efficiency and 

excellence of educational standards. 

 It can also issue guidelines for ensuring the security 

of the services of the teachers or other employees of 

the institution. In another landmark judgment 

delivered on 31 October 2002, the Supreme Court 

ruled that in case of aided minority institutions 

offering professional courses, admission could be 

only through a common entrance test conducted by 

State or a university.  

Even an unaided minority institution ought not to 

ignore the merit of the students for admission.  

Right to constitutional remedies  

Right to constitutional remedies [Article 32 to 

35] empowers the citizens to move a court of law in 

case of any denial of the fundamental rights.  

For instance, in case of imprisonment, any citizen 

can ask the court to see if it is according to the 

provisions of the law of the country by lodging a 

PIL.  

If the court finds that it is not, the person will have 

to be freed. This procedure of asking the courts to 

preserve or safeguard the citizens' fundamental 

rights can be done in various ways. 

 The courts can issue various kinds of writs. 

 These writs are habeas corpus, mandamus, 

prohibition, quo warranto and certiorari. Dr. B. R. 

Ambedkar rightly declared Right to constitutional 

remedies as "the heart and soul" of Indian 

constitution. When a national or state emergency is 

declared, this right is suspended by the central 

government.  

Article 32 is also called citizens right to protect and 

defend the constitution as it can be used by the 

citizens to enforce the constitution through the 

judiciary. 
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FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

Q.1. Which of these is NOT included as a 

Fundamental Right in the Indian 

Constitution? 

a) Right to freedom to speech  

b) Right to equality before Law 

c) Right to constitutional remedies 

d) Right to equal wages for equal 

work 

[SSC Grad. 2002] 

Q.2. Which of the following can a court 

issue for enforcement of Fundamental 

Rights ? 

a) A decree 

b) An ordinance 

c) A writ  

d) A notification 

i. [SSCCrad. 2002] 

Q.3. Point out which from the following is 

NOT a right enumerated in the 

Constitution of India but has been 

articulated by the Supreme Court to be 

a Fundamental Right- 

a) Right to privacy 

b) Equality before law 

c) Abolition of untouchability 

d) Right to form association or union   

i. [SSC Grad. 2003] 

Q.4. Which of the following writs / orders 

of the High Court / Supreme Court is 

brought to get an order of an authority 

quashed ? 

1) Mandamus  

2) Certiorari 

3) Quo Warranto  

4) Habeas Corpus 

Q.5. Point out which from the following is 

NOT a right enumerated in the 

Constitution of India but has been 

articulated by the Supreme Court to be 

a Fundamental Right ? 

a) Right to life 

b) Equality   of   opportunity   in  

employment 

c) Protection of personal liberty 

d) Right to permanent housing 

Q.6. Civil equality implies— 

a) Equality before law -         

b) Equality of opportunity  

c) Equal distribution of wealth  

d) Equal right to participate in the 

affairs of the State 

Q.7. Who considered the Right to 

Constitutional Remedies as very 'heart 

and soul' of the Indian Constitution ? 

a) M.K.Gandhi 

b) B.R. Ambedkar 

c) J.L.Nehru 

d) Dr. Rajendra Prasad 

Q.8. Which   of  the  following  is a 

bulwork of personfreedom? 

a) Mandamus 

b) Quo Warranto 

c) Certiorari 
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d) Habeas Corpus 

Q.9. Right   to  property  was   removed   

from   the   list   of Fundamental Rights 

during the rule of: 

a) Indira Gandhi Government 

b) Morarji Desai Government    

c) Narasimha Rao Government 

d) Vajpayee Government          

[SSCSec. Off.  (Aud.) 2007] 

Q.10. Political   right   does   NOT   include   

which   of   the following ?  

a) Right to vote 

b) Right to life            

c) Right to contest in election 

d) Right to lodge complaint with 

executive bodies of the 

Government  

[SSC Mat. 2008] 

Q.11. Which of  the  following  rights  is  

NOT  granted  by the Constitution of 

India at present as a fundamental 

right?  

a) Right to equality  

b) Right to freedom 

c) Right to property 

d) Right against exploitation 

i. [SSC Mat. 2008] 

Q.12. Who is the guardian of Fundamental 

Rights enumerated in Indian 

Constitution ? : 

a) Supreme Court                 

b) Parliament  

c) Constitution                       

d) President
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Q.13. Which   part   of  the   Indian   

Constitution deals with 'Fundamental 

Rights' ? 

a) Part I         

b) Part II        

c) Part III      

d) Part IV 

[SSC Sec. Off.  (Aud.) 2008] 

Q.14. Which Constitutional Amendment 

deleted the Right to Property from the 

list of Fundamental Rights ? 

a) 42nd Amendment  

b) 43rd Amendment  

c) 44th Amendment              

d) 62nd Amendment 

e) [SSC DEO 2008] 

Q.15. Q.15. Fundamental Rights are 

NOT given to—  

a) Bankrupt persons  

b) Aliens 

c) Persons suffering from incurable 

diseases 

d) Political sufferers 

[SSC TaxAssit. 2009] 

Q.16. Which one of the following is the 

guardian of Fundamental Right? 

a) Legislature 

b) Executive  

c) Political parties                  

d) Judiciary 

[SSC Grad. 2010] 

Q.17. Match List-I  (Article of the 

Constitution of India) with List-II 

{Fundamental Rights) and select the 

correct answer using the codes given 

below the lists— List-I List-II  

A. Article 14         1. Right to Equality  

B. Article 22      2. Right of a person under      

     detention  

C.  Article 25 3. Right to Freedom of 

Religion  

D. Article 32    4. Right to Constitutional 

Remedies  

Code:   A B C D 

(a)  1 2 3 4 

(b)  2 1 3 4 

(c)  2 1 4 3 

(d)  1 2 4 3                

[SCRA 2000] 

Q.18. Which of the following are co here 

under the Fundamental Rights in the 

Constitution of India ? 

I.  Prohibition of traffic in human 

beings and forced labour 

II.    Prohibition of employment of children 

in factories 

III. Freedom of conscience and free 

profession, practice and propagation 

of religion 
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Select the correct answer using the 

code given below :  

a) I and II only 

b) I and III only  

c) II and III only                     

d) I, II and III  

[SCRA 2007] 

Q.19. All the following are Fundamental 

Rights guaranteed by the Indian 

Constitution except— 

a) right to equality 

b) right against exploitation 

c) right to adequate means of  

livelihood  

d) right to freedom of religion 

[RRB Supervisor/IESM (Mumbai) 2006] 

Q.20. Which of the following is NOT one of 

the Fundamental Rights ? 

a) Right to freedom of religion 

b) Right to freedom of thought and  

       expression 

c) Right to equality 

d) Right to equal pay for equal work  

      for man as well as woman  

[RRB Supervisor/'IESM (Mumbai) 2006) 

Q.21. Indian Constitution has given some 

liberties to its citizens. Which of the 

following is NOT true about it. Citizen 

is free to the liberty of ......... 

a) his expression and speech 

b) to gather peacefully without arms 
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c) to purchase land and property in  any 

part of the country 

d) to form association or unions to do 

business in any trades in the list prepared 

by Indian Government  

[SB! Clerk 2008] 

Q.22. Right to Education Act (2002) was 

introduced to help which of the 

following groups of society ? 

a. Children of the age of 6 to 14 years 

College going teenagers 

b. All adults who could not get formal 

education 

c. Those who are interested in  

technical education 

d. Female students studying senior  

secondary school 

[United Bank of India 2010] 

Q.23. Givenbelow are two statements, one 

labelled as Assertion (A) and the other 

labelled as Reason (R) — Assertion 

 (A) :   The right to property in the 

Constitution of India ceased to be a 

fundamental right but it continues to 

exist as a constitutional right. 

Reason (R) : Forty-forth Amendment 

deleted Article 19 (f) and 31 from Part 

III and added a new Article 300 A in 

Part XII. 

In the context of the above two 

statements which one of the following 

is correct ? Codes: 

a) Both A and R are true and R is the 

correct explanation of A 

b) Both Aand R are true but R is not 

a correct explanation of A 

c) A is true but R is false 

d) A is false but R is true ?                      

[NDA 2000] 

Q.24. Freedom of the Press in India is— 

a) available to the people under the 

law of the Parliament 

b) specifically provided in the 

constitution 

c) implied in the right of freedom of 

expression 

d) available to the people of India 

under executive power  

[NDA 2009] 

Q.25. Which of the following is / are instance

 (s) of violation of human rights ? 

1. A person was detained by the 

security forces while going for 

casting vote in Parliamentary 

Election, 

2. A civilian was killed by the army 

while undertaking combing 

operation. 

Select the correct answer using the 

code given below : 
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a) 1 only 2 only  

b) Both 1 and 2                    

c) Neither 1 nor 2  

[NDA 20 W] 

Q.26. The provisions relating to the 

Fundamental Rights in the 

Constitution of India—? 

a) Cannot be amended 

b) Can be amended by a simple 

majority in the Parliament 

c) Can be amended by a two-thirds 

majority in the Parliament 

d) Can be amended by a two-thirds 

majority of the members present 

and voting in the Parliament and 

ratified by a majority of the State 

Legislatures 

[CDS 2WO] 

Q.27. The Writ Habeas Corpus is available 

for— 

a) Directing any person, corporation 

or inferior court to do some 

particular thing 

b) The purpose of releasing from 

illegal custody, persons unlawfully 

detained 

c) Direction of Supreme Court to an 

inferior court to send the records of 

the pending case 

d) Directing the lower court to stop 

proceedings by a higher court 

  [CDS 2001] 

Q.28. With  reference  to  Indian  

Constitution,  consider  the following 

statements— 

a. Originally, seven Fundamental Rights 

were listed in the constitution. 

b. By 44th Amendment, the Janata Party 

Government in 1978-79 deleted the 

Fundamental Right to property. So there 

are now only six Fundamental Rights. 

Which of these statement (s) is / are 

correct ? 

a) Only 1    

b) Only 2 

c) Both 1 and 2   

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

e) [CDS 2003] 

Q.29. Consider the following statements— 

The Fundamental Rights under the 

Indian Constitution are fundamental 

because : 

a. They are protected and enforced by the 

Constitution 

b. They can suspended only in the 

manner prescribed by the constitution 

c. They are enforcable against the State 

d. They cannot be amended 

Which of these statements are correct? 

(a)   1 and 4 -           (b) 2 and 3 

(c)   1,3 and 4   (d)  1, 2 and 3      

[CDS2003] 
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Q.30. Part III of the Constitution of India 

relates to— 

a) Fundamental Rights 

b) Directive Principles of State  

Policy 

c) Fundamental Duties 

d) Citizenship [CDS2004] 

Q.31. Consider the following statements : 

a. The Article 20 of the Constitution of 

India state that no person can be 

convicted for any office except for the 

violation of law in force at the time of 

the commission of the act charged as 

an offence. 

b. The Article 21 of the Constitution of 

India state that no person shall be 

deprived of his life and personal 

liberty except according to procedure 

established by law. 

Which of these statements is/ are correct ? 

a) 1 only    

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2   

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

[CDS 2004] 

Q.32. Which one of the following can be 

provided under RTI Act, 2005 ? 

a) Information leading to 

incitement of an offense. 

b) Informationleading to disclosure 

thatmay constitute contempt of 

court. 

c) Conditional disclosure relating 

to information on intellectual 

property. 

d) Information relating to cabinet 

papers recording deliberations of 

Council of Ministers.  

[CDS 2010] 

Q.33. Which one of the following is 

Human Right as well as a 

Fundamental Right under the 

Constitution of India ?  

a) Right to information          

b) Right to education   

c) Right to work   

d) Right to housing 

Q.34. Under  which  Article   of  the 

Constitution   of  India, Fundamental 

Rights are provided to citizens ?  

a) Articles 12 to 35  

b) Articles 112 to 135  

c) Articles 212 to 235 

d) None of these 

[44th BPSC 200] 

Q.35. Which of the following is given the 

power to implement the 

Fundamental Rights by the 

Constitution ?  

a) All courts in India 

b) The Parliament 

c) The President 

d) The Supreme Court and High 

Courts [47BPSC 200] 
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ANSWER

Q.1.(d) 

Q.2.(c) 

Q.3.(a) 

Q.4.(c) 

Q.5.(d) 

Q.6.(a) 

Q.7.(c) 

Q.8.(b) 

Q.9.(b) 

Q.10.(b) 

Q.11.(c) 

Q.12.(a) 

Q.13.(c) 
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