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 The Directive Principles of State Policy are guidelines to the central and state governments 
of India, to be kept in mind while framing laws and policies. These provisions, contained 
in Part IV of the Constitution of India, are not enforceable by any court, but the principles 
laid down therein are considered fundamental in the governance of the country, making 
it the duty of the State to apply these principles in making laws to establish a just society 
in the country. The principles have been inspired by the Directive Principles given in 
the Constitution of Ireland and also by the principles of Gandhism; and relate to social 
justice, economic welfare,foreign policy, and legal and administrative matters. Gandhism 
(or Gandhianism ) is a collection of inspirations, principles, beliefs and philosophy of 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (known as Mahatma Gandhi), who was a major political 
and spiritual leader of India and the Indian Independence Movement.

 It is a body of ideas and principles that describes the inspiration, vision and the life work 
of Gandhi. The term also encompasses what Gandhi's ideas, words and actions mean to 
people around the world, and how they used them for guidance in building their own future. 
Gandhism also permeates into the realm of the individual human being, non-political and 
non-social. A Gandhian can mean either an individual who follows, or a specific philosophy 
which is attributed to, Gandhism.

 Talking about "Gandhism" Gandhi had said "There is no such thing as 'Gandhism', and I 
do not want to leave any sect after me. I do not claim to have originated any new principle 
or doctrine. I have simply tried in my own way to apply the eternal truths to our daily life 
and problems.". He said "The opinions I have formed and the conclusions I have arrived at 
are not final. I may change them tomorrow." "I have nothing new to teach the world. Truth 
and non-violence are as old as the hills." he added.

 Social justice generally refers to the idea of creating an egalitarian society or institution 
that is based on the principles of equality and solidarity, that understands and values human 
rights, and that recognizes the dignity of every human being. 

 The term and modern concept of "social justice" was coined by the Jesuit Luigi Taparelli in 
1840 based on the teachings of St. Thomas Aquinas and given further exposure in 1848 by 
Antonio Rosmini-Serbati.The idea was elaborated by the moral theologian John A. Ryan, 
who initiated the concept of a living wage. Father Coughlin also used the term in his 
publications in the 1930s and the 1940s. It is a part of Catholic social teaching, Social 
Gospel from Episcopalians and is one of the Four Pillars of the Green Party upheld by green 
parties worldwide. Social justice as a secular concept, distinct from religious teachings, 
emerged mainly in the late twentieth century, influenced primarily by philosopher John 
Rawls. Some tenets of social justice have been adopted by those on the left of the political 
spectrum.

 Directive Principles are classified under the following categories: Gandhian, economic 
and socialistic, political and administrative, justice and legal, environmental, protection of 
monuments and peace and security.

THE DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF STATE POLICY



[3]

STUDY NOTES FOR SSC & STATE LEVEL EXAMS

myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendraguru.comwww.mahendras.orgWrite us : content@mahendras.org

 HISTORY

 The concept of Directive Principles of State Policy was borrowed from the Irish Constitution. 
The makers of the Constitution of India were influenced by the Irish nationalist movement. 
Hence, the Directive Principles of the Indian constitution have been greatly influenced 
by the Directive Principles of State Policy. The idea of such policies "can be traced to the 
Declaration of the Rights of Man proclaimed Revolutionary France and the Declaration of 
Independence by the American Colonies." The Indian constitution was also influenced by 
the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

 In 1919, the Rowlatt Acts gave extensive powers to the British government and police, and 
allowed indefinite arrest and detention of individuals, warrant-less searches and seizures, 
restrictions on public gatherings, and intensive censorship of media and publications. 
The public opposition to this act eventually led to mass campaigns of non-violent civil 
disobedience throughout the country demanding guaranteed civil freedoms, and limitations 
on government power. Indians, who were seeking independence and their own government, 
were particularly influenced by the independence of Ireland and the development of the 
Irish constitution.

 Also, the directive principles of state policy in Irish constitution were looked upon by the 
people of India as an inspiration for the independent India's government to comprehensively 
tackle complex social and economic challenges across a vast, diverse nation and population.

 In 1928, the Nehru Commission composing of representatives of Indian political parties 
proposed constitutional reforms for India that apart from calling for dominion status for 
India and elections under universal suffrage, would guarantee rights deemed fundamental, 
representation for religious and ethnic minorities, and limit the powers of the government. 
In 1931, the Indian National Congress (the largest Indian political party of the time) adopted 
resolutions committing itself to the defense of fundamental civil rights, as well as socio-
economic rights such as the minimum wage and the abolition ofuntouchability and serfdom.
Committing themselves to socialism in 1936, the Congress leaders took examples from the 
constitution of the erstwhile USSR, which inspired the fundamental duties of citizens as a 
means of collective patriotic responsibility for national interests and challenges.

 When India obtained independence on 15 August 1947, the task of developing a constitution 
for the nation was undertaken by the Constituent Assembly of India, composing of elected 
representatives under the presidency of Dr. Rajendra Prasad. While members of Congress 
composed of a large majority, Congress leaders appointed persons from diverse political 
backgrounds to responsibilities of developing the constitution and national laws.Notably, 
BhimraoRamjiAmbedkar became the chairperson of the drafting committee, while 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel became chairpersons of committees and 
sub-committees responsible for different subjects. A notable development during that period 
having significant effect on the Indian constitution took place on 10 December 1948 when 
the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and called upon all member states to adopt these rights in their respective constitutions.

 Both the Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles of State Policy were included in 
the I Draft Constitution (February 1948), the II Draft Constitution (17 October 1948) and 
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37. Application of the principles contained in this Part-The provisions contained in this Part 
shall not be enforceable by any court, but the principles therein laid down are nevertheless 
fundamental in the governance of the country and it shall be the duty of the State to apply 
these principles in making laws. 

38. State to secure a social order for the promotion of welfare of thepeople -(1) The State 
shall strive to promote the welfare of the people by securing and protecting as effectively 
as it may a social order in which justice, social, economic and political, shall inform all the 
institutions of the national life. 

(2) The State shall, in particular, strive to minimise the inequalities in income, and endeavour 
to eliminate inequalities in status, facilities and opportunities, not only amongst individuals 
but also amongst groups of people residing in different areas or engaged in different 
vocations. 

39. Certain principles of policy to be followed by the State.-The State shall, in particular, 
direct its policy towards securing- 

 (a) that the citizens, men and women equally, have the right to an adequate means of 
livelihood; 

 (b)  that the ownership and control of the material resources of the community are so 
distributed as best to subserve the common good; 

 (c) that the operation of the economic system does not result in the concentration of wealth 
and means of production to the common detriment; 

 (d) that there is equal pay for equal work for both men and women; 

 (e) that the health and strength of workers, men and women, and the tender age of children 
are not abused and that citizens are not forced by economic necessity to enter avocations 
unsuited to their age or strength; 

 (f) that children are given opportunities and facilities to develop ina   
healthy manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity and that childhood and youth 
are protected against exploitation and against moral and material abandonment. 

39A. Equal justice and free legal aid-The State shall secure that theoperation of the legal system 
promotes justice, on a basis of equal opportunity, and shall, in particular, provide free legal 
aid, by suitable legislation or schemes or in any other way, to ensure that opportunities for 
securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other disabilities. 

40. Organisation of village panchayats-The State shall take steps to organise village panchayats 
and endow them with such powers and authority as may be necessary to enable them to 
function as units of selfgovernment. 

41. Right to work, to education and to public assistance in certaincases-The State shall, 
within the limits of its economic capacity and development, make effective provision for 
securing the right to work, to education and to public assistance in cases of unemployment, 
old age, sickness and disablement, and in other cases of undeserved want. 

42. Provision for just and humane conditions of work and maternityrelief -The State shall 
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the III and final Draft Constitution (26 November 1949), being prepared by the Drafting 
Committee.

CHARACTERISTICS

 DPSPs aim to create social and economic conditions under which the citizens can lead a 
good life. They also aim to establish social and economic democracy through a welfare 
state. A welfare state is a concept of government where the state plays the primary role in the 
protection and promotion of the economic and social well-being of its citizens. It is based 
on the principles of equality of opportunity, equitable distribution of wealth, and public 
responsibility for those unable to avail themselves of the minimal provisions for a good 
life. The general term may cover a variety of forms of economic and social organization.

 There are two main interpretations of the idea of a welfare state:

 "A model in which the state assumes primary responsibility for the welfare of its citizens. 
This responsibility in theory ought to  be comprehensive, because all aspects of welfare are 
considered and universally applied to citizens as a "right".

 "Welfare state can also mean the creation of a "social safety net" of minimum standards of 
varying forms of welfare.

 There is some confusion between a "welfare state" and a "welfare society," and debate 
about how each term should be defined. In many countries, especially in the United 
States, some degree of welfare is not actually provided by the state, but directly to welfare 
recipients from a combination of independent volunteers, corporations (both non-profit 
charitable corporations as well as for-profit corporations), and government services. This 
phenomenon has been termed a "welfare society," and the term "welfare system" has been 
used to describe the range of welfare state and welfare society mixes that are found.[2] The 
welfare state involves a direct transfer of funds from the public sector to welfare recipients, 
but indirectly, the private sector is often contributing those funds viaredistributionist 
taxation; the welfare state has been referred to as a type of "mixed economy

 They act as a check on the government, theorized as a yardstick in the hands of the people 
to measure the performance of the government and vote it out of power if it does not 
fulfill the promises made during theelections. The Directive Principles are non-justiciable 
rights of the people. Article 31-C, inserted by the 25th Amendment Act of 1971 seeks to 
upgrade the Directive Principles. If laws are made to give effect to the Directive Principles 
over Fundamental Rights, they shall not be invalid on the grounds that they take away the 
Fundamental Rights. In case of a conflict between Fundamental Rights and DPSP's, if the 
DPSP aims at promoting larger interest of the society, the courts shall have to uphold the 
case in favour of the DPSP.The Directive Principles, though not justiciable, are fundamental 
in the governance of the country. It shall be the duty of the State to apply these principles 
in making laws. Besides, all executive agencies should also be guided by these principles.
Even thejudiciary has to keep them in mind in deciding cases.

 DIRECTIVES

36. Definition -In this Part, unless the context otherwise requires, ''the State'' has the same 
meaning as in Part III. 
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 (b) maintain just and honorable relations between nations; 

 (c) foster respect for international law and treaty obligations in the  dealings of organized 
peoples with one another; and 

 (d) encourage settlement of international disputes by arbitration. 

 The directive principles ensure that the Stateshall strive to promote the welfare of the people 
by promoting a social order in which social, economic and political justice is informed in 
all institutions of life. Also, the State shall work towards reducing economic inequality 
as well as inequalities in status and opportunities, not only among individuals, but also 
among groups of people residing in different areas or engaged in different vocations. The 
State shall aim for securing right to an adequate means of livelihood for all citizens, both 
men and women as well as equal pay for equal work for both men and women. The State 
should work to prevent concentration of wealth and means of production in a few hands, 
and try to ensure that ownership and control of the material resources is distributed to best 
serve the common good. Child abuse and exploitation of workers should be prevented. 
Children should be allowed to develop in a healthy manner and should be protected against 
exploitation and against moral and material abandonment. The State shall provide free legal 
aid to ensure that equal opportunities for securing justice is ensured to all, and is not denied 
by reason of economic or other disabilities. The State shall also work for organisation 
of village panchayats and help enable them to function as units of self-government. The 
State shall endeavour to provide the right to work, to education and to public assistance in 
cases of unemployment, old age, sickness and disablement, within the limits of economic 
capacity, as well as provide for just and humane conditions of work and maternity relief. 

 The State should also ensure living wage and proper working conditions for workers, with 
full enjoyment of leisure and social and cultural activities. Also, the promotion of cottage 
industries in rural areas is one of the obligations of the State.

 The State shall take steps to promote their participation in management of industrial 
undertakings. 

 Also, the State shall endeavour to secure a uniform civil code for all citizens, and provide 
free and compulsory education to all children till they attain the age of 14 years. This 
directive regarding education of children was added by the 86th Amendment Act, 2002. 
It should and work for the economic and educational upliftment of scheduled castes, 
scheduled tribes and other weaker sectionsof the society. 

 The directive principles commit the State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard 
of living and to improve public health, particularly by prohibiting intoxicating drinks and 
drugs injurious to health except for medicinal purposes. It should also organise agriculture 
and animal husbandry on modern and scientific lines by improving breeds and prohibiting 
slaughter of cows, calves, other milch and draught cattle It should protect and improve the 
environment and safeguard the forests and wild life of the country. This directive, regarding 
protection of forests and wildlife was added by the 42nd Amendment Act, 1976

 Protection of monuments, places and objects of historic and artistic interest and national 
importance against destruction and damage, and separation of judiciary from executive 
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make provision for securing just and humane conditions of work and for maternity relief. 

43. Living wage, etc., for workers -The State shall endeavour tosecure, by suitable legislation 
or economic organisation or in any other way, to all workers, agricultural, industrial or 
otherwise, work, a living wage, conditions of work ensuring a decent standard of life and 
full enjoyment of leisure and social and cultural opportunities and, in particular, the State 
shall endeavour to promote cottage industries on an individual or co-operative basis in rural 
areas. 

43A. Participation of workers in management of industries-The State shall take steps, by suitable 
legislation or in any other way, to secure the participation of workers in the management of 
undertakings, establishments or other organisations engaged in any industry. 

44. Uniform civil code for the citizens -The State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a 
uniform civil code throughout the territory of India. 

45. Provision for free and compulsory education for children-The State shall endeavour to 
provide, within a period of ten years from the commencement of this Constitution, for free 
and compulsory education for all children until they complete the age of fourteen years. 

46. Promotion of educational and economic interests of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes 
and other weaker sections -The State shall promote with special care the educational and 
economic interests of the weaker sections of the people, and, in particular, of the Scheduled 
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social injustice and all forms 
of exploitation. 

47. Duty of the State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living and to improve 
public health-The State shall regard the raising of the level of nutrition and the standard of 
living of its people and the improvement of public health as among its primary duties and, 
in particular, the State shall endeavour to bring about prohibition of the consumption except 
for medicinal purposes of intoxicating drinks and ofdrugs which are injurious to health. 

48. Organisation of agriculture and animal husbandry-The State shall endeavour to organise 
agriculture and animal husbandry on modern and scientific lines and shall, in particular, 
take steps for preserving and improving the breeds, and prohibiting the slaughter, of cows 
and calves and other milch and draught cattle. 

48A. Protection and improvement of environment and safeguardingof forests and wild life- 
The State shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the 
forests and wild life of the country. 

49. Protection of monuments and places and objects of national importance -It shall be the 
obligation of the State to protect every monument or place or object of artistic or historic 
interest, declared by or under law made by Parliament to be of national importance, from 
spoliation, disfigurement, destruction, removal, disposal or export, as the case may be. 

50. Separation of judiciary from executive -The State shall take steps to separate the judiciary 
from the executive in the public services of the State. 

51. Promotion of international peace and security-The State shall endeavour to- 

 (a) promote international peace and security; 
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in public services are also the obligations of the State as laid down in the directive 
principles. Finally, the directive principles, in Article 51 ensure that the State shall strive 
for the promotion and maintenance of international peace and security, just and honourable 
relations between nations, respect for international law and treaty obligations, as well as 
settlement of international disputes by arbitration. 

 IMPLEMENTATION

 The State has made many efforts to implement the Directive Principles. The Programme 
of Universalisation of Elementary Education and the five year plans has been accorded the 
highest priority in order to provide free education to all children up to the age of 14 years. 
The 86th constitutional amendment of 2002 inserted a new article, Article 21-A, into the 
Constitution, that seeks to provide free and compulsory education to all children aged 6 
to 14 years. Welfare schemes for the weaker sections are being implemented both by the 
Central and state governments. These include programmes such as boys' and girls' hostels 
for scheduled castes' or scheduled tribes' students.

 The year 1990-1991 was declared as the "Year of Social Justice" in the memory of B.R. 
Ambedkar. The government provides free textbooks to students belonging to scheduled 
castes or scheduled tribes pursuing medicine and engineering courses. During 2002-2003, 
a sum of Rs. 4.77crore was released for this purpose. In order that scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes are protected from atrocities, the Government enacted the Prevention of 
Atrocities Act in 1995, which provided severe punishments for such atrocities. 

 Several Land Reform Acts were enacted to provide ownership rights to poor farmers. Up 
to September 2001, more than 20,000,000 acres (80,000 km²) of land had been distributed 
to scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and the landless poor. The thrust of banking policy in 
India has been to improve banking facilities in the rural areas. The Minimum Wages Act 
of 1948 empowers government to fix minimum wages for employees engaged in various 
employments. The Consumer Protection Act of 1986 provides for the better protection 
of consumers. The act is intended to provide simple, speedy and inexpensive redressal 
to the consumers' grievances, award relief and compensation wherever appropriate to 
the consumer. The Equal Remuneration Act of 1976, provides for equal pay for equal 
work for both men and women. The SampoornaGrameenRozgarYojana was launched in 
2001 to attain the objective of gainful employment for the rural poor.The programme was 
implemented through the Panchayati Raj institutions.

 Panchayati Raj now covers almost all states and Union territories. One-third of the total 
number of seats have been reserved for women in Panchayats at every level; in the case of 
Bihar, half the seats have been reserved for women.Legal aid at the expense of the State has 
been made compulsory in all cases pertaining to criminal law, if the accused is too poor to 
engage a lawyer.Judiciary has been separated from the executive in all the states and Union 
territories except Jammu and Kashmir and Nagaland. 

 India's Foreign Policy has also to some degree been influenced by the DPSPs. India has 
in the past condemned all acts of aggression and has also supported the United Nations' 
peace-keeping activities. By 2004, the Indian Army had participated in 37 UN peace-
keeping operations. India played a key role in the passing of a UN resolution in 2003, which 
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envisaged better cooperation between the Security Council and the troop-contributing 
countries. 

 India has also been in favour of nuclear disarmament. 

 Changes in Directive Principles require a Constitutional amendment which has to be passed 
by a special majority of both houses of the Parliament. This means that an amendment 
requires the approval of two-thirds of the members present and voting. However, the number 
of members voting should not be less than the simple majority of the house - whether the 
LokSabha or RajyaSabha.

 " Article 31-C, inserted into the Directive Principles of State Policy by the 25th Amendment 
Act of 1971 seeks to upgrade the DPSPs If laws are made to give effect to the Directive 
Principles over Fundamental Rights, they shall not be invalid on the grounds that they take 
away the Fundamental Rights

 "Article 45, which ensures Provision for free and compulsory education for children, was 
added by the 86th Amendment Act, 2002. 

 " Article 48-A, which ensures Protection and improvement of environment and safeguarding 
of forests and wild life, was added by the 42nd Amendment Act, 1976. 

FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES

 51A. Fundamental duties.-It shall be the duty of every citizen of India- 

 (a) to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag 
and the National Anthem; 

 (b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom; 

 (c) to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity ofIndia; 

 (d) to defend the country and render national service when called  upon to do so; 

 (e) to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of 
India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce 
practices derogatory to the dignity of women; 

 (f) to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture; 

 (g) to protect and improve the natural environment includingforests, lakes, rivers and wild 
life, and to have compassion for living creatures; 

 (h) to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit ofinquiry and reform; 

 (i) to safeguard public property and to abjure violence; 

 (j) to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so that 
the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievement. 

 (k) who is a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education to his child or as the 
case may be ward between the age of six and fourteen years.

 Fundamental Duties of citizens serve a useful purpose. In particular, no democratic polity 
can ever succeed where the citizens are not willing to be active participants in the process 
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of governance by assuming responsibilities and discharging citizenship duties and coming 
forward to give their best to the country. Some of the fundamental duties enshrined in 
article 51A have been incorporated in separate laws.

 For instance, the first duty includes respect for the National Flag and the National Anthem. 
Disrespect is punishable by law. To value and preserve the rich heritage of the mosaic that 
is India should help to weld our people into one nation but much more than article 51A will 
be needed to treat all human beings equally, to respect each religion and to confine it to the 
private sphere and not make it a bone of contention between different communities of this 
land. In sum, the Commission believes that article 51A has travelled a great distance since it 
was introduced in the Forty-second Amendment and further consideration should be given 
to ways and means to popularise the knowledge and content of the Fundamental Duties and 
effectuate them.

 The most important task before us is to reconcile the claims of the individual citizen and 
those of the civic society. To achieve this, it is important to orient the individual citizen 
to be conscious of his social and citizenship responsibilities and so shape the society that 
we all become solicitous and considerate of the inalienable rights of our fellow citizens. 
Therefore, awareness of our citizenship duties is as important as awareness of our rights. 
Every right implies a corresponding duty but every duty does not imply a corresponding 
right. Man does not live for himself alone. He lives for the good of others as well as of 
himself.

 It is this knowledge of what is right and wrong that makes a man responsible to himself 
and to the society and this knowledge is inculcated by imbibing and clearly understanding 
one's citizenship duties. The fundamental duties are the foundations of human dignity and 
national character. If every citizen performs his duties irrespective of considerations of 
caste, creed, colour and language, most of the malaise of the present day polity could be 
contained, if not eradicated, and the society as a whole uplifted. Rich or poor, in power or 
out of power, obedience to citizenship duty, at all costs and risks, is the essence of civilized 
life.

 Spirit of Harmony and Dignity of Women Some further thought needs to be given to clauses 
(e) and (f) of article 51A. Article 51A(e) desires the promotion of harmony and the spirit 
of common brotherhood among all the people of India transcending religious, linguistic 
and regional or sectional diversities and renunciation of practices derogatory to the dignity 
of women. It is couched in broad terms but it should be clear that attacks on minority 
communities or minority opinions are frowned upon. Respect for both are essential and the 
wording lends support to a broad humanism to cover such differences as may exist or better 
still, co-exist.

 Two thoughts can be distilled. The first is that the objective will not be reached unless there 
is a determined effort to restrict religious practices to the home on the justified premise that 
one's religion is a personal matter and is not conducive to mass assertiveness. The other is 
the status of women.
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 Lip service is being paid to the doctrine of gender equality. The fact remains that generally 
women are still regarded as inferior both home and workplace although the Commission 
has noticed an improvement, however dissatisfied it may be with the degree of the at 
improvement. It is necessary to separate religious precepts from civil law. Civil law as the 
name implies is a matter for society not for religious leaders and it would seem to us to 
be axiomatic that in matters of civil rights, laws of property and inheritance and marriage 
and divorce, although practices may differ, legal rights that accrue must be the same. For 
example, a marriage may be solemnised according to religious or social custom but the 
rights of a woman in the case of divorce must be the same no matter what her religion is.

 Clause (e) of article 51A also seems to cover the need to regard all human beings equally. In 
this connection, it is necessary to consider the question of the upliftment of the Scheduled 
Castes and other disadvantaged sections of our society. The scourge must be eradicated. The 
Constitution gave us ten years to do the job; the provision has been extended to fifty years 
and we are in our sixth ten-year period but we are no nearer the goal. The discrimination 
is two-fold. It is economic-condemning whole sections of our society numbering millions 
to menial jobs as part of the evil of treating them as sub-human. We have provided for 
reservation of jobs to these people, we have even given them separate constituencies to 
represent them. It has created a vested interest in backwardness. The other adverse result 
is that it has had no effect on their status in society, which continues to be determined 
by birth and not human worth and human personality. It is this social stigma which still 
plagues our people and the struggle to restore to them basic human dignity has made no 
significant progress. While the Commission appreciates the context in which affirmative 
action became necessary, it feels that reservation of jobs and seats in the legislatures will 
not help this aspect of the matter.

 It is quite clear to the Commission that the disease of considering human beings as high 
or low based on the accident of birth is a disease rooted in the mind and it is in the mind 
that the defences of a society based on human dignity and equality must be constructed. 
Logically this leads directly to the conclusion that the key lies in education. The time to 
begin training our young people to respect the National flag and sing the National anthem, 
to respect women, to hold all religions equal and deserving of as much respect as one's 
own, to accept that all human beings are born equal and are entitled to equal treatment are 
among principles best taught by examples when the child is too young to understand but 
not too young to obey. The focus must, therefore, shift to education which has suffered from 
serious neglect. Schools restrict admissions on unacceptable criteria, teachers themselves 
are untrained and often politicised, as is the curriculum. Despite these hardships, many of 
our young people have done well.
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