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IMPORTANT HEADLINES 

1) India and Canada signed six agreements, 

including in the area of nuclear science, 

energy cooperation and information 

communication technology.  

2) The Reserve Bank of India has launched 

'Ombudsman Scheme' for non-banking 

financial companies (NBFC). The scheme will 

provide a cost-free and expeditious complaint 

redressal mechanism relating to deficiency in 

the services by NBFCs.  

3) Mahindra Aerospace and Canada’s Viking Air 

have signed a memorandum of understanding 

to support regional air connectivity under 

government's UDAN Yojana. 

4) Senior journalist and editor-in-chief of 

National Herald, Neelabh Mishra, passed 

away. He was 57.  

5) Digital payments startup Paytm has launched 

two insurance companies, Paytm Life 

Insurance and Paytm General Insurance.  

6) Exim Bank has signed an agreement with the 

United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) for financing a project on ‘Capacity 

Building of MSMEs in North East India for 

Export Competitiveness’.  

7) Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 

the Amma two-wheeler scheme in Chennai. 

Under this scheme, 50 percent subsidy will be 

given to working women for buying two-

wheeler in Tamil Nadu.  

8) Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 

development schemes worth Rs 1,000 crore 

for Daman and Diu, and also inaugurated a 

flight connecting Ahmedabad to coastal town 
of Diu.  

9) International Conference on Sustainable 

Biofuels will be held in New Delhi.  

10) India and Canada signed six agreements, 

including in the area of nuclear science, 

energy cooperation and information 

communication technology.  

11) The Reserve Bank of India has launched 

'Ombudsman Scheme' for non-banking 

financial companies (NBFC). The scheme will 

provide a cost-free and expeditious complaint 

redressal mechanism relating to deficiency in 

the services by NBFCs. 

12) Mahindra Aerospace and Canada’s Viking Air 

have signed a memorandum of understanding 

to support regional air connectivity under 

government's UDAN Yojana. 

13) Senior journalist and editor-in-chief of 

National Herald, Neelabh Mishra, passed 

away. He was 57.  

14) Digital payments startup Paytm has launched 

two insurance companies, Paytm Life 

Insurance and Paytm General Insurance.  

15) Exim Bank has signed an agreement with the 

United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) for financing a project on ‘Capacity 

Building of MSMEs in North East India for 

Export Competitiveness’.  

16) Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 

the Amma two-wheeler scheme in Chennai. 

Under this scheme, 50 percent subsidy will be 

given to working women for buying two-

wheeler in Tamil Nadu.  

17) Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 

development schemes worth Rs 1,000 crore 

for Daman and Diu, and also inaugurated a 

flight connecting Ahmedabad to coastal town 

of Diu.  

18) International Conference on Sustainable 

Biofuels will be held in New Delhi.  

19) Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) carried out the 

successful test flight of Rustom-2 drone at 

Chalakere in Karnataka's Chitradurga district. 

Rustom-2 is a medium-altitude long-
endurance unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV).  

20) Amit Panghal claimed his second consecutive 

international gold but the celebrated MC Mary 

Kom had to be content with a silver in the 69th 

Strandja Memorial boxing tournament for 

men and women.  

21) India shuttler Sameer Verma defeated former 

world No. 2 Jan O Jorgensen to clinch the 

men's singles title at the Swiss Open Super 

300 tournament.  
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 22) Former Cabinet Secretary TSR Subramanian 

died. He was 79.  

23) Michael McCormack has been appointed as 

the new Deputy Prime Minister of Australia.  

24) Manganlal Shah, BJP MLA from 

Uttarakhand, passed away. He was 55.  

25) Indian gymnast Aruna Budda Reddy has 

become the first Indian to win an individual 

medal at the Gymnastics World Cup. She has 

won a bronze medal in the women's vault 

event.  

26) Nitin Gadkari has laid the foundation stone for 

setting up of a National Technology Centre for 

Ports, Waterways and Coasts (NTCPWC), at 

IIT Chennai.  

27) 21st national conference on e-Governance has 

been started in Hyderabad.  

28) 20th Conference of the Commonwealth 

Education Ministers (20CCEM) was held in 

Nadi, Fiji. The theme of the Conference was 

“Sustainability and Resilience: Can Education 

Deliver?” 

29) Veteran Actress Sridevi has passed away 

recently. She was 54.  

30) Parupalli Kashyap has won the Men's singles 

title of the Austrian Open International 

Challenge.  

31) Commerce and Industry Ministry has 

appointed four institutes (IIFT, ICAI, ICSI, 

and NICMAR) to push India’s ranking in ease 

of doing business index.  

32) Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu has 

inaugurated Confederation of Indian Industry 

(CII) partnership summit in Visakhapatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh.  

33) Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh 

Rawat inaugurated the first tactile Sanitary 

Napkin production unit of Uttarakhand under 

the control of the women's empowerment and 

child development department, established by 

CSR fund of Hindustan Zinc Limited, a unit 

located in Siddiqui Pant Nagar of Vedanta 

Group.  

34) Chinese telecom gear firm Huawei unveiled 

the world's first commercial 5G modem.  

35) The Andhra Pradesh government signed a 

total of 364 memoranda of understanding with 

various business establishments, including 

Reliance Industries Limited.  

36) Pyeongchang Olympics, the biggest Winter 

Olympic Games, concluded. Norway has 

topped these games by winning 39 medals 

including 14 gold, 14 silver and 11 bronze 

medals. 
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HEADLINE ANALYSIS 

FIRST WOMAN FIGHTER PILOT UNDERTAKES SOLO FLIGHT 

 Flying officer Avani Chaturvedi created history on when she became the first Indian woman pilot of the 
Indian Air Force to complete a solo flight in a MiG-21 Bison fighter aircraft. She completed the half-an-

hour long solo flight in the Russian-origin jet in the skies over Jamnagar Air Base.  

 Chaturvedi, who is posted to No. 23 Squadron 

(Panthers), is from the first batch of three women 

officers who were commissioned as fighter pilots in 

the IAF in June 2016. Earlier, she had undertaken 

flights in twin-seater training jets, accompanied by 

Qualified Flying Instructors of the IAF. After 

completing her basic flying training on a Pilatus 

aircraft at the Air Force Academy, Chaturvedi 

underwent six months of training on Kiran trainer 

jets at Hakimpet, which was followed by a year-

long training stint on Hawk advanced trainer jets at 

Bidar Air Base. 

INDIA SUCCESSFULLY CONDUCTS NIGHT TRIAL OF PRITHVI-II MISSILE. 

 India successfully conducted a night trial of its indigenously 
developed nuclear capable Prithvi-II missile with a strike range 

of 350 km, from a test range in Odisha. 

 The surface-to-surface missile was test-fired from a mobile 

launcher from launch complex-3 of the Integrated Test Range at 

Chandipur near around 8.30 pm, as part of a user trial by the 

Army. 

 The perfect test launch, came after successful trial of the Agni-5 
missile on January 18, Agni-1 on February 6, and Agni-2 from 

the Abdul Kalam Island off the Odisha coast. 

 Prithvi II missile was also successfully test fired earlier on 
February 7 from the ITR at Chandipur. 

 The state-of-the-art Prithvi-II missile is capable of carrying 500 

to 1,000 kg of warheads and is thrusted by liquid propulsion twin 

engines. The sophisticated missile, which has a strike range of 350 km, uses advanced inertial guidance 

system with maneuvering trajectory to hit its target. 

FEDERAL BANK TO ACQUIRE A 26% STAKE IN EQUIRUS CAPITAL. 

 Kochi-based private lender Federal Bank Ltd would acquire a 26% stake in Mumbai-based investment bank 
Equirus Capital Pvt. Ltd. 

 The board of directors of Federal Bank had approved the acquisition of a minority 26% stake in the 

company, subject to statutory and regulatory approvals and satisfactory completion of financial and legal 

factors. 
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  Founded in 2007, Equirus Capital is a closely held unlisted 
investment banking firm that has completed more than 135 

transactions across mergers and acquisitions (M&A), private 

equity, initial public offerings (IPOs), qualified institutional 

placements (QIPs) and structured finance, raising over $3.2 

billion in the process. 

 Its wholly owned subsidiary Equirus Securities offers depository 

services, portfolio management and research, apart from equity 

broking. 

 The investment is done to increase the product offerings to a 
spectrum of wholesale clients by offering comprehensive 

financial solutions for debt and equity capital markets, structured finance, capital market products and 

advisory services. 

 The association would aid Federal Bank in offering a host of products including wealth management 
services to high-net-worth individuals (HNIs) and the non-resident Indians (NRIs). 

 In 2012, private lender Axis Bank Ltd acquired the investment banking, equity distribution and advisory 
arms of financial services firm Enam Securities Ltd, in an all-stock deal valued at Rs1,396 crore. 

 Founded in 1984, Enam Securities offers investment banking, corporate advisory, equity broking, insurance 

broking, mutual fund advisory, debt, and capital market services. 

PAKISTAN HAS BEEN PUT IN TERROR FINANCING WATCHLIST BY TASK FORCE. 

 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) in its meeting in Paris has decided to put Pakistan on a “grey list” 
for not taking adequate action against proscribed terrorist entities and individuals. 

 The motion, brought forth by the United States, was supported by countries like UK, France, and India. The 

FATF voted 36 to 1 to grey list Pakistan. 

 The only country that voted in favour of Pakistan 

was Turkey. Not even traditional friends and allies 

like China and Turkey voted in favour of Pakistan. 

 This will make it difficult for international financial 

institutions and banks to do business in Pakistan. 

Conversely, it will also make it difficult for Pakistani 

businesses to raise money overseas. 

 Pakistan will also find it hard to service its debt 

obligations. Pakistan has about 300 billion dollars of 

sovereign debt which it needs to service by the end of 

June, failing which it could be in for a sovereign ratings downgrade by international rating agencies like S& 

P Moody’s and Fitch. 

 Domestically, opposition parties the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) are 
expected to use this development to attack the ruling PML(N)and its failure to convince the international 

body. It could also have a negative effect on the PML (N) in the upcoming general elections. 

SPACEX 'S FALCON 9 LAUNCHES SPANISH OBSERVATION SATELLITE 

 An Earth-observation satellite built for Spain and two experimental satellites for internet service were 

successfully launched into orbit from California. 

 A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, reusing a first stage that had flown on a previous launch, lifted off at 6:71 a.m. 
from Vandenberg Air Force Base. 
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  The Falcon’s first stage was used to launch a satellite for 
Taiwan last August and was recovered by landing it on a 

drone ship in the Pacific. This time there was no effort to 

recover the first stage and it fell into the sea. 

 SpaceX, however, was attempting to recover the fairing — 

the aerodynamic covering that protects the satellite during 

the early phase of launch and is usually discarded after 

reaching altitudes where the atmosphere’s density is low. 

 The rocket’s primary payload was a satellite named PAZ 
for Spanish satellite operator Hisdesat. It carries an 

advanced instrument for making radar images of Earth for 

government and commercial purposes, as well as sensors 

for tracking ships and weather. 

 The satellite was designed for a 5 and a half-year mission, orbiting Earth 75 times each day at an altitude of 
575 kilometers (979 miles), covering the entire planet every 45 hours. It joins two other radar satellites in 

the same orbit covering the same ground, increasing acquisition of data. 

 The rocket also deployed two small test satellites for a proposed system that would bring internet access to 
remote areas. The “Starlink” system would require thousands of satellites operating in low Earth orbit. 

BHARTI AIRTEL LTD IS INDIA’S LARGEST TELECOM COMPANY. 

 Billionaire 
Mukesh Ambani-

owned Reliance 

Jio Infocomm Ltd 

is now India's 

third-largest 

telecom operator. 

 India's youngest 
telecom operator’s 

revenue market 

share increased to 

19.7 percent in the 

third quarter of the 

financial year 

2018, higher than 

Idea Cellular Ltd, a 

feat achieved in 

just 16 months of 

operations. The 

telecom company 

is just 90 basis points away from becoming the second-largest. 

 The revenue market share is calculated using the adjusted gross revenue (AGR) provided by the Telecom 

Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI). AGR means gross revenue adjusted for interconnect usage charges 

and other deductions. 

 In the December-ended quarter, Bharti Airtel Ltd, the country's largest telecom operator, lost some market 
share to Reliance Jio among the top telcos. Vodafone India Ltd and Idea Cellular Ltd did see some marginal 

improvement in their market share. 
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  Among the smaller players, the state-owned BSNL saw the sharpest decline in revenue market share 
followed by Anil Ambani-led Reliance Communications Ltd. Tata Teleservices revenue market share 

declined by more than 100 basis points to 4.39 percent. 

 Reliance Communications and Tata Teleservices have sold their assets to Reliance Jio and Bharti Airtel 

respectively. Reliance Communications is still operating as a virtual network operator, but Tata Teleservices 

has announced the closure. 

 The telecom sector as a whole saw its adjusted gross revenue decline the most in last three quarters. After 
an increase in the last quarter, the adjusted gross revenue again declined by 10.9 percent to Rs 27,391 crore 

in the December-ended quarter. 

RBI LAUNCHES OMBUDSMAN SCHEME FOR NBFCS  

 The Reserve Bank of India has launched 'Ombudsman Scheme' for non-banking financial companies 

(NBFC).  

 The scheme will provide a cost-free and expeditious complaint redressal mechanism relating to deficiency 
in the services by NBFCs.  

 The offices of the NBFC ombudsmen will function at four metro centres -- Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai and 
New Delhi.  

 They will handle complaints of customers in the respective zones. 

INDIA, CANADA INK SIX PACTS 

 India and Canada signed six agreements, including in the area of nuclear science, energy cooperation and 
information communication technology. 

 A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed between Indias Department of Atomic Energy and the 

Department of Natural Resources of Canada for co-operation in the fields of science, technology and 

innovation. 

 India and Canada have already signed an agreement on peaceful use of nuclear energy. 

 To step up cooperation in the field of energy, terms of reference for the India-Canada Ministerial Energy 
Dialogue were exchanged between the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas and the Department of 

Natural Resources of Canada. 

 A joint declaration of intent between the Ministry of Electronics And Information Technology and the 
Department of Innovation, Science and Economic Development of Canada on cooperation in the field of 

Information Communications Technology and Electronics was also signed. 

HUAWEI AND AIRTEL CONDUCT FIRST EVER 5G TRIAL IN INDIA. 

 China's leading smartphone maker Huawei has joined hands with telecom major to announce a successful 
testing of 5G network trial under a test set-up in India. The trial was conducted at Airtel's Network 

Experience Centre in Manesar in Gurugram. 

 During the test trial, a user throughput of more than 3 Gbps was 

achieved using the setup. This is the highest measured 

throughput for a mobile network in 3.5 GHz band with 

100MHz bandwidth and end-to-end network latency of 

approximately 1 msec. 

 The test setup demonstrated high-spectral efficiency and potential 

for diversified services such as Internet of Things (IoT) and 

Augmented Reality/Virtual Reality (AR/VR) that can be delivered 

by 5G technology to serve a digitally connected world. 

 Airtel has also partnered with Ericsson for deploying 5G technology in India. Under the partnership, 
Ericsson will work with Airtel to create a strategic roadmap to help the telco upgrade its network to next-

gen's 5G network. Apart from Ericsson and Huawei, Airtel has also partnered with Nokia for 5G technology. 
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  With 5G services, Airtel aims to take on Jio that has already stirred the 4G market and is in talks with 
Samsung to roll out 5G services in India. 

BOLLYWOOD’S FIRST FEMALE SUPERSTAR SRIDEVI KAPOOR, DIES AT 54. 

 Sridevi Kapoor, a Bollywood actress who 
captivated audiences with her large, expressive eyes 

and her comic timing, died in the United Arab 

Emirates. She was 54. The cause was cardiac arrest. 

 Sridevi, who went by a single name professionally, 
was one of the only Bollywood actresses to headline 

box-office hits with no man beside her in a leading 

role. The Associated Press said she had been 

described as “the first female superstar in India’s 

male-dominated film industry.” 

 Sridevi was 4 when she appeared in her first film, 

the start of a career that would span more than four 

decades and some 300 titles. She worked on Tamil-

, Telugu-, and Malayalam- and Kannada-language 

films in South India before moving onto the Hindi 

stage. 

 Among her best-known works were “Mr. India” (1987), “ChaalBaaz” (1989), “Chandni” (1989) and 
“Lamhe” (1991). After marrying the film producer Boney Kapoor in 1996, she retired from acting for 15 

years but returned with “English Vinglish” (2012). 

 Her final film, “Mom” — in which she played a teacher seeking to avenge the rape of her stepdaughter — 
was released last year. 

ANDHRA PRADESH GOVT INKS 463 MOUS, FOR RS 2.81 LAKH CRORE INVESTMENT. 

 Reliance Industries Limited on signed two 
agreements with the state government, promising 

a total investment of Rs 54,000 crore in oil and 

gas and electronics sectors. 

 The Memorandum of Understandings were a 
follow-up action to the meeting Reliance 

Industries Limited Chairman Mukesh Ambani 

had with Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu in 

Amaravati. 

 Reliance will invest about Rs 91,000 crore in an 
oil and gas venture in AP and another Rs 75,000 

crore in an electronics manufacturing plant near 

Tirupati. These ventures are expected to create 

45,000 jobs over the next few years. 

 The Andhra Pradesh government signed a total of 965 memoranda of understanding with various business 

establishments, including the likes of Reliance Industries Limited, that could result in an investment of Rs 

4,71,175 crore and creation of 9,15,664 jobs. 

 Reliance, in association with BP International, plans to develop offshore gas infrastructure in the Krishna-
Godavari Basin in East Godavari district. Reliance is already into gas exploration from its D6 block in the 

KG Basin near Kakinada. 
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  Reliance Jio, on the other hand, will establish an electronics manufacturing park near Tirupati in Chittoor 
district to manufacture mobile phones and set-top boxes. The Indian industry major will set up the facility 

on a 750-acre site. 

 As a pre-condition to setting up the electronics manufacturing park, Mukesh Ambani, during his meeting 

with the Chief Minister, wanted the state government to promote clusters of educational institutions like 

ITIs and diploma colleges in the vicinity to create employment right after education. 

 These MoUs were signed in the ongoing three-day Partnership Summit at the Harbor Park in the state. The 
energy sector netted the highest investment proposals worth Rs 7,77,947 crore from 95 MoUs. 

 About 44 MoUs were signed for an investment of Rs 99,417 crore in the industries, information technology 
and electronics sectors while 70 MoUs were signed for an investment of Rs 9,506 crore in the aerospace 

and defence sectors. 

 On the second day (46 February) of the Summit, a total of 415 MoUs were signed that could fetch an 
investment of Rs 7,15,561 crore and provide employment opportunity to 4,16, 179  persons. 

 On the first day ( 45 February), 19 MoUs were signed to attract an investment of Rs 55, 456 crore, including 

75 MoUs in automotive sector for an investment of Rs 75, 445 crore. 

SAMEER VERMA WINS SWISS OPEN TITLE. 

 Indian shuttler Sameer Verma 
defeated former world no 2 Jan O 

Jorgensen and won the men's 

singles title at the USD 150,000 

Swiss Open Super 300 tournament. 

The 23-year-old from Madhya 

Pradesh showed great technique to 

score 21-15 21-13 the contest. 

 Sameer, who had won the Syed 

Modi Grand Prix Gold last year and 

reached the finals at 2016 Hong 

Kong Super Series, has lifted his 

first title of the season and joined 

fellow Indians Kidambi Srikanth 

and HS Prannoy, who had won the 

title in 2015 and 2016. 

 Jorgensen, made a comeback this season after missing in action for more than seven months following a 
heel injury, Sameer showed great touch and control to emerge victories in the 36-minute contest. Sameer 

opened up a 3-0 lead early and capitalized on it to enter the break with an 11-7 advantage. He never gave 

an inch to his rival to make a comeback. 

 Jorgensen won a video referral after the interval and narrowed the gap to 10-12 but Sameer jumped to 17-
10 with five straight points before pocketing the opening game comfortably when the Danish shuttler hit 

the net. The first game lasted 17 minutes. 

 In the second game, the duo split the first 10 points before Sameer produced a series of powerful cross-court 

smashes and aided by a few miscued shot by his rival moved to an advantage of 11-6 at the lemon break. 

 Jorgensen constructed the next two rallies well to fetch two points but a net error handed the serve back to 
the Indian. The Dane left the shuttle but lost the video referral by a narrow margin. Sameer mixed the shots 

well and used a deceptive return to move to 14-9. 

 Jorgensen tried to slow the pace and induce errors from Sameer but he soon sent the shuttle wide twice. The 
first gave Sameer a seven match points, while the second he challenged even as Sameer sprawled on the 

court and lifted his arms in celebration. 
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 MUMBAI TOPS GLOBAL RANKINGS FOR EXPAT SALARIES. 

 Mumbai, the India’s financial and 

entertainment capital has top the 

global rankings for expat salaries, 

according to a survey conducted 

by HSBC Bank International Ltd. 

 Foreigners moving to the 
subcontinent’s most populous 

city reported average annual 

earnings of $471,765 . 

 That’s more than double the 
global expat average of $99,909, 

the HSBC Expat survey shows.  

 Other Asian cities joining 

Mumbai in the top 70 expat salary 

rankings were Shanghai, Jakarta 

and Hong Kong. 

 Switzerland has previously 
topped country rankings for expat 

salaries, had two cities in the top five.  

 Zurich, home to banks including Credit Suisse Group AG and UBS Group AG and a tech hub for firms 
including Alphabet Inc., reported the third highest expat salaries, while Geneva, the base for some of the 

world’s biggest commodities traders including Trafigura Group and Mercuria Energy Group, was fifth. 

 Despite high cost of living in Switzerland, the country’s high salaries and low personal tax rates reveals that 
11% of expats in Zurich has increased disposable income. 

 In fact, over half of Zurich expats reported that they are living in a better dwelling than they did at home 

even with the Swiss city’s expensive rental and property markets. 

 And while Berlin and Prague rank low in HSBC’s list of 54 cities, the majority of expats in those cities said 
the cost of living is affordable. 

STERLITE TECHNOLOGIES GOT RS3,500 CRORE PROJECT FROM INDIAN NAVY. 

 Sterlite Technologies has receive a Rs3,500-crore 

advance purchase order to design, build and 

manage the Indian Navy’s communications 

network. 

 The Rs3500-crore system integration project will 
enable the Indian Navy with a digital 

communications network at par with the most 

advanced naval forces globally. 

 This will give the navy digital defence supremacy 
at par with the best naval forces globally. This is 

the first time that an integrated naval 

communications network at such a scale is being 

built in India. 

 The navy’s communications network has been envisioned as a smarter network infrastructure with enhanced 

throughput, high-quality secure services and ease of network management.  

 The scope requires Sterlite Tech to design, build and manage the communications network for over a decade 
through its system integration capabilities. 
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  Unparalleled in scope and size, the project includes the creation of a high-capacity IP-MPLS (Internet 
Protocol - Multi Protocol Label Switching) network.  

 Once completed, it will link multiple Indian naval sites and India-administered islands. 

 Anand Agarwal is the CEO of Sterlite Technologies. 

 K.S. Rao is the COO and MD (Telecom Products & Services)of Sterlite Technologies. 

MAHINDRA SCORPIO TOISA 2018: ALL THE WINNERS. 

 The best of Indian sport in 2017 have been honored 
during a function, with Kidambi Srikanth claiming the 

top prize of Sportsperson of the Year at the third 

Mahindra Scorpio Times of India Awards (TOISA) 

powered by All-Out. 

The full list of winners - 

 Sportsperson of the year: Kidambi Srikanth 

 Team of the year: Indian Men's Hockey Team 

 Coach of the year: Anil Kumble 

 Mentor of the year: Pullela Gopichand 

 Inspiration of the year: Indian Women's Cricket Team 

 Emerging player of the year: Anish Bhanwala 

 Lifetime achievement: Vijay Amritraj 

 Change agent: Madhya Pradesh 

 Para-athlete of the year: Varun Bhati 

 Archer of the year: Abhishek Verma 

 Athlete of the year: G Lakshmanan 

 Badminton player of the year (male & female): Kidambi Srikanth & PV Sindhu 

 Basketball player of the year: Amjyot Singh Gill 

 Billiards/snooker player of the year: Pankaj Advani 

 Boxer of the year: Gaurav Bidhuri 

 Chess player of the year: Harika Dronavalli 

 Cricketer of the year (male & female): Jasprit Bumrah & Harmanpreet Kaur 

 Football player of the year: Gurpreet Singh Sandhu 

 Golfer of the year: Ajeetesh Sandhu 

 Hockey player of the year (male & female): Harmanpreet Singh & Savita Punia 

 Kabaddi player of the year: Pardeep Narwal 

 Shooter of the year (male & female): Ankur Mittal & Heena Sidhu 

 Squash player of the year: Saurav Ghosal 

 Table tennis player of the year: Sathiyan Gnansekaran 

 Tennis player of the year: Rohan Bopanna 

 Weightlifter of the year: Saikhom Mirabai Chanu 

 Wrestler of the year: Bajrang Punia 

BANGLADESH APPOINT COURTNEY WALSH AS INTERIM COACH. 

 Bangladesh named former West Indies cricketer Courtney Walsh as the interim coach for next month's tri-

nation Twenty40 series in Sri Lanka. 

 Walsh, who has been Bangladesh's bowling coach since 4076, takes over as interim coach from former 
Zimbabwean cricketer Richard Halsall. 
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  The position of Bangladesh' head coach had been 
vacant since October, when Chandika Hathurusingha 

quit after three years at the helm. 

 Meanwhile, Khaled Mahmud will no longer be a part 

of the support staff. 

 Bangladesh named a 76-man squad for next month's 
tri-nation T40I series involving Sri Lanka and India. 

 The squad is as follows: 

 Shakib Al Hasan (c), Mahmudullah Riyad (vc), 
Tamim Iqbal, Soumya Sarkar, Imrul Kayes, 

Mushfiqur Rahim, Sabbir Rahman, Mustafizur 

Rahman, Rubel Hossain, Taskin Ahmed, Abu Hider, 

Abu Jayed, Ariful Haque, Nazmul Islam, Nurul 

Hasan, Mehedi Hasan. 

MILAN NAVAL EXERCISE 

 India will host navies from 16 countries for an eight-day mega naval exercise exercise from March 6 with 
an aim to expand regional cooperation and combat unlawful activities in critical sea lanes. 

 The biennial exercise 'Milan' is being organised at the 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the backdrop of 

China's growing military posturing in the Indo-Pacific 

region. The issue is likely to figure during deliberations 

among navy chiefs of the participating countries at the 

event. 

 The countries, besides India, participating in the 

exercise are Australia, Malaysia, Mauritius, Myanmar, 

New Zealand, Oman, Vietnam, Thailand, Tanzania, 

Sri Lanka, Singapore, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Kenya 

and Cambodia. 

 'Milan' was first held in 1995 with the participation of just five navies. The aim of the initiative was to have 
an effective forum to discuss common concerns in the Indian Ocean Region and forge deeper cooperation 

among friendly navies. 

RELIANCE JIO PARTNERS WITH SAMSUNG TO BRING IOT TO INDIA. 

 The Mukesh Ambani-led Jio and the Korean tech giant 

have joined hands to deploy a nationwide cellular IoT 

network in India. Both companies have also agreed to 

extend their collaboration to bring LTE coverage to 99 

per cent of Indian population and improve network 

capacity across the country. 

 The commercial NB-IoT (narrowband internet of things) 
has already been established in Mumbai by Reliance Jio 

and Samsung in February this year. The aim is to roll out 

India's first IoT network with new use cases for both the 

consumer and enterprises such as vehicle tracking, smart 

appliances, smart metering, security, surveillance and 

more. 

 NB-IoT is a Low Power Wide Area Network (LPWAN) radio technology standard which allows a wide 
range of devices and services to be connected using cellular telecommunications bands.  The NB-IoT 
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 network not only utilizes the existing spectrum owned by Jio, but can also be enabled by a mere software 

upgrade to the already installed base stations. The company has also deployed a dedicated cellular IoT 

virtualized core. 

 Jio is hopeful of covering 99 per cent of country's population by Diwali this year. At present the company 
has a user base of 160 million subscribers in India.  

 Youngky Kim is the President and Head of Networks Business at Samsung Electronics. 

GLOBAL SURVEY PEGS AVERAGE PAY HIKE IN 2018 AT 9.4%. 

 Companies in India are expected to give an average pay 

increase of 9.4% in 2018, according to a report by global 

professional services firm Aon Hewitt.  

 That’s almost the same as that in 2017 — 9.3%. The report said 

the single-digit increase last year marked a departure from the 

double-digit increments given by organizations since the 

inception of the study.  

 It was 10.2% in 2016. The study surveyed around 1,000 

companies across 20 industries. 

 Sectors such as professional services, consumer-internet 

companies, life sciences, automotive and consumer 

products continue to project a double-digit salary increase for 2018. Consumer internet companies are 

projecting a 10.4% this year, but that is down from 12.9% two years ago. IT projecting average hike of 9.5% 

 The hi-tech/IT sector is projecting an average hike of 9.5% in 2018, whereas IT services companies, which 
provide the majority of the employment in India, are projecting an average hike of just 6.2%, about the same 

as last year. 

 The report said the focus on performance is getting sharper year on year.  

 A top performer is getting an average salary increase of 15.4%, approximately 1.9 times the pay increase 
for an average performer. Moreover, the bell curve is sharpening with a significant drop in the percentage 

of people in the highest rating. Pay increases for top and senior management are consistently going down. 

 The attrition rate is seeing a continuous downward trend — the overall attrition has come down from an 
average of 20% in the previous decade to 15.9% in 2017. 

 India Inc gives the highest increments among major Apac countries. In 2017, while India was at 9.3%, China 

was second with 6.5%. Malaysia gave an average increment of 5.1%, Singapore 3.9%, Australia 3.1%, and 

Japan 2.4%. 

KANCHI SHANKARACHARYA JAYENDRA SARASWATI DEAD AT 82. 

 Jayendra Saraswati, the 69th Shankaracharya of the Kanchipuram Kamakoti Peetam math, has passed away. 
He was 82 years old. 

 The senior pontiff has been ailing in recent months. He had been admitted to the hospital most recently in 

January. He had been admitted to Chennai's Sri Ramachandra 

Hospital after he collapsed at the math with shortness of breath and 

low blood pressure. 

 He had been named as successor to the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam 
by his predecessor, Chandrashekarendra Saraswati, widely known 

as the 'Mahaswami' of the math, in 1954. Jayendra Saraswati had 

become the head of the math in 1994 after the death of 

Chandrashekarendra Saraswati. During his time as the head pontiff, 

the math expanded its presence and role in charitable activities by 

setting up a number of hospitals and schools that continue to function. 
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  He will now be succeeded by Vijayendra Saraswati. 

 The Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam is believed to have been established in the year 482 BC by Adi Shankara, the 

propounder of Advaita Vedanta, which caused a paradigm shift within Hinduism. It has the distinction of 

having an unbroken line of 70 acharyas, of whom Jayendra Saraswati was the 69th. 

 Jayendra Saraswati's had led efforts to expand the reach of the math in the 1970s and 80s, by reaching out 
to economically weakers sections of society. He had also attempted to take part in negotiations for the 

peaceful settlement of the Ram Janmabhoomi dispute in Ayodhya. 

 He had been acquitted in November 2013 in the case relating to the 2004 murder of A Sankararaman, 
manager of Kanchipuram's Varadaraja Perumal Temple. His arrest in 2004 and the two months he spent in 

judicial custody had come as a jolt to many in Tamil Nadu. 

ASHWIN NAMED INDIA (A) CAPTAIN IN DEODHAR TROPHY 

 Senior off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin was 
named captain of the India 'A' team for the Deodhar 

Trophy, scheduled to be held in Dharamsala from 

March 5-1.  

 Shreyas Iyer is the captain of the India 'B' team 
while the third team in the tournament is Vijay 

Hazare Champions Karnataka led by Karun Nair. 

 Ashwin is one of the prominent selection in 
Deodhar Trophy as most of the others are 

performers in the just concluded National One Day 

Championships. 

 Among the victorious U-79 World Cup team, 

Shubman Gill and Prithvi Shaw have been included in the India A side.  

 The selectors also included speedsters Umesh Yadav, who didn't get a single game during India's tour of 
South Africa.  

 Meanwhile, the selectors also picked up Rest of India team which will take on Vidarbha in the Irani Cup in 
Nagpur from March 75-71. 

 Team- 

 India A: Ravichandran Ashwin (captain), Prithvi Shaw, Unmukt Chand, Akshdeep Nath, Shubman Gill, 
Ricky Bhui, Suryakumar Yadav, Ishan Kishan (wk), Krunal Pandya, Mohammed Shami, Navdeep saini, 

Basil Thampi, Kulwant Khejroliya, Rohit Rayudu. 

 India B: Shreyas Iyer (captain), Ruturaj Gaikwad, Abhimanyu Easwaran, Ankit Bawne, Manoj Tiwary, 
Siddhesh Lad, Kona Bharat (wk), Jayant Yadav, Dharmedra jadeja, Hanuma Vihari, Siddarth kaul, Khaleel 

Ahmed, Harshal Patel, Umesh Yadav, Rajat Patidar. 

 Rest of India: Karun Nair (Captain), Prithvi Shaw, Abhimanyu Easwaran, R Samarth, Mayank Agarwal,, 
Hanuma Vihari, KS Bharat (WK), Ravindra Jadeja, Jayant Yadav, Shahbaz Nadeem, Anmolpreet Singh, 

Siddarth Kaul, Ankit Rajpoot, Navdeep Saini, Atit Sheth. 

FEDERER BECOMES THE MOST DECORATED LAUREUS AWARD WINNER. 

 Tennis legend Roger Federer became the most decorated winner in the history of Laureus World Sports 
Awards. He won twin honours, his sixth, which includes the Sportsman, and Comeback titles at the 18th 

edition of the prestigious awards ceremony. In the Sportsman of the Year category, Federer waved off tough 

competition from the likes of Rafael Nadal and Cristiano Ronaldo to bag the honours. 

 The Swiss tennis star, who won the Australian Open and Wimbledon this year, also clinched the Comeback 
of the Year award following his achievements after making a comeback from a serious knee injury. 
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  American tennis great Serena 
Williams won the Sportswoman of 

the Year Award following her 

Australian Open success, her 23rd 

Grand Slam title. Serena, is now the 

most decorated female Laureus 

Award winner with five Laureus 

statuettes.  

 French Vendee Globe winning 

sailor Armel Le Cleach won the 

Action Sportsperson of the Year 

Award. Swiss triple world 

champion wheelchair racer Marcel 

Hug won the 'World Sportsperson 

of the Year with a Disability 

Award' for his 800m, 1,500m and 

5,000m titles in the T54 class, at the 

2017 World Para Athletics 

Championships in London. 

 Attended by sports stars, celebrities 
and business leaders from around 

the world, the awards recognised sporting achievement in the 2017 calendar year. 

 Among other awards, Italy and Roma football legend Francesco Totti received the Laureus Academy 
Exceptional Achievement Award, honoured for his inspirational 22-year one-man-club career with Roma 

and his 2006 World Cup success with Italy. 

 Houston Texans J J Watt received the Laureus Sporting Inspiration Award for his incredible fundraising 
efforts after Hurricane Harvey destroyed Houston, where he raised more than USD 37 million to support 

relief efforts. 

 Besides, US Olympic legend and Laureus Academy member Edwin Moses received the Laureus Lifetime 

Achievement Award, in recognition for his remarkable sporting career in which he won two Olympic gold 

medals and remained unbeaten for nine years, nine months and nine days in the 400 metres hurdles. 
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IMPORTANT FACTS 

 The provision of a wide range of financial services by an organization, under one roof is called as “Universal 
Banking”. 

 “Retail Banking” refers to the provision of services by a bank to individual customers. 

 Doing banking business with corporate / industrial entities is called as “Wholesale Banking”.  It is also 

known as “Corporate Banking / Commercial Banking. 

 “Narrow Banking”, which involves investing large portion of the deposits in risk free assets like 
Government Securities [G-Sec]. It is also called as “Safe Banking”. 

 “Core Banking” is a banking service provided by a group of networked bank branches where customer may 
access his/her bank account & perform basic banking transactions from any of the member branch offices. 

 An “Investment Banking” is a specific division of banking related to raising capital for companies, 
governments & other entities. It is also known as “Merchant Banking”. 

 ICICI Bank is the first Universal Bank in India. 

 Union Bank of India was inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi in the year 7979. 

 First Public Sector Bank (PSB), which established Mutual Fund Company – State Bank of India. 

 Sveriges Riskbank / Bank of Sweden is the oldest central bank in the world. It was founded in 7661. 

 Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC) introduced first time ATM in India in 7911, 
Mumbai. 

 Bank of India is the first Indian Bank to open overseas branch. It established a branch in London in 7956. 

 Central Bank of India was the first public bank to introduce Credit Card in India. 

 ICICI Bank was the first Indian Bank to provide Internet Banking Facility. 

 Punjab National Bank introduced Cash Deposit Machine (CDM) concept in India. 

 World first Floating ATM launched by State Bank of India in Kerala. 
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