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Hello! Dear aspirants.
While learning English language you have studied the topic-‘Article’ several times so far in your 
life yet you might have some doubts because generally students get confused. When you attempt 
questions based on articles, you generally think that ‘the’ should be used here or not and ‘a’ 
should be used or ‘an’. There are lots of confusions. 
Here, we try to clear your doubts and give you knowledge in a very easy and effective way. We 
hope you will enjoy and remember it. And the most important thing is that this knowledge will help 
you in attempting English in several competitive exams and we hope you will be selected. Let’s 
begin to understand what is an ‘Article’? There are two types of articles or number-wise there are 
three articles a, an and the.

1.  Indefinite Article [A/ An]
2.  Definite Article [The]
 Before you go into the details of the 

articles. You need to have an overview 
regarding their position and use.

The Table of Articles

Now the table with examples

 

Indefinite Article
	 Let's	 begin	 by	 looking	 at	 the	 indefinite	

article. It denotes an uncertain person, 
place, idea or thing and it comes before 
common noun or before the adjective to 
which	it	qualifies	such	as:	

 A book, a man, a boy, a car, a blue 
umbrella, a swimming pool etc.

	 Remember	 that	 indefinite	article	 is	used	
before any singular countable noun. 
Read the following sentences and try to 
understand it.  

1.  I bought a pen yesterday.
2.  She has visited a university.
3.  John has a blue umbrella.  
4.  I have purchased a car recently. 

The difference between A or An

  
 The meaning of both ‘A & An’ is same 

as ‘any one’ but there is a big difference 
between ‘A & An’ and it is determined 
by sound before a word beginning with a 
vowel sound ‘An’ is used. Remember that 
‘an’ is used before vowel sound not vowel 
letters-‘a, e, i, o, u’. So always keep in 
your mind that ‘an’ is used when the noun 
has	vowel	 sound	 as:	 an	 egg,	 an	orange,	
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an honest man, an hour. Remember ‘A 
& An’ are used with the singular number 
only. Read the following sentences and 
try to understand its use.

1.  He eats an apple everyday. (initial letter 
vowel ‘a’ as well as it has a vowel sound)

2.  She has spent an hour on her study.  ('h' is 
silent and it should be pronounced as ‘an 
our’)

3.  We know a person who is an MLA. (‘M’ 
is pronounced as ‘em or am’ means starts 
with vowel sound.)

4.  I have visited a European country. 
(sounds like 'yer-o-pi-an,' i.e. begins with 
consonant	'y'	sound.	Some	more	example:	
a university, a uniform, a unique thing 
etc.) 

The use of Indefinite Article [a/an]:
	 The	uses	of	indefinite	article	(a/an)	point-

wise in detail with examples.

 
1.  It is used in its original numerical sense of 

one:
Exp.  Twelve inches make a foot.
 Two miles is not a long distance.
2.  It is used before a singular countable noun 

that	denotes	a	class	or	a	community	as:	a	
dog, a cow, a son, a daughter, a pupil, a 
beggar etc.

Exp.  1. One evening a beggar came to my door.
 2. A cow is a gentle animal.
 3. A pupil should obey his teacher.
3.		 It	is	used	before	‘half’	as:	four	and	a	half	

kilo,	five	and	a	quarter	metre	etc.
Exp. 1. My father has bought three and a half 

kilo tomatoes.
 2. That little girl has covered nine and a 

quarter metre distance. 
4.  It is used to make a common noun of a 

proper noun or before a person that is 
known	to	the	speaker	as:	A	Mr.	Kapoor,	A	
Mr. Sharma, A Rahul etc.

Exp.  1. A William come to judgement. 
	 2.	A	Mr.	Kapoor	is	coming	here	to	address	

you.
5.  It is used before the words that denote 

certain	 quantity	 or	 units	 as:	 hundred,	
thousand, dozen, million etc.

Exp.  1. She has bought a dozen eggs.
 2. He has a hundred books.
6.		 It	is	used	in	some	idioms/phrases	as:	
•	 in	a	fix
• at a loss
• in a hurry
• at a stone throw 
• tell a lie
• make a noise 
• feel a shame
• in a nutshell
• keep a secret
• take a fancy
• a short while ago
• to take an interest in
Exp.  1. Please explain it in a nutshell.
 2. I do not tell a lie.
 3. Children are making a noise.
 4. I saw him a short while ago.
 5. Always take an interest in study. 
7.		 It	is	used	in	the	following	expressions	as:	
• a slice of bread
• a piece of information
• an article of furniture
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• a strand of hair 
• a piece of jewellery 
• an item of stationery
• an act of mischief 
Exp. 1. Please give him a slice of bread.
 2. I need a piece of information,
 3. He is committing an act of mischief. 
 4. She had a piece of jewellery
 5. This child is buying an item of   

 stationery.
8.			 It	is	used	before	the	verbs	used	as	nouns:	

a walk, a talk, a meet, a visit, a rest, a 
drive, a mind etc.

Exp. 1. This dish has a taste. 
 2. I go for a walk.
 3. He has a mind  
9.		 It	 is	 used	 before	 some	 adjective	 as:	 ‘a	

little, a few’ used for giving the sense of 
‘some’.

Exp. 1. I have a little milk in my refrigerator. 
 2. She has a few friends.
10.		 It	is	used	after	‘many/such/quite/rather’.
Exp. 1. Many a student would accept this 

theory.
 2. He has done quite an impossible task.
 3. It is rather a pity.

Definite Article
	 Now	let's	begin	by	looking	at	the	definite	

article. This article is the word 'the,' and 
it	refers	directly	to	a	specific,	particular,	
known, introduced noun or groups of 
nouns. Read the following sentences and 
try to understand its use.

1.  There was a boy in a village. The boy 
had been living in the village for several 
years. One day he met a man and the man 
was very intelligent.

2.  I am eating the apple which you gave me.
3.		 Kindly	return	the	book	which	I	gave	you.

4.  Please switch off the light.
 The use of Definite Article:
	 The	use	of	definite	article	point-wise	 in	

detail with examples.

 
 1.  When we talk about a particular person or 

thing, or one already referred to earlier.
Exp. 1. I met a girl yesterday and the girl was 

very honest.
		 2.	 The	 novel	 which	 I	 have	 finished,	 is	

very interesting.
 3. This is the student who has failed 

several times.
2.  When a singular noun is meant to 

represent a whole class.
Exp. 1. The cow is a useful animal.
 2. The dog is a faithful animal
	 3.	The	rose	is	the	sweetest	of	all	flowers.
3.  It is used before the names of seas, 

oceans.
•	 the	Pacific	ocean
• the Atlantic ocean 
• the black sea
• the Caribbean sea
• the Arabian sea 
4.  It is used before the names of rivers.
• the Ganga
• the Nile
• the Sutlej 
• the Godawari
• the Setu 



[5]

STUDY NOTES FOR SSC AND OTHER EXAMS 

Write us : content @mahendras.org myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendraguru.comwww.mahendras.org

5.  It is used before the names of certain rel\
religious books.

• the Puranas 
• the Ramayana
• the Quran
• the Gita 
• the Vedas
6.  It is used before the names of things that 

are unique.
• the sun
• the sky
• the earth
• the Universe 
• the atmosphere
• the environment 
• the world 
7.  It is used before the names of groups of 

mountains.
• the Himalayas
• the Abu
• the Alps  
8.  It is used before the names of desserts.
• the Sahara dessert 
•	 the	Kalahari	dessert	
• the Thor 
9.  It is used before the names of groups of 

islands.
• The Lakshadweep Islands 
• The Andaman and Nicobar Islands  
10. It is used before the names of some 

countries.
• The Netherlands 
• The USA
•	 The	UK
• The Soviet Union
• The Irish Republic 

11.  It is used before the names of directions.
• the north 
• the south
• the east 
• the west
12.  It is used before the names of newspapers.
• the Times of India 
• the Hindu 
• the Indian Express
• the Business Standard  
13.  It is used before the names of trains and 

airways.
• the Rajdhani Express 
• the Intercity 
• the Jet Airways 
• the Qatar Airways  
14.  It is used before the names of musical 

instruments.
•	 the	flute	
• the violin 
• the guitar 
• the harmonium 
15.  It is used before the names of planets.
• the Venus 
• the Mars 
• the Jupiter 
• the Earth 
16.  It is used before the names of religions.
• the Hindus 
• the Muslims 
• the Sikhs 
• the Jains 
• the Buddhists   
17.  It is used before the names of sports cups 

and trophies.
• the World Cup 
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• the Ranji Trophy 
• the Singer Cup
18.  It is used before the names of eras. 
• the Middle Age 
• the Mughal Age 
• the Ancient Era 
19.  It is used before the names of inventions.
• the television 
• the telescope 
• the computer 
20.  It is used before the names of historical 

buildings and monuments.
• the Taj Mahal 
• the Red Fort 
• the Qutub Minar 
21.  It is used before the names of movements, 

revolutions and wars.
• The French Revolution
• The Quit India Movement 
• The World War 
22.  It is used before a proper noun when it 

is	qualified	by	an	adjective	or	a	defining	
adjectival	clause	:

• The Great Caesar
• The Immortal Shakespeare
• The Great Akbar 
• The Great Ashok
• The warrior Napoleon 
23.  It is used before the names of political 

parties.
• the BSP 
• the BJP 
• the Congress 
• the SP
24. It is used before the names of some 

diseases.
• the plague 

• the mumps 
• the measles 
•	 the	flu
25.  It is used before the names of nationality 

(plural).
• the Asians
• the Greeks 
• the Germans 
• the Indians 
26.  It is used before the names of caste, 

communities and dynasties.
• the Marathas 
• the Peshwas 
• the Rajput 
• the Gupta dynasty 
27.  It is used before physical positions.
•	 the	middle	of	the	first	paragraph	
• the top of the building 
• the centre of the market  
• the front of the house 
28.  It is used before the dates.
• the 5th of January  
• the 8th of October
29.  It is used before languages to signify 

nationality.
• the Hindi- Indians 
• the English- English people 
• the French- French people 
• the Japanese- Japanese people 
30.   It is used before the names of bays, 

canals, organisations, armed forces. 
• the Bay of Bengal 
• the Suez canal 
• the United Nations 
• the Army 
• the Police
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31.  It is used before adjectives ‘same & 
whole’ and after ‘all & both’.

Exp. 1. This is the same girl that proposed me. 
 2. The whole thing is that money matters. 
32.		 It	is	used	before	‘little	and	few’	as:
Exp. 1. I had the little milk in my refrigerator  

 that has been taken by my brother.
 2.  She has the few friends that are very  

 helpful.  
33.  It is used before the names of proper 

nouns for the sake of comparison.
Exp. 1.  Anna Hazare is the Gandhi of modern  

 India.
	 2.	Kalidas	is	the	Shakespeare	of	India.		
34.  It is used before the Superlative degrees.
Exp. 1.  The darkest cloud has a silver lining.
 2. This is the best book of elementary   

 physics.
35.		 It	 is	 used	 with	 ordinal	 numbers-	 first,	

second, third etc. 
Exp. 1.		He	was	the	first	man	to	arrive	here.
	 2.	 The	fifth	chapter	of	the	book	is	very		

 interesting.
36.  It is used before an adjective denotes a 

class of persons.
Exp. 1.  The brave are always rewarded.
 2.  The young and the old, the rich and the  

 poor all demand corruption free India.
37.		 It	is	used	with	comparatives	degrees	as:
Exp. 1.  The more electricity you use, the  

 higher your bill will be.
 2.  The more you rise, the greater is the  

 fall.
‘The Omission of Articles’    

 Now we discuss the omission of article 
means to skip the use of articles (no 
article) but you have to keep exceptions 
in your mind as well.

		 Indefinite	 article	 'A/An’	 and	 Definite	
article ‘The' are omitted.

1.  Before the names of materials. 
Exp. 1. Iron is a useful metal.                          
 2. Tea grows in Assam.
	 EXCEPTION:	 In	 other	 sense	 an	 article	

can	be	used	as:	The	tea	of	Assam	is	very	
famous. 

2.  Before common noun used in its widest 
sense.

Exp. 1. Man is Mortal.
 2. God is omnipresent.         
	 EXCEPTION:	 In	 other	 sense	 an	 article	

can	be	used	as:	the	devil,	the	gods	and	the	
goddesses (in the sense of deities).

3.  Before a proper noun. 
Exp. 1. Shakespeare was the greatest dramatist. 
	 2.	Delhi	is	the	capital	of	India.
	 EXCEPTION:	 In	 other	 sense	 an	 article	

can	 be	 used	 as:	When	 indefinite	 article	
is used before proper nouns they become 
common Nouns, it is used for the sake of 
comparison	as	:	This	man	is	a	Birbal.	(a	
wiser) 

4.  Before abstract nouns as qualities, 
feelings and states used in general sense.

Exp. 1. Truth is a noble quality.          
 2. Love is a natural feeling
 3. Honesty is the best policy.     
	 EXCEPTION:	In	other	sense	an	article	ac	

be	used	as:	
 1. The honesty of my brother is beyond 

any doubt.       
 2. He always tells a lie. 
  3.He always speaks the truth.       
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 5. Before collective nouns in general   
 sense. 

Exp. 1. Life is complex. 
 2. Society does not allow this.
6.  Before noun complement, (appoint, 

make, elect, select etc.)
Exp. 1. The committee appointed him Captain.
 2. They elected him President
7.  Before hobbies, professions and sports.
Exp. 1.	Dancing	is	her	profession.
 2. Gardening is his hobby.
8.  Before names of diseases.
Exp. 1. Cancer is a dreaded disease.
	 2.	AIDS	is	spreading	like	wild	fire.
	 EXCEPTION:	 In	 other	 sense	 an	 article	

can	be	used	as:	the	Measles,	the	Mumps,	
the Rickets, the Plague, the Flu.

9.  Before uncountable nouns. 
Exp. 1. He gave me advice.
 2. He passed on information to me.
10.  Before languages.
Exp. 1.	Chinese	is	a	difficult	language.
 2. He knows Russian very well.     
11.  Before school, college, home, church, 

temple, sea, work, bed, table-hospital, 
market, prison, court when these nouns 
show primary purpose.

Exp. 1.  We go to temple on Mondays. (for   
 prayer)

 2.  Children go to school. ( for education)
 3.  He was sent to prison after conviction.  

 (as a prisoner)
 4.  He went to Sea is his early youth. (as a  

 sailor)
	 EXCEPTION:	 In	 other	 sense	 an	 article	

can	be	used	as:	He	went	to	the	sea	alone.	
(travel & other purposes) and remember 
that ‘the’ is also used with following 
nouns:	 Office,	 cinema,	 movie,	 theatre,	

picture, circus, station, bus stop etc.
12.  Before modes of travel. 
Exp. 1. He will go by air.
 2. A journey by road is very comfortable.
13.  Before names of relations like ‘Uncle, 

mother, father' etc. in place of possessive 
adjectives.

Exp. 1.	Father	will	go	to	Delhi	tomorrow.
 2. Aunt is expected any moment. 
Note:	'Father'	and	'Aunt'	implies	'our	father'	and	

' our aunt'.        
14.  Before regular meals except when 

preceded by an adjective.
Exp. 1. They take breakfast at 8 a.m.
 2. You should take dinner early.
 3. They gave us a good breakfast.
 4. A good breakfast is necessary.
	 EXCEPTION:	 In	 other	 sense	 an	 article	

can	be	used	as:	A	dinner	in	honour	of	the	
President will be held. (in the sense of 
Party)

16.  Before such nouns as ‘Cattle, gentry, 
people' etc. when they are used in general 
sense.

17.  In some idioms and phrases.
 # In danger
 # By mistake
 # To lose heart. 
 # Last but not least.
 # To set foot.
 # To give ear.
 # In hand.
 # At sunrise.
 # At home. 
 # At last.
 # To	set	on	fire	
 # To	catch	fire	



[10]

STUDY NOTES FOR SSC AND OTHER EXAMS 

Write us : content @mahendras.org www.mahendraguru.com myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendras.org

18.  Before languages.
Exp. 1.	Chinese	is	a	difficult	language.
 2. He knows Russian very well.
 3. He knows the Sanskrit language.
19.(a) When two or more connected nouns refer 

to the same person or thing, the article 
should	 be	 used	 before	 the	 first	 noun.	
However, the article is used before each 
noun if they refer to two different persons 
or objects. 

Exp. 1. The Prime Minister and the President  
 are visiting the town today. (Two  

  different persons holding two 
  different posts.)
 2. The Prime Minister and President of  

 the party is on a visit to the town today.  
 (One person holding two posts.)

(b)		 Similarly,	 one	 article	 before	 the	 first	
adjective is used when two or more 
adjectives qualify the same noun.

Exp. 1. She is wearing a black and a red gown.  
 (omit 'a' before 'red ')

(c)  If there are two articles before ordinals, 
use singular noun. In the case of article 
before one ordinal, noun should be used 
in plural form.

Exp. 1.	 The	 first	 and	 the	 second	 chapter	 are	
very	difficult.

	 2.	The	first	and	second	chapters	are	very	
difficult.	(The	article	is	not	repeated	with	
plural nouns and verb should be in plural 
form.)

20.  Before the names of games cricket, 
football, hockey etc.

Exp. 1. I like playing cricket very much.
 2. We are going to play hockey.
	 EXCEPTION:	 In	 other	 sense	 an	 article	

can	 be	 used	 as:	 He	 is	 playing	 a	 cricket	
match.

 EXTRA DOSE !
 As you have known that ‘the’ is used 

with	 specified	 noun.	 For	 your	 better	
understanding, consider the following 
sentences in both senses general and 
specific.

1.  He loves pasta. (in general sense)
 He loves the pasta at that restaurant. (in 

specific	sense)
2. That store sells furniture. (in general 

sense)
 The furniture in my living room is all 

new.	(in	specific	sense)
3. Vegetables are good for you. (in general 

sense)
 The vegetables at the market are always 

fresh.	(in	specific	sense)
4. I need advice. (in general sense)
 The advice you gave me was very helpful. 

(in	specific	sense)
5. He gave me information yesterday.
 The information I have received is correct.
 WELL! NOW CHECK YOUR 

KNOWLEDGE BY ATTEMPTING THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.
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 Fill in the blank with the appropriate 
article, a, an, or the, or leave the space 
blank if no article is needed.

1.  I want ____ apple from that basket.
2.  ____ church on the corner is progressive.
3.  Miss Lin speaks ____ Chinese.
4.  I borrowed ____ pencil from your pile 

of pencils and pens.
5.  One of the students said, "____ professor 

is late today."
6  Eli likes to play ____ volleyball.
7.  I bought ____ umbrella to go out in the 

rain.
8.  My daughter is learning to play ____ 

violin at her school.
9.  Please give me ____ cake that is on the 

counter.
10.		 I	lived	on	____	Main	Street	when	I	first	

came to town.
11.  Albany is the capital of ____ New York 

State.
12. My husband's family speaks ____ 

Hindi.
13.  ____ apple a day keeps the doctor away.
14.  ____ ink in my pen is red.
15.  Our neighbours have ____ cat and ____ 

dog.
ANSWERS: 

1.  I want an apple from that basket.
2.  The church on the corner is progressive.
3.  Miss Lin speaks Chinese. (no article 

needed)

4.  I borrowed a pencil from your pile of 
pencils and pens.

5.  One of the students said, "The professor 
is late today."

6.  Eli likes to play volleyball. (no article)
7.  I bought an umbrella to go out in the 

rain.
8.  My daughter is learning to play the 

violin at her school.
9.  Please give me the cake that is on the 

counter.
10.		 I	lived	on	Main	Street	when	I	first	came	

to town. (no article)
11.  Albany is the capital of New York State. 

(no article)
12.  My husband's family speaks Hindi. (no 

article)
13.  An apple a day keeps the doctor away.
14.  The ink in my pen is red.
15.  Our neighbours have a cat and a dog.

Choose the correct article.
EXERCISE- 2

1.  They usually spend their holidays in 
__________ mountains. 

 (A) the 
 (B) no article
 (C) a

PRACTICE EXERCISE
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2.  Singapore has __________ ideal 
climate.

 (A) no article
 (B) an
 (C) the
3.  This is __________ best Max restaurant 

in the country. 
 (A)  no article
 (B)  a
 (C)  the
4.  I can't live on __________ thousand 

dollar a month. 
 (A)  the
 (B)  no article
 (C)  a

5.  Someone call __________ policeman! 
 (A)  a
 (B)  the
 (C)  no article
6.  Someone call __________ police!
 (A)  no article
 (B)  the
 (C)  a
7.  He is __________ real Indian hero.
 (A)  no article
 (B)  the
 (C)  a

8.  I don't like __________ dogs, but I like 
my brother's dog. 

 (A)  a
 (B)  no article
 (C)  the
9.		 I	haven't	seen	him	in	__________	five	

years. 
 (A)  no article
 (B)  the
 (C)  a
10.		 Kobe	Bryant	is	__________	basketball	

player. 
 (A)  the
 (B)  a
 (C)  no article

Correct the following sentences.
EXERCISE- 3

1.	 The	Delhi	is	the	capital	of	India.
2.		 I	first	met	your	father	at	the	Big	Bazar.
3.  He has failed in the English.
4.  She died of the malaria.
5.  She is best singer I have heard.
6.		 Rose	is	sweetest	of	all	flowers.
7.  A man is mortal.
8.  You are in a trouble.
9.  You are making a rapid progress.
10.  There is a vast scope for improvement.
11.  Your words are not worth penny.
12.		 Don’t	make	noise.
13.  Rahul is reading a novel which you 

gave him.
14.  Arjun is Sachin of future.
15.  His uncle a poet and a singer is coming 

here tomorrow.
ANSWERS

1.		 Delhi	is	the	capital	of	India.
2.		 I	first	met	your	father	at	Big	Bazar.
3.  He has failed in English.
4.  She died of malaria.
5.  She is the best singer I have heard.
6.		 The	rose	is	the	sweetest	of	all	flowers.
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7.  Man is mortal.
8.  You are in trouble.
9.  You are making rapid progress.
10.  There is vast scope for improvement.
11.  Your words are not worth a penny.
12.		 Don’t	make	a	noise.
13.  Rahul is reading a novel which you 

gave him.
14.  Arjun is Sachin of future.
15.  His uncle a poet and a singer is coming 

here tomorrow.
EXPLANATION

Q.1 – 4. Proper nouns are the names of particular 
persons, countries, rivers etc. We do not 
use articles with proper nouns.

Q.5.  We use the with superlative adjectives.
Q.6-7. In generalisations we usually use 

singular countable nouns with the 
article ‘the’. The nouns man and woman 
are exceptions to this rule. They can be 
used in a general sense without articles.

Q.8–12. Some uncountable nouns cannot 
be	 used	 with	 articles.	 Examples	 are:	
progress, trouble and scope. Some can 
be used with articles in some other 
cases.

Q.13.		 The	case	of	specified	noun	or	particular,	
use ‘the novel’.

Q.14.  ‘the’ is used before proper noun for the 
sake of comparison. 

Q.15.  Remove ‘a’ before ‘singer because 
one person is both poet as well singer. 
In case of two words for one noun are 
used.	Use	one	article	with	the	first	one	
because one article considered singular 
whereas articles with both words 
considered plural (different persons.) 

 Choose the correct two articles in a 
sentence..

EXERCISE- 4 
1.		 Did	you	see	a/an/the	movie	about	Dian	

Fossey's work with mountain gorillas? 

It was a/an/the	amazing	film.
2.  I love a/an/the good movie about 

historical	figures	or	historical	events.	 I	
thought "Lincoln" was fantastic. And 
Daniel	 Day-Lewis	 was	 great	 in	 a/an/
the	film.

3.  I would love to take a/an/the luxury 
cruise next year to a/an/the exotic 

location such as Indonesia or Panama.
4.  Jimmy did not enjoy a/an/the cruise 

to Alaska because it was too cold and 
rainy. The weather ruined a/an/the 
entire trip.

5.		 Let's	find	a/an/the place where we can 
just sit for a couple of hours, drink some 
coffee, and have a/an/the good chat.

ANSWERS:
  1. the, an  2.  a, the  
 3. a, an   4. the, the  
 5. a, a

 LAST BUT NOT LEAST 
Dear aspirants! 
We hope you enjoyed this study note. Always 
remember “Perfect practice makes us perfect." 
So	practise	more	and	study	as	well.	Keep	
studying and keep practising.
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