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Hello! Dear aspirants.
Today, we discuss one of the most important parts of speech, which is ‘NOUN’. It is very inter-
esting and important topic. It will help you increase your comprehension. Here, we try to clear 
your doubts and give you knowledge in a very easy and effective way. We hope you will enjoy and 
remember it. 
Moreover, the most important thing is that this knowledge will help you in attempting English in 
several competitive exams and we hope you will be selected. Let’s get down to business.

NOUN

 
 Definition:
 A noun is a word that identifies a person, animal,  

place, thing, or idea. Here, we’ll take a closer look 
at what makes a noun a noun, and we will provide 
some noun examples, along with some advice for 
using nouns in your sentences. Every language has 
words that are nouns. As you read the following 
explanations, think about some words that might fit 
into each category.

•	 Person – A term for a person, whether proper name, 
gender, title, or class, is a noun.

•	 Animal – A term for an animal, whether proper 
name, species, gender, or class is a noun.

•	 Place – A term for a place, whether proper name, 
physical location, or general locale is a noun.

•	 Thing – A term for a thing, whether it exists now, 
will exist, or existed in the past is a noun.

 Examples:
•	 Shakespeare was an influential English philosopher.
•	 Monkeys are very jolly in nature. 
•	 Harvard and Cambridge are famous universities.
•	 The lamp sits on table next to the sofa.
 The important functions of Nouns: 
•	 As subjects. Every sentence has a subject, which is 

a noun that tells us what that sentence is all about. 
John swung the baseball bat.

•	 As direct objects. These nouns receive action from 
verbs. John swung the baseball bat.

•	 As indirect objects. These nouns receive the direct 
object. Brad threw John the ball.

•	 As objects of prepositions. These nouns follow the 
prepositions in prepositional phrases. John swung 
the baseball bat at Greg.

•	 As predicate nominatives. These nouns follow 
linking verbs and rename the subject. John is a 
baseball player.

•	 As object complements. These nouns complete the 
direct object. They named their dog Max.

 TYPES OF NOUN

 
 There are various types of nouns which are described 

below with proper definition and examples:

 PROPER NOUN
 Proper noun is the noun used to name individual 

person, place or any organization. It is written with 
its first letter in capital and does not matter the 
place of its occurrence in the sentence. Means, it is 
always written with its first letter in capital whether 
comes in the starting, middle or end of the sentence. 
In order to know the proper use of proper noun 
in the sentence, you need to know the difference 
between proper noun and common noun as many of 
us generally get confused between both.

•	 I like Mohan very much.
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•	 I live in India from my birth.
•	 She failed to get job in Microsoft.
•	 I went to Agra.
•	 I saw Titanic movie first time in cinema hall.
  Use of Proper Nouns in the Sentence
 It is easy to use proper nouns in the sentences once 

you have thorough knowledge of the rules described 
above. You need to be sure that you have capitalized 
them.

 For example:
•	 Me and my friends like very much to eat cookies 

especially Oreo. (''cookies'' is common noun, 
''Oreo'' is proper noun)

•	 The name of my class teacher is Anita 
Agrawal. (''teacher'' is common noun, ''Mrs. Anita 
Agrawal'' is proper noun)

•	 The name of restaurant where we enjoyed a lot 
is Madan Sweet. (''restaurant'' is common noun, 
''Madan Sweet'' is proper noun)

•	 Agatha Christie is a famous writer who wrote 
many books. (''writer'' is common noun, ''Agatha 
Christie'' is proper noun)

•	 Rosy is my cutest cat I adopted last year. (''cat'' is 
common noun, ''Rosy'' is proper noun)

•	 We went to San Francisco city last year. (''city'' is 
common noun, ''San Francisco'' is proper noun)

•	 Swami is my good teacher who finishes work before 
alarm. (''teacher'' is common noun, ''Mr. Swami'' is 
proper noun)

•	 Jupiter is a planet and not a star. (''planet or star'' is 
common noun, ''Jupiter'' is proper noun)

•	 The Library of Congress contains lots of important 
documents. (''documents'' is common noun, ''The 
Library of Congress'' is proper noun)

COMMON NOUN
 Common noun is a word which we use in the 

sentence for something such as cat, boy, girl, 
lake, bridge, etc. It is completely different from 
the proper noun (which we use in the sentence to 
something such as Peter, Mohan, UK, India, The 
London Bridge, etc). We use common noun in the 
sentences to denote a class of person, place, or 
thing whereas proper nouns are used for a specific 
person, place, or thing. Common nouns are name to 
general items rather than the specific ones. Some 
common examples of the common nouns in your 

living room or study room are like remote, lamp, 
TV, chair, couch, window, paintings, bed, pillow, 
candle, table, door, etc. We can see the examples 
of common nouns very easily everywhere in our 
surroundings.

 Examples of common nouns outside the home are 
mall, restaurant, hotel, street, bathroom, school, 
station, college, friend, office, temple, park, post 
office, backyard, beach, supermarket, pet store, 
teacher, police officer, clerk, manager, window 
dresser, shoplifter, writer, delivery driver, coffee 
shop, waiter, boyfriend, girlfriend, cousin, birds, 
animals, etc.

 Some common nouns in our kitchen are like washing 
machine, refrigerator, stove, window, toaster, oven, 
utensils, coffee maker, wallpaper, sink, plate, glass, 
coffee mug, cup, bowl, mixer, juicer, pan, cooker, 
etc.

 For Example:
•	 It is the sound of my alarm clock. (the word 'clock' 

is a common noun as it identifies a thing).
•	 My car stands in the garage. ('car' is a common noun 

as it names a thing)
•	 My yard is full of green trees. ('yard' is a common 

noun as it names a place)
•	 Sky looks very clear in the morning. ('sky' is a 

common noun in this sentence)
•	 I go to school by bus. ('school' is a common noun as 

it names a place)

 CATEGORIZED EXAMPLES OF 
COMMON NOUNS

 We have provided below the list of common nouns 
under various categories such as:

 People: brother, sister, mother, father, child, 
toddler, baby, teenager, grandfather, grandmother, 
writer, student, philosopher, teacher, minister, 
president, businessperson, photographer, salesclerk, 
woman, man, person, driver, officer, doctor, 
engineer, principal, peon, labour, nurse, shopkeeper, 
gatekeeper, sweeper, salesman, friend, boy, girl, 
madam, sir, and so many.

 Places: country, city, town, village, state, building, 
continent, shop, restaurant, hotel, school, park, 
coffee shop, zoo, water park, mall, house, college, 
laboratory, library, classroom, temple, etc.

 Ideas: happy, sad, love, respect, honour, hate, 



[4]

STUDY NOTES FOR SSC AND STATE LEVEL EXAMS 

Write us : content @mahendras.org www.mahendraguru.com myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendras.org

patriotism, pride, etc.
 Animals: cow, buffalo, lion, tiger, dear, fish, bear, 

dog, goat, cat, tortoise, alligator, bird, wolf, snake, 
frog, horse, ant, donkey, etc.

 Things: chair, table, truck, book, pencil, eraser, 
box, iPad, iPhone, computer, coat, boots, TV, 
remote, bed, fan, coaster, camera, mobile, etc.

 Relatives: father, mother, grandfather, 
grandmother, daughter, son, brother, sister, baby, 
child, children, uncle, aunt, etc.

 Fruits and Vegetables: grapes, apple, guava, 
peach, fig, banana, apricot, lettuce, broccoli, celery, 
carrot, spinach, cabbage, etc.

        Use of Common Nouns in the Sentence
 Common nouns are general names so we cannot 

capitalize them unless they start a sentence or 
used as part of a title. Common nouns can be used 
anywhere in the sentence according to the need and 
requirement. It can be used in the manner as it not 
show the grammatical error. It can occur in between 
the sentence anywhere or in the start of the sentence. 
It is written in small letter if occur anywhere in the 
sentence, however written in capital letter if occur 
in the start of sentence. Following are the examples 
of common noun which will help you to recognize 
exactly what are common nouns.

•	 Seema has broken my coffee mug.
•	 My dad has bought a new pair of jeans.
•	 I still remember the name of painter who had paint 

my home.
•	 Come on, hurry up! My friends are waiting for me 

at the restaurant.
•	 I live for many years with my parents in the big city.
•	 We went to see live cricket match yesterday at 

the stadium.

 MATERIAL NOUN
 Material noun is the name given to the material, 

substance or things made up of alloy. It refers to 
the type of substance instead of individual particles 
of the substance. Material nouns are not countable 
means we cannot count them because they are in the 
forms of liquid, semi-liquid or solid. This noun is 
especially called as material noun because nouns in 
this class are almost materials like cloth, air, metal, 
gold, salt, iron, silver, steel, brass, bronze, copper, 
aluminium, lead, coal, coral, gem, diamond, glass, 

fibre, calcium, plastic, rubber, paper, cement, paint, 
plywood, synthetics, shampoo, soap, perfume, 
wine, tar, chemical, rexene etc. Sometimes we 
cannot make the plural forms of material noun.

 Some of the material nouns are used as the count 
nouns, for example; 'wine' as one may talk about 
different wines, type of wine instead of the 
substance of wine. So, here we can say that wine is 
not a material noun as type of wine is countable. We 
can say that material nouns are common nouns as 
they denote substances instead of denoting people 
or places.

 For examples:
•	 Cotton dresses are very cheap and comfortable.
•	 My mom purchased a gold ring for me.
•	 I drink milk in the silver
•	 My father has a shop for diamonds.
•	 Calcium is a good mineral for health.
•	 Plastic is made up of many molecules of ethylene.
•	 There are many utensils in my kitchen made up 

of iron.
•	 Taj Mahal is built using marbles.
•	 I drink milk daily in the night.
•	 Most of the industries use fibre.
•	 In the ancient time, most of the kitchen utensils 

were made up of brass.

  Examples of Material Nouns
 Material nouns are names given to the raw elements 

or objects exist in the nature and cannot be created 
by human being, however many new things can 
be created by man using raw materials. The main 
source of raw materials are nature, animals and 
plants. We have provided below the list of common 
nouns under various categories such as:

 Material nouns from nature: water, air, silver, 
gold, iron, copper, sand, coal, rock, sunlight, rain, 
earth, salt, etc.

 Material nouns from animals: egg, meat, honey, 
milk, silk, leather, wool, etc.

 Material nouns from plants: cotton, food, oil, 
wood, jute, coffee, medicine, tea, rubber, perfume, 
etc.

  Use of Material Nouns in the Sentence
 Material nouns are written in the capital letter when 

they occur in the start of sentence otherwise written 
in small letter when occur anywhere in the sentence. 
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Following are the examples of material noun:
•	 I eat egg.
•	 I wear cotton.
•	 We get silk from silk worm.
•	 We should drink clean water.
•	 My mom wears diamond.

  COMPOUND NOUN
 Two or more nouns combined together to form 

a single word which is called as compound noun. 
Some of the compound nouns are written with 
space between two words (such as grapefruit juice), 
words separated by the hyphen (such as sister-in-
law, brother-in-law), or as single word (such as 
schoolteacher). There are some compounded nouns 
whose origins are unclear (such as bonfire, marshal, 
etc.) so they called as amalgamated compound. 
Generally, one word of the compound nouns 
contain noun whereas other word may be an adverb, 
verb, adjective, preposition, or gerund. First word 
becomes modifying word or add meaning to second 
one (main word).

 Examples of compound nouns are like washing 
machine, boyfriend, dining-table, public speaking, 
greenhouse, bus stop, fire-fly, football, full moon, 
bystander, blackboard, software, breakfast, lookout, 
swimming pool, sunrise, upturn, haircut, train-
spotting, check-out, mother-in-law, underworld, 
bedroom, motorcycle, printer cartridge, water tank, 
rainfall, train-spotting, hanger-on, passer-by, driving 
license, take-off, drawback, onlooker, dry-cleaning, 
redhead, output, overthrow, input, policeman, etc.

  Use of Compound Nouns in the Sentence
 Compound nouns are written in the capital letter 

when they start the sentence otherwise written in 
small letter when occur anywhere in the sentence. 
Following are the examples of compound noun:

 For Example:
•	 I have to wait for bus number 12 at the bus stop.
•	 Lots of fire-flies come at night in the summer season.
•	 We played football today for two hours.
•	 Full moon has its own importance.
•	 Teachers make us understand by writing properly 

on blackboard.
•	 My mom gives us breakfast daily at 8am.
•	 I know how to wash clothes in washing machine.
•	 We join swimming pool in every summer vacation.

•	 I wake up daily before the sunrise.
•	 I need a haircut at every 2 week.
•	 My mother-in-law is very kind person.
  Forms of Compound Noun
 There are three forms of compound noun based on 

the arrangements of the two or three words into one 
word. All three forms are described below with 
proper example:

•	 Solid or Closed Compound Noun
 Solid or closed compound nouns are those words 

that have no space in between and used as a 
single word with proper meaning such as rollback, 
restroom, classroom, whatever, whoever, breakfast, 
needlepoint, slingshot, etc.

•	 Open or Spaced Compound Noun
 Open or spaced compound nouns are those words 

that have space in between and separated by the 
space. They are used as a single unit of meaning in-
spite of written separately as two words such as wet 
nurse, full moon, roller coaster, bus stop, sleeping 
bag, swimming pool, first aid, mug shot, Christmas 
tree, Christmas father, Christmas card etc.

•	 Hyphenated Compound Noun
 Hyphenated compound nouns are those words that 

are connected by one or more hyphens such as sister-
in-law, mother-in-law, jack-in-the-box, state-of-the-
art, brother-in-law, shout-out, mind-set, five-year-
old, etc.

  Examples of Compound Noun
 Compound nouns are formed by the combination 

of two words. Two words unite to form new 
combinations which we use in various ways daily. 
Compound nouns have two parts in which first part 
indicate the type of object or person or purpose 
whereas second part indicates an object or person 
in question. Compound nouns have a different and 
more specific meaning than its two combining 
words separately means. Compound nouns are 
written as single words, as a word separated with 
hyphen, or its two words having space in between. 
Various parts of speech are used to make compound 
nouns. Following are the category wise examples of 
compound nouns:

 Compound Nouns using Noun+Verb: snow drop, 
air dash, tongue slip, book mark, headline, bus 
stop, time line, earmark, monthly pay, typewriter, 
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telephone call, headache, moonlight, sunset, 
waylay, tieknot, browbeat, laybreak, toothache, 
blood shed, earth quake, rootcause, backbite, cloud 
burst, bee sting, hand shake, house arrest, etc.

  Compound Nouns using Noun+Noun: taxpayer, 
cellphone, headteacher, railroad, money market, 
bluewhale, timetable, postcard, picture book, field 
glasses, engine driver, air ticket, crime novel, 
garden flowers, blackboard, servant maid, police 
officer, ice-cream, firefighter, cricket ball, family 
business, handbag, sunlight, toothpaste, football, 
fish tank, etc.

  Compound Nouns using Noun+Gerund: cat 
walking, slow cycling, air blowing, cross heading, 
ear piercing, white washing, time consuming, 
account checking, time serving, heart rending, 
English training, day dreaming, bread baking, heart 
bleeding, test driving, mind reading, snow skidding, 
book-binding, account checking, mountain 
trekking, bird watching, eve teasing, freedom 
loving, house cleaning, thought provoking, etc.

  Compound Nouns using Gerund+Noun: sleeping 
room, working day, resting room, waiting hall, 
learning material, driving school, fishingnet, 
starring hero, sitting bench, glittering jewels, 
visiting card, cooking gas, waiting list, helping 
hand, blotting paper, drawing room, living room, 
cleaning lady, spinning wheel, steering wheel, 
swimming pool, washing machine, drinking water, 
peeping Tom, sleeping pill, writing desk, looking 
glass, steppingstone, passing cloud, spelling book, 
blotting paper, etc.

  Compound Nouns using Preposition + Noun: 
over-bridge, inbox, off-day, by line, underclass, 
bypath, outlaw, forethought, offspring, overcoat, 
afternoon, inside, middleman, downfall, downhill, 
upland, top-hat, inmate, foresight, underground, 
underworld, bystander, onlooker, etc.

  Compound Nouns using Noun and Adjective: 
forceful, ageless, homesick, bad tempered, snow 
white, beauty full, downward, grateful, harmless, 
accident prone, black gold, silk soft, careful, mercy 
less, picture perfect, honey sweet, roundabout, milk 
white, red-hot, etc.

  Compound Nouns using adverb+noun: 
downtime, overtime, etc.

 Compound Nouns using adverb+verb: input, 
output, upswing, etc.

 Compound Nouns using verb+adjective: 
tumbledown

 Compound Nouns using preposition+adjective: 
over-ripe

 Compound Nouns  using  preposition+preposition:   
 without
 Compound Nouns using preposition+verb: 

output, undercut, outlook, overthrow, etc.
 Compound Nouns using verb+noun: swimming 

pool, cross-road, breakwater, cookbook, washing 
machine, jump rope, etc.

 Compound Nouns using adjective+adjective: 
blue-green

 Compound Nouns using adjective+noun: 
blackboard, full moon, black eye, blue jeans, hot-
dog, etc.

 Compound Nouns using adjective+preposition: 
forthwith

 Compound Nouns using adjective+verb: dry-
cleaning, highlight, etc.

 Compound Nouns using noun+preposition: love-
in, hanger on, passer-by, etc.

 Compound Nouns using noun+verb: haircut, 
browbeat, milkshake, rainfall, car-wash, etc.

 Compound Nouns using verb+preposition: 
takeout, check-in, drawback, lookout, etc.

 Compound Nouns using verb+verb: freeze-dry

 COUNTABLE NOUN
 Countable noun is a noun which can be counted 

whether available in the form of singular or plural. 
Examples of countable nouns are like dog, tree, 
house, friend, book, orange, cat, animal, man, 
person, bottle, box, coin, chair, dollar, cup, plate, 
fork, bag, table, suitcase, etc. We use singular verbs 
with the singular countable nouns whereas plural 
verbs are used with the plural countable nouns. 
Countable nouns are very easy to recognize in the 
sentence.

 For example:
•	 There are almost 15 restaurants in Delhi where I 

like to go.
•	 We took many photographs when we went to 

Nainital.
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•	 My book is in the study room.
•	 I lit a candle daily in the nearest church.
•	 My class teacher likes my painting very much.
•	 I saw a big brown dog daily in my neighbourhood.

  Uncountable Noun or Mass Noun
 Uncountable nouns are nouns that cannot be 

counted using numbers. Uncountable nouns can 
be anything like abstract ideas, qualities, physical 
objects, substances, concepts, etc that are very 
small to be counted. Uncountable nouns can be in 
the form of gas, liquid, powder, etc and used with a 
singular verb in the sentence because generally they 
do not have a plural form. Uncountable nouns are 
not individual objects even though they are always 
singular. Examples of uncountable nouns are milk, 
water, music, happiness, art, love, news, advice, 
information, furniture, rice, sugar, luggage, butter, 
gas, electricity, power, money, currency, tea, air, 
knowledge, beauty, anger, fear, money, research, 
safety, evidence, etc.

 For Example:
•	 I saw, pond was empty without water.
•	 There is no more milk in the kitchen.
•	 Please bring some cheese from the market.
•	 I need to get information about my final exam.
•	 My class teacher has high level of intelligence.
•	 Please take good care of your furniture.
•	 Through your garbage properly in the dustbin.
•	 I have a very important news.
•	 My luggage is very heavy.
 Uncountable nouns can be made plural by using 

words expressing plural concept such as:
•	 I saw nine bags of garbage on the road.
•	 I drink eight glasses of water daily.
•	 Our class teacher gives us many useful advice.
•	 I have bought a loaf of bread.
•	 My chemistry lab has an expensive equipment.
•	 There are ten slices of cheese in my bag.

 Examples of Uncountable Noun
 Following are the categorized examples of 

uncountable noun:
•	 Liquids and Gases: milk, water, coffee, tea, air, 

oxygen, etc.
•	 Solid and Granular Substances: sand, wood, rice, 

metal, cheese, sugar, etc.
•	 Subjects: Hindi, French, English, chemistry, 

economics, maths, science, History, etc.
•	 Information and Abstract Concepts: advice, 

information, education, intelligence, democracy, 
etc.

•	 Energy Words and Forces: electricity, heat, 
sunshine, radiation, magnetism, etc.

 COLLECTIVE NOUN
 Collective noun is a noun used to name the group or 

number of people or things. We can use collective 
noun to identify group of nouns to make them as one 
entity. There are various specific names which we 
can use for certain groups of nouns. Using collective 
nouns we can group more than one things, place, 
person, animal, idea, etc. Collective nouns are like 
herd, group, array, class, jury, team, army, council, 
group, family, audience, board, cabinet, committee, 
company, corporation, department, faculty, firm, 
majority, navy, minority, public, school, senate, 
society, troupe, and so many.

 Use of Collective Noun in the Sentence
 Collective nouns are considered as the singular as 

they show one entity.

 For example:
•	 Animals like to live in a herd.
•	 I come first in the class.
•	 The committee agrees to perform all the 

responsibilities at right time.
•	 Members of this group are very active.

 Examples of Collective Noun
 We have listed here collective nouns in the 

categorized form to be used for people, animals, 
birds, places, things, etc.

 Collective nouns used for people: a class of 
students, a crew of sailors, a choir of singers, an army 
of soldiers, a band of musicians, a gang of thieves, 
a group of dancers, a staff of employees, a team of 
players, a bunch of crooks, a crowd of people or 
spectators, a troupe of artists or dancers, a pack of 
thieves, a regiment of soldiers, a panel of experts, a 
board of directors, an audience of listeners, a tribe 
of natives, a gang of labourers, a crew of sailors, a 
bunch of crooks, a flock of tourists, etc.

 Collective nouns used for animals: a catch of fish, 
a flock of birds, a flight of birds, an army of ants, a 
haul of fish, a flock of sheep, a herd of any animal 
(like deer, cattle, goats, elephants, buffaloes, horse, 
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etc), a hive of bees, a team of horses, a troop of 
lions, a zoo of wild animals, a pack of wolves, a 
litter of cubs, a host of sparrows, a kennel of dogs, a 
murder of crows, a team of ducks, a team of oxen, a 
litter of puppies or kittens, a swarm of bees (or ants, 
rats, flies, etc), a pack of hounds, herd of antelope, 
army of ants, colony of ants, shrewdness of apes, 
tribe of baboons, flange of baboons, congress of 
baboons, culture of bacteria, cete of badgers, colony 
of badgers, sloth of bears, sleuth of bears, pack 
of bears (or polar bears), grist of bees, colony of 
beavers, lodge of beavers, flight of bees or insects, 
congregation of birds, volery of birds, sedge of 
bitterns, herd of boar, chain of bobolinks, brace 
or clash of bucks, rabble of butterflies, wake of 
buzzards, army of caterpillars, clowder (or clutter, 
pounce, glaring, dout, nuisance, etc) of cats, drove 
of cattle, brood of chickens, flock of chickens, 
congregation of crocodiles, float of crocodiles, 
litter of dogs, kennel of dogs, pack of dogs, pod of 
dolphins, convocation of eagles, colony or knot of 
frogs, bury of rabbits, and so many.

 Collective nouns for things: a string of pearls, a 
library of books, a chest of drawers, a pack of cards, 
a bunch of keys, a group of islands, a wad of notes, 
a galaxy of stars, a stack of wood, a fleet of ships, an 
album of stamps (or autographs, photographs, etc), 
a hedge of bushes, a basket of fruit, a bowl of rice, 
a pair of shoes, a bouquet of flowers, a pack of lies, 
a range of mountains, a cloud of dust, a bouquet of 
flowers, a bunch of flowers, a pack of cards, a pack 
of lies, a forest of trees, a galaxy of stars, a range of 
mountains, a pair of shoes, a wad of notes, etc.

 Collective nouns can be singular or plural which 
depends on the context. However, it is quite difficult 
to find out which one noun is singular or plural and 
which verbs and pronouns we should use with the 
collective noun. If all the members of the collective 
noun are working individually, it would be plural 
collective noun and we should use plural verbs and 
pronouns with that noun. If all the members of the 
collective noun are working as a unit in similar 
fashion, it would be singular collective noun and we 
should use singular verbs and pronouns with that 
noun.

 We can understand this fact better through example. 

Imagine that there is a flock of sparrow eating wheat 
grains on the ground, what will happened if a cat 
come suddenly near to them. all the sparrow will 
fly off as a unit to get away from predator (here, 
collective noun is singular form). Suppose that 
there is a group of four cats in the home, but they 
all may not involve in the same work. One might 
be sleeping, one might be roaming on bed, and 
other two might be involving in another work. In 
this example, there is a group of cats, however all 
members of group are doing their own thing (here, 
collective noun is plural form).

CONCRETE NOUN
 Concrete noun is a noun which we can feel through 

our five senses such as smell, sight, hearing, touch 
and taste. Objects and substances which we cannot 
feel (see, hear, taste, touch, or smell) through our 
sense organs are not concrete nouns. Majority of 
nouns become concrete nouns as we can feel them 
(such as all animals and people) through our sense 
organs. Concrete nouns can be of any type such as 
common nouns, countable nouns, proper nouns, 
uncountable nouns, collective nouns, etc. They 
can also be in singular or plural forms. Examples 
of concrete nouns are like flower, music, bear, pie, 
tornado, ranch, colony, milk, Niagara Falls, team, 
lotion, stars, water, student, fire fighter, pencil, 
computer, incense, table, tree, fox, bang, cloud, 
panther, sunset, cinnamon, rain, cookies, car, etc.

 Countable concrete nouns can be both singular and 
plural form such as:

•	 Countable concrete nouns (singular form): a 
brick, a hen, a horse, a book, a goat, a dog, a home, 
a friend, a room, a bread, etc.

•	 Countable concrete nouns (plural form): two 
bricks, three books, two goats, two dogs, three 
friends, four horses, three rooms, two breads, etc.

  There is no plural form of uncountable concrete 
nouns as they cannot be separated into individual 
elements to count such as:

•	 Uncountable concrete nouns: air, milk, rice, pulse, 
sugar, salt, wood, water, electricity, flour, etc.

  Use of Concrete Noun in the Sentence
 Here are some sentences having variety of concrete 

nouns with proper meaning. Please go through the 
following, it will help you to understand how to use 
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and identify concrete nouns in the sentences:
•	 Yellow flowers in the red vase are looking very 

attractive.
•	 Suddenly a black panther appeared when we were 

in the zoo.
•	 My kitchen gives smell of cinnamon especially in 

evening.
•	 I enjoy the sunset at the bank of Ganga river in 

Varanasi.
•	 It was a heavy rain when we went Lucknow last 

year.
•	 My mom knows well to make delicious cookies.
  Examples of Concrete Noun
 Here we have listed concrete nouns under various 

categories such as people, place, animals, objects, 
etc.

•	 People: scientist, dentist, doctor, firefighter, teacher, 
man, businessman, Rita, etc.

•	 Animals: bear, deer, fish, dog, cat, gorilla, cow, 
buffalo, puppy, lion tiger, etc.

•	 Places: Delhi, island, Varanasi, Lucknow, school, 
park, market, mountain, Turkey, etc.

•	 Objects: biscuit, cake, pencil, fruit, lock, keys, 
eraser, coffee cup, mobile, pizza, table, chair, etc.

ABSTRACT NOUN
 Abstract noun is the noun which exists in our mind 

only and we cannot recognize them through our 
senses such as relationships, qualities, ideas, theories, 
freedom, idea, happiness, music, conditions, states 
of being, fields of inquiry, like, etc. Abstract noun 
is a noun which names things that are not concrete 
(means do not have physical existence) and cannot 
be detected through sense organs. We cannot taste, 
see, smell, hear it, or touch them. Abstract nouns 
can be countable (such as a joke, an hour, a noise, a 
meeting, a quantity) and uncountable (such as fear, 
courage, news, happiness, training, etc.)

 Abstract nouns can be experienced in our every day 
life in various situations such as love, anger, fear, 
joy, excitement (including other emotions), courage, 
cowardice, bravery (including other states), desire, 
uncertainty, creativity (including other innate 
feelings), etc.

 Use of Abstract Noun in the Sentence
 Here are some sentences having abstract noun which 

help you to understand the use of abstract noun in 

the sentence:
•	 It is not true that a judge always give right justice.
•	 India got freedom from British rule in 1947.
•	 Every year on 15th of August, a bravery award is 

given to Indian people by the prime minister.
•	 Love is an uncontrollable desire.
•	 My determination is to get higher education.
•	 Freedom fighters have sacrificed their lives during 

Independence of India.
•	 Weekends are the source of great joy for children.
•	 Greenery in the environment is natural beauty.
  Examples of Abstract Noun
 We have provided below various examples of 

common abstract nouns under different categories 
such as:

 Common abstract nouns showing emotions or 
feelings: adoration, amazement, apprehension, 
clarity, anger, anxiety, delight, disbelief, excitement, 
fascination, despair, disappointment, friendship, 
grief, hate, happiness, helpfulness, misery, love, 
joy, pleasure, helplessness, infatuation, pain, power, 
relaxation, pride, satisfaction, romance, sorrow, 
silliness, relief, sadness, tiredness, weariness, worry, 
strength, surprise, peace, sympathy, wariness, 
uncertainty, etc.

 Common abstract nouns showing human 
qualities and characteristics: beauty, evil, ego, 
envy, elegance, enthusiasm, bravery, calm, coldness, 
courage, charity, curiosity, dedication, brilliance, 
brutality, compassion, determination, contentment, 
confidence, fear, honesty, generosity, honour, 
goodness, graciousness, hatred, humour, humility, 
hope, insanity, jealousy, loyalty, kindness, maturity, 
integrity, intelligence, patience, perseverance, 
tolerance, sophistication, sensitivity, sympathy, 
stupidity, sanity, self-control, success, deceit, skill, 
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beauty, pain, brilliance, misery, talent, weakness, 
warmth, wisdom, trust, wit, etc.

 Common abstract nouns showing movements 
or events: progress, trouble, education, friendship, 
leisure, hospitality, relaxation, etc.

 Other examples of common abstract nouns:
 Communication, ability, awe, chaos, adventure, 

artistry, belief, comfort, consideration, death, 
defeat, crime, culture, customer service, 
deceit, democracy, dexterity, dreams, disquiet, 
disturbance, dictatorship, energy, failure, 
faithfulness, faithlessness, enhancement, faith, 
frailty, fragility, forgiveness, favouritism, hearsay, 
grace, freedom, gossip, hurt, homelessness, 
idea, impression, imagination, idiosyncrasy, 
improvement, knowledge, information, inflation, 
justice, laughter, luxury, law, liberty, luck, loss, 
motivation, life, movement, memory, mercy, need, 
parenthood, patriotism, opportunism, opinion, 
omen, opportunity, peace, principle, poverty, 
peculiarity, reality, redemption, refreshment, 
slavery, shock, riches, service, rumour, skill, sleep, 
sparkle, speculation, speed, thought, submission, 
strictness, success, unemployment, thrill, truth, 
unreality, wealth, victory, etc.

 How to Derive Abstract Noun
 Here you can learn about how to get abstract nouns 

from nouns, verbs or adjectives by adding some 
suffix at the end of words. Words given in the 
bracket are abstract nouns.

 Derive abstract noun from noun: brother 
(brotherhood), mother (motherhood), child 
(childhood), member (membership), man 
(manhood), friend (friendship), king (kingship), 
scholar (scholarship), neighbour (neighbourhood), 
leader (leadership), etc.

 Derive abstract noun from adjective: able 
(ability), kind (kindness), wide (width), angry 
(anger), unique (uniqueness), long (length), great 
(greatness), beautiful (beauty), brave (bravery), 
different (difference), strong (strength), thirsty 
(thirst), new (newness), honest (honesty), envious 
(envy), weak (weakness), happy (happiness), hungry 
(hunger), wise (wisdom), difficult (difficulty), etc.

 Derive abstract noun from verb: act (action), 
speak (speech), know (knowledge), die (death), 

appear (appearance), behave (behaviour), lose 
(loss), please (pleasure), think (thought), believe 
(belief), invite (invitation), marry (marriage), do 
(deed), permit (permission), employ (employment), 
refuse (refusal), free (freedom), sell (sale), grow 
(growth), judge (judgement), treat (treatment), 
laugh (laughter), etc. 

  POSSESSIVE NOUN
 Possessive noun is a noun which shows ownership. 

This noun shows relationship of things to its owner. 
For example: teacher's book, father's money, 
sister's pen, boss's car, etc. possessive noun as 
they are showing ownership. Possessive noun is 
a noun which shows ownership or possession in 
the sentence. Possessive nouns can be in singular 
or plural forms and used to show ownership in 
the sentence. We can write a possessive noun in 
the sentence by adding an apostrophe and's' to the 
noun. Possessive nouns can be easily recognized in 
the sentence as it always comes with an apostrophe 
and's'.

 For example
•	 I have to wash the car’s mat today. (in this example 

car’s is a possessive noun as it let us know that mat 
belongs to the car).

•	 This is a dog's bone that I got so deep in the ground 
in my garden. (in this example dog's is a possessive 
noun as it let us know that bone belongs to the dog).

•	 It is my father's jacket but it fits me too. (in this 
example father’s is a possessive noun as it let us 
know that jacket belongs to the father).

•	 I like lion's mane as it looks very fluffy. (in this 
example lion’s is a possessive noun as it let us know 
that mane belongs to the lion).

 All the examples above have obvious possessive 
nouns as they are showing their ownership to 
something such as mat of the car, bone of the dog, 
jacket of the father, and mane of the lion.

 Some other examples are like:
•	 Merry’s earrings are matching perfectly with her 

dress.
•	 Lion's cage is needed to be cleaned now.
•	  to long drive in my brother's car.
•	 My sister's toys have been lost right from home.
•	 The cat's bowl has been filled full with milk.
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•	 It is dog's bowl filled with hotdogs.
•	 I will sit on the car's front seat.
•	 I like to wear doctor’s white coat.
•	 Reena's new red car is the latest model.
  The types of possessive noun are mentioned below 

with proper example:

1)  Singular Possessive Noun
 Singular possessive noun is a noun which shows 

a singular noun having ownership in the sentence. 
Singular possessive nouns can be made using 
singular nouns by adding apostrophe and 's'. For 
example: apple’s taste, cat’s tuna, deer’s antlers, 
book’s cover, boss’s car, computer’s keyboard, 
Diane’s book, diabetes’s symptoms, goddess’s 
beauty, Florida’s climate, fish’s eggs, fez’s size, 
laundry’s smell, jam’s ingredient, house’s roof, 
lawyer’s fee, gym’s rules, tree’s bark, tray’s 
usefulness, sun’s rays, today’s newspaper, marble’s 
shape, month’s work, moss’s colour, senator’s vote, 
progress’s reward, watermelon’s rind, victor’s 
spoils.

2)  Plural Possessive Nouns
 Plural possessive noun is a noun which shows a 

plural noun having ownership in the sentence. Plural 
possessive nouns can be made using plural nouns by 
adding only apostrophe at the end of words already 
having 's'. For example: babies’ shoes, garages’ 
fees, kites’ altitudes, lemons’ acidity, igloos’ 
construction, cabbages’ nutrition, Americans’ 
ideals, donors’ cards, eggs’ colour, juices’ flavours, 
members’ votes, frogs’ croaking, inventions’ 
popularity, nuts’ saltiness, hampers’ conditions, 
owls’ eyes, planets’ orbits, Suspects’ fingerprints, 
the Smiths’ house, recesses’ measurements, quizzes’ 
difficulty, students’ grades, teachers’ qualifications, 
unicorns’ power, yokes’ material, violins’ melody, 
wagons’ circle, etc.

 Some plural nouns exist without 's', such plural 
nouns can be converted to plural possessive nouns 
by adding an apostrophe and 's'. For example: 
people’s ideas, women’s clothes, children’s toys, 
geese’s eggs, feet’s toenails, cattle’s pasture, mice’s 
traps, nuclei’s form, oxen’s diet, lice’s size, cacti’s 
thorns, octopi’s legs, die’s roll, hippopotami’s 
strength, fungi’s location, formulae’s indication, 
etc.

3)  Some of the hyphenated or compound words can 
also be converted to possessive nouns (however 
only last word shows possession). Examples of 
singular hyphenated possessive nouns: Notre 
Dame’s tower, my mother-in-law’s advice, my 
sister-in-law’s marriage, Yellowstone National 
Park’s hours, t-shirt’s logo, full moon’s brightness, 
mid-June’s heat, middle class’s income, attorney 
general’s job, real estate’s decline, front-runner’s 
confidence, my class teacher's book, The United 
States Post Office’s stamps, etc.

 Examples of plural hyphenated possessive 
nouns: six packs’ appeal, water-bottles’ shape, post 
offices’ hours, bus stops’ repair, changing-rooms’ 
door, five-year-olds’ excitement, half-sisters’ 
bedrooms, ex-wives’ alimony, oil spills’ costs, state 
governments’ norms, freedom fighters’ sacrifices, 
etc.

4)  Possessive nouns can be made by joining two nouns 
(two people, two places or two things) together that 
share common possession of an object. In this case, 
only second noun carry an apostrophe and 's' such 
as Jack and Jill’s pail of water, Abbot and Costello’s 
comedy skit, Ram and Rahul's school, grandmother 
and grandfather's walking stick, mom and dad's 
room, brother and sister's study room, etc.

5)  Sometimes two nouns joined together and make 
possessive noun however they show separate 
ownership and each noun carry an apostrophe and 
's' such as Shyam’s and Ram’s dressing rooms, 
Seeta's and Geeta's musics, mom's and dad's mobile 
phones, teacher's and principal's speeches, etc.

 

	 Generally, articles (a, an or the) are not used with 
material nouns when they are uncountable such as: 

•	 Honey is wholesome food and beneficial to health.
•	 Water boils only at 100°C temperature.
	 Articles (a and an) may be used with material nouns 

when they are countable (denoting types of material 
or showing helping nature) such as:

•	 I would like to eat a Dutch cheese.



[13]

STUDY NOTES FOR SSC AND STATE LEVEL EXAMS 

Write us : content @mahendras.org myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendraguru.comwww.mahendras.org

•	 It is a very healthy wine.
	 Use of 'the' and 'some' can also be done in the following 

way:
•	 The honey in the bottle is mine. Don’t give it others!
•	 I saw there is some milk in the glass.
	 Common nouns are not written in capital letters.

 For example:
•	 A girl wants to play with doll. (here, girl is a common 

noun)
•	 I love to see over bridges. (bridge is a common noun)
•	 I like to drink cow (cow is a common noun)
	 Common nouns can be written in capital letter only 

when they start the sentence or used as the part of a 
title.

 For example:
•	 Wolf is a very clever animal. (''wolf'' is a common 

noun as it starts the sentence)
•	 Ants are small animal however very daring. (''Ants'' is 

a common noun as it starts the sentence)
•	 Water park is nice place for children. (''Water park'' is 

a common noun as it starts the sentence)
•	 School education is very necessary for all children. 

(''School'' is a common noun as it starts the sentence)
	 Countable nouns can be in singular form (such as 

goose, hand, computer, office, man, woman, person, 
boy, bed, pencil, ball, strawberry, newspaper, etc.) 
or plural form (such as geese, computers, hands, 
men, offices, beds, pencils, boys, women, people, 
strawberries, newspapers, balls, etc.) Here are some 
examples of singular and plural forms:

•	 My dog is playing there. (singular)
•	 There are many dogs barking together. (plural)
•	 I see a red bus daily. (singular)
•	 There are various yellow buses in my school. (plural)
	 Following examples are showing the proper use of 

indefinite articles (a or an) with countable nouns:
•	 I need a laptop.
•	 My dad bought a new car.
•	 My mom gifted me a nice teddy.
•	 My sister is a girl.
	 We can use 'an' with countable nouns only when the 

next word starts with a vowel letter (means a, e, i, o, u):
•	 I have an apple for my lunch.
•	 She is an actress of south Indian movies.
•	 I have an inkpot to gift my friend.
•	 My father is an artist.

•	 I saw an insect in the garden.
•	 A dog is an animal.
	 Use of words (like a, the, an, my, this) with singular 

countable nouns. We can use 'the' with a singular 
countable noun when it has already been introduced.

•	 You want an orange.
•	 Where you saw my bottle?
•	 My mom need a rabbit. Here is the rabbit.
•	 Did you buy a new teddy? Yes, this is the new teddy.
	 Use of words 'some' and 'any' with countable nouns:
•	 I have got some apples.
•	 Have you got any cycle?
•	 I saw some donkeys.
•	 I have not saw any boy.
	 Use of words 'few' and 'many' with countable nouns:
•	 I have only few dollars.
•	 I have many pens.
	 People is plural countable noun whereas person is 

singular countable noun:
•	 I saw three people there.
•	 Here is a person having sticks.
	 Conversion of uncountable nouns into countable 

nouns:
•	 I drink milk daily. (uncountable noun)
•	 I drink two glasses of milk daily. (countable noun)
•	 Drinking sufficient water is good habit. (uncountable 

noun)
•	 Drinking eight glasses of water daily is very good for 

health. (countable noun)
	 In order to express quantity of an uncountable noun, 

we can use 'a' word or 'a bit of', 'a lot of', 'a great deal 
of', 'much' or words showing exact measurement like 'a 
cup of', 'a bag of', 'a pinch of', 'a handful of', 'an hour 
of', 'a day of', etc. Generally, we do not use indefinite 
article 'a' or 'an' just before the uncountable nouns as 
we cannot say that 'a rice', 'a milk' 'an information' or 'a 
music'. However, we can use indefinite article with the 
words showing exact measurement before uncountable 
noun such as:

•	 I have a piece of news.
•	 Give me a bottle of water.
•	 He has a grain of rice.
•	 I drink a glass of milk.
•	 I need some orange juice.
	 Use 'some' and 'any' words with uncountable nouns:
•	 He gave me some money.
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•	 Have you got any advice?
•	 I have some important news.
•	 I have no any information.
	 Use of 'little' and 'much' words with uncountable 

nouns:
•	 My parents give me a little money.
•	 He gave me much rice.
•	 Please give me a little water.
•	 I need much information.
  Common nouns are not written in capital letters.

 For example:
•	 A girl wants to play with doll. (here, girl is a 

common noun)
•	 I love to see over bridges. (bridge is a common 

noun)
•	 I like to drink cow (cow is a common noun)
	 Common nouns can be written in capital letter only 

when they start the sentence or used as the part of 
a title.

 For example:
•	 Wolf is a very clever animal. (''wolf'' is a common 

noun as it starts the sentence)
•	 Ants are small animal however very daring. (''Ants'' 

is a common noun as it starts the sentence)
•	 Water park is nice place for children. (''Water 

park'' is a common noun as it starts the sentence)
•	 School education is very necessary for all children. 

(''School'' is a common noun as it starts the sentence)
	 Compound nouns can be converted to their plural 

forms by adding 's' in the last of main word or at the 
very end word.

	 's' is added at the end of main word in hyphenated 
words (such as daughters-in-law, brothers-in-law, 
etc.) however in some compound words like go-
betweens, higher-ups, etc. 's' is added at the end of 
last word.

	 In the open form compound words 's' is added to the 
main word (whether comes at the start, middle or 
end) such as notaries public, bills of fare, assistant 
secretaries of state, etc.

	 Compound words can be made possessive by adding 
an apostrophe's' at the end of word such as mother-
in-law’s house, daughter-in-law’s birthday, etc.

	 Plural compound words can also be made possessive 
with two 's' sounds close together such as mothers-
in-law’s attire, brothers-in-law's books, etc. In order 
to avoid the use of two 's' together, we can reword 
them as attire of the mothers-in-law and book of the 
brothers-in-law.
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EXERCISE
1-25. Point out the nouns in the following sentences and 

say whether they are common, proper, collective, 
material or abstract.

1.     Always speak the truth.

2.     We all love honesty.

3.     I have two children.

4.     The lion is the king of the beasts.

5.     Solomon was the wisest of all kings.

6.     Cleanliness is next to godliness.

7.     Birds of a feather flock together.

8.    Who teaches you grammar?

9.     The Nile is the longest of all rivers.

10.    A committee of six was appointed to assess the 
situation.

11.     Jawaharlal Nehru was the first Prime Minister of 
India.

12.     The boy was rewarded for his honesty.

13.     He gave me an apple.

14.     I recognized his voice at once.

15.     You should never tell a lie.

16.     Wisdom is better than riches.

17.     He is on the jury.

18.     Silver and gold are precious metals.

19.     Still waters run deep.

20.     The cackling of geese saved Rome.

21.     Tubal Cain was a man of might.

22.     Old habits die hard.

23.     The early bird catches the worm.

24.     It was Edison who invented the phonograph.

25.     You can’t pump the ocean dry.

1-10. Correct the following sentences.

1. Where are your luggages?

2.  I would like to paint the sceneries.

3.  She gave me an advice.

4.  He has eaten two breads.

5.  I have an important work to do.

6.  A lightning struck the building.

7.  The lightning was followed by a deafening thunder.

8.  I heard a news.

9.  We need to buy some furnitures.

10.  Have you got an equipment to fix this?
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EXERCISE EXPLANATION
Anwwer 

1.     Truth – abstract noun
2.     Honesty – abstract noun
3.     Children – common noun
4.     Lion – common; king – common; beasts – common
5.     Solomon – proper noun; kings – common noun
6.     Cleanliness – abstract noun; godliness – abstract 

noun
7.     Birds – common noun; feather – common noun
8.     Grammar – abstract noun
9.     Nile – proper noun; rivers – common noun
10.     Committee – collective noun; situation – abstract 

noun
11.    Jawaharlal Nehru – proper noun; Prime Minister – 

common noun; India – proper noun
12.     Boy – common noun; honesty – abstract noun
13.     Apple – common noun
14.     Voice – abstract noun
15.     Lie – abstract noun
16.     Wisdom – abstract; riches – abstract
17.     Jury – collective noun
18.     Silver – material; gold – material; metal – common
19.     Waters – common noun/material noun
20.     Cackling – abstract; geese – common; Rome – proper
21.     Tubal Cain – proper; man – common
22.     Habits – abstract noun

23.     Bird – common noun; worm – common noun
24.     Edison – proper noun; phonograph – common noun
25.     Ocean – common noun
 Answers
1.  Where is your luggage?
2.  I would like to paint the scenery.
3.  She gave me a piece of advice. OR She gave me some 

advice.
4.  He has eaten two pieces of bread. OR He has eaten 

two loaves of bread.
5.  I have some important work to do. OR I have an 

important piece of work to do.
6.  A flash of lightning struck the building.
7.  The lightning was followed by a deafening clap of 

thunder.
8.  I heard a piece of news.
9.  We need to buy some furniture.
10.  Have you got some equipment to fix this? OR Have 

you got a tool to fix this?
Notes
 The words news, furniture, scenery, advice, 

information etc., are uncountable in English. 
We cannot use numbers or the articles a/an with 
uncountable nouns. Also note that most uncountable 
nouns are singular with no plural forms.



[17]

STUDY NOTES FOR SSC AND STATE LEVEL EXAMS 

Write us : content @mahendras.org myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendraguru.comwww.mahendras.org


