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ENGLISH
The prelims examination date is not declared 
yet, still the exam will be held in March/April, 
2018. We have now approximately two months. 
This is the suffi cient time in which you can cover 
all your sections of English Language through 
the ‘STUDY NOTES’, we are providing you 
every week.

In these essential pages, you will fi nd each 
and every topic related to your examination, 
we guarantee you that you shall reach at your 
utmost level of English Language through the 
study notes.

First of all, we need to understand how many 
topics are there to cover for clearing the prelims 
examination, as far as pre-exam is concerned, 
we are providing you some important and 
short notes with suffi cient exercise that will 
surely help you build your capability of solving 
questions in the mock papers which lead you to 
the success in the examination too.

Let’s have a look at the topics with the questions:

  Reading Comprehension

  Cloze Test

  Para- Completion

  Sentence connectors

  Fillers

  Re-arrangement of sentences

  Error Detection

  Sentence Improvement

  Phrase Correction

  Idioms and Phrase Correction

  Spelling Error

These are the topics that are seen in the 
examination and these topics require different 
chapters to command over it.

  NOUN

  PRONOUN

  ADJECTIVE

  ADVERB

  VERB

  TIME AND TENSE

  PREPOSITION

  CONJUNCTION

  ARTICLE
Let’s discuss the chapters one by one 
systematically
This chapter focuses on NOUNS:
  Common nouns
   Proper nouns
   Abstract nouns
   Collective nouns
   Singular and plural nouns
  Subject and object nouns.
At the end of this chapter, you will be able to 
identify nouns and the ways in which they work 
in sentences. In doing this, you will be engaging 
functional as well as traditional grammar.
Learning goals associated with this chapter 
include:
 Identify cation of nouns as the names 

of things and the ways these function in 
sentences.

 Identify cation of concrete and abstract 
nouns.

 Identify cation of common and proper 
nouns.

 Rules and uses for singular and plural forms 
of nouns.

 Identify cation of collective nouns.
 Identify cation of subject and object in 

relation to nouns. 
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THE NOUN

 Defi nition:

A noun is the name of any person, place, action, 
quality, feeling, idea, or thing. It is where we 
start our language journey as we learn to name 
the things in our world.

Give fi ve examples of your own of each one 
of these.

Person: _____, _____, _____, _____, _____ 

Place:  _____, _____, _____, _____, _____

Action: _____, _____, _____, _____, _____

Quality: _____, _____, _____, _____, _____

Feeling: _____, _____, _____, _____, _____

 Idea: _____, _____, _____, _____, _____

Thing: _____, _____, _____, _____, _____

Below are some suggested answers:

 Person   = Teacher, Mr Sharma, Moth-
er, Neighbour, Child, Kapil.

 Place   = Town, School, Shop, Austra-
lia, Room.

 Action  = Murder, Walking, Writing, 
Turn, Ageing.

 Quality  = Honesty, Evil, Beauty, Dis-
honesty, Kindness.

 Feeling  = Hatred, Love, Fear, Insecu-
rity, Confi dence.

 Idea = Communism, Capitalism, 
Buddhism, Anglicanism, 
Philosophy.

 Thing  = Chair, Dog, Paper, Floor, 
Pen, Bowl.

We have provided a very simple way to identify 
these nouns in a very simple words, this is the 
fi rst step of the chapter, one by one you go 
forward and start learning everything in an 
accurate way, you probably had no problems 
with the person or place but you may have had 
to think twice about action. But you don’t worry 

there are some names of actions which you will 
understand very well.

You may do something, like murder someone, 
but the name of that action is a noun, murder:

• He was found guilty of her murder.

• It is a murder most foul.

• She cried blue murder.

Similarly, you may see someone walking, 
and you might think that you will take up the 
activity, thinking, 

Walking is good for my health. 

The name of that activity or action is walking 
and in this sentence it is a noun.

 You may be one who prefers to use a 
computer rather than pen and paper to 
communicate messages, for you may 
consider; 

My writing is terrible.

Here, writing is a NOUN.

 You may see someone go around a corner 
that is, they turn a corner. Here, turn is a 
verb. 

 By contrast, you may fi nd there is a time 
when it is your turn to speak. Here, turn is 
a noun.
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 Over time, you will see that a person ages, 
but in the process, you may come to the 
conclusion that ageing is a natural process 
of life. 

Here again, ageing is a noun.

 If you establish that the word is naming 
someone or something, then you can 
identify it as a noun.

 What we hope now, is that you have 
understood about the naming of a noun, 
everything that has a name is a noun.

 One way to help you is that if you can put 
‘a/an’ or ‘the’ or more usually, something 
like my or blue in front of it, the fact that it 
is a noun becomes clear. 

 (My is useful as it simplifi es the explanation 
as in My belief is solid. Rather than going 
through all the possessive pronouns, give 
the example of my. I use blue only because 
it is my favourite colour, but any adjective 
will do for the demonstration.)

  We may also take qualities, for example; 

• If you are an honest person, the name of 
the quality that you possess is honesty; 

• If you are not an honest person, the 
name of that quality is dishonesty. 

Then you will use a sentence like your honesty 
ought to be rewarded to establish the word’s 
function as a noun.

Concrete and abstract nouns

As you proceed along these lines, you will be 
introduced concepts of concrete and abstract 
nouns.

Concrete nouns are the names of people, 
places and things that you can see, hear, touch, 
quantify or measure in some way. This applies 
to the fi rst fi ve examples of the names of people 
given earlier—

Teacher, Mr Sharma, Neighbour, Child, Kapil— 

AND 

Those of places: Town, School, Shop, Australia, 
Room.

It is when we get into the names of qualities, 
feelings and ideas that we get into the area of 
abstract nouns, and sometimes these may be 
more diffi cult concepts for children to grasp. 
One way of explaining; it is to suggest that a 
concrete noun is anything that you can trip over 
in the corridor, and that it is not possible to trip 
over an abstract noun.

This idea helps them to understand that one 
may trip over a murderer, a walker, a writer, a 
turner, or an aged person, but not over murder, 
walking, writing, turn, ageing.

By the same token, one may trip over a hated, 
loved, feared, insecure or confi dent person 
but one cannot trip over hatred, love, fear, 
insecurity, or confi dence. One may trip over a 
communist, a capitalist, a Buddhist, an Anglican 
or a philosopher in the corridor, but not (at least, 
not literally) over communism, capitalism, 
Buddhism, Anglicanism, or philosophy. Again, 
using a sentence to show how the word functions 
as a noun will work.

When you give examples of each of these, you 
will fi nd that you are drawing on your semantic 
(meaning) and syntactic (structure) knowledge 
of the language to confi rm what you suggest. 
If you use the word in a sentence, you will see 
whether it makes sense or not. That is a good 
guide to the way a word functions in a sentence 
to create the meaning that is intended. Try this 
with the activities given below.

Common and proper nouns

Common nouns are general terms naming every 
day, common-or-garden variety things and start 
with a lower case letter:

teacher, school, student, town/city, friend.

Proper nouns are individual terms naming 
unique individuals and start with an upper case 
letter:
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TEACHER  :  Mr Sharma

SCHOOL  :  Delhi public school

STUDENT  :  Shivam Verma

TOWN/CITY  :  Aurangabad

FRIEND  :  Pintu Sharma

Whether you apply the concept of upper and 
lower case letters for proper and common nouns 
or not will have no real bearing on the function 
of the word, but it will make the meaning more 
precise in their writing. Starting proper nouns 
with a capital letter and common nouns with 
a lower case letter is really part of spelling 
conventions, not necessarily a grammatical 
consideration, but you ought to know it as 
part of producing their own polished pieces of 
writing.

On this point, we do not usually call our parents, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles by their names. 

 We give our parents and grandparents 
respectfully affectionate names such as 
Mum, Mummy and Mamma for our mothers

  Dad, Daddy, and Papa for our fathers.

 Nanna, Gran, Grandma, Granny, Pop, 
Granddad and Grandpa for our grandparents.

 Aunts and uncles are given the courtesy title 
of Auntie or Aunt and Uncle before their 
given names. This is correct.

What is not correct is then using the names or 
titles we give our relatives when we address 
them as naming what they are: we have mothers 
and fathers, not mums and dads!

We have grandmothers and grandfathers, not 
nans and pops!

We have aunts, not aunties!

 It is incorrect to introduce or refer to your 
parents as my/your mum or my/your dad. 

 It is incorrect to refer to the mums and dads 
of Australia! They are the mothers and 
fathers of Australia! 

 It is incorrect to introduce or refer to your 
aunt as your auntie! We do hear people, 
including teachers, use such terms, and the 
Grammar Police judge them on their lack of 
knowledge.

Plural nouns

(A) Most nouns take their plural forms by 
adding ‘s’ : hat, parent, umbrella, day, 
TV, 1980. 
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 Become hats, parents, umbrellas, days, 
TVs, 1980s.

(B) Nouns ending in ‘s,  x,  z,  ch,  sh’ add ‘es’: 
princess, box, waltz, watch, marsh 

 Become princesses, boxes, waltzes, watches, 
marshes.

(C) Nouns ending in ‘f’ or ‘fe’ change the ‘f’ into 
‘v’ and add ‘es’: wife, thief, dwarf

Become wives, thieves, dwarves (not dwarfs, 
as the Disney fi lm Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs suggests. Again there is a reason: dwarfs 
is a verb [as in a tall person who dwarfs another).
The plurals of hoof and roof used always to be 
given as ‘hooves and rooves’, but we do accept 
‘hoofs and roofs’ nowadays.
Can you think of any other exceptions? 
 Belief becomes Beliefs
 Chief becomes Chiefs
 Handkerchief becomes Handkerchiefs

There are reasons for these: believes is a verb, 
chief comes from the French chef. Foreign words 
often come with their foreign rules of grammar.
(D) Nouns ending in a consonant and a ‘y’ 

immediately following a consonant change 
they into ‘i’ and add ‘es’: 

 diary, story, baby, lady become diaries, 
stories, babies, ladies .

(E) Nouns ending in a vowel and a y just add ‘s’ 
(see fi rst rule): 

 valley, Monday become valleys, Mondays.
Note: none of this applies to surnames.
We always simply add ‘s’ to surnames that end 
in ‘y’ :
 Kennedy Kennedys
 Kelly Kellys
 Hendry Hendrys

(F) For nouns ending in ‘o’ there is really only a 
rule of thumb: if the word is English, add ‘es’ 
; if it is foreign, add ‘s’ : 

 piano , tomato , negro , folio , memo become 
pianos, tomatoes , negroes , volcanoes , 
folios , memos .

(G) Some nouns have irregular plurals: (wo) man , 
fungus , goose , deer have rather idiosyncratic 
plural forms, so that they become ( wo ) men , 
fungi , geese , deer.

Note: There are no apostrophes in any of the 
plural nouns given here. Have you found yourself 
wanting to put an apostrophe to any of these 
words? 

For some people, a word ending in ‘s’ forms an 
irresistible attraction to add an apostrophe. This 
is incorrect!

There are rules for using apostrophes. Remember 
that under no circumstances, with no exceptions 
to the rule, does a possessive noun have an 
apostrophe to show that it is a plural noun.

This can be something that students fi nd a 
new concept as well. After all, they have been 
bombarded with advertising that throws an 
apostrophe in willy-nilly. It is not beyond the 
comprehension of children that apostrophes are 
not to be used to indicate plural nouns, and it is 
certainly not beyond ours. Understanding this, 
there are those of us, members of the ever-lurking 
Grammar Police, who simply do not buy any 
grammatically incorrect chicken kiev’s !

We can try this with a common expression, 
keeping up with the Joneses .

This is correctly written. Think of the rules:

(1) A noun is the name of something and a proper 
noun has a capital letter; Karan.

(2) If the noun ends in ‘s’, add ‘es’ : Buses.

(3) Under no circumstances is an apostrophe 
used to indicate a plural noun; it is ‘Buses’ 
with no apostrophe.

 That is simple, isn’t it? 

If you try to do it any other way, you are 
complicating things unnecessarily and being 
incorrect as well.
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(H) Collective nouns are things grouped to help to 
give particular meaning— a herd of sheep, a 
school of fi sh, a class of children —or to add 
meaning in the choice of word to describe the 
group: A murder of crows ; A gaggle of geese 
; A business of ferrets .

Note: the group is a number of items, but the 
collective term for them is singular.

You may have a range of issues , for example, 

which means that the verb you will use with this 
expression will also be singular: 

 A range of issues is to be raised (not 
are); 

 The next wave of athletes is coming 
(not are).

(I) Uncountable nouns are always singular when 
taken as a grouping: 

 Hair (but strands of hair)

 Furniture (but tables , chairs , beds )

 Luggage (but bags , cases )

Note: still no apostrophes!

Note:

We have completed a part of our grammar section, 

we will continue providing you stuffs related to 
the examination per week, for practicing we will 
also provide questions; likewise some of them 
are given below.

Direction:

In the following passage there are blanks 
each of which has been numbered as well as 
fi lled with a word which may be appropriate 
in context of the passage or maybe not. If 
the word highlighted is incorrect and needs 
improvement then choose any one option 
suggested given below. But if the given word is 
correct and requires no change then mark (5) 
i.e. no change required as your answer.

Insurance company shares haven’t been doing 
well ever since insurers began to list on the 
czar(1) and SBI Life Insurance Co. Ltd’s stock 
is no formation(2). The stock gained over 1% 
on Tuesday but is still 9.7% down from its list 
price of Rs733. The gaga(3) performance of 
SBI Life’s stock was partly because the IPO 
(initial public offering) price of Rs700 was rich 
at a palpability(4) of four times its estimated 
embedded value for fi scal year 2018 (FY18). The  
company’s embedded value has grown a decent 
9.33% for the fi rst six months of FY18. Given 
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that the second half of a fi scal year is typically 
stronger for life insurers, SBI Life’s strong growth 
in most of its metrics portent(5) well for it.

The largest private sector insurer reported 37.4% 
growth in its new business annualized premium 
equivalent that owned(6) the 20.6% growth in 
assets under management (AUM). Of course, the 
growth in new business premium came primarily 
through individual premium, in line with the 
company’s historic performance. For all the 
growth, SBI Life managed to keep its costs under 
check. The total cost ratio rose marginally to 13.3% 
from 12.9% a year ago. Its operating expenses 
ratio reduced to 8.6% from 9.4%. Such a good 
set of numbers should indeed please investors but 
for an insurer that has a grand advantage over its 
trodden(7) in access of a physical network as 
well as an established pedigree, strong growth is a 
given. The AUM growth of 20% is kind of assured 
since the insurer has the largest branch network 
of State Bank of India (SBI) at its disposal to 
hawk(8) its policies. It also has tie-ups with other 
agencies, besides having a network of its own 
agents. Data from the insurance regulator shows 
that SBI Life’s premiums have been increasing, 
wholly(9) driven by a rise in ticket size. This 
means that the insurer is seeing fast growth in 
its market-linked policies. Indeed, the share of 

market-linked products is 49% of new business 
premium and such products get a boost owing to 
stock indices ebbing(10) ahead. Also, the number 
of policies it sold in August was down, showed 
the data.

Q.1. (1) board (2) apex (3) bourses 
  (4) exchange (5) No change required

Q.2. (1) exception  (2) inclusion   

  (3) comprisal  (4) embodiment

  (5) No change required

Q.3. (1) enthusiastic  (2) tepid  

  (3) agog   (4) wacky 

  (5) No change required

Q.4. (1) valuation   (2)gospel   
  (3) evidence   (4) certitude

  (5) No change required

Q.5. (1) revelation   (2) prodigy   
  (3) rarity   (4)augurs

  (5) No change required

Q.6. (1) stubbed   (2) drove   
  (3) piled   (4) heaped

  (5) No change required
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Q.7. (1) peers  (2) compeer  (3) inferior  
  (4) superior (5) No change required

Q.8. (1) prey  (2) vanish  (3) plumb  
  (4) swoop (5) No change required 

Q.9. (1) partly  (2)completely  

  (3) surgically  (4) sharply

  (5) No change required

Q.10. (1) fl ooding   (2) surging   
  (3) declining   (4) sharpening

  (5) No change required

ANSWERS:

 Answer-1-(3),  Answer-2-(1)

 Answer-3-(2)  Answer-4-(1)

 Answer-5-(4),   Answer-6-(2)

 Answer-7-(1),   Answer-8-(5)

 Answer-9-(1),   Answer-10-(2)

CLOZE TEST 2

In the following passage there are blanks 
each of which has been numbered as well as 
fi lled with a word which may be appropriate 
in context of the passage or maybe not. If 
the word highlighted is incorrect and needs 
improvement then choose any one option 
suggested given below. But if the given word is 
correct and requires no change then mark (5) 
i.e. no change required as your answer.

It will be a travesty of its avowed objectives if 
the proposed legislation to protect the rights of 
transgender persons is not suffi ciently rooted in 
a rights-based approach. News that the Centre 
has furbished(1) aside a parliamentary standing 
committee’s report and plans to introduce the 
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill 
without changes is a disappointment. The process 
of recognising the rights of the community 
and seeking to protect it by legislation gained 
momentum in 2014, when the Supreme Court 
gave a landmark verdict in the NALSA case. The 
court recognised the community as a third gender 
entitled(2) to the same rights and constitutional 

protection as other citizens. It called for an end 
to discrimination based on gender against those 
who do not conform to the gender assigned to 
them at birth. Besides this negative right against 
discrimination, the court ruled that transgender 
persons had a prospective(3) right to make 
decisions about themselves, express themselves 
and participate in community life. It directed 
the government to nay(4) them socially and 
educationally backward status so they could 
benefi t from affi rmative action. In 2014, a private 
member’s Bill moved by DMK MP was passed in 
the lower parliament. In the upper parliament, the 
government introduced its own Bill, which was 
referred(5) to the Standing Committee on Social 
Justice and Empowerment.

The Standing Committee, in its July 2017 report, 
suggested some modifi cations and additions 
to the draft. In particular, it disagreed with the 
defi nition of ‘transgender’ in the draft Bill and 
wanted modifi cations to bring it in line with 
global norms. The Committee felt that the 
defi nition aided(6) the principle that transgender 
persons have a right to self-identifi cation of their 
gender. Volunteers(7) and experts have also 
rightly pointed to the absence of any reference 
to the implications of criminal and civil laws that 
are based on the traditional gender binary. While 
provisions on equality and non-discrimination 
would promote equal opportunity, in the 
process the real benefi t of reservation in jobs 
should not be denied. Social legislation should 
not be merely benevolent; rather, it should be 
trenched(8) with an approach that extends to 
the marginalised sections the freedom, dignity 
and autonomy that other citizens enjoy. In the 
district(9) of legislation, disagreements over 
drafts are natural. It is up to the government of 
the day to adopt an inclusive approach towards 
divergent opinions and come up with the best 
law possible. Overlooking(10) the opinions of 
experts and parliamentary committees does not 
help the process. The Centre should revisit its 
draft and incorporate the inputs of the standing 
committee and an expert panel that submitted a 
report in 2014.
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Q.1. (1) Flicked (2)brushed (3)seeped (4)
skimmed (5)No change required

Q.2. (1) denominated (2) confused (3) troubled 
(4) enlightened (5) No change required 

Q.3. (1) negative (2) attractive (3) positive (4) 
creative (5) No change required 

Q.4. (1) accord (2) refuse (3) differ (4) abstain 
(5) No change required

Q.5. (1) invoked (2) ascribed (3) quoted (4) 
excerpted (5) No change required 

Q.6. (1) violated (2) assisted (3) purifi ed (4) 
regarded (5) No change required 

Q.7. (1) Advocates (2) Activists (3) Novelist 
(4) Journalists (5) No change required 

Q.8. (1) sunk (2) imbued (3) ditched (4) 
culverted (5) No change required 

Q.9. (1) territory (2) empire (3) terrain (4) 
domain (5) No change required

Q.10. (1) forgetting (2) ignoring (3) omitting (4) 
slighting (5) No change required 

ANSWERS

 Answer-1-(2)  Answer-2-(5)

 Answer-3-(3)  Answer-4-(1)

 Answer-5-(5)  Answer-6-(1)

 Answer-7-(2)  Answer-8-(2)

 Answer-9-(5)  Answer-10-(2)

After the cloze test section, which covers 
vocabulary words, checks your command over 
words in language, same as one more part is 
there which checks your reading ability i.e. 
Re-arrangement of sentences, here are some 
questions related to it, try solving out and check 
your answers.

Re-arrangement

Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), (C), 
(D), (E) and (F) in the proper sequence to form a 
meaningful paragraph, then answer the questions 
given below them.

(A)  And American education as being helpful 
for the cultivation of students’ creativity. 

(B)  Many parents and educators view Chinese 
education as important for foundation, 

(C)  And structures. Americans are interested 
in how students use their knowledge in 
society. 

(D)  The Chinese and American education 
systems have different aims. 

(E)  Chinese education focuses on the 
knowledge of accumulation, on how 
students manage 

(F)  The American system lets students 
criticize ideas, and challenge as well as 
create concepts.

(G)  And use the knowledge they learned 
in school, and on understandings of 
knowledge systems

Q.1. Which of the following would be the 
THIRD sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) B  (2) G  (3) C  
(4) A  (5) None of them

Q.2. Which of the following would be the 
SECOND sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) D  (2) E  (3) F  
(4) B  (5) None of them

Q.3. Which of the following would be the FIRST 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) B  (2) G  (3) E  
(4) A  (5) None of them

Q.4. Which of the following would be the 
SIXTH sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) B  (2) A  (3) F  
(4) C  (5) None of them

Q.5. Which of the following would be the LAST 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) B  (2) G  (3) D  
(4) A  (5) None of them
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ANSWERS:

 Answer-1-(4),  Answer-2-(4)

 Answer-3-(5),   Answer-4-(4)

 Answer-5-(5)

 Correct Sequence: DBAEGCF

In the following sentence, three parts i.e. (A), 
(B) and (C) are given, there can be error(s) in 
one or all parts of the sentence, you will have 
to choose the incorrect part(s) of the sentence 
and mark your answer accordingly. 

Q.1. The six older Indian Institute of 
Technology, the three top Indian Institutes 
(A)/ for Management, Indian School of 
Business and Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(B)/ are among 100 institutions seeking 
to (C)/ becoming world class universities 
under a government plan. (D)

 (1) Only A       (2) Only A, B and D

 (3) Only C and D  (4) Only B

 (5) No Error 

Q.2. Some programmes have been evaluated 
thoroughly randomized (A)/ controlled 
trials where each intervention has been 
fi rstly (B)/ tried out in a cohort of schools 
and thus any difference between (C)/ the 
schools that received the programmes, can 
be attributed to the programmes.(D)

 (1) Only A            (2) Only D and C

 (3) Only A, B and C   (4) Only A and D

 (5) No Error 

Q.3. The prince has been broken established 
social norms in the kingdom (A)/ since 
his rise to power in the last year, including 
ending a ban on female drivers (B)/ 
though he has also cracked down on 
dissent, arresting dozens of clerics and 
activists (C)/ and ordering the detention 
of senior princes and businessman in what 
authorities described as an anti-corruption 
campaign. (D)

 (1) Only A           (2) Only A and D

 (3) Only C and D       (4) Only A, C and D

 (5) No Error

Q.4. There are potentially serious consequences 
for girls who are excluded from the digital 
age, (A)/ including inability to access 
online services and information (B)/ on 
issues related with their health, inability to 
further their education and no (C)/ chance 
to further skills that could help them to 
participate in the global economy of the 
21st century. (D)

 (1) Only A             (2) Only B and C

 (3) Only C and D (4) Only B

 (5) No Error 

Q.5. Public resentment is gradually rising 
against militants (A)/ on the state which 
needs to be tapped by the state government 
(B)/ through civil society partnerships in 
order to (C)/ create greater public empathy 
against the security forces. (D)

 (1) Only A

 (2) Only B and D

 (3) Only C and D

 (4) Only A and C

 (5) No Error

Q.6. A member of the Vistas Residents 
Association and an advocate (A)/ described 
the work as a benevolent strategic move 
by the (B)/ government that safeguard 
homebuyers’ interests, by (C)/ having the 
company run in such a manner that under-
construction projects could be completed.
(D)

 (1) Only C  (2) Only B and C

 (3) Only C and D (4) Only B

 (5) No Error 
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Q.7. The president highlighted in his keynote 
address that increment (A)/ participation 
of women in the labour force would 
signifi cantly boost (B)/ the Indian 
economy, if India closes the labour force 
gender gap by half, (C)/ its economy could 
grow with over $150 billion in the next 
three years. (D)

 (1) Only A, C and D (2) Only B and C
 (3) Only A and D (4) Only C
 (5) No Error 
Q.8. Google has been quite popular as the 

search engine provides answers to (A)/  
people’s all queries, from the most random 
to the (B)/ most meaningful answer but it 
can never replace a Guru because a (C)/ 
guru gives not only mere academics, but 
also insights in life. (D)

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B and C
 (3) Only C and D (4) Only C
 (5) No Error 
Q.9. As leaders at the World Trade Organisation’s 

11th biennial (A)/ Ministerial Conference 
in Buenos Aires seeks to (B)/ defi ne the 
future contours of multilateral global 
trade, (C)/ the challenges the U.S. has 
mounted on the institution are impossible 
to ignore. (D)

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B and C
 (3) Only C and D (4) Only B
 (5) No Error 
Q.10. Engineers of the Irrigation Project should 

be told to take immediate (A)/ steps for 
the release of water through the canals 
(B)/ instead of giving excuses because 
the farmers (C)/ had been demanding the 
release of water in the canals for a long 
time.(D)

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B and C
 (3) Only C and D (4) Only B
 (5) No Error 

ANSWERS:-

Answer-1-(1) Use ‘six older Indian Institutes’ 
instead of ‘six older Indian 
Institute’ in the part (A), use ‘of 
Management’ instead of ‘for 
Management’ in the part (B) 
and use ‘become’ instead of 
‘becoming’ in the part (C)

Answer-2-(3) Use ‘through’ instead of 
‘thoroughly’ in the part (A), use 
‘fi rst’ instead of ‘fi rstly’ in the part 
(B) and use ‘among’ instead of 
‘between’ in the part (C)

Answer-3-(2) Use ‘breaking’ instead of 
‘broken’ in the part (A) and 
use ‘businessmen’ instead of 
‘businessmen’ in the part (D)

Answer-4-(3) Use ‘related to’ instead of ‘related 
with’ in the part (C) and remove 
‘to’ before ‘participate’, ‘help’ is 
a verb which is followed by ‘bare 
infi nitive verb’

Answer-5-(2) Use ‘in the state’ instead of ‘on the 
state’ in the part (B) and use ‘for 
the security’ instead of ‘against the 
security’ in the part (D)

Answer-6-(1) Use ‘safeguards’ instead of 
‘safeguard’ in the part (C)

Answer-7-(3) Use ‘increasing’ instead of 
‘increment’ in the part (A) and use 
‘by over’ instead of ‘with over’ in 
the part (D)

Answer-8-(4) Use ‘answers’ instead of ‘answer’ 
in the part (C)

Answer-9-(4) Use ‘seek’ instead of ‘seeks’ in the 
part (B)

Answer-10-(4) Use ‘in the canals’ instead of 
‘through the canals’ in the part (B)
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Reading comprehension

Read the following passage carefully and answer 
the questions given below it. Certain words have 
been printed in bold to help you locate them 
while answering some questions.

With the prevailing weather likely to cause an 
outbreak of rice blast disease, the Agriculture 
Department has issued advisory to farmers in the 
district to take prompt measures if symptoms of 
the disease manifest in the samba paddy crop.

Given the experience over the past few years, 
when the blast disease adversely affected yield, 
the department advised farmers to opt for disease-
resistant varieties and avoid cultivation of highly 
susceptible varieties such as improved white 
Ponni and BPT-5204 (Andhra Ponni). However, 
a large number of farmers have raised Andhra 
Ponni as the variety is in good demand among 
traders and fetches a better price than others.

“Rice blast is a common but important fungal 
disease of rice. The disease is caused by the 
fungus, pyricularia oryzae, which attacks the rice 
crop at all stages. The symptoms can be seen on 
leaves, nodes, neck of panicle, and on grains,” 
said the Joint Director of Agriculture, in an 
advisory.

On the leaves, the lesions start as small water-
soaked bluish green fl ecks and soon enlarge and 
form characteristic spindle-shaped or eye-shaped 
spots with grey centre and dark brown margin 
(leaf blast). The elongated spots join together 
as the disease progresses, and large areas of the 
leaves dry up and wither. Similar spots also form 
on the sheath. Severely infected nursery and fi eld 
present a burnt appearance. Subsequently, node 
blast and neck (panicle) blast occur. The disease 
causes heavy economical loss to rice farmers 
and the symptoms normally occur during the 
winter months of December and January. Blast-
infected grains become poorly fi lled and chaffy. 
Dark spots may be formed on the grains also 
and reduce the quality of the grain, said the joint 
director of Agriculture.

Application of excessive doses of nitrogenous 
fertilizers, intermittent drizzle, cloudy weather, 
high relative humidity, long dew periods and low 
night temperature make situation conducive for 
the disease. Spraying pseudomonas fl uorescens 
(5 gm/litre three times from 45 days at an interval 
of 10 days) will control the disease. Chemical 
control involves spraying of Tricyclazole (200 
grams an acre), or a combination of Tricyclazole 
and Mancozeb (400 grams an acre), or 
Azoxystrobin (200 ml and acre). The fungicides 
should be sprayed before 11 a.m. or after 3 p.m. 
in the afternoon, said the department advisory.
The joint director, however, said the advisory 
had been issued as a precautionary measure so 
that farmers could initiate the control measures 
immediately when symptoms appear on their 
fi eld.
Otherwise, the disease can spread quickly. So far, 
there has been no report of the disease outbreak 
in the district.
Q.1. On the leaves, the lesions ________and 

form characteristic spindle-shaped or eye-
shaped spots with grey centre and dark 
brown margin.
(A)  decrease as small water-soaked 

bluish green fl ecks and then enlarge.
(B) ends as big water-soaked bluish 

green fl ecks and soon enlarge.
(C) begins as small water-soaked bluish 

green fl ecks and soon enlarge.
 (1) Only A (2) Only B
 (3) Only C (4) All A, B and C
 (5) None of them
Q.2. As per the department advisory, what time 

is suitable for the spray of the fungicides? 
(1) The fungicides should be sprayed 

before 11 p.m. or after 3 a.m. in the 
afternoon

(2) The fungicides should be sprayed 
after 11 a.m. or after 3 a.m. in the 
afternoon
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(3) The fungicides should be sprayed 
before 11 p.m. or after 3 p.m. in the 
afternoon

(4) The fungicides should be sprayed 
before 11 a.m. or after 3 p.m. in the 
afternoon

(5) The fungicides should be sprayed 
after 11 a.m. or after 3 p.m. in the 
afternoon

Q.3. Which of the following is TRUE 
according to the passage?
(A) With the prevailing weather 

likely to cause an outbreak of 
rice blast disease, the Agriculture 
Department has issued advisory to 
farmers.

(B) if symptoms of the disease 
manifest in the samba paddy crop, 
the breeding department will issue 
advisory to farmers.

(C) when the blast disease adversely 
affected yield, the department 
advised farmers to opt for disease-
resistant varieties.

(1) Only A
(2) Both A and C
(3) Only B
(4) Both B and C
(5) All A, B and C

Q.4. Which of the following is TRUE 
according to the passage?
(A) a large number of farmers have 

raised Andhra Ponni as the variety 
(B)  the variety is in good demand 

among traders and fetches a better 
price than others.

(C) Rice blast is a common but 
important fungal disease of rice

(1) Only A

(2) Both A and C

(3) Only B

(4) Both B and C

(5) All A, B and C

Q.5. Which of the following is NOT TRUE 
according to the passage?

(A) Rise blast disease is caused by the 
chaffy, pyricularia oryzae.

(B) Pyricularia oryzae attacks the rice 
crop at all stages.

(C) The symptoms can be seen on 
leaves, nodes, neck of panicle, and 
on grains.

(1) Only A

(2) Both A and C

(3) Only B

(4) Both B and C

(5) All A, B and C

Q.6. Which of the following is NOT TRUE 
according to the passage?

(A) The elongated spots disperse 
together as the disease progresses, 
and large areas of the leaves dry up 
and wither

(B) Severely infected nursery and fi eld 
present a burnt appearance

(C) Fresh grains become poorly fi lled 
and chaffy

(1) Only A (2) Both A and C

(3) Only B (4) Both B and C

(5) All A, B and C

Q.7. Choose the word most OPPOSITE in 
meaning to the word printed in bold, as 
used in the passage.

CONDUCIVE

(1) Contributive (2) Promotive

(3) Accessory (4) Hindering

(5) None of them
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Q.8. Choose the word most SIMILAR in 
meaning to the word printed in bold, as 
used in the passage.

PREVAILING

(1) Individual (2) Peculiar

(3) Customary (4) Limited

(5) None of them

Q.9. Choose the word most OPPOSITE in 
meaning to the word printed in bold, as 
used in the passage.

OUTBREAK

(1) Obedience

(2) Commencement

(3) Epidemic

(4) Tumult

(5) None of them

Q.10. Choose the word most SIMILAR in 
meaning to the word printed in bold, as 
used in the passage.

 SUBSEQUENTLY

(1) Earlier

(2) former

(3) latterly

(4) prior

(5) None of them 

ANSWERS:-

 Answer-1-(3)

 Answer-2-(4)

 Answer-3-(2)

 Answer-4-(5)

 Answer-5-(5)

 Answer-6-(1)

 Answer-7-(2)

 Answer-8-(4)

 Answer-9-(1)

 Answer-10-(3)




