STUDY NOTES FOR SSC AND STATE LEVEL EXAMS
Hello! Dear aspirants.
Today, we discuss one of the most important parts of speech, which is ‘ADJECTI VE’. It is very
interesting and important topic. It will help you increase your comprehension. Here, we try to
clear your doubts and give you knowledge in a very easy and effective way. We hope you will
enjoy and remember it.
Moreover, the most important thing is that this knowledge will help you in attempting English in
several competitive exams and we hope you will be selected. Let’s get down to business.
One of the most important components of a sentence is the adjective. This part of speech is so
common that people use it almost automatically, both in speech and in writing.
astronaut.
ADJECTIVE
In the example above, the underlined clause modifies
the noun ‘sister’. But what if the group of words
doesn’t have a subject and a verb? What do you think
the resulting group of words will be called?
If you think it’s called an adjective phrase, you are
right. As you might recall, phrases and clauses are
both groups of words and the main difference is that
clauses have subjects and verbs, while phrases don’t.
For example:
##

What is an adjective and its functions?

•

His daughter is prettier than yours.

##

What are the different kinds of adjectives?

##

What are the Kinds of Adjectives?

##

What are the degrees of adjectives?

Kindly read the following sentence and try to
understand the kinds of adjective.

Aside from answering the basic questions and
defining the related terms, various examples are also
given in this study note.
##

Her- possessive adjective

What is an Adjective and its functions?

Five- adjective of number

Adjectives are words which modify, identify or
quantify nouns or pronouns. It is a parts of speech and
provides more information about noun or pronoun in
order to make a clear view of noun or pronoun in the
reader's mind and create feeling about what writer has
written.

Red- adjective of colour

Adjective words are describing words such as black,
handsome, fair, beautiful, bold, pretty, fierce,
many, few, majestic, small, tall, blue, much, more,
green, cute, red, smart, etc. Adjective words cannot
stand on their own however used to describe nouns or
pronouns or modify them. It provides specialty to the
noun or pronoun. Number of rules govern the use of
various types of adjectives in the sentence. It is very
necessary to understand all the rules to be able to use
adjectives to get advantage for example:
•

Her five red suits are there.

Your sister, who is much older than I am, is an
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Suits- noun
Are- verb
There- demonstrative adjective
Kinds of Adjectives:
1.

Proper Adjective

2.

Possessive Adjective

3.

Demonstrative Adjective

4.

Distributive Adjective

5.

Adjective of Number

6.

Adjective of Quality

7.

Adjective of Quantity

8.

Interrogative Adjective
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Now that you already know the answer to the question, 8.
“What is an adjective?” you should know that not
all adjectives are the same. They modify nouns and
pronouns differently, and just like the other parts of
speech, there are different kinds of adjectives.
1.

Proper Adjective:
An adjective which is formed from proper nouns
called proper adjective and always used in capital
form. It is used to describe nouns related to the
regions, countries, religions, etc.
Examples of proper adjectives are like: English,
Buddhist, Christian, Greek, Roman Catholic,
Turkish, American, African, Burmese, Italian,
Spanish, Australian, Chinese, Mexican, Nepalese,
•
British, Indian, Pacific, etc.

2.

Possessive Adjectives
Possessive adjectives are used in sentence to show
the possession/ownership or are used to express a
close relationship with someone or something as well
as modify the noun. They also imply definiteness.
Possessive adjectives are like my, your, her, his, our,
your, its, their, whose, etc.
Examples:

•

I will get my position.

•

Is this your book?

•

Your bike is red.

•

Whose book is this?

•

My mother is there. (In this example, possessive
adjective ‘my’ indicates the close relationship with
noun ‘mother’.)

•

I really like your (In this sentence, possessive
adjective ‘your’ shows who owns the noun “shoes”.)
My

2.

Your

3.

His

4.

Her

5.

Its

6.

Our

7.

Your
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NOTE:
Possessive adjectives also function as possessive
pronouns.
The Difference between Possessive Adjectives and
Possessive Pronouns
Both, possessive adjectives and possessive pronouns
are very confusing as they are closely related to each
other; however, easy to differentiate them. We just
need to remember that possessive pronouns are used
in place of a noun whereas possessive adjectives
modify and follow a noun.
Examples:
Mohan’s jacket is blue. His is brown. (It is the
example of possessive pronoun.)
His name is Deva. (It is the example of possessive
adjective.)
Possessive adjective is used to show ownership and
comes before a noun. Possessive adjectives are not
formed by adding an apostrophe and ‘s’ to the end
such as my, your, his, her, its, our, and their words are
possessive adjectives whereas your’s, our’s, it’s, etc.
are not possessive adjectives.
On the other hand, possessive pronouns show
ownership but do not come before the noun or noun
phrase as they can stand alone and used to replace the
noun such as mine, yours, his, hers, its, etc.

Following is the list of possessive adjectives:
1.

•

Their

Possessive pronouns are used to replace the noun
whereas possessive adjectives are used to describe the
noun. Some forms of both, possessive adjective and
possessive pronoun are same such as his, its however
they are used differently.
Forms of Possessive Adjectives
Study the following table and learn the possessive
adjectives:
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•

These books are very interesting.
List of Demonstrative Adjective: Following are the
common demonstrative adjectives:

•

Primary singular form: this, that, yonder, yon,
former, latter, etc.

•

Plural demonstrative adjectives: these, those, etc.
Here are some more examples of demonstrative
adjectives and their use in the sentence:

1st Person: my, our
They can be used for both male and female owners;
however, ‘my’ is only for singular owners and ‘our’
is only for plural owners. Such as:

•

These shirts fit me very well.

•

Those jeans are very expensive.

•

We sold our bicycle yesterday.

•

The former CEO of my company was Mr. Rogers.

•

My pen is very nice.

•

The latter option is good but costly.

•

This is the best friend of mine.

2nd Person: your

•
It can be used for both, male and female owners as •
well as for both, singular and plural owners. Such as:
•
Mohan doesn’t have your pen, Sana.
•
Kids, don’t forget to eat your chocolates. Ravi
•
3rd Person: her, his, its, their
•
Words like ‘her’, ‘his’, and ‘its’ are used with
singular owner, whereas ‘their’ is used only with
plural form owner. Moreover, ‘her’ is especially used •
with female owner and ‘his’ with male owners. Such
as:

That dog is really sick and need care.

•

His name is Rohit. (Rohit is a male person name.)

•

Her name is Seema. (Seema is a female person
name.)

•

The children thanked their (The word ‘children” is
plural form that’s why ‘their’ is used.)

Following are some differences between
demonstrative adjectives and demonstrative
pronouns. Demonstrative adjectives are used to
modify noun, such as:
•

This sweet is delicious.

3.

Demonstrative Adjectives

•

I hate those fruits.

Like the article the, demonstrative adjectives are used
to indicate or demonstrate specific people, animals, or
things. These, those, this and that are demonstrative
adjectives.

•

Give me that pen.

Examples:

•

This is tasty.

•

This movie is my favourite.

•

I like those.

•

Please put those cookies on the blue plate.

•

This pen is mine; that is yours.

•

When the old man tripped over that wire, he dropped
a whole bag of groceries.

•

This is very cold.

•

Can you see this?

•
•
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That plane has to be landed one hour later.
These clothes smell very dirty.
This bag is full of eating materials for the long trip.
Those shoes are very beautiful but too big for my
feet.
I have returned those books back to the library.
Differences between Demonstrative Adjectives
and Demonstrative Pronouns

Demonstrative pronouns (known as independent
demonstratives) stand on their own by replacing the
noun, such as:
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This uniform I’m wearing is very neat and clean.
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•

These smell bad.

•

There are no bananas in the fruit bowl.

•

Can you approach those?

•

4.

Distributive Adjectives

I usually read the first few pages of a book before I
buy it.

•

We looked at several cars before deciding on the best
one for our family.

6.

Adjectives of Quality

Distributive adjectives are those adjectives which
followed by a singular noun and a singular verb.
However, sometimes there is use of a plural noun and
a singular verb by using each of, either of, every one
of, and neither of.

Before having the detail list of Adjective of quality
or descriptive adjectives we must know that all the
adjectives are descriptive words however all the
descriptive words are not adjectives. By having the
categorized list of descriptive adjectives you can get
detailed idea about descriptive adjectives and their
proper use to describe noun in the sentence. Using
a wide range of descriptive adjectives in English
language, you can express the shape, feeling, state,
quality, action, quantity, color, size or other aspects of
the noun. Proper understanding and use of adjectives
is very necessary to be a better writer and a better
speaker of the English language.

Example:
Either, each, neither, every, another, other, etc.
•

Each leg has four fingers and one toe.

•

Every child need care and love.

•

Either method is wrong.

•

Neither method is correct.

•

Either of the methods is wrong.

•

Neither of the methods is correct.

5.

Adjectives of Number

We have provided below the list of Adjective of
quality into various shorter components according to
the attributes of noun and their use in the sentence:

As the name suggests, this kind of adjective answers
the question, “How many?”
Examples:
•

Twenty-one students failed the exam.

•

The plants need more water.

(A)

Definite Adjectives

•

General adjectives: dusty, hairy, angry, melancholy,
tall, abrupt, monstrous, miniscule, grotesque, etc.

•

Adjectives describing appearance of noun:
adorable, attractive, alluring, beautiful, bewildered,
bright, confident, cheerful, cultured, clumsy, dull,
dynamic, disillusioned, elegant, energetic, fair,
fancy, filthy, gentle, glamorous, handsome, hurt, illmannered, jolly, lovely, magnificent, neat, nervous,
pleasant, perfect, smiling, splendid, self-assured,
thoughtful, tense, timid, upset, vivacious, wonderful,
worried, etc.

•

Adjectives describing personality of noun:
aggressive, ambitious, amused, brave, cruel,
combative, co-operative, cowardly, dangerous,
diligent, determined, disagreeable, evil, erratic,
frank, fearless, friendly, generous, gifted, helpful,
harmonious, hesitant, jealous, knowing, kind-hearted,
mysterious, naughty, pleasing, placid, punctual, quiet,
rigid, successful, sincere, selfish, talented, unbiased,
witty, wise, warm, happy, unhappy, cheerful, sad,
excited, delighted, angry etc.

When they are used in sentences, numbers are almost
always adjectives. You can tell that a number is an
adjective when it answers the question “How many?”
Examples:
•

The stagecoach was pulled by a team of six.

•

He ate 23 hotdogs during the contest, and was sick
afterwards.

(B)

Indefinite Adjectives
Like the articles a and an, indefinite adjectives are
used to discuss non-specific things. You might
recognize them, since they are formed from indefinite
pronouns. The most common indefinite adjectives are
any, many, no, several, and few.
Examples:

•

Grandfather has been retired for many.
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•

•

•

•

•

Adjectives describing feelings of noun: Afraid, •
angry, anxious, bad, bored, calm, confused,
comfortable, creepy, depressed, disturbed,
dominating, deceitful, elated, faithful, fine, frustrated, •
good, gloomy, horrible, happy, hungry, ill, kind,
lively, mature, nice, proud, peaceful, protective,
sorrowful, silly, sore, tired, troubled, unwell,
unhappy, vengeful, wicked, weary, wrong, zestful, •
etc.
Adjectives describing shape of noun: Broad,
crooked, circular, distorted, rectangular, spherical,
triangular, round, square, flat, hollow, narrow,
skinny, wide, etc.
Adjectives describing size of noun: Big, large,
colossal, gigantic, huge, miniature, mammoth, tiny, •
small, petite, tall, thin, great, tiny, long, thick, short, •
etc.
•
Adjectives describing time of noun: Ancient, •
modern, brief, early, annual, fast, old, late, rapid,
•
slow, swift, young, annually, monthly, quarterly,
fortnightly, weekly, new, latest, up-to-date, second•
hand, brand-new, etc.
Adjectives describing quantity of noun: Abundant,
considerable, few, extra, multiple, heavy, empty,
myriad, many, numerous, substantial, bountiful, etc.

Green leafy vegetables are very healthy. (‘green’
and ‘leafy’ are descriptive adjectives describing the
colour and shape of noun ‘vegetables’)
The tall and handsome boy is my brother. (‘tall’ and
‘handsome’ are descriptive adjectives referring the
shape and appearance of the noun ‘boy’)
Fresh and green vegetables have more vitamins and
minerals. (‘fresh’ and ‘green’ words are descriptive
adjectives denoting the quality and colour of the
noun ‘vegetables’).
Following are some more examples having use of
adjectives that describe, identify or quantify the
noun:
That animal was very dangerous and clever.
Cracked heels are very painful.
Rotten vegetables smell bad.
She was adorned with sparkling jewels.
The fatty woman went through the tiny passage
easily.
Exam was very difficult however; bright candidates
passed it easily.

•

She cried when beautiful birds flown away.

7.

Adjective of Quantity

•

Adjectives describing sound of noun: Blaring,
cooing, loud, melancholic, deafening, soft, shrill,
noisy, silent, thundering, whispering, squeaking,
calm, loud, quiet, etc.

•

Adjectives describing taste of noun: bitter, salty,
hot, icy, delicious, spicy, sweet, juicy, sour, tasty,
tasteless, fresh, alkaline, etc.

•

Adjectives describing touch of noun: rough,
smooth, scattered, sticky, slippery, sharp, soft, dry,
wet, tender, uneven, hard, loose, etc.

•

He is so handsome .

•

He has many books.

Adjectives describing colour of noun: aqua, black,
white, blue, gold, crimson, cyan, red, green, yellow,
magenta, orange, pink, turquoise, etc.

•

She is very poor.

•

He has enough money to start business.

•

Employees have completed most of the tasks.

•

•

Adjectives are used in the sentence to define nouns as
well as characterize them to differentiate from other
nouns. Adjectives are words that describe the kind of
noun, its state, quality, quantity, amount, etc. in the
sentence. It does not provide exact number of noun
however tell only amount. It indicates ‘how much’
noun is there in the sentence. For example:

In the above sentences, so, many, very, enough and
most words are adjective of quantity as they are
showing the amount of noun.

Adjectives describing qualities of noun: great,
fantastic, good, worthless, mediocre, etc.
Use of Adjective of quality in the Sentences:
Following are the examples of descriptive adjective
and their use in the sentence:
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Adjectives of quantity are generally used when we
do not require denoting the exact number of noun
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such as number of hairs, number of rice grains,
number of sugar crystals in a packet or spoon, etc. ##
Sometimes, some of the indefinite numeral adjectives
are considered as adjectives of quantity. You can see
the difference through the following sentences:
•

She has bought some sugur.

•

He has bought some rice.

You don’t have much milk.
All and whole: both have same meaning however
used in different ways.
Example:
She had played alone all her childhood.
She had played alone for her whole childhood.

If there is need to use all the adjectives in a sentence,
we should use them in the proper order such as
quantity, quality, size, and age of the noun. After that,
we can use shape and color of the noun. We should
use all the adjectives as per the availability and
requirement of the noun or pronoun description in a
sentence.

8.

Interrogative Adjectives
Interrogative adjectives ask questions and are always
followed by a noun.
Examples:

•

What movie are you watching?

•

Which plants should be placed over here?

If there is occurrence of more than one adjectives
of same type in a sentence, we separate them with a
‘comma’ or ‘and’ is used between the last two. Do not •
place comma in between the noun and adjective.
•
List of Adjectives of Quantity
•
Adjectives of quantity help us in describing nouns
especially when they do not require the exact number. •
Below is the list of commonly used adjectives of •
quantity:
•

List of Interrogative Adjectives

•

Any: is generally used in the negative and interrogative
kind of sentences.

•

Some: it is generally used in the affirmative sentences.

Use of Interrogative Adjectives in the Sentence:
Following are the examples showing the proper use
of interrogative adjectives in the sentence:

•

Little: means ‘hardly any’ or ‘very small quantity’ •
and generally used with the singular uncountable •
nouns.
•
Double: means two but not clearly states two in
•
number.
•
Substantial: means something in bulk

•
•

Following words are used as interrogative adjectives:
What
Whose
Where
Why
How
Which

What pen will they give us?
Which pen will they give us?
What kind of answer is this?
What a beautiful flower is this.
Whose lunch box is this?

Enough: it is used as both, adverb and adjective. As an
adjective, it is used before the noun and as an adverb
it is used after the noun/the adjective.

•

Whose school bag is this?

•

Where could I find the next petrol pump?

•

Why on the beach we are still waiting her?

Examples:

•

Why there are so many dogs wandering

•

She has enough money to enjoy the fair.

•

How many times doctor visited the patients?

•

She was brilliant enough to pass her exam.

•

Which is the tallest tower of the world?

##

Much: it is used as determiner followed by the
uncountable noun.

•

Which one of the following is the best teacher to learn
music?

Examples:

•

How was pollution spread on the earth?

•
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1.

2.

Difference between Interrogative Pronoun and •
Interrogative Adjective

What project are you working for? (Interrogative
adjective ‘what’ stands for the thing we do not know.)

Some of the interrogative words act both as pronouns
and adjectives however the ways of using them in the
sentence are different. Following are some examples
showing the use of such interrogatives as both,
pronoun and adjective which will help you to clarify
the differences between both, interrogative pronoun
and interrogative adjective:

•

Which cricket team scored the highest points at
district level competition? (Interrogative adjective
‘which’ stand for the thing we do not know.)

•

Which coat is Deepak’s?

•

What Sarah likes most?

•

Which recipe do you prefer?

Interrogative pronouns can stand alone whereas •
interrogative adjectives cannot stand alone as they •
modify a noun or pronoun.

Whose shirt are you selling?

Interrogative pronouns generally follow a verb
whereas interrogative adjectives generally follow a
•
noun.
Examples of Interrogative Pronoun:

•

Which is your book?

•

What is your task?

•

Who do you want to win the game?

•

What is the colour of your hair?

•

What are you doing this weekend?

•

Which is your mother?

•

Use of ‘what’ and ‘which’ as interrogative
pronoun:
Which is the greater part? (This is not an example
of interrogative adjective. In this sentence, ‘which’ is
used as an interrogative pronoun as it does not modify
a noun and stand alone.)
What is your favourite colour?
Articles There are only three articles, and all of them
are adjectives: a, an, and the. Because they are used
to discuss non-specific things and people, ‘a’ and
‘an’ are called indefinite articles. Neither one of
these sentences names a specific banana or a certain
adventure. Without more clarification, any banana or
adventure will do.

Examples of Interrogative Adjective:
•

Which book is yours?

•

What task is yours?

•

What colour is your hair?

•

Which mother is yours?

•

Use of ‘what’ and ‘which’ as interrogative
adjective:
•
What gift will you give us? (In this example, the
speaker does not know the choice of gifts available.
So, you can use ‘what’ when the options are
unknown.)

The word the is called the definite article. It’s the only
definite article, and it is used to indicate very specific
people or things:
•

•

Which gift will you give us? (In this example,
the speaker knows well about the choices of gifts
available. So, you can use ‘which’ when the options
are known.)

•

Which book in the library do you recommend?
(Interrogative adjective ‘which’ stand for the thing
we do not know.)
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Which book are we going to read in library today?
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Please give me a banana. I’d like the one with the
green stem.
Let’s go on an adventure. The Grand Canyon mule
ride sounds perfect!
SEQUENCE OF ADJECTIVES
Rules of ordering adjectives are very important in
order to use number of different adjectives while
making sentence. It makes us able to understand
which adjective should be placed first in the sentence
and which one last. Generally, we can make sentence
by putting only one adjective into the sentence
however in order to know further details about the
noun and pronoun, we can place more than one
adjectives into the sentence in proper order by using
rules of ordering adjectives. Here are the rules of
www.mahendraguru.com
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ordering the adjectives:

demonstrative, quantifier, or distributive adjectives in
the sentence. However, in case, if we put numerical
adjective as first adjective, we can follow it with
opinion or quality adjective.
•

I have two good friends. (In this sentence, good is
quality or opinion adjective which follows after the
numerical adjective.)

##

Size: All the above sequential adjectives like
numerical, article, quality or opinion adjectives are
followed by another adjective describing the size of
noun.

•

I have two good little birds. (little is the adjective
describing the size of noun.)

##

Age: All the above adjectives are followed by the
adjective describing age of the noun. In the above
example, we can see that the word “little” provides
some information about kid’s age however, not very
clear. So, it needs a separate sentence to describe the
age of noun.
I have two good little toddlers.

1.

Number

2.

Opinion (e.g., ugly, beautiful)

3.

Size (e.g., big, little)

4.

Age (e.g., young, old)

5.

Shape (e.g., square, round

6.

Colour (e.g., black, yellow)

7.

Origin (e.g., British, American)

•

8.

Material (e.g., polyester, Styrofoam)

			

9.

Purpose (e.g., swimming, as in a swimming pool,
sewing, as in a sewing machine)

•

##

•

Or,

I have two good little kids. They are four and six.

			 Or,
The first letters of all those qualifiers spell something
•
I have two good little school-age children.
that almost sounds like a word—NOSASCOMP—
We can show the age of noun in the sentence in many
and that’s how I remember it.
ways such as, by changing the noun (like toddlers or
IN DETAILS OF THE ORDER OF ADJECTIVES
school-age) in order to reflect age or showing the age
Determiners: We should first place the adjectives
like article, possessive, demonstrative, numerical,
quantifier, or distributive adjectives into the sentence.
An example is given below using a numerical
adjective first:
I have two good. (a sentence making sense and
grammatically correct.)
If we rewrite the above example by putting the quality
adjective first to the quantity adjective, the we see
that:

•
##

I have good two. (a sentence making no sense and
grammatically incorrect.)
Quantity, Number, and Opinion: The use of
numerical adjective should follow after and not
before while using adjectives like article, possessive,

Write us : content @mahendras.org

www.mahendras.org
[10]

in separate sentence. However, only changing the
noun does not make clear sense of age and creates
confusion to the reader. So, it is good to add second
sentence to identify the age of noun.
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##

•

##
•

Shape: In order to describe the shape of the noun, we
can use variety of object shapes such as circle, square,
triangle, rectangle, etc. If your noun is a person, you
would describe their appearance. For this example,
let’s change the example so we can actually use a
shape:
1.
I have two soft big new circular mats. (this sentence
is quite long, so we can add some attributes of noun
in separate sentence.)
Colour: We can add colour adjective to the sentence
•
after shape adjective.
I have two soft big new circular red mats. (this •
sentence is quite long, so we can write creatively and
add some attributes of noun in separate sentence.)

•

I have two soft big balls. Both are new, circular and
red in colour.

##

Origin: In order to describe the origin of the item, we
need to locate the place where the item is purchased
or manufactured by the use of adjectives.

•

I have two soft big new circular red balls from the
North. (this sentence is quite unclear, just showing
the place of purchase.)

##

Material: In order to provide detail of the item, we
need to describe about the material of the item it is
made of such as rubber, wood, plastic, etc. Whereas,
we need to describe behaviour if we talk about a
person.

•

I have two soft little rubber.

•

I have two kind small energetic puppy.

##

Grammatical Modifier: Sometimes, nouns or other
forms of speech are used to modify nouns by using
special kind of adjectives called as grammatical
modifiers. Grammatical modifiers are added in last
to a sentence.

##

He has a small brown wooden dog house. (In this
sentence, dog is a grammatical modifier as it modifies
the noun house. Grammatical modifier here makes
clear that the house is for dog, not for human.)

Positive degree of adjectives are used when we talk
about the single person, place, or thing.
Examples:
He is a smart boy.
It is a nice pen.
Comparative Degree

Examples:
This swimming pool is smaller than the last one.
You are more intelligent than your brother.
In order to transform the word ending with letter 'y',
we need to replace 'y' with 'i' and then add “er” such
as:

•

lovely-lovelier

•

happy-happier

•

pretty-prettier

•

tasty-tastier

•

lucky-luckier

3.

Superlative Degree
Superlative degree of adjectives are used when
we compare more than two things. The word “the”
is added before the adjective. A common word is
transformed to its superlative form by adding a suffix
“est” or the word “most.”
Examples:

•

I wear the clothes from biggest store.

•

This is the most important moment of my life.

What are the Degrees of Adjectives?

Write us : content @mahendras.org

Positive Degree

Comparative degree of adjectives are used when
we compare two persons, places, or things. We can
add “er” to the simple word to transform it to the
comparative form or we can use the word “more” or
“than” after the adjective.

I have two soft big new circular red Indian mats. (this •
sentence describe the heritage and manufacturing •
place of the item.)

•

•

2.

Degrees of adjectives or levels of adjectives or
degrees of comparison are of three types namely,
positive, comparative, and superlative. All the
degrees of adjectives are described below with proper
examples.
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as:
•

lovely-loveliest

•

happy-happiest

•

pretty-prettiest

•

tasty-tastiest

•

lucky-luckiest

##

Don’t use comma for adjectives having different
meanings, such as: It was a bright clever.

##

Generally it comes just before the noun however;
sometimes it follows the noun. Such as: The boy was
bright.

##

Some of the adjectives are formed by just adding a
suffix to the noun such as danger: dangerous, love:
lovely, child: childlike, acid: acidic, sheep: sheepish,
nation: national, etc.

##

Adjectives describing the opinion typically preceded
the adjectives describing the color, shape, size, etc.
Such as: “The beautiful red flower kept in the
corner”; is preferable to “The red beautiful flower
kept in the corner”.

##

Hyphen is used between the two or more adjectives
when they come before noun and act as single idea.
Hyphen is also used when a number and a measurement
unit comes together and form an adjective.

Some Important Tips/Rules:
##

It is necessary for possessive adjectives to agree with
the possessor but not with the thing that is possessed.
Such as:

•

My bag is very old.

•

Her boyfriend is very arrogant.

•

Our dog is white.

•

Their homework is kept on the class table.
‘S’ is not included to the end of adjectives when noun
is in plural form, such as:

•

Our cars are cheap. (Correct)

•

Ours cars are cheap. (Incorrect)

##

When noun exist in singular form, verb should also be
in singular form; whereas if noun is plural then verb
should also be plural, such as:

•

My bag is black. (Singular)

•

My bags are black. (Plural)

•

Our girl is intelligent. (Singular)

•

Our girls are intelligent. (Plural)

##

We can use two or more descriptive adjectives in the
sentence in an appropriate order to properly describe
the noun such as: The big fluffy gray cat sit on the
ladders.

##

The accepted order of using more than one descriptive
adjective into the sentence is as follow: size/age/
shape/colour/nationality/material. For example: The
big, young, thin, black cat sit on the ladders.

##

General opinion adjectives are used before the
specific opinion adjectives. Such as: the beautiful,
brilliant singer has received an award.

##

If we use similar adjectives into one sentence, we
should separate them with a comma. Such as: he was
a bright, intelligent.
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Well! Now check your knowledge by attempting the
following questions.
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Q.1.

Q.2.

Q.3.

Q.4.

Q.5.

Q.6.

Q.7.

EXERCISE
Find the adjective or adjectives that fit in each of
the blanks best.
We visited the museum, where we saw
Q.8.
____________ artefacts.
(A) A lot of
(B) Ancient
Q.9.
(C) John’s
(D) A room filled with
I received ______________ awards at the cerQ.10.
emony today.
(A) The manager’s
(B) Two
(C) Information about
Q.11.
(D) Motivation at the
Please get me a bag of ____________ apples.
(A) Interesting
(B) Ripe red
Q.12.
(C) Oranges and
(D) Real
The president sat in a _______________ chair.
(A) Important
(B) Barber’s
Q.13.
(C) Funny
(D) Leather
________________ weather is the norm in San
Francisco.
Q.14.
(A) Blue
(B) Big
(C) Foggy
(D) The best
He is…………… than his neighbors.
(A) rich
(B) richer
Q.15.
(C) richest
(D) more richest
The brides were much ……………… than the
grooms.
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(A) young
(B) younger
(C) more younger (D) youngest
He is too ………………… to be taught.
(A) intelligent
(B) more intelligent
(C) intellingenter
(D) most intelligent
He is ………………… than I thought him to be.
(A) clever
(B) cleverer
(C) more cleverer (D) cleverest
When the old woman became …………………,
she began to move about.
(A) strong
(B) stronger
(C) more strong
(D) strongest
He is much ………………… now.
(A) good
(B) better
(C) more better
(D) best
The offer was too ………………… to be true.
(A) good
(B) better
(C) best
(D) more good
He fishes with ………………… success than I do.
(A) great
(B) greater
(C) greatest
(D) most greatest
Shakespeare is the ………………… playwright
in English.
(A) great
(B) greater
(C) more greater
(D) greatest
The pain was ………………… than he could
bear.
(A) much
(B) many
(C) more
(D) most
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2.

EXERCISE EXPLANATION
We visited the museum, where we saw ancient
9.
He is cleverer than I thought him to be.
artefacts.
10.
When the old woman became stronger, she began
I received two awards at the ceremony today.
to move about.

3.

Please get me a bag of ripe red apples.

11.

He is much better now.

4.

The president sat in a leather chair.

12.

The offer was too good to be true.

5.

Foggy weather is the norm in San Francisco.

13.

He fishes with greater success than I do.

6.

He is richer than his neighbours.

14.

Shakespeare is the greatest playwright in English.

7.

The brides were much younger than the grooms.

15.

The pain was more than he could bear.

8.

He is too intelligent to be taught.

1.
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