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ARTICLE
Dear Aspirants,

In this lesson, we will explore three very small but important words in the English language: the 
articles a, an and the. Along with that we’ll be solving a paragraph based on articles only and 
some most important vocabularies at last as a magic box to learn. So articles are the words that 
you use in almost every sentence that you speak or write. Learn about the significance of articles, 
when to use them and some examples.

DEFINITION OF ARTICLES
 An article is a word used to modify a noun, which 

is a person, place, object, or idea. Technically, 
an article is an adjective, which is any word that 
modifies a noun. Usually adjectives modify nouns 
through description, but articles are used instead 
to point out or refer to nouns. There are two 
different types of articles that we use in writing and 
conversation to point out or refer to a noun or group 
of nouns: definite and indefinite articles. article 
(with the linguistic glossing abbreviation art) is 
a word that is used with a noun (as a standalone 
word or a prefix or suffix) to specify grammatical 
definiteness of the noun, and in some languages 
extending to volume or numerical scope.

 The articles in English grammar are the and a/an, 
and in certain contexts some. "An" and "a" are 
modern forms of the Old English "an", which in 
Anglian dialects was the number "one" (compare 
"on" in Saxon dialects) and survived into Modern 
Scots as the number "owan". Both "on" (respelled 
"one" by the Norman language) and "an" survived 
into Modern English, with "one" used as the 
number and "an" ("a", before nouns that begin with 
a consonant sound) as an indefinite article.

 In many languages, articles are a special part 
of speech which cannot be easily combined 
with other parts of speech. In English grammar, 
articles are frequently considered part of a broader 
category called determiners, which contains 
articles, demonstratives (such as "this" and "that"), 
possessive determiners (such as "my" and "his"), 
and quantifiers (such as "all" and "few"). Articles 
and other determiners are also sometimes counted 
as a type of adjective, since they describe the words 
that they precede.

 In languages that employ articles, every common 
noun, with some exceptions, is expressed with 
a certain definiteness, definite or indefinite, as 
an attribute (similar to the way many languages 
express every noun with a certain grammatical 
number—singular or plural—or a grammatical 
gender). Articles are among the most common 
words in many languages; in English, for example, 
the most frequent word is the.

 Articles are usually categorized as either definite 
or indefinite.A few languages with well-developed 
systems of articles may distinguish additional 
subtypes. Within each type, languages may have 
various forms of each article, due to confirming to 
grammatical attributes such as gender, number, or 
case. Articles may also be modified as influenced by 
adjacent sounds or words as in elision (e.g., French 
"le" becoming "l'" before a vowel), epenthesis 
(e.g., English "a" becoming "an" before a vowel), 
or contraction (e.g. Irish "i + na" becoming "sna").

DEFINITE ARTICLE
 Let's begin by looking at the definite article. This 

article is the word 'the,' and it refers directly to a 
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specific noun or groups of nouns. The definite article 
is the word the. It limits the meaning of a noun to 
one particular thing. For example, your friend might 
ask, “Are you going to the party this weekend?” The 
definite article tells you that your friend is referring 
to a specific party that both of you know about. The 
definite article can be used with singular, plural, or 
uncountable nouns. Below are some examples of 
the definite article the used in context 

 For example:

•	 the freckles on my face
•	 the alligator in the pond
•	 the breakfast burrito on my plate Each noun or 

group of nouns being referred to - in these cases 
freckles, alligator, and breakfast burrito - is direct 
and specific.

INDEFINITE ARTICLES
 Indefinite articles are the words 'a' and 'an.' The 

indefinite article takes two forms. It’s the word 
a when it precedes a word that begins with a 
consonant. It’s the word an when it precedes a word 
that begins with a vowel. The indefinite article 
indicates that a noun refers to a general idea rather 
than a particular thing. For example, you might ask 
your friend, “Should I bring a gift to the party?” 
Your friend will understand that you are not asking 
about a specific type of gift or a specific item. “I 
am going to bring an apple pie,” your friend tells 
you. Again, the indefinite article indicates that 
she is not talking about a specific apple pie. Your 
friend probably doesn’t even have any pie yet. The 
indefinite article only appears with singular nouns. 

Consider the following examples of indefinite 
articles used in context:

 For example:
•	 a Mercedes from the car lot
•	 an event in history
 In each case, the noun is not specific. The Mercedes 

could be any Mercedes car available for purchase, 
and the event could be any event in the history of the 
world.

 USING ARTICLES
 For example, if I say, "Let's read the book," I mean 

a specific book. If I say, "Let's read abook," I 
mean any book rather than a specific book.

 Here's another way to explain it: The is used to 
refer to a specific or particular member of a group. 
For example, "I just saw the most popular movie 
of the year." There are many movies, but only one 
particular movie is the most popular. Therefore, we 
use the.

 "A/an" is used to refer to a non-specific or non-
particular member of the group. For example, "I 
would like to go see a movie." Here, we're not 
talking about a specific movie. We're talking 
about any movie. There are many movies, and I 
want to see any movie. I don't have a specific one in 
mind.

 Let's look at each kind of article a little more closely.
 Indefinite Articles: a and an
 "A" and "an" signal that the noun modified is 

indefinite, referring to any member of a group. For 
example:

•	 "My daughter really wants a dog for Christmas." 
This refers to any dog. We don't know which dog 
because we haven't found the dog yet.

•	 "Somebody call a policeman!" This refers 
to any policeman. We don't need a specific 
policeman; we need any policeman who is available.

•	 "When I was at the zoo, I saw an elephant!" Here, 
we're talking about a single, non-specific thing, in 
this case an elephant. There are probably several 
elephants at the zoo, but there's only one we're 
talking about here.

 Remember, using a or an depends on the sound that 
begins the next word. So...

•	 a + singular noun beginning with a 
consonant: a boy; a car; a bike; a zoo; a dog
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•	 an + singular noun beginning with a 
n elephant; an egg; an apple; an idiot; an orphan

•	 a + singular noun beginning with a consonant 
sound: a user (sounds like 'yoo-zer,' i.e. 
begins with a consonant 'y' sound, so 'a' is 
used); a university; a unicycle

•	 an + nouns starting with silent "h": an hour
•	 a + nouns starting with a pronounced "h": a horse 
 In some cases where "h" is pronounced, such as 

"historical," you can use an. However, a is more 
commonly used and preferred.

 A historical event is worth recording.
 Remember that these rules also apply when you use 

acronyms:
 Introductory Composition at Purdue (ICaP) handles 

first-year writing at the University. Therefore, an 
ICaP memo generally discusses issues concerning 
English 106 instructors.

 Another case where this rule applies is when 
acronyms or initialisms start with consonant letters 
but have vowel sounds:

 An MSDS (material safety data sheet) was used to 
record the data. An SPCC plan (Spill Prevention 
Control and Countermeasures plan) will help us 
prepare for the worst.

 If the noun is modified by an adjective, the choice 
between a and an depends on the initial sound of the 
adjective that immediately follows the article:

•	 a broken egg
•	 an unusual problem
•	 a European country (sounds like 'yer-o-pi-an,' i.e. 

begins with consonant 'y' sound)
 Remember, too, that in English, the indefinite 

articles are used to indicate membership in a group:
•	 I am a teacher. (I am a member of a large group 

known as teachers.)
•	 Brian is an Irishman. (Brian is a member of the 

people known as Irish.)
•	 Seiko is a practicing Buddhist. (Seiko is a member 

of the group of people known as Buddhists.)

DEFINITE ARTICLE: THE
 The definite article is used before singular 

and plural nouns when the noun is specific or 
particular. The signals that the noun is definite, 
that it refers to a particular member of a group. For 
example:

 "The dog that bit me ran away." Here, we're talking 
about a specific dog, the dog that bit me.

 "I was happy to see the policeman who saved my cat!" 
Here, we're talking about a particular policeman. 
Even if we don't know the policeman's name, it's 
still a particular policeman because it is the one who 
saved the cat.

 "I saw the elephant at the zoo." Here, we're talking 
about a specific noun. Probably there is only one 
elephant at the zoo.

 COUNT AND NONCOUNT NOUNS
 The can be used with noncount nouns, or the article 

can be omitted entirely.
•	 "I love to sail over the water" (some specific body 

of water) or "I love to sail over water" (any water).
•	 "He spilled the milk all over the floor" (some 

specific milk, perhaps the milk you bought earlier 
that day) or "He spilled milk all over the floor" (any 
milk).

 "A/an" can be used only with count nouns.
•	 "I need a bottle of water."
•	 "I need a new glass of milk."
 Most of the time, you can't say, "She wants a water," 

unless you're implying, say, a bottle of water.

 GEOGRAPHICAL USE OF THE
 There are some specific rules for using the with 

geographical nouns.
 Do not use the before:
•	 names of most countries/territories: Italy, Mexico, 

Bolivia; however, the Netherlands, the Dominican 
Republic, the Philippines, the United States

•	 names of cities, towns, or states: Seoul, Manitoba, 
Miami

•	 names of streets: Washington Blvd., Main St.
•	 names of lakes and bays: Lake Titicaca, Lake 

Erie except with a group of lakes like the Great 
Lakes

•	 names of mountains: Mount Everest, Mount 
Fuji except with ranges of mountains 
like the Andes or the Rockies or unusual names 
like the Matterhorn

•	 names of continents (Asia, Europe)
•	 names of islands (Easter Island, Maui, 

Key West) except with island chains 
like theAleutians, the Hebrides, or the Canary 
Islands
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 Do use the before:
•	 names of rivers, oceans and seas: the Nile, the Pacific
•	 points on the globe: the Equator, the North Pole
•	 geographical areas: the Middle East, the West
•	 deserts, forests, gulfs, and 

peninsulas: the Sahara, the Persian Gulf, the Black 
Forest, the Iberian Peninsula 

 Omission of Articles
 Some common types of nouns that don't take an 

article are:
•	 Names of languages and nationalities: Chinese, 

English, Spanish, Russian (unless you are referring 
to the population of the nation: "The Spanish are 
known for their warm hospitality.")

•	 Names of sports: volleyball, hockey, baseball
•	 Names of academic subjects: mathematics, biology, 

history, computer science.
 Exceptions: Choosing A or An
 There are a few exceptions to the general rule of 

using a before words that start with consonants 
and an before words that begin with vowels. The 
first letter of the word honor, for example, is a 
consonant, but it’s unpronounced. In spite of 
its spelling, the word honor begins with a vowel 
sound. Therefore, we use an. Consider the example 
sentence below for an illustration of this concept.

 My mother is a honest woman.
 My mother is an honest woman.
 Similarly, when the first letter of a word is a vowel 

but is pronounced with a consonant sound, use a, as 
in the sample sentence below:

 She is an United States senator.
 She is a United States senator.
 This holds true with acronyms and initialisms, too: 

an LCD display, a UK-based company, an HR 
department, a URL.

 Article Before an Adjective

 Sometimes an article modifies a noun that is also 
modified by an adjective. The usual word order is 
article + adjective + noun. If the article is indefinite, 
choose a or an based on the word that immediately 
follows it. Consider the following examples for 
reference:

 Eliza will bring a small gift to Sophie’s party.
 I heard an interesting story yesterday.
 Indefinite Articles with Uncountable Nouns
 Uncountable nouns are nouns that are either 

difficult or impossible to count. Uncountable nouns 
include intangible things (e.g., information, air), 
liquids (e.g., milk, wine), and things that are too 
large or numerous to count (e.g., equipment, sand, 
wood). Because these things can’t be counted, you 
should never use a or an with them—remember, 
the indefinite article is only for singular nouns. 
Uncountable nouns can be modified by words like 
some, however. Consider the examples below for 
reference:

 Please give me a water.
 Water is an uncountable noun and should not be 

used with the indefinite article.
 Please give me some water.
 However, if you describe the water in terms of 

countable units (like bottles), you can use the 
indefinite article.

 Please give me a bottle of water.
 Please give me an ice.
 Please give me an ice cube.
 Please give me so.
 Note that depending on the context, some nouns 

can be countable or uncountable (e.g., hair, noise, 
time):

 We need a light in this room.
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 We need some light in this room.
 Using Articles with Pronouns
 Possessive pronouns can help identify whether you’re 

talking about specific or nonspecific items. As we’ve 
seen, articles also indicate specificity. But if you 
use both a possessive pronoun and an article at the 
same time, readers will become confused. Possessive 
pronouns are words like his, my, our, its, her, and 
their. Articles should not be used with pronouns. 
Consider the examples below.

 Why are you reading the my book?
 The and my should not be used together since they 

are both meant to modify the same noun. Instead, you 
should use one or the other, depending on the intended 
meaning:

 Why are you reading the book?
 Why are you reading my book?
 Omission of Articles
 Occasionally, articles are omitted altogether before 

certain nouns. In these cases, the article is implied but 
not actually present. This implied article is sometimes 
called a “zero article.” Often, the article is omitted 
before nouns that refer to abstract ideas. Look at the 
following examples:

 Let’s go out for a dinner tonight.
 Let’s go out for dinner tonight.
 The creativity is a valuable quality in children.
 Creativity is a valuable quality in children.
 Many languages and nationalities are not preceded by 

an article. Consider the example below:
 I studied the French in high school for four years.
 I studied French in high school for four years.
 Sports and academic subjects do not require articles. 

See the sentences below for reference:
 I like to play the baseball.
 I like to play baseball .
 My sister was always good at the math.
 My sister was always good at math.

 PROPER ARTICLE
 A proper article indicates that its noun is proper, and 

refers to a unique entity. It may be the name of a 
person, the name of a place, the name of a planet, etc. 
The Maori language has the proper article a, which is 
used for personal nouns; so, "a Pita" means "Peter". 
In Maori, when the personal nouns have the definite 
or indefinite article as an important part of it, both 

articles are present; for example, the phrase "a Te 
Rauparaha", which contains both the proper article a 
and the definite article Te refers to the person name Te 
Rauparaha.

 The definite article is sometimes also used with proper 
names, which are already specified by definition (there 
is just one of them). For example: the Amazon, the 
Hebrides. In these cases, the definite article may be 
considered superfluous. Its presence can be accounted 
for by the assumption that they are shorthand for a 
longer phrase in which the name is a specifier, i.e. 
the Amazon River, the Hebridean Islands. Where the 
nouns in such longer phrases cannot be omitted, the 
definite article is universally kept: the United States, 
the People's Republic of China. This distinction can 
sometimes become a political matter: the former 
usage the Ukraine stressed the word's Russian 
meaning of "borderlands"; as Ukraine became a fully 
independent state following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, it requested that formal mentions of its name 
omit the article. Similar shifts in usage have occurred 
in the names of Sudan and both Congo (Brazzaville) 
and Congo (Kinshasa); a move in the other direction 
occurred with The Gambia. In certain languages, such 
as French and Italian, definite articles are used with all 
or most names of countries: la France/le Canada.

 If a name [has] a definite article, e.g. the Kremlin, it 
cannot idiomatically be used without it: we cannot say 
Boris Yeltsin is in Kremlin.

 Some languages also use definite articles with 

personal names. For example, such use is standard 
in Portuguese (a Maria, literally: "the Maria"), in 
Greek (η Μαρία, ο Γιώργος, ο Δούναβης, 
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η Παρασκευή) and in Catalan (la Núria, el/
en Oriol). It also occurs colloquially in Spanish, 
German, French, Italian and other languages. In 
Hungary it is considered to be a Germanism.

 Rarely, this usage can appear in English. A 
prominent example is how President of The United 
States and businessman Donald Trump is known 
as "The Donald", this wording being used by 
many publications such as Newsweek and New 
York Post. (This is derived from his ex-wife Ivana 
Trump's use of the article with his name, a second-
language error influenced by the lack of articles in 
her native Czech.) Another is US President Ronald 
Reagan's nickname of "The Gipper"; publisher 
Townhall.com issued an article after Reagan's death 
titled simply "Goodbye to 'the Gipper'".

PARTITIVE ARTICLE

 A partitive article is a type of article, sometimes 
viewed as a type of indefinite article, used with 
a mass noun such as water, to indicate a non-
specific quantity of it. Partitive articles are a class 
of determiner; they are used in French and Italian 
in addition to definite and indefinite articles. (In 
Finnish and Estonian, the partitive is indicated 
by inflection.) The nearest equivalent in English 
is some, although the latter is classified as a 
determiner but not in all authorities' classifications 
as an indefinite article, and English uses it less than 
French uses de.

 French: Veux-tu du café?
 Do you want (some) coffee?
 For more information, see the article on the French 

partitive article.
 Haida has a partitive article (suffixed -gyaa) 

referring to "part of something or... to one or more 
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objects of a given group or category," e.g., tluugyaa 
uu hal tlaahlaang "he is making a boat (a member of 
the category of boats)."

NEGATIVE ARTICLE
 A negative article specifies none of its noun, 

and can thus be regarded as neither definite nor 
indefinite. On the other hand, some consider such 
a word to be a simple determiner rather than an 
article. In English, this function is fulfilled by no, 
which can appear before a singular or plural noun:

 No man has been on this island.
 No dogs are allowed here.
 No one is in the room.
 Zero article in English
 The zero article is the absence of an article. In 

languages having a definite article, the lack of 
an article specifically indicates that the noun is 
indefinite. Linguists interested in X-bar theory 
causally link zero articles to nouns lacking a 
determiner.[16] In English, the zero article rather 
than the indefinite is used with plurals and mass 
nouns, although the word "some" can be used as an 
indefinite plural article.

 e.g. Visitors end up walking in mud.
 PRACTICE EXERCISE:
 The withdrawal of __(1)_(a/an/the) U.S. from the 

Human Rights Council (HRC) of __(2)___ (a/an/
the) United Nations in June this year sent shock 
waves through __(3)___ (a/an/the) international 
community, foreign-policy think-tanks and human 
rights non-governmental organisations. However, 
some feel this was __(4)___ (a/an/the) right 
decision and are now advocating withdrawal by 
other countries; this includes those in India.

 The antecedents and functioning of ___(5)__ (a/
an/the) much vilified HRC are worth examining. 
The main criticism against it is that it is made 
up of states not known for their human rights 
records; that many are in fact egregious violators 
of human rights. Current members include Saudi 
Arabia, the Philippines, Pakistan, and the United 
Kingdom — __(6)__ (a/an/the) few of the 47 states 
elected by __(7)___ (a/an/the) General Assembly, 
based on geographic quotas. So why is the HRC 
still important despite this crisis? There is much 
disinformation and confusion as to __(8)___ (a/

an/the) origins of __(9)___ (a/an/the) HRC and its 
role, so setting the record straight is important.

 The HRC was established in 2006, as part of ___
(10)__(a/an/the) UN’s reform process, replacing 
__(11)_(a/an/the) United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights. Council members are elected by _
(!2)__(a/an/the) General Assembly with three-year 
terms, with a maximum of two consecutive terms. It 
was to serve as __(13)_(a/an/the) forum for all states 
to examine and ‘peer review’ __(14)___(a/an/the) 
record on human rights. The ‘Universal Periodic 
Review’ process, where all states are scrutinised, 
is currently in its third cycle (2017-2021). No state 
is exempt from this process, including Security 
Council members. Politics is unavoidable, with 
states using the opportunity to highlight the records 
of other states. However, __(15)_(a/an/the) overly 
simplistic reading of ___(16)___ (a/an/the) HRC 
paints this as purely partisan theatre, which is not 
___(17)___ (a/an/the) entire picture.

 Complete the passage with the most appropriate 
articles i.e.; (a/an/the)

 What gets lost in all ___(18)___ (a/an/the) rhetoric 
regarding the HRC is ___(19)___ (a/an/the)the 
actual track record — the overt manner in which 
___(20)___ (a/an/the) human rights agenda and 
___(21)___ (a/an/the) evolution of human rights 
norms are facilitated — and also less tangible 
gains from having such __(22)____ (a/an/the) 
body composed of states and actually engaging 
with them. Resolutions adopted have highlighted 
egregious violations despite efforts to ___(23)___ 
(a/an/the) contrary by some members of the HRC. 
The situation in Syria, Yemen, Myanmar, and North 
Korea are but a few. Subject areas that have been 
___(24)___ (a/an/the) source of much controversy 
have been addressed at ___(25)___ (a/an/the) HRC, 
including LGBTIQ rights and discrimination on the 
basis of religion.

 _____(26)___ (a/an/the) HRC is also __(27)____ 
(a/an/the) forum to monitor international 
obligations of __(28)____ (a/an/the) state based 
on international law that states themselves have 
undertaken. Engagement on their track record, in 
defence of rights is critical. This forum for advocacy 
and scrutiny, with its pitfalls, is ___(29)___ (a/an/
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the) important component of ___(30)___ (a/an/the) 
UN rights system.

 Another aspect overseen by __(31)____ (a/an/
the) HRC is__(32)____ (a/an/the) appointment of 
special rapporteurs — independent mandate holders 
— on issues including internal displacement, 
torture, racial discrimination, as well as country 
specific mandates. In addition, there are distinct 
international commissions of inquiry and fact-
finding missions into particular violations. It is 
also worth pointing out that the role of the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) is often confused with 
____(33)__ (a/an/the) HRC. It is __(34)____ (a/
an/the) separate institution which presents reports 
independent of ___(35)___ (a/an/the) HRC, the 
recent report on Kashmir being _____(36)_ (a/an/
the) example. The conflation of the HRC and the 
OHCHR is incorrect and confuses their separate 
mandate and functions. Hence, there are multiple 
strands in the monitoring functions of human rights 
by UN institutions, one of which is ___(37)___ (a/
an/the) HRC. In the promotion of human rights, all 
these play ____(38)__ (a/an/the) critical role.

 Coming back to __(39)____ (a/an/the) U.S., the 
factor that precipitated its withdrawal is _____(40)_ 
(a/an/the) alleged targeting of Israel by __(41)____ 
(a/an/the) HRC. However, ___(42)___ (a/an/the) 
background to this is also one of impatience and 
____(43)__ (a/an/the) failure to stay the course 
on an__(44)____ (a/an/the) important multilateral 
process — that of HRC reform. Discussions 

and reform proposals are already in the works, 
with engagement by states and human rights 
organisations indicating a consensus building 
approach. However, while ostensibly committing 
to reform, the impatience of __(45)____ (a/an/
the) current U.S. administration and its disdain 
for multilateralism has resulted in ___(46)___ 
(a/an/the) impetuous decision to withdraw. By 
ceding a role at __(47)____ (a/an/the) HRC, a 
state reduces its ability to influence ___(48)___ (a/
an/the) agenda, and if it is so inclined, a genuine 
engagement in ___(49)___ (a/an/the) monitoring of 
human rights. Invoking sovereignty as ___(50)___ 
(a/an/the) basis to disengage is specious at best and 
malafide at worst.

 Ultimately, we are all __(51)____ (a/an/the) poorer 
for such actions. Not just states but also individuals 
who are in need of ____(52)__ (a/an/the) more 
robust defence of their rights stand to lose much. 
It is worth instead contemplating__(53)____ (a/an/
the) need to reduce rhetoric and, rather, increase 
substantive engagement with issues concerning 
____(54)__ (a/an/the) rights of individuals.

 As the name states,_____(55)_ (a/an/the) author of 
the passages tends to use technical jargons while 
using this tone of writing. This type of tone is 
generally used to discuss ____(56)__ (a/an/the) core 
ideas of particular fields of study. Such passages are 
generally accompanied by ___(57)___ (a/an/the) lot 
of facts and figures.
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1. The
2. The 
3. The
4. The
5. The
6. A
7. The
8. The
9. The
10. The
11. The
12. The
13. A
14. The
15. An
16. The
17. An
18. The
19. The
20. A
21. The
22. A
23. The
24. The
25. The
26. The
27. A

28. A
29. An
30. The
31. The
32. The
33. The
34. A
35. The
36. An
37. The
38. A
39. The
40. The
41. The
42. The
43. A
44. An
45. The
46. The
47. The
48. The
49. The
50. The
51. The
52. A
53. The
54. The
55. The

ANSWERS
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56. The
57. A

Most important vocabularies: 
1. Backed(v)-sponsor, fund
2. Drastically(Adv.)- greatly, highly
3. dispensations(N)- exemption, immunity
4. Naysayers(N)- a person who habitually expresses 

negative or pessimistic views.
5. Fraught(Adj.)- filled with, swarming with
6. Disseminate(V)-spread, circulate
7. Privilege(N)- advantage, right
8. Curtailment(N)- reduction, cut, cutback
9. Tenure(N)- incumbency, occupancy
10. Dissolve(V)- disestablish, dismiss
11. Palatable(Adj.)- pleasant, satisfactory
12. Tackle(V)-address, approach
13. Stagger(V)-lurch, sway
14. Rhetoric(N)- bragging, hyperbole
15. Forego(V)- waive, surrender
16. Shock wave(N)- a widespread feeling of shock 

caused by an unexpected event.
17. Think-tanks(N)- a body of experts providing 

advice and ideas on specific political or economic 
problems.

18. Antecedent(N)- precursor, forerunner
19. Vilify(V)- disparage, denigrate

20. Egregious(Adj.)- outstandingly bad, deplorable
21. Peer review(N)- evaluation of scientific, academic, 

or professional work by others working in the 
same field.

22. Scrutinise(V)- inspect, survey
23. Partisan(N)- biased, prejudiced
24. Facilitate(V)- simplify, smooth
25. Tangible(Adj.)-palpable, tactile
26. Pitfall(N)- hazard, danger
27. Distinct(Adj.)- Clear, definite
28. Incur(V)- suffer, sustain
29. Precipitate(V)- provoke, accelerate
30. Alleged(Adj.)- supposed, so-called
31. Ostensibly(Adv.)- apparently, seemingly
32. Disdain(V)- scorn, deride
33. Impetuous(Adj.)- impulsive, hasty
34. Incline(V)- disposed, minded
35. Invoke(V)- supplicate, entreat
36. Sovereignty(N)- supreme power, supremacy
37. Specious(Adj.)- misleading, deceptive

IDIOMS
38. Let someone off the hook- To not hold someone 

responsible for something
39. That's the last straw- My patience has run out 
40. The best of both worlds- An ideal situation



[12]

STUDY NOTES FOR SBI CLERK AND OTHER EXAM 

Write us : content @mahendras.org www.mahendraguru.com myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendras.org


