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NEWS HEADLINES 

1) Six Indian Americans- Neil Davey, Ayan 

Mandal, Pranay Nadella, Vaithish 

Velazhahan, Kaamya Varagur and Monica 

Kullar have been chosen for the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation's prestigious 

Gates Cambridge scholarship. 

2) Famous singer Asha Bhosle has been 

conferred with the 5th Yash Chopra 

Memorial Award.  

3) SpiceJet Chairman and Managing Director, 

Ajay Singh has been named as the ‘Indian 

Entrepreneur of the Year 2017 for Business 

Transformation’ by Ernst & Young (EY).  

4) The Botanical Survey of India (BSI) and 

Natural History Museum (NHM) in the UK 

signed a MoU for cooperation in genetic and 

taxonomic studies and conservation in the 

country. 

5) Indian captain Virat Kohli has become the 

first ever batsman to score 500 runs in a 

bilateral One Day International series. 

6) Sachin Tendulkar has been made the brand 

ambassador of the upcoming T20 Mumbai 

League. 

7) The State Bank of India will launch its 

Global NRI Centre (GNC) in Kochi. 

8) Former India captain Mahendra Singh 

Dhoni became the world's third 

wicketkeeper to take 600 catches in 

international cricket. 

9) India and Iran signed nine agreements, 

including double taxation avoidance, easing 

the visa process and confirming extradition 

treaty. 

10) Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 

inaugurated the 4th Container Terminal 

(FCT) of Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust in 

Mumbai. 

11) International Finance Corporation (IFC) has 

signed agreement with PNB Housing 

Finance.  

12) National Banana Festival 2018 has started in 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 

13) Roger Federer has won the ABN AMRO 

World Tournament.  

14) Fairfax India Holdings will buy a 51% stake 

in Catholic Syrian Bank for around Rs 1,200 

crore.  

15) SC/ST Commission chief, Ram Shankar 

Katheria inaugurated the 27th Taj Mahotsav 

in Agra.  

16) South Africa's Kevin Anderson won the 

fourth title of his career by defeating Sam 

Query in the final of the ATP Tour New 

York Open tennis tournament.  

17) Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) and its global 

partners will set up the country’s first 

integrated industrial area in Maharashtra 

with an investment of Rs 60, 000 crore.  
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 18) Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 

the World Congress on Information 

Technology (WCIT). 

19) The Indian Institute of Engineering Science 

and Technology will confer an honorary D 

Litt on former president Pranab Mukherjee 

at its convocation on March 4.  

20) R B Pandit took over as the Commandant of 

Indian Naval Academy (INA). 

21) Crime drama "Three Billboards outside 

Ebbing, Missouri" captured five British 

Bafta film awards including best film award. 

22) India's Manavaditya Singh Rathore clinched 

junior men's trap silver in the Qatar Open 

Shotgun meet in Lusail, Qatar. 

23) Virgin Group has signed an agreement with 

Maharashtra government to build a 

Hyperloop transportation system between 

Mumbai and Pune. 

24) Jordan Thompson has won the Men's 

Singles title of Chennai Open ATP 

Challenger Tennis Championships.  

25) Noted French jazz violinist Didier 

Lockwood has passed away. He was 62.  

26) India successfully test-fired its medium 

range nuclear capable Agni-II missile from 

Abdul Kalam Island off Odisha coast. It has 

a strike range of 2,000 km.  

27) Maharashtra Government has awarded 

Ratan Tata, Former Chairman of Tata 

Group, with the Mahaudyog Samman for his 

contribution to the development of the state. 

28) Canada's Minister of Science Kirsty Duncan 

laid the foundation stone for the "world's 

first high power conductor testing 

laboratory" in Gujarat. It will be built at the 

Gujarat Forensic Sciences University 

(GFSU). 

29) Six people including two Indian-American 

researchers, Arun J Sanyal and Parthik 

Naidu have been selected for Virginia's 

2018 Outstanding STEM award for their 

contribution and deep commitment towards 

the betterment of human health globally.  

30) Famous Telugu comedian Gundu 

Hanumantha Rao has passed away. He was 

61. 

31) Centre has constituted a committee to study 

the Brahmaputra and flood control measures 

in Assam and neighboring states. It will be 

headed by Niti Aayog's Vice Chairman 

Rajiv Kumar. 

32) Gandhi Nagar Railway Station of Jaipur 

became the country’s first all-women railway 

station in the main line category of the Indian 

railways. 
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 33) The Union Cabinet approved a MoU 

between India and Morocco for cooperation 

in the rail sector. The Cooperation 

Agreement will enable technical 

cooperation in training and staff 

development, Expert missions, exchange of 

experience and personnel and mutual 

technical assistance, including exchanging 

of experts. 

34) Union Minister of State (IC) for Power and 

New & Renewable Energy, R.K. Singh has 

inaugurated the ‘International R&D 

Conclave’ on Emerging Opportunities and 

Challenges of R&D in Indian Power Sector.  

35) International Mother Language Day will be 

observed 21 February. 

36) 12th India-Saudi Arabia Joint Commission 

Meeting (JCM) was held in Riyadh.  

37) Rajiv Joshi, an Indian-American scientist 

from IBM, has been selected for the 

prestigious Institute of Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Daniel E 

Noble award for his work in memory chips 

and integrated circuits. 

38) The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs has given its approval to the 

construction of a 4.531 Km long 2-Lane Bi-

Directional Silkyara Bend - Barkot Tunnel 

in Uttarakhand. 

39) The Union Cabinet gave its ex-post facto 

approval to an Agreement on Film Co-

production between India and Israel.  

40) Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 

the two-day 'UP Investors Summit' in 

Lucknow. 

41) Union Drinking Water and Sanitation 

minister Uma Bharati launched the 

'Gangotri Swachh Iconic Place project' and 

'Swajal' - a community owned drinking 

water programme -in Uttarakhand's 

Uttarkashi district. 

42) The University Grants Commission has 

constituted a four-member Empowered 

Expert Committee (EEC) to conduct the 

appraisal of applications for shortlisting 20 

Institutions of Eminence (IoE). N 

Gopalaswami, former chief election 

commissioner of India is the chairperson of 

the committee. 

43) Uttar Pradesh's Khadi and Village Industries 

Board signed a pact with Amazon India to 

facilitate online selling of Khadi products. 

44) Indian and Indonesian armies began the 

sixth edition of ‘Garuda Shakti’ military 

drill in Bandung, the capital of West Java 

province of Indonesia.  

45) Technology giant Google has launched a 

new payments app called Google Pay.  

46) Renowned cardiologist and Padma 

Vibhushan awardee Dr BK Goyal passed 

away. He was 82. 

47) Telangana government has partnered with 

Nasscom to set up a Center of Excellence for 

Data Science and Artificial Intelligence.  
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 48) RBI has constituted an Expert panel which 

will investigate the reasons for the growing 

fraud in banks and also suggest ways to 

prevent it. 

49) India will host the global World 

Environment Day celebrations on 5 June 

2018. The theme for this year is 'Beat Plastic 

Pollution'.  

50) India successfully conducted a night trial of 

its indigenously developed nuclear capable 

Prithvi-II missile with a strike range of 350 

km, from a test range in Odisha.  

51) According to the latest report by non-

government organisations Transparency 

International, India has been placed 81st in 

the Global Corruption Perception Index 

2017. New Zealand has topped this list of 

180 countries.  

52) Flying officer Avani Chaturvedi has become 

the first Indian woman to fly a fighter 

aircraft.  

53) Employees Provident Fund Organisation 

(EPFO) has reduced the interest rate to 

8.55% for 2017-18.  

54) Oxigen Services has signed an agreement 

with Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL) to 

expand and deploy new micro-ATMs at 

IOCL's fuel station network.  

55) Second meeting of the Canada-India 

Business Forum was held in New Delhi.  

56) Actor Kamal Haasan has launched his 

political party 'Makkal Needhi Miam'.  

57) India's indigenous light transport aircraft 

Saras was successfully test flown for a 

second time. The first successful test was 

carried out on January 24 this year.  

58) The Telangana Government has signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

with Taoyuan City of Taiwan for better 

technology partnership in the state. 

59) Aditya Birla Idea Payments Bank began its 

operations. It became the fourth Payment 

Bank to start its operations after Bharti 

Airtel, Paytm and FINO Payments Bank.  

60) India successfully test-fired the nuclear-

capable 'Dhanush' ballistic missile from a 

naval ship off Odisha coast. It has a strike 

range of 350 kms.  

61) Former Madhya Pradesh minister and senior 

Congress leader Suresh Seth passed away. He was 

86. He was popularly known as `Sher-e-Indore'. 

 

62) The Government of India and The Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) signed a $84 

million loan for improvement and expansion 

of water supply in Bhagalpur and Gaya 

towns in Bihar.  

63) Swachh Bharat brand ambassador Kunwar 

Bai has passed away. She was 106.  
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 64) India and Germany has signed an agreement 

for technical cooperation in Sustainable 

Urban Development Programme and Smart 

Cities in India.  

65) Indian scientists have developed a super 

critical carbon di oxide Brayton test loop 

facility that would help generate clean 

energy from future power plants including 

solar thermal. 

66) The facility was inaugurated by Science & 

Technology Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan at 

the IISc campus in Bengaluru.  

67) Global Digital Health Partnership 

Symposium was held at Sydney, Australia.  

68) Union Minister of Railways & Coal Piyush 

Goyal has launched the Digital Receipt 

Note, Receipted Challan & Digital Bill 

Submission to improve transparency.  

69) The Government of India has signed a MoU 

with Canada’s International Development 

Research Centre (IDRC) to usher the 

“programme based research support” in 

addressing current and future global and 

local developmental challenges.  

70) A cultural festival ‘Ras Banaras – 

Swachhagrah – Bapu ko Kaaryaanjali’, 

organized by the Ministry of Culture, 

concluded successfully in Varanasi. 

71) The 44th edition of Khajuraho Dance 

Festival was held at Khajuraho temple in 

Madhya Pradesh. It was inaugurated by 

Madhya Pradesh Governor Anandiben 

Patel.
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IMPORTANT NEWS ANALYSIS 

Virgin Hyperloop One enters into agreement with Maharashtra government. 

 The travel time between Mumbai to Pune will be shortened to just 14-25 minutes. 

 Mumbai is the the financial capital of India. 

 Pune is a leading manufacturing & IT hub in 

India. 

 The cost of travel will be same price as travelling 

in a cab or airplane. 

 Virgin Hyperloop One signed the framework 

agreement with the Maharashtra government to 

build a hyperloop. 

 The hyperloop between Pune and Mumbai will begin with an operational demonstration track. 

 Sir Richard Branson is Virgin Group Founder and chairman of Virgin Hyperloop One. 

 The Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis were also 

present at Magnetic Maharashtra event. 

 Other key investors of Hyperloop One are Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, CEO and Group Chairman of 

DP World, and Ziyavudin Magomedov, Chairman of Summa Group. 

 India will be the first market for Hyperloop One. 

Bafta Award 2018 

The 71st British Academy Film Awards, 

more commonly known as the BAFTAs, 

were held on 18 February 2018 at the 

Royal Albert Hall in London, to honour 

the best national and foreign films of 

2017. Presented by the British Academy 

of Film and Television Arts(BAFTA), 

accolades are handed out for the best 

feature-length film and documentaries of 

any nationality screened at British 

cinemas in 2017. 
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 List of winners: 

Outstanding British film Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri 

EE Rising Star award (voted for by the 

public) 
Daniel Kaluuya 

Best original music The Shape of Water 

Best make up & hair Darkest Hour 

Best costume design Phantom Thread 

Best animated film Coco 

Best editing Baby Driver 

Best documentary I Am Not Your Negro 

Outstanding British contribution to cinema National Film and Television School 

Best British short animation Poles Apart 

Best British short film Cowboy Dave 

Best film not in the English language The Handmaiden 

Best adapted screenplay Call Me by Your Name 

Best supporting actor 
Sam Rockwell, Three Billboards Outside 

Ebbing, Missouri 

Best production design The Shape of Water 

Best special visual effects Blade Runner 2049 

Outstanding debut by a British writer, 

director or producer 

I Am Not a Witch – Rungano Nyoni 

(writer/director), Emily Morgan (producer) 

Best supporting actress Allison Janney, I, Tonya 

Best sound Dunkirk 

Best original screenplay Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri 

Best cinematography Blade Runner 2049 

Best actor Gary Oldman, Darkest Hour 

Best actress 
Frances McDormand, Three Billboards Outside 

Ebbing, Missouri 
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 Best director Guillermo Del Toro, The Shape of Water 

Best film Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri 

Bafta fellowship Ridley Scott 

Mahindra to invest 176 Crore in Zoomcar 

 Mahindra and Mahindra will invest Rs 176 Crore in Zoomcar India 

Private Limited and in Zoomcar Inc.  

 The investment will convert to stocks of 16 percent stake in 

Zoomcar Inc.  

 The deal would be second stage of partnership between car Rental 

Company and Mahindra and Mahindra.  

 Last year, Mahindra and Zoomcar announced partnership to 

introduce electric vehicles in shared mobility service.  

 Zoomcar recently launched Mahindra e-20 plus electric vehicles across Mysore, Bengaluru and Hyderabad. 

Veteran Telugu actor-comedian Gundu Hanumantha Rao passes away. 

 Well-known Telugu comedian Gundu 

Hanumantha Rao died in Hyderabad. He was 61. 

 The actor was suffering from kidney 

ailments and passed away at his home at around 

3am. 

 Rao was born in Vijayawada on October 

10, 1956.  

 He started out with theatre, making his 

debut at a young age with a play called Ravana 

Brahma in Vijayawada. 

 He got his first major break with Aha Naa 

Pellanta, a film released in 1987.  

 In the Jandhyala-directed film, Rao played the groom’s father who was hard of hearing. 

 The actor went on to work in nearly 400 films including Pellaniki Premalekha Priyuraliki Subhalekha, 

Rajendradu Gajendradu, Mayaloodu, Nenu Seetamahalakshmi, Kedi No 1, Apparao Driving School, 

Kalyanam and Original. 

 However, it was the TV series Amrutam that earned him an iconic stature and three Nandi awards. 
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 Maharashtra signs Rs 35,000 crore deal with Amol Yadav. 

 The Maharashtra government allowed India's first 

individual aircraft maker Captain Amol Yadav to 

set up an indigenous factory for manufacturing 20-

seater aircraft in Palghar in a Rs 35,000 crore 

project. 

 Yadav in February 2016, constructed a small 

airplane on his terrace and displayed it at the 'Make 

In India' mega-event in Mumbai. 

 The government signed a MoU with Yadav's Thrust Aircraft Pvt Ltd, India, to set up the plant to build small 

aircraft and develop Palghar as a new aviation hub. 

 The government had announced that the company of the 41-year-old Deputy Chief Pilot with Jet Airways, 

would be allotted around 155 acres of land in Palghar, around 100 km from Mumbai, to implement the 

project as part of the 'Make In India' . 

 Named as 'VT-NMD' for 'Narendra Modi Devendra', Yadav's six-seater aircraft can soar upto 13,000 feet, 

climbing at 1,500-feet per minute, achieve top speeds of 185 knots with a range of 2,000 km, or a flying 

distance of Mumbai-New Delhi. 

Nepal celebrated its 68th National Democracy Day. 

 The 68th National Democracy Day was observed on 

February 19, 2018 with great fervour with various 

programmes in Nepal. 

 The National Democracy Day Celebration Main 

Organising Committee organised a special function at the 

Army Pavilion, Tundikhel. 

 It is a reminder of the advent of democracy and the 

abolition of autocratic Rana rule that had lasted for 104 

years. 

 The president, vice president, prime minister, chief justice, 

ministers, and chiefs of constitutional bodies and security agencies, among others, attended the function. 

 President of Nepal Bidhya Devi Bhandari and Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli congratulated all the Nepali 

people and expressed their best wishes on the occasion. 

 Democracy is the best governance system in the world, as it makes people sovereign. 
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  The Nepali people now enjoy the federal democratic republic system as a result of the successful movements 

of 1951, 1990 and 2006, which aimed to restore and institutionalize democracy. 

 The government of Nepal had announced a holiday on this day. 

"Every Child Alive": Unicef 

 According to Global Report on Neonatal Mortality 

"Every Child Alive" by Unicef. 

- Six lakh newborns die in India within 28 days of their birth 

every year.  

- It was one of the highest in the world. 

- Most of these deaths being preventable and medically 

treatable. 

- 80 per cent of these deaths happen for no serious reason. 

 India has remarkably reduced the mortality rate of children less than five years of age. Out of 184 countries, 

India ranked 31st with 25.4 neonatal mortality rate (per 1,000 live births). Last year, India was the 28th 

worst country among 184 nations in terms of neonatal mortality. 

According to the Report: 

o - The first 28 days of life are the most vulnerable time for a child's survival.  

o - Children face the highest risk of dying in their first month of life, at a global rate of 19 deaths per 1,000 

live births. 

o - Globally, 2.6 million children died in the first month of life in 2016 most of which occurred in the first 

week, with about one million dying on the first day and close to one million dying within the next six 

days, as per the Unicef. 

o Affordable and quality healthcare should be there for every mother and newborn. It includes clean water 

and electricity at health facilities, presence of a skilled health attendant during birth, disinfecting the 

umbilical cord, breastfeeding within the first hour after birth and skin-to-skin contact between the 

mother and child. 

o India registered a reduction of 66 per cent in under-five deaths during 1990 to 2015, nearly meeting its 

Millennium Development Goal (MDG) target.  

Reliance To Launch 4th Industrial Revolution In Maharashtra. 

 Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani has announce a plans to launch the 'Fourth Industrial 

Revolution' in the state of Maharashtra with an investment of Rs. 60,000 crore and collaboration of over 20 

global conglomerates. 
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  The initiative will take forward the 

flagship Jio Movement with the 

ambitious new plan for a New India and 

New Maharashtra by setting up the 

countries first-ever 'Integrated Industrial 

Development Area' in the state over the 

next 10 years. 

 Some of the global companies who have 

already agreed to co-invest with Reliance 

include: CISCO, Siemens, Corning, HP, 

Dell, Nokia and Nvidia. 

 There is a global race to harness Artificial Intelligence, Robotics, Blockchain, Internet of Things, Next-

Generation Virtual and Augmented Reality, Life Sciences, New Materials and New Sources of Energy and 

other futuristic technologies. 

 India cannot afford to lag behind in this race and indeed has an opportunity to be a global leader. 

 The Fourth Industrial Revolution will help Maharashtra and India solve the most difficult problems in socio-

economic development in health-care and education, water security and environmental security, boosting 

agriculture production, in making all our towns, cities and villages SMART, and generate millions of new 

employment opportunities for youth of the state and in India. 

 Before Jio's launch, India was 155th in the world in mobile broadband consumption. Today India is No. 1. 

Over 170 million Indians enjoy the highest quality date services at the lowest prices in the world. 

Pakistan makes China's Mandarin an official language 

 The Pakistani Senate has a motion to declare Mandarin as one of the official languages of the country. 

 The move aimed at helping people connected with CPEC to communicate easily. According to the motion, 

the step was necessary in view of the country’s ties with China. 

 In a short span of 70 years, Pakistan has promoted English, Urdu, Arabic, and now Chinese while ignoring 

native languages. 

 Punjabi, which is widely spoken in Punjab province of Pakistan, Pashto and many other native languages 

have not been declared official languages of the country. 

 Pakistan contracted a foreign commercial loan of USD 500 million from the Industrial and Commercial 

Bank of China (ICBC). 

 The ICBC had also given USD 500 million in last year. 
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 Gujarat Budget: 2018 

 Deputy Chief Minister Nitin Patel announced a budget of Rs1.83 

lakh crore for Financial Year 2018-19.  

 The budget size has gone up from Rs1.72 lakh crore in 2017-18 to 

Rs1.83 lakh crore in 2018-19. 

 The education department has got the highest provision of Rs 

27,500 crore.  

 Science centers would be set up in five schools in each taluka, that 

is, in 1,250 schools, to nurture curiosity among school children.  

 The budget provides Rs150 crore for providing tablets at a token rate of Rs 1,000 to college students. 

 The budget had allocation of Rs 9,750 crore for health and family welfare department. 

 Rs 6,755 crore is allocated for agriculture and farmer welfare. 

 Rs 3,080 crore is allocated for nutrition and general well-being of women and children. 

 Rs 9,250 crore is allocated for roads and buildings. 

 Rs 15,000 crore is allocated for Narmada, water resources water supply and Kalpasar. Of this, Rs 1,765 

crore is for second phase of SAUNI scheme, Rs 1,074 crore for various lift irrigation schemes, and Rs 750 

crore for drip irrigation.  

 Rs 4,018 crore have been allocated for construction of Narmada canals, and Rs 1,295 crore for underground 

pipelines. Statue of Unity, the dream project of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has been allocated Rs 899 

crore. 

 The budget provides Rs 592 crore for Ahmedabad Metro project.  

 Rs 100 crore for bio-mining projects at Pirana dumping site, Rs 25 crore for Gandhigram Railway underpass, 

and Rs 20 crore for renovation of Sanskar Kendra museum. 

 The Mukhyamantri Apprenticeship Scheme will be started which provides additional financial incentive for 

one year to apprentices in factories, hotels, banks, financial services, etc. 

4G speed in India is slowest in world. 

 India may be going digital, but high-speed internet on mobile phones still remains a challenge, even on 4G.  

 Despite telecom companies announcing massive rollout of 4G services, the average network speed in India 

remains the slowest across countries+ having substantial telecom networks, lagging even Pakistan, Algeria, 

Kazakhstan and Tunisia. 
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  According to a list prepared by mobile analytics company 

OpenSignal, 4G download speed in India is the slowest 

across 88 countries spanning six continents. This is despite 

the fact that 4G has been expanding at a rapid pace across 

the country, and networks are being upgraded from slower 

2G services. 

 On an average, the 4G speed in India has been measured 

at 6 mbps (actual experience could be much lower), 

whereas subscribers in neighboring Pakistan enjoy internet at a more than double speed of 14 mbps. Algeria 

is ranked second-last at 9 mbps. 

 According to OpenSignal, subscribers in Singapore get the fastest downloads on 4G at 44 mbps, followed 

by the Netherlands at 42 mbps. In Norway, the 4G download speed is 41 mbps, while South Korea gets 40 

mbps. OpenSignal analyzed more than 5,000 crore measurements (collected between October 1 and 

December 29 of 2017) of speed from over 38 lakh smartphone and tablet users across six continents. 

Christian evangelist, Billy Graham passed away. 

 Billy Graham, who long suffered from cancer, 

pneumonia and other ailments, died at his home in 

North Carolina. He was 99. 

 Billy Graham was known as America's Pastor for 

his work with presidents. 

 He was one of the most widely heard Christian 

evangelists in history. 

 Graham counselled presidents and preached to 

millions across the world from his native North 

Carolina to communist North Korea during his 70 

years on the pulpit.  

 Over his lifetime, Graham reached more than 200 million through his pioneering use of prime-time telecasts, 

network radio, daily newspaper columns, evangelistic feature films and globe-girdling satellite TV hookups. 

Graham's message was not complex or unique, yet he preached with a conviction that won over audiences 

worldwide. 

 His message and service to presidents, also including Dwight Eisenhower to George W. Bush, earned him 

the nickname America's Pastor. 
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