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 NEWS HEADLINES 

 

1. Justice Abhilasha Kumari has sworn-in as 

the first women Chief Justice of the High 

Court of Manipur. 

2. Punjab National Bank has signed an 

agreement for information utility with 

National e-Governance Services Limited.  

3. Grand Master Vidit Gujrathi has been 

appointed as the brand ambassador of All 

India Chess Federation for the Blind 

(AICFB). 

4. Justice Antony Dominic, was sworn in as the 

Chief Justice of Kerala High Court.  

5. Famous Odia Litterateur Chandrasekhar 

Rath passed away. He was 89. 

6. Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh 

released a book titled “Mere Sapnon ka 

Bharat”. It is a compilation of interviews of 

former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

by former MP Tarun Vijay. 

7. Indian Cyclists won three medals including 

one silver and two bronze medals at the 

Asian Para-Cycling Championships.  

8. Australia’s champion javelin thrower Jarrod 

Bannister passed away. He was 33. 

9. Saudi Arabia's King Salman bin Abdul-Aziz 

inaugurated the prestigious National 

Heritage Festival in Janadriyah village in the 

presence of External Affairs Minister 

Sushma Swaraj. This year India is guest of 

honor country.  

10. Rakesh Singh has been appointed as the 

private banking head of HDFC Bank.  

11. India and the UAE have agreed to start joint 

development projects for third countries 

including in the war-torn Afghanistan. 

12. Bevan Congdon, who captained New 

Zealand to its first Test win over Australia in 

1974, died. He was 79.  

13. Chetan Anand and V Diju lifted the men's 

doubles title at the All India Senior Ranking 

Badminton Tournament, beating Arjun 

Kumar Reddy and Gouse Shaik in the final. 

14. Petronet LNG Ltd, India's biggest importer 

of gas, and its Japanese partners will invest 

USD 300 million to set up Sri Lanka's first 

liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal near 

Colombo. 

15. Shiva Keshavan, who has been representing 

India for a long time in winter sports, 

announced his retirement from the sport 

after a two-decade international career with 

a 34th-place finish in the men's luge singles 

event of the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics. 

16. Pune-based Indian long-distance swimmer 

Rohan More swam across the Cook Strait 

between North and South Islands of New 

Zealand, becoming the first Asian and the 

youngest to complete it. 

17. Madhya Pradesh's Mahak Jain and 

Chhattisgarh's Siddharth Vishwakarma 

claimed the women's and men's singles 

titles, respectively, in the AITA Ranking 

All-India Open Tennis Tournament 2018.  

18. Railway Sports Promotion Board (RSPB) 

defeated Madhya Pradesh by 4-0 to lift the 

8th Senior National Women's Hockey 

Championship title. 

19. India and Oman signed eight agreements, 

including pacts on cooperation in the field of 

defence, health and tourism. 

20. According to a report by New World 

Wealth, India's financial capital Mumbai is 

the 12th wealthiest city in the world. New 

York has topped this list of 15 cities. 

21. 17-Year-Old Snowboarder Red Gerard won 

the USA's first gold medal at the 

Pyeongchang Winter Olympics. Gerard is 

the second youngest medal winner of the 

Winter Olympics. 

22. National champion and top seed Saurav 

Ghosal defeated number 2 seed Nicolas 

Mueller to win the Vedanta India Open 

Squash tournament title. 

23. India and Palestine have signed six 

Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) in 

different areas including health and 

education.  

24. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been 

conferred the ‘Grand Collar of the State of 

Palestine’. It is the highest Palestinian 

honour for foreign dignitaries. 

25. Asma Jahangir, Pakistan’s renowned human 

rights lawyer and social activist, died. She 

was 66. 
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 26. Prime Minister Narendra Modi officially 

launched a project for the construction of the 

first Hindu temple in Abu Dhabi. 

27. The world's tallest hotel, 'Gevora Hotel', was 

opened in Dubai. 

28. Veteran Odia actress, director and producer 

Parbati Ghosh passed away. She was 85.  

29. Union Minister Nitin Gadkari released 

country's first ever 'Highway Capacity 

Manual' (HCM) which will guide road 

engineers and policy makers about road 

expansion. 

30. According to Deutsche Bank, India's 

economy is expected to grow at 7.5 percent 

in 2018-19. 

31. Indonesia's Finance Minister Sri Mulyani 

Indrawati has won the 'Best Minister in the 

World' award at the World Government 

Summit in Dubai. 

32. Veteran filmmaker Ramesh Sippy will be 

conferred with the first 'Raj Kapoor Award 

for Excellence in Cinema'. 

33. Australian cricket captain Steve Smith won 

the Allan Border Medal for the second time. 

34. India will host the first International Solar 

Alliance (ISA) Summit on 11 March 2018, 

in Delhi. 

35. An Indian-born engineer, Vikas Sathaye has 

been awarded with the Oscar scientific and 

engineering award 2018.Vikas Sathaye is a 

part of a four-member team who has 

received this award. 

36. Software Company Zoho has tied up with 

private lender ICICI Bank to provide 

accounting and banking on an integrated 

platform.  

37. Karnataka’s Kishan Gangolli has won the 

13th edition of the National ‘A’ Chess 

Championship for the blind in Mumbai. 

38. Jnanpith recipient and Kannada litterateur 

Chandrashekhar Kambar has been elected as 

the President of the Sahitya Akademi. 

39. Noted thinker, writer and journalist 

Muzaffar Hussain died. He was 78. 

40. Union Minister of State (IC) for Power and 

New and Renewable Energy, R.K. Singh has 

inaugurated the ‘Indian Power Stations 

2018’, an International Conference on 

Operations and Maintenance in New Delhi. 

41. Wipro and Tata Steel have been selected as 

the world's most ethical companies for 2018 

by the US-based think tank Ethisphere 

Institute.  

42. India-Russia Agriculture Business Summit 

was held in New Delhi. It was organized by 

the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 

Welfare. 

43. Former union minister and Senior TDP 

leader Bolla Bulli Ramaiah died. He was 92.  

44. Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu will 

inaugurate the 8th Global Theatre Olympics 

on 17th February, 2018 in New Delhi.  

45. Max Bupa Health Insurance has launched its 

digitally enabled new Health Insurance plan 

'Go Active'. 

46. The Indian cricket team has strengthened its 

position at the top and Afghanistan rose to 

10th in the latest ICC One-Day rankings. 

47. The third international conference on 

pharmaceuticals industry and medical 

devices, 'India Pharma & India Medical 

Device 2018', will be held at Bengaluru 

from February 15-17, 2018.  

48. According to the 'Military Balance 2018' 

report by the International Institute for 

Strategic Studies (IISS), India overtook the 

UK as the fifth-largest defence spender in 

the world in 2017 at USD 52.5 billion.  

49. CPN-UML chairperson K P Sharma Oli has 

become the Prime Minister of Nepal for the 

second time.  

50. President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the 

international conference ‘Agricon 2018’ and 

‘Agriexpo 2018’ at Chandrashekhar Azad 

University of Agriculture & Technology 

(CSAUT), Kanpur.  

51. Tamil Nadu has won the Senior Women's 

National Football Championship by 

defeating Manipur at Barabati Stadium in 

Cuttack. India's first radio festival was held 

in New Delhi.  

52. Ashok Das, a 1987 batch Indian Foreign 

Service (IFS) officer, has been appointed as 

India’s new Ambassador to Brazil. 

Meghalaya Governor Ganga Prasad has 

inaugurated the India-Bangladesh 

"Friendship Gate" in Dawki, Meghalaya.  
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 53. Equitas Small Finance Bank has introduced 

an interactive digital savings account 

‘selfeSavings’ 

54. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will 

inaugurate the World Sustainable 

Development Summit (WSDS 2018) 2018 

at New Delhi 

55. India has Signed Loan Agreement with New 

Development Bank for USD 100 Million for 

Rajasthan Water Sector Restructuring 

Project for Desert Areas.  

56. China will host 2018 Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) Summit at Qingdao, 

eastern Shandong Province in June 2018. 

57. Cyril Ramaphosa has been elected as the 

new President of South Africa.  

58. Arvind P. Jamkhedkar will be the next 

Chairman of the Indian Council of Historical 

Research (ICHR). 

59. Former Uttar Pradesh minister and senior 

Samajwadi Party leader Khwaja Haleem 

passed away. He was 75. 

60. India’s Aadhaar and Umang App have won 

awards at recently concluded 6th World 

Government Summit 2018 in Dubai. Umang 

App won the Best m-Government Service 

Award and Aadhaar has won the Best 

Government Emerging Technologies 

Award.  

61. World champions Germany has retained its 

top spot in the latest FIFA rankings while 

India is placed at 102th rank.  

62. The long-serving Dutch Prime Minister 

Ruud Lubbers, who led the Netherlands 

from 1982 to 1994, has died. He was 78. 

63. Indian boxers have won the 10 Medals at the 

Asian Games Test event in Jakarta, 

Indonesia. 

64. Haruhiko Kuroda has been reappointed as 

the governor of Bank of Japan. 

65. Odisha State Government will sponsor 

Indian hockey team for Next 5 years. 
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 IMPORTANT NEWS ANALYSIS 

 

India and Oman sign eight agreements. 

 India and Oman has signed eight agreements, 
including pacts on cooperation in the field of 

defence, health and tourism. 

 The agreements include: 

 MoU on legal and judicial cooperation in civil 
and commercial matters.  

 agreement on mutual visa exemption 
for holders of diplomatic, special, 

service and official passports 

 An MoU on cooperation in the field of health, tourism and peaceful uses of outer space. 

 Agreement on cooperation between Foreign Service Institute, Ministry of External Affairs, India 

and Oman's Diplomatic Institute. 

 MoU on academic and scholarly cooperation between National Defence College, Sultanate of Oman 
and the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses.  

 MoU on military cooperation. 
 

World’s tallest hotel. 

 The Gevora hotel, set to be the world’s tallest hotel 

standing at 356 meters high. 

 It is built in Dubai’s main highway Sheikh Zayed 
Road. 

 The hotel shall be open on February 12. 

 Built by the Emirati developer, al-Attar Group. 

 The Gevora has 528 rooms and 75 floors.  

 The developer is hoping to take the tallest hotel title 
from the JW Marriott Marquis which stands at 355 

meters. 

 Other hotels in Dubai include Burj al-Arab, 
standing at 321 meters high, and the Rose Rayhann 

which is 333 meters high. 

 

Human Rights Activist Asma Jahangir passed away. 

 Pakistan's prominent human rights advocate Asma Jahangir 

passed away in Lahore. 

 She died due to cardiac arrest. 

 She was of 66 years of age. 

 She was known to represent the voice of the marginalized 

community. 

 Asma Jahangir was an outspoken critic of Pakistan's 
powerful military establishment. 

 She also helped establish the Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan.  

 She had received France's highest civilian award in 2014  

 She had received Sweden's alternative to the Nobel Prize. 

 



 

 Write us : content@mahendras.org www.mahendras.org www.mahendraguru.com myshop.mahendras.org 

STUDY NOTES FOR ALL COMPETATIVE EXAM 

 New World Wealth Report 

 With a total wealth of $950 billion, the country's financial 
capital Mumbai overtook Toronto, Frankfurt and Paris to 

notch up a 12th position in New World Wealth's list of top 

15 wealthiest cities globally. 

 The city is home to 28 billionaires and features 

among the top 10 cities in terms of billionaire population, 

according to the report. Among the 15 cities listed, San 

Francisco, Beijing, Shanghai, Mumbai and Sydney were 

the fastest growing in terms of wealth growth over the past 

10 years, the report said. 

 Mumbai is also expected to be the fastest growing city in 
terms of wealth growth over the next 10 years, it added. Mumbai, the economic hub of India, is also 

home to the Bombay Stock Exchange which is the 12th largest stock exchange in the world. 

 Major industries in the city include financial services, real estate and media. The list was topped by New 
York, with a total wealth of $3 trillion, which is home to the two largest stock exchanges in the world. 

 London ranked second in the list with $2.7 trillion, followed by Tokyo ($2.5 trillion), and San Francisco 
Bay area ($2.3 trillion). Others in the list include Beijing ($2.2 trillion), Shanghai ($2 trillion), Los 

Angeles ($1.4 trillion), Hong Kong ($1.3 trillion), Sydney ($1 trillion), Singapore ($1 trillion) and 

Chicago ($988 billion). 

 

Chandrababu Naidu is richest CM, Manik Sarkar poorest: Report 

 Chandrababu Naidu, the chief minister of Andhra 

Pradesh, is the richest Cheif Minister in the country. 

 He has a total assets that worth Rs 177 crore. 

 The chief ministers of Arunachal Pradesh Pema Khandu 
is at second place. 

 He has assets that worth Rs 129 crore.  

 The chief ministers of Punjab, Amarinder Singh is at 
third place.  

 He has asset worth Rs 48 crore. 

 An analysis of the self-sworn affidavits filed by chief 
ministers of 29 states and two Union Territories throws 

up interesting facts.  

 Mamata Banerjee,the Cheif Minister of the West Bengal, 

has declared assets worth Rs 30 lakh only, with no 

immovable assets.  

 Devendra Fadnavis, the Cheif Minister of Maharshtra, has the highest number of cases registered against 
him: (22+) . 

 Pinarayi Vijayan, the Cheif Minister of Kerala, has declared 11 criminal cases against himself in the 
affidavit is second. Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal is third with 10 criminal cases registered against his 

name.  

 The analysis, which was conducted by transparency body Association of Democratic Reforms (ADR), 

found that of the 31 CMs, 20 have clean records. 

 While 11, or 35%, have declared criminal cases. Eight (26%) have serious criminal cases. 

 The report says the average asset per CM is just over Rs 16 crore, with 25 of the 31 CMs being crorepatis.  

 The three CMs with the lowest assests are Manik Sarkar of CPI(M) with Rs 26 lakh+ ,  

 Mamta Banerjee with Rs 30 lakh and Mehbooba Mufti of JKPDP with Rs 55 lakh.  
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  The report says that 55% of the CMs have assets worth Rs 1 crore to Rs 10 crore, with 19% having 
assets less than a crore. 

 7% have assets worth Rs 100 crore and above.  

 Education wise, the CMs have a consistent record, with 39% being graduates and another 32% being 
professionals.  

 A significant 16% are post graduates and 10% have passed high school.  

 Chief Minister of Sikkim, P K Chamling is a doctorate. 
 

Maharashtra Government Announces New Electric Vehicle Policy. 

 Government of Maharashtra has unveiled its Electric Vehicle 

Policy (EV Policy) for the year 2018.  

 The policy aims, to attract both buyers and manufacturers, with 
tax cuts and other benefits. 

 The policy is announced before state’s first investment summit 
'Magnetic Maharashtra: Convergence'. 

 Six key points in the policy: 

1. The first one lakh EVs to be registered in the state will be eligible 

for a 15 per cent subsidy from the government. 

2. The first 250 charging stations in the state will get a 25 per cent 

capital subsidy from the government, subject to a cap of Rs 10 lakh 

per station. 

3. EVs will be exempt from road tax and registration fees. 

4. All EV manufacturers will be allowed to set up charging infrastructure at existing petrol pumps, subject 

to safety clearance from a competent authority. 

5. The electricity tariff for charging infrastructure, will be on par with the rates for residential consumers. 

 The first phase of the EV policy will be implemented across six cities, namely Mumbai, Nagpur, Pune, 
Thane, Aurangabad, and Nashik. The policy aims to manufacture five lakh EVs in the state in the next 

five years. 

Bengal becomes first state to opt out of ‘Modicare’. 

 Bengal became the first state to opt out of the 
National Health Protection Scheme unveiled in the 

Union Budget. 

 CM Mamata Banerjee announced that the state 
will not “waste” its hard-earned resources to 

contribute its share to the programme. 

 Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant has pegged the 

expenses for the Centre’s health plan at Rs 5,500-

6,000 crore a year.  

 The Centre has made a provisional allocation of Rs 
2,000 crore and wants states to bear the rest.  

 Mamata said her government has made 
hospitalization and treatment free in Bengal. 

 She pointed out that the Bengal government had already enrolled 50 lakh people under its own Swasthya 

Sathi programme. 

 

Defence ministry clears mega purchase of weapons for armed forces. 

 The defence ministry on gave initial approvals to several acquisition proposals. 

 It includes 7.4 lakh new assault rifles and 16,500 light machine guns. 
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  The collective worth is estimated Rs 15,935 crore. 

 The DAC has approved the "fast track procedure (FTP)" for the 16,500 light machine guns (LMGs). 

 It shall cost of Rs 1,819 crore to ensure the project is completed within a year. 

 The DAC had similarly approved the FTP for 72,400 new-generation assault rifles and 93,895 close-
quarter battle (CQB) carbines for Rs 3,547 crore from the global market.  

 It also provided approval to acquisition of an additional 7.4 lakh 7.62x51mm assault rifles under the 
"Make in India" production policy for the three services. 

 The DAC also approved the procurement of 5,719 sniper rifles for the Army and IAF at an estimated 

cost of Rs 982 crore from the global market. 

 DAC also provided approval for the procurement of the indigenous "Mareech" advanced torpedo decoy 
systems (ATDS) developed by the DRDO. 

 The 'Mareech' systems will be produced by Bharat Electronics Limited, Bengaluru at an estimated cost 
of Rs 850 crore. 

 The defence acquisition council (DAC) is chaired by defence minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 

 

Prince Henrik died at the age of 83. 

 Prince Henrik of Denmark died at the age of 83. 

 He was the French-born husband of Danish monarch 
Queen Margrethe. 

 He was in line to become the next Denmark's king.  

 His son Crown Prince Frederik is an International 
Olympic Committee member. 

 The Danish royal family has no political authority. 

 The Danish royal family is one of the world's oldest 
kingdoms.  

 Born on June 11, 1934, in southwestern France to parents 

with the noble titles of count and countess. 

 Henri Marie Jean Andre de Laborde de Monpezat married 
Denmark's future queen in 1967. 

 Henri became Henrik and converted to Denmark's state Lutheran Church.  

 He was titled prince consort _ the husband of a reigning queen but not a king. 

 Henrik lived his first five years in France's Asian colonies.  

 He graduated from universities in Paris, learned Mandarin and Vietnamese and spent a year at the Hong 
Kong University from 1958-1959. 

 Under Denmark's Constitution, the royal family has no political power and is barred from involvement 

in party politics.  

 As a royal, Henrik held honorary ranks of general in the Danish army and air force, and was an admiral 
in the navy. 

 Henrik is survived by his wife, sons Crown Prince Frederik and Prince Joachim, and eight grandchildren. 
 

Government of India makes Amendments in Small Savings Act.  

 In order to remove multiple Acts and rules for Small Saving Schemes, the Government of India has 
proposed merger of Government Savings Certificates Act, 1959 and Public Provident Fund Act, 1968 

with the Government Savings Banks Act, 1873. With a single act, relevant provisions of the Government 

Savings Certificates (NSC) Act, 1959 and the Public Provident Fund Act, 1968 would stand subsumed 

in the new amended Act without compromising on any of the functional provision of the existing Act. 
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  All existing protections have been retained while consolidating PPF Act under the proposed Government 
Savings Promotion Act. No existing benefits to depositors are proposed to be taken away through this 

process. The main objective in proposing a common Act is to make implementation easier for the 

depositors as they need not go through different rules and Acts for understanding the provision of various 

small saving schemes, and also to introduce certain flexibilities for the investors. There is no proposal 

to withdraw the said provision and the existing and future depositors will continue to enjoy protection 

from the attachment under the amended umbrella Act as well. 

 Apart from ensuring existing benefits, certain new benefits to the depositors have been proposed under 

the bill. These are: 

 As per PPF Act, the PPF account can’t be closed prematurely before completion of five financial years. 
To make provisions for premature closure easier in respect of all schemes, provisions could now be 

made through specific scheme notification. The benefits of premature closure of Small Savings Schemes 

may now be introduced to deal with medical emergencies, higher education needs, etc. 

 Investment in Small Savings Schemes can be made by Guardian on behalf of minor(s) under the 
provisions made in the proposed bill Guardian may also be given associated rights and responsibilities. 

 There was no clear provision earlier regarding deposit by minors in the existing Acts. The provision has 
been made now to promote culture of savings among children. 

 There were no clear provisions in all the three Acts for the operation of accounts in the name of 

physically infirm and differently abled persons. Provisions in this regard have now been made. 

 As per existing provisions of the Acts, if depositor dies and nomination exists, the outstanding balances 
will be paid to nominee(s). Whereas, Hon’ble Supreme Court in its judgement stated that nominee(s) is 

merely empowered to collect the amounts as Trustee for the benefit of legal heirs. It was creating 

disputes between the provisions of the Acts and verdict of Supreme Court. Hence, right of nominees 

have now been more clearly defined. 

 In the existing Acts, there is no provision for nomination with regard to account opened in the name of 
minor. Further, existing Acts say that if account holder dies and there is no nomination and amount is 

more than prescribed limit, the amount shall be paid to legal heirs.  In this case, the guardian has to 

obtain succession certificate. To remove this inconvenience, provisions for nomination with regard to 

account opened in the name of minors have been incorporated. Further the provision has been made that 

if the minor dies and there is no nomination, the balances shall be paid to guardian.  

 The existing Acts are silent about grievance redressal. The amended Act allows the Government to put 

in place mechanism for redressal of grievances and for amicable and expeditious settlement of disputes 

relating to Small Savings. 

 The above provisions which are proposed to be incorporated in the amended Act will add to the 
flexibility in operation of the Account under Small Savings Schemes. 

 Apart from offering higher interest rates compared to bank deposits, some of the small savings schemes 
also enjoy income tax benefits. No change in interest rate or tax policy on small savings scheme is being 

made through this amendment. 

 

Magnetic Maharashtra: Convergence 2018 

 

 Maharashtra has unveiled the ‘Magnetic Maharashtra’ policy. 

 The policy has the following objectives: 

 to tap foreign investment. 

 to set up a robust manufacturing base. 

 to boost ‘Make in India’. 

 to generate employment opportunities.  
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 Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the three-day conclave called ‘Magnetic 
Maharashtra: Convergence 2018’, which will take place from February 18 to 20.  

 The sectors being tapped for global partnership through Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) are:  

 Information Technology 

 Food Processing 

 Logistic hubs 

 Electronic hubs 

 Automobile industries. 

 

 The Magnetic Maharashtra policy was unveiled to attract investments of $2 billion with a unique model 
to create five defence manufacturing hubs near military bases in the state.  

 Maharashtra also hopes to create 100000 jobs in five years.  

 Maharashtra has planned the defence and aerospace-manufacturing hubs in Nagpur, Pune, Aurangabad, 
Ahmednagar and Nashik. 

 All these five cities have significant military establishments, which will enable them to create adequate 

demand.  

 The Policy hopes to leverage and develop the city as a global manufacturing hub. 

 

Rs 7,000 crore: Bengaluru Budget 

 The polluted Bellandur Lake to be revived at cost of Rs 50 crore.  

 The government aims to solve solid waste problem and generate electricity too.  

 The state to set up Cyber Forensic Laboratories at a cost of Rs 5 crore. 

 Mr Siddaramaiah announced that multi storey parking facility will come up at Koramangala. 

 The budget has reiterated that Phase 2 of Namma Metro, covering 72 km, will be open to the public by 

March 2021. 

 Work to start to setup Rail Coach Factory in Kolar district. 

 The budget has envisaged Rs 25 crore to build cycling infrastcture in tier-2 cities. 
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  Rs 96 crore has been allocated to develop 42 air monitoring stations. 

 The state government has announced in the budget that 19.60 lakh students will be provided with free 

bus passes. 

 10 double decker buses will be purchased through Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation 
(KSRTC) for operation between cities. 

 Under skill development scheme nearly 13,000 youth will be provided training in driving and bus 
repairs. 

 CCTV cameras will be installed in 1000 BMTC buses under Nirbhaya Scheme.  
 

Ethiopia declares state of emergency amid unrest. 

 Ethiopia has declared a state of emergency 

following the unrest in the restive Oromia and 

Amhara regional states, after Prime Minister 

Hailemariam Desalegn resigned. 

 The Council of Ministers said the state of 

emergency would also be instrumental in 

thwarting ethnic- based conflicts in the 

country, prevent the destruction of public 

property and safeguarding the 

constitutional order, according to the broadcast.  

 Desalegn has resign, both as Prime Minister and 

the chairman of the ruling party, the Ethiopian 

Peoples' Revolutionary Democratic 

Front, in a bid to ease political turmoil in the country. 

 Protesters had blocked roads leading out of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia's capital, with rocks and burning 

tyres, disrupting public transportation in the city.  

 

Sex ratio at birth falls in 17 of 21 large states.  

 According to the report, among the 17 states which recorded substantial 

drop of 10 points or more, in Gujarat the SRB fell to 854 females from 

907 females per 1,000 males born registering a drop of 53 points from 

2012-14 (base year) to 2013-15 (reference year) in this indicator.  

 Gujarat is followed by Haryana, which registered a drop of 35 

points, Rajasthan (32 points), Uttarakhand (27 points), 

Maharashtra (18 points), Himachal Pradesh (14 points), 

Chhattisgarh (drop of 12 points), and Karnataka (11 points), the 

'Healthy States, Progressive India' report states.  

 According to the report, improvement in SRB was witnessed in Punjab, which 

registered a rise of 19 points, followed by Uttar Pradesh (10 points) and Bihar (9 points).  

 Sex ratio at birth is an important indicator and reflects the extent to which there is reduction in number 

of girl children born by sex-selective abortions.  

 

Archaeologist Arvind Jamkhedkar to Head ICHR 

 Arvind P. Jamkhedkar will be the next Chairman of the Indian Council 
of Historical Research (ICHR).  

 He will replace Prof. K. Sudershan Rao. The post fell vacant after 
Prof. Rao’s retirement.  
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  Prof. Jamkhedkar is at present Chancellor of Deccan College, Pune, known in academic circles for its 
archaeology department. 

 

Haruhiko Kuroda Reappointed As Bank of Japan Chief 

 Haruhiko Kuroda has been reappointed as the governor of Bank of 

Japan. 

 He will be first governor to serve two terms since 1954. 

 The Bank of Japan is the central bank of Japan and it is 
headquartered in Tokyo, Japan. 

  

FIFA Rankings: Germany Retain Top Spot  

 World champions Germany has retained its top spot in the latest FIFA rankings. 

 India is placed at 102 rank in this ranking. 

 Iceland, which has participated in the 2018 FIFA World Cup, has gained 18 places in the world rankings. 

 

Asha Bhosle honoured at the 5th Yash Chopra Memorial Awards. 

 Legendary singer Asha Bhosle was conferred with 
the fifth Yash Chopra Memorial Award in Mumbai. The 

award was presented by Rekha.  

 The duo is still cherished for Umrao Jaan’s song 

'Dil Cheez Kya Hai'.  

 The sight of Rekha presenting the award to Asha 
Bhosle, became a memorable one for the onlookers.  

 Rekha bowed down to Asha’s contribution to the 
Indian film industry and touched her feet.  

 Yash Chopra’s wife Pamela Chopra, filmmakers 

Boney Kapoor, Madhur Bhandarkar, singer Alka Yagnik, 

actor Padmini Kohlapure, scriptwriter Honey Irani, and Anu and Shashi Ranjan were part of the award 

jury panel. 

 

Shane Warne becomes Rajasthan Royals team mentor. 

 The former Australian spin legend had led the team to the title in 2008. 

 Warne was the captain-cum-coach of the side which exceeded 
expectations by winning the trophy in 2008. 

 The team will be playing the IPL this season after serving a two-year 
ban. 

 The Australian led the Royals for three seasons from 2008 to 2011, 

during which he played 52 games and picked 56 wickets. 
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 CLEAN AIR CAMPAIGN: A REPORT  

 

All the teams have been visiting various locations and taking strict actions in respect of violation. All the 

violations are being reported to the Control Room that has been set up in the CPCB. 

Whatsapp groups have also been created to ensure that information is transmitted quickly to the concerned 

authorities. 

As directed, the teams are issuing on-the-spot challans wherever serious violations are noticed. 186 challans 

have been issued today. 604 instances of violations have been noted by the teams today, as detailed in the table 

below: 

 Sl.No. Category Count 

1. Open Burning 48 

2. Construction and Demolition Activity 332 

3. Vehicular Pollution 8 

4. Traffic Congestion 48 

5. Road Dust 72 

6. Landfill Emission 9 

7. Others 87 

8. Total 604 

  

All the teams have been instructed to continue to take strict action against violators in the coming days. 

 

SKILL INDIA INITIATIVE BY MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS – TRAINING OF APPRENTICES 

As part of Skill India initiative, Ministry of Railways has been contributing in a big way to provide training to 

Apprentices in various disciplines training in categories like Fitter, Turner, Machinist, Welder, Painter, 

Carpenter, Electrician, Refrigerator and AC Mechanic, Mechanic (Motor Vehicle/Diesel) etc., since long.  

Ministry of Railways has kept a target of training of 30 thousand Apprentices in its 16 Zonal Units and 7 

Production Units. 

For the year 2017-18, about 26,000 training slots for Apprenticeship training have been notified.  This is in 

addition to over 4000 persons already undergoing training in various establishments.  An Employment 

Notification has been issued earlier in the week for recruitment of 62,907 staff in Level 1 pay scale and out of 

these, apprentices trained in Railway establishments will be given preference to the tune of over 12,000 

vacancies which is in line with the recent amendments made in the Apprentices Act, 1961 

 With a large set up of Workshops and Production Units, Indian Railways has been in the forefront of 

implementation of the Apprentices Act, 1961.  Railway Workshops have been imparting Apprentices. A large 

number of Apprentices were turned out from these Workshops and Production Units every year who were 

certified and granted the NCVT (National Council for Vocational Training) Certificate, making them 

employable for jobs in industry as well as for posts in Railways.  In this way, the Indian Railways is contributing 

to Skill India. 

Railway recognizes that skill development of the labour force is an important component of development of 

Human Resources.  It is crucial for the industrial development of the country.  Skill training imparted through 
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 formal institutions alone is not sufficient to make the labour force fully skilled.  This needs to be supplemented 

by training in the actual work place. 

 

Apprentices’ Training consists of Basic Training and On-the-Job Training/Practical Training at workplace.  

Basic training is an essential component of apprenticeship training for those who have not undergone any 

institutional training/skill before taking up on-the-job training/practical training.  It counts for 20-30% of overall 

duration of Apprenticeship Training.  The component of on-the-job training is performed and undertaken in the 

establishment itself. 

 

LIST OF AGREEMENTS/MOUS SIGNED ON THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT OF PRIME 

MINISTER TO OMAN (FEBRUARY 11, 2018) 

S. No. MoUs 

1. Agreement on Legal and Judicial Cooperation in Civil and Commercial matter 

2. Agreement on mutual visa exemption for holders of diplomatic, special, service and official 

passports 

  

3. MoU on Cooperation in the field of health 

4. MoU on Cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space. 

5. MoU on Cooperation between Foreign Service Institute, Ministry of External Affairs, India and 

Oman Diplomatic Institute. 

6. MoU on Academic and Scholarly cooperation sectors between National Defence College Sultanate 

of Oman and the Institute for Defence Studies and the Analyses. 

7. MoU in the field of Tourism cooperation between India and Oman. 

8. Annexure to the MoU on Military Cooperation. 
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