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Hello everyone, today is 28th-Mar-2018, in the previous Study Notes, we covered only Reading 
Section, where we had many Reading comprehensions for practice, we have received much of the 
positive response from that Study Notes.
Considering the previous one, we have come with the study notes of Grammar section which 
includes the section of parts of speech basically NOUN this time and with that we have covered 
some practice exercise of errors phrase replacement and one or two para jumbles too, in this 
study notes you will get to know more about nouns and with a practice of various topics based on 
Grammar Section.
Here we would like to wish you all the best for your exercise and start practicing and check your 
level of preparation.

NOUN
 A noun (from Latin nōmen, literally meaning 
"name") is a word that functions as the name 
of some specific thing or set of things, such 
as living creatures, objects, places, actions, 
qualities, states of existence, or ideas.
Note Linguistically, a noun is a member of a 
large, open part of speech whose members 
can occur as the main word in the subject of a 
clause, the object of a verb, or the object of a 
preposition.

Lexical categories (parts of speech) are defined 
in terms of the ways in which their members 
combine with other kinds of expressions. The 
syntactic rules for nouns differ from language 
to language. In English, nouns are those words 
which can occur with articles and attributive 
adjectives and can function as the head of a 
noun phrase.

DEFINITIONS OF NOUN
Nouns have sometimes been defined in terms 
of the grammatical categories to which they 
are subject (classed by gender, inflected for 
case and number). Such definitions tend to be 

language-specific, since nouns do not have the 
same categories in all languages.
Nouns are frequently defined, particularly in 
informal contexts, in terms of their semantic 
properties (their meanings). Nouns are 
described as words that refer to a person, 
place, thing, event, substance, quality, quantity, 
etc. However this type of definition has been 
criticized by contemporary linguists as being 
uninformative.
There have been offered several examples of 
English-language nouns which do not have any 
reference: drought, enjoyment, finesse, behalf 
(as found in on behalf of), dint (in dint of), and 
sake (for the sake of). Moreover, there may be 
a relationship similar to reference in the case 
of other parts of speech: the verbs to rain or to 
mother; many adjectives, like red; and there is 
little difference between the adverb gleefully 
and the noun-based phrase with glee. 
There are placeholder names, such as the legal 
fiction reasonable person (whose existence is 
not in question), an experimental artifact, or 
personifications such as gremlin.
Linguists often prefer to define nouns (and 
other lexical categories) in terms of their 
formal properties. These include morphological 
information, such as what prefixes or suffixes 
they take, and also their syntax – how they 
combine with other words and expressions 
of particular types. Such definitions may 
nonetheless still be language-specific, since 
syntax as well as morphology varies between 
languages. For example, in English it might be 
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noted that nouns are words that can co-occur 
with definite articles (as stated at the start of this 
article), but this would not apply in Russian, 
which has no definite articles.
There have been several attempts, sometimes 
controversial, to produce a stricter definition 
of nouns on a semantic basis. Some of these 
are referenced in the § Further reading section 
below.

GENDER
In some languages, genders are assigned 
to nouns, such as masculine, feminine and 
neuter (or other combinations). The gender of 
a noun (as well as its number and case, where 
applicable) will often entail agreement in words 
that modify or are related to it. For example, in 
French, the singular form of the definite article is 
le with masculine nouns and la with feminines; 
adjectives and certain verb forms also change 
(with the addition of -e with feminines). 
Grammatical gender often correlates with the 
form of the noun and the inflection pattern 
it follows; for example, in both Italian and 
Russian most nouns ending -a are feminine. 
Gender can also correlate with the sex of the 
noun's referent, particularly in the case of nouns 
denoting people (and sometimes animals). 
Nouns arguably do not have gender in Modern 
English, although many of them denote people 
or animals of a specific sex, and pronouns that 
refer to nouns must take the appropriate gender 
for that noun. (The girl lost herspectacles.)

HISTORY
Word classes (parts of speech) were described 
by Sanskrit grammarians from at least the 
5th century BC. In Yāska's Nirukta, the noun 
(nāma) is one of the four main categories of 
words defined.
The Ancient Greek equivalent was ónoma 
(νομα), referred to by Plato in the Cratylus 
dialog, and later listed as one of the eight parts 
of speech in The Art of Grammar, attributed to 
Dionysius Thrax (2nd century BC). The term 
used in Latin grammar was nōmen. All of these 

terms for "noun" were also words meaning 
"name". The English word noun is derived 
from the Latin term, through the Anglo-Norman 
noun.
The word classes were defined partly by the 
grammatical forms that they take. In Sanskrit, 
Greek and Latin, for example, nouns are 
categorized by gender and inflected for case and 
number. Because adjectives share these three 
grammatical categories, adjectives are placed 
in the same class as nouns.
Similarly, the Latin nōmen includes both nouns 
(substantives) and adjectives, as originally did 
the English word noun, the two types being 
distinguished as nouns substantive and nouns 
adjective (or substantive nouns and adjective 
nouns, or short substantives and adjectives). 
(The word nominal is now sometimes used to 
denote a class that includes both nouns and 
adjectives.)
Many European languages use a cognate of the 
word substantive as the basic term for noun (for 
example, Spanish sustantivo, "noun"). Nouns in 
the dictionaries of such languages are demarked 
by the abbreviation s. or sb. instead of n., which 
may be used for proper nouns or neuter nouns 
instead. In English, some modern authors use the 
word substantive to refer to a class that includes 
both nouns (single words) and noun phrases 
(multiword units, also called noun equivalents). 
It can also be used as a counterpart to attributive 
when distinguishing between a noun being 
used as the head (main word) of a noun phrase 
and a noun being used as a noun adjunct. For 
example, the noun knee can be said to be used 
substantively in my knee hurts, but attributively 
in the patient needed knee replacement.

CLASSIFICATION OF NOUNS
PROPER NOUNS AND COMMON 

NOUNS
A proper noun or proper name is a noun 
representing unique entities (such as Pakistan, 
Pegasus, Jupiter, Confucius, or Pequod), as 
distinguished from common nouns which 
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describe a class of entities (such as country, 
animal, planet, person or ship).
Example Sentences of Proper Noun
My name is Mark.
Her name is Sofie.
Come Tom, let us go for a walk.
Hello Jack! Will you play with me?
My cousin lives in Norway.
These bears are from China.
Albert Einstein was born in Germany.
I visited the Taj Mahal in India.
Fio and Laa are close friends.
Note:
The days of the week and the months of the 
year are proper nouns.
Example Sentences
Christmas is my favourite festival.
My mother likes Mother’s Day.
We will celebrate New Year’s Eve.
The names of buildings, mountains, rivers and 
seas are also proper nouns.
Example Sentences
I have seen the Great Wall of China.
Last year we visited the Niagara Falls.
Many people  have climber the Mount Everest.
River Nile is very long.

COMMON NOUN
Common nouns are naming words that are 
common to people, places, things and animals 
etc. Common nouns do not define any particular 
person, place or thing. They are general names. 
So, they are not capitalized unless they begin a 
sentence. For example boy, girl, doctor, town, 
city, dog, car and so on.
Example Sentences of Common Noun
Teachers teach in school.
Birds live on trees.
I love to read storybooks.

Sally’s mother is a doctor.
These chocolates and cakes are so delicious.
Identify and learn about proper nouns and 
common nouns in the list of sentences below.
Sony produces cameras too.
Alicia and Cathy were playing with a doll.
Sandy is joining school today.
Hens have laid eggs at Todd‘s farm.
The postman Mr. Robert was carrying postcards.
In above examples the words in purple colour 
are proper noun whereas words in green colour 
are common nouns.

COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE 
NOUNS

Count nouns or countable nouns are common 
nouns that can take a plural, can combine with 
numerals or counting quantifiers (e.g., one, two, 
several, every, most), and can take an indefinite 
article such as a or an (in languages which have 
such articles). Examples of count nouns are 
chair, nose, and occasion.
Mass nouns or uncountable (or non-count) 
nouns differ from count nouns in precisely that 
respect: they cannot take plurals or combine 
with number words or the above type of 
quantifiers. For example, it is not possible to 
refer to a furniture or three furnitures. This 
is true even though the pieces of furniture 
comprising furniture could be counted. Thus 
the distinction between mass and count nouns 
should not be made in terms of what sorts of 
things the nouns refer to, but rather in terms of 
how the nouns present these entities.
Many nouns have both countable and 
uncountable uses; for example, beer is countable 
in "give me three beers", but uncountable in 
"he likes beer".

COLLECTIVE NOUNS
Collective nouns are nouns that – even when they 
are inflected for the singular – refer to groups 
consisting of more than one individual or entity. 
Examples include committee, government, and 
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police. In English these nouns may be followed 
by a singular or a plural verb and referred to by 
a singular or plural pronoun, the singular being 
generally preferred when referring to the body 
as a unit and the plural often being preferred, 
especially in British English, when emphasizing 
the individual members. 
Some collective nouns are used to name a group 
of animals and birds.
A flock of sheep.
A herd of cattle.
A stud of horses.
A gaggle of geese.
A litter of cubs.
A flock of birds.
A shoal of fish.
A pack of wolves.
A swarm of bees.
Some collective nouns define a group of people.
A crew of sailors.
An army of soldiers.
A band of musicians.
A class of pupils.
A troupe of actors.
A panel of judges.
A gang of robbers.
There are some collective nouns that stand for a 
group of things.
A bunch of keys.
A pile of clothes.
A collection of books.
A string of pearls.
A set of stamps.
A galaxy of stars.
A pack of cards.
An atlas of maps.
A bouquet of flowers.

A bunch of grapes.
Example Sentences of Collective Noun
My maternal aunt bought me a pair of tennis 
shoes.
At the playground, you get to observe a colony 
of ants.
A pile of clothes was kept on the bed.
I need to finish an agenda of tasks before I leave.
There is a network of computers in Joseph’s 
office. 
Examples of acceptable and unacceptable use 
given by Gowers in Plain Words include:
"A committee was appointed to consider this 
subject." (singular)
"The committee were unable to agree." (plural)
* "The committee were of one mind when I sat 
on them" (unacceptable use of plural)

CONCRETE NOUNS AND ABSTRACT 
NOUNS

Concrete nouns refer to physical entities that 
can, in principle at least (i.e. different schools 
of philosophy and sciences may question the 
assumption, but, for the most part, people agree 
to the existence of something. E.g. a rock, a 
tree, universe), be observed by at least one of 
the senses (for instance, chair, apple, Janet or 
atom). Abstract nouns, on the other hand, refer 
to abstract objects; that is, ideas or concepts 
(such as justice or hatred). While this distinction 
is sometimes exclusive, some nouns have 
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multiple senses, including both concrete and 
abstract ones: consider, for example, the noun 
art, which usually refers to a concept (e.g., Art 
is an important element of human culture.) but 
which can refer to a specific artwork in certain 
contexts (e.g., I put my daughter's art up on the 
fridge.)
Some abstract nouns developed etymologically 
by figurative extension from literal roots. 
These include drawback, fraction, holdout 
and uptake. Similarly, some nouns have both 
abstract and concrete senses, with the latter 
having developed by figurative extension from 
the former. These include view, filter, structure 
and key.
In English, many abstract nouns are formed by 
adding a suffix (-ness, -ity, -ion) to adjectives 
or verbs. Examples are happiness (from the 
adjective happy), circulation (from the verb 
circulate) and serenity (from the adjective 
serene).
ALIENABLE VS. INALIENABLE NOUNS
Some world languages refer to nouns differently, 
depending on how ownership is being given 
for the given noun. This can be broken into 
two categories: Alienable and Inalienable. 
An alienable noun is something that does not 
belong to a person indefinitely. Inalienable 
nouns, on the other hand, is something that is 
possessed definitely. Examples of alienable 
nouns would be a tree or a shirt or roads. 
Examples of inalienable nouns would be a 
father or shadow or hair.

POSSESSIVE NOUN
A possessive noun is a word that names who 
or what has or owns something. We add an 
apostrophe and s (‘s) to form the possessive of 
most singular nouns.
Example Sentences of Possessive Noun
This is Bob’s skateboard. (Means – The 
skateboard belongs to Bob)
This is Ian’s Coat. (Means – The coat belongs 
to Ian)

Papa bought a new frame for grandpa’s 
spectacles.
Ted’s dream for a bicycle came true on his 
birthday.
Julia’s homework was not checked.
Sometimes we need to show possession for 
plural nouns or where the owners are more than 
one. In such cases we add an apostrophe at the 
end.
A girls’ school is located near my house.
We should not harm the birds’ nests.

NUMBER NOUN
Number nouns denote one or many. There are 
two kinds of number nouns:
Singular number noun – It stands for one 
person, animal, thing or place.
Plural number noun – It stands for more than 
one person, animal, thing or place.
For example: One toy, three balls, two dogs, 
five cars, nine planets and so on.
Generally, by adding a ‘s’ at the end, we can 
change a singular noun to a plural noun.
There are different rules we follow to change a 
singular noun to a plural noun.

RULE 1
When a singular noun ends with a ‘y’ after a 
consonant, we remove the ‘y’ and add ‘ies’.
For example:
City – Cities
Lady – Ladies
Story – Stories
Consonants are all other letters except vowels 
(a, e, i, o, u).

RULE 2
If there is vowel before ‘y’ just add s to form 
its plural.
For example:
Boy – Boys
Day – Days
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Trolley – Trolleys
Toy – Toys

RULE 3
When a singular noun ends with ‘o’ after a 
vowel, add ‘s’ to make it a plural noun.
For example:
Bamboo – Bamboos
Radio – Radios
Video – Videos

RULE 4
When a singular noun ends with ‘o’ after a 
consonant, we add ‘es’ to make it a plural noun.
For example:
Tomato – Tomatoes
Volcano – Volcanoes
Hero – Heroes
It is also possible that for few nouns ending 
with ‘o’ preceded by a consonant, we add the 
letter ‘s’ to form their plurals.
For example:
Piano – Pianos
Photo – Photos

RULE 5
If a singular noun ends with a sound like ‘s’ 
such as ‘ss’, ‘sh’, ‘ch’, ‘x’, ‘z’, ‘tch’, we add 
‘es’ to make it plural.
For example:
Box – Boxes
Watch – Watches
Dress – Dresses
Quiz – Quizzes

RULE 6
If a singular noun ends with ‘f’ or ‘fe’, change 
the ‘f’ into ‘v’ and add ‘es’ to make it plural.
For example:
Life – Lives
Calf – Calves
Loaf – Loaves

Knife – Knives
Irregular Plural
Plurals of some nouns remains the same.
For example:
Fish – Fish
Deer – Deer
Cattle – Cattle
Sheep – Sheep
Bison – Bison
Plural of some nouns are totally different from 
their singular form.
For example:
Mouse – Mice
Ox – Oxen
Cactus – Cacti
Child – Children
Man – Men
Some nouns are always plural like pants, jeans, 
shorts, tongs, scissors, hair and sunglasses.

COMPOUND NOUN

There are three type of compound noun.
open or separated — space between words (eg.: 
tennis shoe)
hyphenated — hyphen between words (eg.: six-
pack)
closed or solid — no space or hyphen between 
words (eg.: bedroom)
Sometimes compound nouns are written 
separately (eg.: nail polish), sometimes with 
a hyphen (eg.: short-sighted) and sometimes 
as one word (eg.: eyelashes). Often new 



[8]

STUDY NOTES FOR SBI CLERK AND OTHER EXAM 

Write us : content @mahendras.org www.mahendraguru.com myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendras.org

compounds are written as two separate words 
and, as they become more familiar, they are 
either connected with a hyphen (-) or made into 
one word.
There are some general rules and guidelines for 
when to use hyphens:
– when there is a prefix

 # post-war
 # pre-lunch
 # self-interest
 # semi-skilled

– when a compound adjective comes before 
a head noun

 # a well-known singer
 # an angry-sounding email
 # an English-speaking country

– when the pre-head item in a compound is a 
single capital letter

 # U-turn
 # X-ray
 # D-day

– when words are difficult to recognise as 
compounds and could be confused

 # The band has decided to re-form. (form  
 again)

 # The Government promise to reform the  
 health system. (improve)
– when compound adjectives containing 
numbers appear before a noun

 # A twenty-two-year-old cyclist won the  
 race.

 # From here to Jakarta, that’s a twelve-  
 hour flight at least.
How do we make compound nouns plural?

PLURAL COMPOUND NOUNS
In general we make the plural of a compound 
noun by adding -s to the base word (the most 
significant word).

 # assistant headmaster — assistant   

 headmasters
 # mother-in-law — mothers-in-law
 # assistant secretary of state — assistant  

 secretaries of state
 # woman-doctor — women-doctors
 # passer-by — passers-by

Note that there is some variation with words 
like spoonful or truckful. The old style was to 
say spoonsful or trucksful for the plural. Today 
it is more usual to say spoonfuls or truckfuls. 
Both the old style (spoonsful) and the new style 
(spoonfuls) are normally acceptable, but you 
should be consistent in your choice.
Here are some examples:

 # teaspoonful — teaspoonsful —   
 teaspoonfuls

 # truckful — trucksful — truckfuls
 # bucketful — bucketsful — bucketfuls
 # cupful — cupsful — cupfuls

With compound nouns made of [noun + noun] 
the second noun takes an -s for plural. The first 
noun acts like an adjective and as you know, 
adjectives in English are invariable.
Look at these examples:

 # 100 trees with apples — 100 apple trees
 # 1,000 cables for telephones — 1,000   

 telephone cables
 # 20 boxes for tools — 20 tool boxes
 # 10 stops for buses — 10 bus stops
 # 4,000 wheels for cars — 4,000 car   

 wheels
Some compound nouns have no obvious base 
word and you may need to consult a dictionary 
to find the plural:

 # higher-ups
 # also-rans
 # go-betweens
 # has-beens
 # good-for-nothings
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 # grown-ups
Compound nouns are formed by joining two 
nouns together. There are three different ways 
to form compound nouns: Compound nouns are 
formed by joining two nouns together. There are 
three different ways to form compound nouns:
The closed form, like notebook, firefly and 
keyboard.
The hyphenated form, like x-ray, co-pilot and 
mother-in-law.
The open form, like post office, history book, 
mineral water.
Example Sentences of Compound Noun
Ian looked at his timetable.
It was going to be lunchtime.
The basketball match was scheduled in the 
afternoon.
Just after the breakfast, Matt rushed to his 
tracksuit.
X-rays were discovered by Wilhelm Conrad 
Roentgen.

 COMBINATION OF COMPOUND 
NOUNS

compound noun is a noun that is made with 
two or more words. A compound noun is usu-
ally [noun + noun] or [adjective + noun], but 
there are other combinations (see picture). It is 
important to understand and recognize com-
pound nouns. Each compound noun acts as a 
single unit and can be modified by adjectives 
and other nouns. 

The closed form, like notebook, firefly and 
keyboard.
The hyphenated form, like x-ray, co-pilot and 
mother-in-law.
The open form, like post office, history book, 
mineral water.
Example Sentences of Compound Noun
Ian looked at his timetable.
It was going to be lunchtime.
The basketball match was scheduled in the 
afternoon.
Just after the breakfast, Matt rushed to his 
tracksuit.
X-rays were discovered by Wilhelm Conrad 
Roentgen.

COUNTABLE NOUN
Nouns that can be counted are called countable 
nouns. Most of the nouns come in the category 
of countable nouns rather than uncountable 
nouns because they refer to things, people or 
animals that can be counted.
Example Sentences of Countable Noun
I saw two owls sitting on the tree.
There are four milk bottles in the fridge.
My father has two cars.
I need an umbrella to get out in the rain.
To make this cake we need an egg.
Note: We use ‘the’ for some singular nouns 
which are unique (one of their kind). For 
example: The Earth, The Sun, The Moon etc.

UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Nouns that cannot be counted are called 
uncountable nouns. Uncountable nouns also 
known as ‘mass noun.’
We cannot count certain things in numbers such 
as milk, rain, sugar, water, jam. We have to 
use words like – a glass of milk, a jar of sugar, 
a jug of water or a bottle of jam. We can use 
terms like – a little, plenty or a bowl of with 
uncountable nouns. Though these nouns can be 
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measured, they cannot be counted. Such nouns 
do not have a singular or plural form.

THE NOUN: GENDER
Noun words can be divided into masculine and 
feminine.

MASCULINE NOUNS
Masculine nouns represent males: Boys, men 
and male animals. For example: Prince, man, 
king, boy, cock, lion etc.
Feminine Nouns
Feminine nouns represent females: Girls, 
women and female animals. For example: 
Princess, woman, queen, girl, hen, lioness, etc.
But there are some nouns that represent both 
males and females. For example: Children, 
artists, principals, teachers, singers, lawyers, 
etc.

HOW NOUNS FUNCTION
Nouns have several important functions. While 
it’s impossible to list them all here, we’ll go 
over the most important jobs nouns are tasked 
with.

 # Nouns are subjects. Every sentence has  
 a subject, which is a noun that tells us  
 what that sentence is all about. John   
 swung the baseball bat.

 # Nouns are direct objects. These nouns  
 receive action from verbs. John swung  
 the baseball bat.

 # Nouns are indirect objects. These nouns  
 receive the direct object. Brad threw   
 John the ball.

 # Nouns are objects of prepositions.   
 These  nouns follow the prepositions in  
 prepositional phrases. John swung the  
 baseball bat at Greg.

 # Nouns are predicate nominatives. These  
 nouns follow linking verbs and rename  
 the subject. John is a baseball player.

 # Nouns are object complements. These  
 nouns complete the direct object. They  
 named their dog Max.

This is just the beginning. Be sure to dig deeper 
and explore more for additional information 
about nouns and even more noun examples.

NOUN PHRASES

A noun phrase is a phrase based on a noun, 
pronoun, or other noun-like word (nominal) 
optionally accompanied by modifiers such 
as determiners and adjectives. A noun phrase 
functions within a clause or sentence in a role 
such as that of subject, object, or complement 
of a verb or preposition. For example, in the 
sentence "The black cat sat on a dear friend 
of mine", the noun phrase the black cat serves 
as the subject, and the noun phrase a dear 
friend of mine serves as the complement of the 
preposition on.

PRONOUNS
Nouns and noun phrases can typically be 
replaced by pronouns, such as he, it, which, 
and those, in order to avoid repetition or 
explicit identification, or for other reasons. For 
example, in the sentence Gareth thought that he 
was weird, the word he is a pronoun standing in 
place of the person's name. The word one can 
replace parts of noun phrases, and it sometimes 
stands in for a noun. An example is given below:
John's car is newer than the one that Bill has.
But one can also stand in for larger parts of 
a noun phrase. For example, in the following 
example, one can stand in for new car.
This new car is cheaper than that one.

NOMINALIZATION
It is a process whereby a word that belongs to 
another part of speech comes to be used as a 
noun. In French and Spanish, for example, 
adjectives frequently act as nouns referring to 
people who have the characteristics denoted 
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by the adjective. This sometimes happens in 
English as well, as in the following examples:
This legislation will have the most impact on 
the poor.
The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong.

The Socialist International is a worldwide 
association of political parties.
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Q.1-20.  Read each part of the sentence to find 
out if there is any error in it. The error, if 
any, will be in one part of the sentence. 
The number of that part is the answer. If 
there is no error, mark your answer as 
(5).

Q.1.  The constitutional right to privacy 
protects (1)/the liberty of people to 
make certain (2)/crucial decisions 
regarding their well-being (3)/without 
governmental coercion, intimidation, or 
interference. (4)/ No error(5)

Q.2.  The promise of peace at (1)/ the end of a 

protracted conflict (2)/in Colombia may 
evoke a degree (3)/of scepticism if not 
undue pessimism. (4)/No error(5)

Q.3.  We are (1)/ in a special situation as (2)/
the country has soon a poor monsoon 
(3)/in the past two years. (4)/No error 
(5)

Q.4.  The UPI is a payment system that (1)/
allows money transfer between (2)/
any two banks account (3)/by using a 
smartphone.(4)/ No error(5)

Q.5.  Inflation targeting (1)/does not mean 
only raising rates(2)/ if inflation is 
falling, (3)/the repo rate need to fall.(4)/ 
No error(5)

Q.6.  A slight change in wind direction (1)/ 
provided some relief from the thick 
fog (2)/ which caused several problems 
during the morning hours,(3)/ especially 
to the move of vehicles and aircraft (4)/ 

No error (5)
Q.7.  Bringing hope to people deprived of the 

sense of taste and smell (1)/ due to tongue 
and nose defects, a Japanese scientist is 
working on an artificial tongue and nose 
(2)/ that would help people enjoy (3)/ 
various delicacies and give them ability 
to smell(4)/ No error (5)

Q.8.  Irrespective of breeds,(1)/  basic 
intelligence level of a dog (2)/ is more 
higher (3)/ than any other animal(4)/ No 
error (5)

Q.9.  There was a time (1)/ when the only 
other medium of public transport (2)/ 
was buses and bullock carts (3)/ but 
horse carts were preferred as they were 
faster (4)/ No error (5)

Q.10. The midday meal implementing 
agency(1)/ have been specifically told 
that the supply of food grains(2)/ like 
wheat and rice should not be stored (3)/ 
for more than a quarter(4)/ No error (5)

Q.11.  The government  reached out  (1)/  to 
the leaders of several Opposition parties  
(2)/ over the contentiously GST Bill 
which is (3)/ likely to be taken up by the 
Rajya Sabha. (4)/ No Error (5)

Q.12.  The Finance Minister separate (1)/ met 
the leaders of different parties (2)/  and 

PRACTICE EXERCISE
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discussed with them  (3)/ provisions of 
the GST Bill. (4)/ No Error (5)

Q.13.  Rating agencies too are beginning (1)/ 
to look at the impact (2)/ of natural 
disasters on government finances (3)/ 
and consequent sovereign ratings.(4)/ 
No Error (5)

Q.14.  The government is working to  address 
the concerns (1)/ rose by the Opposition 
parties on the Constitution (122nd 
Amendment) Bill, (2)/ as it seeks to 
introduce a system for uniform taxation 
across the country (3)/ and has been 
pending for a long time.(4)/ No Error 

(5)
Q.15.  Tweaks in policy, such as allowing a 

small part of the SDRF allocations (1)/  
to been utilised by States to purchase 
(2)/ insurance can leverage a much 
higher level of financing (3)/ to become 
available for funding post-disaster 
works. (4)/ No Error (5)

Q.16.  The Supreme court favoured 
punishment of life imprisonment (1)/ 
to people indulging in production and 
marketing (2)/ of adulterated milk and 
asked state governments (3)/ to made 
amendment in laws (4)/ No error (5)

Q.17.  The transport helpline system was also 
aimed on (1)/ curbing inherent flaws of 
communication (2)/ unnecessary time 

delays and irregularities in the delivery 
of (3)/ transport services to the public 
(4)/ No error (5)

Q.18.  With the city dwellers spending a 
greater time outside the home(1)/ 
either at work, or in traffic(2)/  or in 
social networking sites, there is lesser 
interaction (3)/ happening with ones 
own relatives (4)/ No error (5)  

Q.19.  There have been more than nine firing 
incidents (1)/ in different parts of the 
city (2)/ in the last three months and this 
has left a sense of fear (3)/ in the minds 
of the residents (4)/ No error (5)

Q.20.  He elaborated the theoretical and 
practical aspects (1)/ of human rights 
and said that though laws (2)/ were there 
to protect human rights, awareness and 
implement of these laws (3)/ were the 
need of the hour. (4)/ No error (5)

Q.21-40. Which of the Phrases(1), (2) (3) and 
(4) given below each sentence should 
replace the phrases printed in bold in 
the sentence to make it grammatically 
correct. If the sentence is correct as it is 
given and no correction required, mark 
(5) as the answer.

Q.21.  Sania Mirza arrived at the Games 
Village of the Rio Olympics and so did 
the table tennis squad while the Indian 
hockey team won theirs practice match 
against Spain.

 (1) his practice match against 
 (2) its practice match with 
 (3) its  match again 
 (4) its practice match against 
 (5) No Correction Required 
Q.22.  India declared her first inning at 500 for 

nine, taking a 304 run lead against the 
West Indies in the second Test.

  (1) declared his first innings 
 (2) declared  first innings 
 (3) declared their first innings 
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 (4) declared first inning 
 (5) No Correction Required 
Q.23. The BSE Sensex recovered by 67 

points in early trade on fresh buying by 
investors, foreign funds buoyed with a 
pick up in infrastructure sector coupled 
with hopes of GST Bill passage.

 (1) buoyed in a pick up 
 (2) buoyed by a pick 
 (3) buoyed pick up 
 (4) buoyed by a pick up 
 (5) No Correction Required 
Q.24.  Typhoon Nida made landfall in China 

causing major traffic disruptions and 
flight cancellations in the Pearl river 
Delta region.

  (1) make landfall in China 
 (2) made landfill in China 
 (3) makes landfall in 
 (4) made landfallen in China 
 (5) No Correction Required 
Q.25.  China is making a fortune with currency 

manipulation, Republican presidential 
nominee  has alleged, saying if he is 
elected as president, he would imposed 
a 10 percent tax on Chinese products in 
the United States markets.

  (1) should impose a 10 percent tax 
 (2) would impose a 10 percent tax 
 (3) would have impose a 10 tax 
 (4) would imposing a 10 percent tax 
 (5) No Correction Required 
Q.26.  There are central government rules 

which state that ramps should be 
construct for disabled in buildings and 
railings on roads

 (1) Should be construct for disable 
 (2) Should be constructed for disable 
 (3) Should be constructed for disabled 
 (4) Should be constructs at disabled 
 (5) No correction required 
Q.27. All judges of the Supreme court 

unanimously decided that the apex 
court would not entertain many more 
complaints of misconduct against any 
of its retired judges.    

 (1) Entertain any more complaints of  
  misconduct 

 (2) Entertained any more complaints of  
  misconduct 

 (3) Entertaining many more complaints  
  of misconduct 

 (4) Entertains any more complaint of  
  misconduct 

 (5) No correction required 
Q.28.  The robbers even snatched gun of the 

security guard and firing two shots in 
the air while escaping with the money.  

 (1) Fired two shots over the air 
 (2) Firing two shot at the air 
 (3) Fired two shots in the air 
 (4) Fire shots two in the air 
 (5) No correction required 
Q.29.  One could not justify encroachments 

when authorities were ready to provide 
street vendors alternate spaced.     

  (1) Street vendors alternate spatial 
 (2) Street vendors alternative spaced 
 (3) Street vendors alternate spacing 
 (4) Street vendors alternate space 
 (5) No correction required 



[15]

STUDY NOTES FOR SBI CLERK AND OTHER EXAM 

Write us : content @mahendras.org myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendraguru.comwww.mahendras.org

Q.30. Drivers of private vehicles often 
carry passengers more than it could 
accommodate with an eye on money 
and put people’s lives at risk.

  (1) That could accommodate with an eye 
 (2) Which could accommodate with an eye 
 (3) It could accommodate with an eyes 
 (4) Such could accommodation with an eye 
 (5) No correction required 

Q.31.  The Reserve Bank of India fixed the 
reference rate the rupee at 66.9368 
against the US dollar and 74.9893 for 
the euro.

  (1) rate the rupee at 
 (2) rate of the rupee on 
 (3) rate on rupee 
 (4) rate of the rupee at 
 (5) No Correction Required 
Q.32. Taking comfort from firm global 

developments and increase buying by 
jewellers at the domestic market, gold 
rose for the second straight day by 
surging Rs 220 to Rs 31,250 per 10 
grams.

  (1) Increasing buy by 
 (2) increased buying with 
 (3) increased buying by 
 (4) increament buying by 
 (5) No Correction Required 
Q.33.  India has expressed concerns regarding 

change in UK visa rules and taken up 
the matter with the British authorities.

 (1) changes UK visa rules 

 (2) changes in the UK visa rules 
 (3) changing in UK visa rules 
 (4) changes UK rules 
 (5) No Correction Required 
Q.34.  Domestic rating agency Icra  cut its 

outlook on Adani Ports and Special 
Economic Zone's (APSEZ) long-term 
rating to negative on concerns over 
higher borrowing, lending to related and 
unrelated parties, and lower volumes.

 (1) negative on concerns 
 (2) to negative concerns 
 (3) to negative by concerns 
 (4) negative on concerns 
 (5) No Correction Required 
Q.35.  Certainly, a gang of poachers is actively 

in the region and therefore we demand 
the investigation be transferred to crime 
branch.

 (1) Is active in the region 
 (2) Are activated in the regional 
 (3) Have active in the region 
 (4) Should actively in the regional 
 (5) No correction required 
Q.36.  Going on the inflation in production 

cost, transportation and taxes, the sugar 
factories do not find it easier to pass on 
the increased income to the farmers.

  (1) Going inflation by the 
 (2) Going for the inflate 
 (3) Going by the inflation 
 (4) Gone at the inflated 
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 (5) No correction required 
Q.37.  We have found out that the screening of 

customers at certain shopping malls and 
multiplexes is not up to the mark and 
notices will be issued to the managers 
of these places immediately

 (1) Upon the mark 
 (2) Up at the mark 
 (3) Up for the mark 
 (4) Up in the mark 
 (5) No correction required 
Q.38.  The state has a growing number of 

youngsters above the age of 15 addicted 
to smoking but other form of tobacco 
consumption. 

  (1) Addict for smoking and other forms 
 (2) Addicted to smoking and other forms 
 (3) Addiction at smoking but other forms 
 (4) Addicted to smoke and other formed 
 (5) No correction required 
Q.39.  The agriculture department will be 

extending its scheme of produced and 
marketing of safe-to-eat vegetables 
through government outlets to more 
districts. 

  (1) Scheme of production and marketing 
 (2) Scheme in production or market 
 (3) Scheme of production as marketing 
 (4) Scheme which produced and marketing 
 (5) No correction required 

Q.40.  The biggest challenge this time is 
to increases the voting turnout and 
the agencies are also expecting a 
decent amount to be spent on creating 
awareness on the need to vote.  

 (1) That time is to increase the voter turnout 
 (2) This times is to increase the voting  

  turnout 
 (3) That time was to increased the   

  voting turnout 
 (4) This time is to increase the voter   

  turnout  
 (5) No correction required 
Q.41-45. Rearrange the following sentences 

(A),(B),(C), (D) and (E) in the proper 
sequence to form a   meaningful 
paragraph, then answer the questions 
given below them.

 A.  Not only is this planet squarely in  
  the Goldilocks zone –

 B. Astronomers hunting for another   
  Earth have found what may be the  
  closest match yet

 C.  That means the planet, which   
       
       
is 1,400 light-years away, could offer  
  a glimpse into the Earth's 

   apocalyptic future.
 D. A potentially rocky planet circling  

  its star at the same distance as 
the    E a r t h 
orbits the Sun.
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E.  Where life could exist because it is 
   neither too hot nor too cold to   

  support liquid water –its star looks  
  like an older cousin of our Sun.

Q.41.  Which of the following sentence would 
be THIRD after rearrangement?

  (1) A  (2) B
 (3) C  (4) D 
 (5) E 
Q.42.  Which of the following sentence would 

be FIFTH after rearrangement
 (1) A  (2) B 
 (3) C  (4) D 
 (5) E 
Q.43.  Which of the following sentence would 

be FIRST after rearrangement?

 (1) A  (2) B 
 (3) C  (4) D
 (5) E 
Q.44.  Which of the following sentence would 

be SECOND after rearrangement?
 (1) A  (2) B
 (3) C  (4) D 
 (5) E
Q.45.  Which of the following sentence would 

be FOURTH after rearrangement?
  (1) A  (2) B 
 (3) C  (4) D 
 (5) E 
Q.46-50. Rearrange the following sentences 

(A),(B),(C), (D), (E), (F) and (G) in the 
proper sequence to form a meaningful 
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paragraph, then answer the questions 
given below them.

 (A)The bereaved and amid continued  
  unease about the slipshod conditions  
  inside the athletes village, 

 (B) According to Rio de Janeiro’s chief 

   inspector of labour conditions.

   Before a memorial ceremony for the 

   families of

 (C)Fatalities on Games-related   
  infrastructure projects.“It’s a   
  problem of management,”. “Eleven  
  people have died due to the

 (D)Olympic organisers have put  

   deadlines ahead of lives, resulting in

   the deaths of almost a dozen 

   construction workers, 

 (E) With about 50,000 workers on 40 

   major projects to build stadiums, 

   roads, tunnels, museums and the 

   subway extension.

 (F) Rio has been a hive of construction 

   activity in the past three years as the 

   city prepared for the Olympics

 (G) Rushed construction caused by 

   delays and poor planning was the 
   primary factor in the high number of
Q.46.  Which sentence would be the FIRST 

sentence after the rearrangement of the 
above mentioned sentences?

 (1) A  (2) B 
 (3) D  (4) C
 (5) E 
Q.47.  Which sentence would be the THIRD 

sentence after the rearrangement of the 
above mentioned sentences?

 (1) A  (2) G 
 (3) D  (4) C
 (5) E 
Q.48.  Which sentence would be the LAST 

sentence after the rearrangement of the 
above mentioned sentences?

 (1) C (2) B 
 (3) D  (4) G
 (5) F
Q.49.  Which sentence would be the FOURTH 

sentence after the rearrangement of the 
above mentioned sentences?

 (1) A  (2) F
 (3) D  (4) G
 (5) E 
Q.50.  Which sentence would be the SECOND 

sentence after the rearrangement of the 
above mentioned sentences?

 (1) F (2) B 
 (3) G  (4) C
 (5) E 
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EXPLANATION
Q.1.(5)  No error

Q.2.(5)  No error

Q.3.(3)  ‘seen’ should replace ‘soon’

Q.4.(3)    ‘bank accounts’ should be used

Q.5.(4)    ‘needs’ should be used

Q.6.(4)    ‘Movement’ should replace ‘move’- 
A noun is to be used.

Q.7.(5)  No error

Q.8.(3)   ‘Much’ should replace ‘more’ 
– ‘more’ cannot be used with 
comparative degrees of adjectives.

Q.9.(5)   No error

Q.10.(1)  ‘Agencies’ should replace ‘agency’- 
plural noun is to be used. 

Q.11.(3) Replace contentiously with

 contentious.

Q.12.(1)   Replace separate with separately

Q.13.(5)   No error

Q.14.(2)   Replace rose with raised

Q.15.(2)   Replace been with be

Q.16.(4)  ‘Make’ should replace ‘made’- after 
‘to’- first form of verb should be 
used without ‘s’ or ‘es’

Q.17.(1)   ‘At’ should replace ‘on’- ‘Aimed’ is 
always followed by ‘at’

Q.18.(4)  one's own at the place of ones own

Q.19.(5)   No error

Q.20.(3)  implementation should replace  
implement

Q.21.(4)   its is used for team

Q.22.(3)   innings is correct form of noun.

Q.23.(4)   buoyed by a pick up 

Q.24.(5)   No Correction Required 

Q.25.(2) would+v1=would  impose

Q.26.(3) Disabled’ refers to ‘the community 
of disabled people’

Q.27.(1) ‘Entertain’ means ‘deal with/
resolve’

Q.28.(5) Verb is to be used in past form.

Q.29.(4) ‘Alternate space’ means ‘any other 
place’

Q.30.(5) No correction required 

Q.31.(4) Rate of the rupee at

Q.32.(3) Increased buying by

Q.33.(2)  Changes in UK visa rules

Q.34.(5) No Correction Required 

Q.35.(1) ‘Active’ means ‘functioning’ in the 
given sentence.

Q.36.(3) ‘Going by’ means ‘estimating’ in 
the given sentence.

Q.37.(5) No correction required 

Q.38.(2) Addicted’ is always followed by ‘to’

Q.39.(1) ‘Production’ and ‘marketing’ both 
serve as nouns, in the given sentence.

Q.40.(4) This time is to increase the voter 
turnout 

Q.41.(1) A 

Q.42.(3) C 

Q.43.(2)  B 

Q.44.(4) D 

Q.45.(5) E 

Q.46.(3) D 

Q.47.(3) D 

Q.48.(3) D 

Q.49.(4) G

Q.50.(2) B 
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