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 This is the second week of your going 
through Study Notes, you’ve completed 
one chapter of grammar section was 
‘NOUN’ and some of the questions related 
to the chapter and exam matter as well. It’s 
high time to move to the next step of the 
section, in these pages you will be covering 
some of the important highlights for SBI 
Clerk Prelims-2018. It will surely going to 
help you strengthen your command over 
English Section.

 The next chapter we have for the 
discussion is ‘Preposition’; this is the 
chapter which is very important and most 
confusing chapter, once you’ve learnt the 
chapter well, it will be helpful in Error 
Detection, Phrase Correction, Sentence 

Improvement and of course ‘Fillers’ too, 
you will also find some help in this section 
too.

 Let’s have a look at this chapter from Basic 
concepts.

 Here the word ‘pre’ means ‘before’ while 
‘positon’ means ‘place’.

 Definition:-

 A preposition is a word which is used 
before a noun or pronoun to show its 
relation with the other words of the 
sentences; as, 

 Use of ‘Over’

 # 'Over' is used in the sense of ‘louder than 
something'; as, 

 # I couldn't hear what he said over the noise 
of the traffic. 

 Note :
(i)  Over and above' means 'in addition to 

something'; as,
 # There are other factors over and above 

those we have discussed. 
(ii)  'Overall' is used in the sense of 'including 

all the things or people that are involved in 
a particular situation'; as, 

 # There will be winners in each of three age 
groups, and one Over all winner. 

 # Use of 'Upon' 
 # 'Upon' is used to express 'things in motion'; 

as, 
 # The dog sprang upon the table. 
 # The lion sprang upon the prey. 

 Note : 
 (i) 'Upon' is used in the sense of 'on"; as, 

 # The decision was based upon two 
considerations. 

(ii)  'Upon' is used to emphasize that there is a 
large number of amount of something; as, 

 # Mile upon mile of dusty road. 
 # Thousands upon thousands of letters. 

(iii) ‘Upon’ is usually used in more formal 
contexts or in phrases such as 
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 # Once upon a time. 

 # Row upon row of seats.

(iv) ‘Almost upon you' is used in the sense of 
'If something in the future is almost upon 
you. it is going to arrive or happen very 
soon’; as, 

 # The summer season was almost upon them 
again. 

 Use of 'Below' 

 Rule (1): 

 'Below' is used in the sense of 'lower than'; 

as. 

 # My father is below seventy. (correct)

 # MV father is under seventy. (wrong)

 Rule (2): 

 'Below' is used in the sense of 'less than'; 
as, 

 # His income is below Rs. 2000/- a month. 
(correct)

 # His income is under Rs. 2000/- a month. 
(wrong)

 # Rule (3): ‘Below’ is used in the sense of 
‘Inferior to’; as,

 # This work is below my dignity. (correct)

 # This work is under my dignity. (wrong)

 Note :-

(1)  ‘Below’ is also used in the sense of ‘at or 
to a lower level or position than somebody/
something’; as,

 # He dived below the surface of the water.
 # Please do not write below this line.
 # Skirts will be worn below (long enough to 

cover) the knee.
(2) ‘Below’ is used in the sense of – ‘of a 

lower amount or standard than somebody/
something’; as,

 # The temperatures remained below freezing 
all day.

 # Her work was well below average for the 
class.

(3)  ‘Below’ is used in the sense of ‘of a lower 
rank or of less importance than somebody/
something’; as,

 # A police sergeant is below as inspector.
Remember:-

 # ‘Below’ is used in the following senses as 
an adverb:-

 # ‘at or to a lower level, position or place’; 
as,

 # They live on the floor below.
 # I could still see the airport building far 

below.
 Use Of 'Under'r' 
 Rule (1):  
 'Under 'is used in the sense of 'in, to, or 

through a position that is IV'Iovv some/
hing'; as, 

 # He was sitting under the tree. 
 # Cat is sitting under the chair. 
 # Have you looked under the bed? 
 # She placed the ladder under just lower 

than) the window. 
 # The dog squeezed under the gate and ran 

into the road. 
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 Rule (2) : 
 Under' is used in the sense of 'under the 

power of' ; as, 
 # A writer is under the publisher. 
 # Administration is under the government. 

 Rule (3) : 
 'Under' is used in the sense of 'less than'; 

as, 
 # She was under age. 

 Rule (4) : 
 'Under' is used in the sense of 'according 

to'; 
 # The police arrested the terrorist under the 

warrant Of the court.
 # I inherited the property under my mother’s 

Will. 
 Rule (5) :
 'Under' is used in the sense Of 'in the 

course of'; ‘during the time Of'; as, 
 # He has written this book under suspicion. 
 # His income is below Rs. 5000/- a month. 
 # His income is under Rs. 3000 / - a month. 

 Use of ‘Beneath’
 # Beneath is used in the sense of ‘in or to a 

lower position than somebody/something’; 
as,

 # He was sitting beneath the tree.
 # They found the body buried beneath a pile 

of leaves.
 # They boat sank beneath the waves.
 # But- Beneath is also used in the sense of 

‘not good enough for somebody’
 # He considers such jobs beneath him.
 # They thought she had married beneath her. 

(married a man of lower social status)
 # Note:- Both under and Beneath are used 

without any differences in the sense of 
‘in or to a lower position than somebody/
something’

 Use of ‘Behind’
 Rule:- (1) 
 ‘Behind’ is used in  the sense of ‘at or 

towards the back of somebody/something’ 
and often hidden by it or them; as,

 # My daughter was hiding behind the door.
 # He had left nothing behind him.
 # Don’t forget to lock the door behind you.
 # The sun disappeared behind the clouds.

 Rule:- (2) 

 ‘Behind’ is used in the sense of ‘making 
less progress than somebody/something’

 # He is behind the rest of the class in reading.

 # We are behind schedule.

 Rule:- (3) 

 ‘Behind’ is used in the sense of 
‘responsible for starting or developing 
something’

 # What is behind that happy smile (what is 
causing it)?

 # He was the man behind the plan to build a 
new hospital.

 Rule:- (4) 

 ‘Behind’ is used to say ‘that something is 
in somebody’s past’

 # The accident is behind you now, so try to 
forget it.
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 # She has ten years’ useful experience behind 
her.

 Note:-
 # ‘Behind’ is used in the sense of ‘at or 

towards the back of somebody/something’ 
further back, in the place where somebody/
something is or was, as an adverb

 # She rode off down the road with the dog 
running behind.

 # He was shot from behind as he ran away.
 # I was told to stay behind after school.

 Use of ‘By’
 Rule :- (1) 
 ‘By’ is used in the sense of ‘near someboy/

something’ at the side of ‘somebody/
something’. In this sense, By and beside 
are used instead of ‘each other’.

 # The child came and sat by her.
 # The child came and sat beside her.
 # Her village is by the river.
 # Her village is beside the river.

 Rule :- (2) 
 ‘By’ is used in the sense of ‘no later than’ 

the time mentioned’ before the pointed out 
time, till as

 # The Rajdhani Express will arrive here by 
11 O’clock.

 # By the end of this month, she will have 
returned from Mumbai.

 # He will have informed the police of the 
accident by tomorrow morning.

 # By this time next week, we shall be in New 
York.

 Use of ‘Of’
 Rule :- (1) 
 ‘Of’ is used in the sense of ‘to express 

cause’
 # She died of fever.
 # He died of malaria.
 # His wife is tired of work.
 # I am fond of music.

 Rule (2) ‘Of’ is used in the sense of ‘to 
express relation or possession’

 # Mr. A.K. Thakur is the son of ‘Shree 
Ramhari Mohan’.

 # This is the publication of Sujataji.
 Use of ‘Around’ and ‘Round’
 Rule :- (1) 
 ‘Around’ is used in the sense of 

‘surrounding somebody/something’ ‘on 
each side of something’,

 # They were sitting around the garden.
 # Stop walking around and start some 

business.

 # The house is built around a central 
courtyard.

 # Our house is just around the corner.
 # Use of ‘Amid’ and ‘Amidst’
 # Amid/Amidst is used in the sense of ‘in the 

middle of ’ to denote place
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 # A beautiful girl was sitting amid/amidst the 
young.

 # There was a small cottage amid/amidst the 
building.

 # Amid/Amidst is used in the sense of ‘in the 
middle of ’ before uncountable nouns. But 
Among or Amongst is not used in the sense

 # Honesty is useless amid/amidst dishonesty.
 Use of 'Till' and 'Until' 

 # 'Till' or 'Until' is used in the sense of 'up to 
the point in time or the event mentioned') 
before ending time while 'from' is used 
before starting time; as, 

 # He works in the factory from 9 a.m. ti113 
p.m. 

 # He works in the factory from 9 a.m. until 3 
p.m. 

 #  The street is full of traffic from morning 
till night. 

 # He continued working up until his death. 
 # Use of 'From ' 

 Rule (1): 
 'From' is used in the sense of to express 

separation ( to separate from a particular 
place); as, 

 # He has come from Mumbai. 
 # The wind blew from the South. 
 # The fruits have fallen from this tree. 

 Rule (2): 
 'During' is used before 'certain period of 

time'  
 # During the war 
 # During the strike 
 # During the meeting 
 # During the middle age 
 # During Dipawali 
 # During Holi 
 # During the summer 

 Rule (3) :
 'During' is used to express the sense Of 

State; 
 # The people suffer hardship during the war. 

 Rule (4) 
 'During' is used to show 'habit during the 

action, 
 # During the dinner he talked about his plan. 

 Rule (5) 
 #  'During' is used in the sentence of 'at some 

point in a period of time'; as, 
 # He was taken to the hospital during the 

night. 

 # I only saw her once during my stay in 
Delhi.

 # Daniel and Rachel each ask Vicky a 
question. In each question, the word what 
is the object of a
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 # preposition (for, about).
 # What are you looking for? (You are 

looking for something.)
 # What are you worrying about? (You are 

worrying about something.)
 # The preposition normally comes in the 

same place as in a statement: looking for, 
worrying about.

 # For what are-you looking?  (wrong)
 # About what are-you-worrying? (wrong)
 # But in more formal English, the 

preposition can come before the question 
word. 

 # In which warehouse were the goods 
stored?

 OR 
 # Which warehouse were the goods stored 

in? 
 # In formal English we use a preposition + 

whom (not who). 
 # From whom did you obtain the 

information? 
 OR 

 # Who did you obtain the information from?
 Note:-

 # Now, we have completed some important 
prepositions and their usage. Now let’s 
come to the questions related to the 
chapter and others. Moreover, check your 
knowledge how much you have learnt in 
this chapter.
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Q.1-10. In the following sentence, three parts 
i.e. (A), (B) and (C) are given, there 
can be error(s) in one or all parts of the 
sentence, you will have to choose the 
incorrect part(s) of the sentence and 
mark your answer accordingly.

Q.1. With the development of infrastructure 
such as expressways, there should also 
be concern over an increasing number of 
road accidents (A)/ being caused due to 
the quality of vehicle tyres, a series of 
accidents are said to have been caused 
due (B)/ to tyres bursting at high speed 
due to which the vehicle overturns 
causing injuries and at times casualties. 
(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only C
 (3) Both A and C (4) All A, B and C
 (5) No Error
Q.2. The trend is being drive largely by 

the same forces (A)/ that have fuelled 
Asia’s economic growth in recent 
decades(B)/ unbridled globalization and 
technological progressive.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only C
 (3) Both A and C (4) All A, B and C
 (5) No Error
Q.3. New technologies raise demand for 

skilled workers,(A)/ while reducing 
demand for their less-skilled 
counterparts(B)/ a trend that fuels the 
expansion of the wage gap among 
skilled and unskilled.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Both B and C
 (3) Only C (4) Both A and C
 (5) No Error
Q.4. Income inequality often go hand in hand 

with (A)/ inequality of opportunity and 
with limit educational and economic 
prospects,(B)/ talented youth from 
disadvantage backgrounds end up 
running in place.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Both B and C

 (3) Only C (4) All A, B and C

 (5) No Error

Q.5. Asian countries need to change (A)/ 
the rules of the game, providing 
opportunities for youth,(B)/ whatever 
their background, to ascend the income 
ladder.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Both B and C

 (3) Only C (4) All A, B and C

 (5) No Error

Q.6. To be sure, some Asian governments 
(A)/ has been attempting to tackle 
inequality(B)/ with progressive 
redistribution policies. (C)

 (1) Only A (2) Both B and C

 (3) Only B (4) Only B

 (5) No Error

Q.7. The Indians who migrate to western 
countries often finds it humorous to 
see (A)/ some westerners struggling to 
pronounce their names even (B)/ the 
simplest names are often mispronounced 
by some, making one wonder how it can 
be possible. (C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only C

 (3) Both A and C (4) All A, B and C

 (5) No Error

Q.8. Consider the Venezuelan government’s 
decision, in the late 1990s,(A)/ to 
implement populist redistributive 
policies, without addressing(B)/ the 
economy’s overreliance on the oil 
industry and lack of competitiveness.
(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only C

 (3) Both A and C (4) All A, B and C

 (5) No Error
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Q.9. The best way to enhance both equity and 
growth (A)/ is effective development of 
human capital, which not only supports 
higher incomes today,(B)/ but also 
ensuring intergenerational mobility 
tomorrow.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only C
 (3) Both A and C (4) Only B
 (5) No Error
Q.10. Asia needs to improve further the quality 

of its higher education,(A)/ reforming 
curricula to ensure that young people 
(B)/ is getting the knowledge and skills 
they need to prepare them for the labour 
market.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only C
 (3) Both A and C (4) Only B
 (5) No Error
Q.11-15.In each of the following sentences 

there are two blank spaces. Below each 
five pairs of words have been denoted 
by numbers (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5). 
Find out which pair of words can be 
filled up in the blanks in the sentences in 
the same sequence to make the sentence 
meaningfully complete

Q.11. As ______ head of organization, he 
attended social functions and civil 
meeting, but had no _____ in the 
formulation of company policy.

 (1) hypothetical, vote
 (2) titular, role
 (3) nominal ,competition
 (4) former, pride
 (5) per, choice
Q.12. Education is _____ because electronic 

networks and software - driven 
technologies are beginning to ________ 
economic barriers between nations.

 (1) Ambiguous, break
 (2) Vital, breakdown

 (3) Cumbersome, humbly
 (4) Central, dismantle
 (5) Optional, grow
Q.13. Even though the region was prone to 

hurricanes, the ________ of the tornado 
last year was _______.

 (1) levity, lethal
 (2) portent, poignant
 (3) inevitability, mercurial
 (4) ferocity, unprecedented
 (5) breakdown, disaster
Q.14. The officers threatened to take _______ 

if their men were ________ by the 
conquered  villages.

 (1) measures, enhanced
 (2) reprisals, endangered
 (3) liberties, irritated
 (4) affront, enervated
 (5) step, coward
Q.15. We can coax physical nature into 

____________ many of our wishes but 
we cannot ________ authority over it or 
make it change its ways .

 (1) Granting, empower
 (2) Satisfying, exercise
 (3) Satiate, display
 (4) Stimulating,  exercise
 (5) Asking, allow
Q.16-20. Which of the phrases (1), (2), (3) and 

(4) given below each sentence should 
replace the phrase printed in bold 
to make the sentence grammatically 
correct, if the sentence is correct, Mark 
(5) is “No correction required” as the 
answer.

Q.16. They are social insects, living in 
communities regulated by definite laws, 
each member of society bearing well - 
defined and separate part in the work of 
a colony.
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 (1) who is living in communities 

 (2) living among a community

 (3) who lives with a community

 (4) lives with a community

 (5) No correction required

Q.17. Due to these reason we are all in favour 
of universal compulsory education.

 (1) Out of these reasons

 (2) For these reasons 

 (3) By these reasons

 (4) Because of this reason

 (5) No correction required

Q.18. No one could explain how a calm and 
balanced person like him could penetrate 
such a mindless act on his friends.

 (1) Will perpetuate

 (2) Could perpetrate

 (3) Can precipitate

 (4) Penetrated

 (5) No correction required

Q.19. His power desire brought about his 
downfall.

 (1) His intense desire

 (2) His desire for power

 (3) His desire in  

 (4) His fatal desire 

 (5) No correction required

Q.20. If the room have been brighter, I would 
have been able to read for a while before 
bed time.

 (1) If the room was brighter

 (2) If the room are brighter

 (3) Had the room been brighter  

 (4) If the room was bright 

 (5) If the room was bright 

Q.21-30.In the following passage there are blanks 
each of which has been numbered. These 
numbers are printed below the passage 
and against each five words have been 
suggested, one of which fits the blanks 
appropriately. Find out the appropriate 
word in each case.

 Thousands of people in the city, 
who either do not have Metrowater 
connections and those who live in 
neighbourhoods where supply is (21), 
are forced to consume impure water 
delivered by tankers.

 If water from a tanker is (22) into a clean 
glass and held up to light, chances are it 
will be off-colour and sediment filled. 
The water, which usually contains a host 
of disease-causing (23) including fecal 
coli forms, is also likely to contain rust 
from tankers in which it is transported.

 Too few of the hundreds of vehicles 
in the city have rust-proof coating 
or anti-corrosive paint on the (24) of 
water tankers to prevent contamination. 
Residents of some localities allege that 
private operators use the oil to transport 
water.

 Water contaminated by rust can be 
dangerous if a person has a wound in the 
mouth or food pipe or has a compromised 
(25) system. Private tankers are supposed 
to add chlorine in the water and coat the 
interiors walls with bleach to (26) algae 
growth. Water suppliers don’t follow 
these rules. A 12,000-litre water tanker 
should use chlorine and 20g-25g of 
bleaching powder to prevent growth of 
algae. Private operators supply water to 
apartment complexes, hospitals, hotels 
and other establishments in the city. 
Several customers complain that the 
suppliers (27) water from bore wells and 
open tanks and deliver it to residents 
without any (28). Suppliers of drinking 
water must have a food business operator 
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license under the Food Safety and 
Standards (Licensing and Registration) 
Regulations, 2011. But the food safety 
department and corporation have 
stopped inspections for the license and 
don’t regularly test water (29). Private 
operators flout colour coding rules as it’s 
easier for them to (30) authorities. All 
tankers carrying drinking water should 
be painted blue to indicate as much, but 
very few are. This allows operators to 
claim that the water is meant for other 
purposes, like for use in construction.

Q.21. (1) occasionally (2) infrequent
 (3) regular (4) disconnect
 (5) constantly
Q.22. (1) rolled (2) filter
 (3) carried (4) poured
 (5) rushed
Q.23. (1) adulterated (2) pollution
 (3) filthy (4) technology
 (5) contaminants

Q.24. (1) inside (2) surface
 (3) bottom (4) top
 (5) layer
Q.25. (1) working (2) digest
 (3) immune (4) diet
 (5) thought
Q.26. (1) baffle (2) deviate
 (3) observation (4) prevent
 (5) release
Q.27. (1) hold (2) contain
 (3) push (4) hoard
 (5) draw
Q.28. (1) purification (2) hesitate
 (3) momentum (4) demand
 (5) corruption
Q.29. (1) taste (2) frequency
 (3) samples (4) discharge
 (5) colour
Q.30. (1) prove (2) perplexed
 (3) refuse (4) dodge
 (5) manipulates
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Q.31-40.Read the following passage carefully 
and answer the questions given below it. 
Certain words   have been printed in bold 
to help you locate them while answering 
some questions.

  Today’s consumers are more 
enlightened and empowered than ever. 
And they are placing ever-greater 
demands on their retailers to either “get 
it right” or lose their business. Driving 
consumer behaviour rapidly are new 
technologies that allow them access 
to huge amounts of information about 
retailers and their offerings. They know 
more than ever about what they want, 
how they want it and who they want it 
from.

  Besides, they are willing to explore 
new ways to interface with their retailers 
of choice. And an increasing number 
are willing to use digital television and 
their mobile phones to shop and make 
purchases by sending a text message 
or pressing a button on their television 
remotes. Shoppers especially younger 
Generation Y consumers are also 
increasingly using social media and 
alternative channels to communicate 
with and about their retailers.

  Keeping pace with today’s 
empowered consumers is essential for the 
retailer hoping for long-term prosperity. 
This is important as consumers will 
expect anytime access to the information, 
products and services they want. And 
those retailers that deliver what they 
demand will thrive. Smarter consumers 
will thus produce smarter retailers, 
retailers that are better equipped to win 
a bigger share of the minds, hearts and 
wallets of the consumers they delight.

  Many consumers are also willing 
to use these technologies to interact 
with retailers in new ways, but they 
want to use different technologies for 

different tasks. They want to use Web 
sites primarily to compare prices and 
print coupons, in-store kiosks to review 
product features and mobile phones 
to locate the nearest store. Moreover, 
retailers are not their only sources of 
information. Millions of people are now 
interconnected via social networking 
sites like Facebook and Twitter. They 
listen to other consumers, which 
influences the purchasing decisions they 
make. One-third of the consumers we 
polled are likely to “follow” a retailer 
on a social network, chiefly to trial new 
products and get preferred customer 
status.

  In fact, most consumers whether or 
not they use social media are ready to 
collaborate with retailers to co-create 
new products and services that meet 
their needs.

  Consumers are becoming not only 
more informed and more interconnected, 
but also increasingly intelligent; they 
have more clearly defined ideas about 
what they want from retailers than ever 
before. Research points out retailers 
should focus first on offering better 
promotions and prices and making 
product improvements. This is vital as 
consumers want personalised discounts 
and consistently available products, 
followed by better value, quality and 
variety. A majority would spend more 
money with their current retailer, if it 
made the improvements they suggested.

  Certainly, it’s a shopper’s market. 
Smarter consumers know what they 
want and expect to be heard, so any 
retailer that hopes to succeed must keep 
pace with them. It must consolidate 
its infrastructure to provide accurate 
information and consistent product 
availability; embrace the shopping 
channels smarter consumers prefer; and 
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use analytics to develop personalized 
offerings. But smarter consumers are 
not only more demanding; they are also 
more disposed to help. They are ready to 
collaborate in the development of new 
products and services, and to reward 
those retailers that listen to them. It is 
high time for the retailers to make the 
best use of technology to streamline 
costs, reduce inefficiencies, aid 
product development and speed go-to-
market activities. They must build new 
capabilities to better understand, track 
and respond to consumer preferences, to 
stay ahead of the curve.

Q.31. How can smarter consumers produce 
smarter retailers?

 (1) Smarter consumers will choose the  
 best products or services only and  
 reject the ones which do not provide  
 quality

 (2) Smarter consumers possess wide   
 knowledge of the product range and  
 can give feedback for improvement

 (3) They can pressurize the retailers to  
 bring the price to the minimum level  
 threatening to move to other products  
 or the same quality and segment

 (4) They can compel the retailers to   
 provide best of products or services  
 at a reasonable price

 (5) It is not possible
Q.32 Which of the following means are used 

by the consumers to connect to the 
retailers and compare their products or 
services?

 (A) Social media  
 (B) Digital television
 (C) Letter             
 (D) Mobile phones
 (1) Only A and C (2) Only B and C
 (3) All except C (4) All except D
 (5) All of the above

Q.33. Which of the following is TRUE in 
context of the passage?

 (1) Consumers are becoming more   
 informed and more interconnected

 (2) New technologies are driving   
 consumer behaviour rapidly

 (3) Retailers must track and respond to  
 consumer preferences

 (4) A number of consumers use digital  
 television and their mobile phones  
 to shop and make purchases

 (5) All of the above
Q.34. What is meant by “get it right” as 

mentioned in the passage?
 (1) To learn a lesson from the past
 (2) To fulfill the demands of the   

 consumers
 (3) Strive to achieve excellence in their  

 field
 (4) To create a competitive market
 (5) Not mentioned in the passage
Q.35. Which of the following factors is not 

connected to the consumer’s expectation 
from the retailers?

 (1) Time taken to launch the product 
 (2) Value for money
 (3) Quality of the product
 (4) Range of the product
 (5) Personalized discount offered
Q.36. For what reasons, do consumers use 

mobile phones, websites and in-store 
kiosks, as mentioned in the passage?

 (1) Locate the nearest store, compare  
 prices and print coupons, review   
 product features

 (2) Connect to retailers, locate the   
 nearest store, review product   
 features

 (3) Review product features, locate the 
  nearest store, and connect to retailers
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 (4) Compare prices and print coupons,
  review product features, locate the  

 nearest store
 (5) Connect to retailers, review product 
  features, compare prices and print  

 coupons
Q.37. Choose the word most SIMILAR in 

meaning to the word printed in bold, as 
used in the passage.

 Explore
 (1) Hunt (2) Disclose
 (3) Realize (4) Analysis
 (5) Find
Q.38. Choose the word most SIMILAR in 

meaning to the word printed in bold, as 
used in the passage.

 Empowered

 (1) Licensed (2) Aware
 (3) Authorized (4) Vindictive
 (5) Confirmed
Q.39. Choose the word which is most nearly 

the OPPOSITE in meaning as the word 
printed in bold as used in the passage.

 Vital
 (1) Guaranteed (2) Practical
 (3) Trivial (4) Meaningful
 (5) Critical
Q.40. Choose the word which is most nearly 

the OPPOSITE in meaning as the word 
printed in bold as used in the passage.

 Streamline
 (1) Accumulate (2) Focus
 (3) Increase (4) Scatter
 (5) Interpret
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Q.1.(5)
Q.2.(3) In part A- being driven
 In part C- technological progress
Q.3.(3) In part C: between skilled and 

unskilled
Q.4.(4) In part A: often goes
 In part B: limited educational and 

economic prospects
 In part C: disadvantaged 

backgrounds
Q.5.(5)
Q.6.(3) In part B: have been attempting
Q.7.(1) In part A: find it humorous
Q.8.(5)
Q.9.(2) In part C: but also ensures
Q.10.(4)
Q.11.(2) Titular, role
 Titular means having the title of a 

position but not the responsibilities, 
duties or power.

Q.12.(4) Central, dismantle
 Dismantle means to take a machine 

a part or to come apart into separate 
pieces.

Q.13.(4) Ferocity, unprecedented
 Ferocity means intensity or element 

of fear.
 unprecedented means happening as 

never before
 For other options :
  Levity means improper treatment of 

something serious.
 Lethal means fatal or deadly

 Portent means warning of a future 
unpleasant event

 Poignant means causing sadness
 Mercurial means fast but temporary.
Q.14.(2) Reprisals, endangered
 reprisal means retaliatory action
 For other options :
 Affront means insult
 Enervate means to weaken
Q.15.(2)  Satisfying, exercise.
 we can satisfy the wishes and 

exercise authority over someone or 
something.

Q.16.(5)  Q.17.(2) Q.18.(2) Q.19.(2)
Q.20. (3) Q.21.(2) Q.22.(4) Q.23.(5)
Q.24.(1) Q.25(3) Q.26.(4) Q.27.(5)
Q.28.(1) Q.29.(3) 
Q.30.(4)
Q.31.(4)  They can compel the retailers to 

provide best of products or services 
at a reasonable price

Q.32. (3) All except C
Q.33. (5) All of the above
Q.34. (3) Strive to achieve excellence in their 

field
Q.35. (1) Time taken to launch the product
Q.36. (1) Locate the nearest store, compare 

prices and print coupons, review 
product features

Q.37. (5) Find
Q.38. (2) Aware
Q.39. (3) Trivial
Q.40. (4) Scatter
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