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 India's largest LNG importer Petronet has signed an agreement to set up a $950 million 

liquefied natural gas import project in Bangladesh. 

 Google at its SMB-focused event in New Delhi announced two new initiatives for small 

and medium businesses in India - Digital Unlocked and My Business Websites. The 

event was helmed by Google CEO Sundar Pichai, who spoke about the power of the 

Internet to transform entrepreneurship.  

 Wind turbine maker Suzlon Group said that it has bagged 105 megawatt (MW) order 

from Axis Energy Group in Andhra Pradesh.  

 The Indian economy is expected to grow at 7.1 per cent this fiscal -- without the impact 

of demonetisation being taken into consideration, according to an official advance 

estimate of Central Statistics Office (CSO) for the year released. The actual expansion 

in the first six months of 2016-17 stood at 7.1 per cent. 

 The tax department said that General Anti-Avoidance Rule (GAAR) will kick in from 

April 1, 2017.  

 Making trading in mutual funds more convenient for investors, BSE announced the 

launch of the ‘BSE STAR MF’ mobile application.The app is currently available to 

android mobile users.BSE runs the mutual fund trading platform — BSE STAR MF — 

the largest MF distributor platform in India with more than 4 lakh SIPs (Systematic 

Investment Plans) per month. 

 Rockman Industries, the auto-components arm of the USD 5 billion Hero Group, has 

forayed into carbon composites space by acquiring majority stake in Surat-based Moldex 

Composites in a deal valued at around Rs. 100 crore.  

 The World Bank has pared India’s growth forecast for FY17 to 7% from 7.6% estimated 

earlier, attributing it partly to demonetisation of high-value currency notes.  

 India is still forecast to retain its position as the world’s fastest growing major economy 

ahead of China, which is forecast to grow 6.7% in 2016.  

 Moving ahead with the strategic sale of Pawan Hans, the government said it will sell its 

entire 51 per cent stake and transfer the management control of the helicopter service 

operator. 

 Pawan Hans is a joint venture where state-owned ONGC holds 49 per cent. 



 In one of the biggest aircraft orders by an Indian airline, Spice Jet announced it will buy 

up to 205 Boeing planes worth $22 billion (Rs. 1.5 lakh crore). 

 Spice Jet chairman Ajay Singh, who brought the airline back from the verge of closure 

two years back, said the order is a firm one for 155 Boeing 737-8 Max and 50 purchase 

rights for wide body long haul planes like Dreamliner and the B-737s. 

 Unemployment in India is projected to witness marginal increase between 2017 and 

2018, signalling stagnation in job creation in the country, according to a UN labour 

report. The United Nations International Labour Organisation (ILO) released its 2017 

World Employment and Social Outlook report, which finds economic growth trends 

lagging behind employment needs and predicts both rising unemployment and 

worsening social inequality throughout 2017. 

 Mobile handset brand Gionee has roped in Indian test captain Virat Kohli as the brand 

ambassador. The poster boy for Indian cricket will be joining Bollywood actor Alia Bhatt 

who was roped in a few months ago.  

 Deploys Tata Communications' Wi-Fi+ solution for providing BSNL subscribers Wi-Fi 

network access internationally. 

 Bharat Sanchar Nigam has partnered with Tata Communications to deliver a high-

quality mobile experience and accelerate how its subscribers use Wi-Fi internationally. 

 In an update of its flagship publication the World Economic Outlook, the IMF said India 

is likely to grow by 6.6 per cent only in FY17, down from 7.6 per cent estimated earlier 

and marginally behind China that is pegged to grow at 6.7 per cent in 2016. 

 According to United Nations report said that India is projected to grow by 7.7 per cent 

in fiscal 2017, remaining the fastest growing large developing economy, as it benefits 

from strong private consumption and gradual introduction of significant domestic 

reforms. 

 Kishore Biyani-led Future Consumer has forged a joint venture with Tilda Hain India 

Pvt, part of US' Hain Celestial Group Inc, to manufacture and sell food products in the 

health and wellness space in India.  

 Hong Kong, a Special Administrative Region of China, would open an Economic and 

Trade Office (ETO) in India to strengthen trade ties and investment linkages. 

 The ETO would go a long way in strengthening trade, economic and investment linkages 

between India and Hong Kong, a press release from the Indian Consulate in Hong Kong 

said. 



 Ant Financial, e-commerce giant Alibaba's financial arm, has reached an agreement to 

acquire American money-transfer major MoneyGram for $880 million, in a deal that 

will expand the firm's business in the US after India and Thailand. 

 The Competition Commission has approved French firm Schneider Electric's proposed 

purchase of the remaining 26 per cent in power backup solutions provider Luminous. 

 In 2011, Schneider Electric had acquired 74 per cent of Luminous Power Technologies 

(LPT) for a total consideration of Rs. 1,400 crore.Competition Commission of India 

(CCI), which keeps a tab on unfair business ways, has approved the deal to acquire the 

remaining stake, as per the regulator's website. 

 Australia-listed Liquefied Natural Gas Ltd (LNG Ltd) has signed a pact to potentially 

supply gas from its planned Magnolia LNG project in the US to India for 20 years.  

 Competition Commission approved the proposed joint venture between Anil Ambani-

led group firm Reliance Aerostructure and Rafale-maker Dassault Aviation, one of the 

major deals in India’s private defence industry. 

 Paytm said it has received final approval of the Reserve Bank to formally launch its 

payments bank and it expects to start operations next month. Payments banks can accept 

deposits from individuals and small businesses of up to Rs. 1 lakh per account.  

 Even as the Central Statistics Office (CSO) revised downwards the GDP growth estimate 

for the current financial year to 7.1 per cent, SBI Research pegged it further down at 6.7 

per cent, citing the note-ban impact on consumption and therefore production. 

 Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) has launched a portal primarily for providing 

information on financial products available to facilitate exports, and delivering trade-

related information. 

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley inaugurated Airtel Payments Bank of Bharti Enterprises, 

which is being rolled out across the country with an investment of Rs. 3,000 crore. 

 Airtel first started its payments bank pilot in Rajasthan across 10,000 retail outlets on 

November 23, 2016, and later rolled out pilot services in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana. 

 According to Reserve Bank two small finance banks -- Suryoday and Utkarsh  

commenced operations.  

 With this, the number of small finance banks (SFBs) operating in India has risen to four. 

 In September 2015, the RBI had issued in-principle approval to 10 SFB applicants.  

CSO revises GDP growth for 2015-16 upwards to 7.9%  



Government has marginally revised upwards GDP growth for 2015-16 to 7.9 per cent 

from the earlier estimate of 7.6 per cent after factoring in latest data on agriculture and 

industrial production. According to the Central Statistics Office (CSO) data the real GDP 

or GDP at constant (2011-12) prices for 2015-16 and 2014-15 stands at Rs 113.58 lakh 

crore and Rs 105.23 lakh crore, respectively, showing growth of 7.9 per cent during 

2015-16 and 7.2 per cent during 2014-15. 

BSE makes stellar debut on NSE, lists at nearly 35% premium  

Shares of BSE made a stellar debut at the National Stock Exchange (NSE), surging 

nearly 35 percent against the issue price of Rs 806.The stock listed on NSE at Rs 1,085, 

reflecting a huge jump of 34.61 percent over the issue price. Later, it touched a high of 

Rs 1,200, up 48.88 percent. 

Tata Motors to launch new TAMO brand  

Tata Motors Ltd will introduce a new brand called TAMO, which will incubate new 

technologies and make cars to meet expectations of consumers, as the Indian carmaker 

aims to future-proof its business. 

Tata Steel UK signs 100 mn pound deal to sell unit to Liberty  

Tata Steel said it has signed a definitive agreement to sell Specialty Steel business in the 

UK to Liberty House Group for 100 million pounds (about Rs 840 crore).  

The UK-based Liberty House Group, led by Indian-origin executive chairman Sanjeev 

Gupta, said the deal secures the future of around 1,700 jobs directly, and thousands more 

in the supply chain and regional economy. 

Google bags first city Station Wi-fi deal from Pune Smart City Development 

Corporation  

Internet major Google has won its first city Wi-Fi deal in collaboration with companies 

like IBM, Larsen & Toubro (L&T) and RailTel from Pune Smart City Development 

Corporation Limited (PSCSCL), a special purpose (SPV) vehicle formed for the smart 

city mission in the city. 

Travelport Appoints Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) as its Primary Technology 

Partner  

Travelport, a leading Travel Commerce Platform providing distribution, technology, 

payment and other solutions for the global travel industry, has today named Tata 

Consultancy Services (TCS) as its primary technology partner.  

Ford to Invest $1 Billion in Artificial Intelligence Start-Up  



One of the oldest automakers in the United States is making a billion-dollar bet that one 

day, owning a car may not be a necessity of American life. 

Govt plans 'Indradhanush 2.0' for recapitalisation of public sector banks  

Government plans to come out with 'Indradhanush 2.0', a comprehensive plan for 

recapitalisation of public sector lenders, with a view to make sure they remain solvent 

and fully comply with the global capital adequacy norms, Basel-III.  

Reliance Defence signs warship repair pact with US Navy  

Months after India and US signed a key logistics pact, Reliance Defence and Engineering 

announced an agreement with the American Navy for repair and alteration services for 

warships of the largest forward- deployed Seventh Fleet operating in the region. 

Tata Motors, Microsoft India signed strategic agreement to leverage IoT & AI  

Tata Motors and Microsoft India on 16 February 2017 announced the signing of a 

strategic agreement to redefine connected and personalized driving experiences for 

Indian customers. The agreement was signed in the presence of Guenter Butschek, CEO 

& MD of Tata Motors and Anant Maheshwari, President, Microsoft India. 

Jio, Uber forge a strategic partnership  

Reliance Jio announced a strategic partnership with cab aggregator Uber, which will 

start with allowing users to pay for their rides through a prepaid wallet launched by 

Reliance Industries. 

Dish TV partners with ICICI Bank for digital payments  

Direct-to-home operator Dish TV Thursday said it has tied-up with private lender ICICI 

Bank for digital payments. 

Bharti Airtel completes acquisition of Augere Wireless  

Telecom operator Bharti Airtel today said that it has completed acquisition of Augere 

Wireless -- a company which holds one slot of 2,300 Mhz band spectrum in Madhya 

Pradesh circle. 

India’s GDP projected to slow to 6.6 per cent post-demonetization: IMF 

According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), India’s growth rate is projected to 

slow to 6.6 per cent in 2016-17 fiscal. 

Sun Pharma opens first production unit in Egypt 

Sun Pharma’s first production unit in Egypt involving a total investment of USD 12.5 

million was inaugurated, signaling growing business ties between India and the key 

Middle East nation. 



Bharti Airtel to buy Telenor’s India operations in Rs 7,000-cr deal 

Bharti Airtel announced buying out Norwegian telecom giant Telenor’s India operations 

for Rs 7,000crore. The announcement comes less than a month after rival Vodafone 

announced discussions with Idea Cellular for a possible merger. 

India's GDP growth to pick up again to 7.6 pc next year: DBS  

According to DBS report India's GDP growth is expected to pick up again to 7.6 per cent 

next year thanks to improving consumption, timely rains, higher public sector spending, 

and better export growth. 

IPL sponsorship: Gionee partners RCB; Kings XI with Hero Cycles  

Mobile handset maker Gionee India announced its association with Royal Challengers 

Bangalore, while Kings XI Punjab has roped in bicycle maker Hero Cycles as principal 

sponsor. 

BHEL sets up over 45K MW capacity; beats 12th Plan target 

State-owned power equipment maker BHEL said it has added 45,254 MW capacity 

during the 12th Five Year Plan period (2012-17) beating the targets set for the company. 

YouTube Go beta app launched in India  

After announcing its "Made for India" YouTube Go app during last September's 'Google 

for India' event here, Google's video-hosting platform YouTube released a beta version 

of the YouTube Go app in the Play Store in India. 

Twitter launches 'Lite' version for India  

Twitter launched a lighter version of its platform — Twitter Lite — in India, which is 

among its top five audience markets globally. With the help of this, Twitter services can 

be used by spending less data and fastly. 

Tata Motors receives order for 500 buses from Ivory Coast  

Homegrown auto major Tata Motors has received an order for 500 buses from Ivory 

Coast. Tata Motors said in a statement that as part of the deal, the company has handed 

over the first lot of 117 low-floor urban city buses to the African nation. 

Kotak arm for infra debt fund services gets RBI registration  

The Reserve Bank has issued a Certificate of Registration to Kotak Infrastructure Debt 

Fund, subsidiary of the Bank. 

India's Internet economy to reach $250 bn by 2020: Report  

India's Internet economy is set to touch USD 250 billion, driven by strong addition in 

online users and explosive growth in data consumption. 



NIIT-led consortium bags Rs 750-cr deal from Canada’s RECO  

Skills and talent development firm NIIT said a consortium led by its Canada unit has 

bagged a five-year deal from Real Estate Council of Ontario (RECO). 

Runaya Metsource forms Indian JV with Russian firm  

Runaya Metsource, a company promoted by Vedanta Ltd Chairman Navin Agarwal's 

son Naivedya Agarwal, has signed an agreement with Russian aluminium firm UC Rusal 

for a 50:50 joint venture in India.  

EBay, Flipkart partner to maximize India e-commerce opportunities  

Global e-commerce company eBay and Flipkart, have agreed to jointly pursue 

opportunities in the Indian market. Under this agreement, eBay will make a USD 500 

million cash investment in and sell its eBay.in business to Flipkart in exchange for an 

equity stake in Flipkart. 

Micromax ropes in Anil Kapoor as brand ambassador  

Electronics maker Micromax has roped in actor Anil Kapoor as its brand ambassador. 

Electronics maker Micromax expects its consumer durables vertical to contribute 25 per 

cent of total revenue in three years. 

FSSAI ties up with US firm to get access to global standards  

Food regulator FSSAI said it has entered into an agreement with US-based Decernis Ltd 

which will enable it to access various international regulations. 

CAD to widen significantly to 1.6% of GDP in 2017, report says  

India's current account deficit (CAD) is expected to widen to 1.6 per cent of GDP this 

year from 0.5 per cent in 2016, owing to higher commodity prices and an expected strong 

domestic recovery. 

Reliance Defence Ties Up With South Korean Firm to Boost Production  

Anil Ambani group firm Reliance Defence Limited (RDL) has entered into a strategic 

partnership with a leading South Korean defence major to jointly manufacture military 

hardware for India's armed forces. 

Economy to grow 7.2% in FY18; GST to have positive impact: World Bank  

According to World Bank's report on South Asian Economy, Indian economy will claw 

back to 7.2 percent growth in the current financial year 2017-18 and rise further to 7.5 

per cent in 2018-19. 

Retail inflation seen at 4.8% in financial year 2018, fears exaggerated: Report  



According to SBI’s research report Ecowrap, retail inflation is expected at 4.8 per cent 

for the current fiscal and fears in this regard are exaggerated as the country will continue 

to witness benign prices.  

India in $175-mn loan pact with WB to improve water management  

India signed a USD 175 million loan pact with the World Bank for National Hydrology 

Project that aims to improve management of water resources. 

IMF trims India's growth forecast to 7.2 percent for 2017  

The IMF trimmed India's annual growth forecast by 0.4 percentage points to 7.2 percent 

for 2017, citing the impact of demonetization. 

Steel output likely to rise 6% to 89 million tonnes in 2017 

India's finished steel products output is likely to reach 88.6 million tonnes in the current 

year, registering an increase of 5.7 per cent. 

Schneider to develop Naya Raipur smart city, signs pact 

Energy management and automation firm Schneider Electric India will develop 

Greenfield integrated smart city of Naya Raipur, the company announced. 

HCL Tech to acquire Urban Fulfillment Services for $30 mn 

India's fourth largest software services firm HCL Technologies said it will acquire US- 

based Urban Fulfillment Services (UFS) for up to USD 30 million (over Rs 193 crore) 

in cash. 
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RCom shareholders approve merger with Aircel 

Reliance Communications' (RCom) shareholders approved the merger of its wireless 

division with Aircel.  

Aditya Birla Group gets RBI licence to start payments bank  

The Aditya Birla Group said it has received licence from the Reserve Bank of India to 

start payments bank.  

NEFT transfer to get quicker as RBI cuts clearance time  

The Reserve Bank has decided to slash clearance time for National Electronic Funds 

Transfer (NEFT) in an attempt to enhance efficiency of the electronic payment system 

and add to customer convenience. 

RBI surprises with reverse repo hike  



The six-member Monetary Policy Committee of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)  kept 

the repo rate unchanged but raised the reverse repo rate by 25 basis points to narrow the 

corridor in which overnight money moves. 

Kotak arm for infra debt fund services gets RBI registration  

The Reserve Bank has issued a Certificate of Registration to Kotak Infrastructure Debt 

Fund, subsidiary of the Bank. 

RBI caps bank exposure to REITs, InvITs at 10%  

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) permitted banks to invest up to 10 per cent of the unit 

capital of a Real Estate Investment Trust (REITs) or Infrastructure Investment Trusts 

(InvITs). 

RBI to issue new Rs 5, 10 coins 

The Reserve Bank will soon put into circulation new Rs 10 coins that have been minted 

to commemorate 125th year of National Archives of India. 

 Postal Department, SBI join hands to promote cashless transactions  

Department of Posts has joined hands with State Bank of India to promote SBI buddy e-

wallet and POS machines for cashless transactions at Post Office counters while booking 

speed post and registered post items. 

SBI beats ONGC to become most-valued PSU firm in mcap  

State Bank of India (SBI) surpassed ONGC to become the country’s most valued state-

owned firm in terms of market valuation.  

BOB ties up with EM3 Agri for loans to boost farm incomes  

Public sector Bank of Baroda has inked a pact with EM3 Agri Services to give loan to 

farmers and rural entrepreneurs for purchase of farm equipment and related machinery. 

BoB said the pact has been signed keeping in mind the government focus on doubling 

farmer’s incomes by 2022. 

Au Small Finance Bank commences operations  

Jaipur-based Au Small Finance Bank started its operations as a small finance bank. 

Au Small Finance Bank Limited has commenced operations as a small finance bank with 

effect from APRIL   19, 2017.           

 

 

 

 



INTERNATIONAL 

 India and Pakistan exchanged the list of their nuclear installations and facilities under 

the Agreement on the Prohibition of Attack against Nuclear installations. This is the 26th 

consecutive exchange of such list between the two countries after the first list was 

exchanged on 1 January 1992. 

 Justice Mian Saqib Nisar took oath as Chief Justice of Pakistan. He is the 25th Chief 

Justice of the Supreme Court who will serve on the post till January 17, 2019, date of his 

retirement. 

 Paul Ryan was re-elected as the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives 

for another term by the House of the 115th Congress. 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved signing 

of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Kenya on bilateral 

cooperation in the field of agriculture and allied sectors. 

 The British government will appoint senior diplomat Tim Barrow as its new ambassador 

to the European Union (EU). 

 Japan has decided to associate itself with India in developing Chennai, Ahmedabad and 

Varanasi as smart cities. 

 China launched its longest bullet train "Shangri-la of the World" from Kunming, capital 

of southwest Chinas Yunnan Province to Beijing, expanding its high speed train network 

to about 20,000 kms connecting almost all provinces. 

 India and Kazakhstan signed an agreement to amend the two-decade old bilateral tax 

treaty under which information exchanged between the two can be shared with other law 

enforcement agencies.  

 Two firms have signed a deal for the first commercial exports in half a century from 

Cuba to the US, a new step in the countries' historic rapprochement.  

 Cuban company CubaExport signed an agreement to sell charcoal to US firm Coabana 

Trading for USD 420 a tonne. 

 New UN chief Antonio Guterres has set up a task force, which includes a senior Indian 

diplomat Atul Khare, to develop a "game-changing" strategy aimed at preventing and 

responding to sexual exploitation and abuse by UN peacekeepers.  



 India and Portugal signed six agreements - including one on defence cooperation - after 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held bilateral talks with Portugal's Prime Minister 

Antonio Costa. 

 Pakistan successfully test-fired its first Submarine-Launched Cruise Missile Babur-3 

which is  capable of carrying a nuclear warhead up to 450km from an undisclosed 

location in the Indian Ocean, giving the country a "credible" second-strike capability. 

 The Pentagon may soon be unleashing a 21st-century version of locusts on its 

adversaries after officials said it had successfully tested a swarm of 103 micro-drones. 

 The important step in the development of new autonomous weapon systems was made 

possible by improvements in artificial intelligence, holding open the possibility that 

groups of small robots could act together under human direction. 

 India and Portugal have agreed to work out modalities for a co-production agreement in 

the Film Sector.  The agreement would be framed in a time-bound manner keeping in 

mind the legal aspects of such an agreement.   

 China has established cooperation ties in science and technology with 158 countries and 

regions in the world. China's Ministry of Science and Technology said that a total of 111 

intergovernmental agreements on science and technology cooperation had been signed, 

and China took part in over 200 intergovernmental organisations devoted to boosting 

such cooperation. 

 India and the US have signed a MoU to collaborate in the fields of developmental 

activities and aid in third world countries.  

 The MoU has been signed between the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), and 

Development Partnership Administration (DPA) of the Ministry of External Affairs of 

India. 

 Continuing a yearly tradition, outgoing US President Barack Obama signed a 

proclamation to declare January 16 Religious Freedom Day. 

 Religious freedom is a principle based not on shared ancestry, culture, ethnicity, or faith 

but on a shared commitment to liberty - and it lies at the very heart of who we are as 

Americans. 

 The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has inaugurated its first "robot pharmacy" at Rashid 

Hospital in Dubai. 



 This smart pharmacy is deploying a robot for the first time in the UAE to dispense 

prescribed medication, which would be done at a click of button based on a bar code, 

therefore "minimise any human error," cited a report by UAE state news agency WAM. 

 Ecuador took over the chair of the United Nations Group of 77. It took the charge of 

Group of 77 from Thailand. 

 After taking the chairmanship of the group, Ecuador's President Rafael Correa said that 

the group will continue promoting "social and economic equality.   

 The 25th Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF) opened in Fiji, focusing on 

parliamentary partnerships for peace and security.  

 The five-day forum, which was being held at Natadola saw the participation of 

delegations from over 20 countries from the Asia-Pacific region, including Australia, 

China, Japan, Peru, Philippines, and Russia. 

 The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Radha Mohan Singh and 

Minister of Business, Enterprise and Cooperatives, Govt. of Mauritius, Soomil duth 

Bholah signed on MoU for Cooperation in the field of Cooperatives & related areas.   

 The Middle East Peace Conference, an international meeting aiming to revive the 

stranded Middle East peace talks, was held in Paris. 

 About 70 countries, including the UN Security Council permanent members, key 

European countries and major Arab states, are taking part in the meeting. 

 India on 16 January 2017 became an Associate Member State of European Organization 

for Nuclear Research (CERN) after the Union Government completed its internal 

approval procedures for the membership. 

 From now onwards, India will be required to pay around Rs 40 crore every year as an 

Associate member.  

 The government approved the signing of an agreement between India and the United 

Arab Emirates in the area of agriculture and allied sectors.  

 The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has given its approval 

for signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and the United 

Arab Emirates in the field of agriculture and allied sectors. 

 Rupen R. Shah, who is currently the Chief Deputy of Augusta County Commonwealth 

in Virginia, has become the first Indian American judge to be elected the southeastern 

US state. 

 Shah is a resident of Staunton city and his six-year term will commence on February 1. 



 A consortium led by Chinese firms has signed a strategic agreement to acquire 40 per 

cent equity of Pakistan Stock Exchange for $85 million, in a move aimed at mobilising 

funds for the $46-billion CPEC project and facilitating China’s entry into the Pakistani 

capital market.  

 Chinese President Xi Jinping became the head of a new commission for integrated 

military and civilian development, as he assumed more powers and firmed up his hold 

over the ruling Communist Party, the PLA and the government. 

 Rapidly expanding its naval fleet, China has commissioned its 31st stealth warship as it 

got its battle group under its first aircraft carrier ready amid tensions with the U.S. and 

other nations over its assertiveness in the disputed South China Sea. 

 The People’s Liberation Army Navy has commissioned its 31st Type—056 class 

corvette, marking a new addition to the world’s largest fleet of modern corvettes. 

 Austria's new president called for a tolerant and diverse nation free of ideological and 

racial hatred in an inauguration speech that embraced the ideal of a united Europe. 

 President Alexander Van der Bellen outlined a vision markedly different from that 

offered during campaigning by his right-wing rival Norbert Hofer, the populist he 

defeated last month after an unprecedented repeat vote. 

World Bank signs loan pact for engineering education  

The World Bank has signed an agreement with the government to provide USD 201.50 

million loan for quality engineering education across several states in India.The loan 

agreement is part of the Technical Education Quality Improvement Project (TEQIP III), 

which is the third phase of a 15-20 year programme that started in 2002. 
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Indian railways inks pact with Italian railways for improving safety 

Indian Railways has inked a pact with Italian Railways for improving the safety level of 

the Indian carrier through a review of the infrastructure and transport management 

system. The pact was signed by Renato Mazzoncini, CEO and Managing Director of 

Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane (Italian Railways) and A K Mittal, Chairman of Indian 

Railways. 

India to construct multi-ethnic tri-lingual school in Lanka  

India and Sri Lanka signed an agreement to construct a multi-ethnic tri-lingual school in 

a north central district of the island nation that would provide opportunities to Sinhala, 

Tamil and Muslim students to learn in a multi-cultural environment. The MoU was 



signed by Indias High Commissioner to Sri Lanka Taranjit Singh Sandhu and Secretary 

to the Ministry of Education Sunil Hettiarachchi. 

China tests missile with 10 nuclear warheads  

China has reportedly tested a new version of a missile that can carry up to 10 nuclear 

warheads, signalling a major shift in its nuclear capability as Beijing gears up for a 

possible military showdown with the US under Trump Presidency. 

Prince Charles unveils Green App for Indian farmers  

Prince Charles has unveiled a new Digital Green App for Indian farmers to help them 

sell their crops online as part of his charity initiatives directed at India. 

US, Japan conduct test of joint missile  

The United States and Japan have conducted the first interception of a ballistic missile 

target using a jointly built system, amid heightened tensions over North Korea's missile 

program.  

India, Austria sign protocol amending tax treaty  

India and Austria agreed to amend their existing bilateral taxation treaty to prevent tax 

evasion as well as enable mutual assistance. The protocol will broaden the scope of the 

existing framework of exchange of tax related information which will help curb tax 

evasion and tax avoidance between the two countries and will also enable mutual 

assistance in collection of taxes.  

Mumbai institute signs MOU with Kings College London  

To facilitate exchange of students between the UK and India, a management institute 

from Mumbai has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the prestigious Kings 

College London. 

China to test its largest solar drone at high altitude  

China will test the performance of the world's second largest solar-powered drone in 

near-space flight this year. With a wingspan of more than 40 meters, wider than that of 

a Boeing 737 passenger plane, the rainbow series drone has just passed its first full-scale 

test flight, chief engineer of the China Academy of Aerospace Aerodynamics (CAAA) 

drone project .  

Qatar Airways launched World's longest scheduled commercial airline route  

Qatar Airways on 5 February 2017 launched the world's longest scheduled commercial 

airline route with the arrival of its flight from Doha to Auckland, New Zealand. 

Cabinet approves signing of MoU India, Senegal in health  



The government approved signing of an agreement between India and Senegal in the 

field of health and medicine which includes cooperation in AIDS control, integrated 

disease surveillance and emergency relief. 

Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo sworn in as Somali president  

Former Somali Prime Minister Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo was sworn in as the 

president of the country.  

Germany elects 'anti-Trump' Steinmeier as new president  

Billed as Germany's "anti-Trump", centre-left former foreign minister Frank-Walter 

Steinmeier was elected today as the new ceremonial head of state. Steinmeier received 

931 of 1,239 valid votes after Merkel's conservatives, lacking a strong candidate of their 

own, agreed to back him to replace incumbent Joachim Gauck, 77, a former pastor from 

ex-communist East Germany. 

Tehmina Janjua becomes Pakistan's first woman foreign secretary  

Tehmina Janjua, Pakistan's permanent representative to the UN in Geneva, has been 

appointed as the country's first woman foreign secretary.Janjua will replace incumbent 

foreign secretary Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry, who will be taking charge as Pakistan's new 

ambassador to the US. 

Mnuchin sworn in as US Treasury Secretary  

Investment banker and former Goldman Sachs executive Steven Mnuchin has been 

sworn in as the new Secretary of Treasury, filling a crucial position in US President 

Donald Trump’s economic team. 

India, UK signed bilateral MoU to allow more flights to boost tourism and trade  

India and the United Kingdom (UK) in February 2017 signed a bilateral Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) to allow more flights to boost tourism and trade in both the 

countries. 

Trump’s National Security Advisor Flynn resigns  

President Donald Trump’s embattled national security advisor Michael Flynn resigned, 

amid allegations that he discussed US sanctions against Russia with its envoy before 

Trumps inauguration. 

Agreement between India and Croatia on Economic Cooperation  

Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and the Government of the 

Republic of Croatia on Economic Cooperation was signed by Commerce and Industry 

Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Government of India and Ms. Martina Dalic, Deputy 



Prime Minister and Minister of the Economy, Government of the Republic of Croatia on 

14th February, 2017 in Zagreb, Croatia. 

L&T and MBDA establish Joint Venture for development of missile systems  

Engineering conglomerate Larsen and Turbo (L&T) on 13 February 2017 entered into a 

joint venture (JV) with European defence major MBDA to develop and produce new-

generation tactical missiles. The JV named as L&T MBDA Missile Systems will be 

registered in India. 

Govt approves India-Rwanda Air Services Agreement  

The Government approved signing of an Air Services Agreement (ASA) between India 

and Rwanda to allow the airlines of the two countries to operate services in each other’s 

territory. 

Science museum equipped with 3D theatre inaugurated  

A science museum equipped with 3D theatre was inaugurated at AD Municipal Primary 

School in Tagore Garden. 

India and Rwanda sign MoUs in innovation, aviation, visa requirements  

India and Rwanda signed three MoUs in innovation, aviation sectors and visa 

requirements during Vice President Hamid Ansari's visit to the East African country. 

Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev names wife as vice-president  

Azerbaijan’s president Ilham Aliyev has named his wife as his deputy, tightening the 

family’s grip on power in the small former Soviet oil-producing state. 

Centre clears Rs 5,700-cr hydro project to be set up in Nepal  

The government approved a 900 MW hydro power project to be set up in 

Sankhuwasabha district of Nepal at a cost of Rs 5,723.72 crore. 

Govt gives nod to air services pact with Greece 

The government granted its approval to the signing of Air Services Agreement (ASA) 

between India and Greece which allows the airlines of the two countries to fly in each 

other’s territory. 

Queensland University of Technology, IIT Madras to undertake joint applied 

research 

A top Australian university has signed an agreement with IIT Madras to undertake joint 

applied research in information security, combustion and health technologies. 

9th BRICS Summit to be held in Sept in China’s Xiamen city 



The ninth BRICS Summit will be held in Chinas Xiamen city from September 3-5, State 

Councilor Yang Jiechi said. 

India, ADB ink $375 mn loan pact for industrial corridor 

India and ADB have signed USD 375 million pact for loans and grants to develop 800-

km Visakhapatnam-Chennai Industrial Corridor, which is the first phase of a planned 

2,500-km East Coast Economic Corridor. 

India clears Rs 17,000-crore mega missile deal with Israel 

A Rs 17,000 crore deal has been cleared by the government for jointly developing with 

Israel a medium-range surface-to- air missile (MR-SAM) for the army, reflecting India’s 

fast-growing defence ties with the Jewish nation. 

British-Indian MP awarded Stya Paul Memorial Award 

One of Britain’s senior-most Indian-origin MPs, Virendra Sharma, has been awarded the 

first Dr Stya Paul Memorial Award for his outstanding contribution to India-UK ties. 

Normani Kordei named American cancer society global ambassador 

Fifth Harmony star Normani Kordei has been named a global ambassador for the 

American Cancer Society. The 20-year- old singer said the organisation’s work is 

something she can really relate to. 

Indian-origin South African human rights lawyer dies 

A prominent Indian-origin South African human rights lawyer, who had challenged the 

country’s notorious detention laws of the apartheid era, has died aged 81. Essa Moosa, 

who retired as a judge of the Western Cape High Court in 2011, passed away at his home 

in Cape Town. 

Chahal became the first Indian bowler to take a 6-wicket in an innings of a T20 

International match  

Leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal's maiden six-wicket haul turned things around for India 

as the hosts beat England by 75 runs in the third and final Twenty20 International to 

clinch the series 2-1 at Bengaluru's M Chinnaswamy Stadium. 

Pankaj Advani wins his 29th National Snooker title  

Champion cueist Pankaj Advani won the Indian National Snooker Championship with a 

6-0 win over Pandurangaiah of Railways in a one-sided final.  

It was Advani’s 29th national title. 

Virat Kohli maintains top slot in T20 rankings  



Virat Kohli maintained his top spot in the latest ICC rankings of T20 batsmen while 

India have gained a spot by virtue of their series win against England to climb to the 

second spot in the team rankings. 

Kohli leads number-two ranked Aaron Finch of Australia by 28 points, while Glenn 

Maxwell of Australia is third. Kohli is ranked second in Tests and third in ODIs which 

makes him the only Indian batsman in top five across all formats. 

Lakshya Sen becomes World No 1 junior badminton player  

The 15-year-old shuttler from Almora, Lakshya Sen, created history after he became the 

number one junior singles badminton player in the world in the latest rankings of the 

Badminton World Federation (BWF). 

Lakshya is the first shuttler from Uttarakhand to attain the numero uno spot at the 

international level.  

Sharath Kamal gets top seed at TT Nationals after four years  

India's top player Sharath Kamal, for the first time in four years, has been seeded number 

one in the men's singles at the ongoing 11Even Sports Senior Table Tennis Nationals. 

This follows a resolution moved by the technical committee which wanted the players 

figuring in the top 100 bracket of the world ranking getting some security and 

motivation, besides adding the glamour quotient to zonal and national championships. 

India to host World Billiards Championship for next four years  

The Billiards and Snooker Federation of India (BSFI) announced that India will host the 

World Billiards Championship for the next four years.       

The premier event was held in Bengaluru last year when champion cueist Pankaj Advani 

had triumphed in the 150-UP format beating Peter Gilchrist of Singapore.       

India to host FIBA Women’s Asia Cup in July in Bengaluru  

Basketball Federation of India announced that India will host FIBA Women’s Asia Cup 

basketball tournament in July. The continental flagship tournament for women will be 

held here from July 23 to 29. 

India has also been given another continental level tournament — the FIBA U-16 

Women’s Asian Championship — which will be held from October 22 to 28 in 

Hyderabad. 

This will be the first time since 2009 that India will host a major FIBA (International 

Basketball Federation) event. 

Sourabh Varma ends Lakshya Sen’s dream run, wins men’s national title  



Sourabh Varma defeated Lakshya Sen won the men’s singles title at the 81st Senior 

Badminton National Championship. 

Third seed Verma walked away with a 21-13 21-12 win over the junior world number 

one, who made a lasting impression with his game in this tournament. 

Odisha govt gives approval to host Hockey World Cup 2018  

The Odisha government accorded in-principle approval to a proposal for hosting the 14th 

Men's Hockey World Cup-2018 in Bhubaneswar.  

The event is scheduled to be held at Kalinga Stadium here from November 28 to 

December 16, 2018. India had hosted the Hockey World Cup for first time in 1982 at 

Mumbai and for second time in 2010 at New Delhi.  

World Cup winning captain Lahm to retire at end of season  

Germany's World Cup winning captain Philipp Lahm confirmed he will retire at the end 

of the season. 

The 33-year-old made his 500th appearance for Bayern. Lahm retired from international 

football after captaining Germany to the 2014 World Cup title in Brazil. 

India slips one spot in FIFA rankings  

Indian football team slipped one place to be at 130th in the latest FIFA rankings issued. 

India are now ranked 20th among the Asian countries. Iran continued to lead the chart 

of Asian countries at 32. 

Virat Kohli surpasses Don Bradman, Rahul Dravid after record double ton  

Indian captain Virat Kohli continued his unbelievable record-breaking spree and 

surpassed the legendary Sir Donald Bradman and Rahul Dravid by becoming the first 

batsman to score double hundreds in four successive Test series. 

Kohli’s double tons came in the series against the West Indies, New Zealand, England 

and now Bangladesh, which is in India for a one-off Test. 

Bradman and Dravid had achieved the feat in three successive series. 

: Official mascot of FIFA U-17 World Cup unveiled  

With just 238 days remaining for the start of the tournament, the official mascot of the 

FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017, Kheleao was unveiled at the Jawaharlal Nehru 

Stadium. 

In a glittering ceremony attended by Sports Minister Vijay Goel, the chairman of the 

Local Organizing Committee and AIFF president Praful Patel, the young and charismatic 



face of the FIFA U-17 World Cup, a clouded leopard called Kheleo, was introduced to 

hundreds of football fans. 

Arjun-Shlok win men's doubles title in Iran  

Young emerging Indian doubles pair of Arjun Madathil Ramachandran and 

Ramchandran Shlok notched up the men's doubles title at the 26th Iran Fajr Badminton 

Tournament.  

The World No. 66 pair became the first Indian combination to win the title at the 

International Challenge event.  

India lifts 2nd successive Blind World Cup, beats Pakistan  

The Indian blind cricket team successfully defended its Twenty20 World Cup title, 

defeating arch-rivals Pakistan in the final for the second successive edition. 

With eight wins from nine matches, India had gone into the final as favourites and lived 

up to it with a comprehensive victory. For Pakistan though, it was their first loss in the 

tournament. 

Haryana wins Rs 1 crore Kabaddi championship  

Hosts Haryana won the first edition of the three-day Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay All 

India National Style Kabaddi championship held at Motilal Nehru School of Sports. 

Haryana defeated the Railways team 33-27 to clinch the title. 

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) beat Air India 45-37 to secure the third 

position. 

Virat Kohli most successful Indian captain after the first 23 Tests  

India defeated Bangladesh in the one-off Test in Hyderabad as Virat Kohli once again 

broke a slew of records. In the first innings, Kohli became the first batsman in history to 

slam four double hundreds in successive series.  

By the fifth afternoon, Kohli overtook Mohammad Azharuddin to become the third-most 

successful Indian Test captain. Only MS Dhoni and Sourav Ganguly have more wins 

under their belt. However, Kohli has the best record among Indian captains after the first 

23 Tests and is only behind Steve Waugh overall.  

Racer Jehan Daruvala makes history by winning NZ Grand Prix  

Young Indian racer Jehan Daruvala tasted his first major success of 2017 when he won 

the New Zealand Grand Prix in style at the Chris Amon Circuit. 

Jehan's brilliant lights to flag feat on Sunday makes him the first and only Indian to win 

a Adam Voges announces retirement from international cricket  



 Australia’s attacking batsman Adam Voges has indicated that his days at international 

level are over. A day prior to leading Prime Minister’s XI against the visiting Sri Lanka 

in Canberra, the right-handed batsman said it would be his last game against an 

international opponent. 

Mithali Raj becomes second woman to score 5,500 ODI runs  

Indian women's cricket team captain Mithali Raj has become the second woman player 

to cross 5,500 runs in ODIs, achieving the feat during India's women's World Cup 

qualifier Shahid Afridi calls time on international cricket after 21-year career  

Pakistani cricketer Shahid Afridi announced his retirement from international cricket, 

bringing to an end his sometimes controversial 21-year career. 

The 36-year-old all-rounder was currently active in the International Twenty20 format 

after having quit Test cricket in 2010 and One-Day Internationals in 2015. 

Sakura Mori wins India Open crown  

Sakura Mori of Japan defeated Swedish rival Ekholm Matilda to win the women's singles 

title at the ITTF World Tour India Open. 

Afghanistan players Mohammad Nabi, Rashid Khan create history  

Afghanistan's Mohammad Nabi will become the first Afghan cricketer to feature in the 

Indian Premier League after he was sold to Sunrisers Hyderabad for his base price of Rs 

30 lakh.  

Five out of the 352 players listed for the auction in Bangalore were from Afghanistan, 

who have made a rapid progress in international cricket. 

India defeats South Africa to win ICC Women's World Cup Qualifier 2017  

India on 21 February 2017 defeated South Africa by one run to win the ICC Women’s 

World Cup Qualifier 2017 at the P. Sara Stadium, Sri Lanka. 

South Africa’s de Villiers tops 9,000 ODI runs  

South African AB de Villiers passed the 9,000-run milestone in one-day internationals 

in the third ODI against New Zealand in Wellington. 

De Villiers is the 18th player and second South African behind Jacques Kallis to reach 

the 9,000 mark but has the highest average of 53.86 and is the only one of the leading 

scorers to have a strike-rate better than 100. 

Kalinga Lancers beat Dabang Mumbai to lift maiden HIL title  

Kalinga Lancers defeated Dabang Mumbai 4-1 to win their maiden Hockey India League 

title. 



 In an effort to build bilateral military-to-military relations and skills, a 14-day joint 

defence exercise Al-Nagah-II between the armies of India and Oman will begin in 

Himachal Pradesh from March 6. 

 South Korea and the United States kicked off their annual, massive military exercise, 

'Key Resolve and Foal Eagle'. 

 Participation in the joint exercises -- known as ‘Key Resolve and Foal Eagle’ -- is similar 

to last year. 

 Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir has appointed a top aide as prime minister, 

reinstating a post he had abolished after coming to power in a 1989 coup.  

 Iran successfully test-fired a sophisticated Russian-made air defense system. 

 The report said the test of the S-300 system came during a recent military exercise named 

Damvand, the name of Iran's highest mountain. 

 It said the test targeted various flying objects including missiles. With a range of up to 

200 kilometers (125 miles) the S-300 is capable of simultaneously tracking and striking 

multiple targets. 

 The Centre approved a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on renewable energy 

signed with Portugal. The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 

given its ex-post facto approval for signing of a MoU on Renewable Energy between 

India and Portugal. The MoU was signed on January 6, 2017 in New Delhi. The MoU 

will help strengthen bilateral cooperation between the countries. 

 China will develop a new generation of rockets that can be launched into space from an 

aircraft. 

 Air-launched rockets can rapidly replace dysfunctional satellites or, in cases of disaster 

relief, quickly send up Earth observation satellites to assist in the effort, Li Tongyu, the 

head of carrier rocket development at the China Academy of Launch Vehicle 

Technology. 

 President Bidya Devi Bhandari inaugurated a spiritual learning centre in Nepal and said 

it would play a vital role in promoting religious harmony and tourism in the country. 

 Iran's Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) have successfully test-fired a 

domestically built Hormuz-2 ballistic missile. 

 However, this missile is capable of engaging targets at a distance of up to 300 kilometers.  



 Seema Verma has been confirmed by the US Senate for a top health care position in the 

Trump administration, becoming the second Indian-American in the new government to 

be approved by the upper chamber of the US Congress. 

 A health policy consultant, she is known as the architect of health care reforms in several 

states, including Indiana. 

 An agreement between India and Namibia on capacity building of officials was cleared 

by the Union Cabinet. 

 The memorandum of understanding will be signed between Lal Bahadur Shastri 

National Academy of Administration, Mussoorie and Namibia Institute of Public 

Administration and Management in the field of capacity building of public officials of 

Namibia and other training activities for the benefit of both the institutes. 

 The government approved signing of an agreement with Bangladesh for greater 

cooperation with regard to marine aids to navigation that includes advice on lighthouses 

and beacons besides vessel traffic service. 

 Pakistan Navy said it conducted a successful test of a land-based anti-ship missile, 

bolstering the operational reach of the country's navy to launch long-range, anti-ship 

missiles from land. 

 The missile is equipped with advanced technology and avionics, which enable 

engagement of targets at sea with a high degree of accuracy, it said without giving more 

details. 

 A railway research centre in Australia has entered into an agreement with the Indian 

Railways to support future research and technology development related to critical 

infrastructure in India. 

 Representatives from Monash University Institute of Railway Technology (IRT) and 

Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL) run by the Ministry 

of Railways signed an agreement yesterday in New Delhi. 

 India and Russia signed two key agreements for long-term maintenance and technical 

support for Russian-made Su-30MKI fighter jets of the Indian Air Force. 

 The pacts were signed between India's Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and the 

two Russian companies in presence of Defence Minister Arun Jaitley and Russia's 

Industry and Trade Minister Denis Manturov. 

 The Union Cabinet, presided by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, was apprised of the 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the Indian Computer 



Emergency Response Team (CERT-ln) and the US Homeland Security Department on 

cooperation in the field of Cyber Security. 

 The World Bank signed a USD 100 million credit agreement with the Centre and 

Uttarakhand to improve quality of healthcare services in all 13 districts of the state. 

 A state-owned Chinese construction giant sealed a deal to build a Aus$6 billion (US$4.6 

billion) mining infrastructure project to tap into resource-rich northwestern Australia. 

 Sydney-based BBI Group (BBIG) said the agreement with the China State Construction 

Engineering Corporation (CSCEC) to develop the mine, port and rail project would 

create a new gateway to the Pilbara region for iron ore exporters. 

 The United Nations came out with a commemorative work marking 70 years of India’s 

relationship with the global body. 

 The book ‘Seven Decades and Beyond: The UN-India Connect’ traces the journeys of 

India and the UN “as they have informed and enriched each other over the past seven 

decades . 

 China-backed bureaucrat Carrie Lam was elected as Hong Kong’s first woman Chief 

Executive who quickly pledged to heal the "divisions" in the gleaming territory which 

has seen unprecedented demands for democracy and protests at the Communist giants 

growing influence. 

 Pakistan and South Africa signed the first MoU to strengthen defence ties, especially 

defence industrial production and exchange of military information and training of 

armed forces. 

 The Memorandum of Understanding on 'Defence and Defence Industrial Cooperation' 

was signed in Islamabad during the visit of South African Defence Minister Nosiviwe 

Mapisa-Naqkula. 

 Sima Kamil, a veteran banker was appointed President and CEO of the United Bank 

Limited (UBL), becoming the first woman to lead a major Pakistani bank in the 

conservative Muslim nation. The United Bank Limited is one of the big five commercial 

banks in Pakistan. 

 Reliance Group Chairman Anil Ambani has been inducted on the international advisory 

board of global think-tank Atlantic Council that has among its members former US 

National Security Advisor Zbigniew K. Brzezinski and former Australian Prime 

Minister Kevin Rudd . 



 IT major TCS partnered with Discovery Education, a digital education content provider, 

to launch an initiative to transform US education by embedding computational thinking 

and problem solving into core school subjects.  

 More than 3,000 TCS employees will be involved as mentors and support the building 

of local coalitions in each city. 

 India has become part of IEA Association that will allow the country play a more "visible 

and influential" role in the global energy landscape.  

 The "Activation of Association" is expected to serve as a bridge and platform for wider-

ranging and deeper co-operation and collaboration between IEA member and 

Association countries in the future. 

 India and South Korea agreed to deepen cooperation among their small and medium 

enterprises through technology transfer, joint ventures, business alliances and facilitation 

of mutual market access. 

 Both countries also emphasized on providing support to each other’s startups in 

accordance with their schemes and programmes. 

Ali Javed becomes first Muslim to join NYPD's Emergency Services Unit  

Sergeant Ali Javed made history by becoming the first Muslim to join the Emergency 

Service Unit of the New York City Police Department (NYPD). With this, Sergeant 

Javed has also become the first Pakistani American to join the elite services. 

India, Malaysia sign 7 agreements  

India and Malaysia signed seven agreements, including in the areas of civil aviation and 

human resources development, following delegation-level bilateral talks headed by 

Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Najib Razak. 

Nobel laureate Malala Yousafzai to address Canada Parliament  

Canada's prime minister has announced that Nobel laureate Malala Yousafzai will 

address his country's Parliament and receive the honorary citizenship bestowed upon her 

in 2014. Justin Trudeau says the 19-year-old Pakistani activist will become the youngest 

person to address the body when she visits APRIL   12. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India, Australia on communicable  

The Union Cabinet approved a MoU between India and Australia on cooperation in the 

field of communicable diseases and mental health. 

Cabinet clears signing of air services pact with Georgia  

The Cabinet approved signing of air services agreement (ASA) with Georgia, which will 

help in establishing air connectivity between the two countries. 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and France on Technical Cooperation in 

Civil Aviation  

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its approval 

to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Airports Authority of India 

(AAI) and its French counterpart, Civil Aviation Authority (DGAC), France to 

implement Technical Cooperation Program in civil aviation sector. 

Israel signs USD 2 billion missile deal with India  

Israel has signed a USD 2 billion contract with India to supply it with missile defence 

systems, the state-owned Israel Aerospace Industries said. 

India, Russia sign declaration to promote ties in innovation  

India and Russia signed a joint declaration to stimulate cooperation in the field of 

promoting innovation ecosystem between the two countries.  

Congo president announces new prime minister  

President Joseph Kabila has named a politician Bruno Tshibala who was recently kicked 

out of Congo's main opposition party as the country's new prime minister. 

Bruno Tshibala, 61, had been a key player in the opposition coalition known as the 

Rassemblement that signed a political agreement with the ruling party in December. 

Reliance Power signs deal worth $1 bn from Bangladesh Power Board  

Reliance Power executed project agreements with Bangladesh Power Development 

Board (BPDB) for Phase I of the 750 MW liquefied natural gas (LNG) power project at 

Meghnaghat, near Dhaka. 

India-Australia signed six agreements including cooperation in civil aviation 

security  



India-Australia signed six agreements India and Australia signed 6 agreements to boost 

the bilateral cooperation between the two nations. The signed agreements include 

cooperation in combating international terrorism and transnational organised crime. 

Cabinet nod for India-Bangladesh pact in hydrocarbon sector  

The Union Cabinet approved signing of an agreement between India and Bangladesh for 

cooperation in the hydrocarbon sector.  

AAI, French civil aviation authority sign MoU to boost ties  

The Airports Authority of India (AAI) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with the French civil aviation authority DGAC to further technical cooperation between 

the two countries.  

IAHE inks pact with New South Wales University for smart transport  

Indian Academy of Highway Engineers has inked a pact with University of New South 

Wales for building an advanced transportation technology and systems.  

Railways to export locos, train sets worth Rs 680 cr to Lanka  

Indian Railways will supply modern locomotives and train sets worth Rs 680 crore to 

Sri Lanka, in the largest export order for the public transporter. 
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UN to issue 10 stamps of asanas on International Yoga Day  

UN Postal Administration (UNPA) will issue a set of stamps showing 10 yoga asanas 

(poses) to commemorate the International Day of Yoga on June 21 in New York.The 10 

stamps of $1.15 denomination each depict a different yoga pose next to a large 'Om' in 

Devanagri script. 

India contributes $250,000 to UN election assistance programme 

India has made a quarter-million-dollar contribution to the UN programme for helping 

countries to hold elections and develop their electoral systems.  

Eenam Gambhir, a First Secretary in India’s Mission to the UN, presented the cheque to 

Kyoko Shiotani, Chief of the Office of the Under-Secretary-General at the UN 

Department of Political Affairs. 

India contributes $250,000 to UN election assistance programme 

India has made a quarter-million-dollar contribution to the UN programme for helping 

countries to hold elections and develop their electoral systems.  



Eenam Gambhir, a First Secretary in India’s Mission to the UN, presented the cheque to 

Kyoko Shiotani, Chief of the Office of the Under-Secretary-General at the UN 

Department of Political Affairs. 

This is the second Indian contribution of $250,000 to the programmes for electoral 

assistance and capacity building. The first was made in 2012. Through the Election 

Assistance Division set up in 1991, the UN has helped over 100 countries with their 

elections.  

The division principally provides technical assistance for organising and conducting 

elections. But it has also sent observers to ensure the integrity of elections at the request 

of the General Assembly or the Security Council, and even organised elections in 

Cambodia and Timor-Leste. 

India, South Korea sign pact for defence shipbuilding 

India and South Korea signed an agreement to firm up bilateral cooperation in defence 

shipbuilding.  

Under the MoU, conceived under the umbrella of the special strategic partnership, the 

two sides will nominate one shipyard each for this purpose. 

India wins elections to two UN subsidiary bodies 

India has won elections to two subsidiary bodies of a UN organ focused on social and 

economic issues. 

India along with 12 other members was elected to the Committee for Programme and 

Coordination (CPC), a subsidiary body of the UN Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC). 

Egypt, US start joint naval drills in Red Sea (international) 

Egyptian and US navies launched a joint exercise named "Eagle Salute 2017" in the 

waters of the Red Sea, media reports said. 

According to a press release by Egypt's army, "Eagle Salute 2017", come as part of an 

Egyptian army's plan for joint exercises with friendly countries to improve mutual 

military capabilities on the use of latest technologies. 

India, France carry out joint naval exercise 

The Indian Navy began a joint maritime exercise 'Varuna' with the French Navy at the 

Mediterranean Sea to further deepen combat coordination between the two navies. 

Afghan president inaugurates first air corridor with India 



Afghan President Ashraf Ghani inaugurated the first Afghanistan-India air corridor 

during a ceremony at the Kabul International Airport - a direct route that bypasses 

Pakistan and is meant to improve commerce.  

The aim of the route is to create more opportunities and make Afghanistan an exporter 

country.  

India and Portugal Sign a Historical agreement to promote Cooperation in The 

Field of Archives  

A Protocol of Cooperation was signed between the National Archives of India and the 

Minister of Culture of the Portuguese Republic in the field of archives in Lisbon, 

Portugal. As a first step under this agreement, the Torre do Tombo (National Archives 

of Portugal) handed over to the National Archives of India digital copies of 62 volumes 

of the collection known as 'Moncoes do Reino' (Monsoon correspondence). 

China unveils World’s first train that runs on Virtual Tracks 

China has unveiled the world's first ‘railless train’ that runs on a virtual track making use 

of a sensor technology instead of metal rails. 

This Autonomous Rail Rapid Transit (ART) has been developed by China's CRRC 

Zhuzhou Institute.  

Malaysia to host conferences on Ayurveda and Siddha medicines 

A conference on alternate medicines, herbals and green plants, and Siddha medicines 

which originates from South India will be held in Malaysia next month. 

The Tradalth Convention will take place from August 18-20 and its main focus will be 

on Ayurveda and Siddha medicines and therapists. 

NATIONAL 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the five-day annual Indian Science 

Congress at the Sri Venkateswara University. Prof D Narayana Rao, General President 

of Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA), said that Science and Technology for 

National Development would be the focal theme of the Indian Science Congress.  

 Creating history for a minority ethnic community that comprises just one per cent of the 

US population, five Indian Americans took oath as members of the Congress. 

 52-year-old Kamala Harris whose mother was from India and father from Jamaica of 

African heritage, was sworn as the Senator from California by the outgoing US Vice 

President Joe Biden. She is the first Indian American to have ever served in the Senate. 



 New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) appointed Rio Olympic medalist and Arjun 

Awardee Deepa Malik and first female amputee to climb Mount Everest Arunima Sinha 

as brand ambassadors for its Swachh programme. 

 Government approved an agreement between India and Uruguay on co-operation and 

mutual assistance on Customs matters.  

 An MOU was signed between Government of India, Telangana Government and 

Distribution Companies on UDAY (Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojana).Telangana Chief 

Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao stated that he is  happy to inform the August house that 

his Government and TS Discoms are executing an MOU with Government of India, to 

join in UDAY Scheme.  

 The three day International Conference on “Yoga for Diabetes” was inaugurated by 

Minister of State for AYUSH (Independent Charge), Shripad Yesso Naik in New Delhi.  

In his inaugural address, the Minister informed that UNESCO, the world’s apex body 

for culture has recently included yoga in its list of intangible cultural heritage. 

 “Bunkar Mitra”, the Government of India’s Helpline for Handloom Weavers. The 

helpline was launched by the Union Textiles Minister Smriti Zubin Irani on December 

25, 2016 on the occasion of “Good Governance Day”. 

 Hyderabad would play host to a semi-final match of the second T20 World Cup cricket 

for the blind on February 10. 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation is planning to develop a major 

facility in Madhya Pradesh's Morena district on a vast area of over 900 hectares, for 

which land acquisition process is on. 

 The Standing Fire Advisory Council (SFAC), a Central government body, has roped in 

Bollywood actor Randeep Hooda as the brand ambassador of fire services in India. 

 Union Minister of Power, Coal, New & Renewable Energy and Mines, Piyush Goyal 

dedicated the Street Lighting National Programme (SLNP), currently running in the 

South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) area, to the Nation in New Delhi.  It is the 

World’s Largest Street Light Replacement Programme, which is being implemented by 

the Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), a joint venture under the Ministry of 

Power, Government of India. 

 Khanderi, the second Kalvari class submarine, will be launched at the Mazagon Dock 

Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) here on January 12. 



 Union Minister of State for Defence Subhash Bhamre will preside over the function to 

initiate the launch of Khanderi (Yard 11876). 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated India’s first international exchange –India 

INX — at the International Financial Service Centre (IFSC) of GIFT City, saying it will 

enable Indian firms to compete on equal footing with offshore firms. 

 Railways launched a new ticketing App, IRCTC Rail Connect, to facilitate booking of 

train tickets in a faster and easier way.  

 Equipped with latest technology, the new App also makes possible booking of tatkal 

ticket, ladies quota, premium tatkal quota booking and current reservation.  

 The two day National Conference on e-Governance concluded in Visakhapatnam.  

 The Union Minister of State for Electronics and Information Technology and Law & 

Justice P.P. Chaudhary chaired the valedictory session of the 20th National Conference 

on e-Governance.  

 Khanderi, the second Scorpene class submarine that has superior stealth and the ability 

to launch a crippling attack with torpedoes as well as tube-launched anti-ship missiles 

whilst underwater or on surface, was launched at the Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders 

Limited (MDL). 

 The Indian Navy's submarine arm will complete 50 years on December 8 this year. 

 The Assam Chief Minister  Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister of State (Independent 

Charge) Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public 

Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh and Union Minister 

of State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju inaugurated the Digidhan Mela organized in 

Guwahati. The two-day Digidhan Mela is being organised with an aim to enable citizens 

and merchants to familiarize and adopt real time digital transactions. 

 Wind Turbine maker Suzlon Group said it won a 226.8 megawatt wind power project 

from an independent power producer (IPP) in Andhra Pradesh.The order consists of 108 

units of S111 90 m tubular tower with rated capacity of 2.1 MW. The project will be 

located in Anantapur district of Andhra Pradesh, and is scheduled for completion by 

March 2017.  

 A Mobile app named “SEZ India” has been launched by the Commerce Secretary on 

06.1.2017.  SEZ Division, Department of Commerce under its broader e-Governance 

initiative i.e. SEZ Online System, has developed mobile app for Special Economic Zones 

(SEZs).    



 Gujarat government said that 25,578 memorandum of understanding (MoUs) were inked 

during the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit, but refrained to give the amount of 

investment they will generate.       

 The Karnataka government and the Railways Ministry signed a memorandum of 

understanding in what is seen as a step towards realising the city's long standing demand 

for a suburban railway system to address its notorious traffic congestion. 

 Minister of Railways Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu unveiled Mission 41k during the 

Roundtable Discussion with External Stakeholders on Energy Initiatives of Indian 

Railways. Suresh Prabhu said that Ministry of Railways has come up with Mission 41k 

to save Rs. 41000 crore in the next decade in Railways’ energy costs.  

 All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi signed MoUs with NBCC 

(India) Limited, HSCC (India) Limited and with HITES HLL Life Care Ltd to expand 

infrastructure and other facilities.     

 To put an innovative progress in elementary education sector of the country by 

continuous monitoring of the flagship scheme - Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Union 

Human Resource Development Minister Prakash Javadekar yesterday launched a 

dedicated web portal 'ShaGun', which has been prepared by World Bank in collaboration 

with Ministry of Human Resource Development. 

 President Pranab Mukherjee has approved changes in government rules to allow merger 

of rail budget with the central budget. The Department of Economic Affairs has been 

entrusted with the work relating to preparation of central budget including rail budget, 

as per a recent order issued by Cabinet Secretariat. 

 MoS DoNER Dr Jitendra Singh and MoS Agriculture Parshottam Rupala inaugurated 

International Symposium on Medicinal and Aromatic Plants of India. 

 Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh declared Dharamsala as the second 

capital of the state. Singh said the city fully deserved the status because of its history and 

significance. The Dalai Lama’s residence and the headquarters of Central Tibetan 

Administration (the Tibetan government in exile) are in Dharamsala. 

 The Ministry of AYUSH inked a MoU with the Advertising Standards Council of India 

(ASCI) to identify potential misleading advertisements in its advertising sector. 

 Under the MoU, the ASCI will also process complaints against the misleading 

advertisements through its Consumer Complaints Council (CCC). 



 Indian Navy's biggest aircraft carrier, INS Vikramaditya will soon to have an ATM 

onboard. State Bank of India will launch the ATM facility onboard premier warship 

today in Karwar, Karnataka. 

 Ministry of MSME, Government of India finalised MoU on MSME Cooperation with 

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) member countries. The MoU will take effect for 

each party upon signature by 5 countries. The MoU finalized would be signed soon at 

an appropriate forum. 

 A Joint Venture Agreement was signed on 20th January, 2017 between Ministry of 

Railways and Government of Jharkhand for developing railway infrastructure in the 

State. 

 Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurated the 4 lakh square feet state-of-the-

art IT building, ‘Jyothirmaya’ at the Infopark in Kochi.  ‘Jyothirmaya’, constructed as 

part of the second phase of development in Infopark, will generate 4000 job 

opportunities in the field of IT sector . 

 Bharat Parv, a national festival showcasing the country’s diverse culture, cuisines, 

handicrafts and catch glimpses of a progressive India was inaugurated by Dr. Mahesh 

Sharma, Minister of State (Independent charge) for Tourism and Culture at Red Fort, 

Delhi . Bharat Parv event is being organized by the Government of India at the Red Fort, 

Delhi from 26th to 31st January 2017, as part of the Republic Day 2017 Celebrations.    

 The Union Cabinet, presided by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, gave its post-facto 

approval for launching of Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana 2017 (VPBY 2017). 

 The Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana 2017 is a part of Union Government’s commitment 

for financial inclusion and social security. 

 Assam joins the growing list of states hosting literary jamborees with the three-day 

Brahmaputra Literary Festival (BLF), which will see the participation of more than 150 

authors from India and abroad .  

 According to a global report the Delhi-based Observer Research Foundation has 

emerged as the top think tank in the country.  

 According to the latest "Global Go to Think Tank Index Report" the ORF bagged the 

top spot in the country in the China, India, Japan and the Republic of Korea category. 

 Assam Governor Banwarilal Purohit has been given the additional charge of Meghalaya 

following the resignation of V Shanmuganathan. 



 The charge of Meghalaya will be in addition to his present charge as the Governor of 

Assam. 

 Telangana government signed a memorandum of agreement with Frances 

AEROCAMPUS Aquitaine on setting up an aero skills academy. 

 Hindustan Petroleum Corp (HPCL) and GAIL India has signed an agreement with the 

Andhra Pradesh government for setting up Rs 40,000-crore petrochemical plant in the 

state. 

 The 50:50 joint venture will set up a 1.5-million tonnes ethylene derivatives plant, which 

will produce a wide range of petrochemical raw materials for the manufacture of 

detergents, paints and coatings, cosmetics, textiles and adhesives.  

 The North Eastern Council (NEC) and the Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), 

Ministry of Textiles signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in Shillong, to 

harness the hidden potential of Cane and Bamboo of North Eastern Region.     

 Reliance Defence and Engineering Ltd (RDEL) has signed Rs. 916 crore contract with 

Defence Ministry for design and construction of 14 fast patrol vessels for Indian Coast 

Guard.RDEL is a wholly—owned arm of Reliance Infrastructure Ltd (RInfra). 

Jallikattu Bill Receives President's Nod  

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister O Panneerselvam said the Bill to replace an ordinance for 

the conduct of Jallikattu has received President Pranab Mukherjee's assent and thanked 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his support in enabling the bull taming sport to be 

held in the state. 

DARPG starts ‘DARPGSEVA’ to address issues related to public grievances and 

administrative reforms  

The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG), Ministry 

of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions has started its Twitter Seva. The Twitter 

Handle is ‘DARPGSEVA’. The Twitter Seva aims to address issues relating to the 

DARPG like Public Grievances and Administrative Reforms etc. The Twitter Seva will 

enable the DARPG to reach out to the common public and various stakeholders for 

facilitating redress of grievances and other issues of importance relating to the 

department. 

Naidu unveils logo, tag line of NCRTC  

Union Minister Venkaiah Naidu unveiled the logo and the tag line of National Capital 

Region Transport Corporation (NCRTC), a body responsible for development of rail-



based suburban regional rapid transport system (RRTS) to reduce travel time between 

NCR towns.  

Cancer research institute inaugurated  

An institute dedicated to building collaboration in the areas of cancer prevention, 

research and care called the Centre of Integrative Oncology was inaugurated in New 

Delhi. 

The unveiling was carried out by Dr Saumya Swaminathan, Secretary, Director General, 

Indian Council for Medical Research and Ajit M Sharan, Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH. 

Haryana government approves policy on land acquisition  

The Haryana government approved a policy on purchase of land voluntarily offered to 

government by farmers for development projects. A decision to this effect was taken in 

a meeting of the State Cabinet, which met under the chairmanship of Chief Minister 

Manohar Lal Khattar Chandigarh. 

Niti Ayog launches 'India Innovation Index'  

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant launched "India Innovation Index", the nation's first 

online innovation index portal which will rank states based on their innovations.  

AP to host first National Women’s Parliament  

Aiming to empower women, Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly is set to host the 

country's first National Women’s Parliament in Amravati where it will connect over 

10,000 higher secondary girls with eminent women personalities. 

Power Ministry crosses milestone of electrifying 12,000 villages  

Power Ministry has so far achieved the milestone of electrifying over 12,000 villages 

out of 18,452 unelectrified villages. 

Mastercard, CAIT launch campaign to promote digital payments  

Trader’s body CAIT along with Mastercard launched a campaign to create awareness 

among traders to push adoption of digital payments to grow business. 

As part of the Digital Apnao Vyapar Badhao campaign, 500 camps across 30 cities will 

be held over 90 days to enable 5 lakh merchants and traders to get on-board digital 

platform. 

Surakhpur village is Delhi's 1st fully digital village  

Surakhpur village in south-west Delhi was declared the first fully digital payment 

enabled village of the national capital.  



According to the district administration, all 113 households in the village have at least 

one Aadhaar seeded bank account linked with mobile phones. It makes this village 100 

per cent digital payment enabled village. 

India to host first BIMSTEC national security chiefs meeting  

India will host the first-ever meeting of national security chiefs of BIMSTEC member 

countries to discuss action against terrorism, extremism and radicalisation. 

 Naval reconnaissance aircraft test-fires anti-ship missile  

The Indian Navy's maritime patrol aircraft Ilyushin 38 Sea Dragon (IL 38 SD) carried 

out a successful anti-ship missile firing on a target ship in the Arabian Sea. 

Ananthkumar inaugurates Orientation Programme for launching of 1000 Pradhan 

Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) 

Union Minister of Chemicals & Fertilizers and Parliamentary Affairs, Ananth kumar 

inaugurated and presided over the orientation programme for the district conveners of 

National Yuva Cooperative Society (NYCS), for launching of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 

Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) in the country. The workshop was targeted to educate 

and channelize youth to synergize their efforts for taking ahead the mission to open 3000 

PMBJKs by March 2017. 

As a follow up activity to the MoU signed earlier between Bureau of Pharma PSUs of 

India (BPPI) and NYCS for establishing 1000 PMBJKs in the country, the workshop 

served the purpose of laying the details of the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana (PMBJP) threadbare and presented a future model of a PMBJK before the 

district conveners of NYCS. Representatives from 24 States and 106 districts from 

across the country attended the programme to further help spread the scheme in their 

respective zones and bring momentum in opening of PMBJKs. 

On the occasion, Ananth Kumar emphasized on the need to open more and more 

PMBJKs, which should be based on 3As – Authenticity, Availability and Affordability. 

He also appreciated the efforts made by BPPI and NYCS in achieving the same. As only 

40% of the population is able to avail branded medicines whereas the remaining 60% 

are deprived of it due to poverty and other reasons, the PMBJKs will provide affordable 

quality medicine to all citizens, under PMBJP which is an initiative of the Department 

of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers. Currently there are 777 

PMBJKs and the target is to achieve 3000 kendras by March 2017. 



The gathering constituted of Ministry officials, around 170 delegates from various 

districts, BPPI officials, Medical and Pharma association representatives, representatives 

from Health Service Projects and Hospitals (Swasthya Seva Pakalps), Medical and 

Pharma sector entrepreneurs who gave their suggestions for smooth and effective 

implementation of the Pariyojana down the line at grassroots level. 

Dr. Harsh Vardhan released Braille Atlas for Visually Impaired  

The Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences Dr. Harsh Vardhan 

released the Special Edition of “Atlas for Visually Impaired (India)” in English Braille 

in New Delhi. This Braille Atlas has been prepared by National Atlas and Thematic 

Mapping Organisation (NATMO) under Department of Science & Technology. 

Gujarat becomes first State to establish cashless system for distribution of food 

grains  

Gujarat in the first week of February 2017 became the first State in the country to 

establish a cashless system for distribution of food grains. 

Khattar lays foundation stones of 21 colleges via video conferencing  

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar  laid the foundation stones of 21 

government colleges in 13 districts in the state through video conferencing, on the 

occasion of Guru Ravidas Jayanti.  

President inaugurates solar power project in President's Estate  

President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the first phase of a solar power project in the 

President's Estate that would generate 670 kilowatt electricity for the sprawling 

premises.  

Govt appoints directors of 10 IIMs; G Raghuram to head IIM-Bangalore  

The directors of 10 Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs), including that in Bangalore, 

have been appointed by the government. 

Professor G Raghuram will be the Director of IIM-Bangalore, an order issued by the 

personnel ministry said. 

Raghuram has been a faculty member at IIM-Ahmedabad since 1985. He was also Dean 

(Faculty) there from September 2013 to December 2015. 

Rs 18,000 crore Ken-Betwa river linking project cleared  

The investment clearance committee, comprising officials from NITI Aayog and Union 

Water Resources Ministry, for Ken-Betwa River linking today gave the nod for the Rs 



18,000-crore national project envisaged to address drinking water and irrigation 

requirements of the parched Bundelkhand region. 

Thaawarchand Gehlot Inaugurates ‘2ND Workshop to Train Professionals as 

Master Trainers for using INCLEN Tools’  

Thaawarchand Gehlot, Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment inaugurated the 

“2nd workshop to train Professionals as Master Trainers for using INCLEN Tools” 

organized by the National Trust, a statutory body under the Department of 

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of Social Justice & 

Empowerment. Gehlot wished all the professional Master Trainers a bright future ahead.   

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi inaugurates “Hunar Haat” showcasing rich & exquisite 

skills of Master Artisans  

Union Minister of State for Minority Affairs (Independent Charge) and Parliamentary 

Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi inaugurated the second edition of “Hunar Haat”. It is 

being organized by the Minority Affairs Ministry to encourage, promote and provide 

national and international market to master artisans/craftsmen belonging to the Minority 

communities from across the country.With the theme “Craft Aur Cuisine Ka Sangam”, 

the second “Hunar Haat” is being organized from 11th to 26th February, 2017 at State 

Emporia Complex, Baba Kharak Singh Marg, Connaught Place.  

INS Sarvekshak goes green; installs solar power system  

Indian Navy's survey vessel INS Sarvekshak has gone green by installing a solar power 

system on board.  

Navy said the system, equipped on the ship, works on sunlight and hence is 100 per cent 

reliable for power source that can be used for communication equipment, battery 

charging and general lightings onboard round the clock with battery outputs during 

night. 

India’s first floating elementary school inaugurated on Manipur’s Loktak Lake  

India’s first floating elementary school named Loktak Elementary Floating School was 

on 13 February 2017 inaugurated at Langolsabi Leikai of Champu Khangpok floating 

village on Loktak Lake in Manipur. 

Palaniswami is AIADMK legislature party leader, OPS expelled  

In fast paced developments, Sasikala loyalist Edappady K Palaniswami was elected as 

Legislature Party Leader following the conviction of the AIADMK general secretary, 

who sacked rebel leader O Panneerselvam from the party’s primary membership.  



NIELIT to communicate with students via Data Radio 

Government's IT and Telecom training institute NIELIT has partnered with IT Company 

Data XGen Technologies to use its voice-based social messaging platform Data Radio 

to send communications to students enrolled with it. 

Govt gives green signal to merger of SBI, associate banks  

Seeking to create a global sized bank, the government gave go ahead to the merger plan 

of SBI and its five associate banks but did not take a decision with regard to Bharatiya 

Mahila Bank. 

Airbus signs MoU for setting up Centre of Excellence in Hyderabad  

Airbus signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for establishing a Centre of 

Excellence for aerospace skill development in Hyderabad, together with the Government 

of Telangana, National Skill Development Corporation India and AEROCAMPUS 

France.  

Piyush Goyal launches TAMRA Portal and Mobile Application to ensure 

transparent award of Statutory Clearances for Mining Operations  

Union Minister of State (IC) for Power, Coal, New & Renewable Energy and Mines, 

Piyush Goyal presided over the launching of the Transparency, Auction Monitoring and 

Resource Augmentation (TAMRA) Portal and Mobile Application, developed by the 

Ministry of Mines. It was simultaneously launched across 12 mineral rich States. Goyal 

also made an important announcement that the Government is planning on bringing 

amendments to mining rules to bring transparency in award of exploration and mining 

licences for the 100 identified off-shore mineral blocks soon. 

Dr. Mahesh Sharma launches pre-loaded Sim Card for Tourists arriving in India 

on E-visa  

Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Tourism and Culture, 

launched the initiative of the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India for providing 

pre-loaded Sim Card to foreign tourists arriving in India on e-Visa. Addressing on the 

occasion, he said that this unique initiative will facilitate the foreign tourists in 

communicating with their acquaintances immediately after their arrival in India. Earlier, 

the Ministry of Tourism had also launched a 24 x 7 Tourist Helpline 1800111363 in 

Twelve foreign languages so that the foreign tourists can get the required information in 

their own language.  

ICAI, Railways ink pact for accrual-based financial statements  



Chartered accountants' apex body ICAI signed an agreement with the Indian Railways 

for moving its accounting system to the accrual format.  

India's vaccine regulatory body NRAI gets highest WHO ratings   

The National Regulatory Authority of India (NRAI) has been given the maximum ratings 

by global health body World Health Organisation for vaccine regulations.  

Nagaland: Chief Minister TR Zeliang resigned  

Nagaland Chief Minister TR Zeliang resigned as Chief Minister of the state on 19 

February 2017. He resigned in the backdrop of widespread protests in the state, which 

was triggered due to government’s decision to reserve 33 percent seats for women in 

urban local bodies. 

MoU signed between NSFDC, M/O SJ&E & Development  

The Ministries of Textiles and Social Justice and Empowerment entered a pact which 

aims at improving the earnings of scheduled caste artisans across the country and 

enhance their participation at domestic and international level. 

Maruti Suzuki India sets up 4th water ATM in Manesar Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) 

said it has inaugurated its fourth drinking water project at Bas Hariya village, Manesar.  

Solar power capacity to be doubled to 40,000 Mw 

The government approved doubling of capacity to 40,000 MW in solar parks and Ultra 

Mega Solar Power Projects (UMSPP). 

Telangana Govt signs MoU with NABARD for Rs 874-crore loan  

The Telangana Government signed a MoU with NABARD for a loan of Rs 874 crore to 

the Horticulture Development Corporation to cover 3.15 lakh acres under Micro 

Irrigation scheme for 2016-17 and 2017-18. 

PM Narendra Modi unveils 112-foot Shiva statue in Coimbatore 

On the occasion of Maha Shivratri, Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a 112-foot- 

tall Shiva statue in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. Extolling the ancient Indian discipline of 

Yoga, the Prime Minister called for efforts to protect nature and mould human activities 

to bring them in sync with ecological surroundings. 

RAHAT medical project launched in Rajasthan  

The Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Vasundhara Raje inaugurated a medical project called 

Rajasthan Heart Attack Treatment programme (RAHAT), launched by Eternal Heart 

Care Center Hospital in Jaipur, on 25 February 2017. 



 The Navy successfully test-fired an anti-ship missile for the first time from an 

indigenously built Kalvari class submarine. 

 The weapon was fired from the submarine, the first of India's six Scorpene-class 

submarines which are being built under the Project 75, and it "successfully hit" a surface 

target during the trial in the Arabian Sea. 

 An indigenous weapon locating radar 'Swathi' was handed over to the army by state-run 

military weapons developer DRDO and it is likely to be deployed along the Line of 

Control in Jammu and Kashmir.  

 The DRDO also handed over a Nuclear, Biological and Chemical (NBC) recce vehicle 

and NBC drugs to the army. 

 The Railways will launch an integrated mobile application for all travel-related services, 

including ticketing, hiring taxis and porters, in order to make a journey hassle-free.  

 In its effort to make Namami Gange programme a mass movement with the involvement 

of more and more voluntary organisations, National Mission for Clean Ganga under 

Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation signed a 

MoU with Rotary India in New Delhi.  

 President of India and Supreme Commander of Indian Armed Forces, Pranab Mukherjee 

awarded the Prestigious President’s Standard and Colours to 125 Helicopter Squadron 

and Mechanical Training Institute (MTI) respectively, during a grand ceremonial parade 

held at Air Force Station Tambaram.  

 Indian Navy's oldest warship INS Viraat retired after nearly six decades in service. Amid 

various proposals for the ship's future after retirement is to sink it and convert it into a 

major tourist attraction for divers, Navy Chief Sunil Lanba told NDTV . 

 Amrita University has set up what it claimed was India's first start-up hub to focus 

exclusively on cybersecurity.  

 The new 'Amrita University Cybersecurity Startup Hub' would enable to usher in a new 

era of innovation, research and startups in the field of cybersecurity, helping Amrita meet 

a critical national need. 

 INS Tillanchang, a Water Jet Fast Attack Craft (WJFAC) was commissioned into the 

Indian Navy by Vice Admiral Girish Luthra, the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief 

Western Naval Command, at Karwar. 

 



 Parliament approved a bill granting women working in the organised sector paid 

maternity leave of 26 weeks, up from 12 weeks now, a decision which will benefit 

around 1.8 million women. 

 The law will apply to all establishments employing 10 or more people and the 

entitlement will be for the first two children. For the third child, the entitlement will be 

12 weeks. 

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley was given the additional charge of the Defence Ministry 

after Manohar Parrikar resigned to take on the new role of Goa Chief Minister 

 The government approved the National Health Policy which proposes to provide 

"assured health services to all" in the country. 

 The National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) has partnered with Amazon India 

to drive digital literacy among women entrepreneurs in Nagaland. 

 The initiative will enable them to sell their products internationally, Skill Development 

and Entrepreneurship Minister Rajiv Pratap Rudy said in a written reply to the Rajya 

Sabha. 

 The three days “International Buddhist Conference” organized by Ministry of Culture 

and Nava Nalanda Mahaviahra, Deemed University was inaugurated by His Holiness 

The Dalai Lama and Dr.Mahesh Sharma, Minister of Culture and Tourism at Rajgir 

International Buddhist Conference, Bihar. N.K. Sinha, Secretary M/o Culture and Shri 

M.L. Shrivastava, Vice-Chancellor, Nava Nalanda Mahaviahra Deemed University were 

present on the occasion.  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will dedicate to the nation, India's longest road tunnel 

built on the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway, which will cut short the distance 

between Jammu and Srinagar by nearly 30 km.  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Sahibganj in Jharkhand on April 6 to lay the 

foundation stone for a Rs 1,955 crore bridge to be constructed over the Ganga.  

 The Union Cabinet has approved the setting up of a National Commission for Socially 

and Educationally Backward Classes (NSEBC) as a constitutional body. 

 The Bill to provide constitutional status to the body will be introduced in Parliament. 

 In a boost to India's martime prowess, the Navy has successfully conducted the maiden 

trial firing of newly installed surface-to-air Barak missile system from its aircraft carrier 

INS Vikramaditya. 



 During the firing carried out in the Arabian Sea, the missile was fired against a live low 

flying high speed target. 

 Three naval systems, developed by premier defence research organisation DRDO, was 

handed over to the navy by Defence Minister Arun Jaitley. 

 The naval systems, given to Indian Navy, are USHUS-II submarine sonar, directing gear 

for hull-mounted sonar array, and inertial navigation system for ship applications. 

 Radha Mohan Singh, Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, on 23 March 

2017, launched a Coffee Table Book titled “50 Years – The Great Indian Milk 

Revolution.” 

 State-run Pawan Hans has joined hands with public sector chopper maker Hindustan 

Aeronautics (HAL) to train helicopter pilots. Pawan Hans is a joint venture where state-

owned ONGC holds 49 per cent. 

 Tanushree Pareek became the first woman combat officer to be commissioned in the 51-

year history of the BSF, the country’s largest border guarding force. 

 Pareek (25) also led the passing out parade of 67 trainee officers that was reviewed by 

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh at the Border Security Force camp. 

 Information & Broadcasting Minister M Venkaiah Naidu launched the online film 

certification system, e-cinepramaan, with an aim to censor corruption and promote clean 

cinema. 

 Indian Navy's latest surveillance ship, INLCU L51 was commissioned and it will be part 

of the fleet deployed to check poaching, illegal fishing, drug trafficking and other 

unlawful activities in the Indian Ocean region.  

 It is the first of the eight ships of the LCU Mk IV Class and has been built by M/s Garden 

Reach Ship Builders & Engineers Ltd, Kolkata.  

 Telecom gear maker Ericsson has signed an agreement with IIT Delhi to jointly work on 

a programme for 5G technology development in India. 

 Ericsson and the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT Delhi) have signed a 

memorandum of understanding to jointly roll out a 5G for India programme. 

NSE, AP govt sign MoU to fuel growth of MSMEs 

Top stock exchange NSE inked a pact with Andhra Pradesh government to help micro, 

small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in the state to raise capital through listing on 

the bourses platform. 



As per the memorandum of understanding (MoU), the AP government would facilitate 

MSMEs to get listed on NSE Emerge, the platform for small and medium enterprises, 

by supporting such firms financially or otherwise, in bearing the expenses related to 

listing. 

Indo-Thai joint military exercise from July 3 in Himachal 

The armies of India and Thailand will begin the yearly joint training exercise 'Maitree 

2017' from July 3 to July 17 at Bakloh in Himachal Pradesh. 

Approximately 50 troops from Royal Thailand Army and an equal number of Indian 

soldiers from the Northern Command will participate in the exercise. 

PM Modi releases special postal stamp, commemorative coin to mark Shrimad 

Rajchandra's 150th birth anniversary 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a special postal stamp and commemorative coin 

at the Sabarmati Ashram Centenary on the occasion of the 150th birth anniversary of 

Mahatma Gandhi's spiritual guru Shrimad Rajchandra. 

Rajchandra was the spiritual guru of Mahatma Gandhi.  

SCIENCE 

 According to the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) sources 

India successfully test-fired its nuclear-capable strategic ballistic missile Agni-IV with 

a strike range of 4000 km as part of a user trial from a test range off Odisha coast. 

 China plans to conduct a “record” number of 30 space launch missions this year as part 

of its efforts to expand its ambitious space programme. 

 Rare and brief bursts of cosmic radio waves have puzzled astronomers since they were 

first detected nearly 10 years ago.Some suggested these mysterious bursts of energy 

could be a sign of alien life trying to contact us. 

 The rocket Kuaizhou-1A (KZ-1A) has sent three satellites into space in its first 

commercial mission. The rocket, carrying the satellite JL-1 and two CubeSats XY-S1 

and Caton-1, blasted off from northwestern China's Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center at 

around 12:11 pm Beijing Time. 

 Indian Space Research Organisation and French Space agency (CNES) signed a 

partnership agreement in satellite launch technology. 



 The Indian Medical Association (IMA) has launched a country wide campaign "Puchna 

Mat Bhulo" as a part of which it will urge doctors to request relatives or legal heirs, in 

case of routine death, for donation of eyes and organs (in case of brain death).  

 According to government data, 200,000 people are wait-listed for kidneys in India and 

30,000 currently await a liver. Legal donations meet about 3 to 5 per cent of the demand.  

 ISRO has successfully tested its indigenously developed cryogenic engine in a major 

step forward for its landmark ‘GSLV Mk III’ rocket, scheduled for launch within the 

first quarter this year. Cryogenic engines are used in the upper stage of a rocket launch 

as they provide the maximum thrust to a launcher vehicle. 

Vampire star caught in the act by Indian space observatory  

India's first dedicated space observatory, ASTROSAT, has captured the rare 

phenomenon of a small, 6-billion-year-old "vampire" star "preying" on a bigger celestial 

body.  

Scientists say the smaller star, also called a "blue straggler", feeds off its companion star 

by sucking out its mass and energy, causing its eventual death.  

Scientists discover 2 billion years of volcanic activity on Mars  

Scientists have discovered evidence of two billion years of volcanic activity on Mars. 

The discovery was made following an analysis of a meteorite from the planet, which was 

found in Africa in 2012. 

The finding confirms that some of the oldest volcanoes present in the solar system may 

be found on Mars. It also offers new evidence on the planet’s evolution and gives more 

insight into its history of volcanic activity. The study was published in a journal called 

Science Advances. 

ISRO develops Telemetry and Telecommand Processor 

Indian Space Research Organisation has said that the indigenous development of 

Telemetry & Telecommand Processor (TTCP) has been realised and its 

productionisation will be initiated with the help of Indian industry.  

The processor, whose indigenous development was taken up by ISRO as part of Make 

in India campaign, replaces the expensive imported equipment.  

Interceptor missile successfully test-fired  

India successfully test-fired its interceptor missile off the Odisha coast, achieving a 

significant milestone in the direction of developing a two-layered Ballistic Missile 

Defence system.  



The interceptor was launched from Abdul Kalam Island (Wheeler Island) of ITR at about 

7.45 AM. 

This mission, termed as "PDV mission is for engaging the targets in the exo-atmosphere 

region at an altitude above 50 km of earth's atmosphere", said a Defence Research 

Development Organisation (DRDO) official.  

China to launch night light observing satellite  

China is set to launch its first remote-sensing satellite capable of detecting large lighted 

structures on the ground at night.  

The Luojia-1A, a 10-kilogramme mini satellite, is being developed by scientists at 

Wuhan University in Hubei province and will carry a highly sensitive night light camera 

with a 100-meter ground image resolution, Li Deren, chief scientist of the project was 

quoted as saying by state-run China News Service. 

China plans to launch first cargo spacecraft  

China plans to launch its first cargo spacecraft using a heavy rocket to carry supplies for 

its experimental space laboratory. 

The Tianzhou-1 cargo spacecraft will be carried by Long March-7 Y2 carrier rocket in 

April. 

NASA to create first-ever space technology research institutes  

NASA has selected proposals for the creation of two multi-disciplinary, university-led 

research institutes that will focus on the development of technologies critical to 

extending human presence deeper into our solar system.  

 India successfully test-fired its indigenously developed supersonic interceptor missile 

capable of destroying any incoming enemy ballistic missile at low altitude. 

 This the second time that the missile has been test-fired in less than a month and is part 

of an effort to put in place a multi-layer missile defence system. 

 Scientists, including one of Indian origin, have created one of the highest-resolution 3D 

maps of dark matter ever, offering detailed evidence for the existence of the elusive 

particles believed to make up about 80 per cent of the universe.  

 The dark matter map is derived from Hubble Space Telescope Frontier Fields data of a 

trio of galaxy clusters that act as cosmic magnifying glasses to peer into older, more 

distant parts of the universe, a phenomenon known as gravitational lensing. 



 An upcoming space telescope - the most powerful probe ever built - may help find if any 

of the seven newly discovered planets around the TRAPPIST-1 star can host life, NASA 

scientists say.  

 Radha Mohan Singh, Union Agriculture and Farmer's Welfare Minister, on 11 March 

2017 laid the foundation stone of the Banana Research Centre at Gorole, Vaishali, Bihar. 

 The Banana Research Centre is established to fulfil the aspirations of the banana growers 

of Vaishali. 

 Japan has launched a surveillance satellite 'IGS Radar-5' aboard an H-2A rocket. 

 These types of satellites are designed to capture images from several hundred kilometres 

above the earth and are used to monitor the areas where North Korea conducts its ballistic 

 In a key advance for safely navigating future human exploration of the solar system, 

NASA said it is set to send its next-generation atomic clock to space in late 2017. This 

clock will be smaller, lighter and magnitudes more precise than any atomic clock flown 

in space before.  

 Scientists have identified a crater on Mars, possibly created by an asteroid that triggered 

150 metre-high tsunami waves when it plunged into an ocean on the red planet three 

billion years ago. 

 The researchers have identified what they think is the best candidate for the impact 

crater, a 120km-wide bowl called Lomonosov. The feature is extremely degraded today, 

with a collapsed crater rim. 

 NASA is planning to launch a balloon-based observatory that will measure emissions 

from the interstellar medium - the cosmic material found between stars. 

 The data from the mission will help scientists determine the life cycle of interstellar gas 

in our Milky Way galaxy, witness the formation and destruction of star-forming clouds, 

and understand the dynamics and gas flow in the vicinity of the centre of our galaxy. 

 SpaceX has launched its first recycled rocket, the biggest leap yet in its bid to drive down 

costs and speed up flights. 

 The Falcon 9 blasted off from Florida's Kennedy Space Center, hoisting a broadcasting 

satellite into the early evening clear sky on the historic rocket reflight. It was the first 

time SpaceX founder Elon Musk tried to fly a booster that soared before on an orbital 

mission. 

Scientists have detected atmosphere around an Earth-like planet  



Scientists have for the first time detected atmosphere around an Earth-like planet beyond 

our solar system. 

China launches 1st high-throughput communications satellite  

China successfully launched a new communication satellite which will enable 

passengers of high-speed trains to watch high-definition videos smoothly and help those 

at the scene of natural disasters. 

China to launch first cargo spacecraft  

China’s first cargo spacecraft Tianzhou-1 is to be launched into space between APRIL   

20 and 24 to dock with the orbiting experimental space station.  

Iceball planet discovered 13,000 light-years away 

Scientists have discovered a new, frozen planet that has the same mass as that of Earth 

and is located 13,000 light-years away. 

Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu releases Book Titled “Indian Railway- The weaving of 

a National Tapestry”  

Minister of Railways Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu released the book titled “Indian Railway- 

The weaving of a National Tapestry” jointly authored by Bibek Debroy (Member, NITI 

Aayog) Shri Sanjay Chadha (Joint Secretary, Ministry of Commerce) & Ms. Vidya 

Krishnamurthi. 

Multi-national military exercise concludes in Nepal 3 APRIL    

A two-week long multi-national military exercise 'Shanti Prayas III' of the armies from 

28 countries, including India and the US, concluded in Nepal. 

Microsoft Launches Teach Your Children Program to Advance Digital Learning  

Microsoft India rolled out 'Teach Your Children' program under Microsoft Aspire 

School Program Suite for advancing its efforts to digitally transform education in the 

country. 

India among top three nations for the third year running in Wada's doping 

violation report for 2015  

Sporting minnows India has been ranked third for the third year in a row in a doping 

violation report published by World Anti-Doping Agency for 2015 with 117 athletes 

from the country being punished after testing positive for banned substances. 

Connaught Place world's 9th most costly office location: CBRE 

Delhi's Connaught Place is the world's 9th most expensive office location with annual 

prime rent of USD 105.71 per sq ft, says property consultant CBRE. 



Communication satellite GSAT-17 launched from French Guiana 

India's latest communication satellite GSAT-17 was successfully launched by a heavy 

duty rocket of Arianespace from the spaceport of Kourou in French Guiana. 

The GSAT-17 with a lift-off mass of about 3,477 kg carries payloads in Normal C- band, 

Extended C-band and S-band to provide various communication services.  

GSAT-17 that will strengthen ISRO's current fleet of 17 telecommunications satellites 

was launched into a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO).  

MISCELLANEOUS 

 The list, featured in ABTA’s ‘Travel Trends Report 2017’, has Kerala in the eighth spot 

— higher than premier destinations like the US, South Africa and Vietnam. 

 ‘God’s Own Country’ is the only Indian entry in the list of 12 tourist hotspots brought 

out by the Association of British Travel Agents (ABTA). 

 Over 30 Indian-origin innovators, entrepreneurs and leaders have been featured in the 

2017 edition of Forbes list of super achievers under the age of 30 who seek to break the 

status quo and transform the world. The Forbes list has 30 game changers in 20 industries 

including healthcare, manufacturing, sports and finance. 

 The 14th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (PBD) convention began in Bengaluru.  

 The three-day event kick started with the Youth PBD, the theme of which is 'Role of 

Diaspora Youth in the Transformation of India'.  

 A 20-year-old Sikh girl will represent Malaysia at the Miss Universe 2016 finals at 

Manila.  

 Kiranmeet Kaur Baljeet Singh Jassal, won Miss Universe Malaysia title in 2016 and was 

awarded 'Miss My Dentist Winning Smile' subsidiary title. 

 An Indian-American student has won a $5,000 scholarship for writing an essay on 

contribution of dental health on the well-being of children and families in the US. Arth 

Patel, a student at the UCLA School of Dentistry. 

 India has slipped 3 places to 92nd rank on the global index of talent competitiveness that 

measures how countries grow, attract and retain talent, a list topped by Switzerland. 

 India's ranking is worst among the five BRICS countries. While China was ranked at the 

54th place, Russian Federation was placed at 56th, followed by South Africa at 67th and 

Brazil 81st. Last year, India came in at 89th on the index. 



 Faring better than last year, India has emerged as the most trusted nation in terms of its 

institutions by general population even as there has been a "global implosion of trust" 

worldwide.The Indian government is also the second most trusted after neighbouring 

China, according to the 2017 Edelman Trust Barometer released  ahead of the World 

Economic Forum (WEF) annual meet.  

 Bollywood Actor Shah Rukh Khan launched famous filmmaker Karan Johar’s biography 

'An Unsuitable Boy'.  

 India features among top six for global executives when it comes to overall growth 

prospects over the next 12 months, but enthusiasm for investing in the country has 

dropped from three years ago, finds out a survey. According to the annual global CEO 

survey of consultancy giant PwC, released here at the WEF annual meeting, the top two 

markets from the growth point of view are the US, as voted by 43 per cent of respondents, 

followed by China (33 per cent).   

 Indian passport has been ranked a lowly 78 in a global ranking of the world's most 

powerful passports which was topped by Germany. 

 India stands at 78th position with a visa-free score of 46, ahead of China and Pakistan 

which are ranked 58th and 94th on the list respectively. 

 According to JLL's fourth annual City Momentum Index, Six Indian cities have made it 

to the world's 30 most dynamic places with Bengaluru topping the chart. Other Indian 

cities in the list are Hyderabad (5th), Pune (13th), Chennai (18th), Delhi (23th) and 

Mumbai (25th). 

 The President of India, Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the 28th Dantan Gramin Mela -

2017 at Dantan, Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal. 

 Speaking on the occasion, the President Pranab Mukherjee expressed concern over 

growing tensions and difference of opinion in society.  

 In a powerful testament to the warming of the planet, two leading U.S. science agencies 

jointly declared 2016 the hottest year on record, surpassing the previous record set just 

last year — which itself had topped a record set in 2014. NASA found a bigger leap 

upward of temperatures in 2016, measuring the year as .22 degrees Fahrenheit higher 

than the prior record year of 2015. The agency also noted that since the year 2001, the 

planet has seen “16 of the 17 warmest years on record.” 



 Aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya backed by nuclear submarine INS Chakra besides 

fighting assets of the Indian Navy and Coast Guard have come together in the country’s 

biggest inter-service Tropex exercise along the western seaboard. 

 The navy's annual Theatre Readiness Operational Exercise (TROPEX) got underway on 

January 24. 

 Iris Mittenaere from France has been crowned the new Miss Universe during the 65th 

edition of the pageant, while Miss Haiti Raquel Pelissier was named first runner-up. 

 Iris, 24, is a Parisian native, currently pursuing a degree in dental surgery. She plans to 

use her Miss Universe platform to advocate for dental and oral hygiene.  

19th Bharat Rang Mahotsav begins in New Delhi  

The 19th Bharat Rang Mahotsav or International Theatre Festival of India commenced 

on 1 February 2017 in New Delhi. The 21-day festival will conclude on 21 February 

2017. 

The 19th Bharat Rang Mahotsav will pay special attention on the different genres of 

Indian theatre. 

Kareena is 'Feel Alive' ambassador for Sony BBC Earth  

Actress Kareena Kapoor Khan has come on board as a 'Feel Alive' ambassador for soon-

to-be launched factual entertainment channel Sony BBC Earth. 

Kareena has been chosen as she is known to have a spirited, 'full-of-life' personality both 

on and off screen. 

Her vibrant persona coupled with her love for the natural world were the key factors in 

opting for Kareena to represent the most awaited channel of 2017. 

India ranks 43rd out of 45 nations in IP environment: Report  

India continues to languish near the bottom in an international intellectual property 

index, ranking 43rd out of 45 global economies, according to a report by the US Chamber 

of Commerces Global Intellectual Property Center (GIPC). 

The GIPC also highlighted the need for the government to build upon the positive 

rhetoric of its IPR policy with the substantial legislative reforms that innovators need. 



This is the fifth year in a row that India has been ranked at the bottom of the pack in the 

index. However, the 2017 report, titled The Roots of Innovation, represents a slight 

improvement in its performance as the country was ranked last or next-to-last in the last 

four years. 

A book by Devashar released in Jaipur  

Pakistani expert and commentator, Tilak Devashar released his recent book ‘Pakistan – 

Courting the Abyss’ in Jaipur.  

The book has been published by Harper Collins. The event was jointly organised by 

Prabha Khaitan Foundation, We Care, Raghu Sinha Mala Mathur Charity Trust along 

with Hotel Hilton as the venue partner.  

Military Exercise Cobra Gold 2017 begins in Thailand  

The Cobra Gold 2017 commenced on 14 February 2017 in Thailand. Cobra Gold is an 

annual multilateral military exercise co-sponsored by Thailand and the USA. 

Hema Malini: Beyond the Dream Girl authored by Ram Kamal Mukherjee  

The HarperCollins Publishers India in the second week of February 2017 announced that 

the biography of Hema Malini, titled Hema Malini: Beyond the Dream Girl, will hit 

bookstores in October 2017. 

 The book will be released on the 69th birthday of the dream girl. 

 The authorised biography is penned by Ram Kamal Mukherjee, a senior journalist and 

author. 

 According to survey Delhi slips two places to rank ninth while Thiruvananthapuram 

retains its number one position in the annual city governance ranking, which evaluated 

21 major cities from the country's 18 states.  

 The Annual Survey of India's City-System (ASICS) was undertaken by not-for-profit 

institution Janaagraha Centre for Citizenship and Democracy (JCCD). 

 "Lipstick Under My Burkha", which was denied a release certificate by the censor board, 

has won the audience award at the Glasgow Film Festival.  

 Delhi Metro has made it to the Limca Book of Records for erecting 200 girders in one 

of its upcoming lines within a month.  

 The feat has been achieved on the Noida - Greater Noida corridor. 



 India will have the largest Muslim population in the world by 2050, American think tank 

Pew Research Centre has predicted in its latest report. The research estimated that India 

will have more than 300 million Muslims by 2050, while continuing to remain a 

majority-Hindu country. 

 Chandigarh will be hosting a three-day long Destination North East 2017 event, aimed 

at showcasing North East as a potential destination for investment. 

 The event is being organised by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 

(DoNER), government of India and an industry body PHD Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry. 

 A book chronicling digital progress in Madhya Pradesh, penned by Bhopal-based 

journalist and author Sarman Nagele, has been released in Japan. 

 Digital Madhya Pradesh, written in Hindi, was released by Asian Productivity 

Organisation Secretary General Santhi Kanoktanaporn recently. 

 Chinese smartphone maker OnePlus has roped in Bollywood veteran Amitabh Bachchan 

as its new brand ambassador for India. 

 A two-week-long Indo-Nepal joint military exercise 'Surya Kiran' began at Pithoragarh 

in Uttarakhand with an aim to enhance anti-terror cooperation.  

 Christened 'Surya Kiran', it is eleventh such joint exercise between armies of the two 

countries in oosting counter insurgency operations in mountainous terrain. 

 IISc (Indian Institute of Science) Bangalore has been ranked eighth in the Times Higher 

Education or THE Rankings for the year 2017, making it a proud moment for the Indian 

education sector. This is for the first time, an Indian university has featured in the list of 

top 10 universities of the world. 

 The list of 'Best Small Universities in the World 2017' was released recently. Small 

universities are those with fewer than 5,000 students. 

 According to the Hurun Global Rich List the India.Mukesh Ambani, chairman of 

Reliance Industries Ltd, is the richest Indian billionaire with a fortune of Rs175, 400 

crore ($26 billion). 

 Ambani topped the list of 132 individuals in India while globally he is at rank 28. 

 The two-day International Yoga festival is scheduled to begin in New Delhi on 8 March 

2017. 



 The festival is expected to witness participation from more than 3500 participants 

including well-known yoga gurus, masters, scholars, policy makers and representatives 

from over 15-18 countries from across the world. 

 Shreya Ghoshal has become the first Indian singer to make it to Madame Tussauds, with 

her wax figure set to be showcased at the upcoming Delhi wing of the musuem. 

 Ghoshal's statue will be seen striking a singing pose. 

 The 105th session of Indian Science Congress, a gathering of scientific luminaries from 

countries across the world, will be held at the city-based Osmania University (OU) from 

January 3 to 7 next year. 

 Hyderabad has been ranked as the top Indian city in the quality of living ranking, for the 

third year in a row, as per Mercer's Quality of Living rankings 2017. For the second year 

in a row, according to the study, New Delhi continues to be ranked lowest, with scores 

remaining constant. 

 India has fared moderately in a global ranking of countries as per the percentage of 

women appointed in ministerial positions, but was at a bleak position in another list on 

number of women parliamentarians.  

 The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and UN Women launched the 'Women in Politics 

2017 Map', a visual representation of women's political empowerment on the sidelines 

of the ongoing session of the Commission on the Status of Women here. 

 India ranked 88th out of 186 countries in the list with of 18.5 per cent of women 

appointed in ministerial positions as of January 1, 2017. Countries like Rwanda, Kenya, 

Mozambique and South Sudan fared better than India in the ranking.  

 Five Indians have made it to the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) 100 Young Global 

Leaders list 2017.  

 The individuals who represented India in the list include Paytm Founder and CEO Vijay 

Shekhar Sharma, Shruti Shibulal of The Tamara Hospitality, Blippar Founder and CEO 

Ambarish Mitra, Hindol Sengupta, Editor at large Fortune India and Rwitwika 

Bhattacharya — Agarwal Founder and CEO Swaniti Initiative. 

 NRI businessmen Hindujas have retained their position as the richest Asians in the UK 

in 2017 with an estimated wealth of 19 billion pounds, an increase of 2.5 billion pounds 

over last year, according to an annual ranking of the richest Asians in Britain. 



 Steel tycoon Lakshmi N Mittals secured the second place with a fortune of 12.6 billion 

pounds - up from 6.4 billion pounds last year - in the Eastern Eye Asian Rich List, 

Britains 101 Wealthiest Asians 2017. 

 Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates once again topped the Forbes magazine list of the 

world's richest billionaires, while US President Donald Trump slipped more than 200 

spots to rank 544th. 

 Gates, whose wealth is estimated at $86 billion, led the list for the fourth straight year. 

 India ranked a lowly 122 on a list of the world’s happiest countries, dropping four slots 

from last year and coming behind China, Pakistan and Nepal. Norway ranks as the 

happiest country in the world, according to The World Happiness Report 2017, which 

ranks 155 countries by their happiness levels.  

 India has ranked a lowly 131 among the 188 countries surveyed for human development, 

a new UN report has said, bracketing the third-largest Asian economy alongside its South 

Asian neighbours like Pakistan, Bhutan and Nepal.  

 India's Human Development Index rank in 2014 was also 131.  

 According to the global energy architecture performance index released by Geneva- 

based World Economic Forum (WEF), India has marginally improved its position to 

87th place in this list.  

 Switzerland has topped this list and was followed by Norway, Sweden, Denmark and 

France in the top five. India's rank improved three places from 90th last year. 

 SBI chief Arundhati Bhattacharya and Indian-origin physician Raj Panjabi have been 

named by Fortune magazine among the world's 50 greatest leaders who are transforming 

the world and inspiring others to do the same. 

 Bhattacharya, Chairman of India's largest bank and the first-ever woman to do so, has 

been ranked 26th on the list while Panjabi, founder and CEO of Last Mile Health, follows 

closely on the 28th spot. 

 Four Indian destinations including Goa and New Delhi, have featured in the top 25 Asia 

list of TripAdvisor’s Travellers Choice awards. 

 According to the Travellers Choice Awards Asia list,India takes the second spot in the 

Asia list with four winning destinations. Thailand leads with five wins. The four Indian 

cities that featured in the top 25 list in Asia are Goa (11), New Delhi (13), Jaipur (18) in 

Rajasthan and Agra (19) in Uttar Pradesh. 



 The Union Government on 22 March 2017 informed that five Indian cities were included 

in the Tentative List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 

 The information was given by the Union Minister of State for Culture and Tourism 

(Independent Charge) Dr Mahesh Sharma in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha. 

 Coal India, ONGC and Indian Oil Corporation emerged as star financial performers 

among India's central public sector enterprises in 2015-16, whereas SAIL, BSNL and 

Air India incurred most losses, a government survey has showed. 

 The Public Enterprises Survey, tracking the performance of CPSEs in 2015-16, revealed 

that the top three loss-making CPSEs -- SAIL, BSNL and Air India -- incurred a loss 

equal to 51.65 per cent of the total loss made by the top 10 loss-making CPSEs in 2015-

16. 

 India has become the third largest aviation market in terms of domestic passenger traffic, 

beating Japan. 

 India's domestic air passenger traffic stood at 100 million in 2016 and was behind only 

the US (719 million) and China (436 million), Sydney-based aviation think-tank Centre 

for Asia Pacific Aviation (CAPA) . 

 Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar released a book ‘Deterioration of higher education’ 

in Patna. 

Priyanka Chopra to endorse Skill India campaign 

Actress Priyanka Chopra will soon be seen endorsing governments flagship Skill India 

campaign, with the National Skill Development Corporation roping in the Bollywood 

celebrity as an ambassador for the initiative. 

Earlier, Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli, batting legend Sachin Tendulkar, Bollywood 

actors Sidharth Malhotra and Shabana Azmi and singer Mohit Chauhan had also become 

goodwill envoys for Skill India. 

Haryana girl Manushi Chhillar is Femina Miss India World 2017 

The 54th Femina Miss India World 2017 winner is Manushi Chhillar from Haryana, 

while the first runner-up is Sana Dua from Jammu and Kashmir and the second runner-

up is Priyanka Kumari from Bihar. 

Besides, Vinali Bhatnagar won the Miss Active crown whereas Vamika Nidhi won the 

special award of ‘Body Beautiful’. 



Two men from Maharashtra pedal to history, become 1st Indians 

Eleven days, 18 hours and 45 minutes after setting out from California, Srinivas 

Gokulnath created history by becoming the first Indian to complete what is considered 

to be the toughest cycle race in the world -- the 4,900-km Race across America (RAAM) 

in solo category. 

Among the nine men who finished, Gokulnath stood 7th while Samarth was right on his 

heels at number 8. The race was won by Christoph Strasser. 

Uttrakhand gets award of excellence at international meet 

Uttarakhand was conferred with the award of excellence at the 2nd Global Skill 

Development Summit held in Paris recently for innovations and extensive use of IT for 

skilling the state’s youth. 

UNESCO names Sharjah as World Book Capital 2019 

Sharjah has been crowned with the prestigious 'the World Book Capital' for 2019 by 

UNESCO for the quality of its literary and cultural activities and for its efforts to make 

books accessible to the entire population of the nation.  Sharjah is the 19th city to become 

World Book Capital. 


