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 INTRODUCTION:
 The process of making a group of people sit as 

per a prefixed manner is called Sitting or Seating 
arrangement.

 Seating Arrangement Questions are one of the 
most important sets in the reasoning section of 
any Competitive Exams. These questions are 
based on a set of information, which contains 
a definite collection of conditions, which also 
gives hidden information along with a set of 
questions (usually 2-3 questions).  The candidate 
is required to decode the information and arrange 
the objects either in a Table, Chart, and Diagram 
in the form of a Row, Square, Circle or any such 
shape which the question may ask for. Information 
available in the questions are distorted and hidden 
in nature and tests candidates’ ability to analyze 
information and solve the same with the help of 
pictorial figures/ diagrams.

 THE IMPORTANT POINT TO SOLVE 
THE QUESTIONS OF SEATING 

ARRANGEMENT:
1.  First of all, take a quick glance at the given 

information. After performing this step, you would 
get an idea of the situation of people or objects.

2.  Next, determine the usefulness of each information 
and classifyc them accordingly into ‘definite 
information’, ‘comparative information’ and 
‘negative information’.

 Notes-
 Definite information- When the place of any 

person or object is definitely mentioned    then we 
say that it is a definite information. 

 e.g., A is sitting on the right end of the bench.
 Comparative information- When the place of 

any person or object is not mentioned definitely 
but mentioned only in the comparison of another 
person or object, then we say that it is comparative 
information.

  e.g., A is sitting second to the right of E. This type 
of information can be helpful when we get certain 
information about E.

 Negative information- A part of the definite 

information may consist of negative information. 
Negative information does not tell us anything 
definitive but it gives an idea to eliminate a 
possibility.

  e.g., C is not sitting to the immediate left of A.
 TYPES OF SITTING ARRANGEMENT:
1.  Linear sitting arrangement-
(a)  One Row Sequence (North or South or 

Combination of north and south direction)
(b)  Two Row Sequence (North or South or 

Combination of north and south direction)
2.  Circular sitting arrangement-
(a)  Facing towards the centre.
(b)  Facing outside the centre.
(c)  Combination of towards the centre and outside 

the centre.
3.  Square sitting arrangement-
(a)  Facing towards the centre.
(b)  Facing outside the centre.
1.  Linear Sitting Arrangement 
 In this type of arrangement, we arrange people or 

objects in a row. The arrangement is done only 
on one ‘axis’ and hence, the position of people or 
objects assumes importance in terms of order like 
first position, second position………last position. 
In this type of arrangement, we take directions 
according to our left and right.

             

SITTING ARRANGEMENT
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 Persons or elements given in the seating 
arrangement question may face any of the 
four directions i.e. North, South, East or West 
according to the conditions given.

 When the direction of the face is not clear, then 
we take any of one direction i.e. north or south 
and solve according to the conditions given. If in 
the information given in the questions, persons or 
objects are related to each other in such a way that 
no direction is required. Then in that condition 
also we solve according to the conditions given in 
the question.

 EXAMPLE:
Q.1-5.  Study the following information carefully and 

answer the question given below.
 A, B, C, D, E, F and G are sitting in a straight line 

(not necessary in the same order) facing North.
 E sits third to right of A. E sits second to left of F. 

Only one person sits between G and B. Neither G 
nor B is an immediate neighbor of F. C is not an 
immediate neighbor of either B or F.

Q.1. Who sits at the extreme right end of the line?
 (A) G   (B) F  

(C) B   (D) C
Q.2. How many persons sit between A and C?
 (A) None    (B) One
 (C) Two   (D) Three
Q.3. Three of the following four are alike in a certain 

way based on their sitting position in the above 
arrangement and so form a group. Which is the 
one that does not belong to that group?

 (A) GC   (B) DF
 (C) BA   (D) DE
Q.4. What is the position of D with respect to C?

 (A) Third to the left (B) Second to the 
right 

 (C) Immediate right (D) Second to the left
Q.5. If all the persons are made to sit in alphabetical 

order from left to right. The positions of how 
many will remain unchanged as compare to the 
original sitting position?

 (A) None   (B) One
 (C) Two   (D) Three
 ANSWER
Q.1-5.  

 

B  A  G  C  E  D  F

Left Right

Q.1.(B) 
Q.2.(B) Only one person
Q.3.(D) Except DE all other is immediate left to the 

second   person.
Q.4.(B) D is second to the right of C.
Q.5.(B)  One

 

B  A  G  C  E  D  F

A  B  C  D  E  F  G
2.  Circular Stting Arrangement
 In this type of arrangement, we arrange people or 

objects around a circle or a circular table.
 Persons sitting around a circle or object arranged 

circularly may face inside or outside the circle. Or 
maybe in a common circle, some may face inside 
while some may face outside the circle.

 We have to arrange the objects or persons around 
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the circle according to the conditions given and 
solve the question.

(a) Facing towards the centre-
 Left = Take clockwise direction
 Right = Take anticlockwise direction

 
(b)  Facing outside the centre-
 Left = Take anticlockwise direction
 Right = Take clockwise direction

 
(c)  Combination of “towards the centre” and 

“outside the centre”-

 

 EXAMPLE:
Q.1-2.  Study the following information carefully and 

answer the question given below.
 Six persons A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting around 

a circular table facing the center.
I.   C is sitting in between A and F.
II.  B is sitting two places to the left of E.
III.  D is sitting two places to the right of F.
Q.1.  D is sitting between which two persons? 
 (A) F – B    (B) E – B   

(C) C – B    (D) A – B
Q.2.  Who is sitting diagonally opposite to A?
 (A)  F    (B) C
  (C) E     (D) B  
 SOLUTION:
 From statement I, ACF / FCA 
 From statement II, B _ E
 From statement III, F _ D
 We can start with either statement II or III, but 

starting with statement III gives us continuation 
with the statement I. 

 
 D sits to the right of F so when we fix D, we have 

to write F two places after clockwise direction. 
Now ACF or FCA possible. ACF is not possible 
as D occupied so FCA possible. There is only one 
position available for B and E and the remaining 
place is occupied by C. So Option C and Option B 
are correct. 

 EXAMPLE:
Q.3-5. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the question given below.
 Eight friends A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are sitting 

in a circle but not necessarily in the same order. 
Four of them are facing outside and four of them 
are facing towards the centre.

 E faces outside. Both the immediate neighbours of 
E face the centre. H sits second to the right of E. B 
sits third to the left of E.

 D faces the centre. Both the immediate neighbours 
of D face outside. G sits second to the left of A. B 
sits third to the right of H.

 F is an immediate neighbour of D. C is an 
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immediate neighbour of G.D is not an immediate 
neighbour of B.

Q.3. Who amongst the following sits to the immediate 
right of H?

 (A)  A   (B)  D
 (C)  C   (D)  G
Q.4. Who amongst the following sits third to the right 

of A?
 (A) D    (B) E
 (C) F   (D) A
Q.5.  How many people are seated between A and C 

(counting clockwise from A)?
 (A) Two   (B) Four
 (C) None    (D) One 
 SOLUTION:
 Sitting arrangement of eight friends are as 

follows-

 
 3. (D) G  4. (C) F
 5. (A) Two (H, G)

 EXERCISE
Q.1-4. Study the following seating arrangement carefully 

and answer the given questions. 
 A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are sitting around the 

circle and are facing the centre.
 A is second to the right of E who is the neighbour 

of C and G.
 D is not the neighbour of A.
 G is the neighbor of F.
 H is sitting between F and D.
Q.1. Which two of the following are not neighbours? 
 (A) CG   (B) FG 
 (C) CA   (D) EC 
Q.2.  Which one is an immediate right to the G? 
 (A) A   (B) F  
 (C) C   (D) E 
Q.3. Which of the following statement is correct? 
 (A) A is to the immediate right of B  
 (B) C is between F and G
 (C) D is to the immediate left of H  
 (D) F is between H and D 
Q.4. What is the position of D? 
 (A) Between F and G  
 (B) Second to the right of A
 (C) To the immediate right of H 
 (D) Data inadequate.  
Q.5. Study the following seating arrangement carefully 

and answer the given questions. 
 Six friends A, B, C, D, E and F are seated in circle 



[8]

STUDY NOTES FOR SSC CGL, CPO AND STATES EXAMS

Write us : content@mahendras.org myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendraguru.comwww.mahendras.org

facing centre. If F is between A and D. and C is 
between E and B. E is not between D and C. D is 
2nd to the left of C. Which one of the following is 
the position of D?

 (A) 2nd to the right of A.  
 (B) Next to the right of B  
 (C) 3rd to the left of B.  
 (D) 4th to the right of A
Q.6-8. Study the following seating arrangement carefully 

and answer the given questions. 
 Six friend A, B, C, D, E, and F are sitting in a row 

facing east. C is between A and E, B is just to the 
right of E but left of D, F is not at the right end.

Q.6. Who is between B and C? 
 (A) A (B) D (C) E (D) F
Q.7. Who is at extreme ends?
 (A) A,G (B) F,A (C) C,D (D) F,D
Q.8. Who is sitting fourth to the right of F?
 (A) B   (B) E   (C) D   (D) 

C
Q.9-13. Study the following seating arrangement carefully and 

answer the given questions. 
 Eight Friends A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are 

sitting around a circular table facing the centre 
not necessarily in the same order. B is second to 
the right of A. B is to Immediate left of H. D is 
second to right of B.F is fourth to left of H.C is an 
immediate neighbour of D.E is not an Immediate 
neighbour of A. 

Q.9. Who is sitting third to the left of G?
 (A) F (B) E (C) C (D) H
Q.10. Who is sitting exactly between E and D?
 (A) G     (B) C (C) F  (D) None of 

these
Q.11. Who is sitting exactly between A and B?
 (A) E (B) D (C) F (D) G
Q.12. Three of the following four pairs of people are 

alike in a certain way based. On their positions in 
the arrangement given above and so form a group. 
Which one of the following pairs of people does not 
belong to that group?

 (A) GA (B) FC (C) DB (D) HG
Q.13. In which of the following pairs of people, are the 

people sitting immediately next to each other?
 (A) DC (B) FC (C) DB (D) HG
Q.14.  Study the following seating arrangement carefully 

and answer the given questions.
 Six friends A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting in a row 

facing East. C is between A and E. B is just to the 
right of E but left of D. F is not at the right end. 
Who is at the right end?

 (A) D (B) B (C) E (D) C
Q.15. Study the following seating arrangement carefully and 

answer the given questions.
 In a row of the six members, P is sitting to the left 

of Q but to the right of X, R is sitting to the right of 
X but to immediate the left of Q. Who is to the left 
of Z which of the following members are sitting in 
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the middle of row?
 (A) PR (B) RQ (C) XR (D) Can't be determined
Q.16-18. Study the following seating arrangement carefully 

and answer the given questions.
 A, B, C, D and E are sitting around a circular table. 

C is to the right of A and is second to the left of the 
D. E is not between A and D.

Q.16. Who is second to the left of C?
 (A) E   (B) B 
 (C) D   (D) A
Q.17. Who is between A and D?
 (A) E   (B) A 
 (C) B   (D) C
Q.18. Who is next to the right of C?
 (A) B   (B) A 
 (C) E   (D) D
Q.19.  Study the following seating arrangement carefully 

and answer the given questions. 
 A group of four boys each sitting at the corners of 

a square and 4 girls each sitting at the midpoints of 
the sides. All are facing the centre. Mathur is sitting 
diagonally opposite to Bose who is to Geeta's right. 
Roy is next to Geeta and opposite to Gopi, who is to 
Usha's left. Seema is not Mathur's right but opposite 
to Prema. Who is opposite to Usha?

 (A) Roy    (B) Seema  
 (C) Geetha   (D) Gopi 
Q.20.  Study the following seating arrangement carefully 

and answer the given questions. 
 Six friends A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting around a 

circular table facing centre, if F is mid-of A and D. 
C is mid-of E and B. E is not mid-of D and C then 
what is the position of D?

 (A) Second to the right of A 
 (B) Immediate right of B
 (C) Third to the right of B (D) Fourth to the right 

of A
 ANSWER:
Q.1.(A)
 

 

B

D A

C

E

G
F

H

Q.2.(D) 

 

B

D A

C

E

G
F

H

 
 T is immediate right to the V.
Q.3. (C) 

 

B

D A

C

E

G
F

H

Q.4.(B) 

 

B

D A

C

E

G
F

H

Q.5.(A) 

 

A

B

C

D

E

F

Q.6.(C) 

 

F
A

C
E
B
D

Left

Right

Q.7.(B) 

 

F
A
C
E
B
D

Left

Right

Q.8.(D) 

 

F
A
C
E
B
D

Left

Right

Q.9.(B) E
Q.10.(B)  C is sitting exactly between E and A.
Q.11.(D)  G is sitting exactly between A and B.
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G  A       F  C     D  B    H  G    A  E

+ +2 +2 +2 +2

Q.12.(A) 
Q.13.(A)  DC
Q.14.(A) 

 

F
A
C
E
B
D

Left

Right

Q.15.(D) 

 
Q.16-18.         

 

A

C E

D

B

     
Q.16.(B)  B
Q.17.(C)  B
Q.18.(C)  E
Q.19.(C) 

 

Mathur Usha Gopi

Seema

BoseGeetaRoy

Prema

Q.20.(C) 

 

C
E

D

F
A

B

 D is third to the right of B.
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Q.1-5. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the question given below.

 (i) Aman, Arun, Ajay, Amar, Amit, Alok and  
  Ankit are sitting on a wall and all of them are  
  facing east.

 (ii)  Ajay is on the immediate right of Amar.
 (iii)  Arun is at an extreme end and has Amit as his  

  neighbour.
 (iv)  Ankit is between Amit and Alok.
 (v)  Amar is sitting third from the south end.
Q.1. Who is sitting to the immediate right of Amit? 
 (A) Aman (B) Ajay 

(C) Amar  (D)None of these 
Q.2. Which of the following pairs of people are sitting at 

the extreme ends? 
 (A) Aman,Arun (B) Aman,Amit
 (C) Ajay,Arun  (D) Alok,Arun
Q.3. Name the person who should interchange his place 

with Ajay such that he gets the third place from the 
north end?

 (A) Amit (B) Alok
 (C) Ankit (D) Amar
Q.4. Immediately between which of the following pairs 

of people is Amar sitting?
 (A) Aman, Ajay (B) Aman, Alok
 (C) Ajay, Amit (D) Ajay, Alok
Q.5. Which of the following conditions is not required to 

find out the place of Aman?
 (A) (i) (B) (ii) 

(C) (iii) (D) None of these

Q.6-7. Read the following information carefully and 
answer the question given below.

 Eight friends A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are sitting in 
a circle facing the centre. B is sitting between G and 
D. H is third to the left of B and second to the right 
of A.C is sitting betwen A and G and B and E are not 
sitting opposite to each other. 

Q.6. Who is third to the left of D?

 (A) F                                (B) E

 (C) A                                 (D) Can not be determined

Q.7. Which of the following statements is not correct?

 (A)  D and A are sitting opposite to each other.

 (B)  C is third to the right of D

 (C)  E is sitting between C and F

 (D)  E and C are sitting opposite to each other

Q.8-10. Read the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below:

 A, B,C and D are to be seated in a row but C and 
D cannot be together.Also B cannot be at the third 
place. (all are facing in the same direction)

Q.8. Which of the following must be false?

 (A) A is at the first place  

 (B) A is at the second place

 (C) A is at the third place 

 (D) A is at the fourth place

Q.9. If A is not at the third place, then C has which of the 
following options?

 (A) The first place only

 (B) The third place only  

 (C) The first and third place only 
(D) Any of the places

Q.10. If A and B are together then which of the following 
would be definitely true?

 (A) C is not on the first place

 (B) A  is on the third place 

 (C) D is on the first place

 (D) C is on the first place 

Q.11-15. Read the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below:

 Eight students Arihant,Vidhya,Chitra,Disha,Euro,U
pkar,Gyan and Hind all are sitting round the circle 
and facing just opposite to the centre .Vidhya is 
fourth to the left of Arihant and second to the right 
of Disha.Chitra is sitting in front of Disha and third 
to the left of Gyan . Upkar is not the neighbour of 
Chitra. Upkar is second to the left of Hind.

Q.11. Who is sitting between Hind and Euro?

 (A) Chitra (B) Disha

 (C) Upkar (D) Gyan

Q.12. Who is sitting in front of Euro?

 (A) Chitra (B) Disha 
(C) Upkar (D) Gyan

Q.13. Who is the neighbour of Hind and Upkar?

 (A) Chitra (B) Disha

EXERCISE
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 (C) Upkar (D) None of these 

Q.14. Who is sitting fifth to the right of Euro?  

 (A) Chitra (B) Disha

 (C) Upkar (D) Vidhya

Q.15. Who is sitting fourth to the left of Hind?

 (A) Chitra (B) Disha

 (C) Upkar (D) Gyan

Q.16-20. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below: 

 Eight persons Rakesh, R, S, Aditya, P, Rama, Sheela 
and N are sitting in two rows. Sheela and R are 
sitting at the either ends of the row but they are not 
in the same row. Rakesh is infront of R and second 
to the left of P. S and Aditya are infront of each 
other. Rama is on the immediate right of N and N is 
second to the left of Aditya.

Q.16. Who is third to the left of Sheela?
 (A) Aditya (B) Rama
 (C) Rakesh (D) P
Q.17. Who is sitting between R and Rama?
 (A) S (B) Aditya 

(C) N (D) P
Q.18. Which of the following pairs of the persons is sitting 

in the end of the same row?
 (A) Rakesh : N (B) R : Sheela 

(C) Sheela : N  (D) R : N
Q.19. Which option is true according to the person's 

position in the row?
 (A) Rakesh, S, P, Sheela
 (B) Rakesh, P, Sheela, S
 (C) R, Aditya, N, Rama
 (D) R, Rama, N, Aditya

Q.20. Who is on the immediate right of R?
 (A) Aditya (B) Rakesh
 (C) Rama (D) None
Q.21-25. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 Eight friends J, K, M, N, Q, P, L and O are sitting 

around a circle and are facing towards the centre. J is 
not the  neighbour of O. L is third to the right of K. 
Q is second to the left of N who is next to the right 
of L. O is not the neighbour of N or K but is on the 
immediate left of P.

Q.21. Which of the following is the correct option with 
respect to L?

 (A) To the immediate right of N. 
(B) To the immediate right of Q. 

 (C) To the immediate left of J.
 (D) To the immediate left of Q.
Q.22. Which of the following pairs of persons represent 

O's neighbours? 
 (A) L and N (B) P and K
 (C) M and P (D) N and P
Q.23. Which of the following groups has the first persons 

sitting between the other two persons?
 (A) PKJ (B) JQL
 (C) QNL (D) None of these
Q.24. Who is to the immediate right of K?
 (A) J  (B) P
 (C) Q (D) O
Q.25. Who is to the immediate left of O?
 (A) P (B) L
 (C) Q (D) None of these
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Q.1-5. 

 

Arun
Amit
Ankit
Alok
Amar
Ajay
Aman

Q.1.(D) Ankit
Q.2.(A) 
Q.3.(C) Ankit
Q.4.(D) 
Q.5.(D)
Q.6-7.   

 

A
CF

H G

E
D

B

 Towards the centre
Q.6.(A) F is third to the left of D.
Q.7.(C) Statement (3) is not correct.
Q.8-10. Facing North -  C B D A
    C A D B
    D A C B
                   D B C A
    B C  A D
 Facing South-   A C B  D
    C A B  D 
    B C A  D
    B  D A C
    D  A B C 

Q.8.(A)  Q.9.(C)  Q.10.(D) 
Q.11-15.  

 

Vidhya
Hind

Chitra

Euro
Arihant

Gyan

Disha

Upkar

Q.11.(A)  
Q.12.(C)  
Q.13.(D)  Vidhya 
Q.14.(D)  
Q.15.(D)
Q.16-20. (I) Row           (II) Row
 Rakesh  R
 S   Aditya
 P   Rama
 Sheela    N
Q.16.(C)    Q.17.(B) 
Q.18.(D)    Q.19.(A) 
Q.20.(D) 
Q.21- 25.      

 

N

L

Q

J

K
P

O

M

Q.21.(B)    Q.22.(C) 
Q.23.(D)    Q.24.(A) 
Q.25.(D) 

EXERCISE EXPLANATION
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