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STUDY NOTE SPECIALLY FOR ALL BANKING EXAMINATIONS

PUZZLE
 Puzzles are problems intentionally designed to 

stimulate the brain into devising solution. The 
candidate is required analyse the given information, 
convert it into a suitable form and answer the 
question asked.

 In this type of questions, a series of interlinked 
information would be given and you are expected 
to have the ability to quantitively analyse the data in 
order to reach certain conclusions. So, you should 
make diagrams or charts according to the question, 
this will help you to understand the situation, the 
key links may be highlighted which makes it easier 
to solve the question.

 IMPORTANT POINTS TO SOLVE “COMPLEX 

PROBLEM”-

•	 While making the truth-table write the subjects 
vertically and the characteristics horizontally.

•	 While reading the conditions, understand the 
complementary meaning and it is very important to 
put crosses side by side in the table.

•	 Do not fill unnecessarily data.
•	 Sometimes data from the question is key and 

sometimes what should be taken as the subject is 
decided by certain conditions.

•	 Whenever relationship between two things is given, 
connect them on the top of the chart as it is very 
important.

•	 It is understood that unless specified otherwise, 
each row and column has one data.

TYPES OF PUZZLE
•     Classification puzzle
•    Comparison puzzle
•     Sequential puzzle
•     Selection based
•     Family-based
•     Jumbled form

1. CLASSIFICATION PUZZLE

 This type of puzzle consists of the information in 
which certain items belonging to different groups, 
qualities are given along with clues.

 Example:-

 Six students A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting in the 
field. A and B are from Delhi while the rest are 
from Bangalore. D and F are tall while others are 
short. A, C and D are girls while others are boys.

 Which is the tall girl from Bangalore?
 Options:
 1. C  2. D 3. E
 4. F  5. Cannot be determined
 Solution:-
 Answer:      2. D
 Explanation:-

 Clearly, D is the tall girl from Bangalore.

2. COMPARISON PUZZLE

 In such type of questions, information is given 
regarding the comparison amongst person or things.

 Example:-
 Five children were administered psychological 

tests to know their intellectual levels. In the report, 
psychologists pointed out that the child A is less 
intelligent than the child B. The child C is less 
intelligent than the child D. The child B is less 
intelligent than the child C and child A is more 
intelligent than the child E. Which child is the most 
intelligent?

 Options:
 1. A  2. B  3. D
 4. E  5. Cannot be determined 
 Solution:-
 Answer:      3. D
 Explanation:       
 We have sequence: A < B, C< D, B < C and E < 

A. So, the sequence becomes: E < A < B < C < D. 
Clearly, child D is the most intelligent.
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3. SEQUENTIAL ORDER PUZZLE

 In this type of question, some information is given 
regarding the order of occurrence of certain events.

 Example:-
1.     There are seven books one each on Psychology, 

Hindi, English, Sociology, Economics, Education 
and Accountancy, lying on a table one above the 
other.

2.     Sociology is on the top of all the books.
3.     Accountancy is immediately below Education 

which is immediately below Sociology.
4.     Economics is immediately above Psychology but 

not in the middle.
5.     Hindi is immediately below Psychology.
 If Sociology and English, Accountancy and Hindi 

and Education and Psychology interchange their 
positions, which book will be between Psychology 
and Sociology?

 Options:
 1. Accountancy      2. Psychology       3. Hindi       
 4. Economics 5. None of these
 Solution:-
 Answer: 3. Hindi
 Explanation:-     
 Sociology is on top of all books, Education is below 

Sociology. Accountancy is below Education.
 Economics is above Psychology and Psychology is 

above Hindi. 
 Economics is not in the middle. So, in the middle 

lies the seventh book i.e. English.
 Thus, the sequence from top to bottom is:
 Sociology, Education, Accountancy, English, 

Economics, Psychology, Hindi.
 The new sequence formed in interchanging places 

is- 
 English, Psychology, Hindi, Sociology, Economics, 

Education, Accountancy.
 Clearly, Hindi is between Psychology and 

Sociology.

4. SELECTION BASED PUZZLE

 In such type of questions, a few essential criteria for 
selection of the group of items are given.

 Example:-
 There are five men A, B, C, D and E; six women 

P, Q, R, S, T U, three advocates A, B and R; five 

doctors C, D, P, Q and S and the rest are teachers. 
Some teams are to be selected from amongst these 
eleven persons subject to the following condition:

 A, P and U have to be together.
 B cannot go with D or R.
 E and Q have to be together.
 C and T have to be together.
 D and P cannot go together.
 C cannot go with Q.
 If the team is to consist of two male advocates, two 

lady doctors and one teacher, the members of the 
team are:

 Options:
 1. ABPQU    2. ABPUS 3. APRSU  
 4. BEQRS   5. None of these
 Solution:-  
 Answer:   2. ABPUS 
 Explanation:-       
 The male advocates are A and B, lady doctors are P, 

Q and S; teachers are E, T and U.
 Now, A and B will be selected.
 A, P and U have to be together.
 Now, we have to select one lady doctor more. It can 

be Q or S. But Q and E have to be together. Since E 
is not selected, so S will be selected.

 Thus, the term is A B P U S.

5. FAMILY BASED PUZZLE

 In this type of puzzle, given information are based 
on family relations.

 Example:-
 Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 Prashant Arora has three children -- Sangeeta, 

Vimal and Ashish. Ashish married to Monika, 
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the eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Roy. The Roys 
married their youngest daughter to the eldest son 
of Mr and Mrs Sharma, and they had two children 
named Amit and Shashi. The Roys have two more 
children, Roshan and Vandana, both elder to Veena. 
Sameer and Ajay are sons of Ashish and Monika. 
Rashmi is the daughter of Amit.

 How is Sameer related to the father of Monika?
 Options:
 1. Grandson        2. Son        3. Cousin      
 4. Son-in-law        5. None of these
 Solution:- 
 Answer:      1. Grandson
 Explanation:-     
 Sameer is the son of Ashish who is the son of 

Prashant Arora. So, Sameer will be the grandson of 
Monika's father.

6. JUMBLED FORM PUZZLE
 In this type of questions, related information is 

written in a jumbled way.
 Example:-
 Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 Seven boys Zoro, Yash, Gyan, Tiger, Vinay, Uman 

and Tilak represent seven different levels – M, U, B, 
K, T, O and A in seven different games- @, $, %, #, 
&, * and +. The order of persons, levels and games 
is not necessarily in the same order.

 Tiger represents level K in $ game. Vinay does not 
represent levels A and U in * game. Zoro represents 
level M in # game. Gyan represents level O but not 
in % and & games. The one who represents level 
B, represents this level in & game. The one who 

represents level U, represents this level in @ game. 
Uman represents level A in % game. Tilak does not 
represents level B.

Q.1.  Who represents level U?
 (1) Tilak  (2) Uman  (3) Yash 
 (4) Zoro  (5) Vinay
Q.2.  Who represents level B?
 (1) Tilak  (2) Vinay  (3) Yash
 (4) Yash or Vinay (5) Gyan
Q.3.  Who represents his/her level in + game?
 (1) Tilak  (2) Uman  (3) Gyan 
 (4) Yash  (5) Zoro
Q.4. Vinay represents which level?
 (1) B  (2) K  (3) U  

(4) T  (5) A
Q.5.  Which of the following combinations of game and 

level is correct?
 (1) O, $  (2) O, +  (3) T, % 
 (4) A, $  (5) U, &
 ANSWER:

 
 Q.1.(1)  Q.2.(3)  Q.3.(3) 
 Q.4. (4)  Q.5. (2)



[5]

www.mahendras.orgWrite us : content@mahendras.org www.mahendraguru.com myshop.mahendras.org

STUDY NOTE SPECIALLY FOR ALL BANKING EXAMINATIONS

Q.1-5.  Study the following information carefully and answer 

the questions given below.

 In a sport competition in school on the occasion 

of Children Day, Anju, Chirag, Divya, Firoj, Uma 

and Vishal participated in a race. The following 

information are all true about the result of the race – 

Anju did not finish last. Uma finished third and Firoj 

finished second. There were no ties among them in 

race competition. Chirag finished either immediately 

before or immediately after Divya who was not the 

neighbour of Uma.

Q.1.  If Anju finishes immediate before Chirag, which of 

the following must be false?

 (1) Anju finishes fourth.

 (2) Vishal finishes first.

 (3) Divya finishes fourth.

 (4) Chirag finishes fifth.

 (5) None of these

Q.2.  If Firoj finishes immediately after Anju, which of the 

following must be true?

 (1) Divya finishes sixth.

 (2) Anju finishes sixth.

 (3) Vishal finishes second.

 (4) Divya finishes either fifth or sixth.

 (5) None of these

Q.3.  If Divya finishes immediately after Vishal, which of 

the following statements must be false?

 (1) Firoj finishes before Uma.

 (2) Vishal finishes after Firoj.

 (3) Anju finishes before Divya.

 (4) Uma finishes after Firoj but before Vishal.

 (5) None of these 

Q.4.  Which of the following is the possible order of the 

race from first place to last place?

 (1) Anju, Chirag, Divya, Firoj, Uma, Vishal.

 (2) Anju, Firoj, Uma, Vishal, Divya, Chirag.

 (3) Divya, Anju, Vishal, Uma, Firoj, Chirag.

 (4) Firoj, Anju, Uma, Chirag, Divya, Vishal 

 (5) None of these

Q.5.  All of the following are possible orders of the racers 

at the finish line, from first place to last place except:-

 (1) Anju, Chirag, Firoj, Uma, Divya, Vishal.

 (2) Vishal, Firoj, Uma, Anju, Chirag, Divya.

 (3) Anju, Firoj, Uma, Vishal, Chirag, Divya.

 (4) Vishal, Firoj, Uma, Anju, Divya, Chirag.

 (5) None of these

Q.6-10.  Study the following information carefully and answer 

the questions given below.

 Seven most powerful leaders Dr Rajendra Prasad, 

Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhai Jhaverbhai Patel, 

Morarji Desai, Lal Bahadur Shastri, Sanjay Gandhi 

and Jagjivan Ram are going to a world meeting on 

days from Monday till Thursday (at least 1 but not 

more than 2 on a single day).

 Each of them is going to a different cities i.e. 

Singapore, China, Canada, Dubai, Malaysia, Iran and 

Pakistan. 

 Morarji Desai is going to Iran on Wednesday. The 

one who is going to Canada, does not go on Thursday 

and he is not going with Lal Bahadur Shastri and 

Jagjivan Ram.

 No one is going to Pakistan with Sanjay Gandhi on 

Monday.

 Jawaharlal Nehru and Vallabhai Jhaverbhai Patel 

both are going on Tuesday. Lal Bahadur Shastri is 

going on Wednesday.

 Jawaharlal Nehru and Jagjivan Ram are not going to 

Canada and Iran respectively.

 They both who are going to Canada and Singapore, 

are going on same day. 

 The one who is going to Dubai, goes on Wednesday.

 Dr Rajendra Prasad is neither going to China nor 

Iran.

Q.6.  Dr Rajendra Prasad is going to which city?

 (1) Singapore (2) Malaysia (3) Dubai  

 (4) China  (5) None of these

Q.7.  On which day is Jagjivan Ram going?

 (1) Thursday (2) Wednesday (3) Tuesday 

(4) Monday (5) None of these

EXERCISE
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EXERCISE  EXPLANATION

Q.8.  Which leader is going with Dr Rajendra Prasad?

 (1) Vallabhai Jhaverbhai Patel

 (2) Lal Bahadur Shastri 

 (3) Jawaharlal Nehru

 (4) Sanjay Gandhi   

 (5) Jagjivan Ram

Q.9.  On which day are the leaders going to Malaysia and China?

 (1) Thursday (2) Monday 

 (3) Wednesday (4) Tuesday

 (5) None of these

Q.10.  Jawaharlal Nehru is going to which city?

 (1) Dubai  (2) Iran  (3) Malaysia

 (4) China  (5) None of these

 

Q.1-5. 

 
 Q.1. (3)  Q.2. (4)  Q.3. (5) 
 Q.4. (2)   Q.5. (1)  

Q.6-10.

 
 Q.6. (2)  Q.7. (1) Q.8. (5)
 Q.9. (1)  Q.10. (5)
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