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Tests may ask students to interpret information in a particular 

passage. No matter what the question, the key is to know what the 

passage actually says.

Here are some tips for handling questions from passages.

Questions with Passages

How To Do It
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 First: 

• Concentrate: Put aside your worries and distractions. Get ready 

to get down to business!

• Don't rely too much on prior knowledge: Although you may know 

about the subject, the information that is presented will be the 

source from which your answer should come.
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Second
 Read the question first: Why read the question before the 

passage? Because it saves time to know what you are reading 

for!

 Make sure you understand the question: What kind of 

information will you need to gather when you read? Will you be 

looking for facts? Or will you be using the passage to come up 

with your own answer?
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 Read the passage: Read the passage as quickly as you can. 

Look for the answer as you read. When you find it, take notice 

of it, but -- and this is important -- don't stop reading yet! Read 

to the end. That way you can be sure that your answer is the 

best, most complete answer possible. If you are reading the 

passage in order to provide a written response, read more 

carefully. Make sure you understand everything.

 Providing the answer: Feel free to look back at the passage to 

double-check your answer.





1. One New York publisher has estimated 
that 50,000 to 60,000 people in the United 
States want an anthology that includes the 
complete works of William Shakespeare. 
And what accounts for this renewed 
interest in Shakespeare? As scholars point 
out, the psychological insights he portrays 
in both male and female characters are 
amazing even today. 

This paragraph best supports the statement that :
a. Shakespeare’s characters are more interesting 
than fictional characters today. 
b. people today are interested in Shakespeare’s 
work because of the characters. 
c. academic scholars are putting together an 
anthology of Shakespeare’s work. 
d. New Yorkers have a renewed interested in the 
work of Shakespeare. 
e. Shakespeare was a psychiatrist as well as a 
playwright.
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EXERCISE BASED ON MAIN IDEAS AND THEMES 



2. Critical reading is a demanding process.
To read critically, you must slow down
your reading and, with pencil in hand,
perform specific operations on the text.
Mark up the text with your reactions,
conclusions, and questions. When you
read, become an active participant.

This paragraph best supports the statement 

that :

a. critical reading is a slow, dull, but essential 

process. 

b. the best critical reading happens at critical 

times in a person’s life. 

c. readers should get in the habit of 

questioning the truth of what they read. 

d. critical reading requires thoughtful and 

careful attention. 

e. critical reading should take place at the 

same time each day.
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This paragraph best supports the statement 

that :

a. toxic insecticides such as DDT have not 

been banned throughout the world. 

b. more pollutants find their way into polar 

climates than they do into warmer areas. 

c. studies have proven that many countries 

have ignored their own anti-pollution laws. 

d. DDT and toxaphene are the two most toxic 

insecticides in the world. 

e. even a worldwide ban on toxic 

insecticides would not stop the spread of 

DDT pollution

3. There are no effective boundaries when 
it comes to pollutants. Studies have shown 
that toxic insecticides that have been 
banned in many countries are riding the 
wind from countries where they remain 
legal. Compounds such as DDT and 
toxaphene have been found in remote 
places like the Yukon and other Arctic 
regions.
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4 A. The main idea of the paragraph is that :

a. because fingerprints are so important in many 

cases, it is important to follow the correct course in 

taking them. 

b. all fingerprints found at a crime scene should be 

taken and thoroughly investigated. 

c. if the incorrect procedure is followed in 

gathering fingerprints, the ones taken may be 

useless. 

d. the first step in investigating fingerprints is to 

eliminate those of non-suspects. 

e. None of these

4. In criminal cases, the availability of 
readable fingerprints is often critical 
in establishing evidence of a major 
crime. It is necessary, therefore, to 
follow proper procedures when 
taking fingerprints. In major cases, 
prints should be obtained from all 
persons who may have touched areas 
associated with a crime scene, for 
elimination purposes. 
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4 B. The paragraph best supports the statement 

that :

a. no crimes can be solved without readable 

fingerprints. 

b. all persons who have touched an area in a crime 

scene are suspects. 

c. all fingerprints found at a crime scene are used 

in court as evidence. 

d. all persons who have touched a crime scene 

area should be fingerprinted.

e. None of these

4. In criminal cases, the availability of 
readable fingerprints is often critical 
in establishing evidence of a major 
crime. It is necessary, therefore, to 
follow proper procedures when 
taking fingerprints. In major cases, 
prints should be obtained from all 
persons who may have touched areas 
associated with a crime scene, for 
elimination purposes. 
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