










 The PM of India invited heads of all political parties to a meeting on 19th

Jun, 2019 to discuss the "one nation, one election".

 The idea of One Nation One Election

is about structuring the Indian

election cycle in a manner such that

elections to the Lok Sabha and the

State Assemblies are synchronized

together.



 When the first elections to the Lok Sabha took place in 1951-52, 53 parties

contested the elections, around 1874 candidates participated and poll

expenses were 11 crore.

 In 2019 elections, there were 610 political

parties, around 9,000 candidates and poll

expenses of around 60,000 cr. rupees are

yet to be declared by the political parties.



 Indian polity is perennially (निरंतर) in an election mode.

 On an average 5-7 Assembly elections happen every year.

 Elections to Local bodies, which is a state subject, are not included in it.

 The Election Commission in its annual report had suggested as early as in

1983.

 The Justice B P Jeevan Reddy-headed Law Commission said

in its 170th Report of May 1999 that “we must go back to

the situation where the elections to Lok Sabha and all the

Legislative Assemblies are held at once”



 “With some election or the other throughout the year, normal activities of

the government come to a standstill because of code of conduct…If political

parties collectively think, we can change it,” former President Pranab

Mukherjee had said.



 It is being debated in the country and most recently (April 2018) the Law

Commission has invited public opinion on its draft working paper on

‘Simultaneous Elections: Constitutional and Legal Perspectives’.



 First General Elections to the House of People (Lok Sabha) and all State

Legislative Assemblies were held simultaneously in 1951-52.

 As a result of premature dissolutions and extension of terms of both the

Lok Sabha and various State Legislative Assemblies, for the last forty eight

years there have been separate elections to Lok Sabha and States

Legislative Assemblies, and the cycle of simultaneous elections has been

disturbed.



 Firstly, it would reduce the massive expenditure incurred for conduct of

separate elections every year.

 Simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha & State Assemblies also help ruling

parties focus on governance instead of being constantly in election mode.

 Elections lead to imposition of Model Code of Conduct in the poll bound

State/area.

 Frequent elections lead to disruption of normal public life and impact the

functioning of essential services. Holding of political rallies disrupts road

traffic and also leads to noise pollution.



 The term of the Lok Sabha and that of the State Legislative Assemblies

needs to be synchronised (तालमेल बिािा) so that the election to both can be

held within a given span of time.

 For instance, the term of the present Lok Sabha will go upto 2024, but

elections to some of the legislative assembly had already taken place last

year (for e.g. Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh & Rajasthan) and some are

due this year (for e.g. Haryana, Maharashtra & Jharkhand), resulting in

different dates of completion of the term, constitutional amendment would

be needed in.



 Article 83: The term of the Lok Sabha will be 5 years from the date of its first

sitting.

 Article 85: The President to dissolve (भंग करिा) the Lok Sabha.

 Article 172: The term of the legislative assembly (निधाि सभा) will be 5 years

from the date of its first sitting.

 Article 174: It empowers the Governor of the state to dissolve the Legislative

Assembly.

 Article 356: It authorises the Central Government to impose President’s Rule

for failure of constitutional machinery in the state.



 At present, one voting machine is being used at every

polling station for taking a poll.

 For holding simultaneous elections, the requirements

for EVMs (Electronic Voting Machines) and the

VVPATs (voter-verified paper audit trail) will double,

because for every polling station, the ECI has to

provide two sets (one for election to the Legislative

Assembly and second for that to the Lok Sabha).



 There will also be an additional requirement of the polling staff.

 The ECI is already facing problem in storing EVMs after elections.

 In America, the election day is fixed. After every four years, the tuesday that

falls after the first monday in the month of November is the election day for

the seat of the President and the Vice President.

 Similarly, the dates for holding the elections for the House of Representative

and the Senate, are also fixed. The dates are between 2nd and 8th of the

month of November. By law, these dates have been fixed.

 In India, fixing the dates is not feasible because of the Parliamentary form

of government.




