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Editorial
“India at 70: Sustaining Social Justice”

Dear Aspirants,
The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams. You are never too late to set another goal or to dream 
a new dream. Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the future, concentrate the mind on the present moment. 

So the time has come to wake up and make your dreams come true. No doubt to say at this stage, to fullfill the dreams one 
has to make programs and treasures grand ambitions in his heart. 

However, sometimes it happens that one breaks down right during the time of one’s preparation for examinations. 

So, one is never able to achieve one’s aspirations, even till the time he becomes old, if one follows the wrong path.

Here we provide the path with a zenith level of zeal, we present you again with the October issue of your favourite 
magazine meticulously made for aspirants who want to be ahead of others in the field of competitive examination.

We take privilege to present you study material relevant for the competitive examination keeping in view the requirement 
of our esteemed readers. 

If you read the issue carefully like an eager-beaver, we assure you will be fully equipped in the battlefield of the competitive 
examination.

In this issue, we are providing you with some of the imperative and substantial events, e.g. Journey of India’s Central Bank, 
August Kranti, China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), India at 70: Sustaining Social Justice and 2017 Commonwealth 
Youth Games.

We always try to paint the demands, suggestions and propositions of our readers in our magazine. 

We make all efforts to include them in the further issue of the magazine, it gives us great exhilaration that our readers 
unanimously endorse our drudgery and skill nationally.

MICA gives you guidance, counselling and keeps ahead in every aspect of competition, because we believe in the 
quote-

         “Your Success is Our Success”

Gratitude

With Best Wishes
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.
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PERSONAL DETAILS
Name    : PALLAVI PATEL
Father’s Name  : Mr. Ram Praksh Patel
Mother’s Name : Mrs. Baljati Patel
Hobbies   : Reading Books
Prior Selection  : Revenue Department
Name of the Exam : Punjab National Bank
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 3060565573
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : PDH0270791359
MICA : Mahendras family expresses its heartiest 

congratulations on your success.
PALLAVI : Thank You.
MICA : To whom do you want to give the credit of 

your selection?
PALLAVI : My parents and faculties of my coaching 

(Mahendras Institute)
MICA : After how many attempts did you succeed in 

examination?
PALLAVI : This was my 2nd attempt.
MICA : What is the role of Mahendra institute in your 

selection?
PALLAVI : Mahendra provided us with very good study 

material and also class room notes, online 
speed tests and the interview classes proved to 
be very helpful.

MICA : How did you prepare for the examination?
PALLAVI : By regularly reading English News 

Papers, online study material published on 
mahendraguru.com and drilling on Question 
Paper Sets (Speed Tests)

English
I used to read ‘The Hindu’ newspaper on daily basis and 

took Speed Tests on regular basis.
Reasoning Ability

Mahendras Books on Reasoning Ability helped me a lot to 
deal with various types of problems on verbal as well as 

non-verbal reasoning and of course the Speed Tests.
Maths

Mahendraguru youtube videos were very useful and 
Solved Questions in classes and took STs on regular basis.

General Awareness
Read Current Affairs and remain updated via 

mahendraguru site as all the relevant and exam focused 
material is available.

Computer & Marketing
Solved Practice Sets and remain updated via 

mahendraguru app.
MICA : How about “Master in Current Affairs 

Magazine”?
PALLAVI : MICA in itself is a ‘complete’ magazine for 

general awareness with exam focused content, 
latest questions and model test papers of other 
subjects too.  

MICA : What is the best thing about your coaching 
institute, according to you?

PALLAVI : According to me it is the facility of speed tests 
and PSS apart from the best faculty and their 
right guidance.

MICA : What is the role of “Time Management” in 
one’s success?

PALLAVI : It is the key to crack Bank exams apart from 
subject knowledge, time management is 
utmost important.

MICA : How did you prepare for the Interview?
PALLAVI : I joined interview classes and attended all 

the mock interviews which helped a lot in 
grooming my personality.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview Board and the 
questions asked?

PALLAVI : The interview board was very friendly and 
mostly personal questions were asked.

The questions asked were:
(I)   About Graduation Course and Working.
(II)  About Job Profile.
(III)  About Subjects related to Graduation.
(IV)  4-5 Questions asked from Budget 2017-18.
(V)  Current Affairs.
MICA : By whom did you get information of your 

selection and what was your reaction?
PALLAVI :  I checked the result myself and was extremely 

happy after seeing it.
MICA : What message do you want to convey to other 

aspirants?
PALLAVI :  Do Hard Work, have patience and don’t lose 

self-confidence, the best will come to you.
MICA : Congratulations once again on your success. 

Your success is our success.
PALLAVI : Thank You Mahendra for guiding me to 

Success.

Spanish footballer Miguel Perez Cuesta announced his retirement

PALLAVI
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 # The name of the Indian origin boy in the U.K. who has secured the top possible score      
of 162 in a Mensa IQ Test is:   Arnav Sharma

 # According to the recent ICC Test rankings, which team is on top position:  India
 # According to the recent ICC ODI rankings, which team is on top position:  South Africa
 # According to the recent ICC T20 rankings, which team is on top position:  New Zealand
 # According to the recent F1 standings, who is on the top position:   Sebastian Vettel
 # According to the recent ATP rankings, who is on top position:  Andy Murray
 # According to the recent WTA rankings, who is on top position:  Angelique Kerber
 # According to World Badminton Federation, who is on top position in men’s category:   Son Wan Ho
 # According to World Badminton Federation, who is on top position in women’s category:  Tai Tzu Ying
 # Who is the new president of Badminton Association of India:  Himant Biswa Sarma
 # In context to Football, what does VAR stands for:  Video Assistant Review
 # Who has won the Ivory Coast International Badminton Tournament 2017 in women’s     

category at Abidjan:  Ritika Thaker
 # Who became the first Indian to win a race in the FIA European F3 championship 2017:   Jehan Daruvala
 # Name the only Indian Umpire in the ICC Elite Panel for the 2017-18 season:   S Ravi
 # Which entity has entered into an agreement with the gold jewellers across the country to     

enable buyers to redeem their digital gold in the form of jewellery:   Paytm
 # Maccabiah Games are also known as:   Jewish Olympics
 # Who has won the FIFA Confederation Cup 2017:   Germany
 # Recently who has signed a $220 million loan agreement with Government of India to     

improve connectivity, transport efficiency and safety on the state Highways of Rajasthan:   ADB
 # Name the newly appointed chairman of Tata Global Beverages Ltd.(TGBL):   N. Chandrasekaran
 # Recently with whom India has signed seven agreements in the field of water, agriculture,     

space, including a $40 million joint fund for R&D in Innovation:   Israel
 # ‘Nasr’ is a short-range surface-to-surface ballistic missile of which country:  Pakistan
 # Recently who has been appointed as the DGP of Himachal Pradesh:   Somesh Goyal
 # Which telecom major is going to sell its controlling stake in Infratel in an effort to pare      

over $14 Billion of debt:   Bharti Airtel
 # With which bank Indian mobile operating system, Indus OS is launching the first      

OS-integrated United Payments Interface(UPI) platform:   Yes Bank
 # With which country Airbus has signed an agreement worth $23 Billion to sell 140 aircrafts:   China
 # Recently Wipro Infrastructure Engineering (WIN) and Israel Aerospace Industries(IAI)     

have entered into a strategic partnership for manufacturing composite aero structure parts      
and assemblies in:   Bengaluru

 # Recently with whom European Union has agreed “in principle” on a free trade deal that      
will affect an overwhelming majority of commerce between two economies:  Japan

 # Who has launched a voice assistant speaker named “Tmall Genie” that will perform tasks      
by voice commands:   Alibaba

 # Who has resigned from the position of Indian team’s coach after ICC Champions     
Trophy 2017:   Anil Kumble

 # With which country Mahindra Aero-structures has signed a MoU to collaborate on the     
production of aero structure parts and assemblies:   Israel

Government launched Jiyo Parsi Publicity Phase-2 in Mumbai
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 # Who has been appointed as the new Home secretary in the Ministry of Finance:   Rajiv Gauba
 # Travis Kalanick, who resigned from its CEO post belongs to which company:   Uber
 # Daniel Day-Lewis is a famous:   Actor
 # Which city became the first city in the country to have fuel delivered to one’s doorstep      

just like milk and newspapers:   Bengaluru
 # What is the currency of Saudi Arabia:   Riyal
 # Who became major sponsor of the International Olympic Committee till 2024:   Intel
 # “Lone Fox Dancing- My Autobiography”, is a book written by whom:   Ruskin Bond
 # Who became the world’s youngest to scale the 18000 ft Kanchenjunga base camp in     

Sikkim:   Suryassangyini
 # Recently how many satellites were launched by ISRO in a single launch:   31
 # What is the name of the Indian Satellite which was recently launched by ISRO:   Cartosat-2
 # Recently how many foreign satellites were launched by ISRO in a single launch:  29
 # Satellite from how many countries were sent along with the recent launch of Cartosat-2     

series by ISRO:  14
 # Recently which New Zealand’s player has retired from international cricket:   Luke Ronchi
 # Who is the CEO of Tata Power:   Anil Kumar Sardana
 # Recently with whom India has signed a MoU on cooperation in the field of public    

administration and governance reforms:   Portugal
 # Recently with whom India has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on     

cooperation in the textiles, clothing and fashion sectors:   Australia
 # With the launch of Cartosat-2 sattelite, the total number of satellite being used for military     

purpose in India has gone up to:   13
 # Who has won the Australian Open 2017 title:   Kidambi Srikanth
 # Recently who was crowned fbb Colors Femina Miss India World 2017:   Manushi Chillar
 # The Azerbaijan Grand Prix 2017 won by:   Daniel Ricciardo
 # Who will be conferred with “Best Sports person of the year Award” by the Sports     

Journalists Federation of India:   P.V.Sindhu
 # The Dutch Grand Prix 2017 won by:   Valentino Rossi
 # Recently Government has cleared a proposal for NCR’s second airport to be built in:   Jewar
 # Who has been announced to work as the new MD and CEO of IDFC Bank:   Sunil Kakar
 # Who has won the women’s singles title at the World Super Series Australian Open     

tournament:   Nozomi Okuhara
 # According to the recent announcement by RBI which denomination of currency notes will     

soon be available in the market:  200
 # Which scheme became the highest saver for the government in the year 2016-17:   MGNREGA
 # Under which amendment of Constitution Bill 2014, The Goods and Services Tax(GST) is     

defined:  122
 # The Goods and Services Tax(GST) council was constituted on which date:   12 Sept 2016
 # How much amount was approved by cabinet in order to set up GST system by Central     

Board for Excise and Customs:   2256 Crore
 # Which country has launched its biggest new generation destroyer weighing 10,000 tonnes:  China
 # The Sauni irrigation project was recently inaugurated in which state:   Gujarat

Haryana government banned use of liquid nitrogen in food and drink
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 # “Ease of Doing Business” report is published by whom:   World Bank
 # Which company acquires German startup SensoMotoric Instruments:  Apple 
 # Who is the current Prime Minister of Bhutan:   Tshering Tobgay
 # Name the only Indian who has been placed in top 10 list of World Badminton Rankings in     

Men’s Category:   K.Srikanth
 # Name the only Indian who has been placed in top 10 list of World Badminton Rankings in     

Women’s Category:   P.V.Sindhu
 # What is the erstwhile of Air India:   Tata Airlines
 # What is the name of the heaviest satellite launched by ISRO till now:   GSAT-17
 # Which type of satellite is GSAT-17:   Communication
 # World’s first commercial launch service provider ‘Arianespace’ belongs to which country:   France
 # After the implementation of GST on 1 July 2017, the new rate that is to be superimposed      

on Gold Jewellery is:  14%
 # Who has approved a 10 Billion support for infrastructure building and immediate     

development need of less developed states of India:   ADB
 # According to the Asian Development Bank, what is India’s GDP growth forecast for the     

current fiscal:  7.4%
 # Who is going to head the Atal Innovation Fund under NITI Aayog by Government:   Ramanathan Ramanan
 # Recently PM Modi inaugurated the Mass Rapid Transport in:   Kerala
 # Which country will host the third annual meeting of the China-initiated Asian Infrastructure    

Investment Bank (AIIB) in 2018:   India
 # Helmut Kohl hailed from which country:   Germany
 # Recently who has been added as the new member of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank     

(AIIB):  Argentina, Madagascar  
  & Tonga

 # What is the threshold limit decided by the Government up to which Aadhar Card is     
mandatory:  50000

 # How many medals were bagged by India in the recently concluded Asian Junior Wrestling    
championship in Taiwan:  5

 # Who received the Frost & Sullivan India Digital Transformation Award 2017 for its SIP     
Trunking service in the “New Products and Services category”:   Reliance    
  Communications

 # The famous John Avildsen related to:  Cinema
 # Recently which country has ratified Automatic Exchange of Financial Account    

Information(AEOI) with India and 40 other countries:   Switzerland
 # The Indonesia Open men’s singles title 2017 is won by which country:   India
 # Where is the headquarters of Ramakrishna Math situated:   West Bengal
 # The ICC Champions Trophy 2017 is won by:   Pakistan
 # Which team successfully qualified in the semifinals after defeating Pakistan in the Hockey     

World League 2017:   India
 # Who has been named the Best Actor (Male) for his performance in the Tamil film     

“Irudhi Suttru” at the Filmfare Awards South 2017:  R Madhavan
 # Who laid the foundation stone of a Super Specialty Hospital of BRS Health & Research     

Institute at Udupi, Karnataka:   Pranab Mukherjee
Delhi Metro became world’s first completely ‘green’ Metro system
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 # Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State (Independent charge) for Culture & Tourism launched      
the implementation of the ‘‘National Mission on Cultural Mapping of India’ in:  Uttar Pradesh

 # Who has inaugurated Know India Programme (KIP) for NRI and PIO youth:   Sushma Swaraj
 # Who has won the Stuttgart Open men’s singles title:   Lucas Pouille
 # Name the owner of the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel:   Neil Bang
 # Who became the 71st country to ratify the United Nations TIR Convention:   India
 # Afghan President _______ inaugurated the first Afghanistan-India air corridor during a     

ceremony at the Kabul International Airport:  Ashraf Ghani
 # Who is going to head India’s biggest oil producer, ONGC as its Chairman and Managing     

Director:  Shashi Shankar
 # Which countries began a special operations training exercise “Balance Nail 17-3”:   US and Nepal
 # ______ and American aerospace Company Lockheed Martin signed a deal to jointly     

produce the combat-proven F-16 fighter jets in India:   Tata Group
 # Who has signed a MoU with the US aircraft maker Boeing Co for 40 737 MAX planes     

worth 4.7 Billion:   Spice Jet
 # Who has been named as the captain in the ICC Team of the Champions Trophy 2017:   Sarfraz Ahmed
 # Which Bollywood actor has bought franchises in the Cricket South Africa (CSA)s     

eight-team T20 Global League:   Shahrukh Khan
 # What is the rank of Pakistan, according to the latest ICC ODI ranking:  6
 # Minister for Science & Technology ____ has launched a Mobile App named “Celebrating     

Yoga” in New Delhi:   Harshvardhan
 # What is the theme of this year’s International Yoga Day:   Yoga for Health
 # According to Fitch Ratings, what is India’s GDP forecast for the year 2018-19:   7.5 %
 # Where did Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated POWERGRID’s 400 Kilo Volt (kV)     

Direct Current (D/C) Transmission Line:   Lucknow
 # Who has been renominated by India as its candidate at the International Court of Justice (ICJ):  Dalveer Bhandari
 # P.K.Kaw related to which field:   Medical
 # Amrit Pal was a famous:   Actor
 # Who will provide USD 275 million loan for a piped water supply project in     

Madhya Pradesh:   ADB
 # Who has won a bronze medal in the Under-7 category of the 2017 Kenilworth Junior     

Open Rapid Chess Tournament:   Ahana Shah
 # Who has been appointed as the youngest and the first refugee to became ambassador to      

the United Nations:   Muzoon Almellehan
 # Who has been named as the next Home Secretary:  Rajiv Gauba
 # Which city is the most expensive city for expatriates in India and is placed 57th on the list:   Mumbai
 # Who will be the America’s new ambassador to India:   Kenneth I Juster
 # Where is the Headquarter of World Bank:   Washington .D.C
 # Whom did India’s women’s softball team defeated in the Semi-final:   Singapore
 # Which Two Indian airlines has been rated in the Top 100 list by aviation website Skytrax:  Indigo and Jet Airways
 # Which country has unveiled the world’s first ‘railless train’ that runs on a virtual track:  China
 # Carla Fendi is associated with:   Fashion Industry
 # Who took oath as the acting Governor of Bihar:   Keshari Nath Tripathi

Lok Sabha passed Indian Institutes of Management Bill, 2017
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ABBREVIATIONS
AICTE  All India Council of Technical Education
AIFF All India Football Federation
ASLV Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle
ASWAC Airborne Surveillance Warning and Control
CHOGM Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
COFEPOSA Conservation of Foreign Exchange and 

Prevention of Smuggling Act
DFDR ‘Digital Flight Data Recorder (Black box)’
GATT General Agreement on Tariff and Trade
GNLF Gorkha National Liberation Front
ICFTU International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
 IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES
October 01  International Coffee Day/ World Vegetarian Day
October 02  Gandhi Jayanti/International Day of Non-Violence
October 04  World Animal Day
October 05  World Teachers’ Day
October 09  World Post Day
October 10  World Mental Health Day
October 14  World Standards Day
October 16  World Food Day
October 17  International Day for the Eradication of Poverty
October 24  United Nations Day

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY
Government security: It is a tradable instrument issued by 
the Central Government or the State Governments. 
It acknowledges the Government’s debt obligation.  
Such securities are short term (usually called treasury bills, 
with original maturities of less than one year) or long term 
(usually called Government bonds or dated securities with 
original maturity of one year or more).
In India, the Central Government issues both, treasury bills 
and bonds or dated securities while the State Governments 
issue only bonds or dated securities, which are called the 
State Development Loans (SDLs).
State Development Loans (SDLs): SDLs are dated 
securities issued by the Central Government. 
Interest is serviced at half-yearly intervals and the principal 
is repaid on the maturity date. 
Like dated securities issued by the Central Government, 
SDLs issued by the State Governments qualify for SLR. 
They are also eligible as collaterals for borrowing through 
market repo as well as borrowing by eligible entities from 
the RBI under the Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF).

BOOKS AND AUTHORS

Bombay’s People 1860-98
:-Asiya Siddiqi

What Happened
:- Hilary Clinton

Learn from the Almond Leaf
:- Eunice de Souza 

Advice and Dissent  
:- Y.V.Reddy

The Windfall 
:- Diksha Basu

Government launched India Quake app for the earthquake parameter dissemination
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Ram Nath Kovind

Giving India its second Dalit president, 
former Bihar Governor Ram Nath 
Kovind won the presidential election 
with a comfortable margin against 
Opposition nominee Meira Kumar.

After final round of counting, Ram 
Nath Kovind got 2,930 votes with 
a value of 702,044 out of a total of 
10,69,358.

Incumbent Pranab Mukerhjee’s last day as president 
was on July 24 and Kovind’s oath-taking as India’s 14th 
president was on the day after.

President-elect Ram Nath Kovind will be administered 
oath by the Chief Justice of India Jagdish Singh Khehar in 
the Central Hall of Parliament.

Anthony Scaramucci

American President Donald Trump 
has appointed financier Anthony 
Scaramucci as his administration’s 
new communications director.

Scaramucci, 53, currently serves as the 
senior vice president and chief strategy 
officer at the Export-Import Bank. He 
begun his new role on August 15.

His appointment preceded with the resignation of Sean 
Spicer.

Spicer, who held the responsibility of the communications 
director after Mike Dubke quit in May.

Anil Kumar Raturi

Anil Kumar Raturi took charge as the 
new Director General of Police (DGP) 
of Uttarakhand. He took charge on July 
24.

Raturi replaced DGP MA Ganapathy, 
who has joined as additional director 
general of police (ADG), Central 
Industrial Security Force (CISF).

Fayaz Kaloo

Chief Editor of Greater Kashmir Fayaz Ahmad Kaloo 
has been elected as the first president of Kashmir Editors 
Guild (KEG).

Editor of daily Kashmir Images Bashir 
Manzar was elected as general secretary of 
the guild which was formed in December 
last year.

The ad-hoc body of the KEG was headed 
by Kaloo. Other officer-bearers elected 
include Bashir Ahmad Bashir (Srinagar 
Times) and Sajjad Haider (Kashmir 
Observer) as vice presidents and Haroon Rashid Shah (Nidai-
Mashriq) as treasurer of the guild.

S C Garg

The government has appointed Economic 
Affairs Secretary S C Garg as Alternate 
Governor on the Board of Governors of 
Asian Development Bank (ADB).

The appointment has come into effect 
from July 12, 2017.

Garg has been appointed in place of 
Former Secretary Shaktikanta Das.

Anand Sahai

Budget carrier GoAir has appointed 
Anand Sahai, the former Vodafone 
business head for East India, as its chief 
commercial officer (CCO) ahead of its 
plans to launch international operations 
later this year.

Sahai, whose appointment to the newly-
created post was effective from July 24, 
has reported to the airlines chief executive officer (CEO).

Nitish Kumar

Nitish Kumar became the Chief Minister 
of Bihar for the sixth time and Sushil Modi 
took oath as the Deputy Chief Minister of 
Bihar.

BJP leader Sushil Kumar Modi was 
also administered the oath by Governor 
Keshari Nath Tripathi.

Kumar resigned as the chief minister. The ostensible reason 
for him to quit was his falling out with the RJD over corruption 
charges against Lalu Yadav’s son Tejashwi who was the then 
deputy CM.

The JD (U) had walked out of the NDA in July 2013, ending its 
17-year-old alliance, after Narendra Modi was nominated head 
of the BJP’s campaign committee for the 2014 Lok Sabha polls.

APPOINTMENT

APPOINTMENT

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif resigned from his post
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Harsh Chitale

Philips Lighting announced top level 
reshuffle by elevating its South Asia 
head Harsh Chitale to global role, as 
the CEO of its b2b arm Business Group 
Professional.

Chitale, currently South Asia CEO, 
would be succeeded by Sumit Joshi, 
Head of Marketing Excellence of Philips 
Lighting.

In his new role, Chitale relocated to the Netherlands 
in September and replace Emmanuel Sabonnadière. 
He would directly report to Philips Lighting CEO Eric 
Rondolat.

Sunil Singhania

Reliance Capital has elevated chief 
investment officer of its mutual fund arm 
Sunil Singhania as a global head of the 
company’s equity business.

Manish Gunwani will be the new CIO 
for equity division at Reliance Nippon 
Life Asset Management (RNAM), better 
known as Reliance Mutual Fund.

Singhania will move into the new role from September 1, 
2017, till which time he will continue in his present role 
of CIO equities of Reliance Mutual Fund. Gunwani would 
also join the company from the same time.

In his new role, Singhania would be responsible for 
expanding equity business of Reliance Capital, across life 
insurance, offshore funds, Alternative Investment Fund 
(AIF) and wealth management.

Ravneet Kaur

State-run India Tourism Development 
Corporation (ITDC) has appointed 
Ravneet Kaur as the Chairperson and 
Managing Director.

Kaur is the first woman to be appointed 
as full time Chairperson and Managing 
Director of ITDC.

An IAS officer of 1988 batch, Punjab cadre, Kaur was 
Joint Secretary in Department of Industrial Policy and 
Promotion under Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
prior to her appointment. Kaur has taken over from Umang 
Narula.

Manoj Pant

JNU Professor Manoj Pant has been 
appointed as the Director of Indian 
Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT).

The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet has approved his appointment to 
the post on deputation basis for a period 
of five years or till he attains the age of 
70 years. 

Pant has been teaching Trade Theory at the Centre 
for International Trade and Development, School of 
International Studies in Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU).

Ambuj Sharma

Senior bureaucrat Ambuj Sharma has 
been appointed Secretary-General, 
National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC). 

Sharma is a 1983 batch IAS officer of 
Tamil Nadu cadre. The Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet has approved 
his appointment to the post.

N N Sinha

The additional chief secretary of Rural 
Development department of Jharkhand, 
N N Sinha, will be the new managing 
director National Highway Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Limited 
(NHIDCL).

Sinha has been relieved of his duties 
from the Jharkhand government to take over as the MD of 
NHIDCL in Delhi. 

Sinha will be the second MD of the NHIDCL. The first MD 
was Anand Kumar, an IAS officer of Kerala cadre.

Dhirendra Swarup

Market regulator Sebi has approved 
the appointment of Dhirendra Swarup 
as the new chairman of Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE).

Swarup, who was a public interest 
director at the BSE, replaces incumbent 
Sudhakar Rao.     

APPOINTMENT

NABARD inked Accreditation Master Agreement (AMA) with Green Climate Fund
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Shahid Khaqan Abbasi

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi has been elected 
as the 18th Prime Minister of Pakistan by 
country’s National Assembly.

Abbasi, 58, was elected as Pakistan’s 
18th premier after getting 221 votes in 
the House of 342, defeating his three 
rivals emphatically.

Sanjaya Baru

Sanjaya Baru, who was media advisor 
to former Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh, has been named new secretary 
general of the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(Ficci).

Baru will assume the charge from 
September 1, Ficci President Pankaj 
Patel said in a statement. He will replace A Didar Singh. 
Singh, who is nearing completion of five years as secretary 
general, would now be holding the position of the Principal 
Advisor to Ficci President from September 1.

Christopher Wray

Christopher Wray sworn in by US 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions as the 
new FBI director.

A former US Assistant Attorney for the 
Criminal Division, Wray replaces James 
Comey, who was abruptly fired by 
President Donald Trump amid a probe 
into the Trump campaign’s alleged 
collusion with Russia to influence the last year’s presidential 
election.

Devendra Chawla

Walmart India, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of US-based Walmart Stores 
Inc, has appointed Devendra Chawla 
as Executive Vice President (EVP) and 
Chief Operating Officer.

Chawla had resigned from Future 
Consumer, a part of Kishore Biyani-
led Future Group, where he was the 
CEO.

In his new role at the retail giant, he will lead Merchandising, 
Marketing, and Omni Channel functions for Walmart India’s 
Cash and Carry business.

Mohammad Mustafa

Senior bureaucrat Mohammad Mustafa 
has been appointed as Chairman and 
Manging Director in Small Industries 
Development Bank of India (SIDBI).

Mustafa, a 1995 batch IAS officer of 
Uttar Pradesh cadre, is at present Joint 
Secretary in Department of Financial 
Services.

The Appointments Committee of the cabinet has approved 
his appointment to the post for three years.

Venkaiah Naidu 

BJP-led National Democratic Alliance 
Vice-Presidential candidate M Venkaiah 
Naidu won the Vice Presidential election 
on 5 August 2017. With this election, 
Naidu will serve India as the 13th Vice 
President (in person) of the country and 
15th overall.

With this victory, Naidu has succeed 
Mohammad Hamid Ansari whose term come to an end 
on 10 August 2017. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan and Hamid 
Ansari have twice served the country as its Vice President.

Venkaiah Naidu, 68, won the Vice Presidential election by 
defeating the opposition candidate and former West Bengal 
Governor and Mahatma Gandhi’s grandson Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi. In the election, Naidu received 516 votes; while 
Gandhi got 244 votes.

After his sworn-in, Naidu is also be the third vice-President 
of India from Andhra Pradesh. The other two Vice Presidents 
from Andhra Pradesh were Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan and 
VV Giri, both of whom later became President.

Rajiv Kumar

The Union government appointed 
noted economist Rajiv Kumar as the 
new Vice- Chairman of NITI Aayog. 
Kumar would be succeeding Arvind 
Panagariya, who recently announced 
his resignation in order to return to the 
field of academics.

Kumar, who holds a doctorate in economics from Oxford 
University and Lucknow University, is a senior fellow 
at the Centre for Policy Research (CPR), a public policy 
think-tank. He has also authored several books on the 
Indian economy and India’s national security.

APPOINTMENT
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S Aparna

Senior bureaucrat S Aparna, presently 
Principal Secretary to Gujarat Chief 
Minister Vijay Rupani, has been 
appointed as an Executive Director in the 
World Bank in the US. 

Aparna, a 1988-batch IAS officer of the 
Gujarat cadre, has been appointed to the 
post for three years. As the Executive 
Director, she will represent the constituency of India, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Sri Lanka in the World Bank, it said. 

Aparna has been appointed in place of S C Garg, who has 
recently taken over as Secretary, Department of Economic 
Affairs, in the Union Finance Ministry.

Dilip Chauhan

Indian-American Dilip Chauhan has 
been appointed to a senior position 
focusing on increasing outreach to 
the minority communities in Nassau 
County.

Chauhan was named Deputy Comptroller 
for Minority Affairs by Nassau County 
Comptroller George Maragos.

Chauhan had joined the Comptroller’s office in 2015 as 
Director for Community Affairs, South and East Asia and 
has served as senior advisor to the Comptroller since early 
2017.

It however underlined the need to do more for the rights of 
the minority communities.

Dipak Misra

Justice Dipak Misra, the senior-most 
judge in the Supreme Court, will be 
the 45th Chief Justice of India (CJI), 
succeeding incumbent J S Khehar.

One of the most eloquent judges in the 
apex court, Justice Misra, 63, has been 
a part of several key verdicts, such as 
sending Mumbai blasts convict Yakub 
Memon and four men who raped and killed a physiotherapy 
intern to the gallows.

Justice Misra, who will have a tenure of over 13 months 
as the CJI after he takes over on August 28, has a sensitive 
assignment on hand — the vexatious title dispute in the 
Ram Mandir and the Babri Masjid case. He was appointed 
a Judge of the Supreme Court of India on October 10, 2011.

Rana Sarkar

Rana Sarkar, an Indo-Canadian 
entrepreneur, has been appointed 
Canada’s consul general in San 
Francisco as well as a member of the 
Canadian official team tasked with 
renegotiating the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with the US 
and Mexico. 

Sarkar is part of a 13-member group tasked with helping 
Canada navigate the renegotiation of NAFTA.

Prasoon Joshi

The government appointed songwriter-
poet Prasoon Joshi as the chairperson 
of the censor board replacing Pahlaj 
Nihalani.

Joshi was appointed with immediate 
effect for a period of three years or until 
further orders.

Since his appointment as the head of 
the Central Board of Film Certification in January 2015, 
Nihalani made headlines for a number of controversial 
moves and statements.

Joshi was awarded with the Padma Shri in 2015 for 
his contributions in the field of Arts, Literature and 
Advertising.

David Rasquinha

David Rasquinha has been appointed 
as Managing Director of Export-Import 
Bank of India (Exim Bank). 

The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet has approved his appointment to 
the post for three years, an order issued 
by the Department of Personnel and 
Training (DoPT) said. Rasquinha is at 
present Deputy Managing Director of the Exim Bank.

Uhuru Kenyatta

President Uhuru Kenyatta won re-
election in Kenya, defeating veteran 
opposition leader and longtime rival 
Raila Odinga in a tense contest.

Kenya’s election commission declared 
that the 55-year-old businessman and 
son of the country’s founding President 

APPOINTMENT
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APPOINTMENT
had received enough votes to secure a second five-year 
term. Kenyatta garnered 54.27% of the final vote, similar 
to what he had in a preliminary count. Odinga received 
44.74%.

Shashi Shekhar Vempati

Shashi Shekhar Vempati, chief executive 
officer (CEO) at public broadcaster 
Prasar Bharati has been appointed as the 
chief of Rajya Sabha TV.

Founded in 2008, Rajya Sabha TV is 
owned and operated by Rajya Sabha 
and covers the proceedings of the upper 
house of the Parliament. Prasar Bharati 
runs Doordarshan television and All India Radio.

Vempati will replace Gurdeep Singh Sappal who has 
been serving as the CEO and editor-in-chief of Rajya 
Sabha TV since 2011. This comes one day after former 
information and broadcasting (I&B) minister M. 
Venkaiah Naidu replaced Hamid Ansari as the vice-
president of India and chairman of Rajya Sabha on 11 
August.

Vempati, who was recently appointed as the CEO of Prasar 
Bharati, is the first non-Indian Administrative Service 
(IAS) officer ever to head the public broadcaster. Prior to 
this, Vempati was the CEO of a digital media company Niti 
Digital.

P B Balaji

P B Balaji will join Tata Motors as 
group Chief Financial Officer (CFO). 
He will replace C Ramakrishnan 
who retires at the end of his term on 
September 30. Ramakrishnan was 
elevated as Tata Motors group CFO in 
July 2015.

Hindustan Unilever Chief Financial 
Officer P B Balaji resigned from the company. Balaji (46), 
who was also the Executive Director (Finance and IT), was 
associated with HUL for the last 24 years and has worked 
in various positions.

Since 2014, he has been heading the finance function as the 
Chief Financial Officer of Hindustan Unilever. 

Santosh Sharma

Santosh Sharma has been appointed as Chairman and 
Managing Director of Hindustan Copper Limited 
(HCL). 

He is at present Director (Operations) in 
the HCL. The Appointments Committee 
of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved his 
appointment to the post for a period of 
five years. 

Emandi Sankara Rao has been 
appointed as Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer of IFCI Ltd. 
He is at present working as Director and Chief Executive 
Officer of IIFCL Asset Management Company Ltd. Rao 
has been appointed to the post for a period of three 
years.

The ACC has also approved appointment of Debasis Jana 
as CMD of Andrew Yule and Co. Ltd (AYCL), Kolkata. He 
is working as Director (Planning) in the same company. He 
will hold the post for five years.

Sartaj Aziz

Pakistan Prime Minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi has appointed 
former top diplomat Sartaj Aziz as 
the deputy chairman of planning 
commission while retained retired 
general Nasir Janjua as the national 
security advisor.

Abbasi, 58, was sworn-in as Pakistan’s 
18th prime minister on August 1 after the Supreme Court 
disqualified the incumbent Nawaz Sharif for dishonesty 
following the Panama papers scandal.

Aziz, who was an adviser to the PM on foreign affairs 
during Sharif’s tenure, was appointed deputy chairman 
of the Planning Commission, with the status of a federal 
minister. The position was earlier held by Ahsan Iqbal, 
who has now been entrusted with the task of managing the 
affairs of Interior Division.

Retired Lt Gen Janjua has been reinstated as the 
National Security Adviser, a post he held before the 
Sharif cabinet was dissolved last month. In addition, 
PML-N leaders Amir Muqam, Sardar Mehtab, Jam 
Mashooq Ali and Irfan Siddiqui have been appointed as 
advisers to the prime minister without being allocated 
any portfolio.

Rajesh Rathi

Consumer electronics firm Videocon has appointed Rajesh 
Rathi as its business head.

India became the first pure export country in steel
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Canara Bank launches its first digital branch ‘CANDI’

Rathi, who has been associated with 
Videocon for over eight years, was 
earlier national head and responsible 
for the group’s consumer durable sales 
across India.

Videocon Industries Chairman 
Venugopal N Dhoot said: “His expertise 
in planning, market strategy, analyses 
and product management will be invaluable to the company, 
going forward.”

Sohail Mahmood

Sohail Mahmood took over as Pakistan’s 
new High Commissioner to India, 
succeeding Abdul Basit.

A Pakistan Foreign Service Officer of 
1985 batch officer, Mahmood had served 
two terms as junior diplomat, desk 
officer, in South Asia division from 1987 
to 1991.

He served in Washington in two terms besides being 
the head of America’s division of the foreign ministry. 
He handled countries such as Afghanistan, Iran and 
had also served at the United Nation’s mission of his 
country.

Sanjiv Gupta

General Motors India announced the 
appointment of Sanjiv Gupta as the new 
President and Managing Director of the 
company.

The current President and Managing 
Director Kaher Kazem will hand over 
the reins of the company to Gupta, who 
is Chief Financial Officer, effective 
September 1. Kazem has been appointed as the President 
and CEO of GM Korea.

Travis Sinniah

Rear Admiral Travis Sinniah 
appointed as the chief of Sri Lanka’s 
naval forces, making him the first 
from the minority Tamil community 
to head the Navy since the brutal civil 
war erupted in the country 45 years 
ago. 

Sinniah, who played a decisive role in the destruction of 
the LTTE warships in deep sea during the height of the 
civil war, was appointed as the Navy chief by President 
Maithripala Sirisena. His services will be effective from 
August 22. 

Sinniah succeeds Vice Admiral Ravi Wijegunaratne who 
has retired.  He is the second Tamil to head the Lankan 
Navy after Rajan Kadirgamar, who was the commander in 
the late 1960s. 

Sinniah is the first from the Tamil community to head the 
Navy since the outbreak of the civil war in the north and 
east of the island in 1972.

Nikolay Kudashev

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
appointed career diplomat Nikolay 
Kudashev as Russia’s new ambassador 
to India, the country’s embassy.

Kudashev, a specialist in South East 
Asia, is currently the Deputy Director 
General Secretariat of the Ministry of 
foreign Affairs of Russia.

The appointment of Kudashev comes nearly seven months 
after the death of Russia’s previous ambassador to India 
Alexander Kadakin.

Mamta Suri 

Mamta Suri took charge as the 
Executive Director of the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Board of India 
(IBBI).

Prior to this appointment, Suri was 
serving as the Chief General Manager of 
the Insurance Regulatory Development 
Authority of India.

Suri is a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) from the 
Institute of Chartered Financial Analysts of India, and she 
has completed her graduation in law. 

She has also received honorary membership for High 
Scholastic Achievement from USA.

Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd



THE PEOPLE

18 OCTOBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Meanwhile, Gurwinder Singh bagged the Footballer of the 
Year award while Boddupalli Amit was adjudged as the 
Cricketer of the Year.

About Dhanraj Pillay

• Pillay played a huge role in reviving the Indian Hockey 
team and performed brilliantly during his 15-year career.

• He played a total of 339 matches for India, scoring 170 
goals.

• He represented India in four internationally in Olympics, 
World Cups, Champions Trophy and Asian Games.

• He made his international hockey debut in 1989 in 
Allwyn Asia Cup.

• He led India to win Asian Games in 1998 and also won 
the Asia Cup in 2003.

• Pillay was awarded with the Rajiv Gandhi Khel 
Ratna award in 1999-2000 for his remarkable 
performance and was later awarded with the Padma 
Shri in 2000.

Asia Society Game Changers Award

Indian-origin actor Dev Patel is among 
nine individuals to be honoured with the 
‘Asia Society Game Changers Award’ by 
a leading educational organisation for 
making a “transformative and positive” 
difference for the future of Asia and the 
world. 

London-born Patel, who became popular 
with his debut film “Slumdog Millionaire”, will be felicitated 
with the Asia Society 2017 Asia Game Changers Award at 
a ceremony to be held at the United Nations, New York. 
He was recently seen in Garth Davis’ “Lion”, which earned 
him an Academy Award nomination for the best actor in a 
supporting role. Patel will next be seen in “Hotel Mumbai”, 
a drama centered on the 26/11 terror attacks.

UAE’s Community Service Medal

Firoz Merchant, an Indian businessman 
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), who 
has spent over USD 4 million to help free 
prisoners languishing in jails due to non-
payment of debts, has been honoured 
with UAE’s prestigious Community 
Service Medal.

UAE Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior of the UAE, Lt General HH Sheikh 

Indira Gandhi Prize

Science journalist Pallava Bagla has 
been awarded with the prestigious Indira 
Gandhi Prize for popularisation of 
science. More than a thousand fellows 
of the Indian National Science Academy 
(INSA) collectively choose once in 
every three years the best populariser of 
science in the country.

Bagla is the Science Editor with the NDTV and a science 
columnist with the Press Trust of India (PTI).

The Indira Gandhi Prize for popularisation of science was 
established by the INSA in 1986 to encourage and recognise 
public awareness of science.

Medal of Honor

US President Donald Trump awarded 
the first ‘Medal of Honor’ to an Army 
medic James McCloughan  who ran into 
danger to save wounded soldiers during 
a Vietnam War battle despite his own 
serious wounds.

McCloughan was a 23-year-old 
private first class who had been 
drafted into the Army when, in 1969, he found himself 
in the middle of the raging, days long Battle of Nui Yon 
Hill. McCloughan voluntarily entered the “kill zone” 
to rescue injured comrades, even as he was pelted with 
shrapnel from a rocket-propelled grenade, the back of 
his body slashed from head to foot. The Medal of Honor 
is given to Armed Forces members who distinguish 
themselves by going above and beyond the call of duty 
in battle.

Bharat Gaurav

Former India hockey captain Dhanraj 
Pillay was on 1 August 2017 honoured 
with the ‘Bharat Gaurav’ by East Bengal 
Football Club on its foundation day. 
Bharat Gaurav is the highest award of 
the club.

On the other hand, the club presented 
lifetime achievement awards to 
Subhash Bhowmick, a member of the 1970 Asian Games 
bronze medal-winning national football team and Syed 
Naeemuddin, former national team coach.

AWARDS/HONOURS

AWARDS/HONOURS
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THE PEOPLE

19 OCTOBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, honoured Indian businessman 
and philanthropist Firoz Merchant with the Community 
Service Medal on Augsut 7, 2017. The award, which is 
given in the form of a medal, was given to Merchant in 
recognition of his efforts to serve the community in the 
country and beyond.

Kesari Media Award

Veteran journalist T J S George has been 
chosen for the first Kesari Media Award, 
instituted by the Kesari Memorial 
Journalist Trust. The award comprises 
a purse of Rs 50,000, citation and a 
statuette designed by renowned artist 
Bhatathiri.

A jury, comprising filmmaker Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan and Asianet editor M G Radhakrishnan, 
Media Academy chairman R S Babu and Kesari Memorial 
Journalist Trust chairman C Rahim as members, selected 
the award winner. The award would be given away at a 
function to be held on August 13.

Hugo Award 

The Hugo Award for Best Novel 2017 
was given to Nora K. Jemisin, an 
American speculative fiction writer 
for her work “The Obelisk Gate”. 
The award was presented at the 75th 
World Science Fiction Convention in 
Helsinki.

The awarded book was the second in the trilogy that 
started with “The Fifth Season”, which was New York 
Times Notable Book of 2015 and won Jemisin the Hugo 
Award for Best Novel in 2016. The third book of the 
trilogy is due to be published later this month.

Ada Palmer was awarded the Best New Writer, Seanan 
McGuire’s “Every Heart a Doorway” was the Best Novella, 
“The Tomato Thief” by Ursula Vernon was the Best 
Novelette, and “Seasons of Glass and Iron” by Amal El-
Mohtar the Best Short Story.

Micheal Jackson Vanguard Award

Singer Pink will be honoured with the Michael Jackson 
Video Vanguard Award at the 2017 Video Music Awards 
(VMAs).

In addition to receiving the events 
highest honour, the 37-year-old 
musician will perform live on August 
27 function.

The first Vanguard awards were presented 
at the inaugural VMAs in 1984 to David 
Bowie and The Beatles. The award was 
later renamed to honour King of Pop, 
Michael Jackson in 1991.

Besides Pink, musicians such as Madonna, Beyonce, 
Guns N Roses and last year, Rihanna have received the 
honour.

International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 
award

The Bastar police in Chhattisgarh has 
been selected for the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 
award this year for its community 
policing initiative ‘Amcho Bastar, 
Amcho Police’ focusing on the 
rehabilitation of Naxals.

Bastar districts Superintendent of Police 
Arif Shaikh will receive the award in Philadelphia, US, on 
October 24.

Nearly 461 Maoists have surrendered before the Bastar 
police so far this year. The International Association of 
Chiefs of Police (IACP) is a 126-year-old professional 
association based in Virginia for law enforcement 
worldwide.

The IACP community policing committee every year 
recognises outstanding initiatives undertaken by law 
enforcement agencies across the world.

Agriculture Leadership Award 2017

Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhara Rao has been selected 
for the Agriculture Leadership Award 
2017, instituted by the Indian Council of 
Food and Agriculture. 

A committee headed by eminent 
agricultural scientist M S Swaminathan 
has recommended Rao’s name. The 
award will be presented on September 5 in New Delhi.

AWARDS/HONOURS
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Udupi Ramachandra Rao

Eminent space scientist and former 
Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) Chairman Udupi Ramachandra 
Rao died. Rao was 85. Known for his 
work across the globe, Rao has been a 
part of several successful launches of 
ISRO, including Aryabhatta and the 
Mars Orbiter Mission. 

Rao was confered the Padma Bhushan in 1976 and the 
Padma Vibhushan in 2017 for his contribution to Indian 
space technology. Rao was born in a small village in Udupi 
called Adamaru. 

He has been associated with the Indian space programme 
from the times of Satish Dhawan and Vikram Sarabhai. He 
served as chairman of ISRO for ten years between 1984 and 
1994. 

Rao also became the first Indian space scientist to be 
inducted into the prestigious ‘Satellite Hall of Fame’ in 
Washington DC on March 19, 2013, and the ‘IAF Hall of 
Fame’ in Mexico’s Guadalajara.

Waldir Peres

Waldir Peres, the goalkeeper of Brazil’s 
feted 1982 World Cup team, has passed 
away. He was 66.

Peres was capped 39 times for his 
country. He is best remembered for 
being a part of the Brazil side that 
exhilarated football fans with their 
victories over the Soviet Union, Scotland, New Zealand 
and Argentina during the 1982 World Cup in Spain.

Yash Pal

Famous Indian scientist and 
academician Yash Pal who was Known 
for his contribution to the study of 
cosmic rays, died. He was 90. Yash 
Pal was awarded the Padma Bhushan 
in 1976 and the Padma Vibhushan, 
India’s second highest civilian honour, 
in 2013.

He started his career with the Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research (TIFR) as a member of the cosmic rays group. He 
was there with TIFR will 1983.

Kubersingh Saklecha

Veteran freedom fighter and social 
worker Kubersingh Saklecha passed 
away. He was 94.

Born in 1923 in Raisen districts 
Bareli tehsil, Saklecha took part in the 
country’s independence movement and 
also went to jail.

Mervyn Rose

Mervyn Rose, who won two grand 
slam titles and a pair of Davis Cups for 
Australia before coaching some of the 
greats of the game, has died at 87.

A pugnacious left-hander with an 
occasionally combustible temper, Rose 
won the 1954 Australian Open and 
the 1958 French Open along with five 
grand slam doubles crowns.

Born in Coffs Harbour, a coastal town in northern New 
South Wales State, Rose was inducted into the international 
Tennis Hall of Fame in 2001.

Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu

World-renowned indigenous singer, 
Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu, died. 
He was 46. Australians hailed his 
contributions to music. 

Born blind, the reluctant star never gave 
any interviews and was painfully shy, 
but his music drew worldwide acclaim, 
despite the fact that he performed in his 
Gumatj dialect which is understood by only around 3,000 
people. 

Dharam Singh

Former chief minister of Karnataka 
Dharam Singh passed away. He was 80.

He was the 17th Chief Minister of 
Karnataka from 2004 to 2006. He was 
a Member of the Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly for seven consecutive 
terms and a Member of Parliament 
representing Bidar in the 14th Lok 
Sabha. The former chief minister has been a staunch 
loyalist of the Congress party having joined it back in 
1960s. 

OBITUARY
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Inder Kumar

Actor Inder Kumar, known for his 
work in Bollywood films like Masoom, 
Wanted and Khiladiyon Ka Khiladi, 
died. He was 44.

Inder Kumar worked in over 20 films in a 
career spanning nearly twenty years. He 
was best known for playing supporting 
roles in Bollywood films such as Tirchhi 
Topiwale (1998), Kahi Pyar Na Ho Jaaye (2000), Paying 
Guest (2009) and Wanted (2009). Inder was last seen in the 
2011 film Yeh Dooriyan. Inder also briefly played Mihir 
Virani in the popular TV show Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi 
Bahu Thi.

John Morris

John Morris, a celebrated US-born editor 
who commissioned and published some 
of the most iconic photographs of the 
20th century, died. He was 100. 

During the height of the Vietnam War, 
he was picture editor at The New York 
Times from 1967 to 1973. 

He also witnessed first-hand, the assassination of Robert F. 
Kennedy in Los Angeles in June 1968.

Ustad Sayeeduddin Dagar

Eminent classical singer Ustad 
Sayeeduddin Dagar, who is credited 
with keeping the Dhrupad tradition of 
Indian classical music alive, died. He 
was 78.

He is credited with making the Dhrupad 
tradition popular in Maharashtra. Dagar 
has a large following in India and abroad 
as he worked to spread Dhrupad throughout his life. 

Considered as the one of the oldest style of classical singing 
of North Indian music, Dhrupad was known to be on top 
during the period of Tansen. 

B.B Shivappa

Veteran Karnataka BJP leader B B 
Shivappa passed away. He was 89.

Shivappa, who joined BJP in 1981, 
served as its state president for five years 
from 1983 to 1988. He was an MLA 
for two terms between 1994-2004 and 

represented Sakleshpur constituency. He had also served as 
an MLC from 1984-1990 and 2007- 2009.

Marian Diamond

American neuroscientist Marian 
Diamond who studied Albert Einstein’s 
brain in 1984, passed away. She was 90.

She was the first to show that anatomy 
of all animals’ brains can change 
with experience and improve with 
enrichment. 

Considered a pioneer in neuroscience, Diamond also 
demonstrated brain can develop at any age, and male 
and female brains are structured differently.

Santosh Mohan Dev

Former union minister and Congress 
leader Santosh Mohan Dev died. He 
was 86. Dev was Union Minister for 
Heavy Industries and Public Enterprise 
in the first UPA government led by Dr 
Manmohan Singh. 

He was elected to the Lok Sabha seven 
times since 1980  five times from Silchar and twice from 
Tripura. 

Sam Shepard

Famous American playwright, Sam 
Shepard died. He was 73. Sam was also 
famous as an actor, screenwriter and 
director.

Shepard wrote more than 40 plays and 
won the Pulitzer Prize for drama for 
Buried Child in 1979. He went on to be 
nominated for the best supporting actor 
Oscar for 1983’s The Right Stuff and starred in films like 
Black Hawk Down as well as co-writing 1984’s Paris, 
Texas.

Pushpa Bhargava

Veteran molecular biologist Pushpa 
Mittra Bhargava passed away in 
Hyderabad. He was 89. Bhargava was 
the founding director of Hyderabad 
based Centre for Cellular and Molecular 
Biology (CCMB). He was chairman of 
the Drafting Committee for the Assisted 
Reproductive Technologies (Regulation) 
Bill 2013.  He was awarded Padma Bhushan in 1986.

OBITUARY
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Edward Hugh McGrath

Father Edward Hugh McGrath, one of 
the founding fathers of XLRI, has died in 
Jamshedpur. He was 94.

Fr McGarth had been a director of the 
premier institution from 1959-1962 and 
1981-1982 and helped to put XLRI on 
the map of the country’s finest business 
schools. 

Betty Cuthbert

Australian Olympic icon Betty Cuthbert, 
the only athlete to ever win gold in the 
100m, 200m, and 400m, has died. She 
was 79. 

Cuthbert shot to fame as a little-known 
18-year-old at the 1956 Melbourne 
Olympics, winning the 100m, 200m and 
4x100m relay, earning her the nickname 
“Golden Girl” by local media. 

During her career, she set nine world records, four of them 
in 1958, and remains the only athlete, male or female, to 
win Olympic gold in the 100m, 200m and 400m. 

She is the only athlete, male or female, to win Olympic 
gold in the 100m, 200m and 400m, with her trophy cabinet 
also including three medals from the Commonwealth 
Games. 

Sanwar Lal Jat

Former Union Minister and MP from 
Ajmer Sanwar Lal Jat, died. He was 
62.

Jat was the Minister of State for Water 
Resources in the Narendra Modi 
Government.

Glen Campbell

Legendary music singer Glen Campbell, 
best known for his 1975 hit “Rhinestone 
Cowboy”, has died. He was 81.

The musician released more than 70 
albums during his 50- year career, 
and had a series of hits in the 60s and 
70s including “Gentle on My Mind,” 
“Wichita Lineman,” “Galveston,” 
“Country Boy” and his best-selling single, “Rhinestone 
Cowboy.”

He made history in 1967 by winning four Grammys in 
the country and pop categories, and took home CMA’s 
Entertainer of the Year award in 1968. Campbell was also 
famous for “The Glen Campbell Goodtime Hour,” a TV 
variety show that ran from 1969 to 1972.

Sitaram Panchal

Bollywood actor Sitaram Panchal passed 
away. He was 54.

Sitaram, who made his Bollywood debut 
in 1994 with Bandit Queen, was best 
known for his work in films like Peepli 
Live, Pan Singh Tomar, Jolly LLB 2, The 
Legend of Bhagat Singh and Slumdog 
Millionaire.

Dr Ruth Pfau

Dr Ruth Pfau, a German doctor 
popularly known as Pakistan’s Mother 
Teresa for dedicating her life to 
eradicate leprosy in the country, died. 
She was 87.

Dr Pfau first visited Pakistan in 1960 
and was so touched by the plight of 
leprosy victims that she decided to stay 
forever in the country to treat them. Due to her tireless 
efforts, the World Health Organisation in 1996 declared 
Pakistan one of the first countries in Asia to be free of 
leprosy.

She was born in 1929 in Germany and lived through the 
horrors of the World War II. She was 29 when landed in 
Karachi for the first time. She was awarded the Hilal-
e-Imtiaz - Pakistans second highest civilian award - in 
1979, the Hilal-e-Pakistan in 1989. She was also awarded 
the Staufer Medal at the German consulate Karachi in 
2015.

Yisrael Kristal 

Yisrael Kristal, certified by Guinness 
World Records as the world’s oldest 
man, died. He was 113.

Kristal, originally from Zarnow in what 
is now Poland, was born on September 
15, 1903 three months before the Wright 
brothers’ first successful powered 
airplane flight.

Guinness World Records recognised him as the world’s 
oldest man in March 2016.

Sanjeev Rajput won gold in KSS shooting meet

OBITUARY
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Vijay Nambisan

Poet and writer Vijay Nambisan 
passed away. He became the first All 
India Poetry Champion in 1988. He 
was 54.

His poem ‘Madras Central’ made him 
won the All India Poetry Competition 
organised by the Poetry Society of India 
in association with the British Council.

He was graduated from IIT Madras, Chennai, 
Nambisan also translated the devotional poetry 
of famous poets — Poonthanam and Melpathur 
Narayana Bhattathiri.

In his book ‘Language’s is an ethnic’, he appealed to readers 
and writers to use ethical language.

Joseph Bologna

Actor, writer, and director Joseph 
Bologna, who was also nominated at 
the Academy Awards for the screenplay 
adaptation of “Lovers and Others 
Strangers”, is dead. He was 82.

He played TV star King Kaiser in 
the backstage comedy inspired by 
Mel Brooks’ experiences as a young 
TV writer on Sid Caesar’s legendary “Your Show of 
Shows.”

Bologna and Taylor co-wrote and starred in the Broadway 
show “Lovers and Others Strangers” in 1968. The pair 
then earned Oscar nominations for their screenplay 
adaptation for the 1970 film starring Gig Young and Bea 
Arthur.

The pair also won a Writers Guild Award for their 
1971 movie “Made for Each Other” in which they also 
starred.

Stephen Wooldridge

Former Australian Olympic track 
cyclist, Stephen Wooldridge died. He 
was 39.

The former star team pursuiter, from 
New South Wales State, won gold 
for Australia in the 2004 Athens 
Olympics, was also a four-time world 
champion in the discipline and the 2002 
Commonwealth Games champion.

M K Damodaran

Former Kerala advocate general M K 
Damodaran passed away. He was 77.

A senior advocate of the state high 
court, Damodaran had functioned as 
Advocate General during the LDF 
regime headed by E K Nayanar from 
1996-2001.  

S Paul

Veteran photographer S Paul passed 
away in New Delhi. He was 88. 

Paul was a self-taught photographer who 
discovered his passion for the art as a 
teenager. He joined The Indian Express 
in the 1960s and retired in 1989.

Paul was the first Indian to be profiled 
by The British Journal of Photography in 1967. He was the 
first Indian to win the Nikon International Photo Contest in 
1971. Famous B&W Magazine of US had described him as 
‘The Henry Cartier-Bresson of India’.

Sonny Landham

Sonny Landham, the muscular 
action-movie actor who co-starred in 
“Predator” and “48 Hrs,” has died. He 
was 76. 

Landham was a brawny, deep-voiced 
actor and stunt man who played a bit part 
in Walter Hill’s 1979 street-gang thriller 
“The Warriors” before the director cast 
him as the trigger-happy criminal Billy Bear in 1982’s “48 
Hrs.” 

Landham, who was part Cherokee and Seminole, was 
perhaps most known for playing the Native American 
tracker Billy Sole in the 1987 Arnold Schwarzenegger film 
“Predator.”

Shambhu Dayal Badgujar

Chairman of Rajasthan Khadi Board 
Shambhu Dayal Badgujar died. He was 
64.

Badgujar was admitted to the SMS 
hospital about two months ago after he 
suffered a cardiac arrest and subsequent 
brain damage.

OBITUARY

Aurionpro launches a Bank in a Box to reduce branch expansion cost for banks
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Burning Topics of the MonthNATIONAL payable monthly for 10 years on single lumpsum premium 
ranging from Rs. 150000 (minimum) to Rs.750000 
(maximum).
Pension (minimum: Rs.1000/ month; maximum: Rs.5000) 
will be payable at the end of each period, during the policy 
term of 10 years, as per the frequency of monthly, quarterly, 
half-yearly, yearly as chosen by the pensioner at the time of 
purchase. 
It is exempted from goods and services (GST) tax. It will 
offer senior citizens more avenues to earn steady regular 
income at a time of falling interest rates. On survival of 
the pensioner to the end of the policy term of 10 years, the 
purchase price of the scheme along with the final pension 
instalment will be payable. The scheme also offers loan up 
to 75% of the purchase price after 3 policy years (to meet 
the liquidity needs). Loan interest will be recovered from 
the pension instalments and loan will be recovered from 
claim proceeds. The scheme allows for premature exit 
for the treatment of any critical terminal illness of self or 
spouse.  On such premature exit, 98% of the purchase price 
would be refunded. On death of the pensioner during the 
policy term of 10 years, the purchase price should be paid 
to the beneficiary.

India to host 2017 Global Conference on Cyber 
Space, 24 July 2017

India will host Global Conference on Cyber Space 
(GCCS) 2017, the world’s largest conference on cyber 
space and related issues in New Delhi in November 

2017.  This is for the first time GCCS is taking place 
outside Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) nations. It will be the fifth edition  
of the conference. 
The theme for the GCCS 2017 is ‘Cyber4All: An 
Inclusive, Sustainable, Developmental, Safe and Secure 
Cyberspace‘.
The cyber security will be one of the major focus areas in 
GCCS 2017. It will serve as a platform for the exchange 
of ideas with global think thanks and promote closer co-
operation among the international community.

Lt.Gen. Abhay Krishna new Eastern Command chief

1. India to host 2017 Global Conference on 
Cyber Space.

2. Muntra, country’s first unmanned tank, 
rolls out from the Chennai lab.

3. India-ASEAN Youth Summit in Bhopal 
from Aug 14-19

Student from J-K wins digital skill competition 
in Singapore, 21 July 2017

An engineering student from 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
won a global digital skill 

competition held in Singapore. 
Prince Sumberia, a student of 
Model Institute of Engineering 
and Technology, beat finalists from 
six other countries Singapore, the 
Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, 
Bhutan and Vietnam, to win the Asia 
Digital Skills Challenge. 
The contest, one of the biggest digital skills competition in 
Asia, was organised by the ICDL Foundation, a non-profit 
organisation, and was open to students aged 18-25 years. 

Government launches Pradhan Mantri Vaya 
Vandana Yojana for senior citizens,   
22 July 2017

The Union Finance 
Ministry has 
launched Pradhan 

Mantri Vaya Vandana 
Yojana (PMVVY), 
a pension scheme 
exclusively for senior 
citizens aged 60 years 
and above. 
Under this scheme, senior citizens will get a guaranteed 
interest of 8% for 10 years depending upon the investment 
made by them. 
This PMVVY scheme will be available from May 4, 
2017 to May 3, 2018. Life Insurance Corporation of 
India (LIC) has been given the sole privilege to operate 
the scheme. 
It can be purchased offline as well as online through LIC. 
This scheme provides an assured return of 8% per annum 
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Government launches ‘SHe-box’ portal for 
sexual harassment, 24 July 2017

The Women and 
Child Development 
ministry launched an 

online platform to enable 
women employees of the 
central government to file 
complaints related to sexual 
harassment at the workplace.
The WCD minister also instructed officials to make the ‘SHe-
box’ (sexual harassment electronic box) as “interactive” as 
possible. The decision to host an online platform for sexual 
harassment cases was taken by the WCD ministry last 
October after the minister received complaints from women 
employees in various ministries.

Union Government launches mobile app Aarambh 
for road maintenance, 26 July 2017

The Union Government 
introduced a mobile 
app Aarambh for 

road maintenance. The app 
was launched by Narendra 
Singh Tomar, Union Minister 
for Panchayati Raj, Rural 
Development, Drinking Water 
& Sanitation, and Deborah Greenfield, Deputy Director 
General (Policy) of the International Labour Organization 
(ILO).
Key highlights of Aarambh

 # Aarambh is a mobile phone based app for performance 
based maintenance contracting and community 
contracting for maintenance of rural roads.

 # The mobile phone app aims at use of Geographic 
Information System (GIS) based mapping for making 
road inventories, condition surveys, and producing cost 
estimates and other relevant data for preparation and 
monitoring of annual road maintenance plans.

 # Its usage would greatly enhance the service delivery of 
the state level institutions in planning and implementing 
performance based rural roads maintenance contracts.

Arun Jaitley released a Case Study on the 
Birth of GST in India – “The GST Saga: A 
Story of Extraordinary National Ambition”, 
26 July 2017

A Case Study on the birth of the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) in India – “The GST Saga: A Story of 
Extraordinary National Ambition” was released 

by the Union Finance 
Minister, Arun Jaitley.
In view of the 
successful roll-out 
of the GST on 1 July 
2017, it was felt that 
there was a need for 
the public to know of 
the story of how GST 
evolved, its timeline, the different stakeholders involved 
and how it eventually culminated in its inauguration in the 
Central Hall of the Parliament of India on the midnight of 
30th June, 2017 and 1st July, 2017 by the President and 
Prime Minister of India.
This case study accordingly captures the entire journey of 
GST right from its ideation in the Kelkar Task Force Report 
in 2003. 

PM Modi inaugurates ‘missile man’ APJ 
Kalam’s memorial on his 2nd death anniversary, 
27 July 2017

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a memorial 
dedicated to former president APJ Abdul Kalam at 
Peikarumbu near Rameswaram on his second death 

anniversary. He opened the memorial built in the hometown 
of the former president at a location where the mortal 
remains of the “missile man” are buried.
Modi, who also unveiled a statue of Kalam playing a 
‘veena’, a musical instrument, was accompanied by Tamil 
Nadu Governor Ch Vidyasagar Rao, Chief Minister K 
Palaniswami, Union ministers Pon Radhakrishnan and 
NDA’s vice presidential nominee M Venakaiah Naidu.
Resembling the arch of the India Gate, the memorial has 
on display replica of rockets and missiles on which Kalam 
had worked.
While the first phase of the memorial was inaugurated, 
its second phase is scheduled to be completed in another 
18 months. It would then house a library, planetarium and 
auditorium.

India, China home to 39% of young Internet users: UN report
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PM flags off Ayodhya-Rameswaram train,  
27 July 2017

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
flagged off a 

weekly train linking the 
pilgrimage centres of 
Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh 
and Rameswaram, 
saying both are linked to 
Lord Rama.
The Rameswaram-Faizabad-Rameswaram via Ayodhya 
weekly express is equipped with bio-toilets.
The train will be known as the “Shraddha Sethu Express”.

Dr. Harshvardhan launches “Sagar Vani” - An 
Integrated Information Dissemination System,  
28 July 2017

Minister of Science & Technology, Earth Sciences 
and Environment, Forests & Climate Change, 
Dr. Harshvardhan launched an app “Sagar Vani” 

on the occasion of Foundation Day of Ministry of Earth 
Sciences in New Delhi. 
The ‘Sagar Vani’ is a software platform where various 
dissemination modes will be integrated on a single central 
server. The ‘Sagar Vani’ includes Multi Lingual SMS, 
Voice Call / Audio Advisory, Mobile Apps (User / Admin 
modules), Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.), Email, 
GTS, Fax, Digital Display Boards, Radio / Television 
broadcast units, IVRS, Cloud Channels, etc. The system 
also has facility to provide access to various stakeholders 
(NGOs, State Fishery Departments, Disaster Management 
Authorities, etc.) so that they too will be able to further 
disseminate these ocean information and alerts to the user 
community. 
This ‘Sagar Vani’ system compares with the most 
advanced countries’ services in terms of speed of delivery, 
omni channel capabilities and diverseness of services. 
With this system, the services will be disseminated in 
local languages using advanced artificial intelligence 
and machine learning capabilities. For the first time in 
India, we are also using the power of television and cable 
network mediums for topical and alert dissemination 
services. 

The ‘Sagar Vani’ will now serve the coastal community, 
especially the fishermen community with the advisories 
and alerts towards their livelihood as well as their safety 
at Sea.

Lok Sabha takes up IIM Bill, 28 July 2017

The Lok Sabha took up discussion on the Indian 
Institute of Management Bill, 2017 that aims at 
giving the premier institutes more autonomy and 

will enable them to grant degrees.
The IIM Bill declares 20 existing Indian Institutes of 
Management as institutions of national importance and 
confers on them the power to grant degrees. The Board 
of Governors will be the executive body of each IIM, 
comprising upto 19 members. 
It will nominate 17 board members, including eminent 
persons, faculty members and alumni. The remaining 
two members will be nominees from the central and 
state governments, respectively. The Board appoints 
its own Chairperson. The Board of Governors will 
appoint the Director of each IIM. A search committee 
will recommend names for the post of the Director. The 
Director is eligible for variable pay, to be determined by 
the Board.

Muntra, country’s first unmanned tank, rolls 
out from the Chennai lab, 29 July 2017

Defence Research 
and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) 

has developed an unmanned, 
remotely operated tank 
which has three variants - 
surveillance, mine detection 
and reconnaissance in areas 
with nuclear and bio threats. It is called Muntra.
Though developed and tested for the Army by Combat 
Vehicles Research and Development Establishment 
(CVRDE) in Avadi, paramilitary has expressed interest 
to use them at Naxal-hit areas. That will require a few 
modifications. 
The two remotely operated vehicles designed like 
an armoured tank were on display at an exhibition - 
Science for Soldiers - organised by DRDO as a tribute 
to former President APJ Abdul Kalam at CVRDe in 
Avadi. 
Muntra-S is the country’s first tracked unmanned ground 
vehicle developed for unmanned surveillance missions 
while Muntra-M is for detecting mines and Muntra-N is for 
operation in areas where there is a nuclear radiation or bio 
weapon risk.

Parliament passes Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Bill, 2017
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Commodity trade at 4 Indo-Bangla border 
haats allowed, 01 August 2017

The government 
has allowed 
trade of several 

commodities such 
as locally produced 
vegetables and garments 
at four border haats 
between India and 
Bangladesh.
The commodities will be allowed to be traded in the border 
haats at -- Baliamari-Kalaichar, Lauwaghar - Balat, East 
Madugram and Middle Place of Sagaria - Srinagar, and 
Tarapur - Kamalsagar.
The products include fruits, spices, bamboo, bamboo grass, 
items of cottage industries, agricultural equipment, fruit 
juice, toiletries, cosmetics and stationary.

Arvind Panagariya resigns as NITI Aayog 
vice-chairman, 01 August 2017

NITI Aayog Vice-
Chairman Arvind 
Panagariya resigned 

from his post, and will hand 
over charge of his office on 
August 31.
The Indian American 
economist is reportedly 
returning to the United States to resume his academics. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had appointed him as the 
first vice-chairman of NITI Aayog on January 5, 2015.  
Earlier, Panagariya served as a professor of Economics at 
New York`s Columbia University till.
Panagariya has in the past been the Chief Economist of the 
Asian Development Bank and a Professor of Economics and 
Co-director, Center for International Economics, University 
of Maryland at College Park.
He has also worked for the World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund, World Trade Organization, and the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
in various capacities.

Online sale of agri produce made easy as govt 
launches e-RaKAM portal, 02 August 2017

The government launched a portal, e-RaKAM, to 
provide a platform to sell agricultural produce. 
The portal is a joint initiative by state-run-

auctioneer MSTC and Central Warehousing Corporation 
arm CRWC.

Launching the portal with Steel 
Minister Chaudhary Birender 
Singh, Consumer Affairs, Food 
& Public Distribution Minister 
Ram Vilas Paswan said the 
effort should be to auction 20 
lakh tonnes of pulses in the first 
phase through the platform.

Train Crosses Metro’s New ‘Highest Point’ For 
the First Time, 03 August 2017

At a point between 
the upcoming 
Mayapuri and 

South Campus metro 
stations, trains will chug 
along at a height of 23.6 
metres - as high as a 
seven-storey building.
The Delhi Metro took a big step towards achieving that 
feat when a train was taken across the point for the first 
time, as part of its preparations towards commencement of 
trial runs on this section, which is a part of the upcoming 
Pink Line.
The new section crosses over the existing alignment of 
the Airport Express line at Dhaula Kuan, as well as a few 
flyovers.

Govt approves MoU for BRICS agri platform, 
03 August 2017

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs gave ex-
post facto approval for a MoU signed by India and 
other BRICS nations for setting up of an agriculture 

research platform. 
In October last year, a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) for setting up agriculture research platform (ARP) 
was signed by foreign ministers of BRICS countries in the 
8th BRICS Summit held at Goa.
The ex-post facto approval to the same MoU was given 
by the CCEA in a meeting held. The Centre will promote 
sustainable agricultural development and poverty alleviation 
through strategic cooperation in agriculture to provide food 
security in the BRICS member countries.

Army launches app for soldiers, 03 August 2017

The Indian Army has developed a mobile app 
‘Humraaz’ through which serving soldiers can track 
details like postings and promotions. 

Through this app, soldiers can also view their monthly 
salary slips and the Form 16 and also download them. 

Eminent Scientist Pushpa Bhargava passed away
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The mobile app has been 
developed in-house by the 
Army and will be launched 
for prompt communication 
of information to junior 
commissioner officers and 
other personnels. 
For security reasons, the 
installation of the application has been linked to verification 
of Aadhar details. 

India-ASEAN Youth Summit in Bhopal from 
Aug 14-19, 07 August 2017

Over 100 delegates 
from 10 ASEAN 
countries will 

participate in the India-
ASEAN Youth Summit 
was held in Bhopal from 
August 14-19.
10 ASEAN countries are- 
Brunei, Cambodia, Lao 
PDR, Myanmar, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, and 
Vietnam.
A statement from the India Foundation said the think tank 
in collaboration with the ministry of external affairs and the 
ministry of youth affairs and sports organised the first- of-
its-kind event. The exercise marked the 25th anniversary 
of the ASEAN-India dialogue partnership in the ongoing 
year and also the commemorative year’s theme of “Shared 
Values, Common Destiny”.

75th anniversary of Quit India Movement,  
09 August 2017

The 75th anniversary 
of the Quit India 
Movement was 

observed across the 
country. This year’s theme 
was ‘Sankalp se Siddhi- 
the attainment through 
resolve’.
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in his Mann Ki Baat programme had called for 
launching the mega campaign Sankalp Se Siddhi. The 
campaign pledges to build new India by 2022. It calls on 
everyone to pledge together towards Clean India, Poverty–
free India, Corruption-free India, Terrorism-free India, 
Communalism-free India, Casteism-free India.

Prime Minister Modi also had termed the month of August 
as a month of revolution as the non-cooperation movement 
was launched on August 1, 1920, Quit-India movement 
on August 9, 1942 and on August 15, 1947 India became 
independent.
Quit India Movement:
The movement started under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi. Leaders like Jaiprakash Narayan and Lohia had led 
the movement. The day of August 9 was chosen because in 
1925 the Kakori Kand had taken place on this day. At the 
beginning of the movement Mahatma Gandhi was interned 
and Nehru was arrested. 940 people were killed, 1630 
wounded, 18 thousand detained and more than 60 thousand 
people were arrested.

NCERT launches web portal to enable online 
orders for textbooks, 10 August 2017

The National Council of Educational Research and 
Training (NCERT) launched a web portal that will 
enable schools and individuals to place orders for 

their books online. The NCERT’s portal was launched 
by Minister of State for Human Resource Development 
Upendra Kushwaha in New Delhi.
The portal will ensure better distribution of textbooks 
across the country. The Web Portal can be accessed at www.
ncertbooks.ncert.gov.in.
Key facts about the Portal www.ncertbooks.ncert.gov.in

 # It will also address the apprehensions, on the part of 
schools and parents, regarding the unavailability of 
NCERT textbooks.

 # The schools will be able to log on to the portal, by 
entering their respective Boards’ affiliation numbers 
and other details, till 8 September 2017 for placing 
their orders for the session 2018-19.

 # At the time of placing the orders, the schools are not 
required to make the payment; the payment can be 
made just before the supply.

 # The schools will also have the option of directly 
procuring textbooks either from their nearest 
NCERT vendors or from the Regional Production-
cum-Distribution Centres (RPDCs) of the NCERT’s 
located at Ahmedabad, Kolkata, Guwahati, and 
Bengaluru.

Christopher Ray got approval as FBI Director



NEWS BITES NATIONAL

30 OCTOBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Very soon the portal will also be opened to the individual 
buyers.
One can access the digital versions of NCERT’s textbook by 
logging onto ‘epathshala’ or through mobile applications. 
NCERT also gives copyrights to different States/Union 
Territories for printing of its textbooks. Fifteen States and 
UTs have been given copyright for the session 2017-18.
The portal will also enable the buyers to track the status of 
their respective orders placed with NCERT.

Environment Minister launches ‘Gaj Yatra’ to 
mark World Elephant Day 2017,    
12 August 2017

On the occasion of the World Elephant Day, i.e. on 12 
August 2017, the Union Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan has 

launched ‘Gaj Yatra’. 
Gaj Yatra is a nationwide campaign to protect elephants. 
The campaign is planned to cover 12 elephant range 
states. 
World Elephant Day
World Elephant Day is an annual global event celebrated 
across the world on 12 August. The day is dedicated to 
the preservation and protection of elephants. The goal of 
World Elephant Day is to create awareness about the plight 
of elephants and to share knowledge and positive solutions 
for the better care and management of captive and wild 
elephants. African elephants are listed as “vulnerable” 
and Asian elephants as “endangered” on the IUCN Red 
List of threatened species. As per the available population 
estimates, there are about 400,000 African elephants and 
40,000 Asian elephants.
World Elephant Day was conceived in 2011 by Canadian 
filmmakers Patricia Sims and Michael Clark of Canazwest 
Pictures and the Secretary-General of the Elephant 
Reintroduction Foundation of Thailand, Sivaporn 
Dardarananda. It was officially funded, supported and 
launched by Sims and the Elephant Reintroduction 
Foundation on August 12, 2012. Since then, Sims continues 
to lead and direct World Elephant Day, which is now 
supported by over 65 wildlife organisations and many 
individuals in several countries across the globe.

Prabhu launches Bandra-Gorakhpur Antyodaya 
Express, 13 August 2017

Railways Minister 
Suresh Prabhu 
inaugurated An-

tyodaya Express and 
Humsafar Express at 
Bandra Terminus via 
video conferencing.
While Antyodaya Express is a fully unreserved service, 
Humsafar Express is touted as an affordable luxury train by 
the Railways.
These express trains and host of other services for Mumbai 
suburban stations were launched by the Railways Minister 
through video conferencing.
While Antyodaya Express will run between Bandra (T) and 
Gorakhpur stations, Humsafar Express between Bandra (T) 
and Patna.

Indian Coast Guard ship ‘Shaurya’ commissioned 
in Goa, 14 August 2017

Indian Coast Guard 
ship “Shaurya”, the 
fifth in the series of 

six 105-metre offshore 
patrol vessels (OPVs), 
was commissioned 
in Goa by Union 
Minister for Petroleum 
and Natural Gas 
Dharmendra Pradhan.

The OPV, which draws 2,350 tonne and is propelled by 
9100 kilowatt diesel engine, has been designed and built 
indigenously by Goa Shipyard Ltd and is fitted with state-
of-the-art navigation and communication equipment, 
sensors and machineries.

The features include 30mm CRN 91 Naval Gun, integrated 
bridge system, integrated machinery control system, power 
management system and high-power external firefighting 
system.

The ship is designed to carry one twin engine light helicopter 
and five high-speed boats, including two quick reaction 
inflatable boats for swift boarding operations, search and 
rescue, law enforcement and maritime patrol. The ship is 
also capable of carrying pollution response equipment to 
contain oil spill at sea.

Presently, the Indian Coast Guard has a fleet of 129 ships 
and boats, and 72 ships and boats are at various stages of 
construction at different shipyards in India.

China has formally launched its first overseas naval facility in Djibouti, an East African nation
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Narendra Modi launches website to honour 
gallantry award winners, 15 August 2017

The Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi 
has launched 

a new website to 
honour all the gallantry 
award winners since 
Independence.
Announcing the launch 
of the website http://gallantryawards.gov.in/ in a series of 
tweets, the Prime Minister said the portal will preserve and 
tell the stories of our bravest men and women, civilians as 
well as armed forces personnel.
If you have any information/photo that is missing and can 
be added to the portal, please share it through the feedback 
link on the site” the Prime Minister said.

Cabinet approves MoU between India, Sweden 
on IPR, 17 August 2017

The Union Cabinet 
cleared MoU signed 
between India and 

Sweden on intellectual 
property right (IPR) 
cooperation, aimed at 
benefiting entrepreneurs, 
investors and businesses. 
This will enable India to 
exchange experiences in innovation and IP ecosystems.
The MoU establishes a wide-ranging and flexible mechanism 
through which both countries can exchange best practices 
and work together on training programmes and technical 
exchanges to raise awareness on IPRs and better protect 
intellectual property rights.
Exchange of best practices between the two nations will 
improve protection and awareness about India’s various 
intellectual creations which are as diverse as its people  the 
statement added. As part of the MoU, a joint coordination 
committee with members from both sides will be established 
to exchange best practices, experiences and knowledge on 
IP awareness among the public, businesses and educational 
institutions of India and Sweden.

NHAI launches mobile App MyFASTag and 
FASTag Partner, 17 August 2017

National Highways Authority of India launched two 
mobile Apps – MyFASTag and FASTag Partner in 
New Delhi, to facilitate the availability of FASTags 

for Electronic Toll Collection.  Speaking on the occasion 
the NHAI Chairman Deepak Kumar said the cumbersome 

method of purchase 
and recharge of 
FASTags has been 
one of the major 
challenges with 
the ETC project. 
The mobile Apps 
launched will ease the process, making it possible to buy or 
recharge FASTags at the click of a mobile button.
MyFASTag is a consumer App that can be downloaded 
from the App Store for both Android and iOS systems. 
A consumer can purchase or recharge FASTags on this 
App. The App also helps to keep track of transactions and 
provides for online grievance redressal. 
FASTag Partner is a merchant App. Agencies like Common 
Services Centre, banking partners and vehicle dealers can 
sell and enroll FASTag through this App. In addition to this, 
the App can also be used to activate the RFID tags that came 
built in with around 74 lakh cars in the country following 
the 2013 Gazette Notification in this regard. These RFID 
tags are already fixed on the cars but are dormant. This App 
will convert these RFID tags into ETC Tag (FASTag).
Deepak Kumar also informed that from 1st October 2017, 
all lanes of all 371 NHAI toll plazas in the country will 
become FASTag enabled.  One lane in every toll plaza will 
be a dedicated FASTag lane where no other form of payment 
will be accepted.  The other lanes, though FASTag enabled, 
can accept other forms of payment too. The dedicated 
FASTag lanes will become operational on all 371 NHAI toll 
plazas from 1st September 2017, he said.

Retired IAS officer P V R K Prasad, media 
advisor to former Prime Minister P V 
Narasimha Rao, passed away, 20 August 2017

Retired IAS officer 
P V R K Prasad, 
who was Additional 

Secretary and Media Advisor 
to former Prime Minister P 
V Narasimha Rao, passed 
away. He was 77. Prasad, an 
IAS officer of Andhra Pradesh cadre, held several important 
responsibilities, including Executive Officer of Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) and Chairman of Vizag Port 
Trust, during his illustrious career.
Under his leadership as Executive Officer during 1978-82 
and later as an Advisor post-retirement, the TTD, the body 
that administers the Lord Venkateswara temple at Tirupati, 
took up several reforms and important projects. Prasad 
authored several popular books in Telugu, including Naham 
Kartha, Asalem Jarigindante (Wheels behind the veil), 
Tirumala Leelamrutham and Tirumala Charitamrutam.

The new bilateral Agreement on Trade Commerce and Transit between India and Bhutan came into force
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Centre launches scheme to provide legal aid 
easily in Bihar, 06 August 2017

The Centre in association with the National Legal 
Service Authority (NALSA) launched Tele-
Law scheme in Bihar with an aim to provide an 

opportunity to the common man to access legal aid easily.
Under the scheme, villagers can have access to legal 
consultation with the help of para legal volunteers at 
Common Service Centre (CSC) which will be equipped 
with computers and Internet facility.
A person in need of legal aid can get consultation through 
video-conferencing at a CSC from empanelled lawyers of 
district and state legal service authority.
Rs 30 will be charged for the legal consultation, but in 
case of BPL people, this amount would be returned to 
their account. The Tele-Law scheme was launched in the 
presence of Supreme Court Justice Dipak Misra, who is also 
executive chairman of NALSA, Union Law and Justice and 
IT minister Ravi Shankar Prasad and Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar.

India’s first micro forest being built in 
Chhattisgarh, 09 August 2017

The land of 19 acres 
of land which 
housed around 70 

government office buildings 
in Chattisgarh’s Raipur is 
being converted into India’s 
first micro forest to create an 
oxy-zone.
This move is mainly to create an oxy-zone in the midst of 
packed houses in the heart of the city. Under this, they will 
plant trees and also creating their own microcosmic forest.
The micro forest will provide fresh air to Raipur which is 
the 7th most polluted city in the world. It will be open to the 
public in the next 8 months.

Nitish launches mobile therapy van for elderly 
people, 11 August 2017

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar flagged off 
mobile therapy vans which would provide basic 
medical assistance to elderly people, widows and 

other section who requires social security.
The CM flagged off mobile therapy vans to launch 
“Buniyadi Sanjivani Sewa” at a function in presence of 
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Kumar Modi and minister for 
Social Welfare department Manju Varma.
A total of 11 vans were send on the occasion to as many 
districts including Nalanda, Patna, Bhagalpur, Begusarai, 

Burning Topics of the MonthSTATE

ICC Test Rankings: Ravindra Jadeja maintains Top Position, Virat stays 5th

1. India’s first micro forest being built in 
Chhattisgarh.

2. To enhance skills of students, Haryana 
launches Quiz Bank for schools.

3. Rahul Gandhi launches Indira Canteen in 
Bengaluru.

Kiren Rijiju inaugurated RIWATCH Museum 
in Arunachal Pradesh, 24 July 2017

Union Minister 
of State for 
Home Kiren 

Rijiju has inaugurated 
the Research Institution 
of World Ancient, 
Traditional, Culture & 
Heritage (RIWATCH) 
Museum at Roing in 
Arunachal Pradesh. 
Later, on the sideline of 
his visit to Roing, Rijiju 
also inaugurated the 235-meter long Chimari Bridge, which 
would serve as a life line between the National Highway 52 
of Roing-Tezu.

Motorbike ambulance service launched in 
Mumbai, 04 August 2017

The Maharashtra 
govt. launched 
a motorbike 

ambulance service to 
provide swift medical 
assistance to patients.
Designed as an 
emergency first 
responder medical 
service, the ambulances, 
available through `108 free helpline, have teams of 
paramedics providing treatment, especially in places 
inaccessible to larger ambulances, to patients during the 
golden hour.

As part of a pilot project, 10 motorbike ambulances were 
launched at Marine Drive in south Mumbai by Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis and Shiv Sena president 
Uddhav Thackeray.
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Buxar, Muzaffarpur, Nawada, Purnea, Rohtas, Darbhanga 
and Samastipur. The vans equipped with basic medical 
apparatus and accompanied by technical team would 
provide basic medical care to elderly people, widows and 
disabled in the districts.
The van is an outcome of a joint project of the World Bank 
and the Bihar government which is run by Social Welfare 
department. In time to come a total of 101 “Buniyadi Sewa 
Kendra” (basic service centres) would be opened in all sub-
divisions for the purpose.

Haryana CM launches, lays foundation stone 
of projects worth Rs 98 Crore, 12 August 2017

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar 
inaugurated and laid 

the foundation stones of projects 
worth Rs 98 crore in Palwal 
district. The chief minister 
inaugurated four projects to the 
tune of Rs 40.76 crore.
These include a GNM Training 
School and a Nurses Hostel at the Palwal Civil Hospital, 
the SC-ST wing at a state-run Industrial Training Institute, 
Government College for Women at Hathin and Government 
Polytechnic at Mandkola.
Khattar laid the foundation stones of 10 projects to be 
completed at a cost of about Rs 57.32 crore. These include 
augmentation of water supply schemes in Hathin and 
Paingaltu, construction of an intermediate boosting station 
at Khilluka for improvement of water supply to 12 villages, 
among other projects.

Maharashtra CM Fadnavis lays foundation 
stone of IUIH Medicity, 14 August 2017

Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis laid the 

foundation stone of the first 
‘Indo UK Institute of Health 
Medicity’ (IUIH) in Nagpur. 

The IUIH programme was included as a commercial 
announcement in the joint statement during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the UK in November 
2015. 

It included proposal to set up 11 new Indo UK Institutes 
for Health in India accompanied by strategic clinical and 
training partnerships with UK’s National Health Service 
(NHS) organisations, universities and private sector 
companies. 

Kerala govt released ‘Hamari Malayalam’ 
textbook for migrants, 14 August 2017

The Kerala State Literacy Mission Authority released 
a textbook to teach migrant labourers Malayalam, 
the mother tongue of the people of the state.

The state government initiative is expected to be a boon for 
around 25 lakh workers, who migrated to Kerala from other 
states, including West Bengal, Bihar, Assam, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Odisha, Tamil Nadu.
Titled ‘Hamari Malayalam’ (Our Malayalam), the 
textbook will be launched by state Education Minister 
C Raveendranath at Perumbavoor in Ernakulam 
district, a town with largest migrant labour population 
in the state.
The textbook would be used under ‘Changathi’, the 
Mission’s exclusive programme for migrant workers.
“Our core objective is to make migrant labourers competent 
in reading and writing Malayalam. Many of them can 
already speak broken Malayalam.

Rahul Gandhi launches Indira Canteen in 
Bengaluru, 17 August 2017

Congress Vice 
President Rahul 
Gandhi launched 

the Karnataka governments 
subsidised food canteens 
Indira Canteen that would 
provide breakfast at Rs 
five and lunch and dinner 
at a cost of Rs 10.
Apparently taking the cue from the popular Amma canteens 
in Tamil Nadu, introduced by former Chief Minister 
Jayalalithaa, the Siddaramaiah government had announced 
setting up of the canteens in the state budget for 2017-2018.
Initially referred to as Namma Canteen, the name was later 
changed to Indira Canteen as Congress legislators sought to 
give a political touch to the populist announcement ahead of 
the Assembly polls early next year by naming it after former 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. An amount of Rs 100 crore 
was provided in the budget to set up the canteens in 198 
wards of Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP).

Maharashtra’s women commission to ink pact with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
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In the first phase, 101 canteens were launched and the 
remaining 97 will start functioning from October 2, Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike officials said.
Though it was initially proposed to have 198 canteens 
launched by the Independence Day, the number was later 
brought down to 125 owing to constrains related in getting 
land for construction of canteens in all the wards.

To enhance skills of students, Haryana launches 
Quiz Bank for schools, 18 August 2017

With an aim to increase the logical reasoning of the 
students of Class III to X, Haryana government 
launched Quiz Bank of over 10,000 questions 

based on general awareness, history and culture.
Haryana has become the first state in the country to take this 
initiative towards improving the skills of students.
This Question Bank is based on the syllabus of different 
classes. Apart from making available the Quiz Bank in the 
schools through the DVD, it would also be available on the 
department website.

Partition museum inaugurated in Amritsar,  
18 August 2017

A first-of-its-kind Partition 
Museum bringing 
alive memories of the 

Independence era in the form of 
photos, artefacts and documents 
was inaugurated in this historic 
city - the transit point of the 
massive migration on both sides 
of the border in 1947.
Chief Minister Amarinder Singh inaugurated the museum, a 
tribute to the sacrifices of thousands of people who lost their 
lives and homes in the partition, with a call for learning 
lessons from history to ensure that such an event is never 
repeated in any part of the world.
Amarinder unveiled the plaque of the museum at a special 
commemoration ceremony which scripted the observation 
of August 17 as the Partition Remembrance Day.

The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust (TAACHT), a NGO, 
whose chairperson is author, columnist Kishwar Desai, is 
behind setting up of the museum.

Rajasthan, HPCL sign joint venture for 
Barmer oil refinery complex, 18 August 2017

Rajasthan government signed an agreement with 
the Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited 
(HPCL) to set up a joint venture company for 

setting up the Petroleum Refinery-cum-Petrochemical 
Complex at Barmer. The total cost of this project is Rs 
43,129 crore.

As per the agreement, HPCL will have a 74 per cent stake 
while the state government will hold a 26 per cent stake in 
the new firm that will be called HPCL Rajasthan Refinery 
Limited (HRRL). 

Fresh negotiations between the officials of the state 
government and the HPCL led to significant savings of 
Rs 40,000 crore. Also, the state would receive 12 per cent 
Return on Investment instead of earlier 2 per cent.

As per the proposed plan, the refinery project would be 
established in a 4,813 acres of land area. Tender process 
for the boundary wall for this has been initiated. The entire 
construction work of this project would be finished in record 
time of four years.

Interestingly, 270 MW power would be generated from the 
waste petcoke generated from the refinery. A green zone 
would be established in the refinery campus and a new 
industrial area would also be developed.  

The CM said that this would be the first petro refinery 
in the country to produce BS-VI emission standards. 
This would be a major step towards controlling 
carbon emissions and have substantial impact on 
environment.

2017 BRICS National Security Advisors (NSAs) meeting held in China
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Burning Topics of the MonthINTERNATONAL Japan is a major player in the nuclear energy market and an 
atomic deal with it will make it easier for US-based nuclear 
plant makers Westinghouse Electric Corporation and GE 
Energy Inc to set up atomic plants in India as both these 
conglomerates have Japanese investments.
Other nations who have signed civil nuclear deal with 
India include the US, Russia, South Korea, Mangolia, 
France, Namibia, Argentina, Canada, Kazakhstan and 
Australia.

World’s first wind farm being built off Scotland 
coast, 25 July 2017

The world’s 
first full-
scale floating 

wind farm - with 
turbines taller than 
the Britain’s Big 
Ben - is being built 
off the coast of 
Scotland.
The technology will allow wind power to be harvested in 
waters that are too deep for the existing bottom-standing 
turbines. The wind farm, known as Hywind, is a trial project 
which will bring power to 20,000 homes.
The output from the turbines is expected to surpass 
generation from current ones, according to the Norway-
based manufacturer Statoil.
“This is a tech development project to ensure its working in 
open sea conditions. It’s a game-changer for floating wind 
power and we are sure it will help bring costs down,” said 
Leif Delp, project director for Hywind.
The huge turbines are currently being moved into place. 
One giant turbine has already placed, while four more wait 
in Norway. By the end of the month all the turbines will be 
towed to 25 kilometres off the shore.
The turbines can operate in water up to a kilometre deep. The 
tower, including the blades, measure 175 metres in height, 
dwarfing Big Ben. Each tower weighs 11,500 tonnes.

BRICS tax authorities ink key pact to enhance 
cooperation, 28 July 2017

Tax authorities of 
the five BRICS 
countries (Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and 
South Africa) signed 
a landmark document 
(BRICS Taxation 
Cooperation Memorandum) to establish a mechanism for 
taxation cooperation.

Indian Overseas Bank goes live with Bharat Bill Payment system

1. World’s first wind farm being built off 
Scotland coast.

2. India, Japan civil nuclear Co-op deal 
comes into force.

3. India ratifies 2nd commitment period of 
Kyoto Protocol.

Trump nominates Turkey envoy Bass to be 
envoy to Afghanistan, 21 July 2017

American President 
Donald Trump has 
nominated John 

R Bass, currently serving 
as the US ambassador to 
Turkey, to be his envoy to 
Afghanistan.
Bass, a career foreign service official since 1988, needs to 
be confirmed by the United States Senate before he can 
take up the new assignment.
Born and raised in upstate New York, Bass previously 
served as the US envoy to Georgia.
This is Trump’s first nomination for a South Asian country. 
He has yet to nominate his envoys for India and Pakistan, 
the two crucial South Asian countries.

India, Japan civil nuclear Co-op deal comes 
into force, 21 July 2017

A landmark civil 
nuclear cooperation 
deal between India 

and Japan that provides for 
collaboration between their 
industries in the field came 
into force, eight months after 
it was sealed.
Foreign Secretary S Jaishankar and Japanese Ambassador 
Kenji Hiramatsu exchanged diplomatic notes, marking 
operationalisation of the pact. The civil nuclear cooperation 
agreement was signed last November during Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit to Tokyo after years of negotiations.
“This agreement is a reflection of the strategic partnership 
between India and Japan and will pave the way for 
enhanced cooperation in energy security and clean energy.
The deal allows Japan to export nuclear technology to 
India, making it the first non-NPT signatory to have such a 
deal with Tokyo.
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The BRICS Taxation Cooperation Memorandum, signed at 
the fifth meeting of BRICS Heads of Tax Authorities, is the 
bloc’s first document that elevates taxation cooperation to 
the institutional level.
The authorities also agreed to cooperate on taxation 
information exchange, improve consultation procedures 
efficiency, boost taxation capacities and plan paths for 
coordination of taxation policies and tax collection.
The meeting comes ahead of the 2017 BRICS Summit to 
be held in Fujian provinces Xiamen city from September 
3 to 5. The BRICS countries - Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa - are home to 42 per cent of the world’s 
population. Their total share in the global economy has 
risen from 12 per cent to 23 per cent in the past decade, 
while contributing more than half of global growth.

Lanka, China sign USD 1.1 bn Hambantota 
port deal, 29 July 2017

Sri Lanka signed a USD 1.1 billion deal to sell a 
70-per cent stake of the strategic Hambantota port 
to China, amid concerns over the massive debt the 

island nation incurred in building the port.
The deal had been delayed by several months over concerns 
that the deep-sea port could be used by the Chinese navy.
Cash-rich China has invested millions of dollars in Sri 
Lanka’s infrastructure since the end of a brutal civil war 
in 2009. As part of the deal, the stake in the loss-making 
port has been sold to China’s state-run conglomerate China 
Merchant Port Holdings (CMPort). Under the 99-year lease 
agreement, CMPort is to invest up to USD 1.1 billion in the 
port and marine-related activities.

UN, Home Ministry join hands to combat 
human trafficking, 01 August 2017

The UN Office of Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) and 
the Home Ministry have 

joined hands to combat human 
trafficking originating from the 
neighbouring countries.
UN Women and the UNODC 
also decided to collaborate to 
fight off the menace, while 
observing the World Day against Trafficking in Persons. 
World Day against Trafficking in Persons was on July 30.

India, Russia sign 3 contracts on Kudankulam, 
02 August 2017

India and Russia have signed contracts for priority 
design works and supply of main equipment for units 5 
and 6 of the Kudankulam nuclear power plant in Tamil 

Nadu, two months after 
the main framework 
agreement for these 
units were signed during 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visit to Russia.
Three main contracts 
were signed between 
state- owned Nuclear Power Corporation of India (NPCIL) 
and Russia’s JSC Atomstroyexport for priority design 
works, working design and supply of the main equipment 
for stage III of Kudankulam NPP.
JSC Atomstroyexport is a key foreign trade engineering 
company of State Corporation “Rosatom” for construction 
of nuclear power facilities abroad.
“The project for construction of Units 5 and 6 of Kudankulam 
NPP is passing to the practical implementation phase. 

Senate confirms 3 Indian-Americans to key US 
gov’t positions, 04 August 2017

The Senate has unanimously confirmed three 
Indian-Americans to key government positions, 
including one as the Trump administration’s czar on 

intellectual property - an area of sharp differences between 
the US and India. The Senate confirmed Neil Chaterjee as 
a member of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
and Vishal Amin as Intellectual Property (IP) Enforcement 
Coordinator in the Trump administration. 
Krishna Urs was confirmed as the US ambassador to Peru. 
A career foreign service officer since 1986, Urs - after Nikki 
Haley - is the second Indian-American to have been selected 
for an ambassadorial position by the administration. 
As the new IP Czar, Amin would be responsible for 
enforcement of intellectual property, an area of sharp 
differences between India and the United States. The US 
retained India on its priority watch list this year for “lack of 
improvement” in the intellectual property (IP) framework. 

Citizens of 80 countries including India can 
now enter Qatar without visa, 10 August 2017

The Qatar government 
announced that 
citizens belonging 

to 80 countries including 
India, Canada, US and UK 
can now enter Qatar without 
the need of applying for 
a visa. Citizens of 80 countries including India, UK, US, 
Canada, South Africa, Seychelles, Australia and New 
Zealand wishing to visit Qatar will no longer need to apply 
or pay for a visa.

Former footballer Subrata Bhattacharya got Mohan Bagan Ratna
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The visitors from the select countries would be issued a 
multi-entry waiver, completely free-of-charge, at the point 
of entry upon presentation of a valid passport having a 
minimum validity of six months and a confirmed onward 
or return ticket.
Key Highlights

 # The waiver will either be valid for 180 days or for 30 
days, depending upon the nationality of the visitor, 
entitling the person to spend only those many days in 
the country.

 # The visitor would however, be given a window for 
applying for an extension of the waiver for an additional 
30 days.

 # By making nationals of 80 countries eligible for a free 
visa waiver upon arrival, Qatar has now become the 
most open country in the region.

 # The move aims to encourage more people to travel 
to the nation and discover its renowned hospitality, 
cultural heritage and natural treasures.

India ratifies 2nd commitment period of Kyoto 
Protocol, 10 August 2017

India has ratified the 
second commitment 
period of the Kyoto 

Protocol that commits 
countries to contain the 
emission of greenhouse 
gases, reaffirming its 
stand on climate action.
In a brief statement, 
India’s Permanent Mission to the UN said that India deposited 
its Instrument of Acceptance of the Doha Amendment to 
the Kyoto Protocol under the UN Convention on Climate 
Change.
With this, India became the 80th country to accept the 
amendment relating to the second commitment period of 
the Kyoto Protocol, the international emissions reduction 
treaty.
India’s Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador 
Syed Akbaruddin, who handed over India’s Instrument, 
tweeted “maintaining momentum on Climate Change. India 
submits instrument of acceptance of Doha Amendment to 
Kyoto Protocol”.
The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement linked 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), which commits its Parties by setting 
internationally binding emission reduction targets.
The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, in 
December 1997 and entered into force in February 2005.

Milkha Singh appointed WHO’s ambassador 
for physical activity, 11 August 2017

Sprint legend 
Milkha Singh has 
been appointed 

as the World Health 
Organisations goodwill 
ambassador for physical 
activity in South-East 
Asia Region (SEAR), the 
global health body.
As WHO goodwill ambassador, Singh, also known as the 
Flying Sikh, will promote WHO SEAR’s non-communicable 
diseases (NCDs) prevention and control action plan which 
seeks to reduce the level of insufficient physical activity by 
10 per cent and NCDs by 25 per cent by 2025.
An estimated 8.5 million people die due to non-
communicable diseases every year in WHO South-East 
Asia Region and many of these deaths are premature and 
nearly all are lifestyle related.

Kenyan president wins second term,   
12 August 2017

Uhuru Kenyatta 
won a second 
term as 

president of Kenya, the 
electoral commission 
said amid opposition 
claims of fraud.
With 54.27 per cent 
of the vote, Kenyatta 
prevailed over 
perennial opposition standard-bearer Raila Odinga, who 
garnered 44.74 of the ballots cast.

Nepal, China sign 3 pacts to boost energy, 
economic ties, 16 August 2017

Nepal and China 
signed three 
pacts to further 

boost their ties in power 
and energy sectors and 
undertake a feasibility 
study to excavate natural 
gas and petroleum in the 
Himalayan country, including in the southern Terai plains.
The pacts were signed after visiting Chinese vice premier 
Wang Yang held discussions with Nepal’s deputy prime 
ministers Bijaya Kumar Gachhadar and Krishna Bahadur 
Mahara.

Cabinet approves revision of guidelines of Sovereign Gold Bonds Scheme
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Gachhadar reiterated Nepal’s commitment to the ‘One 
China’ policy, “including the principled position of not 
allowing its territory to be used against neighbours.” 
Both sides held discussions on enhancing cooperation in 
tourism, infrastructure development, energy, cross-border 
connectivity and people-to-people relations, he said.
The agreements signed cover economic and technological 
cooperation, oil and gas resources exploration, and 
promotion of investment, according to Nepal’s foreign 
ministry.

Italy to host G-7 Interior Ministers’ summit on 
security, 17 August 2017

Italy would be 
hosting the 
summit of the 

Group of Seven 
Interior Ministers 
on security issues 
in October 2017.
According to Italy’s 
Interior Minister, Marco Minniti, the meeting is being 
organised at the request of Italy’s G-7 partners- Canada, 
France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Japan and the 
United States.
Italy currently holds the rotating helm of the G-7 
industrialised nations.
G-7 History
• Originally the group comprised six members- France, 

Italy, West Germany, Japan, United Kingdom and the 
United States.

• It was founded in 1975 when the then President of 
France, Giscard d’Estaing invited finance ministers 
and central bank governors from the all six nations 
for an informal gathering to discuss current world 
issues.

• Canada became the seventh member to begin attending 
the summits in 1976, after which the name ‘Group 7’ or 
G7 Summit was used.

• In 1997, Russian President Boris Yeltsin was invited 
by Tony Blair, British Prime Minister and Bill Clinton, 
President of United States first as a guest observer and 
later as a full participant.

• Russia formally joined the group in 1998, resulting in 
the creation of a new governmental political forum, the 
Group of Eight or G8.

• However, Russia was eliminated from the group 
in 2014 after it annexed the Ukrainian territory of 
Crimea.

BRICS think tanks agree to enhance exchanges, 
19 August 2017

Five think tanks from the BRICS countries, including 
one from India, signed a memorandum to begin 
exchanges and conduct joint research. 

The memorandum was signed on the sidelines of the seminar 
on BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) 
governance in Fujian province prior to the ninth BRICS 
Summit to be held in Xiamen, China from September 3 to 5. 
The five think tanks are China International Publishing 
Group, The Thinker Magazine of South Africa, Institute of 
Europe of the Russian Academy of Sciences, University of 
Delhi’s Department of East Asian Studies and China-Brazil 
Center for Research and Business, state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported.

US-South Korea started joint drills,   
20 August 2017

South Korea 
and the United 
States began 

their annual military 
exercise “Ulchi-
Freedom Guardian”.
Every year in August, 
the South Korean and US forces jointly hold military 
exercises which include the world’s largest computer-
simulated war games and involve several thousand troops 
from both countries.
The exercises, which last 12 days, seek to coordinate a 
response to a possible invasion by North Korea.

China issues special postal stamp for 9th 
BRICS summit, 20 August 2017

China issued a special postal stamp to commemorate 
the ninth annual BRICS summit scheduled to be 
held early next month in the coastal city of Xiamen 

in the countrys southeastern Fujian province. The stamp 
issued by the state-owned China Post bears a logo of the 
summit as well as the letters “BRICS” and “2017 China”.
It also shows the scenic Gulangyu island, which was 
included into the UNESCO list last month, as well as the 
other iconic sites of Xiamen like Xiamen University.
The summit will be held from September 3 to 5. It is the 
second BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa) summit to be held in China. The previous one 
was held in Sanya, Hainan province, in 2011. The summit 
is being held in the backdrop of border tensions between 
India and China over the standoff at the Doklam area in the 
Sikkim section which has now entered the third month.

Punjab Government launched flagship ‘care companion programme’ scheme
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supplement of Asian Development Bank (ADB) Outlook 
2017 said. According to the report, South Asia will be the 
fastest growing of all sub-regions in Asia and the Pacific, 
with growth on track to meet original projections of 7 
percent in 2017 and 7.2 percent in 2018.
The growth prospects in developing Asia for 2017 have 
improved on the back of stronger than expected export 
demand in the first quarter of this year.
In the supplement, ADB has upgraded its growth outlook 
in the Asian region to 5.9 percent in 2017 from 5.7 percent 
and to 5.8 percent for 2018 from 5.7 percent.

IFFCO, Sikkim govt to form organic food JV, 
to invest Rs200 cr, 24 July 2017

Fertiliser major 
IFFCO has signed 
an agreement 

with Sikkim government 
to explore business 
opportunities in organic 
food market with an 
initial investment of Rs 
200 crore. 
Apart from fertiliser, IFFCO is into general insurance, agro-
chemicals, rural telecom, rural retail and farm forestry. 
Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative (IFFCO) announced 
signing of memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 
the Sikkim government. Basis the MoU, a joint venture 
- ‘Sikkim IFFCO Organics Ltd’ (Sikkim-IFFCO) will be 
established to explore business opportunities in organic 
value chain.
IFFCO will hold majority stake of 51 per cent equity in 
the JV while the Sikkim government will hold 49 per 
cent.  The initial investment for the project will be around 
Rs 200 crore, which will be increased to Rs 500 crore in 
phases.

Standard Chartered Bank launches 
Multicurrency Forex Card, 25 July 2017

Standard Chartered 
Bank has launched 
a ‘Multicurrency 

Forex Card’ that offers 
customers the convenience 
of loading up to 20 widely 
used currencies on one card.
The card comes with an online reload facility during 
overseas travel and is designed to offer travellers a secure 
way to carry money when travelling abroad, Standard 
Chartered Bank said in a statement.

Burning Topics of the MonthECONOMY

Nifty creates history, breaches 10,000 mark

1. IMF keeps India’s growth forecast at 7.2% 
for 2017-18.

2. Reliance Defence launches first two naval 
patrol vessels.

3. Axis Bank to acquire payments wallet 
Freecharge for Rs 385 cr.

Exim Bank extends USD 17.5 mn LoC to 
Guyana, 21 July 2017

Export-Import Bank 
of India has extended 
USD 17.5 million 

of line of credit (LoC) to 
Guyana for up-gradation of 
three hospitals in the country.
The LoC was was signed between Guyanas finance minister 
and Exim Banks resident representative (Washington DC 
office), Sailesh Prasad, on July 19.
With this LOC agreement, Exim Bank so far has extended 
eight LoCs to Guyana, taking the total value of LOCs 
extended to USD 109.88 million.

Fincare SFB commences small finance bank 
operations, 22 July 2017

Ahmedabad-based Fincare 
Small Finance Bank has 
commenced operations as 

a Small Finance Bank.
Disha Microfin, small finance 
bank licence recipient by RBI in 
2015, is part of the Fincare Group 
which comprises of two NBFCs 
Disha Microfin and Future 
Financial.
It also has one Business Correspondent entity viz Lok 
Management Services and one Management Services Co 
viz India Finserve Advisors.

Indian economy to grow at 7.4% in 2017, 7.6% 
in next year, says ADB report, 22 July 2017

India, the sub-region’s 
largest economy, is 
expected to achieve 

previous growth projections 
of 7.4 percent in 2017 and 7.6 
percent in 2018, primarily 
from strong consumption, the 
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Some of the currencies that can be loaded are the US dollar, 
Euro, British Pound, Singapore dollar, Swiss franc, Thai 
baht, Japanese Yen and South African rand, it said.
Additionally, it will provide travellers insurance covers 
against misuse of lost card, personal accident insurance and 
loss of baggage or personal documents.

Yatra acquires Air Travel Bureau to boost 
corporate business, 25 July 2017

Yatra Online Inc, 
India’s second-
largest online 

travel operator, has 
acquired corporate travel 
services provider Air Travel Bureau (ATB).
While the financial details of the deal were not disclosed, 
the ATB is claimed to be India’s largest independent 
corporate travel services provider with gross bookings of 
Rs 15 billion through a client base of 400 large and medium 
sized businesses across India.
Under the terms of the deal, Yatra has agreed to acquire all 
of the outstanding shares of ATB and assume its debt. 

IMF keeps India’s growth forecast at 7.2% for 
2017-18, 25 July 2017

According to IMF’s 
World Economic 
Outlook Update, 

India’s growth is projected 
to accelerate to 7.7 per cent 
in 2018-19, from 7.2 per cent 
forecast for 2017-18.
While the IMF has retained 
India’s growth estimate as provided in the World Economic 
Outlook (WEO) in April, in the case of China, the forecast 
has been marginally raised to 6.7 per cent in 2017 and 6.4 
per cent in 2018 from earlier projections.
India, however will continue to grow faster than China in 
2017 as well as 2018.
According to the WEO update, inflation in advanced 
economies remains subdued and generally below target and 
has been declining in several emerging economies such as 
Brazil, India and Russia too.

Wipro and Hewlett Packard Enterprise announce 
partnership, 26 July 2017

Wipro Limited partnered with Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise (HPE) to offer IT infrastructure 
solutions in a consumption-based or pay-per-use 

business model for enterprises. 

This model for 
IT Infrastructure 
procurement and 
provisioning will 
be offered to both 
Wipro and HPE’s 
customers, globally. 
As part of the 
alliance, Wipro will leverage HPE Flexible Capacity to 
offer flexible and scalable IT infrastructure services in a 
consumption-based IT model, accelerate growth and enable 
digital transformation for its customers, Wipro said in a 
statement. 

Facebook Acquires Source3 in Bid to Prevent 
Video, Other Piracy, 26 July 2017

In its battle against 
pirated content, 
Facebook has 

acquired a US-based 
startup Source3 to help 
it weed out pirated 
videos and other 
content that users share 
without permission.
The startup builds technology to detect intellectual 
property that has been shared by Internet users without 
permission.
Facebook was acquiring both the technology and some of 
the core team members of Source3.
The acquisition makes Source3 fully integrated with 
Facebook and does not make it a standalone startup. 
It has already taken down its website and Twitter 
account.

BSE inks cooperation pact with Egyptian 
Exchange, 26 July 2017

Leading bourse 
BSE joined hands 
with Egyptian 

Exchange (EGX) for 
cooperation in exchange 
of information across 
business areas.
The exchanges signed 
a memorandum of understanding (MoU), through which 
they have created possibilities for a range of opportunities 
to be studied and explored for the development of their 
businesses, products and markets and to share knowledge 
and build on both bourses strategies to strengthen 
international connectivity.

Harmanpreet Kaur breaks into top 10 of ICC Women’s ODI Player Rankings



NEWS BITES ECONOMY

41 OCTOBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Reliance Defence launches first two naval 
patrol vessels, 26 July 2017

Reliance Infrastructure subsidiary Reliance Defence 
and Engineering Limited (RDEL) announced the 
launch of its first two Naval Offshore Patrol Vessels 

(NOPVs) at their shipyard in Pipavav, Gujarat. 
The two NOPVs ‘Shachi’ and ‘Shruti’ are among five ships 
being constructed by RDEL under the P-21 project of the 
Indian Navy.
The five NOPVs are patrol ships armed with a 76 mm Super 
Rapid Gun Mount (SRGM) system along with two 30 mm 
AK-630M guns, which provide medium range and short 
range offensive and defensive capabilities. 

PNB ties up with Bajaj Allianz General for 
distribution, 27 July 2017

State-owned Punjab 
National Bank 
(PNB) and Bajaj 

Allianz General Insurance 
have signed an agreement 
for the distribution of 
insurance products 
through the branches. Under this agreement, Bajaj Allianz 
General Insurance will offer personal lines of insurance 
products such as health, personal accident, home, motor 
and travel along with commercial line of insurance products 
such as property, marine and engineering insurance, etc to 
the banks customers. The bank has widespread network of 
around 7,000 branches.

Microsoft launches Made for India Kaizala 
app, 27 July 2017

Tech giant Microsoft 
has officially 
launched ‘Kaizala’, 

a productivity app that has 
been designed to enhance 
the collaboration and 
communication experience 
for Indian enterprises.

The Made for India app is designed for large group 
communications and work management, and works even 
on 2G networks. The product will make it possible for 
organisations to interact with people within the organisation as 
well as outside like partners and vendors in a seamless manner.
Microsoft Kaizala has been optimised to work on 2G 
networks to enable connectivity in remote locations and 
offers features with offline support. While the basic version 
will be free for Android and iOS users, Microsoft will also 
make available a Pro version for Rs 130 per user per month.
The Pro version has additional features like user and group 
management controls, advanced reporting and analytics, 
ability to publish custom actions etc.

Axis Bank to acquire payments wallet 
Freecharge for Rs 385 cr, 27 July 2017

Country’s third 
largest private 
sector lender 

Axis Bank entered 
into an agreement to 
acquire payments wallet 
Freecharge for Rs 385 crore in an all-cash deal.
The bank has entered into a share purchase agreement with 
Jasper Infotech Private Limited (Snapdeal), to acquire 100 
per cent equity capital of Accelyst Solutions and Freecharge 
Payment Technologies (Accelyst and FPTPL collectively 
referred to as Freecharge), subject to receipt of requisite 
regulatory approvals, including from the RBI, for a cash 
consideration of Rs 385 crore. It is worth noting that 
Snapdeal bought FreeCharge in April 2015 at an estimated 
cost of $ 400 million.

Ola, Zomato enter brand alliance, 27 July 2017

Ride-hailing app 
Ola and restaurant 
discovery platform 

and food ordering platform 
Zomato have announced 
a strategic partnership to 
offer a range of integrated 
exclusive offerings to 
their customers. Under 
the alliance, the two brands are bringing together their 
respective platforms and reach to co-create a comprehensive 
ecosystem for the customers of both service providers.
Zomato will integrate Ola APIs into their app, enabling easy 
access to mobility for customers looking for restaurant and 
eating-out options on their app. Customers will be able to book 
an Ola ride to the restaurant straight from the Zomato app, the 
statement said. Additionally, Ola Money, will be integrated as 
a digital payment solution within the Zomato App.

Arun Jaitley inaugurated 315th Sainik Rest House in New Delhi, now bookings can be done online
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NTPC signs Rs 6,608-cr loan agreement for UP 
project, 29 July 2017

National Thermal 
Power Corporation 
has formalised a 

loan agreement for Rs 6,608 
crore to finance capital 
expenditure of a 1,320 mw 
power project being set up 
in Uttar Pradesh. “Meja Utpadan Nigam Pvt. signed a loan 
agreement for Rs 6,608 crore to finance capital expenditure 
of the power project consisting of two units of 660 mw 
being set up at Meja near Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh.
Meja Utpadan Nigam is a 50:50 JV between the countrys 
largest power producer and Uttar Pradesh Rajya Vidyut 
Utpadan Nigam. 

NPCI gets final nod to operate Bharat Bill 
Payment System, 29 July 2017

National Payments 
Corporation of 
India (NPCI) has 

received final approval 
from the Reserve Bank 
to function as the Bharat 
Bill Payment Central Unit (BBPCU) and operate Bharat 
Bill Payment System (BBPS).
“Nearly 45 crore bills, which comprise electricity, telecom, 
DTH, water and gas, are permitted under BBPS. This 
initiative will provide a major push to digital payments as it 
is a big step forward in formalising the bill payment system 
in the country,” NPCI managing director and CEO A P Hota 
said in a statement here.
Last year in August, eight BBPS operating units, which 
received in-principle approval from the RBI, took part in the 
pilot, it said. Almost after a year of running the pilot, NPCI 
has now received the final clearance from RBI. The total 
number of Bharat Bill Payment Operating Unit (BBPOU) 
certified by NPCI now stands at 24.

World Bank approves USD 570mn for 
Bangladesh, 30 July 2017

The World Bank has 
approved a total of 
USD 570 million for 

two projects in Bangladesh 
to improve health, nutrition, 
and population services and strengthen the country’s 
public procurement. The World Bank and the (Bangladesh) 
government have been working together for years to improve 
the health sector and public procurement performance.

The USD 515 million Health Sector Support Project will 
strengthen the country’s health system and improve quality 
and coverage of essential service delivery, with a focus 
on the Sylhet and Chittagong divisions, where key health 
indicators are below national average.

Investors, intermediaries confident of India’s 
6.5-7.5% GDP growth: Moody’s, 31 July 2017

Some of the largest 
investors, intermediaries 
and issuers in Asia 

Pacific are confident of India’s 
stable economic growth in the 
region of 6.5 per cent and 7.5 per cent over the next 12-
18 months. According to the global credit rating agency 
Moody’s, the views were gathered in a poll conducted 
jointly with its Indian affiliate, ICRA Ltd.
More than 60 per cent of market participants that Moody’s 
and ICRA surveyed in Mumbai and Singapore believe 
that India’s (Baa3 positive) GDP (gross domestic product) 
growth rate will range between 6.5 per cent and 7.5 per cent 
over the next 12-18 months.
On the impact of Goods and Services Tax (GST), Moody’s 
said that over the medium term, the GST will contribute 
to productivity gains and faster GDP growth by making it 
easier to do business, thereby unifying national markets and 
enhancing India’s attractiveness as a foreign investment 
destination. It will also help facilitate the government 
revenue generation by improving tax compliance and 
administration; with both factors positive for India’s credit 
profile, which is constrained by a low revenue base.

Flipkart completes eBay India merger,   
01 August 2017

E-commerce major 
Flipkart has completed 
the merger with eBay 

Indias operations. With this, 
eBay.in will now be a Flipkart 
Group company. The deal 
was announced in April when 
the Flipkart group raised USD 1.4 billion from global 
technology majors eBay, Tencent and Microsoft.
In exchange of an equity stake in Flipkart, eBay had made 
a cash investment of USD 500 million and sold its eBay.in 
business to Flipkart.
Flipkart customers will get expanded product choices 
with the wide array of global inventory available on eBay 
while eBay customers will have access to a more unique 
Indian inventory from Flipkart sellers. The partnership will, 
therefore, provide an opportunity to sellers on Flipkart’s 
platform to expand their sales globally.

Kerala hosted the 5th edition of South India Writers Ensemble (SIWE) at Chengannur in coastal Alappuzha district
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Mukesh Ambani Replaces Li Ka-Shing as 
Asia’s Second-Richest Man, 01 August 2017

India’s richest man 
Mukesh Ambani has 
elbowed past Hong 

Kong realty magnet Li 
Ka-shing to emerge as 
Asia’s second-richest 
man. According to 
Bloomberg Billionaires 
Index, RIL chairman has added $12.5 billion to his wealth 
this year as petroleum-to-telecom major’s stock touched a 
record high. Alibaba’s Chairman Jack Ma is on top position. 
The latest boost to RIL share came with the launch of 
JioPhone, an effectively free homegrown 4G device which 
has high-end features like voice assistant and supports 22 
languages, last month. Once JioPhone hits the market on 
August 15, a large section of about 50 crore 2G phone users 
is likely to move to Jio network.
RIL has invested more than $31 billion in telecom business, 
considered to be passion of Mukesh Ambani.
While about 90 per cent of RIL’s revenues continue to come 
from its refining and petrochemicals business, a Bloomberg 
report pointed about that the company’s debt has climbed to 
a 15-year high, mainly due to telecom investments.

Airtel Payment Bank ties up with HPCL for 
ATM services, 02 August 2017

Airtel Payments Bank, 
India’s first payments 
bank has announced 

a strategic partnership 
with Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Limited (HPCL) for ATM services. 
Under this, 14,000 HPCL fuel stations will act as banking 
points for Airtel Payments Bank. It also offer facilities such 
as opening of account, cash deposit and cash withdrawal to 
the payment bank’s customers.
Airtel Payments Bank customers will also be able to make 
digital payments for fuel purchases across 14,000 HPCL 
fuel stations by using their mobile phones.
These cashless payments can be made via smartphones (My 
Airtel App) as well as feature phones (USSD). There is no 
transaction fee for these digital payments.

RBI Cuts Key Rate by 25 Basis Points,   
02 August 2017

The Reserve Bank of India has cut its benchmark 
interest rate by 25 basis points to 6 per cent, citing 
moderation in inflation and weakening industrial 

activity. The decision, 
taken after two days 
of deliberations by 
the Monetary Policy 
Committee, is likely to 
lower EMIs for home, auto 
and personal loans.
This is the first rate cut since October 2016 and the interest 
rate is now at a six-year low. In line with record low retail 
inflation, the RBI Governor headed MPC cut policy repo 
rate by 0.25 per cent and the reverse repo by a similar 
proportion to 5.75 per cent. “In June, retail inflation 
measured by year-on-year changes in the CPI plunged to 
its lowest reading in the series based to 2011-12,” the RBI 
said in the monetary policy statement.  Low inflation gave 
the RBI wiggle room to act on rates. The RBI under law is 
mandated to keep inflation at 4%. Consumer Price Inflation 
in June was 1.54%.
Of the six members of the MPC, four, including deputy 
governor Viral Acharya and Governor Urjit Patel voted for 
a 0.25 percentage point cut while one member voted for a 
policy rate reduction of 0.50 percentage points. Only one 
member, Michael Debabrata Patra, voted for status quo.

SEBI forms committee headed by T K 
Viswanathan on fair market conduct,   
03 August 2017
SEBI has set up a committee 
on fair market conduct 
on 2nd of August 2017. It 
will suggest measures for 
improving surveillance of 
the markets and strengthen 
rules for algo trades, among 
other norms. 
Key Points: 
i. The panel is headed by former law secretary T K 

Viswanathan. 
ii. The committee will suggest short term and medium 

term measures for improved surveillance of the markets.
SEBI forms committee headed by T K Viswanathan 

iii. It would suggest measures for improvement in PIT 
(Prohibition of Insider Trading) norms, PFTUP (Prohibition 
of Fraudulent and Unfair Trade Practices) regulations. 

iv. It is mainly related to trading plans and handling of 
unpublished price sensitive information during takeovers. 

v. The committee will also suggest evidentiary issues in 
anti-fraud enforcement. 

vi. It would be responsible for recommending steps to align 
insider trading regulations with Companies Act provisions.

India, Bangladesh sign pact to connect both countries by waterways
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Infosys to buy customer experience studio 
Brilliant Basics, 04 August 2017

India’s second largest 
software services firm 
Infosys will acquire 

Brilliant Basics, a London-
based product design and 
customer experience (CX) 
company.
The acquisition is expected to close during the July- 
September 2018 quarter, subject to customary closing 
conditions, Infosys said in a statement. Infosys has digital 
studios across Bengaluru, Pune, New York, London and 
Melbourne. The addition of Brilliant Basics will enhance 
the company’s expertise in the financial services, retail and 
telecom sectors across Europe and the Middle East.

Kalyani Group opens missile making unit with 
Israel’s Rafael, 04 August 2017

Kalyani group 
and Israel’s 
state- run Rafael 

Advanced Defence 
Systems commissioned 
a Rs 70 crore anti-tank 
guided missile production 
facility.
Kalyani Rafael Advanced Systems, the joint venture 
between the two with 51 per cent ownership resting with 
Kalyani group, would be the first private sector entity to 
manufacture such weapon systems in the country.
Kalyani group chairman Baba Kalyani said the JV is ready 
to supply the missile, Spike, to the Army, and 90 per cent of 
its components will be sourced locally. The Spike missile is 
a fully-built ATGM (anti-tank guided missile) unit except 
for the explosives and the propellants. The 24,000 sqft 
facility was set up in under 10 months and can produce 
“thousands of missiles”. 

Amazon India, Telangana Handloom department 
ink pact, 08 August 2017

Amazon India 
has signed a 
Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with 
the Telangana Department 
of Handloom and Textiles, 
to educate, train and enable 
weavers and artisans to 
directly sell their products to Amazon customers across the 
country.

With over 17,000 handlooms in the state, this association 
will further help elevate popular handloom products from 
clusters such as are Pochampally, Warangal, Gadwal, 
Narayanpet and Siddipet which have a tremendous potential 
and demand in urban areas.
Amazon India will not only provide an online marketplace 
for marketing but will also engage with weavers and artisans 
across the state to train them on making the products more 
attractive, appealing and marketable across the online 
domain.

Now, an instant credit card against your savings 
account, 10 August 2017

ICICI Bank introduced 
an instant credit 
card which can be 

availed online and helps a 
customer to start shopping 
even before the plastic card gets delivered.
“The card will empower our customers to instantly get 
the credit card online in a few steps and immediately start 
transacting on e-commerce sites to take advantage of 
offers,” the bank’s executive director Anup Bagchi said.
The lender claimed it is a first of its kind offering in the 
Indian banking space and said that selected savings account 
customers of ICICI Bank will be able to get the card.
“A few lakh” pre-qualified customers will be able to 
instantly get the credit card number online, which can be 
used for the shopping, it said in a statement.
A customer can get a credit card instantly with a credit limit 
of upto Rs four lakh based on pre-checked credit bureau 
scores. The facility can be availed only through the bank’s 
internet banking platform at present.

Three Indian firms among Forbes most innovative 
companies, 10 August 2017

Three Indian firms 
Hindustan Unilever, 
Asian Paints and Bharti 

Airtel  are among Forbes list of 
the world’s 100 most innovative 
companies, where Salesforce.
com has replaced Tesla Motors on the top position.
While HUL and Asian Paints have moved up in their ranks 
to seventh and eighth respectively (from 31st and 18th last 
year), Bharti Airtel has entered the ranking at 78th position.
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), Sun Pharma and Larsen 
& Toubro were also on the 2016 list but they failed to make 
the cut this year, bringing down the total number of Indian 
firms from five to three.

India permitted to construct Kishanganga and Rattle Projects – World Bank
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The annual World’s Most Innovative Companies are the 
ones that investors expect to be innovative now and in the 
future. Besides, to be included in the list, firms need seven 
years of public financial data and USD 10 billion in market 
cap. According to Forbes, companies are ranked by their 
innovation premium -- the difference between their market 
capitalisation and the net present value of cash flows from 
existing businesses.

HUL recorded an innovation premium of 68.59 per cent; 
Asian Paints (68.28 per cent) and Bharti Airtel (41.4 
per cent). Among others in the top 10 are Amazon.com 
(3rd position), Shanghai RAAS Blood Products (4th), 
Netflix (5th), Incyte (6th), Naver (9th) and Regeneron 
Pharmaceuticals (10th).

UK, India University’s subsidiary to receive 
70 million pounds from UK for solar-based 
projects, 10 August 2017

A coalition of 12 universities of Britain and India got 
a grant of 70 million pounds from the UK for the 
development of self-contained five buildings with 

solar-based facilities in remote villages of India.
This grant is part of the ‘Sunrise’ solar power project. Its 
goal is to include printed solar-powered solar-energy cell 
and the development of new processes of manufacturing, 
which can be used to make solar energy products in India. 
This organization of universities also includes Oxford and 
Cambridge University.
They will be connected with buildings in at least five 
villages in India. With this, they will be able to generate 
electricity for their work using large amounts of solar 
energy.

Amazon launches Virtual Customer Service in 
India, 10 August 2017

Amazon announced the launch of Virtual Customer 
Service (VCS) model, an initiative launched 
to create cost efficient employment prospects 

for skilled candidates seeking more flexible work 
opportunities.

With the initiative, Amazon is reaching out to a wider talent 
pool to ensure a high rate of diversity while also roping in 
talent who might not be able to physically attend regular 
office for various reasons.

VCS has currently been launched in Hyderabad, Pune, 
Coimbatore and Noida and is hiring for entry level job 
opportunities along with opportunities for team managers 
and group managers in these cities.

SoftBank Vision Fund pumps in USD 2.5 bn in 
Flipkart, 11 August 2017

Flipkart has raised 
an estimated USD 
2.5 billion from 

SoftBank Vision Fund, 
making the fund created 
by Japanese conglomerate 
SoftBank one of the 
biggest shareholders of 
India’s largest e-commerce player. 
This is the biggest ever private investment in an Indian 
technology company. 
The investment will make the USD 100 billion Vision Fund 
one of the largest shareholders in Flipkart. 
People familiar with the deal said the investment is worth 
USD 2.5 billion, with about USD 1.5 billion being directly 
funnelled into Flipkart and USD 1 billion for part of Tiger 
Global Managements stake.
The SoftBank Vision Fund, the world’s largest technology-
focused fund, will get about 20 per cent stake in Flipkart. 

Facebook launches YouTube competitor called 
‘Watch’, 11 August 2017

In an apparent 
bid to take on 
Google-owned 

YouTube, Facebook 
has rolled out ‘Watch’ 
- a redesigned video 
platform for creators 
and publishers.
The social media giant last year launched ‘Video’ tab in 
the US which offered a predictable place to find videos on 
Facebook.
Facebook is introducing ‘Watch’, a new platform for shows 
on Facebook. ‘Watch’ will be available on mobile, on 
desktop and laptop and in our TV apps.

Adani Transmission acquires Hadoti Power 
Transmission Services, 14 August 2017

Adani Transmission 
has acquired 100 
per cent share 

capital of Hadoti Power 
Transmission Services 
Ltd from Rajasthan Rajya 
Vidyut Prasaran Nigam 
Ltd (RVPN). 

Facebook acquires AI startup Ozlo to make Messenger smarter
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Gautam Kaushik appointed the new CEO of Payback India

The company was incorporated by RVPN in May 2016 for 
development of 220 KV and 132 KV grid sub-station, along 
with associated transmission lines and schemes and works 
in public private partnership mode, Adani Transmission 
said in a BSE filing.

A P Hota retires from MD and CEO post at 
NPCI, 14 August 2017 

National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 
said that A P Hota has retired from the position of 
managing director.

Dilip Asbe, the chief operating officer will be CEO-in-
charge till a new incumbent assumes charge, NPCI said in a 
statement. Hota was the first managing director and CEO of 
NPCI since August 23, 2010. 
NPCI was set up in 2009 as the central infrastructure for 
various retail payment systems.

India’s real GDP growth to average at 7.4% 
over 2017, 2018: Deutsche Bank,    
15 August 2017

India’s growth 
momentum will get 
stronger with revival 

in private investment cycle 
and real GDP growth is 
expected to average at 
about 7.4 per cent over 
2017 and 2018, says a Deutsche Bank report.
It also termed as faulty the argument that a 7.5-8 per cent 
real GDP growth in the next few years will still be lower 
than what was achieved in the boom period of 2006-2008.
According to the global financial services major, the 
country’s growth momentum will only get stronger as 
private investment cycle starts reviving gradually, along 
with continuation of strong private consumption.

CSIR-Johnson & Johnson to conduct R&D on 
drug-resistant TB, 17 August 2017

The Council 
of Scientific 
& Industrial 

Research (CSIR) 
and Johnson & 
Johnson teamed up 
for conducting joint 
research on drug- 
resistant tuberculosis (TB).
The Institute of Microbial Technology, under the Council 
of Scientific & Industrial Research, signed a memorandum 

of understanding (MoU) with Johnson & Johnson for the 
purpose. Speaking on the occasion, Science and Technology 
Minister Harsh Vardhan said drug-resistant TB is a global 
threat and India has about one-fourth of the global burden. 
“A sustained effort is needed to tackle this problem,” he 
said.
While he was the health minister, Vardhan had launched 
TB-Mission, with an aim to eradicate the disease by 2020.

BSE, PHDCCI ink pact for info exchange on 
unemployment, 17 August 2017

Leading exchange 
BSE and industry 
body PHD 

Chamber signed a pact for 
exchange of information 
on unemployment and 
consumer sentiment in 
India. 
The information will be 
published by PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(PHDCCI) on its website and reports circulated to its 
members. “It is expected that in future, BSE as well as 
PHDCCI will be able to create new landmarks by venturing 
into research in several new areas,” BSE said in a statement. 
This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) would enable 
the students, faculty of PHDCCI and BSE training institute 
to effectively cooperate in different areas of research, BSE 
MD and CEO Ashish kumar Chauhan said.

India signs Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) Grant Agreement with the World Bank 
for USD 24.64 Million for “Ecosystems Service 
Improvement Project”, 17 August 2017

A Grant Agreement 
from the Global 
E n v i r o n m e n t 

Facility (GEF) of the 
World Bank of USD 
24.64 million for 
“Ecosystem Service Improvement Project” was signed by 
Sameer Kumar Khare, Joint Secretary (MI), Department 
of Economic Affairs (DEA), Ministry of Finance on behalf 
of the Government of India and Mr. Hisham Abdo Kahin, 
Acting Country Director for India on behalf of the World 
Bank. 
The size of Project is USD 24.64 million which entirely will 
be financed by the World Bank out of its GEF Trust Fund. 
The project’s duration is 05 years.
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
(MoEF&CC) will implement the Project in the States of 
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Infosys will buy London’s Brilliant Basics

Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh through Indian Council 
of Forestry Research & Education under the National 
Mission for Green India. 
The objective of the Project is to strengthen the institutional 
capacity of the Departments of Forestry and Community 
Organisation’s to enhance forest ecosystem services and 
improve the livelihoods of forest dependent communities in 
Central Indian Highlands.

Government clears purchase of six Apache 
attack helicopters in Rs 4,168-cr deal,   
18 August 2017

The Defence Acquisition Council cleared a proposal 
to buy six more Boeing Co Apache attack helicopters 
for the Indian Army at a cost of around Rs 4,168 crore. 

The AH-64E Apache helicopters will come with associated 
equipment including spares, training and ammunition. The 
order follows on from India’s previous purchase of 22 
Apache and Chinook helicopters from Boeing in 2015.
This included the procurement of six ‘AH-64E’ Apache 
helicopters for the army. The procurement of these 
helicopters along with associated equipment such as spares, 
training material, weapons and ammunition will cost an 
estimated Rs 4,168 crore. The next step will be to get it 
cleared from the Cabinet Committee on Security. 
The army wanted 39 Apache helicopters, which were to be 
deployed with its three Strike Corps that is largely geared 
towards Pakistan and China. Later, the demand was reduced 
to a squadron of such helicopters, numbering 13. 
This figure was brought further down to 11 and then 
finally six. These six helicopters are likely to be deployed 
against Pakistan and China. These new helicopters will be 
procured under a “option clause” of an earlier deal for the 
procurement of 22 Apaches for the IAF. 
The Apaches will provide local army commanders 
quick combat power at critical moments anywhere in 
the battlefield. Meanwhile, the DAC also cleared the 
procurement of two sets of gas turbines for two naval ships 
being built by Russia for the Indian Navy.  The cost of this 
deal is worth Rs 490 crore. 

Vishal Sikka resigns as MD and CEO of 
Infosys, 18 August 2017

Vishal Sikka 
has resigned 
as managing 

director and chief 
executive officer of 
the company with 
immediate effect, 
Infosys said in an 
official statement.
U B Pravin Rao has been given the interim responsibility 
for both the posts, India’s second largest software services 
exporter said in a statement.
Sikka has now been appointed as executive vice-chairman, 
Infosys added. He had just completed three years as the 
CEO of Infosys.

BSNL unveils mobile wallet for subscribers, 
18 August 2017

State-run Bharat 
Sanchar Nigam 
(BSNL) unveiled 

its mobile wallet 
in partnership with 
MobiKwik to enable 
one-tap bill payment 
for its over 100 million 
subscribers. 
Besides, the subscribers will also be able to use the digital 
wallet at over 1.5 million merchants across India. 
The digital wallet, developed by MobiKwik for BSNL, is in 
line with the telecom corporation’s intent to take the reach 
of digital payments to semi-urban and rural India, a BSNL 
statement said. 
The app will allow users to pay for online recharges, make 
bill payments, shop and book bus and train tickets. 
BSNL Chairman Anupam Srivastava said the partnership 
will ensure that all its 100 million customers are able to 
“seamlessly and conveniently transact and make mobile 
and other financial payments through the co-branded 
MobiKwik wallet”. 

RBI announces new Rs 50 note, old notes to 
remain legal tender, 19 August 2017

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will now issue new 
bank notes of Rs 50 denomination.  The new notes 
are being made under the Mahatma Gandhi series.

They will also have the motif of ‘Hampi with Chariot’.
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IISc researchers developed low-cost sensitive carbon monoxide sensor

The new fluorescent notes 
will be printed in blue and 
will bear the signature of RBI 
governor Urjit Patel. The 
announcement was made in 
a notification released by the 
RBI.
The new Rs 50 notes have 
several geometric patterns 
that align with the colour 
scheme on both obverse and 
reverse sides.
Although the new notes have 
been announced, the RBI said that the old Rs 50 notes will 
continue to be legal tender.

Power Grid inks USD 500 million loan pact 
with ADB, 19 August 2017

State-run power 
transmission utility 
Power Grid Crop 

will get a loan of USD 
500 million from the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
for its various projects.
“Power Grid has entered 
into a loan agreement 
with ADB on August 17, 2017, for an amount of USD 500 
million,” Power Grid Corp said in a BSE filing.
According to the statement, the proceeds of the loan are 
proposed to be utilised for funding of Green Energy Corridor 
(Part D); 800KV High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) 
bipole link between Western Region (Raigarh, Chhattisgarh) 
and Southern Region (Pugalur, Tamil Nadu) and 320 KV 
HDVC link between Pugalur and North Trichur (Kerala).

Axis Bank to waive 12 EMIs on home loans 
under new scheme, 19 August 2017

With competition getting hotter in the affordable 
housing finance sector, private lender 
Axis Bank will waive 12 equated monthly 

installments (EMIs) on regular repayments of loans of 
up to Rs 30 lakh under the new scheme Shubh Aarambh 
Home Loans.
The lender has introduced Shubh Aarambh Home Loans, 
in which 12 EMIs are waived — four EMIs each after the 
fourth, eighth and 12th year — from the date of the first 
disbursement. The waiver will be in the form of reduction 
in tenure.
The loans can be used to purchase an under-construction/
ready/resale house, self-construction, and a plot plus 
construction. 
Customers also have the option to transfer existing home 
loans to Axis Bank without additional cost, according to 
Rajiv Anand, executive director, retail banking.
Earlier, the bank had floated Asha home loan for low-
income groups. Thirty-five thousand families have availed 
of the scheme.
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Burning Topics of the MonthSPORTS Indian women restrict England to 228/7 in 
World Cup final, 24 July 2017

India turned up in 
a manner befitting 
the occasion and 

stopped England 
at 228 for seven in 
the final of the ICC 
Women’s World Cup, 
leaving themselves 
with a realistic 
chance of doing what seemed unreal at the start of the 
tournament.
The coin landing in the opponents’ favour at the toss 
was hardly a deterrent as India went about the task in a 
professional manner. Leading the show was the redoubtable 
Jhulan Goswami, who scythed through the English 
middle-order.
A proven performer for far too long, Jhulan delivered with 
three wickets in the most widely watched game in the history 
of women’s cricket.

Prannoy clinches US Open title, 24 July 2017

HS Prannoy 
notched up 
a thrilling 

three-game win over 
Commonwealth Games 
champion Parupalli 
Kashyap in an all-
Indian final to clinch 
the USD 120,000 US 
Open Grand Prix Gold.
Prannoy, who lost a fair amount of his time to nagging 
injuries in his career, dished out a gritty performance to 
defeat Kashyap  in the summit clash which lasted an hour 
and five minutes.

Philipp Lahm wins Germany’s Footballer of 
the Year award, 24 July 2017

Former Bayern Munich 
man Philipp Lahm 
has been named 

Germany’s Footballer of the 
Year for 2017.
Lahm, 33, retired at the end 
of last season after 15 years 
at Bayern, in which he won 
a host of trophies including eight Bundesliga titles and the 
Champions League.

Cabinet scraps no-detention policy for kids of Class 5 and 8

1. Karamjyoti Dalal wins bronze medal at 
World Para Athletics.

2. Mithali named captain of ICC Women’s 
World Cup team.

3. Sebastian Vettel wins Hungarian Grand 
Prix.

Jaiswal wins double gold at 33rd Delhi State 
Shooting Championship, 21 July 2017

Karan Jaiswal won a double gold in men’s and 
junior men’s 10m air rifle event while Kapila 
Dabas and Pooja Rastogi won gold and silver 

respectively in women’s 10m air rifle event at the 33rd 
Delhi State Shooting Championship. 
Shaurya Sarin also won two gold medals in the youth 
men’s 10m air pistol and 50m pistol event while Tarun 
Dahiya won a silver and bronze medal in the 10m air pistol 
junior and senior events respectively. 
In the Delhi State Inter School Shooting Competition 
which was held a day prior to the state meet, Aman 
Aryan Roach of the academy won the gold in the mens 
10m air rifle event at the Dr. Karni Singh Shooting 
Range.

Karamjyoti Dalal wins bronze medal at World 
Para Athletics, 22 July 2017

India’s Karamjyoti 
Dalal has won 
bronze medal at the 

World Para Athletics 
Championships 2017 
in the discus-throw. 
In the women’s F55 
category of discus-
throw, she managed a throw of 19.02 m. 
Earlier, Sundar Singh Gurjar had opened India’s account at 
the 2017 World Para Athletics Championships by winning 
gold medal in the men’s javelin throw event. 
Later, Amit Saroha won silver medal in the club throw 
event in the F-51 category. Karamjyoti Dalal was originally 
a part of the national Kabaddi setup. 
She had secured a fourth-place finish at the IPC Para-
athletics championships in 2015. She had won two bronze 
medals at the 2014 Asian Games held in Beijing, China. 
The first IPC Athletics World Championships were held in 
Berlin, Germany in 1994.
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Konsam wins gold in Asian Youth & Junior 
Weightlifting championship, 24 July 2017

Indian weightlifter Konsam 
Ormila Devi has bagged 
a gold medal at the Asian 

Youth and Junior Weightlifting 
Championships in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. 
The weightlifter from Manipur 
lifted 56kg in snatch and 70kg 
in clean & jerk for a total effort 
of 126kg in the 44kg weight 
category to finish on the top of the podium.

Mithali named captain of ICC Women’s World 
Cup team, 25 July 2017

India skipper 
Mithali Raj has 
been chosen as 

the captain of the 
ICC Women’s World 
Cup 2017 team by the 
International Cricket 
Council.
The 34-year-old Indian was selected as captain after she 
led India to the final of the just-concluded ICC Women’s 
World Cup. India lost to England by nine runs in one of 
the most thrilling finals at the Lord’s. Besides Mithali, 
Harmanpreet Kaur and Deepti Sharma were the other two 
Indians included in the ICC’s team.
The side includes four players from England player of the 
tournament Tamsin Beaumont, player of the final Anya 
Shrubsole, wicketkeeper Sarah Taylor and left-arm spinner 
Alex Hartley, three from South Africa that included opener 
Laura Wolvaardt and bowlers Marizanne Kapp and Dane 
van Niekerk, and Australia all-rounder Ellyse Perry.
England’s Natalie Sciver, who scored 369 runs and took 
seven wickets, was chosen as the 12th player.

India to host maiden men’s World Boxing 
Championship in 2021, 25 July 2017 

In a historic first for Indian 
boxing, the country will 
host the men’s World 

Championship for the first time 
in 2021 besides next year’s 
women’s World Championship, 
shaking off the last remnants of 
administrative turmoil that once 
plagued the sport. 

The International Boxing Association (AIBA) made the 
announcement at the end of its two-day executive committee 
meeting in Moscow. 
The major men’s boxing events hosted by India have been the 
1990 World Cup in Mumbai and the 2010 Commonwealth 
Championships in New Delhi. “It is the first time ever that 
a country has been awarded two major Championships, that 
too back to back. 
After analysing the presentations, the AIBA Executive 
Committee unanimously awarded the 2019 women’s 
World Championships to Trabzon, Turkey. The AIBA 
2018 Congress was awarded to the Russian capital city of 
Moscow.

Indians win three medals in Deaflympics,   
27 July 2017

Indian wrestlers won a 
gold and two bronze 
medals in the ongoing 

23rd Summer Deaflympics 
at Samsun in Turkey.
Virender Singh clinched the 
gold in 74kg freestyle event 
as he beat Chakvetadze S 
(Georgia) by 18-9 points in the final bout. 
Ajay Kumar beat Babayan A (Armenia) by 10-0 points in 
65kg freestyle to earn a bronze medal. 
Sumit Dahiya bagged the other bronze by beating Ghamar 
Pour (Ireland) by 10-0 points in 97kg freestyle.

Nirupama wins 3 bronze in Asian Youth 
Weightlifting, 28 July 2017

Seram Nirupama 
Devi won 
three bronze 

medals in the 19th 
Asian Youth (Boys & 
Girls) Weightlifting 
Championships in 
Kathmandu. 
The weightlifter from 
Manipur produced a 
total lift of 178kg (79kg snatch + 99kg clean and jerk) to 
win the gold in the 69kg youth girls category.

India finish sixth in the World Junior Squash 
championship, 29 July 2017

India finished sixth in the girls team event of the 2017 
WSF-World junior squash championship in Tauranga, 
New Zealand.

Govt inks MoA to set up IRRI’s regional centre in Varanasi
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India went down to US 
1-2 in the placing tie for 
5-6 position.
Representational image 
the promising Sunayna 
Kuruvilla won her 
singles match after 
Akanksha Salunkhe lost 
her first match to Marina Stefanoni.

Mumbai’s Patil, Lohia secure bronze at Asian 
School Chess, 30 July 2017

Mumbai’s Aditya 
Patil and 
Suhaani Lohia 

have clinched bronze 
medals at the Asian School 
Chess Competition in 
China. 
Aditya won the bronze 
medal in the Under-7 
rapid championship held in Panjin, China. 
There were a total of 26 players from 10 countries 
who took part in the competition out of which the 
eighth-seeded Aditya scored 5/7 and finished in third 
place. 

Shiva Thapa, Manoj Kumar strike gold at 
Czech boxing tourney, 30 July 2017

Indian boxers 
packed quite a 
heavy punch at 

the 48th Grand Prix 
Usti Nad Labem, 
clinching five gold, 
two silver and one 
bronze medal at the 
event in the Czech Republic.
World Championships bronze-medallist Shiva Thapa 
(60kg), former Commonwealth Games gold-medallist 
Manoj Kumar (69kg), Amit Phangal (52kg), Gaurav 
Bidhuri (56kg) and Satish Kumar (+91kg) claimed 
gold medals after winning their respective summit 
clashes.
Kavinder Bisht (52kg) and Manish Panwar (81kg), on 
the other hand, settled for silver medals. Earlier, Sumit 
Sangwan (91kg) had claimed a bronze after going down in 
the semifinals.

India pip Kazakhstan in FIBA Asia Cup,   
30 July 2017

The Indian women’s 
basketball team 
defeated Kazakhstan 

75-73 in a thrilling contest 
to climb to Division A of 
the FIBA Asia Cup 2017. 
In the Division B final 
between two undefeated 
teams, India and Kazakhstan, it was the home team 
that came out victorious. India are now promoted to 
Division A for the next edition of the FIBA Women’s 
Asia Cup. 
Govindraj, President of the Indian Basketball Federation, 
pleased with this victory, announced a cash prize of Rs. 10 
lakhs for the Indian team.

Sebastian Vettel wins Hungarian Grand Prix, 
31 July 2017

Ferrari’s Formula 
One racer 
Sebastian Vettel 

won the Hungarian 
Grand Prix title. 
With this title win, 
Vettel has strengthened 
his position at the top of the world championship race. 
In the race, Vettel maintained his lead from the start 
and won the title by defeating his own team’s Finnish 
player Kimi Raikkonen. This is 46th F-1 title of Vettel’s 
career. Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas of Finland 
finished third. 
Vettel’s victory with Hamilton in fourth extended his 
championship lead to 14 points as Formula 1 heads into its 
four-week summer break.

Isner downs Harrison for fourth ATP Atlanta 
title, 31 July 2017

John Isner claimed his 
fourth ATP Atlanta 
title, saving a set-point 

in both sets en route to win 
over Ryan Harrison.
Second-seeded American 
Isner notched his second 
ATP title in as many weeks after lifting the trophy in 
Newport.
Atlanta was the perfect place for him to keep the momentum 
going. Isner, who has reached the final in seven of eight 
editions of the tournament, added a fourth title to those he 
won in 2013, 2014 and 2015.

MCX, Mahindra Agri sign MoU for agriculture related price information
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Moeen Ali First English Spinner in 79 Years to 
Take Test Hat-trick, 01 August 2017

Moeen Ali became 
the thirteenth 
Englishman to 

take a hat-trick in a Test 
match as he took the last 
three wickets of the South 
African innings to guide 
the hosts to a massive 239-run win in the third Test at the 
Kensington Oval. The victory puts England 2-1 up in the 
four-match series with the last Test starting on August 4 at 
the Old Trafford in Manchester.
Ali completed his hat-trick and thus became the first English 
spinner since Tom Goddard in 1938 to take a Hat-trick in 
Test cricket. Stuart Broad is the only English cricketer to 
have taken two Test hat-tricks.

Summer Olympics: Los Angeles agrees to host 
2028 Games; Paris gets 2024, 01 August 2017

Los Angeles formally 
announced its bid for 
the 2028 Summer 

Olympics after agreeing 
on a deal with the Olympic 
organizers. This deal with 
Olympic organizers paves the way for Paris to host the 
Summer Olympics in 2024.
With this Los Angeles will be hosting the games for the third 
time since it first hosted in 1932. It last hosted Olympics in 
1984. Games in Paris, the French capital, marks 100 years 
since the last time it hosted the Games. Paris last hosted the 
Olympics in 1924 and had narrowly lost out to London for 
the right to host the 2012 Games.
The Los Angeles Olympic and Paralympic bid committee 
in cooperation with the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) announced the same on 31 July 2017. The LA bid 
committee said in a statement that Los Angeles will host the 
Olympic Games and Paralympic Games 2028.
Los Angeles had been in a race with Paris to host the 
2024 Games, with the winner to be named by the IOC on 
September 13 in Lima, Peru. The 2020 Summer Olympics 
will be hosted by Tokyo, Japan.

Gulia wins bronze in Junior World Wrestling 
Championships, 02 August 2017

India began their campaign in the Junior World Wrestling 
championships on a positive note as Veer Dev Gulia 
bagged a bronze medal on the opening day of the 

competition in Tampere, Finland. 

In the men’s 74kg freestyle, 
Gulia finished third on the 
podium after getting the 
better of Yamasaki Yajuro 
of Japan 8 -5 in the bronze 
medal play-off bout.
Gulia had made it to the 
bronze medal play-offs 
despite losing in the quarterfinals, as his last-eight stage 
opponent, Isa Shapiev of Uzbekistan, reached the gold 
medal round of 74kg. 

Jhajharia, Sardar recommended for Khel Ratna, 
03 August 2017

Paralympic gold-
medallist Devendra 
Jhajharia became 

the first paralympian to 
be recommended for the 
country’s highest sporting 
honour the Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna award along with former hockey captain Sardar 
Singh.  The 36-year-old Jhajharia, who is the first Indian to win 
two Paralympic gold medals, was the first choice of the awards 
selection committee headed by Justice (Retd) C K Thakkar. 
Jhajharia had won his medals in the javelin throw event. 
The committee has picked 31-year-old midfielder Sardar as 
its second nominee for the top honour and has suggested 
that both Jhajharia and Sardar be considered for the award 
jointly. The final call on this would be taken by the Sports 
Ministry. 

Cheteshwar Pujara joint third quickest Indian 
to 4000 Test runs, 04 August 2017

Cheteshwar Pujara 
continued with his 
rich vein of form 

as he celebrated his 50th 
Test appearance in style at 
Colombo. Pujara joined an 
elite list of cricketers in becoming one of the quickest to 
reach 4000 Test runs. The Saurashtra batsman was calm as 
usual even when Sri Lanka fought back with KL Rahul and 
Virat Kohli’s wickets in quick succession.
Pujara reached the milestone in the 42nd over when he 
guided a flatter delivery by Dilruwan Perera towards third 
man for a couple of runs in his 84th innings. By doing so, 
he joined his idol Rahul Dravid to become the third quickest 
Indian to score 4000 runs in Test cricket. Virender Sehwag 
took 79 innings to achieve the feat while Sunil Gavaskar 
did it in 82 innings. Overall, he became the 15th Indian to 
aggregate 4000 runs.

NCLT approves Airtel-Telenor merger
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Manju wins bronze at Jr World Wrestling,  
04 August 2017

India’s Manju 
Kumari clinched 
the bronze medal 

in women’s 59kg 
category of the Junior 
World Wrestling 
Championship in 
Tampere, Finland.
Manju registered a 2-0 victory over Ilona Prokopevniuk of 
Ukraine in her bronze medal play-off bout to finish on the 
podium.
En-route to her third-place finish, Manju had started off her 
campaign with a dominating 5-1 victory over Bulgaria’s 
Aleksandrina Nikolaeva Kashinova in the 1/8 stage, before 
she was outclassed 0-10 by Japan’s Yuzuru Kumano in her 
quarterfinal round.

Jadeja pips Shakib to top spot in all-rounders 
list, 08 August 2017

India’s Ravindra Jadeja edged out Bangladeshs Shakib 
Al Hasan to claim the top-rank among all-rounders 
apart from maintaining pole position in the bowlers 

chart in the latest ICC rankings. 

Jadeja currently has 438 points among the all-rounders 
while Shakib has 431 points. Cheteshwar Pujara (888 
points) gained a place to be third among batsmen while 
Virat Kohli (813 points) maintained his fifth position.  
Steve Smith and Joe Root are still Nos 1 and 2 in the list 
of batsmen. 

Kynan Chenai wins bronze at 7th Asian 
Shotgun Championships, 09 August 2017

India shooter 
Kynan Chenai 
won a bronze in 

mens trap event, his 
first international 
medal at the senior 
level, at the 7th 
Asian Championship 
Shotgun at Astana, 
Kazakhstan. 

India finished in seventh place in the Team section with 
a combined score of 324. Kuwait won gold, Lebabnon 
clinched the silver while the UAE settled for bronze. 
India have so far won two gold medals and a bronze in the 
competition.

Tete to be brand ambassador for Jharkhand 
hockey, 09 August 2017

Jharkhand Chief Minister 
Raghubar Das announced 
that former India women’s 

hockey captain Sumrai Tete 
will be the brand ambassador 
for Jharkhand hockey. 
Tete would be given the 
responsibility to train state 
level hockey players.
Tete, who has got the 
Dhyanchand award, has given her consent.

Chenai & Shreyasi win mixed team trap bronze, 
10 August 2017

Kynan Chenai 
with his partner 
Shreyasi Singh 

won a bronze medal 
in the mixed team trap 
event at the 7th Asian 
Championship Shotgun 
in Astana, Kazakhstan.
Chenai and Shreyasi got the better of Lebanon 40-38 in 
the bronze-medal match to win India’s fourth medal of the 
competition. Kuwait’s Abdulrahman Al Faihan and Sarah 
Al Hawal won gold in the event after beating the Korean 
pair of Oh Taekeun and Kang Geeeun 36-35.
The Indian pair had earlier in the day topped the 16-team 
qualification round with a combined score of 91.

India drop one spot to 97th place in latest FIFA 
rankings, 11 August 2017

India dropped one 
rung to be placed 
97th in the latest 

edition of the FIFA 
Rankings. The Blue 
Tigers had achieved one 
of their best rankings 
in recent history when 
they climbed to the 96th spot last month.
India still have 341 rating points with no changes from their 
last month’s tally. Canada has jumped five spots to 95th 
following their performances in the CONCACAF Gold Cup, 
leading to India dropping to 97th. Among Asian countries, 
India are the 12th highest ranked team in the continent while 
Iran leads the chart at 24th position. Meanwhile, Brazil 
have gained the top spot from Germany while Argentina, 
Switzerland and Poland complete the top five.

Adobe names Shanmugh Natarajan as MD India operations
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Kang becomes first Indian to qualify for javelin 
throw finals, 11 August 2017

Davinder Singh 
Kang became 
the first Indian to 

qualify for the final round 
of the javelin throw 
World Championships.
Competing in the 
qualification round Group B, Kang, who was carrying a 
shoulder injury, cleared the automatic qualification mark of 
83m in his third and final throw as he sent the iron spear to 
a distance of 84.22m. He had 82.22m in his opening throw 
and then came up with 82.14m in his second.
No Indian has ever qualified in the men’s javelin throw final 
round in any world championship.

Maheshwari Chauan bags memorable bronze 
for India, 12 August 2017

Indian shooter 
Maheshwari Chauhan 
secured a bronze 

medal at the Asian 
Shotgun Championship 
in women’s skeet.
It was made sweeter when 
she led her country to the 
team silver alongside 
compatriots Rashmmi Rathore and Saniya Sheikh. 
The trio shot a total of 190, finishing behind Gold medalists 
China, who shot 195. Hosts Kazakhstan won the bronze 
shooting 185.

U-19 Asia Cup shifted from Bengaluru to 
Malaysia, 12 August 2017

The Asian Cricket 
Council decided 
to shift the U-19 

Asia Cup tournament 
from Bengaluru to the 
Malaysian capital Kuala 
Lumpur after the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) refused to send its team to India. 
Owing to the prevailing political tension between the two 
countries, PCB chairman Najam Sethi raised objections 
and it was unanimously agreed that the colts continental 
tournament be moved out of India.
According to sources, BCCI secretary Amitabh Choudhary 
didn’t object to the shifting of venue. The BCCI had already 
written to the Indian government, seeking clearance to host 

the event as it would include a team from Pakistan. The 
tournament will feature eight teams, with four - Pakistan, 
India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka - qualifying automatically.

Hardik Pandya Scores Most Runs in an Over 
by Indian Batsman in Tests, 14 August 2017

All-rounder Hardik Pandya entered the record books 
by smashing 26 runs in one over against Sri Lanka in 
the third and final Test at the Pallekele International 

Cricket Stadium, Kandy. Pandya slammed spinner Malinda 
Pushpakumara for two fours and three sixes in one over to 
score most runs in an over by an Indian batsman in Tests.
The Indian all-rounder now sits third on the overall list 
along with Craig McMillan, Brian Lara, Mitchell Johnson 
and Brendon McCullum. The list is topped by Brian Lara 
and George Bailey who slammed 28 runs in over while 
Pakistan’s Shahid Afridi is at number two with 27 off one 
over against Harbhajan Singh.
As far as India is concerned, Pandya surpassed legendary 
all-rounder Kapil Dev and Sandeep Patil’s tally of 24 runs 
in one over. 

Zverev stuns Federer to win Rogers Cup,   
14 August 2017

Germany’s Alexander 
Zverev defeated 
Roger Federer 

to win the Rogers Cup 
tennis tournament title. The 
German fourth seed defeated 
Federer in a summit clash 
that lasted 68 minutes at the 
Centre Court. With the win, Zverev became just the third 
man to beat the 19-time Grand Slam champion this year. 
This was the German’s fifth title of the year.
The German added a second ATP World Tour Masters 1000 
title of the season, adding to his victory in Rome. He joins 
Federer atop the tour-level titles leader board in 2017 with a 
fifth crown in total. Fourth seeded Zverev received the prize 
money of $ 89,855, while second seeded Federer had to be 
satisfied with $ 43,86,4.

Qatar to become first Arab state to offer permanent residency to some non-citizens
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The Union Cabinet has cleared a proposal to extend proxy voting to Non-Resident Indians (NRIs)

Lakshya wins Bulgaria Open International 
Series, 17 August 2017

Young Indian shuttler Lakshya Sen clinched the 
Bulgaria Open International Series title after 
notching up a hard-fought win over Croatia’s 

Zvonimir Durkinjak in the men’s singles final in Sofia, 
Bulgaria.
Sen defeated second seed Zvonimir in a 57-minute match. 
He had beaten Sri Lanka’s Dinuka Karunaratna  in the 
semi-finals.
World Junior No 1 was recently sent to train under former 
All England champion Peter Gade, who is currently the 
head coach of French national team. 
Bharadwaj wins bronze in Junior Shotgun World Cup 
(sports) 20 aug

Teenager Shapath Bharadwaj won a bronze medal in the 
double trap event while Lakshay Sheoran and Manisha 
Keer combined to win a bronze in the mixed team trap 
competition at the ISSF Junior Shotgun World Cup in 
Porpetto, Italy. 
The 15-year old Bharadwaj, from Meerut, shot a 48 in the 
final to finish behind gold-medal winning Briton James 
Dedman and Finlands Miki Ylonen. 
Italy have so far dominated the competition winning three 
gold medals, including the mixed trap test event gold as 
well as three silver and one bronze medal. 

FINA’s Swimming Committee appointed 
Virendra Nanavati as its Vice Chairman,   
20 August 2017

Virendra Nanavati, 
Chief Executive 
Officer of the 

Swimming Federation 
of India (SFI) has been 
appointed as Vice 
Chairman of FINA’s 
Swimming Committee. 
Nanavati, who is also 
Senior VICE president of Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) has been appointed Ted Vice Chairman of FINA’s 
Swimming committee. 
FINA’s technical Swimming Congress took place recently in 
Budapest, where Nanavati was honoured for his dedication 
and commitment to the sport.
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. World’s smallest spacecraft Sprites 
launched by Indian rocket.

2. Israel Launches Its First Environmental 
Research Satellite.

3. Scientists develop world’s first plant-
based Zika vaccine.

SCIENCE First exomoon discovered, 29 July 2017

Astronomers have potentially 
discovered the first known 
moon beyond our solar 

system, orbiting a giant planet 
around a star about 4,000 light-years 
away.
Researchers from Columbia University in the US analysed 
the dips in light from exoplanets passing in front of their 
stars in data from the Kepler space telescope.
A second, smaller dip that appears ahead of or behind the 
planet could reveal a moon. Researchers David Kipping 
and Alex Teachey of Columbia University have now found 
the first evidence for an exomoon candidate named Kepler 
1625b i.
It orbits a planet slightly larger than Jupiter around a star 
about 4,000 light-years away. Since the potential moon is 
probably about the size of Neptune, the team nicknamed it 
“Neptmoon.”

World’s smallest spacecraft Sprites launched 
by Indian rocket, 31 July 2017

The world’s smallest 
spacecraft were 
on 23 June 2017 

successfully launched into 
low-Earth orbit by Indian 
rocket Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV).
Known as ‘Sprites’, these 
tiny satellites are just 3.5cm x 3.5cm and carry radios, sensors 
and computers, and each device is powered by sunlight and 
weighs just four grams.
The Sprites were constructed by researchers at Cornell 
University and transported into space as secondary payloads 
by the two larger German satellites Max Valier and Venta.
This mission is designed to test how well the Sprites’ 
electronics perform in orbit. Though Sprites have previously 
been carried to the International Space Station, but this is the 
first time that it was possible to launch such a lightweight 
satellite into space and communicate with it.
The Sprite Spacecraft was developed under the Breakthrough 
Starshot program and is the creation of Zac Manchester, 
whose 2011 Kickstarter campaign ‘KickSat’ raised the first 
funds to develop the concept.
About Breakthrough Starshot

 # Breakthrough Starshot is a comprehensive program 
under Breakthrough Initiatives to develop and launch 
practical interstellar space missions.

Iran in ‘successful’ test of satellite-launch 
rocket, 28 July 2017

Iran successfully tested 
a satellite-launch 
rocket ‘Simorgh’.

The launch vehicle, 
named Simorgh after a 
bird in Iranian mythology, 
was capable of propelling 
a satellite weighing 250 
kilograms to an altitude of 500 kilometres above earth. 
Western states suspect Iran of developing the technology 
capable of launching long-range ballistic missiles with 
conventional or nuclear payloads, a charge denied by Tehran 
which insists its space programme has purely peaceful 
aims. Iran’s four other launches of domestically produced 
satellites since 2009 have all sparked condemnation in the 
West.

Key building block of life found on Saturn 
moon Titan, 28 July 2017

An important building 
block of life has 
been discovered in 

the hazy upper atmosphere 
of Saturn’s largest moon 
Titan, by a team led by an 
Indian-origin researcher.
Using data from Cassini mission, scientists, including 
those from University College London (UCL) in the UK, 
identified negatively charged molecules called carbon 
chain anions in the atmosphere of Titan.
These linear molecules are understood to be building 
blocks towards more complex molecules, and may have 
acted as the basis for the earliest forms of life on Earth.
The detections were made using Cassini spacecraft’s 
plasma spectrometer, called CAPS, as it flew through 
Titans upper atmosphere, 950-1,300 kilometre above the 
surface.

Government revises the base year of All-India Wholesale Price Index (WPI) from 2004-05 to 2011-12
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Branch Name Phone Number
Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136
Ahmedabad 9227575027
Ajmer 9261503888
Aligarh 7706008037
Allahabad 9235253403
Alwar 9521177944
Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816
Ambikapur 8823868882
Amritsar 9646606160
Asansol 7076880723
Azamgarh 9208242842
Badaun 9627671787
Bahraich 9208249852
Balasore 9583185223
Ballia 9208243152
Banda 9554334847
Bangalore 9538712808
Bareilly 9235253431
Basti 7706008031
Berhampur 9078907945
Bhagalpur 9204363221
Bhilai-Durg 8878783345
Bhopal 9229174901
Bhopal-Lalghati 9229174902
Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352
Bijnor 7706008027
Bilaspur 8878817515
Bulandshahr 7706008030
Chandigarh 9256002024
Chennai 8939777224
Coimbatore 8110967668
Cuttack 7894013095
Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620
Dehradun 9236510116
Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515
Delhi Kingsway 9268561517
Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952
Delhi Munirka 9210092245
Delhi Rohini 9250239674
Deoria 9208248122
Dhanbad 9204979723/24
Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987
Etah 9208237386
Faizabad 9235253421
Faridabad 9643396140
Farrukhabad 7706008029
Fatehpur 9554330811
Firozabad 9208235736
Gaya 9204311416
Ghaziabad 9212229752/24
Ghazipur 9208244539
Gonda 9208250778
Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892
Gurgaon 9643396139
Guwahati 8134935078
Gwalior 9229174910
Haldwani 9208256021
Hardoi 9208248208
Haridwar 7706008034
Hisar 9253678050
Hoshangabad 8358831338
Hyderabad 9247749865 /8790034792
Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar 7032410704/ 9032168413

Indore- 
Bhawarkuan 7581800954

Indore 7581800952
Jabalpur 9229174905
Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894
Jammu 9419305561
Jamshedpur 8877187640
Jaunpur 9208244355
Jhalandhar 8557088164
Jhansi 9235253424
Jodhpur 9636512855
Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484
Kanpur 
Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133
Karnal 8930175568
Kolkata 8017652042/45
Kurukshetra 9253678053
Lakhimpur 9208251562
Lucknow 
Alambagh Po 9235253521

Mastercard, PayPal expand partnership into Asia Pacific
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Lucknow 
Alambagh Ssc 9235253438/66

Lucknow 
Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow 
Mahanagar Po 9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028
Mainpuri 9208241450
Mathura 9208235067
Meerut 9235253448
Mirzapur 9208243884
Moradabad 9235253442
Mumbai 9221944071
Muzaffarnagar 7706008032
Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614
Nagpur 9272273686
Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073
Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626
Noida 9953948834
Orai 9208237457
Patiala 9780859721
Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02
Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11
Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660
Pune 9225231629
Raebareilly 9235253412
Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438
Rajkot 9979316870
Rampur 9208255388
Ranchi 9204855313
Rewa 7415690904/ 7415690846
Rohtak 8930403886
Roorkee 7706008033
Sagar 7509219781
Saharanpur 9235253445
Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148
Shahjahanpur 9208256201
Shimla 8894100342
Siliguri 7602742939
Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514
Sultanpur 9208252915
Surat 9537360459
Tirupati 9581933099
Trivandrum 9645415029
Unnao 9208242493
Vadodara 9537589477
Varanasi 9235253419
Vijaywada 8886309897
Vishakapatnam 9966593419
Warangal 8142230661

Delhi police ties up with Uber to enhance women safety
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Legendary music singer Glen Campbell, best known for his 1975 hit ‘Rhinestone Cowboy’, has died

WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
2. Chairperson of Lok Sabha Sumitra Mahajan
3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
6. Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
7. Chief Election Commissioner Achal kumar jyoti
8. Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat
9. Director General, ITBP RK Pachnanda
10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
11. Foreign Secretary Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Shashi Kant Sharma
13. Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes Jus. Vangala Eswaraiah
14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
15. CBI Director Alok Kumar Verma
16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
18. Chairman, UPSC David R. Syiemlieh
19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Sharad Kumar
20. Chairman, UGC V.S. Chauhan
21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO A S Kiran kumar
22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy Sekhar Basu
23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India T.S. Vijayan
28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Arundhati Bhattacharya
30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Lalitha Kumaramanglam
34. Chairman, 14th Finance Commission Y.Venugopal Reddy
35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Devendra Kumar Sikri
36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
37. President, ASSOCHAM Sandeep Jajodia
38. Chairman, NASSCOM Raman Roy
39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
41. Chairperson, Children Film Society of India Mukesh Khanna
42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
43. President, CII Shobana Kamineni
44. President, FICCI Pankaj R. Patel
45. Chairman, National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda
46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
48. Chairman, Investment Commission Ratan Tata
49. Finance Secretary  Ashok Lavasa
50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Rajeev Rishi

Data as on 20th August, 2017
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 # Announced by Yuri Milner and Stephen Hawking, it is 
a USD 100 million program that aims to demonstrate 
proof of concept for light-propelled spacecraft that 
could fly at 20 per cent of light speed.

 # It also aims to send one-gram chips to star systems 
beyond the solar system in search of extraterrestrial 
intelligence.

Satellite launched to monitor climate change 
and vegetation, 02 August 2017

Two satellites including one dedicated to monitoring 
the effects of climate change on vegetation were 
successfully launched into orbit, Launch Company 

Arianespace said. They were launched from Korou, 
in French Guiana. The Vegetation and Environment 
monitoring on a New Micro Satellite or Venus  is a joint 
effort between France’s National Centre for Space Studies 
(CNES) and Israel’s space agency. 
Venus will photograph 110 specific sites across the world 
every two days for two-and-a-half years, charting the 
impact of climate change on ecosystems and agriculture 
as well as studying carbon stocks and plant evolution. The 
other satellite is on a reconnaissance mission for Italy’s 
defence ministry.

Israel Launches Its First Environmental 
Research Satellite, 04 August 2017

The first Israeli 
satellite for 
environmental 

research was launched 
from the European 
spaceport in Kourou, 
French Guiana. 
The satellite is a joint effort by the Israel Space Agency, 
under the aegis of the Science and Technology Ministry, 
and the French Space Agency (CNES) and was built in 
Israel by Israel Aerospace Industries. It is considered the 
smallest satellite of its kind in the world, and is built to 
survey and monitor large areas to study soil, vegetation, 
forests, agriculture, water and air quality and other aspects 
of the environment.
The satellite, which weighs only 265 kilograms and was 
launched on a Vega platform, was dubbed Venus, an acrostic 
that stands for Vegetation and Environment monitoring on 
a New (µ) Micro-Satellite. It will have taken one hour, 37 
minutes and 18 seconds to reach orbit, and two days to reach 
sun-synchronized orbit at an altitude of 720 kilometers. The 
first images Venus captures, which will show Israel, will be 
received in a week after launching. The satellite is meant to 
remain in operation for four and a half years, after which it 
will be diverted to a lower orbit.

Environmental research satellites have gained importance 
in recent years given the problems the planet faces in 
population overcrowding, decreasing areas for agriculture, 
pollution and natural disasters, and within four years some 
300 such satellites are expected to be in orbit. Venus will 
orbit the earth 29 times in 48 hours. It will produce dozens 
of photographs every day, each one covering 730 square 
kilometers. The fact that Venus will be able to take pictures 
of the same areas once every two days will enable it to 
monitor many environments, from the atmosphere to the 
depths of seas.

NASA’s Hubble detects Exoplanet with glowing 
water atmosphere, 08 August 2017

NASA’s Hubble 
Space Telescope 
has discovered 

the strongest evidence 
for a stratosphere on 
an enormous planet 
outside our solar system, 
WASP-121b. 
The discovery shows that a common trait of most of 
the atmospheres in solar system, which is a warm 
stratosphere, can also be found in the atmospheres of 
exoplanets WASP-121b with NASA’s Hubble Space 
Telescope. 
The program has been awarded 800 hours to study and 
compare 20 different exoplanets, representing one of the 
largest time allocations for a single program in the entire 27 
year history of Hubble.
This new research is the smoking gun evidence scientists 
have been searching for when studying hot exoplanets. The 
stratosphere is a layer of atmosphere in which temperature 
increases with higher altitudes. The discovery was made by 
an International team of researchers led by the University 
of Exeter by observing glowing water molecules in WASP-
121b’s atmosphere.

Four Earth-sized planets found orbiting Sun-
like star, 10 August 2017

Four Earth-sized 
planets have been 
discovered orbiting 

the nearest Sun-like star, 
which is about 12 light 
years away and visible to 
the naked eye.
Two of the planets are 
super-Earths located in the habitable zone of the star, tau 
Ceti, meaning they could support liquid surface water, 

Sri Lankan Navy commissions India-built AOPV “SLNS Sayurala”
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said researchers at University of California (UC), Santa 
Cruz in the US. The planets have masses as low as 1.7 
Earth mass, making them among the smallest planets ever 
detected around nearby Sun-like stars. Tau Ceti is very 
similar to the Sun in its size and brightness, and both stars 
host multi-planet systems.

Scientists develop world’s first plant-based 
Zika vaccine, 15 August 2017

Scientists from US have developed the world’s first 
plant-based Zika vaccine that may be more effective, 
safer and cheaper than other vaccines against the 

mosquito-borne Zika virus.

The vaccine was developed using proteins derived from 
Tobacco plant. Currently, there are no licensed vaccines or 
therapeutics available to combat Zika.

Key Facts

The plant-based Zika vaccine works against DIII, a part 
of a Zika viral protein that plays a key role for the virus to 
infect people. All flaviviruses have the envelope protein 
on the outside part of the virus. It has three domains. 
The domain III has a unique stretch of DNA for the Zika 
virus.

Researchers exploited domain III to generate a robust 
and protective immune response that is unique for Zika. 
First they had grown the envelope protein in bacteria 
then prepared the DIII protein domain in tobacco plants. 
The multiple immunisation experiments of the vaccine 
performed on mice shows 100% protection against multiple 
Zika virus strains in mice.

Significance: The plant protein-based vaccine uses 
smallest and most unique part of the Zika virus that 
can still elicit a potent and robust immune response. It 
produces a potent protective immune response against 
Zika Virus and also not produce antibodies that may be 

cross reactive for West Nile fever, Dengue, Yellow fever 
or others.

About Zika virus

Zika virus is vector borne disease transmitted primarily 
by Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, the same mosquito that 
transmits dengue, West Nile fever, Yellow fever. The virus 
has been named after Zika forest in Uganda where it was 
first isolated in 1947.

The virus is capable of causing serious birth defects i.e. 
neurological disorders and foetal deformation known as 
Microcephaly in which infants are born with abnormally 
smaller heads. Besides a possible link between the virus and 
Guillain-Barré syndrome (a condition in which the body’s 
immune system attacks part of the nervous system) is also 
suspected. It is also found that, sexual transmission of Zika 
virus disease is possible.

The worldwide Zika threat first emerged in 2015, infecting 
millions in South America. The World Health Organization 
(WHO) had declared the disease as epidemic and global 
health emergency but later revoked it after the outbreak was 
brought under control.

Earth’s Largest Volcanic Region Discovered 
in Antarctica, 18 August 2017

The largest volcanic region on Earth, with nearly 
100 volcanoes, has been discovered two km below 
the surface of the vast ice sheet in West Antarctica. 

Researchers from the University of Edinburgh in Britain 
found a staggering 91 previously unknown volcanoes, 
adding to the 47 others.

These newly discovered volcanoes range in height from 
100 to 3,850 meters, with the highest almost as tall as 
Switzerland’s 3,970 meters Eiger Mountain. These active 
peaks are concentrated in a region known as the West 
Antarctic rift system.

MobiKwik partners Bajaj Finance for Larger financial service pie
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India is world’s third biggest beef exporter,   
31 July 2017

India is the world’s third-
biggest exporter of beef 
and is projected to hold on 

to that position over the next 
decade, according to a report 
by the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) and the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation (OECD).
In the report, Brazil has been named the world’s top beef 
exporter and Australia is ranked second.
OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2017-2026 report, said 
that India exported 1.56 million tonnes of beef last year.
The report also said that the nation is expected to maintain 
“its position as the third-largest beef exporter, accounting 
for 16 percent of global exports in 2026” by exporting 1.93 
tonnes that year.
The type of beef exported was not specified, but the meat 
exported appeared to be mostly from buffaloes as the report 
specified the animal for imports by Myanmar from India.

Amarinder releases book on Khushwant Singh, 
07 August 2017

Congress leader 
Amarinder Singh 
recalled the crucial 

role played by noted author 
and journalist Khushwant 
Singh in defusing tension 
in Punjab after Operation 
Blue Star. 
The Punjab chief minister Amarinder Singh released a book 
on the noted author and journalist Khushwant Singh titled 
‘Khushwant Singh: In Wisdom and in Jest’. The book is co-
authored by Vijay Narain Shankar and Onkar Singh. 

India ranks 43rd in 2017 Global Retirement 
Index, 10 August 2017

India was ranked last at 43rd position in 2017 Global 
Retirement Index (GRI) published by French asset 
management company Natixis Global.

The index ranks 43 countries on the basis of four factors 
viz. the material means to live comfortably in retirement 
(Material Well-being); access to quality health services 
(Health); access to quality financial services to help preserve 
savings value and maximize income (Finances) and a clean 
and safe environment (Quality of Life).
The 43 countries include members of the Organization 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 

Burning Topics of the MonthMISCELLANEOUS

Usain Bolt finishes 3rd in World Athletics Championship

1. India ranks 43rd in 2017 Global 
Retirement Index.

2. The World’s Highest-Paid Actresses 2017: 
Emma Stone Leads With $26 Million.

3. Madhubala’s wax figure unveiled at 
Madame Tussauds in Delhi.

Amitabh Bachchan’s UNICEF ambassadorship 
extended for two years, 24 July 2017

Megastar Amitabh 
B a c h c h a n ’ s 
ambassadorship 

for UNICEF has been 
extended for another two 
years.
The World Health 
Organisation also appointed Bachchan as its goodwill 
ambassador for hepatitis in South-East Asia region to boost 
awareness and intensify action to arrest the epidemic.
The 74-year-old veteran actor has been supporting and 
promoting various health and related issues in the country 
such as childhood immunisation programme, tuberculosis 
and Clean India campaign.

Bengaluru 40th among top 50 cities for women 
entrepreneurs, 29 July 2017

Bengaluru may be India’s Silicon Valley but ranks 
at the 40th spot 
among the top 

50 global cities that 
foster high-potential 
women entrepreneurs, 
according to a report by 
tech giant Dell.
The only other Indian 
city in the top 50 tally is Delhi, that at the 49th spot, 
just ahead of Jakarta. Dell, as part of its annual Women 
Entrepreneur (WE) Cities Index, ranks cities in terms of 
its ability to attract and foster growth of women-owned 
firms.
New York ranked numero uno in the list, followed by Bay 
Area, London, Boston and Stockholm. Singapore was at 
the 8th spot overall, the only city from Asia Pacific and 
Japan region. The study ranked cities based on the impact 
of local policies, programmes and characteristics in 
addition to national laws and customs.
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International Monetary Fund (IMF) advanced economies 
and the BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India and China).
Key Highlights of 2017 GRI

 # Top three countries in 2017 GRI are Norway, 
Switzerland and Iceland. India ranks 43rd and has the 
same score compared to 2016 GRI. India also ranks the 
lowest among the BRIC economies.

 # India’s rank in all sub-indices is also in the bottom five. 
India position in all sub-indices is Material Well-being 
(41st), Health (43rd), Finances (39th) and Quality of 
Life (43rd).

 # India has the lowest income per capita of all countries in 
the GRI. Additionally, its score for the income equality 
indicator has declined compared to 2016 GRI. It has 
the lowest scores for all indicators within the sub-index 
including in insured health expenditure compared to 
2016 GRI.

 # India ranks first in old-age dependency, second in tax 
pressure and sixth in interest rates. Interms of governance 
indicator India ranks as the fifth worst among all countries 
in the GRI. It also has the tenth-lowest score for the bank 
non-performing loans indicator. India ranked last in the 
Quality of Life sub-index.

Madhubala’s wax figure unveiled at Madame 
Tussauds in Delhi, 11 August 2017

Madhubala’s wax figure inspired by her legendary 
character ‘Anarkali’ from the film ‘Mughal-
e-Azam’ was unveiled by Madame Tussauds, 

Delhi. Madhur Brij, sister of the late Bollywood actress, 
was present to be part of the launch. 
The figure has been created beautifully by the artists 
of Madame Tussauds. In the words of Petra, the studio 
specialist, it involved tremendous research which included 
meeting the family members and studying the photos and 
videos available of the celebrity. 
Prior to the museum, the statues of former cricketers 
Kapil Dev, singer Asha Bhosle and Shreya Ghosal have 

been unveiled. The museum is expected to be open to the 
common people by the end of this year.

Karan Johar, Sushant Singh Rajput win top 
honours at IFFM, 12 August 2017

Filmmaker Karan Johar, actors Sushant Singh Rajput, 
Konkana Sen Sharma and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 
emerged as big winners at the Indian Film Festival of 

Melbourne (IFFM) awards.
Johar was honoured with the leadership in cinema award.
Sushant was named best actor for his role in “M S Dhoni: 
The Untold Story”, while the best actress honour went to 
“Lipstick Under My Burkha” star Konkona.
The award for excellence in global cinema was given to 
Aishwarya.
Nitesh Tiwari won the best director award for “Dangal” and 
also shared the people’s choice award with “Baahubali 2: 
The Conclusion”.
The 13-day long fest will culminate on August 22 with the 
screening of Raveena Tandons film “Shab” and “Tramjatra”.

Melbourne most liveable city; Karachi, Dhaka 
among the least, 16 August 2017

Australia’s Melbourne 
is the most luxurious 
city in the world, 

while Karachi and Dhaka are 
among the worst cities in this 
regard.
This is revealed in the 
Global Liability Report of 
The Economist Intelligence Unit. According to the report, 
among the most luxurious cities living in Melbourne, 
Austria’s capital city Vienna was second and Canada’s 
Vancouver ranked third. From the fourth to the tenth place 
in the other top cities, Calgary, Adelaide, Perth, Auckland, 
Helsinki and Hamburg are occupied.
As per the survey, the least liveable city was Damascus at 
140th place, followed by Lagos (139), Tripoli (138), Dhaka 
(137), Port Moresby (136), Algiers (135), Karachi (134), 
Harare (133), Douala (132) and Kiev (131).
The rating quantifies the challenges that might be presented 
to an individual’s lifestyle in any given location, and allows 

Kotak Bank launched new forex service ‘Kotak Remit’
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for direct comparison between locations. Every city is 
assigned a rating of relative comfort for over 30 qualitative 
and quantitative factors across five broad categories - 
stability, healthcare, culture and environment, education 
and infrastructure.

The World’s Highest-Paid Actresses 2017: 
Emma Stone Leads With $26 Million,   
17 August 2017

La La Land 
the city and 
its celluloid 

namesake has been 
very kind to Emma 
Stone. At just 28 years 
old, the Hollywood 
star is this year’s 
highest-paid actress, 
banking $26 million pretax in our 12 month scoring period.
Stone has her earnings from the movie-musical to thank for 
the bulk of her payday, which also won her a Best Actress 
Oscar. Her portrayal of Mia, an aspiring actress and barista, 
garnered rave reviews and goosed the film to $445.3 million 
at the global box office.
She bests Jennifer Aniston (No. 2; $25.5 million) who 
continues to bank millions more than a decade after Friends’ 
conclusion. Former top-ranked Jennifer Lawrence comes in 
at No. 3, notching just over half her 2016 total. 

India ahead of China on Retail Development 
Index in H1 FY17, 18 August 2017

India has surpassed China in the global Retail 
Development Index in 2017, indicating growing 
prominence of the country as a preferred retail 

destination for global brands, says a report by real estate 
consulting firm CBRE South Asia.
Seven new global brands entered the country during the first 
half of 2017 and investments into the segment touched USD 
200 million, said the India Retail Market View Report.
Several hypermarkets, including Big Bazaar which opened 
new stores in Mumbai, Bengaluru and Chennai, expanded 
their presence, it said, adding that clothing retailers such 
as Max and Pantaloons were also active during the review 
period.
In terms of rental for the retail space, areas such as 
Connaught Place, Khan Market, and South Extension 
in the Capital and Park Street and Elgin Road in Kolkata 
witnessed appreciation.
While rentals in most other high streets remained stable, 
some high streets such as Linking Road in Mumbai and MG 
Road in Pune saw a marginal dip in rentals.

5 Indian-origin persons in Fortunes annual 40 
under 40 list, 18 August 2017

Five Indian-
origin persons, 
including Irish 

Prime Minister Leo 
Varadkar, have featured 
in Fortunes annual list of 
40 young and influential 
people in the field of 
business inspiring others with their work.
Fortunes 2017 40 Under 40 list is an annual ranking of the 
most influential young people who are under 40 in business, 
whom the magazine termed as “disruptors, innovators, 
rebels and artists” inspiring others.
The list has been topped by 39-year-old French President 
Emmanuel Macron “France’s youngest leader since 
Napoleon” who swept the presidential elections in May 
“obliterating the two-party system that had governed the 
country for generations.”
The Indian-origin persons on the list are 26-year-old 
Divya Nag, who oversees Apples ambitious ResearchKit 
and CareKit programmes that encourage developers to 
build health- related apps, Rishi Shah, 31, and Shradha 
Agarwal, 32, who helm more than 10-year-old health-tech 
firm Outcome Health and CEO and founder of non-profit 
Samasource 31-year-old Leila Janah.
In the list, Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg is in second 
place. After them, CEO of Airbnb and co-founder Brian 
Chaski, Nathan Blaherowschek, Joey Gabby Chothhe and 
tennis star Serena Williams are at seventh place.

Indian-origin TV star crowned Child Genius 
in UK, 20 August 2017

A 12-year-old Indian-
origin boy, Rahul 
Doshi has been 

crowned as the UK’s ‘Child 
Genius’ in a popular television 
quiz competition.
Rahul Doshi, who a few days 
a back became an overnight 
sensation after answering all questions correctly in some of 
the earlier rounds, won the Channel 4 show Child Genius 
by beating his nine-year-old opponent Ronan 10-4 in the 
programmes finale. The schoolboy from north London 
clinched the title by answering a question on 19th Century 
artists William Holman Hunt and John Everett Millais. 
In the final, Rahul impressed with knowledge of his 
chosen subject - Edward Jenner’s medical innovation and 
methodology in 18th Century England.

L&T signed first EPC contract with Indian Railways
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Payback appointed Gautam Kaushik as new CEO

NEW AND TRICKY
SUFFIX -  DESCRIPTION PARTS OF SPEECH MADE FROM EXAMPLES
Ish (pronounced Similar to something. Adjective Noun or Adjective brutish, dampish,
like -shhh)    fiendish, rakish

TARNISH (VERB):  tar•nish \ˈtär-nish\
Tarnish (third-person singular simple present  tarnishes, present 
participle tarnishing, simple past and past participle tarnished)
Definition of TARNISH
Transitive verb
1:  to dull or destroy the luster of by or as if by air, dust, or 

dirt :  SOIL, STAIN
2:   a :  to detract from the good quality of :  VITIATE his 

fine dreams now slightly tarnished.
 b : to bring disgrace on :  SULLY the scandal has 

tarnished his reputation.
Intransitive verb:  to become tarnished
tarnishable  (adjective) \-ni-shə-bəl\   
tarnished  (adjective)
Example- •  tarnished silverware
   •  the company’s tarnished image
Related Forms
•  antitarnish, adjective        • antitarnishing, adjective
•  nontarnishable, adjective    • nontarnished, adjective

Contemporary Examples (on surfing)

• A fraudulent election can tarnish a country’s reputation, 
threaten its stability, and deter investment and aid.                                                                                
—The Economist “20 July 2017

• Karras’s full-year suspension for gambling in 1963 
may have tarnished his Hall of Fame chances.      —
Mark Mravic, SI.com “The MMQB All-Time Draft: 
Who Got Snubbed? “19 July 2017

• On the other hand, the Democrats could choose not to 
work with the Republicans on removing Trump, and 
instead tarnish the party for enabling the president.                                   
—Jeet Heer, New Republic, “The Republicans Are 
Tainted by Trump’s Russia Scandal,” 12 July 2017

• At least two Republican lawmakers have criticized 
the president, as of Thursday morning, for tarnishing 
the dignity of his office. But they are demonized, 
their characters are tarnished.   —Ryan Osborne, star-
telegram,” 29 June 2017

By the virtue of Polysemy

Tarnish (NOUN) : [singular, uncountable] : a thin layer on 
the surface of metal which makes the metal look dull.

Example-       • a polish that removes tarnish

First Known Use:  1684

Word Origin and History for TARNISH 

(Verb)

1590s, from present participle stem of Middle French ternir 
“dull the lusteror brightness of, make dim” (15c.), probably 
from Old French terne (adj.)”dull, dark,” from a Germanic 
source cognate with Old High German tarnjan “to conceal, 
hide,” Old English dyrnan “to hide, darken,” fromProto-
Germanic *darnjaz (see dern ). Figurative sense is from 
1690s.Related: Tarnished ; tarnishing.

(Noun)

1713, from tarnish.

Other words related to suffix (ish)

ravish(v)-enchant   garish(adj)-gaudy

impish(adj)-naughty  feverish(adj)-excited

knavish(adj)-dishonest  ghoulish(adj)-cruel

frumpish(adj)-boring

TEST YOURSELF
Direction: In each of the following sentences there is a blank 
space given. Below each four words have been denoted by 
numbers (A), (B), (C), (D) and (E). Find out which word can be 
filled up in the blank to make the sentence meaningfully complete.
1. The ____ commander was cruel in battle and never 

showed pity to his enemies.
 A. knavish    B. frumpish    C. brutish    
 D. garish    E. donnish
2. Herman returned the suit that he purchased at Macy’s 

because it had a small _______ in the lapel.
 A. ravish     B. blemish       C. knavish
 D. ghoulish     E. faddish
3. The quiet librarian shocked everyone by wearing a 

_______ red dress to work.
 A. coltish     B. bearish     C. brutish
 D. garish     E. dampish
4. Hina was wearing a _______ saree.
 A. feverish  B. knavish      C. frumpish
 D. garish     E. ravish
5. The _______ criminal was always looking to see the 

fruits of his dark labor, which is why he didn’t bury the 
corpses of his victims.

 A. faddish    B. dampish   C. frumpish
 D. rakish    E. ghoulish
Answers : 1(C)        2(B)         3(D) 4(C)          5(E)
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August Kranti:
An Insight into Civility

Aadhaar made mandatory for registration of death from October 1

“Quit India” resolution of 8th August, 1942, marked a 
decisive moment in the history of India’s freedom struggle. 

Gandhiji found the tenet of Truth and non-violence put to 
most severe test. It was world war. The unrelenting colonial 
power bestriding on India; Axis forces are threatening to 
invade our land. 

In the midst, the freedom fighters were contemplating up 
on a humane methodology, beyond killing, destruction and 
betrayal to set all the wrongs right. And they proved them 
right coming out victorious, and gave humanity a unique 
civilizational learning.

Axis forces decimated the British and the Allies so 
thoroughly in the East Asian theatres and marched close 
to Indian border. There was a wide spread fear that Japan 
would any time invade India. Axis’ interest in Indian 
Territory was primarily due to the British presence here. 

In the absence of the British, it was believed, India would 
have been of least interest to Axis forces. 

The Mission led by Sir Stafford Cripps in the early 1942 
had offered what Gandhi quipped as a ‘post dated cheque 
on a bank largely failing’. 

The sole purpose of Cripps Mission was to convince India 
to support the British war by supplying the wherewithal to 
their army, soldiers in particular. The Dominion status it 
promised India in return after the war was quite vague and 
without a definite time frame.  

Indian Leaders felt deceived when the Mission announced 
that the British would hold complete control over Indian 
affairs in the mean time. This created a political urgency.  It 
was essentially a British war. 

They were turning India into a battle field using people as 
cannon fodder in a mission they had been only losing  and 

appeared to let us doom in the same way they did in the 
East. Trekking with the British anymore would be allowing 
ourselves to be dragged into a war in which we had no 
business to do, and siding with a party that was bound to 
sink and drown us along with.  

To top it all, our solidarity and sacrifices would be rewarded 
with the resumption of colonial subjugation. We could 
neither remain quiet for a moment. Even if we did not 
cooperate but stayed away from the war, we’d have ended 
up being a mute witness to the fall of India at the defeat of 
the Britain in the hands of the fascist forces. The compulsive 
situation demanded us to act. 

The national leaders chose to defend nation’s honor on their 
own; let the destiny of the nation be decided by our merit or 
the lack of it, and not by the despairing British. 

They called the British to ‘Quit India’, not for the sake of 
independence, but to extricate us from the perilous situation 
the British had led us into.  

We ought to tear away the British mask stuck on the face 
of India upon which the fascist forces are raring to fire.  
The national leaders and Gandhiji in particular had moral 
dilemma. It was part of Satyagraha ethics not to attack the 
opponent at their distress; it amounts to be a betrayal of the 
tenet of Truth.  

Whereas, in 1942, the British forced us into a pyrrhic 
situation, in which supporting the British is tantamount to 
siding with violence only to our own demise.  The question 
before us was, whether we should enter into war, if at all 
yes, why not on our own terms.

There was another dilemma; whether we could wage 
the whole war without our people turning violent.  
The explosive situation, Gandhi apprehended, would 
lead to widespread violence, if he called for mass 
satyagraha.

The year before, in 1941, when the negotiations failed, he 
took recourse to his avowed means and declared that the 
fight would be waged by only those who were nonviolent 
to the core.  And he called it Individual Satyagraha. And the 
Satyagraha would be decisive, he declared. Thousands of 
freedom fighters were put behind bars.  

However they were all released in a couple of months, as 
a gesture of goodwill by the British war cabinet, towards 
renegotiating war collaboration.

Post Cripps Mission, the situation was fast deteriorating 
that Gandhiji even reconciled to waging satyagraha against 
the forces even if it means few go astray on the way.  
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India’s First Heli-taxi service launched in Bengaluru

Thus out of that deep frustration was born the 
“Quit India” cry, at the All India Congress session 
on August 08, 1942 in Bombay.  In his resolute 
speech from the Gowalia Tank Maidan, he called 
it a mission to ‘do or die’ with the emphasis on the 
‘do’.  Even then, Gandhiji was particular on his 
position vis a vis the fascist.  

He did not want the people out of sheer bitterness 
and frustration to disgrace themselves by 
welcoming the Japanese invaders. It was for him 
a moral issue—an act of faith. Come what may, 
India must not lose her soul.

Gandhiji and over a hundred thousand freedom 
fighters were arrested within a few days. With the 
call for ‘do or die’, it was reported, Gandhi told 
his compatriots, he would go on fast until death, if 
put behind bars.   

Having heard this, Vinobha who too was arrested 
started fasting. He told his fellow inmates, ‘Ram 
commanded, Hanuman complied’.  Gandhiji had 
to send an emissary to end Vinoba’s fasting with a 
promise he would not fast himself.  The struggle 
was fortified with iron will yet humane.World 
opinion in India’s favor started mounting.  

The US President Franklin D Roosevelt pressured 
Churchill to give in to Indian demand.  Churchill used 
his trump card. ‘I would resign than concede to India’. 
In Pyarelal Nayar’s words, in less than five years the 
seditious slogan of August, 1942, became the official 

programme of action of the British Government, and 
before long even “Quit India” was outmoded and gave 
place to ‘Quit Asia’.

Thus Quit India movement gave India freedom and to 
the world a nonviolent method that works even in a dire 
situation such as the one India was placed in 1942.
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Finance Minister Arun Jaitley announced new ETF-Bharat-22

INDIA AT 70:
SUSTAINING SOCIAL JUSTICE

More than 16 percent of our population comprises of 
the scheduled castes. Owing to a long history of social 
exclusion, a section of our society was not exposed to 
opportunities of personal growth and development. 
This section was called ‘Depressed classes’ by Babasaheb 
Ambedkar. Coming from the same social background 
Babasaheb was cognizant of the needs and challenges of 
the community. In course of his public life, Babasaheb 
scaled great heights of achievement. After being educated 
at institutions of eminence worldwide, he came back 
to homeland to work in the furtherance of interest of the 
community.
Being the chairperson of the drafting committee of the 
constitution of India, he ensured special preference is given 
in education and employment to people coming from the 
so-called depressed classes. Apart from affirmative action 
in specific sectors, he also ensured political representation 
of socially and politically deprived segments of our society 
through reservation of seats in union parliament and state 
legislatures. 
However no such measures were adopted in nomination to 
the upper house of the parliament (Rajya Sabha) and the 
state legislative councils.

Dalit Icons
History is often a product of interactions between individuals 
and circumstances. 
Similarly, Dalit history is fraught with examples of heroes 
and heroines who successfully contested the challenges 
thrown upon them by the prevailing social order and 
emerged subsequently with renewed strength. 
Dakshayani Velayudhan was a first Dalit woman to be a 
member in the constituent assembly of India that went on to 
draft the Constitution of this country. 
Babu Jagjivan Ram again was the member of the first union 
cabinet of independent India. 
He played a stellar role as defense minister of India during 
the 1971 war that led to birth of a new nation. 

Gary Bass, noted American diplomat and author of ‘The 
Blood Telegram’, refers to him as the most hawkish defense 
minister. 
Likewise, there are many legends who sacrificed their 
present in the interest of the future of the Dalit community.

Constitutional Safeguards 
Globally, there are strong constitutional measures to ensure 
justice to the weaker segments of the society. 
American society is hugely diverse in nature. 
Historically, American citizens who are of African- 
American origin have had suffered unfortunate predicament 
by the dominant nativists. 
Keeping this in mind, American policy makers had 
made clauses for ‘Affirmative Action’ and ‘Positive 
Discrimination’. 
Such policy measures are usually envisioned to warrant 
effective representation in key areas and equitable 
distribution of national resources. 
Indian experience also entails similar constitutional scheme 
to empower those who were left behind in the course of 
history of our nation. 
There are many important provisions enshrined in the 
constitution for the same.
Article 17 is a considered a pioneering effort towards 
bringing social reforms. 
By enacting this Article, the government of independent 
India acted earnestly to abolish the scourge of social 
discrimination. 
The Constitution-makers not only provided for criminalizing 
any form of social discrimination but also punishing those 
who practice such discriminations.
Similarly, Article 46 states, “The state shall promote with 
special care the educational and economic interest of the 
weaker sections of the people, and in particular, of the 
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect 
them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation.” 
To achieve this objective, Article 15(4) empowers the State 
to make special provisions for the advancement of any 
socially and educationally backward class of the citizens 
and for SCs. 
This article enabled the State to reserve seats for SCs in 
educational institutions.
Article 335 is an enabling provision which allows relaxation 
in qualifying marks for admission in educational institutes 
or promotions for SCs/STs. 
Similarly, Article 243D mentions reservation of seats for 
the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in every 
Panchayat.
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India signs loan agreement with AIIB for Financing of US$ 329 million for Gujarat Rural Roads Project

While Article 243T provides for reservation of seats for 
the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in every 
Municipality, Article 330 makes provision reservation of 
seats for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in 
the House of the People and Article 332 in the Legislative 
Assemblies of the States.
The Scheduled Caste and Schedule Tribe (Prevention 
of Atrocities) act, 1989 is another protective legislation 
intended for providing a legislative umbrella against caste 
based violence and discrimination. 
Only recently some important amendments were effectuated 
by adding more teeth to it. 
The list of offences inflicted upon the person from socially 
deprived communities has been made more exhaustive like 
garlanding with footwear, imposing or threatening a social 
or economic boycott etc. 
This amendment has also added a separate chapter according 
rights to victims and witnesses.

The Way Ahead:
The key initiatives undertaken by the Union Government 
for social and economic security are enumerated below:-

Financial Inclusion of the Poor: Prime Minister Jan 
Dhan Yojana.  

This is a very significant scheme that strives to end Financial 
Untouchability by ensuring that the economically weaker 
sections have access to bank accounts.

Expansion of Social Security Net 
This has been achieved through Pradhan Mantri Suraksha 
Bima Yojana (Accident Insurance), Atal Pension Yojana 

(Unorganized Sector) and Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti 
Yojana (Life Insurance), which provide social and economic 
security to the marginalized sections of the society.
Stand up India- This scheme was recently launched 
to boost the spirit of entrepreneurship among the most 
vulnerable groups of the society. 
The specific groups are Scheduled caste, scheduled tribes 
and women. 
Under the umbrella of this scheme every single branch of a 
public sector bank is asked to support one entrepreneur each 
from women and SC/ST. category.
Declaration of Panchtirth by GoI- The government of India 
has decided to dedicate 5 key places related with Babasaheb 
as Panchtirth which means places of pilgrimage to inspire 
the present generation Dalits. 
The state government of Madhya Pradesh has established 
a grand memorial at Mhow, the birthplace of Babasaheb. 
Government of Maharashtra has purchased the house 
situated at 10, King Henry Road in London where 
Babasaheb pursued his higher education. 
The Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi inaugurated this 
during his visit to the city in 2015.
These schemes clearly highlight that the present government 
is committed to the cause of upliftment of Dalits and other 
disadvantaged sections of the population. 
As outlined, various landmark initiatives have been initiated 
under the present regime to eliminate poverty and empower 
the weaker sections of the society.
Much has been done, much needs to be done.
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India’s first private missile sub systems production facility inaugurated at Hyderabad

JOURNEY OF INDIA’S 
CENTRAL BANK

The Reserve Bank of India was established in 1935, as the country’s central bank.  The sub-committee of the First Round 
Table Conference said that efforts should be made to establish on sure foundation and free from any political influence, a 
Reserve Bank which will be entrusted with the management of the currency and exchange. 

Sir Osborne Smith was appointed as the first Governor of the Reserve Bank of India.  The appointment was to ensure that 
the first Governor of the Reserve Bank would be a person on whom the Bank of England could rely and from whom they 
could expect unquestioning cooperation. Sir Osborne Smith resigned in 1936 citing Government’s attempts to dominate 
the RBI. 

The main causes of Sir Osborne Smith’s resignation were, apart from his temperamental incompatibility, the serious 
differences of opinion which arose between him and the Finance Member over the lowering of the Bank rate and the 
management of the Bank’s investments. On August 11, 1943 Sir C.D.Deshmukh ICS was appointed as the first Indian 
Governor, of the Reserve Bank of India at the young age of 47.  

He represented India at the Bretton Woods Conference in 1944 for creation of the IMF and World Bank which India joined 
as an Original member. The Reserve Bank of India was nationalized and brought into public ownership. On July 1, 1949 
Sir Benegal Rama Rau was appointed as Governor RBI. In 1951, the RBI increased the interest rates to 3.5 percent from 3 
percent at which it had remained since 1935. 

On 12th December 1956, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru addressed 
Governor RBI Sir Benegal Rama Rau on a memorandum circulated by 
the Governor to the Directors of RBI on the Finance Bill.  The 
Prime Minister said “I have read this memorandum with great 
surprise.  Apart from the contents of this memorandum, the 
whole approach appears to me to be improper.  It is if I 
may use the words, an agitational approach against the 
Central Government. 

Monetary policies must necessarily depend upon the 
larger policies which a Government pursues.  It is in 
the ambit of those larger policies that the Reserve Bank 
can advise.  It cannot challenge the main objective and 
policies of Government.”  On January 7, 1957 Sir Benegal 
Rama Rau resigned from the post of Governor RBI.

In July 1966, the Rupee was devalued by 36.5 percent to 
bring domestic prices in line with external prices, to enhance the 
competitiveness of exports. 

The US dollar which was equivalent to Rs. 4.75 rose to Rs. 7.50 and the pound sterling from 
Rs. 13.33 to Rs. 21.  The Government declared a plan holiday.  In July 1969, the Government approved the 
Nationalization of 14 major Indian Scheduled Commercial Banks under the Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer 
of Undertakings) Ordinance 1969. 

This was followed by a major push to enhance Rural Credit came when the Regional Rural Banks Bill was passed in January 
1976.  The RRB’s were envisaged as state-sponsored, regional based, rural oriented commercial banks.The Balance of 
Payments situation changed dramatically in 1979-80. Inflation soared from 3 percent to 22 percent and the external terms 
of trade worsened significantly.  India sought a loan for SDR 5 billion from the IMF. 

The Fund program envisaged a reduction of the current account deficit by 2 percent of GDP and the ceiling on external 
commercial borrowing.  Through the program period (November 1981 to February 1983) the RBI followed a policy of 
gradual devaluation of the rupee against a basket of currencies. 

India met all the performance criteria agreed upon and made each drawing on time.  After 3 years, India had drawn SDR 
3.9 billion of the SDR 5 billion, leaving SDR 1.1 billion to be drawn.  India was again on the verge of an economic crisis 
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Netflix acquired comic book publisher Millarworld

by 1990. On August 27, 1991, the Finance Minister addressed the Managing Director IMF for an 18-month stand-by 
arrangement in an amount equivalent to SDR 1656 million. 

A memorandum of economic policies setting out the economic program of the Government of India for the period 1991/92 
and 1992/93 was also submitted. The Government indicated its willingness to enter into a comprehensive structural 
adjustment program, supported by an arrangement under the Extended Fund Facility.

In November 1997 the RBI was confronted with the challenge of handling the Asian Currency Crisis. The RBI introduced 
a series of measures aimed at absorbing excess liquidity without affecting availability of credit in productive sectors.  By 
2001, the RBI became a regulator of the money market. 

The automatic monetization of budget deficits was phased out with Government borrowing from the market.  The rupee 
was made fully convertible on the current account.  In the period 2000-2008, the RBI successfully handled banking 
supervision.  The RBI adopted a modern payments and settlements system for oversight of the financial sector.  Severe 
penal action was taken against errant banks. 

The RBI insisted on merger of banks with weak balance sheets with stronger banks to ensure that there were no private 
sector banks which did not meet the RBI’s capital adequacy requirements.  Since 1935, the RBI has been at the forefront of 
public policy and economic thought.  It represents one of the strongest Institutions of the Indian democracy.
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China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC)

Maharashtra Government to raise $270 mn from Green Climate Fund

What is China’s economic corridor and why India is 
opposing it?

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is about 
2442 kilometers long commercial project from Gwadar in 
Pakistan to Kashgar of China’s Shinjiang province. The 
cost of this project is being pegged at $ 46 billion.

China is investing so much money in Pakistan for this 
project that it is more than twice the amount of foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in Pakistan since 2008. This investment 
from China has been to Pakistan since 2002, More than the 
total financial assistance received from

Experts say that this will increase employment opportunities 
in Pakistan and will work to restore the economy of Pakistan 
in the worst condition for the last three decades. This 
ambitious project will be called “one belt and one road” or 
new silk by China. Road project is also called. The project, 
which started in November 2016, has laid the foundation 
stone of the four-lane vehicle route.

What is the purpose of this project?

The main objective of this project is to distribute oil and gas 
in less time through railways and highways. In this project - 
the development of roads, railways, pipelines, hydro power 
plants, development of Gwadar port and other development 
projects will be developed. According to the information, 
the Gwadar port is being developed in such a way that 
Pakistan will have 19 million tonnes of crude oil in China 
Will be able to send directly to

Why is India protesting?

It is being opposed by India because this corridor will be 
going through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (POK) of Gilgit-
Baltistan and Pakistan’s disputed region Balochistan. 
Combined with the combination of traffic and energy, this 
project will develop a seaport in the sea, which will open 
the way for China’s reach to Indian Indian Ocean.

Gwadar is situated on the Arabian Sea coast of 
Baluchistan. This part of southwestern Pakistan has 

been a victim of separatist rebellion for decades, 
while Kashgar is located in Xinjiang, China’s Muslim 
dominated area. Economic corridor will pass through 
the areas which attacked Pakistan Taliban fighters 
Because of this environment, India is also afraid of the 
fact that due to this project, in the area around India 
Fear of disturbance will continue.

How will China benefit from this project?

1.  This relation is for strategic importance for the Chinese. 
This corridor will provide the smallest way to reach 
China to the Middle East and Africa, where thousands 
of Chinese companies are doing business.

 Shinjianag will also get connectivity from this project 
and the government and private companies will 
get an opportunity to run their economic activities 
in backward areas, which will create employment 
opportunities.

2.  The US has tightened its financial support by scuttling 
Pakistan. On the other hand, China is growing closer 
to growing relations with India, China is engaged in 
deepening its relations with Pakistan. Wants to increase 
pressure on India.

3.  Currently, the only commercial route to China to 
reach the Middle East, Africa and Europe is the 
Malacca Strait; It can also be lengthened even during 
wartime.

4.  China is also trying for an Eastern corridor which will 
travel through Myanmar, Bangladesh and possibly 
India to the Bay of Bengal.

What will be the benefit to Pakistan

1. Employment opportunities will increase

2.  Infrastructure development will increase

3.  Dependence on the financial assistance given by the US 
will be less

4.  Attempt to put pressure on India due to China’s warm 
relations with Pakistan

5.  The economy will get momentum

Overall, it can be said that the China-Pakistan economic 
corridor is a new chapter in the direction of economic 
relations between China and Pakistan, and this growing 
intensity can become a cause of concern for India because 
China’s reach through this corridor is in the hands of India. 
The ocean will be there which can never be called good 
news for India.
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2017 Commonwealth Youth 
Games

“Dawn of cruise tourism in India” inaugurated in Mumbai

The 2017 Commonwealth 
Youth Games was the sixth 
edition of the Commonwealth 
Youth Games which started 
in 2000. They were planned 
to be held in Castries, the 
capital of Saint Lucia, 
but Saint Lucia withdrew 
in 2015, citing financial 
difficulties. 

Canada and Scotland both offered to host the games if no 
other nation was willing to bid. In 2016, Nassau, Bahamas 
was selected to host the 2017 edition. The games were held 
from 19 to 23 July 2017  During the opening ceremony the 
Prime Minister of the Bahamas, Hubert Minnis declared the 
games officially open.

Host city  Nassau, Bahamas

Nations participated 64

Athletes participated 1034

Events   96

Opening ceremony 18 July 2017

Closing ceremony 23 July 2017

Officially opened by Hubert Minnis

The 2017 Games features 9 sports 

Athletics  Beach soccer

Beach Volleyball  Boxing

Cycling   Judo 

Rugby sevens  Swimming 

Tennis 

Top 10 Countries in Medal table

Rank      Nation Gold Silver Bronze Total

  1     England   23   16    12   51

  2     Australia   14   14    11   39

  3  New Zealand    8   14     9   31

  4     Scotland    8    6     7   21

  5  South Africa    8    3     7   18

  6    Singapore    7    4     6   17

  7       India     4    1     6   11

  8      Kenya    3    1     0    4

  9     Canada    2    7     9   18

 10      Wales    2    6     5   13
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India entered the atomic 
age, more correctly the 
nuclear age, on 4th August 
1956 when Apsara, India’s 
first nuclear reactor, went 
into operation.  This reactor 
was designed and built 
by India with the nuclear fuel supplied from the United 
Kingdom under a lease agreement. Our second reactor for 
research purposes, CIRUS, was built with cooperation with 
Canada and went into operation in the early 1960’s. The 
research reactors were platforms for conducting research in 
neutron physics, studies in the behaviour of materials under 
neutron irradiation and for production of radio isotopes. 
The latter are very useful for diagnostics and treatment of 
various ailments, especially cancer, and also very useful in 
industrial applications, especially for the purpose of non-
destructive testing.
Electricity production 
using nuclear energy 
commenced in October 
1969 when the two 
reactors at Tarapur were 
put into service. The 
Tarapur Atomic Power 
Station (TAPS) was 
built by General Electric of USA and is now in its forty-
eighth year of service. Tarapur supplies the lowest cost non-
hydro electric power in the country.  India’s second nuclear 
power station came up in Rajasthan, near Kota, the first unit 
of which went into operation in August, 1972. The first two 
units at Rajasthan were built in collaboration with Canada, 
who pioneered reactors that could use natural uranium 
as fuel. They, however, required heavy water, present in 
extremely small quantities in ordinary water and can be 
extracted through complex processes.
India’s third nuclear 
power station came up 
at Kalpakkam, near 
Chennai. This station 
was designed and 
built by India, on its 
own. All the material 
and equipment were 
produced in the country. This was a huge challenge as 
Indian industry at that time, had no experience in making 
complex equipment required for nuclear applications. 
Special materials like nuclear fuel, zirconium 
components and heavy water production required 
extensive work in the laboratories of the Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre (BARC). Pilot plants were built and 
later scaled up to industrial plants. Industry had to be 
trained in special manufacturing processes and novel 

quality testing procedures introduced. Thus, when the 
first unit of the Madras Atomic Power Station (MAPS) 
started up in July 1983, India joined a small group of 
countries which could design and build nuclear power 
units on their own.
Our fourth nuclear power station came up at Narora, 
on the banks of river Ganga. This site has experienced 
earthquakes in the vicinity. So we evolved designs capable 
of withstanding any foreseeable earthquake that could visit 
the site. We also standardized the design of a 220 MW unit 
that could be built at a number of sites in the country. The 
first unit of Narora started up in October 1989. In the next 
twenty years, India built and commissioned eleven 220 
MW units and two 540 MW units, all based on its own 
technology called ‘Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors’. To 
accomplish this task, India also built up a strong heavy water 
production capability and fuel production, including mining 
of uranium in Jharkhand. Indian industry was mobilized 
to produce the entire range of equipment and materials to 
support the nuclear power programme.
Since India was keen to augment the nuclear capacity 
rapidly, it entered into a collaboration with the former Soviet 
Union in 1988 to build two 1000 MW reactor power units 
using enriched uranium as fuel. Due to the implosion of the 
Soviet Union in 1990 and the economic difficulties India 
faced at the time, the Indo-Russian project was put on the 
back burner. In 1998, India and Russia decided to embark on 
this project, and work at site commenced in 2003. When the 
commissioning activities on the first unit were in progress, 
the accident in Fukushima, Japan, occurred in March 2011. 
This triggered a strong opposition to the project amongst 
people living in the neighborhood. It took considerable time 
and patient explaining to inform the public at large about 
the safety features at Kudankulam and also how the site 
conditions there were completely different from those at 
the Japanese site. The first unit at Kudankulam went into 
operation in 2014 and the second in 2016.
India now has twenty-one reactor units in service. The first 
unit at Rajasthan supplied by Canada has been out of service 
due to some equipment deficiencies. The other units with a 
total capacity of 6700 MW have been operating reliably. 
The plant load factor for the five years from 2011 to 2016 
has been about 78%. The nuclear power units have been 
supplying power at Rs. 2 to Rs. 3.50 per kwh (Kilowatt 
hour). In fact the cost of power from Tarapur has been less 
than Rs. 1/kwh. For Kudankulam units 1 and 2, it is about 
Rs. 4 per kwh.
The cost of installing Indian designed and built nuclear 
power unit is about Rs. 16.5 crores/MW. For the Russian 
reactors, the cost is about Rs. 22 crores/MW. Since the 
fuelling cost of the Russian reactors is lower than those of 
the Indian reactors, both of them produce power at about 

India’s Atomic Energy 
Programme

Joshna and Dipika get bronze at World Doubles Squash Championship
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Rs. 5/kwh. This cost, when escalated to the time horizon of 
2023-24, will come to about Rs. 6.5 per kwh. Coal based 
power in regions far away from coalfields would cost more 
in the same time horizon. Solar power for recent projects 
costs about Rs. 2.5/kwh, but an expenditure of Rs. 2 /kwh is 
needed to connect the solar  units to the grid system, taking 
the total cost to Rs. 4.5/kwh.
India signed cooperation agreements with the USA and 
France in 2008 and they provided for building nuclear 
power units designed in these countries to be set up in India. 
Negotiations have been going on from then on. However, 
the leading nuclear power plant builder in the US, namely 
Westinghouse filed for bankruptcy a few months ago. 
AREVA of France lost a lot of money on their nuclear 
fuel business following the Fukushima accident. The 
French government allocated the nuclear reactor business 
to their national electric utility, Electricite’ de France. 
There is considerable uncertainty, therefore, with regard to 
cooperation with USA and France.
Given this scenario, the Government of India decided to 
build ten India designed 700 MW Pressurized Heavy Water 
Reactors in June 2017. The Nuclear Power Corporation 
had scaled up the 540 MW size units to 700 MW and 
started work, two at Kakrapara (Units 3 and 4) and two 
at Rajasthan (Units 7 and 8). This is one of the biggest 
single commitments in nuclear power, after the Fukushima 
accident of 2011. This programme will provide Indian 
industry with sustained workload for a period of a decade 
and establish India firmly as an important player in this 
field.

Work has commenced on Units 3, 4, 5 and 6 at 
Kudankulam. Russia has offered to build six 1200 MW 
units at a second site to be identified by India. As a parallel 
activity, India has designed the ‘Indian Pressurised Water 
Reactor’ of 900 MW capacity, using enriched uranium as 
fuel. Work on two such units may be taken up soon, to 
be followed thereafter by series building. At Kalpakkam, 
the Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor of 500 MW is in the 
process of commission. Two reactors of 600 MW of similar 
design may follow. The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
has completed the design of a 300 MW reactor called 
‘Advanced Thermal Reactor’ which would use thorium. 
Our long term plans to use thorium depend on fast reactors 
and thorium based systems.

Not elaborated in this article are activities in the field 
of research, reprocessing of spent fuel, development 
of accelerators and so forth. The department of Atomic 
Energy has been actively engaged in supplying radio 
isotopes to hospital and industry, in the use of radiation 
technologies for preventing spoilage of marine foods, 
spices and for enhancing the shelf life of onions, mangoes 
and other food articles, as well as in sterilization of 
medical products.

We may thus foresee, in the decades ahead, nuclear 
energy making an important contribution as carbon-
free energy, and nuclear technologies offering benign 
solutions in enhancing the quality of life of our 
people.

India’s Atomic Energy 
Programme

Essar Ports has signed an agreement with the Government of Mozambique to develop coal terminal at Beira Port
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Q.1  According to _____ poll, 
India’s GDP growth will remain 
in the range of 6.5-7.5 % over 
the next 12-18 months.

 (1) Moody’s  
(2) NOMURA  
(3) IMF  
(4) World Bank  
(5) RBI

Q.2 According to NOMURA, GDP 
growth in June quarter to be 
around ___ in India.

 (1) 6.1% (2) 6.2 % 
(3) 6.6 % (4) 6.5% 
(5) 6.7%

Q.3  Who has won the Hungarian 
grand prix 2017?

 (1) Sabestian Vettel 
(2) Lewis Hamilton 
(3) Valtteri Bottas 
(4) Daniel Ricciardo 
(5) None of the above

Q.4 Who has launched “Jiyo Parsi 
Publicity Phase-2” in Mumbai?

 (1) Vijay Goel  
(2) Dharmendra Pradhan 
(3) Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
(4) Smriti Irani  
(5) Narendra Modi

Q.5 What do I stands for in the 
abbreviation UPI?

 (1) India (2) Interface 
(3) Inside (4) In card 
(5) Insight

Q.6 Who has been appointed as the 
part-time member on IRDAI 
board.

 (1) Ravi Mittal  
(2) Vyas Garg  
(3) Subhash Chandra 
(4) Ravi Prakash 
(5) Vijay Sharma

Q.7 Who has been named as 
president for its India and 
SAARC operations  by Tech 
giant Cisco?

 (1) Ravi Mittal  

(2) Vyas Garg  
(3) Subhash Chandra 
(4) Ravi Prakash 
(5) Sameer Garde

Q.8 Ustad Sayeeduddin Dagar who 
died recently, belongs to which 
field?

 (1) Acting (2) Music 
(3) Sports (4) Politics 
(5) Photography

Q.9 Veteran Karnataka BJP leader 
B B Shivappa passed away 
recently, belongs to which 
constituency?

 (1) Sakleshwar  
(2) Vindhyeshwar 
(3) Kochi  
(4) Chennai  
(5) Bengaluru

Q.10 Who has won the ATP Atlanta 
title for the fourth time?

 (1) John Isner  
(2) Ryan Harrison 
(3) Adolf John  
(4) Sam Johns  
(5) Nicole Francis

Q.11 Sumita Sanyal who died at the 
age of 71 belongs to which 
field?

 (1) Acting (2) Painting 
(3) Singing (4) Dancing 
(5) Cartoonist

Q.12 Who has been appointed as 
the Tata Group’s chief digital 
officer by Tata Sons?

 (1) N. Chandrasekaran 
(2) P. Gopinathan 
(3) Aarthi Subramanian 
(4) Rakesh Mehra 
(5) T. Vikas

Q.13 What is the name of Chinese 
rights activist & Nobel laureate 
who died recently?

 (1) Xi Kshan  
(2) Liu Xiaobo  
(3) Nero Vadia  
(4) Chang Li  
(5) Mia Shan

Q.14 Jodhpur Guide Association 
is going to honour which 
Bollywood actor with honorary 
membership?

 (1) Salman Khan 
(2) Aamir Khan  
(3) Priyanka Chopra 
(4) Akshay Kumar 
(5) Shah Rukh Khan

Q.15 Google acquired an artificial 
intelligence start-up_____ to 
add new users to Internet.

 (1) Halli Labs (2) T-Firm 
(3) A-1 Labs (4) Hill Labs 
(5) MoS Labs

Q.16 What does E stands for in the 
abbreviation DEMU?

 (1) Easy (2) Easier 
(3) Economy (4) Electrical 
(5) Electricity

Q.17 India ranks ____ out of 157 
nations on SDG index.

 (1) 115 (2) 116 
(3) 114 (4) 110 
(5) 105

Q.18 Which Indian brand have been 
ranked fourth in the Top 10 
influential brands by IPSOS?

 (1) JIO (2) Fortune 
(3) Patanjali (4) Tata 
(5) Hindalco

Q.19 Who have been appointed by 
GoDaddy as Vice – President & 
Managing Director of India?

 (1) Nikhil Arora  
(2) Vikram Seth  
(3) Rajesh Yadav 
(4) Nilesh Mehta 
(5) Nikhil Gautam

Q.20 Who has been appointed to 
head Singapore’s Nanyang 
Technological University?

 (1) Suresh Chandra 
(2) Subra Suresh 
(3) Nikhil Arora  
(4) Pankaj Mehra 
(5) Lekha Acharya

Bangladesh will open a new diplomatic station in Chennai
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Q.21 Who became the second Indian 
to win a gold at the World Para 
Athletics Championships?

 (1) Sundar Singh Gurjar 
(2) Dhananjay Jhajharia 
(3) Deepa Malik  
(4) Sunita Gupta  
(5) Geeta Singh

Q.22 Who inaugurated the 7th 
Edition of KKM Memorial 
Gold Cup - Rural Football 
Tournament at West Bengal?

 (1) Rajnath Singh 
(2) Narendra Modi 
(3) Vijay Goel  
(4) Dharmendra Pradhan 
(5) Pranab Mukherjee

Q.23 Which airport has been ranked 
first in customer satisfaction 
Index Survey?

 (1) Bhopal Airport 
(2) Chennai Airport 
(3) Pune Airport  
(4) Raipur Airport 
(5) Delhi Airport

Q.24 Who has been appointed as 
the CEO of National Stock 
Exchange?

 (1) Subra Suresh 
(2) Vikram Limaye 
(3) Subhash Chandra Garg 
(4) Vikram Seth  
(5) Rajesh Gupta

Q.25 Who has been nominated as the 
Director on Central Board by RBI?

 (1) Shaktikanta Das 
(2) Nikesh Arora 
(3) Nilesh Gupta 
(4) Subhash Chandra Garg 
(5) B P Kanungo

Q.26 Former Augusta National chairman 
Hootie Johnson died recently, he 
hailed from which country?

 (1) United Kingdom 
(2) United States Of America 
(3) India  
(4) Iraq  
(5) Australia

Q.27 Indian Railways launched 
integrated mobile app______ 
to provide better customer 
services.

 (1) RAIL-YATRI 
(2) RAIL-DAILY 
(3) RAIL-SEVA  
(4) RAIL-SARTHI 
(5) RAIL-INFO

Q.28 _____ inks long term tariff 
contract with Indian Railways, 
to improve rail infrastructure.

 (1) TCS (2) Tata Steels 
(3) Infosys (4) Wipro 
(5) IBM

Q.29 Who has been recognised as the 
India’s Global Icon by Times 
Now ICICI bank NRI Awards?

 (1) Tamanna Bhatia 
(2) V Vijeyandra Prasad 
(3) Dr. A S Kiran Kumar 
(4) Subra Subhash 
(5) Nikesh Gupta

Q.30 US House have passed a bill 
on defence co-operation with 
which country?

 (1) India (2) Pakistan 
(3) China (4) Russia 
(5) Brazil

Q.31 MoU have been signed between 
Department of Defence 
Production and _____ for the 
financial year 2017-18.

 (1) BHEL (2) BEL 
(3) HPCL (4) OICL 
(5) HCL

Q.32 Who has set the world record 
in 100 metres sprint race and 
have become oldest athlete to 
participate in the championship?

 (1) Julia Roberts  
(2) Julia James  
(3) Julia Hawkins 
(4) Steve Wawrinka 
(5) Jane Smith

Q.33 Who has bagged the silver 
medal at World Para Athletics 
Championships?

 (1) Suraj Singh Gurjar 
(2) Ramesh Lal  
(3) Rinku Singh  
(4) Harpreet Singh 
(5) Amit Saroha

Q.34 Which city will host international 
‘Maharashtra Open’ tournament 
in January 2018?

 (1) Mumbai (2) Pune 
(3) Nagpur (4) Amravati 
(5) Nasik

Q.35 Bank of India launched ______ 
to overcome bad loans?

 (1) Project Connect 
(2) Project NPA  
(3) Rate Interest  
(4) Project Interest 
(5) Reverse Loan

Q.36 Who has been appointed as the 
Minister of Urban Development?

 (1) Smriti Irani  
(2) Vijay Goel  
(3) Dharmendra Pradhan 
(4) Narendra Tomar 
(5) Arun Jaitley

Q.37 According to the World Bank 
report, India is listed to be at the 
____spot in the fastest growing 
economy.

 (1) 1st (2) 2nd 
(3) 3rd (4) 4th 
(5) 5th

Q.38 Who has been appointed by 
Tesla as new independent 
directors on board?

 (1) James Murdoch 
(2) Linda Johnson Rice 
(3) Both 1 & 2  
(4) Smith Johns  
(5) Leander Jacob

Q.39 Who has developed first bio-
methane bus?

 (1) Tata Motors  
(2) Ford Motors  
(3) Tesla  
(4) Mahindra  
(5) Hyundai

Vijaya Bank has opened self-employment training institute in Indore
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Q.40 Nar Bahadur Bhandari who died 
recently belongs to which field?

 (1) Politics (2) Singing 
(3) Artist (4) acting 
(5) Writer

Q.41 Who has been appointed by 
Facebook as vice-president of 
communications for its multiple 
platforms?

 (1) Adam Smith  
(2) Rachel Whetstone 
(3) Julia Johnson 
(4) Caryn Marooney 
(5) John Key

Q.42 Department of Defence 
Production has signed a MoU 
with _____ for the financial 
year 2017-18 to boost revenue 
from operations.

 (1) GSL (2) GSRE 
(3) HSL (4) BDL 
(5) BEL

Q.43 What does R stands for in the 
abbreviation GRSE?

 (1) Research (2) Retail 
(3) Regain (4) Relocate 
(5) Reach

Q.44 An MoU of how much amount 
has been signed between 
Department Of Defence 
Production And HSL for the 
financial year 2017-18 ?

 (1) `600 crore  
(2) `1350 crore  
(3) `1150 crore  
(4) `500 crore  
(5) `750 crore

Q.45 Who is the chairman & 
managing director of Bharat 
Dynamics Limited?

 (1) Ashok Kumar Gupta 
(2) Shekhar Mittal 
(3) V K Saxena  
(4) L V Sarat Babu 
(5) V Udaya Bhaskar

Q.46  Who has been appointed 
by Apple as new Managing 
Director for Greater China?

 (1) Isabel Ge Mahe 
(2) Julia Smith  
(3) Rachel hetstone 
(4) Caryn Maroony 
(5) None of the above

Q.47 State Bank of India has 
launched ____ to boost home 
loans.

 (1) SBI Homes  
(2) SBI Reality  
(3) SBI Reals  
(4) SBI Loans  
(5) SBI Easy

Q.48 Who has been appointed as 
the 12th Chief Minister of 
Nagaland?

 (1) Shurhozelie Liezetsu 
(2) Prem Kumar Chemling 
(3) P M Acharya  
(4) T R Zeliang  
(5) Mamata Banerjee

Q.49 What is the name of the mobile 
app launched by UIDAI for 
Android phones?

 (1) mAADHAAR 
(2) mPIN  
(3) mUIDAI  
(4) mMOBILE  
(5) mID

Q.50 ____ is going to build Asia’s 
largest milk production facility 
in India.

 (1) GRS (2) HCL 
(3) Amul (4) GEA 
(5) GPS

Q.51 Cabinet has approved MOC in 
respect of tax matters between 
India and ____countries.

 (1) BRICS (2) SARC 
(3) G-20 (4) G-7 
(5) United Nations

Q.52 With which country India 
has signed a on cooperation 
in space technology in May 
2017?

 (1) New Zealand 
(2) Netherlands  
(3) Australia  

(4) France  
(5) Palestine

Q.53 According to NCAER survey 
report, which state has topped 
the list of states with most 
investment potential?

 (1) Maharashtra  
(2) Madhya Pradesh 
(3) Tamil Nadu  
(4) Gujarat  
(5) Delhi

Q.54 A report by ____ says, India 
is expected to achieve the 
projected growth rate of 7.4% 
in 2017 and further up 7.6% 
next year.

 (1) World Bank (2) ADB 
(3) RBI (4) IMF 
(5) United Nations

Q.55 What does D stands for in the 
abbreviation IRDAI?

 (1) Domestic  
(2) Defence  
(3) Deal  
(4) Development 
(5) Disaster

Q.56 Who holds the ministry of 
Rural Development?

 (1) Narendra Singh Tomar 
(2) Vijay Goel  
(3) Dharmendra Pradhan 
(4) Smriti Irani  
(5) Arun Jaitley 

Q.57 Which city is set to become a 
hub for animation and graphics, 
approved by the cabinet?

 (1) Mumbai (2) New Delhi 
(3) Chennai (4) Bhopal 
(5) Bengaluru

Q.58 With whom Ashok Leyland has 
signed an agreement to develop 
e-vehicles?

 (1) Sun Mobility 
(2) Mahindra  
(3) Tata Motors  
(4) Ford Motors  
(5) Tesla 

Gujarat first state to implement coal utilisation between power units
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Q.59 Who has been elected as the 
14th president of India?

 (1) Miera Kumar 
(2) Ram Nath Kovind 
(3) Pranab Mukherjee 
(4) Venkaiah Naidu 
(5) Ram Vilas Paswan

Q.60 Walmart India appointed ______ 
as Chief operating officer.

 (1) Devendra Chawla 
(2) Dharmendra Pradhan 
(3) Vijay Goel  
(4) Prakash Yadav 
(5) Nikesh Gupta

Q.61 Britain’s Jaguar Land Rover set 
to open first overseas engine 
plant in which country?

 (1) China (2) Japan 
(3) Russia (4) Britain 
(5) India

Q.62 The New York Stock Exchange-
listed ______ Ltd has signed a 
co-innovation memorandum of 
understanding with International 
Institute of Information Techno 
-logy Hyderabad (IIIT- H) .

 (1) Tesla (2) Invesco 
(3) Jaguar (4) Nestle 
(5) Wipro

Q.63 Who has been appointed as 
chief operating officer by 
Blackbuck?

 (1) Nikesh Arora 
(2) Nilesh Gupta 
(3) Lalit sen  
(4) Arvind Singhal 
(5) Prakash Gautam

Q.64 Which Indian-origin MP has been 
elected to head UK’s committee 
on immigration & visas?

 (1) Keith Vaz  
(2) Kamla Harris 
(3) Preet Kaur  
(4) Preet Kaur Gill 
(5) Yogesh Tondon

Q.65 The India-Japan Agreement for 
Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses 
of ____ has entered into force.

 (1) Nuclear Energy 
(2) Cyber Security 
(3) Law Tribunal 
(4) Water treaty  
(5) Defence Policy

Q.66 Who has been nominated by 
Donald Trump as Afghanistan’s 
Ambassador?

 (1) John Key  
(2) John R Bass  
(3) Smith Johnes 
(4) Jane Lee  
(5) Keet Harbour

Q.67 Which Bollywood actress 
would be honoured at Torento 
Film Festival?

 (1) Priyanka Chopra 
(2) Deepika Padukone 
(3) Madhuri Dixit 
(4) Alia Bhat  
(5) Kareena Kapoor Khan

Q.68 Who has been appointed by 
LeEco as its new chairman?

 (1) Sun Hongbin 
(2) Jane Keet  
(3) Luis Whale  
(4) Jon Kane  
(5) None of the above

Q.69 The government has approved 
`_____Crore for ICDS in the 
year 2017-18.

 (1) 14650 (2) 14560 
(3) 14680 (4) 14850 
(5) 14550

Q.70 Who has been awarded the 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
for his contributions as a 
Parliamentarian in the Lok Sabha?

 (1) Atal Bihari Bajpayi 
(2) Pranab Mukherjee 
(3) Narendra Modi 
(4) Lal Krishna Advani 
(5) Ram Vilas Paswan

Q.71 Who has been appointed as 
Joint Secretary in PMO?

 (1) Gopal Baglay 
(2) Vinay Mohan Kwatra 
(3) Raveesh Kumar 

(4) Sanjay Kothari 
(5) Bharat Lal

Q.72 Who is set to be appointed by 
the Ministry of External Affairs 
as the new spokesperson?

 (1) Raveesh Kumar 
(2) Gopal Baglay 
(3) Vinay Mohan Kwatra 
(4) Ashok Malik  
(5) Sanjay Kothari

Q.73 Who has been appointed as the 
Secretary to the newly elected 
president of India?

 (1) Gopal Baglay 
(2) Vinay Mohan Kwatra 
(3) Raveesh Kumar 
(4) Sanjay Kothari 
(5) Bharat Lal

Q.74 Bank of Baroda has signed a 
MoU with ____ for services to 
government’s e-marketplace.

 (1) HPCL (2) ONGC 
(3) HCL (4) DGS&D 
(5) Apple

Q.75 Who has been appointed as 
Managing Director of India 
Operations by Adobe Systems?

 (1) Shanmugh Natarajan 
(2) Raveesh Kumar 
(3) Goapl Baglay 
(4) Vinay Mohan Kwatra 
(5) Ashok Malik

Q.76 Who has been appointed as the 
White House communications 
director?

 (1) Anthony Scaramucci 
(2) John Kee  
(3) Kamla Harris 
(4) Preet Kaur Gill 
(5) Vijay Pal

Q.77 Who won Bronze medal at World 
Para Athletics Championships 
2017 in the F55 category?

 (1) Karamjyoti Dalal 
(2) Suraj Singh Gurjar 
(3) Amit Saroha  
(4) Pankaj Dave  
(5) Vikas Mishra

SEBI launches online registration for custodians of securities
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Q.78 The UN has selected ____as the 
data hub for the Middle East 
North Africa and South Asia 
(MENASA) region.

 (1) Doha (2) Dubai 
(3) Qatar (4) Kabul 
(5) Istanbul

Q.79 Peter Doohan passed away 
recently, he belongs to which 
field?

 (1) Acting (2) Dancing 
(3) Music (4) Sports 
(5) Politics

Q.80 Which country is going to host 
the GCCS 2017?

 (1) India (2) Italy 
(3) Iraq (4) Australia 
(5) France

Q.81 Who has won the US Open 
Grand Prix Gold tournament?

 (1) H S Prannoy  
(2) Parupalli Kashyap 
(3) Vijayendra Singh 
(4) Harinder Pal Sandhu 
(5) Sanjeev Kadam

Q.82 Who became first Russian to 
win the Croatia Open?

 (1) Paolo Lorenzi 
(2) Andrey Rublev 
(3) John Smith  
(4) Kete Parl  
(5) Adam Johnson

Q.83 Udupi Ramachandra Rao died 
recently, he belongs to which 
field?

 (1) Politics (2) Sports 
(3) Acting (4) Music 
(5) Science

Q.84 World’s First Autonomous Ship 
to be launched in 2018, what is 
its name?

 (1) Yara Land  
(2) Yara Birkeland 
(3) Yorkshire  
(4) Yara Ship  
(5) East Man Ship

Q.85 Kerala NCP president ______ 
died recently.

 (1) Uzhavoor Vijayan 
(2) P Swami  
(3) R Swaminathan 
(4) T Vijayan  
(5) Sanjay Kelkar

Q.86 Who won bronze medal in 
T42 category in World Para 
Athletics Championship 2017?

 (1) Sharad Kumar 
(2) Karam Jyoti Dalal 
(3) Varun Singh Bhati 
(4) Amit Saroha  
(5) Sundar Singh Gurjar

Q.87 Who clinched gold at 
Commonwealth Youth Games 
2017?

 (1) Sachin Siwach 
(2) Sachin Srivas 
(3) Ravindra Sharma 
(4) Pankaj Das  
(5) Rakesh Gupta

Q.88 Who became the youngest 
American to win the Golf-
British Open championship 
2017?

 (1) Smith Glen  
(2) Jordan Spieth 
(3) John Key  
(4) Roger Smith  
(5) None of the above

Q.89 World’s first wind farm Hywind 
to be built off _______.

 (1) Ireland Coast 
(2) Europe Coast 
(3) Scotland Coast 
(4) Switzerland Coast 
(5) Austria Coast

Q.90 India launched first R&D 
facility for high-end fuels, gas 
in______.

 (1) Gurugram (2) Noida 
(3) Delhi (4) Faridabad 
(5) Lucknow

Q.91 Who has been named as the 
captain of the team of the ICC 
Women’s World Cup 2017?

 (1) Mithali Raj  
(2) Harmanpreet Kaur 
(3) Poonam Yadav 
(4) Shikha Pandey 
(5) Jhulan Goswami

Q.92 Ram Nath Kovind took oath as 
India’s _____ President.

 (1) 11th (2) 12th  
(3) 13th  (4) 14th  
(5) 15th

Q.93 Who is set to join Alphabet’s 
board of members?

 (1) Sundar Pichai 
(2) Larry Page  
(3) Sergey Brin  
(4) Eric Schmidt  
(5) Diane Greene

Q.94 How many medals India won 
at the Commonwealth Youth 
Games 2017?

 (1) 10 (2) 11 
(3) 13 (4) 14 
(5) 10

Q.95 According to IMF what is 
India’s GDP projection for the 
year 2018?

 (1) 7.1% (2) 7.4% 
(3) 7.6% (4) 7.7% 
(5) 7.8%

Q.96 Which bill has been introduced 
by Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley to replace Banking 
Regulation Act 1949?

 (1) Banking Regulation  
     (Amendment) Bill 2017

 (2) Banking Regulation Act  
      2017

 (3) Banking Protocol 2017

 (4) Amendment Bill 2017

 (5) None of the above

Q.97 Yash Pal who died recently, 
belongs to which field?

 (1) Sports (2) Acting 
(3) Music (4) Politics 
(5) Science

Central Government approves 10 Namami Ganga projects worth Rs 2000 crores
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Q.98 What does E stands for in the 
abbreviation SHe-BOX?

 (1) Easy (2) Electronic 
(3) Easier (4) Essential 
(5) Economy

Q.99 Singapore-based private equity 
firm TPG’s senior advisor Ajay 
Kanwal is to join Janalakshmi 
Financial Services as chief 
executive officer, he replaced 
_______?

 (1) V S Radhakrishnan 
(2) P Vijayan  
(3) Suresh Kumar 
(4) Nikesh Arora 
(5) Nilesh Gupta

Q.100 Hindustan Copper Limited 
signs in MoU with Mishra 
Dhatu Nigam Limited to 
show joint collaboration in the 
production of ______.

 (1) Copper tubes 
(2) Nickel tubes  
(3) Both 1 and 2  
(4) Zinc wires  
(5) Nickel alloy

Q.101 Which country will host 
the men’s World Boxing 
Championship for the first time 
in 2021?

 (1) Pakistan (2) India 
(3) Iraq (4) Iran 
(5) Australia

Q.102 Former freedom fighter _____ 
died at the age of 96.

 (1) K E Mammen 
(2) Lal Krishna  
(3) Subhash Chandra 
(4) Gautam Prakash 
(5) Leeladhar Sharma

Q.103 What does E stands for in the 
abbreviation RERA?

 (1) Easy (2) Electronic 
(3) Easier (4) Estate 
(5) Eco

Q.104 Kent RO Systems have 
partnered ________ to mark 
the entry into the Middle East.

 (1) LuLu Hypermarkets 
(2) LuLu Joints  
(3) Landmark  
(4) Euro World  
(5) UAE World

Q.105 Which state government has 
launched ‘Apni Gaddi Apna 
Rozgar’ scheme?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh 
(2) Bihar  
(3) Punjab  
(4) New Delhi  
(5) Karnataka

Q.106 Which defence & engineering 
limited has launched two 
NOPV’s recently?

 (1) Reliance (2) HCL 
(3) HAL (4) Hindalco 
(5) Hindustan Unilever

Q.107 Who has been appointed as 
the executive vice president 
and to head the new business 
unit?

 (1) V S Radhakrishnan 
(2) P Vijayan  
(3) Arun Ramchandra 
(4) Nikesh Arora 
(5) Nilesh Gupta

Q.108 The Union Government 
introduced a mobile app 
‘______’ for road maintenance.

 (1) ROAD  
(2) AARAMBH  
(3) ROAD-MAP 
(4) ROAD WAY  
(5) Road Aarambh

Q.109 Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu 
died recently, belongs to which 
field?

 (1) Acting (2) Music 
(3) Politics (4) Science 
(5) None of the Above

Q.110 A renowned tennis player 
Mervyn Rose passed away, he 
hailed from which country?

 (1) India  
(2) Australia  
(3) England  

(4) New Zealand 
(5) Netherlands

Q.111 Mumbai Metro has launched 
India’s first mobile ticketing 
system by an app, what is its 
name?

 (1) AARAMBH  
(2) mAADHAR  
(3) OnGo  
(4) OnAir  
(5) GoMetro

Q.112 Who has sworn in as deputy 
chief minister of Bihar?

 (1) Sushil Modi  
(2) Narayan Shankar 
(3) Nitish Kumar 
(4) Sachin Pilot  
(5) Lalu Yadav

Q.113 S C Garg has been appointed as 
_____ on Asian Development 
Bank board.

 (1) Governor  
(2) Secretary  
(3) Joint Secretary 
(4) Alternate Governor 
(5) CEO

Q.114 Microsoft India has 
officially launched a mobile 
communications app for 
businesses and organizations, 
what is the app’s name?

 (1) KAIZALA  
(2) JHINGALALA 
(3) WORK HERE 
(4) WORK EASY 
(5) WORK TIME

Q.115 Dharam Singh, died recently, 
he belongs to which field?

 (1) Acting (2) Music 
(3) Politics (4) Science 
(5) Painting

Q.116 Who inaugurated Abdul Kalam 
memorial in Rameswaram?

 (1) Pranab Mukherjee 
(2) Narendra Modi 
(3) Arun Jaitley  
(4) Ram Nath Kovind 
(5) Pinarayi Vijayan

Britannia announced an investment of Rs 1,000 crore in Maharashtra
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Q.117 Which company is going to 
set up big innovation hub in 
Bengaluru?

 (1) Wipro (2) Accenture 
(3) IBM (4) Indigo 
(5) Air India

Q.118 Who has been appointed by 
GoAir as chief commercial 
officer?

 (1) Anand Sahai  
(2) Subhash Garg 
(3) Manish Gupta 
(4) Sachin Sharma 
(5) None of the above

Q.119 Name India’s second largest 
online travel operator?

 (1) GoIbibo  
(2) Make My Trip 
(3) Yatra  
(4) Jugnoo  
(5) IRCTC

Q.120 Paytm teams up with ______ to 
set up a gaming company.

 (1) AG Tech Media 
(2) Alphabet  
(3) One Plus  
(4) Go Air  
(5) Apple

Q.121 What is the name of the rocket 
which Iran has successfully 
launched for the first time?

 (1) SIMORGH  
(2) SHASTRA  
(3) ARYA  
(4) DOON  
(5) SPACE CRAFT

Q.122 Who has been appointed as 
Managing Director & Chief 
Executive Officer by Axis 
Bank?

 (1) Arundhati Bhattacharya 
(2) Arundhati Roy 
(3) Indra Nui  
(4) Shikha Sharma 
(5) Shekhar Sharma

Q.123 Government launched two 
apps________ to send alerts 

on earthquake parameters and 
oceanic disturbances.

 (1) Sagar Vani and India Quack 
(2) EarthQuake alert 
(3) mALERT  
(4) Quick Response 
(5) Check alert

Q.124 Inder Kumar who passed away 
recently, belongs to which 
field?

 (1) Acting (2) Music 
(3) Science (4) Politics 
(5) Sports

Q.125 Who became the world’s largest 
chip maker after beating Intel?

 (1) Apple (2) Nokia 
(3) Samsung (4) Microsoft 
(5) None of the above

Q.126 Australia is set to build one of 
the longest electric highways in 
_____.

 (1) Queensland (2) Canberra 
(3) Cairo (4) Sydney 
(5) Bern

Q.127 Who’s new book ‘The Ministry 
of Utmost happiness’ has made 
it to the Man Booker Prize list 
for this year?

 (1) Vikram Seth  
(2) Chetan Bhagat 
(3) Arundhati Roy 
(4) Leela Seth  
(5) Ravindra Singh

Q.128 Who has won three bronze 
medals in Asian Youth 
Weightlifting Championship in 
Kathmandu?

 (1) Nirupama Devi 
(2) Sheela Kumari 
(3) Preet Kaur  
(4) Jagpal Deep  
(5) Deepa Kumari

Q.129 Which country will host AFC 
U-19 championship next year?

 (1) India (2) Indonesia 
(3) Malaysia (4) Australia 
(5) France

Q.130 Paytm has promoted Senior 
Vice President to the 
position of COO, what is his 
name?

 (1) A S Kiran Kumar 
(2) Kiran Vasireddy 
(3) Suyash Goyal 
(4) Ramesh Gupta 
(5) Rakesh Chandel

Q.131 Who has become second Indian 
captain to score most test 
centuries?

 (1) Rahul Dravid 
(2) Virat Kohli  
(3) MS Dhoni  
(4) Sachin Tendulkar 
(5) Saurav Ganguli

Q.132 Who has set new Guinness 
World Records achievement in 
India by making the world’s 
largest basketball lesson?

 (1) Kevin Durant 
(2) Kevin Peterson 
(3) Peter Andersen 
(4) Mark Charles 
(5) Sam Dickens

Q.133 Country’s first unmanned tank, 
rolls out from the Chennai lab. 
What is its name?

 (1) Mantra (2) Muntra 
(3) Santra (4) Santro 
(5) Lira

Q.134 John Morris who died recently, 
belongs to which field?

 (1) Acting  
(2) Photography  
(3) Politics  
(4) Science  
(5) Music

Q.135 Who has given NPCI final nod 
to operate Bharat Bill Payment 
System?

 (1) Reserve Bank of India 
(2) Government of India 
(3) Cabinet  
(4) President  
(5) prime Minister

Britain’s tennis player star Andy Murray is on the top of ATP tennis rankings
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Q.136 Bengaluru ranks ____ among 
top 50 global cities for women 
entrepreneurs listing?

 (1) 10 (2) 20 
(3) 30 (4) 40 
(5) 50

Q.137 Who has been appointed as 
global head of equities at 
Reliance Capital?

 (1) Sunil Singhania 
(2) Nikesh Arora 
(3) Nilesh Gupta 
(4) Rakesh Sharma 
(5) Vikram Seth

Q.138 Which company is now 
listed to be one of the world’s 
most valuable privately held 
companies?

 (1) Apple (2) Microsoft 
(3) Facebook (4) Space X 
(5) Tata Steels

Q.139 NTPC has signed `6,608 crore 
loan agreement with which 
state government?

 (1) Rajasthan  
(2) Uttar Pradesh 
(3) Punjab  
(4) Gujarat  
(5) Andhra Pradesh

Q.140 Former Minister Ashwani 
Kumar has been awarded as 
Order of Rising Sun by which 
country?

 (1) China  
(2) Iraq  
(3) United States Of America 
(4) Japan  
(5) India

Q141. What is the theme of this year’s 
International Yoga Day?

 (1) Yoga for Nation 
(2) Yoga for Health 
(3) Yoga for All  
(4) Yoga for Wealth 
(5) Yoga for World

Q142. According to Fitch Ratings, 
what is India’s GDP forecast 
for the year 2018-19?

 (1) 7.1 % (2) 7.2 % 
(3) 7.3 % (4) 7.4 % 
(5) 7.5 %

Q143. Where did Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi dedicated 
POWERGRID’s 400 Kilo Volt 
(kV) Direct Current (D/C) 
Transmission Line?

 (1) Lucknow (2) Kanpur 
(3) Banaras (4) Gorakhpur 
(5) Mathura

Q144. Who has been renominated 
by India as its candidate at 
the International Court of 
Justice(ICJ)?

 (1) Dalveer Bhandari 
(2) Harish Salve  
(3) Khawar Qureshi 
(4) H.L.Dattu  
(5) R.M.Lodha

Q145. P.K.Kaw related to which field?

 (1) Sports (2) Politics 
(3) Medical (4) Literature 
(5) Cinema

Q146. Which institute has been 
selected as the first recipient of 
the prime minister’s award for 
outstanding contribution for 
promotion and development of 
yoga?

 (1) Parmarth Niketan 
(2) Ashtanga Institute 
(3) Shiva Yoga Peeth 
(4) Morarji Desai National  
    Institute of Yoga 
(5)     Ramamani Iyengar Memorial  
     Yoga Institute

Q147. Amrit Pal was a famous-

 (1) Singer (2) Producer 
(3) Director (4) Actor 
(5) Novelist

Q148. Who will provide USD 275 
million loan for a piped water 
supply project in Madhya 
Pradesh?

 (1) AIIB  
(2) ADB  

(3) NDB  
(4) World Bank  
(5) IMF

Q149. Who has won a bronze medal 
in the Under-7 category of the 
2017 Kenilworth Junior Open 
Rapid Chess Tournament?

 (1) Ahana Shah  
(2) Suhana khan  
(3) Sulekha Awasthi 
(4) Mousumi Rai 
(5) Ruchi Mathur

Q150. Who has been appointed as the 
youngest and the first refugee 
to become ambassador to the 
United Nations?

 (1) Malala Yousufzai 
(2) Selena Gomez 
(3) Muzoon Almellehan 
(4) P.V.Sindhu  
(5) Dipa Karmarkar

Q151. A Non-Banking Financial 
Company (NBFC) is a company 
registered under-

 (1) Companies Act, 1956 
(2) Companies Act, 1957 
(3) Companies Act, 1958 
(4) Companies Act, 1959 
(5) Companies Act, 1960

Q152. What are systemically 
important NBFCs?

 (1) NBFCs whose asset size is  
     of `100 cr or more

 (2) NBFCs whose asset size is  
     of `200 cr or more

 (3) NBFCs whose asset size is  
     of `300 cr or more

 (4) NBFCs whose asset size is  
     of `400 cr or more

 (5) NBFCs whose asset size is  
     of `500 cr or more

Q153. What does R stands for in the 
abbreviation RNBC?

 (1) Reserve (2) Residuary 
(3) Rational (4) Risk 
(5) Rotational

Larsen & Toubro got Mauritius Metro Project Order of Rs. 3375 crores
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Q154. Who rates deposit taking 
NBFCs for acceptance of 
deposit?

 (1) CRISIL (2) ICRA 
(3) CARE (4) FITCH 
(5) All of the above

Q155.  Collective Investment Schemes 
(CIS) is regulated by-

 (1) RBI (2) IRDAI 
(3) GOI (4) SEBI 
(5) NABARD

Q156. Priority Sector Lending(PSL) 
comprises of how many 
sectors?

 (1) 4 (2) 6 
(3) 8 (4) 10 
(5) 12

Q157. What are the categories under 
‘Agriculture’ in PSL?

 (1) Farm credit  
(2) Agriculture infrastructure 
(3) Ancillary activities 
(4) All of the above 
(5) None of these

Q158. What is the applicable limit 
for social infrastructure loans 
under priority sector?

 (1) 3 Crore/borrower 
(2) 5 Crore/borrower 
(3) 7 Crore/borrower 
(4) 10 Crore/borrower 
(5) 12 Crore/borrower

Q159. What is the applicable limit 
for loans for renewable energy 
under priority sector?

 (1) 3 Crore/borrower 
(2) 5 Crore/borrower 
(3) 7 Crore/borrower 
(4) 10 Crore/borrower 
(5) 15 Crore/borrower

Q160. What is the loan limit for 
education under priority sector?

 (1) upto 1 lakhs  
(2) upto 3 lakhs  
(3) upto 5 lakhs  
(4) upto 10 lakhs 
(5) upto 15 lakhs

Q161. Banking Ombudsman Scheme 
is introduced under which 
Section of the Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949?

 (1) 35 A (2) 36 A 
(3) 35 B (4) 36 B 
(5) 37 A

Q162. The Banking Ombudsman 
Scheme came into effect from-

 (1) 1955 (2) 1965 
(3) 1975 (4) 1985 
(5) 1995

Q163. The Banking Ombudsman is a 
senior official appointed by-

 (1) GOI (2) RBI 
(3) NABARD (4) SIDBI 
(5) None of these

Q164. How many Banking 
Ombudsmen have been 
appointed till now?

 (1) 10 (2) 16 
(3) 18 (4) 20 
(5) 21

Q165. Name the banks covered under 
the Banking Ombudsman 
Scheme, 2006?

 (1) Scheduled Commercial  
      Banks  
(2) Regional Rural Banks 
(3) Scheduled Primary  
     Co-operative Banks  
(4) All of the above 
(5) None of these

Q166. What is the new limit on the 
amount of compensation is as 
specified in an Award by BO?

 (1) 5 Lakhs (2) 10 Lakhs 
(3) 15 lakhs (4) 20 Lakhs 
(5) 25 Lakhs

Q167. The Banking Ombudsman 
may award compensation 
not exceeding _____ to the 
complainant for mental agony 
and harassment. 

 (1) 1 Lakh (2) 5 Lakhs 
(3) 10 Lakhs (4) 20 Lakhs 
(5) 25 Lakhs

Q168. What is the minimum limit of 
investment in Sovereign Gold 
Bond Scheme?

 (1) 1 gm/person  
(2) 10 gm/person 
(3) 100 gm/person 
(4) 250 gm/person 
(5) 500 gm/person

Q169. What is the maximum limit of 
investment in Sovereign Gold 
Bond Scheme?

 (1) 1 gm/person  
(2) 10 gm/person 
(3) 100 gm/person 
(4) 250 gm/person 
(5) 500 gm/person

Q170. What interest shall be paid under 
Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme?

 (1) 2.0 % (2) 2.25 % 
(3) 2.50 % (4) 2.75 % 
(5) 3.0 %

Q171. Which of the following statement 
is not correct wrt Small Accounts?

 (1)  Balance in such accounts  
      at any point of time should  
     not exceed Rs.50,000

 (2)  Total credits in one year should  
       not exceed Rs.1,00,000

 (3)  Total withdrawal and transfers  
    in a month should not exceed  
      Rs.10,000

 (4)   Foreign remittances cannot be  
    credited to such accounts.

 (5)  PAN Card is not allowed.

Q172. In context to Gold Monetisation 
Scheme, what does CPTC 
stands for?

 (1) Correction and Purity  
      Testing Centre

 (2) Corrosion and Purity  
      Testing Centre

 (3) Compounding and Purity  
      Testing Centre

 (4) Collection and Purity  
      Testing Centre

 (5) Catenation and Purity  
      Testing Centre

Banking Regulation (Amendment) Bill 2017 passed in the Lok Sabha
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Q173. What is the tenure of the 
short term deposit under Gold 
Monetisation Scheme?

 (1) 1 Year (2) 2 Years 
(3) 3 Years (4) 4 Years 
(5) 5 Years

Q174. Under Gold Monetisation 
Scheme, Who determines the 
rate of interest on the Medium 
and Long Term Deposits?

 (1) RBI  
(2) GOI  
(3) Individual Banks 
(4) All of the Above 
(5) None of These

Q175. What is the name of the account 
under which customers can 
deposit their gold in GMS?

 (1) Metal Accounts 
(2) Gold Accounts 
(3) Yellow Accounts 
(4) Red Accounts 
(5) Rich Accounts

Q176. BSBDA accounts were 
formerly known as-

 (1) Zero Account 
(2) Minimum Balance Account 
(3) No Charge Account 
(4) Zero Charge Account 
(5) No Frills Account

Q177. The Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises Development 
(MSMED) Act was enacted in 
which year?

 (1) 2004 (2) 2004 
(3) 2005 (4) 2006 
(5) 2007

Q178. A micro enterprise is an 
enterprise where investment in 
plant and machinery does not 
exceed-

 (1) 0-25 lakh  
(2) 25-50 lakh  
(3) 50 lakh- 1 Crore 
(4) 25 lakh- 5 crore 
(5) 1 crore- 10 crore

Q179. A small enterprise is an 
enterprise where the investment 

in plant and machinery is lie 
between-

 (1) 0-25 lakh  
(2) 25-50 lakh  
(3) 50 lakh- 1 Crore 
(4) 25 lakh- 5 crore 
(5) 1 crore- 10 crore

Q180. A medium enterprise is an 
enterprise where the investment 
in plant and machinery is 
between-

 (1) 0-25 lakh  
(2) 25-50 lakh  
(3) 50 lakh- 1 Crore 
(4) 25 lakh- 5 crore 
(5) 5-10 crore

Q181. In context to MSME’s what 
does I stands for in the 
abbreviation “SFURTI”?

 (1) Industries  
(2) Indian  
(3) International  
(4) Integrated  
(5) Indigenous

Q182. In context to MSME’s what 
does R stands for in the 
abbreviation “SFURTI”?

 (1) Refund  
(2) Regeneration 
(3) Refinance  
(4) Reserve  
(5) Reverse

Q183. In context to MSME’s what 
does F stands for in the 
abbreviation “SFURTI”?

 (1) Facility (2) Foreign 
(3) Fund (4) Family 
(5) Forum

Q184. The Credit Guarantee Fund 
Trust for Micro and Small 
Enterprises (CGTMSE) was set 
up by-

 (1) GOI (2) SIDBI 
(3) RBI (4) NABARD 
(5) 1 and 2

Q185. Under which section of RBI 
Act 1934, The RBI can act as 
the banker to Government?

 (1) 25 (2) 35 
(3) 45 (4) 55 
(5) 65

Q186. When was OLTAS system for 
Direct Taxes introduced?

 (1) 2004 (2) 2005 
(3) 2006 (4) 2007 
(5) 2008

Q187. What does CIN stands for in 
context to Direct Taxes?

 (1) Corporate Identification  
      Number

 (2) Challan Identification  
      Number

 (3) Channel Identification  
      Number

 (4) Crime Identification  
      Number

 (5) Client Identification  
      Number

Q188. What is the frequency of 
interest payment by banks on 
term deposits?

 (1) Monthly (2) Quarterly 
(3) Half yearly (4) Annually 
(5) Biannually

Q189. What does R stands for in the 
abbreviation “FCNR”?

 (1) Regeneration 
(2) Review  
(3) Revival  
(4) Rational  
(5) Resident

Q190. What does C stands for in the 
abbreviation “FCNR”?

 (1) Cumulative (2) Compound 
(3) Currency (4) Company 
(5) Credit

Q191. How much interest is paid 
under Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Yojana, 2016?

 (1) No Interest paid 
(2) 5 %  
(3) 7 %  
(4) 9 %  
(5) 11 %

Reliance Communications announced merger with Sistema Company
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Q192. Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Yojana, 2016 is related with-

 (1) Women  
(2) Black Money 
(3) Senior Citizens 
(4) Children  
(5) Enterprises

Q193. Under Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Yojana, 2016, When 
will the deposit be repaid?

 (1) 2 Years (2) 3 Years 
(3) 4 Years (4) 5 Years 
(5) 7 Years

Q194. In context to accounts, what 
does ‘B’ stands for in the 
abbreviation “BLA”?

 (1) Basic (2) Bureau 
(3) Bank (4) Bond 
(5) Board

Q195.  Under which of the following 
scheme government has 
allowed to deposit old currency 

notes which are now not a legal 
tender?

 (1) Pradhan Mantri Krishi  
      Sinchai Yojana

 (2) Pradhan Mantri Krishi  
      Kalyaan Yojana

 (3) Pradhan Mantri Vaya  
      Vandana Yojana

 (4) Pradhan Mantri Mudra  
      Yojana

 (5) Pradhan Mantri Garib  
      Kalyan Yojana

Q196. The 91 day T-Bill auctioned on-

 (1) Every Wednesday 
(2) Every Friday  
(3) Reporting Wednesday 
(4) Non Reporting Wednesday 
(5) Reporting Friday

Q197. The 182 day T-Bill auctioned 
on-

 (1) Every Wednesday 

(2) Every Friday  
(3) Reporting Wednesday 
(4) Non Reporting Wednesday 
(5) Reporting Friday

Q198. The 364 day T-Bill auctioned 
on-

 (1) Every Wednesday 
(2) Every Friday  
(3) Reporting Wednesday 
(4) Non Reporting Wednesday 
(5) Reporting Friday

Q199. The Cash Management Bill are 
issued for maturities less than-

 (1) 120 Days (2) 90 Days 
(3) 60 Days (4) 45 Days 
(5) 30 Days

Q200. Where is the HQ of RBI 
situated?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Chennai 
(3) Lucknow (4) Kolkata 
(5) Mumbai
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REASONING
Q.1-5. Eight person P, Q, R, T, V, W, Y and A are sitting  

around circular table facing the center. Each of 
them works in different banks - Punjab National 
Bank, Canara Bank, Bank of Baroda, Bank of 
India, Indian Bank, Indian Overseas Bank, State 
Bank of India and Dena Bank.

1. The one who works in Indian Bank sits third to the 
right of Q.

2. The one who works in Punjab National Bank 
sits second to the left of T. T is not an immediate 
neighbour of Q.

3. Immediate neighbours of Q and Q does not works in 
Punjab National Bank.

4. W and Y is an immediate neighbour of each-other. 
Neither W nor Y is an immediate neighbour of Q and 
T.

5. P is third to the right of the one who works in Bank of 
Baroda.

6. W, Y and Q does not work in Bank of Baroda. The one 
who work in Bank of Baroda does not sits immediate 
right of T.

7. The one who works in Indian Overseas Bank is an 
immediate left of V and to the immediate right of 
Bank of India.

8. The one who works in State Bank of India sits third 
to the right of R. The one who works in Canara Bank 
is second to the left of W.

Q.1.  What is position of Y with respect to A?

 (1) Second to the right (2) Third to the left

 (3) Fourth to the right (4) Second to the left

 (5) Third to the right

Q.2.  Who is second to the left of one who works in Canara 
Bank?

 (1) V

 (2) W

 (3) The one who works in Dena Bank

 (4) The one who works in Bank of India

 (5) Q

Q.3.  Which of the following bank does T works ?

 (1) Bank of Baroda (2) Canara Bank

 (3) Indian Bank  (4) Indian Overseas Bank

 (5) Dena Bank 

Q.4.  Who is second to the right of Y?

 (1) R

 (2) The one who works in Dena Bank

 (3) The one who works in Bank of Baroda

 (4) The one who works in Bank of India

 (5) Q

Q.5.  Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 
based on the given arrangement and so form group. 
Which is the one that does not belong to that group?

 (1) P, State Bank of India (2) Y, Bank of Baroda

 (3) R, Canara Bank (4) Q, Dena Bank

 (5) V, Punjab National Bank

Q.6-10.  A building has seven floor numbered one to 
seven, in such a way that ground floor is numbered 
one, the floor, above it, numbered two and so on 
such that the topmost floor is numbered seven. 
Each seven person P, Q, R, S, T, U and V lives 
on different floor, but not necessarily in the same 
order, Each of them travelling to different places 
viz. Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi, Jaipur, Kolkata, 
Mumbai and Patna, but not necessarily in the 
same order.

1. Only four person live on the floors below the floor of P.

2. Only one person lives between P and the one who 
travelling Bangalore.

3. U lives immediately below the person who 
is travelling to Mumbai. The person who is 
travelling to Mumbai does not lives on odd 
number floor.

4. Only two people live between Patna and Bangalore.

5. T lives immediately above to R. R and T lives below 
to P. T is not travelling to Patna and R is not travelling 
to Bangalore.

6. Only two people lives between Q and the person 
travelling to Kolkata. The person travelling to 
Kolkata lives below to Q.

7. S does not lives immediately above or below to 
P.

8. The person travelling to Delhi is not lives immediately 
above or below the floor of Q.

9. P and T does not travel to Chennai.

10. Q is not travelling to Delhi and Chennai.

Britain’s Adam Peaty sets world record in 50m breaststroke
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Q.6.  Who among of the following lives on topmost 
floor?

 (1) U (2) V  (3) Q

 (4) S (5) T

Q.7.  Four of the following five are alike in a certain 
way based on the given arrangement and so form 
group. Which is the one that does not belongs to that 
group?

 (1) Chennai (2) Jaipur (3) Bangalore

 (4) Kolkata (5) Patna

Q.8.  How many persons live between the person who is 
travelling to Jaipur and T?

 (1) Three (2) Four  (3) Two

 (4) One (5) None of these

Q.9.  Who among the following travels to Delhi?

 (1) T (2) S  (3) U

 (4) P (5) R

Q.10.  Who among the following lives on the floor 
immediately above the floor of V?

 (1) S (2) Q  (3) U

 (4) P (5) V

Q.11-15.  In each of the following questions assuming 
the given statement to be true, find which of the 
two conclusion I and II given below them is/are 
definitely true and give your answer.

1. If only conclusion I is true.

2. If only conclusion II is true.

3. If either conclusion I or II is true.

4. If neither conclusion I nor II is true.

5. If both conclusion I and II is true.

Q.11-12. Statement :

 C > V < R = N > T > Q, D > B > C

 Z = Y > N < A < E

Q.11. Conclusion :     I.  D > V

   II. Q < E

Q.12. Conclusion :     I.  Z > R

   II. Y = N

Q.13-14. Statement : 

 P > R < U = M < V = W,   N < O < T < U, 

          H > K = L > M

Q.13. Conclusion :   I.  R < H

   II. R < W

Q.14. Conclusion :  I.  H > W

   II. W < H

Q.15. Statement : 

 R > 9 > T = M < N = S; T > F > G; M = D > P

 Conclusion :  I.  P < R

   II. D > G

Q.16-17. Six students K, J, I , H, G and F each one has 
different marks in examination.                      
I have scored more marks than G and less marks 
than J. J have scored less marks than both K and 
F. G does not have lowest marks. G has scored 50. 
The third highest marks is 73.

Q.16.  Who among the following scored the highest 
marks?

 (1) K (2) F  (3) J

 (4) H (5) Either K or F.

Q.17.  Who among the following have scored 67 marks?

 (1) K (2) G  (3) I

 (4) H (5) F

Q.18-20.  There are seven family members Komal, 
John, Ishwar, Himanshu, Geeta, Umesh and 
Vineet, four of them are females. The family 
runs into three generations. The family consists 
of two married couples, three daughters and 
two mothers. Himanshu is the brother of 
Ishwar. Ishwar is the mother of Umesh, Vineet 
is John’s son-in-Law. Komal is the father of 
Ishwar. 

Q.18.  Who is the husband of Ishwar?

 (1) John (2) Umesh (3) Vineet

 (4) Geeta (5) None of these

Q.19.  How many children does Komal have?

 (1) One  (2) Two

 (3) Three  (4) Either two or three

 (5) Five

Q.20.  How is John related to Umesh?

 (1) Mother  (2) Father 

 (3) Grand Mother  (4) Grand Father

 (5) Wife

India to host 5th Global Conference on Cyber Space
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Q.21-25. In a certain code language,

 “rural and urban divide” is coded as “na  ku  zu  
la” 

 “gap in rural infrastructure” is coded as “kt  la  
vm  pi”

 “urban planning more important” is coded as “ti  
na  cu  bu”

 “more divide than gap” is coded as “pi  cu  dm  zu”

Q.21.  What is the code for “in”?

 (1) zu (2) na  (3) kt

 (4) la (5) cannot be determine

Q.22.  What is the code for “rural divide”?

 (1) zu la (2) la dm (3) pi zu

 (4) ku la  (5) cannot be determine

Q.23.  What is the code for “gap”?

 (1) dm (2) vm  (3) zu

 (4) pi (5) pi or cu

Q.24.  Which of the following may be the possible code 
for “infrastructure gap divide rural and urban 
planning”?

 (1) bu  ku  na  zu  pi   la  cu

 (2) vm  la  zu  pi  na  cu  ku 

 (3) kt  bu  zu  pi  ti  vm  la  

 (4) la  ku  vm  kt  ti  bu  na 

 (5) vm ku  zu  pi  la  bu  na

Q.25.  What is the code for “than”?

 (1) pi (2) dm  (3) cu

 (4)) zu (5) ti

Q.26-30. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below: 

 When a word and number arrangement Machine is 
given an input line of words and numbers, it arranges 
them following a particular rule. The following is 
an illustration of input and arrangement: (All the 
numbers are two digit numbers)

Input :   48 height 12 markers 92 knee school 27 barrier 68

Step I :  12 48 markers 92 knee school 27 68 barrier height

Step II :  markers 12 48 92 knee school 68 barrier height 27

Step III :  92 markers 12 48 knee school 68 height 27 barrier

Step IV :  school 92 markers 12 knee 68 height 27 barrier 48

Step V :  68 school 92 markers 12 height 27 barrier 48 knee

Step V is the last step of the above arrangement as the 
intended output of arrangement is obtained. As per the rules 
followed in the given steps, find the appropriate steps for 
the given input

Input :  84 layer 97 packet 50 damage narrow 76 33 tables 
leap 54

Q.26.  Which of the following represents the sum of the 
third element from the left end in Step V and the sixth 
element from the right end in Step II?

 (1) 105 (2) 130   (3) 114 

 (4) 147 (5) 81

Q.27.  If ‘damage’ is related to ‘50’ in the same way as 
‘table’ is related to ‘narrow’ in Step IV. In the same 
pattern to which element is related to ‘33’ in Step IV? 

 (1) 50  (2) 74  (3) packet

 (4) damage (5) leap

Q.28. Which of the following represents the element that is 
fifth to the left of  ‘layer’ in the last Step?

 (1) None (2) 50   (3)) packets

 (4) 83 (5) table

Q.29. In Step V, how many elements are there between ‘50’ 
and the fourth element from the right end?

 (1) More than three (2) None 

 (3) Three   (4) Two 

 (5) One

Q.30. Which of the following is the third to the left of the 
ninth element from the left end of Step III?

 (1) narrow (2) 97  (3) packet

 (4) damages (5) 75

Q.31-35. Seven person Z, Y, X, W, V, U and T are sitting 
in a straight line and facing towards South. Each 
of them likes different colours viz. Green, Blue, 
Red, White, Pink, Black and Violet, but not 
necessarily in the same order.

1.  Only three persons are sitting between T and the one 
who likes Black colour.

2.  Only two persons are sitting between T and Y.

3.  Only one person is sitting between Y and the one who 
likes Blue colour.

4.  V is an immediate left of the one who likes Violet 
colour and is an immediate right of the one who likes 
Black colour.

Famous American pop star Chester Bennington passed away
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5.  There is only one person sitting between V and the 
one who likes Green colour. 

6.  V neither likes White nor Pink. Only two persons are 
sitting between the one who likes Red colour and U.

7.  X does not sits extreme right end of the line and does 
not likes Blue colour.

8.  Only two people are sitting between X and Z.

Q.31. Which of the following colour does X like?

 (1) Blue  (2) Red   (3) Pink 

 (4) White  (5) Black

Q.32. How many persons are sitting between T and the one 
who likes Violet colour?

 (1) One  (2) Three  (3) Four 

 (4) Five  (5) None of these

Q.33. Who among of the following likes Pink colour?

 (1) U  (2) T   (3) Z 

 (4) Either T or Z  (5) Either U or T.

Q.34.  Four of the following five are alike in a certain 
way based on the given arrangement and so form 
group. Which is the one that does not belong to 
that group?

 (1) Z

 (2) The one who likes Green colour

 (3) V

 (4) The one who likes Black colour

 (5) The one who likes Violet colour

Q35.  If U likes White colour, then who is third to the right 
of the one who likes Pink colour?

 (1) X

 (2) The one who likes Red colour

 (3) The one who likes Blue colour

 (4)  The one who likes Green colour

 (5) Cannot be determine

Q.36-40. Each Question consists of four/three 
statements followed by two conclusions I and II. 
Consider the given statements to be true even if 
they are in variance with the commonly known 
facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow 
from the given state ments using all the three/four 
state ments together.

 (1) If only conclusion I follow. 

 (2) If only conclusion II follow. 

 (3) If either conclusion I or II follow. 

 (4)  If neither conclusion I nor II follows. 

 (5) If both conclusion I and II follow.

Q.36-37.  Statements:

 Some windows are rooms.

 All windows are doors. 

 All rooms are buildings.

Q.36. Conclusions:

 I.  All buildings being a part of windows is a   
     possibility. 

 II. Some buildings which are doors are windows is  
     necessarily true.

Q.37. Conclusions:

 I.   All windows which are buildings are rooms is  
     definitely true.

 II. Some buildings are not doors.

Q.38-39. Statements:

 Some grounds are greens.

 Some grounds are dry. 

 All greens are yellows.

Q.38. Conclusions:

 I.  All grounds are yellows is a possibility.

 II. Some dry are not greens is definitely true.

Q.39. Conclusions:

 I.  All dry are yellows is a possibility.

 II. Some yellows which are grounds maybe a part of  
     dry.

Q.40.  Statements:

 Some flowers are trees.

 Some flowers are plants.

 All trees are fruits.

 All vegetables are plants.

 Conclusions:

 I. All vegetables being a part of fruits is a possibility.

 II.If some fruits are also plants then they must be a  
    part of flowers.

Coconut regains tree status in Goa as Assembly passes bill
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Q.41-45.  Study the following table carefully and 
answer the following question based on it.

  In the following table cost price, Selling price , 
Profit( in Rs.) and profit percent is given and Some 
values are missing. You have to calculate these 
values as per data given in the questions.

Product  CP   SP  Profit %  Profit

A   38000  ----  ----     2000

B    50000  ----  15%    -----

C    ------  21000  -----    -----

D    30000   -----     ------   -----

E   -----  44000   10%     -----

F   32000    -----    ------    4000 

Q.41. If the earn profit percent after selling the article F 
is equal to the  loss percent  of C, then find the cost 
price of Product C.

 (1) Rs. 32000 (2) Rs. 27000 (3) Rs. 24000

 (4) Rs. 36000 (5)Rs. 30000

Q.42.  If the product B was sold at 20% discount Find the 
mark price of product B.

  (1) 75000  (2) 67750     (3) 72825  

 (4) 71875   (5) None of these

Q.43.  If the cost price of the product B is 20% more and 
sold it 25% less than selling price of A then find the 
profit or loss percent?

  (1) 50% profit  (2) 50% loss  (3) 25% profit  

 (4) 25% loss    (5) No change

Q.44.  If the profit of D is Rs.1000 more than the profit of 
A find the profit percent of D?

  (1) 10%   (2) 20%      (3) 15% 

 (4) 5%  (5) None of these

Q.45.  If the profit earn after selling 18 “F” type product is 
equal to the cost price of 3 of “F” type product then 
find the profit percent ?(Approximately) 

  (1) 10%   (2) 20%    (3) 15% 

 (4) 5%  (5) None of these

Q.46-50.What value should come at place of question mark 
(?) in the following question? 

Q.46. 129   221  349       519    737        ?

 (1) 1013 (2) 1011  (3) 1007

 (4) 1009 (5) None of these

Q.47. 507  645  747        813     843      ?

 (1) 847  (2) 837   (3) 857

 (4) 853 (5) None of these

Q.48. 679  800  ?       1258   1619      2148

 (1) 996  (2) 966  (3) 968

 (4) 969  (5) None of these

Q.49. 18 90 472.5  ?      14942.8125

 89656.875

 (1) 2596.75 (2) 2598.75  (3) 2589.75

 (4) 2598.57 (5) None of these

Q.50. 674  582 490  398  306      ?

 (1) 212  (2) 214   (3) 241

 (4) 224  (5) None of these

Q.51-55.What approximate value should come at place of 
question mark (?) in the following questions. 

Q.51. 1596.04÷75.94+20.892 - 13.123 = ?2+9.97 
483.87 101.02+ −

 (1) 15  (2) 19   (3) 100

 (4) 23  (5) None of these

Q.52. 27.27% of 799.97+7.99% of 1599.96 + 50.09% of 
529.33 = ?

 (1) 565  (2) 580   (3) 585

 (4) 609  (5) None of these

Q.53. 19.03× 1849.87÷25.007-(7.09)3 = ?×10

 (1) 100  (2) 106   (3) 113

 (4) 118  (5) None of these

Q.54. 
31764.09 997.87 899.89 442.009− − ÷

 
3224.994 21952.06 ?+ + =

 (1) -379 (2) -397   (3) -357

 (4) 397  (5) None of these

NUMERICAL ABILITY

Bangalore launches India’s first ever Heli-taxi service
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Q.55. ( )244.95 54.05
? 481.02 19.007

161.89 360.07
× × + +

 = -373.89+12.023

 (1) 12231 (2) 12322   (3) 12312

 (4) 13212 (5) None of these

Q.56-60.Read the following passage carefully to answer the 
questions asked.

  In Uttar Pradesh there are total 4400 players who 
plays four different games ie.- Hockey, Football, 
Cricket and Vollyball. Each player plays only one 

game 3
11

of total players play. Cricket and the ratio 

of male to females playing cricket is 2 : 1. Number 
of male players playing Vollyball is 37.5% less 
than the number of male Cricket players. Ratio 
of male players playing Hockey and Football is 
9 : 13. Number of female Hockey players is same 
as number of male Vollyball players. Number of 
female Football players is 200 more than the number 
of female Vollyball players. Total number of male 
players is 20% more than the total number of female 
players.

Q.56. Find the number of females who play Football?

 (1) 400  (2) 450   (3) 550

 (4) 650  (5) None of these

Q.57. Find the number of players who play either Hockey 
or Cricket ?

 (1) 1900 (2) 2150   (3) 2050

 (4) 1850 (5) None of these

Q.58. Find the ratio between number of male Football 
players and female Hockey players?

 (1) 10 : 13 (2) 13 : 10   (3) 12 : 7

 (4) 7 : 12 (5) None of these

Q.59. If a pie chart is formed of male players. Find the 
central anlge of Vollyball players?

 (1) 54o  (2) 72o   (3) 75o

 (4) 90o  (5) None of these

Q.60. Number of male football players is how much percent 
more than the number of female cricket players?

 (1) 40% (2) 37.5%   (3) 62.5%

 (4) 58% (5) None of these

Q.61.  A train left from station P for station Q at a certain 
speed. After traveling for 100 km, the train meets 
with an accident and could travel at 4/5th of the 
original speed and reaches 45 minutes late at station 
Q. Had the accident taken place 50 km further on, 
it would have reached 30 minutes late at station Q. 
What is the distance between station P and station 
Q?

 (1) 175 km (2) 150 km   (3) 100 km

 (4) 220 km (5) 250 km

Q.62. In a test, minimum passing percentage for girls and 
boys is 30% and 45% respectively. A boy scored 
280 marks and failed by 80 marks. How many more 
marks did a girl require to pass in the test if she 
scored 108 marks?

 (1) 132  (2) 140   (3) 160

 (4) 112  (5) 240

Q.63.  M and N are two persons. If M works with its actual 
efficiency and N twice of its actual efficiency then it 
takes 25 days to complete the work. But If M works 
twice of its actual efficiency and N with its normal 
efficiency then the work is completed in 20 days. 
How many days would it take if N alone works with 
its actual efficiency (in Days)?

 (1) 100  (2) 110   (3) 125

 (4) 120  (5) 50 

Q.64. Two pipes P and Q working together takes 
4

28
7

minutes to fill a tank. If pipe P takes 60 minutes 
less than pipe Q to fill the tank; then the time taken 
by both the pipes together to fill the tank is what 
percent of time taken by pipe Q alone to fill the 
tank is-

 (1) 
4

28
7 % (2)  21%   (3) 

1
33

7 % 

 (4)  36% (5) None of these   

Q.65.  Captain Rahul has taken a loan of 10 lakh from a bank 
on 6% per annum of simple interest for 10 years. After 
few years due to a policy for armed forces a discount 
is given to Captain Rahul on his loan and now he have 
to pay interest at 4% rate of interest per annum. If he 
had paid Rs. 14.8 lakh at the end then find after how 
many years he get the discount?

 (1) 3 years (2) 4 years   (3) 5 years

 (4) 6 years  (5) 2 years 

Government will develop green airports in Andhra Pradesh
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Q.66. There are two identical cylinders. If the base radius 
of one cylinder and height of the other cylinder is 
increased by 12 m each then the volume of both 
cylinders will be increased by 1 m3. If the actual 
heights of each cylinder is 4 m. then find the new 
volume of the cylinder (in m3)

 (1) 2304π (2) 1728π   (3) 1782π

 (4) 2430π  (5) 2034π

Q.67.  Deepak and Naimish starts a business. Deepak 
invested Rs. 50 lakh and Naimish invested Rs. 45 
lakh. At the end of 4 months, Deepak withdraws 
half of his capital and at the end of 5 months, 
Naimish withdraws 50% of his capital and then 
Amit joins them with Rs. 70 lakh. How much share 
of profit will Amit have from a total profit of Rs. 
254500?

 (1) 98000  (2) 19600   (3) 100000

 (4) 80000 (5) None of these

Q.68.  The ratio of selling price of 3 article A, B and C is 8 
: 9 : 5 and the ratio of percentage profit is 8 : 7 : 14 
respectively. If the profit percentage of A is 14.28% 
and cost price of B is Rs. 400, what is the overall 
percentage gain ?

 (1) 14.28% (2) 14.87%  (3) 16.66%

 (4) 15.78% (5) 12.5%

Q.69.  X and Y both sell the same product. The marked 
price of the product is Rs. 28000. X gives a discount 
of 10% on whole, while Y gives the discount of 
12% on the first Rs. 20,000 and 8% on the rest 
of Rs. 8000. What is the difference between their 
selling prices?

 (1) 240  (2) 2400   (3) 160

 (4) 150  (5) 125

Q.70-74.In each of the following question, a question is 
followed by information given in two statement 
named as Quantity QI and Q2. You have to study 
the information along with the question and compare 
the value derived from Quantity-I and Quantity-II. 
Then answer 

 (1) If Quantity I > Quantity II 

 (2) If Quantity I > Quantity II 

 (3) If Quantity I < Quantity II 

 (4) If Quantity I < Quantity II 

 (5) If Quantity I = Quantity II 

Q.70.     What is the age of Nidhi ? 

 (Q1) - Nidhi is three times of Ranu’s age and After 
6 years this ratio becomes 5 : 2 

 (Q2) - Surekha’s age is twice her’s age of 5 years 
ago . Nidhi ‘s age is twice of Surekha’s 
age .

Q.71.  What is the total number of boys in school ? 

 (Q1) -  Last year the ratio of total number of boys 
and total number of girls is 4 : 5 when 250 
boys and girls each are included then this 
ratio becomes 5 : 6. 

 (Q2) -  In a school there are 3500 students in which 
70% are girls. 

Q.72.   Find the rate of interest per annum.

 (Q1) - A sum of money becomes five-times at the 
certain rate of S.I. in 25 years.

 (Q2) - If the difference between S.I. and C.I. for 
2 years on a sum of money Rs 400 is Rs 
32.  

Q.73.  What is the age of Aseem at present?

 (Q1) - His present age is 4 times the present age of 
Ram and difference between their ages is 24 
years.

 (Q2) - Five years ago Aseem’s age was 7 times 
the age of Mukesh. 4 year hence this ratio 
becomes 3 : 1.

Q.74.  Find the area of a rectangle. 

 (Q1) - The area of rectangle is equal to the area of 
triangle whose base and height is 25 cm and 
20 cm respectively.

 (Q2) - If the length and breadth of a rectangle are 
in the ratio is 3:5 and its perimeter is 80 cm.

Q.75-79. Study the following pie chart and bar graph 
careful ly  to  answer the quest ions asked 
Percentage wise distribution of total mobiles 
sold by Six different shopkeepers in May 2017 
and the ratio of three different brands sold by 
each shopkeeperShare of total mobiles sold by 
six different shopkeepers.

Air Marshal Hemant Narayan Bhagwat appointed Air Officer-in-charge Administration of Indian Air Force
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Q.75.  If the total number of mobiles sold by all shopkeepers 
is 420000 then find the number of mobiles sold by 
shopkeeper B of  N mobile brand

 (1) 12480   (2) 15675     (3) 17500

 (4) 18360   (5)  None of these

Q.76.  Total mobiles sold of M brand by shopkeeper 
D and E constitute what percent of the total 
mobiles sold by shopkeeper D and E together? 
(Approx)

 (1) 24.7   (2) 28.2      (3) 21.9

 (4)  18.75    (5)  Can not be determined 

Q.77.  Total number of mobiles sold by shopkeeper C is 
how much percent more than the number of brand 
P mobiles sold by same company?

 (1) 300%     (2) 400%      (3) 500%

 (4) 350%    (5)  None of these

Q.78.  Find the average sale of P brand of mobiles by 
shopkeeper A, C and E? (If total number of sale 
mobiles = 420000)

 (1) 15960      (2)  12500        (3) 14780     

 (4) 19500      (5)  None of these 

Q.79.  M brand of mobiles sold by shopkeeper A is how 
much percent more/less than P brand of mobiles sold 
by shopkeeper D? 

 (1) 20      (2)  25        (3) 
2

16 %
3

 (4) 
1

8 %
3

 (5)  None of these 

Q.80.  Ankita has some money, she spends 37.5% of her 
money on rent, 40% of remaining on food and 
remaining is divided among her two son Ashu 
and Aman in ratio 12 : 13. If difference of Ashu 
and Aman is Rs. 60. Find the amount Ankita 
hand. 

 (1) 2500 (2) 4800   (3) 5600

 (4) 4000 (5) 6000

UP CM makes Akshay Kumar the new brand ambassador of Swachh Bharat Mission
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Singapore International Arbitration Center (SIAC) opened its office in Gujarat

Q.81.  What is the name of the giant naval aircraft carrier 
that was commissioned into the US Navy on 22 July 
2017 that is the most expensive aircraft carrier in 
the world? 

 (1) USS Gerald Ford (2) USS Kennedy

 (3) USS Ford  (4) USS Zumwalt

 (5) USS Howard

Q.82. A Bill to authorize the RBI to direct banking 
companies to resolve the problem of stressed assets 
was introduced in the Lok Sabha on 24 July 2017. 
This bill seeks to replace which ordinance?

 (1) Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 1949

 (2) Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017

 (3) Banking Regulation Act, 2013

 (4) Banking Regulation Act, 1949

 (5) Reserve Bank of India, 1934

Q.83. Prof. U.R. Rao, often called the grand old man of 
Indian space programme, passed away recently. He 
was the____of ISRO between 1984 to 1994?

 (1) Chairman  (2) President (3) CEO

 (4) Minister (5) Managing Director

Q.84. The CCEA during July 2017 gave its in-principle 
approval for the sale of government’s how much 
stake in PSU oil-marketing company HPCL to the 
ONGC?

 (1) 91.5% (2) 81.4%  (3) 71.3%

 (4) 61.2% (5) 51.1%

Q.85. Which Indian player won the men’s singles title of 
US Open Grand Prix Badminton Gold on 23 July 
2017 to win his third grand prix gold title?

 (1) Sudheer Babu (2) Rajeev Bagga

 (3) H.S. Prannoy  (4) Arvind Bhat

 (5) Dipankar Bhattacharjee

Q.86. Who took over as the 14th President of the Indian 
Union on 25 July 2017?

 (1) Raj Nath Kovind (2) Raj Nath Govind

 (3) Rang Nath Kovind (4) Ram Nath Kovind

 (5) Ram Nath Govind

Q.87. Prof. Yaspal, the eminent Indian scientist, educator 
and educationist, passed away on 24 July 2017. 
Under his chairmanship a landmark report on the 

issue of overburdening of school children was 
published in 1993. What is the name of this report? 

 (1) Learning with Burden 

 (2) Learning without Burden

 (3) Learn without Burden

 (4) Learn with Burden

 (5) Learning and Burden

Q.88. State-owned broadcaster Doordarshan during July 
2017 invited entries from the public to design a 
new logo to replace its iconic ‘human eye’ logo. 
Doordarshan has been using this logo since which 
year?

 (1) 1935 (2) 1947  (3) 1959

 (4) 1965 (5) 1970

Q.89. Microsoft Inon 24 July 2017 announced the 
deprecation of which very popular 32-year-old 
program that led to huge outpouring of fans in favor 
of it?

 (1) MS Paint (2) MS Word (3) MS Excel

 (4) MS Dos (5) MS Access

Q.90. NSE Nifty recently breached which landmark level 
for the point?

 (1) 8,000 points  (2) 9,000 points

 (3) 8,500 points  (4) 9,500 points

 (5) 10,000 points

Q.91. A grand memorial of former Indian President Dr. 
APJ Abdul Kalam at Rameswaram (Tamil Nadu) 
was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
Which entity has established this memorial?

 (1) ISRO (2) DRDO  (3) RAW

 (4) TINR (5) TIFRI

Q.92. Which entity during July 2017 received the final 
clearance from the RBI to operate the Bharat Bill 
Payment System (BBPS)? 

 (1) UPI (2) RBI  (3) SEBI

 (4) NPCI (5) NEFT

Q.93. What is the name of India’s first unmanned tank 
developed by the DRDO that was rolled-out from 
Chennai recently?

 (1) Vijayanta (2) Ajeya  (3) Arjun

 (4) Bhishma (5) Muntra

GENERAL AWARENESS
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National Cyber Coordination Centre made operational

Q.94. Union Science and Technology and Earth Sciences 
Minister Harsh Vardhan on 27 July 2017 launched 
India’s first Integrated Information Dissemination 
System (IIDS) to communicate with and help the 
coastal community. What is the name given to this 
system?

 (1) Sagar Vani  (2) Samundra Vani

 (3) Sagar Dhwani (4) Samundra Dhwani

 (5) Jal Dhwani

Q.95. Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif stepped 
down after Supreme Court disqualified him from 
holding public office in a landmark decision on the 
Panama Papers case on 28 July 2017. Who headed 
Pakistani Supreme Court’s implementation bench 
that gave this judgment?

 (1) Justice Asif Saeed Khan Khosa

 (2) Justice Gulzar Ahmed

 (3) Justice Ejaz Afzal Khan

 (4) Justice Ijaz-ul-Ahsan

 (5) Justice Sheikh Azmat Saeed

Q.96.  During July 2017 the Sri Lanka Government gave 
its clearance to $1.12bn agreement with a state-run 
Chinese firm to give it the rights to operate which 
southeast port?

 (1) Colombo   (2) Hambantota 

 (3) Trincomalee   (4) Galle 

 (5) Point Pedro

Q.97.  Pin valley national park is located in which 
state?

 (1) Sikkim  (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Uttarakhand  (4) Himachal Pradesh

 (5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.98.  Nagarahole National Park is located in _________.

 (1) Karnataka  (2) Kerala

 (3) Tamil Nadu  (4) Andhra Pradesh

 (5) Goa

Q.99.  The Golden Chariot is a tourist _________.

 (1) Bus (2) Train  (3) Hotel

 (4) Place (5) Plane

Q.100.  Pinarayi Vijayan is the Chief Minister of______.

 (1) Kerala  (2) Karnataka

 (3) Goa  (4) Andhra Pradesh

 (5) Tamil Nadu

Q.101. “Swati” developed by DRDO is a__________.

 (1) Weapon Locating Radar

 (2) Anti-tank mine

 (3) Rocket Launcher

 (4) Smart airfield bomb

 (5) Missile

Q.102.  INS Kalvari is an indigenously developed_______.

 (1) Aircraft carrier (2) Submarine

 (3) Frigate  (4) Life Boat

 (5) Patrol Boat

Q.103. First State to launch e-ration card service?

 (1) West Bengal  (2) Madhya Pradesh

 (3) New Delhi  (4) Gujarat

 (5) Assam

Q.104. Bashi channel is located between_______.

 (1) Philippines and Taiwan

 (2) Philippines and Japan

 (3) Japan and China

 (4) Japan and Taiwan

 (5) Philippines and Indonesia

Q.105. The Headquarter of India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) located in___.

 (1) New Delhi (2) Mumbai (3) Imphal

 (4) Gorakhpur (5) Lucknow

Q.106. Union Government has launched a seven pronged 
plan called Indradhanush Mission to revamp 
functioning of ____.

 (1) Primary Schools in Rural areas

 (2) To boost Make in India initiative

 (3) Public Sector Banks (PSBs)

 (4) Handlooms sector in the country

 (5) Tourism sector in the country

Q.107.  In CRAR, A stands for:

 (1) Application (2) Accounts (3) Assets

 (4) Annual (5) Alternate
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NGT bans use of non-biodegradable plastic bags in Delhi

Q.108. The Public Provident Fund is savings-cum-tax-
saving instrument in India, introduced by the 
National Savings Institute of the Ministry of 
Finance in 1968. What is the minimum amount to 
be invested in PPF account?

 (1) Rs. 100 (2) Rs. 500  (3) Rs. 1000

 (4) Rs. 200 (5) None of these

Q.109. The transitional period for full implementation of 
Basel III Capital Regulations in India is extended 
upto?

 (1) March 1, 2018 (2) March 31, 2019

 (3) April 1, 2018  (4) April 30, 2018

 (5) None of these

Q.110. A Reserve Bank of India (RBI) committee has 
recommended conversion of Urban Cooperative 
Banks (UCBs) with business size of 20,000 
crore rupees or more into regular banks. This 
recommendation was given by the High Powered 
Committee on UCBs headed by ___.

 (1) Deepak Mohanty (2) Urjit Patel

 (3) MB Shah  (4) R Gandhi

 (5) None of these

Q.111. The Reserve Bank of India advised banks to make 
the Know Your Customer (KYC) procedures 
mandatory while opening and operating the 
accounts. RBI has issued the KYC guidelines under 
Section 35 (A) of the ____.

 (1) Banking Regulation Act, 1949

 (2) RBI Act, 1934

 (3) Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881

 (4) Banking Regulation Act, 1935

 (5) Both A & B

Q.112. India has become the second largest player in the 
China-led Asian infrastructure and Investment Bank 
(AIIB). What is India’s stake in the bank’s shares in 
AIIB?

 (1) 7.5% (2) 8.52%  (3) 20.06%

 (4) 30.34% (5) 5.2%

Q.113. A savings or current account should be treated as 
dormant, if there are no transactions in the account 
for over a period of _____ years.

 (1) One (2) Two  (3) Three

 (4) Four (5) Five

Q.114. What is the maximum deposit amount insured 
by the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee 
Corporation (DICGC)?

 (1) Rs. 10 lakh (2) Rs. 5 lakh (3) Rs. 1 lakh

 (4) Rs. 50,000 (5) None

Q.115. With which of the following is SARFAESI Act 
2002 related?

 (1) Recovery of bad loans

 (2) Regulation of foreign exchange

 (3) Fixation of interest rates

 (4) Acquisition of small banks

 (5) None of these

Q.116. Golden Fibre Revolution is associated with the 
production of___________

 (1) Onion production 

 (2) Tomato Production

 (3) Cocoa production 

 (4) Jute Production

 (5) None of these

Q.117. Who has been awarded the Lifetime Achievement 
Award for his contributions as a Parliamentarian in 
the Lok Sabha?

 (1) Atal Bihari Bajpayi 

 (2) Pranab Mukherjee

 (3) Narendra Modi 

 (4) Lal Krishna Advani

 (5) Ram Vilas Paswan

Q.118. Who has partnered with the Ministry of Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) to jointly 
launch Bharat ERP, a programme aimed at digital 
empowerment of small businesses in the country?

 (1) SAP (2) Wipro  (3) TCS

 (4) Accenture (5) None of these

Q.119. United Nations (UN) Day is celebrated on-

 (1) October 24    (2) November 14  

 (3) August 24    (4) September 24  

 (5) December 24  

Q.120. International Yoga Day is observed on which date?

 (1) 21 March  (2) 21 April  (3) 21 May 

 (4) 21 June  (5) 21 July
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UP Government launches Namami Gange Jagriti Yatra

Q.121-125. In each sentence below four words have 
been printed in bold which are numbered (1), 
(2), (3) and (4). Among the four words one 
word may be wrongly spelt or inappropriate in 
context of the sentence. Find out the wrongly 
spelt or inappropriate word. If all the words are 
correctly spelt and are appropriate the answer is 
(5) i.e. “All correct”.

Q.121. Government intervantion (1), in terms of 
introducing new programs (2), can lead to a 
decrease (3) in the disparity in credit disbursement 
(4) among states. All Correct (5)

Q.122.  She is the most talked about athlete (1) leading 
up to The Championships (2) this year. And she 
aren’t even (3) playing. When you think (4) Serena 
Williams, you think strength. All Correct (5)

Q.123.  Jan Dhan Yojana’s aim is to ensure (1) that every 
Indian family has a (2) bank account which 
include (3) a debit card as well as accident and life 
insurance (4). All Correct (5)

Q.124.  I didn’t tell anyone else (1) because I didn’t want 
to deal with other people (2) sense of alarm over a 
piece of jewellery (3) that I had misplaced (4). All 
Correct (5)

Q.125.  Revercing (1) the trend of growing disparity (2) 
will also have a big impact (3) on the entire (4) 
Indian economy. All Correct (5)

Q.126-130. Rearrange the following sentences 
(A),(B),(C), (D), (E) and (F) in the proper 
sequence to form a meaningful paragraph, then 
answer the questions given below them.

 (A) Moreover, the farmer-leader who recently led a 
series of protests against

 (B) The customary date on which the Mettur dam in 
Salem district is

 (C) Opened to provide water to the lower reaches of 
the Cauvery,

 (D) The Centre and the State demanding drought 
relief, said,

 (E) The riverbed stretched as far as the eyes can see, 
barren as a desert.

 (F) It has been six years since the dam’s gates were 
opened on time.

Q.126.  Which of the following would be the FIRST 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) E         (2) B  (3) A        (4) D (5) C

Q.127.  Which of the following would be the FIFTH 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) E         (2) B  (3) A        (4) D (5) C

Q.128.  Which of the following would be the SECOND 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) E         (2) B  (3) A         (4) D (5) C

Q.129.  Which of the following would be the THIRD 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) E         (2) B  (3) A         (4) D (5) C

Q.130.  Which of the following would be the LAST 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) E         (2) B  (3) A          (4) F  (5) C

Q.131-140. Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words have been printed in bold to help you 
locate them while answering some questions.

 In 1776, Adam Smith described the power of 
the market’s “invisible hand.” Although some 
economists have since overstated this power, 
dismissing the role of government regulation, 
it’s true that the market, when left to itself, often 
manages to meet a society’s economic needs in ways 
that no one fully understands. It’s a mistake for the 
state to disrupt it wantonly and for bureaucrats to try 
to do its job.

 The problems appeared unexpectedly, when 
agricultural products arrived on the market. 
In January, with cash shortages in full swing, 
demand plunged and food prices collapsed. By 
February, potato prices in Uttar Pradesh were just 
over half of what they had been during most of 
2016 (at around 350 rupees per quintal, instead of 
over 600 rupees per quintal). Tomato prices were 
less than one-third. Onion prices in May were 
half of what they had been a year before. The 
cost of onions in India is notoriously volatile — 
and often influenced by politics and elections — 
but the likeliest culprit for this year’s drop was 
demonetization.

 The outcome was curious: Widespread suffering in 
the midst of plenty. Incomes crashed and distress 
mounted among farmers, a group in India already 
affected by high suicide rates because of mass 
indebtedness. And the downturn has hit more than 
the farming sector.

 The Indian economy was on a good trajectory until 
last year, and the government deserves credit for 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
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PNB introduces Biometric attendance register

that. It had taken major steps to cut the costs of doing 
business and unify taxes on goods and services. 
With, in addition, the drop in world oil prices (which 
meant huge savings for India, an oil importer) and 
the rise of labour costs in China (which made Indian 
manufacturing and exports more competitive), there 
was every reason to believe that the Indian economy 
would soon get back to where it was before the 2008 
world financial crisis: growing at over 9 percent per 
year.

 Instead, India’s growth in the first quarter of 2017 
was 6.1 percent, down from 7.9 percent in the fiscal 
year 2015-16.

 An economy is a complex machine, and there 
is no way to be absolutely certain that the cause 
of all this is demonetization. But there is a 
telltale sign: Much of the slowdown originated 
in the financial sector. Rural loans increased 
by only 2.5 percent between October 2016 and 
April 2017, compared with 12.9 percent a year 
before. The rate of growth in overall bank credit 
declined.

 All this augurs poorly for the months to come: As 
the agriculture sector slows down in response to low 
crop prices and the credit shortage begins to bite, 
overall growth will likely fall further. The state-
engineered shock of demonetization will continue 
to course through the economy.

 Demonetization did boost the use of digital 
money, which is more efficient than paper money. 
But the government didn’t need to put 86 percent 
of the currency out of circulation to achieve that. 
Demonetization was too coarse an approach, and 
it accomplished too little while causing too much 
collateral damage.

 India’s economy has enormous strengths — such 
as high rates of savings and investment — and 
this crisis will pass. But just as sailors heading 
to sea disregard the winds and waves at their 
peril, economic policy makers cannot ignore the 
laws of economics, and intervene in the market 
with a blunt and heavy hand, without risking 
shipwreck.

Q.131.  As per the passage given above the state-
engineered shock of demonetization will continue 
to do what?

 (1) to low crop prices

 (2) to course through the economy

 (3) to coarse an approach because of inflation

 (4) to course through the construction sector actually 
shrank

 (5) to eliminate credit shortage

Q.132.  According to the passage how much growth of 
India was recorded in the first quarter of 2017?

 (1) the growth rate was 7.1 percent

 (2) the growth rate was 6.9 percent

 (3) the growth rate was 6.1 percent

 (4) the growth rate was 66.1 percent

 (5) the growth rate was 2.1 percent

Q.133.  Choose the appropriate title for the above 
passage?

 (1) Slow down in agriculture sector

 (2) the rise of labour costs in China

 (3) reasons to believe on the Indian economy

 (4) India and the Visible Hand of the Market

 (5) causing too much collateral damage

Q.134.  As per the passage, in which of the following 
sectors much of the slowdown originated?

 (1) in the retail sector

 (2) in the housing sector

 (3) in the telecom sector

 (4) in the financial sector

 (5) Both 2 and 4

Q.135.  India’s economy has enormous strengths — such 
as?

 (A) high rates of savings

 (B) high rates of investment 

 (C) high rates of waves at their peril

 (1) Only A   (2) Both A and B

 (3) Only C   (4) Both A and C

 (5) All A, B and C

Q.136. According to the passage with whom were 
economic policy makers compared with?

 (1) police heading towards station

 (2) voters heading towards booth

 (3) sailors heading towards sea

 (4) politicians heading towards parliament

 (5) artists heading towards theatre
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Q.137.  Choose the word most SIMILAR in meaning to the 
word printed in bold, as used in the passage.

 Complex

 (1) Replica   (2) Amalgamated

 (3) Enhance   (4) Complicated

 (5) Germane

Q.138.  Choose the word most SIMILAR in meaning to the 
word printed in bold, as used in the passage.

 Volatile

 (1) Sedulous   (2) Ostentatious

 (3) Capricious   (4) Pernicious

 (5) Propitious

Q.139.  Choose the word which is most nearly the 
OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in bold 
as used in the passage.

 Boost

 (1) Concatenation  (2) Stagnation

 (3) Tweak   (4) Snuff

 (5) Manifest

Q.140. Choose the word which is most nearly the 
OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in bold 
as used in the passage.

 Indebtedness

 (1) Outlier   (2) Earnings

 (3) Subsistence   (4) Dabbler

 (5) Joculiarity

Q.141-150. Read each part of the sentence to find out if 
there is any error in it. The error, if any, will be 
in one part of the sentence. The number of that 
part is the answer. If there is no error, mark your 
answer as (5).

Q.141.  M.N. Reddi has been transferred (1)/ as the ACB chief 
in less than four months (2)/ after he took charge (3)/ 
as the State intelligence chief.(4)/ No Error (5)

Q.142.  Tension prevailed at Government Hospital when 
14 children,(1)/ who were undergoes treatment 
for fever,(2)/ developed chills after they were(3)/ 
administered intravenous (IV) fluid infusion.(4)/ No 
Error (5)

Q.143.  Rain fury continued across the country (1)/ with 
downpour-induced landslides ravaging vast swathes 
of land (2)/ and block a major highway (3)/ in 
Jammu and Kashmir.(4)/ No Error (5)

Q.144.  The NDA presidential candidate said (1)/ that 
if elected to the country’s highest office, (2)/ I 
would pay special attention on (3)/ fulfilling the 
expectations of the youth. (4)/ No Error (5)

Q.145.  Summoned by a CBI, for his questioning (1)/ of his 
alleged role in the Narada scam, (2)/ West Bengal 
Panchayat Minister failed to appear (3)/ before the 
investigative agency.(4)/ No Error (5)

Q.146. The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority (PFRDA) reportedly (1)/ would like the 
National Pension System (NPS) to invest (2)/ 50% 
of civil servants’ contributions (3)/ to its pension 
corpus in equities.(4)/ No Error (5)

Q.147. The government should remove hurdles from the 
path of employees’ voluntary migration from the 
EPFO to the NPS, which has a better institutional 
structure for superior returns. (4)/ No Error (5)

Q.148.  It is welcomed that the Centre has asked oil 
companies (1)/ to raise domestic LPG (cooking gas) 
prices (2)/ by Rs4 per cylinder every month unless 
the entire subsidy (3)/ of about Rs87 per cylinder is 
wiped out. (4)/ No error (5)

Q.149.  A turf war is brew between (1)/ telecom regulator 
Trai and the Competition Commission of India, (2)/ 
on who should ensure competition (3)/ in telecom 
services. (4)/ No error (5)

Q.150.  The EU seeks to harmonise (1)/ data protection 
laws along its member states (2)/ precisely to allow 
cross-border data mobility (3)/ without loss of data 
integrity.(4)/ No error (5)

Q.151-155.  In the following passage there are blanks 
each of which has been numbered as well as 
filled with a word which may be appropriate in 
context of the passage or maybe not. If the word 
highlighted is incorrect and needs improvement 
then choose any one option suggested below. But 
if the given word is correct and requires no 
change then mark (5) i.e. no change required as 
your answer.

 The RBI has the sole mandate to ‘target inflation’ 
in India. In fact, it is answerable to the Central 
Government in case there is a failure to tweaking 
__ (151) inflation within the bound of 2% to 6%. To 
recapitulate some basics, a fall (rise) in interest rates 
reduces (increases) cost of borrowing, which in turn 
encourages (discourages) inflationary tendencies. 
To be sure, interventions are done make ___ 
(152) by Government and Central Banks, which 
are respectively classified as Fiscal and Monetary 
policies. The former does it by tweaking tax rates 
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or increasing investments, but the latter controls the 
circulation of money supply in the economy.

 A substantial bulk of India’s money supply falls 
outside formal institutional systems which erodes 
the efficacy of monetary policy. The RBI recently 
changed the method used by banks to lend from 
Base Rates to Marginal Cost of Funds based 
Lending Rates (MCLR) to whisk ___ (153) the 
pass through. Yet, it is far from perfect. Given its 
mandate to control inflation, the RBI anchors its 
policy on Consumer Price Index (CPI). Anywhere 
___ (154), unlike the US or other consumption-
driven economies, most of the credit in India is 
for production purpose, which again reduces the 
craven ____ (155) of RBI over consumer spending. 
In the extreme case, it may so happen that even if 
banks pass over the entire change in policy rates, 
its impact on CPI numbers might be zero. It must 
be added that the present anchor CPI is much better 
than the earlier used Wholesale Price Index (WPI) 
which does not even feature ‘Services’.

Q.151.  Choose the correct option for (151)

 (1) hide (2) took  (3) holding

 (4) keep (5) No change required

Q.152.  Choose the correct option for (152)

 (1) from (2) both  (3) and 

 (4) full (5) No change required

Q.153.  Choose the correct option for (153)

 (1) smoothen (2) germane (3) contrite

 (4) soot (5) No change required

Q.154.  Choose the correct option for (154)

 (1) seem (2) however (3) more

 (4) anymore (5) No change required

Q.155.  Choose the correct option for (155)

 (1) subsistence (2) volition (3) dour

 (4) emanate (5) No change required

Q.156-160. Which of the Phrases (1), (2). (3) and (4) 
given below each sentence should replace the 
phrases printed in bold in the sentence to make it 
grammatically correct. If the sentence is correct 
as it is given and no correction is required, mark 
(5) as the answer.

Q.156.  The GST Council has done well to revise rates on 
19 services that includes job work rate on textiles 
and also clear rules for e-way bill to remove border 
checkposts.

 (1) which includes job work rate on textiles

 (2) that include job work rate on textiles

 (3) that including job work rates on textiles

 (4) which include job work rates from textiles

 (5) No correction required

Q.157.  India must rebuild its once-close ties with Russia 
and put new vigorous in relations with Iran and 
Europe, instead of getting lost in the exertions of 
Acting East.

 (1) putting new vigour in relations with

 (2) put new vigorous in relations among

 (3) putting new vigour into relations with

 (4) put new vigour in relations with

 (5) No correction required

Q.158.  There is a growing cry to legislating data 
residency, the requirement that data on Indians 
should necessarily reside within India.

 (1)  growth in crying to legislate data residency

 (2)  growth cry to legislating data residency

 (3) growing cry to legislate data residency

 (4) growing crying for legislating data residency

 (5) No correction required

Q.159.  What’s required is proactive policy to have parallel 
marketing of LPG, instead of simply mandating the 
trio of public sector oil companies to monopolise 
and corner the market.

 (1) to monopolising and cornering the market

 (2) for monopolise and corner the market

 (3) to monopolise and cornered the marketing

 (4) to monopolised and cornered the market

 (5) No correction required

Q.160.  India have the potential to process many of the 
world’s data and cannot afford to be locked out 
of this opportunity because of its own restrictive 
policies on data mobility.

 (1) India has the potential to process much of

 (2) India has potentially to process much of

 (3) India has potential for processing many of

 (4) Indians has the potential for processing much of

 (5) No correction required
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COMPUTER
Q.161. The transmission medium used to connect nodes on 

wireless networks is:
 (1) Metal  (2) Copper wire
 (3) Radio waves  (4) Infrared
 (5) None of these
Q.162. To allow multiple computers in a home network to 

connect to the Internet, you would need a:
 (1) HPNA adapter (2) Wireless adapter
 (3) Router  (4) Cable modem
 (5) None of these
Q.163.  Which of the following is NOT found on an 

integrated circuit?
 (1) Diodes  (2) Motherboard
 (3) Capacitors  (4) Transistors
 (5) None of these
Q.164. Which of the following is a process by which code 

is scrambled to hide its meaning?
 (1) Code keying  (2) Cartography
 (3) Private key  (4) Encryption
 (5) None of these
Q.165. The processor and the operating system of a 

computer define the __________of the computer. 
 (1) platform  (2) network
 (3) internet  (4) All of the above
 (5) None of these
Q.166.  ______________ is the ability of a device to ‘jump” 

directly to the requested data.
 (1) Sequential access (2) Random access
 (3) Quick access  (4) 2 and 3
 (5) None of these
Q.167.  What type of network connection is NOT a way of 

connecting to the Internet?
 (1) TCP/IP (2) Dial-up  (3) ISDN
  (4) T1 (5) T3
Q.168.  Which type of error in a program is the most difficult 

to detect? 
 (1) Judgment error (2) Logical error
 (3) Capacity error (4) Syntax error
 (5) None of these
Q.169. The main difference between application and 

system software is that:

 (1) application software is composed of program 
instructions but system software is not.

 (2) application software is stored in memory 
whereas system software is only in the CPU.

 (3) system software is unnecessary whereas 
application software must be present on the 
computer.

 (4) system software manages hardware whereas 
application software performs user tasks.

 (5) None of these
Q.170.  “Zipping” a fie means-
 (1) Encrypting the message 
 (2) Compressing the file
 (3) Transfer the message 
 (4) All of the above
 (5) None of these
Q.171.  Buffer device/storage area-
 (1) Where data are temporarily stored 
 (2) Where data is permanently stored
 (3) Where data error occurs 
 (4) All of the above
 (5) None of these
Q.172.  An operating system runs multiple applications 

simultaneously known as- 
 (1) Multi tasking  (2) Multi programming
 (3) Programming (4) DOS  
 (5) None of these
Q.173.  Which of the following computer softwares  is best 

example of freeware programs?
 (1) Firewall / Antivirus 
 (2) Instant messaging / Google Toolbar
 (3) Ms-Office / Internet explorer 
 (4) Adobe Photoshop / Coreldraw
 (5) None of these
Q.174. A way of accessing information over the medium of 

the Internet is- 
 (1) WWW  (2) Web server
 (3) Website  (4) All of the above
 (5) None of these
Q.175. The _______ defines the maximum data rate in the 

traffic.



RRB PO MAINS MODEL PAPER 2017

106 OCTOBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar flagged off mobile therapy vans which would provide basic

 (1) peak data rate 
 (2) maxmimum burst size                  
 (3) effective band with       
 (4) MIPS 
 (5) None of these
Q.176. The Internet Model Consists of ________ Layers.
 (1) 3 (2) 5  (3) 4 
 (4) 7 (5) None of these
Q.177. What is the function of OSI Model?
 (1) Increase data Transfer Rate 
 (2) Provide IP Address
 (3) Allow any two system to communicate
 (4) All of the above 
 (5) None of these
Q.178. The speed of Microprocessor depends on 

_________.
 (1) Clock  (2) Data bus width
 (3) Address bus width      (4) All of the above
 (5) None of these
Q.179. Signals and data can be _________.
 (1) Analog  (2) Digital
 (3) Either 1 or 2  (4) All of the  above
 (5) None of these
Q.180. A hard copy would be prepared on a _________.
 (1) Typewriter  (2) Line Printer
 (3) Plotter  (4) All of the above
 (5) None of these
Q.181. Which Protocol is used to read e-mail?
 (1) SMNP (2) SMTP  (3) NNTP
 (4) FTP (5) None of these
Q.182. CBR stands for -
 (1) Constant Bit Rate (2) Constant Byte Rate
 (3) Consumer Bit Rate   (4) Consumer Byte Rate
 (5) None of these
Q.183. The first version of UNIX OS developed by -
 (1) Dennis Ritchie (2) Andrew 
 (3) Ken Thompson (4) All the above
 (5) None of these
Q.184. The value for which you are searcing is called the -
 (1) binary value   (2) Key 

 (3) search argument (4) Serial value 
 (5) None of these
Q.185. Which of the following is not a valid DBMS data 

model?
 (1) Relational  (2) Hierarchical
 (3) Complex  (4) Network
 (5) None of these
Q.186. Which part of system software always resides in 

main memory?
 (1) Text aditor  (2) Assembler
 (3) Linker  (4) Loader
 (5) None of these
Q.187. __________ is the shortcut key to move to the 

Previous worksheet.
 (1) Ctrl + Page down (2) Ctrl + Page up
 (3) Ctrl + Alt  (4) Ctrl + Shift
 (5) None of these
Q.188. A computer programmer----------.
 (1) does all the thinking for a computer 
 (2) can enter input data quickly
 (3) can operate on all types of computer equipment
 (4) can draw only flowcharts
 (5) None of these
Q.189. Which of the following is not the characteristic of a 

relational database model ?
 (1) Tables  
 (2) Tree like structure      
 (3) Complex logical relationship
 (4) Records  
 (5) Tuple
Q.190. Data items grouped together for storage purpose is 

called a -----
 (1) Record (2) Title  (3) List
 (4) String (5) None of these
Q.191. Which of the following is a database administration’s 

function ? 
 (1) Database design 
 (2) Backup the database       
 (3) Performance monitoring 
 (4) All  
 (5) None of these
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Q.192. Which of the following is an example of a problem 
-oriented language ?

 (1) BASIC  (2) PL/I
 (3) FORTRAN  (4) C#
 (5) None of these
Q.193. Which of the following type of channels moves data 

relatively slowly ?
 (1) Wideband channel (2) Voice band channel             
 (3) Narrow band channel (4) Broadband channel
 (5) 1 and 3
Q.194. A teleprocessing system may consist of ----
 (1) User systems                 
 (2) Communication system    
 (3) Computer center system 
 (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.195. A characteristics of a multiprogramming system is 

-----
 (1) Simultaneous execution of program instructions 

from two applications
 (2) Concurrent processing of two or more programs
 (3) Multiple CPUs
 (4) All of the above
 (5) None of these

Q.196. A mean exchanging information between the 
components of a computer by -

 (1) Ring (2) Tree  (3) Bus 
 (4) Token (5) Both 1 and 3
Q.197. Which of the following is not a transmission 

medium ?
 (1) Telephone lines (2) Co-axial cable
 (3) Modern         (4) Microwave systems
 (5) None of these
Q.198. Spreadsheet receive, store and display different 

types of data , namely -----
 (1) Text  (2) Numbers
 (3) Formula  (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.199. A program for viewing web pages is called --------.
 (1) Word processor (2) Spreadsheet
 (3) Protocol  (4) Browser
 (5) Database
Q.200. Which of the following has the smallest storage 

capacity?
 (1) Zip Disk  (2) Hard Disk
 (3) Floppy Disk  (4) Data Cartridge
 (5) CD
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REASONING
Q.1-5. 

Q.1.(2)       Q.2.(4)       Q.3.(5)       Q.4.(2)        Q.5.(1)

Q.6-10. 7 S Chennai

 6 V Patna

 5 P Jaipur

 4 Q Mumbai

 3 U Bangalore

 2 T Delhi

 1 R Kolkata

Q.6.(4)      Q.7.(5)        Q.8.(3)       Q.9.(1)       Q.10.(1)

Q.11.(2) D > B > C > V : D > V          I.  D > V (False)

 Q < T < N < A < E : Q < E      II. Q < E (True)

Q.12.(3) R = N < Y = Z

 Z, Y > R, N

 Z, Y = R, N

Q.13.(5) H > K = L > M = U > R : H > R  (True)

 R < U = M < V = W : R < W (True)

Q.14.(4) H > K = L > M < V = W

 H > W (False)

 H > W (False)

Q.15.(2) R > I > T = M = D > P : P < R (False)

 G < F < T = M = D > P : D > G (True)

Q.16-17. J > I > G

 K/F > J > I > G > H

  

           73         50

Q.16.(5) 

Q.17.(3) 

Q.18-20. 

Q.18.(3)   Q.19.(4)  Q.20.(3)

Q.21-25.  Rural - la in - kt or vm

   and - ku infrastructure - kt or vm

   urban - na planning - ti or bu

   divide - zu important - ti or bu

   gap - pi more - cu

    than -dm

Q.21.(5)   Q.22.(1)      Q.23.(4)     Q.24.(5)      Q.25.(2)

Q.26-30.

Input : 84 layer 97 packet 50 damage narrow 76 33 
tables leap 54

Step I    : 50 84 layer 97 packet damage 76 33 tables leap 
54 narrow

Step II   : packet 50 84 layer 97 damage 76 tables leap 54 
narrow 33

Step III  : 54 packet 50 84 layer 97 damage 76 leap narrow 
33 tables

Step IV  : layer 54 packet 50 97 damage 76 leap narrow 33 
tables 84  

Step V : 76 layer 54 packet 50 97 damage narrow 33 
tables 84 leap

Step VI : damage 76 layer 54 packet 50 narrow 33 tables 
84 leap 97

Q.26.(2)  Q.27.(5)     Q.28.(1)        Q.29.(3)      Q.30.(2)
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Q.31-35.

 

Q.31.(5)       Q.32.(4)       Q.33.(5)        Q.34.(5)      Q.35.(4)

Q.36-37. 
window

Door

Room

Building

Q.36.(5)   Q.37.(1)

Q.38-39.

Q.38.(1)   Q.39.(5)

Q.40.(1)

Q.41.(3)  Profit percent on F 

 
4000

100% 12.5
32000

= × = %

 Required answer 
100

21000 24000
87.5

= × =

Q.42.(4)  Required MP = 
115 100

50000
100 80

× ×

 = Rs. 71875

Q.43.(2)  New CP = 120% of 50000 = 60000

 New SP = 75% of (38000+2000) = 30000

 Loss% = 
30000

100%
60000

× = 50% loss

Q.44.(1)  Required answer 

 = 
2000 1000

100% 10%
30000

+ × = profit

Q.45.(2)  Let CP = 1

 CP P SP

 18-3=15 3 18

 P% = 
3

100% 20%
15

× =

Q.46.(4) Pattern

 53+4, 63+5, 73+6, 83+7, 93+8, 103+9 

Q.47.(2) Pattern

 +(23×6), +(17×6), +(11×6), (+5×6), (-1×6)

Q.48.(4) Pattern

 +112, +132, +172, +192, +232 

Q.49.(2) Pattern

 ×5, ×5.25, ×5.5, ×5.75, ×6 

Q.50.(2) Pattern

 -92, -92, -92, -92, -92

Q.51.(2) 1596÷76+212-133 = ?2+10+22-100

 21+441-169=?2+32-100

 ?2 = 361

 ? = 19 

Q.52.(4) 
27 8 50

800 1600 530 ?
100 100 100

× + × + × =

 216+128+265=?

 ? = 609 

Q.53.(2)  19×1850÷25-343=?×10

 19×74-343=?×10

 1063=?×10

 ? = 106

Q.54.(2) 31764 1000 900 442+ − − +  3225 21952 ?+ =

 42-10-30-442+15+28=?

Q.55.(3) 
45 54

? 480 361 1728 374
162 360

× × + + = −

 

513 162 360
?

45 54
× ×=

×

 ? = 12312
Q.56-60.    Male  Females
   2400 2000 
 Hockey 450 500
 Football 650 650
 Cricket 800 400
 Vollyball 500 450 
Q.56.(4) 
Q.57.(2)  450+500+800+400 = 2150
Q.58.(2)  650 : 500

  13 : 10

NUMERICAL ABILITY
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Q.59.(3) 
o500 18

100 75
2400 5

× × =

Q.60.(3) 
650 – 400

100 62.5%
400

× =

Q.61.(5) From first case,

 

100 d 100 d 45
4ss s 60
5

−+ = +
 
  

 
100 5d 500 d 45

s 4s s 60
−⇒ + = +

	 ⇒	400+5d–500=4d+3s
	 ⇒	d–100 = 3s ... (1)

 

150 d –150 d 30
4ss s 60
5

+ = +
 
  

 
150 5d – 750 d 1

s 4s s 2
⇒ + = +

	 ⇒	600+5d–750=4d+2s
	 ⇒	d–150 = 2s .... (2)
 (1) ⇒ 2d–200=6s
 (2) ⇒ 3d–450=6s
 Therefore
 2d–200=3d–450
	 ⇒ d=250
Q.62.(1) 280 + 80 = 45%

 45% = 360

 1% = 8 

 100% = 800

 Then passing of girls = 800 × 30% = 240 

 So she need 132 more marks to pass this exam. 

Q.63.(1) (M+2N)×25 = (2M+N)×20

 5M+10N = 8M+4N

 3M=6N

 M=2N

 (M+2N)×25=(2M+N)×20

 
( )2N 2N 25 100N

100
N N

+ ×
= =

 

Q.64.(1) A+B = 
4 200

28
7 7

=

 200 = Total work

 7 = efficiency

 if B is taking = 100

 A is taking 40

 2 - B--------- 100 >200

 5 - A -------- 40

 So, B = 100

 A = 40

 According to question = 200 200
7 100 7

=
×

 

4
28 %

7
=

Q.65.(2) Average = 4.8 10 10
4.8%

100
× × =

 

6% 4%

4.8

0.8 1.2

 2 : 3

 
2

10
5

×  = 4 years

Q.66.(1) ⇒ V1+1 = V2+1 = V1 = V2

 
2 2

1 1 2 2r h r h⇒ π = π

 ( ) ( )2 2r 12 4 r 4 12π + × = π +

 r = 12

 Volume of new cylinder

  = π×24×24×4

 = 2304 π

Q.67.(5) D N A

 50×4+25×8 : 45×5+22.5×7 : 70×7

 160 : 153 : 196

 Profit of Amit is 
196

254500
504

= × = 48000

Q.68.(4) Selling price of 3 articles

 A : B : C

 8 : 9 : 5
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Q.81 (1)     Q.82 (2)      Q.83 (1)      Q.84 (5)      Q.85 (3)

Q.86 (4)     Q.87 (2)      Q.88 (3)      Q.89 (1)      Q.90 (5)

Q.91 (2)     Q.92 (4)      Q.93 (5)      Q.94 (1)      Q.95 (3)

Q.96 (2)     Q.97 (4)      Q.98 (1)      Q.99 (2)      Q.100 (1)

Q.101 (1)   Q.102 (2)   Q.103 (3)    Q.104 (1)    Q.105 (1)

Q.106 (3)   Q.107 (3)   Q.108 (2)    Q.109 (2)    Q.110 (4)

Q.111 (1)   Q.112 (2)    Q.113 (2)    Q.114 (3)    Q.115 (1)

Q.116 (4)   Q.117 (4)    Q.118 (1)    Q.119 (1)    Q.120 (4)

 Ratio of profit percentage

 A : B : C

 8 : 7 : 14

 Profit % of A = 14.28% = 
1
7

  A B C

 SP 8 9 5

 P 1 1 1

 CP 7 8 4

 Over all profit %

 

3
100 15.78%

19
= × =

 

Q.69.(1) X  Y

 MRP = 28000 20000 8000

 d = 2800 d = 2400 d = 640

 Differ in SP = (2400+640) – 2800 = 240

Q.70.(1) Q1 = 54

 Q2 = 20

 Q1 > Q2

Q.71.(3) Q1 = 1000

 Q2 = 1050

 Q1 < Q2

Q.72.(3) Q1 = 16%

 Q2 = 28.28%

 Q1 < Q2

Q.73.(3) Q1 = 32

 Q2 = 36.5

 Q1 < Q2

Q.74.(3) Q1 = 250

 Q2 = 375

 Q1 < Q2

Q.75.(4) 17 9
420000 18360

100 35
× × =

Q.76.(3) 
18 5 24 2

100 15 100 15
21.9%

18 24
100 100

 × + ×   =
 +  

Q.77.(2) 20 – 4
100 400%

4
× =

Q.78.(1) 
12 3 21 4 24 6

420000
100 15 100 20 100 15

 × + × + ×   
 = 15960
Q.79.(9) 12 7 18 4

100 15 100 15
100%

18 4
100 15

 × ×   ×
 ×  



 

               
2

16 %
3

=

Q.80.(4) 800

300 200 300
Rent Food

144 156
 Difference
 156-144
 12 = 60
 1 = 5
 800 = Rs. 4000

Tata Memorial tied up with IDA for prevention of oral cancer
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PayPal will acquire online lender Swift Financial

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.121. (1) intervention is a correct word.
Q.122. (3)  isn’t even is a correct usage.
Q.123. (3)  includes is a right usage.
Q.124. (2)  People’s is a correct usage.
Q.125. (1)  Reversing is a correct word.
Q.126. (2)
Q.127. (4)
Q.128. (5)
Q.129. (1)
Q.130. (4)  The correct rearrangement is - BCEADF
Q.131. (2)  Answer lies at last of the seventh paragraph.
Q.132. (3) Answer lies in the beginning of the fifth 

paragraph.
Q.133. (4) 
Q.134. (4) Answer lies in the mid of the sixth paragraph.
Q.135. (2) Answer lies in the last paragraph.
Q.136. (3) Answer lies in the last paragraph.
Q.137. (4) For other options
 Germane(Adj)-relevant
Q.138. (3) For other options
 Ostentatious(Adj)-flamboyant
 Pernicious(Adj)-harmful
Q.139. (2) For other options
 Tweak(V)-improve
 Snuff(V)-inhale
Q.140. (2) For other options
 Dabbler(N)-to take something superficially
 Joculiarity(N)-fun characterized by humour
Q.141. (5)  No Error

Q.142. (2)  Replace ‘undergoes’ with ‘undergoing’.
Q.143. (3)  Replace ‘block a major highway’ with 

‘blocking a major highway’
Q.144. (5)  ‘No Error’
Q.145. (1)  Replace ‘A CBI’ with ‘the CBI’.
Q.146. (4)  ‘Their’ should replace ‘its’. 
Q.147. (5)  No error
Q.148. (3)  ‘until’ should replace ‘unless’
Q.149. (1)  ‘brewing’ should replace ‘brew’
Q.150. (2)  ‘across’ should replace ‘along’
Q.151. (4) For other options
 tweak(V)-improve
Q.152. (2)
Q.153. (1) For other options
 contrite(Adj)-rueful
 soot(N)- a deep black powdery or flaky 

substance consisting largely of amorphous 
carbon

 whisk(V)-beat
Q.154. (2)
Q.155. (2) For other options
 dour(Adj)-stern
 emanate(V)-give out a feeling
 craven(Adj)-cowardly
Q.156. (2)
Q.157. (4)
Q.158. (3)
Q.159. (5)
Q.160. (1) 
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India and the US will co-host Global Entrepreneurship Summit (GES) at Hyderabad

Q.161.(3) Radio waves are medium by which wireless 
networks are connected.

Q.162.(3) Router is a networking component that allow 
multiple computer to connect to the internet.

Q.163.(2) Motherboard is not found on an Integrated 
circuit.

Q.164.(4) Encryption is a coding process use for security.
Q.165.(1) Operating system and processor define 

Plateform for computer.
Q.166.(4) 2 and 3 both
Q.167.(1) TCP/IP is a protocol.
Q.168.(2) Logical error occur in Algorithm.
Q.169.(4) System software manages hardware and 

application software perform tasks. 
Q.170.(2) Zipping is a process to compress of file.
Q.171.(1) Buffering process stored data for short time.
Q.172.(1) Multitasking operating system runs multiple 

application simultaneously.
Q.173.(2) Instant messaging/Google toolbar are 

freeware Programs.
Q.174.(4) Information over Internet can access by using 

www, webserver and website.
Q.175.(1) Peak data Rate define the data rate in the 

traffic.
Q.176.(3) Internet Model Consists of 4 layer.
Q.177.(3) OSI  Model allow any two system to 

communicate.
Q.178.(3) Address bus width define the speed of 

microprocessor.
Q.179.(3) Signals and data can be Analog or Digital.
Q.180.(4) All
Q.181.(2) SMTP (Simple Mail Transfer Protocol) used 

to read e-mail.

Q.182.(1) CBR - Constant Bit Rate

Q.183.(3) Ken Thompson developed the first UNIX OS.

Q.184.(3) The value that you search called Search 
Argument.

Q.185.(3) Complex Model is not a valid DBMS data 
model.

Q.186.(4) Loader always resides in main memory. 

Q.187.(2) Ctrl + Page Up move to Previous Page.

Q.188.(1) Computer programmer does all the thinking 
for a computer . 

Q.189.(2) Tree like structure is not characteristic of 
relational database model.

Q.190.(1) Grouped data item together for storage is 
called record.

Q.191.(4) All options are database administrator’s 
function.

Q.192.(3) FortrAN is used for scientific oriented 
problem.  
 

Q.193.(3) Narrow band channel moves data relatively 
slow.  

Q.194.(4) All are consisted by teleprocessing system.

Q.195.(2) Multiprograming system is concurrent 
processing of two or more programs .

Q.196.(3) Bus means exchanging of information 
between the components of a computer.

Q.197.(3) Modern is not a transmission medium.

Q.198.(4) Spread sheet receive ,store and display 
different types of data ,namely text, numbers 
and formulae.

Q.199.(4) Browser is used to view web page.

Q.200.(3) Floppy Disk has smallest storage capacity.








