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Editorial
Don’t watch the clock; Do what it Does. 

Be unstoppaBle.

Dear Aspirants,

Life is not about waiting for the right moment, it is all about creating one for yourself. These months 
are very decisive for you all. This is the time of the year when you can transform your dream of getting 
a government job into a reality. Your hard work and all your efforts will help you in determining your 
future. 

If you did not get the desired results than don’t get disheartened, never stop learning. Think what 
you have achieved till now. Apart from selection, what matters the most is what you have gained so 
far. Your knowledge, your experiences and your learnings will positively result into something good. 
Always be a learner of new experience.

This issue of your very own monthly magazine is bringing the best and the burning topics of the month 
such as ‘RIGHT TO PRIVACY’. This issue is one the most discussed topics everywhere. We all need 
to develop our vision about Right to privacy. A part from this, ‘HINDI DIWAS’ was celebrated on 
14 September. ‘Hindi’ is our Rajbhasha in Devnagari script yet it is overlooked by all of us. All these 
topics and many more are discussed in this edition.

We put out best efforts to create the best for you. 

Wishing you all the very best for your upcoming examinations and as we always say ‘your success is 
our success’.

Best wishes         “Your Success is Our Success”

Gratitude

With Best Wishes
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.
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PERSONAL DETAILS
Name    :  Gaurav Singh Jethwani 
Father’s Name  :  Madho Singh Jethwani
Mother’s Name :  Meera Jethani
Hobbies  : Reading books and 
                     newspaper
Prior Selection  : This is my first selection
Name of the Exam : Bank of Baroda 
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 177190133
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : PDH0270469367
MICA : Mahendras family expresses its heartiest 

congratulations on your success.
GAURAV : Thank You.
MICA : To whom do you want to give the credit of 

your selection?
GAURAV : My parents and faculties of my coaching 

(Mahendras Institute)
MICA : After how many attempts did you succeed in 

examination?
GAURAV : This was my 1st attempt.
MICA : What is the role of Mahendras institute in your 

selection?
GAURAV : Mahendras helped me a lot with clearing all 

my concepts. They provided us with very 
good study material and also class room notes, 
online speed tests and the interview classes 
proved to be very helpful. Along with it Digi 
page provided by mahendra guru and their 
online videos are very helpful. 

MICA : How did you prepare for the examination?
GAURAV :  By regularly reading English News 

Papers, online study material published on 
mahendraguru.com, watching videos on 
mahendra guru YouTube channel and drilling 
on Question Paper Sets (Speed Tests).

English
I used to read ‘The Hindu’ newspaper on daily basis, 

reading Hindu Vocabulary daily published on Mahendra 
guru, class notes and took Speed Tests on regular basis.

Reasoning Ability
Mahendras Books on Reasoning Ability helped me a lot to 
deal with various types of problems on verbal as well as 

non-verbal reasoning and of course the Speed Tests.
Maths

Mahendraguru you tube videos were very useful and 
Solved Questions in classes and took STs on regular basis.

General Awareness
Online Current Affairs, Digi page and Digi notes from 

Mahendra guru is very helpful.
Computer & Marketing

Solved Practice Sets and remain updated via 
mahendraguru app.

MICA : How about “Master in Current Affairs Magazine”?
GAURAV : MICA in itself is a ‘complete’ magazine for 

general awareness with exam focused content, 
latest questions and model test papers of other 
subjects too. It is very helpful in my overall 
preparations.  

MICA : What is the best thing about our coaching 
institute, according to you?

GAURAV : According to me it is the overall support of 
faculties their guidance, facility of speed tests 
and PSS is the best part of Mahendras.

MICA : What is the role of “Time Management” in 
one’s success?

GAURAV : Definitely time management plays a crucial 
role. It is the key to crack Bank exams apart 
from subject knowledge, time management is 
utmost important.

MICA : How did you prepare for the Interview?
GAURAV : I joined interview classes and attended all 

the mocks interviews which helped a lot in 
grooming my personality.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview Board and the 
questions asked?

GAURAV : The interview board was very friendly and 
mostly personal questions were asked.

The questions asked were:
(I)    About my B.tech background
(II)   Why I am choosing banking after B.tech.
(III)  About NEFT, RTGS, SWIFT AND PARA BANKING
(IV)  Situational questions
MICA : By whom did you get information of your 

selection and what was your reaction?
GAURAV :  I checked the result myself and was extremely 

happy and satisfying after seeing it.
MICA : What message do you want to convey to other 

aspirants?
GAURAV : Study hard and manage your time wisely.
MICA : Congratulations once again on your success. 

Your success is our success.
GAURAV : Thank You Mahendra for guiding me to Success.

10th India-European Union Counter Terrorism Dialogue was held at New Delhi.

GAURAV
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 # According to whom India’s GDP growth will remain in the range of 6.5-7.5 % over the      
next 12-18 months:  Moody’s

 # According to NOMURA, GDP growth in June quarter to be around:  6.6 %
 # Who has won the Hungarian grand prix 2017:  Sabestian Vettel
 # Who has launched “Jiyo Parsi Publicity Phase-2” in Mumbai:  Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
 # What do I stands for in the abbreviation UPI:  Interface
 # Who has been appointed as the part-time member on IRDAI board:  Ravi Mittal
 # Who has been named as president for its India and SAARC operations  by Tech giant     

Cisco:  Sameer Garde
 # Ustad Sayeeduddin Dagar who died recently, belongs to which field:  Music
 # Veteran Karnataka BJP leader B B Shivappa passed away recently, belongs to which     

constituency:  Sakleshwar
 # Who has won the ATP Atlanta title for the fourth time:  John Isner
 # Sumita Sanyal who died at the age of 71 belongs to which field:  Acting
 # Who has been appointed as the Tata Group’s chief digital officer by Tata Sons:  Aarthi Subramanian
 # Name the Chinese rights activist & Nobel laureate who died recently:  Liu Xiaobo
 # Jodhpur Guide Association honoured which Bollywood actor with honorary membership:   Shah Rukh Khan
 # Google acquired which artificial intelligence start-up to add new users to Internet:  Halli Labs
 # What does E stands for in the abbreviation DEMU:  Electrical
 # What is India’s rank out of 157 nations on SDG index:  116
 # Which Indian brand have been ranked fourth in the Top 10 influential brands by IPSOS:  Patanjali
 # Who have been appointed by GoDaddy as Vice – President & Managing Director of India:  Nikhil Arora
 # Who has been appointed to head Singapore’s Nanyang Technological University:  Subra Suresh
 # Who became the second Indian to win a gold at the World Para Athletics Championships:  Sundar Singh Gurjar
 # Who inaugurated the 7th Edition of KKM Memorial Gold Cup - Rural Football     

Tournament at West Bengal:  Pranab Mukherjee
 # Which airport has been ranked first in customer satisfaction Index Survey:  Raipur Airport
 #  Who has been appointed as the CEO of National Stock Exchange:  Vikram Limaye
 # Who has been nominated as the Director on Central Board by RBI:  Subhash Chandra Garg
 # Former Augusta National chairman Hootie Johnson died recently, he hailed from which     

country:  United States of America
 # Indian Railways launched which integrated mobile app to provide better customer services:  RAIL-SARTHI
 # Who inks long term tariff contract with Indian Railways, to improve rail infrastructure:  Tata Steels
 # Who has been recognised as the India’s Global Icon by Times Now ICICI bank NRI Awards:  Dr. A S Kiran Kumar
 # US House have passed a bill on defence co-operation with which country:  India
 # Who has signed a Mou with Department of Defence Production for the financial year     

2017-18:  BEL
 # Who has set the world record in 100 metres sprint race and have become oldest athlete to     

participate in the championship:  Julia Hawkins
 # Who has bagged the silver medal at World Para Athletics Championships:  Amit Saroha
 # Which city will host international ‘Maharashtra Open’ tournament in January 2018:  Pune
 # Bank of India launched which project to overcome bad loans:   Project Connect
 # Who has been appointed as the Minister of Rural Development:  Narendra Tomar
 # According to the World Bank report, what is India’s rank in the fastest growing economy:  4th

12th August 2017 was observed as the International Youth Day.
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 # A Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) is a company registered under:  Companies Act, 1956
 # Who have developed first bio-methane bus:  Tata Motors
 # Nar Bahadur Bhandari who died recently belongs to which field:  Politics
 # Who has been appointed by Facebook as vice-president of communications for its     

multiple platforms:  Rachel Whetstone
 # Department of Defence Production has signed a MoU with whom to boost revenue from     

operations:  GSL
 # What does R stands for in the abbreviation GRSE:  Reach
 # An MoU of how much amount has been signed between Department of Defence     

Production And HSL for the financial year 2017-18 :  `600 crore
 # Who is the chairman & managing director of Bharat Dynamics Limited:  V Udaya Bhaskar
 # Who has been appointed by Apple as new Managing Director for Greater China:  Isabel Ge Mahe
 # To boost home loans, State Bank of India has launched:  SBI Reality
 # Who has been appointed as the 12th Chief Minister of Nagaland:  T R Zeliang
 # What is the name of the mobile app launched by UIDAI for Android phones:  mAADHAAR
 # Who is going to build Asia’s largest milk production facility in India:  GEA
 # Cabinet has approved MOC in respect of tax matters between India and ____countries:  BRICS
 # With which country India has signed a on cooperation in space technology in May 2017:  Netherlands
 # According to NCAER survey report, which state has topped the list of states with most     

investment potential:  Gujarat
 # By whom, India is expected to achieve the projected growth rate of 7.4% in 2017 and     

further up 7.6% next year:  ADB
 # What does D stands for in the abbreviation IRDAI:  Development
 # Who holds the ministry of Defence:  Nirmala Sitharaman
 # Which city is set to become a hub for animation and graphics, approved by the cabinet:  Bengaluru
 # With whom Ashok Leyland has signed an agreement to develop e-vehicles:  Sun Mobility
 # Who has been elected as the 14th president of India:  Ram Nath Kovind
 # Walmart India appointed as its Chief operating officer:  Devendra Chawla
 # Britain’s Jaguar Land Rover set to open first overseas engine plant in which country:  China
 # Who has signed a co-innovation memorandum of understanding with International     

Institute of Information Technology Hyderabad (IIIT- H):  Invesco
 # Who has been appointed as chief operating officer by Blackbuck:  Arvind Singhal
 # Which Indian-origin MP has been elected to head UK’s committee on immigration & visas:  Keith Vaz
 # The India-Japan Agreement for Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of which energy has     

entered into force:  Nuclear Energy
 # Who has been nominated by Donald Trump as Afghanistan’s Ambassador:  John R Bass
 # Which Bollywood actress would be honoured at Torento Film Festival:  Priyanka Chopra
 # Who has been appointed by LeEco as its new chairman:  Sun Hongbin
 # How much amount has been approved by government for ICDS in the year 2017-18:  14680 Crore
 # Who has been awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award for his contributions as a     

Parliamentarian in the Lok Sabha:  Lal Krishna Advani
 # Who has been appointed as Joint Secretary in PMO:  Gopal Baglay
 # Who is set to be appointed by the Ministry of External Affairs as the new spokesperson:  Raveesh Kumar
 # Who has been appointed as the Secretary to the newly elected president of India:  Sanjay Kothari

15th BIMSTEC ministerial meeting was recently held in Kathmandu. 
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 # Bank of Baroda has signed a MoU with whom for services to government’s e-marketplace:  DGS&D
 # Who has been appointed as Managing Director of India Operations by Adobe Systems:   Shanmugh Natarajan
 # Who has been appointed as the White House communications director:  Anthony Scaramucci
 # Who has won Bronze medal at World Para Athletics Championships 2017 in the F55     

category:  Karamjyoti Dalal
 # The UN has selected which city as the data hub for the Middle East North Africa and     

South Asia (MENASA) region:  Dubai
 # Peter Doohan passed away recently, he belongs to which field:  Sports
 # Which country is going to host the GCCS 2017:  India
 # Who has won the US Open Grand Prix Gold tournament:  H S Prannoy
 # Who became the first Russian to win the Croatia Open:  Andrey Rublev
 # Udupi Ramachandra Rao died recently, he belongs to which field:  Science
 # World’s First Autonomous Ship to be launched in 2018, what is its name:  Yara Birkeland
 # Name the Kerala NCP president who died recently:  Uzhavoor Vijayan
 # Who won bronze medal in T42 category in World Para Athletics Championship 2017:  Varun Singh Bhati
 # Who clinched gold at Commonwealth Youth Games 2017:  Sachin Siwach
 # Who became the youngest American to win the Golf-British Open championship 2017:  Jordan Spieth
 # World’s first wind farm Hywind to be built off in:  Scotland Coast
 # India launched the first R&D facility for high-end fuels, gas in:  Faridabad
 # Who has been named as the captain of the team of the ICC Women’s World Cup 2017:  Mithali Raj
 # Ram Nath Kovind took oath as India’s _____ President:  14th 
 # Who is set to join Alphabet’s board of members:  Sundar Pichai
 # How many medals India won at the Commonwealth Youth Games 2017:  11
 # According to IMF what is India’s GDP projection for the year 2018:  7.7%
 # Which bill has been introduced by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley to replace Banking     

Regulation Act 1949:  Banking Regulation  
  (Amendment) Bill 2017

 # Yash Pal who died recently, belongs to which field:  Science
 # What doe E stands for in the abbreviation SHe-BOX:  Electronic
 # Singapore-based private equity firm TPG’s senior advisor Ajay Kanwal is to join     

Janalakshmi Financial Services as chief executive officer, who is he replacing:  V S Radhakrishnan
 # What does R stands for in the abbreviation RNBC:  Residuary
 # Which country will host the men’s World Boxing Championship for the first time in 2021:  India
 # What is the loan limit for education under priority sector:  upto 10 lakhs
 # What does E stands for in the abbreviation RERA:  Estate
 # Kent RO Systems has partnered with whom to mark the entry into the Middle East:  LuLu Hypermarkets
 # Which state government has launched ‘Apni Gaddi Apna Rozgar’ scheme:  Punjab
 # Which defence & engineering limited has launched two NOPV’s recently:  Reliance
 # Who has been appointed as the executive vice president and to head the new business unit:  Arun Ramchandra
 # The Union Government introduced which mobile app for road maintenance:  AARAMBH
 # Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu died recently, belongs to which field:  Music
 # A renowned tennis player Mervyn Rose passed away, he hailed from which country:  Australia
 # Mumbai Metro has launched India’s first mobile ticketing system by an app, what is      

its name:  OnGo

Shapath Bharadwaj is India’s youngest athlete in the Target Olympic Podium (TOP) scheme. 
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 # Who has sworn in as deputy chief minister of Bihar:  Sushil Modi
 # S C Garg has been appointed as _____ on Asian Development Bank board:  Alternate Governor
 # Microsoft India has officially launched a mobile communications app for businesses and    

organizations, what is the app’s name:  KAIZALA
 # Dharam Singh, died recently, he belongs to which field:  Politics
 # Who inaugurated Abdul Kalam memorial in Rameswaram:  Narendra Modi
 # Which company is going to set up big innovation hub in Bengaluru:  Accenture
 # Who has been appointed by GoAir as chief commercial officer:  Anand Sahai
 # Which is India’s second largest online travel operator:  Yatra
 # Paytm teams up with whom to set up a gaming company:  AG Tech Media
 # What is the name of the rocket Iran has successfully launched for the first time:  SIMORGH
 # Who has been appointed as Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer by Axis Bank:  Shikha Sharma
 # Name the apps launched by Government to send alerts on earthquake parameters and     

oceanic disturbances:  Sagar Vani and India  
  Quack

 # Inder Kumar who passed away recently, belongs to which field:  Acting
 # Who became the world’s largest chip maker after beating Intel:  Samsung
 # Australia is set to build one of the longest electric highways in:  Queensland
 # Who’s new book ‘The Ministry of Utmost happiness’ has made it to the Man Booker Prize      

list for this year:  Arundhati Roy
 # Who has won three bronze medals in Asian Youth Weightlifting Championship in Kathmandu:  Nirupama Devi
 # Which country will host AFC U-19 championship next year:  Indonesia
 # Paytm has promoted Senior Vice President to the position of COO, what is his name:  Kiran Vasireddy
 # Who has become the second Indian captain to score most test centuries:  Virat Kohli
 # Who has set new Guinness World Records achievement in India by making the world’s     

largest basketball lesson:  Kevin Durant
 # Country’s first unmanned tank, rolls out from the Chennai lab. What is its name:  Muntra
 # John Morris who died recently, belongs to which field:  Photography
 # Who has given NPCI final nod to operate Bharat Bill Payment System:  Reserve Bank of India
 # What is Bengaluru’s rank among top 50 global cities for women entrepreneurs listing:  40
 # Who has been appointed as global head of equities at Reliance Capital:  Sunil Singhania
 # Which company is now listed to be one of the world’s most valuable privately held companies:  Space X
 # NTPC has signed `6,608 crore loan agreement with which state government:  Uttar Pradesh
 # Former Minister Ashwani Kumar has been awarded as Order of Rising Sun by which country:  Japan
 # What is the theme of this year’s International Yoga Day:  Yoga for Health
 # According to Fitch Ratings, what is India’s GDP forecast for the year 2018-19:  7.5 %
 # Where did Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated POWERGRID’s 400 Kilo Volt (kV)     

Direct Current (D/C) Transmission Line:  Lucknow
 # Who has been renominated by India as its candidate at the International Court of Justice(ICJ):  Dalveer Bhandari
 # P.K.Kaw related to which field:  Medical
 # Which institute has been selected as the first recipient of the prime minister’s award for     

outstanding contribution for promotion and development of yoga:  Ramamani Iyengar  
  Memorial Yoga Institute

 # Amrit Pal was a famous:  Actor
Rinku Hooda has won Silver medal in the Javelin throw at 1st World Para Athletics Junior Championships in Switzerland.
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abbREviaTiONS
IPPB India Post Payments Bank
UBI Universal Basic Income
BHIM Bharat Interface for Money
DIPAM Department of Investment and Public Asset 

Management
NEET National Eligibility and Entrance Test
NCLT National Company Law Tribunal
 iMPORTaNT dayS aNd daTES
November 07 Infant Protection Day, World Cancer 

Awareness Day
November 08  World Radiology Day
November 10 World Science Day for Peace and Development
November 11 National Education Day
November 14 Children’s Day in India, World Diabetes Day
November 16 International day for Tolerance
November 17 World Student day, National Journalism day
November 18 World Adult day. World Chronic 

Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Day
November 19 National Integration Day, World Toilet Day
November 20 Africa Industrialization Day, Universal 

children day
November 21 World Television day, World Fisheries day, 

World Hello Day
November 25 World Non-veg day, International Day on 

Violence Against Women
November 26 National Law day- India or National 

constitution Day
November 30 National Flag Day

ECONOMiC glOSSaRy
Shell Companies
Shell Companies are companies which do not hold 
any assets and are not involved in any active business 
operations. All the assets and other possessions are retained 
by these companies only on papers, not in physical form. 
Therefore these companies are generally suspected by the 
government for various financial irregularities such as 
money laundering, tax evasion etc. 
Dormant companies unlike Shell Companies, are those 
companies which have not submitted their financial 
statements or annual returns for two successive years. The 
status of the dormant company is attained in two ways: 
one, the company chosen this status by itself (by filling 
an application to Registrar of Companies) or it is given to 
the company under section 455 of the company act for not 
filing annual financial statements.
Thus, the only difference between a shell company and a 
dormant company is that the former is suspected for indulging 
in irregular financial activities while the latter one is not.

bOOKS aNd auThORS

The Shershah of Kargil Captain Vikram BatraPVC
:-Deepak Surana

Girls Don’t Cry
:- Gajra Kottary

Exit West
:- Mohsin Hamid

Towards a Safer World of Banking 
:- T.T. Ram Mohan

India Priorities for the Future 
:- Bimal Jalan

70 government office buildings in Chattisgarh’s Raipur converted into India’s first micro forest. 
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Dharmendra Kumar
CISF ADG Dharmendra Kumar has 
been appointed as director general of 
the Railway Protection Force. Kumar is 
a 1984 batch IPS officer of Arunachal 
Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram-Union Territories 
(AGMUT) cadre. Before being 
appointed additional director general 
(ADG), Central Industrial Security 
Force (CISF), Kumar was serving as 
special commissioner (Special Unit) in the Delhi Police.
O Panneerselvam
Senior AIADMK leader O Panneerselvam 
was sworn in as the deputy chief 
minister of Tamilnadu. He has taken 
an oath by Governor Vidyasagar Rao 
at Raj Bhavan. The two factions of the 
AIADMK merged, six months after they 
split following the death of then Chief 
Minister J. Jayalalithaa.
Paneerselvam was made the 
Coordinator of the merged AIADMK. Chief Minister 
K. Palaniswami will be the Joint Coordinator, the Chief 
Minister announced at a brief function at the party 
headquarters while announcing the merger.
Anatoly Antonova
Veteran diplomat Anatoly Antonov 
has been appointed as Russia’s new 
ambassador to the US. He has the 
reputation of being a tough negotiator, 
with a deep suspicion of Washington. 
But, he is also a seasoned pragmatist 
able to adapt to sudden shifts in relations 
with the West. The 62-year-old deputy 
foreign minister will need all his skills 
and experience if he is to help pull US-Russia ties out of 
the deep freeze. He replaced Sergei Kislyak, who is under 
the accusations that the Kremlin had conspired to bring 
Donald Trump into the White House.
Ashwani Lohani
Ashwani Lohani was appointed as the 
new Chairman of Railway Board after 
Ashok Mittal tendered his resignation 
following recent train accidents on 
23rd of Aug 2017. Lohani who holds 
a degree in Mechanical Engineering, 
currently is the Chairman & Managing 
Director of Air India. Lohani belongs 
to the Indian Railways Service of 
Mechanical Engineers of the 1980 batch. Lohani, an 

officer of the railway mechanical service, had served earlier 
as the Divisional Regional Manager of Delhi. He was also 
ITDC chairman as well as the director of the Rail Museum 
in the capital.
Lohani holds Limca Book of Records for four engineering 
degrees in mechanical, electrical, metallurgical and 
Electronics and Telecommunications streams. He holds the 
Guinness Record for successfully running the ‘Fairy Queen 
Express’, the world’s oldest working steam locomotive. 
Randhir Kumar Jaiswal 
Senior diplomat Randhir Kumar Jaiswal 
was appointed as the social secretary to 
President Ram Nath Kovind. Jaiswal is a 
1998 batch officer of the Indian Foreign 
Service. The Appointments Committee of 
the Cabinet has approved his appointment 
to the post for a period of two years, an 
order issued by Department of Personnel 
and Training (DoPT) said. IRS officer 
Praveen Siddharth has been appointed as Officer on Special 
Duty in the president’s secretariat. Siddharth, a 2001 batch 
officer of the Indian Revenue Service (Income Tax), has been 
appointed to the post for a period of three years, it said.
Roopa Purushothaman
Tata Sons names Roopa Purushothaman 
as Chief Economist & Head of Policy 
Advocacy. Roopa Purushothaman is a 
graduate from Yale University, and has 
a post-graduate degree from the London 
School of Economics. Purushothaman 
is a graduate from Yale University, and 
has a post-graduate degree from the 
London School of Economics. She is also 
the founder of Avasara Leadership Institute, a non-profit 
educational institution focusing on accelerating academic 
and leadership outcomes for high potential adolescent girls in 
India. “To be a part of this group, during this period in India’s 
growth story, is truly a unique opportunity. I look forward to 
getting to work and deepening our collective understanding 
of macro patterns and demographic dynamics as they play 
out over the coming years,” said Purushothaman.

Nandan Nilekani
A little over 36 years after he co-founded 
Infosys Ltd with six others and exactly 
a decade after he stepped down as its 
chief executive officer, Nandan Nilekani 
has returned to the company after he 
was unanimously named by the board as 
its non-executive chairman in a widely 
anticipated move.  The appointment, a 
significant victory for co-founder N.R. 

AppOinTMEnT

AppOinTMEnT

19th August 2017 was observed as the World Humanitarian Day (WHD).
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Narayana Murthy in his fight against the board of Infosys, 
will soothe the nerves of the company’s largest investors, 
who have been spooked by the events of the past week, 
during which Vishal Sikka stepped down as CEO.
Dipak Mishra
Justice Deepak Mishra was administered 
the oath of office by President Ramnath 
Kovind as the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. Justice Deepak Mishra 
became the 45th Chief Justice of India’s 
Supreme Court. This responsibility has 
been entrusted to Justice JS Kher after 
retirement. Justice Deepak Mishra is 
not like any identity because he has 
given many decisions in the past which has proven to be a 
milestone in Indian history.
Let’s know the same five decisions given by them that have 
proved to be milestones.
Hanging of Yakub Memon -
Yakub Memon, convicted in the 1993 Mumbai blasts, 
filed a petition before the execution of his sentence just 
before his execution. In this case, the court was opened 
and heard on midnight of 29-30 July 2015, in which 
Yakub was hanged for hanging. Justice Mishra was 
also among the three judges who were hearing for the 
first time in the history of India for the first time. After 
hearing the arguments, Justice Mishra had ruled that the 
order to ban the hanging would have to be ridiculed for 
justice so the petition was cancelled. Yakub was executed 
a few hours later.
Prohibition Reservation In Promotion -
The Allahabad High Court had banned the policy of 
reservation in Uttar Pradesh’s Mayawati government’s 
promotion. After this the matter came to the Supreme Court 
and the Supreme Court upheld the Allahabad High Court’s 
decision. On April 27, 2012, the Supreme Court said that 
the information should be collected carefully before giving 
a promotion. Deepak Mishra was also in the bench of two 
judges who gave this decision.
National anthem mandatory in cinema hall -
The Supreme Court Bench headed by Justice Deepak 
Mishra had on November 30, 2016, ordered that the national 
anthem should be played before filming in theaters all over 
the country and during that time all the people present in the 
cinema hall will be standing.
It is mandatory to put a copy of FIR on the website in 
24 hours -
On September 7, 2016, the bench of Justice Deepak 
Mishra and Justice C. Nuppakon ordered states and union 
territories to upload the FIR of the FIR on its website 

within 24 hours. Earlier, when Justice Mishra was the 
Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court, on December 6, 
2010, he had given similar order to the Delhi Police so 
that people did not have to rotate in the absentee places 
and courts.
Constitutionality of criminal defamation remains intact -
On May 13, 2016, Justice Benign Mishra was also included 
in the bench of the Supreme Court who had ordered the order 
to maintain the constitutional status of criminal defamation. 
This verdict was pronounced in the case of Subramanian 
Swamy, Rahul Gandhi, Arvind Kejriwal and others versus 
Union. The Bench made it clear that the right to expression 
is not unlimited.
Justice Dipak Misra was sworn in as the 45th Chief Justice of 
India. At a brief ceremony in the Darbar Hall of Rashtrapati 
Bhawan, President Ramnath Kovind administered the 
oath of office to Misra. Justice Misra, 64, assumes office 
following the retirement of Justice J S Khehar yesterday.
Misra will remain in office till October 2, 2018. As per the 
established practice, Justice Khehar had named Misra as the 
next CJI last month.
Mishra is a quiet, diminutive man with a steely resolve. 
He has done his fair share of constitutional arm-twisting 
without raising his voice: he got the government to withdraw 
President’s rule in Uttarakhand rather than have an adverse 
order passed against it.
Mishra’s order making the national anthem mandatory 
in movie halls did stir up a controversy, but those who 
know him speak about his commitment to the symbols 
of Indian democracy and the Indian state: the flag, the 
emblem, and of course, the Constitution. His rulings in 
Nirbhaya and the Mumbai blasts case had showed his 
steely side.
He has his work cut out - filing up judicial vacancies, 
dealing with contentious cases such as Ayodhya, Cauvery 
and women’s right to enter the Sabarimala temple in 
Kerala. He also gets the contentious MOP (Memorandum 
of Procedure of appointment of judges) issue in legacy 
from Khehar.
Rajiv Gauba
Senior IAS officer Rajiv Gauba took the 
charge as the new Union Home Secretary 
for a fixed two-year tenure.
Gauba, who succeeded Rajiv Mehrishi, 
is a 1982-batch IAS officer of the 
Jharkhand cadre.
Gauba has been serving as the Officer on 
Special Duty in the Home Ministry.
In the past, Gauba has also represented India on the board of 
International Monetary Fund for four years.

AppOinTMEnT

19th August 2017 was observed as the World Photography Day.
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Kuldip Kaura
Board of Vedanta Limited has announced 
the appointment of Kuldip Kaura as the 
interim chief executive officer from 
September 1, 2017. 
This comes as former CEO Tom Albanese 
steps down on August 31. Kaura has held 
various senior management & leadership 
roles with the group for 15 years. 
Kaura was CEO of Vedanta from 2005 to 2008 & has 
been president of the office of the group’s chairman since 
2016.
PV Sindhu
Bridgestone India has announced 
Olympic silver medallist P V Sindhu 
as its 1st brand ambassador. As part of 
the 3-year agreement, Sindhu will be 
included in Bridgestone’s activations 
around its Worldwide Olympic 
Partnership. Sindhu’s journey is an 
epitome of perseverance & is a setting 
example to youth to ‘Chase Your Dream’ 
which echoes with Bridgestone’s global association with 
Olympic Games
R K Raghavan
Former CBI director R K Raghavan 
has been appointed as the Indian High 
Commissioner to Cyprus.
Raghavan, who was CBI director 
from Jan 1999 to April 2001, had 
investigated high profile cases like 
Priyadarshini Mattoo murder case, 
2002 Gujarat riots.
Raghavan is a recipient of Indian Police Medal for 
Meritorious Service and the President’s Police Medal for 
Distinguished Service.
Rajiv Mehrishi
Senior bureaucrat Rajiv Mehrishi has 
been appointed to lead the country’s 
top audit body Comptroller and Auditor 
General. The former Union Home 
Secretary will replace Shashi Kant 
Sharma whose term ends on September 
23. The CAG is appointed for a term of 
six years or till the incumbent attains the 
age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.
Sunil Arora
Govt has appointed former I&B secretary Sunil Arora as the 
Election Commissioner.

He is a 1980 batch IAS officer of 
Rajasthan cadre, has worked in ministries 
such as finance, textiles. He has been 
brought in to fill the vacancy created by 
former CEC Nasim Zaidi. He will get 
4 years in Election Commission & will 
most likely oversee the conduct of Lok 
Sabha polls in 2019 as the CEC.
Rajiv Kumar
Senior bureaucrat Rajiv Kumar has been 
appointed Secretary in the Department 
of Financial Services. Kumar, a 1984 
batch IAS officer of Jharkhand cadre, 
is at present Special Secretary & 
Establishment Officer in the Ministry 
of Personnel. Kumar has spearheaded 
several reforms in Indian bureaucracy 
including an online system for recording 
of the bureaucrats’ annual performance appraisal reports
JY Pillay
JY Pillay, an Indian-origin veteran civil 
servant, was appointed as Singapore’s 
acting president until a new head of state 
is sworn in later in September.
He took over from Tony Tan Keng Yam 
who completed a six-year term. This 
is the first time the office has fallen 
vacant since the elected presidency was 
introduced in 1991.
Rajiv Kumar
Noted economist Rajiv Kumar took over 
as the vice-chairman of government 
think tank Niti Aayog. Kumar replaced 
Arvind Panagariya, an Indian-American 
economist who left the think tank to 
return to academia. Kumar had also 
served as the chief economist of CII 
and held senior positions in the Asian 
Development Bank, the Indian Ministry of Industries, and 
the Ministry of Finance.
Santosh Sharma
The Ministry of Mines has appointed 
Santosh Sharma as Chairman and 
Managing Director of Hindustan Copper 
for a period of five years. Sharma joined 
the Company as General Manager 
(Operations) in 2013 and thereafter, he 
became Executive Director (Operations). 
He became Director (Operations) of the 
company with effect from March 1, last 
year.

AppOinTMEnT

3 Indian companies featured in the Forbes’ List of ‘World’s Most Innovative Companies 2017. 
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Kenneth I Juster
President Trump has announced his 
intent to nominate Kenneth I Juster, a top 
economic aide & an expert on India, as 
the US ambassador to India. Juster, who 
is Deputy Assistant to US President for 
International Economic Affairs would 
replace Richard Verma if nominated & 
confirmed by Senate.The position has 
been lying vacant since 20 Jan when 
Trump was sworn in as the 45th President of U.S.
Sanjaya Baru
Sanjaya Baru has taken over as the 
Secretary General of Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry. 
Prior to this, Baru was Media Advisor 
to P.M. Manmohan Singh & Director for 
Geo-economics & Strategy, International 
Institute of Strategic Studies, London. 
He was also Member of NSA Board of 
India, India-ASEAN Eminent Persons 
Group & Indian National Defence University Committee.
Anita Karwal
IAS officer Anita Karwal has been 
appointed as the new chairperson of Central 
Board of Secondary Education. Karwal, a 
Gujarat-cadre IAS officer, who is Additional 
Secretary in the Ministry of Human 
Resources Development replaces Rajesh 
Kumar Chaturvedi as the chairperson of 
CBSE.
Karwal was the Gujarat Chief Electoral officer during the Lok 
Sabha election in 2014.
Gopal Singh
Govt has given interim charge of 
Coal India Ltd Chairman to Gopal 
Singh, Chairman of Central Coalfields. 
Singh has been given the charge to 
the position of Coal India chairman 
fell vacant following superannuation 
of incumbent chairman Suthirtha 
Bhattacharya.
The selection process of chairman for Coal India was 
scrapped last month after govt said it did not find anybody 
suitable for the post.
Lt Gen Sanjay Kumar Jha
Lt Gen Sanjay Kumar Jha has taken over as the 48th 
Commandant of the Indian Military Academy, Dehradun. 
A highly decorated soldier, Lt Gen Sanjay Kumar Jha is an 
alumni of National Defence Academy and Indian Military 

Academy. He was commissioned into 
the 17th Battalion of the Sikh Regiment 
on December 13, 1980. He has also held 
instructional appointments at Indian 
Military Academy, Indian Military 
Training Team (Bhutan) and Army 
War College. He has served as Deputy 
Commander and Chief of Staff of an 
Infantry Brigade in the United Nations 
Mission at Congo. Lt Gen Sanjay Kumar Jha has recieve a 
number of awards both gallantry and distinguished for his 
sustained hard work and meritorious service.  He has been 
decorated with the GOC-in-C Commendation Card (twice), 
VCOAS Commendation Card, Sena Medal, Yudh Seva 
Medal and Ati Vishist Seva Medal. He is also the Colonel 
of the Sikh Regiment. He was GOC-in-C of a Corps in the 
North East, before assuming the present appointment.
Vasant Narasimhan
Global pharma major Novartis has named 
Vasant Narasimhan as chief executive 
officer (CEO) from 1 February 2018. 
He will replace Joseph Jimenez who 
will step down in 2018 after eight years. 
Narasimhan is currently the global head 
(drug development) and chief medical 
officer of the company and is also 
member of the executive committee of the 
company. Narasimhan has worked on numerous leadership 
positions across Novartis in commercial, drug development 
and strategy roles. Prior to his current role, he served as the 
head of development for Novartis Pharmaceuticals. 
P.R. Seshadri
Karur Vysya Bank appointed P.R. 
Seshadri as managing director (MD) and 
chief executive officer (CEO). Seshadri 
has will replace K. Venkataraman who 
has been leading the bank for more 
than six years. Seshadri took over the 
new responsibility at the bank’s office. 
A statement issued from the bank said. 
An alumnus of Indian Institute of 
Management (IIM) Bengaluru, Seshadri has over 25 years 
of experience in commercial and retail banking. Prior to 
taking up the new role, Seshadri had served Citibank India 
in various capacities, including the managing director, Citi 
Financial Consumer Finance Ltd, Citi Financial Retail 
Services India. He had also served London-based BFC 
Bank Ltd as the CEO.
A.B. Pandey
The Unique Identification Authority of India’s CEO 
A.B. Pandey has been appointed as the interim 
chairman of the goods and services tax network. Pandey 

AppOinTMEnT

5 Judge bench of Supreme Court declared the practice of Triple Talaq as ‘unconstitutional’.
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AppOinTMEnT
was given additional charge days 
after GSTN’s first chairman Navin 
Kumar completed his term on 29 
August. GSTN is the firm providing 
information technology backbone and 
portal for registration and tax returns 
under the GST regime.
Harsh Mohan
Harsh Mohan, Etihad Group’s chief of 
support services has been nominated to 
Jet Airways board. He joined the airline 
as vice president, internal audit and risk 
management in 2011, before progressing 
to senior VP audit, compliance and risk 
management in 2013. So far Jet has 
announced just a single nomination-Mohan-
to the board. Etihad currently owns about a 
quarter of Jet.
Halimah Yacob
Halimah Yacob, a former speaker of 
parliament from the Muslim Malay 
minority, did not have to face an election 
after authorities decided her rivals did 
not meet strict eligibility criteria.She 
meets the criteria set out for those in 
the public sector, having held office for 
at least 3 years as Speaker.She will be 
Singapore’s 1st female President & the 
first Malay head of state in 47 years.
Mahendra Pratap Mall 
Mahendra Pratap Mall has been 
appointed as the chairman & managing 
director of Indian Railway Catering and 
Tourism Corporation.The appointments 
committee of the Union cabinet has 
approved his appointment to the post 
for a period of five years.He is at present 
director (finance) in Indian Railway 
Catering and Tourism Corporation.
Manisha Singh 
Donald Trump has nominated Indian-
American lawyer Manisha Singh to a 
key administration position in State 
Department, making her in charge of 
economic diplomacy. If confirmed 
by Senate she would replace Charles 
Rivkin as assistant secretary of state for 
economic affairs. She is a former deputy 
assistant secretary of state in Bureau of 
Economic, Energy and Business Affairs.
Abanti Sankaranarayanan 
The Advertising Standards Council of India has appointed 
Abanti Sankaranarayanan as the chairman of its board. 

Sankaranarayanan, former Vice-
chairman of Confederation of Indian 
Alcoholic Beverage Companies, 
has been a member of the Board of 
Governors for four years. She is also 
the Chief Strategy and Corporate Affairs 
Officer at Diageo India.
Y C Modi 
Senior Indian Police Service officer Y C 
Modi was appointed as the new director 
general of National Investigation 
Agency. He will replace Sharad Kumar, 
who is set to retire on Oct 30. Modi is 
an IPS officer of 1979 batch of Haryana 
cadre & was appointed as the chief 
of NIA in 2013. He had been part of a 
Supreme Court-appointed Special Investigation Team that 
probed 2002 Gujarat riots case.
Mercedes Araoz 
Peruvian President Pedro Pablo 
Kuczynski has appointed a former 
Economy Minister Mercedes Araoz as 
the new Prime Minister. Araoz replaces 
Fernando Zavala, who was forced to 
resign under Peru’s constitution because 
of the no-confidence vote. Araoz, who 
is also a lawmaker has served as the 
economy minister during part of the 2006-11 administration 
of President Alan Garcia.
Chuck Robbins 
Cisco has announced that its CEO 
Chuck Robbins will be appointed as the 
Executive Chairman of the company. 
The announcement came after John 
Chambers, present Executive Chairman, 
notified the Board of Directors that he 
will not stand for re-election.
Robbins had joined Cisco in 1997 & 
assumed the role of CEO in July, 2015. Chambers will be 
given the honorary title of Chairman Emeritus.
Gautam Bambawale 
India’s high commissioner to Pakistan 
Gautam Bambawale has been appointed 
as the ambassador to China. He has 
served as joint secretary of East Asia 
division where he handled both China 
& Japan. Reshuffle was necessitated as 
India’s current ambassador to China Vijay 
Gokhale was appointed as Secretary 
(Economic Relations) in MEA. Gokhale 
played a lead role in defusing the Doklam crisis with Beijing.

7 Indian chess players took part in the Chess World Cup to be held in Tbilisi, Georgia. 
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Saraswati Samman.
The prestigious literary award, the 
Saraswati Samman for 2016 was awarded 
to Konkani writer Mahabaleshwar 
Sail.He was awarded for his novel 
“Hawthan” that captures the lives of the 
potter community in Goa. Sail reflected 
on how Konkani language and literature 
had been subdued and how it took a 
resurgence after Goa’s independence to 
give the language its rightful place.
‘Exhibitor Of the Year’ Award
Ajay Bijli, Chairman & MD of PVR, will 
receive “Exhibitor of the Year” Award at 
Cine Asia Awards Ceremony in Hong 
Kong. Bijli has also been honored with 
E&Y Entrepreneurial Award for Business 
Transformation, CNBC’s Emerging India 
Award and Most Admired Multiplex 
Professional. PVR currently operates a 
cinema circuit comprising of 597 screens at 130 properties 
in 51 cities.
Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Award 
Reliance Foundation was awarded the 
Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Award for its 
contribution to promotion of sports during 
the national sports awards ceremony at 
Rashtrapati Bhawan. Foundation focuses 
on using sports as a medium to encourage 
learning & breed leadership among youth 
in rural areas. The foundation also backs 
Indian Super League, which has now 
become India’s premier football tournament.
Grand Prix Award 
Sikkim Chief Minister Pawan Chamling 
was honoured for his pioneering work 
in the field of organic farming during a 
ceremony at Lagau on the occasion of 
the One World Festival. Chamling was 
conferred the Grand Prix Award during 
the One World Award ceremony. It took 
Sikkim 13 years to fully implement 
organic farming since the idea was mooted way back in 2003.
Life time award 
The renowned Indian Badminton legend 
Prakash Padukone has been selected for 
the first life time award by Badminton 
Association of India. Padukone had 
won the 1980 All England, besides 
bagging a bronze at the 1983 World 
Championship in Copenhagen. He also 

‘Child Genius’ in UK
An Indian-origin boy, 12-year-old Rahul 
Doshi was crowned as the UK’s ‘Child 
Genius’ in a popular television quiz 
competition on 20 August 2017. Rahul 
Doshi won the Channel 4 show ‘Child 
Genius’ by defeating his opponent Ronan 
a 9 year old boy by 10-4 points in the 
programme’s finale. He believed to be 
having an IQ higher than Albert Einstein 
and Stephen Hawking. He has a vast knowledge of his 
chosen subject – Edward Jenner’s medical innovation and 
methodology in 18th Century England.
The school boy from north London clinched the title by 
answering a question on 19th Century artists William 
Holman Hunt and John Everett Millais. Rahul has an IQ of 
162, which is believed to be higher than the likes of Albert 
Einstein and Stephen Hawking. He qualifies to be a member 
of Mensa club – the largest and oldest high IQ society in 
the world. Rahul ambition is to become a financial adviser. 
UEFA Europa League Player of the Season Award
Paul Pogba has won the UEFA Europa 
League Player of the Season award for 
2016/17 after helping Manchester United 
win the trophy. The French midfielder 
was awarded the inaugural prize at a 
ceremony in Monaco, having been chosen 
by a panel of judges that consisted of 
every manager who was involved in the 
group stage of the Europa League, plus 
55 journalists. Henrikh Mkhitaryan and Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
were also shortlisted for their impressive contributions 
during United’s journey to success in Stockholm, while 
Marcus Rashford finished fifth in the overall poll and Ander 
Herrera was joint-seventh.
Pogba started all 15 of United’s games in the competition 
last term and scored three goals – netting twice in the 4-1 
victory over Fenerbahce at Old Trafford in the group stages 
and opening the scoring in the 2-0 win over AFC Ajax in 
May’s final. The 24-year-old’s inspirational performances 
were instrumental in Jose Mourinho’s men winning 
the competition for the first time, completing the club’s 
collection of major trophies in the process. He was also one 
of eight United players named in UEFA’s Europa League 
squad of the tournament, alongside Sergio Romero, Antonio 
Valencia, Eric Bailly, Daley Blind, Herrera, Mkhitaryan and 
Ibrahimovic.
Pogba has begun this season in explosive form with two 
goals in United’s first two Premier League games and was 
named Man of the Match against Swansea City.

AwARdS/HOnOURS

AwARdS/HOnOURS

72nd anniversary of Hiroshima atomic bombing was observed on 6th August 2017.
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won a gold medal at the 1978 Commonwealth Games. 
He was bestowed with the Arjuna award in 1972 and the 
Padma Shri in 1982.
DC South Asia Film Festival (DCSAFF) Awards
Veteran Bollywood actor Zeenat Aman 
has been felicitated with lifetime 
achievement award for her immense 
contribution in the field of cinema at the 
DC South Asia Film Festival (DCSAFF).
The 65-year-old diva was presented 
with the honour by the Indian American 
philanthropist Frank Islam.Islam praised 
the veteran actor for inspiring women 
across all ages through her performances on the silver 
screen. ‘Lipstick Under My Burkha’ received the best 
feature film award at the festival while British-Indian actor-
director Kavi Raz was recognised with the outstanding 
achievement in international cinema award.
Emmy awards 
Sterling K Brown created history by 
becoming the 1st African American to 
win the best actor drama Emmy awards 
in 19 years for his performance as 
Randall Pearson in “This Is Us”.
This was the second Emmys win 
for K Brown, who took home a 
supporting-actor trophy last year. 

The last African American actor to win the award was 
Andre Braugher in 1998 for his role in “Homicide: 
Life on the Street”.
ANR award
Venkaiah Naidu, honoured SS 
Rajamouli with ANR National Award 
for his contribution to Telugu Film 
Industry. Baahubali franchise made SS 
Rajamouli a name to reckon with in the 
entire world.
Naidu described Rajamouli as One of 
the most creative, innovative & inspiring 
film-maker. ANR award was instituted in 2005 with an aim 
to recognise the contributions of stalwarts to Indian film 
industry.
UN award
Zannah Mustapha won the annual 
Nansen Refugee Award for his ‘crucial 
mediating’ role and efforts to help 
children affected by the insurgency in 
the country. Mustapha is the founder 
of Future Prowess Islamic Foundation 
School, a school that provides free 
Islamic-based education to children 
orphaned by insurgency. The school 
also provides free meals, uniforms and health care to its 
pupils.

AwARdS/HOnOURS

91-year-old Queen Elizabeth II of UK will resign from her throne at the age of 95. 
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OBiTUARY

PVRK Prasad

Retired IAS officer P V R K Prasad, 
who served as information advisor to 
former Prime Minister P V Narasimha 
Rao between 1991 and 1996, passed 
away early Monday. He was 77.  An IAS 
officer of Andhra Pradesh cadre, Prasad 
held several important positions in the 
state before moving to the Centre on 
deputation as an additional secretary to the Prime Minister. 

Prasad served as Executive Officer of Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD), which manages the country’s richest 
temple. He introduced several reforms and projects in the 
TTD functioning between 1978 and 82. He also earned a 
lot of respect as the chairman of Visakhapatnam Port Trust.

Jerry Lewis

Multi-talented US actor and comedian 
Jerry Lewis has died. He was 91. Lewis 
was known for his slapstick humour and 
a lucrative decade-long partnership with 
Dean Martin. He starred in more than 45 
films in a career spanning five decades.

He was hailed as ‘le Roi du Crazy’ (the 
king of crazy) and inducted into the 
Legion of Honor, France’s highest award, in 1984. He 
received a similar honour in 2006.

Amar Bahadur Singh

Colonel Amar Bahadur Singh, a close associate of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose, died at his ancestral village in 
Bareilly following prolonged illness. He was 102. Singh, a 
widower, breathed his last at his ancestral village Sirsa. He 
has a son. Singh, had served the Azad Hind Fauj after coming 
in contact with Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. His last rites 
were performed in the presence of eminent personalities.  

Rishang Keishing

Born to Rungdi Keishing and 
Mungshingla Keishing on October 25, 
1918 at Bungpa Khunou, Ukhrul district, 
Rishang Keishing married Khatingla 
Keishing on April 15, 1950. The couple 
had two daughters and four sons. He was 
a freedom fighter. He was a Member, First 
Lok Sabha 1952-57; Member, Manipur 
Territorial Council, 1957-61 and 1967-71; Member, Third 

Lok Sabha 1962-67; Member, Manipur Legislative 
Assembly 1972-2001; Cabinet Minister, Government 
of Manipur 1974-76 and Opposition leader, Manipur 
Legislative Assembly 1976-80.

Sofi Ghulam Mohiuddin

Former Jammu and Kashmir minister 
and PDP leader Sofi Ghulam 
Mohiuddin died at his ancestral home 
in Handwara area of Kupwara district. 
He was 67. Sofi was associated with 
Peoples Conference headed by Abdul 
Gani Lone for a long time and was 
member of the supreme council of the 
party when it was part of undivided Hurriyat Conference.

He was the minister for forests and environment. Sofi 
joined the PDP in 2008 but could not win any election 
after that. PDP vice president Mohammad Sartaj Madni 
expressed grief over Sofi’s demise.

Tom Pritchard

Tom Pritchard, the former fast bowler 
from New Zealand and Warwickshire 
stalwart during the 1940s and 1950s, 
has died at the age of 100. Pritchard, 
who claimed 818 wickets 23.30 across 
200 first-class games - including 695 
during a decade of service at Edgbaston 
- is arguably one of the finest bowlers 
never to have played Test cricket.

After serving in the Middle East and Italy during the 
war, he met and married, Mavis, soon after peace broke 
out in September 1945. They were married in December 
and went on to raise two daughters in a 63-year marriage 
before Mavis’s death in 2009.

Tony de Brum

Tony de Brum, the former Marshall 
Islands foreign minister who became a 
leading advocate for the landmark ‘Paris 
Agreement’, and an internationally 
recognised voice in the fight against 
climate change has died aged 72.

De Brum who was also the Pacific 
nation’s climate ambassador died in the 
capital Majuro surrounded by his family. After witnessing 
nuclear testing in the islands while growing up, de Brum 
also fought against nuclear weapons and for his nation’s 
independence.

OBiTUARY

UK Queen’s eldest son Prince Charles will become the new King of UK. 
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Ramananda Sengupta

India’s oldest cinematographer 
Ramananda Sengupta dies at 101 in 
Kolkata. He worked with film legends 
including French director Jean Renoir, 
Ritwik Ghatak, Mrinal Sen and Utpal 
Dutt. Sengupta had worked behind the 
camera in over 70 films, including Shilpi, 
Nishithe, Bindur Chhele, Personal 
Assistant, Headmaster and Teen Bhubaner Pare. He worked 
with legends including French director Jean Renoir, Ritwik 
Ghatak, Mrinal Sen and Utpal Dutt, among others.

Born on May 8, 1916 in Dhaka, Sengupta completed 
his formal education at Santiniketan. He got his first 
break in the industry in 1938 when he joined the 
Film Corporation of India in Kolkata as an assistant 
cameraman. His first film as a full-time cinematographer 
was the 1946 movie Purbaraag. In 1948, he worked with 
Renoir in Le Fleuve, which was released in 1951. He 
worked with Ritwik Ghatak on his debut film Nagarik 
and with Mrinal Sen in Raat Bhore. He was also one 
of the founding members of the Technicians’ Studio in 
South Kolkata’s Tollygunge.

Ahmed Khan

Ahmed Khan, member of India’s Asian 
Games gold-winning football team has 
passed away. Ahmed Khan, a member of 
India’s gold winning football team at the 
first Asian Games in 1951, passed away 
at the age of 91 after prolonged illness. 
A prolific striker, Khan represented India 
in two Olympic Games, 1948 in London 
and 1952 in Helsinki and two Asian Games in Delhi, and 
1954 in Manila.

Khan, who played as a striker, represented India in 11 
matches and made his debut against France in the London 
Olympics. He scored three goals including one against 
the erstwhile Yugoslavia in the 1952 Helsinki Olympics. 
Besides, he was also a member of the victorious back-to-
back Quadrangular Trophy winning Indian squad in 1953 
and 1954.

Khan was also known for being an East Bengal legend, 
and was a part of the famous ‘Pancha Pandavas’ of the 
‘Red and Golds’. The other four were Venkatesh, Saleh, 
Appa Rao and Dhanraj. He played for East Bengal from 
1949 to 1959 and captained the club in 1954. He scored 
62 goals for the Kolkata giants having won the IFA 

Shield four times, the Calcutta League, the Durand Cup 
and the DCM Trophy thrice each, and the Rovers Cup, 
the PK Nair Gold Cup and the HK Mookherjee Shield 
once each.

Ebrahim Yazdi

Iranian dissident politician Ebrahim 
Yazdi dead at 85. Iran’s most influential 
dissident politician who once served as 
foreign minister, Ebrahim Yazdi, has 
died. He was of 85 years. Yazdi died in 
Izmir, Turkey due to complications from 
cancer. He was a close ally of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, the late leader of the 
1979 Islamic Revolution.

Yazdi’s party ‘the Freedom Movement of Iran’ was part of 
the revolution, but later turned against the clerics as they 
consolidated power and crushed dissent. He was purged 
from office in early 1980s, he served as foreign minister 
in 1979, and as a lawmaker until 1983. He was frequently 
sentenced to prison, over security charges. He supported 
President Hassan Rouhani. He was in Izmir for medical 
treatment after being denied US visa.

Sharad Rao

Former Mumbai and Karnataka Ranji 
Trophy cricketer, Sharad Rao, died.The 
60-year-old former right arm medium 
pacer was part of the then Bombay Ranji 
Trophy squad which was led by late 
Eknath Solkar. The team defeated Bishan 
Singh Bedi’s Delhi team in the 1980-81 
final to win the trophy.

Rao, whose first class career spanned from 1980-81 season 
to 1985-86, played ten games and grabbed 16 wickets.

John Ashbery

Pulitzer-prize winning poet John 
Ashbery, has died at the age of 90 in 
Hudson, New York. He was sometimes 
accused of writing poems that were at 
times less than accessible to a wider 
audience. Ashbery, who was influenced 
by John Yeats, studied at Columbia 
University.

His 1975 collection “Self-Portrait in a Convex Mirror” made 
history, when he became the lone writer to earn three major 
accolades the same year for the same work: the Pulitzer, in 
addition to a National Book Award and a National Book 

OBiTUARY

9th August 2017 was observed as International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples.
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Critics Circle Award. In 2012, Ashbery received the National 
Humanities Medal from then-president Barack Obama.

Sultan Ahmed

Former Union minister and sitting 
Trinamool Congress MP Sultan Ahmed 
died following a cardiac arrest at his 
residence. He was elected to the Lok 
Sabha from Uluberia constituency on a 
TMC ticket. Ahmed had served as the 
Union Minister of State for Tourism 
in the UPA government headed by 
Manmohan Singh government. He was elected to the West 
Bengal Assembly twice.  Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi 
also expressed grief at the passing away of Ahmed.

Dr Kirpal Chugh 
Dr Kirpal Chugh, fondly called father of 
nephrology in India, passed away at 85. 
He is fondly called father of nephrology in 
India for single-handedly first separating 
this discipline from medicine & then 
developing this into super-specialty in 
India. He was awarded Padma Shri, 4th 

highest civilian award in 2000. He produced 72 Doctorate 
in Medicine in his career of 3 decades at PGIMER.
Violet Mosse Brown 
The oldest person in the world, Violet 
Mosse Brown, has died in Jamaica aged 
117. Known as ‘Aunt V’ to friends, 
she was born in Trelawney on March 
10, 1900 and lived there all of her 
phenomenally long life. She succeeded 
Italy’s Emma Morano, who was the 
last person whose life spanned three 
centuries, from 1899 to 2017. Violet 
was named ‘World’s Oldest Person’ on April 15 this year.
Arjan Singh 
Marshal of the Indian Air Force Arjan 
Singh, the only officer of Air Force to 
be promoted to 5 star rank, died at 98. 
He was the IAF chief from Aug 1964-
69. He was the 1st Indian Air Chief to be 
elevated to the rank of Air Chief Marshal 
on Jan 16, 1966.
He played a key role in India’s victory 
in the 1965 war against Pakistan. He was awarded Padma 
Vibhushan for his leadership during 1965 war.

9th August 2017 was observed as Kranti Diwas (Quit India Day) in India.

OBiTUARY
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Burning Topics of the MonthNaTiONal On 13 May 2017, during the hearings before its final 
judgement, the Supreme Court described Triple Talaq as the 
“worst form of marriage dissolution”.
On 8 December 2016, the Allahabad High Court observed in 
a ruling that the practice of Triple Talaq was unconstitutional 
and violated the rights of Muslim women. In March 2017, 
over 1 million Indian Muslims, a majority of whom were 
women, signed a petition to end Triple talaq.
On May 10, 2017, senior cleric Maulana Syed Shahabuddin 
Salafi Firdausi denounced Triple Talaq and Nikah Halala, 
calling them un-Islamic practices and instruments to 
oppress women

Union Home Minister launches the Digital 
Police Portal under CCTNS project,   
21 August 2017

Various organs 
of Criminal 
Justice System 

including Police, Courts 
& Prisons, to be linked 
with CCTNS database: 
Rajnath Singh 
The Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
has said the Ministry of 
Home Affairs will undertake steps to integrate the various 
organs of the Criminal Justice System such as the Police, 
Courts, Prisons, Prosecution, Forensic Laboratories, Finger 
Prints and Juvenile Homes with the Crime and Criminal 
Tracking Network & Systems (CCTNS) database. 
Launching the Digital Police Portal under the CCTNS 
project, he said this Interoperable Criminal Justice System 
(ICJS) will be a useful resource for all stakeholders including 
the policy makers. Rajnath Singh said the Digital Police 
Portal will enable citizens to register FIRs online and the 
portal will initially offer seven Public Delivery Services in 
34 States & UTs, like Person and Address Verification e.g. 
of employees, tenants, nurses etc, permission for hosting 
Public Events, Lost & Found Articles and Vehicle theft etc. 
Besides, the portal will enable restricted access to law 
enforcement agencies on topics such as Antecedent 
Verification and make assessment of FIRs. Out of the 15,398 
Police Stations under the CCTNS project, 14,284 Police 
Stations are using CCTNS software. Out of these 14,284 
Police Stations, 100% FIRs are being generated under 
this software in 13,775 Police Stations. The Union Home 
Minister said the pace of implementation of the CCTNS 
project is satisfactory in all States. 
He said that out of 15,398 Police Stations across the country, 
connectivity is enabled at 13,439 Police Stations. 

A set of 6 caves of Ice Age has become the 42nd UNESCO World Heritage Site in Germany. 

1. Commissioning of Second Ship of Landing 
Craft Utility MK-IV ‘IN LCU L52’(GRSE 
Yard 2093) at Port Blair.

2. Cabinet approves New Central Sector 
Scheme - “Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada 
Yojana”.

3. NITI Aayog launches National Nutrition 
Strategy

SC says triple talaq practice void and 
unconstitutional, 21 August 2017

In a landmark 
verdict, the 
Supreme Court 

by a majority of 
3:2 ruled that the 
practice of divorce 
through triple talaq 
among Muslims is 
“void”, “illegal” and “unconstitutional”.
The apex court held that the triple talaq is against the basic 
tenets of Quran. While Chief Justice J S Khehar and Justice 
S Abdul Nazeer were in favour of putting on hold for six 
months the practice of triple talaq, asking the government 
to come out with a law in this regard, Justices Kurian 
Joseph, R F Nariman and U U Lalit held it as violative of 
the Constitution.
The majority verdict said any practice including triple 
talaq which is against the tenets of Quran in unacceptable. 
The three judges also said the practice of divorce through 
triple talaq is manifestly arbitrary and violative of the 
Constitution and must be struck down. The minority 
verdict by CJI Khehar and Justice Nazeer, which favoured 
to keep on hold the practise of triple talaq for six months.
The judges in the minority verdict said that if the Centre 
does not bring a law within six months, then its injunction 
on triple talaq will continue. CJI Khehar and Justice 
Nazeer in their minority verdict expressed hope that the 
Centre’s legislation will take into account concerns of 
Muslim bodies and the Sharia law. The Muslim family 
affairs in India are governed by the Muslim Personal Law 
(Shariat) Application Act, 1937 (Muslim Personal Law), 
one of the first acts to be passed after the Government of 
India Act, 1935 became operational, introducing provincial 
autonomy and a form of dyarchy at the federal level. 
It replaced the so-called “Anglo-Mohammedan Law” 
previously operating for Muslims, and became binding on 
all of India’s Muslims.



NEWS BITES nATiOnAL

22 NOVEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Out of 36 States/UTs, 35 States/UTs are sharing CCTNS 
database containing seven crore records that includes 2.5 
crore FIRs. Rajnath Singh said the MHA has released 
Rs.1,450 crores, out of which Rs. 1,086 crores has been 
spent by States/UTs. 
The Union Home Minister said the CCTNS portal will 
provide investigator the complete record history of any 
criminal from anywhere across the country.  He said the 
software offers Google-type Advance Search engine and 
analytical reports. Rajnath Singh said the portal offers 
11 kinds of search and 44 types of reports. Recently, the 
software was used to trace few mentally challenged women 
from Tamil Nadu in Uttarakhand and reunited with their 
families.
CCTNS stands for Crime and Criminal Tracking 
Networks and Systems.
It is a project under Indian government for creating a 
comprehensive and integrated system for effective policing 
through e-Governance. 
The system includes nationwide online tracking system 
by integrating more than 14,000 police stations across the 
country. 
The project is implemented by National Crime Records 
Bureau.
The concept of CCTNS was first conceived in the year 
2008 by the then Home Minister, P. Chidambaram in the 
aftermath of 2008 Mumbai attacks.
CCTNS aims to integrate all the data and records of crime 
into a Core Application Software (CAS), which is presently 
spreading across 29 states and 7 union territories of India.

Commissioning of Second Ship of Landing 
Craft Utility MK-IV ‘IN LCU L52’(GRSE 
Yard 2093) at Port Blair, 21 August 2017

Dr. Jagdish Mukhi, 
Lieutenant Governor, 
Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands, commissioned IN 
LCU L52 into the Indian Navy 
at Port Blair. 
IN LCU L52 is the second 
Landing Craft Utility (LCU) 
Mk-IV class to be inducted into the Indian Navy. The ship 
has been indigenously designed and built by Garden Reach 
Shipbuilders and Engineers, Kolkata. 
The commissioning of L-52 is yet another manifestation of the 
potential of the country’s indigenous design and ship building 
capability. LCU MK-IV ship is an amphibious ship with 
the primary role to transport and deploy Main Battle Tanks, 
Armoured Vehicles, troops and equipment from ship to shore. 

These ships would be based in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Command and can be deployed for multirole activities 
like beaching operations, search and rescue, disaster relief 
operations, supply and replenishment and evacuation from 
distant islands.
The ship, commanded by Commander Kaushik Chatterjee, 
has a complement of 05 officers, 46 sailors and is capable 
of carrying 160 troops in addition. 
The ship, displacing 830 Tons, is capable of transporting 
various kinds of combat equipment such as Main Battle 
Tanks Arjun, T72 and other vehicles. 
The ship is fitted with state-of-the-art equipment and 
advanced systems like Integrated Bridge System (IBS) and 
Integrated Platform Management System (IPMS).
The remaining six ships of the same class are in advanced 
stages of construction at M/S GRSE, Kolkata and are 
scheduled to be inducted in the next two years. 
The induction of these ships will contribute to the nation’s 
maritime security needs and is in consonance with the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s drive for ‘Make in India’.
Background
Mk IV LCU class vessels are follow on class of Mk. III 
LCU operated by the Indian Navy. 
The Mk IV LCU are meant to augment the Indian Navy’s 
amphibious capability.
GRSE signed an agreement for INR21 billion (USD340 
million) with the Indian Navy for designing and building 
eight LCU ships on 28 September 2011 and construction 
began in September 2012. 
Previously commisioned ship of the same series-
2092 L 51 was commisioned on 28 March 2017 at Port 
Blair.

NITI Aayog to launch “Mentor India” Campaign, 
22 August 2017

NITI Aayog will 
launch the Mentor 
India Campaign, 

a strategic nation building 
initiative to engage leaders 
who can guide and mentor 
students at more than 900 
Atal Tinkering Labs, established across the country as a part 
of the Atal Innovation Mission. 
CEO NITI Aayog, Amitabh Kant will unveil the online 
nationwide initiative.
Mentor India is aimed at maximizing the impact of Atal 
Tinkering Labs, possibly the biggest disruption in formal 
education globally. 

Pakistan’s population has surged to over 20 crore, a 57% spike since the last census in 1998. 
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The idea is to engage leaders who will nurture and guide 
students in the Atal Tinkering Labs. These labs are non-
prescriptive by nature, and mentors are expected to be 
enablers rather than instructors. NITI Aayog is looking for 
leaders who can spend anywhere between one to two hours 
every week in one or more such labs to enable students 
experience, learn and practice future skills such as design 
and computational thinking.
Atal Tinkering Labs are dedicated works spaces where 
students from Class 6th to Class 12th learn innovation skills 
and develop ideas that will go on to transform India. The 
labs are powered to acquaint students with state-of-the-
art equipment such as 3D printers, robotics & electronics 
development tools, Internet of things & sensors etc.
NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission is among one of the 
flagship programs of the Government of India to promote 
innovation and entrepreneurship in the country to set up the 
Atal Tinkering Labs across the country. The Mission has / is 
in the process of setting up 900+ such labs across India and 
aims to have 2,000 such labs by end of 2017.
Atal Tinkering Laboratories
With a vision to ‘Cultivate one Million children in India 
as Neoteric Innovators’, Atal Innovation Mission is 
establishing Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) in schools 
across India. 
Objective: This scheme is to foster curiosity, creativity and 
imagination in young minds; and inculcate skills such as 
design mindset, computational thinking, adaptive learning, 
physical computing etc.
Financial Support:
AIM will provide grant-in-aid that includes a one-time 
establishment cost of Rs. 10 lakh and operational expenses 
of Rs. 10 lakh for a maximum period of 5 years to each 
ATL.
NITI Aayog:
The National Institution for Transforming India, also called 
NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the Union 
Cabinet on January 1, 2015. NITI Aayog is the premier 
policy ‘Think Tank’ of the Government of India, providing 
both directional and policy inputs. While designing strategic 
and long term policies and programmes for the Government 
of India, NITI Aayog also provides relevant technical 
advice to the Centre and States

Cabinet approves New Central Sector Scheme 
- “Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana”, 
23 August 2017

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired 
by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved 
the renaming of the new Central Sector Scheme 

- SAMPADA (Scheme for Agro-Marine Processing and 
Development of Agro-Processing Clusters) as “Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY) “ for the period 
of 2016-20 coterminous with the 14th Finance Commission 
cycle. Earlier, CCEA in its meeting held in May, 2017 
approved the new Central Sector Scheme - SAMPADA 
(Scheme for Agro-Marine Processing and Development of 
Agro-Processing Clusters) with same allocation and period.
Objective:
The objective of PMKSY is to supplement agriculture, 
modernize processing and decrease Agri-Waste. 
Financial Allocation:
PMKSY with an allocation of Rs. 6,000 crore is expected 
to leverage investment of Rs. 31,400 crore, handling of 334 
lakh MT agro-produce valuing Rs. 1,04,125 crore, benefit 
20 lakh farmers and generate 5,30,500 direct/ indirect 
employment in the country by the year 2019-20. 
Impact: 

 # The implementation of PMKSY will result in creation 
of modern infrastructure with efficient supply chain 
management from farm gate to retail outlet. 

 # It will provide a big boost to the growth of food 
processing sector in the country. 

 # It will help in providing better prices to farmers and is a 
big step towards doubling of farmers’ income. 

 # It will create huge employment opportunities especially 
in the rural areas. 

 # It will also help in reducing wastage of agricultural 
produce, increasing the processing level, availability 
of safe and convenient processed foods at affordable 
price to consumers and enhancing the export of the 
processed foods. 

Measures to give a boost to Food Processing Sector:
Food Processing Sector has emerged as an important 
segment of the Indian economy in terms of its contribution 
to GDP, employment and investment. During 2015-16, the 
sector constituted as much as 9.1 and 8.6 per cent of GVA in 
Manufacturing and Agriculture sector respectively. 
The manifesto of NDA Government stresses upon 
incentivizing the setting up of food processing industry for 
providing better income for the farmers and creating jobs. 
Government has taken various other measures to boost 
food processing sector as follows: 

Afghanistan has requested India to launch a special satellite exclusively for its use.



NEWS BITES nATiOnAL

24 NOVEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

(a) To provide impetus to investment in food processing 
and retail sector, govt. has allowed 100% FDI in trading 
including through e-commerce, in respect of food 
products manufactured and / or produced in India. This 
will benefit farmers immensely and will create back - end 
infrastructure and significant employment opportunities. 

(b) The govt. has also set up a Special Fund of Rs. 2000 
crore in NABARD to make available affordable credit 
at concessional rate of interest to designated food parks 
and agro processing units in the designated food parks. 

(c) Food and agro-based processing units and cold chain 
infrastructure have been brought under the ambit of 
Priority Sector Lending (PSL) to provide additional 
credit for food processing activities and infrastructure 
thereby, boosting food processing, reducing wastage, 
create employment and increasing farmers’ income. 

Background:
PMKSY is an umbrella scheme incorporating ongoing 
schemes of the Ministry like Mega Food Parks, Integrated 
Cold Chain and Value Addition Infrastructure, Food Safety 
and Quality Assurance Infrastructure, etc. and also new 
schemes like Infrastructure for Agro-processing Clusters, 
Creation of Backward and Forward Linkages, Creation / 
Expansion of Food Processing & Preservation Capacities. 

Cabinet approves setting up of a Commission 
to examine the Sub-Categorization within 
OBCs, 23 August 2017

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi approved a proposal for setting up of 
a Commission under article 340 of the Constitution 

to examine the issue of sub-categorization of the Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs).
The Commission shall submit its report within 12 weeks from 
the date of appointment of the Chairperson of the Commission. 
The Commission shall be known as the Commission to 
examine the sub-categorization of Other Backward Classes.
The proposed terms of references of the Commission are 
as follows:
(i)   To examine the extent of inequitable distribution of 

benefits of reservation among the castes/ communities 
included in the broad category of OBCs, with reference 
to the OBCs included in the Central list.

(ii)  To work out the mechanism, criteria, norms and 
parameters, in a scientific approach, for sub-
categorization within such OBCs, and,

(iii)  To take up the exercise of identifying the respective 
castes/communities/ sub-castes/ synonyms in the 
Central List of OBCs and classifying them into their 
respective sub-categories.

 Nine States of the country viz., Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Puducherry, Karnataka, Haryana, Jharkhand, West Bengal, 
Bihar, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu have already carried 
out sub-categorization of Other Backward Classes.

Government launches Diksha Portal for 
teachers, 06 September 2017

The Union Ministry of 
Human Resource and 
Development (HRD) 

has launched Diksha Portal 
(diksha.gov.in) for providing 
digital platform to teacher to 
make their lifestyle more 
digital. It will serve as National Digital Infrastructure for 
Teachers. Through this portal, all teachers across nation will 
be equipped with advanced digital technology.
The portal will record complete work and accomplishment 
of teachers in educational institutes from start to end point 
till their retirement. It will cover entire life cycle of teacher– 
from time they were enrolled as student teachers in Teacher 
Education Institutes (TEIs) to after they retire as teachers.

NITI Aayog launches National Nutrition 
Strategy, 06 September 2017

The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) 
Aayog launched National Nutrition Strategy aimed 
at Kuposhan Mukt Bharat. It intends at bringing 

nutrition to centre-stage of National Development Agenda. 
It lays down roadmap for targeted action to address India’s 
nutritional needs.
Need:
In India, 20% of children under five years of age suffer from 
wasting due to acute under-nutrition. 
It pays an income penalty of 9 to 10% due to workforce that 
was stunted during their childhood. 
The NFHS-4 results shows decline in overall levels of under 
nutrition in both women and children.
National Nutrition Strategy 
The national nutrition strategy calls for convergence 
between four proximate determinants of nutrition- uptake 
of health services, food, drinking water & sanitation and 
income & livelihoods. It envisages Kuposhan Mukt Bharat 
– linked to Swachh Bharat and Swasth Bharat.

American sprinter Allyson Felix is the most decorated athlete with 15 medals, breaking Usain Bolt’s record.
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NITI Aayog constitutes Expert Task Force on 
Employment and Exports, 07 September 2017

The National Institution for 
Transforming India (NITI) 
Aayog has constituted 

Expert Task Force to provide 
major thrust to job creation by 
enhancing India’s exports. It 
will be headed by NITI Aayog 
Vice Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar. The expert task force 
will propose comprehensive plan of action to generate 
employment and alleviate under-employment and low 
wages by boosting India’unemployment and under-
employment issue also jobless growth issue.
Niti Aayog details:
It was established on 1 Jan 2015. 
Dr. Rajiv Kumar currently acting as the Vice Chairman of 
Niti Aayog.

Government extends FAME India Scheme by 
six-month, 08 September 2017

The Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public 
Enterprises has extended the Faster Adoption and 
Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric Vehicles 

(FAME)-India scheme by six months to promote electric 
and hybrid vehicles. The Phase 1 of the scheme was 
effective from April 2015, to March 2017, but had received 
six-month extension till end-September 2017. Now it has 
been extended by another six months up to March 31, 
2018. FAME India Scheme The FAME India scheme was 
launched in 2015 under National Electric Mobility Mission 
Plan (NEMMP) with an aim to promote eco-friendly 
vehicles in the country.
Aim: Its objective is to provide fiscal and monetary 
incentives for adoption and market creation of both hybrid 
and electric technologies vehicles in the country.
The Department of Heavy Industries had allocated Rs 
75 crore and Rs 122.90 crore for FY2016 and FY2017 
respectively. 
National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP) 2020 
NEMMP aims to achieve national fuel security by promoting 
hybrid and electric vehicles in country.

Raksha Mantri Flags off Navika Sagar 
Parikrama, 10 September 2017

Nirmala Sitharaman, Hon’ble Raksha Mantri 
flagged-off Indian Naval Sailing Vessel Tarini 
(INSV Tarini) with an all women crew from INS 

Mandovi boat pool, Goa. This is the first-ever Indian 
circumnavigation of the globe by an all-women crew and 

shall attempt to circumnavigate the globe on Indian Navy’s 
sailing vessel INSV Tarini. The crew is expected to return 
to Goa in April 2018, on completion of the voyage. 
The expedition will be covered in five legs, with stop-
overs at 4 ports viz. Fremantle (Australia), Lyttleton (New 
Zealand), Port Stanley (Falklands), and Cape Town (South 
Africa). The Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Sunil Lanba 
expressed satisfaction at continuation of the legacy of 
Indian Navy’s Ocean sailing expeditions which commenced 
in 1988 with expedition ‘Samudra’. 
This was followed by first solo circumnavigation by Captain 
Dilip Donde (Retd) and non-stop circumnavigation of the 
globe by Cdr Abhilash Tomy resulting in India joining a 
select group of nine nations which have achieved such feats. 
He said that the present circumnavigation by an all women 
crew is an extension of the above efforts and reflection 
of the Government’s efforts at Women Empowerment 
– “Nari Shakti”.  INSV Tarini is a 55-foot sailing vessel, 
which has been built indigenously, and was inducted in the 
Indian Navy earlier this year, thus showcasing the ‘Make in 
India’ initiative on the World forum.  INSV Tarini is being 
skippered by Lt. Commander Vartika Joshi, and the crew 
comprises Lt. Commanders Pratibha Jamwal, P Swathi, and 
Lieutenants S Vijaya Devi, B Aishwarya and Payal Gupta. 
During the voyage, the crew would monitor and report marine 
pollution on the high seas, as also interact extensively with 
local PIOs during various port halts to promote Ocean sailing. 
During their voyage, the crew would also collate and update 
Meteorological/ Ocean/ Wave data on a regular basis for 
accurate weather forecast by India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) and subsequent analysis by research and development 
organisations. The expedition titled ‘Navika Sagar Parikrama’, 
is in consonance with the National policy to empower women to 
attain their full potential. It also aims to help discard the societal 
attitudes and mindset towards women in India by raising 
visibility of their participation in challenging environment. 
Sailing encourages the use of environment friendly non-
conventional renewable energy resources and this expedition 
therefore aims at harnessing the renewable energy.

Airports Authority of India undertakes 
construction of Integrated Cargo Terminal at 
Imphal airport, 11 September 2017

Airports Authority of 
India will undertake 
construction of 

Integrated Cargo Terminal at 
Imphal Airport after obtaining 
grant-in-aid under Trade 
Infrastructure for Export 
Scheme (TIES) of Ministry 
of Commerce & Industry, Govt. of India. The Government 

Serena Williams has topped the Forbes’ list of highest paid female athletes of 2017. 
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of Manipur had planned to establish an Export Import Cargo 
Terminal (EICT) at Tulihal, Imphal Airport under ASIDE 
Scheme of the Ministry of Commerce & Industry. 
The proposed Integrated Cargo Terminal is expected to give 
a boost to the export of handicrafts items and perishable 
cargo. This will also help generate employment opportunities 
in the North Eastern region of the country, thereby fostering 
economic development of the region.  In addition to this, 
the EICT will help establish better connectivity with South 
& Southeast Asia and give a boost to trade between India 
and the ASEAN countries. The estimated cost construction 
of the cargo terminal is Rs.16.20 crores. Out of this, the 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry has sanctioned a grant 
of Rs.12.96 crores under TIES. The balance amount to 
construct will be met out of internal sources of AAI.

CCEA approves Dairy Processing & Infrastructure 
Development Fund, 12 September 2017

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA) approved Dairy Processing & Infrastructure 
Development Fund (DIDF) Scheme with an outlay of 

Rs 10,881 crore to boost dairy sector. It will be managed by 
National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) and shall be 
implemented from 2017-18 to 2028-29. Initially, Rs.8,004 
crore loan will be provided by NABARD to National 
Dairy Development Board (NDDB)and National Dairy 
Development Cooperation (NDDC). Under this scheme, 
NCDC and NDDC will be used to provide loan for building 
an efficient milk procurement system and other processing 
infrastructure. The loans under DIDF will have interest rate 
of 6.5% per annum with repayment period of 10 years with 
initial 2 years of moratorium. The state government will be 
guarantor of loan repayment.

Cabinet approves introduction of the Payment 
of Gratuity (Amendment) Bill, 2017 in the 
Parliament, 12 September 2017

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has given its approval for introduction 
of the Payment of Gratuity (Amendment) Bill, 2017 in 

the Parliament.  The Amendment will increase the maximum 
limit of gratuity of employees, in the private sector and in 
Public Sector Undertakings / Autonomous Organizations 
under Government who are not covered under CCS (Pension) 
Rules, at par with Central Government employees.
Background:
The Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 applies to establishments 
employing 10 or more persons. 
The main purpose for enacting this Act is to provide social 
security to workmen after retirement, whether retirement 
is a result of the rules of superannuation, or physical 
disablement or impairment of vital part of the body. 

Therefore, the Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 is an important 
social security legislation to wage earning population in 
industries, factories and establishments. The present upper 
ceiling on gratuity amount under the Act is Rs. 10 Lakh. 
The provisions for Central Government employees under 
Central Civil Services (Pension) Rules, 1972 with regard to 
gratuity are also similar. Before implementation of 7th Central 
Pay Commission, the ceiling under CCS (Pension) Rules, 
1972 was Rs. 10 Lakh.  However, with implementation of 7th 
Central Pay Commission, in case of Government servants, 
the ceiling now is Rs. 20 Lakhs effective from 1.1.2016. 
Therefore, considering the inflation and wage increase even in 
case of employees engaged in private sector, the Government 
is of the view that the entitlement of gratuity should be revised 
for employees who are covered under the Payment of Gratuity 
Act, 1972.  Accordingly, the Government initiated the process 
for amendment to Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972.

FoSCoRIS: FSSAI launches online platform for 
food inspection, sampling, 12 September 2017

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 
has launched ‘FoSCoRIS’, a nationwide online 
platform to bring in transparency in food safety 

inspection and sampling. The food regulator has asked 
all states to adopt this system as it would help eliminate 
discrepancy and make food safety officers accountable.
The web-based ‘FoSCoRIS’ system will help to verify 
compliance of food safety and hygiene standards by food 
businesses as per the government norms. The platform will 
help to seamlessly share data related to inspection, sampling 
and test result by all officials. 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 
FSSAI is a nodal statutory agency responsible for protecting 
and promoting public health in India through regulation and 
supervision of food safety.

Ministry of Railways permits m-Aadhar as one 
of the prescribed proofs of Identity for Rail 
Travel Purpose, 13 September 2017

Ministry of Railways has decided to permit m- Aadhar 
(Aadhar card on mobile app namely m- Aadhar 
launched by UIDAI) as one of the prescribed proofs 

of Identity for Rail Travel purpose in any reserved class. 

Oxford University Press has launched online dictionaries in Tamil and Gujarati. 
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m- Aadhar is a mobile app 
launched by UIDAI on which 
a person can download his/her 
Aadhar Card. It can be done 
only on the mobile number to 
which Aadhar has been linked. 
For showing Aadhar, the person has to open the app and enter 
his/ her password to show the Aadhar Card.
m- Aadhar when shown by the passenger on his/her mobile 
after entering the password should be accepted as proof of 
identity for undertaking journey in any reserved class over 
Indian Railways.
About Aadhar:
Aadhaar is a 12 digit unique-identity number issued to all Indian 
residents based on their biometric and demographic data. 
The data is collected by the Unique Identification Authority 
of India (UIDAI), a statutory authority established on 12 
July 2016 by the Government of India, under the Ministry 
of Electronics and Information Technology, under the 
provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial 
and other Subsidies, benefits and services) Act, 2016.
J Satyanarayana is currently serving as the chairman of 
UIDAI.

SPMCIL to Mint Commemorative Coins on the 
Birth centenaries of Dr. M S Subbulakshmi and 
Dr. M G Ramachandran, 13 September 2017

Government of 
India has notified 
issuance of 

Commemorative Coins 
of Rs. 100/- and Rs. 10/- 
denomination on the eve 
of Birth Centenary of Dr. 
M S Subbulakshmi. 
Commemorative Coins of denominations Rs. 100/- and 
Rs. 5/- have also been announced on the occasion of Birth 
Centenary of Dr. M G Ramachandran. 
Sri Shanmukhananda Fine Arts & Sangeetha Sabha had 
requested Government of India to release Commemorative 
Coins of Rs.100/- and Rs. 10/- denomination in honour of 
Dr. M S Subbulakshmi. 
Similarly the proposal for issuance of commemorative coins 
for Dr. M G Ramachandran was received from Government 
of Tamil Nadu. 
The aforesaid Commemorative Coins will be minted by Security 
Printing and Minting Corporation of India Limited (SPMCIL). 
Dr. Madurai Shanmukhavadivu Subbulakshmi also known 
as Dr. M.S. Subbulakshmi, was a Carnatic vocalist born on 
16/09/1916 in Madurai under Madaras Presidency. 

She was the first musician ever to be awarded the Bharat 
Ratna. 
She is the first Indian musician to receive the Ramon 
Magsaysay award, often considered as Asia’s Noble Prize 
in 1974. 
Marudhur Gopalan Ramachandran (M.G. Ramachandran) 
was born on 17th Jan, 1917 in Kandy, British Ceylon (now 
Sri Lanka). 
He was an Indian actor, director, producer and politician 
who worked primarily in Tamil films and also served as the 
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu successively for three terms. 
He made his film debut in the 1936 film Sathi Leelavathi in 
a supporting role. 
In the late 1940s he graduated to leading roles and for the 
next three decades dominated the Tamil film industry. 
He became a member of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) and rose rapidly through its rank. 
In 1972, he left the DMK and formed his own party the 
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (ADMK). 
In 1977 he became the chief minister of Tamil Nadu. 
In 1988, he was awarded Bharat Ratna posthumously.

PM Modi and Japanese PM Abe lay foundation 
stone for India’s first High Speed Rail project, 
14 September 2017

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe jointly laid the foundation 
stone for India’s first high speed rail project between 

Mumbai and Ahmedabad. The bullet train project will 
provide speed and progress, and deliver results quickly. 
The Government’s focus is on increasing productivity 
through high speed connectivity. The Prime Minister 
thanked Japan for the technical and financial help given to 
India, for this project. This high speed railway would not 
only bring two cities closer, but also bring the people living 
hundreds of kilometers away, closer to each other. 
The new economic system is being developed along the 
Mumbai-Ahmedabad corridor, and the entire area would 
become a single economic zone. The technology is useful 
only if it provides benefit to the common man. 

Assam Chief Minister has agreed give the Sikh community in the state a ‘Micro Minority status’.   
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Technology transfer envisaged in this project will benefit 
Indian Railways, and boost the “Make in India” initiative. 
This project would be eco-friendly as well as human-
friendly.  The “high-speed corridors” would be regions for 
rapid growth in the future. 
Mumbai to Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR) 
Project:
MAHSR project is joint venture between Indian Railways 
and Japan’s Shinkansen Technology.
Speed: 320 kph
Total Distance: 508 Km.
Funding: Of the total project cost of Rs.1,10,000-crore, 
80% cost of Rs 88,000 crore will be provided by Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) as softloan at 
interest of 0.1% per annum. 
This loan will be repaid to Japan in 50 years, with 15 years 
grace period.

Government launches Operation Insaniyat to 
help Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh,   
14 September 2017

The Ministry 
of External 
Affairs has 

started Operation 
Insaniyat to 
provided assistance 
to Bangladesh 
in response to 
humanitarian crisis 
being faced by it due to large influx of Rohingya refugees 
from Myanmar.
Rohingya are stateless ethnic minority (mostly Muslim) 
from Rakhine province of Buddhist-majority Myanmar, 
who are forced leave their country due to communal 
violence and repeated military operations.
Operation Insaniyat:
Under this operation, India will provide relief material 
consisting of items including rice, sugar, salt, pulses, 
cooking oil, biscuits and mosquito nets to the affected 
people. 
The relief material will be delivered in multiple 
consignments. 
The first tranche will be brought to Chittagong by an Indian 
Air Force (IAF) plane.
Issue:
According to UN estimates, over 379,000 Rohingya Muslims 
have fled Myanmar’s Rakhine state into Bangladesh since 

August 2017 when a fresh wave of viollence had erupted 
Myanmar’s Rakhine province.
The violence had started after Rohingya militants belonging 
to Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (also known as Harakat 
al-Yaqeen or Faith Movement) had attacked police posts in 
Myanmar’s northern Rakhine state.

Malaysian Association of Company Secretaries 
(MACS) to adopt the Secretarial Standards issued 
by the Institute of Company Secretaries of India 
(ICSI) as the benchmark, 14 September 2017

The Ministry of Corporate Affairs has approved a 
request of the Malaysian Association of Company 
Secretaries (MACS) for adoption of the Secretarial 

Standards issued by the Institute of Company Secretaries 
of India (ICSI) as the benchmark in the development of 
Secretarial Standards of MACS. 
The Secretarial Standards on Meetings of the Board of 
Directors and Secretarial Standard on General Meetings 
were approved by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, 
Government of India under sub-section 10 of Section 118 
of the Companies Act, 2013 and are in place with effect 
from 1st July, 2015. 
It is a matter of prestige that Indian Standards are to 
be adopted/benchmarked by a foreign sister institution 
in the course of formulation of their own similar 
standards.

President of India launches ‘Swachhta hi Seva’ 
Campaign, 15 September 2017

The President 
of India, 
Ram Nath 

Kovind, launched 
a nationwide 
sanitation campaign, 
‘Swachhta hi Seva’, 
at Ishwariganj 
village in Kanpur.
He also administered the ‘Swachhta hi Seva’ pledge to 
all present there whereby they resolved to create a clean, 
healthy and new India. The President honoured village-
level champions who contributed to making Ishwariganj 

World’s biggest single tower solar thermal power plant, will be built in South Australia by 2020. 
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village ‘Open Defecation Free’.  India is fighting a decisive 
battle for cleanliness and hygiene. 
So all of them had taken an oath that committed them 
to ensuring public hygiene, personal hygiene and 
environmental hygiene.  Cleanliness is not the responsibility 
of only sanitation personnel and government departments; 
it is a multi-stakeholder national movement. 
Together we should make the effort to clean our houses, 
public places, villages and cities. The aim is all-round 
cleanliness and hygiene everywhere, with implications for 
health and sanitation and overall prosperity of our people. 
Achieving the goals of the Swachh Bharat Mission 
expeditiously will be an appropriate tribute to the Father of 
the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. Earlier the President visited 
the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Smriti Vatika in Lucknow and 
paid his respects at the statue of the late social thinker and 
political leader Deen Dayal Upadhyaya.

30th Anniversary of Montreal protocol and 
23rd World Ozone Day Celebrated,   
16 September 2017

Highlighting the strength of the active collaboration 
between the government, industries and all 
stakeholders in the implementation of Ozone 

Depleting Substances (ODS) phase-out programme in 
the country, Union Minister of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, Dr. Harsh Vardhan highlighted the 
importance of individual awareness and the strength of 
collective action.   
The Minister also laid special emphasis on the role 
played by children in ensuring the success of such 
campaigns.
Addressing a gathering at the celebrations of the 30th 
anniversary of the Montreal Protocol and 23rd World 
Ozone Day here, with the theme - “Caring for all life under 
the Sun”, the Minister made a special mention of the pan-
India awareness campaign launched by the Environment 
Ministry on the occasion. This campaign was among the 
most widespread engagements of the Ministry for awareness 
generation, carried out with the active partnership of States 

through schools and academic/research institutions spread 
across the country.  

The awareness campaign saw a participation of about 28 
lakh students in more than 13, 000 schools and reached 
out to 214 districts across 16 states of the country.  The 
Minister also spoke of the strong policy leadership given 
by India during the negotiations for the Kigali Amendment 
to the Montreal Protocol. Dr. Harsh Vardhan said that it is 
recognized that India played a crucial role in the adoption of 
the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol. 

A series of publications launched by the Minister on the 
occasion include – a handbook on HCFC Phase-out 
and Energy Efficiency in Buildings; the first edition of 
‘newsTRAC; and a newsletter for service technicians in 
Refrigeration and Air-conditioning (RAC) sector. 

These two publications were launched as part of 
the enabling component of India’s HCFC Phase out 
Management Plan, for which United Nations Environment 
is the cooperating agency and Energy Efficiency Services 
Ltd. and The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) are 
the national implementing partners.  Two videos on India’s 
achievements in implementation of Montreal Protocol and 
HCFCs phase-out and Energy Efficiency in buildings were 
also launched.

MONTREAL PROTOCOL:  A BRIEF BACKGROUND

The year 2017 marks the 30th Anniversary of the Montreal 
Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. 

The Montreal Protocol is one of the most successful global 
environmental treaties, the implementation of which has not 
only led to the phase-out of around 98% of ozone depleting 
chemicals, but also averted more than 135 billion tonnes of 
carbon dioxide equivalent emissions. 

Nearly 2 million cases of skin cancer per year have 
been averted globally. The Montreal Protocol is the only 
environmental treaty which enjoys universal ratification of 
197 UN member countries.

During the Kigali negotiations, India piloted the 
concept of two base lines and a differentiated phased 
down time schedule to factor in the needs of developing 
countries.  

This was the first time in the Montreal Protocol that the 
concept of two baseline has been adopted both for developed 
and developing countries. On India’s initiative, energy 
efficiency was included for the first time in the Montreal 
Protocol as an agreed finance solution while phasing 
down HFCs.  India has consciously chosen a path for most 
environment-friendly and energy efficient technologies, 
while phasing out Ozone Depleting substances, unlike 
many of the developed countries.

Axis Bank has launched a campaign titled ‘Experience Axis’ featuring Deepika Padukone.
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Intelligence wing of Sashastra Seema Bal launched, 
18 September 2017

The Union 
Ministry of 
Home Affairs 

has launched full-
fledged intelligence 
wing of Sashastra 
Seema Bal (SSB). 
SSB is paramilitary 
force that guards India’s borders with Bhutan and Nepal.  
The intelligence wing will gather actionable information 
in a bid to enhance operational efficiency. It will have 650 
field and staff agents to gather actionable information.  
SSB’s intelligence wing personnel will be deployed on 
India-Nepal and India-Bhutan borders where there are no 
restrictions on movement of people on either side due to 
visa free regime. 
WARB Application 
The Ministry also launched Welfare and Rehabilitation 
Board (WARB) application to facilitate retire CAPFs and 
Assam Riffles personnel to get their grievances redressed, 
seek skill development, re-employment and other relevant 
and important information.... 

PM Narendra Modi dedicates Sardar Sarovar 
Dam to nation, 18 September 2017

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
dedicated interstate 

multi-purpose Sardar 
Sarovar Dam (Narmada 
dam project) at Kevadia, 
Gujarat to the nation 
on occasion of his 67th 
birthday. 
Sardar Sarovar Dam is the 
highest dam ever built in India and second biggest concrete 
gravity dam in world in terms of volume after Grand Coulee 
Dam in US.
Key Facts 
The Sardar Sarovar Dam project was vision of India’s first 
deputy Prime Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel to arrest 
excess flow of water from Narmada River into Arabian 
Sea. The foundation stone of project was laid out by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru on April 5, 1961.
The project was executed by Gujarat government’s Sardar 
Sarovar Narmada Nigam Ltd (SSNL).
The dam has length of 1.2 kms and depth of 163 metres.  Its 
height was recently raised to 138.68 metres, enabling usable 

water storage of 4.73 million acre feet (MAF).  Four Indian 
states, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharastra and Rajasthan 
will receive water and electricity supplied from the dam.

Singapore to set up Skill Center in Northeast, 
19 September 2017

The Government of 
Singapore will set 
up a Skill Center at 

Guwahati which will cater 
to the entire North-Eastern 
region. This was announced 
by The Union Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) 
of the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 
(DoNER) Dr Jitendra Singh after a meeting with a high-
level delegation represented by the High Commissioner of 
Singapore, Mr Lim Thuan Kuan. 
The Indian side led by Dr Jitendra Singh, consisted of 
senior officers from the Ministry of DoNER, Department 
of Space and Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & 
Pensions, which are the three main areas where Singapore 
has expressed its keenness to collaborate with India. 
As far as Skill Centre at Guwahati, it was stated that an 
MoU has already been formalized between Singapore and 
the State Government of Assam.  As a follow-up to this, a 
Skill Center is proposed to be set up at Guwahati by the 
year 2019 and the Ministry of DoNER will coordinate in 
this initiative.  The Singapore delegation also expressed 
its preference to engage with India in the area of Space 
Technology for collaboration in “peaceful uses of Outer 
Space”. The Singapore delegation also wanted to seek the 
experience and expertise of India’s Ministry of Personnel, 
Public Grievances & Pensions to bring about value addition 
in public administration and governance in Singapore. 
There already exists an arrangement between Lal Bahadur 
Shastri National Academy of Administration (LBSNAA) 
Mussoorie with Singapore, wherein a certain number of 
passing out Civil Services/IAS officers, accompanied by two 
faculty members, regularly undertake a visit to Singapore.   
India and Singapore have always been favourably inclined 
towards each other and referred to the recent visit of the 
Deputy Prime Minister of Singapore when a stimulating 
lecture by him was organized under the auspices of the NITI 
Aayog.

First ever National Conference on “Mission 
Mode to address Under-Nutrition” held in 
New Delhi, 19 September 2017

The first ever National Conference on “Mission Mode 
to address Under-Nutrition” was successfully held in 
New Delhi. 

Bangladesh will conduct Maiden International Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise (IMMSAREX).
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The conference was inaugurated by the Minister of 
Women & Child Development, Maneka Sanjay Gandhi 
in the presence of Minister of State for Women & Child 
Development, Dr. Virendra Kuamr. 
The conference was organized by the Ministry of Women 
& Child Development in collaboration with Ministry of 
Drinking Water and Sanitation and Ministry of Health & 
Family Welfare, keeping in mind the goal of “Mission 
Malnutrition Free India-2022”.
After the resounding success of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Ji’s Beti Bachao Beti Padhao programme, the WCD 
Ministry is now targeting malnutrition. For this, there 
is urgent need to improve the quality of supplementary 
nutrition and also make the delivery system efficient. 
Govt. must provide 1000 calories to women and 600 
calories to children under ICDS. The focus of the 
entire programme should be to administer nutrition 
rather than feeding beneficiaries by giving “Nutrient 
Dense Food”. 
The Ministry of Women & Child Development will soon 
issue new guidelines on supplementary nutrition in this 
regard in the next few days which will supersede all 
existing guidelines. Similarly, a separate self contained 
protocol for severely and acutely malnourished (SAM) 
children will also be issued shortly. The Minister also 
highlighted the importance of child protection alongwith 
nutrition.
The Swachh Bharat Mission is trying to achieve the goal 
of total sanitation which will also contribute to reducing 
problem of malnutrition.
Maneka Sanjay Gandhi also gave away awards to three 
States i.e. Chattisgarh, Arunachal Pradesh and Gujarat for 
substantial reduction in stunting during the ten year period 
between NFHS-3 and NFHS-4. She also released a book 
“Forest Lanterns” containing essays on solutions to improve 
nutrition among children in tribal areas.

Dr Jitendra Singh inaugurated first ‘Pension 
Adalat’, 20 September 2017

The Union 
Minister of State 
( I n d e p e n d e n t 

Charge) Personnel, 
Public Grievances & 
Pensions, Dr Jitendra 
Singh inaugurated the 
first ‘Pension Adalat’. 
He also awarded the 
Pensioners for their outstanding contribution towards 
‘Anubhav’ – a platform for retiring employees for sharing 
their experience of working with Government. 

Moving ahead from e-governance to m-governance, a 
Mobile App has been created to avail the services of 
Pensioners’ Portal which was also launched by Dr Jitendra 
Singh. 
As a measure of welfare to the pensioners of Government 
of India, a workshop on Pre-Retirement Counseling (PRC) 
of 300 retiring Central Government employees was also 
held. 
The event was organized by Department of Pension 
& Pensioners’ Welfare, Ministry of Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pensions, Government of India. 
The objective of this workshop was to create awareness 
about the post-retirement entitlements as well as an advance 
planning for life after retirement. 
There was four interactive sessions which covered inter-
alia, the road map to retirement, medical facilities for 
pensioners, re-engagement of retired people for voluntary 
social activities under ‘Sankalp’. 
There will be another session on Income Tax and other 
benefits for senior citizens as well as investment and 
financial planning for retired people and the Importance of 
writing a Will. 
The Pension Department in this programme launched the 
first of a series of Pension Adalats which is being convened 
with the objective of bringing on a common table the 
aggrieved pensioner, the concerned department, the bank 
or CGHS representative, wherever relevant, so that such 
cases can be settled across the table within the framework 
of extant rules. 
The Mobile App launched, extended all the services 
meant for the pensioner, which are currently available on 
the Pensioners’ Portal of the department, to the mobile 
handset. 
With this App, a superannuating Central Government 
official will be able to monitor the progress of his pension 
settlement, and retired officials will be able to self-assess 
their pension through the pension calculator and will also 
be able to register their grievances, if any, and get updates 
on orders issued by the Department. 
The ANUBHAV AWARDS 2017 was presented to 
17 pensioners for their contribution towards creating 
institutional memory for the departments. 
Anubhav scheme had been instituted on the call of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to encourage retiring/
retired employees to submit their experiences while 
working in the government with the objective to create 
an institutional wealth for the government for future 
governance as well as to enthuse and inspire the future 
generations of government officials in their respective 
assignments.

Brazil’s Neymar has become the world’s most expensive footballer.
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cardiac and other diseases. This will also enable the patients 
to purchase medicines under one roof.”  The chief minister 
said that the second campus of IGMC to be developed over 
20 hectares of land would cost about Rs 250 crore which 
would be borne by the Union government and the state 
government in 80:20 ratio.
They also laid the foundation stone of Tertiary Care Cancer 
Centre of IGMC to provide world class facility to cancer 
patients. J.P. Nadda had increased the National Health 
Mission budget for Himachal Pradesh to Rs 407 crore.

Rajasthan Offers Tea made from Olives,   
23 August 2017

The desert state of Rajasthan will soon give the 
country an alternative to green tea — brewed from 
olive leaves.  The brand — named Olitia, The Olive 

Tea — will be launched “very soon” by Chief Minister 
Vasundhara Raje.  It will be the first time in the country and 
the world that a green tea alternative will be produced out 
of olive leaves.
Rajasthan started cultivating olives in 2007 in collaboration 
with Israel and now the state cultivates them on 5,000 hectares. 
An olive refinery is operational in the state at Bikaner, also 
the country’s first. State has also began production of olive 
honey.  Olive leaves have several health benefits. Several 
papers with findings of the lab studies are there. A lab test, 
conducted in July, confirmed the presence of several anti-
oxidants, anti-inflammatory and other such substances in 
the olive leaves. One of the substances found was Luteolin. 
Experiments with Luteolin show that it suppresses bacteria-
induced inflammation. Luteolin is an oxygen scavenger.
The lab tests confirmed the presence of “such strong anti-
oxidant” in olive leaves that they can help prevent several 
types of cancer — blood cancer, prostate cancer and ovaries 
cancer. It will medically benefit those who suffer from 
mental stress, cardiac disease. It has anti-inflammatory 
properties as well. The Olitia, The Olive Tea, packet also 
claims it has zero caffeine, builds immunity, fights fatigue 
and has anti-ageing properties. 
The “olive green tea” will come in multiple flavours which 
are in vogue these days like exotic, lemon and mint.

Burning Topics of the MonthSTaTE

China has formally opened its first overseas military base in Africa’s Djibouti. 

1. Rajasthan Offers Tea made from Olives.

2. AYUSH Minister inaugurates India’s first 
advanced Homoeopathy Virology lab in 
Kolkata.

3. Rs.300 cr Plan for better solid waste 
management in Delhi.

Nadda inaugurates AMRIT pharmacy stores 
in Shimla, 21 August 2017

In order to provide 
affordable medicines 
to the people, 

Union minister J P 
Nadda inaugurated 
AMRIT pharmacy 
stores in two premier 
hospitals in Shimla and 
simultaneously inaugurated 15 pharmacy outlets in Assam, 
UP and Punjab through video-conferencing.
Nadda, opened 12 AMRIT pharmacy outlets in Assam, two 
in Lucknow and one in Punjab from Shimla.
What is AMRIT?
The AMRIT (Affordable Medicines and Reliable Implants 
for Treatment) Pharmacy is an effort to reduce the 
expenditure incurred by patients on treatment of cancer, 
cardiovascular and other diseases.
Aim: The NDA government has started the concept of 
AMRIT pharmacy outlets to give relief to the common 
man and 164 medicines (branded drugs) for cancer, 
191 for cardio-vascular diseases and 5,200 other Non 
Communicable Diseases (NCDs) are now being given at 
50-90 per cent less price to the patient.
The project has been floated in a tie-up with government-
owned HLL Lifecare Ltd (HLL) which is deputed to 
establish and run the AMRIT chain of pharmacies across 
the country. Nadda said the medicines were being directly 
purchased from the manufacturers and the outlets were 
being started at the places provided free of cost, so that 
patients get medicines at cheaper rates.
The outlets are being digitally managed. The chief minister, 
who along with Nadda also laid the foundation stone of 
Super Speciality block of IGMC Complex to be constructed 
at Chamyana. AMRIT Pharmacy outlet in IGMC campus 
will provide medicines at 70 to 90 per cent cheaper rates.
“The launch of this would be a major relief for the patients 
who cannot afford costly medicines for treatment of cancer, 
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Rajnath Singh inaugurates “YUVA - Skill 
Development Programme”, 29 August 2017 

The Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh on 29 August 
2017 inaugurated “YUVA - Skill Development 
Programme”. YUVA is an initiative by Delhi Police 

under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana. 
Key highlights 

 # The YUVA initiative by Delhi Police aims to connect 
with youth by upgrading their skill as per their 
competencies. 

 # The programme will help the youth to get a gainful 
employment under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojna (PMKVY) under the Union Ministry of Skill 
Development. 

 # Delhi Police has tied up with National Skill 
Development Corporation (NSDC) and Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) for providing mass job linked 
skill training for the selected youth. 

 # National Skill Development Corporation will provide 
skill training to the youth under Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojna. 

 # The Confederation of Indian Industry will provide job 
linked training through its Sector Skill Councils who 
are connected to industry and thereby provide job 
guarantee. 

 # A total of 32 police station buildings have been 
identified where Skill Development Centres would be 
opened at the earliest. 

Background 
A comprehensive exercise was conducted in all 
13 districts of Delhi Police to select the youth 
between the age of 17 and 25 years for this training.  
These candidates belong to categories such as School 
dropouts, Juvenile offenders, Victims of crimes and 
families in dire state due to incarceration of the bread earner 
of the family, mostly from the underprivileged colonies.  
As of now, 2269 candidates have been selected to be 
trained by 36 training partners in 45 skills in the next three 
months.

Yogi Adityanath to inaugurate start-up fund 
for MSMEs in UP, 30 August 2017

Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath 

will inaugurate one of 
his government’s most 
ambitious projects 
- a start-up fund for 
promoting micro, small 
and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) within the 
state. 

The policy aims at the state-centric ‘Make in UP’ project, 
in alignment with the Centre’s flagship ‘Make in India’ 
mission. This is the first scheme to be launched since the 
Yogi Adityanath government came to power in Uttar 
Pradesh. Attributing to this, the Noida Authority has 
reserved 10 plots for the start-ups and 33 per cent for the 
expansion of existing industries. 

Under the scheme, the authority has introduced a special 
payment option for the successful allottees of industrial 
plots. This scheme will be continued till September 22 this 
year and will also promote the Ease of Doing Business by 
young entrepreneurs.

Make in India Scheme

Make in India is an initiative launched by the Government 
of India to encourage national, as well as multi-national 
companies to manufacture their products in India. It 
was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 25 
September 2014. 

The major objective behind the initiative is to focus on 
job creation and skill enhancement in 25 sectors of the 
economy.

The initiative also aims at high quality standards and 
minimising the impact on the environment. The initiative 
hopes to attract capital and technological investment in 
India.

AYUSH Minister inaugurates India’s first 
advanced Homoeopathy Virology lab in 
Kolkata, 12 September 2017

The Union Minister of State for AYUSH (Independent 
Charge) Shripad Yesso Naik inaugurated India’s 
first State of art virology laboratory at Dr. Anjali 

Chatterjee Regional Research Institute for Homoeopathy in 
Kolkata. 
In his inaugural address the Minister appreciated the 
popularity of Homoeopathy in West Bengal. 

China is drafting a law on the appropriate use of its National Anthem.
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Naik said that this laboratory has been established to 
develop new drugs and technologies in Homoeopathy to 
combat emerging challenges of viral diseases. 
In this context the Minister expressed his satisfaction of 
recognising this laboratory by the Calcutta University 
to undertake research work of the PhD students in 
Homoeopathy.
The laboratory, established at a cost of Rs. 8 crore is the only 
one in India for conducting basic and fundamental research 
in Homoeopathy for viral diseases like influenza, Japanese 
encephalitis, dengue, chickunguniya and swine flu. 
New drugs and technologies would also be developed here 
to combat emerging challenges of viral diseases.
Shripad Naik expressed happiness over Council’s initiatives 
of establishing a Centre of Excellence in Fundamental 
Research in Homoeopathy at IIEST, Howrah to undertake 
fundamental research studies in homoeopathy with an 
interdisciplinary approach. 
This institute has undertaken several clinical research 
studies like autism, psoriasis, vitiligo, breast cancer, 
hypertension, migraine etc along with proving of new drugs 
in homoeopathy with their clinical validations.

Rs.300 cr Plan for better solid waste management 
in Delhi, 15 September 2017

Minister of Housing & Urban Affairs Hardeep 
Singh Puri announced a Rs.300 cr action plan 
for a visible improvement in Solid Waste 

Management in Delhi. 

Addressing the  ‘Public Affairs Forum of India’ the Minister 
said this initiative will be supported by the Ministry from the 
‘Urban Development Fund’ operated by Delhi Development 
Authority.
Puri informed that under the Plan, automated machinery, 
equipment and other systems will be procured for 
better collection, transport and storage of garbage, 
decentralized treatment and better maintenance of 
sewers and drains. 
Soon after assuming office, Puri raised the issue of garbage 
problem in the national capital during a discussion on 
Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) in the Ministry on the fifth 
of this month and desired an action plan for improving the 
situation.
North, South and East Municipal Corporation of Delhi will 
spend Rs.100 cr each on procuring a total of 549 units of 
modern equipment. 
An assistance of Rs.80 cr will be provided to each MCD 
from the Urban Development Fund. 
All equipment including treatment plants are to be procured 
and commissioned by the end of this year.
This initiative will quickly add a waste treatment capacity of 
670 metric tons of bio-degradable waste besides preventing 
release of foul gases, smell and proliferation  of germs, 
pathogens, pests etc.

Portal for mapping of roads in Haryana 
launched, 15 September 2017

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar 
launched the ‘HARPATH portal’ for mapping 
roads in the state. He launched the portal in the 

presence of Union Minister of Electronics and Information 
Technology Ravi Shankar Prasad during the Haryana 
Digital Summit-2017 in Gurugram. 
The chief minister said with the help of this portal, people 
could give information to the government about the 
condition of roads. 
On receiving information, the government would ensure the 
repair of roads and remove obstacles in the smooth flow of 
traffic.

Meltdown immune world’s first nuclear power plant will be set up in China, the Sanmen Nuclear Power Station. 
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Burning Topics of the MonthiNTERNaTONal General of ICMR and Secretary, Department of 
Health Research, Manoj Jhalani, Additional Secretary, 
Ministry of Health and Dr Jerome H Kim, Director 
General of IVI.
The ICMR in Delhi is the apex body in the country for the 
formulation, coordination, and promotion of biomedical 
research. With a long history of scientific collaboration with 
IVI, India officially became a signatory to the treaty of the 
Seoul-based organization in 2012. The IVI has 35 signatory 
countries.

Microsoft launches ‘Project Brainwave’,   
23 August 2017

Microsoft announces 
‘Project Brainwave’ 
to compete with 

Google’s AI hardware Lead. 
Microsoft has announced 
its Project Brainwave deep 
learning acceleration platform 
for real-time artificial 
intelligence. The ‘Project Brainwave’ uses the massive 
field-programmable gate array infrastructure that 
Microsoft has been deploying over the past few years. It 
can handle complex, memory-intensive models such as 
Long Short Term Memories, without using batching to 
juice throughput.
Project Brainwave will be only available for Microsoft’s 
internal AI services for now, but will potentially offer the 
system to outside companies through its cloud services 
in the future. Microsoft has been investing in FGPAs 
for years now initially for areas like security and Bing 
search.

India-Malaysia: Cooperation Treaty between 
TRAI and Malaysian Telecom Regulatory 
Authority, 23 August 2017

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India has inked 
an agreement with the Malaysian Communications 
and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) to deepen 

bilateral cooperation in telecom and broadcasting regulation. 
Both telecom regulators, signed a letter of intent (LoI), 
under which they will exchange information and regulatory 
best practices.
Trai chairman RS Sharma and MCMC chairman Halim 
Shafie were signatories to the pact, which will enhance 
cooperation and bilateral ties between the two entities. 
The telecom regulators of India and Malaysia will 
also undertake joint capacity building exercises in 
telecom and broadcasting regulation, the Trai said in 
a statement.

China is relaunching the Fastest bullet trains in the world at 350 kilometres per hour. 

1. Microsoft launches ‘Project Brainwave’.

2. Alibaba Founder Jack Ma becomes Asia’s 
richest person.

3. Doklam standoff end in sight: India and 
China begin to pull troop out from the 
site.

China to relaunch fastest bullet trains,   
21 August 2017

China will again 
run one of 
the world’s 

fastest bullet trains. 
The journey between 
Beijing and Shanghai 
will be made at 350 
kmph, covering 1,250 
km in just 4 hours and 
30 minutes. Currently, it takes six hours to travel from the 
Chinese capital to the country’s business hub. The new 
generation bullet train ‘the Fuxing’ will make the trip 
starting from September 21. 
It will be the world’s fastest commercially used bullet train. 
China began running its first 350 kmph high-speed train 
between Beijing and Tianjin in August 2008 and opened 
at least three more high-speed lines nationwide in the 
following years. But it reduced the speed to 250 — 300 
kmph after a major accident in July 2011, when a train 
collision left 40 dead and over 190 injured.
The trains are entirely designed and manufactured in 
China, led by the China Railway Corporation. China has 
the world’s longest high-speed rail network of over 22,000 
kilometres, about 60% per cent of the world’s total.

Pact with South Korea’s IVI for vaccine,   
22 August 2017

The Indian Council of 
Medical Research 
(ICMR) and the 

Health Ministry inked a pact 
with the International Vaccine 
Institute (IVI), South Korea 
to collaborate on vaccine 
research and development.  
The Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was 
signed between Dr Soumya Swaminathan, Director 
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List of MoUs/Agreements signed during the 
State Visit of Prime Minister of Nepal to India, 
24 August 2017

S.No. Title of Agreement

1. MoU on Modalities for Utilization of India’s 
Housing Grant Component to support 
Reconstruction of 50,000 Houses

2. MoU on Implementation of the Grant Component 
of India’s Post-Earthquake Reconstruction 
Package in the Education Sector in Nepal

3. MoU on Implementation of the Grant Component 
of India’s Post-Earthquake Reconstruction 
Package in the Cultural Heritage Sector in Nepal

4. MoU on Implementation of the Grant Component 
of India’s Post-Earthquake Reconstruction 
Package in the Health Sector in Nepal

5. MoU for Implementation Arrangement on Cost 
Sharing, Schedules and Safeguard Issues for 
Construction of Mechi Bridge under ADB's 
SASEC Road Connectivity Programme (Tranche 
2), Funded by GoI

6. MoU on Drug Demand Reduction and Prevention 
of Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, 
Psychotropic Substances and Precursor Chemical 
and Related Matters

7. Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of 
Standardization and Conformity Assessment

8. MoU between the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India and the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Nepal

9th meeting of Heads of Governments of SCO 
dealing with the prevention and elimination of 
emergency situation, 24 August 2017

The 9th meeting of Heads of Governments of SCO 
dealing with the prevention and elimination of 
emergency situation, made by the Union Home 

Minister Rajnath Singh at Cholpon- Ata in Kyrgyz Republic 
on 24th August 2017.
Key Points:
India has offered to host a joint urban earthquake search 
and rescue exercise with the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) member nations, including China and 
Pakistan, in 2019 to better respond to emergencies in case 
of natural disasters. Over the period 1996 to 2015, the SCO 
countries have lost 300,000 lives due to natural disasters 
like earthquakes, floods, storms, landslides, epidemics etc. 
In this regard, a joint Urban Earthquake Search and Rescue 
exercise will be very useful in improving our collective 

preparedness. India offers to host a joint exercise on Urban 
Earthquake Search and Rescue in 2019.
About SCO
The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is a Eurasian 
political, economic, and security organisation, the creation 
of which was announced on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai, 
China. The SCO member countries are: China, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyz Republic, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India and 
Pakistan. India and Pakistan had joined the SCO in June in 
Kazakhstan capital Astana.

Narendra Modi and Priyanka Chopra tops 
LinkedIn Power Profiles List of 2017,   
24 August 2017

Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and actress 
Priyanka Chopra have 

found a spot in the LinkedIn 
Power Profiles List of 2017. 
Professional networking giant 
LinkedIn announced its fourth 
edition of Power Profiles, a 
list of the most viewed LinkedIn profiles of professionals 
in India. Through the list, the network recognizes 50 such 
professionals, who have successfully invested in building 
their professional brand on the platform.
Modi with his 2.2 million followers on the platform, is a 
third time return to the list. Other influencers are Kailash 
Satyarthi, Founder of Kailash Satyarthi Children’s 
Foundation, Congress MP Shashi Tharoor, Global Chief 
People Officer and Priyanka, who are new entries in the list.

Alibaba Founder Jack Ma becomes Asia’s 
richest person, 25 August 2017

Chinese e-commerce 
giant Alibaba’s 
Founder Jack Ma 

has become Asia’s richest 
person with net worth of 
$38.3 billion. Jack Ma is 
currently ranked as the 
world’s 18th richest man. Alibaba reported a total revenue 
growth of 56% for the quarter ended June 2017, driven by 
the growth in online sales.
In the latest rankings, Tencent Chairman Ma Huateng has 
slipped to No. 2, with a fortune worth $36.7 billion. Ma 
Huateng is No. 19 in the world and is No. 2 in Asia. Tencent 
has reported a larger-than-expected 70% increase in net 
profit for the first six months of 2017, fueled by growth in 
the company’s online and mobile game business, as well as 
gains in online payments and advertising.

Mark Wahlberg topped the Forbes 2017 list of World’s Highest Paid Actors. 
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Israel signed a deal to buy 17 F-35 US-made 
fighter jets, 28 August 2017

The purchase was part of a larger deal to buy a total 
of 50 F-35 planes.  The deal was signed in the US, 
following a cabinet decision from November 2016, 

which approved the purchase. The acquisition is part of 
Israel’s plan to replace its fleet of F-16 fighter jets with 50 
new F-35, citing a need to ensure its military’s qualitative 
edge in the region. Currently, the Air Force has five F-35s, 
all are amidst “absorption process” and are expected to 
become operational by the end of 2017. The Defence 
Ministry did not specify the exact cost of the planes but 
said that in the recent deal, the price of the jets went under 
$100 million per plane for the first time. The Ministry said 
that due to the lower price, Israel Defence Forces (IDF) will 
consider buying more planes, expanding the fleet from two 
squadrons, as currently planned, to three squadrons.
In 2011, Israel and Washington signed a Memorandum of 
Understandings, in which the US Administration committed 
to enabling Israel to buy 75 F-35s.    Israeli Defence Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman praised the deal as “a significant and 
strategic addition of strength to the Air Force.”

Doklam standoff end in sight: India and China 
begin to pull troop out from the site,   
28 August 2017

There may be an end in sight to the Doklam standoff 
as indicated by the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) as it announced that both Indian and Chinese 

troops are slowly being pulled out from the site.
The MEA is calling this process the ‘Doklam Disengagement 
Understanding’. The move comes ahead of the BRICS 
summit, which will be attended by leaders from five 
countries, including PM Narendra Modi, in the Chinese city 
of Xiamen. India and China, have been keeping diplomatic 
channels open since the border incursion by China on June 
16 in what’s called the tri-junction area at Doklam.

India and Germany signed a pact to improve 
grid integration of renewable energy,   
29 August 2017

India and Germany 
signed an agreement on 
technical cooperation 

under the Indo-German 
Energy Programme – 
Green Energy Corridors 
(IGEN-GEC).
The agreement was signed 
by Indian Ministry of New and Renewable Energy and 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 

(GIZ) GmbH India on behalf of Germany. The main 
objective of this programme component is to improve the 
sector framework and conditions for grid integration of 
renewable energy.
In 2013, Germany had decided to provide concessional loans 
of up to 1 billion euro through KfW (German Development 
Bank). In addition, it had offered to lend up to 10 million 
euro under technical assistance in forecasting, balancing, 
market design, network management and demand side 
energy efficiency implemented by GIZ.
These contributions have been further increased in 2015 and 
2016 through concessional loans of up to 400 million euro for 
transmission infrastructure. Germany also provides a loan of 
7 million euro for training activities in the photovoltaic solar 
rooftop sector and energy efficiency in residential buildings 
under technical assistance through GIZ.

India’s innovation growth rate could surpass 
China: Report, 29 August 2017

India’s innovation growth rate would see a significant 
rise and could surpass that of China in the next decade, 
according to a BRICS report. China ranks first in terms of 

national comprehensive innovation competitiveness in 2016, 
followed by Russia, South Africa, Brazil and India, according 
to the BRICS Innovative Competitiveness Report 2017 
released by China Science and Technology Exchange Centre.
The five BRICS country (Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
South Africa) is leading the development of science and 
technology, economy and society in their regions, it said. 
The report said BRICS countries are major representatives 
of emerging economies, which contribute 18 per cent of 
global GDP, 17 per cent of global research and development 
investment and 27 per cent of science papers published in 
international journals. However, in terms of research, quality 
of education, modern infrastructure and eco-protection, 
BRICS still lag behind. The report was released ahead of 
the BRICS Summit held from September 3 to 5, in Xiamen, 
East China’s Fujian Province.

Hurricane Harvey: 13,000 rescued in Houston, 
30 August 2017

Hurricane Harvey is 
an active tropical 
cyclone that is 

causing unprecedented 
and catastrophic flooding 
in southeastern Texas. It 
is the first major hurricane 
to make landfall in the 
United States of America 
since Wilma in 2005. It ends the record of 12 year period 
without any hurricanes of Category-3 intensity or higher.

Delhi government has banned manual cleaning of sewers. 
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Over 13,000 people were rescued by the Federal and local 
agencies in Houston and the surrounding areas in the state of 
Texas since the catastrophic storm Harvey flooded the area. 
Storm Harvey brought the heaviest tropical downpour in the 
history of the United States. Meanwhile, Houston Mayor 
Sylvester Turner has imposed a curfew from midnight to 
5 a.m. until further notice to prevent property crimes like 
burglaries and looting.
U.S. President Donald Trump met with officials in Austin 
and Corpus Christi and avoided the hardest hit parts of Texas 
so that the rescue efforts are not hampered. The President 
wanted to be very cautious about making sure that any activity 
doesn’t disrupts the rescue efforts that are still ongoing.

List of MoUs/Agreements signed during State visit 
of Prime Minister to Myanmar, 31 August 2017

S.
No.

Name of MoUs/Agreements

1.

Maritime Security Cooperation Between the 
Government of the Republic of India and the 
Government of the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar

2.

Cultural Exchange Programme between the 
Government of the Republic of India And the 
Government of the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar for the year 2017-2020

3.
Memorandum of Understanding on Enhancing the 
Cooperation of the Upgradation of the Women's 
Police Training Centre at Yamethin, Myanmar.

4.
Memorandum of Understanding for Sharing 
White Shipping Information between the Indian 
Navy and Myanmar Navy

5.

Technical Agreement between the Government of 
the Republic of India and the Government Of the 
Republic of the Union of Myanmar for providing 
Coastal Surveillance System

6.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Central 
Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO), 
Ministry Of Health and Family Welfare of the Republic 
of India and Food and Drugs (FDA), Ministry of 
Health and Sports of Myanmar on Cooperation in 
Medical Products Regulation.

7.

Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Ministry of Health and Family welfare of the 
Republic of India and the Ministry of Health And 
Sports of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
on cooperation in the field of Health and medicine

8. Exchange of Letter for Extension of MoU on the 
establishment of MIIT

9.
Exchange of Letter for Extension of MoU on 
the establishment of India-Myanmar Center for 
Enhancement of IT-Skill

10.

Memorandum of understanding in the field of 
elections between the Election Commission of 
India and The Union Election Commission of 
Myanmar.

11.
Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation 
between Myanmar Press Council and the Press 
Council of India

US $ 255 million in armed conditional support 
to Pakistan, 01 September 2017

The Trump Administration has informed the Congress 
that it has provided armed military assistance of $ 
255 million to Pakistan but it will only be able to 

use this help only when it will take further action against 
terrorist groups. Before the announcement, American 
President Donald Trump had attacked Pakistan to provide 
safe havens to terrorist groups who killed Americans in 
Afghanistan. They had warned Pakistan that instead of 
feeding the terrorists, they have to lose a lot in exchange 
for raising them.
According to the New York Times, the Trump 
Administration informed the Congress that it has kept $ 
25.5 million in military aid as an escrow account, which 
Islamabad will be able to use only when it will take further 
action on the terrorist networks, the terrorist group which 
is attacking neighboring Afghanistan. Escrow account is 
the account in which money is deposited on the condition 
that the money cannot be used until the pre-determined 
conditions are met.
The decision to provide military assistance has come 
at a time when the relations between the two countries 
remain tense. Pakistan had canceled at least three 
high profile meetings with senior US officials. In this, 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Khwaja Asif’s visit to the 
US, which he was about to meet with External Affairs 
Minister Rakes Tillerson, was also canceled. The Quami 
Assembly of Pakistan passed the resolution alleging 
that recent statements made by the US President and his 
senior officials on Pakistan were hostile and intimidating. 
However, the US emphasized that he wants Pakistan to 
take action against terrorist groups.

Asia’s most corrupt country, 02 September 2017

A recent survey by the Transparency International 
states that India is the most corrupt country in Asia 
with 69% bribery rates. 

According to the report, with 69% bribery rate, India tops 
the list which is followed by Vietnam, Thailand, Pakistan 
and Myanmar. 
The organisations had put India at rank 76 out of 168 
countries in its Corruption Perception Index last year.

Paytm has rebranded Postcard to Lifafa (which means envelope in Hindi) after an India Post notice.
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India’s first World Heritage City,    
02 September 2017

Gujarat’s commercial capital Ahmedabad was 
formally accorded the status of India’s first World 
Heritage City by UNESCO.

UNESCO Director General Irina Bokova handed over 
the certificate declaring Ahmedabad as a ‘World Heritage 
City’ to Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani. In July, the 
UNESCO had inscribed Ahmedabad as India’s first World 
Heritage City at a meeting held in Poland.

Hindu Conference begins in Nepal,   
02 September 2017

3 day International Hindu 
Conference has begun 
in Nepal with an aim of 

reinstating Kathmandu as the 
global capital of Hinduism. The 
conference will discuss papers 
on various contemporary issues 
including, the scientific basis 
of Hinduism, climate change & 
global warming.
Hindu scholars, religious leaders, Hindu activists & officials 
from India, Bangladesh, Pak, US & UK are attending the 
conference.

Indian Ocean Conference in Colombo,   
03 September 2017

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj participated 
in a two-day Indian Ocean Conference held 
Colombo. Foundation, a Delhi-based think tank, 

hosted the IOC 2017 in collaboration with RSIS, Singapore, 
and NIFS, Colombo, both research and study centers. The 
theme of the conference was peace, progress and prosperity.
The participation were from around 35 countries and had 
speakers from 25 countries. The conference was held in 
Temple Trees, the official residence of the Lankan prime 
minister. This was the second IOC conference. The first was 
held in Singapore last year in partnership with think tanks 
from Singapore, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. The conference 
was inaugurated by Seychelles Vice-President Vincent 
Meriton, Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, 
Singapore Foreign Affairs Minister Vivian Balakrishnan 
alongwith Swaraj.
There was ministerial representation from Bangladesh, 
Japan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Mauritius and Vietnam and the 
conference was attended by senior officials from the USA, 
Australia, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Germany, Kenya, 
South Korea and Afghanistan among others.

9th BRICS Summit: A Breakup of What 
Transpired, 04 September 2017

The BRICS grouping with its member countries-
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa is 
building a new world BRIC by BRIC. This year 

marks 9th BRICS summit. Starting from Yekaterinburg 
summit in Russia in 2009 to Xiamen in China this year. And 
the group has moved much. Initially an economic grouping 
the group has increased its ambit to include politics also.
This year’s Xiamen summit had everything substantial on 
terror. 3 full para, in the declaration is devoted just to terror. 
Biggest victory came for India in terms of declaration 
mentioning Pakistan backed terror groups such as Lashkar-
e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad. This is the first time such 
mention has come in a BRICS declaration. And it vindicates 
India’s old stand. It stressed that there can be no justification 
whatsoever for any act of terrorism. 
BRICS strongly condemned terrorist attacks resulting in 
death of innocent Afghan nationals and called for immediate 
cessation of violence. BRICS reaffirmed its support to the 
people of Afghanistan in their efforts to achieve “Afghan-
led and Afghan-owned” peace and national reconciliation. 
BRICS strongly deplore the nuclear test conducted by the 
DPRK. It express deep concern over the ongoing tension 
and prolonged nuclear issue on the Korean Peninsula.

US President Donald Trump canceled Amnesty 
Program, 06 September 2017

US President Donald Trump canceled Obama’s era 
Amnesty program. These programs provided work 
permit to refugees entering illegally as children in the 

country. This step of trump is expected to have an impact on 
a large number of people who do not have valid documents. 
These include more than seven thousand Indian Americans.
There was a possibility of such a declaration and after the 
declaration of the DACA i.e. Deferred Action for Children 
Arrival, there were demonstrations across the country. 
Hundreds protesters protested against trumpets gathered in 
front of the White House.

Devendra Jhajharia has became the 1st Para Ahlete to be awarded the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna.  
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Tom Perez, president of the Democratic National Committee, 
has said that by canceling the DACA, Trump has made a 
brutal image more firm. Former President Barack Obama 
described Trump’s decision as inhumane, inaccurate and 
cruel. Mexico has also termed this decision wrong.

UJALA scheme launched in Melaka, Malaysia, 
06 September 2017

Energy Efficiency 
Services Limited 
(EESL) , under 

Ministry of Power, 
Government of India has 
launched UJALA (Unnat 
Jyoti by Affordable 
Lighting for All) Scheme 
in the State of Melaka, 
Malaysia. The Scheme was launched by Chief Minister of 
Melaka Datuk Seri Utama Ir. Hj. Idris Bin Hj. Haron. In 
due course of time, the successful Indian model of UJALA 
scheme has become a sought-after example for the different 
nations of the world and will now be implemented in Melaka 
to extend programme benefits to people of the region.
Under this scheme, each household in Melaka will get 10 
high quality 9-watt LED bulbs at a cost of only RM 10, 
which is a special price and is almost half of what in begin 
offered in the market. The distribution of these LED bulb will 
take place from 28 numbers of Japerun in the region. These 
Japerun are a unique community welfare and engagement 
centers, which are situated across the Melakan State. Under 
the extensive and ever-expanding idea of UJALA, Energy 
Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) plans to distribute 
about 1 million 9W LED bulbs, which will replace 18W 
CFLs. The initiative will have the logistical assistance and 
facilitation support from Green Growth Asia, which is 
a not for profit organization. The price of each bulb will 
be way lesser than global average price of the LED bulbs, 
which still swings between 3-5 USD. Notably, each bulb 
that is being provided by EESL under the UJALA scheme 
in Melaka comes with a 3-year free replacement warranty 
against any technical defects. These bulbs sent from India 
will be of leading brands and manufacturers like Osram, 
Philips along with other companies of repute.
Currently, over 25-crore LED bulbs have been distributed 
under the UJALA scheme in India, which are resulting in 
33,828 mn kWh of energy savings per year. While about 
13,531 crores are being saved in energy bills of consumers 
per annum, about 2, 74, 00,887 tonnes of CO2 reduction is 
taking place per year. Social surveying in India had strongly 
indicated a public contentment with the scheme and people 
openly expressed their happiness after witnessing reduction 
in their electricity bills.

International Literacy Day – 2017,   
08 September 2017

The 51st International Literacy Day is being 
celebrated on 8th September, 2017 at Vigyan 
Bhawan, New Delhi and the theme announced by 

UNESCO is `Literacy in a digital world’. The programme 
would include; felicitation to the dignitaries, distribution 
of Saakshar Bharat Awards to the best performing States, 
Districts, Gram Panchayats and NGOs.
About International Literacy Day-
The International Literacy Day is celebrated on 8th September 
every year throughout the world.  On this day, in the year 
1965 the World Congress of Ministers of Education met 
in Tehran for the first time to discuss the programme of 
education at the international level.  The UNESCO in its 
14th Session in November, 1966, declared 8th September as 
the International Literacy Day
The National Literacy Mission Authority started celebrating 
International Literacy Day every year from 1988 onwards.  
The   eradication of illiteracy has been one of the major 
national concerns of the Govt. of India since independence. 
The occasion of ILD is used for raising public awareness 
to eradicate illiteracy and create environment in favour of 
adult education programmes.
From 1996 onwards some new elements were 
introduced to make the programme more attractive. 
In the year 1996 a ‘Mashal March’ was organized 
involving school students and literacy functionaries. In 
subsequent years, variety of activities were included as 
a part of ILD celebration which includes: Competitions 
(Rangoli, Drawing etc) for the literacy functionaries at 
the State level by SLMAs, Exhibition of JSS products 
(KRITI), International Conferences, Seminars, Cultural 
Progrmmes etc. 

Second Indian Workers’ Resource Centre,  
11 September 2017

Indian Ambassador in UAE Navdeep Singh Suri 
inaugurated 2nd Indian Workers’ Resource Centre in 
UAE.

England football captain Wayne Rooney announced his retirement from international football. 
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It provides counseling 
and support to the 
overseas Indian 
Community on legal, 
personal and financial 
matters, free of cost. 
The IWRC will 
receive, register and 
monitor grievance petitions and provide clarification to 
information seeking queries. The first IWRC was opened 
in Dubai in 2010.

India, Afghanistan exchange four pacts,   
12 September 2017

India and Afghanistan 
exchanged four 
pacts in areas of 

health, transport, space 
and new development 
partnership.
The agreements 
were exchanged after 
delegation level talks between External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj and Foreign Minister of Afghanistan 
Salahuddin Rabbani in New Delhi.
India will also supply wheat to Afghanistan in coming 
weeks through Chahbahar port.

Global Human Capital Index, 13 September 2017

India has been placed at a low 103 rank, the lowest 
among BRICS economies, on the WEF’s Global Human 
Capital Index.

Among the South Asian countries also, India was ranked 
lower than Sri Lanka and Nepal, although higher than 
neighboring Bangladesh and Pakistan.
India was ranked 105th on this list last year, while Finland 
was on the top which has pushed by Norway to second 
place this year.

List of MoUs/Agreements signed during the 
visit of Prime Minister of Japan to India,   
14 September 2017

S. 
No.

Memorandums

A. Disaster Risk Management

1 MOC between the Ministry of Home Affairs, of 
the Government of the Republic of India and the 
Cabinet Office of the Government of Japan

B. Skills Development

2 MoC in the field of Japanese Language Education 
in India between MEA and MOFA, Japan

C. Connectivity

3 India Japan Act East Forum

D. Economic & Commercial

4 Arrangement between India Post and Japan 
Post on Administrative Instruction for the 
Implementation of Cool EMS service

E. Investment (Gujarat)

5 India-Japan Investment Promotion Road map 
between DIPP and METI

6 MOC between METI and the State of Gujarat 
on ‘Japan-India special programme for Make In 
India’ in Mandal Bechraj-Khoraj in Gujarat

F. Civil Aviation

7 Exchange of RoD on Civil Aviation Cooperation 
(Open Sky)

G. Science & Technology

8 Agreement for International joint exchange 
programme between interdisciplinary theoretical 
and mathematical sciences programme (iTHEMS), 
RIKEN and National Centres for Biological 
Sciences (Simons-NCBS)

9 Joint Research Contract between National Institute 
of Advanced Industrial Science & Technology 
(AIST), Japan and Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT)

10 MOU Between DBT and National Institute of 
Advanced Science & Technology (AIST)

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj recently inaugurated India’s first ‘Videsh Bhavan’ in Mumbai. 
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H. Sports
11 MoU on International Academic and Sports 

Exchange between Lakshmi Bai National Institute 
of Physical Education (LNIPE)and Nippon Sports 
Science University, Japan (NSSU)

12 MoU on International Academic and Sports 
Exchange between Sports Authority of India and 
Nippon Sports Science University, Japan (NSSU)

13 LETTER OF INTENT between Lakshmi Bai 
National Institute of Physical Education (LNIPE) 
and University of Tsukuba, Japan

14 LETTER OF INTENT between Sports Authority of 
India and University of Tsukuba, Japan

I. Academics/Think Tank
15 MoU between RIS and IDE-JETRO for promotion 

of Cooperation in Research Related Activities

China and Russia begin naval drills near North 
Korea, 18 September 2017

China and Russia began naval drills near North Korea 
amid continuing tensions over the isolated state’s 
nuclear ambitions and ahead of a United Nations 

General Assembly meeting, where North Korea is likely to 
loom large. North Korea launched a missile over Japan, its 
second and conducted its sixth and by far most powerful 
nuclear test on September 3, in defiance of international 
pressure.

Economic exploitation and state oppression in 
Balochistan echoes in Geneva, 18 September 2017

The event titled “Scaling the Abyss: CPEC, Economic 
Exploitation and State Oppression in Balochistan” 
was organized by World Baloch Organization (WBO) 

and Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization 
(UNPO) on the sidelines of 36th Session of Human Rights 
Council in Geneva.

Despite living in resource-rich region, the people 
face extreme poverty, conflict, hunger and instability 
due to the systematic looting of natural wealth of 
the province. Balochistan, a region that spans across 
parts of Iran, Afghanistan and is currently Pakistan’s 
largest and most resource rich yet least developed 
region.

More than 40 million people trapped in slavery: 
New global estimate, 19 September 2017

More than 40 million people were trapped as slaves 
last year in forced labor and forced marriages, 
according to the first joint effort by key anti-

slavery groups to estimate the number of victims worldwide 
of the international crime. 
The International Labour Organization (ILO), human 
rights group Walk Free Foundation, and International 
Organization for Migration said 40.3 million people were 
victims of modern slavery in 2016 - but added this was a 
conservative estimate. 
They estimated 24.9 million people were trapped 
working in factories, on construction sites, farms and 
fishing boats, and as domestic or sex workers, while 15.4 
million people were in marriages to which they had not 
consented. 

UNICEF deputy representative hails Suu 
Kyi for inviting UN collaboration to resolve 
Rohingya crisis, 19 September 2017

The UNICEF Deputy 
Representative, Paul 
Edwards hailed 

Myanmar State Councilor 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
statement welcoming the 
collaboration with United 
Nations to resolve the 
Rohingya crisis and said that 
it is start of a new period.

Finance Minister has launched ‘Bharat 22’ exchange-traded-fund in 22 state-run and private firms.
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The UNICEF Deputy Representative said that Aung San Suu 
Kyi is welcoming the collaboration with the international 
community, and with the United Nations. 

Swaraj holds trilateral talks with US, Japan 
counterparts, 19 September 2017

Foreign Ministers of India, Japan and the US 
emphasized on the need for ensuring freedom 
of navigation, respect for international law and 

peaceful resolution of disputes, as they held a trilateral 
meeting in the backdrop of Doklam crisis and assertive 
Chinese behavior.

On the sidelines of the UN General Assembly here, 
the three top diplomats - External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj, US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
and Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono also 
exchanged views on maritime security, connectivity 
and proliferation issues.

China is engaged in hotly contested territorial disputes in 
both the South China Sea and the East China Sea. Beijing 
has built up and militarized many of the islands and reefs it 
controls in the region.

China claims sovereignty over all of South China Sea.

However, Vietnam, Malaysia, the Philippines, Brunei and 
Taiwan have counter claims.

India and China last month ended a 73-day standoff in 
Doklam area of the Sikkim sector that was triggered by 
China’s move to build a road in the border area.

Flipkart recently completed its merger with eBay India’s operations. 
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Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) , Dr. Arvind Subramanian,  
made a presentation on the state of economy. The Council 
noted that India has macro-economic stability on the back 
of improvements in its macro-economic fundamentals, 
structural reforms with the launch of the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST), action being taken to address the Twin Balance 
Sheet (TBS) challenge, extraordinary financial market 
confidence, reflected in high and rising bond and especially 
stock valuations and long-term positive consequences of 
demonetization. 

The Council also discussed the issues and challenges facing 
the Indian economy and Members agreed on the need to 
keep constant vigil and be in a state of preparedness of 
managing any external and internal vulnerabilities.

The board of state-owned Oil and Natural Gas 
Corp (ONGC) has given ‘in-principle’ approval 
to acquire government’s 51.11 per cent stake in 
Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd., 22 August 2017

The board at its meeting constituted a committee 
of directors to “examine various aspects” of the 
acquisition and “to provide its recommendations to 

the board of directors”, it said. The government last month 
had approved sale of its 51.11 per cent stake in oil refiner 
HPCL to India’s largest oil producer ONGC. 
Prior to the merger, HPCL is likely to take over Mangalore 
Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL) to bring all the 
refining assets of ONGC under one unit. ONGC currently 
owns 71.63 per cent of MRPL while HPCL has 16.96 per 
cent stake in it.

Burning Topics of the MonthECONOMy

For the first time in history, BJP became the largest political party in Rajya Sabha.

1. Commerce and Industry Minister Sets up 
Task Force on Artificial Intelligence for 
Economic Transformation.

2. HDFC Bank became the first bank in India 
to launch DigiPOS.

3. RBI has included HDFC Bank in ‘too big 
to fail’ lenders list.

Union Bank of India has entered into a corporate 
agency agreement with Bajaj Allianz General 
Insurance, 21 August 2017

Union Bank of India has entered into a corporate 
agency agreement with Bajaj Allianz General 
Insurance and Cholamandalam MS General 

Insurance for distribution of their insurance products.
The public sector bank already has a corporate agency 
agreement with The New India Assurance. Rajkiran Rai 
G, MD and CEO, Union Bank of India, said: “We believe 
the partnerships will bring the best of non-life insurance 
products to our customers.”
Bancassurance: Bancassurance means selling insurance 
product through banks.
Union Bank of India was founded in the year of 1919 and 
HQ OF Bank is situated in Mumbai.

The seventeenth Meeting of the Financial Stability 
and Development Council (FSDC) was held in 
New Delhi, 22 August 2017

The seventeenth Meeting of the Financial Stability 
and Development Council (FSDC) was held in 
New Delhi  under the Chairmanship of the Union 

Minister of Finance, Arun Jaitley.



NEWS BITES ECOnOMY

45 NOVEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

The Reserve Bank of India has issued on August 
25, 2017, `200 denomination banknotes in the 
Mahatma Gandhi (New) Series, 23 August 2017

The Reserve 
Bank of India 
has issued on 

August 25, 2017, 
`200 denomination 
banknotes in the 
Mahatma Gandhi 
(New) Series, bearing 
the signature of 
Dr. Urjit R. Patel, 
Governor, Reserve 
Bank of India.
The new denomination 
has Motif of Sanchi 
Stupa on the reverse, depicting the country’s cultural 
heritage. The base colour of the note is Bright Yellow.
Obverse (Front)

1.  Denominational numeral 200 in Devnagari.
2.  Portrait of Mahatma Gandhi at the centre.

3.  Micro letters ‘RBI’, ‘Hkkjr’, ‘India’ and ‘200’.
4.  Guarantee Clause, Governor’s signature with Promise 

Clause and RBI emblem towards right of Mahatma 
Gandhi portrait.

5.  Ashoka Pillar emblem on the right.
6. Mahatma Gandhi portrait and electrotype (200) 

watermarks.
7.  Number panel with numerals growing from small to big 

on the top left side and bottom right side.
For visually impaired
8.  Intaglio or raised printing of Mahatma Gandhi portrait, 

Ashoka Pillar emblem, raised Identification mark H 
with micro-text ̀  200, four angular bleed lines with two 
circles in between the lines both on the right and left 
sides.

Reverse (Back)
9.  Year of printing of the note on the left
10. Swachh Bharat logo with slogan
11. Language panel
12. Motif of Sanchi Stupa

13. Denominational numeral 200 in Devnagari
Dimension
Dimension of the banknote will be 66 mm × 146 mm

DHFL Pramerica Life Insurance Company 
signed Bancassurance Agreement with the 
Dhanlaxmi Bank for selling its insurance 
products, 25 August 2017

Dhanlaxmi Bank 
managing director 
and CEO G 

Sreeram said the bank 
was delighted to partner 
with DHFL Pramerica for 
bringing in best-in-class 
life insurance products for 
different customer segments.
Bancassurance: Bancassurance means selling insurance 
product through banks.
Dhanlaxmi Bank was founded in the year of 1927 and HQ 
of a bank is situated in Thrissur, Kerala.

Commerce and Industry Minister Sets up Task 
Force on Artificial Intelligence for Economic 
Transformation, 25 August 2017

Commerce and Industry Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
has constituted a Task Force on Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) for India’s Economic Transformation. 

The Minister said with rapid development in the fields of 
information technology and hardware, the world is about to 
witness a fourth industrial revolution.  She said driven by 
the power of big data, high computing capacity, artificial 
intelligence and analytics, Industry 4.0 aims to digitise the 
manufacturing sector. 
Sitharaman said the panel will comprise of experts, 
academics, researchers and industry leaders and will 
explore possibilities to leverage AI for development across 
various fields
Chairperson: Dr. V. Kamakoti
Artificial intelligence: Artificial intelligence is intelligence 
exhibited by machines, rather than humans.
Commerce and Industry Minister : Nirmala Sitharaman

Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan has penned a book titled ‘I Do What I Do’. 
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Karnataka Agriculture Department has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with Microsoft 
India to develop a unique “farm price forecasting 
model”, 25 August 2017

Karnataka Agriculture 
Department has signed 
a Memorandum of 

Understanding with Microsoft 
India to develop a unique 
“farm price forecasting model” 
using latest IT tools in a bid to 
help farmers, administrators 
and other stakeholders to 
understand the market behaviour in advance. 
The proposed initiative is said to be the first-of-its-kind 
in the country as it is a “multi-variate” one that takes into 
consideration various factors beyond the conventional 
supply-demand equation while forecasting the prices for 
crops.
It will examine a slew of related factors including weather, 
rainfall and external factors that impact market behaviour.

HDFC Bank became the first bank in India to 
launch DigiPOS, a Point of Sale (POS) machine 
that offers a complete suite of digital payment 
options, 27 August 2017

DigiPOS will offer 
customers various digital 
payment options such 

as UPI, Bharat QR, SMS Pay 
and PayZapp, in addition to the 
facility to pay through debit / 
credit cards.
Housing Development Finance 
Corporation was founded in the 
year of 1994 and HQ of Bank is situated in Mumbai.

Ujiivan Small Finance Bank has been included 
in the second schedule to the Reserve Bank 
of India Act, 1934 with granting ‘Scheduled 
Bank’ status, 01 September 2017

Ujjivan Financial 
Services is a non-
banking finance 

company engaged in the 
micro finance lending 
business. 
The company’s products 
and services include Microfinance, Micro and Small 

Enterprise Business (MSE) Finance, Agriculture and 
Animal Husbandry Finance. Ujiivan Small Finance Bank 
was established on FEBRUARY 1, 2017 and HQ of Bank is 
situated in Bengaluru, Karnataka.

Solar energy services company Freyr Energy 
has tied up with Axis Bank to offer term loans, 
02 September 2017

Solar energy services 
company Freyr Energy 
has tied up with Axis 

Bank to offer term loans ranging 
from Rs.5 lakh to Rs.50 lakh for 
tenures up to five years, for solar 
rooftop installations in Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh.
The loans will be given to MSMEs and self-employed 
individuals to install Freyr rooftop solar plants for industrial 
and commercial purposes. Over the past three years, Freyr 
has installed over 800 solar systems across 14 States in India 
and Ghana. Axis Bank was founded in the year of 1993 and 
HQ of Bank is situated in Mumbai.

According to The Central Statistics Office 
(CSO) GDP slumped to a three-year low of 5.7 
per cent for the First Quarter of the financial 
year 2017-18, 03 September 2017

According to The Central Statistics Office (CSO), 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) slumped to a three-
year low of 5.7 per cent for the First Quarter (April-

June) of financial year 2017-18.
The Q1 GDP is estimated at Rs 31.10 lakh crore, as against 
Rs 29.42 lakh crore in Q1 of 2016-17, showing a growth 
rate of 5.7 percent, Ministry of Statistics & Programme 
Implementation said in a release.  After Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s demonetization move, GDP growth had 
declined to 6.1 per cent in January March quarter of the 
previous financial year. Experts had predicted that effects 
of demonetization would diminish in the current fiscal. 
However, the new GDP numbers of April-June quarter tell 
a different tale.

Georgia began the ‘Noble Partner’ military exercise with the US and partner countries. 
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Global brokerage firm UBS has lowered India’s 
GDP growth forecast to 6.6 per cent for this fiscal 
from 7.2 per cent earlier, 04 September 2017

The Global 
brokerage firm 
said that the 

growth is expected 
to pick up in coming 
quarters as the economy 
normalises post 
implementation of the 
GST.
UBS has forecasted 
India’s GDP growth 
to 6.6 per cent year-
on-year and 7.4 per 
cent year-on- year in 
2017-18 and 2018-19, 
respectively (as against our earlier estimates of 7.2 per cent 
and 7.7 per cent).
India’s economic growth slipped to a three-year low 
of 5.7 per cent in April-June as disruptions caused by 
demonetization spilled over to the third straight quarter 
amid the slowdown in manufacturing activities.

RBI has included HDFC Bank in ‘too big to 
fail’ lenders list, 05 September 2017

RBI has included HDFC in the list of ‘too big to 
fail’ lenders, referred to as D-SIB or domestic 
systemically important bank.

India’s largest lender SBI and private sector major ICICI 
Bank were classified as D-SIBs in 2015.
With the inclusion of HDFC Bank in the list, there will 
now be three ‘too big to fail’ financial entities in the 
country. 
“The additional Common Equity Tier 1 (CET1) 
requirement for D-SIBs has already been phased-in from 
April 1, 2016 and will become fully effective from April 
1, 2019.
The additional CET1 or core capital requirement will be in 
addition to the capital conservation buffer.

Morgan Stanley has projected India’s growth 
of 6.4 per cent and 7.4 per cent in 2017 and 
2018, 06 September 2017

India’s economic 
growth slipped 
to a three-year 

low of 5.7 per 
cent in April-June, 
underscoring the 
disruptions caused by 
uncertainty related 
to the GST rollout 
amid a slowdown in 
manufacturing activities.
On a calendar year basis, Morgan Stanley now project 
growth of 6.4 per cent and 7.4 per cent in 2017 and 2018, 
respectively, as against 7.6 per cent and 8.0 per cent 
previously. The revised new financial 2018 and 2019 growth 
estimates are at 6.7 per cent and 7.5 per cent, respectively.

According to FIEO, trade between India and 
Singapore will reach to $25 billion by the 
financial year 2019-2020, 09 September 2017

Bilateral trade between India and Singapore can 
achieve the target of USD 25 billion by 2019–20 as 
it has seen a strong growth in the recent years.

“We can easily reach USD 25 billion trade with Singapore 
by 2019–20, up from the current level of USD 17 billion,” 
Federation of Indian Export Organizations (FIEO) chief 
Ganesh Kumar Gupta said.
Pointing out that the bilateral trade between India and 
Singapore was only 2.52 per cent of India’s overall trade.
“India’s export to Singapore grew by 23 per cent in the last 
fiscal though overall exports grew by only 4 percent.

Punjab National Bank (PNB) and Bharat 
Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) has signed 
an agreement to roll out open mobile wallet 
Speedpay across 10 states in the country,   
11 September 2017

Punjab National 
Bank and state-
run firm BSNL 

has teamed up to roll 
out open mobile wallet 
Speedpay across 10 
states in the country.
PNB’s Speedway wallet 
will operate like any 

Germany has test launched surveillance cameras with biometric face recognition capability.
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other mobile wallet for paying bills, recharging phone 
besides its users will be able to deposit and withdraw money 
from authorised retail outlets.
Speedway users will be able to operate Internet banking 
services from the application. “India is now second largest 
market in the world with 120 crore mobile users.

Software services firm Infosys has completed 
the acquisition of London-based Brilliant 
Basics, 12 September 2017

India’s second 
largest software 
services firm 

Infosys has completed 
the acquisition 
of London-based 
Brilliant Basics.
Infosys further 
expands its worldwide 
connected network of Digital Studios that are focused on 
fulfilling the needs of global clients for end-to- end digital 
transformation solutions.
Infosys has acquired the company in a cash deal worth 7.5 
million.
Founded in 2012, Brilliant Basics was a 100 per cent 
management owned firm with co-founder and CEO 
owning 85.5 per cent. It has studios in London and 
Dubai.

Paytm Payments Bank (PPB) has partnered 
with the National Payments Corporation of 
India (NPCI) to launch a RuPay-powered 
digital debit card, 13 September 2017

With the PPB 
Digital debit 
card, customers 

will now be able to transact 
at all merchants who accept 
credit and debit cards.

The RuPay-powered digital 
debit card will be issued to all customers who have opened 
their bank accounts with PPB.

Existing Paytm users need to complete a KYC process to 
become an account holder with PPB. Following this, they 
will be issued a free digital RuPay card.

This debit card will come with a free insurance cover of 
up to Rs. 2 lakh in the case of death or permanent total 
disability.

TCS has regained 2nd Most Valuable Company 
Status from HDFC Bank, 14 September 2017

Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS) 
has regained its 

status as the country’s 
second most valued 
firm in terms of market 
capitalization.
Earlier, HDFC Bank 
had surpassed TCS to 
become the country’s second most valued firm.
In the afternoon trade, market capitalization (m-cap) of 
HDFC Bank reached Rs4, 73,530.72 crore, crossing that of 
TCS was Rs4, 72,733.32 crore. 
However, at the close of trade, TCS’ market valuation 
stood at Rs4, 76,045.04 crore, which was Rs2, 578.86 
crore more than HDFC Bank’s Rs4, 73,466.18 crore 
valuation.

According to Nomura’s Report, India’s GDP 
growth is expected to be around 7.1 % in the 
financial year 2017-18, 15 September 2017

India’s GDP growth is expected to be around 7.1 
per cent this fiscal following a likely pick up in 
industrial production as firms resort to ‘restocking’ 

post GST especially ahead of festive season, says a 
Nomura report.
According to the Japanese financial services major, post-
GST restocking is likely to drive a faster pace of industrial 
output growth in the coming quarters.
Before the implementation of Goods and Services Tax 
(GST), destocking was triggered largely owing to a 
steep fall in demand from consumers as they delayed 
purchases.
Post GST implementation, restocking might pick up in 
anticipation of rising demand conditions.

Goa cabinet has passed an amendment granting ‘Coconut Palm’ the status of State tree.
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According to WPP’s BrandZ Top 50 report, 
HDFC Bank has topped the list of the country’s 
top 50 brands, 15 September 2017

India’s second largest private sector bank HDFC Bank 
topped the list of the country’s top 50 brands according 
to a report released by marketing and advertising 

conglomerate WPP Plc and Kantar Millward Brown.

Banks and telecommunications company dominate the 
listing, WPP’s BrandZ Top 50. Airtel is 2nd and State 
Bank of India, 3rd. The highest ranked new entrant on 
the list is a telecommunications Company too, Reliance 
Jio, at 11.

WPP says demonetization the invalidation of old high 
value currency notes last year and the subsequent 
slowdown in consumption hit packaged consumer goods 
brands.

According to DBS Report, India’s GDP growth 
rate is expected to be around 6.8 % in the 
financial year 2017-18, 16 September 2017

According to the 
global financial 
services major, 

two recent policy 
measures - demonetization 
in November 2016 and 
GST rollout in July 2017 
had a short term impact 
on economic activity and 
aggravated the already 
slowing momentum.

“For 2017-18, a weak June quarter and the likelihood of 
only a modest improvement in July-September, prompts us 
to temper our full year expectations.DBS has expected real 
GDP will be around 6.8 per cent  for 2017-18 (as against 
7.3 previously),”

IndusInd Bank has secured up to $200 million 
(about Rs. 1,282 crores) loan from ADB to 
serve low-income women borrowers in rural 
areas, 16 September 2017

Asian Development Bank (ADB) has issued loans 
of up to $200 million (about Rs. 1,282 crore) to 
IndusInd Bank. This loan will be used to serve 

low-income women borrowers in rural areas. The seven-
year loan will go towards IndusInd Bank’s micro-finance 
activities. The loan pact was inked by Director of ADB’s 

Private Sector Operations 
Department, Christine 
Engstrom, IndusInd Bank 
chief financial officer S 
Zaregaonkar, and Head of 
IndusInd Bank’s Global 
Markets Group, Arun 
Khurana. Engstrom said 
ADB’s financing and 
technical assistance is a signal of its continued commitment 
to increase financial inclusion in India, particularly for low 
income women and their families.

Amazon has signed an agreement with Bank 
of Baroda to provide Micro-loans to sellers,  
18 September 2017

Amazon India has 
tied up with Bank 
of Baroda to 

provide loans for up to `25 
lakh. The sellers can get 
unsecured micro-loans, as 
low as `1 lakh, at interest 
rates as low as 10.45-11% at a short span of 3-5 days.

Last year, Amazon India had launched Seller Lending 
programme in partnership with YES Bank and Capital 
First for loan amounts of `5 lakh-2 crore. The company 
wants to help sellers remove all the barriers in this regard 
and create a system where they can focus on growing and 
expanding their business instead of having to worry about 
capital.

According to HSBC report, India is likely to be 
third largest economy of the World by 2028,  
19 September 2017

According to HSBC, India is likely to overtake Japan 
and Germany to become the third largest economy 
in the next 10 years but needs to be consistent in 

reforms and focus more on the social sector.

Social capital is “insufficient” in the country and spending 
on aspects like health and education “is not just desirable 
for india but is also central to economic growth and 
political stability,” HSBC has estimated show India will 
be a $7 trillion economy in 2028, as compared to less 
than $6 trillion and $5 trillion for Germany and Japan, 
respectively.

Presently, India’s GDP is around $2.3 trillion (fiscal 2016-
17). It stands at the fifth spot in global rankings.

Google has announced ‘Oreo’ as the name for the latest version of the Android operating system.  
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Burning Topics of the MonthSPORTS WTA RANKINGS: The WTA Rankings are the ratings 
defined by the Women’s Tennis Association, introduced in 
November 1975.
Current WTA rankings:
Singles No. 1 - Karolina Pliskova (Czech Republic)
Doubles No.1 - Lucie Safarova (Czech Republic)
Cincinnati Open 2017: Held in Cincinnati, USA from Aug 
10-20, 2017
Winners: 
Men’s Singles- Grigor Dimitrov (Bulgaria)
Women’s Singles- Garbine Muguruza (Spain)

Mudit Dani bags three medals at ITTF El 
Salvador Junior Open, 22 August 2017

India’s rising table tennis 
talent Mudit Dani 
underlined his progress 

on the ITTF World Junior 
Circuit, sweeping three 
medals including a gold in 
the 2017 El Salvador Junior 
and Cadet Open. 
Dani, the lone Indian in the tournament, paired up with 
Jacobo Vahnish of Panama to overcome the home team, 
El Salvador A, comprising of Oliver Mendoza and Oscar 
Villalta in the finals to annex the gold medal in the team 
competition.  In the doubles, the second seeded pair of Mudit 
and Gerson Carballo of Costa Rica went down fighting to 
the top seeded Swedish pair of Oskar Danielsson and Oskar 
Hedlund 5- 11, 6-11, 8-11 to finish second on the podium. 
He featured in the singles as well and made a brilliant run 
till the semifinals. There he went down to his team event 
partner Jacobo 11-6, 11-1, 3-11, 9-11, 9-11 to settle for the 
bronze. The 18-year-old Mumbai paddler, who is coached by 
the Swedish legend Peter Karlsson, has been making waves 
on the junior circuit, even becoming only the third Indian 
player to break into the top-10 of the ITTF World Junior 
Boys Circuit standings.
ASPECTS: 
El Salvador: It is a small Central American nation.
Capital- San Salvador
Currency: United States Dollar
ITTF: International Table Tennis Federation
The International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) is the 
governing body for all international table tennis associations.
President: Thomas Weikert 
Membership: 226 member associations
Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland 

Haryana barred all government school teachers from stepping inside the classrooms with mobile phones. 

1. 10-year-old Aryaman creates golf history.

2. London to host 2018 table tennis team 
World Cup.

3. Lewis Hamilton wins Italian Grand Prix 
to take lead in F1 title race.

Ramanathan became India’s number one 
singles player, Paes and Sania drifts,   
21 August 2017

Ramkumar Ramanathan 
has become India’s 
number one single 

player in the ATP rankings due 
to his good performances at 
the Cincinnati Open but Sania 
Mirza and Leander Paes have 
drifted down in WTA doubles 
rankings.
Ramanathan won two Qualifying matches and made a 
place in the main draw where he defeated Christopher 
Eubbux in the first round. Although he could not move 
ahead of the second round but has managed to make a leap 
of 24 notches in the rankings and has been ranked 156th in 
the world rankings. Ramanathan is now two steps ahead of 
Yuki Bhambri. Bhambri has lost a place and he has slipped 
to 158th position.
In the doubles rankings, Rohan Bopanna has been ranked 
17th as before but Paes has slipped down to 64th position. 
After him, comes Divij Sharan (67) and Paes’ new partner, 
Puran Raja (68). Both of them have moved one spot 
forward. Meanwhile, in the WTA doubles ranking, Sania 
slipped by one place to the eighth position. This Indian 
player was on seventh place from June 12 this year. Sania 
now has 5180 points.
ASPECTS
ATP RANKINGS: The ATP Rankings are the objective 
merit-based method used by the Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP) for determining the qualification for 
entry as well as the seeding of players in all singles and 
doubles tournaments. The first rankings for singles were 
published on 23 August 1973 while the doubles players 
were ranked for the first time on 1 March 1976. 
Current ATP rankings:
Singles No. 1 - Rafael Nadal (Spain)
Doubles No.1 - Henri Kontinen (Finland)
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10-year-old Aryaman creates golf history,   
22 August 2017

Ten-year-old golfer, 
Aryaman Singh won 
the first five events 

of the Indian Golf Union-
West Zone, this year, thereby 
breaking his own zonal and 
national records.
Singh remains undefeated at 
the zonal level for four years, 
winning every tournament he 
has played.
His winning streak now 
extends to 1,266 days, which is the longest in the history of 
junior golf in India, a media release said.

He won the first event at the Kensville Golf Course, 
Ahmedabad, followed by another win at his home course, 
the Poona Club Golf Course, Pune, Oxford Golf & 
Country Club, Pune, the Gaekwad Baroda Golf Course, 
Vadodara.

At the Gulmohar Greens Golf Course, Ahmedabad to extend 
his winning streak over four consecutive years, by winning 
every tournament he took part in, the release said.

ASPECTS:

Indian Golf Union:

The Indian Golf Union is the apex body of golf in the country 
and is responsible for the promotion and development of 
golf in India. It was formed on 20 Dec 1955.

There are 194 golf clubs in India at present.

Some of the Golf terms:

Aiming, Alignment, Backswing, Bobbing, Choke Down, 
Draw, Fade, Flip Shot, Hook, Impact, Lag, Pivot, etc.

Some Indian Golfers: Jeev Milkha Singh, Anirban Lahiri, 
Aditi Ashok, Smriti Mehra, Shiv Kapur, etc.

England striker Wayne Rooney retires from 
international football, 23 August 2017

Former England 
captain Wayne 
Rooney announced 

his retirement from 
international football, 
ending a 14-year career.
With this, Rooney also 
leaves as England’s most-
capped outfield player with 119 appearances.

About Wayne Rooney
 # Wayne Rooney was born on October 24, 1985.
 # He made his debut in 2003 against Australia at the age 

of 17.
 # He played in the Euro Cup at the age of 18.
 # In the year 2016, he played the last match against 

Scotland as a captain. England won the match by 3-0.
 # Rooney played a total of 119 international matches 

from England, out of which his team won 79 and 
scored 53 goals.

 # Rooney scored the 200th goal of the English Premier 
League on August 21, 2017.

Mamata launches Kolkata logo for U-17 World 
Cup, 24 August 2017

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
launched the host city Logo of Kolkata, the venue 
for the final of FIFA U-17 World Cup 2017. The 

logo, a representation of the states heritage and the official 
emblem for the tournament will form an essential link in 
the promotions and communications regarding the host city. 
It will be important in building anticipation and interest for 
the event at a local level. Also present at the launch were 
Project Director, LOC, FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017 - 
Joy Bhattacharjya, Tournament Director - Javier Ceppi and 
Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs for the state of West 
Bengal, Aroop Biswas. 
The iconic Vivekanand Yuva Bharati Krirangan will host 10 
matches this October including the final, which effectively 
means that the winner of the first FIFA tournament in the 
country will be crowned in Kolkata.
ASPECTS: FIFA U-17 World Cup Edition – 17th Edition
Some of the terms related to football: Attacker, Blackheel, 
Bicycle kick, center circle, drop ball, etc
Some football players: Sunil Chetri, Bhaichung Bhutia, 
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, Cristiano Ronaldo, Lionel Messi, 
Neymar etc.
Some cups and trophies related to football: Durand Cup, 
Federation Cup, Nijam Gold Cup, Santosh trophy, B C Roy 
trophy, etc.

Home Minister attended the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) meeting in Kyrgyz Republic.
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India’s Sanjivani wins silver at World University 
Games, 24 August 2017

Sanjivani Jadhav, 
one of the rising 
stars of Indian 

athletics, clinched the 
silver medal in the 
women’s 10,000 metres 
at the 29th World 
University Games. 
This is, solely from the medals point of view, an improvement 
for the 20-year-old from Nashik, who had won a bronze in 
the 5000 metres at the Asian Athletics Championships in 
Bhubaneswar in July. 
This is the second major medal for the youngster, who was 
also a medallist at the World School Olympiad. Kyrgyztan’s 
Daria Maslova won the gold with a timing of 33:19.27 and 
Jadhav came second best at 33:22.00. 
ASPECTS: 29th World University Games, Venue - 
Taipei, Taiwan

London to host 2018 table tennis team World 
Cup, 25 August 2017

The 2018 ITTF 
Team World Cup 
will be held in 

London from February 22 
to 25 next year, the world 
table tennis governing 
body announced.
The International Table 
Tennis Federation (ITTF) awarded the hosting rights for the 
event, its second most prestigious team tournament after the 
World Championships.
The Team World Cup, last held in Dubai in 2015, comprises 
12 men’s and 12 women’s teams which include the host 
team, Continental Champions and the other top finishers at 
the 2016 World Team Table Tennis Championships.
England hosted the individual men’s World Cup at 
Liverpool in 2012 but this will be the first major table 
tennis-only event to be staged in London since the 1954 
World Championships at Wembley. Since then, England 
has also hosted the World Championships in Birmingham 
in 1977 and Manchester in 1997.
ASPECTS:
London the capital of England and the United Kingdom.
London is situated on the bank of Thames River.
Some Indian Table tennis players: Sharath Kamal, 
Soumyajit Ghosh, Monika Batra, etc.

AITA gets back recognition from Sports 
Ministry, 25 August 2017

The Sports Ministry 
has granted 
recognition to 

the All India Tennis 
Association (AITA) 
almost a year after the 
tennis body’s renewal 
as a National Sports 
Federation (NSF) was 
put on hold due to non-compliance with the contentious 
Sports Code.
The ministry sent a communication in this regard to the 
AITA, which elected a new president early this year after 
Anil Khanna was forced to quit in 2016. 
Threatened with de-recognition, AITA had elected senior 
bureaucrat Praveen Mahajan as the new chief of the body at 
its Executive Committee meeting On December 1 last year. 
However, the government insisted that AITA holds proper 
election, hence, a Special General Meeting (SGM) was held 
on February 3 in Pune and Mahajan was elected president 
till 2020.
ASPECTS:
The All India Tennis Association (AITA) is the governing 
body of tennis in India.
President: Praveen Mahajan 
Founded: March, 1920

Badminton World Championships: PV Sindhu 
settles for silver, 27 August 2017

PV Sindhu settled for 
silver as she went down 
to Japan’s Nozomi 

Okuhara in an hour and 50 
minutes in the women’s 
singles final of the World 
Championships in Glasgow 
and she also missed out on 
becoming the country’s first 
world champion in this game.
While both players looked out of breath and struggled to 
move, Sindhu got a bit more tired than the Japanese and 
that led to the end result. While Sindhu got home the silver, 
Saina Nehwal settled for a bronze medal after she lost to 
Nozomi Okuhara 12-21, 21-17, 21-10 in the semi-final.
ASPECTS:
Venue: Glasgow
Glasgow is the largest city of Scotland.

Hurricane Harvey became the most powerful storm to hit US’ Texas in more than 50 years.
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Gold medal: Nozomi Okuhara
Silver medal:  PV Sindhu
Bronze medal: Saina Nehwal
Some terms related to badminton: Baseline, Carry, Flick, 
Forehand, Serve and Rally.

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu Launches 
Sports Talent Search Portal, 28 August 2017

Ministry of 
Youth Affairs 
and sports has 

launched Sports Talent 
Search Portal to spot the 
best talent from among 
the young population of 
the country. The portal 
was launched by the 
Vice President of India M. Venkaiah Naidu at a function 
at the Indira Gandhi Stadium in New Delhi. Minister 
of State (I/C) for Youth Affairs and Sports Vijay Goel, 
Secretary Sports Injeti Srinivas, Khel Ratna and Arjuna 
awardees sports persons and thousands of school children 
were present on the occasion to witness the path breaking 
initiative in the field of sports.  

Speaking on the occasion Venkaiah Naidu said that this 
kind of initiative will not only help in identifying the best 
talent, but will also provide a level playing field to all the 
applicants and create a competitive environment.

He said sport is an integral part of nation-building 
process, as it plays an important role in terms of 
individual development, community development, social 
inclusiveness and economic development. One of the 
most important factors that enable a nation to become 
a sporting power is the identification and development 
of right talent. As one-seventh of humanity, there is no 
dearth of talent in our country, especially with more than 
450 million youth. Naidu said, in fact, we are overflowing 
with talent, but in order to harness it we have to put in 
place a robust system to spot and nurture talent, and 
develop world champions.

He said, the platform of National Sports Talent Search 
Portal will be a game changer and enable the Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports and Sports Authority of India 
select the best.  

Any person interested in registration on the portal 
can visit www.nationalsportstalenthunt.com or 
www.nationalsportstalenthunt.in by following the 
registration procedure to upload their achievements 
and videos etc.

NPPA, NADA app to help athletes identify 
prohibited medicines, 29 August 2017

Drug pricing 
regulator NPPA 
and National 

Anti-Doping Agency 
(NADA) have launched 
an app ‘Pharma Jan 
Samadhan’ to help athletes 
understand medicines that 
could contain prohibited 
substances in sports.
The two regulators signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) for the purpose.
Speaking on the occasion, Sports Secretary Injeti Srinivas 
said: “This MoU is of huge importance as our athletes, like 
general public do not really understand which medicines 
they can take or cannot take and which medicines contain 
prohibited substances”.
Through NPPA’s app every consumer can know ingredients 
in a medicine. This will now have an additional feature, 
which will make it easy for athletes to keep away from 
medicines that have prohibited substances, he added.
This app will bridge the information asymmetry for athletes 
and help them to keep away from the prohibited substances, 
Srinivas said.
Acknowledging the role of NPPA, he said that drug price 
regulator has played an immense role in making essential 
medicines available to common man at affordable rates.
NPPA has also taken extraordinary steps in protecting public 
interest and ensuring that price control is not limited only to 
medicines but also extends to medical devices, he added.
ASPECTS: 
NADA: National Anti-Doping Agency is the national 
organisation responsible for promoting, coordinating, and 
monitoring the doping control program in sports in all its 
forms in India.
NPPA: The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority is 
a government regulatory agency {set up as per executive 
order and thus not a statutory body} that controls the prices 
of pharmaceutical drugs in India.

Dhoni joins 300 club in fourth ODI,   
31 August 2017

Former Indian skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni became 
the sixth Indian to play 300 ODIs. With this he also 
became the 20th player in the world to play 300 ODIs.

Dhoni achieved this position in the fourth one-day against 
Sri Lanka. However, this is his 297th match from Indian 

Andhra Pradesh government will provide Pension to the Transgender community. 
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side. This wicket-keeper 
batsman has played three 
matches of the Asia XI in 
the World XI.
Dhoni needs a stump 
to become the first 
wicketkeeper to stump 
100 batsmen in one-day 
matches and one half 
century to complete 100 
half-centuries in international cricket.
ASPECTS:
Cricketers who have completed 300 ODIs earlier are: 
Sachin Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid, Mohammad Azharuddin, 
Sourav Ganguly and Yuvraj Singh.

Gaurav Bidhuri settles for bronze in World 
Championships, 01 September 2017

Indian Boxer Gaurav 
Bidhuri won bronze 
medal at the World 

Boxing Championships.
Wildcard entrant Gaurav 
Bidhuri’s remarkable 
run at the World Boxing 
Championships ended 
with a bronze medal after he lost his semifinal clash to 
American Duke Ragan.
India thus ended the tournament with a bronze medal.
Before this, Vijender Singh (2009), Vikas Krishan (2011) 
and Shiva Thapa (2015) have won bronze in the world 
championship.
Aspects:
World Boxing Championships: Venue: Hamburg, 
Germany
Some terms related to boxing: Hook, journeyman, swing, 
overhand, etc.

Dhoni completes world record of 100 stumpings 
in ODIs, 03 September 2017

Former India captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni became 
the first wicketkeeper in world cricket to effect 100 
stumpings in One Day Internationals.

Dhoni achieved the feat in his 301st ODI when he whipped 
off the bails to remove Akila Dananjaya off leg-spinner 
Yuzvendra Chahal’s bowling. He broke the record of former 
Srilankan player Kumar Sangakara.
The 36-year-old has also taken 281 catches apart from 
scoring 9657 runs (before the start of the Indian chase).

Dhoni has also played 90 Tests and 77 T20 Internationals.
In 90 Tests, Dhoni has taken 256 catches and effected 38 
stumpings while his T20 Internationals’ catches/stumping 
record stands at 43/23.
ASPECTS:
Most Stumpings:
1. MS Dhoni (India): 100
2. Kumar Sangakara (Sri Lanka): 99
3. RS Kaluwitharana (Sri Lanka): 75
4. Moin Khan (Pakistan): 73
5. Adam Gilchrisht (Australia): 55 

Lewis Hamilton wins Italian Grand Prix to 
take lead in F1 title race, 04 September 2017

Mercedes’ Lewis 
Hamilton won 
the Italian Grand 

Prix and went clear at the 
top of the Formula One 
world championship for 
the first time in the year.
The triple champion, who started the race from a record 
69th career pole position, led Finnish team mate Valtteri 
Bottas to a runaway one-two finish in front of the massed 
ranks of red-shirted Ferrari fans. Hamilton’s team mate 
Valtteri Bottas came second.
Hamilton now leads the four-time champion Ferrari’s 
Sebastian Vettel by three points. Vettel finished third. 
Hamilton now has 238 while Vettel has 235 points. In the 
team championship, Mercedes is at the top with 435 points, 
while Ferrari has 373 points.
ASPECTS:
LEWIS HAMILTON: British Mercedes Driver
Recent win: Belgian Grand Prix

Kohli equals Tendulkar’s feat, Bumrah jumps 
to 4th in rankings, 04 September 2017

Virat Kohli has kept 
his stranglehold on 
the top spot in the 

ICC ODI batsman rankings 
and has also equalled 
Sachin Tendulkar’s record 
of highest rating points 
pocketed by an Indian.
India pacer Jasprit Bumrah has made handsome gains in the 
bowlers’ rankings, jumping as many as 27 places to be fourth 
behind Mitchell Starc, Imran Tahir and leader Josh Hazlewood.

India and China agreed to withdraw their troops from Doklam after a standoff for over two months. 
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Kohli was in sublime touch in the series, scoring two 
hundreds to complete 30 ODI centuries.
Kohli, who is also top-ranked in T20, has increased his lead 
over Australia’s David Warner from 12 to 26 points and is 
now on 887 points, equalling the highest ODI rating points 
by an India batsman, recorded by Tendulkar in 1998.
Rohit Sharma, the second highest run-maker in the series 
with 302 runs, and former captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
are both back in the top 10. Sharma, who struck two 
centuries in Sri Lanka, has gained five slots to reach ninth 
place while Dhoni’s 162 runs have lifted him two places to 
10th position.
Meanwhile, Bumrah has moved to a career-best fourth 
position in the bowlers’ rankings.
Aspects: 
Mitchell Starc – Australia
Imran Tahir – Pakistan
Josh Hazlewood – Australia
David Warner - Australia

Ormila wins gold at Commonwealth Youth 
weightlifting c’ship, 04 September 2017

India’s Konsam 
Ormila Devi 
bagged a gold 

medal in 44kg 
weight category on 
the opening day of 
the Commonwealth 
Youth (boys & girls) 
weightlifting championships, held at Gold Coast, Australia.
Ormila Devi lifted 57kg in snatch and 76kg in clean and 
jerk for an overall effort of 133kg, to finish on the top of 
the podium.
With this effort, Ormila Devi has registered her best lift so 
far.
Aspects:
Venue: Gold Coast, Australia
Some terms related to Weightlifting: Bounce, Complex, 
Double Knee Band, Drive Position
Some Indian Weightlifters: Kunjarani Devi, Parvesh 
Chander Sharma, Karnam Malleswari, etc.

Ankur Mittal wins silver at World Shotgun 
Championship, 06 September 2017

India’s Ankur Mittal won silver medal in the men’s 
double trap event at the ongoing ISSF World Shotgun 
Championship.

In the junior category, 
17-year-old Ahvar 
Rizvi also won a silver 
medal in the same 
event.
In the men’s event, 
Mittal scored 66 points 
as he maintained his 
lead till the final four shots when Russias Vitaly Fokeev took 
over, eventually winning the event with 68 points. He had 
scored 145 points to finish first in the qualifiers. Sangram 
Dahiya ended in 20th place with 135, while Md. Asab came 
in 23rd with 133 hits in the qualifying round.
The trio combined for a fifth spot in the Team category with 
413 points, where Italy won Gold with 418. In the junior 
mens double trap team event, India won the gold with a 
combined score of 401. Italy won silver with 389 and China 
bronze with 387.
In the individual final, Ahvar carried his shoot-off 
momentum and shot brilliantly to lead for right till the end, 
but lost the Gold in the last two targets to talented Briton 
James Dedman. Ahvar finished with 66 out of 80 targets 
with Dedman a point ahead on 67. Dedman won Bronze in 
the senior category at the New Delhi World Cup stage event 
earlier this year, as well as a Junior World Cup Gold very 
recently in Italy.
Shardul was the first to bow out of the final in sixth position, 
shooting 19 targets out of the first 30. Italy is on top of the 
medal table so far with six Gold medals and a total of 11 
medals. India is in fourth spot with one Gold and two Silver 
medals. 
Aspects: 
Venue: Moscow, Russia
Some terms related to shooting: Airgun, Bore, Choke, 
Firing pin, etc.

India to host Commonwealth Weightlifting 
Championships in 2019, 06 September 2017

India will host the 
2019 edition of the 
Commonwealth (Youth, 

Junior and Senior) Weightlifting 
Championships The Executive 
Board of Commonwealth 
Weightlifting Federation met 
at Gold Coast, Australia and 
decided to allot the 2019 edition 
of the competitions to India. 
The current edition of the tournament is being held at the 
Gold Coast. 

India and Russia for first time are going to conduct Indra Tri-Services Exercise in October 2017. 
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India and the US will co-host the Global Entrepreneurship Summit at Hyderabad in November 2017.

India’s Saikhom Mirabai Chanu and K Sanjita Chanu bagged 
a gold medal each at their respective weight categories to 
book berths at next year’s Commonwealth Games to be held 
at the same Australian city. 

ICC Test rankings: India retains top spot, 
Australia slips to fifth, 07 September 2017

India continued 
to be at the top 
of the ICC Test 

rankings but Australia 
slipped one rung to 
fifth in the latest list 
after drawing the 
away series against 
Bangladesh. 
India, who whitewashed Sri Lanka 3-0 in the recent away 
series, has 125 points. 
Australia is now on 97 points, the same as New Zealand, but 
are behind on decimal points. 
Australia drew the two-Test series against Bangladesh 
1-1. Steve Smith’s men had started the series in the fourth 
position at 100 points. 
Australia had to win the series 1-0 or better to remain in 
the fourth position on the points table. South Africa is 
placed second at 110 points while England is third with 
105 points. 
Meanwhile, Bangladesh has gained five points from the 
series to reach an aggregate of 74 points, though they 
remain ninth, only ahead of Zimbabwe. 
ASPECTS:
ICC Test Championship
09 September 2017
Team Matches Points Rating
India 36 4493 125
South Africa 31 3395 110
England 43 4497 105
New Zealand 32 3114 97
Australia 34 3294 97

ICC ODI Championship
03 September 2017
Team Matches Points Rating
South Africa 50 5957 119
Australia 47 5505 117
India 45 5266 117
England 50 5645 113
New Zealand 46 5123 111

ICC Twenty20 Championship

09 July 2017
Team Matches Points Rating
New Zealand 13 1625 125
England 16 1962 123
Pakistan 20 2417 121
West Indies 19 2222 117
India 19 2183 115

Sumit Nagal wins ITF Futures tournament,  
09 September 2017

Sumit Nagal of India defeated Colin van Beem of the 
Netherlands by 6-3, 6-0 to win the 8th MCC S R 
Subramaniam Memorial ITF Futures Men’s singles 

title.
Nagal received USD 2,160 and 18 ITF points for the victory 
while van Beem received USD.1272 AND 12 ITF points.

CPL 2017: Trinbago Knight Riders beat St Kitts 
and Nevis Patriots in final, 09 September 2017

Trinbago Knight Riders defeated St Kitts and Nevis 
Patriots by three wickets to lift the Caribbean 
Premier League title for the second time. 

Shah Rukh Khan and Juhi Chawla co-owned team Knight 
Riders got a target of 135 runs in 20 overs, which they 
completed by scoring 136 runs in 7 overs in 19 overs.
Aspects:
2017 Caribbean Premier League

The 2017 Caribbean Premier League (CPLT20) was the 
fifth season of the Caribbean Premier League, the domestic 
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Branch Name Phone Number
Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136
Ahmedabad 9227575027
Ajmer 9261503888
Aligarh 7706008037
Allahabad 9235253403
Alwar 9521177944
Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816
Ambikapur 8823868882
Amritsar 9646606160
Asansol 7076880723
Azamgarh 9208242842
Budaun 9627671787
Bahraich 9208249852
Balasore 9583185223
Ballia 9208243152
Banda 9554334847
Bangalore 9538712808
Bareilly 9235253431
Basti 7706008031
Berhampur 9078907945
Bhagalpur 9204363221
Bhilai-Durg 8878783345
Bhopal 9229174901
Bhopal-Lalghati 9229174902
Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352
Bijnor 7706008027
Bilaspur 8878817515
Bulandshahr 7706008030
Chandigarh 9256002024
Chennai 8939777224
Coimbatore 8110967668
Cuttack 7894013095
Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620
Dehradun 9236510116
Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515
Delhi Kingsway 9268561517
Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952
Delhi Munirka 9210092245
Delhi Rohini 9250239674

Deoria 9208248122
Dhanbad 9204979723/24
Durgapur 7076856390
Ernakulam 9645415987
Etah 9208237386
Faizabad 9235253421
Faridabad 9643396140
Farrukhabad 7706008029
Fatehpur 9554330811
Firozabad 9208235736
Gaya 9204311416
Ghaziabad 9212229752/24
Ghazipur 9208244539
Gonda 9208250778
Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892
Gurugram 9643396139
Guwahati 8134935078
Gwalior 9229174910
Haldwani 9208256021
Hardoi 9208248208
Haridwar 7706008034
Hisar 9253678050
Hoshangabad 8358831338
Hyderabad 9247749865 /8790034792
Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar 7032410704/ 9032168413

Indore- 
Bhawarkuan 7581800954

Indore 7581800952
Jabalpur 9229174905
Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894
Jammu 9419305561
Jamshedpur 8877187640
Jaunpur 9208244355
Jhalandhar 8557088164
Jhansi 9235253424
Jodhpur 9636512855
Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484
Kanpur 
Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133
Karnal 8930175568

Mastercard, PayPal expand partnership into Asia Pacific
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Kolkata 8017652042/45
Kurukshetra 9253678053
Lakhimpur 9208251562
Lucknow 
Alambagh Po 9235253521

Lucknow 
Alambagh Ssc 9235253438/66

Lucknow 
Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow 
Mahanagar Po 9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028
Mainpuri 9208241450
Mathura 9208235067
Meerut 9235253448
Mirzapur 9208243884
Moradabad 9235253442
Mumbai 9221944071
Muzaffarnagar 7706008032
Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614
Nagpur 9272273686
Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073
Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626
Noida 9953948834
Orai 9208237457
Patiala 9780859721
Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11
Pilibhit 9837186684
Pratapgarh 9208245660
Pune 9225231629
Raebareilly 9235253412
Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438
Rajkot 9979316870
Rampur 9208255388
Ranchi 9204855313
Rewa 7415690904/ 7415690846
Rohtak 8930403886
Roorkee 7706008033
Sagar 7509219781
Saharanpur 9235253445
Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148
Shahjahanpur 9208256201
Shimla 8894100342
Siliguri 7602742939
Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514
Sultanpur 9208252915
Surat 9537360459
Tirupati 9581933099
Trivandrum 9645415029
Unnao 9208242493
Vadodara 9537589477
Varanasi 9235253419
Vijaywada 8886309897
Vishakapatnam 9966593419
Warangal 8142230661

Delhi police ties up with Uber to enhance women safety
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Odisha was the first Indian state to give social welfare benefits to the transgender community.

WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
2. Chairperson of Lok Sabha Sumitra Mahajan
3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
6. Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
7. Chief Election Commissioner Achal kumar jyoti
8. Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat
9. Director General, ITBP RK Pachnanda
10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
11. Foreign Secretary Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Shashi Kant Sharma
13. Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes Jus. Vangala Eswaraiah
14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
15. CBI Director Alok Kumar Verma
16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
18. Chairman, UPSC David R. Syiemlieh
19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Sharad Kumar
20. Chairman, UGC V.S. Chauhan
21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO A S Kiran kumar
22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy Sekhar Basu
23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India T.S. Vijayan
28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Arundhati Bhattacharya
30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Lalitha Kumaramanglam
34. Chairman, 14th Finance Commission Y.Venugopal Reddy
35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Devendra Kumar Sikri
36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
37. President, ASSOCHAM Sandeep Jajodia
38. Chairman, NASSCOM Raman Roy
39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
41. Chairperson, Children Film Society of India Mukesh Khanna
42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
43. President, CII Shobana Kamineni
44. President, FICCI Pankaj R. Patel
45. Chairman, National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda
46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
48. Chairman, Investment Commission Ratan Tata
49. Finance Secretary  Ashok Lavasa
50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Rajeev Rishi
Data as on 20th September, 2017
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Twenty20 cricket league in the West Indies. Matches will 
be play in seven countries – Trinidad and Tobago, Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, Guyana, Barbados, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, 
with four of the first five matches to be played Lauderhill, 
Florida, United States.

Dates : 4 August – 9 September 2017

Cricket format : Twenty20

Champions : Trinbago Knight Riders (2nd title)

Participants : 6

Player of the series : Chadwick Walton (Guyana Amazon 
Warriors) (Jamaica)

Most runs : Chadwick Walton (458) (Jamaica)

Most wickets : Sohail Tanvir (17) (Pakistan)

Amalraj downs top seed Kamal to win South 
Zone TT title, 10 September 2017

Anthony Amalraj 
outlasted top seed 
Sharath Kamal 

4-3 in the men’s singles 
final at the All India 
National Ranking Table 
Tennis Championships 
(South Zone).
Amalraj has recently been bestowed with the Arjuna award.
Results:
Men Singles: Anthony Amalraj defeated Sharath Kamal
Women Singles: Final: Manika Batra defeated Suthirtha 
Mukherjee

2017 US Open, 10 September 2017

The 2017 US 
Open was 
the 137th 

edition of tennis’ 
US Open and the 
fourth and final 
Grand Slam event 
of the year. 

Date- August 28 – September 10

Edition - 137th

Category - Grand Slam (ITF)

Location - New York City, New York, United States

Venue -USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center

The total prize-money for the 2017 US Open is $50.4 
million.

Champions:
Men’s Singles - Rafael Nadal (Spain) defeated Kevin 
Anderson (South Africa)
Women’s Singles - Sloane Stephens (United States) 
defeated Madison Keys (United States)
Men’s Doubles - Jean-Julien Rojer (Netherlands) and 
Horia Tecău (Romania) defeated Feliciano López (Spain) 
and Marc López (Spain)
Women’s Doubles - Chan Yung-jan (Chinese Taipei) and 
Martina Hingis (Switzerland) defeated Lucie Hradeck 
(Czech Republic) and Katerina Siniakova (Czech 
Republic)
Mixed Doubles - Martina Hingis (Switzerland) and Jamie 
Murray (United Kingdom) defeated Chan Hao-ching 
(Chinese Taipei) and Michael Venus (New Zealand)
Stan Wawrinka and Angelique Kerber were the previous 
year’s men’s and women’s singles champions.

Indian swimmers win 47 medals at Asian 
aquatic championship, 12 September 2017

Indian swimmers won 
47 medals, including 
eight golds, at the 9th 

Asian Age-group Aquatic 
Championship.
During the championship, 
India won 47 medals - 
eight gold, 15 silver and 24 bronze.
The tournament was held from September 8 to 12 at 
Tashkent in Uzbekistan.

Goa to host 36th National Games,    
13 September 2017

The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) on 13 
September 2017 formally awarded the rights to host 
the 36th National Games to Goa.

The announcement was made by the state sports minister 
Manohar Ajgaonkar.
Ajgaonkar said that IOA Secretary General Rajeev Mehta, 
in a letter to Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar, had formally 
conferred the rights to the state to host the sporting event in 
November 2017.
About National Games
# The National Games of India comprises various 

disciplines in which sportsmen from the different states 
of India participate against each other.

# The National Games were formerly known as the 
Indian Olympic Games.

India has gifted 30 ambulances and 6 buses to Nepal on the occasion of Independence Day.
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# In the early 1920s, the Indian chapter of the Olympic 
movement was born, and India participated in the 1920 
Antwerp Olympics.

# A provisional Indian Olympic Association (IOA) 
came about by 1924, and the Indian Olympic Games 
were held in February 1924 in Delhi to select Indian 
competitors for the 1924 Antwerp Olympics.

# The games were then held every two years, and were 
renamed as National Games during the 9th Games in 
Bombay in 1940.

# The Indian Olympic Association, the sports organising 
body of the nation, mooted the concept of the National 
Games to promote the development of sports and of the 
Olympic movement in India, and was responsible for 
host city selection.

# The first Modern National Games on the lines of the 
Olympics were held in 1985 in New Delhi.

IOC confirms Paris, LA as hosts for 2024, 2028 
Olympics, 14 September 2017

The International 
Olympic Committee 
(IOC) has confirmed 

Paris and Los Angeles as 
the Summer Olympics 
host cities for 2024 
and 2028 respectively. 
After the announcement, 
representatives from the two host cities, the IOC and 
President Bach signed official contracts for the Olympic 
Games, respectively.
According to a previous Tripartite Agreement reached by 
the two cities and the IOC in July, Paris would be candidate 
for hosting the 2024 Olympics Games and Los Angeles for 
hosting the 2028 edition.
The IOC decision in Lima has made both the two cities 
three-time Summer Olympics hosts as Paris hosted the 
games in 1900 and 1924 and Los Angeles hosted the games 
in 1932 and 1984.
Hosts:
2018 Winter Olympics: Pyeongchang, South Korea
2020 Summer Olympics: Tokyo, Japan

Dhoni completes 100 half-centuries in International 
cricket, 17 September 2017

Former India captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
completed the coveted landmark of 100 international 
half-centuries across all three formats with an 

innings of 79 against Australia in the first ODI. The 
36-year-old Dhoni is now the 13th cricketer in the history 

of international cricket to complete a ton of 50s. Among 
Indians, he is fourth after Sachin Tendulkar (164), Rahul 
Dravid (146) and Sourav Ganguly (107).
It was Dhoni’s 66th ODI half-century in his 302nd One- 
dayer, apart from 33 that he got in 90 Tests and the one in 
78 T20 Internationals. Dhoni now has 9737 runs in ODIs 
and requires 263 more runs to complete the 10,000-run 
milestone in the 50-over format.

ICC T20 Rankings: Virat Kohli Retains Top 
Spot, Jasprit Bumrah Jumps to Second,   
17 September 2017

India skipper Virat Kohli maintained his top spot in the 
latest ICC rankings of T20 batsmen, while pacer Jasprit 
Bumrah climbed up a place to be at second position in 

the bowlers’ table.  Kohli leads number-two ranked Aaron 
Finch of Australia by 39 points, while Evin Lewis of West 
Indies has grabbed a career-best third position after jumping 
up a place. Pakistan batsman Babar Azam has risen 21 
spots to be at career-best sixth position after his player of 
the series performance helped complete a 2-1 win over the 
World XI in the recent Independence Cup series at Lahore. 
In the bowlers’ list, Bumrah has overtaken South Africa’s 
Imran Tahir to jump up to the second spot. The table is 
headed by Imad Wasim of Pakistan. India’s star off-spinner 
Ravichandran Ashwin has remained static at 10th position.
In the team rankings, India remained on fifth even as the 
West Indies have toppled England after a 21-run win at 
Chester-le-Street. The Windies side was in fourth position 
with 117 points before the match last night but is now third 
with 120 points. On the other hand, England have lost four 
points to slip from second to fourth with 119 points. 

P V Sindhu beats Japan’s Nozomi Okuhara to 
win Korean Open title, 17 September 2017

Indian star shuttler P V 
Sindhu defeated reigning 
world champion Nozomi 

Okuhara of Japan in the 
women’s singles final of the 
Korea Open Superseries.
Rio Olympics silver medalist 
Sindhu won 22-20, 11-
21, 21-18 in an hour and 22 minutes at the SK Handball 
Stadium. Okuhara had conquered Sindhu in the World 
Championships final in August in Glasgow.
Aspects:
Venue: Seoul, South Korea
No Indian has ever won the Korea Open, so P V Sindhu 
became the first Indian player to win the Korea Open.

India has ratified the 2nd commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol. 
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. Scientists discover new therapy to prevent 
sepsis in new born babies.

2. DRDO, IAI to produce MRSAM missile 
system by 2020 for Indian Army.

3. IAU names two Pluto Mountains after 
Tenzing Norgay, Edmund Hillary.

SCiENCE The Corona is the Sun’s outer atmosphere. It is visible during 
total eclipses of the Sun as a pearly white crown surrounding 
the Sun. The corona displays a variety of features including 
streamers, plumes, and loops.

ICMR, Department of Health and Family 
Welfare of MOHFW sign MoU with 
International Vaccine Institute to support 
vaccine development in India, 22 August 2017

August 22, 2017 The Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) under the Department of Health Research 
and the Department of Health and Family Welfare of 

the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare(MOHFW) signed 
a tripartite memorandum of understanding today with the 
International Vaccine Institute (IVI)to collaborate on vaccine 
research and development. The agreement will also strengthen 
the relationship between IVI and India. The agreement was 
signed between Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, Director General 
of ICMR& Secretary, Department of Health Research; Mr. 
Manoj Jhalani, Additional Secretary & Managing Director, 
National Health Mission and Dr. Jerome H. Kim, Director 
General of IVI.
About International Vaccine Institute (IVI)
The International Vaccine Institute (IVI) is the world’s 
only international organization devoted exclusively to 
developing and introducing new and improved vaccines to 
protect the world’s poorest people, especially children in 
developing countries. Established in 1997, IVI operates as an 
independent international organization under a treaty signed 
by 35 countries and the World Health Organization. The 
Institute conducts research in more than 20 countries of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America on vaccines against enteric and 
diarrheal infections, Japanese encephalitis, MERS-CoV, and 
dengue fever, and develops new and improved vaccines at its 
headquarters in Seoul, Republic of Korea. India has shared a 
long scientific history with IVI. After this agreement, India 
became a signatory nation for the Treaty of Seoul-based 
International Organization. There are 35 nations connected 
with IVI. India is associated with South Korea and Sweden 
with financial aid for Ivy.

Great American solar eclipse: Studying the 
Sun’s corona,  21 August 2017

A solar eclipse is 
set to take place, 
which will be 

visible across all of 
continental United States. 
It will begin at the Oregon 
coast (at 9.36 p.m. IST 
on August 21, 2017) and 
end at the South Carolina coast (at a time that corresponds 
to 1.36 a.m. IST on August 22, 2017). About 16% of the 
U.S. will witness a total eclipse, which will last longest at 
Carbondale, Illinois, for 2 minutes and 41.6 seconds. Since 
this eclipse has the special feature of lasting for so long 
over the mainland, scientists across the world are trying 
to use it to verify their theories on the Sun. This can help 
them model “space weather” and predict solar storms 
that can affect the operation of satellites and even electric 
power grids on Earth.
The “great American solar eclipse,” as it is being dubbed, 
is keeping scientists at the Centre for Excellence in Space 
Sciences India (CESSI) in the Indian Institutes of Science 
Education and Research (IISER), Kolkata, busy even before 
it begins. Using computer simulations, they have predicted 
the shape that the outer layer of the Sun — its corona — 
will take during the total eclipse. If their prediction is 
correct, their model of the Sun will be validated and they 
can then fine-tune it to make predictions of space weather, 
for one, which is CESSI’s eventual mandate.
Space weather impacts modern day technologies such as 
satellite operations, telecommunications, GPS navigational 
networks and electric power grids. So, astronomical events 
such as an eclipse, which offers a chance of diagnosing 
the coronal magnetic field, are an opportunity for solar 
physicists to test their theoretical ideas and models to be 
able to refine them.
A solar eclipse (as seen from the planet Earth) is a type of 
eclipse that occurs when the Moon passes between the Sun 
and Earth, and when the Moon fully or partially blocks 
(“occults”) the Sun.

India has signed a loan agreement with China led-Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB).
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Scientists discover new therapy to prevent 
sepsis in new born babies, 22 August 2017

A team of scientists from 
US have discovered an 
inexpensive prevention 

technique (therapy) against 
sepsis in new born babies. 
The team was led by US-
based Indian doctor Dr Pinaki 
Panigrahi.
The therapy has been found to reduce the risk of sepsis 
infection by 40% in trials and it can be inexpensive – less 
than one dollar for a course.
Need
Each year globally, more than 600,000 infants die of sepsis 
most of them in developing countries. In India, more than a 
quarter of neonatal deaths are due to sepsis. In a significant 
number of these cases, the infection probably begins in the gut.
New prevention technique
In the new oral prevention technique, infants are fed with 
good bacteria (probiotic bacteria) that populates in his/her 
gut and block (kill) harmful bacteria. The probiotic bacterial 
strain is also aided with a non-absorbable sugar to enhance 
its ability to effectively colonize the gut.
Researchers call it as probiotic-sugar combination, a 
symbiotic. The oral therapy starts during day 2-4 of life, as 
a preventive measure, much like a vaccine. The technique is 
also found beneficial in reducing lower respiratory tract and 
other infections and also improving immunity status.
Sepsis
Sepsis is a life-threatening illness primarily caused by 
bacterial infections that spreads fast through the blood 
leading to organ failure. It is caused by an immune response 
triggered by an infection i.e. body’s response to infection 
causes injury to its own tissues and organs. Sepsis infections 
are also more common in elderly people and those with a 
weak immune system.
Common signs and symptoms include fever, increased heart 
rate, increased breathing rate, and confusion. There also may 
be symptoms related to a specific infection, such as pneumonia, 
kidney infection blood infection and abdominal infection. 
Currently, no efficient means of prevention is available.

Indian student develops Nano Missile for 
Indian Army,  23 August 2017

Dacharla Panduranga Rohith, a student of Chennai’s 
SRM University, was on 21 August 2017 recognised 
by World Records of India for developing a nano 

missile.

 # The basic prototype 
of the missile 
was tested in the 
presence of Assistant 
Commissioner of 
Police Ramapuram in 
Chennai and the video 
was submitted to World 
Records of India for recognition in July 2017. 

 # He developed the missile for the Indian Army and local 
police in fighting terrorism. The missile was developed 
for launch through a robot. 

 # This 1 cm nano missile can fly by burning the red 
phosphorus, and hit the target of three metres distance.

 # Rohith is now working on the changing the fuel to give 
more thrust and reduce the weight of the missile so that 
it can be targeted at longer distances. 

 # Once the project is completed, he will hand over the 
missile to the DRDO for tests and inclusion in the 
weaponry of the armed forces.

Rohith completed his high school and Intermediate education 
from Sriviswasanthi Educational Institutions in Vuyyuru of 
Krishna district and is studying final year Computer Science 
Engineering at SRM University in Chennai. His interest in 
flight technologies and missiles led him to serve as a flying 
cadet in the aero show organised by the Indian Air Force in 
Vijayawada a few years ago.

Moss serves as a cheap pollution monitor: 
Scientists, 25 August 2017

According to Japanese 
scientists, delicate 
mosses found on 

rocks and trees in cities 
around the world can be used 
as low-cost bioindicator to 
monitor urban pollution and 
to measure the impact of 
atmospheric change.
As a bioindicator, mosses respond to pollution or drought-
stress by changing its shape, density or disappearing.  This 
characteristic will allow scientists to calculate atmospheric 
alterations and air pollution.
Important feature
Mosses are a common flowerless plant found in all 
cities especially in damp (humid) or shady locations. It 
generally absorb water and nutrients from their immediate 
environments, so it can reflect changes to ecosystems. So it 
can be used as potential bioindicators. In the study, Japanese 
researchers studied the effect of nitrogen pollution, air quality 
and drought-stress on moss. They found that drought-stress 

India will host steering committee meeting of 1,814 kilometre-long (TAPI) Gas Pipeline.
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tends to occur in mosses found in areas with high levels of 
nitrogen pollution, which has negative impact on health and 
biodiversity. It can be cost effective and important for getting 
information about atmospheric conditions especially effect of 
nitrogen pollution and air quality in urban area.

IIT Researchers develop biosensor to detect 
kidney disorders, 26 August 2017

Researchers from 
Indian Institutes 
of Technology 

(IIT), Bombay and 
Indore, have jointly 
developed a biosensor 
that makes it possible to 
detect kidney disorders 
in less than eight 
minutes.
The biosensor can accurately measure both the pH and urea 
concentration with a single drop of urine. It will help make 
a point-of-care test to determine whether the kidneys are 
functioning normally.
REMEDIAL STEPS OF THIS TEST
For conventional kidney function test, doctors estimate pH 
and urea contents in urine as most kidney disorders result 
in reduced pH and higher concentration of urea. In current 
available methods to detect urea, patients need to undergo 
two tests for accuracy. In addition, these methods have 
accuracy problem due to contaminations components in 
urine such as calcium, chloride, ascorbic acid, sodium and 
potassium.
Biosensor Tests
The newly developed biosensor can detect both pH and urea 
contents in urine. It is made by encapsulating an enzyme 
urease and molecule FITC-dextran in alginate microspheres. 
The combination glows in fluorescence colour in response to 
chemical reaction with urea and changes in pH when urine 
is added. The fluorescence reduces when the pH is acidic 
and increases when it is alkaline. The change in intensity of 
fluorescence helps to calculate the values of pH and urea.
CHARACTERSTIC
The biosensor made using alginate is safe and non-toxic to 
handle. It can work in the ideal pH range of 4-8. It is able 
detect even low concentrations of urea up to 50 millimolar. 
It has showed accuracy of more than 97%. Moreover, it is 
stable for up to a month in a refrigerator and gives results 
unaffected by other components in urine samples. It can 
help to make rapid and accurate point-of-care diagnostic 
test for kidney disorders.
pH stands for power of hydrogen, which is a measurement 
of the hydrogen ion concentration in the body. pH, scale 

was invented by the Danish biochemist Soren Peter Lauritz 
Sorensen. The total pH scale ranges from 1 to 14, with 7 
considered to be neutral. A pH less than 7 is said to be acidic 
and solutions with a pH greater than 7 are basic or alkaline.

DRDO, IAI to produce MRSAM missile system 
by 2020 for Indian Army, 28 August 2017

The DRDO has signed Rs.17,000 crore deal with 
Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) for producing 
advanced medium—range surface to air missile 

(MRSAM) system for Indian Army by 2020. The deal 
envisages developing 40 firing units and around 200 
missiles.
Key Facts
The MR-SAM, a land-based version of long range surface 
to air missile (LRSAM) of Indian Navy, has strike range of 
up 70 km. It is capable of shooting down enemy ballistic 
missiles, aircraft, helicopters, drones, surveillance aircraft 
and AWACS (Airborne Warning and Control Systems) 
aircraft.
The MRSAM for Indian Army’s Air Defence is an advanced 
all weather, 360 degree mobile land based theatre air 
defence system capable of providing air defence to critical 
areas against wide variety of threats in combat zone. The 
current version of MRSAM is operational with the Indian 
Air Force and the Navy.
Background
The Indian Army has been pressing the government 
to enhance its aerial attack capability considering the 
evolving security challenges. Indian Army is the first land 
force in the world to deploy Brahmos missile in 2007. It 
has raised several regiments of this formidable weapon. 
In May 2015, the Army had inducted the indigenously— 
developed supersonic surface to air Akash missile 
which is capable of targeting enemy helicopters, aircraft 
and UAVs from a range of 25 km. The Army thinks 
procurement of MRSAM will mark paradigm shift in its 
strike capability.

India won SAFF Under-15 Championship defeating host Nepal at Kathmandu.



NEWS BITES SCiEnCE 

66 NOVEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

IAEA opens world’s first low Enriched 
Uranium bank in Kazakhstan, 29 August 2017

The UN global 
nuclear watchdog, 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) has opened 
world’s first low Enriched 
Uranium (LEU) Bank in 
Oskemen in Kazakhstan.
The bank is owned and managed by IAEA. It will be the 
first of its kind LEU bank not to be under control of any 
individual country. The IAEA also manages 123 tons of 
uranium in Angarsk, Russia but it is under the control of 
Russian government. The LEU Bank has reserve capacity 
to store 90 tons of LEU, the essential ingredient needed 
to make the fuel for light-water nuclear reactors, which 
generate electricity. This reserve is enough to fully load 
a light-water reactor capable of supplying electricity to a 
large city for three years.
The IAEA has established a series of strict criteria for 
member state purchasing uranium from the bank. The 
project was funded by donors, including the United States, 
European Union, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Norway 
and Nuclear Threat Initiative.
Last resort Supply:  It will serve as last resort source of 
LEU after IAEA member countries are unable to either 
produce fuel or if it becomes unavailable on the international 
market for whatever reason. It will ensure that in the event 
of an international crisis or similar circumstances, countries 
dependent on nuclear power would still have access to uranium.
Non-proliferation efforts: It will discourage countries from 
developing their own uranium enrichment capacities as 
seen supposedly that peaceful use of enriched uranium can 
be converted into weapons-grade level.
No disruption to nuclear fuel trade: It will not disrupt 
usual trade of nuclear fuel purchased in the open market or 
by bilateral agreement between countries.
Peaceful use of atomic energy: It will ensure peaceful 
use of atomic energy without the need to develop a costly 
enrichment program. It will assure that suppliers in the 
international markets do not manipulate prices or when 
LEU ceases to be supplied for political reasons.
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
IAEA is an international organization that seeks to promote 
the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use 
for any military purpose, including nuclear weapons. It 
was established as an autonomous organization in 1957 
through its own international treaty, the IAEA Statute. It is 
independent of the United Nations but reports to both the 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) and Security 
Council (UNSC).The IAEA has its headquarters in Vienna, 
Austria.

IIT Researchers develops bio artificial 
implantable pancreas 30 August, 2017

Researchers from 
Indian Institute 
of Technology 

(IIT) Guwahati have 
successfully created 
an implantable bio 
artificial pancreas 
model grown within 3D silk scaffold.
The bio artificial pancreas encapsulates insulin-producing 
beta cells, capable of naturally producing insulin in 
sustained manner. If successful in animal and human trials, 
it can be used for treating people with Type 1 diabetes. Type 
1 diabetes arises when the body’s immune system kills the 
insulin-producing beta cells.
Key Facts
The 3D silk scaffold was found to be biocompatible (not 
toxic to living tissue) as it did not trigger any immune 
reaction or cause any adverse reaction after implanted. 
It was made porous by using salt grains of specific size 
to dissolve the silk proteins. These pores were 400-500 
micrometre in size which allowed glucose and oxygen to 
enter scaffold and insulin released by beta cells with greater 
survival rate to enter bloodstream.
The scaffold containing beta cells was coated with a semi-
permeable membrane barrier. The membrane allowed 
insulin produced to be released into blood stream and does 
not allow immune cells to cross membrane and kill the islet 
cells.
To ensure that the implant is not rejected by the body’s 
immune system, drugs that suppress the immune system 
were embedded in the scaffold. Studies carried in lab 
showed that beta cells in scaffold were able to produce 
adequate amount of insulin in response to different glucose 
levels within a few seconds.

US approves first gene therapy for cancer,  
31 August 2017

The US Food 
and Drug 
Administration 

(FDA) approved 
first gene therapy, a 
treatment that uses 
patient’s own immune 
cells to fight acute lymphoblastic leukaemia.

India’s first indigenous sniper rifle was launched at the Rifle Factory in West Bengal’s Ishapore. 
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The approval will usher new approach to treatment of 
cancer and other serious and life-threatening diseases. 
Studies have shown that 83% of patients responded to this 
treatment, achieving remission within three months.
Key Facts
The gene therapy treatment was originally developed by 
researchers at University of Pennsylvania and licensed 
to pharma giant Novartis. It was previously identified as 
CAR-T cell therapy (CTL019) or tisagenlecleucel and now 
is called Kymriah.
The treatment is completely different compared to 
present popular immunotherapy drugs called “checkpoint 
inhibitors” used to harness immune system that treat variety 
of cancers by helping the body’s natural T cells better spot 
tumors.
CAR-T treatment
The CAR-T treatment is not a pill or form of chemotherapy. 
It uses gene therapy techniques not to fix disease-causing 
genes (cells) but to turbocharge T cells, immune system cells 
that cancer can evade. These cells removed from patient’s 
blood along with white blood cells are encoded with viral 
vector, reprogrammed in lab. They are reprogrammed to 
harbor chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) that specifically 
targets cancer cells. The revived and reprogrammed cells 
after returned to the patient continue multiplying to fight 
disease for months or years.

3rd Generation ATGM NAG successfully test 
fired, 09 September 2017

The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) has successfully twice flight tested 
indigenously developed 3rd generation Anti-Tank 

Guided Missile (ATGM) Nag in Rajasthan.
During the test, ATGM Nag missile has successfully hit 
both the targets under different ranges and conditions with 
very high accuracy.
With these two successful trials and earlier test conducted in 
June 2017, complete functionality of Nag ATGM along with 
launcher system NAMICA has been established. It marks 
successful completion of development trials of Nag Missile.

The ATMG Nag missile is one of five missile systems 
developed indigenously by DRDO under integrated guided 
missile development programme (IGMDP). The other four 
missiles developed under this programme include Agni, 
Akash, Trishul and Prithvi.
The Nag missile is third generation anti-tank guided 
missile which works on “fire and forget” principle. It has 
been equipped with highly advanced Imaging Infrared 
Radar (IRR) seeker along with integrated avionics. This 
technology is possessed by very few nations. The missile 
has been designed mainly to destroy modern main battle 
tanks and other heavily armoured targets. It can be launched 
from land and air-based platforms. It has operational 
range of 500m to 4km (Land version) and 7-10km (when 
air-launched).
The helicopter launched version known of NAG missile 
is known as NAG (HELINA) can be fired from Dhruv 
advanced light helicopter (ALH) and HAL Rudra attack 
helicopter. The land-based version of missile is at present 
available for integration on the Nag missile carrier 
(NAMICA).

IAU names two Pluto Mountains after Tenzing 
Norgay, Edmund Hillary, 11 September 2017

The International Astronomical Union (IAU) has 
named two mountain ranges on icy dwarf planet 
Pluto as Tenzing Montes and Hillary Montes after 

Tenzing Norgay and Edmund Hillary.
Indian/Nepali Sherpa Tenzing Norgay (1914-1986) and 
New Zealand Edmund Hillary (1919-2008) were the first 
mountaineer to reach the summit of Mount Everest and 
return safely in 1953.
These two names were among 14 other names officially 
approved for naming 14 geographical features on icy dwarf 
planet by Working Group for Planetary System Nomenclature 
of IAU, the internationally recognized authority for naming 
celestial bodies and their surface features.
IAU is international association of professional astronomers, 
at the PhD level and beyond, active in professional education 
and research in astronomy. It was founded in 1919. It has 
12625 members. Its mission is to promote and safeguard the 
science of astronomy in all its aspects through international 
cooperation.

India’s first museum on Partition of the Indian subcontinent was opened in Amritsar (Punjab).
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Scientists create first global map of water on 
Moon, 15 September 2017

Scientists from Brown University in US have created 
first map of water trapped in uppermost layer of 
Moon’s soil. The map was build using NASA’s Moon 

Mineralogy Mapper onboard of India’s Chandrayaan-1 
spacecraft.
The map builds on initial discovery of water and related 
molecule — hydroxyl (consists of one atom each of 
hydrogen and oxygen) in lunar soil in 2009. It may prove 
useful to future lunar explorers.
The signature of water is present nearly everywhere on 
lunar surface and not limited to Polar Regions as it was 
previously reported. The distribution of waster on moon is 
largely uniform rather than splotchy. 
The amount of water on moon increases toward poles 
and does not show significant difference among distinct 
compositional terrains. It reaches a maximum average 
of around 500 to 750 parts per million (ppm) in higher 
latitudes, less than what is found in sands of Earth’s driest 
deserts.

IAF successfully conducts development trials 
of Astra missile, 15 September 2017

The Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully conducted 
developmental trials of indigenously developed Astra 
beyond visual range air-to-air missile (BVRAAM) 

over the Bay of Bengal, off the coast of Chandipur in Odisha. 
Total of seven trials of Astra BVRAAM were conducted 
in various missions and two of them were against Pilotless 

Target Aircrafts (PTA) successfully fired from Sukhoi-30 
MKI aircraft. They were final development flight trials of 
the missile, paving way for its early induction into IAF.
Astra is indigenously developed by DRDO. It is one of 
the smallest weapon systems developed by DRDO, having 
length of 3.8-metre and weighing 154kg. It is single stage 
solid fuelled missile and has payload capacity of 15 kg 
conventional explosives.
It can be launched from different altitudes and is capable 
of engaging targets at varying range and altitudes at both 
short-range targets (up to 20 km) in tail-chase mode and 
long-range targets (up to 80 km) in head-on mode. It is 
radar homing supersonic missile having maximum speed of 
Mach 4 (four times speed of sound).
It is all-weather missile with active radar terminal guidance, 
excellent electronic counter-counter measure (ECCM) 
features, smokeless propulsion and process improved 
effectiveness in multi-target scenario.
The missile can be integrated with all fighter aircraft of IAF 
including Sukhoi-30 MKI, Mirage-2000, MiG-29, Jaguar 
and the Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA).

India’s largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) has cut its workforce by 6,622 people in the first quarter.
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Raghuram Rajan explains 
economic concepts 
and talks of issues like 
tolerance and connection 
between political freedom 
and prosperity in his 
new book, which is a 
collection of essays and 
speeches during his stint as RBI head. When Mr. Rajan 
took charge as governor of the Reserve Bank of India in 
September 2013, the rupee was in free fall, inflation was 
high, India had a large current account deficit, and exchange 
reserves were falling.
“Rajan outlined a vision that went beyond the immediate 
crisis to focus on long-term growth and stability, thus 
restoring investor confidence. Boldness and farsightedness 
would be characteristic of the decisions he took in the 
ensuing three years,” the statement by HarperCollins 
said. The book will hit stores on September 4. “Whether 
on dosanomics or on debt relief, Rajan explains economic 
concepts in a readily accessible way. Equally, he addresses 
key issues that are not in any banking manual but essential 
to growth: the need for tolerance and respect to assure 
India’s economic progress, for instance, or the connection 
between political freedom and prosperity,” it added.
He addresses key issues that are not in any banking manual 
but essential to growth: the need for tolerance and respect 
to assure India’s economic progress, for instance, or the 
connection between political freedom and prosperity.

Seven Indian companies among world’s top 
200 green energy firms, 27 August 2017

Seven Indian 
companies have 
made it to the latest 

Clean200 list, featuring the 
world’s largest publicly 
traded companies making 
significant revenue from 
clean energy.The Carbon 
Clean200 report, compiled by non-profit organisation As 
You Sow and Corporate Knights, was topped by Munich-
headquartered Siemens AG, while Greater China had the 
most representation on the list with 68 companies in the 
top 200. The seven companies on the list released earlier 
are Suzlon Energy (Rank 55), Bharat Heavy Electricals 
(Rank 85), Tata Chemicals (Rank 144), Exide Industries 
(Rank 155), IDFC Ltd (167), Thermax Ltd (Rank 169), and 
Havells India (Rank 200). The Clean200 are listed by their 
estimated green revenues in US dollars and only include 
companies with over $1 billion of market capitalisation (at 
Q3 2017-end) and those that earn more than 10 percent of 
total revenues from New Energy sources.

Burning Topics of the MonthMiSCEllaNEOuS

Ravindra Jadeja has become the 2nd fastest Indian to reach 150 wickets in Test cricket. 

1. India’s ranks 103 in Global Human 
Capital Index 2017.

2. Milkha Singh appointed WHO Goodwill 
Ambassador for physical activity.

3. London tops in 2017 Global Financial 
Centres Index.

SRK, Salman, Akshay part of Forbes highest 
paid actors list, 23 August 2017

Indian superstars 
Shahrukh Khan, 
Salman Khan 

and Akshay Kumar 
are among the top 10 
highest paid actors 
in the world in a list 
compiled by Forbes 
that has been topped 
by “Transformers” 
actor Mark Wahlberg.
Shahrukh is at the 
eighth spot on the list 
with earnings of 38 
million dollars, followed by Salman on the ninth position 
with 37 million dollars.
Akshay is completing the top 10 with 35.5 million dollar 
earnings. Wahlberg is Hollywood’s highest-paid leading 
man, earning USD 68 million in the scoring period. Forbes 
said the Boston native recorded his highest-ever payday 
thanks to soaring fees for movies such as “Transformers: 
The Last Knight” and the forthcoming “Daddys Home 2”.
Wahlberg replaced last year’s top-ranked star, Dwayne 
Johnson who comes in at the second spot with 65 million 
dollar earnings.
On the third spot is “The Fate of the Furious” star Vin 
Diesel with USD 54.5 million earnings.
Rounding out the top five is Adam Sandler at the number 
four position with 50.5 million dollars and Jackie Chan on 
number five with USD 49 million dollars.

Raghuram Rajan’s  book ‘I Do What I Do’ 
unveiled, 23 August 2017

Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan has penned a 
book titled ‘I Do What I Do: On Reform, Rhetoric 
and Resolve’.
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India ranks 7th among countries with positive 
influence on global affairs: survey,    
30 August 2017

India is ranked seventh in the world in a survey of 
countries that have a positive influence on global affairs. 
As many as 53 per cent of those polled by research firm 

Ipsos MORI believe India has a positive influence on the 
world. Canada is ranked first, with a whopping 81 per cent 
believing it influences the world positively. Israel and Iran 
are at the bottom of the ranking with only 32 per cent and 21 
per cent of people polled, respectively, viewing their global 
influence in a positive light. The survey conducted by Ipsos 
MORI polled 18,000 respondents across 25 nations. The 
poll collected feedback from people between the ages of 
16 and 64. Those surveyed believed China has a better 
influence on the world than the US. A mere 40 per cent 
think the US has a positive influence on the world , while 
49 per cent think China does the same. As for Russia, just 
35 per cent believe it influences positively. In Europe, amid 
the turmoil of Brexit, the UK’s rating has dropped 10 points 
from last year. Now, 57 per cent of respondents believe its 
a positive influencer.

Milkha Singh appointed WHO Goodwill 
Ambassador for physical activity,    
11 September 2017

Legendary Indian 
athlete Milkha 
Singh has 

been appointed WHO 
Goodwill Ambassador 
for Physical Activity 
in South-East Asia 
Region, the global 
health body confirmed.
Regular exercise and physical activity helps reduce the 
risk of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) such as heart 
disease, stroke, diabetes, and cancer – diseases that are 
now increasingly afflicting people across the world. An 
estimated 8.5 million people die due to NCDs every year in 
WHO South-East Asia Region.
Physical activity is not only cost effective, but also has 
long-term impact when applied strategically, for example 
at schools and workplaces, communities and cities, 
and national and sub-national events. WHO has been 
advocating for physical activity as a “best buy” intervention 
for reducing the risk of deaths due to NCDs.
WHO recommends at least 60 minutes of daily physical activity 
for children and 150 minutes of weekly activity for adults 
to stave off non-communicable diseases. Physical activity 
helps those aged 65 years and above to maintain cognitive 

functioning and reduce the risk of depression. To facilitate this, 
WHO has also been advocating with governments to create 
public spaces for recreational and organised sport.

London tops in 2017 Global Financial Centres 
Index, 12 September 2017

London has topped in the 2017 Global Financial 
Centres Index (GFCI) among 92 financial centres 
released by the Z/Yen and China Development 

Institute. India’s financial capital Mumbai was ranked at 
60th position, up by three positions compared to previous 
edition. The index is ranking of the competitiveness of 
financial centres based on aggregate of indices from five key 
areas: business environment, financial sector development, 
infrastructure factors, human capital, reputation and general 
factors. It is published twice a year. It is widely quoted as 
a source for ranking financial centres. There is little change 
in top five positions compared to previous year. London and 
New York remain in first and second places. Hong Kong has 
moved just ahead of Singapore. Tokyo remains in fifth. New 
York was 24 points behind London.

India’s ranks 103 in Global Human Capital 
Index 2017, 14 September 2017

India ranked low 103rd out of 130 countries surveyed 
on World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Global Human 
Capital Index (GHCI) 2017. In the previous edition, 

India ranked 105th. The GHCI measures countries’ ability 
to nurture, develop and deploy talent for economic growth 
against four key areas of human capital development; 
Capacity (determined by past investment in formal 
education), Deployment (accumulation of skills through 
work), Development (reskilling and continued upskilling 
of existing workers) and know-how (specialised skills-
use at work). Top 10 countries in 2017 GHCI are  Norway 
(1st), Finland (2nd), Switzerland (3rd), United States (4th), 
Denmark (5th), Germany (6th), New Zealand (7th), Sweden 
(8th), Slovenia (9th) and Austria (10th). Among BRICS: 
India is ranked lower than its BRICS peers. Russia (16th), 
China (34th), Brazil (77th) and South Africa (87th).
Among South Asian countries India was ranked lower than 
Sri Lanka (70) and Nepal (98). But it ranked higher than 
neighbouring Bangladesh (111) and Pakistan (125). India 
related Facts: In terms of development of skills needed for 
the future India ranks 65th. However, India ranks lower 
because of number of factors. It ranks lowest (last) in world 
when it comes to employment gender gap. It also ranks 
low 110th in educational attainment (primary education 
attainment among 25 -54 year olds) and low deployment 
of its human capital, meaning the skills available are not 
getting put to good use. India ranks 118 for labour force 
participation among the key 35-54 year old demographic, 
means that too many Indians are engaged in informal or 
subsistent employment.

IndusInd Bank became the 6th Indian bank whose market capitalisation soared past the 1 lakh crore-mark. 
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Japan, with 4% growth in the April-June quarter, is the Fastest growing economy among the G7 nations. 

NEW AND TRICKY
 SUFFIX -  DESCRIPTION PARTS OF SPEECH MADE FROM EXAMPLES
 -ation Process Or  Result of doing     Noun (action) Verb Pollution, creation, destruction

CONSTERNATION (N) - con·ster·na·tion \ˌkän(t)-
stər-ˈnā-shən\
Perturbation/angst/
Definition of CONSTERNATION 
Now we have to deal with its pronunciation….so …it is like 
a piece of cake…..how?...lets see…

Con is pronounced like dawn, lawn etc ….ter….nation is as 
we all know how to pronounce it….
So it is like dawn like con (s) +ter+nation hence becomes 
consternation.
consternation is from the Latin word 
consternātiōn- (stem of consternātiō). 
Example- To his consternation her car wouldn’t start.

Contemporary Examples : The genuine source of 
consternation, however, was her label Interscope.
Azealia Banks Opens Up About Her Journey from Stripping 
to Rap Stardom Marlow Stern November 16, 2014 
The Spanish health ministry has given assurances that the 
Spanish public is not at risk, but consternation is growing.
Ebola Contracted in Madrid Hospital Could Spread in 
Europe Barbie Latza Nadeau October 6, 2014 
Amidst all the pandemonium, the show just carried on to the 
consternation of some guests.
Builder Crashes Through Roof Of London Fashion Week 
Show Tom Sykes September 15, 2014 
By the virtue of Polysemy
consternation - fear resulting from the awareness of danger
alarm, dismay
fear, fearfulness, fright - an emotion experienced in 
anticipation of some specific pain or danger (usually 
accompanied by a desire to flee or fight)
First Known Use: 1604
Word Origin and History for consternation
1610s, from French consternation “dismay, confusion,” from 
Latin consternationem (nominative consternatio) “confusion, 
dismay,” from consternat-, past participle stem of consternare 
“overcome, confuse,dismay, perplex, terrify, alarm,” 
probably related to consternere “throwdown, prostrate,” from 
com-, intensive prefix (see com- ), + sternere “to spread out”.
Synonyms : Amazement, bewilderment, perplexity, 
stupefaction, anxiety.
Antonyms : Calmness, composure, confidence, tranquillity
Other related words : Ambition(N)-a strong desire to do 
or achieve something.
Fiction(N)-imagination Revolution(N)-mutiny
Caution(N)-awareness
Examples of other related words :
Fiction-Do you prefer to read fiction or information books?
Introduction- The introduction is a group of sentences at the 
beginning of a piece of writing, giving the reader an idea of 
what is to come.
Caution- They approached the dog with caution.
Other words with same suffix
Ramification(N)-Consequence Amelioration(N)-improvement

Altercation(N)-argument
TEST YOURSELF
Direction: In each of the following sentences there is a blank 
space given. Below each five words have been denoted by 
numbers (1) ,(2), (3), (4) and (5). Find out which word can 
be filled up in the blank to make the sentence meaningfully 
complete, if there is no word required choose option (5).
1. The country has had a socialist ____ .
 (1) revelation  (2) revolution  (3) altercation 

(4) inspection  (5)extermination 
2. People who had seen him were able to give a ____ .
 (1) revelation  (2) description  (3) inspection 

(4)extermination  (5) consternation
3. Anyone receiving a suspect package should exercise 

extreme _____.
 (1) revelation  (2) caution  (3) altercation 

(4) description  (5) inspection 
4. Industrialized countries should reduce their energy ____ .
 (1) description  (2) altercation  (3) revolution  

(4) consumption  (5) consternation
5. On closer _____ it looked like a fossil.
 (1) consternation (2) ramifications  (3) inspection  

(4) consumption  (5) extermination 
6. An attempt to reconcile Darwinian theories with biblical _____ .
 (1) revelation  (2) consternation  (3) ramifications 

(4) consumption  (5) extermination
7. The near _____ of the buffalo herds.
 (1) amelioration (2) extermination (3) caution  

(4) ramifications  (5) examination
8. Any change is bound to have legal ____.
 (1) revelation  (2) ramifications  (3) consumption 

(4) amelioration  (5)extermination
9. Progress brings with it the _____ of the human condition.
 (1) revolution  (2) caution  (3) ramifications 

(4) amelioration  (5) extermination
10. I had an ____  with the ticket collector.
 (1) altercation  (2) revolution  (3) consumption 

(4) extermination  (5) revelation
ANSWERS
1.(2),  2.(2),  3.(2),  4.(4),  5.(3),  6.(1),  7.(2),  8.(2),  9.(4),  10.(1)
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national sports awards
2017

Karnataka has launched a trial cloud seeding Project titled “Varshadhari” in Bengaluru. 

National Sports Awards are given every year to recognize 
and reward excellence in sports. Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award is given for the spectacular and most outstanding 
performance in the field of sports by a sportsperson over a 
period of four year, Arjuna Award is given for consistency 
outstanding performance for four years, Dronacharya Award 
for coaches for producing medal winners at prestigious 
International sports events, Dhyan Chand Award for life 
time contribution to sports development.
A large number of nominations were received for these 
awards this year, which were considered by the Selection 
Committees consisting of former Olympian, Arjuna 
Awardees, Dronacharya Awardees, Dhyan Chand Awardees, 
Sport Journalists/ Experts/ Commentators and sports 
administrators. Selection Committee for Rajiv Gandhi Khel 
Ratna Award and Arjuna Awards was headed by Justice 
C.K. Thakkar (Former Judge Supreme Court of India, Chief 
Justice of High Court of Himachal and Bombay). Selection 
Committee for Dronacharya Awards and Dhyan Chand 
Awards was headed by Shri Pullela Gopichand.
Based on the recommendations of the Committee and after 
due scrutiny, the Government has decided to confer awards 
upon the following sportspersons/coaches/organisations:
(i)         Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 2017
This award was instituted in 1991–92 and is given for the 
performance by a sportsperson in a year.

S . 
No. Name of the Awardee Discipline

1. Devendra Para Athlete
2. Sardar Singh Hockey

(ii)        Dronacharya Awards 2017
This award was instituted in 1985. These awards are 
provided to well-known sports trainers for excellent work 
in providing training to players and teams.

S . 
No. Name of the Awardees Discipline

1.       Late Dr. R. Gandhi Athletics
2.       G.S.S.V. Prasad Badminton (Lifetime)
3.       Brij Bhushan Mohanty Boxing (Lifetime)

4.       P.A. Raphel Hockey (Lifetime)
5.       Sanjoy Chakraverthy Shooting (Lifetime)
6.       Roshan Lal Wrestling (Lifetime)

(iii)       Arjuna Awards 2017
This award was instituted in 1961. From the year 2001, 
the award is given only in disciplines falling under the 
following categories:
1. Olympic Games / Asian Games / Commonwealth Games 
/ World Cup / World Championship Disciplines and Cricket
2. Indigenous Games
3. Sports for the Physically Challenged

S. 
No. Name of the Awardees Discipline

1. V.J. Surekha Archery
2. Khushbir Kaur Athletics
3. Arokia Rajiv Athletics
4. Prasanthi Singh Basketball
5. Sub. Laishram Debendro Singh Boxing
6. CheteshwarPujara Cricket
7. Harmanpreet Kaur Cricket
8. OinamBembem Devi Football
9. S.S.P. Chawrasia Golf
10. S.V. Sunil Hockey
11. Jasvir Singh Kabaddi
12. P. N. Prakash Shooting
13. A. Amalraj Table Tennis
14. SakethMyneni Tennis
15. SatyawartKadian Wrestling
16. Mariyappan Para-Athlete
17. Varun Singh Bhati Para-Athlete

(iv)       Dhyan Chand Award
This award was instituted in 2002. The award is named after 
an Indian field hockey player, Dhyan Chand (1905–79). This 
award is given only to the disciplines included in the events 
like Olympic Games, Paralympic Games, Asian Games, 
Commonwealth Games, World Championship and World 
Cup along with Cricket, Indigenous Games, and Para sports.

S . 
No. Name of the Awardees Discipline

1. Bhupender Singh Athletics
2. Syed Shahid Hakim Football
3. Sumarai Tete Hockey

The awardees received their awards from the President of 
India, Ram Nath Kovind at a specially organized function at 
the Rashtrapati Bhawan on August 29, 2017.
Apart from a medal and a citation, Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Awardee will receive a cash prize of Rs. 7.5 lakh. Arjuna, 
Dronacharya and Dhyan Chand Awardees will received 
statuettes, certificates and cash prize of Rs. 5 lakh each.
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hindi Diwas

Lebanese President Michel Aoun has signed the country’s first animal welfare bill into law.

September 14 is observed as the Hindi Day. It was on 
this date in 1949 that the Constituent Assembly adopted 
Hindi in Devanagari script as the official language of the 
Indian union after a long and animated debate. Part XVII 
of the Constitution comprising Articles 343 to 351 deals 
with the subject. The Article 343 (1) declares the official 
language of the Union shall be Hindi in Devanagri script. 
But a reading of the Articles 343 (2) onwards reveal what a 
difficult and complicated terrain the official language issue 
had to navigate in a multi-lingual nation like India with 
its government institutions dominated by laws, rules and 
regulations set down in English.
It can at best be described as a compromise. All proceedings 
of the Supreme Court, High Courts, authoritative texts of all 
Bills and Acts introduced or passed in Parliament of state 
assemblies, all orders/rules/laws and regulations passed 
under the Constitution have to be in English (as in colonial 
India). Until the passage of the Constitution (Fifty Eighth) 
Amendment Act on February 17, 1987 no updated version of 
the Constitution (containing the amendments) could be issued 
in Hindi containing the amendments. For various reasons 
the performance of Hindi as an official language is far from 
satisfactory. That is why Hindi is no way in sight of replacing 
English in government even after 70 years. Our Constitution 
makers had allotted merely 15 years for this task.
The concept of official language (Raj Bhasha) pertains 
to various organs of the state viz. legislature, executive, 
judiciary and armed forces etc. However, the nation is larger 
than its government institutions. The mass mobilization 
that Mahatma Gandhi initiated in India happened outside 
institutions. His Non-Cooperation movement or opposition 
to Congress participating in elections under the Government 
of India Act, 1919 reveal his disapproval to the nation being 
dependent on its institutions. Gandhi was aware of the 
gulf between the state apparatus in colonial India and her 
teeming millions. He wanted to address the Indian nation 
rather than India, the state. One of the ways Gandhi did it 
was to use the language of the masses rather than English.
The language question was an integral part of Gandhi’s 
Swadeshi campaign. He understood that people could 
be involved in the mission for Swaraj only through their 
languages. Therefore after his return from South Africa 
in 1915, Gandhi insisted on greater usage of Hindi (and 
other regional languages). His article in Pratap (Hindi) on 
May 28, 1917 advocated recognizing Hindi as the national 
language.
Therein he stated that most Indians, who knew neither 
Hindi nor English, would find the former easier to learn. He 
said that it was only on account of cowardice that Indians 
had not started conducting their national business in Hindi. 
If Indians shed that cowardice, and cultivate faith in Hindi, 
then even the work of national and provincial councils 
could be conducted in that language.

It was in this article that Gandhi first mooted the idea of sending 
Hindi missionaries in south India. His idea crystallized in the 
form of Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha established 
in 1923. Gandhi’s long speech at 2nd Gujarat Educational 
Conference at Bharuch on October 20, 1917 is considered a 
classic. Therein he paid tributes to the pioneering efforts of 
Swami Dayanand Saraswati in popularizing Hindi.
Swami Dayanand (1824-1883), like Gandhi, hailed from 
Gujarat. He used Sanskrit as the medium of religious 
disputation and preaching. He never bothered to learn Hindi 
even while spending decades in the Himalayas and northern 
India. But in 1873, while visiting Calcutta, he came across 
Keshub Chunder Sen of Brahmo Samaj. Sen advised him to 
use Hindi instead of Sanskrit to increase his reach amongst 
the masses. Interestingly neither Swami Dayanand nor 
Keshub Chunder Sen were native Hindi speakers. He heeded 
to the friendly advice and mastered Hindi thoroughly in a 
short time. He wrote his magnum opus Satyarth Prakash 
(1875) in Hindi. The Arya Samaj founded by him acted as a 
powerful agency to popularize Hindi.
Thus Gandhi took up the baton for Hindi where Swami 
Dayanand had left it. Whereas Dayanand’s mission was 
religious, Gandhi’s was national. Gandhi viewed Hindi 
as tool to ‘de-colonize’ the Indian mind. His mission to 
popularize Hindi found many takers in southern India.
G. Durgabai (1909-1981), who later became a member 
of Constituent Assembly, ran a popular Balika Hindi 
Pathshala at Kakinanda (Andhra Pradesh) as a teenage 
girl. The Balika Hindi Pathshala was visited by C.R. Das, 
Kasturba Gandhi, Maulana Shaukat Ali, Jamnalal Baja and 
C.F. Andrews. They could hardly believe that the Pathshala 
which imparted knowledge of Hindi to few hundred women 
was run by a teenager.
But the situation regarding Hindi had changed in south India 
by the time same Durgabai reached the Constituent Assembly. 
She felt that zealous propaganda in favor of Hindi by native 
Hindi speakers alienated others. What the volunteers had 
achieved, misguided zealots threatened to undo. Thus she says 
in her speech on September 14, 1949, “I am shocked to see this 
agitation against that enthusiasm of ours with which we took to 
Hindi in the early years of this century…....Sir, this overdone 
and misused propaganda on their part is responsible and would 
be responsible for losing the support of people who know and 
who are supporters on Hindi like me”. 
The dilemma captured by G. Durgabati in her speech has 
not lost relevance after 70 years. Non-Hindi speakers 
would be more amenable to Hindi through voluntary efforts 
rather than enforcing the legal status of the language. An 
increased literary and cultural interaction between Hindi 
and other Indian languages would help the cause of Hindi. 
Prime Minister’s Narendra Modi’s charisma has helped 
Hindi in an unobtrusive fashion. The aim would be to reach 
maximum people in a language they can understand.
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Lebanon abolished a law that allowed rapists to escape punishment by marrying their victims. 

Recognizing teachers as 
nation builders

September 5 is observed as Teachers’ Day in honour of 
Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan (1888-1975), the second 
President of India, who was born on that day. But how 
did it get instituted? Dr. Radhakrishnan’s 75th birthday on 
September 5, 1962 came within weeks of his being elevated 
to the President’s post. He was flooded with felicitations 
from home and abroad, a testimony to his wide reputation 
as professor and exponent of Indian philosophy. Those who 
wished him included international figures like Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer, Daisetz T. Sukuzi, Horace Alexander, Arnold 
J. Toynbee, Kingsley Martin, and Charles A. Moore etc. 
At home, politicians cutting across party lines hailed his 
contribution to education and Indic scholarship. “But above 
all, he is a great teacher, from whom all of us have learnt 
much, and will continue to learn”, stated Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru in his message.
But Dr. Radhakrishnan wished that his 75th birthday should 
not be celebrated as such. It is should the observed as 
Teachers’ Day in honour of the noble profession he had been 
attached with throughout his career. The Teachers’ Day was 
instituted thus in 1962. The convention of collecting funds 
for teachers in need started that very year. But due to the 
Indo-Chinese War erupting on October 20, 1962 the money 
collected during 1962 and 1963 were put in defence bonds.
Every year the President of India gives away National 
Awards to teachers on September 5. It is awarded to 
outstanding teachers of primary, middle and higher 
secondary schools in recognition to their meritorious 
services. Not only is the academic efficiency recognized, 
but genuine interest/affection towards children, reputation 
in local community and involvement in social life of the 
community also considered.
These awards are being given annually since 1959, even 
before the Teachers’ Day came into existence. In 1968, the 
scope of the awards was extended to the teachers of Sanskrit 
Pathshalas run on traditional lines. In 1976, the scope 
was further enlarged to include Arabic/Persian teachers 
of Madrasas. Further reforms in 1993 led to the inclusion 
of teachers from Sainik Schools, Navodaya Schools and 
schools run by the Atomic Energy Education Society.  
Maximum numbers of awards could go up to 350 during a 
year. The awardees are selected through three tier system of 

district committee, state committee and union government.
India has a long tradition of venerating the teachers. In the 
Vedic times the students were taught at teacher’s home, 
serving him in their free time. It was called Gurukul system, 
which was in principle free of cost, except the student would 
pay a Gurudakshina (a symbolic fee in cash, kind or vow). 
The emphasis was on moulding their character as much as 
honing their intellectual faculty. A student in ancient India 
was identified by the lineage of his teacher. This gave rise 
to the concept of Guru-Shishya Parampara i.e. mentor-
disciple relationship. In later centuries the teacher would 
reside in student’s home – like Dronacharya staying with 
the Kauravas in the Mahabharata.
Teachers again came to the fore with introduction of modern 
education in India in early nineteenth century. The Hindu 
College (estd.1817), now Presidency University in Kolkata, 
was the first institution of higher learning in the modern 
sense of the term. This institution played a major role in the 
creating a modern national discourse. The youthful teacher 
who inspired it was Henry Louis Vivian Derozio (1809-
1831), an Anglo-Indian who lived merely for 23 years. 
He captured the imagination of his pupils by inculcating 
rationalism and humanism of contemporaneous Europe in 
them.
He also wrote the first known patriotic poem of India viz. 
My Native Land –“My country in thy days of glory past/A 
beauteous halo circled round thy brow/And worshipped as 
a deity thou wast/Where is thy glory, where the reverence 
now”. Derozio was hounded out of Hindu College, by 
irate parents of his pupils, who accused him of corrupting 
the morale of his followers. He passed away prematurely 
shortly afterwards. But his pupil-disciples who were called 
Derozians or Young Bengal grew up into leading lights 
of the society. They included likes of Radhanath Sikdar 
(1813-1870) who trigonometrically calculated the height 
of Mt.Everest, orator Ram Gopal Ghose and writer Peary 
Chand Mitra.
In western India it was Bal Shastri Jambehkar (1812-1845) 
who was pioneer teacher to a generation of public personae. 
A teacher of mathematics at newly established Elphistone 
Institution (now Elphinstone College) in Bombay his 
students included Dadabhai Naoroji, V.N. Mandlik, Sorabji 
Shapurji, Dr. Bhau Daji. They were the pioneers of public 
life in erstwhile Bombay Presidency. Jambhekar, along with 
Rugoonath Hurrychanderjee and Junardhan Wassoodewjee, 
brought out English-Marathi bi-lingual newspaper Bombay 
Durpan (Bombay Mirror) in January, 1832.
Poet Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) and political leader 
Madan Mohan Malaviya (1861-1945) donned to role of 
educationists. Tagore through his Visva Bharati University 
and Malaviya through his Banaras Hindu University 
represented two different approaches to national education. 
They stand out as iconic teachers.
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SEBI has set up a committee on ‘fair market conduct’ with T K Viswanathan.

Right to privacy

The Supreme Court Judgement on Right to Privacy 

The nine-judge Bench Supreme Court judgement has 
pronounced in the “Privacy Case” by upholding the Right 
to Privacy as one protected by Article 21 of the Constitution 
of India. 

The Government welcomes the view of the Supreme Court, 
which is consistent with all the necessary safeguards that the 
Government has been ensuring in its legislative proposals 
which had been approved by Parliament. 

What is Privacy Law?

Privacy law refers to the laws that deal with regulating, 
storing, and using of personally identifiable information of 
individuals, which can be collected by governments, public 
or private organizations, or by other individuals.

Privacy laws are considered in the context of an individual’s 
privacy rights or within reasonable expectation of privacy

The issue of personal liberty had a chequered history during 
the previous Congress Governments. 

Immediately after the Constitution was framed, the Congress 
Government at the Center had consistently maintained 
that personal liberty could be denied to an individual by 
any legislation irrespective of the reasonableness of that 
legislation. 

The Congress Governments had consistently argued that 
privacy was not a part of any constitutional guarantees. 

In fact, during the internal emergency when Article 21 was 
suspended, the Central Government had argued before the 
Supreme Court that a person could be killed and deprived 
even his life (let alone liberty) and he would still be 
remediless. 

The UPA Government had introduced AADHAR scheme 
without any legislative support.  It was in that context that 
the question of the UPA’s AADHAR scheme was challenged 
before the judiciary.  The NDA Government ensured 
that necessary legislation was approved by Parliament. 
Adequate safeguards were also introduced. 

On 16.3.2016, while speaking on the AADHAR Bill in 
the Rajya Sabha, the Government through the Finance 
Minister, had clearly stated – “Is privacy a fundamental 
right or not? 

The present Bill pre-supposes and is based on the premise 
and that it is too late in date to contend that privacy is not a 
fundamental right. So, I do except that probably privacy is 
a fundamental right. 

Now, where do you fit privacy as a fundamental right? 

And that is where I want to clear the misconception due 
to which these amendments which have been proposed. It 
is contended and broadly it is now accepted that privacy 
is a part of the individual liberty.  So when Article 21 
says, “no person shall be deprived of his Right to Life and 
Liberty without procedure established by law”.  Then let us 
assume that privacy is a part of liberty and no person shall 
be deprived of his privacy without procedure as established 
by law. 

The underlying point is that privacy is not an absolute right.  
It is a right even in our Constitution. The Finance Minister 
was referring to the situation where the UPA Government 
created an AADHAR without any legislative support.  The 
present Government did exactly the opposite. 

It gave a legislative support to AADHAR and incorporated 
in law special safeguards with regard to privacy.  It has also 
assured the Supreme Court that it will soon be coming out 
with a data protection law for which a committee headed by 
Justice Sri Krishna, a retired judge of the Supreme Court, 
had already been appointed. 

The judgement of the Supreme Court is a welcome 
judgement in as much as it strengths the Fundamental Rights 
and personal liberty.  The judgement reads that personal 
liberty is not an absolute right but liable to the restrictions 
provided in the Constitution which will be examined on a 
case to case basis. 

The Government is of the clear opinion that its 
legislations are compliant with the tests laid down in 
the judgement. 

The Supreme court has stated that ”…requires a careful 
and sensitive balance between individual interests and 
legitimate concerns of the State. 

The legitimate aims of the State would include for instance 
protecting national security, preventing and investigating 
crime, encouraging innovation and the spread of knowledge, 
and preventing the dissipation of social welfare benefits.” 
The Government is committed to this object.
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Financial inclusion in Rising 
india 

Messaging app WhatsApp is going to start WhatsApp Payments via UPI. 

“Financial Inclusion” is the way the Governments strive 
to take the common man along by bringing them into the 
formal channel of economy thereby ensuring that even the 
person standing in the last is not left out from the benefits 
of the economic growth and is added in the mainstream 
economy thereby encouraging the poor person to save, 
safely invest in various financial products and to borrow 
from the formal channel when (s) he need to borrow.

Lack of financial inclusion is costly to society and the 
individual. As far as the individual is concerned, lack 
of financial inclusion forces the unbanked into informal 
banking sectors where interest rates are higher and the 
amount of available funds much smaller. Because the 
informal banking structure is outside any legislative 
framework, any dispute between lenders and borrowers 
cannot be settled legally. As far as the social benefits are 
concerned, financial inclusion increases the amount 
of available savings, increases efficiency of financial 
intermediation, and allows for tapping new business 
opportunities.

State sponsored universal banking has therefore contributed 
to greater economic diversification in rural areas than is 
the case in more competitive banking environments. With 
structural adjustment programs being introduced in 
the 1980s and 1990s, financial market reforms swept 
over many developing countries. At the beginning of 
20th century, India had insurance companies (both life and 
general) and a functional stock exchange

Scope of the financial inclusion is not limited to only 
banking services but it extends to other financial services as 
well as insurance, equity products & pension products etc. 
Thus, financial inclusion is not just about opening a simple 
bank account with a branch in an unbanked area.

Adding the common man into the mainstream economy has 
other advantages as well as it helps inculcate the vulnerable 
section of the society to save money for its future and the 
rainy days, take benefits of the economic activities of the 
country by participating in various financial products like, 
banking services, insurance & pension products etc., on 
the  other  hand,  it helps the country to increase the rate 
of ‘capital formation’ which in turn, give a push to the 
economic activities in the economy by channelizing the 
money from every nook  & corner of the country.

In the absence of people of a country financially included in 
the mainstream, they often tend to park their savings/ invest 
in the non-productive assets like land, buildings & bullion 
etc. While, financially included people can easily avail the 
credit facilities, whether they are sitting in the organised 

or unorganised sector, urban or rural sector. Micro Finance 
Institutions (MFIs) are the classic examples for providing 
easy & affordable credit to poor people and have got written 
innumerable success stories.

This phenomenon of financial inclusion also helps 
government plug gaps & leakages in public subsidies & 
welfare programmes as government can directly transfer 
the subsidy amount into the account of the beneficiary 
rather than to subsidise the product. In fact, the Government 
has even saved by around more than Rs. 57,000 crores in its 
subsidy bill and has ensured that the benefit of the subsidy 
reaches to the real beneficiary directly to him/her.

The NDA government led by Prime Minister Sh.Narendra 
Modi made itself committed, since beginning of its term, 
to give special emphasis on the financial inclusion of every 
person of the country. One of the most crucial of the several 
steps taken by this government is JAM- Jan Dhan, Aadhar 
& Mobile.

Jan Dhan Yojna - with a view to increase the penetration 
of banking services and to ensure that all households have 
at least one bank account, a National Mission on Financial 
Inclusion named as Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna was 
announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his 
independence speech on 15th August, 2014 & the scheme 
was formally launched on 28th August, 2014. Within a 
fortnight of its launch, the scheme entered into the Guinness 
Book of records for opening a record number of bank 
accounts. Large scale achievement was made by opening 
29.48 crores accounts by Mid-August, 2017 out of which 
17.61 crores accounts were in rural/semi-urban areas and 
the rest 11.87 crores in urban areas.

The additional benefits on opening an account under 
Jan Dhan Scheme is the customer is issued a RuPay 
Debit Card having inbuilt insurance cover of Rs 1 
Lakh. Besides, an overdraft (OD) facility of Rs 5,000/- 
is granted to the customer for satisfactory operation of 
account for 6 months. A life cover of Rs 30,000/- has 
also been granted to customers for opening the accounts 
up to a certain time period. The scheme has been a great 
success and the 99.99% households out of the 21.22 
crores households surveyed have been covered under this 
scheme by December, 2016. More than 44 lakh accounts 
have been sanctioned OD facility of which more than 23 
lakh account holders have availed the facility involving an 
amount around 300 crores.

Insurance & Pension schemes – In order to provide 
social security system for all citizens and especially 
to the poor and under-privileged people, the present 
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Financial inclusion in Rising 
india 

Mexico will create a new division of the Federal Police to preserve and secure its cultural heritage.

government launched Pradhan  Mantri  Suraksha  Bima 
Yojna and Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojna.  

The former scheme i.e., Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima 
Yojna (PMSBY) covers the persons within the age slab of 
18 to 70 years and a risk coverage of Rs 2 lakhs is provided 
at an affordable premium of Rs 12 per annum only. As per 
the date 12th April, 2017, around 10 crore people were 
enrolled under Pradhan Mantri Suraksha BimaYojana 
(PMSBY).The later scheme, i.e., Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 
Jyoti Bima Yojna covers the persons within an age slab of 
18 to 50 years having a bank account. The life cover of Rs 2 
lakhs is provided to the insured payable in case of death of 
the insured due to any reason.  As on 12th April 2017 3.10 cr 
person were enrolled under PMJJBY.

Atal Pension Yojna – A scheme launched in 2015 is open 
to all bank account holders in the age group of 18 to 40 
years and they can choose different contributions based on 
the pension amount. Under this scheme monthly pension is 
guaranteed to the subscriber and after him to his spouse and 
after their death, pension corpus as accumulated till the age 
of 60 years is returned to the nominee of subscriber. Central 
Government also contributes 50% of the contribution 
subject to a maximum of Rs 1000 per annum. As on 
31st March 2017 a total of 46.80 lakh subscribers have been 
enrolled from Atal Pension yojana with a total pension 
worth of Rs1713.214cr.

Varishita Pension Bima Yojana: All those who subscribe 
to the VPBY from 15th August 2014 to 14th August 2015 
will receive an assured guaranteed return of 9% under the 
Policy.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojna – Scheme launched in 
April, 2015 to provide formal access of financial facilities to 
Non Corporate Small Business Sector. The basic objective 
of the scheme is to promote & ensure bank finance to 
unfunded segment of the Indian economy.

In the Mudra Scheme since beginning till 13th August 2017, 
total 8crore 70 lakh loan where distributed out of which 6 
crores 56 lakh were given to woman. In this scheme 3 lakh 
75 thousand crores were sanctioned (1 lakh 88 crores to 
woman) and 3lakh 63 thousand crores were disbursed (out 
of which 1lakh 66 thousand crores were given to woman).  
The target for 2016-17 was Rs 180,000cr while sanctioned 
amount is Rs 180528cr which indicate the success of the 
scheme.

Other Schemes includes Jeevan Suraksha Bandhan 
Yojana, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana: Kisan Credit 
Cards (KCC) and General Credit Cards (GCC), BHIM 
App.

Liberalized policy towards ATMs and White label ATMs. 
To expand the network of ATMs, the RBI has allowed non-
bank entities to start ATMs (called ‘White Label ATMs’). 
The RuPay Cards have significantly increased its market 
share to 38 per cent (250 mn) of the total 645 million debit 
cards in the country so far. The card has been provided to 
the account holders of PMJDY (170 million).

Financial Literacy Centers were started by commercial 
banks at the request of RBI to give awareness and education 
to the public to access financial products. Here, RBI’s policy 
is that financial inclusion should go along with financial 
literacy.

The launch of direct benefit transfers through the support 
of Aadhaar and Bank Account is one of the biggest 
developments that activated and retained people in the 
newly opened account.

Stand up India – launched to extend bank loans between 
Rs 10 lakhs to Rs 1 crore for Greenfield enterprises set 
up by the SC, ST & women entrepreneurs and to provide 
them handholding support.  By Mid-August 2017  38,477  
people were given loan up to   Rs 8,277 crores out of 
which 31000 were woman and given loan up to Rs 6,895 
crores.

To further strengthen financial inclusion in the country, 
government has advised the Banks to deploy Micro ATMs 
in rural areas and consequently, 1, 14,518 micro ATMs have 
been deployed by December, 2016.

Venture capital Scheme:  In this scheme SC/ST people 
were encouraged to be Job Provider instead of Job 
Seekers. Initially in this Scheme loan were provided 
from 50 lakh to 15 crores which now is changed from 
20 lakh to 15 crores. The government had encouraged 
SC/ST people to stand on their own. Schemes of 70 
venture and Fund of Rs 265 crore were approved, 
funds to 40 venture were already been distributed. 
These ventures on the average provide employment to 
20-25 people. The rate of interest has been reduced 
from 10% to 8 %.

Conclusion:

The government is committed to its target of increasing the 
inclusion of every household in the financial system so that 
the masses can get all the legitimate benefits arising out of 
the growth of the country and in turn, the funds mobilised 
from the people not earlier in the formal channel could 
also be brought in the formal channel thereby giving the 
economy of the country an extra thrust to lead the path of 
growth.”
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Q.1.  Recently who has inaugurated 
AMRIT pharmacy stores in 
Shimla ?

 (1) J. P. Nadda  
(2) Narendra Modi 
(3) Pawan Kumar Chamling 
(4) Trivendra Singh Rawat 
(5) None of these

Q.2.  The Project AMRIT is a 
jointly optimised by Union 
Governmemt and____.

 (1) LIC  
(2) HLL Lifecare 
(3) Fortis  
(4) Apollo  
(5) None of these

Q.3.  Which of the following 
mentioned law was previously 
replaced by “Tripple Talaq”?

 (1) Shariyat Law 
(2) Muslim Personal Law     
(3) Anglo-Mohammedan Law 
(4) All of the above 
(5) None of these

Q.4.  In context to Crime, what 
does ‘T’ stands for in the 
abbreviation “CCTNS”?

 (1) Travel  
(2) Trouble  
(3) Telecommunication 
(4) Telebanking  
(5) Tracking

Q.5.  Who is the current Lieutenant 
Governor of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands?

 (1) Kiran Bedi  
(2) Jagdish Mukhi 
(3) V.P. Singh Badnore 
(4) Praful Patel  
(5) Anil Baijal

Q.6.  LCU MK-IV, an amphibious 
ship has been developed by-

 (1) Tata (2) Reliance 
(3) GRSE (4) HAL 
(5) None of these

Q.7.  “Mentor India” Campaign was 
launched by-

 (1) NDC  
(2) Commerce Industry 
(3) CSO  
(4) NITI Aayog  
(5) None of these

Q.8.  Under which programme 
Atal Tinkering Labs were 
established?

 (1) MSME (2) MUDRA 
(3) SETU (4) PMKSY 
(5) AIM

Q.9.  Recently which state has 
launched Tea made from 
Olives?

 (1) Rajasthan (2) Assam 
(3) Manipur (4) Sikkim 
(5) None of these

Q.10.  What is the erestwhile name of 
PM Kisan Sampada Yojana?

 (1) Swawlamban 
(2) Swabhimaan 
 (3) Sampada  
(4) Suraksha  
(5) None of these

Q.11.  Under which article of 
the Constitution, the sub-
categorization of the Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs) has 
been defined?

 (1) 300 (2) 310 
(3) 320 (4) 330 
(5) 340

Q.12.  Who is the Chairman of the 
National Commision for 
Backward Classes?

 (1) Vangala Eswaraiah 
(2) R.S.Sharma                 
(3) Achal Kumar Jyoti 
(4) Mallikarjun Kharge 
(5) Ashim Khurana

Q.13.  Right to Privacy is protected 
under which Article of the 
Constitution of India?

 (1) 20 (2) 21  
(3) 22 (4) 23 
(5) 24

Q.14.  AADHAR number comprises 
of how many digits?

 (1) 8  (2) 10 
(3) 12 (4) 14 
(5) 16

Q.15.  Who inaugurated “YUVA - Skill 
Development Programme”, an 
initiative by Delhi Police under 
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojana?

 (1) Rajiv Pratap Rudy 
(2) Nitin Gadkari 
(3) Rajnath Singh 
(4) Prakash Javadekar 
(5) None of these

Q.16.  In which year Make in India 
Scheme was launched?

 (1) 2012 (2) 2015 
(3) 2016 (4) 2013 
(5) 2014

Q.17.  Recently which initiative was 
launched by UP CM Yogi 
Adityanath in the state?

 (1) Make in UP  
(2) Made in UP  
(3) Start-up UP  
(4) Stand-up UP 
 (5) None of these

Q.18.  Who is the new Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs?

 (1) Arun Jaitley  
(2) Nitin Gadkari 
(3) Uma Bharti  
(4) Suresh Prabhu 
(5) Ananthkumar

Q.19.  Who inaugurated first Pension 
Adalat in India?

 (1) Jitendra Singh 
(2) Prakash Javadekr                
(3) Sumitra Mahajan 
(4) Jual Oram  
(5) Narendra Modi

Q.20.  Which of the following award 
was presented to 17 pensioners 
for their contribution towards 
creating institutional memory 
for the departments?

 (1) Varishth Awards 
(2) Anubhav Awards 
(3) Shreshth Awards 
(4) Shikher Awards 
(5) None of these

Q.21.  In context to Home Ministry, 
what does ‘W’ stands for in the 
abbreviation “WARB”?

 (1) Workshop (2) War 
(3) Welfare (4) Wisdom 
(5) None of these

Q.22.  Sashtra Seema Bal comes 
under which ministry?

 (1) Foreign Ministry 
(2) Defense Ministry 
(3) Finance Ministry 
(4) Home Ministry 
(5) None of these

Q.23.  Who laid the foundation stone 
of Sardar Sarovar Dam project 
in India?

 (1) Indira Gandhi 
(2) Mahatma Gandhi                     
(3) Rajendra Prasad 
(4) Sardar Valabhbhai Patel 
(5) Jawahar Lal Nehru

NASA is planning to send microbial life on its Mars 2020 rover mission, to produce oxygen. 
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Q.24.  Which of the following state 
shall not be entitled to receive 
electricity from Sardar Sarovar 
Dam?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh 
(2) Gujarat  
(3) Madhya Pradesh  
(4) Maharashtra 
 (5) Rajasthan

Q.25.  India’s first high speed rail 
project, with the assistance of 
Japan has been laid between-

 (1) Mumbai-Kolkata 
(2) Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
(3) Delhi-Kolkata 
(4) Delhi-Ahmedabad 
(5) None of these

Q.26.  What is the project cost to 
build Mumbai to Ahmedabad 
High Speed Rail (MAHSR) 
Project?

 (1) 88000 Cr (2) 100000 Cr 
(3) 110000 cr (4) 150000 Cr 
(5) 200000 Cr

Q.27.  Which operation was recently 
launched by India to provide 
assistance to Bangladesh due 
to Rohingya crises?

 (1) Insaniyat  
(2) Masoomiyat 
 (3) Panaah  
(4) Aasara  
(5) None of these

Q.28.  Rakhine State situated in-
 (1) Bangladesh (2) Myanmar 

(3) Bhutan (4) Laos            
(5) Indonesia

Q.29.  Which portal was recently 
launched by HRD Ministry 
for teachers on the occasion of 
Teacher’s Day?

 (1) Shikshak (2) Aabhaar 
(3) Diksha (4) Sakshi 
(5) None of these

Q.30.  Recently who has launched 
National Nutrition Strategy 
aimed at Kuposhan Mukt 
Bharat?

 (1) Health Ministry 
(2) Aayush Ministry                    
(3) Planning Commission 
(4) Niti Aayog  
(5) None of these

Q.31.  What does ‘E’ stands for in the 
abbreviation “FAME”?

 (1) Export (2) Earnings 
(3) Electronic (4) Essential 
(5) Electric

Q.32.  MoS DoNER _______ 
inaugurated two-day “North 
East Calling” festival in Delhi.

 (1) Mahesh Sharma 
(2) Jitendra Singh           
(3) Thawar Chand Gehlot 
(4) Jual Oram  
(5) Santosh Gangwar

Q.33.  What is the name of the Indian 
Naval Sailing Vessel with an 
all women crew?

 (1) Trishul (2) Jalashay 
(3) Tarini (4) Chakra 
(5) None of these

Q.34.  Under dairy Processing & 
Infrastructure Development 
Fund (DIDF)  Scheme, the 
loans under DIDF will have 
interest rate of-

 (1) 2.5 % (2) 3.5 % 
(3) 4.5 % (4) 5.5 % 
(5) 6.5 %

Q.35.  Which country signs Deal to 
Buy Russian S-400 Missile 
Systems?

 (1) South Africa 
 (2) Australia  
(3) Turkey  
(4) North America  
(5) None of these

Q.36.  Asian Development Bank 
announced that it would 
provide $152 million loan to 
__________ to enhance power 
transmission.

 (1) Bangladesh (2) Bhutan 
(3) Nepal (4) Myanmar 
(5) None of these

Q.37.  With which country Pakistan 
have agreed to strengthen 
anti-terrorism and security 
cooperation recently?

 (1) Nepal (2) China 
(3) Kenya (4) Korea 
(5) None of these

Q.38.  Which company won the 
Raksha Mantri’s Award for 
Excellence recently?

 (1) ICEMA (2) Liebherr 
(3) BEML (4) Komatsu 
(5) None of these

Q.39.  Which social network awarded 
3.25 lakh for the Indian ethical 
hacker Anand Prakash?

 (1) Snapchat (2) LiveChat 
(3) Twitter (4) Facebook 
(5) None of these

Q.40.  Emma Morano, the world’s 
oldest person who passed 
away, hailed from which 
country?

 (1) Norway (2) Italy 
(3) Jamaica (4) France 
(5) None of these

Q.41.  Robert W Taylor, the renowned 
computer pioneer who passed 
away, hailed from which 
country?

 (1) United States (2) Australia 
(3) Russia (4) Japan 
(5) None of these

Q.42.  Famous HIV/AIDS researcher 
Mark Weinberg passed away 
recently. He belonged to which 
country?

 (1) USA  
(2) Canada  
(3) United Kingdom 
(4) Australia  
(5) None of these

Q.43.  Carme Chacon, who passed 
away recently, was the Defence 
Minister of which European 
country?

 (1) France (2) Germany 
(3) Italy (4) Spain 
(5) None of these

Q.44.  Head quarter of DRDO is 
located at?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Bangalore 
(3) Hyderabad (4) Chennai 
(5) Kolkata

Q.45.  IAF successfully conducts 
development of___________.

 (1) Agni missile 
 (2) Astra missile 
 (3) Nag missile  
(4) Trishul missile  
(5) Brahmos missile

Q.46.  What is the India’s rank in the 
2017 Global Human Capital 
Index (GHCI)?

 (1) 106th (2) 103rd 
(3) 108th (4) 101st 
(5) 105th  

Nepal has criminalised a practice called ‘Chhaupadi’ that banishes women from homes during menstruation. 
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Q.47.  Which state government has 
tied up with Mother Diary to 
set up a state-of-the-art milk 
and milk products processing 
plant?

 (1) Maharashtra  
 (2) Goa  
(3) Kerala  
(4) Madhya Pradesh  
(5)Haryana

Q.48.  The Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI)  
has launched which online 
platform for food inspection & 
sampling?

 (1) FaSCoRSi (2) FiSCoRIS 
(3) FoSCoRIS (4) FaSCoRSI 
(5) fAscoRIS

Q.49.  Which city has topped the 
2017 Global Financial Centres 
Index (GFCI)?

 (1) London (2) Singapore 
(3) Tokyo (4) Mumbai 
(5) Shanghai

Q.50.  The researchers of which 
institute have developed a 
low-cost method for treating 
Osteoarthritis (OA) ?

 (1) IIT Bombay  
 (2) IIT Roorkee 
 (3) IIT Kanpur  
(4) IIT Delhi  
(5) IIT Madras

Q.51.  Which Indian university has 
been named the top university 
in India, according to 2018 
Times Higher Education 
(THE)  World University 
Rankings?

 (1) IIT-Kanpur  
(2) IIT-Bombay  
(3) IIT Delhi  
(4) IISc-Bangalore 
(5) IIT-Kharagpur

Q.52.  Where is the headquarters 
of the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) 
located?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Kolkata 
(3) Mumbai (4) Chennai 
(5) Bangalore

Q.53.  Which bollywood actress has 
become the first Indian woman 
ambassador for Tourism 
Australia?

 (1) Deepika Padukone 
(2) Parineeti Chopra 
(3) Aishwarya Rai 
(4) Kriti Sanon  
(5) Kareena Kapoor

Q.54.  Which Indian organisation has 
developed an artificial leaf to 
create fuel from sunlight?

 (1)  Indian Institute of Science 
 (2) Council of Scientific 

and Industrial Research 
(CSIR)  Pune

 (3) Centre for Development 
of Advanced Computing

 (4) Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) 

 (5)  None of these
Q.55.  Which IIT institute has 

successfully developed an 
implantable bio artificial 
pancreas?

 (1) IIT Guwahati 
(2) IIT Bombay  
(3) IIT-Kharagpur  
(4) IIT Delhi  
(5) IIT Chennai

Q.56.  The world’s first Low Enriched 
Uranium (LEU)  Bank has 
opened IAEA in which 
country?

 (1) Kazakhstan (2) U.S.A. 
(3) Iran (4) Australia 
(5) Canada

Q.57.  Which of the following IIT 
institutes have developed 
biosensor to detect kidney 
disorders?

 (1) IIT Delhi and IIT Kanpur 
(2)      IIT Kharagpur and IIT Chennai 
(3) IIT Indore and IIT Delhi 
(4) IIT Kanpur and IIT Bombay 
(5) IIT Bombay and IIT Indore

Q.58.  Which Indian sportsperson has 
been appointed as the WHO 
Goodwill Ambassador for 
physical activity in the South-
East Asia Region (SEAR) ?

 (1) Mary Kom  
(2) Milkha Singh 
(3) Pullela Gopichand  
(4) Abhinav Bindra  
(5) P.V. Sindhu

Q.59.  IAU names two__________ 
Mountains after Tenzing 
Norgay, Edmund Hillary ?

 (1) Venus (2) Earth  
(3) Mars (4) Pluto 
(5) Jupiter

Q.60.  Nano missile technology is 
developed by

 (1) Abdul kalam 
 (2) Elon musk  
(3) Dacharla Panduranga Rohith 
(4) Ajay Bhatt  
(5) None of these

Q.61.  India in August 2017 granted 
US pharmaceutical company 
Pfizer Inc. a patent for 

 (1) Pneumonia vaccine 
(2) Rabies Vaccine 
(3) Chicken pox vaccine 
(4) Polio vaccine 
(5) None of these

Q.62.  Moss peris tome takes part in
 (1)  spore dispersal 

(2)  photosynthesis 
(3)  protection  
(4)  absorption  
(5)  none of these

Q.63.  According to Forbes highest 
paid actors list who is the 
highest paid actor?

 (1) Mark Wahlberg 
(2) Dwayne Johnson  
(3) Adam Sandler 
(4) Russell Crowe 
(5) None of these

Q.64.  ‘I Do What I Do’  book is 
related to whom?

 (1) Urjit Patel  
(2) Raghuram Rajan 
(3) Vimal Jalan  
(4) YV Reddy  
(5) Viral Acharya

Q.65.  In which state Labeo filiferus 
is the new species of edible 
fish found?

 (1) Kerala  
(2) Andhra Pradesh  
(3) Tamil Nadu  
(4) West Bengal 
 (5) Maharashtra

Q.66.  Headquarters of Food Safety 
and Standards Authority of 
India is located at?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Kolkata 
(3) Mumbai (4) Chennai 
(5) Bangalore

Nepal Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba was on a 5-day visit to India in August 2017.
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Q.67.  Which country  is top   in the 
2017 Global Human Capital 
Index (GHCI) ?

 (1) Switzerland  
 (2) Norway    
(3) Finland    
(4) United States 
(5) Denmark

Q.68.  Who became India’s number 
one single player in the latest 
ATP rankings?

 (1) Yuki Bhambri 
(2) Rohan Bopanna 
(3) Ramkumar Ramanathan 
(4) Divij Sharan 
 (5) Puran Raja

Q.69.  Who among the following 
bagged three medals at ITTF 
El Salvador Junior Open?

 (1) Mudit Dani  
(2) Jacobo Vahnish 
(3) Gerson Carballo  
(4) Peter Karlsson  
(5) None of these

Q.70.  ‘Fade’ is a term related to 
which sports?

 (1) Cricket (2) Basketball 
(3) Hockey  (4) Golf 
(5) Shooting

Q.71.  National Sports Day is 
celebrated on?

 (1) 29 June (2) 27 August 
(3) 29 July  (4) 27 July  
(5) 29 August

Q.72.  Recently, Wayne Rooney has 
announced his retirement 
from international football. He 
belongs to which country?

 (1) England  
(2) Australia  
(3) Brazil  
(4) South Africa 
 (5) Spain

Q.73.  B C Roy trophy is associated 
with which sport?

 (1) Cricket  (2) Hockey 
(3) Basketball (4) Football 
(5) Tennis

Q.74.  Who among the following has 
won a silver medal at 29th 
World University Games?

 (1) Sanjivani Jadhav    
(2) Daria Maslova  

(3) Aroop Biswas  
(4) Aryaman Singh 
(5) None of these

Q.75.  Which city will host 2018 table 
tennis team World Cup?

 (1) Paris (2) New York 
(3) London (4) Brussels 
(5) Mumbai

Q.76.  Who is the president of All 
India Tennis Association 
(AITA) ?

 (1) R K Khanna 
 (2) Chintan Parikh  
(3) Devendra Pathak  
(4) Shyam Deshmukh  
(5) Praveen Mahajan

Q.77.  Women’s singles final 
of the Badminton World 
Championships was held at?

 (1) Edinburgh  (2) Glasgow  
(3) Stirling  (4) Perth   
(5) Livingston

Q.78.  Bhupendra Singh is related to 
which sports?

 (1) Football (2) Hockey 
(3) Athletics (4) Golf 
(5) Table tennis

Q.79.  What does ‘A’ stands for in the 
acronym NPPA?

 (1) Agency (2) Authority 
(3) Association (4) Assembly 
(5) None of these

Q.80.  Who became the sixth Indian 
to play 300 ODIs?

 (1) Sachin Tendulkar 
(2) Rahul Dravid  
(3) Mohammad Azharuddin 
(4) M S Dhoni  
(5) Yuvraj Singh

Q.81.  Who among the following 
has won a bronze medal at the 
World Boxing Championships?

 (1) Gurcharan Singh  
(2) Manoj Kumar 
(3) Akhil Kumar 
 (4) Gaurav Bidhuri 
(5) Dinesh Kumar

Q.82.  World Boxing Championship 
2017 was held in?

 (1) Switzerland  
(2) Germany  
(3) Kazakhstan  
(4) USA  
(5) Spain

Q.83.  Who became the first 
wicketkeeper in world cricket 
to effect 100 stumpings in One 
Day Internationals?

 (1) M S Dhoni  
(2) Kumar Sangakara 
(3) Robin Uthappa 
(4) Dinesh Karthik 
(5) None of these

Q.84.  Who among the following has 
won the Italian Grand Prix 
2017 title?

 (1) Sebastian Vettel 
(2) Valtteri Bottas 
(3) Lewis Hamilton 
(4) Max Verstappen 
(5) Fernando Alonso

Q.85.  Commonwealth Youth weight-
lifting championships 2017 
was held at?

 (1) Moscow, Russia 
(2) Gold Coast, Australia 
(3) Hamburg, Germany 
(4) Glasgow, Scotland 
(5) Taipei, Taiwan

Q.86.  Who among the following 
has won a silver medal in the 
men’s double trap event at the 
ongoing ISSF World Shotgun 
Championship?

 (1) Sangram Dahiya  
(2) Ankur Mittal 
 (3) Apurvi Chandela 
(4) Gagan Narang 
(5) Anjali Bhagwat

Q.87. ISSF World Shotgun 
Champion -ship 2017 was held 
at?

 (1) Moscow, Russia 
(2) Gold Coast, Australia 
(3) Hamburg, Germany 
(4) Glasgow, Scotland 
(5) Taipei, Taiwan

Q.88.  Who among the following will 
host the 2019 edition of the 
Commonwealth (Youth, Junior 
and Senior) Weightlifting 
Championships?

 (1) Australia  
(2) Germany  
(3) Russia  
(4) India  
(5) Taiwan

Odisha Government has launched a grid-connected rooftop solar programme in Bhubaneswar.
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Q.89.  Which country has been 
ranked first in the latest ICC 
Test rankings?

 (1) India  
(2) Australia  
(3) England  
(4) South Africa 
 (5) Sri Lanka

Q.90.  Who among the following 
has won the 8th MCC S R 
Subramaniam Memorial ITF 
Futures Men’s singles title?

 (1) Nikhil Kanetkar 
(2) Sumit Nagal 
 (3) Anthony Amalraj 
(4) Ankur Mittal 
 (5) None of these

Q.91.  Who has won the Caribbean 
Premier League title for the 
second time?

 (1) Trinbago Knight Riders  
(2) St Kitts and Nevis Patriots  
(3) Guyana Amazon Warriors  
(4) Barbados Tridents 
(5) None of these

Q.92.  Who has won the men’s singles 
US Open title 2017?

 (1) Kevin Anderson 
(2) Jean-Julien Rojer 
(3) Horia Tecău  
(4) Rafael Nadal 
 (5) Marc López

Q.93.  Jamie Murray belongs to 
which country?

 (1) Spain  
(2) South Africa 
 (3) United States 
(4) Switzerland  
(5) United Kingdom

Q.94.  Which city will host the BWF 
World Senior Badminton 
Championships?

 (1) Bengaluru (2) Kochi 
(3) Mumbai (4) Kolkata 
(5) Ahmedabad

Q.95.  The 9th Asian Age-group 
Aquatic Championship was 
held at?

 (1) Moscow, Russia 
(2) Gold Coast, Australia 
(3) Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
(4) Hamburg, Germany 
(5) Glasgow, Scotland

Q.96.  The Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA) formally 

awarded the rights to host 
the 36th National Games to 
________.

 (1) Bengaluru (2) Mumbai 
(3) Kolkata (4) Kochi 
(5) Goa

Q.97.  Who will host the 2024 Olympics 
Games?

 (1) London (2) Los Angeles 
(3) Paris (4) Tokyo 
(5) Beijing

Q.98.  Who among the following has 
won Korean Open Super series 
women’s singles 2017 title?

 (1) Jeļena Ostapenko 
(2) Saina Nehwal 
(3) Nozomi Okuhara 
(4) P V Sindhu   
(5) None of these

Q.99.  What is color of `200 banknotes?
 (1) Magenta  

(2) Stone Grey  
(3) Bright Yellow 
(4) Fluorescent Blue 
(5) White

Q.100. With which Bank DHFL 
Pramerica Life Insurance 
Company has signed 
Bancassurance Agreement for 
selling its insurance products?

 (1) Union Bank of India 
(2) Punjab National Bank 
(3) SBI  
(4) Dhanlaxmi Bank 
(5) Canara Bank

Q.101. Commerce and Industry 
Ministry has constituted a Task 
Force on Artificial Intelligence 
(AI)  for India’s Economic 
Transformation. Who will 
head this task force?

 (1) Anurag Agarwal 
(2) V. Kamakoti 
(3) Shantanu Chaudhary 
(4) Kunal Nandwani 
(5) Aloke Mukherjee

Q.102.  ____________ Agriculture 
Department has signed 
a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Microsoft 
India to develop a first unique 
“farm price forecasting 
model”.

 (1) Assam  
(2) Karnataka  

(3) Bihar     
(4) Madhya Pradesh 
(5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.103.  What is name of vice chairman 
of NITI AAYOG?

 (1) Shaktikanta Das 
(2) Arvind Panagariya 
(3) Ashok Lavasa 
(4) Narendra Modi 
(5) Rajiv Kumar

Q.104.  Where was the 17th meeting 
of Financial Stability and 
Development Council (FSDC)  
organized?

 (1) Mumbai  
(2) New Delhi  
(3) Kolkata  
(4) Dehradun  
(5) Gurugram

Q.105. The board of state-owned Oil 
and Natural Gas Corporation 
(ONGC)  gave in-principle 
approval to acquire 
government’s 51.11 per cent 
stake in____________.

 (1) HPCL (2) GAIL 
(3) BPCL (4) RIL 
(5) CPCL

Q.106.  Which bank has entered into 
an agreement with Bajaj 
Allianz General Insurance and 
Cholamandalam MS General 
Insurance for distribution of 
their insurance products?

 (1) Central Bank of India 
(2) State bank of India 
(3) United bank of India 
(4) Union bank of India 
(5) Dena Bank

Q.107. Which Bank has become the 
first bank in India to launch 
DigiPOS, a Point of Sale 
(POS)  machine?

 (1) Dena Bank  
(2) United Bank of India 
(3) Union Bank of India 
(4) SBI  
(5) HDFC

Q.108.  Which Bank has been given 
scheduled bank status by RBI?

 (1) Janalakshmi  
(2) Suryoday  
(3) Utkarsh  
(4) Ujjivan  
(5) Disha 

Prime Minister inaugurated 1.4-kilometre long hanging bridge across the river Chambal in Kota. 
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Q.109.  With which Bank Solar energy 
services company Freyr 
Energy has tied up to offer 
term loans?

 (1) Dena Bank  
(2) SBI  
(3) United Bank 
(4) Union Bank  
(5) Axis Bank

Q.110.  According to The Central 
Statistics Office (CSO)  GDP 
slumped to a three-year low of 
_________for the First Quarter 
of the financial year 2017-18.

 (1) 5.7 per cent  
(2) 5.4 per cent  
(3) 5.5 per cent  
(4) 5.9 per cent  
(5) 5.8 per cent

Q.111.  Global brokerage firm UBS 
has lowered India’s GDP 
growth forecast to_______ for 
this fiscal from 7.2 per cent 
earlier.

 (1) 6.4 per cent  
(2) 6.6 per cent  
(3) 6.7 per cent  
(4) 6.9 per cent  
(5) 6.8 per cent

Q.112.  Which Bank has been included 
by RBI in ‘too big to fail’ 
lenders list?

 (1) United Bank 
(2) Union Bank  
(3) HDFC  
(4) SBI  
(5) Dena Bank

Q.113.  Morgan Stanley has projected 
India’s growth of ________ 
per cent and ___________per 
cent in 2017 and 2018.

 (1) 6.4, 7.4 (2) 6.4, 7.6 
(3) 6.4, 7.8 (4) 6.4, 7.9 
(5) 6.2, 7.4

Q.114.  According to FIEO, trade 
between India and Singapore 
will reach to __________ by 
the financial year 2019-2020. 

 (1) $22 billion (2) $23 billion 
(3) $25 billion (4) $24 billion 
(5) $26 billion

Q.115.  Which Bank has signed an 
agreement with Bharat Sanchar 
Nigam Limited (BSNL)  to 
roll out open mobile wallet 
Speedpay across 10 states in 
the country?

 (1) Dena Bank (2) Union Bank 
(3) United Bank (4) PNB 
(5) SBI

Q.116.  Which Software services firm 
has completed the acquisition 
of London-based Brilliant 
Basics?

 (1) Infosys (2) Microsoft 
(3) Google (4) Wipro  
(5) IBM

Q.117.  Which Payments Bank has 
partnered with the National 
Payments Corporation of India 
(NPCI)  to launch a RuPay-
powered digital debit card?

 (1) FINO  (2) Paytm 
(3) IPPB (4) Airtel 
(5) Reliance

Q.118.  TCS has regained 2nd Most 
Valuable Company Status 
from HDFC Bank. Who is the 
MD of HDFC Bank?

 (1) Aditya Puri  
(2) Sunil Mehta  
(3) Arundhati Bhattacharya 
(4) Shikha Sharma 
(5) Chanda Kochhar

Q.119. According to Nomura’s 
Report, India’s GDP growth 
is expected to be around 
_________in the financial year 
2017-18.

 (1) 7.2 % (2) 7.1 % 
(3) 7.3 % (4) 7.7 % 
(5) 7.6 %

Q.120.  According to WPP’s BrandZ 
Top 50 report, Which Bank has 
topped the list of the country’s 
top 50 brands?

 (1) Dena Bank  
(2) United Bank 
(3) PNB  
(4) SBI  
(5) HDFC

Q.121.  According to DBS Report, 
India’s GDP growth rate is 
expected to be around ________ 
in the financial year 2017-18.

 (1) 7.3 % (2) 6.6 % 
(3) 6.8 % (4) 7.8 % 
(5) 6.9 %

Q.122.  IndusInd Bank has secured 
up to $200 million (about 
Rs. 1,282 crores) loan from 
_________ to serve low-

income women borrowers in 
rural areas.

 (1) NDB (2) ADB 
(3) AIIB (4) IMF 
(5) WORLD BANK

Q.123.  With which Bank Amazon has 
signed an agreement to provide 
Micro-loans to sellers?

 (1) Bank of Baroda 
(2) SBI  
(3) United Bank 
(4) Union Bank  
(5) Dena Bank

Q.124.  According to ______________ 
report, India is likely to be 
third largest economy of the 
World by 2028.

 (1) DBS  
(2) World Bank  
(3) Nomura  
(4) HSBC  
(5) ADB

Q.125.  Which Bank has approved 
USD (1)4 billion loans for 
sustainable development 
projects in China, India and 
Russia?

 (1) ADB (2) AIIB 
(3) NDB (4) IMF 
(5) WORLD BANK

Q.126.  The Union cabinet approved 
a MOU between India and 
____________ to set up USD 
40 million fund for industrial 
research and technological 
innovation.

 (1) Israel (2) Brazil 
(3) Australia (4) Germany 
(5)  France

Q.127.  Who has taken over as 
Secretary to the Government 
of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs?

 (1) Hasmukh Adhia   
(2) Rajiv Gauba 
(3) Rajiv Mehrishi 
(4) L. C.Goyal  
(5) Ashok lavasa

Q.128.  Who has been appointed as 
Indian High Commissioner to 
Cyprus?

 (1) Ranjit Sinha  
(2) Alok Verma  
(3) Sant Singh  
(4) R K Raghavan 
(5) Ashwani Kumar

Qantas Airways will offer world’s longest non-stop commercial flight from Sydney to London. 
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Q.129. Who has become the 1st 
woman player from Jharkhand 
who has been awarded Dhyan 
Chand Award 2017?

 (1) Samurai Tete 
(2) Navjot Kaur  
(3) Monika Malik 
(4) Poonam Rani  
(5) Vandana Kataria

Q.130.  India and __________ signed 
two agreements including 
technical cooperation in the 
field of railways.

 (1) Japan (2) Israel 
(3) Russia (4) China 
(5) Switzerland

Q.131.  Who has been appointed by 
Tyre major Bridgestone as its 
brand ambassador?

 (1) Saina Nehwal 
(2) P V Sindhu  
(3) Jitu Rai  
(4) Viral Kohli  
(5) M S Dhoni

Q.132.  Where will be the First ‘BIMSTEC 
Disaster Management Exercise- 
2017’ (BIMSTEC DMEx-2017) 
conducted?

 (1) Dhaka (2) Thimphu 
(3) Kathmandu (4) Bangkok 
(5) New Delhi

Q.133.  Which of the following 
Indians have been featured in 
the Forbes’ list of 100 Greatest 
Living Business Minds?

 (1) Ratan TaTa  
(2) Lakshmi Mittal 
(3) Vinod Khosla 
(4) All of the above 
(5) None of these

Q.134.  Who has been appointed as 
the President of the News 
Broadcasters Association 
(NBA) for 2017-18?

 (1) Aroon Purie  
(2) Rajat Sharma 
(3) Prannoy Roy 
(4) Suresh Verma 
(5) Rohit Kumar

Q.135.  International Day of Peace is 
observed around the world on 
____________ September.

 (1) 25 (2) 22 
(3) 20 (4) 24 
(5) 21 

Q.136.  Who has been awarded with 
the United Nations’ Peace 
Prize 2017?

 (1) Filippo Grandi 
 (2) Jefri Sinto  
(3) Zannah Mustaph  
(4) Praful Kurg  
(5) Saket Tilt

Q.137.  The Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change will 
conduct a quiz on environment 
____________ throughout the 
country.

 (1) ‘Urja Khoj’  
(2) ‘Vatavaran Khoj’  
(3) ‘Gyan Khoj’ 
(4) ‘Prakriti Khoj’ 
(5) ‘Skill Khoj’

Q.138.  What is name of Union 
Minister of youth affairs and 
sports?

 (1) Smriti Irani  
 (2) Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore 
(3) Uma Bharti  
(4) Piyush Goyal 
 (5) Dharmendra Pradhan

Q.139.  Which Payments Bank has 
launched its mobile banking 
app called BPay?

 (1) Fino  
(2) Paytm  
(3) Airtel  
(4) Tech Mahindra 
(5) Reliance

Q.140.  Who has been appointed as the 
chief financial officer of Tata 
Technologies?

 (1) Vikash Gupta 
(2) Rahul Sharma 
(3) Ravi Jain  
(4) Sunil Singh  
(5) J. K. Gupta

Q.141.  Which country has replaced 
China as the top retail 
destination in 2017 Global 
retail development index?

 (1) China (2) Australia 
(3) USA (4) Russia 
(5) Japan

Q.142.  With which country India 
is collaborating to build 
Rooppur nuclear power plant 
in Bangladesh?

 (1) Japan (2) Russia 
(3) USA (4) Australia 
(5) China

Q.143.  Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) has sanctioned a USD 
300 million loan facility for 
carrying forward fiscal reforms 
in ______________.

 (1) Jharkhand (2) Haryana 
(3) Bihar (4) Punjab 
(5) West Bengal

Q.144.  Who has won the Under-23 
title in the prestigious 2017 
Butterfly Badger Open?

 (1) Vikas Baghel 
(2) Mudit Dani  
(3) Ajay Sharma 
(4) Anshul Singh 
(5) Paras Bansal

Q.145.  Who has won the gold medal 
at the 5th Asian Indoor and 
Martial Arts Games?

 (1) Ajay Kumar  
(2) Govindan Lakshmanan 
(3) P.U. Chitra  
(4) Purnima Hembram 
(5) All of the Above

Q.146.  Who has been appointed as the 
interim chairman of NPCI?

 (1) M Balachandran 
(2) Dilip Asbe  
(3) B Sambamurthy 
(4) Shivendra Rajput 
(5) Gopal Singh

Q.147.  World Suicide Prevention Day 
is observed on-

 (1) 10 September 
(2) 10 November 
 (3) 10 October  
(4) 10 December 
 (5) 10 January

Q.148.  Who is the author of the book 
“I am HIV positive, so what”?

 (1) Vikram Seth 
(2) Amitav Ghosh 
(3) Pradip Kumar 
(4) Jayanta Kalita 
(5) None of these

Q.149.  Which tech giant has launched 
‘Project Brainwave’ for real 
time Artificial Intelligence 
(AI)?

 (1) Google (2) Microsoft 
(3) Facebook (4) Apple 
(5) Instagram

Qatar has approved a new employment law limiting foreign domestic staff to a maximum of 10 hours work/day.
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Q.150.  Tony de Brum, the well-known 
climate awareness activist has 
passed away. He hailed from 
which country?

 (1) Marshall Islands 
(2) Hawaii  
(3) Indonesia  
(4) Papua New Guinea 
(5) New Zealand

Q.151. As per a report published by 
____ and ___, aerosols have 
been detected over Asia. 

 (1) ISRO  NASA 
(2) JAXA  CNSA 
(3) AEM  ISA  
(4) ROSCOSMOS  CRTS 
(5) UAESA  CNES

Q.152. As per a report published by 
the UN, India ranks _ among 
countries that faced most 
natural disasters.

 (1) 1st (2) 2nd 
(3) 4th (4) 3rd 
(5) 5th 

Q.153. As per a report published by 
____ India is the top retail 
destination in 2017.    

 (1) Boston Consulting Group      
(2) Deloitte         
(3) KPMG    
(4) Roland Berger    
(5) A.T. Kearney       

Q.154. The 2019 FIFA Women’s 
World Cup will be held in 
which country?   

 (1) France     (2) UK         
(3) Belgium     (4) Germany     
(5) Italy      

Q.155. Which Ministry approved the 
Fugitive Economic Offenders 
Bill 2017?    

 (1) Finance     
(2) Home     
(3) Law     
(4) Information and  
      Broadcasting    
(5) Commerce and Industry       

Q.156. India Tourism Development 
Corporation (ITDC) is 
headquartered at _ .   

 (1) Mumbai     (2) New Delhi     
(3) Pune     (4) Chennai     
(5) Bengaluru       

Q.157. Which country announced 
to unblock internet calling 
applications?    

 (1) Pakistan  
(2) Saudi Arabia    
(3) Oman  
(4) Venezuela     
(5) Russia       

Q.158. The Union government 
approved the merger 
and modernization of 17 
Government of India Presses 
(GIPs) into _ GIPs.    

 (1) 6  (2) 4    
(3) 3  (4) 5    
(5) 9

Q.159. Zannah Mustapha who won 
the UNHCR Nansen Refugee 
Award is from which country?    

 (1) Nigeria  
(2) South Africa    
(3) Rwanda  
(4) Burundi     
(5) Egypt

Q.160. The Indian government 
announced that all peer-to-peer 
lending (P2P) platforms will 
be regulated by the __.    

 (1) RBI     (2) SEBI   
(3) BBB     (4) IBBI   
(5) FMC       

Q.161. The fifth edition of the North 
East Festival will be held in ___ .    

 (1) Mumbai  
(2) Bengaluru     
(3) Kolkata  
(4) Delhi     
(5) Pune

Q.162. ______ granted $175 000 for 
Rohingya’ healthcare in Cox’s 
Bazar.    

 (1) Red Cross  
(2) Médecins du Monde    
(3) GISAID  
(4) Ifmad     
(5) WHO

Q.163. China issued a stamp 
commemorating world’s largest 
radio telescope located in _____    
province.

 (1) Gama  
(2) Guizhou     
(3) Gouxinzhuang 
(4) Gaopin     
(5) Gujiao

Q.164. Who was re-nominated as 
Lok Sabha Panel Chairman by 
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan?    

 (1) Lal Krishna Advani 
(2) Murli Manohar Joshi             
(3) Kushabhau Thakre 
(4) Rajnath Singh    
(5) Bizay Sonkar Shastri       

Q.165. The BCCI nominated ____ for 
the Padma Bhushan Award.    

 (1) Virat Kohli  
(2) M.S. Dhoni    
(3) Sachin Tendulkar 
(4) Saurav Ganguly    
(5) R. Ashwin      

Q.166. India will conduct the 
First ‘BIMSTEC Disaster 
Management Exercise- 2017’ 
in ____.       

 (1) Rajasthan     
(2) Delhi   
(3) Maharashtra     
(4) Telangana   
(5) Assam 

Q.167. The Indian government 
appointed ____ to Allahabad 
and Calcutta High Courts.    

 (1) 24    (2) 22    
(3) 20    (4) 26    
(5) 27

Q.168. The Indian government will 
launch the Zero Hunger 
Programme in ___.    

 (1) September 2017 
(2) November 2017    
(3) December 2017 
(4) October 2017    
(5) January 2017       

Q.169. Uttarakhand State government 
has appointed ___ as the brand 
ambassador of Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan for the State.    

 (1) Aamir Khan  
(2) Rajkumar Rao    
(3) Akshay Kumar  
(4) Salman Khan  
(5) Amitabh Bachchan       

Q.170. The 13th Inter-Governmental 
Commission meeting will be 
held in which country?    

 (1) Iran  
(2) Kazakhstan    
(3) Saudi Arabia 
(4) Tajikistan     
(5) Armenia       

Qatar will grant permanent residency to expatriates fulfilling certain conditions. 
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Q.171. Which country’s government 
announced to set up a Skill 
Center in Guwahati?    

 (1) Japan (2) China    
(3) Singapore (4) Malaysia    
(5) Thailand       

Q.172. Chuck Robbins was appointed 
as Executive Chairman of 
which company?    

 (1) HP (2) Dell    
(3) Cisco (4) Oracle    
(5) Microsoft       

Q.173. Which country opened its first 
military base in Israel?    

 (1) Russia (2) USA    
(3) China (4) India    
(5) Japan       

Q.174. Jharkhand State government 
launched the Shaheed Gram 
Vikas Yojana in which district?    

 (1) Khallikot (2) Ulihatu    
(3) Khetri (4) Khutar    
(5) None of the above       

Q.175. Which country’s sovereign 
wealth fund reached $1 
trillion?    

 (1) Sweden (2) USA    
(3) China (4) Norway    
(5) Brazil  

Q.176.  Who was appointed as 
Ambassador to China?    

 (1) Gautam Bambawale   
(2) Vijay Gokhale    
 (3) Ajay Bisaria  
(4) Siddhartha Chowdhury    
(5) Anurag Mathur       

Q.177. Dr Jitendra Singh inaugurated 
the first ‘Pension Adalat’ in-    

 (1) Mumbai  
(2) New Delhi    
(3) Pune  
(4) Bengaluru     
(5) Chennai       

Q.178. Mark Beaumont who is 
recently in news is a _.    

 (1) Politician  
(2) Sportsperson    
(3) Businessman 
(4) Actor     
(5) Cyclist       

Q.179. Who was appointed as the new 
Chief of Sashastra Seema Bal 
(SSB)?    

 (1) Manzoor Ahtesham 
 (2) Swadesh Deepak    
(3) Rajnikant Mishra 
 (4) Sarnath Banerjee 
(5) None of the above       

Q.180. Who was re-appointed 
as President of Indian 
Broadcasting Foundation?    

 (1) Vikramjit Sen 
(2) Manoj Tripathi    
(3) Punit Goenka 
(4) Pinakin Dave  
(5) Srikrishna Alanahalli 

Rajiv Gandhi National Aviation University is India’s first aviation university, set up in Raebareli (UP). 
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REASONING
Q.1-5.  In each of the following questions assuming the 

given statements to be true, find which of the 
two conclusions I and II given below them is/are 
definitely true and give your answer-

 (1) If only conclusion I is true. 
 (2) If only conclusion II is true. 
 (3) If either conclusion I or II is true. 
 (4) If neither conclusion I nor II is true. 
 (5) If both conclusions I and II are true. 
Q.1.  Statements:     I ≠ W = V > K,    G < T,    T > K,   

G = N > M
 Conclusion:  (I) W > M           (II) K < I
Q.2.  Statements:  H > D,  H = I > G > F,  D > B > A
 Conclusion:  (I) A < I              (II) H > F
Q.3.  Statements:   B < N,    V > K,    N > V,     K ≠ P = R
 Conclusion:  (I) B > P              (II) B < R
Q.4.  Statements:  W > M,     J < M,     Y = M,   J > N
 Conclusion:  (I) W > N            (II) N < M 
Q.5. Statements:  N > M,    T = F,     T < N,    F > K
 Conclusion: (I) M = F        (II) N > K
Q.6-7.  A boy starts to walk 3 km towards South then he turns 

to his left and walks 4 km. Again he turns to South 
and walks 6 km then he turns to North-East and walks 
6 km. Finally he turns to North and walks 12 km.

Q.6. What is the distance between second turn and 
starting point? 

 (1) 9 km.  (2) 7 km.  (3)  5 km.
 (4)  12 km. (5) None of these
Q.7. In which direction is starting point from the ending 

point?
 (1) South-East (2)  South  (3) West
 (4) South-West (5) None of these
Q.8-10.  In a family, B is the daughter of A and grand-

daughter of R. A is the husband of Z. K is the 
husband of R who is the sister of M. M is the father 
of Y. Y is mother of J.

Q.8.  How is J related to M?
 (1) Grand daughter  (2) Grand son 
 (3) Son    (4) Daughter
 (5) Can’t be determined
Q.9.  How is B related to M?
 (1) Daughter-in-law  (2) Mother
 (3) Daughter   (4) Grand daughter
 (5) None of these
Q.10.  How is Z related to Y? 
 (1) Grand daughter  (2) Sister

 (3) Sister-in-law   (4) Can’t be determined
 (5) None of these
Q.11-15. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 Eight members of a family Rohit, Rahul, Ranjeet, 

Reena, Renu, Roli, Ritik and Raja all are sitting 
around a circular table facing just opposite to the 
centre. In which three of them likes Taj Mahal, 
three likes Khajuraho Temple and two likes 
Victoria Memorial. 

 The persons who like same place are not the 
immediate neighbour to each-other.  Reena 
is sitting second to the left of Roli and likes 
Khajuraho Temple. Raja is sitting fourth to the 
left of Reena and likes Taj Mahal. Roli does not 
like Taj Mahal and sitting just to the left of Ritik. 
Ranjeet is an immediate neighbour of Rahul who 
likes Khajuraho Temple and sitting infront of Roli. 
Renu is sitting infront of Rohit. Renu and Ranjeet 
like the same place. Rohit and Ritik like the same 
place.

Q-11.   Which of the following places is liked by Roli?
 (1) Victoria Memorial   (2) Khajuraho Temple
 (3) Taj Mahal    (4)  Can’t be determined
 (5) None of these 
Q-12.   What is the position of Ranjeet with respect to 

Ritik?
 (1) Third to the left   (2) Third to the right 
 (3) Fourth to the right   (4) Fifth to the left 
 (5) None of these 
Q-13.   Which of the following places is liked by Renu?
 (1) Taj Mahal    (2) Khajuraho Temple 
 (3) Victoria Memorial   (4) Can’t be determined
 (5) None of these 
Q-14.   Which of the following places is liked by Ritik?
 (1) Khajuraho Temple  (2) Victoria Memorial 
 (3) Taj Mahal    (4) Can’t be determined
 (5) None of these 
Q-15.   What is the position of Rohit with respect to Raja?
 (1) Second to the right  (2) Second to the left 
 (3) Immediate left   (4) Immediate right 
 (5) None of these 
Q.16-20. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 Twelve people are sitting in two parallel rows 

containing six people each, in such a way that there 
is an equal distance between adjacent persons. 
In row 1- G, H, I, J, K and L are sitting facing 

Sanjivani Jadhav, has won the Silver medal in 10,000-metre race at the 29th World University Games in Taipei. 
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North. In row 2- T, S, R, Q, P and O are sitting 
facing South. All members sitting in one row face 
opposite to members of other row. 

 G sits third to the left of K.  T sits second to the 
right of P.  Neither T nor P faces opposite to G or K. 

 T does not sit at an extreme end of the line. I does 
not sit opposite to T and I does not sit at extreme 
end of the line. Only one person sits between O 
and R. Neither O nor R sits opposite to K. R does 
not sits at the extreme end of the line. Only one 
person sits between L and H. O is not an immediate 
neighbour of S and does not sits any of the extreme 
end of the line. T does not sits opposite to L.

Q.16.  How many persons are sitting between S and Q ?
 (1)  One   (2)  Two   (3)  Three  

(4)  Four  (5)  Cannot be determine 
Q.17.  Who amongst the following sits opposite to S ?
 (1) H        (2) I         (3) L
 (4) K        (5) J or K
Q.18.  If K is related to S, in same way as L is related 

to P, then which of the following is related to J 
following the same pattern?

 (1) O    (2) Q   (3) R
 (4) T    (5) None of these 
Q.19.  Who amongst the following sits at extreme ends of 

row?
 (1) J, K   (2) S, G   (3) G, K  

(4) S, O   (5) P, J 
Q-20.  Four of the following five are alike in a certain 

way so form a group which is the one that does not 
belongs to that group?

 (1) J    (2) K   (3) S
 (4) O    (5) Q
Q-21-25.  The following questions are based on five 

words give below:
 P U T     F O R      S U M       A N D      T H E
Q.21.  If third alphabet of each of the words is changed to 

the next alphabet in the English Alphabetical series, 
which of the following will form a meaningful 
English word?

 (1) SUM   (2) P U T and AND
 (3) AND   (4) F O R and AND
 (5) T H E
Q.22.  If in each of the given words each of the 

consonants is changed to next letter and each of the 
vowel is changed to previous letter in the English 
Alphabetical series, in how many thus words thus 
formed will no vowel appear?

 (1) None  (2) One   (3)  Two
 (4) Three           (5) More than three 

Q.23.   If the given words are arranged in the order as they 
would appears in a dictionary from left to right, 
which of the following will be second from the right?  

 (1) SUM  (2) PUT  (3)  THE
 (4) FOR  (5) AND
Q.24.  If in each of the given words each of the consonants 

is changed to previous letter and each of the vowel 
is changed to next letter in the English Alphabetical 
series then how many words thus formed will two 
vowel appear?

 (1) None  (2) One   (3) Two
 (4) Three           (5) More than three
Q.25.   If first alphabet in each of the words is changed 

to previous alphabet in the English alphabetical 
order, how many words having two vowels  (same 
or different) will be formed? 

 (1) None  (2) One   (3) Two
 (4) Three      (5) More than three
Q.26-30. In each of the questions below is given four 

statements followed by two conclusions numbered 
I and II. You have to take the given statements to 
be true even if they seem to be at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions 
and then decide which of the given conclusions 
logically follows. 

 (1)  If only conclusion I follows.
 (2)  If only conclusion II follows. 
 (3)  If either conclusion I or II follows. 
 (4)  If neither conclusion I nor II follows. 
 (5)  If both conclusion I and II follows.  
Q-26.    Statements: 
 Some boy are weak.        Some weak are strong. 
 All strong are iron.            All iron are home. 
 Conclusions:
 (I)    Some home are weak. 
 (II)  Some iron are weak. 
Q.27.    Statements:- 
 All window are roof.   All roofs are step. 
 Some step are plate.   Some plates are pet.
 Conclusions:- 
 I.    No plates are window.  
 II.   Some plate are window.
Q.28.   Statements: 
 Some boy are weak.         Some weak are strong. 
 All strong are iron.            All iron are home. 
 Conclusions:
 (I)    Some boy are iron is a possibility. 
 (II)  Some iron are weak is a possibility. 

Shah Rukh Khan is India’s highest paid actor with 243.7 crore ($38 million) earnings in the list. 
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Q.29.   Statements:- 
 All window are roof.   All roofs are step. 
 Some step are plate.   Some plates are pet.
 Conclusions:-  
 I.   All pet are window is a possibility.
 II.  All step are window is a possibility.  
Q.30.    Statements:
 Some sound are range.        All range are speed. 
 All speed are point.             Some point are car. 
 Conclusions: 
 (I)    No cars are sound. 
 (II)   Some speed are not sound. 
Q.31-35. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the given questions :
 Seven friends namely F, Q, R, W, X, Y and Z visit 

to seven different cities namely Bhopal, Kolkata, 
Jaipur, Mumbai, Chennai, New Delhi and Varanasi 
starting from 4 September and ending to 10 
September  (of the same week) but not necessarily 
in the same order.

 Q visits a city on 6 September. Only one person 
visits between Q and the one who visits Mumbai. 
X visits immediately after the one who visits 
Mumbai. Only four persons visit between X and 
the one who visits Varanasi. Only one person visits 
between the one who visits Varanasi and R. The 
one who visits Bhopal visits immediately before 
R. The one who visits Chennai visits on one of the 
days before the one who visits Bhopal but not on 6 
September. More than three persons visit between 
the one who visits Chennai and F. Only two persons 
visit between W and the one who visits New Delhi. 
Only two persons visit between the one who visits 
New Delhi and the one who visits Jaipur. Z does 
not visit Bhopal.

Q.31.  On  which of the following date does W visit a 
city? 

 (1) 10 September  (2) 7 September
 (3) 5 September    (4) 9 September 
 (5) 8 September
Q.32.  Which of the following cities does F visit?
 (1) Bhopal  (2) Jaipur  (3) Varanasi
 (4) Mumbai  (5) New Delhi
Q.33.  Which of the following statements is true about Y?
 (1) Y visits a city immediately before X.
 (2) Y visits a city on 9 September.
 (3) Only three persons visit between Y and Q.
 (4) Y visits Bhopal.
 (5) All the given statements are true.

Q.34.   Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 
and   thus   form   a   group   as   per   the   given 
arrangement. Which of the following does not 
belong to that group?

 (1) X-7 September   (2) F-10 September
 (3) Q-6 September   (4) R - 8 September
 (5) Z-4 September
Q.35.  Who amongst the following visits Kolkata?
 (1) F  (2) R     (3) W      (4) Y         (5) Q
Q.36-40.  The questions given below contain two statements 

giving certain data. You have to decide whether 
the data given in the statements are sufficient for 
answering the question:

 (1) If statement I alone is sufficient but statement 
II alone is not sufficient. 

 (2)  If statement II alone is sufficient but statement 
I alone is not sufficient. 

 (3) If each statement alone (either I or II) is sufficient. 
 (4)  If statement I and II together are not sufficient. 
 (5) If both statement together are sufficient, but 

neither statement alone is sufficient. 
Q-36. What is the P’s position from the left end of a row 

of thirty children?
 I.  Q is tenth from the right end of the row and 

there are five children between Q and P.
 II.  There are nine children between P and M.
Q-37.   Among P, Q, R, S and T each having a different 

height, who is the shortest?
 I.   Q and R are taller than P and T.
 II.  S is shorter than P but taller than T.
Q-38.   How is ‘Ever’ written in a code language?
 I. ‘Ever do this’ is written as ‘Pa da na’ in that 

code language and ‘do this again’ is written as 
‘na ka da’ in that code language.

 II. ‘Always do this’ is written as ‘ma pa ja’ in that 
code language.

Q-39.  Four person P, Q, T, U sit around a circular table, 
in which direction they are facing  (Either towards 
centre or opposite the centre)?

 I.  T is opposite to U, and T is first to the right of Q. 
 II. P is first to the left of U and second to the left of Q.
Q.40.  In a certain code language ASSASSINATION is written 

as SSASSAITANNOI and COMMUNICATION 
is written as MOCNUMITACNOI then how 
will ABORTIFACIENT be written in that code 
language?

  (1)  OBATIRFACIENT (2)  OBAITRFICATNE
 (3)  OBAITRCATNEFI  (4)  ENTACIFRTIABO
 (5)  None of these

Shuttler PV Sindhu became the 2nd Indian to win a Silver medal at the Badminton World Championships.
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Q.41-45.What should come at place of question mark(?) in 
the following number series? 

Q.41. 18         27  54  135  ?
 (1) 355  (2) 405  (3) 280
 (4) 275  (5) 424 
Q.42. 112      122        ?        150        174        214
 (1) 136 (2) 140  (3) 134
 (4) 145 (5) 130
Q.43. 20        70         132        ?         340        510
 (1) 172 (2) 200  (3) 255
 (4) 218 (5) 196
Q.44. 44          49 108 339   ?
 (1) 780 (2) 1376  (3) 640
 (4) 920 (5) 540
Q.45. 3           11 31 69 ?
 (1) 131 (2) 135  (3) 128
 (4) 119 (5) 97
Q.46-50. Read the following information carefully to answer 

the questions asked-
 Following pie chart shows the percentage distribution 

of players playing different games.
  Total players = 3500

 

Cricket
28%

Basketball
12%

Vollyball
20%

Tennis
18%

Football
22%

  Male Players = 2000

 

Cricket
32%

Basketball
12%Vollyball

25%

Tennis
17%

Football
14%

Q.46. Find the number of female football players.
 (1) 290 (2) 190  (3) 490
 (4) 380 (5) None of these
Q.47. Find the central angle of cricket players.
 (1) 97.2o (2) 96.4o  (3) 100.8o

 (4) 112o (5) 107.8o

Q.48. Find the ratio between number of male basketball 
players and number of female basketball players.

 (1) 4 : 3 (2) 5 : 4  (3) 8 : 3
 (4) 9 : 5 (5) None of these
Q.49. Number of female tennis player is how much 

percent more than number of female vollyball 
players?

 (1) 80% (2) 30%  (3) 90%
 (4) 45% (5) 60%
Q.50. Find the average of female players playing tennis, 

football and basketball players.
 (1) 330 (2) 250  (3) 315
 (4) 295 (5) 320
Q.51-55. In the following questions find the value of variables 

and state the correct relationship between them.
Q.51. x2 – 21x+68 = 0,  y2 + 11y–42=0
 I.  x > y     II.  x > y        III.  x < y       IV.  x < y
 V.  x = y or relationship can’t be established.
Q.52. x3 = 300 y3 = 400
 I.  x > y      II.  x > y       III. x < y       IV.  x < y
 V.  x = y or relationship can’t be established.
Q.53. x2 – 3x – 180 = 0, y2 + 22y+120 = 0
 I. x > y      II.  x > y       III. x < y       IV.  x < y
 V.  x = y or relationship can’t be established.
Q.54. x2 – 5.4x + 7.2 = 0,  y2 – 7.2y +12.8 =0 
 I. x > y      II.  x > y        III. x < y       IV.  x < y
 V.  x = y or relationship can’t be established.
Q.55. x2 + 1.2x – 6.93 = 0,  y2 – 7.5y + 13.86 = 0 
 I. x > y       II.  x > y       III. x < y       IV.  x < y
 V.  x = y or relationship can’t be established.
Q.56. Concentration of two HCL solutions are 30% and 

80% respectively. What part of first solution should 
be taken out and replaced with second solution so 
that its concentration becomes 50%.

NUMERICAL ABILITY

South Korea, North Korea and India celebrate their Independence Day on the same day (15th of August). 
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 (1) 2
5

 (2) 1
5

  (3) 
1
2

 (4) 
3
4  (5) None of these

Q.57. A started a business by investing Rs. 23400. After 5 
months B also joined him with an investment of Rs. 
26000. After another 3 months C also joined them 
with an investment of Rs. 19500. If at the end of 20 
months B received Rs. 18000 as him profit share 
find profit share of A.

 (1) 18500 (2) 21600 (3) 17500
 (4) 19600 (5) None of these
Q.58. If compound interest of second year is Rs. 540 and 

compound interest of third year is Rs. 648. Find 
principal.

 (1) 2250 (2) 2450  (3) 2650
 (4) 2050 (5) None of these
Q.59. Two dice are rolled simultaneously find the 

probability of getting their sum a multiple of 4 but 
not of 3.

 (1) 2
9

 (2) 1
3

  (3) 
1
9

 (4) 5
12

 (5) None of these

Q.60. Pipe A and pipe B can fill a tank in 36 hours and 
24 hours respectively whereas pipe C can empty 
the tank in 60 hours. All pipes are opened together 
but after x hours pipe C is closed and tank in filled 
completely in 18 hours. Find the value of x.   

 (1) 10 (2) 12  (3) 15
 (4) 8 (5) 9
Q.61. Bowling average of a bowler was 17.8 run per 

wicket. In next match he has taken 5 wickets 
and spend 81 runs thus his new bowling average 
becomes 17.6 run per wicket. Find the total number 
of wickets taken by him till now. 

 (1) 40 (2) 42  (3) 48
 (4) 50 (5) 35
Q.62. Alloy A consist of Iron, copper and zinc in the ratio 

5 : 2 : 3 whereas alloy B consist of Iron and copper 
in the ratio 5 : 3. If equal quantity of both alloys 
are mixed together what will be the ratio of Iron, 
copper and zink in resultant alloy ?

 (1) 11 : 18 : 27  (2) 45 : 12 : 23
 (3) 23 : 45 : 12  (4) 45 : 23 : 12
 (5) None of these

Q.63. A shopkeeper sells an item at 12.5% profit. If the cost 
price of item is reduced by 37.5% and selling price 
is recuded by Rs. 60 new profit percent becomes 
56%. Find the cost price of article.

 (1) Rs. 300 (2) Rs. 400 (3) Rs. 350

 (4) Rs. 450 (5) None of these

Q.64. In the following figure ∆ABC is an equilateral 
triangle whose side is 14cm long. Find the area of 
shaded portion.

 

B

CA

 (1) ( )7 11– 2 3 cm.2 (2) ( )7 7 3 – 11 cm.2

 (3) ( )7 11– 7 3 cm.2 (4) ( )14 5 – 3 cm.2

 (5) None of these

Q.65. A person spends 12.5% of his salary on rent, 25% 
of his salary on education, 20% of his salary on 

food and 
1
3

part of remaining on bill payment. 

If he is left with Rs. 11900. Find the salary of 

person.

 (1) Rs. 42000  (2) Rs. 30000

 (3) Rs. 40000  (4) Rs. 45000

 (5) None of these

Q.66-70.What approx value should come at place of question 
mark (?) in the following questions? 

Q.66. 84.122 + 7.993 – 18.082 = ?3

 (1) 11     (2) 15 (3) 19 (4) 27 (5) 32

Q.67. 148.77% of 941.47–79.84% of 672.11 = ?2

 (1) 45     (2) 29 (3) 122 (4) 74 (5) 18

Q.68. 72943+84289– 173×29 = ?

 (1) 178200 (2) 151300 (3) 154200 
(4) 153600 (5) 152200

Q.69. 19×27+292.02% of 145 = ? % of 398.77

 (1) 290   (2) 320 (3) 480 (4) 170 (5) 230

Q.70. 161 5 +?% of 960 = 1058–124

 (1) 60     (2) 45 (3) 35 (4) 28 (5) 72

Spain based Real Madrid defeated Manchester United 2-1 to lift their 4th UEFA Super Cup title. 
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Q.71-75. Read the following information carefully to answer 
the questions asked.

 Following table chart is related to the performance 
of 5 batsman in a tournament. Some informations 
are missing, find their values accordingly.

Batsman      No. of         Average  Total balls       strike 
       matches      runs  faced          Rate
       played
Ganguly       40               35  -----          87.5
Sachin        ---              50  -----          125
Sehwag        30              52  -----          130
Dravid         ---             38  950           112
Laxman        35              ---  2000           -----
Q.71. Find the total balls faced by Ganguly?
 (1) 1400   (2) 720     (3) 1500    (4) 1600     (5) 1750
Q.72. Find the difference between number of matches 

played between Dravid and Laxman?
 (1) 7          (2) 5     (3) 9       (4) 4         (5) 8
Q.73. Find the strike rate of Laxman if his batting average 

is 40 run.
 (1) 90        (2) 65     (3) 70       (4) 87.5    (5) 72
Q.74. Find the ratio between number of balls faced by 

Sehwag and Ganguly.
 (1) 4 : 3 (2) 3 : 4  (3) 4 : 5
 (4) 5 : 4 (5) None of these
Q.75. If the number of balls played by Sachin is 720 more 

than the number of balls faced by Sehwag then find 
the number of matches played by Sachin.?

 (1) 42        (2) 50       (3) 46       (4) 48     (5) 60
Q.76.  Rajesh took Rs. 38400 from Seema at 10% rate 

of simple interest and give it to Suresh who gives 
12.5% p.a. rate of compound interest . If Rajesh 
gives the money to Suresh for 3 years and return to 

Seema immediately. Find the profit of Rajesh.
 (1) 4252 (2) 3852.5 (3) 4500  
 (4) 4755    (5) None of these 
Q.77. Anjan is friend of Mukul and the ratio of their 

work efficiency is 7 : 5. Working together they 
complete 40% work in 8 days and remaining work 
is completed by Anjan. If for doing work Anjan 
received Rs. 24000. Find the amount that Mukul 
will recieve.

  (1) Rs. 5000  (2) Rs. 4500  (3) Rs. 4800 
 (4) Rs. 4200  (5) None of these 
Q.78.  12 women and 8 boys can earn Rs.13640 in 11 days. 

6 women and 10 boys can earn Rs.13800 in 15 days. 
In how many days will 10 women and 15 boys earn 
Rs.8700?

 (1) 4 Days (2) 6 Days   (3) 5  Days
 (4) 8 days (5) None of these
Q.79.  A man covered a certain distance at some speed. If 

he increases his speed by 4km/h. then he reachees 
9
2

min early. If he decreases his speed by 6 km/h 

then he reaches 8 min late. Find the distance? 
  (1) 72 km (2) 40 km (3) 50 km 

(4) 45 km (5) 60 km 
Q.80.  Ramesh and Suresh started a partnership with an 

initial investment of Rs 41400 and Rs 55200. After 

few months Mohan also joined with an 
2

16 %
3

 

investment less than to that of B. If after 15 months 

Mohan claimed 
16
79

 of total profit, then after how 

many months did Mohan joined?
 (1) 6 months (2) 7 months  (3) 8 months
 (4) 12 months       (5) None of these

Sri Lanka has signed a $1.1-billion deal to lease its southern Hambantota port to China. 
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Swiss president Doris Leuthard was on 3-day visit to India. 

Q.81. Which country has topped the recently released 
IPSOS MORI survey of Countries with positive 
influence on global affairs?

 (1) China  (2) Iran    (3) Israel
 (4) India   (5) Canada  
Q.82. Who has inaugurated the “YUVA” – a programme 

and an initiative by Delhi Police under Pradhan 
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana?

 (1) Smriti Irani    (2) Rajnath Singh
 (3) Narendra Singh Tomar (4) Harsh Vardhan
 (5) Jual Oram
Q.83. Indian Police contingent has won _________ during 

the recent World Police & Fire Games held in the 
US.

 (1) 321 Medals    (2) 323 Medals  
 (3) 311 Medals    (4) 315 Medals  
 (5) 312 Medals  
Q.84. Which state has launched unified health scheme 

‘Arogya Bhagya‘?
 (1) Madhya Pradesh   (2) Karnataka  
 (3) Bihar    (4) Uttar Pradesh 
 (5) Gujarat  
Q.85. Who has inaugurated 1.4-kilometre long hanging 

bridge across the river Chambal in Rajasthan’s 
Kota?

 (1) Rajnath Singh   (2) Smriti Irani  
 (3) Narendra Modi   (4) Kalyan Singh  
 (5) Vasundhara Raje  
Q.86. Which player has defeated Timo Boll in the Czech 

Open final to become the youngest winner of an 
ITTF men’s singles tournament?

 (1) Tomokazu Harimoto   (2) Kei Nishikori  
 (3) Junn Mitsuhashi   (4) Timo Boll  
 (5) Leander Paes 
Q.87. Who has appointed by Tata Group’s Indian Hotels 

Company, Taj Hotels Resorts and Palaces, as MD & 
CEO?

 (1) Ajay Piramal   (2) Amit Chandra 
 (3) N Chandrasekaran   (4) Puneet Chhatwal  
 (5) Vijay Singh  
Q.88.  Who has been reappointed as the MD & CEO of BSE?
 (1) Ashish Chauhan   (2) Madhu Kannan 

 (3) Chitra Ramkrishna   (4) Kanwal Rekhi  
 (5) V Narendran 
Q.89. Who took charge as the chairman and managing 

director of Small Industries development Bank of 
India (SIDBI)?

 (1) Rakesh Jain   (2) Mohammad Mustafa
 (3) Rahul Kumar  (4) Arjun Verma  
 (5) Gagan Sharma  
Q.90. __________ registered its first ever Test win over 

Australia after defeating them by 20 runs.
 (1) China   (2) Kenya   (3) Zimbabwe
 (4) Afghanistan   (5) Bangladesh  
Q.91. What is the capital of Myanmar?
 (1) Dushanbe  (2) Tashkent  (3) Kathmandu
 (4) Nay Pyi Daw (5) Dhaka 
Q.92. Which Bank has approved USD 1.4 billion loans for 

sustainable development projects in China, India 
and Russia?

 (1) ADB  (2) AIIB   (3) NDB 
 (4) IMF  (5) WORLD BANK 
Q.93. The Union cabinet approved a MOU between 

India and ____________ to set up USD 40 million 
fund for industrial research and technological 
innovation.

 (1) Israel  (2) Brazil   (3) Australia 
 (4) Germany  (5) France 
Q.94. Who has taken over as Secretary to the Government 

of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs?
 (1) Hasmukh Adhia  (2) Rajiv Gauba
 (3) Rajiv Mehrishi  (4) L. C. Goyal 
 (5) Ashok Lavasa 
Q.95. Who has been appointed as Indian High 

Commissioner to Cyprus?
 (1) Ranjit Sinha   (2) Alok Verma
 (3) Sant Singh   (4) R K Raghavan
 (5) Ashwani Kumar 
Q.96. Who has become the 1st woman player from Jharkhand 

who has been awarded Dhyan Chand Award 2017?
 (1) Samurai Tete  (2) Navjot Kaur
 (3) Monika Malik  (4) Poonam Rani
 (5) Vandana Kataria 

GENERAL AWARENESS
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The 7th Meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) was held in New Delhi.

Q.97. India and __________ signed two agreements 
including technical cooperation in the field of railways.

 (1) Japan   (2) Israel    (3) Russia 
 (4) China   (5) Switzerland  
Q.98.  Who has been appointed by Tyre major Bridgestone 

as its brand ambassador?
 (1) Saina Nehwal  (2) P V Sindhu
 (3) Jitu Rai   (4) Viral Kohli
 (5) M S Dhoni 
Q.99. Which Bank has been given scheduled bank status 

by RBI?
 (1) Janalakshmi   (2) Suryoday
 (3) Utkarsh   (4) Ujjivan
 (5) Disha 
Q.100. Who has been rewarded with the prestigious 

Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Award?
 (1) Microsoft    (2) Birla Foundation
 (3) Reliance Foundation   (4) Tata Sons
 (5) Sahara Group  
Q.101. Who has been appointed as the Comptroller and 

Auditor General of India?
 (1) Shashi Kant Sharma (2) Rajiv Mehrishi
 (3) Rajiv Gauba  (4) Vinod Rai
 (5) V. K. Shunglu
Q.102. Who has been appointed as the Election 

Commissioner of India?
 (1) Nasim Zaidi  (2) Achal Kumar Joti
 (3) Sunil Arora  (4) H. S. Brahma
 (5) S. Y. Quraishi
Q.103. Who took over as the vice-chairman of government 

think tank Niti Aayog?
 (1) Vinod Paul  (2) Arvind Panagariya
 (3) Bibek Debroy (4) Amitabh Kant
 (5) Rajiv Kumar
Q.104. According to The Central Statistics Office (CSO) 

GDP slumped to a three-year low of _______for 
the First Quarter of the financial year 2017-18.

 (1) 5.7 Per Cent  (2) 5.4 Per Cent
 (3) 5.5 Per Cent  (4) 5.9 Per Cent
 (5) 5.8 Per Cent
Q.105. Which Indian player has won the bronze medal at 

the World Boxing Championships 2017 at Hamburg, 
Germany?

 (1) Vijender Singh (2) Shiva Thapa
 (3) Manoj Kumar (4) Gaurav Bidhuri
 (5) Amit Phangal
Q.106. Who has been appointed as the Chief   Executive of 

the Heavy Water Board?
 (1) S Fareedudin  (2) U Kamachi Mudali 
 (3) A K Bhaduri  (4) K S Bimbhat
 (5) P G Deshpande
Q.107. Who has been appointed as the acting president of 

Singapore?
 (1) S R Nathan  (2) Tony Tan Keng Yam
 (3) J Y Pillay  (4) Ravi Verma
 (5) Vinay Raj
Q.108. CSIR has been ranked ______ best government 

Organisation in the world according to Scimago 
Institutions Ranking World Report 2017.

 (1) 15TH (2) 12TH  (3) 7TH
 (4) 4TH (5) 9TH
Q.109. Who has been appointed as the Joint Managing 

Director and CEO of DHFL?
 (1) Rahul Ghosh  (2) Harshil Mehta
 (3) Kapil Wadhawan (4) Kapil Jain
 (5) Sunil Verma
Q.110. With which Bank, Solar energy services company 

Freyr Energy has tied up to offer term loans?
 (1) Dena Bank  (2) SBI
 (3) United Bank  (4) Union Bank
 (5) Axis Bank
Q.111. Who has been appointed as the new Chairperson of 

Central Board of Secondary Education?
 (1) Saurabh Sharma (2) Rahul Ghosh
 (3) Vipin Goyal  (4) Anita Karwal
 (5) Rajesh Kumar Chaturvedi
Q.112. In which city the world’s tallest sandcastle has been 

built?
 (1) Berlin (2) Paris  (3) Duisburg
 (4) Havana (5) Accra
Q.113. Who has become the first full time woman Defence 

Minister of India?
 (1) Nirmala Sitharaman (2) Sushma Swaraj
 (3) Smriti Irani  (4) Uma Bharti
 (5) Najma Heptulla



RRB Clerk MAINS

95

MOdEL pApER 2017

NOVEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

The Baltic nation of Estonia will start its own virtual currency called ‘estcoin’ to boost its economy. 

Q.114. Who has been appointed as the new railway minister 
of India?

 (1) Narendra Singh Tomar (2) Arun Jaitley
 (3) Raj Kumar Singh (4) Suresh Prabhu
 (5) Piyush Goyal
Q.115. What is the Name of New Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship Minister?
 (1) Rajiv Pratap Rudy
 (2) Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
 (3) Dharmendra Pradhan 
 (4) Raj Kumar Singh
 (5) Piyush Goyal
Q.116. Making India Awesome is the book by renowned 

author ------. 
 (1) Chetan Bhagat  (2) Robin Sharma 
 (3) Preeti Shenoy  (4) A.P. Mishra 
 (5) Jhumpa Lahiri 

Q.117. Who among the following is most benefited from 
Inflation?

 (1) Pensioner   
 (2) Debtor
 (3) Government Pensioner  
 (4) Savings Bank Account holder
 (5) None of these 
Q.118. In which of the following state Sariska Tiger 

Reserve is located? 
 (1) Rajasthan   (2) Himachal Pradesh  
 (3) Tripura    (4) Uttar Pradesh  
 (5) Uttarakhand
Q.119. Chandipur missile test range is located in which of 

the following state?
 (1) Odisha  (2) Rajasthan    (3) Tamil Nadu
 (4) Telangana  (5) Karnataka 
Q.120. Which of the following is the capital of Norway?
 (1) Dili   (2) Oslo   (3) Addis Ababa  
 (4) Muscat (5) Havana 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.121-125. Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words have been printed in bold to help you 
locate them while answering some questions.

 Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman said China 
was “firmly opposed” to the U.S. diplomat’s 
actions, which he said would “damage the hard-
earned peace and tranquility of the China-India 
border region.” “Any responsible third party should 
respect efforts by China and India to seek peaceful 
and stable reconciliation, and not the opposite,” 
Mr. Lu told a regular press briefing.

 China admonished the United States for sending its 
ambassador in India Richard Verma to Arunachal 
Pradesh, warning that a third party’s meddling would 
only complicate the dispute between Beijing and 
New Delhi. Rebuffing China for the objection, India 
said that there was “nothing unusual” about his trip to 
a State that was an integral part of the country.

 “The U.S. Ambassador visited Arunachal Pradesh, 
a State which is an integral part of the country to 
which he is accredited. There is nothing unusual in 
it. He posted photos on his Twitter account on of his 
recent trip to Arunachal Pradesh, thanking Indian 
officials for their “warm hospitality” and calling 
the region a “magical place. China claims more than 
90,000 sq km of territory disputed by India in the 
eastern sector of the Himalayas. Much of that forms 
the Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh, which China 
calls South Tibet.           

 We urge the United States to stop getting involved 
in the China-India territorial dispute and do more 
to benefit this region’s peace and tranquility, he 
said, adding that China and India were handling the 
matter appropriately through talks. A spokesman 
for India’s Ministry of External Affairs was not 
immediately available for comment.

 Disagreement between the nuclear-armed 
neighbours over parts of their 3,500-km border led 
to a brief war in 1962. The countries have moved 
to control the dispute, but repeated rounds of talks 
have failed to make much progress.

 India says China occupies 38,000 square kilometers 
of its territory on the Aksai Chin plateau in the 
west, and is also suspicious of China’s support for 
its arch-rival, Pakistan. Tensions occasionally flare 
over the disputed border.

Q.121. Why did China object the visit of Richard as per the 
passage mentioned above?

 (1) Because the third party might complicate the 
situation.

 (2) Because China claims Arunachal Pradesh its region
 (3) Because China is afraid that USA might help 

India fight against China
 (4) Because Richard had always been an obstacle 

for the betterment of China
 (5) Because China and India’s border is not 

disputed any longer.
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The Bengaluru Airport, with Thumby Aviation Private Limited, will have India’s first helicopter-taxi service.

Q.122. What do you comprehend by “Hard Earned Peace” 
according to the passage?

 (1) Peace that has not been established yet
 (2) Peace to be achieved
 (3) Peace that has been hardly earned
 (4) Peace that is established with very efforts
 (5) Very costly peace
Q.123. Which of the following is false according to the 

passage?
 A. China occupies 3500 Km of India’s territory
 B. China and India always keep serenity over 

border
 C. US Envoy did not enjoy his visit to Arunachal 

Pradesh
 (1) Only A    (2) Only B
 (3) Only C    (4) Only A and B
 (5) All A,B and C
Q.124. Which part of South Tibet is claimed by China, as 

per the passage mentioned?
 (1) Arunachal Pradesh
 (2) Eastern sector of Himalayas
 (3) Aksai chin of plateau
 (4) Bhutan
 (5) Pakistani border
Q.125. According to the passage why did the US envoy 

visit Arunachal Pradesh?
 (1) To see what is unusual
 (2) To warn China
 (3) To have a cup of tea
 (4) To see the border 
 (5) To amuse himself
Q.126. Why was the spokesman for India’s Ministry of 

External Affairs not available to comment over the 
China’s spokesperson’s statement?

 (1) He didn’t have any comment
 (2) He was in no mood to respond
 (3) He was afraid of China
 (4) He was not prepared well
 (5) Not mentioned in the passage
Q.127. Which of the following is exactly the same of 

ADMONISH?
 (1) To add (2) Warn  (3) Approve

 (4) Atone (5) Move
Q.128. What is the meaning of WARM according to 

passage?
 (1) Hot (2) Cool  (3) Cordial
 (4) Near (5) Abominable
Q.129. Which of the followings is the opposite of 

REBUFFING? 
 (1) Rejecting (2) Cheat  (3) Driving
 (4) Proposing (5) Akin
Q.130. Which of the following is the opposite of 

RECONCILIATION?
 (1) Balancing (2) Goal  (3) Equilibrate
 (4) Weird (5) Instability
Q.131-135. Which of the Phrases (1), (2) (3) and (4) given 

below each sentence should replace the phrases printed 
in bold in the sentence to make it grammatically 
correct. If the sentence is correct as it is given and no 
correction is required, mark (5) as the answer.

Q.131. Expanding its dedicated e-rickshaw service for metro 
commuters, the DMRC launched 500 such green 
vehicles which would operate in Gurgaon to provided 
last-mile connectivity in the millennium city.

 (1) in Gurgaon in provides last-mile connectivity 
inn the

 (2) for Gurgaon at providing last-mile connectivity 
in the

 (3) in Gurgaon to provide last-mile connectivity in the
 (4) with Gurgaon to provide last-mile connect at the
 (5) No Correction Required
Q.132. TRAI is a recommendatory body, whereas a 

electricity commissions are still trying to get 
authority over their forward markets. 

 (1) whereas the electricity commission are still 
trying

 (2) whereas the electricity commissions are still trying
 (3) when the electricity commissions are trying
 (4) whereas the electric commissions is still try
 (5) No Correction Required
Q.133. Vistara, a joint venture between Tata group and 

Singapore Airlines, announced an additional daily 
flight between Delhi and Kolkata during the 
festive seasons.

 (1) between Delhi or  Kolkata during the festive 
seasons

 (2) among Delhi and Kolkata during the festive seasons
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Government has made Aadhaar mandatory for the registration of deaths from October 1, 2017.  

 (3) between Delhi and Kolkata alongwith the 
festive seasons

 (4) between Delhi and Kolkata during the festive 
seasonal

 (5) No Correction Required
Q.134. The intention behind creating independency 

regulatory commissions was to introduce 
transparency in government decisions.

 (1) creates independent regulatory commissions 
 (2) be creating independency regulatory commissions 
 (3) was creating independent regulatory commissions 
 (4) was created independent regulatory commissions 

was
 (5) No Correction Required
Q.135. Newly sworn-in union ministers assumed charge 

of their offices, listing priority areas and vowing 
to carry forward the NDA’s agenda off working 
towards building a new India.

 (1) agenda of working towards building a newly
 (2) agenda of working towards building a new
 (3) agenda a work towards building a new
 (4) agenda of working toward builds a new
 (5) No Correction Required
Q.136-145. Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words have been printed in bold to help you 
locate them while answering some questions.

 Prime Minister’s move to curb unaccounted cash, 
or black money, circulating in the Indian economy  
by withdraing the highest-value currency notes 
of Rs. 500 and Rs. 1,000 as legal tender within 
three-odd hours of the announcement, is a bold 
one. He invoked provocative imagery to explain 
the measure — of corrupt officials stashing kilos 
of ill-gained cash under their mattresses, and 
such illicit black money fuelling inflation as well 
as terrorism. He pointed out how difficult it is for 
honest taxpayers to buy a house as the real estate 
sector seldom operates without a cash component, 
some of which finds its way to political funding. 
The increase in the circulation of these notes in 
the past five years has been disproportionate to the 
economy’s growth. The introduction of new Rs.500 
and Rs.2,000 notes, the government argues, would 
not only check counterfeit currency, a problem that 
has assumed serious dimensions, but also purge 
India’s economy of the black wealth amassed in 
the form of high-value notes. Any decision like this 

needs to be sudden, and it is not surprising that it 
has caused hardship as people scramble to get notes 
of smaller denomination for daily expenditure. The 
only defence for this is that the larger public purpose 
outweighs the immediate difficulties.

 Having promised during the 2014 election campaign 
to bring back black money worth lakhs of crores 
supposedly stashed abroad, the NDA government 
has been under pressure to do something dramatic. 
The two amnesty schemes it launched over the past 
year, including one for foreign assets, didn’t yield 
anything near the 23.2 per cent of GDP that the World 
Bank had estimated India’s shadow economy to be 
in 2007. Today that would be nearly $479 billion 
in unaccounted wealth, according to rating agency 
Crisil. While there will be pain and confusion in the 
short term for common people and the economy, a 
disruptive measure was perhaps the only way to shake 
up the system to a new compliance normal. But the 
Centre must ensure that no poor person is saddled with 
old, useless notes due to the lack of official identity 
documents or a bank account, and avoid putting to 
disadvantage older citizens unable to visit a bank 
repeatedly to exchange high-value notes. It should 
find ways to check black money parked in benami 
properties (possibly through a digital land and realty 
inventory) and gold. There must also be administrative 
and electoral reforms to advance digital payments and 
eliminate the prospect of the new currency regime 
spawning the ghost economy afresh.

Q.136. Which of the following statements is/are NOT 
TRUE according to the passage?

 A. Having promised during the 2014 election 
campaign to bring back black money worth 
lakhs of crores supposedly stashed abroad, the 
government has not been under pressure to do 
something dramatic.

 B. The Centre must ensure that no poor person is 
saddled with new.

 C. Prime minister invoked provocative imagery to 
explain the measure of corrupt officials stashing 
kilos of ill-gained cash under their shoes.

 (1) All A, B and C  (2) Only A and B
 (3) Only B    (4) Only C
 (5) Only B and C
Q.137. Which of the following statements is/are TRUE 

according to the passage?
 A. The increase in the circulation of notes of 

Rs.500 and Rs.1,000 in the past five years has 
been disproportionate to the economy’s growth.
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 B. Having promised during the 2014 election 
campaign to bring back black money worth 
lakhs of crores supposedly stashed abroad, 
the government has been under pressure to do 
something dramatic.

 C. Prime Minister’s move to curb unaccounted 
cash, or black money, circulating in the Indian 
economy by withdrawing the highest-value 
currency notes of Rs. 500 and Rs. 1,000 as 
legal tender, is a bold one.

 (1) All A, B and C  (2) Only B and C
 (3) Only A and C   (4) Only A
 (5) Only B
Q.138. Choose the most appropriate title of the passage?
 (1) Black money vs White money
 (2) A method in the shock therapy
 (3) The ghost economy afresh
 (4) The economical issues
 (5) Digital payments
Q.139. Why should administrative and electoral reforms 

require?
 A. To advance digital payments.
 B. To eliminate the prospect of the new currency 

regime spawning the ghost economy afresh.
 C. To take action against non-taxpayers.
 (1) All A, B and C  (2) Only B and C
 (3) Only A and B   (4) Only C
 (5) Only A
Q.140. What effect has been discussed on the basis of kilos 

of ill-gained cash?
 A. Such illicit black money fuelling inflation as 

well as terrorism.
 B. Such illicit black money curbing inflation as 

well as terrorism.
 C. Such illicit black money depleting inflation as 

well as terrorism.
 (1) Only A    (2) Only B
 (3) Only B and C  (4) Only C
 (5) Only C and A
Q.141. According to the Prime Minister what difficulty has 

been faced by honest taxpayers?
 A. It is difficult for honest taxpayer to buy a house.
 B. It is difficult for honest taxpayer to visit a bank 

repeatedly to exchange high-value notes.

 C. It is difficult for honest taxpayer to get notes of 
smaller denomination for daily expenditure.

 (1) All A, B and C  (2) Only B
 (3) Only A    (4) Only B and C
 (5) Only A and B
Q.142. Choose the word most SIMILAR in meaning to the 

word printed in bold, as used in the passage.
 Invoked
 (1) Replied (2) Answering (3) Beseeched
 (4) Crave (5) Pray
Q.143. Choose the word most SIMILAR in meaning to the 

word printed in bold, as used in the passage.
 Disruptive
 (1) Disturbing (2) Soothing (3) Disciplined
 (4) Clutter (5) System
Q.144. Choose the word which is most nearly the 

OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in bold 
as used in the passage.

 Stashed
 (1) Need (2) Debt  (3) Lack
 (4) Aggregation (5) Stored
Q.145. Choose the word which is most nearly the 

OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in bold 
as used in the passage.

 Provocative
 (1) Suppressive  (2) Galling (3) Insulting
 (4) Inciting  (5) Exciting
Q.146-153. In the following passage there are blanks 

each of which has been numbered as well as 
filled with a word which may be appropriate in 
context of the passage or maybe not. If the word 
highlighted is incorrect and needs improvement 
then choose any one option suggested given 
below. But if the given word is correct and 
requires no change then mark (5) i.e. no change 
required as your answer.

 Terrorism is a source of constant tension for the public. 
If this is checked, the wasteful production _____ 
(146) on the huge and growing police forces would 
decline and more would be available for development. 
No wonder many in the public are supporting the 
moves. The point is whether these objectives can be 
achieved via the invoicing _____ (147) announced.

 Hostile ____ (148) currency is used to finance terrorist 
activities. But each such note can be used only once 
to finance the activity. It is constantly generated by 
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those financing the terrorist activities. So, owing ___ 
(149) counterfeit currency one time is not going to 
stop this activity. Its fresh printing has to be painted  
_______ (150). State actors who were printing such 
currency could continue to do so. If the old notes 
could be counterfeited, so can the new ones even if 
new activity ______ (151) are introduced. Terrorism 
is a continuing activity and not a one-shot matter. It 
could also be blends _____ (152) with dollars or gold 
or narcotic drug trafficking, as is often the case.

 To check the large and growing black economy in 
the country, there is need for aside _______ (153) 
clarity about what one is dealing with. Just like 
from our white incomes we make savings and a part 
of that is held as cash for daily requirements and 
for an emergency, out of the black incomes, too, 
people make savings and hold it in different forms, 
one of which is cash. Here also, as in the case of the 
white economy, cash is used in businesses, by shop-
keepers, banquet hall owners, jewelers and the like.

Q.146. Choose the correct option for (146)
 (1) reimbursement  (2) payments
 (3) materials    (4) expenditure
 (5) No change required
Q.147. Choose the correct option for (147)
 (1) root    (2) demonetisation
 (3) decision    (4) expression
 (5) No change required
Q.148. Choose the correct option for (148)
 (1) horrendous (2) unsavoury (3) counterfeit
 (4) vindictive (5) No change required
Q.149. Choose the correct option for (149)
 (1) gone (2) extinguishing (3) one’s
 (4) continuing (5) No change required
Q.150. Choose the correct option for (150)
 (1) minute (2) tackled (3) face
 (4) tolerating (5) No change required
Q.151. Choose the correct option for (151)
 (1) continuous (2) saving (3) barter
 (4) features (5) No change required
Q.152. Choose the correct option for (152)
 (1) mix (2) financed (3) fleece
 (4) pay (5) No change required
Q.153. Choose the correct option for (153)
 (1) surely (2) change (3) conceptual
 (4) widening (5) No change required
Q.154-158. Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), 

(C), (D), (E) and (F) in the proper sequence to 

form a meaningful paragraph, then answer the 
questions given below them.

A. These are flat levelised costs for 25 years with no 
further revisions. 

B. Renewable power, both solar and wind, is already 
cheaper than polluting coal-based power.

C. Have a single paisa of outflow from government 
finances. 

D. Which may vary over the years depending on how 
coal prices fluctuate.

E. The recent auctions of Rs 2.44/kwh (solar) and Rs 
3.46/kwh (wind) did not 

F. This compares to NTPC’s current average cost of 
thermal power of Rs 3.20/kwh,

Q.154. Which of the following is the FIRST sentence after 
rearrangement?

 (1) E  (2) B   (3) A  (4) F   (5) C
Q.155. Which of the following is the THIRD sentence 

after rearrangement?
 (1) D  (2) B   (3) A  (4) F   (5) C
Q.156. Which of the following is the FOURTH sentence 

after rearrangement?
 (1) E  (2) D   (3) A  (4) B   (5) C
Q.157. Which of the following is the LAST sentence after 

rearrangement?
 (1) E  (2) B   (3) A  (4) C   (5) D
Q.158. Which of the following is the SECOND sentence 

after rearrangement?
 (1) F  (2) B   (3) A  (4) E   (5) C
Q.159-160. In each of the following sentences there are 

two blank spaces. Below each five pairs of words 
have been denoted by numbers (1), (2), (3), (4) and 
(5). Find out which pair of words can be filled in the 
blanks in order to make a meaningful sentence.

Q.159. The government told the Supreme Court that 
Parliament, in its wisdom, had taken a ____ (1) 
decision to keep the age limit of ____ (2) marriage 
between 15 and 18 years in case of girls.

 (1) conscious- voidable (2) fool-voidable
 (3) imaginary-voidable (4) like-voidable
 (5) approach-voidable
Q.160. In an ____ (1) to speed-up projects, the Home 

Ministry has given financial powers to the joint 
secretaries who can now spend up to Rs 50 crore for  
_____ (2) works and purchasing land.

 (1) importance-many  (2) effort- executing
 (3) amend-taking   (4) urge-get
 (5) upright-execute
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COMPUTER
Q.161. A person who used his or expertise to gain access to 

other peoples computers to get information illegally 
or do damage is

 (1) Hacker   (2) Analyst 
 (3) Instant messenger (4) Programmer
 (5) Spammer
Q.162.  The most common type of storage devices are_____
 (1) persistence (2) optical  (3) magnetic
 (4) flash (5) cache
Q.163.  Codes consisting of lines of varying widths or lengths 

that are computer readable are known as_____
 (1) an ASCII Code  (2) a magnetic type
 (3) an OCR scanner  (4) a bar code
 (5) none of these
Q.164.  Part number, part description, and number of parts 

ordered are examples of_______
 (1) control (2) output  (3) processing
 (4) feedback (5) input
Q.165.  To access properties of an object, the mouse 

technique to use is __________
 (1) dragging (2) dropping (3) right-clicking
 (4) shift-clicking (5) none of these
Q.166.  Computers used the__________ number systems to 

store data and perform calculations
 (1) binary (2) octal  (3) decimal
 (4) hexadecimal (5) none of these
Q.167.  What type of cable uses light waves to carry 

information at high speed?
 (1) Cable modems  (2) Wireless cables
 (3) fiber-optic cables  (4) Phone lines 
 (5) None of these
Q.168.  Which type of media has the longest maximum 

distance?
 (1) Twisted pair   (2) Coaxial cable
 (3) Wireless   (4) Fiber-optic
 (5) UTP
Q.169.  The rules for exchanging data between a terminal 

and one or more computers is known as a(n):
 (1) procedure (2) algorithm (3) set of laws
 (4) protocol (5) Transmission
Q.170.  In a client/server environment, most or all of the 

network operating system resides on the:
 (1) Client machine  (2) Server computer
 (3) CD   (4) Mainframe
 (5) Database computer
Q.171.  The network configuration that allows every 

computer to act as both a client and a server is a:
 (1) client/server model. (2) host system 

 (3) server network  (4) peer-to-peer network
 (5) File Network
Q.172.  The ____________ stores data and software that are 

to be shared by several users.
 (1) mainframe (2) file server (3) print server
 (4) client (5) host system
Q.173.  Which of the following circuit is used as a ‘Memory 

device’ in computers ?
 (1) Rectifier (2) Flip-Flop (3) Comparator
 (4) Attenuator (5) None of these
Q.174.  The memory of a computer is commonly expressed 

in terms of Kilobytes or Megabytes. A byte is made 
up of ______.

 (1) eight decimal digits (2) eight binary digits
 (3) two binary digits  (4) two decimal digits
 (5) None of these
Q.175.  Terminal is a ______.
 (1) device used to give supply to a computer
 (2) point at which data may leave or enter the computer
 (3) ending point in a program
 (4) point where wires are interconnected
 (5) an input/output device
Q.176.  Errors in computer results could be due to ______.
 (1) encoding of data  (2) transmission of data
 (3) manipulation of data (4) all of the above
 (5) None of these
Q.177.  Register is a _______.
 (1) Set of capacitors used to register input 

instructions in a digital computer
 (2) Set of paper tapes and cards put in a file
 (3) Temporary storage unit within the CPU having 

dedicated or general purpose use
 (4) part of the auxiliary memory device
 (5) to convert current signal into voltage signal
Q.178.  DRAM is ______ memory.
 (1) Non-Volatile Memory (2) Volatile Memory
 (3) Permanent   (4) Both 1 and 2
 (5) None of these
Q.179.  A computer having more than one processor is called
 (1) Processors   (2) Multiprocessing
 (3) Multiprogramming (4) Multitasking
  (5) Multisegment
Q.180.  A computer that provides services to another 

computer using _____.
 (1) Application Server (2) Data Base Server
 (3) File Server   (4) Web Server
 (5) None of these
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Q.181.  Operating System is a common type of _____ software.
 (1) communication  (2) System
 (3) Application   (4) Word-processing
 (5) Utility
Q.182. RAM is built from ______.
 (1) super-conductors  (2) Vaccum Tubes
 (3) Semi-conductors  (4) Transistors
 (5) None of these
Q.183.  Two components of central processing unit (CPU) 

are _____.
 (1) Integrated Circuits and control unit
 (2) Arithmetic logic unit and control unit
 (3) Arithmetic logic unit and Integrated Circuits
 (4) Monitor and keyboard
 (5) Monitor and Mouse
Q.184.  Manipulating Data into information is called as ____
 (1) Modifying   (2) Programming
 (3) Converting   (4) Processing
 (5) Editing
Q.185.  Storage place for Documents, Movies, Images and 

Photographs is _______.
 (1) Print Server   (2) Web Sever
 (3) Application Sever  (4) File Sever
 (5) None of these
Q.186.  Find the volatile memory types in computer?
 (1) NV Ram and Flash 
 (2) Dram and Sram
 (3) Rom and Prom
 (4) EEPROM and EPROM
 (5) None of these
Q.187.  Technology used to provide internet by transmitting 

data over wires of telephone network is ______.
 (1) DMOS (2) CMOS  (3) DSL
 (4) Logic Gate  (5) None of these
Q.188.  Which was an early mainframe computer?
 (1) UNIC (2) FUNTRIA (3) BRAINIA
 (4) ENIAC (5) PARAM
Q.189.  Which of the following is the fastest printer?
 (1) Dot-matrix (2) Deskjet  (3) Inkjet
 (4) Laser (5) Line
Q.190.  Internet Explorer is a type of _____.
 (1) Operating System (2) Browser
 (3) IP address   (4) Compiler
 (5) System Software
Q.191.  In a client/server model, a client program _______.
 (1) asks for information  
 (2)  provides information and files

 (3)  serves software files to other computers
 (4)  distributes data files to other computers
 (5)  All of the above
Q.192.  Which of the following statements is wrong?
 (1)  Photoshop is a graphical design tool by Adobe
 (2)  Linux is free and open source software
 (3)  Linux is owned and sold by Microsoft
 (4)  Windows XP is an operating system
 (5)  None of the above
Q.193.  Graphical pictures that represent an object like file, 

folder etc. are ____.
 (1) Task bar (2) Windows (3) Icons
 (4) Desktop (5) None of these
Q.194.  Which of the following is not an advantage of 

magnetic disk storage?
 (1)  The access time of magnetic disk is much less 

than that of magnetic tape
 (2)  Disk storage is less expensive than tape storage
 (3)  Disk storage is long lasting than magnetic tape
 (4)  All
 (5)  None of the above
Q.195.  The ‘IC’ chip, used in computers, is made of ____.
 (1) Chromium (2) Iron Oxide (3) Silica
 (4) Silicon (5) None of these
Q.196.  The processor which performs arithmetical and 

logical operations is called _____.
 (1) Control   (2) ALU
 (3) Register   (4) Cache Memory
 (5) CPU
Q.197. If a file has a .BMP file extension, what kind of data 

does it contain?
 (1) Audio   (2) Video
 (3) Raster Graphics  (4) Vector Graphics
 (5) 1 and 3
Q.198.  UTF-8 and UTF-16 are two different types of what?
 (1) Processor Architectures (2) File Systems
 (3) Internet Connections (4) Character Encodings
 (5) None of these
Q.199.  MDR (Memory Data Register) holds the ---
 (1) Segment number
 (2) Address of a memory location 
 (3) Number of transistors
 (4) Number of controllers
 (5) none of these
Q.200. It is a small file that a Web server automatically sends 

to your PC when you browse certain Web sites.
 (1)Web site (2)History  (3)List
 (4)Cookies (5)None of these
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REASONING
Q.1.(4)  Statement: 
  I≠W=V > K < T > G=N>M
 Conclusion: 
 (I) W > M  (False)
 (II) K < I  (False)
Q.2.(5)  Statement: 
 A<B<D<H=I>G<F 
 Conclusion :
 (I) A < I  (True)
 (II) H > F  (True)
Q.3.(3)  Statement: 
 B < N > V > K≠P=R
 Conclusion:
 (I) B > P  (False)
 (II) B < R (False)
Q.4.(1)  Statement: 
 W > M = Y > J>N 
 Conclusions: 
 (I) W > N  (TRUE)
 (II) N < M (FALSE)
Q.5.(2)  Statement: 
 K < F = T < N > M
 Conclusions :
 (I) M = F  (False)
 (II) N > K...  (True)
Q.6.(3)  5 km.

 
 CA2 = AB2+BC2

 
2 2CA 3 4= +

 
CA 9 16= +

 
CA 25=

 CA=5 km.
Q.7.(4)  South-West
Q.8.(5) 
Q.9.(4) 
Q.10.(3)

 

M+ R
–

K+

Z –A+Y –

J? B–

Q.11-15. 

Q.11.(2)     Q.12.(3)      Q.13.(1)      Q.14.(2)      Q.15.(4) 
Q.16-20. S/Q T R/O   P R/O S/Q

J H G L I K

Q.16.(4)     Q.17.(5)      Q.18.(2)       Q.19.(1)      Q.20.(4)

Q.21.(1) P U T      F O R   S U M      A N D     T H E

         P U U      F O S      S U N       A N E     T H F

Q.22.(3)  P U T      F O R   S U M      A N D     T H E

  Q T U     G N S      T T N       Z O E     U I D

Q.23.(1)  P U T      F O R   S U M       A N D     T H E

       A N D     F O R      P U T        S U M    T H E

Q.24.(1)  P U T      F O R   S U M       A N D     T H E

      O V S      E P Q      R V L       B M C    S G F

Q.25.(3)  P U T      F O R   S U M       A N D     T H E

      O U T     E O R     T U M       Z N D     S H E
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The Indian Men’s Hockey team defeated Netherlands to win the Rabo Super Series with 2-0. 

Q.26.(5) 

Boy Weak Strong

Iron
Home

Q.27.(3) 

Window

Roof
Step

Plate Pet

Q.28.(1) 

Boy Weak Strong

Iron
Home

Q.29.(5) 

Window

Roof
Step

Plate Pet

Q.30.(4) 

Sound Range

Speed Point
Car

Q.31-35.  4 September = Z = Mumbai 
 5 September = X = Chennai 
 6 September = Q = New Delhi  
 7 September = Y = Bhopal  
 8 September = R = Kolkata 
 9 September = W = Jaipur 
 10 September = F = Varanasi 
Q.31.(4)   9 September
Q.32.(3)  
Q.33.(4)   Q.34.(1)
Q.35.(2)  R
Q.36.(4)
Q.37.(5) Q,R > P > S > T
Q.38.(1) Ever - Pa
  Ever do this —— Pa da na
  do this again ——— na   ka  da
Q.39.(4)
Q.40.(2)  OBAITRFICATNE

Q.41.(2)   
2718 54 135 405

×1.5 ×2 ×2.5 ×3

Q.42.(3)   122112 134 150 174

10 12 16 24

214

40

2 4 8 16

Q.43.(4)   7020 132 218 340 510

50 62 86 122 170

12 24 36 48

Q.44.(2)   4944 108 339 1376

×1+5 ×2+10 ×3+15 ×4+20

Q.45.(1)  13+2           23+3         33+4      43+5           53+6
   ↓               ↓  ↓        ↓              ↓

   3               11   31        69             131
Q.46.(3)   Sport               Male Female             Total
 Vollyball          500  200              700
 Tennis              340  290              630
 Football           280  490              770
 Cricket             640  340              980
 Basketball        240  180              420

Q.47.(3)  o18
28 100.8

5
× =

Q.48.(1)  Required ratio = 240 : 180 = 4 : 3

Q.49.(4) Required percentage = 
90

100% 45%
200

× =

Q.50.(5)  290 490 180
320

3
+ +

=

Q.51.(1)  x = 4, 17 
 y = 3, –14
 hence = x>y
Q.52.(3) y3 is more than x3 hence y will be also more than 

x.

Q.53.(5)  x = –12, 15

 y = – 12, –10

 hence option 5 is correct.

Q.54.(3)  x = 2.4, 3

 y = 3.2, 4

 hence x<y

NUMERICAL ABILITY



RRB Clerk MAINS MOdEL pApER 2017

104 NOVEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

The island of Tuvalu was the least visited country in 2016, according to a report by the UNWTO. 

Q.55.(4)  x = – 2.1, 3.3
 y = 3.3, 4.2
 hence x<y

Q.56.(1)  50

30

2030

80

 hence required answer

 
2 2

3 2 5
=

+

Q.57.(2)  23400×20 : 26000×15 : 19500×12
 6 : 5 : 3
 Now   5 = 18000

 So,  6 = 
18000

6
5

×

 6 = Rs. 21600 

Q.58.(1)  r = 648 – 540
100 20%

540
× =

 Let principal = 100
 Compound interest for first year = 20
 Compound interest for second year = 20+4
 24 = 540
 So, 100=2250
Q.59.(1)     4          8          12 → X
   ↓           ↓   

 
3

36
  +  

5
36

 =  
8 2

36 9
=

Q.60.(3)  
A     36
B     24
C     60

10
15
 6 

360

 A+B+C = 25–6 = 19
 19x+25(18–x) = 360
 After solving x = 15 

Q.61.(1)  17.8 x 81
17.6

x 5
× +

=
+

 After solving
 x = 35
 Required answer = 35+5=40 wicket
Q.62.(4)  Iron       :           Copper         :       Zink
 5            :               2     :        3 = 10)×4
 5            :               3     :        = 8)×5 
 20 : 8 : 12
 25 : 15

 45 : 23 : 12
Q.63.(2)  CP SP
 80 90
 50 78
 12 = Rs. 60
 1 = Rs.5
 So, 80 = Rs. 400

Q.64.(2)  Area = 
o

o

3 180 22
14 14 – 7 7

4 360 7
× × × × ×

 49 3 – 11 7= ×

 ( )7 7 3 – 11=

Q.65.(1)  Let salary

 
120

1/8

15 30

1/4 1/5

24

  Remaining 

51

1/3

17

 Total expenditure = 86
 Saving = 34 
 34 = 11900
 120 = Rs. 42000
Q.66.(3)  842+83–182 = ?3

 7056+512–324=?3

 ? ≈ 19
Q.67.(2)  1393–538 = ?2

 ? 855=

 ? ≈ 29
Q.68.(5)  157232–5017 = ?
 ? = 152215
 ? ≈ 152200

Q.69.(5)  513+423=
?

399
100

×

 ? ≈ 230

Q.70.(1)  ?
960 934 – 161 2.25

100
× = ×

 

571
?

9.6
=

 ? ≈ 60

Q.71.(4)  
40 35

1600
87.5
100

×
=

Q.72.(1)  
950 1.12

35 – 35 – 28 7
38
×

= =
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GENERAL AWARENESS
Q.81 (5)     Q.82 (2)      Q.83 (1)      Q.84 (2)      Q.85 (3)

Q.86 (1)     Q.87 (4)      Q.88 (1)      Q.89 (2)      Q.90 (5)

Q.91 (4)     Q.92 (3)      Q.93 (1)      Q.94 (2)      Q.95 (4)

Q.96 (1)     Q.97 (5)      Q.98 (2)      Q.99 (4)      Q.100 (3)

Q.101 (2)   Q.102 (3)   Q.103 (5)    Q.104 (1)    Q.105 (4)

Q.106 (2)   Q.107 (3)   Q.108 (5)    Q.109 (2)    Q.110 (5)

Q.111 (4)   Q.112 (3)    Q.113 (1)    Q.114 (5)    Q.115 (3)

Q.116 (1)   Q.117 (2)    Q.118 (1)    Q.119 (1)    Q.120 (2)

Q.73.(3)  
35 40

100 70
2000

×
× =

Q.74.(1)  
35 40 30 52

87.5 130
100 100

× ×
÷

 = 1600 : 1200
 = 4 : 3
Q.75.(4)  No. of balls faced by Sehwag

 

30 52
1200

130
100

×
= =

 No. of balls faced by Sachin
 = 1200+720 = 1920

 Total runs by Sachin = 
125

1920 2400
100

× =

 Required answer = 
2400

48
50

= =

Q.76.(4) Interest from Rajesh to Seema = 38400 × 30 %  = 
11520

 And interest from Suresh to Rajesh. If = 12.5% it 
means P = 512 and compound interest = 217 

 As, 512 = 38400 
 So, 217 = 16275  
 Profit of Rajesh = 16275 – 11520 = 4755 
Q.77.(3) Anjan : Mukul  = 7 : 5 
 12 × 8 = 96 
 40%  = 96 
 100 % = 240
 Mukul’s work = 5 × 8 = 40 

 Anjan’s work =  240 – 40 = 200 

 Ratio of work done = 200 : 40 = 5 : 1 

 5 ratio = 24000 

 1 ratio = 4800

Q.78.(2) Let the daily earning of man be x and that of a 
woman be y

 12x+8y = 
13640

1240
11

=

 3x+2y = 310 ———— (i)

 6x+10y= 
13800

920
15

=

 ∴ 3x+5y = 460 ———— (ii)

 Solving equation (i) and (ii),

 x = 70 and y = 50

 ∴ Number of days

 ( )
8700 8700 8700

700 750 145010 70 15 50
= = =

+× + ×

 = 6 days
Q.79.(1) ratio of speed : 32 : 27 
 difference = 5 = 10 
 1 = 2 
 32 = 64 , 27 = 54 
 Distance 

 
64 54 25

10 2 60
×

= ×
×

= 72 km.

Q.80.(2) Ramesh = 41400 
 Suresh = 55200
 Mohan after few month = 46000
 Ratio of investment = 18 : 24 : 20 
 Time taken = 15 : 15 : x 
 Ratio of profit = 270 : 360 : 20x
 According to questions 

 

20x 16
270 360 20x 79

=
+ +

 x = 8
 Required answer
 15–8 = 7 months

The Karnataka will rename 100 Morarji Desai residential schools after former PM Indira Gandhi.
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The Maharashtra will introduce cycling tracks along the arterial roads of 10 cities.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.121.(3) Answer is given in the second paragraph.
Q.121.(4) Answer can be comprehended from the 

beginning of the first paragraph.
Q.122.(5) All A,B and C
Q.123.(2) Answer is given in the third paragraph.
Q.124.(5) Answer can be inferred from the passage.
Q.125.(5)
Q.126.(5)
Q.127.(2)  For other options
 Atone(V)-Compensate
Q.128.(3) For other options
 Abominable(Adj)-detestable
Q.129.(1) For other options
 Akin(ADj)-Similar
Q.130.(5) For other options
 Equilibrate(V)-bring into or keep in equilibrium.
Q.131.(3)   Q.132.(2)    Q.133.(5)    Q.134.(3)    Q.135.(2)
Q.136.(1)    Q.137.(1)    Q.138.(2)
Q.139.(3) Answer lies in the last of the passage
Q.140.(1) Answer lies in the starting of the passage
Q.141.(3) Answer lies in the starting of the passage
Q.142.(3) For other options
 Crave(v) - desire intensely
 Pray(v) - call upon for help
 The correct answer is ‘beseeched’ as the 

meaning of the sentence requires past form.
Q.143.(1) For other options
 Soothing(adj) - comforting
 Disciplined(adj) - be or become prepared
Q.144.(5)

Q.145.(1) For other options
 galling(adj) - very upsetting
 Inciting (verb) – encouraging
Q.146.(4) For other options
 Reimbursement(N)-a repayment for money 

you’ve already spent.
Q.147.(2)
Q.148.(3) For other options
 Horrendous(adj)-extremely unpleasant, horrifying, 

or terrible.
 Unsavoury(Adj)-unpalatable
Q.149.(2)
Q.150.(2) For other options
 Tolerating(V)-Allowing
Q.151.(4) For other options
 Barter(V)-Trade
Q.152.(2) For other options
 Fleece(N)-the woolly covering of a sheep or 

goat.
Q.153.(3) For other options
 Aside(Adv)-to one side
Q.154.(2)     Q.155.(5)        Q.156.(3)     Q.157.(5)
Q.158.(4) The passage is based on “BECAFD” and the 

passage is based on ‘Renewable power”.
Q.159.(1) For other options
 Voidable(Adj)- is a term typically used with 

respect to a contract that is valid and binding 
unless avoided or declared void by a party to the 
contract who is legitimately exercising a power 
to avoid the contractual obligations.

Q.160.(2) For other options
 Amend(V)-revise
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COMPUTER

The NASA has successfully launched Tracking and Data Relay Satellite-M (TDRS-M) into orbit. 

Q.161.(1)   A person who used his or expertise to gain access 
to other peoples computers to get information 
illegally or do damage is Hacker.

Q.162.(3)  The most common type of storage devices are 
magnetic.

Q.163.(4)  Codes consisting of lines of varying widths or 
lengths that are computer readable are known as 
a bar code.

Q.164.(3)  Part number, part description, and number of 
parts ordered are examples of processing.

Q.165.(3)  To access properties of an object, the mouse 
technique to use is right-clicking.

Q.166.(1)  Computers used the binary number systems to 
store data and perform calculations.

Q.167.(3)  Fiber-optic type of cable uses light waves to 
carry information at high speed?

Q.168.(3)  Wireless type of media has the longest maximum 
distance.

Q.169.(4)  The rules for exchanging data between a 
terminal and one or more computers is known 
as protocol.

Q.170.(5) In a client/server environment, most or all of 
the network operating system resides on the 
Database computer.

Q.171.(4)  The network configuration that allows every 
computer to act as both a client and a server is a 
peer to peer network.

Q.172.(2)  The File Server stores data and software that are 
to be shared by several users.

Q.173.(2)  Flip-flop refers to an electronic component 
which can adopt one of two possible states -0 or 
1.

Q.174.(2)  The memory of a computer is commonly 
expressed in terms of Kilobytes or Megabytes. 
A byte is made up of 8 binary digits.

Q.175.(2)  Terminal is a point at which data may leave or 
enter the computer.

Q.176.(4)  Errors in computer results could be due to all 
given options.

Q.177.(3)  Register is a temporary storage unit within the 
CPU having dedicated or general purpose use.

Q.178.(1)  DRAM is Volatile memory.

Q.179.(2)  A computer having more than one processor is 
called Multiprocessing.

Q.180.(2)  A computer that provides Data Base services to 
another computer using database server.

Q.181.(2)  Operating System is a common type of system 
software.

Q.182.(3)  RAM is built from Semi-conductors.

Q.183.(2)  Two components of central processing unit 
(CPU) are Arithmetic logic unit and control unit.

Q.184.(4)  Manipulating Data into information is called as 
processing.

Q.185.(4)  Storage place for Documents, Movies, Images 
and Photographs is File server.

Q.186.(2)  DRAM and SRAM are volatile memory types in 
computer.

Q.187.(3)  Technology used to provide internet by 
transmitting data over wires of telephone 
network is DSL (Digital subscriber Line).

Q.188.(4)  ENIAC was an early mainframe computer.

Q.189.(4)  Laser is the fastest printer.

Q.190.(2)  Internet Explorer is a type of web browser.

Q.191.(1)  In a client/server model, a client program ask for 
information.

Q.192.(3)  Linux is owned and sold by Microsoft.

Q.193.(3)  Graphical pictures that represents an object like 
file, folder etc. are Icons.

Q.194.(5)  None of these

Q.195.(4)  The ‘IC’ chip, used in computers, is made of 
silicon.

Q.196.(2)  The processor which performs arithmetical and 
logical operations is called ALU.

Q.197.(3)   The .bmp format is a commonly used raster 
graphic format for saving image files.

Q.198.(4)  UTF Stands for “Unicode Transformation 
Format.” UTF refers to several types of Unicode 
character 

 encodings, including UTF-7, UTF-8, UTF-16, 
and UTF-32.

Q.199.(3)  MDR (Memory Data Register) holds the number 
of registers.

Q.200.(4)  Cookies are stored as text files on your hard 
drive so servers can access them.
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Logical Analytical Ability
Q.1-2. What will come in a place of question mark-
Q.1. 264 × 2 = 6
 870 × 3 = 11
 735 × 5 = ?
 (A) 12 (B) 16  (C) 6 (D) 3
Q.2. 9 × 2 = 9 × 9
 9 × 5 = ?
 (A) 9 × 8 (B) 9 × 4 (C) 9 × 6 (D) 9 × 7
Q.3-4. Find the correct group of signs to solve the equation.
Q.3. 24 ? 16 ? 8 ? 32
 (A) + - = (B) ÷ - = (C) - + = (D) × ÷ =
Q.4. 15 ? 24 ? 3 ? 6 ? 17
 (A) - ÷ + = (B) + ÷ - = (C) - × = + (D) + × = ÷
Q.5-6. Find the odd one one out from the given alternatives.
Q.5. (A) Vedanthangal   (B) Bandipur
 (C) Mudumalai   (D) Thekkady
Q.6. (A) RIN - 18914
 (B) WOLF - 2315126
 (C) READER - 18514517
 (D) WINNER - 2391414518
Q.7. The average age of father and his son is 22 years. 

The ratio of their ages is 10 : 1 respectively. What 
is the age of the son?

 (A) 24 (B) 40  (C) 14 (D) 4
Q.8. Lara is one year older than Smith. Smith is two 

years older than Warner. Waqar is one year older 
than Warner. Who is the youngest of all?

 (A) Lara  (B) Smith (C) Waqar  (D) Warner
Q.9. In a certain coding language WRITER is coded as 

GABIGE then what will be code for LONDON?
 WRITER  GABIGE  LONDON 
 (A) DADCCD  (B) ADDCCD
 (C) DACDCD  (D) DADCDC
Q.10. In a certain coding language PEARS is coded as 30 

then what will be code for WASHING?
 PEARS  WASHING 
 (A) 36 (B) 49  (C) 56 (D) 58
Q.11. Six members are sitting in a circle facing center. 

Sony is sitting immediate left of Parul. Riya is sitting 
between Sony and Naina. Anu is sitting between 
Parul and Katrina. Who is sitting immediate right 
of Parul.

 (A) Anu  (B) Katrina (C) Naina  (D) Riya
Q.12. In morning A and Q are walking towards each other 

at that time shadow of A was towards right of Q then 
find out in which direction Q in facing now?

 A Q A Q Q 
 (A) East (B) West (C) North (D) South
Q.13. Which of the following diagrams represents the 

correct relationship among poison, Bio-products 
and Food?

  (A)    (B) 

 (C)      (D) 

Q.14. Select the word which can not be formed using the 
letters of the given word?

  INTERNATIONAL

 (A) ORIENTAL  (B) RATIONALE

 (C) LATTER  (D) TERMINAL

Q.15. What is the least number to be substracted from 2486 
to make it a perfect square?

  (A) 85         (B) 80  (C) 84 (D) 86

Q.16. Certain numbers have symbols as given below.

 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  0

 %   (       [      ]     #   @      )     ∩   ∪

 What is the number indicated by these symbols?

 [        ]     ∩   ∪   #

 (A) 56907 (B) 45906 (C) 45096 (D) 47095

Q.17-21.What will come in a place of question mark?

Q.17. 4    3 2

 6    9 10

 9   27 ?

 (A) 50 (B) 30  (C) 13 (D) 17

Q.18. 216    209 202

 522    515 508

 633    626 ?

 (A) 609 (B) 619 (C) 512 (D) 308

Q.19. 1, 3, 8, 19, 42, ?

 (A) 131 (B) 88  (C) 89 (D) 93

Q.20. 10, 13, 234, 682, 997, ?

 (A) 88965 (B) 34762 (C) 3019 (D) 4062

The NPCI has given a nod to Spice Digital Ltd. for processing bill payments under the BBPS.
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General Awareness

Q.21. _aabab_ab_ab_bba
 (A) bbaa (B) baaa (C) abba (D) abaa
Q.22.  In which answer figure, question figure is embedded.
 Question figure: 

 
 Answer figures: / 

 
       (A)         (B)         (C)           (D)
Q.23.  In which answer figure, question figure is embedded.
 Question figure:

 
 Answer figures: / 

 
       (A)          (B)          (C)          (D)

Q.24.  In which answer figure, question figure is embedded. 
 Question figure:

 
 Answer figures: 

 
       (A)          (B)         (C)           (D)
Q.25.  A piece of paper is folded and punched as shown 

below in the question figures. From the given answer 
figures, indicate how it will appear when opened.

  Question figures:

 
 Answer figures: / 

 
       (A)         (B)         (C)          (D)

Q.26.  The Home Rule Movement was started by-
 (A)  Annie Besant and Mahatma Gandhi 
 (B)  Annie Besant and Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
 (C)  Annie Besant and Bipin Chandra Pal
 (D)  Mahatma Gandhi and Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
Q.27.  Who among the following gave the modern 

periodic table on the basis of atomic number?
 (A) Mosley (B) Mendeleev
  (C) Thomson (D) Goldstein
Q.28.  Which of the following bacteria is responsible for 

Nitrogen Fixation in the leguminous plants?
  (A) Rizobium (B) Clostridium
  (C) Azola (D) Bacillus/ 
Q.29.  Who was the author of the novel ‘Devdas’?
 (A) Munshi Prem Chand
  (B) Rabindranath Tagore 
 (C) Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay

 (D) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay
Q.30.  Who gave the concept of ‘Total Revolution’ ?
 (A) Karl Marx
 (B) Jayaprakash Narayan 
 (C) Mahatma Gandhi
 (D) Jawaharlal Nehru 
Q.31.  Who discovered X-rays?
 (A) Ritter (B) Rontgen
 (C) Goldstein  (D) Becqueral
Q.32.  The credit of discovering the sea route to India 

goes to the -
 (A) English (B) French
  (C) Dutch  (D) Portuguese
Q.33.  Which cell is called ‘Power House of Cell’? 
 (A) Golgi bodies  (B) Mitochondria
  (C) Lysosome  (D) Chloroplast

The RBI has imposed a 3 crore penalty on UBI for “non-compliance” of KYC norms.
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Q.34.  Who among the following has been inducted on the 
international advisory board of global think- tank 
Atlantic Council?

 (A) Ratan Tata (B) Mukesh Ambani
 (C) Azim Premji (D) Anil Ambani
Q.35.  Indian Navy’s latest surveillance ship, INLCU L51 

was commissioned in-
 INLCU L51
 (A) Kandla Port (B) Port Blair
 (C) Mundra Port (D) Visakhapatnam Port
Q.36.  Who was the Delhi Sultan who introduced 

hereditary Principle in the Iqta System?
 (A) Firoj Shah Tughlaq  (B) Balban
  (C) Alauddin Khilji  (D) Muhammad Tughlaq
Q.37.  Who was the first muslim ruler of Kashmir?
  (A) Shahmir  (B) Sikandar Shah
  (C) Zainul Abedini  (D) Shamsuddin Shah
Q.38.  Who has honoured the director of All India 

Institute of Medical Sciences Randeep Guleria, and 
chairman of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital D S Rana, 
along with 47 other doctors, with national awards 
for excellence in the field of medicine?

 (A) Pranab Mukherjee (B) Narendra Modi
 (C) J.P.Nadda (D) Ketan Desai
Q.39.  What was the reason that Bahadur Shah Jafar was 

made the emperor of Delhi by the people of India 
during the revolt of 1857?

 (A) Most of the population in India was Muslim. 
 (B) He was very liberal man for both Muslims and 

Hindus  
 (C) He was the last Mughal Emperor in India. 
 (D) Many of them felt that if the mughal emperor 

could rule again, they too would be able to rule 
their own territories once more under Mughal 
Authority.  

Q.40.  Match the following
 a. Ryot/    1.  Village
 b. Mahal/  2.  Peasant
 c. Niz/      3.  Cultivation or Ryot’s lands
 d. Ryoti/         4.    Cultivation on   

        Planter’s own land
 Code
  (A)  a2, b1, c4, d3  (B)  a2, b1, c3, d4 
  (C)  a1, b2, c4, d3  (D)  a1, b2, c3, d4 

Q.41.  Which statement is/are correct about NDC?

 1.  To review the working of the national plan from 
time to time.

 2. To recommend measures for the achievement of 
the, aims and target set out in the National Plan.

 (A) only 1 (B) only 2 

  (C) 1 and 2 (D) None of these 

Q.42.  Comptroller and Auditor General who controls the 
entire financial system of the-

  (A)  The Union

  (B)  State levels 

  (C)  The Union as well as state level

 (D)  None of these

Q.43.  Recently who has been bestowed with the 
‘Anuvrata Puraskar 2016’?

 (A) Sarbananda Sonowal

 (B) Pema Khandu

 (C) Nitish Kumar  

 (D) N Chandrababu Naidu

Q.44.  Whose decision is final that a particular bill is a 
Money Bill?

 (A) President  (B) Speaker

  (C) Parliament  (D) Vice President

Q.45.  The Advocate General is appointed by which 
Authority?

 (A) President

 (B) Prime Minister

  (C) Governor of the state

  (D) Parliament

Q.46.  Worlds first organised stock exchange in the year 
1602 was established in -

  (A)  Amsterdam, Netherland

  (B) Stockholm, Sweden

  (C) Dublin, Ireland

  (D) Copenhagen, Denmark

Q.47. Who was the first chairman of Disinvestment 
Commission? 

 (A)  Sukumar Sen

 (B)  G. V. Ramkrishna

  (C)  Dr. Nagendra Singh

  (D)  Mahaveer Tyagi
The Russian Air Force will begin training female military pilots for the first time since 1991.
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Q.48.  Deoghar Airport situated in which state?
 (A) Telangana (B) Tamil Nadu
 (C) Uttarakhand (D) Jharkhand
Q.49. Who has partnered with Discovery Education, a 

digital education content provider, to launch an 
initiative to transform US education by embedding 
computational thinking and problem solving into 
core school subjects?

 (A) Wipro (B) Accenture
 (C) Infosys (D) TCS
Q.50.  _______ minister Priti Patel received Pravasi 

Bharatiya Samman 2017.
 (A) USA (B) UK
 (C) Canada (D) Sweden

Q.51. Find the unit digit of the product of all the prime 
number between 1 and 9999.

 (A) 1 (B) 0 (C) 2 (D) 5

Q.52. Find the value of 
1 1 1

.......
3 9 2736

 + + + ∞  

 (A) 6 (B) 12 (C) 3 (D) 

Q.53. If x = 3 3 8 7 4 3+ + −  then find the value 
of x.

 (A) 1 (B) 2 (C) 0 (D) -2
Q.54. If p4+p2q2+q4=6 and p2+pq+q2 = 2 the fine the value 

of pq.

 (A) 1 (B) 0 (C) 1
2

 (D) 
1
2

−

Q.55. If cot2 θ .cot3 θ =1 then find the value of

5 5
sin cos

3 3
θ θ

+
.

 (A) 3 1+   (B) 3 1
2
+

 (C) 
2

3 1+
 (D) 2

3 1−

Q.56. If tan θ +sin θ =m and tan θ -sin θ  = n then find the 

value of 2 21
(m n )

2
−

 (A) 4 mn  (B) 2 mn  
 (C) mn  (D) m2n2

Q.57. A vertical stick 18 cm long costs a shadow 8 cm 
long on the ground. At the same time  a tower costs 
a shadow 48 m. long on the ground. The height of 
the tower is-

 (A) 100 m.  (B) 108 m. 
 (C) 112 m.  (D) 124 m.
Q.58. A square plot is of 250 m. side. It has a path of 4 m 

wide all round it inside. Find the cost of expenditure 
to make path at the rate of Rs.15.00 per metre2.

 (A) Rs. 56045 (B) Rs. 59050

 (C) Rs. 59040 (D) Rs. 54052
Q.59. Find the weight of an iron shell, the external and 

internal diameters of which are 12 cm. and 8 cm. If 
1 cubic cm of iron weights 7 gms. (in gms.)

 (A) 4058.67 (B) 3056.87
 (C) 4458.67 (D) 4467.57
Q.60. In ∆PQR, ABCD is a rhombus such that AB lies on 

RQ where C and D lies on PQ and PR respectively 
and AR=AB=BQ is, then the value of ∠PQR is -

 (A) 600  (B) 900

 (C) 450  (D) 750

Q.61. There are two circle each with radius 6 cm. The 
length of common tangent AB is 26 cm. Find the 
length of common traserves  tangent CD. 

 (A) 2 133   (B) 133

 (C) 125   (D) 2 125

Q.62. There are 4 candidate in an election. First candidate 
got 12% of total polled votes and second candidate 
got 25% of total valid polled votes, third candidate 
got 256% of that votes which got second candidates 
and the fourth candidate got the rest of total votes. 
If 10% of total polled votes are invalid and second 
candidate got 105 more votes than first then find the 
total number of valid votes.

 (A) 1000 (B) 900 (C) 800 (D) 700

Q.63. A person purchased a bike for Rs. 15570 and wants 
sold at a gain of 10% on selling price At what price 
should he markup his bike in order to discount 10% 
on the selling price.

 (A) Rs. 17300 (B) Rs. 19030

 (C) Rs. 17500 (D) Rs. 19500

Q.64. A and B can complete a piece of work in 18 and 24 
days respectively. Efficiency of C is 25% more than 
A. If A, B and C work alternately then in how many 
days will the work be completed?

 (A) 16 (B) 18 (C) 20  (D) 24

Quantitative Aptitude

The Telangana government has launched an exclusive 24x7 helpline ‘181’ for women.
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English Language

Q.65. At the certain rate of interest the compound interest 
of 3 years and simple interest of 5 years for certain 
sum of money is respectively Rs. 1513.2 and Rs. 
2400. Find the rate of interest per annum.

 (A) 10% (B) 5% (C) 8% (D) 4%
Q.66. John has some hens and horses in a farm. If number 

of heads is 96 and the total number of feet is 280. 
What is the number of horses in the farm.

 (A) 44 (B) 52 (C) 48 (D) 50
Q.67. In a flight of 800 km, an aircraft was slowed down 

due to bad weather. Its average speed for the trip was 
reduced by 80 km/h the time of flight increased by 
30 min, the duration of the flight is-

 (A) 1 hr. (B) 2 hr. (C) 2.5 hr (D) 4 hr.
Q.68. The ratio of number of faculty of Aptitude, Reasoning 

and English is 3 : 5 : 7. When each type of faculty is 
increased by 24 then new ratio becomes 21 : 31 : 41. 
How many more faculty of Aptitude than Reasoning.

 (A) 240 (B) 440 (C) 260 (D) 480
Q.69. The average of the students in a class is 30 years. If 

a student whose age was 31 is absent from the class, 
the average of those present goes up by 1. How many 
students there in the class originally ?

 (A) 29 (B) 30 (C) 31 (D) 32
Q.70. A person swims from a point P against a current for 5 

min. then swims backwards in favour of the current 
for next 5 min comes to the point Q. If PQ = 200m., 
the speed of current-

 (A) 1 km/h  (B) 1.2 km/h 
 (C) 1.5 km/h (D) 2 km/h
Q.71. In a business, the ratio of investment of Raghav & 

Madhav is 11 : 13. They shared the profit at the end 
of year in the ratio of 15 : 11. If Raghav invested his 

capital for 5 months then after how many months 
did Madhav join the business.

 (A) 
35

7
39  (B) 

35
8

41  (C) 
35

7
41  (D) 

35
8

39

Q.72-75. Read the following graph carefully and answer the 
questions given below.

 Reach of Media among population in different cities
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Q.72. In which city the media are the most effective?
 (A) Agra (B) Patna (C) Varanasi (D) Surat
Q.73. The total number of Press media in Surat and 

Faridabad together is approximately what 
percentage of the total number of T.V. media in 
Agra and Patna together?

 (A) 87 (B) 82 (C) 91 (D) 78
Q.74. What is the average number of T.V media in all the 

cities?
 (A) 120.8 (B) 122.6 (C) 125.5 (D) 128.2
Q.75. What is the difference between the total number of T.V. 

media in Agra, Patna and Varanasi and total number of 
Internet media in Surat, Faridabad and Nagpur? 

 (A) 165 (B) 173 (C) 161 (D) 168 

Q.76-80.Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the given questions.

  Parts of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef will 
never recover from the impact of unseasonably 
warm waters, scientists said, as more of the World 
Heritage Site comes under renewed threat from a 
recent spike in sea temperatures.

  Warm seas around the reef killed some two-
thirds of a 700-kilometre (496.4 miles) stretch of 
coral last year after warm water caused the coral to 
expel living algae, triggering it to calcify and turn 
white, a process known as bleaching. That was the 
worst die-off of coral ever recorded at the reef.

  Even the areas that survived will not recover 
to full health, scientists from said, as unseasonable 
hot water becomes more frequent causing more 
incidents of bleaching.

 Bleaching can be tackled, but...
  “Given time, coral can recover from bleaching 

but the problem comes when you get repeated 
events. With less time between them, capacity for 
the coral reef community to recover diminishes 
rapidly, senior principal research scientist at the 
Australian Institute of Marine Science.

  The conclusion is a major blow for Australia’s 
tourism industry, with the reef attracting Australian 

The Union Ministry of Sports will set up National Sports Museum at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, New Delhi.
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$5.2 billion ($3.9 billion) in spending each year, a 
2013 Deloitte Access Economics report estimated.

  Repeated damage to the Great Barrier 
Reef may also see UNESCO’s World Heritage 
Committee reconsider its decision in 2015 not to 
put the Great Barrier Reef on its “in danger” list.

Q.76.  What did the scientists say about the Parts of 
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef?

 (A) That the reef will never recover from the 
impact of unseasonably warm waters.

 (B) That the reef will never recover from damage 
to the Great Barrier.

 (C) That the reef will never recover from the heat 
of the sunlight.

 (D) That the reef will never recover from the 
impact of the cold water valley expansion.

Q.77.  Which of the following process is known as 
bleaching?

 (A) When warm water causes the coral to bound 
to the level surface triggering it to calcify and 
turn white.

 (B) When warm water causes the coral to expand 
the edges triggering it to calcify and turn 
white.

 (C) When warm water causes the coral to expel 
living algae triggering it to calcify and turn 
white.

 (D) When warm water causes the coral to cleanse 
and smooth the nearby surface and area 
triggering it to calcify and turn white.

Q.78.  What causes more incidents of bleaching?
 (A) When the unseasonable downpour takes 

place.
 (B) When the immature and the worst die-off of 

coral takes place. 
 (C) Both (A) and (B)
 (D) When unseasonable hot water becomes more 

frequent.
Q.79.  With less time between repeated events, what 

happens to the capacity for the coral reef 
community to recover bleaching?

 (A) The capacity for the coral reef community to 
recover bleaching increases rapidly.

 (B) The capacity for the coral reef community to 
recover bleaching dies off.

 (C) The capacity for the coral reef community to 
recover bleaching diminishes rapidly.

 (D) The capacity for the coral reef community to 
recover bleaching is threatened.

Q.80.  What did a 2013 Deloitte Access Economics 
report estimate?

 (A) the reef attracted Bulgarian $4.4 billion in 
spending each year.

 (B) the reef attracted Armenian $3.2 billion in 
spending each year.

 (C) the reef attracted American $2.5 billion in 
spending each year.

 (D) the reef attracted Australian $5.2 billion in 
spending each year.

Q.81-83.Which of the following best expresses the 
meaning of the given Idiom/phrases and mark 
your answer.

Q.81.  I took exception to her remarks and left the 
meeting.

 (A) objected  (B) suggested
 (C) heard  (D) excused
Q.82.  He turned a deaf ear to his parents’ advice.
 (A) listened carefully (B) attentively followed
 (C) refused to obey (D) replied back
Q.83.  Most people live from hand to mouth because of 

inflation.
 (A) Live capaciously (B) Live happily
 (C) Live miserably (D) Live comfortably
Q.84-86.In the following questions some have error 

and some have none. Find out which part of a 
sentence has an error and mark the answer to 
the appropriate letter (A),(B) and C). If there is 
no error, mark your answer as (D).

Q.84.  The book is interesting, (A)/ informative and(B)/ it 
is easy to read.(C)/No error (D)

Q.85.  She should do(A)/ the same if she(B)/ were in your 
place.(C)/No error (D)

Q.86.  The director(A)/ was present on(B)/ both occasions.
(C)/No error (D)

Q.87-89. In questions given below, a part of the sentence 
is underlined. Below are given alternatives to 
the underlined part at (A), (B) and (C) which 
may improve the sentence. Choose the correct 
alternative. In case no improvement is needed 
your answer is (D).

Q.87.  The floor of the gigantic hall was covered by a 
brown carpet.

 (A) covered in (B) covered with
 (C) covered upon (D) No improvement
Q.88.  Mr Mubashir teaches very well, isn’t it?
 (A) didn’t he (B) doesn’t he
 (C) wasn’t it (D) No improvement

To curb infiltration the government will install a 24/7 seamless virtual fence with sensors along Pakistan border.   
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Q.89.  If you come across my umbrella anywhere, bring it 
to me, can you?

 (A) isn’t it?  (B) don’t you?
 (C) will you? (D) No improvement
Q.90-92. In questions below out of the four alternatives, 

choose the one which can be substituted for the 
given sentence and mark it as your answer.

Q.90.  A thing kept in memory of an event.
 (A) Venial  (B) Regalia
 (C) Quarantine (D) Souvenir
Q.91.  An imaginary land with perfect social order.
 (A) Verbatim (B) Utopia
 (C) Wardrobe (D) Monastery
Q.92.  A place for ammunition and weapons
 (A) Aviary  (B) Plebiscite
 (C) Arsenal  (D) Archives
Q.93-95. In the following questions sentences are given 

with blanks to be filled in with an appropriate 
word(s). Four alternatives are suggested for 
each question. Choose the correct alternative 
out of the four and mark your answer.

Q.93.  I was ____ when my best friend refused to stand 
by me.

 (A) nonplussed (B) nefarious
 (C) overt  (D) nadir
Q.94.  Snobs are never interested in ____ fashion.

 (A) nexus  (B) obsolete
 (C) nourishing (D) obese
Q.95.  Your ideas are too _____ to be understood easily.
 (A) nullify  (B) menial
 (C) nebulous (D) vociferous
Q.96-98. In the questions given below, choose the word 

most similar in meaning to the given word and 
mark your answer.

Q.96.  PERPETUAL
 (A) Facility  (B) Quandary
 (C) Uninterrupted (D) Obdurate
Q.97.  PEREMPTORY
 (A) imperious  (B) Indulge
 (C) Lucidity  (D) Assurance
Q.98.  PEERLESS
 (A) Defiant  (B) Stubborn
 (C) Willing  (D) Unique
Q.99-100. In the questions given below, choose the word 

most opposite in meaning to the given word and 
mark your answer.

Q.99.  PAMPER
 (A) Perplexity (B) Amiable
 (C) Dissemble (D) Chasten
Q.100.  PALPABLE
 (A) Doubtful (B) Unreliable
 (C) Seep  (D) Sloth

ANSWER KEY
Logical Analytical Ability

Q.1.(A) Q.2.(C) Q.3.(A) Q.4.(B) Q.5.(D) 

Q.6.(C) Q.7.(D) Q.8.(D) Q.9.(A) Q.10.(C)

Q.11.(A) Q.12.(D) Q.13.(B) Q.14.(D) Q.15.(A) 

Q.16.(B) Q.17.(A) Q.18.(B) Q.19.(C) Q.20.(A) 

Q.21.(A) Q.22.(A) Q.23.(B) Q.24.(C) Q.25.(A)

General Awareness

Q.26.(B) Q.27.(A) Q.28.(A) Q.29.(C) Q.30.(B)  

Q.31.(B) Q.32.(D) Q.33.(B) Q.34.(D) Q.35.(B) 

Q.36.(A) Q.37.(A) Q.38.(A) Q.39.(D) Q.40.(A) 

Q.41.(C) Q.42.(C) Q.43.(C) Q.44.(B) Q.45.(C) 

Q.46.(A) Q.47.(B) Q.48.(D) Q.49.(D) Q.50.(B)

Quantitative Aptitude

Q.51.(B) Q.52.(A) Q.53.(B) Q.54.(D) Q.55.(B) 

Q.56.(B) Q.57.(B) Q.58.(C) Q.59.(C) Q.60.(B) 

Q.61.(A) Q.62.(B) Q.63.(B) Q.64.(B) Q.65.(B) 

Q.66.(A) Q.67.(B) Q.68.(A) Q.69.(C) Q.70.(B) 

Q.71.(D) Q.72.(D) Q.73.(A) Q.74.(C) Q.75.(B)

English Language

Q.76.(A) Q.77.(C) Q.78.(D) Q.79.(C) Q.80.(D) 

Q.81.(A) Q.82.(C) Q.83.(C) Q.84.(C) Q.85.(A) 

Q.86.(B) Q.87.(B) Q.88.(B)  Q.89.(C)  Q.90.(D)  

Q.91.(B) Q.92.(C) Q.93.(A) Q.94.(B)  Q.95.(C) 

Q.96.(C) Q.97.(A) Q.98.(D) Q.99.(D) Q.100.(A)

UK-based broadcaster BBC has introduced a new font titled BBC Reith. 






