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Dear Aspirants,
We feel great pleasure in bringing the 'November 2018' edition of our very own 'Masters in Current Affairs', a platform where 
you get all the exam related information at a single place. It is designed especially for the forthcoming examinations.  Its 
regular sections such as News Maker, News Diary, One liners etc. cover each and every news in details which is important for 
examinations. Rest of the news are covered in 'Chalte - Chalte' i.e. one liner news, which you can find at the bottom of each page. 

Some important issues of this month were discussed in featured articles.

One among them is ‘DECRIMINALIZATION OF HOMOSEXUALITY’ i.e., A landmark judgment by India’s highest court has 
overturned a colonial-era law that criminalizes consensual gay sex, in a long-fought for victory for the LGBTQ community. The 
court verdict is a major milestone for LGBTQ-identifying people across the country, where homosexuality remains a social taboo 
and gay people face endemic discrimination. And all the minute details are mentioned inside. 

Then an article about ‘US-IRAN RELATION’, Iran and the United States have had no diplomatic relations since 1980. Pakistan serves 
as Iran's protecting power in the United States, while Switzerland serves as America's protecting power in Iran. Contacts are carried out 
through the Iranian Interests Section of the Pakistani Embassy in Washington, DC, and the US Interests Section of the Swiss 
Embassy in Tehran. Iranian Supreme leader Ali Khamenei banned direct talks with the United States in 2018.

Relations between the two nations began in the mid-to-late nineteenth century. Initially, while Iran was very wary 
of British and Russian colonial interests during the Great Game, the United States was seen as a more trustworthy 
foreign power, and much more is given the whole article.

Later we’ll see ‘IS KERALA FLOOD A MAN-MADE DISASTER’ While Kerala is slowly limping back to 
normalcy, with the unprecedented flood, a new controversy has erupted that the flood was a man-made disaster. 
Many experts claim that 41.44% excess rainfall this time, which is linked to floods is not the reason for disaster 
rather the opening of shutters of 44 dams at the same time without offering any kinds of warning is the primary 
reason. Kerala has around 53 large dams with a capacity of nearly 7 trillion litres. As rain poured and the rivers 
overflowed, these dams should have served as a rampart wall. Other important details are mentioned inside. 

And an article about ‘INDIA'S PERFORMANCE IN 18TH ASIAN GAMES’, India’s final tally at 
the 18th Asian Games in Jakarta and Palembang, Indonesia read 69 medals – 15 gold, 24 silver and 
30 bronze to surpass the medal count from 2010 Games in Guangzhou, China and match the 
gold medal tally from the first-ever Asian Games in 1951. The games saw India create new 
national records, register some firsts – first medal in sepaktakraw, with Rani Rampal as  the 
flag bearer at the closing ceremony and much more in the article given inside.

In this edition we are providing the complete solution of IBPS PO (PRE) 2018 and SSC 
CGL (PRE) for your self assessment. There is a separate section named Que.-TM for 
your self-evaluation, which includes all the possible MCQ's from this month's current 
affairs. This will be highly beneficial for all the upcoming examinations. 

Your advice or suggestions will be much appreciated and welcomed.

 With Best Wishes
 Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.                                                                                   

  

      “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
"A journey of a thousand miles must begin with a 

single step.”
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 President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the sixth edition of International Buddhist Conclave 

2018 in New Delhi. 

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Rajendra Prasad Yadav

Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Kanchan Yadav

Hobbies  : Listening Music, Playing chess

Prior Selection  :  None   

Name of the Exam : UBI (IBPS PO)

Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 3051101489

Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : ALM 0031234150

Himanshu Singh

MICA  : Mahendra's family 
expresses its heartiest 
congratulations on your 
success.

Himanshu  : Thank You so much.

MICA  : To whom do you want 
to give the credit of your 
selection?

Himanshu : My family, Friends and 
faculty of Mahendra's.

MICA  : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in this 
examination?

Himanshu : 2nd attempt.

MICA  : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in 
your selection?

Himanshu : It is always very 
important for a student 
to take classes, give 

speed test to brush up his 
preparation.

MICA  : How did you prepare for 
the examination?

Himanshu : 

English Language

By attempting more and more number 
of Speed Tests, learning vocabulary, 
watching The Hindu Editorial show 

& Practising Quiz from the Mahendra 
Guru Website.  

Reasoning Ability & Computers

Doing questions from Mahendra Guru 
quiz, speed tests, material kit and 

solving as many questions as possible.

Quantitative Aptitude

Practising DI and Word Problems 
questions from Mahendra's study 

material kit, taking PSS sessions and 
solving quiz from Mahendra Guru 

Website.

General Awareness

By reading newspapers, watching 
CAL show, reading MICA and 

practising speed tests.

MICA  : What you say about 
“Master in Current Affairs” 
Magazine and Mahendra 
Guru Website?

Himanshu : They altogether brushup 
the student's knowledge 
gained from newspapers.

MICA  : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Himanshu : Its faculty members, 
advanced smart class, 
smart lab facilities, PSS 
sessions and its simplified 
studying method.

MICA  : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Himanshu : Very important as time 
devotion leads to success.

MICA  : How did you prepare for 
the Interview?

Himanshu : I have attended Mock 
session and Interview 
classes from PDH.

MICA  : Tell us about the 
Interview Board and the 
questions asked?

Himanshu : There were 5 people in 
the interview board.

The questions asked were:

(I) About formation of RRB.

(II) About merging of banks.

(III) Questions based on Personal Details.

(IV) Current Affairs.

MICA  : By whom did you get 
information of your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Himanshu  : I checked myself, and it 
was very awesome to see 
my name in the final list.

MICA  : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Himanshu : Practice is the key to 
selection.

MICA  : Congratulations once again 
on your success. Your 
success is our success.

Himanshu : Thank You Mahendra for 
guiding me to Success.
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ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Gopal Das Neeraj, who passed away recently, was 
associated with which field? w Poetry

 # Who has won men’s singles gold at Asia Badminton 
Junior Championship 2018? w Lakshya Sen

 # Who has been named the first-ever female high court 
chief justice of Pakistan? w Tahira Safdar

 # Pawan Shah, who was in news recently, is associated 
with which sports? w Cricket

 # Who is the chairman of the Myanmar Government 
appointed independent commission to probe human 
rights against the ethnic Rohingya minority?  
 w Rosario Manalo

 # Who will be the director of the 11th edition of the 
India Art Fair 2019? w Jagdip Jagpal

 # Who has been elected as the Deputy Chairman of the 
Rajya Sabha? w Harivansh Narayan  
     Singh

 # Who has been appointed the new Chairman of Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)?   
 w Ram Sewak Sharma

 # Who has been appointed the new chairperson of the 
National Commission for Women (NCW)?  
 w Rekha Sharma

 # What is the name of the Trinidad-born Indian 
origin Nobel prize wining author who passed away 
recently? w VS Naipaul

 # Justice Manjula Chellur, who has been appointed as 
new chairperson of Appellate Tribunal for Electricity 
was previously chief justice of which high court?  
 w Bombay High Court 

 # Who has been officially appointed new UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights?   
 w Michelle Bachelet

 # What was the tenure of Somnath Chatterjee, who 
passed away recently, as Lok Sabha Speaker?  
 w 2004-2009

 # Who has been sworn-in as the Chief Justice of the Madras 
High Court (MHC)? w Vijaya Kamlesh  
     Tahilramani

 # Who has been appointed CEO of Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana (PMFBY)? w Ashish Kumar   
     Bhutani

 Paytm has launched “Paytm AI Cloud for India” for developers, start-ups, and enterprises in 
partnership with Chinese e-commerce company Alibaba. 

 # Which Bollywood personality has become the brand 
ambassador for Government of India (GoI)’s road safety 
awareness campaign? w Akshay Kumar

 # Who has been appointed India’s new ambassador to 
Russia? w D Bala Venkatesh  
     Varma

 # Which Indian personality has been ranked first in the 
Kotak Wealth Hurun-Leading Wealthy Women 2018 
list? w Smitha V. Crishna

 # Who has been appointed the head coach of the Indian 
Women’s National Cricket team?   
 w Ramesh Powar

 # Kofi Annan was from which African country?  
 w Ghana

 # Who has been conferred with the Odisha’s highest 
literary award ‘Atibadi Jagannath Das Samman’ for 
2018? w Ramakanta Rath

 # Karman Kaur Thandi is associated with which sports? 
 w Tennis

AWARDS
 # Which non-banking finance company has won the 

2018 NABARD award for its service to Self-Help 
Group (SHG) linkage? w  Repco Micro Finance
     Ltd

 # Who has been named as the 2017 All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) Player of the Year in the men’s 
category? w Sunil Chhetri

 # Which acclaimed personality has been selected for 
2018 Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana Award for promoting 
communal harmony and peace?   
 w Gopalkrishna Gandhi

 # Which Indian-Australian mathematician has bestowed 
with the prestigious 2018 Fields medal?   
 w Akshay Venkatesh

 # Which Indian personality has won the 2018 International 
Contributions Award given by the Association for 
Educational Communications and Technology (AECT), 
USA? w K Anvar Sadath

 # Who was the recipient of Outstanding Parliamentarian 
Award for 2015? w Ghulam Nabi Azad

 # Which Indian author has won the 2018 Hindu 
Playwright Award 2018? w Annie Zaidi



One Liner
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NATIONAL & STATE

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

 Prasar Bharati and Mizzima Media Group of Myanmar signed a MoU to realize cooperation 
and collaboration in broadcasting and content sharing. 

 # The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) has 
launched which dedicated portal to connect cargo 
owners and shippers with real time data on availability 
of vessels? w FOCAL

 # Which state government has recently constituted two 
committees to deal with a possible influx of illegal 
immigrants? w Manipur

 # Which state government has launched “Horn Not Ok’’ 
awareness campaign? w Himachal Pradesh

 # The joint military exercise ‘Maitree 2018’ has started between 
India and which country? w Thailand 

 # The world’s first-ever thermal battery plant has been 
inaugurated in which Indian state?   
 w Andhra Pradesh

 # The repatriation process of Bru tribals will start from 
which state to Mizoram from 14th August 2018?  
 w Tripura

 # Recently, Justice Gita Mittal has been sworn in as the Chief 
Justice of which High Court? w Jammu & Kashmir 

 # The ‘Tatkal sewa’ for property registration is a 
proposed initiative of which state government?  
 w Punjab

 # Recently, the first electronics manufacturing cluster 
in the northeastern region under ‘Digital North East 
Vision 2022’ was inauguarted in which city?  
 w Guwahati

 # In which three southern states, Wipro has launched 
Santoor women’s scholarship for higher education to 
girls from economically weaker families?  
 w Karnataka, Andhra  
     Pradesh and   
     Telangana

 # Which rescue operation has been launched by Indian 
Army in the flood-hit areas of Kerala?   
 w Operation Sahyog

 # Prasar Bharati had tied up with which technological 
giant to telecast 2018 Independence Day programme 
live online? w Google

 # Which language has become the India’s first tribal 
language to get a Wikipedia edition in its native 
script? w Santhali

 # Which state government has decided to observe 
September as the “month of nutrition” to create 
awareness among people living in the state?  
 w Rajasthan 

 # The special film festival on theme “Freedom Struggle 
& Freedom Fighters” has been organized by Films 
Division of India (FDI) in which city?   
 w Mumbai 

 # The completed draft of the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) has been officially published by which 
state government? w Assam

 # Which high level empowered committee has been 
constituted to address the issues of stressed thermal 
power projects? w Pradeep Kumar  
     Sinha committee

 # In whic What is the theme of the 10th edition of the 
Delhi Dialogue 2018? w Strengthening India- 
     ASEAN Maritime  
     Co-operation

 # Which state has topped the list of best-governed states, 
as per Public Affairs Index (PAI) for 2018?  
 w Kerala

 # What is the name of the high-level committee to 
suggest laws against mob lynching and violence?  
 w Rajiv Gauba   
     committee

 # The Ministry of Women and Child Development has 
launched which Childline contest to spread awareness 
on human trafficking? w #Childline1098

 # The first cow sanctuary of Rajasthan will come up in 
which district? w Bikaner

 # What is the name of the scheme launched by the 
Government of India to build bridge between Police 
and the larger community? w  Student Police Cadet  
     Programme

 # NABARD has launched the South East Asia’s first-
ever Centre for Climate Change (CCC) at which Indian 
city?  w Lucknow

 # What is the name of the most advanced System of Air 
Quality and Weather Forecasting has been launched the 
Union Government in Delhi?  w SAFAR 

 # Which state government has launched a smartphone 
distribution scheme ‘Mobile Tihar’ under the Sanchar 
Kranti Yojna (SKY)? w Chhattisgarh

 # NITI Aayog has launched which global mobility 
hackathon to crowdsource solutions for future of 
mobility in India? w Move Hack

 # The Central Government has approved 122 new 
research projects worth over Rs 100 crore under which 
scheme? w IMPRINT-2

 # India’s first all-woman Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) 
team for anti-terrorist operations has been inducted in which 
state / UT police ? w Delhi Police

 # Which state government will implement Pranam Scheme to 
ensure that govt staff take care of their parents & physically 
challenged siblings? w Assam 

 # Which Indian-American personality has won the 
International Geography Bee World Championship 2018 
in junior varsity division? w Avi Goel

 # Which Indian sportsperson has won the Community 
Award in the Junior NBA World Basketball 
Championship 2018? w Sunishka Kartik

 # What is the name of the Indians winning the 2018 
Ramon Magsaysay Award? w  Bharat Vatwani and  
       Sonam Wangchuk
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SPORTS

FINANCIAL AWARENESS

 Chief Minister of Rajasthan Vasundhara Raje launched India’s largest Business Incubator 
“Bhamashah Techno Hub” In Jaipur. 

 # NITI Aayog has signed Statement of Intent (SoI) 
with which pharmaceutical company to collaborate in 
Aspirational Districts Programme?   
 w Lupin Foundation

 # The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will soon issue new 
100 Rupee notes with motif of which UNESCO World 
Heritage site? w Rani Ki Vav

 # Which government organisation will host Investors’ 
Conference for the Holistic Development of Islands? 
 w Niti Aayog

 # The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has 
signed pact with which bank for a long-term unsecured 
loan to the tune of Rs 25,000 crore?   
 w State Bank of India 

 # Which company has become the first Defence PSU to 
be activated on the TReDS platform?   
 w Garden Reach   
     Shipbuilders and  
     Engineers

 # Which bank has become the India’s first bank to introduce 
iris authentication for Aadhaar-based transactions 
through micro ATMs? w Axis Bank

 # What is the theme of the 9th edition of Vibrant Gujarat 
Global Summit-2019? w Shaping of a New  
          India

 # Which Indian authority has launched the RUCO 
initiative recently? w Food Safety and  
     Standards Authority  
     of India

 # NITI Aayog has launched which mobility pitch 
competition for budding startups in the mobility 
field? w Pitch to Move

 # Which telecom company has launched a VOIP based 
phone service “WINGS”? w BSNL

 # Which brand has been ranked as India’s most patriotic 
brand , as per survey conducted by UK-based online 
market research and data analytics firm YouGov?  
 w State Bank of India

 # Which Indian cities are in the 2018 Global Liveability 
Index, released by the Economist Intelligence Unit 
(EIU)? w Delhi and Mumbai 

 # Which city hosted the 8th BRICS Health Ministers’ 
Meeting 2018? w Durban

 # Which country will explore concepts to save UNESCO 
World Heritage-listed Great Barrier Reef?  
 w Australia 

 # Which country has hosted the 4th BIMSTEC Summit 
2018? w Nepal

 # The first meeting of the India-Bangladesh Joint 
Committee on Border Haats was held in which city? 
 w Agartala

 # Which country hosted the 10th edition of BRICS 
Summit 2018? w South Africa 

 # Which city hosted the first ‘Nepal-India Think Tank’ 
Summit? w Kathmandu

 # Which country has recently launched amnesty 
programme for foreign workers overstaying permits? 
 w UAE

 # Which city hosted the Nepal-India Literature Festival 
2018? w Birgunj

 # Which country has successfully tested its first cutting-
edge waverider hypersonic aircraft “Starry Sky-2”? 
 w China 

 # Who has been sworn-in as the new President of 
Paraguay? w Mario Abdo Benítez

 # Which city hosted the 24th World Congress of 
Philosophy (WCP) 2018? w Beijing

 # Who has been sworn-in as the new President of Mali? 
 w Ibrahim Boubacar  
     Keita

 # The Central government has launched the National 
Viral Hepatitis Control programme in collaboration 
with which organisation to combat the disease by 
2030? w WHO

 # Which country has been designated as a nodal centre 
for preparing flash-flood forecasts to Asian nations by 
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)?  
 w India

 # Which central oil PSUs have signed Joint Venture 
(JV) pact for North – East Natural Gas Pipeline Grid 
(N-ENGPG)? w IOCL, ONGC,   
     GAIL

 # The Lok Sabha has recently passed the Fugitive 
Economic Offenders Bill 2018 to attach & confiscate 
assets of defaulters. The cases involved in economic 
offences of how much value will come under its 
purview? w Rs 100 crore or more

 # The Government has reduced the minimum annual 
deposit requirement for accounts under Sukanya 
Samriddhi Yojana from Rs. 1,000 to ____?  
 w Rs. 250

 # Viresh Kundu has won bronze in which Greco-
Roman wrestling category at the 2018 Asian Junior 
Championships in New Delhi?    
 w 97kg category

 # Afghan player Samira Asghari who has been 
nominated for the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) membership, is associated with which sports? 
 w Basketball 

 # Mansi Ahlawat bagged Silver in which wrestling category 
at the 2018 Junior Asian Wrestling Championships in 
New Delhi? w 57 kg category

INTERNATIONAL
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

 Country's first interstate transmission system (ISTS) has commissioned in Bhuj. The capacity 
of this project is 126 MW. 

 # Which road suburban railway station in Mumbai has 
been rechristened as Prabhadevi station?  
 w Elphinstone

 # The 19th Kargil Vijay Diwas 2018 has celebrated on 
which date? w Jul-26

 # Which city hosted the 18th UNICEF International Children’s 
Film Festival 2018? w Kolkata 

 # Which Indian film bagged the best film award at the 
3rd edition of the BRICS Film Festival 2018?  
 w Newton

 # The famous Goddess Meenakshi Amman temple, which 
has got its first non-Brahmin as ‘archaka’ (priest), is 
located in which state? w Tamil Nadu

 # What is the India’s rank in the United Nation’s 
E-Government Development Index (EGDI) 2018? 
 w 96th

 # The Mughalsarai junction has recently renamed as 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya railway station. It is located 
in which state? w Uttar Pradesh 

 # The elephants at which national park in Madhya Pradesh 
has enjoyed week-long picnic? w Kanha Tiger Reserve

 # What is the current number of India’s Biosphere 
reserves included in the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves? w 11

 # Which city has been ranked first in the Ease of Living 
Index 2018, which is released by Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs? w Pune 

 # Which city was the venue of the 11th World Hindi 
Conference (WHC) 2018? w Port Louis

 # Who has become the world’s oldest verified living 
person? w Kane Tanaka

 # Which renowned historian authored the book “Gandhi: 
The Years That Changed The World (1914-1948)”? 
 w Ramachandra Guha

 # Which Indian developer has claimed to develop the 
world’s first Hindi speaking realistic humanoid robot 
“Rashmi”? w Ranjit Srivastava

 # Which state government has signed pact with Tech 
Mahindra to establish India’s first Blockchain 
district? w Telangana 

 # Which IIT has developed the first indigenous 
microprocessors ‘RISECREEK’ under Project 
Shakti? w IIT Madras 

 # Who has been voted the most influential woman in 
history as per the recent Readers of BBC History 
magazine poll? w Marie Curie

 # India’s first genetic bank for wildlife conservation has been 
inaugurated in which city? w Hyderabad

 # Which space agency has successfully launched the 
Parker Solar Probe mission to touch the Sun?  
 w NASA

 # Which of the following is the official mascot for the 2020 
Tokyo Paralympic Games? w Someity

 # Who has clinched gold in 74 kg freestyle category in 
junior Asian wrestling Championships 2018?  
 w Sachin Rathi

 # Fakhar Zaman, who has become the fastest player to 
score 1000 ODI runs, belong to which country?  
 w Pakistan

 # Who has been declared as the best male athlete in the 
15th National Youth Athletics Championships 2018? 
 w Dhanvir Singh

 # Who has won the 2018 Formula One Hungarian Grand 
Prix tournament? w Lewis Hamilton

 # Which Indian golfer has won the 2018 Fiji International 
Golf title? w Gaganjeet Bhullar 

 # Who has become the first woman shuttler to win the 
women’s singles World Badminton Championships 
for a third time? w Carolina Marin

 # Which country’s team has won the 14th edition of Women’s 
Hockey World Cup 2018? w Netherlands 

 # Which country’s U-20 football team has won the 2018 Cotif 
Cup football tournament ? w Argentina

 # Who was India’s flag-bearer in the opening ceremony 
of the 2018 Asian Games? w Neeraj Chopra

 # Who has become the youngest Indian golfer to claim 
Asian Tour title at the 2018 Take Solutions Masters? 
 w Viraj Madappa

 # Hakam Singh Bhattal, who passed away recently, had 
won gold for India during which Asian Games?  
 w 1978

 # Who has clinched the 2018 men’s singles Rogers Cup 
tennis tournament? w Rafael Nadal

 # Nihal Sarin, who has become the 53rd chess 
Grandmaster from India, belongs to which state?  
 w Kerala

 # Esow Alben, who scripted history by winning the 
India’s first junior cycling World Cup medal, hails 
from which state/UT? w   Andaman & Nicobar
       Islands

 # Which Indian sportsperson has clinched India’s first 
Gold in the 18th Jakarta Asian Games 2018?  
 w Bajrang Punia

 # Which countries hosted the 2018 International Army 
Games (IAG)? w Russia, Iran, Armenia

 # Who has become the first Asian to swim UK-France 
channel? w Prabhat Koli

 # Which IIT institute has developed an online tool 
“TreadWill” to help people deal with mental health 
issues? w IIT Kanpur 

 # The 10th annual conference on oral implantology has 
recently held in which city? w New Delhi 



SPOTLIGHT ALL THAT MATTERS
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ABBREVIATIONS IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY BOOKS & AUTHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Calmar Ratio
The Calmar ratio measures the investment 
performance of hedge funds and other 
institutions that allocate capital. The 
Calmar ratio is a comparison of the 
average annual compounded rate of 
return and the maximum drawdown risk 
of commodity trading advisors and hedge 
funds. The lower the Calmar ratio, the 
worse the investment performed on a 
risk-adjusted basis over the specified 
time period. Generally speaking, the time 
period used is three years, but this can be 
higher or lower based on the investment 
in question.

Developed by Terry W. Young in 1991, 
the Calmar ratio is short for California 
Managed Account Reports. The risk-
adjusted nature of the Calmar ratio makes 
it stand out as one of many possible 
investment performance measures. When 
investors must select from a broad universe 
of possible investments securities, it helps 
to explicitly consider risk and return as 
factors of overall investment success. 
The Calmar ratio is the lesser known of 
the common risk-adjusted return gauges. 
Others include the Sortino ratio, Sharpe 
ratio and MAR ratios. William Sharpe, 
of Sharpe ratio fame, won the Nobel 
Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences in 
1990 for his work in capital asset pricing 
theory. This speaks to the class of influence 
measures like the Calmar ratio fall.

5th November World Tsunami Day
7th November National Cancer Awareness Day
9th November Legal Services Day
11th November National Education Day
14th November Children’s Day, Diabetes Day
17th November National Epilepsy Day
20th November Africa Industrialisation Day
21st November World Television Day
29th November International Day of Solidarity with 

Palestinian People

MIDH : Mission for Integrated Development of 
Horticulture

CEPR : Centre for Economic Policy Research

ICOMOS : International Council on Monuments and Sites

SUMPs : Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans

MEMU : Mainline Electric Multiple Unit

SIH : Smart India Hackathon

MISSION OVERSEAS

THE INDIAN SPY

SPLIT : A LIFE

ADVICE & DISSENT

SHE GOES TO WAR

:- Sushant Singh

:- Rashmi Saksena

:- Y.V. Reddy

:- Taslima Nasrin

:- Mihir Bose
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 Exercise Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Peace Mission 2018 has been started at 

Chebarkul, Russia. 

Dilbag Singh

Girish Radhakrishnan and Tajinder Mukherjee

Bimal Patel

Dilbag Singh took over as the new 
Director General of Jammu and 

Kashmir Police after his predecessor 
S P Vaid was shunted out and posted 
as Transport Commissioner.
Singh, a 1987-batch IPS officer 
from the state, took over as the new 
police chief at a simple ceremony. 
He continues to hold the charge of 
Director-General (Prisons). 
Vaid, a 1986-batch IPS officer, was 
unceremoniously removed as police 
chief. It was believed that the reason 
behind the sudden development 
was continuous friction over 
interference in the police work 
by the state's bureaucracy. Vaid 
has been shifted as Transport 
Commissioner, a post which was 
held by Saugat Biswas, a 2006-IAS 
officer. The post has been upgraded 
from Additional 
Secretary to the 
rank of Secretary. 
It will be 
headquartered in 
Jammu.

Indian-American Bimal Patel has been nominated 
to a key administrative position in the Treasury 

Department by US President Donald Trump.
Patel, from Georgia, has been nominated to 
be an Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for 
Financial Institutions. Currently, he serves as 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
for the Financial Stability Oversight Council. 
Prior to joining the US Department of the 
Treasury, Patel was a partner and head of the 
Financial Advisory and Regulation practice in 
the Washington, D.C., office of O'Melveny & 
Myers LLP, the White House said. 
Patel previously served as a senior advisor to 
Director Jeremiah O. Norton on the Board of 
Directors of the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. Additionally, he has served as 
an adjunct associate professor at Stanford 
University, teaching an undergraduate course 
on banking regulation. Patel earned his B.A. 
from Stanford University, 
M.P.P. from the Kennedy 
School of Government at 
Harvard University, and 
J.D. from the Georgetown 
University Law Center.

The Indian Banks Association 
(IBA) has elected Punjab 

National Bank's managing 
director and chief executive, 
Sunil Mehta, as the new 
chairman for 2018-19.
The managing committee of the 
banking lobby has also elected 
Bank of India's managing 
director and chief executive, 
Dina Bandhu Mohapatra, as 
the deputy chairman, an official 
release said.
State Bank of India's chairman, 
Rajnish Kumar, and Federal 
Bank's managing director, Shyam 
Srinivasan, will continue as 
deputy chairmen of IBA, it added.
Madhav Nair, country head and 
chief executive, Mashreqbank 
PSC, has been 
elected as 
the Honorary 
Secretary of 
the association 
for 2018-19, 
the IBA said.

Girish Radhakrishnan and Tajinder Mukherjee have been appointed chairmen-cum-
managing directors of the United India Insurance Company and the National 

Insurance Company Limited respectively.
Radhakrishnan, at present a general manager in the New India 
Assurance Company Limited (NIACL), has been appointed to the 
post till he attains the age of 60 years, the Personnel Ministry order 
said.

Mukherjee has also been appointed to the post till she attains the age of 
60 years. She is also a general manager at NIACL, it said.

Sunil Mehta



THE PEOPLE APPOINTMENTS

12

Scan the above QR Code & Get News With Videos

MICA  NOVEMBER 2018
 Indra Nooyi will be honoured with the 2018 Asia Game Changer Award by a Global Cultural 

Organisation. 

Om Prakash Mishra, who studied law 
in India, is set to become Nepal's new 

Chief Justice after the Parliamentary Hearing 
Committee unanimously endorsed his name 
for the top judicial post. Mishra, the senior-
most justice after Justice Deepak Raj Joshee, 
will assume charge as the Chief Justice after 
President Bidya Devi Bhandari officially 
appoints him. The Parliamentary Hearing 
Committee (PHC) conducted hearings on 
complaints filed against Mishra before giving 
its approval to appoint him as the Chief Justice, 
said committee coordinator Laxman Lal Karna.
The Committee had received four complaints 
against Mishra, one of which was later 
withdrawn. The in-camera parliamentary 
hearings were conducted on the remaining 
three complaints, Karna said. The 
Constitutional Council on August 23 had 
unanimously nominated Acting Chief Justice 
Mishra for the appointment of the top judicial 
post after the PHC rejected Chief Justice 
Nominee Joshee, citing controversial issues 
related to the candidate's academic certificates 
and discrepancies in his date of birth.
He was later rejected by the PHC on August 
3. Mishra assumed the duty of the Acting 
Chief justice from August 5 when Joshee 
went on a 15-day leave.
Born on January 1, 1954, Mishra, a resident 
of Raipur of Rupandehi district, holds 
a master's degree in Comparative Law 
from Delhi University (1989) and another 
master's degree in Political 
Science from Tribhuvan 
University (1985). He 
joined judicial service in 
1981 as a section officer.

Industry chamber Assocham has 
appointed former bureaucrat Uday 

Kumar Varma as its new Secretary 
General. He succeeds DS Rawat 
who held the position for nearly 14 
years, Assocham said in a statement. 
Varma retired from the position of 
Secretary, Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting, Government of 
India on June 30, 2013, and has extensive 
administrative experience at the highest levels 
of administration both in the state government (of 
Madhya Pradesh) and central government.
“During his tenure Dr Rawat strengthened links 
between India Inc. and the government and transformed 
Assocham, which represents businesses of all sizes and 
sectors as a national and global business network,” Assocham President 
Sandeep Jajodia said. Commenting on Varma’s appointment, Jajodia said, 
“He has a proven track record in terms of efficiency and competence and 
his administrative service record has been consistently outstanding”.

Advertising watchdog ASCI said 
D Shivakumar, former PepsiCo 

India head, has been appointed as 
its chairman. Shivakumar, who is 
presently Group Executive President, 
Corporate Strategy at Aditya Birla 
Group, was unanimously elected as 
the Chairman of the Board of ASCI for 
a period of three years. 
While, Sony Pictures Networks India 
President - Network Sales & International 
Business Rohit Gupta was elected as the Vice-Chairman 
and Media Brands CEO Shashidhar Sinha was re-
appointed as honorary treasurer of the Advertising 
Standards Council of India (ASCI).

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has nominated 

academician Dr Ron Malka as the 
country's next envoy to India. Malka, 
a senior lecturer at the College of Law 
and Business and Dean of the graduate 
programme in financial markets and 
banking, completed his doctorate from 
Israel's Bar-IIan University.
He has also served as a director and acting 
chairman of the Tel-Aviv Stock Exchange.

Om Prakash Mishra U K Varma

D Shivakumar

Ron Malka
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President Ram Nath Kovind appointed 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi as the next Chief 

Justice of India, law ministry said. Justice 
Ranjan Gogoi is the 46th Chief Justice of 
India (CJI). He will take oath on October 3 
after incumbent CJI Dipak Misra retires a 
day before. Justice Misra had on September 4 
recommended justice Gogoi as his successor 
as per established practice of naming the 
senior-most judge after the CJI for the post.
Justice Gogoi will have a tenure of a 
little over 13 months and would retire on 
November 17, 2019. President Kovind 
signed warrants of appointment of Justice 
Gogoi following which a notification 
announcing his appointment was issued.
Born on November 18, 1954, justice Gogoi 
was enrolled as an advocate in 1978. He 
practised in the Guwahati high court on 
constitutional, taxation and company matters. 
He was appointed as a permanent judge 
of the Guwahati high court on February 
28, 2001. He was transferred to the Punjab 
and Haryana high court on September 9, 
2010. He was appointed 
as chief justice of Punjab 
and Haryana high court on 
February 12, 2011 and then 
a judge of the Supreme 
Court on April 23, 2012.

UN Secretary General António 
Guterres has appointed veteran 

Indian development economist and UN 
official Satya S Tripathi as Assistant 
Secretary-General and Head of the 
New York Office of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). 
Tripathi, who will succeed Elliott Harris 
of Trinidad and Tobago, has since 2017 
served as Senior Adviser on the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development at UNEP. 
A development economist and lawyer with over 35 
years of experience, Mr. Tripathi has worked for the United 
Nations since 1998 in Europe, Asia and Africa on strategic 
assignments in sustainable development, human rights, 
democratic governance and legal affairs, spokesman for the Secretary-General 
Stephane Dujarric told reporters. Mr. Tripathi was previously the Director and 
Executive Head of the United Nations Office for Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Developing Countries Coordination 
in Indonesia, as well as for the United Nations Recovery Coordinator for the 
$7 billion post-tsunami and post-conflict recovery efforts in Aceh and Nias. 
He participated as Chair of the Committees on Laws and Treaties for the 
United Nations-mediated Cyprus unification talks in 2004.

Global investment bank Goldman 
Sachs has appointed Prachi Mishra 

as the managing director and chief 
India economist.  Prior to joining 
Goldman Sachs, Mishra was the 
deputy division chief of the Western 
Hemisphere Department at the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Before that, she headed the strategic 
research unit at the Reserve Bank of 
India from February 2016 to May 2017. She 
was also a specialist adviser at the RBI between 
November 2014 and February 2016. Mishra was the first 
lateral recruit at the RBI. Prior to that, she had worked 
as a senior economist at both the IMF and the ministry 
of finance.

Ruchi Ghanashyam, a 1982-batch Indian Foreign Service officer, was appointed as 
India's next High Commissioner to Britain.  According to a statement issued by 

the External Affairs Ministry, Ghanashyam, who is currently Secretary (West) in the 
Ministry, is expected to take up the assignment shortly. 
She will succeed Y.K. Sinha in London.  Ghanashyam, a 1982-batch 
Indian Foreign Service officer, is currently Secretary at the 
headquarters here and is expected to take up the assignment shortly, 
the ministry said.  Her appointment comes at a crucial time when the UK 
is in the process of coming out of the European Union. 

Justice Ranjan Gogoi Satya Tripathi

Prachi Mishra

Ruchi Ghanashyam

 G. Satheesh Reddy has been appointed as the Chairman of the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO). 
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 According to Ecowrap, an SBI research report, the country's current account deficit (CAD) is 

likely to touch 2.8 per cent of GDP in the current financial year. 

IBBY Congress honour

Steel Industry Leader' award

J C Bose Fellowship

Award winning children's writer Ramendra Kumar was 
honoured at the 36th International Board on Books for 

Young People (IBBY) Congress in Athens where he showcased 
the glory of Jagannath culture. Besides chairing two important 
sessions at the 3-day IBBY Congress recently, Kumar said he 
also presented a paper on 'The Brave New World of Indian 
Children’s Literature.' 
Globally acclaimed speakers from different countries presented 
papers during the sessions chaired by Kumar, who is a distinguished children's writer and chief of 
communications in the Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP). Kumar was the only Indian writer to have got this 
honour. The Congress, where 450 delegates from more than 70 countries participated, is considered to 
be the biggest biennial global event focusing on children’s literature, a statement of RSP said.
During the sessions at the event held from August 30 to September 1, Kumar also highlighted the global 
relevance of the Jagannath consciousness, it said. Kumar is an acclaimed children's writer with 33 
books to his name. His writings have been translated into 28 languages both Indian and foreign. He won 31 awards by the 
Children's Book Trust (CBT), over the years, the RSP statement said.

Tata Steel has been adjudged Steel Industry Leader globally by 
the Dow Jones Sustainability Index 2018 (DJSI), a Tata Steel 

press release. Tata Steel is also the only India-based company to 
emerge as a winner among all 60 sectors evaluated for DJSI 2018.
Tata Steel leads the Steel industry in RobecoSAMs Corporate 
Sustainability Assessment based on its Total Sustainability Score 
in 2018. This is the second time in the last three years that Tata 
Steel has been adjudged the "Industry Leader" amongst 24 steel 
companies globally, it said.
We are honored to be ranked the number one company in the steel sector globally. It is a recognition 
of our efforts towards sustainability and relentless pursuit for a better tomorrow. By its very nature, 
steel manufacturing is one of the most challenging businesses from the perspective of sustainability. 
"This recognition encourages us to stay committed to our focus on creating a sustainable ecosystem and 
benchmark with best in class for further improvement, said T V Narendran, CEO and MD, Tata Steel.
S&P Dow Jones Indices (S&P DJI), one of the world's leading index provider, and RobecoSAM, the investment specialist that 
has focused exclusively on Sustainability Investing (SI) for over 23 years, on Thursday announced the results of the annual 
DJSI review.

The Vice Chancellor of the University of Hyderabad, Prof 
Appa Rao Podile, has been selected for the prestigious J C 

Bose Fellowship-2018. The fellowship is given in recognition 
of his performance in the area of plant-microbe interactions in 
general and induced resistance in plants in particular, according to 
a university press release.
He has made 'significant' contributions in three closely related 
areas of research that revolve around the recognition of pathogen-
derived molecules by plants that activate defence response and 
contribute to improved health/yield, it said. The J C Bose Fellow will receive a fellowship amount of Rs 
25,000 per month and a research grant of Rs 15 lakh per annum and is provided initially for a period of 5 
years. The release said Podile has developed a concept to use chitinolytic bacteria that attack the rigid cell 
wall of fungal pathogens for control of fungal diseases and also as PGPR.
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PATA award

Praful Bidwai Memorial Award

Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar 2017-18

Kerala Tourism's efforts to get back on track after the recent devastating floods got a shot 
in the arm as it won two prestigious awards for its innovative marketing campaigns. 

The gold awards of the Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) were presented at a function 
in Malaysia. Assistant Director of India Tourism, Singapore, Sudeshna Ramkumar received 
the award on behalf of Kerala Tourism department.
Kerala Tourism bagged the first gold for its 'Yalla Kerala' print media campaign in the Gulf 

countries, a release said. It showcased the state's greenery and backwaters, 
a different world from the Gulf, just four hours away by air. With the 
punch line, 'Yalla Kerala,' the campaign generated a lot of interest about 'God's Own Country' as a 
tourism destination in the Gulf. The second gold award came for an innovative poster the Kerala Tourism 
had developed for the third edition of the Kochi-Muziris Biennale (KMB), the biggest contemporary art 
show in South Asia.

The Praful Bidwai Memorial Award for 2018 has been conferred upon Ulka Mahajan, one 
of the three founders of Sarvahara Jan Andolan. The Praful Bidwai Memorial Award, 

instituted in the memory of journalist and social activist who died in Amsterdam in 2015 and 
was committed to radical social transformation, justice for all and gender equality, seeks to 
recognise the efforts of individuals and institutions that strive for similar ends. The award was 
presented to Mahajan by social activist Medha Patkar.

"For Mahajan, it was a journey that began in 1989 as a student of social work, 
when she became acquainted with the Katkari adivasis, who traditionally 
survived on extracting katha from the Acacia catechu trees growing in local 
forests," Patkar said.  The SJA has been working to empower extremely 
impoverished and marginalised communities of Raigad, Maharashtra, 
through people's action.

The Union Minister for Human 
Resource Development, Prakash 

Javadekar presented the Swachh 
Vidyalaya Puraskar 2017-18 on 
September 18, 2018 at Dr Ambedkar 
International Centre in New Delhi, as a 
part of the Swachhata Hi Seva campaign 
launched by PM Narendra Modi on 
September 15, 2018.  This year, for the 
first time, the award has been extended 
to private schools besides government 
and government aided schools.
Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar 2017-18

 # The methodology for the awards 
was evolved in consultation with 
the UNICEF and Administrative 
Staff College of India (ASCI), 
the Implementation and Technical 
partners for the awards. 

 # The schools voluntarily applied 
online through a website and 
mobile App for the awards.

 # Schools were rated through 
a transparent mechanism 
on five broad parameters – 
Water, Toilet, Hand washing 
with Soap, Operations 
and Maintenance, and 
Behaviour Change and 
Capacity Building.

 # Out of 52 Awardee schools, 37 
schools are from rural areas and 
15 from urban areas. 

 # A total of 45 schools are 
government/government aided; 
7 are private schools; 24 are 
elementary and 28 are secondary/
higher secondary schools. 

 # The awardee schools also include 5 
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas 
and 2 Navodaya Vidyalayas.

 # 4 States (Puducherry, Tamil Nadu, 
Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh) 
and 9 districts (Pondicherry, 

Srikakulam, Chandigarh, Hisar, 
Karaikal, Latur, Nellore, South 
Goa, Vadodara) will also be 
awarded with Certificate of 
Recognition for having maximum 
number of schools awarded with 
National Swachh Vidyalaya 
Puraskar.

 # Awardee schools will be given 
an additional 
school grant of 
Rs 50,000 along 
with Certificate 
of Recognition.

 Emmerson Mnangagwa took oath as President of Zimbabwe. 
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Jain monk Tarun Sagar Maharaj 
died. He was 51.

"He was not keeping well and 
was earlier admitted to a private 
hospital in Vaishali. A few days 
ago, he had decided to come to 
the Radhapuri Temple in Krishna 
Nagar, where he died at around 
3.18 am morning," said a senior 
official of the Bhartiya Jain 

Milan, a pan-India Jain organisation.
He said the last rites will be carried out at the Tarun Sagar 
Dham in Modinagar in Uttar Pradesh.

Former Union petroleum 
minister Satya Prakash 

Malaviya died. He was 84.
Born at Malviyanagar in the city 
of Allahabad, the former Union 
minister was jailed for 18 months 
during Emergency.
Malaviya has served as the 
petroleum minister in the cabinet 

headed by former Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar. 
He also served as environment minister in the Uttar Pradesh 
cabinet. He began his political career as a member of Praja 
Socialist Party. He later joined the Congress.

Well-known wrestler 
Ganpatrao Andalkar died. 

He was 83. Andalkar, a former 
Olympian who took part in the 
1964 Tokyo Olympics, had 
bagged the coveted "Hind Kesari" 
title in 1960.
He also went on to clinch Gold 
and Silver medals in two different 
weight categories in the 1962 

Jakarta Asian Games.
Andalkar was also a recipient of the Arjuna award (1964) 
and the Maharashtra government's 'Shiv Chhatrapati Award' 
in 1982 for his contribution to wrestling.
Kaka Pawar, the coach of Commonwealth Gold medallist 
wrestler Rahul Aware, termed Andalkar's contribution to 
wrestling in Maharashtra as notable.

Senior Congress leader and 
former Union minister 

Gurudas Kamat died. He was 63. 
A five-time member of Parliament 
from the Mumbai and was also the 
president of the NSUI from 1976 
to 1980. He was the Union minister 
of state for home affairs with the 
additional charge of communications 
and information technology from 

2009 to 2011. In July 2011, he resigned as the minister.
He was also a former president of the Mumbai Regional 
Congress Committee. An advocate by profession, Kamat was 
a commerce graduate from the R A Podar College in Mumbai. 
He had a law degree from the Government Law College here.

Veteran film writer Brij 
Katyal, who penned the 

story of the Shashi Kapoor and 
Nanda starrer 'Jab Jab Phool 
Khile', passed away. He was 86.
Katyal also wrote the story 
of many TV serials including 
'Dillagi' and 'Saans' which was 
directed by Neena Gupta.
Renu Sharan, one of the producers 

who worked with Katyal, said: "He wrote many scripts for 
us, the first being 'Dillagi'. His characters were very real."

Padma Bhushan awardee and 
noted agricultural economist 

Vijay Shankar Vyas passed away. 
He was 87.
Shankar Vyas is survived by his 
wife and two sons.
He had held several prestigious, 
professional and leadership 
positions in national and 
international organisations.

The economist was the director of the Indian Institute 
of Management (IIM), Ahmedabad, and the Institute of 
Development Studies (IDS), Jaipur.
He was also a senior advisor in the World Bank's agriculture 
and rural development department.
He was the vice president of the state planning board 
during my tenure as Rajasthan chief minister and will 
be remembered for his talent, soft-spoken and social 
personality, Gehlot said in his condolence message.

 Global investment bank Goldman Sachs has appointed Prachi Mishra as the managing director 
and chief India economist. 

Tarun Maharaj Satya Prakash 
Malviya

Ganpatrao Andalkar

Gurudas Kamat

Brij Katyal

VS Vyas
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Odia film and theatre 
personality Rathindra Nath 

Bose, popularly known as Debu 
Bose, passed away. He was 75.
Born on December 2, 1942, Bose 
joined in government services 
after completing his MA from 
JNU and went on to serve as 
the general manager (GM) of 
Odisha Industrial Infrastructure 

Development Corporation.
When he was young, he had learnt Odissi classical dance 
from Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra and Guru Mayadhar 
Rout. he had also acted and directed several plays.
Bose started his cinema career as a villain in Nagen Ray's 
'Tapasya' in early 1980s.
Till his last film 'Raasta (2014), Bose acted in over 150 
films and in most of them he had played the role of a 
father to almost all the young Odia cine stars of the present 
generation. Apart from acting in several Bengali films, 
Bose had also acted in a Hindi movie 'Ashraya' directed by 
Biplav Raychoudhury.

US Senator John McCain died. 
He was 81.

During three decades of 
serving as Arizona Senator, 
McCain made two unsuccessful 
attempts for the presidency. He 
lost a bitter primary campaign 
to George W Bush and the 
Republican establishment in 
2000. He won the nomination 

in 2008, only to be defeated in the general election by 
Obama.

Former Bengal cricket 
captain Gopal Bose died. 

He was 71.
An opening batsman, Bose had 
scored 3757 runs in 78 first-
class games with eight hundreds 
and 17 fifties. He also took 72 
wickets with his handy off-
breaks including one five-wicket 
haul.

He was the first cricketer from Bengal to play an ODI 
against England in 1974, which was incidentally only the 
second ODI that India played
Interestingly, Bose was the manager of the Virat Kohli-led 
India U-19 team that won the colts World Cup in Kuala 
Lumpur in 2008.

Air Marshal Randhir Singh 
passes away at 97

Air Marshal Randhir Singh 
(retd), a highly decorated Indian 
Air Force veteran, passed away 
here at the age of 97 after a 
brief illness. A contemporary of 
IAF's late Marshal Arjan Singh, 
Air Marshal Randhir Singh, 
PVSM, AVSM, Vir Chakra, 

died Tuesday night. He was cremated with full military 
honours at Sector-25 crematorium in Chandigarh. His 
son, Wing Commander Pradeep Singh (retd), performed 
the last rites. Air Marshal Singh is also survived by a 
daughter.

Kuldip Nayar, renowned 
journalist, author and human 

rights activist passed away in 
Delhi. He was 95. He is survived 
by his wife and two sons.
A former editor at The Indian 
Express, Nayar fought fiercely 
for press freedom, especially 
during Emergency. In 2015, he 
was honoured with the Ramnath 

Goenka Lifetime Achievement Award for his contribution 
to journalism. He authored 15 books including “Beyond 
the Lines”, “India after Nehru” and “Emergency Retold”. 
In the 90s, Nayar served as High Commissioner of India 
to the United Kingdom. He was nominated to Rajya Sabha 
in 1997.
Born in Sialkot (now in Pakistan) in 1923, Nayar graduated 
in law. He studied journalism and began his career with 
an Urdu newspaper called Anjam. He later headed various 
newspapers in Delhi. He was a widely known columnist 
and wrote for newspapers across the world.
Nayar was among the journalists who had staunchly 
opposed the Emergency imposed by then prime minister 
Indira Gandhi. During Emergency, he was jailed under the 
Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA) for leading a 
protest against the excesses of the administration.

Debu Bose John McCain

Gopal Bose

Randhir Singh

Kuldip Nayar

 8th meeting of India-Kenya Joint Trade Committee was held in Nairobi, Kenya. 
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

UIDAI makes face 
recognition feature 

mandatory for Aadhaar 
authentication.

Government constitute 
21-member Prime Minis-
ter’s Science, Technology 
and Innovation Advisory 

Council.

PM Narendra Modi 
announces hike in 

remuneration for ASHA, 
Anganwadi workers.

 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has inaugurated Travel Mart organised by the 
state government and FICCI in Lucknow. 

UIDAI makes face recognition feature mandatory for Aadhaar 
authentication 25 August '18

Unique Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI) has announced new 
measure to make facial recognition 

mandatory for every authentication that 
requires Aadhaar. The facial recognition will 
come as additional feature along withregular 
authentication process that includes 
identification of an individual based on 
fingerprints or eye scans. 
Highlights:

 # According to the new measure, the 
facial recognition will come as an 
additional feature along with the regular 
authentication process that includes 
identification of an individual based on fingerprints or eye scans.

 # The services that most commonly require Aadhaar authentication include issuance of mobile SIM, banks, public 
distribution system and office attendance at government offices.

 # There have been numerous instances where people have been excluded from Aadhaar authentication as their fingerprints 
were worn out due to old age or because of being involved in manual labour or agriculture.

 # The use of facial recognition will help include such people in the Aadhaar authentication process.
 # The process will be rolled out in a phased manner and it would be initially mandated for the providers of SIM cards 

of telecom companies.
 # The telecom operators have been directed that at least 10 per cent of their total monthly authentication transactions 

should be performed using facial recognition with effect from September 15, 2018.
UIDAI is nodal statutory organization behind Aadhaar, a 12 digit unique number. It was granted statutory 
status by Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016. 
Aadhaar is 12 digit number is linked with an individual’s demographic and biometric information, which 
serves as an authentication tool throughout India. Using Aadhaar, Union and State Governments are 
trying to link many of their major development and subsidy schemes to reduce leakages and duplication.



NATIONAL

19NOVEMBER 2018  MICA

Scan the above QR Code & Get News With Videos

DAC approves procurement of Vertically Launched Short Range Missile 
Systems

INS Vikramaditya for the first time to be fitted with marine hydraulic 
system

The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Hon’ble Defence 
Minister Smt Nirmala Sitharaman, met on 25 Aug 2018 and accorded 
approval for procurement for the Services amounting to approximately 

Rs. 46,000 crores. The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), in a landmark 
decision, approved procurement of 111 Utility Helicopters for the Indian Navy 
at a cost of over Rs. 21,000 crores. This is the first project under the MoD’s 
prestigious Strategic Partnership (SP) Model that aims at providing significant 
fillip to the Government’s ‘Make in India’ programme. SP Model envisages 
indigenous manufacturing of major defence platforms by an Indian Strategic 
Partner, who will collaborate with foreign OEM, acquire niche technologies 
and set up production facilities in the Country. The model has a long-term vision of promoting India as a manufacturing 
hub for defence equipment thus enhancing self-sufficiency and establishing an industrial and R&D ecosystem, capable of 
meeting the future requirements of the Armed Forces. The contract when finalised, would result in a vibrant and wide-spread 
Defence industrial eco-system in the Indian Aviation Sector with the Private Industry and MSMEs as major stakeholders.
In further quest for modernisation of the Armed forces the DAC also granted approval to a few other proposals amounting 
to approximately Rs. 24,879.16 crores, which included approval for procurement of 150 numbers of Indigenously 
Designed and Developed 155 mm Advanced Towed Artillery Gun Systems for the Indian Army at an approximate cost 
of Rs 3,364.78 crores. These guns have been indigenously designed & developed by DRDO and will be manufactured by 
production agencies, as nominated by DRDO. They are likely to be the mainstay of Artillery in the near future. A nod to 
these major schemes will provide a fillip to the ‘Make in India’ push by the Government, will help create self-reliance in 
the Country in Defence manufacturing sector and has the potential of making the Defence Industry as a major engine of 
India’s economic growth.
To enhance the capability of Navy at sea, approval has also been granted for procurement of Anti-
Submarine capable, 24 in number Multi Role Helicopters, which are an integral part of the frontline 
warships like the Aircraft Carriers, destroyers, frigates and corvettes. Availability of MRH with the Navy 
would plug the existing capability gap. In addition, procurement of 14 Vertically Launched Short Range 
Missile Systems was also cleared by the DAC. Of these, 10 systems will be indigenously developed. 
These systems will boost the self-defence capability of ships against Anti-Ship Missiles.

India’s only aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya for the 
first time will be fitted with marine hydraulic system to 
boost the air operations of the ship. It will be fitted with 

two marine hydraulic systems whose technical terms go by 
“GS-1MF” and “GS-3”.
Highlights

Marine hydraulic systems GS-1MF and GS-3 will be used for 
refuelling, cleaning and pressurisation of hydraulic systems 
of aircraft and helicopters on board INS Vikramaditya. GS-
1MF hydraulic system is used in helicopters, while GS-3 is 
used in aircraft. The upgrades and sea trials these systems 
will be done in India.
The system will be installed by Technodinamika, a 
subsidiary of Russia’s Rostec State Corporation by May 
2019. Technodinamika specialises in development, 
manufacturing and after-sale servicing for systems and 
equipment of civil and military aircraft.

INS Vikramaditya

Currently it is most powerful 
aircraft carrier of the Indian Navy. 
It was built in 1987 and had served 
the Soviet navy (named as Baku). 
It was later renamed Admiral 
Gorshkov under the Russian navy. India had purchased it in 
2004 at cost of $2.3 billion and was commissioned in Indian 
Navy in November 2013 at Severodvinsk in Russia.
INS Vikramaditya design is based on Kiev-class aircraft 
carriers. It is 284 metres long and 60 metres high (high as 
20-storeyed building). It weighs 40,000 
tonnes and is biggest and heaviest ship 
in e Indian Navy. Its air wing consists of 
30 MiG 29K fighter jets and six Kamov 
helicopters. It is based at its home port at 
Karwar in Karnataka.

 A Book on former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, titled "Atal Ji Ne Kaha" has been 
authored by Brijendra Rehi. 

26 August '18

27 August '18
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 Sushma Swaraj has inaugurated the 3rd Indian Ocean Conference in Hanoi, Vietnam. 

Government constitute 21-member Prime Minister’s Science, Technology 
and Innovation Advisory Council

Government launches the third edition of Smart India Hackathon 2019

The Narendra Modi Government 
has constituted a high power 
committee to advise it on policy 

matters related to science, technology 
and innovation.
Named as PM-STIAC (Science, 
Technology, Innovation Advisory 
Committee), the 21-member 
committee, including a dozen special 
invitees, will be chaired by K Vijay 
Raghavan, Principal Scientific Advisor 
to the Government.
Among the key 9 permanent members 
are VK Saraswat, Member NITI 
Aayog and former DG of DRDO; A 
S Kiran Kumar, ex Chairman, ISRO; 
Baba Kalyani, MD of Bharat Forge, 
Sangamitra Bandopadhyay, Director, 
Indian Statistical Institute, Manjul 
Bhargava, Princeton University, US & 
Field Medal winner in Mathematics; 
Madhuri Kanitkar of Armed Forces 
Medical College; Ajay Sood, IISc; and 

Subhash Kak, Oklahoma 
University, US.
According to an 
official notification, 
secretaries of all science 
& technology related 
ministries are part of the 
special invitees. These 
include atomic energy, 
space, biotechnology, 
new & renewable energy, environment 
& forests, agriculture, health & higher 
education.
The committee will advise the Prime 
Minister on all matters related to 
S&T, innovation and monitor the 
implementation of PM’s vision on the 
same.
It will facilitate the formulation 
and implementation of policies and 
decisions, provide action-oriented and 
future preparedness advise and assist 

in directing S&T to solve the socio 
economic problems in the country. It 
will also have a large focus on driving 
innovation in education, research, 
industry etc.
PM-STIAC will effectively supersede 
the SAC-Cabinet and SAC-PM (which 
were in limbo ever 
since the Modi 
Government came 
to power in 2014), 
which will now 
stand dissolved.

The third edition of World’s 
Biggest Open Innovation Model 
- Smart India Hackathon 2019 

was launched by the Union Minister 
for Human Resource Development, 
Shri Prakash Javadekar in New Delhi.
MHRD, AICTE, Persistent Systems 
and i4c have joined hands to 
make a hat trick with their highly 
popular and innovative Smart India 
Hackathon initiative (SIH). SIH-2019 
is a nationwide initiative to provide 
students a platform to solve some of 
pressing problems we face in our daily 
lives, and thus inculcate a culture of 
product innovation and a mindset of 
problem solving.
Speaking on the occasion, the 
Minister said that in this new edition 
of SIH-2019 over 1 Lakh+ students 
from around 3000 institutions will 
have the opportunity to work on 
challenges faced within the Public 

Sector Organizations and the Union 
Ministries. And for the 1st time, it will 
also include problem statements from 
industry as well as NGOs.
He said that while students would get a 
chance to create world class solutions 
for some of the top organizations in 
the world, it would also be a chance 
for organizations to meet the brightest 
young minds and brand themselves 
from hiring perspective. He informed 
that the students from IISc, IITs, NITs 
and AICTE/UGC approved institutions 
will also compete to creatively solve 
problems and offer technical solutions.
The Minister also informed that like 
its prequel, Smart India Hackathon- 
2019 would also have 2 sub-editions 
– Software edition (a 36-hour software 
product development competition) 
and Hardware edition (a 5 days 
long hardware product development 
competition). He said that Public/ 

Private sector organizations and NGOs 
may join SIH2019 to get innovative 
solutions to their problems in cost 
effective ways.
Some more benefits to join SIH are 
as follows:

 # Opportunity to brand your 
organization nationally

 # Recognition and visibility for your 
organization across all technical 
institutions in India

29 August '18
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 Economic policy think-tank NCAER has retained India's growth forecast for the current fiscal 
at 7.4 per cent. 

Environment Ministry releases India’s National REDD+ Strategy

Reiterating India’s commitment to Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change, Union Minister for Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, Dr. Harsh Vardhan 

has emphasised that the cooperation and involvement of 
the tribals, other forest dwelling people and the society as 
a whole, is crucial for the implementation of the REDD+ 
strategy. Speaking at the release of ‘National REDD+ 
Strategy India’, Dr. Vardhan also underlined the importance 
of new innovations and ideas. The Minister stated that the 
well-being of our forests is essential for a healthy living 
environment in the country. The Minister further emphasised 
that REDD+ activities will help in sustainable livelihood of 
local communities and also in conservation of biodiversity. 
Appreciating the work of Expert Committee members, 
Dr. Vardhan invited experts & all others to contribute to 
the implementation of the National REDD+ Strategy. He 
also acknowledged the efforts put in for coordinating the 
preparation of this document. The Minister stated that 
India’s National REDD+ strategy is one of the tools to 
achieve India’s commitment to Paris Agreement. 
Speaking on the occasion, DGF & Special Secretary 
highlighted that REDD+ strategy will help the country to fulfill 
its NDC commitments and will also contribute to the livelihood 

of the forest dependent population., Director General of Indian 
Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE), Dr. 
Gairola, pointed out that a National Governing Council of 
REDD+ chaired by the Union Environment Minister at the 
national level and two technical committees, headed by DG, 
Forest Survey of India and DG, ICFRE are being established 
for supporting the REDD+ implementation in the country. Dr. 
Gairola also underlined the need to enhance efforts for forest 
conservation and enhance productivity of forest eco-systems. 
He also informed that the REDD+ actions at the State level 
will be coordinated by the committee headed by the Principal 
Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF) & Head of Forest Force 
(HOFF) of the States.

31 August '18

 # Young techies from all over the 
country offer out-of-the-box 
solutions to your problems

 # Be part of World’s biggest Open 
Innovation Movement

 # Opportunity to work with some of 
the best talent in the country

 # Technology Students across 
India compete to creatively solve 
problems and offer technical 
solutions

 # Harness expertise of lakhs of 
students from IISc, IITs, NITs 
and AICTE/UGC approved 
institutions

Dr. Anil Sahasrabudhe, Chairman, 
AICTE, Chairman, Smart India 
Hackathon 2019 said, “SIH has 
been trend setting. Following the 
success of SIH2017 and SIH2018, 
it gives us extreme pleasure to 
unveil its third edition - Smart India 
Hackathon 2019. In the last 2 years, 
students got an opportunity to solve 
problem statements from government 

departments, this time they are getting 
problem statements from Private 
Organizations as well. This will 
increase their chance for employability 
and enterprising opportunities.”
Secretary, MHRD, Shri R 
Subrahmanyam, said that it is exciting 
that the World’s biggest open innovation 
model - Smart India Hackathon 2019 will 
also involve our win-win collaboration 
with all the private sector organizations. 
We hope all technical students make the 
best of this unique opportunity and make 
SIH2019 a grand success.”
Dr. Abhay Jere, CIO, Ministry of HRD 
said, “With Smart India Hackathon 
2019, for the first time we are 
approaching Public and Private sector 
organizations, and NGOs for sharing 
problem statements. We expect about 
200+ such organizations will join 
hands with us to challenge young 
minds from India to come up with the 
most innovative solutions”.
The earlier two editions of this 
initiative were a roaring success. 

Some major key points of Smart 
India Hackathon 2017 and Smart 
India Hackathon 2018 are mentioned 
below.
Smart India Hackathon 2017 saw 
problem statements coming from 
29 union ministries of India. Out of 
the top ideas from this edition, 20 
projects were mentored and creatively 
developed. They are now ready for 
handover to the concerned ministries 
and deployment.
Smart India Hackathon 2018 involved 
27 union ministries and 17 state 
governments and for the first time 
introduced a special Hardware edition. 
The ministries are now in the process 
of shortlisting some of the best ideas 
from the 200+ winning teams (under 
both software and hardware editions) 
and the process 
of mentoring and 
developing full-
fledged solutions 
will soon be kick 
started. 
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 India will take part as a partner country in the Izmir International Trade Show to be held in 
Istanbul from September 7. 

In simple terms, REDD+ means “Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and forest Degradation”, conservation 
of forest carbon stocks, sustainable management of forests, 
and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing 
countries. REDD+ aims to achieve climate change mitigation 
by incentivizing forest conservation. The strategy seeks 
to address drivers of deforestation and forest degradation 
and also developing a roadmap for enhancement of forest 
carbon stocks and achieving sustainable management of 
forests through REDD+ actions. The National REDD+ 
Strategy will soon be communicated to the UNFCCC.
Paris agreement on climate change also recognizes role of 
forests in climate change mitigation and calls upon country 
Parties to take action to implement and support REDD+. 
India has communicated in its Nationally Determined 

Contribution under Paris Agreement, that it will capture 
2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of Carbon dioxide through additional 
forest and tree cover by 2030. India’s first biennial update 
report to UNFCCC has revealed that forests in India 
capture about 12% of India’s total GHG emissions. Thus, 
forestry sector in India is making a positive cost effective 
contribution for climate change mitigation.
Complying with the UNFCCC decisions on REDD+, 
India has prepared its National REDD+ Strategy. The 
Strategy builds upon existing national 
circumstances which have been updated 
in line with India’s National Action Plan 
on Climate Change, Green India Mission 
and India’s Nationally Determined 
Contribution (NDC) to UNFCCC.

HRD Ministry launches Innovation Cell and Atal Ranking for Higher 
Education Institutions

In yet another game changing initiative, 
the Union Minister for HRD, Shri Prakash 
Javadekar and Union Minister of State 

for HRD, Dr. Satya Pal Singh launched 
the Innovation Cell and Atal Ranking of 
Institutions on Innovation Achievements 
(ARIIA)at AICTE, New Delhi. 
The Union Minister also said that 21st century 
is century of Innovation, and the Prime 
Minister of India has called the decade 2010-
20 as the ‘Decade of Innovation’, to unleash 
the creative potential of every Indian. India 
has already been improving on global stage in 
terms of Innovation ranking from 86th place, 5 
years ago, to 57th place this year.
The Union Minister said that for the real outcome there has to be some assessment of what is being done to promote 
innovation. Therefore, Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) has also been launched. It will 
encourage healthy competiveness among Higher Educational Institutions.
Detailed information about MHRD Innovation Cell and Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements 
(ARIIA) are given below-

MHRD Innovation Cell (MIC)

Innovation cell is MHRD’s initiative established at AICTE with a purpose to systematically foster the culture of Innovation 
in all Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) across the country. The primary mandate of Innovation Cell is to encourage, 
inspire and nurture young students by exposing them to new ideas and processes resulting in innovative activities in their 
formative years fostered through Network of Innovation clubs in Higher Educational Institutions.
Major Programs

 # Network of Innovation Clubs (NIC)
 # Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA)
 # Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2019
 # National Student Startup Policy (NSSP)

31 August '18
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 Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) will buy 7 per cent equity stake in IDBI Bank. 

Network of Innovation Clubs (NIC)

MIC will prescribe basic framework for the structure, formation, structure and smooth running of ICs and will soon share 
list of different activities which ICs need to undertake for the entire academic year.
Why HEIs should join ICs Network?

 # No major capital investment required and IC will make use of existing local ecosystem
 # Students/Faculty associated with ICs will have exclusive opportunity to participate in various Innovation related 

initiative and competitions organized by MHRD.
 # Win exciting prizes/Certificates every month
 # Meet/ Interact renowned Business Leaders and top-notch academicians
 # Opportunity to nurture and prototype new ideas
 # Mentoring by Industry Professionals
 # Experiment with new technologies.
 # Visit new places and see new culture.

Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA)

For India to emerge as a global innovation hub, the youth of our country, especially in higher education institutions 
(HEIs) need to play a crucial role to create a sustainable innovation ecosystem. Hence, ideally all HEIs should have a 
comprehensive and functional mechanism to convert research into innovations. This ecosystem will encourage, inspire and 
nurture young students by exposing them to new ideas and processes resulting in innovative activities in their formative 
years.
To ensure that Innovation is primary fulcrum of all HEIs, Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), 
Govt. of India is introducing ‘Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA)’ to systematically 
rank education institutions and universities primarily on innovation related indicators. ARIIA considers all major 
indicators which are commonly used globally to rank most innovative education institutions/ universities in the 
world.
ARIIA ranking will certainly inspire Indian institutions to reorient their mind-set and build ecosystems to encourage 
high quality research, innovation and entrepreneurship. More than quantity, ARIIA will focus on quality of innovations 
and will try to measure the real impact created by these innovations nationally and internationally. Moreover, ARIIA 
will set tone and direction for institutions for future development for making them globally competitive and in forefront 
of innovation.
ARIIA will primarily focus on 5 main parameters

Indicators Weightage

Budget Expenses and Revenue generated through Innovation and entrepreneurship development 20

Facilitating access to advance centres / facilities and entrepreneurial support system 10

Idea to Entrepreneurship 54

Development of Innovation Ecosystems Supported through Teaching & Learning 10

Best innovative solutions Developed In-house for Improving Governance of Your Institution 6

Total 100

Application Open Date: 15th Oct 2018
Last Date: 30th Nov 2018
Announcement of ARIIA ranks: April 2019
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 The World Bank will provide a $250 million loan facility to Rajasthan for improving the 
performance of its electricity distribution sector. 

India opens Zokhawthar 
immigration check-post in 
Mizoram along Myanmar 
border

Census 2021 for first time to collect data 
on Other Backwards Castes

India has opened an immigration check-
post in Mizoram along the border with 
Myanmar, a reflection of its growing 

closeness with the eastern neighbour.

In a notification, the Home Ministry said 
the central government has designated 
Zokhawthar land check-post in Mizoram as 
an authorised immigration centre for entry 
into and exit from India with valid travel 
documents for all passengers to or from 
Myanmar.

The move came days after India and 
Myanmar opened the land border crossing 
at Zokhawthar-Rih. Zokhawthar is in 
Champhai district of Mizoram, while Rih is 
in Myanmar's Chin province.

Zokhawthar will be the second immigration 
check-post in Mizoram along the Myanmar 
border, after Zorinpui in Lawngtlai district, 
which was opened in September last year.

Zokhawthar border trading post is one of the 
largest trading centres after the state capital 
Aizwal. India shares a 1,643-km-long border 
with Myanmar which touches Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram. It 
is fifth largest after Bangladesh (4,096.7 km), 
China (3,488 km), Pakistan (3,323 km) and 
Nepal (1,751km). Earlier in August 2018, 
India and Myanmar opened the land border 
crossing at Zokhawthar-Rih. Zokhawthar 
is in Champhai district of Mizoram, while 
Rih is in Myanmar’s Chin 
province. Zokhawthar 
border trading post is 
one of the largest trading 
centres after Mizoram’s 
state capital Aizwal.

Census 2021 will for the first time in 
independent India collect data on Other 
Backwards Castes (OBCs), a move 

considered politically significant ahead of 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections.  The then V P 
Singh government had announced 27 per cent 
reservation for OBCs based on the Mandal 
Commission recommendation, which was 
broadly prepared on the basis of the country’s 
last castes data collected in the 1931 census. The 
disclosure of the decision to collect the OBC data came after Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh reviewed the preparation for the Census 2021. The 
National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO), a wing of the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation, had announced a sample survey 
report on the country’s population in 2006 and suggested that the OBC 
population in the country is around 41 per cent of the total population.
The NSSO had enumerated 79,306 households in rural areas and 45,374 
in urban regions. The ruling Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) is expected 
to highlight the decision to collect OBC data in the 2021 census in the 
run up to the 2019 Lok Sabha polls as several OBC groups have been 
demanding for it for long. In 2011, the United Progressive Alliance 
(UPA) government had conducted the Socio Economic and Caste Census 
and its findings were released on July 3, 2015 by the present National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government. Subsequently, on July 28, 2015, 
the government had said that a total of 8.19 crore errors were found in the 
caste particulars, of which 6.73 crore errors were rectified. However, 1.45 
crore errors are yet to be rectified. The home ministry spokesperson said 
the census 2021 will be finalised in three years after conducting the census 
instead of the current seven to eight years period. At present, it takes seven 
to eight years to release the complete data. Nearly 25 lakh enumerators are 
trained and engaged for the gigantic exercise. Accurate collection of data 
will be ensured in Census 2021, an official said. 
The use of maps and geo-referencing at the time of house listing is also 
under consideration. Singh also stressed the need for improvement in 
the civil registration system, especially registration of births and deaths 
in remote areas, and strengthening sample registration system for 
estimating data such as Infant Mortality Rate, Maternal Mortality Ratio 
and Fertility Rate. The Census Organisation was set up on an ad-hoc 
basis for each Census till the 1951 Census when the Census Act was 
enacted in 1948 to provide for the scheme of conducting population 
census with duties and responsibilities of census officers. As per the 
2011 Census, the country’s population stood at 1.21 billion, almost equal 
to the combined population of the U.S., Indonesia, Brazil, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Japan put together [1214.3 million]. Earlier, the Home 
Ministry issued notification that the data collected during 2021 Census 
would be stored electronically, also a first. Presently, the “schedules” (a 
tabular form containing details of individuals), carried 
by enumerators to households was being stored in a 
physical form at government’s storehouse in Delhi. It 
is based on these schedules that the relevant statistical 
information on population, language, occupation, etc, 
are sorted from and published.

31 August '18
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 2019 Asian Youth and Junior Weightlifting Championships will be held in the Pyongyang, 
North Korea. 

Krishna Kutir: Government inaugurates home for 1000 widows in 
Vrindavan

Indian Air Force successfully carries first-ever mid-air refuelling of 
LCA Tejas

The Minister for Women & Child 
Development, Smt Maneka 
Sanjay Gandhi, alongwith 

Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Shri 
Adityanath Yogi inaugurated the 
widows’ home ‘Krishna Kutir’ at a 
function at Vrindavan, Mathura, Uttar 
Pradesh. The Minister for Women 
Welfare, UP, Prof. Reeta Bahuguna 
Joshi; Minister for Dharmarth Karya, 
UP, Shri Laxmi Narayan Chaudhary; 
and MP from Mathura, Smt Hema 
Malini were present on the occasion 
alongwith other dignitaries. Krishna 
Kutir is a special home for 1000 
widows set up by the Ministry of 
Women & Child Development under 
Swadhar Greh scheme of the Ministry 
and is the largest ever facility of its kind 
created by a government organization.

Vrindavan home will offer shelter 
and protection to the large number of 
helpless widows of Vrindavan. 

An area of 4 acres has now been 
allocated near the home by the 
district administration which will be 
developed into a park and which can 
be used by the widows of the home. 

Widows will be a part of various 
committees which will be formed to 
manage the widows’ home. 

UP Chief Minister, Yogi Adityanath 
announced that the UP Government 
will allocate land in Varanasi and 
Lucknow for construction of shelter 

homes for women and children 
as suggested by the WCD 
Ministry. 

The WCD Ministry has started 
the Swadhar Greh scheme 
to provide such facilities to 
abandoned and shelter less 
women. This will not only 
reduce their difficulties but will 
also help them live a dignified 
life with a sense of confidence.

The Home for Widows, Krishna Kutir 
has been constructed on 1.4 hectare 
of land through National Building 
Construction Corporation (NBCC) at 
a cost of 57.48 Crores (including cost 
of the land) with a capacity of 1000 
inmates. It has beautifully made 100 
rooms/dormitories. The design of the 
Home has been prepared in consultation 
with Helpage India and is old age 
friendly. It consists of ground plus 
three floors with the facilities of ramp, 
lifts, supply of adequate electricity, 
water and other amenities for meeting 
the requirement of senior citizens and 
persons with special challenges. The 
facility is also equipped with a large 
modern kitchen and a skill cum training 
centre. It also has two dispensaries and 
physiotherapy facility and the inmates 
will be given regular medical check ups. 
The construction of the home has been 
funded by Central Government and 
will be managed by the Government 
of Uttar Pradesh. To connect with the 

netizens, the Ministry of Women & 
Child Development had launched a 
month-long contest (Nov-Dec, 2017) 
on social media, ‘Name the Vrindavan 
Ashram’. The entry of Ms. Sunita 
Katyal, Krishna Kutir, was adjudged 
as the winning entry by the selection 
committee. Smt Maneka Sanjay 
Gandhi had launched the construction 
of the project in 2016.

The widows’ home has been 
constructed by the WCD Ministry to 
mitigate the plight of widows living 
in pathetic condition in Vrindavan. 
The Ministry took cognizance of this 
shocking condition of widows living 
in Vrindavan who refused to go back 
to their native place or their home. 
In order to provide a dignified and 
humane living conditions to them, the 
Ministry, as a special 
case, constructed 
this Krishna Kutir 
at the temple town 
of Vrindavan with 
all the required 
facilities.

01 September '18

06 September '18

The first ever mid-air refuelling of the indigenously developed 
light combat aircraft Tejas was successfully carried out, 
placing India in an elite group of countries having air-to-air 

refuelling system for military planes. The milestone was achieved 
when 1,900 kg of fuel was transferred from the mid-air refuelling 
tanker of IAF’s IL78 to the Tejas LSP8 at an altitude of 20,000 
feet. The feat was achieved days after the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
successfully did a dry run of mid-air refuelling using the Russian-
built IL-78 MKI tanker. 
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 Japan has won the 2018 FIFA Under-20 Women's World Cup in Vannes, France. 

The IAF IL78, piloted by Wg Cdr Siddarth Singh, accomplished the task with designers from HAL and Aeronautical 
Development Agency (ADA) closely monitoring system parameters from the ground station at Gwalior. According to 
the HAL, the speed of Tejas was 270 knots when all the internal tanks and drop tanks were refuelled. With this, India 
joins an elite group of countries who have developed the Air-to-Air (AAR) (refuelling) system for military class of 
aircraft. 

Successful ‘dry’ docking of aerial refuelling probe with the mother tanker was carried out on September 4 and 6, he said. 
HAL officials said in the dry docking no fuel was transferred. The mid-air refuelling of Tejas came three months after it 
successfully fired an air-to-air beyond visual (BVR) range missile. The IAF had ordered 40 Tejas Mark-1 version and a 
request for proposal was issued to HAL by the IAF in December for procurement of another batch of 83 Tejas at a cost of 
around Rs 50,000 crore.

LCA Tejas is lightweight single-seat multi-role jet fighter, powered by single engine. It has tailess and compound delta 
wing design made entirely of composite structures. It is pegged as world’s smallest and lightest supersonic fighter aircraft 
in its class. It is first advanced fly-by-wire Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) designed, developed and 
manufactured indigenously by state owned Hindustan Aeronautical Limited (HAL) and Aeronautical 
Development Agency (ADA) as part of LCA programme, started in 1980s to replace India’s ageing 
MiG-21 fighters. It was named ‘Tejas’, which means ‘radiance’, by former prime minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee. It took total of 20 years from 1993 to 2013 for building this aircraft. Its maiden flight took 
place in 2001.

SLINEX-2018: India and Sri Lanka conducts joint naval exercise at 
Trincomalee 07 September '18

The sixth edition of ‘SLINEX 2018’, a joint 
naval exercise between the naval forces of 
India and Sri Lanka is currently underway in 

Trincomalee, a major port city of Sri Lanka. The 
bilateral exercise is being held from September 
7-13, 2018.

The bilateral exercise, which was previously held 
once in two years, will be held as an annual event 
from this year onwards. Three Navy ships from each 
side along with around 1,000 naval personnel from 
both countries are participating in the joint drill.

Highlights

 # The three Indian warships participating in the exercise include INS Kirch, Sumitra and Cora Divh.
 # In addition to the three ships, one ship-borne integral helicopter and two maritime patrol aircraft Dornier are 

participating from the Indian side, while the Sri Lankan Navy is represented by SLN Ships Sayurala, Samudra and 
Suranimala.

 # The exercise is being conducted in two phases. It commenced with the Harbour Phase, during which, the participants 
engaged in professional, cultural and social interactions.

 # It was followed by the Sea Phase, from September 11- 13, in the Bay of Bengal off Trincomalee. The phase 
includes gun firings, communication procedures, seamanship as well as navigation evolutions and helicopter 
operations.

 # SLINEX series of bilateral maritime exercises was initiated in 2005 and since then five successful engagements have 
been conducted.

 # SLINEX aims to promote mutual understanding and provide exposure to both the Navies to each 
others’ operating procedures, communication procedures and best practices.

 # This allows the two navies to develop a greater confidence to operate together during complex 
maritime missions.
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 The Reserve Bank expects that India's economic growth rate to accelerate to 7.4 per cent in the 
current financial year. 

Defence and Homeland 
Security Expo and 
Conference held in 
New Delhi

Yudh Abhyas 2018: India, US annual combat 
exercise to be held Chaubatia in Uttarakhand

07 September '18

08 September '18

Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh inaugurated 3-day 
Defence & Homeland 

Security Expo and Conference – 2018 
in New Delhi. It was jointly organised 
by PHD Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in association with Ministry 
of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSME).
Defence & Homeland Security 
Expo and Conference – 2018

The objective of expo was to enable 
nation become self-reliant in Home 
Land Security (HLS) and defence 
sector there by making India stronger 
economy. It was also aimed at 
addressing country’s HLS-Defence 
and Economic needs on an integrated 
platform. It provided common 
platform to over 200 Indian and 
multinational companies to enable 
engagement with country’s premier 
defence establishments. Home Land 
Security involves protection of 
citizens and critical infrastructure 
for natural and intentional threats. 
Companies to deliver a HLS solution 
provide solutions around GPS, 
radars, ID systems, access control, 
IR Equipment, thermal imaging 
heat detection to 
ensure effective 
and punitive 
measures to combat 
and nuetralise any 
threat.

India and United States 
will conduct their annual 
combat exercise “Yudh 

Abhyas” at Chaubatia in 
Uttarakhand from 16 to 29 
September, 2018. The exercise 
will be held soon after both 
countries hold their inaugural 
top-level “2+2” dialogue in 
New Delhi.
Highlights:

It will be fourteenth edition of exercise in Yudh Abhyas series which was 
started in 2004 under US Army Pacific Partnership Program. This will be 
fourth time exercise will be conducted at Chaubattia in Uttarakhand. The aim 
of this exercise will be to enhance interoperability between armies. It will also 
focus on enhancing counter-terror cooperation.
The scope and intensity of this year’s exercise is much wider and is in reflection 
of upswing in defence ties between the two countries. This year’s Yudh 
Abhyas drills will be upgraded to battalion-level field training exercise (FTX) 
and division-level command post exercise (CPX). It will see participation of 
around 400 soldiers from each side, increase from around 200 each earlier. 
India will be fielding 15 Garhwal Rifles. Last year, Yudh Abhyas was held at 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord in the US.
The defence and security cooperation between India and US has witnessed 
new momentum in last couple of years. Earlier in September 20178, both 
countries had signed Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement 
(COMCASA) which will allow Indian defence forces to receive military-grade 
communications equipment from US and ensure access to real-time encrypted 
information. It will also help India to obtain critical defence technologies from 
US.
India and the US also have decided to hold their first-ever mega tri-Service 
amphibious exercise off eastern coast of India in 2019. This will be only 
second time India will deploy assets and manpower from its Army, Navy and 
Air Force together for exercise with foreign country after tri-service Indra 
wargames were held with Russia at Vladivostok in 2017.
In July 2018, US had announced granting India status of Strategic Trade 
Authorisation-1 (STA-1) country, making it first South Asian nation to be 
given designation along with US’ NATO allies like South Korea, Australia and 
Japan. STA-1 status will help India get critical technology from US in defence 
and certain other key areas. It will also further facilitate India-US trade and 
technology collaboration in defence and high technology areas. In June 2016, 
US had designated India as major defence partner intending 
to elevate defence trade and technology sharing with India 
to level commensurate with that of its closest allies and 
partners.
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 Sujata Kumar, who played Sridevi's sister in the film "English Vinglish", has passed away.

India, Czech Republic sign five 
agreements

Nomadic Elephant 2018: India, Mongolia joint exercise held in Ulaanbaatar

08 September '18

11 September '18

The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, 
reached the Czech Republic as part of his state 
visit to three European nations – Cyprus, Bulgaria 

and the Czech Republic. The President commenced his 
engagements with a visit to the Prague Castle where he 
was received by Mr Milos Zeman, the President of the 
Czech Republic.

India, Mongolia joint exercise Nomadic Elephant 2018 commenced at Mongolian Armed 
Forces (MAF) Five Hills Training Area in Ulaanbaatar (capital of Mongolia). Nomadic 
Elephant is annual bilateral military exercise started in 2006. It is designed to strengthen 

partnership between Indian Army and Mongolian Armed Forces.
Nomadic Elephant 2018

This year it is thirteenth edition of exercise aimed at developing mutual understanding 
and respect between armies of both countries and facilitate in tackling the world wide 
phenomenon of terrorism. The 12 days long joint exercise will be conducted from 10 to 21 September 2018.
This exercise will seek to improve tactical and technical skills in joint counter insurgency and counter terrorist operations 
in rural and urban scenario between both countries under United Nations mandate. Indian contingent is represented 
by contingent of 17 PUNJAB Regiment while Mongolian contingent is represented by Unit 084 of 
Mongolian Armed Forces.
During the exercise, armies of both countries will jointly train, plan and execute series of well-developed 
tactical drills for neutralisation of likely threats that may be encountered in urban warfare scenario. 
Moreover, experts from both sides will also conduct detailed discussions to share their experience on 
varied topics for mutual benefits.

During the subsequent one-to-one discussions with President Zeman, and later the delegation-level talks that both 
Presidents lead, President Kovind thanked his host for the warmth and hospitality with which his delegation and he had 
been received. He emphasised India’s keenness to cooperate with the Czech Republic in the fields of defence, technology 
and manufacture, business and trade, as well as on issues of multilateral importance such as terrorism. President Kovind 
said that Czech strengths in manufacturing and advanced technology make the country a natural fit to partner Indian 
economic growth and next-generation development.
President Kovind also thanked the President and government of the Czech Republic for a special carve-out for mobility of 
high-skilled Indian workers and business executives to work and live in the Czech Republic on a long-term basis. Initially 
limited to 500 visas a year, the new procedure will come into effect in October 2018.
India and the Czech Republic are signing five agreements as part of President Kovind’s visit. These are:

 # Cooperation between the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, India, and the Czech Academy of Sciences
 # A work plan to support Indo-Czech projects in diverse areas of science and technology, with the Department of 

Science and Technology taking the lead from the Indian side
 # A visa waiver agreement for diplomatic passport holders
 # Cooperation in laser technology between ELI Beamlines and the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
 # Cooperation between the Haryana Agricultural University and the Czech University of Life Sciences

In addition, both countries also agreed to initiate cooperation in civil nuclear energy. Details of prospective 
agreement to be signed between Global Centre for Nuclear Energy Partnership, Jhajjar (Haryana) and 
relevant Czech institution are to be worked out.
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 India has won the South Asian Football Federation (SAFF) Under-15 Women's Championship 
title. 

MILEX-18: First military exercise of BIMSTEC countries held in Pune

PM Narendra Modi announces hike in remuneration for ASHA, 
Anganwadi workers

11 September '18

12 September '18

The first field training military 
exercise MILEX-18, as part of 
the Bay of Bengal initiative for 

multi-sectoral technical and economic 
cooperation (BIMSTEC) commenced 
at Foreign Training Node at Aundh 
in Pune, Maharashtra. All member 
BIMSTEC countries, except Thailand 
and Nepal will take active part in this 
exercise. Thailand and Nepal will only 
be sending group of observers.
MILEX-18

The theme of the exercise is counter-
terrorism in semi-urban terrain. Its main 
aim is to promote strategic alignment 
among member-states and to share 
best practices in the area of counter-
terrorism. The exercise will include 
training in operations like search-and-
cordon operations, search and destroy 
and handling and neutralisation of 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) 
among other things. Each participating 
member country will be represented 
by platoon sized contingents including 
around 30 soldiers (including five 
officers, 25 Junior Commissioned 
Officers (JCOs) and personnel of 
other ranks). As part of this exercise, 
conclave of Army chiefs of all seven 
member-states is also being planned. 
In it, army chiefs will debate challenge 

of terrorism and 
transnational crime, 
which is major concern 
among all states and 
discuss ways to promote 
collective cooperation.
Comment

Through this exercise 
India is trying to achieve 
in cooperative defense 
diplomacy. It is also looking forward 
to initiate process of sharing counter-
terrorism strategies among armies of 
member nations in the region. India 
also wants to start a dialogue, sharing 
of procedures, thoughts, processes 
and certainly strategies to deal with 
terrorism collectively in region.
BIMSTEC

It is regional group of seven countries 
in South Asia and South East Asia 
lying in littoral and adjacent areas of 
Bay of Bengal constituting contiguous 
regional unity. It was established 
on 6 June 1997 through Bangkok 
Declaration. It is headquartered in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Its member countries are India, Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka from 
South Asia and Myanmar, Thailand 
from South East Asia. They are 

collectively home 
to around 1.5 billion 
people which 
constitute around 
22% of global 
population.
BIMSTEC’s main objective is to 
promote technological and economic 
cooperation among south Asian 
and south-east Asian countries 
along coast of the Bay of Bengal. 
The grouping is sector-driven 
cooperative organization, started 
in 2006 with six sector including 
trade, technology, energy, transport, 
tourism and fisheries. In 2008, it was 
expanded to embrace eight more 
sectors including agriculture, public 
health, poverty alleviation, counter-
terrorism, environment, culture, 
people to people contact and climate 
change.

Prime Minister Narendra Narendra Modi has announced an increase in 
remuneration of those involved with the government’s Accredited Social Health 
Activist (ASHA) scheme and anganwadi scheme. The PM said the anganwadi 

workers will get the hiked remuneration from next month. The announcement was 
made by Modi during his video interaction with lakhs of ASHA, Anganwadi and 
auxiliary nurse midwife (ANM) workers.
A hike in the remuneration has been a long-standing demand by ASHA and anganwadi 
workers. They had also participated in the farmers’ protest in Delhi this month.
The prime minister also announced the doubling of routine incentives given by the 
Union Government to ASHA workers. In addition, all ASHA workers and their helpers would be provided free insurance 
cover under Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana and Prime Minister Suraksha Bima Yojana.
The prime minister also announced significant increase in the honorarium given to anganwadi workers. Those receiving 
Rs. 3000 so far, would now receive Rs 4,500. Similarly those receiving Rs. 2,200 would now get Rs 3,500. The honorarium 
for anganwadi helpers has also been increased from Rs 1,500 to Rs 2,250.
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PM Modi also said that anganwadi workers and helpers using techniques such as Common Application Software (ICDS-
CAS), would get additional incentives. The incentives ranging from Rs 250 to Rs 500 would be based on performance.
The prime minister interacted with teams of three As – the ASHA worker, Anganwadi worker and ANM (Auxiliary Nurse 
Midwife) from across the country. He appreciated their efforts to work together, to use innovative means 
and technology, to improve the delivery of health and nutrition services and achieve the goal of the 
POSHAN Abhiyan – reduction of malnutrition in the country.
Poshan Maah is being celebrated across the country in September. The programme aims to reach every 
household in the country with the message of the importance of optimum nutrition.

EC orders removal of NOTA from Rajya 
Sabha, legislative council elections

Health Ministry notifies HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Act, 
2017

12 September '18

12 September '18

Election Commission of India (EC) had removed NOTA (None 
of the Above) option from ballot papers of Rajya Sabha, 
Legislative Council elections following directive of Supreme 

Court. The NOTA option, henceforth will be only available in direct 
elections such as Lok Sabha and state assembly elections.

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has issued a notification 
for bringing the Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention and Control) Act, 

2017 in force from 10th September, 2018. The Act, safeguards the rights 
of people living with HIV and affected by HIV. The provisions of the Act 
address HIV-related discrimination, strengthen the existing programme 
by bringing in legal accountability, and establish formal mechanisms for 
inquiring into complaints and redressing grievances.
The Act seeks to prevent and control the spread of HIV and AIDS, prohibits discrimination against persons with HIV and 
AIDS. The Act lists various grounds on which discrimination against HIV positive persons and those living with them is 
prohibited. These include the denial, termination, discontinuation or unfair treatment with regard to: (i) employment, (ii) 
educational establishments, (iii) health care services, (iv) residing or renting property, (v) standing for public or private 
office, and (vi) provision of insurance (unless based on actuarial studies). The requirement for HIV testing as a pre-
requisite for obtaining employment or accessing health care or education is also prohibited. 

In August 2018, Supreme Court had said that NOTA will not be applicable as ballot option in Rajya Sabha polls. It will only 
continue to be option in direct elections such as Lok Sabha and state assemblies. It had quashed June 2014 notification of 
EC that allowed use of NOTA option in Rajya Sabha elections. It held that NOTA will destroy concept of value of vote and 
representation, and encourage defection that shall open doors for corruption which is malignant disorder. It also had held 
that NOTA was meant to be exercised by individual voters in direct polls.
NOTA is ballot option designed to allow voter to indicate disapproval of all of the candidates in a voting system. It was introduced 
in 2013 after Supreme Court of India directed Election Commission to provide NOTA button in the electronic voting machines.
NOTA option was first used in 2013 assembly elections held in four States — Chhattisgarh, Mizoram, Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh. 2014 Lok Sabha election was first general election to see its nationwide use of NOTA, where it polled 
1.1% of the votes.
NOTA is not right to reject i.e. candidate with maximum votes wins the election irrespective of the 
number of NOTA votes polled. Election Commission also has clarified that even though votes cast as 
NOTA are counted, they are considered as invalid votes so they will not change outcome of election 
process.

 Mitchell Johnson has announced his retirement from all forms of cricket. 
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Cabinet approves 4 New 
National Institutes Of 
Design

VC 11184: HSL to undertake sea trials of 
India’s first ocean surveillance ship13 September '18

13 September '18

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given 
its approval for introduction of Bill in 

Parliament for amendment of NID Act, 2014 to 
include the four new National Institutes of Design 
(NID) viz. National Institute of Design, Amaravati/
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh; National Institute 
of Design, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh; National 
Institute of Design, Jorhat, Assam and National 
Institute of Design, Kurukshetra, Haryana within 
the ambit of the National Institute of Design 
Act, 2014 and to declare them as Institutions of 
National Importance (INIs) at par with the National 
Institute of Design, Ahmedabad. Some minor 
amendments to the Act including consequential 
amendments considered necessary namely, to 
re-name NID Vijayawada as NID Amaravati and 
nomenclature of Principal Designer as equivalent 
to Professor are also proposed in the Bill.
Establishing new NIDs as Institutions of 
National Importance in different geographical 
regions of the country will help produce highly 
skilled manpower in design which, in turn, will 
create job opportunities, both direct and indirect, 
by providing sustainable design interventions 
for crafts, handloom, rural 
technology, small, medium 
and large scale enterprises; 
and outreach programmes 
for capacity, capability and 
institution building.

Once ready, it will 
be India’s first, a 
force multiplier and 

cruise the country into a 
global elite club. Hindustan 
Shipyard Limited (HSL) will 
undertake sea trials of India’s 
first missile tracking ship by 
the first week of October.
The keel of the ship, which was laid on June 30, 2014, is being built for 
the National Technical Research Organisation, the technical intelligence 
agency working directly under the supervision of the Prime Minister’s 
Office and the National Security Adviser.
Considered a “topmost secret project”, a lot of confidentiality is being 
maintained in executing the project costing about `750 crore. It will be 
named after its induction into the Indian Navy. For now, it is simply 
referred as VC 11184. This will be the first of its kind ocean surveillance 
ship being built as part of the efforts under the NDA government to 
strengthen the country’s strategic weapons programme.
The ship was built inside the covered dry dock. It has the capacity 
to carry 300-strong crew with hi-tech gadgets and communication 
equipment, powered by two diesel engines, and a large deck capable 
of helicopter landing.
HSL, set up in 1941, achieved a total income of `651.67 crore and a 
value of production of `644.78 crore during 2017-18, the highest since 
inception. It is poised to get orders for construction of five fleet support 
ships costing `9,000 crore and finalise request for proposal for design 
collaborator for construction of two Special Operation Vessels called 
mini submarines. It is also banking on the order for medium refit of 
Russia-made third Sindhughosh class submarine INS Sindhuratna for 
which it has submitted technical bids.
Visakhapatnam is considered a strategic location on the East Coast 
for the Indian defence forces as it is home for Ship 
Building Centre to build nuclear powered submarine 
INS Arihant class, Naval Alternate Operational Base 
at Rambilli, the second naval base after Eastern Naval 
Command headquarters, training centre for Marine 
Commandos and headquarters of the submarine arm.

Every HIV infected or affected person below the age of 18 years has the right to reside in a shared household and enjoy the 
facilities of the household. The Act also prohibits any individual from publishing information or advocating feelings of hatred 
against HIV positive persons and those living with them. As per provisions of the Act, a person between the 
age of 12 to 18 years who has sufficient maturity in understanding and managing the affairs of his HIV or 
AIDS affected family shall be competent to act as a guardian of another sibling below 18 years of age to 
be applicable in the matters relating to admission to educational establishments, operating bank accounts, 
managing property, care and treatment, amongst others. As per the provisions of the Act, every person in the 
care and custody of the state shall have right to HIV prevention, testing, treatment and counseling services.

 Pakistani-origin Mehreen Faruqi took oath as Australia's first Muslim woman Senator.
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Health Ministry prohibits manufacture, sale and distribution of Fixed 
Dose Combinations

Ministry of Water Resources institutes National Water Awards

13 September '18

14 September '18

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has prohibited the manufacture for sale, 
sale or distribution for human use of 328 Fixed Dose Combinations (FDCs) with 
immediate effect. It has also restricted the manufacture, sale or distribution of six 

FDCs subject to certain conditions.
Earlier, the Central Government had, through its notifications published on the 10th March, 
2016 in the Gazette of India, prohibited the manufacture for sale, sale and distribution 
for human use of 344 FDCs under section 26 A of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940. 
Subsequently, the Government had prohibited five more FDCs in addition to the 344 under the same provisions.
However, the matter was contested by the affected manufacturers in various High Courts and the Supreme Court of India. 
In compliance with the directions given by the Supreme Court of India in its judgment dated the 15th December, 2017, 
the matter was examined by the Drugs Technical Advisory Board constituted under section 5 of the Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act, 1940 which furnished its report on these drugs to the Central Government. The Drugs Technical Advisory Board 
recommended, amongst other things, that there is no therapeutic justification for the ingredients contained in 328 FDCs 
and that these FDCs may involve risk to human beings. The Board recommended that it is necessary to prohibit the 
manufacture, sale or distribution of these FDCs under section 26 A of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 in the larger 
public interest. With regard to six FDCs, the Board recommended that their manufacture, sale and distribution be restricted 
subject to certain conditions based on their therapeutic justification. Fifteen FDCs out of the 344 prohibited on the 10th 
March, 2016, which were claimed to be manufactured prior to 21stSeptember, 1988, have been kept out of the purview of 
current notifications.
Earlier, an Expert Committee appointed by the Central Government had also examined these FDCs and made 
recommendations in line with those of the Board as indicated above.
The Central Government considered the recommendations of the Expert Committee and Drugs Technical Advisory Board, 
and based on such consideration, it was concluded that it is necessary and expedient in public interest to prohibit the 
manufacture for sale, sale and distribution for human use of these 328 FDCs in the country.
Accordingly, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has, in exercise of powers conferred by section 
26A of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, prohibited the manufacture for sale, sale or distribution for 
human use of 328 FDCs through its gazette notifications dated 7th September 2018; it has also restricted 
the manufacture, sale or distribution of six FDCs subject to certain conditions. These notifications will 
take immediate effect.

Union Ministry of Water Resources has instituted National Water Awards with objective to encourage all stakeholders 
to manage their water resources efficiently and create water consciousness in the country. The awards will be 
given for 13 categories

The objective of these awards is to encourage all stakeholders including NGOs, Gram Panchayats, Urban local bodies, 
water user associations, institutions, corporate sector, Individuals etc. for adopting innovative practices of ground water 
augmentation by rainwater harvesting and artificial recharge. It also seeks to encourage water use efficiency, recycling 
and reuse of water and creating awareness through people’s participation in targeted areas for ground water resources 
development, adequate capacity building etc.
They will be given for 13 categories viz. Best State; Best District; Best Village Panchayat; Best Municipal 
Corporation; Best research, innovation and adaptation of new technology for water conservation; Best 
educative and mass awareness efforts; Best TV show for promoting water conservation; Best Newspaper; 
Best School; Best Institution for successful campus water usage; Best Resident Welfare Association 
(RWA;, Organizations for Best Religious and Recreational & Tourism Water Uses and Best Industry for 
industrial water conservation.

 Novak Djokovic defeated Roger Federer by 6-4, 6-4 to win the Cincinnati Masters title. 
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SC extends deadline for probe in Aircel-Maxis deal case

The instant triple talaq ordinance

18 September '18

20 September '18

SC extends deadline for probe in Aircel-Maxis deal 
case. A bench of Justices A K Sikri and Ashok Bhushan 
said the probe should be completed in three months.

Additional Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing for 
the ED, said the agency needs some two-three months to 
complete the probe as it needs to confront some accused with 
several e-mails.
The ED is probing a money laundering case in the Aircel-
Maxis matter arising out of 2G spectrum cases.
The top court had in March directed investigating agencies 
CBI and ED to complete their probe in the 2G spectrum 

allocation cases and other related matters, 
including the Aircel-Maxis deal in six 
months.
The bench had observed that investigation 
has been going on for a long time and people of this country cannot be kept in the dark on a sensitive 
matter like this.

The Union cabinet described the practice 
of instant triple talaq as a “constitutional 
emergency” and approved the instant 

triple talaq ordinance in an attempt to position 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) as furthering its 
commitment towards women’s rights.
The ordinance, which is yet to get the 
President’s approval, makes instant triple talaq 
illegal. It includes the provision of a jail term 
of three years for the husband. It also includes 
the amendments made by the government in a 
cabinet meeting last month that made a provision 
for the magistrate to grant the husband bail after 
a hearing with wife.
However, the ordinance could be a yet another flashpoint as the bill is pending in Parliament and opposition parties have 
questioned the government’s motive for taking the ordinance route as the move comes ahead of the assembly elections in 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Mizoram and Telangana.
In August last year, the Supreme Court declared the practice of instant triple talaq unconstitutional and 
wanted Parliament to bring in legislation governing Muslim marriages and divorce.
The bill was passed by the Lok Sabha in December last year and has been pending in the Upper House 
as opposition parties wanted it to be sent to a select committee for further discussion.
There were 430 incidents of instant triple talaq from January 2017 to 13 September 2018. Of these, 220 
were before the Supreme Court judgement.

 Indigenously-developed guided bombs  Smart Anti-Airfield Weapons (SAAW) and anti-tank 
guided missile Helina were successfully flight tested in Rajasthan. 
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In a major reshuffle, President of India Ram Nath 
Kovind appointed new Governors to seven states of 
the country. While some of them have been transferred, 

others are fresh appointees. The Governor is appointed by 
the President as per Article 155 of the Constitution and 
holds office as long as he enjoys the confidence of the 
President.
Following the reshuffle, Satya Pal Malik will now take 
charge as the new Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, 
replacing N N Vohra. Malik was the Governor of Bihar 
prior to this order. Senior BJP leader Lal Ji Tandon has been 
appointed as the new Governor of Bihar. Satyadev Narayan 
Arya is the new Governor of Haryana. Baby Rani Maurya 
is Uttarakhand’s new Governor. Kaptan Singh Solanki, 
who was till now the Haryana Governor, has been sent to 
Tripura. Tathagata Roy has been transferred from Tripura to 
Meghalaya and Ganga Prasad, Meghalaya Governor, is the 
new Governor of Sikkim.
Satya Pal Malik: Governor of Jammu & Kashmir

The appointment of Malik is seen as a major development as 
the outgoing NN Vohra was retained as the state’s Governor 
despite the change of government in 2014. Moreover, J&K 
is under Governor’s rule after the end of PDP-BJP alliance.
Malik will be the first career politician to be appointed as the 
J&K Governor in the last 51 years after Karan Singh. The 
72-year-old has been associated with almost all political 
hues. He started as a socialist leader and later became the 
vice president of the BJP. Last year, he was appointed as the 
Governor of Bihar.
Lal Ji Tandon: Governor of Bihar

Lal Ji Tandon, appointed as the Governor of Bihar, is 
known as a protege of Vajpayee and is the former MP 
from Lucknow. He was fielded from that seat after former 
prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s political retirement 
in 2009. Tandon held the seat till 2014 and had to vacate 
the seat for Rajnath Singh, who is currently the MP from 

Lucknow. In April 2004, on the eve of elections, Tandon’s 
Sari distribution programme turned into a stampede that 
killed 21 people.
Satyadev Narayan Arya: Governor of Haryana

Satyadev Narayan Arya is the 17th Governor of Haryana. 
He has held the Rajgir assembly seat of Bihar for 8 times 
and was a minister in Nitish Kumar government in 2012.
Baby Rani Maurya: Governor of Uttarakhand

Baby Rani Maurya is a senior BJP leader from Uttar 
Pradesh. The Agra resident has held the post of Mayor of 
the city from 1995 to 2000. She also held the post of BJP’s 
state secretary from 2013 to 2015.
Kaptan Singh Solanki: Governor of Tripura

Kaptan Singh Solanki hails from Madhya Pradesh. He has 
been a senior BJP and RSS member. In July 2014, he was 
appointed as the Governor of Haryana. Solanki started his 
career as a teacher. From 1958 to 1965, he was a teacher in 
Morena district. From 1965 to 1966, a teacher at Vidyalok 
Mandir, Senior Secondary School, Gwalior. From 1966 to 
2000, Professor, P.G.V. College, Gwalior. Political journey 
began in 2002 when he became the general secretary, 
BJP , M.P.State. From 2007 to 2010, state convener, BJP, 
Maharashtra. From 2010 to 2014, he was the state convener, 
BJP, Rajasthan.
Tathagata Roy: Governor of Meghalaya

Tathagata Roy is a former professor of Jadavpur 
University, West Bengal. He was appointed as Tripura 
governor in May 2015. He also held the additional charge 

President appoints Governors of seven states 22 August '18

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Government to set up 
Cyclone Warning Centre in 

Kerala.

Assam Government extends 
AFSPA in the state for 6 

more months.

Remove photos of  PM 
Narendra Modi from 

PMAY houses: HC to MP 
government.

 Digital lending firm Capital Float has acquired Pune-based Walnut in a deal amounting to USD 
30 million (about Rs 208.6 crore). 
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With several 
incidents 
of tropical 

cyclones and severe 
weather events 
striking over Kerala 
and Karnataka 
coasts in the recent 
times, the Union Ministry of Earth Sciences is 
proposing to set up a Cyclone Warning Centre in 
Thiruvananthapuram. The Ministry is planning 
to set up the Centre in another one month. At 
present, IMD has cyclone warning centres only at 
Chennai, Vishakhapatnam, Bhubaneswar, Kolkata, 
Ahmedabad and Mumbai.
The Centre will cater to the needs of Kerala and 
Karnataka states and will be equipped with all state 
of the art infrastructure including forecasting tools 
to issue weather warnings and coastal bulletins 
(for fishermen, etc.). It will further strengthen the 
present forecasting activity in India Meteorological 
Department’s existing office in Kerala.
The Ministry is also planning to set up another 
C-Band Doppler Weather Radar at Mangalore 
by end of 2019, which will cover the northern 
parts of Kerala. At present, there are two Doppler 
Weather Radars in the state, at Kochi and 
Thiruvananthapuram. With these 3 radars, the entire 
state will be covered for monitoring of rainfall and 
severe weather events, and adequately warn the 
people well in advance. IMD has developed many 
new models and tools right from nowcasts (2-3 
hours) to extended range forecasts (15-20 days’ 
lead time).
The Department is also planning to organize an 
awareness and training workshop 
for the state disaster management 
authorities of all states and other 
stakeholders by next month, to 
brief and train them on the new 
tools and how to make use of them 
for effective decision making.

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 
launched Kerala Heritage Rescue Initiative to assess damage to 
rich cultural and built heritage sites in flood-devastated Kerala. 

ICOMOS is global monument conservation body. The initiative aims 
at setting up platform for emergency response to cultural heritage 
damaged by the floods in Kerala. It also has set Facebook page to 
collect information on the damage to buildings, museum collections, 
cultural artefacts, libraries, archives, and even intangible heritage.
Under this initiative, ICOMOS will assess damage and risks to 
rich tangible, intangible, movable and immovable heritage that 
has been adversely affected by floods, including monuments, 
historic buildings, museum collections and artefacts of important 
significance. It will also create heritage response team and train its 
members to undertake damage assessment and emergency measures.
ICOMOS has also approached International Centre for Study of 
the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM) 
to partner in post-disaster work. ICCROM based in Rome (Italy) 
is inter-governmental organisation dedicated to preservation of 
cultural heritage worldwide through training, information, research, 
cooperation and advocacy programmes. Kerala is endowed with 
natural beauty and is home to number of iconic forts, palaces and other 
heritage buildings, which attract huge number of tourists every year. 
It is facing its worst floods in nearly century due to heavy rainfall that 
has left 223 dead and forced over 10 lakh people out of their homes. 
The Central Government has declared this calamity of ‘severe nature’.
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction calls for cultural 
heritage and its protection to help in building resilience and enhance 
ability of the affected population to participate in its own recovery.
ICOMOS is global monument conservation body (non-government 
organisation) dedicated to promoting the application of theory, 
methodology and scientific techniques for conservation of architectural 
and archaeological heritage across the world. It 
is also advisory body to UNESCO for cultural 
heritage, in particular for implementation of World 
Heritage Convention. It was founded in 1965 in 
Warsaw (Poland) as a result of the Venice Charter 
of 1964. It is headquartered in Paris, France.

Government to set up Cyclone 
Warning Centre in Kerala

ICOMOS launches Kerala Heritage 
Rescue Initiative

22 August '18

23 August '18

 S. K. Arora has been awarded the prestigious WHO World No Tobacco Day 2018 Award for 
his extraordinary contribution towards tobacco control. 

of Arunachal Pradesh. Roy was the president of BJP state 
unit of West Bengal from 2002 to 2006. He joined BJP in 
1990.
Ganga Prasad: Governor of Sikkim

Ganga Prasad is the new Governor of Sikkim. Prasad began 
his political career in Bihar. He was elected as a first-time 

Member of Legislative Council (MLC) in 
1994. He was an MLC for 18 years and 
was the leader of the Bihar Legislative 
Council during the previous NDA 
government. A senior BJP leader, he was 
in 2017 appointed as the Governor of 
Meghalaya.
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MICA  NOVEMBER 2018  Israeli journalist and peace activist Uri Avnery has passed away. He was 94. 

Solar Energy Corporation of India Limited 
(SECI) conducted India’s first auction of wind 
power projects in February 2017 in which 

tariff of Rs. 3.46 was discovered, which was much 
lower than feed in tariffs in vogue those days. This 
was a 1000 MW bid for projects to be connected 
on ISTS (Inter State Transmission System) wherein 
power generated from one state (renewable resource 
rich state) could be transmitted to other renewable 
deficient states. Mytrah, Inox, Ostro, Green Infa and 
Adani were winners of the bid.

India’s first 
interstate 

connected wind 
power project 

commissioned in 
Bhuj

26 August '18

As a part of this bid, M/s Ostro Kutch Wind Private Limited was issued letter of award on 05.04.2017 for a capacity of 250 
MW, with commissioning period of 18 months. A part capacity of 126 MW, located in Bhuj (Gujarat) was commissioned 
by M/s Ostro on 24.08.2018, ahead of schedule. The energy generated from this project is being purchased by Bihar, 
Odisha, Jharkhand and UP.
The first auction also signified a major shift from the earlier regime of state-specific feed-in-Tariff (FiT) model to a Pan-
India, market-driven mechanism. Beginning with this tender, SECI has brought out five tenders for wind power projects 
of cumulative capacity of 7250 MW, of which 6050 MW capacity has been awarded. Besides SECI and 
NTPC being central agencies, the State agencies of Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Gujarat have brought 
out bids and awarded projects based on tendering. 
This 126 MW ISTS project marks the beginning of capacity additions in wind power based on market 
discovered tariffs, in line with the Government’s plan of 175 GW RE by the year 2022.

The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), one of India’s 
premier avian research institutes, will start operating its 
first regional centre or avifauna observatory on the campus 

of Wetland Research and Training Centre near Chilika Lake 
(Asia’s largest brackish water lagoon), Odisha.
The avifauna observatory will carry out research on avian disease 
by collecting samples and monitor Nalabana Bird Sanctuary. It 
will be engaged in identifying air route of foreign birds flocking 
Chilika lake during winter, sample collection, training related to 
bird census, publishing bird migration atlas books, examining various diseases among the birds and review condition of 
Nalabana bird sanctuary along with counting birds.
BNHS is one of the largest non-governmental organisations in India engaged in conservation and biodiversity research. 
It was founded on 15 September 1883 and headquartered at Hornbill House, Mumbai. It supports many research efforts 
through grants and publishes Journal of Bombay Natural History Society. Department of Science and Technology has 
designated as ‘Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation’.
It is largest coastal lagoon or brackish water lake in India and Asia and second largest lagoon in the world (after The New 
Caledonian barrier reef in New Caledonia). It is located at mouth of Daya River, flowing into Bay of Bengal. It is spread 
over Puri, Khurda and Ganjam districts of Odisha on east coast of India, covering an area of over 1,100 km sq. It hosts 
nearly one million birds with 97 species being intercontinental migratory in nature during the winter 
season. It is largest wintering ground for migratory waterfowl found anywhere on Indian sub-continent. 
It is one of hotspot of biodiversity in country and some rare, vulnerable and endangered species listed 
in IUCN Red List of threatened animals. It was first waterbody in Indian to be designated as wetland 
of international importance under the Ramsar Convention in 1981. It was put under Montreux Record 
(record for such sites where there has been or likely to be adverse ecological change due to manmade 
activities), but was later removed from it due to conservation efforts.

BNHS to open its first regional centre near Chilika Lake 27 August '18
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The Punjab Assembly has 
unanimously passed a Bill which 
proposes life imprisonment for 

the desecration of Guru Granth Sahib, 
Gita, Quran and Bible in Punjab even as 
Shiromani Akali Dal sought to record 
its observation that there should be 
“differentiation” between Guru Granth 
Sahib and other holy scriptures since 
holy scripture of Sikhs is considered as 
“living Guru”.
On March 21, 2016, the then SAD-BJP 
government had passed The Indian Penal 
Code (Punjab Amendment) Bill, 2016, and 
The Code of Criminal Procedure (Punjab 
Amendment) Bill, 2016, recommending 
life sentence for desecration of Guru 
Granth Sahib by inserting section 295 AA 
in the IPC and enhancement of punishment 
under section 295 IPC (Injuring or defiling 
place of worship with intent to insult the 
religion of any class) from two to ten years 
of imprisonment.

The Punjab Assembly 
withdrew the 2016 Bill, 
returned by the Centre last 
year, and passed the new Bill 
proposing life imprisonment 
for desecration of religious 
scriptures of all the 
four religions. The new 
Bill retains the earlier 
amendment proposed in 
2016 Bill pertaining to 
section 295 of IPC where enhancement 
of punishment was proposed from two 
to ten years in jail.
After Punjab Governor gave its assent 
to 2016 Bill, the Bill was sent to union 
government for its nod. The Centre 
had asked the Punjab government to 
either withdraw the Bill or include all 
religions in the proposed amendment if 
it wanted the Bill to be looked at afresh. 
The Union Home ministry had sent the 
Bill back on March 16, 2017, the day 

Amarinder Singh was sworn as new 
Chief Minister of Punjab after Congress 
won 2017 Assembly elections.
On July 5 this year, it has first reported 
about the Punjab government preparing 
a new draft of the Amendment bill 
which along with Guru Granth Sahib, 
also proposed life 
imprisonment for 
the sacrilege of 
holy scriptures Gita, 
Quran and Bible.

The Assam government on 
August 29, 2018 issued a 
notification declaring the entire 

state as “a disturbed area” and extended 
the Armed Forces (Special Powers) 
Act (AFSPA) for six more months in 
the state. The extension of the AFSPA 
comes as a precautionary measure to 
maintain order during the ongoing roll-
out of the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC). The final draft NRC is likely to 
be published by the end of 2018.
Though the situation in the state is 
peaceful at the moment, but the state 
government took the decision to not to 
withdraw AFSPA until NRC exercise 
is over. In September 2017, the Central 
Government delegated the power to 
Assam and Manipur to impose or 
withdraw AFSPA. Earlier on April 
1, 2018, the AFSPA was completely 
removed from Meghalaya and some 
areas of Arunachal Pradesh.

Explained: AFSPA removed from 
Meghalaya and few parts of Arunachal 
Pradesh
About AFSPA:

 # The Armed Forces (Special Powers) 
Act, 1958 (AFSPA) is one of the 
most draconian legislations that 
gives unrestricted and unaccounted 
power to all security forces to carry 
out their operations, once an area is 
declared ‘disturbed’.

 # The Act was first applied to the 
North Eastern states of Assam 
and Manipur and was amended 
in 1972 to extend to these ‘seven 
sisters’ states in the north- eastern 
region- Assam, Manipur, Tripura, 
Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Mizoram and Nagaland.

 # The Section (3) of the AFSPA states 
that the act can be invoked in places 
‘where the use of armed forces in 

aid of the civil power is necessary’.
 # The AFSPA gives the wide powers 

to armed and central forces to 
shoot and arrest anyone acting in 
contravention of law and search 
any premises without a warrant 
and provide cover to forces from 
prosecution and legal suits, all in 
the name of aiding civil power.

 # Even an officer, who is not on 
duty, is granted the right to shoot 
to kill, just on 
the basis of 
mere suspicion 
to ‘maintain the 
public order’.

Punjab Assembly passes bills to make desecration of religious texts 
punishable with life term

Assam Government extends AFSPA in the state for 6 more months

29 August '18

30 August '18
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Ministry of Tourism 
sanctioned Malanad 
Malabar Cruise Tourism 

Project under Swadesh Darshan 
Scheme for development of rural 
circuit in Kerala. Under this project, 
Ministry of Tourism will be developing 
three cruises with budget of Rs. 80.37 
crores.
Three approved cruise are

Malabari Cuisine and Culinary 
Cruise (Muthappan Cruise): It will 
start from Valapattanam and cover 
distance of 40 km to reach Munambu 
Kadavu in Valapattanam River.
Valapattanam River- Theyyam 
Cruise: It will begin from 
Valapattanam and will go up to 
Pazhayangadi in Valapattanam River.
Mangrove Cruise: It will be running 
on Kuppam River covering distance of 
16 Km from Pazhayangadi to Kuppam.
The project will be focusing on 
development of water-based thematic 
cruise experiences in and around 
Valapattanam and Kuppam Rivers 
of Kannur District to tap potential of 
water tourism of Kerala. The cruises 
under it will be operated under Public 

Private Partnership 
(PPP) model.
Ministry of Tourism 
will provide funds 
for development of 
basic infrastructure 
facilities such as 
passenger terminals, 
boat terminals, jetties, 
boat race gallery, food 
courts, performance 
areas, bio toilets, wifi 
facility, drinking water facilities, 
floating markets for local produce 
among others.
The Swadesh Darshan Scheme was 
launched by Union Tourism Ministry 
with an objective to develop theme-
based tourist circuits in the country. 
These tourist circuits will be developed 
on principles of high tourist value, 
competitiveness and sustainability in 
an integrated manner.
Under this scheme, 13 thematic circuits 
have been identified for development. 
They are Buddhist Circuit, North-
East India Circuit, Coastal Circuit, 
Himalayan Circuit, Krishna Circuit, 
Desert Circuit, Eco Circuit, Wildlife 
Circuit, Tribal Circuit, Rural Circuit, 

Spiritual Circuit, Ramayana Circuit 
and Heritage Circuit.
It is 100% centrally funded scheme for 
the project components undertaken for 
public funding. It also has provision 
for leveraging voluntary funding under 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
initiatives of Central Public Sector 
Undertakings and corporate sector.
The funding of projects under this scheme 
varies from state to state. It is finalised 
on basis of detailed project reports 
prepared by Programme Management 
Consultant (PMC) 
which is national 
level consultant for 
implementing the 
scheme.

A resolution seeking creation of a Legislative Council 
in Odisha was passed in the State Assembly. The 
resolution moved by State Parliamentary Affairs 

Minister Bikram Keshari Arukha was passed with as many 
as 104 of the total 147 legislators casting their votes in its 
favour. The ruling Biju Janata Dal has 117 members in the 
House.
The legislators of opposition Congress and BJP staged a 
walkout before the resolution was put to vote. The resolution 
will be sent to the Centre for approval of Parliament to 
facilitate creation of the Legislative Council.
A proposal for creation of the Legislative Council in 
Odisha was passed by the State Cabinet on August 24. The 
proposed Council will have 49 members, which is one-third 
of the total members of the State Assembly. The Odisha 

government had 
set up a committee 
in 2015 to study 
the Legislative 
Councils in 
other States and 
recommend for 
establishment of 
one in the State.
India has a bicameral system of legislature. Just as 
Parliament has two Houses, the states can, if they choose, 
have a Legislative Council in addition to the Legislative 
Assembly. The Constitution provides for this option under 
Article 171. As in Rajya Sabha, members of a Legislative 
Council are not directly elected by voters.

Swadesh Darshan Scheme: Tourism Ministry sanctions Rs. 80.37 crore for 
developing cruise tourism in Kerala

Odisha Assembly passes resolution for creation of Legislative Council

06 September '18

08 September '18

 Uttar Pradesh Government has decided to name the Bundelkhand Expressway as 'Atal Path'. 
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The Madhya Pradesh High Court has 
ordered to remove pictures of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Madhya 

Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
from the tiles laid in houses built under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) by 
December 20.

The order was passed by the Gwalior bench 
of the Madhya Pradesh High Court. In its 
order, the bench said that there should be 
no photos of any political leaders on any of 
the tiles in the houses built under the PMAY 
scheme. Ordering removal of the already 
fitted tiles within three months, the court also sought 
a report from the Madhya Pradesh government by 
December 20.

The bench also issued notices to the state and central 
governments after a petition (PIL) was filed in July by 

Sanjay Purohit, a resident of Datia. 
Sanjay Purohit, the petitioner, had 
questioned as to why the photos of 
PM Modi and MP CM were being 
used.

Remove photos of PM Narendra Modi from PMAY houses: HC to MP 
government 20 September '18

Under Article 169, a Legislative Council can be formed “if 
the Legislative Assembly of the State passes a resolution 
to that effect by a majority of the total membership of the 
Assembly and by a majority of not less than two-thirds of the 
members of the Assembly present and voting”. Parliament 
can then pass a law to this effect.
Currently, seven states have Legislative Councils. Apart 
from these, Tamil Nadu’s then DMK government had 
passed a law to set up a Council but the subsequent 
AIADMK government withdrew it after coming to power 
in 2010. Andhra Pradesh’s Legislative Council, set up in 
1958, was abolished in 1985, then reconstituted in 2007. 
Proposals to create Councils in Rajasthan and Assam are 
pending in Parliament.

State MLA Seats MLC Seats

Andhra Pradesh 176 58

Bihar 243 75

Jammu and 
Kashmir 89 36

Karnataka 225 75

Maharashtra 289 78

Telangana 119 40

Uttar Pradesh 404 100

Members

Under Article 171 of the Constitution, the Legislative 
Council of a state shall not have more than one-third of 
the total number of MLAs of the state, and not less than 40 
members. But in Jammu & Kashmir, as per Section 50 of the 
state’s Constitution, the Assembly has 87 members and the 
Legislative Council 36. As with Rajya Sabha MPs, the tenure 
of a Member of the Legislative Council (MLC) is six years, 
with one-third of the members retiring every two years.
One-third of the MLCs are elected by the state’s MLAs, 
another 1/3rd by a special electorate comprising sitting 
members of local governments such as municipalities and 
district boards, 1/12th by an electorate of teachers and 
another 1/12th by registered graduates. The remaining 
members are appointed by the Governor for distinguished 
services in various fields.
LC vis-à-vis Rajya Sabha

The legislative power of the Councils are limited. Unlike 
Rajya Sabha which has substantial powers to shape non-
financial legislation, Legislative Councils lack a constitutional 
mandate to do so; Assemblies can override suggestions/
amendments made to a legislation by the 
Council. Again, unlike Rajya Sabha MPs, 
MLCs cannot vote in elections for the 
President and Vice President. The Vice 
President is the Rajya Sabha Chairperson; 
an MLC is the Council Chairperson.

 Maldives has won the 2018 South Asian Football Federation (SAFF) Cup by defeating India. 
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

 Chhattisgarh Government has decided to re-name state's new capital Naya Raipur as “Atal 
Nagar” in memory of late Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

SCO Peace Mission 2018: 

SCO counter-terror military 

exercise held in Chebarkul, 

Russia.

Germany to provide Euro 
120 million soft loan for 
Clean Ganga Mission.

4th BIMSTEC Summit 
held in Kathmandu, Nepal.

Exercise Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Peace 
Mission 2018, the latest in 'Peace Mission' series formally 
started on 24 August 2018 at Chebarkul, Russia. The opening 

ceremony was conducted in Chebarkul, Russia with military 
contingents of the all eight SCO member nations participating 
in this exercise. The contingents were addressed by Lieutenant 
General Alexander Pavlovich Lapin, Chief Commander Central 
Military District, Russia. The formal parade by military contingents 
was performed at the camp location of Combined Arms Range in 
Chebarkul, Russia.
The exercise will provide an opportunity to the armed forces of SCO 
nations to train in counter terrorism operations in urban scenario in a multinational and joint environment. The scope of the 
exercise includes professional interaction, mutual understanding of drills & procedures, establishment of joint command 
and control structures and elimination of terrorist threat in urban counter terrorist scenario.
Around 3,000 soldiers from eight SCO member countries took part in the exercise. Russian Army was had major 
participation with 1700 personnel followed by China with 700, India with 200 personnel (167 Indian Army personnel 
including four women officers and 33 personnel from Indian Air Force). Pakistan contingent comprised of 110 members
The SCO Peace Mission Exercise takes place every two years. The previous editions of this exercise were mainly limited 
to Central Asian nations. But due to the entry of India and Pakistan (in June 2017), SCO’s counter-terrorism mission now 
has been expanded to South Asia. 
SCO is political and security grouping of eight countries headquartered in Beijing, China. It was founded in 2001. The full 
members of SCO are China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, India and Pakistan. They represent 
over 40% of humanity and nearly 20% of the global GDP. Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia have observer status 
at present.
SCO is successor of grouping called Shanghai Five, founded by China in 1996. It comprised Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. In 2001 Uzbekistan was invited to join it and SCO was officially born. After Astana Summit 
Declaration in 2005, SCO has emerged as regional security organization.
SCO’s main objective is military cooperation between the members. It also works towards intelligence-
sharing, counter-terrorism operations in Central Asia. It is primarily centred on its member nations’ 
Central Asian security-related concerns, often describing main threats it confronts as being terrorism, 
separatism and extremism. The role of China as well as strategic importance of SCO has increased over 
period of decade and now address problems like terrorism, separatism and militancy in the region. w has 
been expanded to South Asia.

SCO Peace Mission 2018: SCO counter-terror military exercise held 
in Chebarkul, Russia 25 August '18
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 Global financial services firm DBS has raised the real GDP forecast for the current financial 

year to 7.4 percent. 

The third edition of Indian Ocean 
Conference was held in Hanoi, capital 
city of Vietnam from 27-28 August 

2018. It was inaugurated by External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj and her Vietnamese 
counterpart Pham Binh Min, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Vietnam.
The theme of the two- day conference 
focused on ‘Building Regional Architectures’, 
particularly with regards to trade and 
commerce, security and governance.
This year’s conference was attended by 43 
countries as participants while 28 ministers 
and officials addressed the event. The key 
speakers include Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Vietnam H.E. Pham Bihn Minh, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Health & 
Population, Nepal, H.E. Upendra Yadav 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Singapore, 
H.E. Vivian Balakrishnan along with other 
notables. 
Earlier, the conference was held in Singapore 
and Sri Lanka in 2016 and 2017 respectively. 
Organised by Indian Foundation along with 
the partners from Singapore, Bangladesh and 
Sri Lanka this is an initiative 
to bring the state leaders, 
diplomats and bureaucrats 
from across the region under 
one roof to strengthen the 
understanding among each 
other.

Union Government and European Union (EU) have collaborated 
for research programme named Horizon 2020 to develop Next 
Generation Influenza Vaccine to protect citizens across the globe. 

For this research programme, India’s Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT) and EU have committed Euro 15 million (Rs. 240 crore).
The European union and India will work together in research and 
innovation for developing a next generation influenza vaccine to protect 
people of the world .For this project Rs.240 crore is intended.
The EU and the Indian government’s Department of Biotechnology both 
have committed to give 15 million Euros for this joint project.
The EU is funding it under its programme for research and innovation 
‘Horizon 2020’.
The projects require minimum three applicants from Europe (three 
different EU member states) or countries associated to the EU 
programmeHorizon 2020) and minimum three applicants fromIndia .
Applicants from other countries can also join the EU-India consortia 
means, the project are also ‘open to the world’.
Aim of this project-

The aim is to advancing the efficacy, safety, duration of immunity, and 
reactivity against expansion of influenza strains.
Its also aims to develop cost-effective and affordable influenza vaccine 
rapidly without compromising quality.
Horizon 2020-

Horizon 2020 is the biggest research and innovation programme of 
European Union with €80 billion of funding available over 7 years 
(2014 to 2020).
It is the first in the world to take great ideas to the market from the lab.
Horizon 2020 is the financial instrument implementing 
theInnovation Union, a Europe 2020 flagship initiative 
aimed at securing Europe’s global competitiveness.
The goal is to removes barriers to innovation and 
reduce time so that participants can focus on important 
things.

3rd Indian Ocean 
Conference held in Hanoi, 

Vietnam

Horizon 2020: India, EU join hands for 
research programme to develop a next 
generation influenza vaccine

27 August '18

27 August '18
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From 28-30 August, 2018, The 
First South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Agri 

Cooperative Business Forum was held in 
Kathmandu, Nepal.
The theme of three-day Forum was 
‘Organizing and Strengthening Family 
Farmers’ Cooperatives to attain the 
Sustainable-Development-Goals-1 and 2 in 
South Asia’.
The forum was co-organized by Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of United 
Nations and Asian Farmer’s Association 
(AFA) with the support of International Fund 
for Agricultural Development.
The Forum brings together representatives 
both from the government 
and non-governmental 
entities from the Member 
States of SAARC as well 
as from regional and 
international organizations.

The 4th BIMSTEC Summit concluded in 
Kathmandu on August 31, 2018 with the signing 
and adoption of the Kathmandu Declaration by all 

the seven members. The Summit began on August 30, 
2018 in Kathmandu, Nepal.
Theme 2018: 'Towards a Peaceful Prosperous, and 
Sustainable Bay of Bengal Region'.
The 18-point Kathmandu Declaration is expected to enhance 
the effectiveness of BIMSTEC Secretariat by engaging it in 
various technical and economic activities in the region.
During the Summit, foreign ministers of BIMSTEC member 
countries signed a Memorandum of Understanding on the 
Establishment of BIMSTEC Grid Interconnection.

Current chair of 
BIMSTEC, Nepal 
PM KP Sharma Oli 
gave a closing speech 
after handing over 
the Chairmanship of 
the next BIMSTEC 
Summit to Sri Lankan 
President Maithripala Sirisena. Hence, Sri Lanka will be 
conducting the fifth summit of the BIMSTEC.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Sri Lankan President 
Maithripala Sirisena, Myanmar President U Win Myint, 
Bhutan's Chief Justice and Chief Advisor to the interim 

Germany has announced 
to provide a soft loan 
of euro 120 million 

to India to help clean the holy 
river Ganga. Jasper Wieck, the 
Deputy Head of the German 
mission in India, said that 
cleaning Ganga is a tough task. 
He said that Berlin will utilise its 
experience to help New Delhi in 
strengthening sewage treatment 
infrastructure in an effort to clean the Ganga. The official argued that 
river Ganga is twice the length of river Rhine and therefore, it is a tough 
task for the government to clean it in a very short span of time. 
Wieck said that under the project, Berlin will focus on extension and 
replacement of sewerage system including complete house connection, 
construction of sewage treatment plants of around 15 million litres per 
day. Also, the initiative includes construction of 13 sewage pumping 
stations.
In 2015, Germany had pledged India an interest subsidised loan of up to 
euro 120 million through German Development Bank KfW to finance 
the construction of sewerage network and treatment plants. Wieck 
said that German development agency GIZ has prepared a ‘Ganga 
Box’ on the line of ‘Danube Book’. It will have all mythological, 
social-cultural and economic importance information related to the 
river. Also, it will contain suggestions to avoid polluting the river 
and distributed to people to make them aware of the importance of 
the river.
Earlier in May, Union Minister for Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Nitin 
Gadkari had set March 2019 as the deadline to clean 
the river Ganga and ensure 70 to 80 improvement in 
the quality of the water.

First SAARC Agri 
Cooperative Business 

Forum held in 
Kathmandu, Nepal

4th BIMSTEC Summit held in Kathmandu, Nepal

Germany to provide Euro 120 million soft 
loan for Clean Ganga Mission

30 August '18

31 August '18

31 August '18
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 The Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) has given recognition to India's indigenous sport of Kho-

Kho. 

government Dasho Tshering Wangchuk, Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, and Thailand's Prime Minister 
Prayut Chan-o-cha attended the Summit.
Kathmandu Declaration

 # The Declaration stresses on ending poverty from 
the region by 2030 in line with the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

 # The declaration includes issues such as agricultural 
technology exchange, fight against terrorism, gradual 
reduction of the impact of climate change, increase 
trade and investment, and ease the visa processing for 
the people of BIMSTEC member states.

 # It strongly condemns terrorism in all its forms and 
manifestations and stressed that there can be no 
justification whatsoever for any act of terrorism.

 # It underlines the importance of multidimensional 
connectivity as a key enabler to economic integration 
for shared prosperity of the region.

 # It highlights the importance of trade and investment 
as one of the major contributing factors for fostering 
economic and social development in the region.

PM Modi in Nepal

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Kathmandu to attend 
the 4th BIMSTEC Summit on August 30, 2018. This was 
PM Modi’s fourth visit to Nepal during his current tenure 
with the most recent one in May 2018.
Highlights of PM Modi’s speech

 # PM Modi reiterated India’s commitment to enhance its 
National Knowledge Network in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, and Nepal, in the field of digital connectivity.

 # He invited all the BIMSTEC member countries to participate 
in the International Buddhist Conclave 2020 as the Guests of 
Honor. India will host the Conclave in August 2020.

 # He announced the establishment of the Centre for Bay 
of Bengal Studies at Nalanda University for research 
on arts, culture, maritime laws and other subjects.

16th BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting

The 16th ministerial meeting of BIMSTEC concluded 
successfully on August 29, 2018.
Foreign Minister of Bangladesh Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali, 
Minister of State for External Affairs of India VK Singh, Union 
Minister of International Cooperation of Myanmar Kyaw 
Tin, Sri Lankan State Minister of Foreign Affairs Vasantha 
Senanayake, Foreign Minister of Thailand Don Pramudwinai, 
and Bhutanese Foreign Secretary Sonam Tshong led the 
delegations from their respective countries in the meeting.

 # The foreign secretaries of the BIMSTEC member 
countries met on August 29, 2018 for the 19th Senior 

Officials' Meeting (SOM) of the BIMSTEC and 
reviewed the progress achieved so far in the areas of 
cooperation.

 # The foreign secretaries discussed as to how cooperation 
between the member states could be made more 
effective and business-like.

 # They considered a number of reports of various 
mechanisms related to customs cooperation, 
connectivity, technology, counter terrorism and 
transnational crimes, agriculture, poverty alleviation 
and public health.

 # Several measures were deliberated in the meeting, 
including exploring the possibility of establishing 
BIMSTEC Development Fund, rationalisation of areas of 
cooperation, and identification of core prioritised areas.

 # The meeting recommended for a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for the establishment of the 
BIMSTEC Grid Interconnections to further cooperation 
in energy sector among the member states.

 # India laid emphasis on its sincere commitment to work 
with the BIMSTEC member states to make the region 
safer, stronger and prosperous.

About BIMSTEC

 # Founded in 1997, the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC) is an international regional organisation 
of seven nations of South Asia and South East Asia.

 # The member countries of the Summit include 
Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Bhutan, and Nepal. All these seven countries lie near 
the Bay of Bengal.

 # Initially, the bloc included just four member states and 
was called BIST-EC (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and 
Thailand Economic Cooperation).

 # Myanmar was included later and the group was 
renamed BIMST-EC.

 # The name was changed to BIMSTEC with the 
admission of Nepal and Bhutan at the 6th Ministerial 
meeting in Thailand in February 2004.

 # The first BIMSTEC summit was held in Thailand in 
1997; second was held in 2008 in India; and the third 
was held in 2014 in Myanmar.

 # Nepal is the current Chair of the BIMSTEC. Nepal 
assumed the chairmanship in 2014.

 # The grouping accounts for 22 percent 
of the global population, and has a 
combined GDP of USD 2.8 trillion.
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Trade ministers of 16 countries 
attended the 6th RCEP 
Ministerial meeting on August 

30 and August 31 in Singapore. RCEP 
bloc comprises 10 ASEAN members 
(Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, 
Thailand, the Philippines, Laos and 
Vietnam) and their six FTA partners 
– India, China, Japan, South Korea, 
Australia and New Zealand.
The RCEP talks, which were launched 
in Phnom Penh in November 2012 have 
dragged on as the member countries 
want an agreement over the removal 
of customs duties on the maximum 
number of products traded between 
them. However, countries like India 
have certain reservations on this as the 
grouping includes China, with which 
New Delhi has a huge trade deficit.
The meeting is important as the 
16-member bloc now needs specific 
political guidance to move the 
negotiations further, the official added.
RCEP mega trade pact aims to 
cover goods, services, investments, 
economic and technical cooperation, 
competition and intellectual property 
rights.
Of the RCEP nations, India has trade 
deficit with as many as 10 countries, 

including China, South 
Korea and Australia, 
among others.
India wants to have a 
balanced RECP trade 
agreement as it would 
cover 40 per cent of 
the global GDP and 
over 42 per cent of the 
world’s population. 
India already has a 
free trade pact with 
Association of South 
East Asian Nations (Asean), Japan and 
South Korea. It is also negotiating a 
similar agreement with Australia and 
New Zealand but has no such plans for 
China.
Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership(RCEP) is a propounded 
free trade agreement (FTA) between the 
ten member states of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations(ASEAN) 
(Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam) and 
the six Asia-Pacific states (Australia, 
China, India, Japan, South Korea ,and 
New Zealand) with which ASEAN has 
existing free trade agreements.
RCEP negotiations were launched in 
November 2012 at the ASEAN Summit 

in Cambodia. RCEP aims to boost 
goods trade by waiving tariff and non-
tariff barriers — a move that is expected 
to provide the region’s consumers 
greater option for quality products 
at affordable rates. It also seeks to 
liberalize investment norms and make 
it from services trade restrictions.
Several countries of RCEP wanted India 
to open its market for 92% of traded 
goods, while they remained unwilling to 
allow Indian skilled professionals to have 
a greater access in their markets. India 
is ready to offer access for up to 85% of 
items, with divergence for countries such 
as China, Australia 
and New Zealand, 
with whom it does 
not have free-trade 
agreements.

China-Maldives Friendship Bridge was recently opened 
for traffic. It is first cross-sea bridge to be built in 
Maldives. It was China’s flagship infrastructure project 

in Maldives. It is considered as iconic project of China and 
Maldives cooperation towards building 21st Century Maritime 
Silk Road.
China-Maldives Friendship Bridge

It is 2.2 km long bridge and has four vehicle lanes and two 
pedestrian lanes. It connects Maldives capital 
city Male and neighbouring Hulhule island 
where island country’s main international 
airport is located. It will allow locals and tourists to transfer between the two islands on land within 
five minutes. The bridge was built with Chinese grant of $116 million. Apart from the grant, China 
also had provided $72 million as loan for 1.4 km section bridge as top up to the grant.

6th RCEP Trade Ministers’ Meeting held in Singapore

China-Maldives Friendship Bridge: First cross-sea bridge in the Maldives 
inaugurated

31 August '18

01 September '18

 Prashant Agrawal has been appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to the Republic 
of Namibia. 
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The 115th meeting of the India-
Pakistan Permanent Indus 
Commission (PIC) was held in 

Lahore, Pakistan during August 29-30, 
2018. The Indian delegation was led by 
PK Saxena, the Indian Commissioner 
for Indus Waters.
During the meeting, technical 
discussions were held on 
implementation of various 
hydroelectric projects under the 
provisions of Indus Waters Treaty 
1960 including Pakal Dul (1000 
MW) and Lower Kalnai (48 MW) 
projects in Jammu and Kashmir. Both 
the countries agreed to undertake the 
Treaty mandated tours of both the 
Indus Commissioners in Indus basin on 
both sides. They deliberated on further 
strengthening the role of the Permanent 
Indus Commission for matters under 
the Treaty. It was agreed by both the 
sides to hold the next meeting of the 
Permanent Indus Commission in India 
on mutually convenient dates.
Objection raised by Pakistan

India intends to construct two 
hydropower projects on the Chenab 
River, the 1000 MW Pakal Dul dam 
and 48 MW Lower Kalnal hydropower 
projects.
However, Pakistan demanded 
reduction of the height of Pakal 
Dul's reservoir up to five metres, 

maintenance of 40-metre 
height above sea level 
while making spillways' 
gates of the Pakal Dul 
project.
It also demanded 
clarification regarding the 
pattern and mechanism 
for the water storage and 
releases and some technical 
concerns over design of the Lower 
Kalnai hydropower project.
Indus Waters Treaty

 # Indus Waters Treaty was signed 
in 1960 after over 9 years of 
negotiations between India and 
Pakistan with the help of the 
World Bank, which is also a 
signatory.

 # The treaty was signed in Karachi 
on 19 September 1960 by then 
Prime Minister of India Jawaharlal 
Nehru and President of Pakistan 
Ayub Khan.

 # The Treaty designates Jhelum, 
Chenab and Indus as the “Western 
Rivers” to which Pakistan has 
unrestricted use.

 # India was given the control over 
three "eastern" rivers namely 
Beas, Ravi and Sutlej.

 # The Treaty describes the methods 
for cooperation and information 

exchange between 
the two countries 
regarding use of 
the rivers.

 # It also puts 
up different 
procedures to handle issues such 
as- “questions” to be handled by 
the Commission; “differences” to 
be resolved by a Neutral Expert 
and “disputes” to be referred to 
seven-member tribunal “Court of 
Arbitration.” 

 # Under the Treaty, India is permitted 
to construct hydroelectric power 
facilities on these rivers subject to 
constraints specified in Annexure 
to the Treaty.

 # Permanent Indus Commission, 
which is responsible for 
cooperation and information 
exchange between both the 
countries, has a commissioner 
from each country.

Ukraine launched joint military exercises with the U.S. and a string of other 
NATO countries as tensions with Russia remain high over the Kremlin-backed 
insurgency in the country’s east. The annual Rapid Trident military exercises, 

taking place in the western Ukrainian village of Starychi until September 15, involve 
some 2,200 soldiers from 14 countries.
"(The participants) stand in solidarity with Ukraine, for Ukrainian security, Ukrainian 
sovereignty, and Ukrainian territorial integrity,” the U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine, Marie Yovanovitch, 
said at the opening ceremony. The drills start a week before Russia holds its biggest military exercises 
since the Cold War, with the participation of China and Mongolia. A spokesman for the Ukrainian drills, 
Taras Gren, said that some 350 pieces of military equipment will be used during the exercises.
The Ukrainian Border Guard Service and the National Guard troops will be involved for the first time, he said.

India, Pakistan agree to undertake Indus Waters Treaty mandated 
tours in Indus basin on both sides

Rapid Trident: Ukraine conducts joint military exercises with NATO 
nations

01 September '18

04 September '18

 India skipper Virat Kohli regained the top spot in the ICC Test rankings for batsmen following 
his good form during the ongoing series in England.
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Commerce & Industry Minister Suresh Prabhu attended the 6th 
East Asia Summit- Economic Ministers’ Meeting (EAS-EMM) 
and 15th India-ASEAN Economic Ministers’ Meeting (AEM) 

in Singapore. Singapore is currently holding the Chair of ASEAN.
The 6th East-Asia Economic Ministers’ Meeting was chaired by 
Chan Chun Sing, Minister for Trade and Industry, Singapore, and was 
attended by Economic Ministers from 10 ASEAN countries and their 
eight dialogue partners, Australia, China, India, Japan, Republic of 
Korea, New Zealand, the Russian Federation and the United States of 
America. The Ministers welcomed the higher global economic growth forecast for 2018 and took note of the increasing 
importance of trade and investment relations among the EAS economies. Acknowledging the potential for disruptions in 
the macro-economy that could affect overall market sentiments and global growth, the EAS-EMM forum expressed the 
hope that the economic linkages among the EAS members will enable them to address these challenges.
The Ministers agreed to the importance of keeping markets open and fair as well as improving transparency and predictability 
of the business environment. The meeting recognized the importance of ongoing work to maximize the opportunities of, and 
address the challenges presented by, the digital economy and the rise of regional and global value chains, as part of their efforts 
to promote economic growth and integration in the region. The 6th EAS–EMM was followed by the 15th ASEAN Economic 
Ministers - India Consultation. It was co-chaired by Chan Chun Sing, Minister for Trade and Industry, Singapore, and Suresh 
Prabhu, Minister of Commerce and Industry, India. The meeting attended by Economic Ministers from 10 ASEAN countries 
took stock of the current level of trade and economic engagement between India and ASEAN and reaffirmed the commitment 
to further strengthen ASEAN-India economic relations. ASEAN has emerged as the second largest trade partner of India in 
2017-18 with bilateral trade valued at USD 81.33 billion, comprising 10.58% of India’s total trade with the world.
ASEAN Ministers also appreciated the outcomes of the ASEAN-India Business and Investment Meet and Expo held on 
22–23 January 2018 in New Delhi, that was organised soon after the 31st ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit and its 
role in providing a platform for both government and industry leaders to exchange views and provide ideas and solutions 
towards sustaining the momentum of trade and investment in the region. It was also announced in the Singapore meeting 
that the next ASEAN-India Business Summit will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in November 2018 with the theme 
“Towards Building Strategic Partnership between ASEAN and India in the Era of the 4th IR and Digital Economy” which will 
be followed by the 4th India-ASEAN Dialogue Partner Expo and Summit scheduled for 21-23 February 2019, in New Delhi.
The ASEAN-India Business Council (AIBC) presented their recommendations to the forum to sustain the 
momentum of trade and investment in the region. Issues related to promoting connectivity, collaboration 
on Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) development, blue economy, healthcare, and tourism as well as 
women and youth economic empowerment were discussed. The Ministers emphasized on the importance 
of promoting private sector activities and strengthening business-to-business relations, including through 
the AIBC, to further broaden and deepen ASEAN-India economic linkages.

The International Women Entrepreneurs Summit-2018, with the theme of “Equality begins with Economic Empowerment”, 
was organized by the South Asian Women Development Forum (SAWDF), a SAARC Recognized body, from 3rd– 
5th September. Delegates from over 27 countries representing women leaders and professionals from various sectors, 

gathered in Kathmandu, Nepal, for the annual summit aimed at addressing challenges associated with gender parity in the 
economic sphere and advancement of gender responsive trade facilitation policies. The summit fostered deliberations on wide 
array of topics- IT, agriculture, and tourism, e-trade, trade and gender, to name a few; and facilitated formation of multiple 
collaborations and partnerships with a consortium of international organizations. The summit resulted in four major outcomes-
The launch of the book, Reflections on Policies for Women Small and Medium Entrepreneurs: Status, Challenges and 
Opportunities in Hindu Kush Himalayas and the SAARC region, which highlights the deep-rooted and ubiquitous gender 
gaps in the economic sphere despite the economic significance of women SMEs. The book advocates the need for mapping 
and data collection of women SMES of the SAARC region as the way forward. Partnership between SAWDF and Tata 

6th East Asia Summit and 15th India-ASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting 
held in Singapore

International Women Entrepreneurs Summit 2018 held in Kathmandu

05 September '18

05 September '18

 IT Company Tech Mahindra will acquire Czech Republic based engineering services firm 
Inter-Informatics for around Rs 8 crore.



INTERNATIONAL

47

Scan the above QR Code & Get News With Videos

NOVEMBER 2018  MICA

Water Business project for establishing social enterprises for women entrepreneurs, for selling safe drinking water at an 
affordable price. SAWDF Chapter Bhutan and Sri Lanka will also be supporting this project.
A meeting between the Secretaries of the Industry and Commerce and Agriculture Secretaries of the Govt. of Nepal, Manish 
Diwan, Head- Strategic Partnership & Entrepreneurship Development, Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council- 
Bio Technology Ministry of the Government of India, SAWDF and Federation of Women Entrepreneurs 
Associations of Nepal (FWEAN). The meeting was held to discuss the setting up of a Biotechnology 
Industrial park for Nepalese women entrepreneurs, which will house 100% women owned and women run 
businesses focusing on agriculture biotechnology, food processing using biotech interventions, shelf life 
extension of perishable food technology, to name a few. Signing of letter of Exchange between SAWDF 
and UNIDO Bahrain to work closely with Indo/African Women Chambers and Industry.

The third ASEM (Asia-Europe Meeting) Conference on ‘Global Ageing and Human 
Rights of Older Persons’ was held in Seoul, capital of South Korea. It was jointly 
organised by South Korea and National Human Rights Commission of Korea.

The 3-day Conference was attended by International Institutions including United Nations, 
Regional Institutions such as UNESCAP, UNECE, European Union (EU), ASEAN, 
GANHRI and also International NGOs, Experts etc. Indian delegation was led by Union 
Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment Thaawarchand Gehlot. The Conference 
reaffirmed universal value of human rights of older persons, shared information on 
discrimination against elderly and exemplary cases of long-term and palliative care in 
Asia and Europe. It also discussed operation and tasks of ASEM Global Ageing Centre as implementing institution for mutual 
cooperation among ASEM members for protection and promotion of human rights of older persons. The experience gained from 
this Conference will be beneficial for Policy formulation and implementation for welfare of senior citizens.
ASEM is informal process of dialogue and cooperation that brings 53 entities – including 51 countries 
(including India) from Asia and Europe and two regional bodies European Union (EU) and ASEAN. It was 
officially established in March 1996 at the first summit in Bangkok, Thailand. ASEM represents around 
62.3% of the world’s population, 57.2% of the global GDP and almost 60% of the world’s trade. The 
dialogue addresses political, economic and cultural issues between the two regions. It also seeks to strengthen 
relationship between the two regions in a spirit of mutual respect and equal partnership.

India and France have signed agreement to collaborate for ISRO’s first human 
space mission Gaganyaan to be launched in 2022. Both countries have also 
announced working group for Gaganyaan. The announcement was made at 

sixth edition of Bengaluru Space Expo (touted to be largest space conference 
in Asia and held in Bengaluru). So far, French-Indian space cooperation was 
in the domain of climate monitoring, with fleet of joint satellites devoted to 
research and operational applications.
Under this agreement, ISRO and French space agency CNES will form 
working group to exchange expertise in fields of astronaut life support, radiation 
protection, space debris protection and personal hygiene systems among others. CNES will be sharing its expertise acquired 
from France first human spaceflights of Thomas Pesquet’s Proxima mission in November 2016, when European Space Agency’s 
(ESA) astronaut Pesquet was on six-month mission at International Space Station (ISS). Pesquet had conducted 50 scientific 
experiments for CNES and ESA. It is also envisioned that French space training infrastructure such as CADMOS centre for 
development of microgravity applications and space operations or MEDES space clinic will be used for training of future Indian 
astronauts, as well as exchange of specialist personnel. The partnership between CNES and ISRO will also allow French space 
agency to learn from India’s developments in the field of crew transport. It will be India’s first manned space mission. Under 

3rd ASEM Conference on Global Ageing and Human Rights of Older 
Persons held in Seoul

India, France ink agreement to collaborate for Gaganyaan mission

07 September '18

08 September '18

 According to a report by SBI, the country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate is 
expected to be 7.7 per cent in the April-June quarter.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi, his Bangladesh counterpart Sheikh Hasina, 
and Chief Ministers of West Bengal and Tripura jointly inaugurated three 
projects in Bangladesh via video conferencing. These include 500 MW 

additional power supply from India to Bangladesh, Akhaura - Agartala Rail Link 
and Rehabilitation of the Kulaura-Shahbazpur section of Bangladesh Railways. 
Speaking on the occasion, Prime Minister Modi recalled Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina’s vision of restoring connectivity to the way it was before 1965. 
He said that he is happy that in the last few years, there has been steady progress 
towards this goal. He said that, both countries have increased power connectivity, and started two projects to increase railway 
connectivity. Mr Modi recalled that during his visit to Bangladesh in 2015, it had been decided to supply an additional 500 MW 
power to Bangladesh. He said this is being done using the transmission link between West Bengal and Bangladesh, and thanked 
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee for her facilitation in completion of this work. He said that 
with the completion of this project, 1.16 Gigawatts of power is now being supplied from India to Bangladesh. 
The Prime Minister said that Akhaura-Agartala rail connectivity will provide another link in the cross-
border connectivity between the two countries. He thanked Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb, 
for his facilitation in completion of this work. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj, and Foreign 
Minister of Bangladesh, also joined the video conference from Delhi and Dhaka respectively.

The 70th Primetime Emmy Awards 
were announced on September 
18, 2018 at the Microsoft 

Theater, Los Angeles, California, United 
States. The awards hosted by comedians 
Michael Che and Colin Jost.
For the first time in almost 20 years, 
HBO didn’t dominate the Emmy Awards. 
The channel had to settle for a tie with 
Netflix with 23 awards each. After being 
ineligible for the 2017 Emmy awards, the 
popular drama series Game of Thrones 
was the most nominated programme 
in this year’s edition with a total of 
22 nominations. It was followed by 
Westworld with 21 nominations and the 
Handmaid's Tale with 20 nominations.
HBO’s Game of Thrones also took 
home the biggest award of the event, 
the award for Outstanding Drama 
Series. On the other hand, Netflix's 
drama series ‘The Crown’ won two 

key awards - Outstanding Lead 
Actress in a drama series for Claire 
Foy and Outstanding Directing for 
drama series, for Stephen Daldry.
About Primetime Emmy Awards

 # The Primetime Emmy Award is 
an American award bestowed by 
the Academy of Television Arts & 
Sciences.

 # It is given in recognition of 
excellence in American primetime 
television programming. It was 
first presented in 1949.

 # The award was originally referred 
to as simply the Emmy Awards until 
the first Daytime Emmy Award 
ceremonies were held in the 1970s. 
The word prime time was added to 
distinguish between the two.

 # The awards are considered the 
television equivalent to the 

Academy Awards 
(film), Grammy 
Awards (music), 
and Tony Awards 
(theatre).

 # The awards are 
divided into 
three categories: the Primetime 
Emmy Awards for television 
performance, the Primetime 
Creative Arts Emmy Awards, and 
the Primetime Engineering Emmy 
Awards.

India, Bangladesh jointly inaugurate three projects

70th Primetime Emmy Awards: Game of Thrones wins Outstanding 
Drama

11 September '18

20 September '18

it, India is planning to send three humans (Gaganyatris) into space by 2022 for period of five to seven days. The mission was 
announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his 72nd Independence Day speech. It will make India 
fourth nation in the world after USA, Russia and China to launch a human spaceflight mission. The crew of 
three astronauts will conduct experiments on microgravity in space. They will be selected jointly by Indian 
Air Force (IAF) and ISRO after which they will undergo training for two-three years. GSLV Mk-III launch 
vehicle, having necessary payload capability will be used to launch Gaganyaan.

 According to Moody's Investors Service, the Indian economy is expected to grow by around 7.5 
percent in 2018 and 2019.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

ADB to provide $245 
million loan for safe, 

sustainable drinking water 
service in West Bengal.

Mauritius remains top 
source of  FDI into India in 

2017-18: RBI.

Bondi: World Bank 
launches world’s first 

blockchain bond.

 Assocham has appointed former bureaucrat Uday Kumar Varma as its new Secretary General. 
He will succeed DS Rawat.

The World Bank has priced 
the world’s first public bond 
created and managed using only 

blockchain in a A$100 million ($73.16 
million) deal designed to test how the 
technology might improve decades-old 
bond sales practices. Commonwealth 
Bank of Australia, the sole manager 
of the deal, said in a statement that 
the two-year bonds had priced to yield 
2.251 percent and would settle Aug. 28.
The prototype deal, dubbed a “Bondi” 
bond - standing for Blockchain 
Operated New Debt Instrument as 
well as a reference to Australia’s most 
famous beach - is being viewed as an 
initial step in moving bond sales away 
from manual processes towards faster 
and cheaper automation. The World 
Bank, whose bonds carry an AAA 
rating, regularly uses its borrowing 
power to help develop new bond 
markets as well as pioneering new 
means for selling and trading the 
securities. It issues between $50 billion 
and $60 billion a year of bonds to back 
economic progress in developing 
countries. Australia is a popular test 
site for market developments because 
of its well-established financial 
infrastructure and the familiarity 
of international investors with the 
Australian dollar, which is one of the 
most-traded currencies in the world.
Earlier this year Russia’s MTS, a 
telecoms operator, and Sberbank 
claimed a world-first blockchain 
bond. The deal, for 750 million rubles 

($11.20 million) 
of 182-day paper, 
was however 
privately placed, 
rather than 
offered for wider 
auction, as is 
the norm and 
the case with 
the World Bank 
deal. While 
there have been 
other prototypes 
or parallel 
simulation blockchain projects in the 
market before, CBA said the World 
Bank bond will be the first time that 
capital is raised from public investors 
through a legally valid bond issuance 
that uses blockchain from start to 
finish.
CBA set the price for the “kangaroo” 
deal at 23 basis points above benchmark 
rates. Kangaroo bonds are bonds 
issued in Australian dollars by foreign 
institutions. The bank’s blockchain 
push comes as the Australian Securities 
Exchange plans to switch to using 
distributed ledger (blockchain) 
technology to clear and settle equities 
trades from 2020 to help cut costs.
Significance

The launch of the blockchain operated 
bond-i is part of a broader strategic 
focus of the World Bank to harness the 
potential of troublesome technologies 
like blockchain for development.

In this regard, the World Bank launched a 
Blockchain Innovation Lab in June 2017 
to understand the impact of blockchain 
and other disruptive technologies in 
areas such as land administration, supply 
chain management, health, education, 
and cross-border payments.
The World Bank’s bonds, which carry 
AAA rating, are issued annually at a 
cost of USD 50 to USD 60 billion for 
sustainable development. The bank 
regularly uses its borrowing power 
to help develop new bond markets 
as well as pioneering new means for 
selling and trading the securities.
Blockchain technology:

 # Blockchain is a digital ledger for 
storing data including financial 
transactions.

 # The Digital records are 
put together into blocks 
and then leaped together 
cryptographically and 
chronologically into a chain 

Bondi: World Bank launches world’s first blockchain bond 24 August '18
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 Indian women’s team pacer Jhulan Goswami has announced her retirement from T-20 

Internationals. 

using complex mathematical 
algorithms. The encryption 
process is termed as ‘hashing’.

 # Hashing is carried out by different 
computers. If they all agree on 
the answer, each block receives a 
unique digital signature.

 # Once updated, the ledger or 
blockchain cannot be altered or 
tampered with.

 # Blockchain distributes information 
without it being copied.

 # The information is held on 
blockchain through a shared 
database which can be accessed 
on a real-time basis.

 # This database is not stored on 
physical servers but on the cloud, 
which makes it easy to store 
unlimited data.

 # The most popular example 
of Blockchain technology is 
cryptocurrency 
and one such 
cryptocurrency 
that has gained 
momentum in 
recent times is 
Bitcoin.

A panel set up by the Department 
of Telecom to prepare a 
roadmap for rollout of 5G 

telephony in India expects the service 
to be operational by 2020. The nine-
member Steering Committee, headed 
by AJ Paulraj, recommended releasing 
additional spectrum for 5G services. 
It submitted its report to Telecom 
Secretary Aruna Sundararajan.
The report said 5G services would 
have a cumulative economic impact 
of over $1 trillion by 2035. While the 
US is likely to deploy 5G services later 
this year, or in the first quarter of 2019, 
the India rollout may begin by 2020.
Globally, 5G technologies are expected 
to evolve to a full range of services 
by 2024, the report said, adding that 
by acting early to embrace the 5G 
opportunity, India can accelerate the 
dividends and potentially also become 
an innovator.
On the financial side, the committee 
has suggested a broad planning 
estimate of `300 crore for the first 
year, `400 crore for the second, `500 

crore in the third year, and 
`400 crore in the fourth.
The Committee said that 
the 5G programmes will 
require funding by the 
government. At present, 
there are only national 
figures available. The actual 
funding requirements can 
only be finalised once well-
defined project proposals with budgetary 
justifications are submitted to DoT.
A high-level forum was set up by the 
government in September 2017 to 
articulate the Vision for 5G in India, 
followed by the constitution of a 
Steering Committee.
The committee has also made 
suggestions on regulatory policy; 
education and awareness promotion; 
application and use case labs; 
participation in international 
standards; development of application 
layer standards; and major 5G trials.
Under the spectrum policy, the 
committee has suggested that India’s 
spectrum allocation for public 

wireless services should be enhanced 
significantly on various frontiers 
to realise digital infrastructure as a 
core utility under Digital India. Also, 
the cost of spectrum relative to per-
capita GDP is high and it is important 
that India builds a more favourable 
spectrum policy in the 5G era.
The committee has suggested that 
the government announce its policy 
by December 31, and issue necessary 
notifications. It has also asked for 
setting up a Standing 
Committee with 
five-year term to 
advise on building 
spectrum technology 
infrastructure.

The G20 Digital Economy Ministerial Meeting was held in Salta, 
Argentina from 23 to 24 August, 2018. It took place as part of 
Sherpa Track for 2018 G20 Leaders’ Summit, which is to be 

hosted by Argentina by end of 2018. The theme of the meeting was 
‘Building consensus for fair and sustainable development‘. Its three key 
issues for the agenda were future of work, infrastructure for development, 
and sustainable food future. It concluded with adaptation of declaration 
that reflects G20’s commitment towards promoting policies and actions 
that catalyze digital transformations.

Panel for rollout of 5G services by 2020

G20 Digital Economy Ministerial Meeting held in Salta, Argentina

24 August '18

27 August '18
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The Government of India, the Government of Rajasthan and the World Bank 
has signed a $250 million development policy loan (DPL) to support the state 
improve the performance of its electricity distribution sector under the state’s 

24x7 Power for All program. The Second Programmatic Electricity Distribution 
Reform Development Policy Loan for Rajasthan is the second in the series of 
two operations planned for a comprehensive turnaround of Rajasthan’s electricity 
distribution sector. The first loan closed in March 2017. The electricity distribution 
utilities (DISCOMs) in Rajasthan provide electricity to about 9.5 million customers. 
The key areas that the program will support include: 

 # strengthening governance in the distribution sector in the state by establishing annual performance MoUs between the 
DISCOMs and the state government; 

 # putting in place a performance management system; 
 # providing incentives to employees for improving performance; 
 # financial restructuring and recovery in the sector by transferring considerable amounts of the DISCOMs debt to the state; 
 # bringing in more discipline in the revenue requirements of DISCOMs; 
 # taking initiatives in reducing the costs of energy procurement; and 
 # improving the operational performance of the DISCOMs through initiatives like publishing feeder level energy audits 

and increased usage of IT among others.
To address concerns of affordability and access to electricity for the poor, the program also supports 
GoI’s Domestic Efficient Lighting Program (DELP), under which more than 15 million LED lamps have 
been distributed in the state. The loan, from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD), has a 3-year grace period, and a maturity of 21 years.

Government inks $250 million loan agreement World Bank for Electricity 
Distribution Sector Reforms in Rajasthan 29 August '18

The meeting was attended by 33 heads of delegation- ministers, senior officials and representatives from invited countries 
and international organizations like EU, UNCTAD, ITU etc. India was represented by Union Minister for Electronics 
and IT & Law and Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad. The participating delegates deliberated upon efforts to create conditions 
that help governments, private sector and civil society maximize benefits and confront challenges posed by technological 
progress. The other focus areas which were also deliberated included digital inclusion in particular gender divide, digital 
government, digital infrastructure and measuring digital economy.
Participating G20 member nations agreed to promote policies that will contribute to bridging all forms of digital divide 
with special attention to digital gender divide. They also agreed to promote digital government and digital infrastructure, 
strengthen digital skills of workforce, deepen analysis towards digital economy measurement and to share experiences and 
lesson learned.
Group of Twenty (G20): it is a premier forum for international economic cooperation and decision-making. It is a forum 
for governments and central bank governors from 20 major economies to focus on economic issues and other important 
development challenges.
The G20 comprises of total 19 countries plus European Union (EU), representing 85% of global GDP, 80% of international 
trade, 65% of world’s population. Its members include Australia, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, India, France, Germany, 
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Russia, Turkey, South Africa, UK, US and EU.
It was started in 1999 as meeting of Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors in the aftermath of the 
South-east Asian (Tiger economies) financial crisis. It was established for studying, reviewing, and promoting 
high-level discussion of policy issues pertaining to the promotion of international financial stability.
In 2008, the first G20 Leaders’ Summit was held in Washington DC, US. Prior to this, it was merely 
forum for meeting of Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors. The group has played key role in 
responding to the global financial crisis.
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The Government of India, the Energy Efficiency 
Services Limited (EESL) and the World Bank 
signed a $220 million Loan Agreement and a 

$80 million Guarantee Agreement for the India Energy 
Efficiency Scale-Up Program.
The programme, to be implemented by EESL, will 
help scale-up the deployment of energy saving 
measures in residential and public sectors, strengthen 
EESL’s institutional capacity and enhance its access to 
commercial financing, according to a press release.
The investments under the programme are expected 
to avoid lifetime greenhouse gas emissions of 170 
million tons of carbon dioxide and contribute to 
avoiding an estimated 10 GW of additional generation 
capacity. This would be over 50 percent of the National 
Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency target of 
19.6 GW indicated in India’s Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Accord.
The key components of the operation include creating 
sustainable markets for LED lights and energy efficient 
ceiling fans, facilitating well-structured and scalable 
investments in public street lighting; developing 
sustainable business models for emerging market 
segments such as super-efficient air conditioning and 
agricultural water pumping systems; and strengthening 
the institutional capacity of EESL. Moreover, the 
Program will help to increase private sector participation 
in energy efficiency, including through private sector 
energy service companies. Under 
the Program, EESL will deploy 
219 million LED bulbs and tube 
lights, 5.8 million ceiling fans, 
and 7.2 million street lights, which 
will be supplied by private sector 
manufacturers and suppliers.

The Board of Directors of 
the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) has 

approved a financing package 
totaling $245 million to 
provide safe, sustainable, 
and inclusive drinking water 
service to about 1.65 million people in three districts of West 
Bengal state, India, affected by arsenic, fluoride, and salinity.
With about 85% of water in India’s rural areas coming from 
groundwater, some 27 million people are at risk from arsenic 
and fluoride contamination. Arsenic in drinking water can lead 
to a range of problems including cancer, while high exposure to 
fluoride can cause dental or skeletal fluorosis and bone diseases.
In West Bengal, more than 90% of the rural population relies on 
groundwater, making it home to about 72% of India’s population 
at risk from arsenic and 5% of the population at risk from fluoride 
contamination. Increased withdrawal of groundwater also leaves 
the area more vulnerable to climate change and disasters, especially 
regular flooding, and is causing an intrusion of salinity into the 
water. The project will provide continuous potable water through 
metered connections to about 390,000 individual households in 
three districts—Bankura, North 24 Parganas, and Purba Medinipur. 
Water will be provided through bulk water systems, consisting of 
intakes, water treatment plants, and transmission mains that will be 
connected to a grid with existing and new systems in the project 
districts. The project will use a high-technology based smart water 
management system to efficiently manage services—a first for 
large scale rural water schemes in India. Similar to most states in 
India, piped water supply in West Bengal’s rural areas has been 
provided through shared public stand-posts to date.
The total project cost is $349 million, for which ADB will provide 
a loan of $240 million and grant of $3 million from the Japan Fund 
for Poverty Reduction, financed by the Government of Japan. The 
West Bengal government will provide $106 million in funding. 
ADB will also administer a $2 million grant from the Urban 
Climate Change Resilience Trust Fund. This will support the state 
government in strengthening its smart water management system, 
improve flood-related early warning and response, and provide 
training on operation and maintenance as well as climate change 
and disaster resilience. The project is due for completion in June 
2024. ADB is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, 
resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific, 
while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme 
poverty. Established in 1966, it is owned by 67 
members—48 from the region. In 2017, ADB 
operations totalled $32.2 billion, including 
$11.9 billion in financing.

Government inks $300 million 
agreement with World Bank 
to scale-up Energy Efficiency 
Program

ADB to provide $245 million loan 
for safe, sustainable drinking water 
service in West Bengal

29 August '18

30 August '18



ECONOMY

53

Scan the above QR Code & Get News With Videos

NOVEMBER 2018  MICA Veteran Marathi actor Vijay Chavan, known for his comic roles, died. He was 63. 

Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
has signed a $375 million loan agreement to contribute to 
double farming incomes in Madhya Pradesh by expanding 

irrigation networks and system efficiency. The Madhya Pradesh 
Irrigation Efficiency Improvement Project will develop 125,000 
hectares of new, highly efficient and climate resilient irrigation 
networks and improve water use efficiency in more than 400 villages, 
benefiting over 800,000 people in Madhya Pradesh. 
The project will focus on two large irrigation systems. At the first 
of these—the Kundalia irrigation project—it will develop 125,000 
ha of new and highly efficient and climate resilient irrigation networks. The work to be undertaken includes building two 
large pumping stations pumping water to distribution chambers where water will be distributed through 
a network of buried pipes to farm outlets. The project will also help farmers to adopt micro-irrigated 
agriculture including high-value crops. 
For the second large irrigation system, the existing Sanjay Sarovar Irrigation Project, the project will 
prepare a comprehensive modernization feasibility study and other preparatory work for a soundly 
designed project.

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India 
has signed a $346 million loan to finance improvement of over 400 
kilometers (km) of state highways that will enhance connectivity and 

access to economic centers across 12 districts in Karnataka.
The signatories to the loan agreement for the Karnataka State Highways 
Improvement III Project (KSHIP-III) were Mr. Sameer Kumar Khare, Joint 
Secretary (Fund Bank and ADB), Department of Economic Affairs in the 
Ministry of Finance, who signed on behalf of the Government of India, and 
Mr. Kenichi Yokoyama, ADB Country Director in India, who signed for ADB.
An ongoing road improvement project financed by ADB with a loan of $315 million is upgrading about 615 km of state 
roads. This KSHIP-III project will upgrade about 419 km of state highways to two and four lanes with paved shoulders, 
and will reconstruct, widen, and strengthen culverts and bridges. The project features the use of hybrid-annuity contracts 
to increase the participation of the private sector and improve the quality and sustainability of road assets 
with performance-based maintenance period of 7 years, post-construction.
The project will also carry out a road safety audit to identify and mitigate critical accident blackspots 
across the state highway network and strengthen the institutional capacity of the Karnataka Public Works, 
Ports, and Inland Water Transport Department.

Mauritius remained the top source of foreign direct investment into 
India in 2017-18 followed by Singapore, whereas total FDI stood 
at USD 37.36 billion in the financial year, a marginal rise over the 

USD 36.31 billion recorded in the previous fiscal, according to RBI data.
While FDI from Mauritius totalled USD 13.41 billion as against USD 
13.38 billion in the previous year, inflows from Singapore rose to USD 
9.27 billion from USD 6.52 billion. Even as FDI from Netherlands declined 
marginally to USD 2.67 billion as against USD 3.23 billion in the year-ago 
period.

ADB to provide US $375 million loan for Madhya Pradesh Irrigation 
Efficiency Improvement Project

India inks $346 million loan agreement with ADB to improve State 
Highways in Karnataka

Mauritius remains top source of FDI into India in 2017-18: RBI

30 August '18

31 August '18

03 September '18
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 Reliance Industries (RIL) became the first Indian company to cross the Rs 8 lakh crore market 

capitalisation mark. 

The provisional data for the financial year ended March revealed that foreign direct investment (FDI) into the manufacturing 
sector witnessed a substantial decline to USD 7.06 billion, as against USD 11.97 billion in the year-ago period.
However, FDI into communication services rose to USD 8.8 billion in 2017-18 as compared to USD 5.8 billion. The 
inflows into retail and wholesale trade also shot up to USD 4.47 billion as against USD 2.77 billion, while financial services 
sector too witnessed a rise in inflows to USD 4.07 billion from USD 3.73 billion in the previous year.
FDI in computer services was recorded at USD 3.17 billion as against USD 1.93 billion in the previous year. Inflows in 
real estate activities jumped four-fold to USD 405 million as compared to USD 105 million; while FDI 
in Education and R&D stood at USD 347 million versus USD 205 million in FY 2016-17.
Sectors like construction and mining witnessed a decline in FDI inflows during 2017-18, whereas 
electricity and other energy generation, distribution and transmission and restaurants and hotels recorded 
a slight increase in inflows, as per data from the Reserve Bank of India's annual report.

Asia Index Pvt Ltd, a joint 
venture of S&P Dow 
Jones Indices and BSE, 

has launched an environmental, 
social and governance (ESG) 
index to measure the exposure to 
securities meeting sustainability 
investing criteria.
The S&P BSE 100 ESG Index, 
which uses the S&P BSE 100 as 
its universe, excludes all tobacco 
producing companies, as well 
as companies with tobacco sales 
greater than 10 per cent. It also 
excludes all companies producing 
controversial weapons and all 
companies at or below the bottom 
5 per cent of the 
United Nations 
Global Compact 
(UNGC) score.

S&P BSE Private 
Banks Index: Asia 
Index Pvt Ltd launches 
index to measure 
the performance of 
private banks

05 September '18

National Mission 
on Government 
e Marketplace 

(GeM) was launched on 
5th September 2018 to 
accelerate the adoption 
and use of GeM by major 
central Ministries, State 
Governments and their 
agencies. The aim of the 
National Mission is to 
promote inclusiveness, 
transparency and efficiency 
in public procurement 
and achieve cashless, 
contactless and paperless transaction. This will increase overall efficiency and lead 
to cost saving on government expenditure in procurement. 
During the 6 weeks’ special drive beginning from 6th September up to 15th 
October 2018, the mission was launched at state headquarters by Chief Ministers 
and covers important sectors and flagship programmes, launch of IEC campaign 
along with training on usage of GeM for buyers and sellers, buyer registration 
drive to on board government agencies and vendor registration drive with special 
focus on MSMEs.
The GeM has completed two years and as on 26th of August 2018, it has 
crossed ` 10,800 crore in value terms and 6.96 lakh in volume of transactions 
through the platform.  More than 1.35 lakh sellers offer 4.43 lakh products 
on the GeM platform which has 26,500 organizations as buyers. While all 
States and Union Territories are buying through GeM, 25 States and UTs have 
already signed an MoU to make procurement through GeM mandatory. It has 
led to an overall average saving in cost of procurement to the tune of about 
25%.    
The GeM platform provides online, end to end solution for 
procurement of commonly used goods and services for all Central 
Government Departments and State Governments. Public Sector 
Units and affiliated bodies. 

Government launches National Mission on 
Government eMarketplace 07 September '18
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State-owned Oil and Natural 
Gas Corp (ONGC) has made 
oil and gas discoveries in 

Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal 
that may potentially open up two 
new sedimentary basins in the 
country. ONGC had previously 
opened six out of India's seven 
producing basins for commercial 
production. It is in the process of 
adding the eighth by putting Kutch offshore on the oil and gas map of India. 
The firm has found gas deposits in a block in Vindhyan basin in Madhya 
Pradesh that is now being tested, he said adding that the find is at 3,000-plus 
meters. ONGC has drilled four wells after the discovery and will now hydro-
frack it by the end of the year to test commerciality of the finds.
Similarly, an oil and gas discovery has been made in a well in Ashok Nagar 
of 24 Parganas district in West Bengal, adding that one lakh cubic meters per 
day of gas flowed from one object that was tested. Now, the firm would go 
for appraisal of the find, only after which commercially exploitable reserves 
could be established. The company is on the way to putting the Kutch 
offshore discovery to production. This would make Kutch India's eighth 
sedimentary basin. Cauvery was the last Category-I producing basin which 
was discovered in 1985. ONGC had made a significant natural gas discovery 
in the Gulf of Kutch off the west coast a few months back, which it plans to 
bring to production in 2-3 years.
India has 26 sedimentary basins, of which only seven have commercial 
production of oil and gas. Except for the Assam shelf, ONGC opened up for 
commercial production all the other six basins, including Cambay, Mumbai 
Offshore, Rajasthan, Krishna Godavari, Cauvery, and Assam-Arakan Fold 
Belt. The discovery in Kutch offshore may hold about one trillion cubic feet 
of gas reserves. The spread of Kutch offshore basin covers an area of 28,000 
square kilometers in water depth of up to 200 meters and will become eighth 
producing basin of the country. 
Cambay, Mumbai Offshore, Rajasthan, Krishna Godavari, Cauvery, Assam 
Shelf and Assam-Arakan Fold Belt are Category-I basins with established 
commercial production. Category-II basins Kutch, Mahanadi-NEC (North 
East Coast), Andaman-Nicobar, Kerala-Konkan-Lakshadweep where known 
accumulation of hydrocarbons are there but no commercial production has 
been achieved so far.
Himalayan Foreland Basin, Ganga Basin, Vindhyan basin, Saurashtra 
Basin, Kerela Konkan Basin, Bengal Basin are Category-III basins having 
hydrocarbon shows that are considered geologically prospective.
The remaining basins of Karewa, Spiti-Zanskar, Satpura 
South Rewa Damodar, Chhattisgarh, Narmada, Deccan 
Syneclise, Bhima-Kaladgi, Bastar, PranhitaGodavari and 
Cuddapah are classified as Category-IV basins having 
uncertain potential which may be prospective by analogy 
with similar basins in the world.

The decision to double the limit to 
Rs 20 lakh for filing applications 
in debt recovery tribunals will 

help them focus on high value matters 
leading to quicker recovery of bad 
loans. The pecuniary limit was raised 
last week following amendment in 
the rules of Recovery of Debts due to 
Banks and Financial Institutions Act, 
1993. Revising the limit will free up 
debt recovery tribunals (DRT), leaving 
them to focus on high-value matters 
which will lead to quicker recovery of 
NPAs.
As many as 38,376 cases involving 
debt amount between Rs 10-20 lakh 
pending in DRTs which account for 38 
percent of total cases but in value terms 
these are just 4 percent as on June 2018. 
This number is rising as the recent data 
indicates that cases of less than Rs 20 
lakh have touched 41 percent in number 
terms.
Data indicates that 80-85 percent of 
non-performing assets (NPAs) cases 
in the range of Rs 10-20 lakh are fully 
secured. For their recovery, lenders can 
take action under the Securitisation 
and Reconstruction 
of Financial Assets 
and Enforcement of 
Security Interest Act 
2002 (SARFAESI 
Act).

ONGC discovers oil, gas reserves in Madhya 
Pradesh, West Bengal Government doubles 

monetary limit for 
filing cases in DRT

08 September '18

08 September '18

 Australia's Finance Minister Scott Morrison has been elected as the new Prime Minister of the 
country. He will replace Malcolm Turnbull. 
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In an effort to fight bias in artificial intelligence, IBM 
is launching a new tool capable of analysing how and 
why algorithms make the decisions they do in real 

time. The company's Trust and Transparency capabilities 
will also be able to scan for any signs of bias in AI software 
and recommend adjustments that can be made.
The software service runs on the IBM Cloud and will 
help organisations manage AI systems from a number of 
industry players such as the firm's own Watson, Tensorflow, 
SparkML, AWS SageMaker and AzureML. IBM will also 
work with businesses to ensure that they are able to harness 
the power of its new software.
Additionally IBM Research will release 
an AI bias detection and migration toolkit 
called Fairness 360 Kit for the open 
source community which will bring the 
tools and education needed to encourage 
global collaboration around addressing 
the issue of bias in AI.

The government has raised interest rates on small savings schemes, including 
NSC and PPF, by up to 0.4 per cent for the October-December quarter, in 
line with rising deposit rates in the banks. Interest rates for small savings 

schemes are notified on a quarterly basis.
The rates of interest on various small savings schemes for the third quarter of 
financial year 2018-19, starting October 1 and ending on December 31, 2018, has 
been revised, the Finance Ministry said while notifying the rates.
Interest rate for the five-year term deposit, recurring deposit Senior Citizens 
Savings Scheme has been raised to 7.8, 7.3 and 8.7 per cent, respectively. The 
interest on the senior citizens' scheme is paid quarterly. However, interest on savings deposits has been retained at 4 per 
cent, annually. Public Provident Fund (PPF) and National Savings Certificate (NSC) will fetch annual interest rate of 8 
per cent as compared to existing 7.6 per cent, while Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP) will yield 7.7 per cent and 
mature in 112 months as against 118 months in the previous quarter.
The girl child savings scheme Sukanya Samriddhi account will earn higher interest rate of 8.5 per cent 
rate, 0.4 per cent more then the current rate. Term deposits of one-three years will fetch 0.3 per cent higher 
interest rate. While announcing the quarterly setting of interest rates in 2016, the finance ministry had said 
that rates of small savings schemes would be linked to government bond yields. The move is expected to 
see banks lowering their deposit rates in line with the small savings rate offered by the government.

The government appointed 10 public sector bank 
chiefs, including five from State Bank of India, as 
it sought to fill up key posts, some of which were 

vacant for over eight months. The list includes SBI deputy 
managing director Karnam Sekar as the new chief of Dena 
Bank, which is part of a three-way merger involving Bank 
of Baroda and Vjaya Bank, an official notification said.
In a break from tradition, the Centre also opted for a non-Sikh 
as the managing director and CEO of Delhi-headquartered 
Punjab & Sind Bank. With IIM Bangalore professor Charan 
Singh appointed the chairman of the state-run lender, the 
government decided to appoint Allahabad Bank executive 
director S Harisankar as the Delhi-headquartered bank’s 
managing director and chief executive.
Indian Bank executive director A S Rajeev, who moves to Bank 
of Maharashtra as its MD & CEO and Union Bank ED Atul 
Kumar Goel, who moves to UCO Bank MD & CEO, are two 
with long tenures. Mrutyunjay Mahapatra moves to Syndicate 
Bank, Padmaja Chandru to Indian Bank, Pallav Mohapatra 
to Central Bank of India and J Packirisamy to Andhra Bank. 
Syndicate Bank ED S S Mallikarjuna Rao has been appointed 
as MD & CEO of Allahabad Bank, while 
Ashok Kumar Pradhan, ED of United Bank 
of India, is being elevated in the same bank.
The appointments follow recommendations 
of the Banks Board Bureau and have been 
pending with the PMO for several months.

IBM launches AI bias tool

Government hikes interest rate on PPF, other small savings by up to 0.4%

Govt appoints 10 public sector 
bank chiefs

17 September '18

20 September '18

18 September '18

 15th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas-2019 will be held at Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh. 
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Branch Name Phone Number

Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136

Ahmedabad 9227575027

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Allahabad 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816

Ambikapur 8823868882

Amritsar 9646606160

Asansol 7076880723

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bangalore 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhopal-Lalghati 9229174902

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Chennai 8939777224

Coimbatore 8110967668

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671/9250239674

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723/24

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Faizabad 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9204311416

Ghaziabad 9212229752/24

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9229174910

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865 /8790034792

Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar

7032410704

Indore 7581800952

Jabalpur 9229174905

Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894

Jammu 9419305561

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhalandhar 8557088164

Jhansi 9235253424

Jodhpur 9636512855

Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

Kanpur 
Kidwainagar

9235253482
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Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133

Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497/8017652045

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow 
Alambagh PO

9235253521

Lucknow 
Alambagh SSC

9235253438/66

Lucknow 
Bhootnath

9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar

9235253548

Lucknow 
Mahanagar PO

9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram

9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 9208235067

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9208243884

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614

Nagpur Gandhinagar 9272273686/9272295576

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patiala 9780859721

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438

Rajkot 9979316870

Rampur 9208255388

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Rohtak 8930403886

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Tirupati 9581933099

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vijaywada 8886309897

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661
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EDITORIAL WORD

BECKON (VERB)- / while in UK   / bek.ən/ US   
/ bek.ən/
verb: beckon; 3rd person present: beckons; past tense: 
beckoned; past participle: beckoned; gerund or present 
participle: beckoning
Basic meanings: 

1-  to move your hand or head in a way that tells someone 
to come nearer:

 Examples:

 The customs official beckoned the woman to his 
counter.

 "Hey you!" she called, beckoning me over with her 
finger.

 He beckoned to me, as if he wanted to speak to me.
2-  If something beckons, it attracts people:
 Example: 

 For many young people, the bright lights of the city 
beckon, though a lot of them end up sleeping on the 
streets.

3-  If an event or achievement beckons, it is likely to 
happen:

 Example: 
 Avantika’s an excellent student, for whom a wonderful 

future beckons.
PRONUNCIATION
Pronounce ‘beck’ as ‘back’ and on as john, don, Rohn 
etc, hence a simplest pronunciation emerges as back+on- 
beckon.
DEFINITIONS
: to appear attractive or inviting
Example:
A career in the film industry beckoned.

: to attract (someone or something)
Example:
if something beckons to you, it is very attractive and you 
feel you have to do something to get it
ORIGIN
[Middle English bekenen, from Old English bīecnan, 
bēcnan; see bhā- in Indo-European roots.]
RELATED FORMS
Beckon (noun) - a summoning gesture
beck•on•ing•ly, adverb
un•beck•oned, adjective
DERIVED FORMS
SYNONYMS
invite, attract, coax.
ANTONYMS
Repeal, repulse, turn off.
EXAMPLES OF BECKON IN A SENTENCE
If his services are no longer required, perhaps a writing 
career could beckon.
Times, Sunday Times (2016)
A career in property beckons.
The Sun (2016)
Commerce was taking over from the honest pioneering that 
still beckoned far out in memory.
Times, Sunday Times (2006)
The figure raised a hand and beckoned to me for a second 
time.
Times, Sunday Times (2012)
They are too good to go down but it looks like an unhappy 
new year beckons.
The Sun (2011)
FIRST KNOWN USE OF BECKON
before 12th century

NEW AND TRICKY

DESCRIPTION PART OF SPEECH MADE FROM

Beckon is itself a word. It can be a verb and a 
noun both Verb basically

CONTEMPORARY EXAMPLES
• The latter is a bloody red howl beckoning your ancestral 

primal beast to attack.
 —Mike Sula, Chicago Reader, "Radio Anago is 

Brendan Sodikoff’s sushi cave under the deep dark sea 
. . .," 3 May 2018

• Among the distinctive items beckoning guests are 
the park’s skillet dishes that are offered at multiple 
locations.

 —Arthur Levine, USA TODAY, "Silver Dollar City 
theme park offers old-fashioned fun and thrills," 25 
Apr. 2018

• For most, a quick spritz on the wrist or neck will do 
the trick, but hair-reviving hopefuls often send fragrant 
waves a little further north to beckon the scent of a 
fresh blowout.

 —Jenna Rennert, Vogue, "Why Hair Perfume Is This 
Summer’s Ultimate Beauty Hack," 30 May 2018

 R Madhavan has taken charge as the Chairman and Managing Director of Hindustan 
Aeronautics Ltd.
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India Blue wins 2017-18 
Duleep Trophy.

The New Kabaddi Federation 
of  India (NKFI) launched the 

Indo International Premier 
Kabaddi League.

2018 US Open was held on 
outdoor hard courts in New 

York City.

 6th RCEP Trade Ministers’ Meeting has been started in Singapore.

SHUTTLER PV Sindhu is seventh on the Forbes list of highest-earning women 
sportspersons in the world. Despite badminton’s semi-professional status in 
most parts of the world, the Rio Olympics silver medallist earned $8.5 million 

in the period between June 2017 and June 2018 — this includes her prize winnings and 
endorsement deals. While the list is headed by tennis legend Serena Williams, the surprise 
was Sindhu pipping tennis’s current World No. 1 Simona Halep and German Angelique 
Kerber, winner of three Grand Slam singles titles including Wimbledon 2018.
A major part of Sindhu’s earnings comes from off the court, as the prize money in badminton is still not on par with some of 
the other sports. In fact, as much as $8 million of her income is from endorsements. “The Indian badminton player burst on the 
scene with a silver medal at the 2016 Summer Olympics. She was the first Indian female athlete to win a silver. The 23-year-old 
has a robust sponsor roster with Bridgestone, Gatorade, Nokia, Panasonic, Reckitt Benckiser and a half-dozen other brands,” 
Forbes wrote. Sindhu is also the brand ambassador for the Central Reserve Police Force and Vizag Steel. Serena returned to 
tennis recently after giving birth to a daughter. While her on-court earnings dipped due to her time away, she still managed to earn 
$18.062 million, with only $62,000 coming as prize money. She is followed on the Forbes list by fellow tennis players Caroline 
Wozniacki, Sloane Stephens, Garbine Muguruza, Maria Sharapova and elder sister Venus.
American former professional racing driver Danica Patrick is the only other non-tennis player in the top 10, 
at No. 9, sandwiched between Halep and Kerber. After her return from the Rio Games, Sindhu received cash 
awards from different state governments and government institutions adding up to Rs 13 crore, while gold 
medallist Marin, who defeated the Indian in the final, received only Rs 70 lakh from the Spanish government.

India Blue has won 2017-18 Duleep Trophy by defeating 
defending champion India Red by an innings and 187 runs in 
the final match played at NPR College ground in Dindigul, 

Tamilnadu. India Blue’s spinners Deepak Jagbir Hooda (5 for 
56) and Saurabh Kumar (5 for 51) were just needed10.5 overs 
on fourth day of final match to bundle out India Red for 172 in 
second innings. Himachal Pradesh batsman Nikhil Gangta was 
named man of match for his superb knock of 130.
Brief scores: India Blue scored 541 runs with all out in 167.3 
overs (N R Gangta 136, Anmolpreet Singh 96, Swapnil 
Singh 69, Parvez Rasool 4 for 150, Mihir Hirwani 3 for 
190). They defeated India Red 182 all out in 69.1 overs 
(B Sandeep 57, Swapnil Singh 5 for 58) and 172 all out in 
38.5 overs (Abhinav Mukund 46, Saurabh Kumar 5 for 51, 
Deepak Hooda 5 for 56) by innings and 187 runs.
Duleep Trophy

It is a domestic first-
class cricket tournament 
played between teams 
representing geographical 
zones of India. This 
tournament was instituted 
in 1961-62 by BCCI. It is 
named after Kumar Shri 
Duleepsinhji of Nawanagar. 
It is previously contested by three teams, namely India 
Red, India Blue and India Green. Since 
2016-17, the tournament is played by 
teams chosen by selectors from Board of 
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), apex 
governing body of cricket. It now also 
played in day/night format with pink ball.

PV Sindhu seventh in Forbes list of highest paid women sportspersons

India Blue wins 2017-18 Duleep Trophy

23 August '18

08 September '18
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The 2018 US Open was the 138th 
edition of tennis' US Open 
and the fourth and final Grand 

Slam event of the year. It was held on 
outdoor hard courts at the USTA Billie 
Jean King National Tennis Center in 
New York City.

Rafael Nadal and Sloane Stephens 
were the defending champions in the 
men's and women's singles events, 
however both failed to defend 
their titles. Nadal retired during his 
semifinal match against Juan Martín 
del Potro. Stephens was defeated in the 
quarterfinals by Anastasija Sevastova, 
whom Stephens had beaten at the same 
stage the previous year.

Novak Djokovic won the men's singles 
title, defeating del Potro in the final, 
6–3, 7–6(7–4), 6–3. It was his third US 
Open title and 14th Grand Slam, tieing 
Pete Sampras' record to become equal 
third among all-time Grand Slam 
champions. In women's singles, Naomi 
Osaka defeated Serena Williams in the 
final, 6–2, 6–4, becoming Japan's first 
ever able-bodied Grand Slam singles 
champion.

Results

Men's Singles

Serbia Novak Djokovic def. Argentina 
Juan Martín del Potro, 6–3, 7–6(7–4), 
6–3

Women's Singles

Japan Naomi Osaka def. United States 
Serena Williams, 6–2, 6–4

Men's Doubles

United States Mike Bryan / United 
States Jack Sock def. Poland Lukasz 
Kubot / Brazil Marcelo Melo, 6–3, 6–1

Women's Doubles

Australia Ashleigh Barty / United 
States CoCo Vandeweghe def. Hungary 
Tímea Babos / France Kristina 
Mladenovic, 3–6, 7–6(7–2), 7–6(8–6)

Mixed Doubles

United States Bethanie Mattek-Sands 
/ United Kingdom Jamie Murray 
def. Poland Alicja Rosolska / Croatia 
Nikola Mektić, 2–6, 6–3, [11–9]

Junior Boys' Singles

Brazil Thiago Seyboth Wild def. Italy 
Lorenzo Musetti, 6–1, 2–6, 6–2

Junior Girls' Singles

China Wang Xiyu def. France Clara 
Burel, 7–6(7–4), 6–2

Junior Boys' Doubles

Bulgaria Adrian Andreev / United 
Kingdom Anton Matusevich def. 
United States Emilio Nava / United 
States Axel Nefve, 6–4, 2–6, [10–8]

Junior Girls' Doubles

United StatesCori Gauff / United 
StatesCaty McNally def. United 
StatesHailey Baptiste / United 
StatesDalayna Hewitt, 6–3, 6–2

Wheelchair Men's Singles

United Kingdom Alfie Hewett def. 
Japan Shingo Kunieda, 6–3, 7–5.

Wheelchair Women's Singles

Netherlands Diede de Groot def. Japan 
Yui Kamiji, 6–2, 6–3

Wheelchair Quad Singles

Australia Dylan Alcott def. United 
States David Wagner, 7–5, 6–2

Wheelchair Men's Doubles

United Kingdom Alfie Hewett / United 
Kingdom Gordon Reid def. France 
Stéphane Houdet / France Nicolas 
Peifer, 5–7, 6–3, [11–9]

Wheelchair Women's Doubles

Netherlands Diede de Groot / Japan 
Yui Kamiji def. Netherlands Marjolein 
Buis / Netherlands Aniek van Koot, 
6–3, 6–4

Wheelchair Quad Doubles

United Kingdom Andrew Lapthorne 
/ United States David Wagner def. 
Australia Dylan Alcott / United States 
Bryan Barten, 3–6, 
6–0, [10–4]

2018 US Open 10 September '18

 According to a report by HDFC Bank, the economic growth is expected to rise to 7.6 percent in 
the April-June quarter of 2018-19.
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In a move that can have a far-reaching effect on the game 
in the state, the CP Joshi-led executive committee of 
Rajasthan Cricket Association (RCA) was disbanded by 

the registrar of Societies. As per the Rajasthan State Sports 
Act, which governs all sporting bodies of the state, the 
registrar has the power to disband any executive committee 
if he finds some irregularities.
Registrar of Societies Neeraj K Pawan acted on a complaint 
by RCA secretary Rajendra Singh Nandu and treasurer 
Pinkesh Porwal, both of whom owe allegiance to the Lalit 
Modi faction. The registrar did his own investigations and 
found that there had been irregularities. All the involved 
parties were asked to present their versions by September 17.

Fearing such a move, the Joshi faction had 
moved an application at the Rajasthan High 
Court itself. Assistant secretary Mahendra 
Nahar had himself appealed to the court to step in. The court, however, advised them to wait for the 
registrar to act before bringing the matter to him. Officials of the Joshi faction told TOI that they would 
approach the court at the earliest.

The New Kabaddi Federation of India (NKFI) 
launched the Indo International Premier 
Kabaddi League beginning on January 26.

With a winner’s cheque of 1.25 crore, the league 
will see over 1000 players, both domestic and 
International players, competing as part of eight 
franchises.
There is a pool of 823 Indian players, that includes 
271 state level players, 137 national and International 
level, 84 International registered players with NKF. 
The player draft will take place on January 5.
The league will feature eight teams in the 
inaugural edition, namely Bengaluru Rhinos, 
Chennai Cheetahs, Delhi Dumars, Telangana Bulls, Patna Panthers, Haryana Hurricanes, Mumbai Marathas and 
Kolkata Tigers.
Each franchise will have 2 to 3 international players. The format is one of double round robin, the league stage will consist 
of 62 matches over a period of one and a half months, and the top 4 teams will qualify for the playoffs.
Each team will feature players from across the globe namely New Zealand, Poland, Argentina, Tanzania, Australia, 
Norway, United Kingdom, Canada and USA, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Mexico, Mauritius, Kenya, Iraq, Denmark.
Interestingly, the federation also decided to distribute 20 percent of the annual profits from the league to 
the participating players.
All 62 games will be streamed on DSPORT, a sports TV channel by Discovery Communications India.

CP Joshi-led RCA panel disbanded

Indo International Premier League

16 September '18

19 September '18

 Google has launched Project Navlekha to expand the reach of Indian content. 
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Gaganyaan Mission: ISRO 
unveils plans for India’s 

manned space flight mission.

European Space Agency 

launches world’s first wind-

sensing satellite Aeolus.

NASA’s OSIRIS-REx 
spacecraft catches its first 

glimpse of  its target Bennu 
asteroid.

 Former Indian cricketer Subramaniam Badrinath announced his retirement from all forms of 
the game. 

Europe has launched a rocket from French Guyana, 
to put a satellite into orbit as part of what company 
Arianespace called the world’s first space mission to 

map the Earth’s wind on a global scale.
The satellite – named Aeolus after the guardian of wind in 
Greek mythology – will be placed at an altitude of 320km 
(200 miles) above the Earth.
It is part of the Copernicus project, a joint initiative of the 
European Union and the European Space Agency (ESA) 
to track environmental damage and aid disaster relief 
operations. Aeolus is equipped with a single instrument: a 
Doppler wind lidar – an advanced laser system designed 
to accurately measure global wind patterns from space. 
Tropical winds in particular are very poorly mapped because 
of the almost complete absence of direct observations.
The Doppler lidar transmits short, powerful pulses of laser 
light toward Earth in the ultraviolet spectrum. Particles in 
the air – moisture, dust, gases – scatter a small fraction of 
that light energy back to the transceiver, where it is collected 
and recorded.

The delay 
between the 
outgoing pulse 
and the so-called 
“backscattered” 
signal reveals 
the wind’s 
direction, speed 
and distance 
travelled. Once 
per orbit data is 
downloaded to a 
ground station in Svalbard, Norway. Aeolus is the fifth of 
the ESA’s planned Earth Explorer missions. Others already 
completed or in operation have measured 
Earth’s gravity and geomagnetic fields, 
soil moisture, ocean salinity and frozen 
expanses collectively known as the 
cryosphere. The new mission is also 
Arianespace’s 50th launch for the ESA.

After almost two years of space travel, NASA’s Origins, Spectral 
Interpretation, Resource Identification, Security, Regolith Explorer 
(OSIRIS-REx) spacecraft finally has a clear view of its jobsite — 

a near-Earth, carbon-rich asteroid named Bennu. The craft’s PolyCam 
camera captured its first image of Bennu on August 17 from a distance 
just 1.4 million miles (2.25 million kilometers), and will now begin its 
final approach. Once it arrives, NASA’s first asteroid-bound mission will 
start mapping and studying its 1,640-foot-long (500 meters) surface, and 
ultimately bring samples back to Earth.
Bennu is one of the potentially hazardous asteroids, coming within just 186,000 miles (300,000 km) of Earth every six 
years. Researchers think that Bennu could possibly impact Earth in the late 22nd century, and even though it’s not nearly 
large enough wipe out humans or destroy the planet, we should still know what we’d be up against.

European Space Agency launches world’s first wind-sensing satellite 
Aeolus

NASA’s OSIRIS-REx spacecraft catches its first glimpse of its target 
Bennu asteroid

26 August '18

26 August '18
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OSIRIS-REx began its 1.1 billion-mile (1.77 billion km) journey in September 2016 when an Atlas V rocket launched it 
into orbit around the Sun. Roughly one year and one trip around the Sun later, the craft pulled a “gravity assist” maneuver, 
where it approached Earth from behind and got pulled into its strong gravitational field. Borrowing some of Earth’s orbital 
energy as it flew by, OSIRIS-REx was able to speed up and launch itself toward Bennu’s orbital plane, sort of like a 
slingshot. This move, which has been used on many other missions, reduces the mission’s overall travel time and cuts down 
on the amount of heavy fuel it needs to lug around.
Since entering Bennu’s orbital plane, the mission has been cruising at about 32,000 miles (51,000 km) 
per hour, relative to Earth. And it’s now gaining on Bennu at a rate of 1,200 miles (1,930 km) per hour, 
relative to the asteroid. Asteroid missions like OSIRIS-REx and Japan’s Hayabusa2 will not only reveal 
the elements that made up our early solar system, but will also demonstrate what our advanced space 
technology is capable of.

According to ISRO, India would launch its first human space mission, 
Gaganyaan, in next 40 months. Prior to the manned mission, ISRO would 
conduct two unmanned missions, the first one in 30 months and the second 

in 36 months, he said, adding that the entire mission would cost the exchequer less 
than Rs 10,000 crore. So far, only the US, Russia and China have successfully 
launched manned space missions.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, during his recent Independence Day speech from 
the ramparts of the Red Fort, announced that an Indian astronaut would be in space 
before the country celebrates its 75th Independence Day, which falls in 2022.
According to the ISRO chief, the Gaganyaan mission would create 15,000 new 
employment opportunities, 13,000 of them in private industry and the space organisation would need an additional 
manpower of 900. Many national scientific institutions and private industrial houses would help ISRO in undertaking this 
ambitious mission. As it is planned currently, an Indian astronaut, who is yet to be chosen, would be stationed at an altitude 
of 400 km from earth for 5-7 days, Sivan said. The payload, or orbital module, consisting of a crew module and a service 
module, will have a diameter of 3 metres and a height of 10 metres and would weigh about 3.8 tonnes.
The flight would take 16 minutes to reach its orbit and during the period of stay, the astronaut would carry out a series of 
experiments, particularly microgravity experiments. The descent, on the other hand, would take 36 minutes as care would 
be taken to avoid heating up while heading back to earth, the ISRO chief said. At 120 km from earth, the 
service module would detach, allowing the crew module to prepare for its journey towards the earth. As 
regards preparedness for the human flight, the ISRO Chairman said the space organisation has successfully 
carried out space capsule recovery experiments in the past. A prototype space suit has been designed and 
made indigenously. Selected space traveller would need 30 months of rigorous training, which would be 
given jointly by ISRO and the Indian Air Force, at the Bengaluru-based Institute of Avian Medicine.

A Japanese team has developed a “space elevator” and will 
conduct a first trial this month, blasting off a miniature 
version on satellites to test the technology. The test 

equipment, produced by researchers at Shizuoka University, will 
hitch a ride on an H-2B rocket being launched by Japan’s space 
agency from southern island of Tanegashima.
The test involves a miniature elevator stand-in — a box just 
6 cm long, 3 cm wide, and 3 cm high. If all goes well, it will 
provide proof of concept by moving along a 10-metre cable 
suspended in space between two mini satellites that will keep 
it taut.

Gaganyaan Mission: ISRO unveils plans for India’s manned space 
flight mission

Japan to conduct world’s first test of space elevator

29 August '18

06 September '18
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 India and Nepal signed a MoU to build a strategic railway line connecting Bihar's Raxual city 

to Kathmandu. 

The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) has recommissioned an 
upgraded version of ‘Apsara’, the country’s oldest research reactor that was 
decommissioned almost a decade ago.

Apsara was first made operational on August 4, 1956, becoming Asia’s first research 
reactor at the time. The design of the pool-type reactor using enriched uranium fuel 
was conceptualised in 1955 by Dr Homi Bhabha himself.
The name Apsara was coined by then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. Later, BARC 
set up two other research reactors Cirus and Dhruva. However, after having been in 
service for over five decades, the reactor was shut down in 2009 and decommissioned.
Now, a swimming pool type research reactor ‘Apsara-upgraded’ of a higher capacity has come into existence. The upgraded 
version, like its ancestor, is indigenously made, said a spokesperson from BARC.
The research reactor uses plate-type dispersion fuel elements made of low enriched uranium. “By virtue of higher neutron 
flux, this reactor will increase indigenous production or radio-isotopes for medical application by about 
50 per cent and would also be exclusively used for research in nuclear physics, material science and 
radiation shielding,” a statement from the Department of Atomic Energy said.
The country began production of radioisotopes with the commissioning of Apsara in 1956. Today, 
radioisotopes are used in the field of medicine for diagnosis and therapy, food preservation, agriculture, 
and other industries.

NASA's new website aims to answer just that — all the 
ways in which the world's largest space agency has 

added value to everyday life right here on Earth. The new 
website — NASA Home and City — features nearly 130 
spinoff technologies that the space agency has either invented 
or enhanced from their research. Majority of the 'spinoffs' 
showcased are commercial products that have been traced 
back to NASA experiments and explorations in space. These 
range from water filtration systems — originally designed 

to "purify water for the Apollo astronauts", 
to durable wind turbines "designed with 
Mars in mind to the selfie-taking camera”. 
There are a lot of advances in technology 
and research that NASA has aided. Here’s a dive into four of them that highlight the diversity and scale 
of its contributions.

Apsara: BARC recommissions upgraded version of India’s oldest 
research reactor

NASA Launches new website

12 September '18

19 September '18

The mini-elevator will travel along the cable from a container in one of the satellites. The movement of the motorised 
“elevator” box will be monitored with cameras in the satellites. It is still a far cry from the ultimate beam-me-up goals of 
the project, which builds on a long history of “space elevator” dreams. The idea was first proposed in 1895 by Russian 
scientist Konstantin Tsiolkovsky after he saw the Eiffel Tower in Paris, and was revisited nearly a century later in a novel 
by Arthur C. Clarke.
But technical barriers have always kept plans stuck at the conceptual stage. Japanese construction firm 
Obayashi, which is collaborating with the Shizuoka university project, is also exploring other ways to 
build its own space elevator to put tourists in space in 2050. The company has said it could use carbon 
nanotube technology, which is more than 20 times stronger than steel, to build a lift shaft about 96,000 
km above the earth.
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34 per cent of  Indians 
insufficiently active: 

Lancet Study.

World Hindu Congress 
2018 held in Chicago, 

United States.

Pakistan could become 
world’s 5th largest nuclear 

weapons state: Report.

 According to data released by the Central Statistics Office, Gross Domestic Product Growth 
rate in the first quarter of 2018-19 was at 8.2%. 

At least 34 per cent of 
India’s population is 
insufficiently active, 

according to a new Lancet 
study published online. The 
levels of insufficient activity 
were higher among women 
at 48 per cent, while the 
prevalence was 22 per cent 
among men.
In 2016, around one in three 
women (32%) and one in 
four men (23%) worldwide 
were not reaching the 
recommended levels of 
physical activity to stay 
healthy — which is at least 
150 minutes of moderate-
intensity, or 75 minutes of 
vigorous-intensity physical 
activity per week.The 
study was undertaken by 
researchers from World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 

and published in the Lancet 
Global Health journal. 
In 2016, India ranked 52nd 
(with 1 being the most 
inactive, and 168 being the 
most active) among 168 
countries, which means 
India is in the top third of 
inactive countries.
Researchers in their 
analysis included data from 
nearly 2 million participants 
(representing 96% of the 
global population), which 

shows that globally, in 
2016, more than a quarter 
of all adults was not getting 
enough physical activity. 
This puts more than 1.4 
billion adults at risk of 
developing or exacerbating 
diseases linked to inactivity.
The study, based on self-
reported activity levels, 
including activity at work and 
at home, for transport, and 
during leisure time, in adults 
aged 18 years and older 

from 358 population-based 
surveys in 168 countries.
The WHO Global Action 
Plan on Physical Activity 
(2018-30) provides a 
selection of policy options 
targeting different settings 
and population groups 
that can be adapted and 
tailored to local contexts in 
all countries. In wealthier 
countries, the transition 
towards more sedentary 
occupations, recreation and 
motorised transport could 
explain the higher levels of 
inactivity, while in lower-
income countries, more 
activity is 
undertaken 
at work 
and for 
transport.

The Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister Prakash Javadekar in the first 
week of September 2018 decided to end the Programme for International Student Assessment 
(PISA) boycott. Resultantly, the ministry will send a team of officers to Paris this year to 

negotiate India’s terms of participation in PISA 2021 with the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
Development (OECD).
India decided stayed away from PISA in 2012 and 2015. The decision to boycott PISA was undertaken 
by the UPA government, which blamed “out of context” questions for the poor show in 2009.
However, India had missed the application deadline for the 2018 cycle. PISA 2021 test likely to be administered 
in Chandigarh schools. Unlike 2009, when schools in Tamil Nadu and Himachal Pradesh had participated, the Union 
government will request OECD to administer the test across all schools in Chandigarh in 2021. There are roughly 100 

34 per cent of Indians insufficiently active: Lancet Study

PISA: India to participate in international students’ test after 9 year 
Boycott

06 September '18

07 September '18
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Pakistan currently has 140 to 150 nuclear warheads and the stockpile is 
expected to increase to 220 to 250 by 2025 if the current trend continues, 
according to a latest report by authors keeping a track of the country's 

nukes. The current estimate of 140 to 150 nuclear weapons exceeds the 
projection made by the US Defense Intelligence Agency in 1999 that Pakistan 
would have 60 to 80 warheads by 2020. Kristensen, the lead author, is the 
director of the Nuclear Information Project with the Federation of American 

Scientists (FAS) in Washington, DC.
Pakistan continues to expand its nuclear arsenal with more warheads, more delivery systems and a 
growing fissile materials production industry. According to the report, Pakistan is modifying its nuclear 
posture with new short-range nuclear-capable weapon systems to counter military threats below the 
strategic level.

The World Summit on 
Accreditation (WOSA-2018) 
was held New Delhi. It was 

inaugurated by Union Minister for 
Human Resource Development 
(HRD) Prakash Javadekar. WOSA-
2018 was organized by National 
Board of Accreditation (NBA) with 
main focus (theme) on “Challenges 
and Opportunities in Outcome Based 
Accreditation”.
WOSA 2018

The Summit facilitated exchange of 
information on various challenges 
being faced during transition between 
input-output based accreditation to 
outcome based accreditation. It saw 
participation of accreditation agencies 
from across world on common 
platform to share best practices.
WOSA 2018 also provided opportunity 
for academia and industry to explore 

avenues for future partnerships and 
to create an environment for open 
dialogue to facilitate mobility of 
students and professionals world-wide 
to gain international experience.
Sub-themes of WOSA 2018: Achieving 
excellence through learning outcomes, 
role of industry in technical education, 
ranking and rating of higher education 
institutions – Do they have Role in Quality 
Improvement, linking government 
funding with quality and use of ICT in 
accreditation in large jurisdictions.
Background

World Summit on Accreditation 
(WOSA) is biennial Summit organised 
by NBA, which provides platform to 
stakeholders to share their knowledge 
and information on accreditation. So 
far, NBA has organised three Summits 
in past in 2012 (theme: Achieving 
Excellence through Accreditation), 

2014 (International Recognition of 
Education Qualifications) and 2016 
(Quality Assurance through Outcome 
Based Accreditation).
National Board of Accreditation 
(NBA)

It is an autonomous organisation under 
Union Ministry of Human Resource 
Development. It is engaged in quality 
assurance of programs offered by 
professional and technical institutions 
in India through accreditation. It has 
been accorded Permanent Signatory 
Status of Washington Accord since June, 
2014. NBA has adopted internationally 
implemented outcome based assessment 
and accreditation for ensuring that 
graduates of NBA 
accredited programs 
are globally competent 
and relevant.

Pakistan could become world’s 5th largest nuclear weapons state: 
Report

WOSA-2018: 4th World Summit on Accreditation held in New Delhi

08 September '18

10 September '18

 The Indian Banks Association (IBA) has elected Punjab National Bank's managing director 
and chief executive, Sunil Mehta, as the new chairman for 2018-19. 

government; government-aided; and private senior secondary schools in the Union Territory. Apart from the schools 
in Chandigarh, the HRD Ministry also suggested that all Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) and Navodaya 
Vidyalayas (NVs), funded and run by the Centre, shall take the test. The HRD Ministry has already 
obtained the consent of the Office of the Chandigarh Administrator for the same.
PISA Test

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) was introduced in the year 2000 by the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation Development (OECD).
PISA is a competency-based test. It tests the learning levels of 15-year-old students in reading, mathematics and science. 
The test is carried out once in every three years. As on date, there are 80 countries participating in PISA, including China 
and Vietnam. In 2012, schools of Shanghai in China topped the reading, mathematics and science test, followed closely by 
Singapore. In 2015, Singapore, Japan and Estonia were ranked as top three countries, in that order.
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The World Hindu Congress 
(WHC-2018) was held Chicago, 
United States. It was organized 

to commemorate 125 years of Swami 
Vivekananda’s historic Chicago 
address on September 11, 1893. The 
theme of WHC-2018 was “Sumantrite 
Suvikrante” — think collectively, 
achieve valiantly”. It was second 
edition of World Hindu Congress 
and was attended by Vice President 
Venkaiah Naidu.
World Hindu Congress (WHC)

It is global platform for Hindus to 
connect, share ideas, inspire one 
another, and impact the common 
good. It offers Hindus opportunity to 
introspect towards improvement and 
tap into collective resources to seek 
tangible solutions to most pressing 
issues of our age. The inaugural WHC 
was held in November 2014 in New 
Delhi with theme ‘Sangachchhadhwam 
S a m v a d a d h w a m ’ 
which means ‘Step 
together, Express 
together’. Since then, 
it is held once every 
four years.

India climbed one spot to 130 among 189 countries in the latest human 
development index released by the United Nations Development 
Programme. Within South Asia, India's human development index (HDI) 

value is above the average of 0.638 for the region, with Bangladesh and 
Pakistan, countries with similar population size, being ranked 136 and 150 
respectively. 

In 2016, India's HDI value of 0.624 put it at 131 rank. 

The HDI is a summary measure for assessing long-term progress in three 
basic dimensions of human development: a long and healthy life, access to 
knowledge and a decent standard of living. 

India's HDI value for 2017 is 0.640, which put the country in the medium 
human development category, according to the Human Development 
Report (HDR) released by the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). 

Between 1990 and 2017, India's HDI value increased from 0.427 to 
0.640, an increase of nearly 50 per cent and an indicator of the country's 
remarkable achievement in lifting millions of people out of poverty, the 
report said. 

Norway, Switzerland, Australia, Ireland and Germany led 
the ranking, while Niger, the Central African Republic, 
South Sudan, Chad and Burundi have the lowest scores in 
the HDI's measurement of national achievements in health, 
education and income. 

World Hindu Congress 
2018 held in Chicago, 

United States

Human Development Index (HDI)
10 September '18 20 September '18
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sunil Arora
   9. Director General, ITBP RK Pachnanda
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajeev Mehrishi
  13. Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes Jus. Vangala Eswaraiah
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director Alok Kumar Verma
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
  20. Chairman, UGC D.P. Singh
  21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy Sekhar Basu
  23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
  24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
  26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
  27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
  31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
  33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N.K. Singh
  35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Devendra Kumar Sikri
  36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  37. President, ASSOCHAM Sandeep Jajodia
  38. Chairman, NASSCOM Rishad Premji
  39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
  40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
  41. Children Film Society of India, CEO Swati Pandey
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
  43. President, CII Rakesh Bharti Mittal
  44. President, FICCI Rashesh Shah
  45. Chairman, National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. Chairman, Investment Commission Ratan Tata
  49. Finance Secretary  Hasmukh Adhia
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Sunil Mehta
Data as on 20th September, 2018



71

Scan the above QR Code & Get News With Videos

NOVEMBER 2018  MICA
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International Kho Kho Championships.

While Kerala is slowly limping back to normalcy, with the 
unprecedented flood, a new controversy has erupted that 
the flood was a man-made disaster. Many experts claim that 
41.44% excess rainfall this time, which is linked to floods 
is not the reason for disaster rather the opening of shutters 
of 44 dams at the same time without offering any kinds of 
warning is the primary reason.

History of the highest Rainfall

The highest rainfall in Kerala around 1907, where it was 
175 per cent higher than the usual average rainfall. It was 
almost 900 mm in the month of August then and this year, 
till August 21, the rainfall has been 780 mm which is around 
140 percent in excess. The rainfall in Kerala in August is 
the second highest, but when it comes the overall rainfall 
for this monsoon season, then 1924 witnessed 64 per cent 
excess rainfall. In 1961, it rained 50 per cent more than 
normal season. Around 40 per cent excess rainfall was 
recorded in Kerala in 1923. This year's rainfall in Kerala 
from June to August 21 has already crossed 41 per cent 
more than normal. The season's average rainfall in Kerala is 
2093 mm and till August 21, the rainfall was over 2387 mm. 
These figures are likely to change with 40 days of monsoon 
still left. In 1924, Kerala received 3000 mm of rainfall 
which is considered as the highest in its history. Rainfall 
in Idukki district of Kerala has recorded the highest in its 
history, which is around 1419 mm. It was last in 1907 that 
Idukki district received 1380 mm rainfall.
Causes

Kerala received heavy monsoon rainfall which is about 
256% more than the usual rain fall in Kerala, on the mid 
evening of August 8 resulting in dams filling to capacity; 
in the first 24 hours of rainfall the state received 310 mm 
(12 in) of rain. Almost all dams had been opened since the 
water level has risen close to overflow level due to heavy 
rainfall, flooding local low-lying areas. For the first time in 
the state's history, 35 of its 54 dams had been opened. 

Most of the regions that were affected by this monsoon 
were classified as ecologically-sensitive zones (ESZs) 
by the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel, the Gadgil 
Committee. Most of the recommendations and directions by 
the committee was either neglected or rejected. Chairman of 
the committee Madhav Gadgil accused the state government 
and its irresponsible environmental policy for the recent 
landslides and floods. He called it a "man-made calamity". 

Though it is difficult to attribute a single event to climate 
change, its possible role in causing the heavy rainfall event 
over Kerala cannot be discarded. Recent research indicates 
that rising temperatures have led to huge fluctuations in the 
monsoon winds carrying the moisture from the Arabian 
Sea, resulting in heavy-to-extreme rains over the Western 
Ghats and central India, lasting for two to three days. 

Mismanagement of Dams

Kerala has around 53 large dams with a capacity of nearly 
7 trillion litres. As rain poured and the rivers overflowed, 
these dams should have served as a rampart wall. The two 
biggest dams, Idukki and Idamalayar dams have stored 
21.3% of the Periyar’s (Kerala’s longest river) annual 
flow. But for dams to truly tame floods, many experts point 
out that these dam reservoirs need to be relatively empty 
before the onset of rains. Since it was not done in Kerala, 
it caused huge damage. The Idukki dam was already near 
full capacity by July-end, when the downpours arrived in 
August, the near full-capacity Idukki was forced to release 
water into already flooded areas and other low lying areas. 
Mullaiperiyar dam also released water in the flooded region. 
Besides, water was stored for electricity and irrigation, 
rather than flood control measures. One must remember, 
this is not an isolated incident, several of India’s floods, 
such as Bihar floods in 2016 and Surat floods which dates 
back to 2006, were due to the poor dam management. Even 
recently Chennai floods in 2015, which claimed more than 

Kerala 
floods
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in Monaco.

300 lives, violation of dam safety norms have been a critical 
factor, a CAG report found.

What are the reasons for mud and landslides?

Most of the regions impacted by flood were once classified 
as ecologically-sensitive zones (ESZs) by a report prepared 
by the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP). The 
report was crafted by a team headed by Madhav Gadgil, 
ecologist and who is also the founder of the Centre for 
Ecological Sciences at the Indian Institute of Science 
(Bengaluru). The committee had suggested that 140,000 
kilometres of the Western Ghats should be classified 
into three zones as per the requirement of environmental 
protection in the areas. In some areas, the committee 
recommended strong restrictions on mining and quarrying, 
use of land for non-forest purposes, construction of high 
rises etc. Now many experts point out that quarrying is 
a major reason for the mudslides and landslides. Other 
environmentalists also listed out that the extensive 
quarrying, mushrooming of hotels, restaurants high rises as 
part of tourism and illegal forest land acquisition by private 
parties as major reasons for the recent calamity.

Relief and monetary aid by Governments, NGOs and 
NPOs

The Government of Kerala started a donation website for 
flood victims. As of 30th August 2018, Rs.1,206.7 crore 
(US$170 million) was collected from the public including 
organizations, corporate firms and famous personalities. 

The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi announced a 
sum of Rs.500 crore (US$70 million) as interim relief for 
Kerala on 18 August 2018. This is in addition to Rs.562.45 
crore (US$78 million) already made available in SDRF 
of the State and Rs.100 crore (US$14 million) announced 
on 12 August 2018 by the Home Minister. The central 
government also said in its press release that this Rs.600 
crore (US$84 million) is only the advance assistance and 
that additional funds will be released by the NDRF when an 
inter-ministerial team visits again and assesses the damage. 
The central government, in one of the largest rescue 
operations, deployed 40 helicopters, 31 aircraft, 500 boats, 
182 rescue teams and 18 medical teams of defence forces, 
58 teams of NDRF and 7 companies of Central Armed 
Police Forces. Together they saved over 60,000 human 
lives. 

European Union announced an assistance of Rs.1.53 crore 
(US$210,000) in aid funding to the Indian Red Cross 
Society for providing relief to flood-affected people in 
Kerala. 

The Governments of Qatar, Pakistan, Maldives and 
Thailand extended condolences and offered humanitarian 
assistance and monetary aid.  

Mata Amritanandamayi Math donated Rs.10 crore (US$1.4 
million) to the Kerala Chief Minister’s Distress Relief 
Fund, in addition to providing relief materials and helping 
in rescue operations. 

A fundraising campaign started on Facebook by charitable 
organization’s Knanaya Catholic Yuvajanavedhi of Chicago 
and Care and Share along with a person named Arun Simon 
Nellamattom and others raised and donated US$1.6 million 
to Kerala Chief Minister's Distress Relief Fund. 

IsraAid, an Israeli NGO sent relief workers to distribute 
supplies and assess needs for clean water, sanitation, and 
psychological care. 

Many Members of Parliament, Members of State Legislative 
Assemblies and Councils, civil servants and government 
employees across the country have also donated their one 
month's salary and/or allowances towards Kerala Chief 
Minister’s Distress Relief Fund. 

Chief Ministers of almost all the states and Union Territories 
have pledged monetary aid from their respective state funds 
in addition to dispatch of various relief materials such as 
potable water, blankets, packed food, rice, water-purifying 
machines, daily-use and healthcare products. 

Measures

Introduce better flood warning systems, Protect wetlands 
and introduce plant trees strategically, Increase spending on 
flood defences,Tackle climate change, Construct buildings 
above flood levels, Restore rivers to their natural courses, 
Introduce water storage areas, Improve soil conditions, Put 
up more flood barriers.

Conclusion

While the nature cannot always be blamed for the kinds of 
calamities, the fault lies on our part. Dam mismanagement, 
illegal quarrying, illegal forest land acquisition by private 
parties for construction of resorts and other structure are 
the primary reason for the unprecedented flood in Kerala. 
Such disaster must a lesson for every state in the country, 
since Kerala facing huge economic loss of Rs 22,000 crores 
besides, losing 400 lives, with more than 1.3 million people 
in relief camps and more than two lakhs houses has been 
damaged.
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In a historic judgment, the Supreme Court of India on 
September 6, 2018 decriminalised homosexuality in 
India. A five-judge constitution bench led by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra and comprising Justices AM Khanwilkar, 
DY Chandrachud, RF Nariman and Indu Malhotra gave 
four separate but concurring judgments on the matter. 
The bench had also partially struck down the colonial era 
provisions of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
and restored the landmark Delhi High Court judgement that 
had decriminalised homosexuality way back in 2009. The 
bench diluted the controversial section to exclude all kinds 
of adult consensual sexual behaviour. With the landmark 
judgement, we need to understand the entire scenario of the 
sensitive matter.
What is LGBTQ?
LGBTQ stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender. 
It was used to replace the term gay in reference to the LGBT 
community beginning in the mid to late 1980s. The activists 
believed that the term gay community did not perfectly 
represent all those to whom it referred. Later the initials 
were adopted into the public as a complete umbrella term 
for use when naming topics pertaining to sexuality and 
gender identity. The letter Q for those who identify as queer 
or are questioning their sexual identity.
What is Section 377?
The Chapter XVI, Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) 1860 was introduced during the British rule of India. 
The section criminalises sexual activities "against the order 
of nature." The act defines says whoever voluntarily has 
carnal intercourse against the order of nature with any man; 
woman or animal shall be punished with imprisonment for 
life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable 
to fine. The ambit of Section 377 extends to any sexual 
union involving penile insertion. Thus, even consensual 
heterosexual acts such as fellatio and anal penetration may 
be punishable under this law.
Why it was opposed?
LGBTQ activists claimed that Section 377 discriminated 
them solely on their sexual orientation. They term that it 
has violated the right of the LGBTQ community to “equal 
citizenship and equal protection of laws.” Besides, the 

choice of a partner was part of the fundamental right to 
privacy.
When the movement started?
In 1991, several LGBTQ members joined hands to initiate 
a movement to repeal Section 377. The movement was 
spearheaded by AIDS Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan which 
published a book titled, ‘Less than Gay: A Citizen's Report’, 
listed out the problems with section 377 and demanded for 
its repeal. As the case prolonged over several years, the 
next level of revive was done made by NGO which filed 
PIL in in the Delhi High Court in 2001. The case sought 
legalisation of homosexual intercourse between consenting 
adults. The Delhi High Court gave a historic judgement on 
July 2, 2009, legalizing consensual homosexual activities 
between adults. But once again there was roadblock, when 
Supreme Court struck down the judgement as a result 
Section 377 was reinstated with full force. The Supreme 
Court was further very specific that this was not the end 
of the debate and it asked parliament to take a decision 
on whether Section 377 should be repealed or not. In 
response, the Union Government filed a review petition on 
21 December 2013 stating that the judgement was violating 
rights under article 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution.
Conclusion
The Supreme Court unanimously ruled that Gay sex 
among consenting adults is not a criminal offence. The 
bench maintained that it is a part of a 158-year-old colonial 
law that criminalised it, violated the constitutional right 
to equality and dignity. It unanimously held that the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) 
community possess the same constitutional rights as other 
citizens of the country. It termed sexual orientation as 
a "biological phenomenon" and "natural" and held that 
any discrimination on this ground was violative of the 
fundamental rights. It ruled that it is declared that insofar 
as Section 377 criminalises consensual sexual acts of adults 
in private, is violative of Articles 14, 15, 19, and 21 of the 
Constitution. It is, however, clarified that such consent must 
be free consent, which is completely voluntary in nature, 
and devoid of any duress or coercion. The bench also 
said that homosexuality was not a mental disorder, but a 
completely natural condition.

Decriminalization of Homosexuality : Sec 377
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Though there wasn’t any Iran Vs USA war, the relationship 
between the US and Iran has remained a complex one. The 
strenuous relationship includes cutting diplomatic ties and 
economic sanctions, without involving an armed conflict 
even before or after World War II. The relationship started 
to turn sour, with the US intervention in Iran in the early 
1950’s by overthrowing Mohammad Mossadegh. Over a 
period of time, the peace bridge was built, but was broke 
after 1980’s. Currently US- Iran has no diplomatic ties.

US-Iran relations timeline:

•	 United States and Iran established diplomatic 
relations in 1883.

•	 US-Iran wasn’t very complex before World War 
II, but it soon turned chaotic when the US’s CIA 
helped stage a coup to overthrow Iranian Prime 
Minister Mohammad Mossadegh in 1953. CIA 
activities like bribing newspaper editors to spread 
fake news, hiring anti-social elements to fuel 
unrest in the Iran created a chaotic condition in the 
Iran.

•	 Later after several years the US offered Iran a 
nuclear reactor and weapons-grade nuclear fuel in 
1967

•	 During a revolution in Iran, the government backed 
by CIA was overthrown and the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran is overtaken and staff were held hostage 
for more than a year leading to diplomatic crisis 
between the two countries.

•	 US President Jimmy Carter ordered to cut off 
diplomatic ties with Iran and authorizes a rescue 
mission to get the American hostages out in 1980. 
But the mission failed and eight U.S. service 
members were killed during the operation.

•	 But Iran releases the hostages minutes after Ronald 
Reagan’s inauguration in 1981

•	 US President Reagan, in his second term, admits 
to a secret arms deal with Iran. It became a huge 

scandal known as “The Iran Contra affair." (1983)

•	 Once again, the diplomatic crisis erupted in 1988, 
When a US Navy ship was shot down an Iranian 
passenger plane, killing 290 people who were 
onboard.

•	 With complete diplomatic closure existed between 
the two countries over the next 15 years.

•	 US President George W. Bush names Iran as part 
of an “Axis of Evil” along with North Korea and 
Iraq in 2012. But, US President George W. Bush 
pushes for talks with Iran regarding nuclear deal.

•	 The deal never moves forwards as the new US 
President Barack Obama falls silent and stays 
away from the negotiation.

•	 Obama government enforces a new law that put 
the squeeze on Iran in financial sector. Lots of 
countries followed, US to cut back on buying 
Iranian oil. Iranian economy takes a big hit. The 
following year, Hassan Rouhani was elected 
president in Iran. US-Iran Nuclear Deal was 
signed.

•	 US President Donald Trump pulled the U.S. out of 
the deal in 2018 and gets ready to impose sanctions 
over its nuclear program and claims the country is 
supporting militant groups in the gulf.

US and Iran nuclear deal - Implications

What is the issue?

The United States has pulled out of the Iran nuclear deal.

It is imperative at this juncture to look at the possible global 
implications and for India in particular.

What is the deal about?

It is officially called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA).

It was signed between Iran and the P5, plus Germany and 
the EU in 2015.

 The first ever FIBA 3x3 World Tour Masters event in the country, Hyderabad Masters is 
scheduled to begin on September 22,

US-IRAN 
RELATIONS
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P5 is the 5 permanent members of the UNSC (US, China, 
France, Russia, and UK).

The deal aimed at curbing Iran's nuclear programme

Under the deal:

 i.  most of Iran’s enriched uranium was shipped out of 
the country

 ii.  A heavy water facility was rendered inoperable

 iii. Operational nuclear facilities were brought under 
international inspection

In return, the deal involved lifting of international sanctions 
on Iran.

What are US's present concerns?

Trump administration says the deal did not target Iran’s 
ballistic missile programme.

It does not focus on Iran's nuclear activities beyond 2025.

It also leaves Iran's role in conflicts in Yemen and Syria.

It is said that the 'one-sided deal' did not bring calm and 
peace to the region.

What are the strategic reasons behind?

Iran has been compliant with the provisions of the deal. The 
deal is largely a successful one.

So the actual concern for US is Iran’s re-accommodation in 
the global economic mainstream.

This is as well the concern for US's closest allies in West 
Asia, Israel and Saudi Arabia.

Iran’s rising economic profile would embolden it to increase 
its regional presence. This would pose a strategic threat to 
the interests of the U.S.-Saudi-Israel axis.

Impact of sanctions

The sanctions re-imposed are “extraterritorial” — they 
apply to not just American individuals and businesses, but 
to non-American businesses or individuals as well. Their 
aim is to penalise trade and investment activity related to 
Iran by everyone who is not specifically excluded from the 
sanctions.

Many big international companies have shuttered their 
Iranian businesses already, or are preparing to do so. The 
European guarantors of the JCPOA issued a joint statement 
Monday saying they regretted Trump’s decision to pull out 
of the deal, and Tehran declared that American efforts to 
isolate Iran had ended up isolating Washington DC, instead.

“We deeply regret the re-imposition of sanctions by the 
US… the JCPOA is working and delivering on its goal, 
namely to ensure that the Iranian (nuclear) program remains 
exclusively peaceful, as confirmed by the International 

Atomic Energy Agency,” the statement, signed by the 
EU’s High Representative for Foreign Affairs Federica 
Mogherini, and the French, German and British Foreign 
Ministers, Jean-Yves Le Drian, Heiko Maas, and Jeremy 
Hunt respectively.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said while 
“American bullying and political pressures may cause some 
disruption, the fact is that in the current world, America is 
isolated”.

The Europeans’ statements of outrage notwithstanding, 
many economists and strategic affairs experts question their 
ability and determination to stand by Tehran in a direct 
“with-us-or-against-us” confrontation with the US, more so 
if that means joining hands with China and Russia. Iran’s 
economy, which is heavily dependent on oil exports, has 
taken a hit since May as companies have called off deals 
and cancelled investments, and the rial has crashed to half 
of its April value. The US has told third countries they must 
halt imports of Iranian oil or face US sanctions. During a 
meeting in June, US Ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley 
asked Prime Minister Narendra Modi to lessen India’s 
dependence on Iranian oil. India’s official position so far 
has been that it can get oil from “anywhere” depending on 
“geopolitics” and the national interest.

What happens next?

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo declared that the US was 
“going to enforce the (reimposed) sanctions” until there is 
“enormous change on the part of the Iranian regime”. Iran, 
he said, was being led by “bad actors” who were engaged 
in “malign activity”, and demanded that “they’ve got to 
behave like a normal country”.

Wire services quoted unnamed European diplomats as 
saying such language was essentially code for a regime 
change demand by the US. They expressed apprehensions 
that should Iran’s government really collapse, the outcome 
could be catastrophic, and could include civil war or a total 
or partial takeover by radicals — similar to what happened 
in Syria or Iraq — and a massive new refugee crisis for 
Europe. Pompeo said the Iranian people were unhappy “not 
with the Americans but with their own leadership”.

Conclusion

The U.S. and Iran differ on many issues not just on foreign 
affairs, but internal functioning of the government. But 
the US has the upper hand by sticking with the complex 
relationship due to its federal structure and economic 
power. But US cannot change Iran, and Iran cannot defeat 
US in the Middle East. So, both the country’s should join 
the hands together which affect both, including the Islamic 
State.
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Brief history: The Asian Games was first held in 1951 in New Delhi, India. They were held from March 4 to March 11, 
1951.491 athletes from 11 Asian National Olympic Committees (NOCs) participated in 57 events from eight sports and 
disciplines. The National Stadium was the venue of all the events. Japan athletes won the most number of medals with 
60 to their tally, out of which 24 were gold. Host nation India had 15 golds and 51 overall medals. They won the most 
number of bronzes with 20.Since then, 17 Asian Games have been held with the 2018 tournament being the 18th. So far, 
nine nations have hosted the Asian Games and 46 nations have participated in the Games, including Israel, which was 
excluded from the Games after their last participation in 1974. India have 602 medals from 17 Games so far.The 2018 
Asian Games is the 18th edition of the continental Games. It is the first time that the sporting extravaganza is being co-
hosted by two cities. Jakarta and Palembang are the two Indonesian cities that are hosting the Games. This edition will 
be held from 18th August to 2nd September 2018 and will see around 10,000 athletes from 45 countries competing in 
58 disciplines. Indonesia is hosting the Asian Games for the second time after the Jakarta Asian Games in 1962.
Top 3 countries

Pos Country Total

1  China 132 92 65 289

2  Japan 75 56 74 205

3  Republic of Korea 49 58 70 177

8  India 15 24 30 69

India’s performance: India brought home a total of 69 medals – 15 gold, 24 silver and 30 bronze from the Asian 
Games 2018 in Indonesia. This is India’s biggest success in its Asian Game history. India equaled the 15 gold tally of 
the inaugural Game in 1951. India’s performance increased in track and field, which was never seen before. Such a 
performance ended the country’s 36 year old dream to win individual medals. With such a positive results in the second 
biggest sports competition with little disappointment in some event, the overall result was a big sweet surprise. Since 
many national records were broken, which proves the Indian sports have a promising future ahead. Athletics (7 gold, 10 
silver and 2 medals) India won most medals from athletics, which won around seven gold medals coming from track and 
field. This result was better than how India fared at the 2014 Incheon Asian Games where they picked only 13 medals. 
In Javelin throw and Heptathlon, Neeraj Chopra and Swapna Barman won gold medals. India continued to dominate in 
women’s team relay. Jinson Johnson won the first gold 1500m after 20 years. 
Manjit Singh won gold in the 800m which was after 32 years and Arpinder Singh’s triple jump gold came after 48 years. 
Archery (2 silver medals) India archery team ran into bad luck and missed the gold. The India Men’s team comprising of 
Rajat Chauhan, Aman Saini and Abhishek Verma, failed just to grab the yellow metal. Badminton (1 silver and 1 bronze 
medals) there was a lot of expectation, but there was stiff competition from Chinese side but PV Sindhu and Saina 
Nehwal bagging a medal each in the individual event. Boxing Amit Panghal bagging gold on the final day. Shooting (2 
gold, 4 silver and 3 bronze medals) shooting delivered an array of medals, Indian shooters bagged around 10 medals. 
Teenagers Saurabh Chaudhary (15) and Shardul Vihan (15) created a sensation, as they bagged silver in the shooting. 
Rahi Sarnobat won the second gold medal for India in the women’s 25m pistol event. Sanjeev Rajput won the silver in 
the 50m rifle 3 positions men. Heena Sidhu secured bronze in 10m air pistol event. 
Ravi Kumar and Apurvi Chandela won the bronze in 10m air rifle mixed team event, while Abhishek Verma won the 

18TH
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bronze in the 10m air pistol. India claimed silver in men’s 
trap with Lakshay and Deepak Kumar got a silver in the 
10m air rifle. Hockey (1 silver and 1 bronze medals) Indian 
men’s and the women’s team couldn’t get the yellow 
medal in the games. But the women’s team reached their 
first final, which is the first in 20 years (they lost to Japan). 
The men’s team settled for the bronze medal. Kabaddi (1 
silver and 1 bronze medals) India shockingly failed to win 
gold in Kabaddi, an indigenous sport they have dominated 
since it was introduced in the tournament in 1990. For the 
first time, the India men’s team missed the gold medal in 
Kabaddi at the Asian Games. 
Adding more to the disappointment, India women’s team 
also failed to win the gold losing to Iran. Rowing (1 gold, 
and 2 bronze medals) despite having some disadvantage, 
the rowers fought back on the final day to secure a gold 
and two bronze medals. Dushyant claimed the bronze 
medal in men’s lightweight single sculls, while Rohit 
Kumar and Bhagwan Singh won the bronze medal in 
men’s lightweight double sculls. Sawarn Singh, Dattu 
Bhokanal, Om Prakash and Sukhmeet Singh secured 
gold in the men’s quadruple sculls. Squash (1 silver and 
4 bronze medals) in the women's team event India won 
silver medal backed with the efforts of Joshna Chinappa, 
Dipika Pallikal, Sunanya Kuruvilla and Tanvi Khanna. 
Saurav Ghoshal came back to win a bronze in the men's 
singles department. 
Indian men's team event, Saurav Ghosal, Harinder Pal 
Singh Sandhu, Ramit Tandon and Mahesh Mangaonkar 
clinched bronze. Joshna and Dipika won bronze in the 
women's singles section. Table tennis (2 bronze medals) 
Putting a desperate fight, India secured two medals with 
the efforts of Sharath Kamal, G Sathiyan along with Manav 
Vikash, Anthony Arputharaj and Harmeet Desai wins the 
bronze medal in the men’s Team event. Kamal combined 
with Manika Batra to win the bronze in mixed doubles. 
Tennis (1 gold and 1 bronze medals) Rohan Bopanna 
and Sharan Divij won the gold for Men's Double, while 
Prajnesh Gunneswaran won bronze medal in the men’s 
singles event. 
Weightlifting (1 gold, 2 bronze medals) Indian 
weightlifters gave a disappointing performance as CWG 
gold medallist Sathish Kumar Sivalingam, finished 10th 
in the men’s 77kg weight class. Ajay Singh finished in the 
5th position in the same event with a total lift of 327 kg. 
Vikas Thakur also failed. Wrestling (2 gold, and 1 bronze 
medals) As usual, India maintained its performance in 
Wrestling where Bajrang Punia won gold in the 65 kg 
freestyle and Vinesh Phogat clinched gold in the women’s 
freestyle 50kg category. She outplayed Japan’s Yuki Irie to 
take a 6-2 win and become the first Indian female wrestler 
to win an Asiad gold. Divya Kakran also won the bronze 
medal in freestyle 68 kg wrestling in India. Bridge and 
Equestrain (1 gold, and 2 bronze medals) Pranab Bardhan 

and Shibhnath Sarkar took India’s gold medal count to 15 
in Bridge, while Fouaad Mirza ended India’s 36 years of 
wait to win an individual medal in the equestrian event 
since 1982. He won the silver medal in individual jumping 
with a score of 26.40, just four seconds behind Japan’s 
Oiwa Yoshiaki. The Indian team of Rakesh Kumar, Ashish 
Malik, and Jitender Singh, apart from Mirza, also claimed 
the silver medal. Martial Arts (Kurash, Wushu) (1 silver 
and 5 bronze medals) India surprised everyone by picking 
up six medals in Martial arts. 
Important facts.

The 2018 Asian Games mascots are Bhin Bhin Atung 
and Kaka Japan’s young swimmer Rikako Ikee was named 
the Indonesia Asian Games’ Most Valuable Player (MVP) 
after winning six gold and two silver medals. She received 
$50,000 in prize money. The 18-year-old Japanese won the 
50m and 100m freestyle, 50m and 100m butterfly as well 
as the 4x100m freestyle and medley relays, reports Xinhua 
news agency.Malaysian bridge player 81-year-old Lee 
Hung Fong will become the oldest debutant at the Asian 
Game ever. The youngest athlete at the 18th Asian Games 
in Jakarta and Palembang is 11-year-old skateboarder Ian 
Nurmen Amri the 18th Asian Games have an association 
with 77 brands in six different categories$3.2 billion is 
estimated to be the total cost of the Jakarta and Palembang 
Asian Games the Asian Games village in Jakarta is spread 
over 10 hectares. Ten towers, with 7,424 apartments, can 
accommodate over 22,272 athletes – almost 60% more 
than the Olympic standards. 
Indonesia got the right to host the games by default as 
original hosts Hanoi, Vietnam, withdrew the application 
to host the games. Surabaya was Indonesia’s first choice 
to host the Games. However, the decision was changed as 
Surabaya was selected for the 2021 Asian Youth Games. 
Jakarta and Palembang, though, are named the host cities 
for the 2018 Asian Games, some disciplines will also 
be played at several West Jawa cities like the capital 
Bandung, Bogor, Bekasi, Cikarang, Subang and Depok. 
This will be the first occasion ever that the Asian Games 
will take place in more than one city. The next Asian games 
are scheduled to Hangzhou, China between 10 and 25 
September 2022.Some sports such as pencak silat, wushu, 
jujutsu, paragliding and jet-ski as well as e-sports will be 
presented in the 2018 Asian Games for the first time.
Conclusion: Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) 
Coordination Committee chairman Tsunekazu Takeda has 
claimed they are "very satisfied" with preparations in 2018 
Asian Games host cities Jakarta and Palembang following 
the conclusion of their eighth inspection visit.Takeda, the 
President of the Japanese Olympic Committee and an 
International Olympic Committee member, said organisers 
were in "operational and implementation mode" and the 
planning phase was over.
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Q.1 Name the app launched by Minister for Commerce 
& Industry and Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu that 
will simplify the work of field functionaries and 
enhance work efficiency in the coffee plantation 
field?

 (1) Coffee Brewers (2) Coffee Connect
 (3) Field Link  (4) Coffee Fetch
 (5) None of these
Q.2 Indian Ocean Wave Exercise 2018 (IOWave18) 

began in the Indian Ocean, on September 4, 2018. 
It is organized by which organization?

 (1) Indian Navy 
 (2) Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
 (3) International Oceans Organisation (IOO)
 (4) Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 

(IOC)
 (5) None of these
Q.3 Which bank opened a portal to claim education 

loan interest subsidy for the financial year 2017-
18?

 (1) Punjab National Bank (2) Dena Bank
 (3) Federal bank   (4) Canara Bank
 (5) None of these
Q.4 India has signed an anti-money laundering 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) with which 
country to boost investment between the two 
countries?

 (1) Taiwan (2) Japan (3) Cyprus
 (4) Mexico (5) Brazil
Q.5 The Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) has given 

recognition to which India's indigenous sport?
 (1) Kabaddi (2) Kho-Kho (3) Kite Fight
 (4) Polo (5) Gilli Danda
Q.6 Indian Wrestler Divya Kakran has won which 

medal in the 68kg women wrestling?
 (1) Silver medal  (2) Gold medal
 (3) Platinum medal (4) Bronze medal
 (5) None of these
Q.7 Rahi Sarnobat became the first Indian woman 

shooter to win an Asian Games gold medal. In 
which event did she won her gold medal?

 (1) 25m pistol event (2) 50m pistol event
 (3) 75m pistol event (4) 100m pistol event
 (5) None of these
Q.8 Which Assamese film dealing has won the best 

screenplay award at Treasure Coast International 
Film Festival in Florida?

 (1) Obosheshot  (2) Xhoixobote Dhemalite
 (3) Piyali Phukan (4) Ronga Police
 (5) None of these

Q.9 Global financial services firm DBS has raised the 
real GDP forecast for the current financial year to 
how many percent?

 (1) 7.1 percent (2) 7.2 percent (3) 7.3 percent
 (4) 7.4 percent (5) 7.5 percent
Q.10 Which state Government has decided to re-name 

its capital as “Atal Nagar” in memory of late Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee?

 (1) Bihar (2) Chhattisgarh (3) Jharkhand
 (4) West Bengal (5) Assam
Q.11 All-rounder Grant Elliott has announced his 

retirement from all forms of cricket. He is from 
which country?

 (1) South Africa  (2) Zimbabwe 
 (3) New Zealand  (4) West Indies
 (5) Kenya
Q.12 Recently, Kuldip Nayar passed away. He was a/

an_.
 (1) Actor (2) Journalist (3) Politician
 (4) Writer (5) Businessman
Q.13 Who has clinched the silver medal in the men’s 

double trap shooting event at the 18th Asian 
Games?

 (1) Bajrang Punia (2) Vinesh Phogat
 (3) Shardul Vihan (4) Saurabh Chaudhary
 (5) Rahi Sarnobat
Q.14 Industry chamber Assocham has appointed former 

bureaucrat Uday Kumar Varma as its new Secretary 
General. Whom will he succeed?

 (1) Sanjay Barua  (2) DS Rawat 
 (3) Manik Chandra (4) Ashish Singh
 (5) Pawan Ambedkar
Q.15 According to Forbes magazine, who has emerged 

as the seventh highest-paid actor in the world?
 (1) Amitabh Bachchan (2) John Abraham
 (3) Sunny Deol  (4) Akshay Kumar
 (5) None of these
Q.16 According to Moody's Investors Service, the 

Indian economy is expected to grow by around 
what percent in 2018 and 2019?

 (1) 7.1 percent (2) 7.2 percent (3) 7.3 percent
 (4) 7.4 percent (5) 7.5 percent
Q.17 According to a report by which bank, the country's 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate is 
expected to be 7.7 per cent in the April-June 
quarter?

 (1) Indian Bank  (2) Punjab National Bank
 (3) State Bank of India (4) Reserve Bank of India
 (5) Union Bank of India

 Dr Arif ur Rehman Alvi was elected the 13th President of Pakistan after a vote in the 
Parliament and provincial assemblies.
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Q.18 Who defeated Juan Martin Del Potro to win his 
third US Open title?

 (1) Rafael Nadal  (2) Roger Federer
 (3) Novak Djokovic (4) Juan Martin Del Potro
 (5) Alexander Zverev
Q.19 Amitabh Chaudhry has been appointed as MD & 

CEO of which bank?
 (1) ICICI Bank  (2) Axis Bank
 (3) Indian Bank  (4) Federal Bank
 (5) HDFC Bank
Q.20 Who has won the Women's singles title of US Open 

2018?
 (1) S Halep (2) C Wozniacki (3) A Kerber
 (4) C Garcia (5) N Osaka
Q.21 Which Bollywood Actress has been honored 

with the Meryl Streep Award for Excellence at 
the Women in Film and Television (WIFT) India 
Awards?

 (1) Sushmita Sen (2) Aishwarya Rai Bachchan
 (3) Lara Dutta (4) Diana Hayden
 (5) Shilpa Shetty
Q.22 Who have created history by becoming the first 

Indian to win a medal in the IAAF Continental 
Cup?

 (1) Arshdeep Singh (2) Sapna Kumari 
 (3) Arpinder Singh (4) Beant Singh
 (5) Sahil Silwal
Q.23 Noted Odia poet Satrughna Pandav will be honored 

with the prestigious __ for his poetry collection 
'Misra Dhrupad'.

 (1) Sarala Puraskar (2) Nobel Prize 
 (3) Bookers Prize (4) Sahitya Samman
 (5) National Book Award
Q.24 Kumarasamy, popularly known as Kovai Senthil, 

died recently. He was __.
 (1) Actor (2) Photographer (3) Politician
 (4) Author (5) Director
Q.25 The Reserve Bank has imposed a total penalty of 

Rs 1 crore each on which three state-run banks for 
delay in detection and reporting of fraud?

 (1) Corporation Bank, Bank of India and Bank of 
Maharashtra

 (2) Union Bank of India, Punjab National Bank 
and Federal Bank

 (3) Union Bank of India, Bank of India and Bank 
of Maharashtra

 (4) United Bank of India, State Bank of India and 
Bank of Baroda

 (5) None of these

Q.26 Armies of which two nations, annually conducts a 
combat exercise named "Yudh Abhyas"?

 (1) India and China (2) India and Israel
 (3) India and Thailand (4) India and the US
 (5) None of these
Q.27 Which two countries have signed an agreement 

under which cities will be provided support to 
reduce their Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions in 
urban transport?

 (1) India and Russia (2) India and France
 (3) India and Vietnam (4) India and the US
 (5) None of these
Q.28 Which bank has developed a "SIMsePay" solution 

that will help feature phone users make payments 
even in the absence of an internet network?

 (1) Axis bank (2) Karnataka Bank
 (3) HDFC Bank (4) Yes Bank
 (5) ICICI Bank
Q.29 Where was G20 Education Ministers’ Meeting as 

well as Joint Ministerial Meeting held?
 (1) Mendoza (2) Pisa (3) Jerusalem
 (4) Tel Aviv (5)  New Delhi
Q.30 What is the monetary limit for filing loan recovery 

application in the Debt Recovery Tribunals (DRT) 
by banks and financial institutions?

 (1) 05 lakh (2) 10 lakh (3) 15 lakh
 (4) 20 lakh (5) 25 lakh
Q.31 When is International Literacy Day observed every 

year?
 (1) 1th September (2) 9th September
 (3) 8th September (4) 5th September
 (5) 3th September
Q.32 The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD) has sanctioned 
Rs 334.75 crore in August, under the Rural 
Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF), to which 
state and for how many minor irrigation and flood 
protection projects?

 (1) Gujarat, 100 & 20 
 (2) Kerala, 79 & 141
 (3) West Bengal, 158 & 23 
 (4) Uttar Pradesh, 185 & 39
 (5) Manipur, 17 & 54
Q.33 According to a report which two factors will 

drive a 78 per cent increase in meat and seafood 
consumption across Asia by 2050?

 (1) Literacy and Population Growth
 (2) Population growth and Rising Incomes

 The first two plus two dialogue between India and the USA will take place in New Delhi.
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 (3) Modernization and Materialism
 (4) Rising Incomes and Modernization
 (5) Materialism and Rising Incomes
Q.34 Dr Arif ur Rehman Alvi was elected the __ 

President of Pakistan after a vote in the Parliament 
and provincial assemblies.

 (1) 11th (2) 12th (3) 13th
 (4) 14th (5) 15th
Q.35 Which country have appointed Juan Carlos Osorio 

as its new coach for the national football team?
 (1) Paraguay (2) Mexico (3) Colombia
 (4) France (5) Italy
Q.36 Who has become the first female athlete to be 

named as the Most Valuable Player (MVP) at an 
Asian Games?

 (1) Kosuke Kitajima (2) Park Tae-hwan
 (3) Lin Dan  (4) Rikako Ikee
 (5) Kosuke Hagino 
Q.37 The Reserve Bank of India asked all scheduled 

commercial banks with more than 10 branches to 
appoint an internal ombudsman, which includes:

 (1) Regional Rural Bank
 (2) Primary Agricultural Credit Societies
 (3) State Cooperative Banks
 (4) Public Sector Banks
 (5) All of these
Q.38 National Small Industries Corporation Ltd (NSIC) 

will sign a memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
with Russia in order to provide necessary support 
to which of the following?

 (1) Medium Enterprises
 (2) Small Enterprises 
 (3) Micro Enterprises 
 (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.39 Scientists have discovered a giant deep-sea coral 

reef system off the coast of the US state of South 
Carolina. Researchers estimate the reef is at least 
85 miles long. Name the submersible used to dive 
for the research?

 (1) Sputnik (2) Alvin (3) Columbus
 (4) Laika (5) Discovery
Q.40 Which of the following statement is true?
 (1) External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 

inaugurated a ‘India Foot’ camp in Hanoi, 
Vietnam on 27th August, 2018.

 (2) Ms. Swaraj is in Vietnam on the first leg of 
a four-day two-nation tour, which aims at 
deepening India’s strategic cooperation with 
Vietnam and Cambodia.

 (3) The India-based Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang 
Sahayata Samiti has started an artificial limb 
fitment camp.

 (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.41 Which of the following statement is true?
 (1) Ladakh has commissioned a ‘BlackHOLE’ 

pump designed by Tesla to tackle its waste 
problem.

 (2)  The plant converts all the waste collected, 
except glass, to ash.

 (3)  It also does not use any fuel or electricity to 
carry out its task.

 (4)  The garbage that accumulates in pockets of 
Ladakh comes close to 15 to 16 tonnes a day 
during the peak tourist seasons from June to 
August.

 (5)  All of these
Q.42 Which of the following statement is true?
 (1) Responding to a plea, the Supreme Court issued 

a notice to the government and messaging 
service provider Facebook.

 (2)  The plea sought direction to restrain Facebook 
from proceeding with its payments systems 
unless it fully complies with RBI’s provisions.

 (3) Facebook does not comply with the provision 
of mandating a Grievance Officer and KYC 
norms laid down by the Reserve Bank of India.

 (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.43 Which of the following statement is true?
 (1)  Anil D Ambani has resigned as the Director 

of Reliance Naval and Engineering Ltd 
(RNAVAL).

 (2)  Ambani resigned in compliance with provisions 
of Section 165 of the Companies Act, 2013, 
prescribing the limit on directorships to only 9 
public companies.

 (3)  Reliance Naval and Engineering Limited 
operates the country’s largest integrated 
shipbuilding facility.

 (4)  All of these
 (5)  None of these
Q.44 Which of the following statement is not true about 

Swadesh Darshan Scheme?
 (1) The Ministry of Tourism has sanctioned two 

new projects under Heritage and North East 
Circuits of Swadesh Darshan Scheme (SDS) in 
Manipur and Mizoram.

 Conference on E-Mobility in Indian Railways has been started in New Delhi.
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 (2)  ‘Swadesh Darshan‘is the scheme of the 
Ministry of Tourism for the development of 
thematic circuits in the country.

 (3)  The first project under Swadesh Darshan 
Scheme ‘North East Circuit: Imphal and 
Khongjom’ was inaugurated in Manipur.

 (4)  All of these
 (5)  None of these
Q.45 Which of the following statement is not true about 

Indus Waters Treaty?
 (1)  India and Pakistan will resume their talks on 

various aspects of the Indus Waters Treaty in 
Lahore.

 (2)  The 1960 Indus Waters Treaty was brokered 
by the World Bank and signed by then Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistan’s 
President Ayub Khan.

 (3)  The agreement administers how the water of 
the Indus River and its tributaries that flow in 
India will be utilized by both the countries.

 (4)  All of these
 (5)  None of these
Q.46 Which of the following statement is true about 

badminton at the Asian Games 2018?
 (1)  PV Sindhu won gold medal in badminton at the 

Asian Games 2018.
 (2)  PV Sindhu defeated Taiwan’s Tai Tzu Ying.
 (3)  It was for the first time that an Indian had ever 

reached the finals of a badminton singles event 
at the Asian Games.

 (4)  It is the first time that India has won two 
individual medals at the Asian Games with 
Saina Nehwal clinching a gold earlier.

 (5)  None of these
Q.47 Which of the following statement is true about 

Ayushman Bharat?
 (1)  Union Health Minister JP Nadda launched 

the logo for flagship health insurance scheme, 
‘Ayushman Bharat’ in New Delhi.

 (2)  Under ‘Ayushman Bharat’ more than 50 crore 
poor & vulnerable families will get the benefit 
with an insurance cover of Rs. 5 lakh per family 
per year.

 (3)  The health insurance scheme will be launched 
on November 25.

 (4)  It is the first time that India has won two 
individual medals at the Asian Games with 
Saina Nehwal clinching a gold earlier.

 (5)  None of these

Q.48 Which of the following statement is true about 
badminton at the Asian Games 2018?

 (1)  A MoU was signed between the National 
Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and 
National Health Agency, to provide capacity 
building for Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana.

 (2)  As per the MoU, NSDC will ensure quality 
training of Arogyamitra through its network of 
Skill Development Centres.

 (3)  All the currently Pradhan Arogyamitras will be 
certified by health care sector skill council.

 (4)  It is the first time that India has won two 
individual medals at the Asian Games with 
Saina Nehwal clinching a gold earlier.

 (5)  All of these
Q.49 Global investment bank Goldman Sachs has 

appointed __ as the managing director and chief 
India economist.

 (1) Raghav Sharma (2) Sanjay Singh
 (3) Prachi Mishra (4) Prashant Pandey
 (5) None of these
Q.50 Who took oath as President of Zimbabwe?
 (1) Constantino Chiwenga 
 (2) Kembo Mohadi
 (3) Robert Mugabe
 (4) Emmerson Mnangagwa
 (5) None of these
Q.51 Which bank has launched an overdraft (OD) facility 

for micro and small enterprise (MSE) customers?
 (1) Ujjivan Small Finance Bank
 (2) Jana Small Finance Bank
 (3) Equitas Small Finance Bank
 (4) AU Small Finance Bank
 (5) Capital Small Finance Bank
Q.52 Exercise Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(SCO) Peace Mission 2018 has been started at _.
 (1) Chebarkul, Russia 
 (2) Moscow, Russia
 (3) Saint Petersburg, Russia
 (4) Novosibirsk, Russia
 (5) Yekaterinburg, Russia
Q.53 Which Indian tennis player has won a bronze 

medal in the tennis men's singles at the 18th Asian 
Games?

 (1) Ramkumar Ramanathan
 (2) Rohan Bopanna
 (3) Sumit Nagal

 Odisha Finance Minister Sashi Bhusan Behera presented in the state assembly a supplementary 
budget of Rs 12,790 crore for 2018-19.
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 (4) Yuki Bhambri
 (5) Prajnesh Gunneswaran
Q.54 Where has President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated 

the sixth edition of International Buddhist Conclave 
2018?

 (1) Guwahati (2) Kolkata (3) Mumbai
 (4) Jaipur (5) New Delhi
Q.55 Where will the Fourth Bimstec Summit be held?
 (1) Pokhara, Nepal (2) Kathmandu, Nepal
 (3) Janakpur, Nepal (4) Biratnagar, Nepal
 (5) Lalitpur, Nepal
Q.56 Where is the 9th edition of Mountain Echoes 

Literature Festival being held?
 (1) Phuntsholing, Bhutan (2) Punakha, Bhutan
 (3) Thimphu, Bhutan     (4) Dagapela, Bhutan
 (5) Trongsa, Bhutan
Q.57 Where was 8th meeting of India-Kenya Joint Trade 

Committee held?
 (1) Narok  (2) Nairobi
 (3) Lokichoggio  (4) Emali
 (5) Dadaab
Q.58 US Senator John McCain died. He was Senator 

from __.
 (1) Indiana (2) Utah (3) Arizona
 (4) Kentucky (5) Texas
Q.59 K K Haridas has passed away recently. He was a 

Noted Malayalam ___.
 (1) Politician  (2) Writer
 (3) Film director  (4) Folk Dancer
 (5) Classical Singer
Q.60 ___________ Committee is related to Central 

Board of Film Certification (CBFC)?
 (1) Amarendra Khatua (2) Shyam Benegal
 (3) Ajay Narayan Jha (4) Ashok Lavasa
 (5) None of These
Q.61 ______ Committee is related to cashless 

transactions?
 (1) Neeraj Kumar Gupta  
 (2) Rajiv Mehrishi
 (3) Bhanu Pratap Sharma
 (4) Nandita Chatterjee
 (5) None of These
Q.62 Monuments of Eiffel Tower is situated in which 

country?
 (1) France (2) U.S.A (3) Italy
 (4) Japan (5) None of These

Q.63 Which term is not associated with chess?
 (1) Grand Master (2) Checkmate 
 (3) Stalemate  (4) Nib lick
 (5) None of These
Q.64 Who is the Defense Secretary of USA?
 (1) Robert Gates  (2) Dennis Blair
 (3) Harold Brown (4) James N. Mattis
 (5) None of these
Q.65 In which state is Gommateshwara Temple located?
 (1)  Kerala (2)  Karnataka (3)  Tamilnadu
 (4)  Telangana (5)  Mizoram
Q.66 PAN card will be issued under Section __________ 

of the Income Tax Act.
 (1) 160B (2) 139A (3) 86A
 (4) 23A (5) None of these
Q.67  What is the Maximum Deposit amount limit under 

Sukanya Samriddhi Account Yojana?
 (1)  1,50,000 (2)  1,75,000 (3)  2,00,000
 (4)  1,25,000 (5)  1,00,000
Q.68 According to RBI what percent of demonetized 

currency has returned?
 (1) 92.90% (2) 97.40% (3) 94.80%
 (4) 96.70% (5) 99.30%
Q.69 Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation 

of India’s first Mobile Open Exchange Zone 
(MOX) at World Trade Centre in which city?

 (1) Noida (2) Mumbai (3) Pune
 (4) Kolkata (5) None of these
Q.70 Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 

Radha Mohan Singh launched the Meghalaya Milk 
Mission worth _____ in Shillong through National 
Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC)?

 (1) Rs. 215 crore  (2) Rs. 400 crore
 (3) Rs. 500 crore  (4) Rs. 340 crore
 (5) None of these
Q.71 Government set up a High Level Empowered 

Committee headed by _____ to address the issues 
of Stressed Thermal Power Projects?

 (1) Pradeep Kumar Sinha
 (2) Kuldeep Singh
 (3) Inder Jit Singh
 (4) Anil Kumar Jha
 (5) None of these
Q.72 The Central Road and Infrastructure Fund (CRIF) 

has been taken away from the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways and brought under which 
ministry?

 Population growth and rising incomes across Asia will drive a 78 per cent increase in meat and 
seafood consumption by 2050, a new report
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 (1) Ministry of Finance
 (2) Ministry of Commerce and Industry
 (3) Ministry of Agriculture
 (4) Ministry of Science and Technology
 (5) None of these
Q.73 Where was the Unified Commanders’ Conference 

(UCC) 2018 held?
 (1) Dehradun (2) Chennai (3) New Delhi
 (4) Mumbai (5) None of these
Q.74 According to the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF), India's economic growth will increase to 
__in the fiscal year 2019-2020.

 (1) 6.0 per cent (2) 6.5 per cent (3) 7.0 per cent
 (4) 7.5 per cent (5) 8.0 per cent
Q.75 Which Biosphere Reserve has been added to 

UNESCO's list of World Network of Biosphere 
Reserve (WNBR)?

 (1) The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve
 (2) The Loktak Biosphere Reserve
 (3) The Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve
 (4) The Maunsiram Biosphere Reserve
 (5) The Nagaland Biosphere Reserve
Q.76 Who is nominated by UN Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres to be the global body's next 
human rights chief?

 (1) Michelle Bachelet (2) Sushma Swaraz
 (3) Hillary Clinton (4) Steffi Graf
 (5) Oprah Winfrey
Q.77 Union Minister of Commerce & Industry and 

Aviation Suresh Prabhu has recently launched 
which mobile App?

 (1) Niryat Mitra  (2) Aayat Mitra 
 (3) Import Mitra  (4) Export Mitra
 (5) EXIM Mitra
Q.78 Digital payments major Paytm has acquired which 

Bengaluru-based savings management startup?
 (1) Your Money  (2) Balance Technology
 (3) Money Mantra (4) Save It ltd.
 (5) Money Matters Ltd.
Q.79 Golfer Jarrod Lyle has died at the age of 36. He was 

from which country?
 (1) New Zealand  (2) Austria  (3) Australia
 (4) Germany  (5) Britain
Q.80 Which country has recently recognised Palestine as 

a sovereign state?
 (1) Colombia (2) Britain (3) USA
 (4) India (5) Israel

Q.81 US President Donald Trump has nominated which 
Indian-American to an agency on privacy and civil 
liberties? 

 (1) Raj Shah  (2) Nikki Haley 
 (3) Ajit Pai  (4) Aditya Bamzai 
 (5) Neomi Rao
Q.82 Former Tamil Nadu chief minister M Karunanidhi 

has passed away. He was from which political 
party?

 (1) MGR Kazhagam
 (2) Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
 (3) All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
 (4) Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
 (5) All India Latchiya Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
Q.83 A Joint Military Exercise between Indian Army 

and Thailand Army commenced at Chachoengsao 
Province in Thailand. What is the name of the 
exercise?

 (1) Sampriti 2018   (2) Garuda Shakti 2018  
 (3) Ekuverin 2018   (4) Cobra Gold 2018  
 (5) Maitree 2018  
Q.84 Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has 

integrated its Mobile App DND 2.0 & MyCall with 
which Platform with the objective of reaching out 
to consumers and safeguarding their interests?

 (1) SANCHAR (2) UMANG (3) TARANG
 (4) TRAICALL (5) MOBISPEAK
Q.85 Which Non-banking financial company has 

appointed Ondrej Kubik as its new chief executive 
officer?

 (1) Credit India Home Finance
 (2) Home Credit India Finance
 (3) India Home Credit Finance
 (4) Home India Credit Finance
 (5) None of these
Q.86 Public sector non-life insurance firm United India 

Insurance Company announced the appointment of 
which person as its Director and General Manager?

 (1) Alice Vaidyan (2) Shri V.K.Sharma
 (3) S Gopakumar (4) Rajesh Agrawal
 (5) G. Srinivasan
Q.87 Which Kannada writer & poet has passed away 

recently?
 (1) Sumatheendra R. Nadig
 (2) K. S. Nissar Ahmed
 (3) Amoghavarsha
 (4) U. R. Ananthamurthy
 (5) Kappe Arabhatta

 Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das invited Chinese companies to participate in the 
Global Agriculture and Food Summit due in November 2018.
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Q.88 Who have been appointed as part-time non-official 
directors on the central board of Reserve Bank of 
India for four years?

 (1) Natarajan Chandrasekaran and
 (2) Sudhir Mankad and Dr. Ashok Gulati
 (3) Manish Sabharwal and Subhash Chandra Garg
 (4) S. Gurumurthy and Satish Kashinath Marathe
 (5) Dr. Nachiket M. Mor and Rajiv Kumar
Q.89 Who have become the first Indian-American 

to be elected to the board of the White House 
Correspondents Association (WHCA)?

 (1) Anita Kumar  (2) Meenakshi Lal
 (3) Garima Chopra (4) Priya Singh
 (5) Sangeeta Adhia
Q.90 Which two companies have announced a strategic 

partnership through which the Indian firm will 
get the right to use sub-marine cable networks -- 
MENA and TE North?

 (1) Vodafone and MTN Group
 (2) Bharti Airtel and Telecom Egypt
 (3) Reliance Jio and China Telecom
 (4) VSNL and Telenor
 (5) BSNL and VimpelCom
Q.91 Netherlands defeated which country to win the 

eighth Women’s Hockey World Cup title?
 (1) Britain (2) Ireland (3) Denmark
 (4) Iceland (5) China
Q.92 Where 51st ASEAN was Foreign Ministers meeting 

was held?
 (1) Singapore (2) Tokyo (3) Hongkong
 (4) Pattaya (5) Rangoon
Q.93 The Constitution Amendment Bill related to 

granting constitutional status to the ___ was 
approved by the parliament recently.

 (1) National Schedule Caste Commission
 (2) National Schedule Tribe Commission
 (3) National Backward Classes Commission
 (4) National Forward Classes Commission
 (5) None of these
Q.94 After the swearing-in of which Justice as Judge, the 

Supreme Court will for the first time in its history 
have three sitting women judges?

 (1) Indira Banerjee (2) Sunanda Saini 
 (3) Mahek Sethi  (4) Pragya Thakur
 (5) Maitri Sinha
Q.95 Who has launched Bidder Information Management 

System (BIMS) and Bhoomi Rashi and PFMS 
linkage?

 (1) Narendra Modi (2) Venkaiah Naidu 
 (3) Ram Nath Kovind (4) Nitin Gadkari
 (5) Sushma Swaraj
Q.96 Which of the following is not the subsidiary of 

IDBI Bank?
 (1) IDBI Intech Ltd.,
 (2) IDBI Capital Markets and Securities Ltd.
 (3) IDBI Asset Management Ltd
 (4) IDBI MF Trustee Company Ltd.
 (5) All are its subsidiary
Q.97 Lewis Hamilton has won the Italian Grand Prix 

title. He is from which country?
 (1) UK (2) Croatia (3) Serbia
 (4) Libya (5) Macedonia
Q.98 Sebastian Vettel has won the Belgian Grand Prix 

title. He is from which country?
 (1) France (2) Switzerland (3) Iceland
 (4) Germany (5) Italy
Q.99 According to data from UN World Tourism 

Organisation (UNWTO), In India, international 
Tourists arrivals was _______ Million in 2017.

 (1) 11.54 Million  (2) 12.54 Million
 (3) 13.54 Million (4) 15.54 Million
 (5) 14.54 Million
Q.100 Arthur Pereira has passed away recently. He was 

the_______.
 (1) Footballer  (2) Cricketer 
 (3) Weightlifter  (4) Wrestler
 (5) Athlete
Q.101  Consider the following statements.
 (A) India and Malta signed two MoUs.
 (B) They are in the fields of Maritime Cooperation, 

Tourism and Training.
 (C) Malta’s Capital is Valletta and Currency is 

Euro.
 Which among the following statement/statements 

is/are not true?
 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.102  Consider the following statements.
 (A) Germany has launched the world’s first 

hydrogen-powered train.
 (B) The name of the train is  ‘Coradia iLint train’.
 (C) The trains have been built by French TGV-

maker Alstom.
 Which among the following statement/statements 

is/are true?

 Paul Koech, a former world half marathon champion and long-time teammate of Kenyan great 
Paul Tergat, has died. He was 49.
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 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.103  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  Present secretary S Jaishankar has joined the 

board of the US-India Strategic Partnership 
Forum (USISPF).

 (B)  Jaishankar is currently president of Global 
Corporate Affairs for the Tata Group.

 (C)  USISPF is a forum founded with the objective 
of promoting a strategic relationship between 
the US and Russia.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.104  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  Airports Authority of India (AAI) will prepare 

a detailed project report (DPR) for development 
of Palaly airport in Sri Lanka.

 (B)  This would be the first project for AAI in Sri 
Lanka.

 (C)  The AAI manages more than 120 airports in 
different parts of India.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.105  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development has approved Rs 65,634.93 crore 
loan so far to 100 prioritized irrigation projects.

 (B)  The projects are under the government’s 
flagship scheme Pradhan Mantri Krishi Bima 
Yojana (PMKBY).

 (C)  The NABARD is funding the central and state 
share of 99 prioritized irrigation projects under 
the PMKSY through long-term irrigation fund 
(LTIF).

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.106  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  The Gujarat High Court has struck down a 

provision of the GST Act.

 (B)  The Act prohibited ‘first stage dealers from 
transitioning excise duty credit on goods 
procured more than a year before the rollout of 
the new indirect tax regime on July 1, 2018.

 (C)  Under GST, businesses are allowed to claim 
credit of taxes paid on goods bought within 12 
months of the appointed date for GST or after 
July 1, 2017.

  Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.107  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  The Central Board of Direct Taxes said 

‘no withholding tax’ will apply on interest 
payments made by an foreign company or a 
business trust to a non-resident.

 (B)  This is in respect to the offshore rupee-
denominated bonds issued between September 
17, 2017, and March 31, 2018.

 (C)  The move is expected to incentivise foreign 
exchange inflows into India through high-cost 
offshore rupee-denominated bonds.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.108  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  India’s first woman IAS officer after 

Independence, Anna Rajam Malhotra died in 
Mumbai on 17 Sept 2017.

 (B)  She served in the Madras State under then 
Chief Minister C. Rajagopalachari and at the 
Central government.

 (C)  Ms. Malhotra joined the civil services 
in 1945 and opted for the Madras cadre.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.109 Consider the following statements.
 (A)  Varun Dhawan and Anushka Sharma have been 

signed on to promote and endorse the Skill 
India Mission (SIM).

 (B)  Skill India Mission is led by the Ministry of 
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 
(MSDE).

 Gold medallist Saurabh Chaudhary clinched the 10m Air Pistol Junior gold at the ISSF 
Shooting World Championship in Changwon.
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 (C)  It aims to standardise vocational training.
 Which among the following statement/statements 

is/are true?
 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.110  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  AF plans to set up a major helicopter 

training facility at Donakonda in 
Anantnagar district

 (B)  A drone manufacturing facility in Hyderabad 
district

 (C)  A cyber security centre in Amaravati.
  Which among the following statement/statements 

is/are true?
 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.111  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  Prashant Kumar has taken charge as the Chief 

Financial Officer (CFO) of the State Bank of 
India.

 (B)  Prashant was Deputy Managing Director (HR) 
& Corporate Development Officer of PNB.

 (C)  Anshula Kant was the CFO of PNB now 
she has been promoted as Managing Director 
of SBI.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.112  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  Paytm India has received Reserve Bank of 

India’s (RBI) approval to operate its own Non-
Banking Financial Company (NBFC).

 (B)  The will help Paytm promote inclusive 
growth in the country by catering to the 
diverse financial needs of various segments of 
the society.

 (C)  Paytm India is the digital payments firm owned 
by South Africa’s Naspers Ltd.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.113  Consider the following statements.
 (A) Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 

and laid the foundation stone for projects 
worth over 1500 crore rupees in Varanasi.

 (B)  The projects are Integrated Power 
Development Scheme for Puraani Kashi and 
an Atal Incubation Centre at the Banaras 
Hindu University (BHU).

 (C)  PM also laid the foundation stone of Regional 
Ophthalmology Centre at Gorakhpur.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.114  Consider the following statements.
 (A) The Union Minister for Railways and Coal, 

Shri Piyush Goyal inaugurated the ‘first 
ever’ India Tourism Mart in New Delhi.

 (B)  The India Tourism Mart is being organized 
by the Ministry of Tourism in partnership 
with the Federation of Associations in Indian 
Tourism and Hospitality (FAITH).

 (C)  FAITH is the apex organization of all 
the Important trade and hospitality 
associations of the country.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.115  Consider the following statements.
 (A) Bangladesh’s Cabinet approved the draft of a 

proposed agreement with China.
 (B) Under the agreement, it will allow China to use 

ittagong and Mongla seaports for transporting 
goods to and from its land-locked northeastern 
states.

 (C)  A tracking system will be used to monitor the 
cargo moving through Bangladesh.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.116  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  India and Sri Lanka signed a MoU for con-

struction of a 5000-metric ton temperature 
controlled warehouse in Sri Lanka.

 (B)  It will be constructed with an Indian grant as-
sistance of 300 crore Sri Lankan rupees. 

 (C)  It will be constructed for wheat to minimize 
their post-harvest losses. 

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 Home Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the country's first 'smart fence' pilot project along 
the India-Pakistan International Border in Jammu.
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 BSNL has appointed Indian boxer M. C. Mary Kom as its brand ambassador for two years.

ANSWER KEY

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.117  Consider the following statements.
 (A)  Government has allowed the sale of the drug 

and three other banned fixed-dose combina-
tions (FDCs).

 (B)  As a result Crocin will be available in medical 
stores across the country.

 (C)  The list of 28 FDC drugs were banned by the 
Health Ministry by its September 7, 2018, no-
tification.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.118  Consider the following statements.
 (A) Sakshi Malik settled for a Gold medal at 

the Medved International Wrestling tourna-
ment at Minsk, Belarus.

 (B)  In the Final of the 62 kg category, Sakshi lost 
to Hungary’s Marianna Sastin, 2-6 to finish 
second best.

 (C)  Indian grappler Pooja Dhanda also bagged 
a Silver medal in the 57 kg category.

  Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true

Q.119  Consider the following statements.
 (A) The Supreme Court stayed a National Green 

Tribunal order making the odd-even vehicle 
rotation scheme applicable to all.

 (B)  The Supreme Court also exempted women 
driving four-wheelers from the odd-even 
scheme.

 (C)  Under the odd-even vehicle rotation 
scheme, odd and even numbered vehicles ply 
on alternate days.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
Q.120  Consider the following statements.
 (A) The government of India proposed the merger 

of state-owned Bank of Baroda, Dena Bank 
and Vijaya Bank.

 (B)  The decision was taken at the meeting of 
a panel, headed by Piyush Goyal, which over-
sees merger proposals of state-owned banks.

 (C)  This merger will create India’s second-largest 
bank.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A is true (2) Only B is true
 (3) Only C is true (4) All are true
 (5) None are true
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

 Constitutional Council of Nepal has recommended Navin Kumar Ghimire as the new Chief 
Commissioner of Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA).

Q.1-10.  In the following passage there are blanks each 
of which has been numbered these numbers are 
printed below the passage and against each five 
words have been suggested, one of which fits the 
blanks appropriately. Find out the appropriate 
word in each case.

 Nature has been (1) to Northeast India. It is 
endowed with rich (2) of minerals, petroleum, and 
natural gas. There are coal deposits as well. It has a 
perennial water system from the Brahmaputra and 
its tributaries. However, the region is not in the 
forefront of Indian States when we grade them on 
the (3) of development indicators. The economy 
of the (4) is not industrial, but predominantly 
agrarian of a traditional style with low productivity. 
Northeast India has great (5) for development in 
(6) such as energy, petroleum, natural gas, agro-
industries, food processing, floriculture, and paper 
manufacture. The high literacy of the region is (7) 
to introduce a development-oriented, industry-
friendly atmosphere, drawing from the results of 
(8) research. An institution that (9) a great deal 
of scientific research and systematic studies with 
a (10) on the development of the Northeast in 
particular is the North-East Institute of Science 
and Technology (NEIST).

Q.1. Choose the correct option for (1).
 (1) harsh (2) acceptable (3) willing
 (4) thoughtful (5) generous 
Q.2. Choose the correct option for (2).
 (1) wealth  (2) tradition (3) deposits 
 (4) collection  (5) vegetation 
Q.3. Choose the correct option for (3).
 (1) verge  (2) found (3) founded 
 (4) basis (5) create 
Q.4. Choose the correct option for (4).
 (1) region  (2) areas (3) country 
 (4) world  (5) household 
Q.5. Choose the correct option for (5).
 (1) history  (2) potential  (3) capable 
 (4) marginal  (5) threat  
Q.6. Choose the correct option for (6).
 (1) boundary  (2) funding  (3) progress 
 (4) sectors (5) advancement 
Q.7. Choose the correct option for (7).

 (1) detrimental  (2) congenial  (3) fatal 
 (4) dull (5) promote 
Q.8. Choose the correct option for (8).
 (1) recently (2) organs (3) discover 
 (4) scientific  (5) innovate 
Q.9. Choose the correct option for (9).
 (1) conducts  (2) drive (3) prospers 
 (4) hope (5) diversion 
Q.10. Choose the correct option for (10).
 (1) steadfast  (2) loss  (3) matter 
 (4) targets (5) focus 
Q.11-20. Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words have been printed in bold to help you 
locate them while answering some questions.

 An expert committee report on faulty hip 
prosthetics sold by a subsidiary of the U.S. firm 
Johnson & Johnson has revealed incriminating 
details about its negligence in dealing with Indian 
patients. The report, commissioned by the Union 
Health Ministry in 2017, was published this 
week. Though it restricts its criticism to J&J, 
the report makes it clear that the Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organisation also failed in its 
job of protecting Indian patients. It began in 2006, 
when DePuy International Ltd., a subsidiary of 
J&J, registered three types of articular surface 
replacement implants with the CDSCO. Made of 
cobalt, chromium and molybdenum, these were 
meant to replace ball-and-socket joints in patients 
with degenerative diseases. By 2007, the first 
indication that something was wrong came from 
the Australian Orthopaedic Association National 
Joint Replacement Registry. Its data showed 
that an extraordinarily high number of implant 
recipients had to undergo repeat surgeries. It 
emerged that the device was leaking cobalt and 
chromium, causing side-effects. Australia recalled 
the product in 2009.

 Yet, the report says, J&J did not inform the Indian 
regulator and Indians kept using the implants 
until the firm began a voluntary global recall 
in 2010. In the following years, J&J’s actions 
in India differed widely from those in other 
countries. While it began corrective surgeries 
almost immediately in the U.S., the first Indian 
surgery happened in 2014. The company claims 
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it had trouble tracking patients in India; of 4,700 
implants done, only 1,032 recipients had been 
contacted till March 2017. J&J paid $2.47 billion 
in claims to about 8,000 patients in the U.S., but 
no Indian patient received compensation. If these 
facts are troubling, so is the CDSCO’s ineptitude 
in ensuring patient safety. Though the global 
recall occurred in 2010, the drug regulator did not 
issue an alert until 2013. Another learning is the 
importance of a materio-vigilance programme to 
track adverse events of medical devices. India 
established one in 2015. But if a programme along 
the lines of Australia’s NJRR had existed in 2006, 
perhaps Indian patients would have received help 
sooner. Even today, eight years after the recall, 
the Indian government seems to be in no hurry to 
take things forward. After the expert committee 
report was published, Health Minister J.P. Nadda 
said the government was still “deliberating” on 
the issue. With an unknown number of implant 
recipients still unaware that they could have 
received a faulty device (J&J hasn’t disclosed 
the number of recipients), time for deliberation is 
past. The authorities must show that when private 
corporations fail to protect patient interests, they 
will be held accountable.

Q.11. What is an another learning for a materio-vigilance 
programme, as per the passage mentioned above?

 (1) to register three types of articular surface 
replacement implants with the CDSCO.

 (2) to track adverse events of medical devices 
established by India in 2015.

 (3) to begin corrective surgeries almost immediately.
 (4) to inform the Indian regulator.
 (5) Both (1) and (2)
Q.12. Choose the underlying tone for the given passage?
 (1) Allusive tone  (2) Descriptive tone
 (3) Argumentative tone (4) Informative tone
 (5) Critical tone
Q.13. The report makes it clear that the Central Drugs 

Standard Control Organisation failed in-
 (1) its job of creating devices for Indian patients.
 (2) its job of procrastinating immediate court 

summons for Indian patients.
 (3) its job of protecting Indian patients.
 (4) its job of proselytizing Indian patients.
 (5) its job of doing corrective surgeries on Indian 

patients.

Q.14. Choose the word which is most nearly the 
OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in 
bold as used in the passage.

 Ineptitude

 (1) Incompetence  (2) Clumsiness 
 (3) Inability   (4) Skill
 (5) Ineptness
Q.15. Choose the word which is most nearly the 

OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in 
bold as used in the passage.

 Adverse

 (1) Detrimental   (2) Conflicting
 (3) Negative   (4) Injurious
 (5) Worthwhile
Q.16. Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 

in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage.

 Incriminating

 (1) Voluptuous   (2) Eluding
 (3) Inculpating   (4) Exasperating
 (5) Frivolous
Q.17. Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 

in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage.

 Accountable

 (1) Culpable   (2) Unreliable
 (3) Inexplicable   (4) Arcane
 (5) Unfathomable
Q.18. Which of the following sentence(s) is/are true 

according to the passage?
 (1) when private corporations fail to protect patient 

interests, they will be held accountable.
 (2) the drug regulator did not issue an alert until 

2013.
 (3) the health minister said the government was 

still “deliberating” on the issue.
 (4) both (1) & (2)
 (5) all (1), (2) & (3)
Q.19. Which of the following sentence(s) is/are not true 

according to the passage?
 (1) an unknown number of implant recipients are 

still unaware.
 (2) implant recipients are still unaware that they 

could have received a faulty device.
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 (3) time for deliberation is present.
 (4) Both (1) and (2)
 (5) All except (3) 
Q.20. What should be the most appropriate ‘title’ of the 

given passage?
 (1) The final frontier of populism?
 (2) Rescue, relief and renewal
 (3) Shocking negligence: on need for materio-

vigilance
 (4) A pragmatic arrangement
 (5) The sedition debate
Q.21-25. In the following sentences, three parts i.e. (A), 

(B) and (C) are given, there can be error(s) in 
one or all parts of the sentence, you will have to 
choose the incorrect part(s) of the sentence and 
mark your answer accordingly.

Q.21.  The Reserve Bank of India (A)/ has liberalized 
the norms for interest rate(B)/ futures and recent 
mandated options.(C)

 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B)
 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)
 (5) No Error
Q.22.   Besides, it follows a different(A)/ depreciation 

policy where results(B)/ in lower charges vis-à-vis 
peers, at least in an initial years of operations.(C)

 (1) Both (B) and (C) (2) Only (A)
 (3) Only (B)   (4) Both (A) and (C)
 (5) No error
Q.23.   Competition among broadband service 

providers(A)/ is painfully acute and these 
operations will needs to supplement(B)/ their 
core access revenues with revenues from various 
service that ride on access.(C)

 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B)
 (3) Both (B) and (C)  (4) Both (A) and (C)
 (5) No error
Q.24. The primary motive are disinvestment rather than 

picking stocks (A)/ based on investment merit and 
lastly, this is not actively managed fund,(B)/ so 
there is unlikely to be an exit.(C)

 (1) Both (A) and (B) (2) Only (A)
 (3) Only (B)   (4) Both (A) and (C)
 (5) No error
Q.25. Paint makers are shielding its margins(A)/ 

by taking price hikes while most of the paint 

companies(B)/ increased prices by 1.5% and 2% 
on March and May, respectively.(C) 

 (1) Both (A) and (B) (2) Only (A)
 (3) Only (B)   (4) Both (A) and (C)
 (5) No error
Q.26-30. Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), (C), 

(D), (E), (F) and (G) in the proper sequence to 
form a meaningful paragraph, then answer the 
questions given below them.

 (A) High levels of sugar impact directly on obesity 
and tooth decay, both of

 (B) Meanwhile, high caffeine intakes in children 
and adolescents can also raise blood pressure

 (C) Which are known issues in children and 
adolescents,” explains paediatric dietitian and 
British Dietetic Association spokesperson.

 (D) And interfere with concentration at school.
 (E) To boost energy levels with the caffeine they 

contain whilst limiting calories.
 (F) However many young people suffering with 

eating disorders often use low calorie energy 
drinks

 (G) As a result these individuals are at greater risk 
of heart arrhythmias from the high doses of 
caffeine.

Q.26. Which of the following would be the FOURTH 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) A (2) G    (3) C
 (4) D    (5) B
Q.27. Which of the following would be the FIRST 

sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A   (2) G    (3) C
 (4) F    (5) B
Q.28. Which of the following would be the SECOND 

sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) G   (2) E    (3) C
 (4) F    (5) B
Q.29. Which of the following would be the LAST 

sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) E   (2) G    (3) C
 (4) F    (5) A
Q.30. Which of the following would be the THIRD 

sentence after rearrangement? 
 (1) A   (2) G    (3) C
 (4) E    (5) B
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QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE
Q.31-35. Find the missing term in the following number 

series-
Q.31. 0.8       4.6     15    49    ?     709
 (1) 145  (2) 213  (3) 176
 (4) 209  (5) 311
Q.32. 125     ?     195    250    321   410 
 (1) 154  (2) 149  (3) 165
 (4) 136  (5) 175
Q.33. 130     222     350    520      738       ? 
 (1) 944  (2) 1024  (3) 1010
 (4) 850  (5) 1244
Q.34. 5      9       25       89       ?
 (1) 214  (2) 320  (3) 284
 (4) 312  (5) 345
Q.35. 1096   ?    1085      1151     1074     1162 
 (1) 1148  (2) 1140  (3) 1230
 (4) 1190  (5) 1145
Q.36. A and B started a business in partnership by investing 

Rs 8000 and Rs 3000 respectively. Condition of 
partnership is that B got Rs 100 per month for 
management of the business. Remaining profit has 
to be distributed in the ratio of their investments. 
Find the profit share of B, if the annual profit is Rs 
4500. 

 (1) 2200 Rs.   (2) 2400 Rs. 
 (3) 2300 Rs.   (4) 2500 Rs. 
 (5) None of these
Q.37. A shopkeeper sold a T.V. set for Rs. 17,940 with a 

discount of 8% and earned a profit of 19.6%. What 
would have been the percentage of earned if no 
discount was offered ?

 (1) 25%  (2) 30%  (3) 22.5%
 (4) 40%  (5) None of these
Q.38. Two boats A and B start towards each other from two 

places, 150 km apart. Speed of the boats A and B 
in still water are 12 km/h and 18 km/h respectively. 
If A proceeds down and B up the stream, they will 
meet after how much time?

 (1) 4.5 hours    (2) 4 hours    (3) 3 hours
 (4) 5 hours    (5) None of these
Q.39. One card is drawn at random from a pack of 52 cards. 

What is the probability that the card drawn is either 
a black card or a queen? 

 (1) 5/18  (2) 7/13  (3) 2/9
 (4) 15/26 (5) None of these
Q.40.  Rs. 1278 is divided among 6 men, 5 women and 3 

boys. The ratio of share of a man, a woman and a 
boy is 8: 11: 13. What is the share of a man? 

 (1) 68  (2) 65  (3) 78
 (4) 70  (5) None of these
Q.41. A child has 3 different kinds of chocolates costing 

Rs 2, Rs 5 and Rs 10. He spends a total Rs. 140 
on the chocolates. Find the sum of minimum and 
maximum chocolate he can buy with one condition 
that he must buy from all varieties?

 (1) 80  (2) 85  (3) 82
 (4) 90  (5) None of these
Q.42. A man deposited a total amount of Rs. 25300 with 

a bank in two different schemes at 20% p.a. interest 
being compounded annually.  As per the schemes, 
he gets the same amount after 4 years on the first 
deposit as he gets after 3 years on the second deposit. 
How much money did he deposit for 5 years ?

 (1) Rs.12,000  (2) Rs.15,450
 (3) Rs.16,620  (4) Rs.14,440
 (5) Rs.13,800
Q.43. The ratio of speeds of a goods train and passenger 

train is 11:13 in the same direction. If the passenger 
train crosses the goods train in 90 seconds, while a 
passenger in the passenger train observes that he 
crosses the goods train in 75 seconds. Find the ratio 
of length of goods train to passenger train?

 (1) 6:7  (2) 4:9  (3) 5:1
 (4) 8:11  (5) 3:7
Q.44. In two alloys A and B the ratio of zinc to copper is 

4:5 and 2:7 respectively. 18 kg of the alloy A and 45 
kg of the alloy B are mixed together to form a new 
alloy. What will be the ratio of Zinc and copper in 
the new alloy?

 (1) 4:5  (2) 2:5  (3) 3:7
 (4) 2:3  (5) None of these
Q.45. The average temperature for Wednesday, Thursday 

and Friday was 420C. The average for Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday was 430C. If temperature on 
Saturday was 440C, what was the temperature on 
Wednesday?

 (1) Data inadequate (2) 43 0C  
(3) 45 0C   (4) 41 0C  

 SBI Mutual Fund has appointed Ashwani Bhatia as Managing Director and Chief Executive 
Officer.
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(5) None of these
Q.46-50. Each question below contains a statement followed 

by Quantity I and Quantity II. Find both to find 
the relationship among them. Mark your answer 
accordingly.

 A) Quantity I > Quantity II

 B) Quantity I >  Quantity II

 C) Quantity II > Quantity I

 D) Quantity II > Quantity I

 E) Quantity I = Quantity II or Relation cannot be 
established

Q.46. Quantity I: largest number if the average of 7 
consecutive odd no. is 53

 Quantity II: largest number if the avg of 6 consecutive 
odd no. is 56

Q.47. Quantity I: Suresh took a loan from bank at 12% 
p.a simple interest. After 3 years he had to pay back 
Rs. 16,200 as interest. Find the loan taken by Suresh 
from the bank.

 Quantity II: Amount after 2 years for a principal 
of Rs 35,000 at interest rate of 10% compounded 
annually.

Q.48. Quantity I: A man can row at a speed of 8 kmph 
in still water. He goes to a certain upstream point 
and back to the starting point in a river flowing 
at 4 kmph. Average speed of man for the total 
journey.

 Quantity II: Speed of a cyclist, cycling in a circular 
ground of radius 7 kilometer, if he takes 4 hour to 
complete one full round of the ground.

Q.49.  Quantity I: A train 175 meter long passes a man 
moving at 6 kmph in the same direction in which 
the train is going, in 10 seconds.Speed of the 
train.

 Quantity II: Average speed of a car going from point 
A to B at 65 kmph and back from point B to A at 70 
kmph.

Q.50. Quantity I: distance, if a person goes to a distance 
at 80 kmph he reaches 15 min early and if he goes 
there at 70 kmph he reaches 15 mins late.

 Quantity II: distance if two buses travels in the 
direction of each other at speed of 60 kmph and 
50 kmph. When they meet, it was found that 
faster bus travelled 30 km more than the slower 
bus.

Q.51-55. The following bar graph represents the exports 
(in Rs.) and imports (in Rs.) of five companies 

in 2015.

 Company Import Export
  (2015:2016) (2015:2016)
 Reliance 27:25 2:3
 Tata 39:41 12:11
 Adani 37:32 5:3
 Birla 10:11 18:19
 Future 15:16 7:5
Q.51. Find the respective ratio between Import of Adani 

in 2016 and export of Birla in 2016.
 (1) 37:18 (2) 32:19 (3) 18:37
 (4) 19:32 (5) None of these 
Q.52. Imports of all the companies together in 2015 is what 

percent of the exports of all the companies together 
in 2015?

 (1) 128.44 % (2) 94.88 % (3) 112.66 %
 (4) 106.22 % (5) 88.44 %
Q.53. Find the sum of the imports of the companies 

Reliance and Tata in 2016 and exports of the 
companies Adani and Birla in 2016.

 (1) Rs. 846000  (2) Rs. 626000
 (3) Rs. 792000  (4) Rs. 406000
 (5) Rs. 824000
Q.54. Find the difference between the sum of Import and 

Export of company Future in 2015 and that in 2016.
 (1) Rs.40000  (2) Rs.70000 
 (3) Rs.36000  (4) Rs.42000
 (5) None of these
Q.55. Import of company Adani in 2016 is approximately 

what percent more/less than the export of the same 
company in same year?

 (1) 295 % (2) 396 % (3) 327 %
 (4) 418 % (5) 243 %
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Q.56-60. Read the following informations carefully to answer 
the questions asked-

 The table below shows number of student in different 
section of classes.

Class Section A Section B Section C Section D

V 60 -- 39 --

VI -- 60 -- 90

VII 80 90 16 --

VIII 85 30 45 --

IX 96 -- 64 --

X -- 50 -- 10

Q.56. The average number of students in class V is 88 and 
the number of students in section B is 20% more 
than the number of students in section D then find 
the ratio between the number of students in Section 
B of class V and section D of class X. 

 (1) 63:50 (2) 63:59 (3) 37:25
 (4) 69:50 (5) None of these
Q.57. If the ratio between number of students in section 

B and section C of class VI becomes 4:5 when 20 
more students joins section C then find the number 
of students initially in section C.

 (1) 45  (2) 50  (3) 55
 (4) 35  (5) 65
Q.58. If the average weight of students in section A of class 

IX is 'x' while that of section C is 'x-10' kg and the 
average weight of all the students in these sections is 
50 kg, then find the new average weight of section C 
if the teacher is also included whose weight is 44 kg.

 (1) 47  (2) 43  (3) 44
 (4) 52  (5) None of these

Q.59. If the total number of students in class VII and class 
VIII is 620 then find the average number of students 
in section D of class VII and VIII.

 (1) 165  (2) 155  (3) 158

 (4) 137  (5) 144

Q.60. If the ratio between the number of students in section 
C of class VIII and X is 5:4 and the number of 
students in section A of class X is 50% more than 
the section C of the same class then find the average 
number of students in class X.

 (1) 30  (2) 45  (3) 50

 (4) 75  (5) None of these

Q.61-65. What approximate value will come in place of 
question mark (?) in the following questions?

Q.61. 29.8% of 260 + 60.01% of 510 – 103.57 = ?

 (1) 450  (2) 320  (3) 210

 (4) 280  (5) 350

Q.62. (21.98)2 – (25.02)2 + (13.03)2 = ?

 (1) 25  (2) 120  (3) 10

 (4) 65  (5) 140

Q.63. 7 4 16 5 9 ?
11 9 4

     × ÷ =          

 (1) 21  (2) 13  (3) 9
 (4) 4  (5) 35

Q.64.  (1444)1/2 + 
56.007
1.225 of 123 = ? 

 (1) 5380  (2) 6550  (3) 6500
 (4) 5660  (5) 5500

Q.65.  276.75 + 4% of 678 + 0.0169 = ?

 (1) 304  (2) 134  (3) 122
 (4) 228  (5) 150

REASONING ABILITY
Q.66-70. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.

 In a certain code language,
 ‘Arun like Spiderman movie’ is written as ‘@N4, 

$E4, &N9, #E5’
 ‘Ritu loves cricket sport’ is written as ‘%U4, $S5, 

*T7, &T5’
 ‘DRDO launched Mars mission’ is written as ‘$D8, 

#N7, !O4, #S4’

 ‘Normal life language support’ is written as ‘$E4, 
$E8, &T7, >L6’

Q.66. What is the code for the word ‘mission’?
 (1) @M4 (2) %E6  (3) #S4
 (4) @R4  (5)  #N7
Q.67. The code ∗T7’ denotes which of the following word?

 (1) Ritu  (2) loves  (3) sport

 (4) cricket (5) None of these
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Q.68. The code word of ‘DRDO’ is-

 (1) @R4  (2) !O4  (3) @M4

 (4) #A3  (5) None of these

Q.69. ‘>’ denotes which letter of the given words?

 (1) N  (2) B  (3) A 

 (4) M  (5)  I

Q.70. According to the given code word, what will be the 
code for ‘Ritu loves Normal movie’?

 (1) ∗4U, &4E, @5H, %6S

 (2) #U4, ∗L6, $S5, ∗E5

 (3) ∗4U, &4E, #5H, %6S

 (4) %4U, &4E, $5H, %6S

 (5) None of these

Q.71-75. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below.

 Twelve colleagues are sitting in two parallel rows 
containing six colleagues in each, in such a way 
that there is an equal distance between adjacent 
colleagues. In row-1- Praful, Sachin, Rahul, Sulu, 
Rohit and Vivek are seated and all of them are facing 
South. In row-2- Ritu, Monika, Ravi, Divya, Neetu 
and Neha are seated and all of them are facing North. 
Therefore, in the given seating arrangement each 
member seated in a row faces another member of 
the other row. 

 Divya is sitting third to the left of Ritu. Neetu is 
facing Vivek.  Praful is sitting third to the right of 
Rohit. Sachin is facing Ritu.  Vivek is sitting second 
to the right of Rohit. Monika is facing Sulu.  Ravi is 
not facing Rohit. Divya does not sit any of extreme 
end of the line. Monika is an immediate left of Divya. 
Praful does not sit any of extreme end of the line. 

Q.71.  Who sits second to the left of Ravi?

 (1) Monika  (2) Ritu   (3) Neha 

 (4) Divya (5) Neetu 

Q.72.  Who is in front of Praful?

 (1) Monika  (2) Rohit  (3) Neha 

 (4) Ravi  (5) Neetu 

Q.73.  How many persons are sitting between Ritu and 
Divya?

 (1) One  (2) Two  (3) Three

 (4) Five  (5) Four

Q.74.  Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 
and so form a group. Which one of the following 
does not belong to that group?

 (1) Divya-Monika  (2) Rahul- Praful

 (3) Vivek- Sachin  (4) Neetu- Ritu

 (5) Sachin- Rohit

Q.75.  Who is fourth to the left of Neha?

 (1) Monika  (2) Rohit  (3) Divya

 (4) Ravi  (5) Neetu 

Q.76-80. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below.

 In a company, eight husbands W, D, H, K, J, M, 
L, and O are working together. They are sitting in 
a circle and facing outside the centre. Each one of 
them has bought a ring for his wife from one day of 
the week (Monday to Sunday). Name of wives - 19, 
12, 13, 14, 4, 3, 16, and 20 but not necessarily in the 
same order.

 On the same day, only two husbands have bought 
the ring.

 H, who has bought the ring on Wednesday, is second 
to the left of W. 

 K has bought the ring on Friday but has not bought 
for 12, 19 and 14 and he is third to the right of M 
who does not buy the ring on Saturday and Thursday. 

 The one who has bought the ring on Saturday is in 
front of W and he is not the neighbour of K and J.

 O has bought the ring for his wife 20 on Sunday. On 
Sunday, another husband has brought a ring for his 
wife. 

 D has bought the ring for his wife 3 and L has bought 
the ring for his wife 16. 

 The one who has bought the ring for his wife 14 on 
Monday is not the neighbour of K.  

 D, who has bought the ring on Tuesday, is the fourth 
to the right of J who does not buy the ring alone. 

 A husband has bought the ring for his wife 4 on 
Thursday.

Q.76. Who has bought the ring on Monday and he sits 
between which two wives?

 (1) J, 4 and 16  (2) M, 16 and 20 

 (3) L, 12 and 14  (4) O, 14 and 20 

 (5) M, 4 and 12/19

 The first two plus two dialogue between India and the USA was held in New Delhi.
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Q.77. H has bought the ring for which of the following?

 (1) 4  (2) 20  (3) 16

 (4) 14    (5) Cannot be determined

Q.78. Who is fifth to the left of that husband who has 
bought the ring for 13?

 (1) D  (2) W  (3) H 

 (4) M  (5) J

Q.79. Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 
and so form a group. Which one of the following 
does not belong to that group?

 (1) L – 16 – Sunday

 (2) M – 20 – Wednesday

 (3) H – 12 – Tuesday

 (4) O – 19 – Sunday

 (5) K – 13 – Friday

Q.80. Who has bought the ring for 4 and what is his 
position regarding L’s wife?

 (1) D, Third to the left  

 (2) W, Fourth to the right 

 (3) H, Second to the left  

 (4) M, Second to the right  

 (5) J, Third to the right

Q.81-85. Read the following information to answer the 
given question.

 There are eight monkeys sitting in a row - A, B, 
C, D, E, F, G and H.  Each monkey has a different 
number of bananas. Each time the fruit get double 
from left to right arrangement. 

 Monkey G is to the right of Monkey D and to the left 
of Monkey B and has 48 bananas. Monkey A is on 
the right of Monkey C. Monkey A and D have one 
monkey between them. Monkey E and B have two 
monkeys between them. Monkey D and F have two 
monkeys between them. Monkey H is at the right 
end.

Q.81. Which monkey is immediate to the right of that 
monkey who is second from the right end?

 (1) D  (2) C  (3) A

 (4) G  (5) H

Q.82. Which monkey has 96 bananas?

 (1) B  (2) F  (3) D

 (4) G  (5) Cannot be determined.

Q.83.  What is the total sum of bananas of monkey E and 
C?

 (1) 15   (2) 27   (3) 18

 (4) Either 15 or 27 (5) Cannot be determined

Q.84.  If monkey B has 160 bananas, then how many 
bananas does monkey F have?

 (1) 320  (2) 5  (3) 80

 (4) 40  (5) Either 320 or 5

Q.85.  What is the position of monkey B with respect to 
monkey E? 

 (1) Third to the left. (2) Third to the right.

 (3) Second to the left. (4) Immediate to the left.

 (5) Cannot be determined.

Q.86-90. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below.

 Seven soldiers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 visit seven 
different Countries namely S, G, C , U, N, B and 
R,(but not necessarily in same order), starting from 
Monday to Sunday (of the same week).

 3 visits on Thursday. Only two soldiers visit between 
3 and the one who visits G. Only four soldiers visit 
between the one who visits G and 7. The one who 
visits R visits immediately before 7. Only two 
soldiers visit between the one who visits R and 1. 4 
visits one of the days after the one who visits R. 6 
visits immediately after the one who visits the S. 6 
does not visit R. Only three soldiers visit in between 
the one who visits the S and the one who visits the 
N. The one who visits B visits immediately before 
the one who visits C. 2 does not visit on Monday.

Q.86. Which of the following countries does 2 visit?

 (1) C   (2)  R  (3)  S  
(4)  N  (5) B

Q.87. On which of the following days does 6 visit a 
country?

 (1) Friday  (2) Saturday 

 (3) Sunday  (4) Wednesday

 (5) Tuesday
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Q.88. Which of the following is true about 5?

 (1) All the options are true.

 (2) 5 visits on Friday.

 (3) 5 visits C. 

 (4) Only three soldiers visit between 5 and 3.

 (5) 5 visits immediately before 1.

Q.89. Who among the following visits U?

 (1)  4  (2) 5  (3) 1

 (4) 7  (5) 3

Q.90. As per the given arrangement, 1 is related to the one 
who visits the S in a certain way and 7 is related to 
the one who visits the N in the same way. To which 
of the following is 3 related?

 (1) The one who visits B.

 (2) The one who visits C. 

 (3) The one who visits U.

 (4) The one who visits R.

 (5) The one who visits G.

Q.91-95. Read the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below.

 h c 7 r Z w @ u & q S 4 I $ n 1 9 J P 0 K 5 V © M 
3 D %

Q.91. Which of the following is the ninth to the left of 
the seventh element from the right end of the above 
arrangement? 

 (1) l  (2) w  (3) $ 

 (4) ©  (5) 9 

Q.92. If all the numbers are dropped from the above 
arrangement then which of the following is thirteenth 
from the right end? 

 (1) V  (2) u  (3) n 

 (4) &  (5) q

Q.93. How many such letters are there in the above 
arrangement each of which is immediately preceded 
by a consonant and immediately followed by a 
number?

 (1) None  (2) One  (3) Two

 (4) Three (5) Four

Q.94. What should come next in the following series based 
on the above arrangement?

 cZ@, @q4, 4n9, (?)

 (1) 905  (2) q91  (3) 9cJ

 (4) 9c5  (5) 90k

Q.95. How many such numbers are there in the above 
arrangement each of which is immediately preceded 
by a symbol but not immediately followed by a 
consonant?

 (1) One  (2) Two  (3) Three

 (4) None  (5) Five

Q.96. In a certain code language PERMISSION is written 
as OPJTTJNSFQ then how PROVIDE will be 
written in that code language?

 (1) FEJPWSG  (2) FEJWPSQ 

 (3) FEWEPSO    (4)  FEJWPQO  

 (5) FEXQKDG

Q.97. If all the letters in the word FLOUTING are 
rearranged according to the English alphabetical 
order then the position of how many letters will be 
changed after the rearrangement?

 (1) Four  (2) Two  (3) One        

 (4) Three    (5) None of these

Q.98. Pointing to a photograph Jeenat said ‘The person 
in the photograph is the only child of my mother’s 
sister’s husband’s mother. How is the person in 
photograph related to Jeenat?

 (1) Grand-son  (2) Uncle

 (3) Father          (4) Can’t be determined          

 (5) None of these

Q.99. If ‘N’ means ‘÷’,’S’ means ‘+’, ‘R’ means ‘- ‘ and 
‘I’ means ‘×’ then  5000 N 100 R 10 I 8 S 40 =?

 (1) –18   (2) 30  (3) 20

 (4) 10  (5) -10

Q.100. Naina walks some distance towards north then she 
turns to the left and walks some distance. Again 
she turns to the right and some distance. In which 
direction is she from her starting point?

 (1) South-East      (2) East

 (3) South-West   (4) North-west  

 (5) Cannot be determined

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the MOVE: India’s ever first Global Mobility 
Summit organized by NITI Aayog at New Delhi.



MODEL PAPER 2018

97NOVEMBER 2018  MICA Anshula Kant has been appointed as the Managing Director of State Bank of India (SBI).

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EXPLANATION
Q.1.(5) Generous

 For other options

 acceptable ( adjective) - liable to be accepted 
willing (verb)- desiring

Q.2.(3) deposits

 For other options

 tradition (noun)- custom
 vegetation (noun)- greenery
Q.3.(4) Basis

 For other options

 verge (noun)- level/stage
 Eg. She was on the verge of dying.
 founded (verb)- kept the foundation of something
Q.4.(1) Region
Q.5.(2) Potential

 For other options

 marginal (adjective)- minimal for requirements
 Eg. The students showed marginal improvement 

in performance
Q.6.(4) Sectors

 For other options

 funding (noun)- a supply of money
 advancement (noun)- progress
Q.7.(2) Congenial

 For other options

 fatal (adjective) – harmful
 E.g. Smoking can prove fatal to the lungs.
 detrimental (adjective)- reducing in value
Q.8.(4) Scientific

 For other options

 innovate (verb)- to discover something new
Q.9.(1) Conducts 
 For other options

 Drive (verb)- direct
 Prospers (verb)- flourishes
Q.10.(5) Focus

 For other options

 steadfast (adjective)-steady
Q.11.(2) to track adverse events of medical devices 

established by India in 2015.
Q.12.(5) Critical tone

 The ‘tone’ refers to the feelings or emotions 
expressed by the author towards an issue. It could 
also encompass his style of writing. What sentiment 
does the author express towards the subject?

Q.13.(3) its job of protecting Indian patients.
Q.14.(4) Skill

 For other options:

 All other options are the synonyms of the given 
word.

Q.15.(5) Worthwhile

 For other options:

 All other options are the synonyms of the given 
word.

Q.16.(3) Inculpating

 For other options:

 Exasperating (adj.)- infuriating.
 Frivolous (adj.)- flippant, glib, light-hearted.
 Elude (v)- evade, avoid.
 Voluptuous (adj.)- curvaceous, shapely, opulent.
Q.17.(1) Culpable

 For other options:

 All other options are the antonyms of the given 
word.

Q.18.(5) all (1), (2) & (3)
 (1) when private corporations fail to protect 

patient interests, they will be held accountable.
 (2) the drug regulator did not issue an alert until 

2013.
 (3) the health minister said the government was 

still “deliberating” on the issue.
Q.19.(3)  time for deliberation is past.
Q.20.(3) Shocking negligence: on need for materio-

vigilance.
Q.21.(4) Only (C) ‘recent mandated’ is wrong because 

adverb 'recently' should qualify mandated (past 
participle.)

Q.22.(1) Both (B) and (C)
 Part (B)- Replace ‘where’ with ‘which’.
 Part (C)- Replace ‘in an initial’ with ‘in the 

initial’, because years have been mentioned in the 
latter part of the sentence.

Q.23.(3) Both (B) and (C)
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 Part (B)- Replace ‘will needs’ with ‘will need’ 
because will+v1.

 Part (C)- Replace ‘various service’ with ‘various 
services’ because various itself mentions the 
variety of things.

Q.24.(1) Both (A) and (B)
 Part (A)- motive are is wrong, because the subject 

is singular here.
 Part (B)- add ‘an’ because ‘actively managed 

fund’ is a singular countable noun.
Q.25.(4) Both (A) and (C)
 Part (A)- use ‘their’ in place of ‘its’, because 

‘paint makers’ is a plural subject.
 Part (C)-  ‘on March and May’ is wrong use 

instead ‘in’ ‘March and May’.

Q.26.(4) The correct sequence of the passage is 
‘ACBDFEG’, and the passage is based on ‘health 
risks for children’.

Q.27.(1) The correct sequence of the passage is 
‘ACBDFEG’, and the passage is based on ‘health 
risks for children’.

Q.28.(3) The correct sequence of the passage is 
‘ACBDFEG’, and the passage is based on ‘health 
risks for children’.

Q.29.(2) The correct sequence of the passage is 
‘ACBDFEG’, and the passage is based on ‘health 
risks for children’.

Q.30.(5) The correct sequence of the passage is 
‘ACBDFEG’, and the passage is based on ‘health 
risks for children’.

QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE EXPLANATION
Q.31.(3) 0.8           4.6            15            49             176         709
           ×2+3   ×2.5+3.5    ×3+4    ×3.5+4.5    ×4+5
Q.32.(1) 125        154       195       250       321      410 
       52+4       62+5     72+6     82+7       92+8
Q.33.(3) 53+5 63+6   73+7    83+8  93+9    103+10
Q.34.(5) 5       9        25         89        345
     4        16       64         256
     22       42       82          162

Q.35.(2) 1096       1140       1085        1151       1074        1162
        +44         -55         +66         -77         +88

Q.36.(3) Ratio of investment A: B=8000:4000=2:1

 Profit of A=2x

 Profit of B=x+12×100

 =x+1200

 Then 2x+x+1200=4500

 x=1100.

 A's profit=Rs2200

 B's profit=Rs2300.

Q.37.(2) SP=Rs 17,940.

 MP =17940×100/92=19500

 CP=17940×100/119.6=15000

 So profit without discount

 = 19500-15000=4500

 P% = 
4500P% 100 30%

15000
= × =

Q.38.(4) Let the speed of the stream be x kmph and both the 
boats meet after t hour.

 (12+x)×t+(18-x)×t = 150
 12t+18t = 150
 30t = 150
 t=5hrs

Q.39.(2) 
26 2

1 1
52

1

7( )
13

C CP E
C
+= =  

Q.40.(5) Then ratio of share of men, women and boys = 6×8 
: 5×11 : 13×3

 =48:55:39

 Men part is= 
48 1278 432

142
× =

 Then 1 man part= 
432 72
6

=

Q.41.(3) To buy maximum chocolates we must buy Rs 2 
choclate more.

 10×1=10
 5×2=10 (we can't buy one chocolate from Rs 5 

because we have amount in even no)
 2×60=120
 Total chocolate (1+2+60)=63.
 To buy minimum chocolates we must buy Rs 10 

choclate more.
 2×5=10
 5×2=10 (we can't buy one chocolate from Rs 5 

because we have amount in even no)
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 10×12=120
 Total chocolate (5+2+12)=19
 Required answer=63+19=82
Q.42.(5) P1(1+r1/100)4 = P2(1+r2/100)3

 => P1/P2 = 6/5 
 Required amount = (6×25300)/11 = Rs.13800
Q.43.(3) Let the Speed of Goods train = 11m/sec.
 Speed of the Passenger train = 13m/sec
 Relative speed in the same direction 
 = 13 – 11 = 2 m/sec.
 Total Length (goods + passenger) = 2 × 90 = 180 

m
 Now, For Goods train; Relative Speed 
 = 13 – 11 = 2 m/sec.
 Length of the Goods Train = 2 × 75 = 150 m
 Therefore, Length of the Passenger Train 
 = 180 – 150 = 30 m
 Hence Required Ratio = 150: 30 = 5: 1
Q.44.(2) Total Quantity of Zinc
 =4/9×18 + 2/9×45=8+10==>18
 Total Quantity of Copper
 =5/9×18 + 7/9×45=10+35==>45
 Ratio=18:45=2:5.
Q.45.(4) Average temperature for Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday = 42 0C
 Total temperature = 3×42 = 126 0C
 Average temperature for Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday = 43 0C
 Total temperature = 43×3 = 129 0C
 Temperature on Saturday = 44 0C
 Now ,
 (Thursday + Friday + Saturday) – (Wednesday + 

Thursday + Friday) 
 = 129-126
 Saturday – Wednesday = 3
 Wednesday = 44-3 = 41 0C.
Q.46.(3) I: = 47+ 2×(n-1)=47+12=59
 II: = 51+2×(n-1)=61
 II>I
Q.47.(1) I: P=16200×100/(3×12)=Rs 45,000
 II: A= 35000×121/100=Rs 42,350
 Hence I > II

Q.48.(3) I: Average Speed = U × D/x
 U = (8+4) = 12 ; D = (8 – 4) = 4
 Avg Speed = 12 × 4/8 = 6 kmph
 II: Distance(Circumference) = 2×π×r 
 = 44 km ; Time = 4 hours
 Speed = 44/4 = 11 kmph
 hence II > I
Q.49.(1) I: Relative speed = 175/10 m/s
  = (175/10)×(18/5) = 63 kmph
 Let speed of train = x kmph 
 => relative speed = x-6
 x - 6 = 63
 => x = 69 kmph
 II: Avg speed = (2×65×70)/(65+70) 
 = 67.40 kmph
 Hence I > II

Q.50.(3) I: 
1 2 1 2

1 2

( ) ( )
( ) 60
S S T TD
S S

× += ×
−

 D=280 Km
 II. Total distance=60×3 + 50×3=330 km
 II>I
Q.51.(2) Import of Adani in 2016 = (32/37) x 296000 
 = 256000
 Export of Birla in 2016 = (19/18) x 144000 
 = Rs.152000
 Required ratio = 256000 : 152000 = 32:19
Q.52.(4) Imports of all the companies together in 2015
 = 270000 + 156000 + 296000 + 220000 + 150000
 = 1092000
 Exports of all the companies together in 2015
 = 240000 + 264000 + 100000 + 144000 + 280000
 = 1028000
 Required percentage 

 = 
1092000

100% 106.22%
1028000

× =

Q.53.(2) Import of Reliance in 2016 
 = (25/27) x 270000 = 250000
 Import of Tata in 2016 
 = (41/39) x 156000 = 164000
 Export of Adani in 2016 
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 = (3/5) x 100000 = 60000
 Export of Birla in 2016 
 = (19/18) x 144000 = 152000
 Required sum = 250000 + 164000 + 60000 + 

152000 = 626000
Q.54.(2) Sum of Import and Export of company Future in 

2015
 = 150000 + 280000 = Rs. 430000
 Sum of Import and Export of company Future in 

2016
 = 16/15 x 150000 + 5/7 x 280000
 = 160000 + 200000
 = Rs. 360000
 Required difference = 430000 - 360000 
 = Rs. 70000
Q.55.(3) Import of Adani in 2016 = (32/37) x 296000 
 = Rs.256000
 Export of Adani in 2016 
 = (3/5) x 100000 = Rs.60000
 Required percentage 

 =  
256000 60000

100% 327%
60000

− × ≈

Q.56.(4) Total number of students in class V = 88×4
 = 352
 Let the number of students in section D be x

 Section B= 
6x
5

 
6x

x 60 39 352
5

+ + + =

 
11x

253
5

=

 x= 115
 Number of students in section B

 = 115
6 138

5
× =

 Required ratio= 138:100= 69:50
Q.57.(3)  Let the let the number of students initially in 

section C be x
 Number of students in section C = x+20
 300= 4x+80
 220= 4x
 x= 55

Q.58.(3)  Total weight of all students= 50×160

 = 8000 kg

 96×x + 64(x-10) = 8000

 96x + 64x - 640= 8000

 160x= 8000+640

 x= 
8640

54
160

=

 Average weight of section C = 54 -10= 44 kg

 Total weight if we include weight of the teacher

 = (44×64) + 44 = 2816 + 44 = 2860 kg

 Required average weight= 2860
44

65
= kg

Q.59.(4)  Let the number of students in section D of class 
VII and VIII be x and y respectively

 So,

 (80+90+16+x) + (85+30+45+y) = 620

 186+x+160+y = 620

 x + y = 620- 346

 x + y = 274

 Required average= 274
137

2
=

Q.60.(5) Number of students in section C of class X

 = 
4

45 36
5

× =

 Number of students in section A of class X

 = 
150

36 54
100

× =

 Required average=
240

60
4

= students

Q.61.(4) 30% of 260 + 60% of 510 – 103 = ?

 78 + 306 – 103 = ?

 ? = 281 ≈  280

Q.62.(1) 484 – 625 + 169 = ?

 ? = 28 ≈  25

Q.63.(4) 
6 6

9
×

= ?

    ? ≈ 4

Q.64.(4) 38 + 5622 = ? 

         ? = 5660 ≈  5662

Q.65.(1) 27 + 276.2 + 0.13 = ?

      ? ≈ 304
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REASONING ABILITY EXPLANATION
Q.66-70. Here in the code of the word

1)  The first element is the symbol that represents the 
first letter of that word.

 A - @ 

 L - $ 

 S - & 

 M - # 

 R - %  

 C - *

 D - ! 

 N - >

2)   Middle element is a letter that is the last letter of 
the word.

3)  The last element of the code is number that 
represents the number of letters in each word.

Q.66.(5)   

Q.67.(4)

Q.68.(2)   

Q.69.(1)

Q.70.(5) Ritu = %U4, loves = $S5, Normal = >L6, movie 
= #E5

Q.71-75. Sulu      Rahul      Praful     Vivek     Sachin     Rohit

 Monika Divya    Ravi        Neetu    Ritu      Neha

Q.71.(1)   

Q.72.(4)

Q.73.(2)   

Q.74.(4)

Q.75.(3)

Q.76-80. D3 (Tuesday)
L16

(Saturday)

O20
(Sunday)

K13 (Friday)

H12/19
(Wednesday)

M14 (Monday)

W4 (Thursday)

J12/19 (Sunday)

towards
outside

Q.76.(5)   

Q.77.(5)

Q.78.(1)   

Q.79.(5)

Q.80.(2)

Q.81-85. C3, A6, E12, D24, G48, B96, F192, H384

 C3, F6, A12, E24, D48, G96, B192, H384

Q.81.(5)   

Q.82.(5)

Q.83.(4)   

Q.84.(5)

Q.85.(2)

Q.86-90. 
Day Soldier Country
Monday 5 G
Tuesday 1 S
Wednesday 6 B
Thursday 3 C 
Friday 2 R
Saturday 7 N
Sunday 4 U

Q.86.(2)   

Q.87.(4)

Q.88.(5)   

Q.89.(1)

Q.90.(2)

Q.91.(1) The 16th element from the right end = l

Q.92.(5) h c r Z w @ u & q S I $ n J P K V © M D %

Q.93.(4) h c 7 r Z w @ u & q S 4 I $ n 1 9 J P 0 K 5 V © M 
3 D %

Q.94.(1) h c 7 r Z w @ u & q S 4 I $ n 1 9 J P 0 K 5 V © M 
3 D %

Q.95.(4) h c 7 r Z w @ u & q S 4 I $ n 1 9 J P 0 K 5 V © M 
3 D %

Q.96.(2) +1 in each letter but from reverse order.

Q.97.(5)

Q.98.(2)

Q.99.(4) 5000 ÷ 100 - 10 x 8 + 40

 = 50 - 80 + 40

 = 10

Q.100.(4)

 American Rapper Mac Miller died. He was 26.
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REASONING ABILITY 
Q.1-3. Select the related letters/word/number from the given 

alternatives. 
Q.1.  DNVE : EQAL : : ? : GRCN
 (A) FGXO (B) FOGX (C) FOXC (D) FOXG
Q.2.  42 : 64 : : 37 : ?
 (A) 69  (B) 441 (C) 458  (D) 78
Q.3. National Literacy Day : 8 September : : National 

Sport Day : ?
 (A) 24 August  (B) 29 August 
 (C) 7 September  (D) 25 September
Q.4-6. Find the odd letters/word/numbers from the given 

alternative.
Q.4. (A) World Heart Day (B) World Tourism Day
 (C) World Ozone Day (D) World Animal Day
Q.5. (A) GITR   (B) NEMV
 (C) UPFK         (D) WORD
Q.6. (A) 28917 (B) 12111 (C) 22515 (D) 62535
Q.7.  If Rohit and Arpita are the parent of Sonu and Tony. 

Neha is the sister of Sonu and married to Prashant. 
How is Prashant related to Rohit?

 (A) Daughter-in-law (B) Son-in-law
 (C) Father-in-law  (D) Sister-in-law
Q.8. Arrange the following words into Dictionary order.
 1. Consultation 2. Contains    3. Conduction
 4. Conclusion     5. Confirmation
 (A) 2, 3, 1, 4, 5   (B) 4, 3, 5, 1, 2 
 (C) 2, 1, 3, 5, 4   (D) 2, 3, 1, 5, 4 
Q.9. Which one set of letters when sequentially placed 

at the gaps in given letter series shall complete it?
 ne    e    nev    rne    er          ver
 (A) reenve (B) vreevn (C) vrevne (D) revnev
Q.10.  A men travels 17 km towards west, now turns to 

north and walks 4 km and then 12 km towards south. 
Now turns back and walks 8 km and finally turn to 
right and walks 7 km. How far is he from the start?

 (A) 9 km  (B) 10 km  (C) 12 km  (D) 11 km 
Q.11. Two statements are given which followed by two 

conclusions I and II. You have to consider the two 
statements to be true, even if they seem to be at 
variance from commonly known facts. You have to 
decide which of the given conclusion can definitely 
be drawn from the given statement.

 Statements:   Some dog are donkey.
      No donkey are rat.
 Conclusions: I. Some donkey are rat.
      II. Some donkey are not rat.
 (A) Only I follows.  (B) Only II follows. 
 (C) Both follow.   (D) None follows. 
Q.12. In a certain code language ‘PROVIDE’ is written as 

‘DEIOPRV’ and ‘BIRLA’ is coded as ‘ABILR’. How 
will ‘HEADING’ be written in that code language?

 (A) ADEGHIN  (B) ADEGNIH
 (C) ADENGHI  (D) DEGAHIN 
Q.13. In a certain code language ‘PAINS’ is written as 

‘15917’. How will ‘AGAIN’ be written in that code 
language?

 (A) 59271 (B) 59171 (C) 58471 (D) 57874
Q.14. Three positions of a dice given below. Which number 

is opposite of 2?

 
 (A) 6  (B) 5  (C) 4  (D) 1 
Q.15. Study the following Venn-diagram carefully and 

answer the question given below.

 
 Which of the following represent those players who 

are also boys?
 (A) 21  (B) 27 (C) 26  (D) 20
Q.16.  Which one of the following diagram best depicts the 

relationship among Paper, Copy and Pen?

 

 Rajnath Singh has inaugurated the 6th International Geriatric Orthopaedic Society of India 
Conference.
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Q.17-18.In the questions, select the missing number from 
the given responses.

Q.17. 

 (A) 85  (B) 74 (C) 91  (D) 34

Q.18. 15 9

36 3

8 2

36 5

5 4

? 7

 (A) 17  (B) 24  (C) 25  (D) 19
Q.19-20. A series is given, with one term missing. Choose 

the correct alternative from the given ones that will 
complete the series.

Q.19. 2, 13, 15, 30, 58, ?
 (A) 106  (B) 114 (C) 103  (D) 105
Q.20. 46080, 3840, 384, ?, 8, 2
 (A) 24  (B) 48 (C) 28  (D) 22
Q.21. A word is represented by only set of numbers as 

given in any one of the alternatives. The sets of 
numbers given in the alternative are represented by 
two classes of alphabets as in two matrices given 
below. The columns and rows of Matrix -I are 
numbered from 0 to 4 and that of Matrix -II are 
numbered from 5 to 9.A letter from these matrices 
can be represented first by its row and next by its 
column e.g.’ A’ can be represented by 01,13,etc. and 
‘E’ can be represented by 56,67, etc. Similarly, you 
have to identify the set for the given word. 

                   MATRIX - I  MATRIX - II

 

5   6   7   8   9

5   S  E  H   B   T

6   H  S  E   T   B

7   B  T   S  E   H

8  E   H   T  B  S 

9   T   S  E  H   B

0   1   2   3  4

0   F   A  N  O   I

1   I   O   F   A  N

2   A  N   O  I    F

3  O   F   I   N   A  

4  N   I    A   F  O

 FAST
 (A) 31,20,56,95  (B) 43,02,66,68
 (C) 31,13,96,58  (D) 43,34,89,87
Q.22. Which answer figure will complete the question 

figure?

 Question Figure : 

 

 Answer Figures:

 

       (A)           (B)          (C)          (D)

Q.23. In a row Rakhi is 19th from left corner and Priya 
is 21st from right corner. After sometime when 
they interchange their position respectively then 
the position of Rakhi becomes 13 th from left 
corner.  

 How many persons are there in the row?
 (A) 46  (B) 47 (C) 35  (D) 33
Q.24. How many squares are there in the following figure?

 
 (A) 12  (B) 9 (C) 18  (D) 05
Q.25.  In each question below is given a statement 

followed by two assumptions numbered I and II. 
An Assumption is something supposed or taken 
for granted. You have to consider statement and 
the following assumption and decide which of the 
assumptions is implicit in the statement.

 Statement : Naimish has confessed to his drug 
addiction and he was sent for rehabilitation to the 
US in 1993 due to addiction. 

 Assumptions :  
 I.  Make a name in Bollywood.
 II. To destroy the links with underworld.
 (A) If only assumption I is implicit.
 (B) If only assumption II is implicit.  
 (C) If neither assumption I nor II is implicit.
 (D)  If both assumptions I and II are implicit.

 G20 Education Ministers’ Meeting as well as Joint Ministerial Meeting was held at Mendoza, 
Argentina.
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GENERAL AWARENESS
Q.26. Who has been sworn in as the first female high court 

chief justice in Pakistan?  
 (A) Tahira safdar    (B) Maria Hassan  
 (C) Riffat Qureshi   (D) Asifa ulfah  
Q.27.  Which country is host to the 4th International 

Ayurveda Congress 2018?  
 (A) Belgium    (B) Russia  
 (C) France    (D) Netherland  
Q.28.  Who has been elected as the new chairman of the 

Indian Banks Association?  
 (A) Shyam Srinivasan   (B) Sunil Mehta  
 (C) K.R Ramnath   (D) O.P.Bhatt  
Q.29.  Who of the following Indian as /have received the 

2018 Ramon Magsaysay Award?  
 (A) Deepa Joshi and Nileema Mishra  
 (B) Kulendi Francis and Anshu Gupta  
 (C) Sanjiv Chaturvedi  
 (D) Bharat Vatwani and Sonam Wangchuk  
Q.30.  Which European country has sanctioned Euro 120 

million soft loan to India for National Clear Ganga 
Mission?  

 (A) France    (B) Belgium  
 (C) Germany    (D) Spain  
Q.31.  Which country has taken over the chairman of the 

5th summit of BIMSTEC?  
 (A) Myanmar    (B) Bangladesh  
 (C) India    (D) Sri Lanka  
Q.32.  Which of the following is a non-metal that remains 

liquid at room temperature?  
 (A) Phosphorous    (B) Bromine  
 (C) Chlorine    (D) Helium  
Q.33.  Which of the following is used in pencils?  
 (A) Graphite    (B) Silicon  
 (C) Charcoal    (D) Phosphorous  
Q.34.  Which is used as a moderator in nuclear reactor?  
 (A) Thorium    (B) Graphite  
 (C) Radium    (D) Ordinary water  
Q.35.  Atoms are composed of:  
 (A) Electrons and protons   (B) Electrons only  
 (C) Protons only    (D) Electrons and nuclei  
Q.36.  Plants receive their nutrients mainly from  

 (A) Chlorophyll    (B) Atmosphere  
 (C) Light    (D) Soil  
Q.37.  Photosynthesis takes place faster in  
 (A) Yellow light    (B) White light  
 (C) Red light    (D) Darkness  
Q.38.  O2 released in the process of photosynthesis comes 

from  
 (A) Co2     (B) Water  
 (C) Sugar    (D) Pyruvic acid  
Q.39.  The member of Rajya Sabha are elected by  
 (A) The people  
 (B) Lok Sabha  
 (C) Elected member of the legislative assembly  
 (D) Elected members of the legislative council  
Q.40.  The power to decide an election petition is vested 

in the  
 (A) Parliament    (B) Supreme Court  
 (C) High Court    (D)  Election Commission 
Q.41.  The minimum age required to become a member of 

Rajya Sabha is:  
 (A) 21years    (B) 25 years  
 (C) 30 years    (D) 35 years  
Q.42.  The battle of Plassey was fought in  
 (A) 1757    (B) 1782  
 (C) 1748    (D) 1764  
Q.43.  TRIPITAKAS are sacred books of:  
 (A) Buddhist    (B) Hindus  
 (C) Jains    (D) None  
Q.44.  The Upanishads are:  
 (A) A source of Hindu philosophy  
 (B) Books of ancient Hindus laws  
 (C) Books on social behavior of man  
 (D) Prayers to God  
Q.45.  The percentage of irrigated land in India is about:  
 (A) 45%    (B) 65%   
 (C) 35%    (D) 25%  
Q.46.  The pass located at the southern end of the Nilgiri 

Hills in south India is called:  
 (A) The palghat gap (B) The bhorghat gap  
 (C) The thalgat gas  (D) The Bolan Pass  

 YES Bank has developed a "SIMsePay" solution that will help feature phone users make 
payments even in the absence of an internet network.
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QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE

 Ankur Mittal claimed the men’s double trap gold medal in the ISSF World Championship for 
his career’s biggest triumph.

Q.47.  The central banking functions in India are performed 
by the:  

 (A) Central bank of India   
 (B) Reserve bank of India  
 (C) State bank of India  
 (D) Punjab national bank of India  
Q.48.  ICICI is the name of a  
 (A) Chemical industry (B) Bureau  
 (C) Corporation    (D) Financial Institution  

Q.49.  The first wholly Indian Bank was set up  

 (A) 1794    (B) 1894  

 (C) 1896    (D) 1902  

Q.50.  National expenditure includes:  

 (A) Consumption expenditure  

 (B) Investment expenditure  

 (C) Government expenditure  

 (D) All of the above 

Q.51.  If (6p2 - pq) : (2pq - q2) = 6 : 1 then find p : q
 (A) 1 : 2  (B) 2 : 3 (C) 3 : 4  (D) 3 : 5
Q.52.  P takes 50% more time than Q to complete a work. 

If they complete the work together in 18 days then 
how much time Q will take to complete the work 
alone?

 (A) 30 days   (B) 35 days
 (C) 40 days   (D) 45 days

Q.53.  If  then find the value of 

 (A)   (B)  (C)   (D) 

Q.54.  If tan θ =  and tan φ =  then what is the value 

of cos (θ+ φ)? 

 (A)   (B)  (C)  (D) 

Q.55.  If the diameter of a sphere is increased by 4 m, its 
surface area is increased by 704 m2. What is the 
volume of the original sphere.

 (A)   (B) 3
8887r  m3 

 (C) 3
6591r m3  (D) 3

6915r m3

Q.56.  A man invested  of his capital at 7%,  at 8% 

and the remaining at 10% rate of simple interest. If 

his annual income is Rs. 1683, the principal invested 

was-
 (A) Rs. 18900  (B) Rs. 19900
 (C) Rs. 19800  (D) Rs. 19000
Q.57.  The average of first two numbers is 40, that of the 

next two is 38 and that of the last two is 42. What 
is the value of the first number?

 (A) 48  (B) 44 (C) 40  (D) 36
Q.58.  If p2+q2-2p + 6q + 10 = 0, then the value of (p2+q2) 

is
 (A) 4  (B) 6 (C) 8  (D) 10
Q.59.  Anushika sold an article at a gain of 15%. Had she 

bought it for 25% less and sold it for Rs. 510 less, 
she would have made a profit of 32%. The cost price 
of the article was-

 (A) Rs. 3187.5  (B) Rs. 3178.5
 (C) Rs. 3168.5  (D) Rs. 3177.5

Q.60.  The value of 
( ) ( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( )
o o o

o o o

sin 300 tan 240 sec 590

cos 210 cot 135 cosec 315

−

− −  is

 (A)   (B)  (C)   (D) 

Q.61.  A man rows 2250 m in 2025 seconds against the 

stream and returns in  minutes. Find his rowing 
speed in still water.

 (A) 3 kmph   (B) 4 kmph
 (C) 5 kmph   (D) 6 kmph
Q.62.  A sum of money lent at compound interest amounts 

to Rs. 1460 in 2 years and to Rs. 1597.2 in 3 years. 
The sum of money is -

 (A) Rs. 1200   (B) Rs. 1300
 (C) Rs. 1400   (D) Rs. 1500
Q.63.  Ajay and Vijay enter into partnership with capitals in 

the ratio 5:6. At the end of 8 months Ajay withdraws 
his capital. They received profits in the ratio 5:9. 
Vijay invested the capital for-

 (A) 6 months   (B) 8 months
 (C) 10 months  (D) 12 months
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Q.64.  'O' is the centre of the circle, PQ is a chord of the 
circle, OM⊥PQ. If PQ = 20 cm, OM = cm, 
then radius of the circle is -

 (A) 15 cm   (B) 12 cm
 (C) 10 cm   (D) 11 cm
Q.65.  If the measures of a diagonal and the area of a 

rectangle are  cm and 578 cm2 respectively, 
what is the length of the rectangle?

 (A) 51 cm   (B) 34 cm
 (C) 17 cm   (D) 68 cm
Q.66.  If a triangle with base 8 cm has the same area as 

a circle with radius 8 cm, then the corresponding 
altitude (in cm.) to the base of the triangle is-

 (A) 12 π    (B) 20 π 
 (C) 16 π    (D) 32 π
Q.67.  Find the number of zeros at the end of the product 

2×4×6×...×98×100
 (A) 16    (B) 15
 (C) 14    (D) 12
Q.68.  In the figure given below, AB is parallel to CD. If 

∠DCE = p and ∠ABE = q, then what is ∠CEB equal 
to ?

 

C Dp

A
B
q E

 (A) q-p    (B) (p+q)/2
 (C) (p+q)-(π/2)  (D) p+q-π
Q.69.  In an examination A got 25% marks more than B, 

B got 10% less than C and C got 25% more than D. 
If D got 64% marks out of 500, the marks obtained 
by A were.

 (A) 405    (B) 450
 (C) 360    (D) 400
Q.70.  An article is sold at Rs. x after giving successive 

discounts of 20%, 10% and 5%. What is the value 
of x if marked price of the article is Rs. 900?

 (A) Rs. 616.5   (B) Rs. 651.6
 (C) Rs. 615.6   (D) Rs. 661.6
Q.71.  In a division sum, the divisor is 4 times the quotient 

and twice the remainder. If p and q are the divisor 
and the dividend respectively, then

 (A)   (B)  = 4

 (C)  (D) 

Q.72-75. Study the following pie chart carefully to answer 
the questions that follow.

 Total number of teachers in a state = 28000
 Percentwise distribution of teachers of various subjects

 
Q.72.  What is the respective ratio between the number 

of male teachers who teach Mathematics and the 
number of female teachers who teach Hindi, if the 
respective ratio between male and female teachers 
in these departments are 8: 9 and 45: 46?

 (A) 23:14   (B) 14:23 
 (C) 35:23   (D) 23:35
Q.73.  If 80% of Biology teachers and 35% of Hindi 

teachers are female, then find the number of male 
teachers in both subject. 

 (A) 5516    (B) 5561 
 (C) 5560    (D) 5156
Q.74.  Number of Chemistry teachers who are Ph. D. 

holders is 25% and ratio between male and female 
Ph. D. holders is 3: 4. Find the number of female 
Ph.D. holder teachers.

 (A) 300    (B) 320
 (C) 420    (D) 400
Q.75.  If the percentage of English teachers is increased by 

50% and percentage of Physics teachers is decreased 
by 25%, then number of Physics teachers is what % 
of the number of English teachers now?

 (A)    (B) 24% 

 (C) 16%    (D) 18%
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.76-81. In the following questions, find out either 

synonyms or antonyms.

Q.76. (1) Devastate (2) Repair
 (3) Mock (4) Approve
 (A) 1-2 (B) 2-3
 (C) 3-4 (D) 1-4
Q.77. (1) Cease (2) Calm
 (3) Depth (4) Commence
 (A) 1-2 (B) 2-3
 (C) 3-4 (D) 1-4
Q.78. (1) Verify (2) Defile
 (3) Exempt (4) Release
 (A) 1-2 (B) 2-3
 (C) 3-4 (D) 1-4
Q.79. (1) Blame (2) Bleak
 (3) Baffle (4) Gloomy
 (A) 1-2 (B) 2-3
 (C) 2-4 (D) 1-3
Q.80. (1) Spellbinding (2) Criterion 
 (3) Fragile (4) Measurement
 (A) 1-2 (B) 2-3
 (C) 2-4 (D) 3-4
Q.81. (1) Triumph (2) Outbreak
 (3) Opaque (4) Explosion
 (A) 1-2 (B) 2-3
 (C) 3-4 (D) 2-4
Q.82-86. In the following questions, find out which 

part of a sentence has an error and choose 
your answer  corresponding to the appropriate 
letter (A, B, C)’ If there is no error, choose your 
answer corresponding to (D).

Q.82. Two miles beyond the field (A)/ was seen (B)/ 
hundreds of sheep including some deer. (C)/ No 
error (D)

Q.83. More than (A)/ one idea are (B)/ needed to deal 
with such a situation. (C)/ No error (D)

Q.84. One of the issues (A)/ which was discussed (B)/ in 
the meeting was raised by me. (C)/ No error (D)

Q.85. Now a days (A)/ he is teaching Physics (B)/ because 
the teacher of Physics is absent. (C)/ No error (D)

Q.86. Her beauty (A)/ is (B)/ most unmatched. (C)/ No 
error (D)

Q.87-91. Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the given questions.

 Despite the wealth of examples of urban architecture 
in older cities, both in Europe and in the United 
States solutions to ongoing problems of the 
physical decay of cities in the United States have 
come slowly. The first reaction after the war was to 
bulldoze and build bright new towers and efficient 
roadways, but these solutions did not respond to 
people By the close of the 1960's it became more 
common to deal gently with the' existing' urban 
fabric and to insert new buildings in such a way as 
to complement the physical and social environment; 
in other cases valued buildings have been renovated 
and returned to economic productivity. A particularly 
striking example is the rehabilitation of Ghirardelli 
Square, San Francisco. This, hillside mélange of 
nineteenth-century commercial buildings clustered 
around a chocolate plant, was purchased in 1962 by 
William Roth to forestall wholesale development of 
the waterfront as a district of high-rent apartment 
towers. Nearly all of the nineteenth-century 
buildings were retained and refurbished, and a 
low arcade was added on the waterside. There are 
several levels, dotted with kiosks and fountains, 
which offer varied prospects of San Francisco Bay. 
Perhaps most telling is the preservation of the huge 
Ghirardelli sign as an important landmark; it is such 
improbable, irrational, and cherished idiosyncrasies 
which give cities identity and character.

Q.87.  According to the passage, after the war many of 
the attempts of urban architects failed because

 (A) buildings were not built quickly enough 
 (B) the needs of the urban residents were unnoticed
 (C) new roads required too much space 
 (D) the towering buildings were too tall
Q.88.  The author discusses Ghirardelli Square in order to 

illustrate which of the following procedures?
 (A) The construction of new buildings to conceal 

older structures
 (B) The selective removal of old buildings to 

create space for residential units
 (C) The 'restoration of old buildings to make them 

commercially beneficial.
 (D) The demolition of apartment towers to make 

way for more attractive construction
Q.89.  According to the passage, the Ghirardelli sign was 

preserved because it
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 (A) was designed and built by a famous artist 
 (B) has long-standing importance as a' symbol in 

the community
 (C) is included in an advertising contract with the 

Ghirardelli Chocolate Company 
 (D) is suitable as a vantage point from which to 

view San Francisco Bay 
Q.90.  The sentence "most telling" would still be 

meaningful if replaced by
 (A) the best publicized (B) in greatest demand'
 (C) most debatable (D) most significant 
Q.91.  What is the author's main purpose in writing the 

passage?
 (A) to describe the differences between urban 

architecture in Europe and in the United States
 (B) to describe the most striking features of San 

Francisco's scenic waterfront district
 (C) to describe nineteenth-century buildings in 

twentieth-century cities
 (D) to describe the characteristics of recent 

solutions to urban architectural problems in the 
United States.

Q.92-94. In the following questions sentences are given 
with blanks to be filled in with appropriate 
word(s). Four alternatives are suggested for 
each question. Choose the correct alternative 
out of the four and mark your answer.

Q.92. Various policy documents _______ explicitly and 
implicitly suggested that the government may 
______ foreign aid ______ emergencies.

 (A) branch, watch, on (B) has, look, for
 (C) have, accept, during (D) have, except, with
Q.93. Alliance government’s ________ attitude towards 

foreign-funded NGO activism ____ the country, 
suggests a sense ______ insecurity and paranoia.

 (A) watch-list, making, to (B) adversarial, inn, to 
 (C) adversarial, on, of (D) adversarial, in, of
Q.94. A study from 2011 ________ that 53 per cent of 

energy drinks ______ by adolescents ______ used 
as mixers with alcohol.

 (A) found, review, were
 (B) found, consumed, were
 (C) found, consume, was
 (D) seeking, drink, had
Q.95-96.ln the questions given below, a sentence has 

been given in Active Voice/Passive Voice. Out 
of the four alternatives suggested, select the 

one which best expresses the same sentence in 
Passive/Active Voice and mark your answer.

Q.95. I was annoyed at your behaviour.
 (A) Your behaviour is annoying me.
 (B) Your behaviour has annoyed me.
 (C) Your behaviour annoyed me.
 (D) Your behaviour will annoy me.
Q.96. The book has greatly interested me.
 (A) I have been greatly interested for the book.
 (B) I had been greatly interested in the book.
 (C) I have been greatly interested in the book.
 (D) I was greatly interested in the book.
Q.97 -98.  In the questions given below, a part of the 

sentence is underlined. Below are given 
alternatives to the underlined part at (A), 
(B) and (C) which may improve the sentence. 
Choose the correct alternative. In case no 
improvement is needed your answer is (D).

Q.97.  Hardly had the doctor finished his work than the 
peon informed him of another case.

 (A) when (B) then
 (C) while (D) no improvement
Q.98.  A common person has no right to take a claim on 

his father’s property as he never look after him in 
his old age.

 (A) to make a claim (B) to stake a claim to
 (C) to demand (D) No improvement
Q.99.  In the following questions four alternatives are 

given for the idiom/phrase underlined in the 
sentence. Choose the alternative which best 
expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase and 
mark it as your answer.

 I practiced hard at the dance sessions but the acid 
test will come when the master will assess our solo 
performances.

 (A) Effectiveness of something.
 (B) Seriousness of something
 (C) Hard examination
 (D) Results of something
Q.100.  In the question given below out of the four 

alternatives, choose the one which can be 
substituted for the given sentence and mark it 
as your answer.

 Inserting (something of a different nature) into 
something else-

 (A) Interpolate (B) Introspection
 (C) Itinerant (D) Intestate
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REASONING ABILITY EXPLANATION
Q.1.(D) +7

+5
+3

+1

D N V E E Q A L
+7

+5
+3

+1

F O X G G R C N

Q.2.(B)  42 = 42, 22 = 16 × 4 = 64
 37 = 32, 72 = 9 × 49 = 441
Q.3.(B)  National Sport Day : 29 August
Q.4.(D) Except D, all other days are September's Social 

Events.

 World Heart Day - 29 September
 World Tourism Day - 27 September
 World Ozone Day - 16 September
 World Animal Day - 4 October
Q.5.(D) 

Q.6.(D) 28917 = 289  17  = 172 = 289
 12111 = 121  11  = 112 = 121
 22515 = 225  15  = 152 = 225
 62535 = 625  35  = 352 = 1225
Q.7.(B)

Q.8.(B) 
Q.9.(C) ne  v  e  r  /nev  e  r/ ne  v  er/   n    e  ver
Q.10.(B) 
Q.11.(B) 
Q.12.(A) All letters are written in Alphabetical order (A-Z).

Q.13.(B) 

Q.14.(C)

Q.15.(D) 12+8 = 20
Q.16.(B) 
Q.17.(B) 4×9+7×2 = 36+14=50
 3×8+5×2 = 24+10=34
 7×8+9×2 = 56+18=74
Q.18.(D) 15 × 3 = 45 – 81 = 36
 8 × 5 = 40 – 4 = 36
 5 × 7 = 35 – 16 = 19
Q.19.(C) 2+13+15=30
 13+15+30=58
 15+30+58=103
Q.20.(B) 

Q.21.(D)    Q.22.(A)

Q.23.(D)    Q.24.(D) 
Q.25.(C)

GENERAL AWARENESS EXPLANATION
Q.26.(A) Tahira Safdar is a Pakistani jurist who is currently 

serving as the chief justice of Baluchistan High 
court.

Q.27.(D) The international Ayurveda congress is a joint 
effort of three organisations: the international 

maharishi Ayurveda foundation, the all India 
Ayurvedic Congress and the International 
Academy of Ayurveda

Q.28.(B) Sunil Mehta is the new chairman of Indian Banks 
Association. He is MD and CEO of PN
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Q.29.(D) Established in 1957, the Ramon Magsaysay Award 
is Asia’s highest honour. It is named after the third 
Philippine president.

Q.30.(C) Germany has granted 120 million euro to India 
for National Ganga Mission.

Q.31.(D) 5TH BIMSTEC summit will be held in Sri Lanka. 
The 4th summit was held in Kathmandu In 201

Q.32.(B) Bromine is a non-metal which remains liquid at 
room temperature.

Q.33.(A) Graphite is an allotrope of carbon. It is used in 
pencil.

Q.34.(B) Graphite is used as a moderator in nuclear reactor.
Q.35.(D) An atom consists of electron, proton and neutron.
Q.36.(D) Soil is the main source of nutrient to a plant.
Q.37.(B) Photosynthesis takes place in white light.
Q.38.(B) The oxygen in photosynthesis comes from 

water.
Q.39.(C) The article 80 is related to Rajya Sabha and the 

members in Rajya Sabha is are indirectly elected 
by the members of Vidhan Sabha

Q.40.(D) The Supreme Court has the power to hear all 
election related petitions.

Q.41.(C) Rajya Sabha is elected indirectly and for its 
election 30 years age is require

Q.42.(A) Battle of was fought between EIC and Nawab of 
Bengal on 23rd June 175

Q.43.(A) Tripitikas is related to Buddha dharmtripitikas 
means three baskets.

Q.44.(A) Upanishad is related to Hindu philosophy. They 
are parts of the Vedas.

Q.45.(C) 35% of land in India is irrigated land
Q.46.(A) Palghat gap is in Nilgiri hills. It is the Western 

Ghats between Tamil nadu and kerala
Q.47.(A) All central banking works in India is done by the 

Reserve Bank of Indi
Q.48.(D) ICICI is a financial institution. Icici stands for 

industrial credit and Investment Corporation of India
Q.49.(B) the first complete Indian bank of India was 

established in 189
Q.50.(D) 

QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE EXPLANATION

Q.51.(B)  
2

2
6p pq 6

12pq q
− =
−

 Dividing by q2,

 

2
p p6
q q 6

1p2 1
q

 
−  

=
 

−  

 
26t t 6

2t 1 1
− =
−

 [Let 
p t
q

= ]

 6t2 - t = 12t - 6

 6t2 - 13t + 6 = 0

 6t2 - 9t - 4t + 6 = 0

 3t (2t - 3) - 2 (2t - 3) = 0

 

3 2t ,
2 3

=

 p : q = 3 : 2 or 2 : 3

Q.52.(A) Ratio between time taken by P and Q

 = 3 : 2

 Ratio between efficiency = 2 : 3

 Time taken by B to complete the work alone 

 = 
18 (2 3)

3
× +

 = 30 days

Q.53.(C) 1x 21
x

− =

 we know that,

 

2 21 1x 4 x
x x

   + = + −      

 = 4 + 21 = 25

 
1x
x

+  = 25  = 5

 Now, 

2

2

1x 1
x x 1 x

1x x 1 x 1
x

 + −  − +
=

 + + + +  

 =  
5 1 4 2
5 1 6 3

− = =
+

Q.54.(D) 4tan
3

θ =

 'Hazratganj Chauraha' of Lucknow city will be renamed after former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee as 'Atal Chowk'.
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2

4
tan 43sin 5 51 tan

3

θ
θ = = =

+ θ

 

sin 4 3 3cos
tan 5 4 5

θ
θ = = × =

θ

 

12tan
5

θ =

 

2

12
tan 125sin 13 131 tan

5

θ
θ = = =

+ θ

 
sin 12 5 5cos
tan 13 12 13

θ
θ = = × =

θ

 ( )cos cos cos sin sinθ + φ = θ φ − θ φ

 

3 5 4 12
5 13 5 13

= × − ×

 

15 48
65 65

= −

 

35 7
65 13

−= − =

Q.55.(A) Let radius of the sphere originally be R.

 4π (R+2)2 - 4πR2= 704

 R2 + 4 + 4R - 4R2 = 704 × 
7

4 22×
 4R = 56 - 4

 R = 52/4 = 13

 Required volume

 

4 2197
3

= × π ×

 = 38788 cm
3

π π m3

Q.56.(C) Let the principal invested was Rs. P

 P P 5P7 8 10
3 4 12

× + × + ×  = 1683 × 100

 28P + 24P + 50P = 1200×1683

 P = 
1200 1683

102
×

 = 19800

Q.57.(B) a+b = 80 ----------(1)

 b+c = 76 ----------(2)

 c+a = 84 ----------(3)

 from (1), (2) & (3) we get

 a = 44

Q.58.(D) (p2 - 2p + 1) + (q2 + 6q + 9) = 0

 (p - 1)2 + (q + 3)2 = 0

 ∴ p - 1 = 0 and q + 3 = 0

 p = 1 and q = -3

 Now,

 p2 + q2 = 12 + (-3)2

 = 1 + 9 = 10

Q.59.(A)         C.P.           S.P.           Profit%

 Case-I    100           115            15

 Case-II    75            99              32

 Difference (115 - 99) = 510

 16 = 510

 1 = 31.875

 100 = 3187.5

Q.60.(B) 
( ) ( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( )
o o o

o o o

sin 300 tan 240 sec 570

cos 210 cot 135 cos ec 315

−

− −

 = ( ) ( ) ( )
( )

o o o o o

o o o o

sin 360 60 tan 180 60 sec 570

cos 180 30 cot135 cos ec315

− +

   + − −   

 = 
( )

( ) ( )
o o o o

o o o o o

sin 60 tan 60 sec 360 210

cos30 cot 90 45 cos ec 360 45

− +

   − − + − −   

 = 
o

o o

3 . 3.sec 210
2

3 . tan 45 .cos ec45
2

−

 −  

 = 

3 23 22 3 3
3 31 2

2

− −× ×
= − ×

− × ×

   = – 2  

Q.61.(C) Speed upstream = 
2250
2025

18
5

×  = 4
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 Speed downstream = 
2250 2250
1 135022 60
2

=
×

18
5

×  

        = 6

 Speed in still water =
6 4

2
+

= 5kmph

Q.62.(A) Rate of interest

 = (1597.2 1452) 100
1452
− ×

 P = 
100 1001452 1200
110 110

× × =

Q.63.(D) Equivalent ratio between capitals= (5×8:6×x)k

 According to question

 

5k 8 5
6k x 9

× =
×

 x = 
40 9
6 5

×
×

 x = 12

Q.64.(B) 

O

P M Q

 In ∆OMP

 OP2 = PM2 + OM2

 OP2 = 102 + 44 

 OP = 144
 OP = 12 cm

Q.65.(B) l2 + b2 = 1445 -----------------(1)

 lb = 578 -----------------(2)

 l + b = 2601  = 51 --------------(3)

 l - b = 289  = 17  --------------(4)

 from (3) & (4)

 l = 34

Q.66.(C) According to question

 
21 8 h (8)

2
× × = π ×

 h 16= π

Q.67.(D) 2×4×6×8×------×98×100

 = 2×1×2×2×2×3×2×4×------×2×49×2×50

 = 250 (1×2×3×4×--------×50)

 No. of zeros = 2+10

               = 12

Q.68.(D) 

 AM II CD

 ∠DCM = ∠BMC = p (alternate angles)

 ∠EBM = π - q

 Also,

 ∠MBE + ∠MEB = ∠CMB

 π  - q + ∠MEB = p

 ∠MEB = p + q - π

Q.69.(B) Marks of D = 500
64

100
×

             = 320

 Marks of A

  = 125 90 125
320

100 100 100
× × ×

  = 450

Q.70.(C) Required Selling Price

  = 
80 90 95

900
100 100 100

× × ×

  = 615.6

Q.71.(D) Divisor = 4 × quotient = 2 × remainder

 According to the question

 
p pq p
4 2

= × +

 
24q p 2p= +

 

( )p p 2
4

q
+

=
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE EXPLANATION
Q.76.(A) Devastate means to Destroy and  repair means 

to protect or improve. Mock means to make 
fun of someone.

Q.77.(D) Cease means to stop or stop existing so antonym 
is commence or start. Calm means stillness.

Q.78.(C) Exempt means to release or set free,  verify 
means to prove, Defile means to contaminate.

Q.79.(C) Bleak means Dim and gloomy also means the 
same, Blame means Accused, Baffle means to 
confuse.

Q.80.(C) Criterion and measurement means test or 
standard, spellbinding means facinating, 
fragile means breakable.

Q.81.(D) Outbreak means erruption or explosion, 
Triumph means to win, opaque means shady 
or through which light could not pass.

Q.82.(B) 'were' should replace was because 'hundred of 
sheep  is plural and not the field.

Q.83.(B) 'is' should replace 'are' because more than takes 
a singular noun and a singular verb.

Q.84.(B) 'were' should replace was because the subject of 
the verb is issues which is plural.

Q.85.(D) No error

Q.86.(C) Remove most because unmatched does not take 
more or most before it.

Q.87.(B)  

Q.88.(C)  

Q.89.(B)

Q.90.(D)

Q.91.(D)

Q.92.(C) have, accept, during

Q.93.(D) adversarial, in, of

Q.94.(B) found, consumed, were

Q.95.(C) 

Q.96.(C) 

Q.97.(A) ‘hardly…….when’ is a correct pair.

Q.98.(B) to stake a claim to, stake a claim is the correct 
structure.

Q.99.(A)  

Q.100.(A)  For other options:

 intestate (adj.)- not having made a will before one 
dies.

 Itinerant (adj.)- travelling, peripatetic, wandering.

 Introspection (noun)- brooding, self-analysis, 
soul-searching.

Q.72.(B) Number of male teachers who teaches Mathematics

 = 8 1728000
17 100

× × = 2240

 Number of female teachers who teaches 
Mathematics

 = 46 2628000
91 100

× × = 3680

 Required ratio 

 = 2240 : 3680 = 14 : 23

Q.73.(A) Required number of male teachers in the given 
departments

 = 20 14 28000 65 26 28000
10000 10000

× × × ×+

 = 784 + 4732 = 5516

Q.74.(D) Number of Ph. D. holder Chemistry teachers

 = 
10 2528000

100 100
× × =700

 Number of females 

 = 
700 4

7
×

=400

Q.75.(C) New Number of English teachers

 = 
150 2528000
100 100

× × =10500

 New Number of Physics teachers

 =
75 828000

100 100
× × =1680

 Required %

 = 
1680 100
10500

× = 16%

 Noted Odia poet Satrughna Pandav will be honoured with the prestigious 'Sarala Puraskar' for 
his poetry collection 'Misra Dhrupad'.








