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Dear Aspirants,

We are pleased to present to you the 'May 2018' Edition of our very own 'Masters in Current Affairs'. This magazine 
is a platform where you get all the exam related information at a single place. It is designed especially for the 
forthcoming examinations.  Its regular sections such as News Maker, News Diary, One liners etc. cover each and 
every news in detail which is important for examinations. Rest of the news are covered in 'Chalte - Chalte' i.e. one-
liner news, which you can find at the bottom of each page.

This month, we all had a great humanitarian loss with the death of Stephen Hawking. He was a great scientist and 
was a person with full of inspirations. We need to learn a lot from his life. It is astonished that how a physically 
disabled person can change our approach towards life. Under the article ' Stephen Hawking 1942-2018' we are 
trying to cover all the important facts about him.

Recently we have seen invoking of emergency in Sri Lanka. It is one of our neighboring nation which is 
strategically important to us. Hence it is imperative to know the details of the emergency.  It is covered 
under the article ' Emergency in Sri Lanka'. Here we are not only providing you with the reasons for 
the emergency but we are also discussing the Indo-Sri Lanka relationships. 

On the occasion of 'International Women's Day,' we all had witnessed various new initiative and 
programs which are especially focused on women's empowerment. In this edition, we have covered 
Five different schemes which are launched by the government for the empowerment of women. 
All these schemes are covered in 'Government schemes for Women Empowerment.

We hope that this edition will help you in fostering your knowledge.

 With Best Wishes
 Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.                                                                                   

  

     “Your Success is Our Success”

Gratitude

With Best Wishes
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.

Editorial
"However difficult life may seem. 

There is always something you can do and succeed at,  
It matters that you don't just give up."

         - Stephen Hawking
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Uttar Pradesh's Khadi and Village Industries Board signed a pact with Amazon India to facilitate 

online selling of Khadi products.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Navratan

Mother’s Name :  Kamlesh Singh

Hobbies  : Watching Football Matches, Playing Cricket and

    Watching Movies

Prior Selection  : This is my first selection

Name of the Exam : State Bank of India

Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 3970114446

Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : PDH 0271495405

Vivek Kumar

MICA : Mahendra's family expresses 
its heartiest congratulations 
on your success.

VIVEK : Thank You so much.
MICA : To whom do you want 

to give the credit of your 
selection?

VIVEK : To all the teachers, my 
fellow candidates, my 
family members and 
most importantly all the 
books, study materials and 
the faculty members of 
Mahendra's.

MICA : After how many attempts did 
you succeed in examination?

VIVEK : 2 Attempts (IBPS PO Mains 
2016, IBPS Clerk 2016)

MICA : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in your 
selection?

VIVEK : Yes Mahendra's helped 
me in every aspect of the 
competition. Especially in the 
interviews and G.D. mocks.. 

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
examination?

VIVEK :
English Language

This section can only be improved 
through regular practice. Hence I 

practiced daily through Mock tests.
Reasoning Ability & Computers
Mahendra's Study material and Online 

Mock tests helped me a lot in this section.
Data Interpretation 

I practiced from a lots of books 
especially from the practice books 

provided by the institution.              
General Awareness

For this section I read 'The Hindu' on 
Daily basis. 

MICA : How about “Master in 
Current Affairs” Magazine 
and Mahendra Guru Website?

VIVEK :  The website and Magazine 
both are really helpful. 

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

VIVEK : The best thing about this 
institution is the real-time 
exam interface during 
ST's and the availability of 
faculties to clear the doubts.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s success?

VIVEK : Well success comes with 
time, one should respect the 
time and utilize it accordingly. 

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
Interview?

VIVEK : I prepared for the Interviews 
through the G.D. Classes 
and mock interview sessions 
organized by Mahendra's. 

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

VIVEK : The interview board was 
supportive and frank and 
the  questions asked were 
mainly from the personal 
information given in the bio 
data. 

The questions asked were:
(I) Questions about my graduation 

(B.tech)?
(II) RBI and basic banking questions?
(III) Situation based questions like 

what I will do if I have to stay in 
a rural area for 5 years or more?  

(IV) Hobby related questions, mine 
was cricket so questions about 
the game and its rules?

(V) Importance of career/family/
money in my life. 

MICA : By whom did you get 
information of your selection 
and what was your reaction?

VIVEK :  I received the information 
through the whatsapp group 
of my fellow candidate and I 
was happy and shocked to be 
frank at the same time. 

MICA : What message do you want 
to convey to other aspirants?

VIVEK : Work Hard and work smartly 
and most importantly never 
give up. All the best.

MICA : Congratulations once again 
on your success. Your 
success is our success.

VIVEK : Thank You Mahendra's for 
guiding me to Success.
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ONE Liner
PERSON IN NEWS

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

 # Who has been appointed as the governor of Madhya 
Pradesh? w Anandiben Patel

 # Who has been recently been appointed as the Executive 
Director (Projects) at NTPC?      
 w Sushant Kumar Roy

 # Who has been recently appointed as the Director of 
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC)?   
 w S Somanath

 # Who has been appointed as the Director of ISRO’s 
Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC).  
 w Dr V Narayanan

 # Who has sworn in as the 16th Chairman of the Federal 
Reserve? w Jerome Powell

 # Sudeep Lakhtakia recently took charge as the Director 
General (DG) of National Security Guard (NSG). 
Whom did he succeeded? w S P Singh

 # Who has been recently appointed as the Chief 
Executive officer of Nuclear Fuel Complex (NFC)? 
 w Dinesh Srivastava

 # Who has sworn-in as new Chief Justice of the High 
Court of Manipur?   w Abhilasha Kumari

 # Cyril Ramaphosa has been sworn in as the new 
President of which nation? w South Africa 

 # Who has been recently elected as the new president of 
Sahitya Akademi? w Chandrashekhara 
     Kambara

 # According to ADR report on current Chief Ministers 
of India, which CM is the wealthiest with the highest 
number of declared assets against his name?  
 w Chandrababu Naidu

 # Which Chief Minister was found to be the poorest 
among all the current CMs in the ADR report?  
 w Manik Sarkar 

 # Who has been appointed as India's new Ambassador to 
Brazil? w Ashok Das

AWARDS

Technology giant Google has launched a new payments app called Google Pay.

 # DHARMA is a recently launched web tool. What is its 
objective? w To Digitize all dam  
     related data

 # Which ministry has recently announced to launch Stree 
Swabhiman Initiative? w Ministry of    
     Electronics and  
     Information Tech.

 # Name the recently inaugurated high performance 
computer system (HPC) or supercomputer.  
 w Mihir

 # Who has inaugurated the High Performance Computer 
(HPC) System named ‘Mihir’ at the National Centre 
for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF) 
at Noida? w Dr. Harsh Vardhan 

 # Who has laid the foundation stone of Rhodendron 
Park in Tawang district? w Pema Khandu

 # Which state's government has recently launched the 
DASTAK campaign to eradicate Japanese Encephalitis? 
 w Uttar Pradesh 

 # Which Union Minister launched the National 
Deworming Initiative in Gurugram?   
 w J P Nadda

 # Which is the online security campaign launched by 
Google India recently? w #SecurityCheckKiya

 # Who has been honoured with the 2018 Sahitya 
Akademi Bhasha Samman award?   
 w Shesh Anand   
     Madhukar

 # The Outstanding Parliamentarian award for the year 
2017 went to which Member of Parliament?  
 w Bhartruhari Mahatab

 # Cultural extravaganza “2018 Bharat Parv” was 
organised at which Indian monument?   
 w Red Fort 
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NATIONAL & STATE

Renowned cardiologist and Padma Vibhushan awardee Dr BK Goyal passed away. 

 # With which Finance bank LIC has signed an MoU 
to offer Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana 
(PMJJBY). w AU Small Finance  
     Bank

 # Who has partnered with DP World to create an investment 
platform in India. w NIIF 

 # According to a report by World Steel Association (WSA), 
India has overtaken US to become the world’s _____ 
largest steel producer in 2017. w Third

 # Which State Government has launched Zero Budget 
Natural Farming (ZBNF) project to promote organic 
farming? w Himachal Pradesh

 # India Energy Congress 2018 was recently held in 
which city? w Mumbai

 # In which city 32nd Surajkund International Crafts 
Mela was held recently? w Faridabad

 # In which city Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 
and Pfizer will set up a Centre to combat antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR)? w New Delhi

 # Which State has topped the overall medal tally in first 
Khelo India School Games? w Haryana

 # With which institution,  Google has signed a pact 
to integrate a course on ‘Digital Citizenship and 
Safety’? w NCERT

 # The Supreme Court recently announced its verdict on 
the dispute between states over which river’s water? 
 w Mahanadi 

 # Which city hosted the World Sustainable Development 
Summit 2018? w New Delhi

 # Which state government has recently banned the sale of 
loose cigarettes in the state? w Bihar

 # Mobile Democracy Vans have been deployed in which 
state to create voter awareness?   
 w Meghalaya

 # Which large state has been ranked at the top in NITI 
Aayog’s Health Index? w Kerala

 # Among the Union Territories, which one faired the 
best in NITI Aayog’s 'Healthy States, Progressive 
India' report? w Chandigarh

 # Which state’s government has approved a proposal to 
provide sanitary napkins at a subsidised rate of Rs 5 to 
women living in rural areas? w Maharashtra

 # The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) 
recently signed a project agreement with World Bank 
for Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) for which river? 
 w Ganga

 # Which city has launched India's largest floating 
treatment wetland (FTW)? w    Hyderabad

 # Which state cabinet has approved 'one district, one 
product' scheme? w Uttar Pradesh

 # Nanaji Deshmukh Krishi Sanjivani Yojna was recently 
launched in which state? w Maharashtra

 # The purpose of Nanaji Deshmukh Krishi Sanjivani 
Yojna is to promote-   w Climate-resilient  
     agriculture

 # Which state government has signed a $120 million 
Loan Agreement with the World Bank Board to 
improve water supply services in peri-urban areas of 
the state?   w Uttarakhand

 # In which state, Chief Minister-gi Hakshelgi Tengbang 
(CMHT) scheme was launched recently?  
 w Manipur

 # Telangana recently signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with Clean Authority of Tokyo 
for cooperation in which field?          
 w Solid waste   
     incineration

 # Which city has recently became the first metro city in India 
to get floating market? w Kolkata

 # The floating market in Kolkata is located on which 
lake? w Patuli

 # ‘Shakti’ app was recently launched in which state? 
 w Himachal Pradesh

 # Which organisation has developed the ‘Shakti’ app?    
 w National Informatics  
        Centre (NIC)

 # Which state's government has recently launched 
Mahatma Gandhi Sarbat Vikas Yojna (MGSVY)?    
 w Punjab Government

 # Government has inked $100 million Loan Agreement 
with World Bank to boost the agriculture of which 
state? w Tamil Nadu

 # Foundation stone for Central Research Institute (CRI) 
was recently laid in which city?   
 w Jaipur

 # International Dam Safety Conference was recently 
held in which city? w Thiruvananthapuram

 # In which year Pulse Polio Immunization (PPI) Program 
was initiated in India? w 1992 
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 # Which country has imposed a ban on Google for anti-
trust setbacks before India? w    European Union and  
    Russia 

 # Where is the headquarters of Global Centre for 
Cybersecurity is situated? w Geneva

 # In which fields MoU's were signed between India and 
Vietnam? w Space, Information  
        and broadcasting

 # What is the capital of Vietnam?           
 w Hanoi

 # Recently ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit 
was held in New Delhi. What was the theme of this 
summit? w Shared Values,   
     Common Destiny

 # Where is the headquarter of ASEAN situated?                    
 w Jakarta, Indonesia

 # India has recently joined Ashgabat Agreement. 
Ashgabat is the capital of which country?  
 w Turkmenistan

 # Name the guest of honor country in the National 
Heritage Festival of Saudi Arabia.     
 w India

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently visited 
Palestine. Who is the President of Palestine?   
 w Mahmoud Abbas

 # With which country India has organised a six day-long 
military exercise 'VINBAX' in Madhya Pradesh?       
 w Vietnam

 # Which nation is the latest to withdraw from the UN 
refugee programme? w Tanzania 

 # Gevora, the world’s tallest hotel has been recently 
inaugurated in which country?     
 w USA

 # Which nation has agreed to allow Indian pilgrims to 
undertake Mansarovar yatra through Nathu La?  
 w China

 # Union Cabinet was apprised of an MoU signed 
between India and which country for cooperation on 
Youth matters? w Tunisia

 # India recently contributed how much additional 
amount to the UN Development Partnership Fund? 
 w $1 mn

 # Which country was the partner country at the 32nd 
Surajkund International Crafts Mela?   
 w Kyrgyzstan 

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL AWARENESS

Telangana government has partnered with Nasscom to set up a Center of Excellence 
for Data Science and Artificial Intelligence.

 # A new Scheme ‘‘Operation Greens’’ was announced 
in Union Budget 2018. It will be launched to address 
which issue? w Price Fluctuation of  
     certain vegetables

 # Which commodity is termed as 'Green Gold' in Budget 
2018-19? w Bamboo

 # How much amount is allocated to Ministry of Food 
Processing in Union Budget 2018-19?   
 w Rs.1400 crore

 # In the Union Budget 2018-19, Loans to Women Self 
Help Groups has increased to ___in 2019 from 42,500 
crore last year. w Rs 75000 crore

 # Saubahagya Yojana is related to which field?  
 w  Free electricity  
      connection

 # As per Union Budget 2018-19, Ekalavya Residential 
School will be established by 2022. It will be 
established for which community?   
 w Schedule Tribes

 # National Health Protection Scheme will cover over ___ 
poor and vulnerable families. w 10 crore

 # National Health Protection Scheme will provide 
coverage up to ________per family per year.   
 w 5 lakh rupees

 # The Government In Union Budget 2018-19, has 
announced to allocate additional _____ to provide 
nutritional support to all TB patients.   
 w Rs.600 crore

 # As per the Union Budget 2018-19, How many new 
Government Medical Colleges and Hospitals will be 
set up by upgrading existing district hospitals in the 
country. w 24

 # How much amount has been proposed for the textiles 
sector in union budget 2018-19.

 w Rs.7148 crore
 # For the implementation of which among the following 

scheme Indian Overseas Bank signed an MOU with 
National Housing Bank? w Rural Housing   
     Interest Subsidy  
     Scheme

 # What is the Tagline of Indian Overseas Bank?  
    w Good People to   
     grow with

 # World Economic Outlook has projected India's growth 
at ____ of its gross domestic product (GDP) in 2018.        
 w 7.4% 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUSSPORTS

RBI has constituted an Expert panel which will investigate the reasons for the growing fraud in 
banks and also suggest ways to prevent it.

 # National Immunization Day in India is celebrated on 
which date ? w 28 January

 # India was ranked at the _____ among emerging 
economies on an Inclusive Development Index.   
 w 62nd 

 # World Economic Outlook is released by ___?  
 w International  
     Monetary Fund

 # What is India's rank at Environmental Performance 
Index (EPI) – 2018?    w 177

 # What is the Name of a eight-year-old Indian-origin 
schoolgirl who has entered the UK's 'Mathletics Hall 
of Fame'? w Sohini Roy   
     Chowdhury

 # What is India's rank in the annual ranking of Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified 
buildings. w 3rd

 # Who has released the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) certified buildings 
rankings? w US Green Building  
     Council

 # What is India's rank in Inclusive Development Index 
(IDI-2018)?     w 62nd

 # According to Inclusive Development Index (IDI-
2018), which country is world’s most inclusive 
advanced economy? w Lithuania

 # Name the Indian-origin boy who became youngest 
applicant in decade to achieve highest score in Mensa 
IQ test.       w Mehul Garg

 # Name the indigenously developed intermediate range 
surface-to-surface, single-stage missile.    
 w Agni-1

 # Who has developed Agni-1 missile?    
 w ISRO

 # 'Airpocalypse' is an air pollution measurement report. 
Name the organisation who releases this report.     
 w Greenpeace India

 # According to the second edition of annual report 
'Airpocalypse', Which State is the India’s most 
polluted state?          w Uttar Pradesh

 # What is the Name of third Scorpene class submarine 
which is recently launched by Indian Navy?  
 w Karanj

 # Which wildlife sanctuary has been approved by 
Maharashtra Government recently?   
 w Ghodazari

 # India has overtaken which country to become the 
world’s third largest steel producer in 2017?  
 w US

 # CriSidEx is India’s first MSE Sentiment Index. It is 
launched by __? w SIDBI & Crisil

 # Development Impact Bond (DIB) is related to which 
field? w Education

 # Who has launched the Development Impact Bond 
(DIB)? w Britain’s Prince  
        Charles

 # Competition Commission of India (CCI) has imposed a 
fine of Rs ____ on Google for unfair business practices 
for online search in India. w 136 Crore

 # The Union Cabinet approved signing of a protocol to 
amend the double taxation avoidance agreement between 
India and which country? w China

 # Who has been honoured with the Life Time 
Achievement Award by Badminton Association of 
India (BAI)? w Prakash Padukone

 # Who has launched the first Khelo India School Games 
at Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New Delhi?        
 w Narendra Modi

 # Who has been appointed as the Director General (DG) 
of the Sports Authority of India (SAI)?             
 w Neelam Kapoor

 # Who has won Gold medal in India Open boxing 
tournament in New Delhi? w MC Mary Kom

 # Mahendra Singh Dhoni has become the _______
wicketkeeper to effect 400 dismissals in One Day 
Internationals. w Fourth

 # What is the Rank of India in latest FIFA Ranking? 
 w 99

 # Rotavac became first Indigenously developed vaccine 
from India to be pre-qualified by World Health 
Organisation (WHO). It is related to which disease? 
 w Diarrhoea

 # Recently a small population of fish that walk along the 
seabed is discovered in Tasmania. Where is Tasmania 
situated? w Australia 

 # In which bird sanctuary ‘Pelican Bird Festival-2018’ 
was held recently? w Atapaka Bird   
     Sanctuary
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India will host the global World Environment Day celebrations on 5 June 2018. The theme for 

this year is 'Beat Plastic Pollution'.

ABBREVATIONS IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY BOOKS & AUTHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Letter of undertaking (LoU)
This is a bank guarantee that enables 
a bank’s customer to raise short-term 
credit from another Indian bank’s foreign 
branch. It has to be another Indian bank.

When an importer goes to a bank to 
ask for such a guarantee, one of two 
things happens. One, the bank asks 
him for collateral before it gives a 
guarantee. Second, the bank sanctions 
a credit limit.

Letter of Comfort
A letter from a company that tells a 
bank that it supports a request for a loan 
made by one of its subsidiary companies 
(one of the companies that it owns).

Letter of credit
A letter of credit is a document from a 
bank that guarantees payment.

A letter of credit (LC) also known as 
a Documentary Credit, is a written 
commitment by a bank on behalf of a 
buyer that payment be made to a seller 
provided that the terms and conditions 
stated therein have been met.

A letter of credit is more secure because 
it has the details of the purchase by 
the importer, date of issue, expiry 
date, the material purchase and other 
transaction details.

May 01 International Labour Day
May 03 Press Freedom Day/World Ashthma Day

May 05 World Athletics Day

May 08 World Red Cross Day

May 12 International Nurses Day

May 20 World Meteorology Day
May 21 Anti Terrorism Day

May 22 National Maritime Day

May 31 World No Tobacco Day

EPFO  :  Employees Provident Fund Organisation
IOCL  :  Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
UNDP  :  United Nations Development Programme
CII  :  Confederation of Indian Industry
NCAER : National Council of Applied Economic 

Research
CAGR  :  Compound Annual Growth Rate
AWBI  :  Animal Welfare Board of India
NTCPWC : National Technology Centre for Ports, 

Waterways and Coasts

IMPERFECT

ONLY CHILD

SANTRO :
THE CAR THAT BUILT 

A COMPANY

BALLOT :
TEN EPISODES THAT HAvE 

SHAPED INDIA’S DEMOCRACY

A CENTURY IS NOT 
ENOUGH

:- Sanjay Manjarekar

:- Sourav Ganguly

:- Rita Chowdhury

:- B.V.R.Subbu

:- Rhiannon Navin
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Krishna Kumari Kohli Antony Dominic Conrad Sangma

Krishna Kumari Kolhi (39) from 
Sindh province in Pakistan 

became first-ever Dalit Hindu woman 
to get elected as Senator, member 
of upper house (Senate) of Muslim-
majority country.
She won the election for the reserved 
seat for women from Sindh province.  
She is a member of Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari-led Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP).  Her election represents major 
milestone for women and minority 
rights in Pakistan. Earlier, PPP had 
elected first Hindu woman named 
Ratna Bhagwandas Chawla as senator.
She belongs to remote village in 
Nagarparkar district of Thar in Sindh 
province of Pakistan. 
She had joined PPP as social activist 
along with her brother, who was later 
elected as Chairman of Union Council 
Berano. She has actively participated 
and worked for  rights of downtrodden 
people of marginalised communities 
living in Thar and other areas.

Acting Chief Justice of the Kerala 
High Court Antony Dominic 

was sworn in as the Chief Justice of 
Kerala.
Justice Dominic administered the 
Oath of Office from Kerala Governor 
P. Sadasivam in the presence of 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan at 
Raj Bhavan, Kerala. The state Chief 
Secretary Paul Antony read out the 
Presidential order appointing Justice 
Dominic as the Chief Justice.
With this, Justice Dominic became 
the first Keralite to occupy the post 
of Chief Justice of Kerala in 17 years. 
The last Keralite who occupied the 
top post was Justice KK Usha, who 
served the court in the year 2001.
Justice Dominic is a native of 
Ponkunnam near Kanjirapally in 
Kottayam district. He became an 
additional judge of the Kerala High 
Court in 2007 and within a year, he 
was elevated as permanent judge of 
the High Court of Kerala.

Conrad Sangma, the President of 
National People's Party (NPP), 

was sworn-in as the 12th Chief 
Minister of Meghalaya. Sangma is 
the youngest son of former Lok Sabha 
Speaker late PA Sangma.
He was administered the oath of 
office and secrecy by Meghalaya 
Governor Ganga Prasad at a function 
in Shillong. Despite Congress 
winning the largest number of seats in 
the state, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and the National People's Party (NPP) 
are set to rule Meghalaya.
Conrad took over the reins of the 
NPP after the death of his father PA 
Sangma, former Lok Sabha speaker, 
in 2016. He is a Lok Sabha MP from 
the Tura parliamentary constituency 
in Meghalaya. In 2008, Conrad 
became the youngest Finance Minister 
of Meghalaya, under a UDP- led 
government. Later, he held the post of 
‘leader of opposition’ in the Meghalaya 
legislative assembly from 2009 to 2013.

Senior Indian-origin Scotland Yard officer Neil Basu became first person of Asian heritage to 
be appointed as Counterterrorism Chief. He will take charge as Scotland Yard’s National 

Lead for Counter Terrorism (CT) and Head of Met Police’s Specialist Operations.
Basu will replace Mark Rowley, Met assistant commissioner who has been in charge 
of counterterrorism unit since June 2014 and had resigned recently. He is currently 
Metropolitan Police Deputy Assistant Commissioner and will be promoted to rank of 
Assistant Commissioner for Specialist Operations. Basu’s father is of Indian origin.
Scotland Yard  is metonym for headquarters of Metropolitan Police Service (MPS), 
the territorial police force responsible for policing most of London. The first MPS was 
opened on 6 October 1829 on street called Great Scotland Yard, at rear of 4 Whitehall 
Place. Now, Scotland Yard building is owned by Indian billionaire Yusuff Ali M.A, 
chairman of Lulu Group International.

Neil Basu
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Nepal’s first woman President 
Bidya Devi Bhandari (56) was 

re-elected for second term in office. In 
the presidential election, she defeated 
Nepali Congress (NC) leader Kumari 
Laxmi Rai with overwhelming 
majority.  Bhandari was elected with 
more than a two-thirds majority 
after she secured 39,275 votes while 
the Nepali Congress’s Rai garnered 
11,730 votes.

Background

President of Nepal is ceremonial head 
of state, under the new Republican 
Federal Constitution of Nepal. The 
electoral college for presidential 
election comprised of members of 
Parliament and Provincial Assemblies. 
Bhandari’s nomination for re-election 
was backed by ruling Left alliance 
of CPN-UML and CPN (Maoist 
Centre), Sanghiya Samajbai Forum-
Nepal and other fringe parties. ith 
148 lawmakers in Federal Parliament 
and 243 in Provincial Assemblies, the 
CPN-UML commanded total vote 
of 23,356. Opposition NC having 
76 seats in parliament and 113 in 
provincial assemblies, had total votes 
of 11,428.

She was first elected president in 
2015, shortly after Nepal’s post-war 
constitution was passed, which carves 
out one-third of seats in parliament 
for woman and mandates that either 
the president or vice president must 
be a woman.

Xi Jinping was reappointed as 
China's president with no limit 

on the number of terms he can serve. 
The National People's Congress, 
China's rubber-stamp legislature, also 
appointed close Xi ally Wang Qishan 
to the formerly ceremonial post of vice 
president. Xi, 64, is considered the 
most powerful Chinese leader since 
Mao Zedong and was given the right to 
continue in office indefinitely after the 
legislature scrapped term limits for the 
president and vice president. 
Chinese officials defended the move 
saying it would bring the presidency in-
line with Xi's other two main positons 
of head of the ruling Communist Party 
and commander of the armed forces. 
Xi took office as president in 2013 
and hasn't said how many additional 
five-year terms he intends to serve. 
State media has said the removal of 
term limits will not alter conditions 
for retirement or create a president in 
perpetuity, but has offered no details. 
Xi is expected to expand his years long 
campaign against corruption within 
the party to include all state employees 
through the creation of a new National 
Supervisory Commission, while 
continuing to pursue a muscular foreign 
policy and policies to upgrade the slowing 
economy. Economic growth and social 
stability have allowed Xi to amend the 
constitution and carry out other moves 
that once seemed highly contentious, 
said Kerry Brown, professor of Chinese 
Studies and director of the Lau China 
Institute at King's College, London.

Neiphiu Rio Bidya Devi Bhandari Xi Jinping

Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) leader Neiphiu 

Rio was sworn in as Nagaland chief 
minister by governor P.B. Acharya.
This is Rio’s fourth time as the chief 
minister of the northeastern state. Rio 
is heading the ‘People’s Democratic 
Alliance’ government in partnership 
with the BJP in the state. Rio has also 
served as Chief Minister for three 
separate terms (2003–08, 2008–13 
and 2013–14), making him the only 
Nagaland Chief Minister to have 
served three consecutive terms.
Rio was first elected to Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly on a Congress 
(I) candidate from the Northern 
Angami-II constituency in 1989. Later, 
he was appointed as the Minister for 
Sports and School Education, and then 
as Minister for Higher & Technical 
Education and Art & Culture.
Rio later served as Chairman, Nagaland 
Khadi & Village Industries Board, 
Nagaland Industrial Development 
Corporation, and Development 
Authority of Nagaland. In 1993, Rio 
was once again elected to the state 
legislative assembly from the same 
Constituency in 1993 as Congress (I) 
candidate and appointed as Minister 
for Works & Housing. Rio made his 
foray into politics at a young age. He 
was the president of Kohima District 
United Democratic Front Youth Wing 
in 1974, chairman of the Northern 
Angami Area Council in 1984 and 
also an honorary vice president of the 
Indian Red Cross Society in Nagaland.
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Pritzker Architecture Prize

Nari Shakti Puraskar 2017

Balkrishna Doshi is the newest winner of the Pritzker Architecture Prize, 
known as the Nobel for architects. He has built more than a hundred 

buildings that reflect his investment in local materials, social change and the 
environment. He is the first Indian to receive the award.
About the Prize: The international prize, which is awarded each year 
to a living architect/s for significant achievement, was established 
by the Pritzker family of Chicago through their Hyatt Foundation in 
1979. It is granted annually and is often referred to as “architecture’s 
Nobel” and “the profession’s highest honor.” The award consists of 
$100,000 (US) and a bronze medallion. The award is conferred on 
the laureate/s at a ceremony held at an architecturally significant site 
throughout the world.

The Acting Chief Justice of Delhi High Court, Justice Gita 
Mittal is conferred with the ‘Nari Shakti Puraskar 2017’ 

by the Ministry of Women and Child Development.
The award is known as India’s highest civilian honour for 
women. Mittal is the first woman from the field of law and 
justice to be conferred the prestigious award. She is known to 
have introduced many welcome changes in the functioning of 
the Delhi High Court, ever since she took over as the Acting 
Chief Justice of the court after the retirement of Justice G 
Rohini in April 2017.
Nari Shakti Award
These awards are national honours conferred on individual women for their exceptional achievement and exemplary 
service to the cause of upliftment of women.
Established in 1991, the awards are conferred by the President of India on the occasion of International Women's Day on 
March 8 every year at New Delhi.
They aim to recognise the spirit of courage of women in difficult circumstances and the pioneering contribution of an 
individual in empowering women and raising women's issues.
The other awardees this year include:
Jayamma Bhandari: She has been working for over 20 years to rehabilitate sex workers.
Jetsun Pema: She has dedicated her life for Tibetan refugee children since 1964.
Dr. Lizymol Philipose Pamadykandathil: She is a scientist with three decades of experience in the field of polymers and 
biomaterials.
Dr. MS Sunil: She is a retired zoology teacher in Pathanamthitta. She is known for her exemplary contribution in social 
work.

UK Golden Flame Award

Veteran actress and talk show host Simi Garewal has been felicitated with a "UK Golden Flame Award" for 
her contribution to Indian cinema.

The 70-year-old actress received the award at the opening ceremony of the annual Tongues of Fire UK Asian 
Film Festival in London.
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International Kochon Prize 2017

Godavari Gaurav

Best of India Short Film

The research body of the Union Health Ministry – the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) – was awarded the International Kochon Prize 

2017 in New Delhi for its contribution to the national programme in Tuberculosis 
research.
The ICMR through its TB Consortium accelerated the efforts for research and 
development on the terminal disease in the country.
About TB Consortium

 # The India TB Research Consortium (ITRC) was formed to fast-track and 
align efforts in TB research.

 # It aims to achieve its goal by harnessing national and international expertise 
to advance technology as well as product development by delivering 
effective diagnostics, shorter drug regimens, efficacious vaccines along 
with newer interventions for TB control.

Noted actor Amol Palekar was honoured with the ‘Godavari Gaurav’ 
award at an event in Nashik. The 73-year-old actor, known for his 
performance in films like “Gol Maal” , “Choti Si Baat”, “Chitchor” 

among others, was presented with the award, which has been instituted by city-
based ‘Kusumagraj Prathishthan’

The award was given by noted Marathi writer Madhu Mangesh Karnik, who is 
the chairperson the Prathishthan.

Classical singer Pandit Satyasheel Deshpande also received the ‘Godavari 
Gaurav’ award.

Actor Jackie Shroff's short film Shunyata has won an award at Best of 
India Short Film Festival in Los Angeles, US. The 22-minute fiction 

film directed by Chintan Sarda was selected to be in top six from amongst 
thousands of entries and was played at a theatre in Los Angeles for a ticketed 
event for a week. An industry based jury then adjudged it the best film. 
The award ceremony was held at Mack Sennett Studios on March 3. The prize 
includes a cash prize of USD 1,000.
Short film
In Shunyata, Jackie is seen as hitman Madhur, who leads a gloomy existence 
with regrets. He is friendly with a child, who lives on the street and sees him 
getting into the world of crime.
The film was entirely shot at night. It is produced by Sarda and Sunil 
Khedekar.

About the Kochon Prize
 # The Kochon Prize is awarded annually by Stop TB Partnership to individuals or organizations that have made a 

significant contribution to combating tuberculosis.
 # The prize is given by the Kochon Foundation, a non-profit foundation registered in the Republic of Korea. 
 # The award comprises prize money worth USD 65,000.
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Kunwar Bai, a 106-year-old 
woman from Chhattisgarh 

who was chosen as mascot for 
`Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’, 
passed away after a prolonged 
illness.  She had shot to fame in 
2016 when story of her selling 
goats to build toilet at home 
had got nationwide publicity. 
She was felicitated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at 

public meeting at Kurrubhat village in Rajnandgaon district 
and later made a mascot for Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.
She was recognised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi for 
building toilet by selling off her 8-10 goats to build two 
toilets at her home. Apart from that, she started showing other 
villagers the toilets at her home while educating them about 
its importance. She had encouraged others from village to 
build toilets. Her efforts had help to make her village ‘open 
defecation free as very home in her village has toilets.

Jayendra Saraswathi 
Swamigal, the Kanchi 

Shankaracharya, passed away 
in Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu. 
He was 82. He was 69th pontiff 
of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam. 
He will be succeeded by the 
junior pontiff Sri Sankara 
Vijayendra Saraswathi, the 
70th Shankaracharya of 

Kamakoti Peetam traditionally referred to as Kamakshi. 
Jayendra Saraswathi was born as Sri Subramaniyam on 
July 18, 1935, at Irul neeki in Tiruvarur, Tamil Nadu. 
He was named as the successor to Kanchi Mutt by Sri 
Chandrasekarendra Saraswathi Swami and was given the title 
Jayendra Saraswathi on 22 March, 1954, when he became the 
younger pontiff. He became an elder pontiff in 1994.

BJP MLA from Nathdwara, 
Kalyan Singh Chauhan, 

who made headlines in 2008 
by defeating Congress leader 
C.P. Joshi by just one vote 
in the Rajasthan Assembly 
elections, died in Udaipur,  
after a prolonged illness. He 
was 58. Chauhan was battling 
cancer for the last two-and-a-

half years and was admitted to a private hospital in Udaipur. 
His body was cremated in his native village Dagwada in 
Rajsamand district. With his death, the number of BJP 
legislators in the State Assembly has reduced to 159.
The then Pradesh Congress chief C.P. Joshi, defeated by 
Chauhan, was considered a strong contender for the Chief 
Minister’s post in 2008, when the Congress was elected to 
power. He lost the Nathdwara seat by just one vote.

India's indigenous light transport aircraft Saras was successfully test flown for a second time.

Sridevi

Pyarelal Wadali

Kunwar Bai Jayendra 
Saraswathi

Kalyan Singh 
Chauhan

Sridevi, a Bollywood 
actress who charmed 

audiences with her larger-than-
life performances like Hawa 
Hawai and Chandni, died in 
Dubai. She was 54. 
Sridevi is considered as the 
Bollywood’s first female 
superstar who gave several box-
office hits with no man beside 
her in a leading role. Sridevi's 

real name was Shree Amma Yanger Ayappan. She made her 
acting debut at the age of 4, with Tamil movie 'Thunaivan'. 
Over five decades of her career, Sridevi starred in more than 
300 films, including Bollywood classics such as 'Mr India', 
'Chandni', 'ChaalBaaz', 'Lamhe', 'Sadma', etc. Sridevi was 
awarded with the Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian 
honour, in 2013.

Noted Sufi and Punjabi folk singer Pyarelal Wadali (75), the younger of the ‘Wadali Brothers’ 
duo, died of cardiac arrest in Amritsar. Pyarelal and his elder brother Puran Chand Wadali 

scaled the pinnacle of Sufi and traditional Punjabi singing. Honoured with several State and 
national-level awards, the Wadali Brothers also sang popular hits such as ‘Tu maane yaa na 
maane’ and ‘Rangrez mere’ from the Bollywood filmTanu Weds Manu.
Long before he became a singer, Pyarelal used to be a dancer in the Krishna Raasleela. He 
maintained that his music was prayer. Both brothers had trained in the tradition of Bade Ghulam 
Ali Khan of the signature short lightning murkis of the Patiala gharana as is evident in their 
music.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

‘Niti Forum for North-
East' will be set up by 
Union Government.

The Union Cabinet has 
approved the Trafficking 
of  Persons (Prevention, 

Protection and 
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018.

Govt. has approved projects 
worth Rs 2,919 crore 

under Nirbhaya Fund for 
creating eight safe cities.

India successfully test-fired the nuclear-capable 'Dhanush' ballistic missile from a naval ship off 
Odisha coast. It has a strike range of 350 kms.

21 February '18

Union Minister of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation, Uma Bharti 
launched the Bagori Ganga Gram 

project, New Swajal Project at Bagori 
and Gangotri as Swachh Iconic Place at 
Dunda village in Uttarkashi district of 
Uttarakhand. 
These both projects will create 
cleanliness, provide basic amenities to 
the people of Ganga bank villages and 
will also generate employment.

Bagori Ganga Gram project, New Swajal Project and Gangotri as 
Swachh Iconic Place

Union Minister Uma Bharti also 
launched Gangotri as Swachh 
Iconic Places (SIP). The Oil and 
Natural Gas Corporation Limited 
(ONGC) with its CSR fund will 
help in taking Gangotri to a higher 
level of clealiness under the SIP 
initiative. 
The Swachh Iconic Places project is 
being coordinated by Union Ministry 
of Drinking Water & Sanitation 
(MDWS), in collaboration with 
Union Ministries of Housing & 
Urban Affairs, Tourism, Culture, 
state governments, municipal and 
local agencies.

Launch of Gangotri as 
Swachh Iconic PlacesBagori Ganga Gram project 

Open Defecation Free village Bagori is one of 
the 24 pilot Ganga Villages picked up to be 
transformed into Ganga Grams this year. 

Uma Bharti launched the Bagori Ganga Gram 
project, a solid and liquid waste management 
scheme with a total expense of Rs 11.88 lakh. 

New Swajal Project at Bagori

New Swajal Project was also inaugurated at 
Bagori with a budget of more than Rs 32 lakh. 
Swajal is a community owned drinking water 
programme for sustained drinking water supply.

Currently, Swajal scheme is successfully running 
in village Sadag since 1996.
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Former Madhya Pradesh minister and senior Congress leader Suresh Seth passed away. He was 

popularly known as `Sher-e-Indore'.

22 February '18

The Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, 
Radha Mohan Singh launched six new features of 
National Agriculture Market (e-NAM) Platform 

with an aim to make it more users friendly.
1. e-NAM Mobile App

 # Mobile app has been made multilingual. 
 # e-NAM Mobile app is being enhanced in multi-

dimension so that the entire operation for farmers can 
be user friendly.

 # Mandi operators can now carry out one of the critical 
operation of Gate Entry directly from e-NAM Mobile App.

 # Now, online payment by trader (buyer) can also be 
done from e-NAM Mobile App through debit card and 
net banking. Once farmer receives the payment, an 
SMS alert will be sent to him. 

2. BHIM payment facility
 # It is aimed at easing out the mode of payment to 

farmers which will also reduce the payment realization 
time from buyers’ account to the pool account.

 # Currently, e-NAM portal facilitates direct online 
payment to farmers only through RTGS/NEFT, Debit 
Card and Internet Banking.

3. New and improved Website with eLearning Module
A new website has been developed with improved and more 
informative features like live status of markets of e-NAM 

based on gate entry, latest 
information on events, dynamic 
training calendar etc.
4. MIS Dashboard

 # MIS Dashboard has been 
developed, based on 
business intelligence with 
an aim to provide a greater insight into the performance 
of each Mandi in terms of arrival and trade. 

 # It will help the Mandi Board officials and APMC 
Secretary to compare the performance of each Mandi 
on daily, weekly, monthly/quarterly and Year-on-Year 
Basis. 

5. Grievance Redressal Management System
A Grievance Redressal Management System has been 
developed to help Mandi Secretary to raise technology 
issues related to portal or software and its operation and 
also track the status of redressal of their query online.
6. Integration with Farmer Database

 # e-NAM has been integrated with Central Farmer 
Database so that the registration process becomes 
easier and Identification of farmers can be done easily 
on arrival at the Mandi Gate.

 # This will help in managing the load at the Gate more 
efficiently during peak time in Rabi and Kharif and 
reduce waiting time for farmers at the entry gate.

Six new user friendly features of e-NAM Platform

Niti Forum for North-East

The Union Government announced that it has issued an order for 
the setting up of the ‘Niti Forum for North-East’. The forum will 
have its Secretariat in the Ministry of DoNER.

Composition of the Forum
The forum will be co-chaired by the Vice-Chairman of NITI Aayog and Minister 
of State (I/C), Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER).
The members of the forum would include:

 # Secretaries of Government Ministries including Transport, Railways, Power, Water Resources, River Development 
& Ganga Rejuvenation, New & Renewable Energy, Health & Family Welfare, Human Resource Development, 
Environment and Forest & Climate Change.

 # Chief Secretaries of north-eastern states of Assam, Sikkim, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Manipur, Tripura, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Mizoram.

 # Secretary, North East Council, Shillong and Joint Secretary, MHA along with a number of experts from various fields.

23 February '18

Key Objectives
 # The main task of the forum would be to identify various constraints on the way of accelerated, inclusive and 

sustainable economic growth in the North East Region of the country.
 # It will also review the development status in the North East Region.
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A cultural festival ‘Ras Banaras – Swachhagrah – Bapu ko Kaaryaanjali’, organized by the 

Ministry of Culture, was held in Varanasi.

First Inter-Ministerial Committee on Medicinal and Aromatic Plants 
for North East

24 February '18

25 February '18

Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry (FICCI) has partnered with Department 
of Science and Technology (DST) to implement 

and execute the ASEAN India Research Training 
Fellowship (AIRTF). 
About AIRTF

 # The AIRTF scheme was introduced to promote 
scientific cooperation between India and ASEAN 
member countries. It provides opportunities 

The first meeting of Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) on Medicinal and Aromatic 
Plants (MAPs) for North East Region (NER) was held recently. It was co-chaired 
by Secretaries of Ministry of Development of North-East Region (MDoNER) and 

AYUSH. It comprised of members from various Ministries, Departments and several 
organisations in relevant fields.

Key Facts
MDoNER will be coordinator for IMC of MAPs. IMC will suggest actionable 
measures for enhancing the livelihood and economic transformation based on 
cultivation and sustainable management of MAPs resource in North East Region.
IMC will review existing mechanism or institutional arrangements for management 
and development of MAPs resources of NER. It will identify gaps in existing 
mechanism or institutional arrangements, suggest policy intervention for optimally 

harnessing MAPs resources of NER and accelerate development of MAPs sector, suggest Plan of Action for dovetailing of 
schemes and programmes of concerned Ministries and Departments. It will also suggest actionable measures for enhancing 
livelihood and economic transformation based on cultivation and sustainable management of MAPs resource in NER.
Background
Medicinal & Aromatic Plants (MAPs)
MAPs are botanical raw materials i.e. herbal drugs that are primarily used for therapeutic, aromatic and culinary purposes. They 
are mainly used as components of cosmetics, medicinal products, health foods and other natural health products. They are also 
starting materials for value-added processed natural ingredients such as essential oils, dry and liquid extracts and oleoresins.

ASEAN

•	 ASEAN	 is	 regional	 intergovernmental	
organisation.

•		 It	 was	 established	 on	 August	 8,	 1967	
through	ASEAN	declaration	(also	known	as	
Bangkok	Declaration).

•		 It	consists	of	10-member	countries-	Brunei,	
Cambodia,	 Indonesia,	 Laos,	 Malaysia,	
Myanmar,	Philippines,	Singapore,	Thailand	
and	Vietnam.

•		 It	is	headquartered	in	Jakartaa,	Indonesia.

to researchers from ASEAN member 
countries to undertake research and training 
for period of 6 months at Academic and 
Research Institutions in India.

Its Objectives
 # To support and facilitate mobility of young 

talented researchers from ASEAN member 
countries to India to conduct short term 
research and training under guidance of 
Indian host scientists. 

 # It also aims at capacity building of 50 young 
researchers annually from ASEAN member 
countries in S&T domain and provide 
complete financial support including to and 
fro travel, sustenance allowance and research 
contingency for period of 6 months.
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Indian Railways installs first digitally enabled High Horse Power 
Locomotives 27 February '18

Indian Railways in collaboration with General Electric (GE) has inducted two Digitally Enabled 
Locomotives based on state of art insulated-gate bipolar transistor (IGBT) technology. The two 
HHP prototypes locomotives were wholly designed in India under Make in India program 

and manufactured under Public Private partnership (PPP) through MoU with GE.
IGBT Technology
It has three-terminal power semiconductor device primarily used as 
electronic switch. It gives combined advantages of high efficiency 
and fast switching. It offers greater power gain than standard bipolar 
type transistor combined with the higher voltage operation and lower input 
losses.

UIDAI 
launches Blue 
coloured Bal 

Aadhaar

Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), the 
nodal authority for issuing Aadhaar cards has rollout ‘Bal 
Aadhaar’, meant for kids under 5 years of age.

Bal Aadhaar means Kid’s Aadhaar. It will have blue colour to 
differentiate it with regular Aadhaar. It will be linked with one of 
parent’s Aadhaar card. No biometric details will be captured.
Need
Biometrics are not developed for children before 5 years of age. 
Hence, during Aadhar enrolment child’s Aadhaar data does not 
include biometric info like fingerprints and Iris scan.
Key Facts
Bal Aadhaar will have no biometric identification, like Iris scan 
or fingerprint scans, as their parents will be accompany their ward 
when such identification is required. However, once the kid crosses 
5 years of age, then regular Aadhaar will be issued, which will 
have the biometric details. Bal Aadhaar will not be necessity, but it 
may be required when kid grows up, and applies for Government 
scholarships or grants for higher education. Aadhaar rules mandate 
compulsory conversion of all Bal Aadhaar cards into proper Aadhaar 
card with biometric details once the kid turns 5 years.

01 March '18

01 March '18

Aadhaar
Aadhaar is 12-digit number which acts as proof of 
identity and address anywhere in the country. It is 
considered as world’s largest national identification 
project. Its collects biometric and demographic data of 
residents and stores them in a centralised database. It is 
issued by the Unique Identification Authority of India 
(UIDAI).

The two day international conference on Sustainable Biofuels was held in New Delhi. It was jointly organized by Department 
of Biotechnology and Biofuture platform. It aimed to provide common platform to Government policy makers, industry, 
investors and research community to exchange experiences and challenges related to development and scaling of advance 

biofuels. It will also focus on concerns of private sectors to speed up large scale production of sustainable biofuels.
Key Facts
The conference also aimed to provide clear understanding of development in bio-economy made by participating countries, 
increase awareness of policy makers about challenges faced by industry-investor for commercial scale up of advanced biofuels.
It also provided common platform to experts and delegates from 19 countries including representatives from mission innovation 
member countries in Sustainable Biofuels sector to take stock of current knowledge, share information and best practices, and 
build consensus on the actions most needed to move forward.

Background
GE is providing locomotive technology to Indian Railway and by 2025, through joint venture company (Indian Railways 
has 26% stake) it will manufacture 1000 fuel-efficient locomotives (100 per year) for freight traffic hauling. 700 locomotives 
will be 4500HP WDG4G and rest 300 locomotives will be of 6000HP.

International Conference on Sustainable Biofuels 2018
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CSIR-CIMAP signs MoU 
with IORA

'I - Metros’

Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) 
Bill, 2018

03 March '18

04 March '18

04 March '18

Council of Scientific & Industrial 
Research (CSIR) has entered into 
MoU with Indian Ocean Rim 

Association’s (IORA’s) Regional Centre for 
Science and Technology Transfer (RCSTT) for 
designating Central Institute of Medicinal and 
Aromatic Plants, Lucknow (CSIR-CIMAP) as 
Coordinating Centre on Medicinal Plants.
Key Facts
The IORA Centre at CSIR-CIMAP will 
establish database on important medicinal 
plants, their value added products, related 
experts and industries of IORA member states. 
It will also organize meetings and training 
programmes to promote trade, commerce and 
scientific exchanges to complement strength 
and limitation of member states. The IORA 
is association of 21 countries and 7 dialogue 
partners which have identified six areas of 
cooperation including medicinal plants.
Significance
The Coordination Centre will promote 
cooperation in area of traditional knowledge 
related to medicinal plants for welfare of 
people of IORA member states. It will 
also provide opportunity for two important 
member states of IORA (India and Iran) to 
enhance cooperation between them.

P K Sinha, Cabinet Secretary of Union Government, launched 
'I-Metros', an association of all Indian Metro Rail companies.
The association was launched during the Conference on 'Indian 

Metros: Collaborating for Excellence'. The conference was attended by 
representatives of Metro systems from all over the world who are in Delhi 
to attend the management meeting of the Community of Metros (CoMET).
About 'I - Metros’

 # The platform will be a forum for exchange of ideas, knowledge and 
sharing of experience among the Indian Metro Rail companies to 
nurture excellence in performance. 

 # It will be registered under the Society Registration Act 1860.
 # The objective behind the formation of this association is to provide a 

common platform for all Metro rail companies for sharing experience, 
information, best practices, innovations, etc.

 # This association will also promote techno-economic studies and research. 
 # It will work to safeguard the interest and rights of metro rail companies 

and will be resource tank of information for decision making.

The Union Cabinet has approved the Trafficking of 
Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) 
Bill, 2018 for introduction in the Parliament. Human 

Trafficking is third largest organized crime violating basic 
human rights. At present there is no specific law to deal with 
this crime. The bill addresses the issue of human trafficking 
from point of view of prevention, rescue and rehabilitation.
Features of Bill
It takes into consideration aggravated forms of trafficking. 
It includes trafficking for purpose of forced labour, begging, 
trafficking of a woman or child for the purpose of marriage 
or under the pretext of marriage or after marriage, trafficking 
by administering chemical substance or hormones on a 
person for the purpose of early sexual maturity etc.
It prescribes punishment for promoting and facilitating 
trafficking of person. It includes producing, printing, issuing 
or distributing unissued, tampered or fake certificates, 
registration or stickers as proof of compliance. It deals with 

confidentiality of victims and witnesses and complainants by 
not disclosing their identity. It creates Rehabilitation Fund 
for the first time. It will be used for physical, psychological 
and social well-being of victim including education, skill 
development, health care and psychological support, legal 
aid, safe accommodation etc.  It mandates designation of 
courts in each district for the speedy trial of the cases.
It creates dedicated institutional mechanisms at District, 
State and Central level. They will be responsible for 
prevention, protection, investigation and rehabilitation 
work related to trafficking. The tasks of Anti-Trafficking 
Bureau at the national level will be performed by National 
Investigation Agency (NIA).
The punishment prescribed under it ranges from rigorous 
minimum 10 years to life and fine not less than Rs. 1 lakh. 
In order to break the organized nexus, both at national and 
international level, it mandates for attachment & forfeiture 
of property and also proceeds for crime.
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The Reserve Bank of India has launched 'Ombudsman Scheme' for non-banking financial 

companies (NBFC).

Nirbhaya Fund for creating eight safe cities

Know India Programmes (KIP)

05 March '18

07 March '18

The Union Ministry of Women 
and Child Development has 
approved projects worth Rs 

2,919 crore under Nirbhaya Fund for 
creating eight safe cities. They are 
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Ahmedabad, 
Kolkata, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and 
Lucknow.
Key Facts
The projects for safe cities will have 
special focus on women safety in public 
spaces and quick response systems to 
create deterrence against crime. Plans for 
safe cities were prepared in coordination 
with municipal corporations and police 
commissionerates of these cities.
Delhi: Project worth Rs 663 crore 
was approved to enhance safety of 
public places like roads, schools and 
metro stations. It includes use of latest 
technology such as video monitoring, 
facial recognition analytics, and person 
tracking systems. It will also provide 
dedicated women safety patrol vans 

equipped with GPS tracking and 
on-board video feed sharing to the 
existing fleet of the Delhi Police.
Mumbai: Project worth Rs 252 
crore was sanctioned to enable 
GIS mapping of criminal hotspots, 
video surveillance, training of 
investigating officers and quick 
response police teams. It will also 
strengthen Police Didi programme 
wherein female police officers 
interact with women living in 
slums.
Chennai: It will receive Rs 425 crore 
for project that will create safe-zone 
clusters at hot crime zones, security 
in public transport, GIS-based crime 
mapping, capacity building of police 
authorities as well as a helpdesk service 
for women. Moreover, cyber-crime and 
legal assistance compensation lab will 
also be set up.
Ahmedabad: Rs 253 crore was 
approved for ABHAYAM Vans for 

quick response to women in distress, 
‘She Teams’ of women for surveillance 
and One Stop Crisis Centres. The 
project also envisages redevelopment of 
Sabarmati River Front to make it more 
womenfriendly.
Kolkata: It will get Rs 181.32 crore 
for various schemes, including for 
strengthening nine women police 
stations. Bengaluru: It will get Rs 667 
crore for projects which will be utilised 
for setting up women police outposts 
and creation of safety islands.

The participants are selected on 
basis of nominations received 
and recommendations of 

heads of Indian Missions and posts. 
The participants are provided all the 
hospitality in India. In 2016, KIP 
scheme was revamped to extend 
number of days from 21 to 25 days 
including 10-day visit to one or two 
states. 40 participants of Indian Origin 
from 9 countries attended 46th edition 
of Know India Programme (KIP). 
Madhya Pradesh was partner state of 
this edition. As part of the initiative 
participants visited Madhya Pradesh, 
Parliament House, President’s House 
and attended orientation programme at 
the Foreign Service Institute.

About KIP

KIP is initiative (scheme) of 
Ministry of External Affairs for 
Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) 
between the age group of 18 to 30 
years. The scheme was launched 
in 2004 and has so far had 40 
editions in which some 1,293 PIO 
youths have participated.

Forty Indian-origin students from 
nine countries are in India as part 
of the 46th edition of Know India 
Programme (KIP). Madhya Pradesh 
is the partner state for this edition of 
the programme.

Nirbhaya	Fund

The	fund	is	created	by	Ministry	of	Finance	in	2013.	It	is	dedicated	for	implementation	of	
initiatives	aimed	at	enhancing	the	safety	and	security	for	women	in	the	country.	It	is	a	non-
lapsable	corpus	fund.	It	 is	being	monitored	by	Empowered	Committee	of	Officers	under	
Secretary	of	Women	and	Child	Development	Ministry.

Objective
 # Engage and make students and 

young professionals of Indian 
Diaspora (18 to 30years) feel sense 
of connect with their motherland.

 # Motivated and inspire PIOs by 
transformational changes taking 
place in India and give them an 
exposure to various aspects of 
contemporary India’s forms of 
art, heritage and culture.
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Oxigen Services has signed an agreement with Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL) to expand 

and deploy new micro-ATMs at IOCL's fuel station network.

Udyam Sakhi Portal

Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP)

07 March '18

09 March '18

The Ministry of Micro,Small & Medium 
Enterprises launched Udyam Sakhi Portal (www.
udyamsakhi.org) for women entrepreneurs on 

the occasion of International Women’s Day. It was 
unveiled by Minister of State (Independent Charge) of 
MSME, Giriraj Singh, in a program held at Ambedkar 
International Centre, New Delhi.

The National Institution for Transforming 
India (NITI) Aayog has launched Women 
Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) on the 

occasion of International Women’s day. WEP’s 
theme song ‘ Naari Shakti’ composed and sung by 
renowned singer Kailash Kher was also released.
Objective

 # Build vibrant ecosystem for women across 
country to help realise their entrepreneurial 
aspirations, scale-up innovative initiatives 
and chalk-out sustainable, long-term 
strategies for their businesses.

 # Power vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem through an enabling network of industry collaborations, partnerships, 
mentors and peer-to-peer connect.

 # Address bottlenecks faced by both aspiring and established women entrepreneurs by streamlining information across 
government and private sector schemes and initiatives with informative, interactive website as a dedicated resource 
and knowledge base.

Key Features
WEP aspires to substantially increase number of women entrepreneurs to create and empower dynamic new India by 
opening up avenues of growth and opportunity for women entrepreneurs. These aspirations of women entrepreneurs are 
manifested in three pillars on which WEP is built:

 # Ichha Shakti: Motivating aspiring entrepreneurs to start their enterprise.
 # Gyaan Shakti: Providing knowledge and ecosystem support to women entrepreneurs to help them foster entrepreneurship.
 # Karma Shakti: Providing hands-on support to entrepreneurs in setting-up and scaling up businesses. 

The WEP platform will operate within broader framework of industry collaborations and partnerships, which cut 
across sectors in economy. It will provide unique services such as credit evaluation of women-led startups by CRISIL 
and potential equity investments through an Rs. 10 crore fund established by DICE Districts

Partners of WEP
ShopClues.com will provide internship and dedicated mentorship and Mann Deshi Foundation to provide digital and 
financial literacy to aspiring women entrepreneurs. Moreover, several other leading corporates and industry bodies such as 
NASSCOM, CII, FICCI, SIDBI and Facebook will provide business acceleration, mentorship and other start-up support 
for women entrepreneurs.

ABOUT THE PORTAL 
The portal is network to nurture entrepreneurship and create business models for low cost products and services in order 
to empower women and make them self-sufficient and self-reliant. It will provide assistance to women entrepreneurs 
through its platform for entrepreneurship learning tools, training programs for fund raising, incubation facility, provide 
mentors, one-on-one investor meet, provide market survey facility and technical assistance. It will cater needs of around 
8 million women from across country who have started and are running their own businesses and playing vital role in the 
growth of Indian economy.
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The Telangana Government has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Taoyuan 

City of Taiwan for better technology partnership in the state.

12 March '18
India hosted the first International Solar Alliance (ISA) Summit

India hosted the first International Solar Alliance (ISA) 
Summit recently in New Delhi. It was hosted by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

It was attended by leaders from over 50 member countries 
which includes French President Emmanuel Macron, United 
Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres, Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro and Bangladesh President Abdul 
Hamid. 
Objective

 # The International Solar Alliance aims to launch 121 
projects during the summit. 

 # These 121 projects will be signed in two phases - with 
50 on March 11 and another 71 on April 20. 

 # During the summit, two new programmes will be 
inaugurated. These programmes will be on- Scaling 
Solar E-Mobility and Storage, and Rooftop Solar.

When did International Solar Alliance come into force?
The International Solar Alliance (ISA) became a treaty-
based international inter-governmental organisation on 
December 6, 2017 following the ratification by Guinea on 
November 6, 2017.
Headquartered at Gurugram, ISA aims at large scale 
deployment of solar energy through better harmonization 

and aggregation of demand from solar rich countries lying 
between the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.
Till date, 46 countries have signed and 19 countries have 
ratified the Framework Agreement of International Solar 
Alliance
About International Solar Alliance (ISA)

 # The International Solar Alliance was launched jointly 
by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French 
President Francois Hollande on the first day of the 
COP-21 summit at Paris in 2015.

 # Headquartered in India, the alliance was conceived as a 
coalition of solar resource rich countries to collaborate 
on meeting their energy needs through a common and 
agreed approach.

 # It is India’s first international and inter-governmental 
organization of 121 Countries and has headquarters in 
India with United Nations as Strategic Partner.

 # It aims to create a collaborative platform for increased 
deployment of solar energy technologies to enhance 
energy security and sustainable development.

 # It’s Governing Structure consists of an Assembly, a 
Council and a Secretariat.

In-situ management of crop residue

The government has approved  Rs 1,151 crore scheme to promote in-situ (in the farm itself) management of crop 
residue in Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi. The new central scheme will be implemented for two years. The 
move is aimed at providing a cost-effective and eco-friendly solution to farmers to deal with the problem of stubble 

burning that results in raising air pollution levels in the capital and neighboring states every winter. Under the scheme, a fund 
will be created which will be used to promote agricultural mechanisation for the next two years (2018-20). The fund will 
primarily be used to subsidise machinery required for in-situ management of the crop residue.
Farm Machinery Banks: Establishment of ‘Farm Machinery Banks’ for custom hiring of in-situ crop residue management 
machinery will be the key component of the scheme. Under the scheme, financial assistance of 80% of the project cost to 
set up ‘Farm Machinery Banks’ for custom hiring will be provided to cooperative societies of the farmers, FPOs, SHGs, 
registered farmers societies/farmers group, private entrepreneurs and group of women farmers.
Significance of the scheme:
The move is expected to go a long way in tackling the air pollution issue as stubble burning is identified as one of the 
key problem areas, especially during the post-harvest season of October-November when the prevailing meteorological 
condition aggravates the situation further in Delhi and the national capital region.
Need for crop residue management:
The problem of crop residue burning has been intensifying over the years, with Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh being the 
major burning hotspots. Increased mechanization, declining number of livestock, long period required for composting and 
no economically viable alternate use of residues are some of the reasons for residues being burnt in field. This not only has 
implications for global warming, but also has an adverse impact on air quality, soil health and human health.

09 March '18
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The sixth edition of ‘Garuda Shakti’ military drill was held between Indian and Indonesian 

armies in Bandung, the capital of West Java province of Indonesia.

End TB Summit ‘Sustainable Action for Transforming Human 
Capital in Education (SATH-E)’ project

Citizen Services mobile app

Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi 
launched a campaign to eradicate 
tuberculosis (TB) from India by 2025, 

five years ahead of the globally-set deadline.
The campaign was launched after the 
inauguration of the Delhi End TB Summit, 
which was being co-hosted by the Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare, WHO South 
East Asia Regional Office (SEARO) and 
Stop TB Partnership.
Aim
The Delhi End TB Summit saw leaders 
from across the globe converge on the same 
platform.
The main aim of the summit is to review 
ongoing efforts and accelerate action to 
reach the 2030 End TB goal.
It is expected to set the stage for the 
September 2018 United Nations High-Level 
Meeting on TB, where for the first time, 
TB would be discussed in the UN General 
Assembly at the Heads of State level.
The UN high-level meeting is expected to 
support an ambitious set of goals to put the 
world on a course to end TB.
Key Highlights 

 # The TB free India Campaign will 
take the activities under the National 
Strategic Plan for TB elimination 
forward in a mission mode. 

 # The National Strategic Plan for TB 
elimination is backed by funding of 
over 12,000 crore rupees over the 
next three years to ensure every TB 
patient has access to quality diagnosis, 
treatment, and support. 

 # The target for eradicating the terminal 
disease in India has been set for 2025, five 
years ahead of the global target of 2030.

 # The new NSP will adopt a multi-
pronged approach that aims to detect 
all TB patients with an emphasis on 
reaching TB patients seeking care from 
private providers and undiagnosed TB 
in high-risk populations. 

 # The Union Government has asked 
all the state governments to join this 
mission.

NITI Aayog released a comprehensive roadmaps and detailed 
timelines for its initiative ‘Sustainable Action for Transforming 
Human Capital in Education (SATH-E)’ project in New Delhi.

The roadmaps is released by NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant and the 
Chief Secretaries of Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha.
Key Highlights

 # The comprehensive roadmaps are for the coming two years, from 
2018 to 2020.

 # The prints lay out detailed interventions that will be taken up by the 
three participating states- Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha – 
which aim to become ‘role model states’ in school education.

 # These roadmaps present the first-of-its-kind, customised, action-
oriented programmes, outlining interventions at the individual, district 
and state level.

 # The plans were jointly prepared by NITI Aayog, the three States and 
the knowledge partners of the SATH Initiatives, the Boston Consulting 
Group (BCG) and Piramal Foundation for Education Leadership (PFEL). 
Overall, the SATH-E project mainly aims to introduce a system-wide 
governance transformation in school education.

The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) launched a mobile app 
called ‘Citizen Services’ on the occasion of its 33rd Inception Day.
The application has been developed in-house by the NCRB. It will 

offer various essential police related services to the citizens.
Citizen Services App

 # The application comprises a bouquet of 9 police related services for 
the citizen.

 # It can be used by the citizens for various services such as registering 
police complaint and checking its status, viewing FIR detail, sending 
SOS, locating police stations and getting access to emergency contact 
list and police stations telephone directory.

 # The application will also enable a complainant to download FIR, 
except in cases of those categorized as ‘sensitive’.

 # The services aim to provide a smooth interface between the citizens 
and the police. 

Key Features of the App
SOS button: Clicking the SOS button of the app will automatically send 
an emergency SMS to friends and family with user’s current location.
Locate Police Station: The feature will help the user in locating the details 
of the nearby police station and a route map to approach the station using 
GPS technology.
Emergency Contact List: It will provide helpline numbers of emergency 
services such as fire brigade, ambulance, medical emergency, women 
helpline, railway helpline and child helpline.

15 March '1813 March '18 15 March '18

18 March '18
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Government signed a $84 
million loan agreement 

with ADB to improve and 
water supply in Bihar.

The first Mega Food Park 
in the state of  Maharashtra 

inaugurated.

Special Category Status 
to Andhra Pradesh : 

Explained

Aditya Birla Idea Payments Bank began its operations. It became the fourth Payment Bank to 
start its operations after Bharti Airtel, Paytm and FINO Payments Bank.

21 February '18

22 February '18

Gandhi Nagar became the country’s first all-women railway station

Asmita Yojana

Gandhi Nagar Railway Station of Jaipur became the country’s first all-
women railway station in the main line category of the Indian railways.  
In a unique initiative, the North Western Railways (NWR) has deployed 

a female employee on every single post in the Gandhi Nagar Jaipur railway 
station, making it the first such station in the country.
All the 32 posts at the station – from station superintendent to head ticket 
collector, point woman to railway protection force constable and station master 
to ticket reservation clerk – were occupied by women.
Gandhi Nagar is a railway station in Jaipur, Rajasthan. It has a footfall of nearly 7000 passengers per day and of the 50 
trains which pass by, 25 trains halt here.

Maharashtra government has roll out Asmita Yojana to provide affordable (subsidised) 
sanitary pads to school girls and women. Under the scheme, schoolgirls studying in Zilla 
Parishad schools will get sanitary napkin packet at Rs 5 while rural women can avail it at 

subsidised rate of Rs.24 and Rs.29.

The state government has appointed “Umed’, the Maharashtra State Rural Livelihood Mission, as a nodal agency for 
effective implementation of the scheme. Under the scheme, beneficiary girls will be given Asmita Cards. Participating 
Self Help Groups (SHGs) will be entrusted with the task of supply and sale of sanitary pads and counselling the girls 
and women.
The SHGs will procure sanitary napkins from suppliers by registering on Asmita mobile application and distribute them 
to rural women and girls as per requirement and demand. The SHGs concerned will earn Rs 5 in profit per sanitary 
packet.

Significance

There	is	very	little	awareness	about	menstrual	hygiene	during	periods	among	girls	in	
the	age	group	of	11	to	19	years	and	women	in	general	in	rural	areas	of	Maharashtra.	
The	scheme	will	promote	menstrual	hygiene	and	increase	awareness	among	young	girls	
on	usage	of	sanitary	pads.	It	will	help	to	reduce	school	absenteeism	i.e.	boost	school	
attendance	among	school	girls.	Similarly,	it	will	help	to	create	employment	opportunities	
for	women	in	rural	areas	and	create	awareness	about	health	and	education.
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Union Minister of Railways & Coal Piyush Goyal has launched the Digital Receipt Note, 

Receipted Challan & Digital Bill Submission to improve transparency.

The Mega summit was inaugurated by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, while 
President Ram Nath Kovind was the 
chief guest on the concluding day. As 
many as 16 Union Ministers participated 
in the two-day event.
The Uttar Pradesh government has signed 
900 Memorandums of Understanding 
(MoU) with different industrial groups 
for investment in the state.

 # The state government of Uttar Pradesh organised the Uttar Pradesh Investors Summit in Lucknow.
 # The two-day event showcased the investment opportunities and potential in the various sectors of Uttar Pradesh.
 # It offers a global platform, which will bring together heads of states and governments, ministers, leaders from the 

corporate world, senior policy makers, heads of international institutions and academia from around the world to 
boost economic development in the state and promote cooperation.

 # The partner nations at the summit include the Netherlands, Japan, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Finland, Mauritius and 
Thailand.

 # Some of the focus areas include Civil Aviation, ITeS, Dairy, Electronics Manufacturing, Tourism, MSME, Renewable 
Energy, Films, Handloom and Textile, and Agro and Food Processing.

UP investors summit 2018 22 February '18

25 February '18

The Union Government signed a $84 million loan agreement with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to improve 
and expand the water supply in Bhagalpur and Gaya towns of Bihar. The tranche 2 loan is a part of the $200 
million multi-tranche financing facility (MFF) for the Bihar Urban Development Investment Program that was 

approved by ADB in 2012 to provide sustainable urban infrastructure and services in four towns of Bihar – Bhagalpur, 
Gaya, Darbhanga and Muzaffarpur.
Significance

 # The Project 2 will improve access to better quality and sustainable water supply for the people of Bhagalpur and 
Gaya towns.

 # It will also promote better water management practices that will result in a citywide coverage with a 24-hour 
uninterrupted supply of treated water of 135 litres per capita per day in both cities.

Impact
 # The loan will support civil works subprojects and is expected to benefit 1.1 million people in the two project towns 

with increased coverage of treated water supply by 2021.
 # It will also train 400 urban local body (ULB) staff in the management, operation and maintenance (O&M) of water 

supply systems.
 # It will also help ULBs to improve technical and financial management of the water supply operations.

Term
 # The loan will have a term of 25 years including a grace period of 5 years.
 # Further, an annual interest rate will be determined in accordance with ADB’s lending facility based on the London 

interbank offered rate (LIBOR), and a commitment charge of 0.15% per year.

Loan agreement for water supply in Bihar
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'Ombudsman Scheme' will provide a cost-free and expeditious complaint redressal mechanism 

relating to deficiency in the services by NBFCs.

28 February '181st Mega Food Park in Maharashtra

Health-cum-life insurance
scheme in Telangana

Shakti Sthala solar park in Karnataka

The first Mega Food Park in the state of Maharashtra at Village 
Degaon, District Satara is inaugurated.This is the 10th Mega 
Food Park being operationalized in the country and the 8th 

operationalized during the tenure of present government.
To give a major boost to the food processing sector by adding value 
and reducing food wastage at each stage of the supply chain with 
particular focus on perishables, Ministry of Food Processing Industries 
is implementing Mega Food Park Scheme in the country. Mega Food 
Parks create modern infrastructure facilities for food processing along 
the value chain from farm to market with strong forward and backward 
linkages through a cluster based approach. Common facilities and enabling infrastructure is created at Central Processing 
Centre and facilities for primary processing and storage is created near the farm in the form of Primary Processing Centers 
(PPCs) and Collection Centers (CCs). Under the Scheme, Government of India provides financial assistance upto Rs. 50.00 
Crore per Mega Food Park project.

The Chief Minister of Telangana, K 
Chandrasekhar Rao has announced 
a health-cum-life insurance scheme 

worth Rs 5 lakh for the farmers in the state.
Key Highlights

 # The entire premium of the health-
cum-life insurance scheme of farmers 
will be fully borne by the govt.

 # The state government has announced 
an allocation of Rs 500 crore in the 
coming budget for implementation 
of the scheme.

 # The scheme is expected to benefit 
70 lakh farmers in the state.

 # The health insurance coverage 
will be made available in case of 
hospitalisation.

 # The families of farmers will be paid 
the amount in case of the farmer’s 
accidental or natural death.

 # The Farmers’ Coordination 
Committees would have to ensure 
that each and every farmer in the 
village gets the benefits of the 
scheme.

The first phase Shakti 
Sthala solar park 
having total capacity of 

2,000 megawatts (MW) was 
inaugurated in drought-prone 
Pavagada region of Tumkur 
district, Karanataka. It is 
claimed to be the world’s largest 
solar park. The park ties in 
with the Central Government’s 
scheme to generate 100 gigawatts (GW) of solar power by 2020. It has been 
executed within record time of two years, with zero land acquisition
Key Facts
The park’s development was initiated with the creation of Karnataka Solar 
Power Development Corp. Ltd (KSPDCL) in March 2015 as joint venture 
between Karnataka Renewable Energy Development Ltd (KREDL) and Solar 
Energy Corporation of India (SECI).
KSPDCL had used “plug and play” model for development of park, under 
which it acquires and develops land as blocks for solar power generation, 
embedded with required government approvals and gives it out to solar power 
developers (SPDs) through auctions.
The solar park is spread over 13,000 acres and five villages. The land was 
taken on 25-year lease by government from around 2,300 farmers. In return, 
these farmers are paid annual rental of Rs.21,000 per acre, with scope for 5% 
increase every two years.
The first phase of the Rs. 16,500 crore park will generate 600MW power, while 
the balance 1,400MW will be commissioned in second phase by end year 2018. 
The park will decrease dependence on traditional power sources and move to 
environmentally friendly ones to meet growing power needs of state.
It will create employment and act as an incentive for natives and farmers to 
explore new opportunities of socio-economic growth in the region. It will 
also curb mass migration of people from the region which has been declared 
drought-hit in 54 of the last 60 years.

01 March '18

04 March '18
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Mahindra Aerospace and Canada’s Viking Air have signed a memorandum of understanding to 

support regional air connectivity under government's UDAN Yojana.

Odisha Government has launched ‘Ama Gaon, Ama Vikas’ (Our Village, our development) programme to reach out 
to people in rural areas and involve themselves in developmental activities. As part of it, Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik flagged off mobile video vans that will move across the state to highlight various welfare schemes at 

villages in the state. It will enable people to connect with the government.
Key Facts
Under this programme, people can directly send their grievances to Chief Minister’s Office (CMO) at Secretariat in 
Bhubaneswar through Wi-Fi enabled latest technology video wall vans. This initiative administration will help people 
in solving their grievances instantly. In the first phase of programme, these vans will reach Koraput, Jajpur, Ganjam and 
Sambalpur districts of state.

05 March '18Ama Gaon, Ama Vikas’ programme in Telangana 

Swajal Yojana First Union Territory to be fully run on solar 
energy

The Ministry of Drinking Water & 
Sanitation has launched second 
project of Swajal Yojana at village 

Bhikampura, Karauli, Rajasthan. It was 
launched by Union Minister of Drinking 
Water and Sanitation Uma Bharti. Under this 
project, four reservoirs will be constructed 
in village and common tap connection will 
be given to almost 300 households.
ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Swajal is community owned drinking 
water programme for sustained drinking 
water supply. The scheme aims at ensuring 
availability of clean drinking water to every 
household round year and also generate 
employment.  Under it, 90% of the project cost 
is borne by Government and remaining 10% 
cost is contributed by the community. The 
Operations and management of the project 
will be taken care by the local villagers. Project 
undertaken under it will ease lives of people 
and ensure that potable water is available for 
every individual round the year.

Diu has become 
the first and 
only Union 

Territory in the country 
to be fully run on 
solar energy. The UT 
generates total of 13 
megawatts (MW) of 
electricity from solar 
power generating 
facilities daily. Of this, 
3 MW is generated by 
rooftop solar plants and 10 MW by its other solar power plants.
Key Facts
Diu’s peak-time demand for electricity goes up to 7 MW and now it daily 
generates about 10.5 MW of electricity from solar energy, making it 
electricity surplus. Despite scarcity of land, solar power plants have been 
installed over more than 50 acres. The solar power also has come as big 
relief for local residents as their monthly bill charges have fallen by around 
12%. It also has significantly reduced electricity loss.
Background
Diu has an area of just 42 square kilometres and population of 56,000. 
For water and electricity, the Union territory was solely dependent on 
Gujarat government. The electricity supplied from power grid owned 
by Gujarat government was causing huge line losses. To overcome 
this limitation, UT’s administration has decided to set up solar power 
plants.

05 March '18
10 March '18
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Special Category Status to Andhra Pradesh : Explained

Delhi launched an 'all women patrolling squad

What is SCS?
The Constitution does not include any provision 
for categorisation of any State in India as a 

Special Category Status (SCS) State. But, recognising that 
some regions in the country were historically disadvantaged 
in contrast to others, Central plan assistance to SCS States 
has been granted in the past by the erstwhile Planning 
Commission body, National Development Council (NDC). 
The NDC granted this status based on a number of features 
of the States which included: hilly and difficult terrain, 
low population density or the presence of sizeable tribal 
population, strategic location along international borders, 
economic and infrastructural backwardness and non-viable 
nature of State finances.
What assistance do states with Special Category Status 
get?
The Centre pays 90 per cent of the funds required in a 
centrally-sponsored scheme to special category status 
category states as against 60 per cent in case of normal 
category states, while the remaining funds are provided by 
the state governments. 
What is the basis of A.P.’s claim for SCS status?
Following the bifurcation of A.P., Andhra lost a large 
volume of its revenue due to Hyderabad remaining the 
capital of Telangana. In a debate in the Rajya Sabha on the 
A.P. Reorganisation Act on February 20, 2014, then Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh had said that SCS would be 
“extended to the successor State of Andhra Pradesh ... for a 
period of five years.” This oral submission by the then PM 
has been the basis for A.P.’s claim to the status.
What other States are seeking SCS status?

Apart from Andhra Pradesh which is in the news lately, 
Bihar and Odisha had recently demanded SCS status but 
they have not been granted the same as they did not meet 
the criteria.
When was the first Special Category status bestowed?
The NDC first accorded SCS in 1969 to Jammu and 
Kashmir, Assam and Nagaland. Over the years, eight 
more states were added to the list — Arunachal Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, 
Tripura and, finally, in 2010, Uttarakhand. Until 2014-15, 
SCS meant these 11 states received a variety of benefits and 
sops.
What does The 14th Finance Commission say about the 
Special Category status? 
In the past, the NDC considered factors such as difficult 
and hilly terrain, low population density and/or a sizeable 
share of tribal population, strategic location along borders, 
economic and infrastructural backwardness, and non-
viable nature of state finances. The NITI Aayog, which 
has replaced the Planning Commission, has no power to 
allocate funds  — therefore, the discretion that the ruling 
party at the Centre had to dole out special favours to states 
through the Plan panel, no longer exists.
The Centre says the Fourteenth Finance Commission 
effectively removed the concept of Special Category States 
after its recommendations were accepted in 2015. The 
Centre, Arun Jaitley has said, was willing to provide the 
“monetary equivalent” of a special category state to Andhra 
Pradesh but would not be able to grant the “special status” 
that was restricted only to the north-eastern and three hilly 
states by the 14th Finance Commission.

The South District Police in Delhi launched an 'all women patrolling 
squad'.The squad named ‘Knightingale’ has been formed to ensure 
safety and security of women at public places.

Composition : The squad comprises 16 women personnel, aged between 
20-35 years, in the ranks of sub-inspectors and constables who have been 
trained in unarmed combat and driving.
Key Highlights
• The personnel have been given specialised training in driving and 

riding and in the maintenance of squad vehicles.
• The patrol squad has also been given training in weapon handling, firing and unarmed combat.
• They have also been equipped with motorcycles with four riding gear, a gypsy with a woman police officer as the 

driver and in-charge to lead the patrol team, wireless sets, protection team and firearms.

Significance : The presence of more women police officers on the road will hopefully instil a sense 
of confidence among women.The patrolling squad has been specifically tasked to ensure greater 
visibility in areas frequented by women.

14 March '18

15 March '18
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Digital payments startup Paytm has launched two insurance companies, Paytm Life 

Insurance and Paytm General Insurance.

20 March '18Karnataka recognise Lingayats as a ‘religious minority’

The state cabinet of Karnataka has decided to recognise Lingayats 
as a ‘religious minority’ and include the Veerashaivas who 
follow Basavanna as a group within the community, approving 

recommendations of the HN Nagamohan Das Committee. Now the 
proposal will be sent to the Union Government for the final approval.
Significance

 # The development is significant, especially with the state’s assembly polls around the corner.
 # By taking the decision, the Congress-led Karnataka Government has put the BJP-led Centre in a difficult situation.
 # The BJP had opposed the move on the grounds that it would split society further and introduce more cleavages in the 

social-religious fabric.
 # Lingayats have traditionally supported the BJP, so this move is seen by most as a bid by Congress to split BJP’s 

Lingayat vote base.
Who are the Lingayats?

 # Lingayats, a distinct Shaivite religious tradition, are followers of the 12th-century poet-philosopher-social reformer 
Basaveshwara who rebelled against established Hindu tradition by defying the caste system and Vedic rituals.

 # The people of the community are strict monotheists, they worship only one God, namely, Linga (Shiva) in the form 
of ishtalinga.

 # They consider themselves different from Veerashaivas, also a Shaivite religious tradition, who adhere to the Vedas and 
support the caste system, while the Veerashaivas think the community was an ancient religion established by Shiva 
and Basavanna was one of its saints.

The state government of Assam has 
proposed an insurance scheme for 
journalists and their families in its 

budget for 2018-19.
The information was shared by Assam 
Finance Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
while presenting the state’s budget in the 
assembly on March 13, 2018. Sarma stated 
that the state has earmarked a budgetary 
allocation of Rs 63 crore in 2018-19 for 
the Information and Public Relations 
Department that would implement schemes 
for journalists.

Insurance 

Scheme for 

Journalists in 

Assam

15 March '18

Objective
The new Journalist Insurance Scheme would ensure security and protection of the journalists and their families.
Other Provisions for Journalists

 # The state has made necessary provision for media fellowship for pursuing higher studies in journalism so that 20 
media persons can be selected for it at the rate of Rs 50,000 each.

 # The state would also be providing a one-time grant of Rs 10 lakh to Media Trust, as a token of appreciation of the 
work being done by it.

 # The state government has also extended one-time ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh each to the next of kin of 31 journalists of the 
state who have lost their lives or have been declared missing while on duty.

Further, a Pension Scheme for Journalists has been introduced to provide retirement benefits to journalists working for 
more than 20 years in Assam. The state has already distributed individual pensions of Rs 8000 per month to many respected 
journalists.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Amma two-wheeler scheme in Chennai.

India and Germany signed 
MoU for Implementation 
Agreement in Sustainable 
Urban Development and 

Smart Cities in India

China was elected as 
the Vice President of  
Financial Action Task 

Force (FATF)

Saudi Arabia allows women 
in Military

22 February '18

23 February '18
India and United Kingdom's 

Joint research project Agreements between India and Canada

India and United 
Kingdom has 
jointly launched 

research projects 
on ‘Water Quality 
Research’ and ‘Energy 
Demand Reduction in 
Built Environment’. 
Both the projects will be implemented with a total 
joint investment of up to 15 million pounds. 
Objective 
These projects aim to deliver mutual benefits 
and research solutions the UK and India, besides 
addressing shared global sustainable development 
goals on clean water and clean energy.
Water Quality Research Programme

 # The ‘Water Quality Research’ programme 
has eight projects. It is supported jointly by 
the Department of Science and Technology 
(DST), NERC, EPSRC and ESRC in the UK.

 # The catalogue highlighting the potential 
impact of the project was also launched 
with the title as 'DST – The UK’s Natural 
Environment Research Council (NERC) and 
Engineering and Physical Sciences Research 
Council (EPSRC) on Water Quality Research'.

 # Research on water quality is extremely 
critical for the national missions on Ganga 
rejuvenation and Swachha Bharat.

 # It aims to equip local communities, 
policymakers, regulators and businesses with 
the information and solutions they need to 
secure the provision of clean water.

 # These eight collaborative research projects 
shall benefit people and the environment.

India and Canada signed 
six memorandums of 
understanding (MoUs) 

in various fields including 
Information Technology, 
Petroleum and Natural Gas, 
Sports, Industrial Policy and 
Promotion, Cooperation in 
Higher Education, and Science, Technology and Innovation.
The agreements were signed in the presence of Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and visiting Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau.
1.  Joint Declaration of Intent Between the Ministry of Electronics 

And Information Technology of the Republic of India and 
The Department of Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development of Canada on Cooperation in the Field of 
Information Communications Technology and Electronics.

2. Terms of Reference for the India-Canada Ministerial Energy 
Dialogue Between the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas of the Republic of India and The Department of Natural 
Resources of Canada.

3.  Memorandum of Understanding Between the Ministry of Youth 
Affairs & Sports of the Republic of India and The Department 
of Canadian Heritage (Sport Canada) on Cooperation in Sport.

4.  Memorundum of Understanding Between the Department of 
Industrial Policy and Promotion, Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, Government of Republic of India and The Canadian 
Intellectual Property Office Concerning Cooperation on 
Intellectual Property Rights.

5.  Memorundum of Understanding Between the Government 
of the Republic of India and The Government of Canada 
Concerning Cooperation in Higher Education.

6.  Memorandum of Understanding Between the Department of 
Atomic Energy of The Republic of India and The Department 
of Natural Resources of Canada Concerning Co-Operation in 
the Fields of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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Under Amma two-wheeler scheme, 50 percent subsidy will be given to working women for 

buying two-wheeler in Tamil Nadu.

25 February '18

25 February '18MoU between India and 
Germany China was elected as the Vice President 

of Financial Action Task Force (FATF)India and Germany signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for an ‘Implementation 
Agreement in Sustainable Urban Development 

and Smart Cities in India’ in New Delhi.
Objective
The main objective of the programme is to 
develop and apply concepts for sustainable urban 
development about the provision of urban basic 
services and housing in selected cities and Smart 
Cities in India.
Key Highlights

 # The technical cooperation agreement between 
India and Germany is expected to support 
sustainable urban development approaches 
in the area of integrated planning, provision 
of affordable housing and basic services with 
particular focus on water, waste water and solid 
waste management and mobility.

 # It will seek to achieve the set target of 
promoting sustainable urban development 
under the national urban missions/programmes 
such as Smart Cities Mission, linking with the 
Sustainable Development Goal No. 11 ‘Make 
cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable’.

 # The German contribution to the project is up to 
8 million EUR.

 # The project will continue for a duration of three 
years starting from 2018 until December 2020.

Other Details
 # The Sustainable Urban Development 

Programme - Smart Cities in India’ project will 
be supported by the German Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ).

 # The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs and Germany’s GIZ will jointly work 
on implementing its missions –

 - The optimisation of the national orientation 
framework

 - The dissemination of practice-proven 
approaches on sustainable urban 
development

 # Besides this, the focus will be laid on integrated 
planning approaches for the three Smart Cities 
with the development of local innovations and pilot 
approaches pertaining to the provision of affordable 
housing and basic services within the three cities.

China was elected as the Vice President of Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF), a global body mandated to combat 
terror financing and money laundering. 

Significance of China's election to the FATF

China's election to the FATF assumes significance as Pakistan 
is set to be put in the FATF 'grey list' in June 2018. The grey 
lists puts countries under the scanner for not implementing the 
objectives of the task force.

Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

 # The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-
governmental body established in 1989 by the Ministers of 
its Member jurisdictions. 

 # Established during the G7 Summit in Paris (France), the 
organisation aims to establish international standards 
for combating money laundering and terrorist financing 
and seeks to combat the growing problem of money 
laundering. 

 # FATF Secretariat is housed at the headquarters of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) in Paris. 

 # It consists of over 39 member countries including India. 

 # FATF's decision making body is the 'FATF Plenary'.The 
FATF plenary sessions are held in February, June and October 
every year.

Mandate of FATF

The Financial Action Task Force set standards and promote 
effective implementation of legal, regulatory and operational 
measures for combating money laundering, terrorist financing 
and other related threats.

The FATF is a “policy-making body” which works to generate 
the necessary political will to bring about national legislative and 
regulatory reforms in these areas.
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04 March '18

08 March '18

Saudi Arabia allows women in Military

Agreements between India and Jordan

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has for the first-ever time opened applications for women 
to enlist in the military. Women have been given the rank of soldier 
in the provinces of Riyadh, Mecca, al-Qassim and Medina. 

The move is a continuation of the kingdom’s effort to enact reforms 
that grant females more access to a wide range of previously forbidden 
careers.
Significance
The recruitment of women as soldiers is one of the many reforms 
that the conservative gulf nation has introduced in recent months to 
enhance women’s rights and expand female employment under its new 
reform plan for a post-oil era.

India and Jordan have signed 12 agreements covering 
areas as diverse as defence, mass media, health, culture 
and tourism. These agreements were signed after the 

highlevel talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Jordanian King Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein in New Delhi. 
Jordanian King was on three days visit to India. It was his 
only second to India, that too after more than a decade.
Signed Agreements are

 # MoU on Defence Cooperation
 # Cultural Exchange Programme (CEP)
 # Customs Mutual Assistance Agreement
 # MoU between Prasar Bharati and Jordan TV
 # Twining Agreement between Agra and Petra (Jordan)
 # Visa waiver for diplomatic and official passport holders
 # MoU for long term supply of Rock Phosphate and 

Fertilizer/NPK

 # MoU for setting up of the next generation Centre of 
Excellence (COE) in Jordan

 # MoU for cooperation in the field of Health and 
Medicine between India and Jordan

 # MoU between University of Jordan (UJ) and ICCR 
regarding setting up of a Hindi Chair at the University

 # Cooperation between Indian Institute of Mass 
Communication (IIMC) and Jordan Media Institute (JMI)

India-Jordan Relations
Both countries had established diplomatic relations in 1950 
after India became independent in 1947. 
India is Jordan’s fourth largest trading partner. Bilateral 
trade between both countries has totalled US $2.2 billion 
in 2014-15. India exported $1.4 billion worth of goods to 
Jordan, and imported $857 million. Since 2012-13, the 
balance of trade has been in India’s favour.

Background
 # The Arab nation has been a witness to a series of new progressive reforms ever 

since Mohammed Bin Salman was appointed as the Crown Prince on 21 June 
2017. The Prince is widely seen as the chief architect behind Saudi Arabia’s ‘Vision 
2030’ reform programme, which seeks to elevate the percentage of women in the 
workforce from 22 % to nearly one-third. The Kingdom on February 15 announced 
a major policy change by allowing women to open their own businesses without 
the need of showing consent from a husband or male relative.

 # Saudi Arabia’s public prosecutor’s office also announced earlier this month that 
it would begin recruiting women investigators for the first time. The nation has 
also opened 140 positions for women at airports and border crossings, which 
drew over 107,000 female applicants- again a historic first for the nation.

 # Saudi King Salman in September 2017, issued a decree that allowed women to 
drive cars, bringing an end to the decades-old ban on female drivers. Following 
the decree, the nation announced its plan to allow women to drive from June 2018 
and ride-hailing apps are getting prepared to hire female drivers. In October 2017, 
the nation’s sports authority Chairman Turki Al-Asheikh announced that the Saudi 
women will now be able to attend sports events in stadiums starting from 2018.

Saudi	Arabia's	Male	
Guardianship	System

Under the system, 
adult women must 
obtain permission to 
travel, marry or leave 
prison. They may be 
required to provide 
consent to work or 
access healthcare.
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Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)

10 March '18

11 March '18

MoU between India and Vietnam

India and Vietnam 
have signed 
Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) 
on Cooperation 
in field of atomic 
energy during official 
state visit Tran Dai 
Quang, President of 
Vietnam to India. 

It was signed between Global Centre for Nuclear Energy 
Partnership, India (GCNEP) and Vietnam Atomic Energy 
Institute (VINATOM). Its purpose is to strengthen technical 
cooperation in field of atomic energy for peaceful purposes.
Global Centre for Nuclear Energy Partnership (GCNEP)
GCNEP is sixth Research & Development unit under 
Department of Atomic Energy (DAE). It is located near 

Bahadurgarh, Haryana. It helps in capacity building, in 
association with interested countries and International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). It is involved technology, 
human resource development, education & training and 
giving momentum to R&D in enlisted areas.
Objectives of GCNEP
Develop enhanced nuclear safeguards to effectively and 
efficiently monitor nuclear materials and facilities.
Establish accreditation facilities for radiation monitoring.
Train manpower in the field of Nuclear Security and 
Radiological Safety.
Promote development of advanced, more proliferation 
resistant nuclear power reactors.
Provide education in field of Advanced Nuclear Energy 
Systems, Isotopes and Radiation Technologies, nuclear 
forensic.

11 Asia-Pacific countries, including Japan, 
Australia and Canada, signed the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement 

for Trans-Pacific Partnership in Chile. The countries 
signing the agreement, which account for more than 13% 
of the world economy, have agreed to bring down tariffs 
on cross-border trade by as much as 98% after domestic 
ratification. The CPTPP comes soon after the U.S. had 
made clear its plan to impose tariffs on the import of 
aluminium and steel in an attempt to protect domestic 
manufacturers
Member countries of CPTPP
Member states of Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership are: 
#    Japan       # Malaysia
#    Vietnam  # Singapore
# Brunei  #     Australia
# New Zealand      # Canada
#     Mexico  # Chile
# Peru

Background 

Twelve countries that border the Pacific 
Ocean signed up to the Trans- Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) in February 2016, 
representing roughly 40% of the world's 
economic output. The pact aimed to deepen 
economic ties between these nations, 
slashing tariffs and fostering trade to boost 
growth. Members had also hoped to foster a 
closer relationship on economic policies and 
regulation. The agreement was designed so 
that it could eventually create a new single 
market, something like that of the EU. But 
all 12 nations needed to ratify it, before it 
could come into effect. Donald Trump had 
promised to pull the U.S. out of the TPP, 
and went on to do precisely that within weeks 
of assuming office. 

Commerce and Industry Ministry has appointed four institutes (IIFT, ICAI, ICSI, and 
NICMAR) to push India’s ranking in ease of doing business index.
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Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) partnership summit was held in Visakhapatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh.

Agreements between 
India and France

World Happiness Index 2018

India and France singed 14 
key agreements in strategic 
areas of security, nuclear 
energy, protection of classified 
information and also in field of 
education, environment, urban 
development and railways.

The United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Solutions Network published the World Happiness Report 2018. 
The Report comprises the World Happiness Index, a landmark survey to know the state of global happiness. It 
ranked 156 countries by their happiness levels and 117 countries by the happiness of their immigrants.

Highlights of the World Happiness Index 2018
 # In addition to the usual ranking of the levels and changes in happiness around the world, the main focus of the 2018 

World Happiness Report was also on migration within and between the countries.
 # The overall ranking of a country's happiness is based on the collective results from Gallup World Poll Surveys from 

2015-2017, which show both- change and stability. 
 # Land of skiing, saunas and Santa Claus, Finland emerged as the happiest place to live in.
 # The Top 10 countries that rule the World Happiness Index are Finland, Norway, Denmark, Iceland, Switzerland, 

Netherlands, Canada, New Zealand, Sweden and Australia. 
 # The United States fell to the 18th rank this year, four places down from last year. It fetched 11th rank in the first index 

and has never been in the Top 10.
India's Rank in the World Happiness Index 2018
India ranked 133rd in the list, far behind terror-ravaged Pakistan (75th Rank) in the global list of the happiest countries. 
India slipped 11 places from 122nd position last year.
It ranked behind the majority of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Nations, apart from 
Afghanistan, that stood at 145th position. While, Bhutan was ranked at 97th, Bangladesh at 115th, Nepal at 101st, Sri 
Lanka at 116th and China at 86th.

11 March '18

14 March '18

These agreements were signed 
after extensive bilateral talks 
between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
in New Delhi. French President 
Macron was in India on four-
day official state visit. His visit 
was aimed at strengthening 
bilateral economic, political 
and strategic dimension of 
engagement between India 
and France.

Signed Agreements are
 # MoU on cooperation in the field 

of Environment.
 # MoU on technical cooperation in 

the field of Railways.
 # India-France Migration and 

Mobility Partnership Agreement.
 # Agreement to facilitate Mutual 

Recognition of Academic 
Qualifications.

 # Letter of Intent for creation of 
permanent Indo-French Railways 
Forum.

 # Agreement on cooperation in the field 
of Sustainable Urban Development.

 # MoU for co-operation in projects 
in ISA member countries in areas 
of solar energy

 # Implementing Arrangement for 
pre-formulation studies of a 
Maritime Awareness Mission.

 # Agreement regarding provision 
of reciprocal logistics support 
between their Armed Forces.

 # Bilateral Arrangement on 
cooperation in matter of Hydrography 
and Maritime Cartography.

 # Agreement regarding exchange 
and reciprocal protection of 
classified or protected information

 # Credit Facility Agreement of 
Euros 100 million for funding 
of Smart City Projects through a 
Challenge Process

 # Industrial Way Forward 
Agreement between NPCL and 
EDF, France for construction of 
six nuclear reactors at Jaitapur, 
Maharashtra.

 # Agreement on Prevention of Illicit 
Consumption and Reduction of 
Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs, 
Psychotropic Substances and 
Chemical Precursors and Related 
Offences.
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17 March '18

20 March '18

Worldwide Cost of Living report 2018

Vladimir Putin: winning a fourth term in Russia’s Presidential elections

The Economist Intelligence Unit’s latest Worldwide 
Cost of Living report 2018 has ranked Singapore as the 
world’s most expensive city for the fifth straight year, 

while Syrian capital Damascus was ranked as the world’s 
cheapest city.

Vladimir Putin, who has literally been at the helm of Russian politics 
since the turn of the century, cruised through 
another historic victory by winning a fourth 

term in Russia’s Presidential elections. Putin, who 
has ruled Russia for almost two decades, recorded 
his best election performance with 76.67 per cent 
of the vote in the preliminary results. The thumping 
mandate gives Putin another six years of power. The 
leader, however, rejected the possibility of staying in 
power indefinitely.
Meanwhile, the opposition cried foul, reporting ballot 
stuffing and other cases of alleged fraud as the Kremlin 
pushed for a high turnout to give greater legitimacy to 
Putin's historic fourth term.
Key Highlights

 # The 2018 elections saw Putin go up against seven other candidates to retain his coveted position.
 # Putin’s strongest vocal critic and competitor Alexei Navalny was prohibited from running due to a previous 

conviction for corruption, though his supporters and international observers claim that the conviction was politically 
motivated.

 # The win has extended Putin’s power until at least 2024. He is already Russia's longest-serving leader since 
Stalin.

The other cities that were ranked as the most expensive include Paris and Zurich, which were tied at the second position, 
followed by Hong Kong and Norway’s capital Oslo. The top ten in the list is largely split between Asia and Europe. South 
Korea’s capital Seoul is the only city other than Singapore in the top ten that has managed to retain its ranking from the 
previous year.
Israel’s Tel Aviv, which was ranked 34th just five years ago, is now the ninth most expensive city in the survey.
Asia: Home to world’s most expensive and cheapest cities!

 # When looking at the most expensive cities by category, it is interesting to note that Asian cities tend to be the priciest 
locations for general grocery shopping. However, European cities tend to be priciest in the household, personal care, 
recreation and entertainment categories, with Zurich and Geneva the most expensive, perhaps reflecting a greater 
premium on discretionary spending.

 # According to the survey, Asia is home to some of the world’s most expensive cities, but to many of the world’s 
cheapest cities too.

 # Within Asia, the survey noted that the best value for money was offered by South Asian cities, particularly those in 
India and Pakistan.

 # The Indian cities of Bangalore, Chennai and New Delhi and Pakistan’s Karachi featured among the ten cheapest 
locations surveyed.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

RBI has launched 
Ombudsman Scheme for 

non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs) 

India will become the 69th 
member of  European Bank 

for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD)

Fugitive Economic 
Offenders Bill, 2018 : 

Explained

Amit Panghal claimed his second consecutive international gold in the 69th Strandja Memorial 
boxing tournament.

YH Malegam committee to 
monitor bad loans

Banks to be linked with SWIFT

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
constituted an expert committee to look 
into the entire gamut of issues relating to 

classification of bad loans, effectiveness of audits 
and rising incidents of frauds. The committee will 
be headed by Y H Malegam, a former member of 
Central Board of Directors of RBI.
Terms of References

 # The committee will look into reasons 
for high divergence observed in asset 
classification and provisioning by banks 
vis-à-vis RBI’s supervisory assessment. 

 # It will suggest steps needed to prevent it, 
factors leading to increasing incidence of 
frauds in banks and measures (including 
IT interventions) needed to curb and 
prevent it. 

 # It will also look into role and effectiveness 
of various types of audits conducted in 
banks in mitigating the incidence of such 
divergence and frauds.

The Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) has 
directed banks to 

link SWIFT (Society for 
World Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication System 
platform) with their core 
banking solutions (CBS) by 
April 30, 2018.  This decision is part of RBI’s efforts to tighten internal 
controls in banks following Rs 11,400 crore fraud that was unearthed at 
Punjab National Bank (PNB). 

Background
The mega PNB fraud surrounds around SWIFT technology 
which was misused by its branch officials to fraudulently 
issue LoUs (letters of undertaking), kind of Bank guarantees 
to diamond and jewellery importer Nirav Modi-linked 
companies without getting proper approvals and without 
making entries in CBS. The failure of SWIFT-CBS link 
led to Rs 11,400 crore fraud at PNB and enabled these 
transactions to go undetected for over seven years. Many 
banks are yet to establish the linkage. So there is urgent 
need for banks to revisit their surveillance system and 
plug the loopholes.
SWIFT (Society for World Interbank Financial Telecommunication 
System) platform

SWIFT is global financial messaging service that enables financial 
institutions worldwide to send and receive information about financial 
transactions in secure, standardized and reliable environment. It is used 
to transmit messages relating to cross border financial transactions.

It was founded in 1973 and is headquartered in La Hulpe, Belgium. 

SWIFT does not facilitate funds transfer, rather, it sends payment 
orders, that must be settled by correspondent accounts that institutions 
have with each other. On receiving this message through SWIFT, banks 
abroad, mostly branches of domestic banks abroad provide funds to the 
company.

21 February '18
23 February '18
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RBI launches Ombudsman scheme for NBFCs

FIU categorises 9,491 NBFCs as high risk for PMLA non-compliance

CBDT signs 200 APAs

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has launched Ombudsman Scheme for non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) 
for redressal of complaints against NBFCs registered with RBI under section 45-IA of the RBI Act, 1934. The 
scheme will provide cost-free and expeditious complaint redressal mechanism relating to deficiency in services by 

non-banking financial companies covered under the scheme.
Ombudsman Scheme for NBFCs
The offices of NBFC Ombudsmen will function at four metro centres —Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and New Delhi. They 
will handle complaints of customers in respective zones. Under this scheme, any customer or person can file a complaint 
with ombudsman on various grounds. Only written complaints or those in electronic format will be accepted.  
RBI will appoint one or more of its officers in rank of not less than General Manager (GM) to be known as Ombudsman to carry 
out functions. The appointment will for period not exceeding three years at time. The schemes provide for Appellate mechanism 
under which complainant/NBFC will have option to appeal against decision of Ombudsman before Appellate Authority.
It will obligation of NBFC concerned to implement settlement arrived with complainant or Award passed by Ombudsman 
when it becomes final and send  report in this regard to RBI within 15 days of award becoming final. In case of non-
implementation of settlement or Award, the complainant may represent to RBI and RBI may initiate such action under 
provisions of RBI Act, 1934 as it deems fit.

The Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) under Finance 
Ministry has categorised around 9,491 non-banking 
financial companies (NBFC) as high risk prone 

financial institutions as they have not complied with 
stipulated provision of Prevention of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA). There are about 12,000 NBFCs in country at 
present and high risk financial NBFCs account for about 
80% of total NBFCs in the country. 
Background
Under PMLA, the NBFCs, which include cooperative 
banks, are required to furnish details about their financial 
operations and transactions to the FIU in a prescribed format. 
The FIU had observed activities of these institutions and 
processed the data of these companies after demonetisation 
of high value currency notes of Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 in 
November 2016. It also had found that these NBFCs also 

did not comply with stipulated condition of appointing 
principal officer and designated director who are responsible 
for checking and reporting suspicious transactions and cash 
transactions of Rs 10 lakh and above. FIU is mandated to 
check crimes in Indian economy and alert enforcement 
agencies against such.
Non-banking financial companies (NBFCs)
NBFC is company registered under Companies Act. It is 
engaged in business of loans and advances, acquisition 
of shares, bonds, stocks, debentures and securities issued 
by government or local authority or other marketable 
securities. NBFCs can make investments and lend and 
hence, their activities are akin to that of banks. However, 
they cannot accept demand deposits and do not form part 
of payment and settlement system i.e. they cannot issue 
cheques drawn on itself.

The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has crossed 
an important milestone of having signed 200 Advance 
Pricing Agreements (APAs). It was achieved after it 

entered into seven more APAs in February 2018. All the 
seven were Unilateral APAs and pertain to pharmaceuticals, 
automobiles, financial and food & beverages sectors of the 
economy. With this, CBDT till has entered into 203 APAS 
(185 Unilateral and 18 Bilateral APAs).
Key Facts
The APAs signed so far covers international transactions 
in manufacturing, provision of software development 
services, provision of IT enabled Services (ITES), provision 
of contract R&D Services, payment of royalty, Distribution, 
provision of marketing support services, AMP expenses, 

provision of engineering design support services, provision 
of sourcing support services, payment of interest, etc.
Advance Pricing Agreement (APA) Scheme
The APA scheme endeavours to provide certainty to taxpayers 
in domain of transfer pricing by specifying methods of 
pricing and setting prices of international transactions in 
advance. Its provision was introduced in Income-tax Act, 
1961 in 2012 and Rollback provisions were introduced in 
2014. The scheme aims to strengthen Government’s resolve 
of fostering non-adversarial tax regime. It has significantly 
contributed towards improving ease of doing business in 
India and has been appreciated nationally and internationally 
for being able to address complex transfer pricing issues in a 
fair and transparent manner.

MC Mary Kom had to be content with a silver in the 69th Strandja Memorial boxing 
tournament for men and women.

24 February '18

27 February '18

02 March '18
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Impact
 # The Bill is expected to restore law and order, as with its 

implementation the fugitive economic offenders would be 
forced to return to India to face trial for their offences.

 # The bill would also help the banks and other financial 
institutions to achieve higher recovery from financial 
defaults committed by such fugitive economic 
offenders and thus improving the financial health of 
such institutions.

Who is a Fugitive Economic Offender?
A fugitive economic offender is any individual against 
whom a warrant for arrest in relation to a schedule offence 
has been issued by any court of India who, either leaves 
or has left India to avoid criminal prosecution or refuses to 
return to India to face criminal prosecution.
A scheduled offence refers to a list of economic offences 
contained in the schedule of the bill including cheating, forgery, 
fraud, corruption, insider trading and customs evasion.

India shuttler Sameer Verma defeated former world No. 2 Jan O Jorgensen to clinch the men's 
singles title at the Swiss Open Super 300 tournament.

Fugitive Economic Offenders 
Bill, 2018 : Explained

03 March '18

Key features of the bill:
 # The bill provides for the creation of a ‘Special Court’ under the Prevention of Money-laundering Act, 2002 to declare 

a person as a Fugitive Economic Offender.
 # The process of repatriation of an economic fugitive under the act begins with the submission of an application before 

the special court declaring that an individual is a fugitive economic offender.
 # The application should comprise an attachment of the property of the fugitive.
 # After going through the application, the special court would issue a notice to the individual alleged to be a fugitive 

economic offender.
 # This would be followed by confiscation of the property of the individual resulting from the proceeds of crime.
 # The offender’s other properties located in India and abroad including benami property would also be confiscated.
 # Further, the offender would be disentitled from defending any civil claim.
 # Finally, an administrator will be appointed to manage and dispose of the confiscated property under the Act.

Further, only those cases would come under the jurisdiction of the bill that involve a total value of Rs 100 crore or more.
Other Details
If at any point during the course of the proceedings the alleged Fugitive Economic Offender returns to India and submits 
to the appropriate jurisdictional Court, proceedings under the proposed Act would come to an end.
Further, the bill provides for all necessary constitutional safeguards to the offender in terms of providing hearing to the 
person through counsel, allowing him time to file a reply, serving notice of summons to him, whether in India or abroad 
and appeal to the High Court.
Background

 # The Bill was first announced in Finance Minister Arun Jaitley’s 2017 Budget speech.
 # India has witnessed several instances of economic offenders fleeing the country to avoid facing criminal proceedings 

such as industrialist Vijay Mallya and recently, billionaire jewellery designer Nirav Modi.
 # Most of the cases involve non-repayment of bank loans, which is worsening the financial health of the banking sector in India.
 # The existing civil and criminal provisions in law are not entirely adequate to deal with the severity of the problem.
 # Therefore, it was felt necessary to provide an effective, expeditious and constitutionally permissible deterrent to 

ensure that such actions are curbed.

Objective

The main objective of the bill is to 
lay down measures to deter fugitive 
economic offenders from evading the 
process of Indian law by remaining 

outside the jurisdiction of Indian 
courts.
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The Union Government has set up 8 member steering committee look into 
the development and regulation of the financial technology (fintech) sector 
in India. It will be headed by Economic Affairs Secretary Subhash Garg. 

Members: Electronics and Information Technology Secretary, Financial Services 
Secretary, MSME Secretary, Chairperson of Central Board of Excise and Customs, 

Deputy Governor of Reserve Bank of India, Chief Executive Officer of Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI) and Joint Secretary Department of Economic Affairs.

Terms of References
Committee’s objective is to consider various issues relating to development of fintech sector in India. It will 

look into issues to make fintech-related regulations more flexible and generate enhanced entrepreneurship 
in area where India has distinctive comparative strengths vis-à-vis other emerging economies.

It will find ways of using fintech in critical sectors of economy, including financing of micro, 
small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), delivery of e-services to vulnerable sections of society, 

management of land records and other government services. It will also focus on how fintech can be 
leveraged to enhance financial inclusion of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

It will examine means of using data available with Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN) and 
information utilities such as credit information companies to make applications for financing of MSMEs. 

It will also work with entities such as UIDAI to create and use unique enterprise identification number.

Government sets 
up Subhash 
Chandra Garg 
Committee 
to regulate 
fintech 
sector

05 March '18

Iraq is now India’s biggest Oil Supplier

India is 12th largest overseas holder of US government securities

Iraq has overtaken Saudi Arabia 
to become India’s top crude oil 
supplier by supplying 38.9 million 

tonnes (MT) crude oil in the current 
financial year. It was fifth of the India’s 
oil needs. India is 80% dependent on 
imports to meet its oil needs. India 
had imported 184.4 MT of crude oil 
during April-January period of 2017-
18 period as compared to 213.9 MT 
in the entire 2016-17 fiscal, and 202.8 
MT in 2015-16.
Key Facts

 # Saudi Arabia traditionally has 
been India’s top oil source but 
Iraq dethroned it. Saudi Arabia 

supplied 30.9 MT of crude oil 
in first 10 months of current 
fiscal. Iran continued to be third 
largest supplier, selling 18.4 MT 
during April-January.  This is the 
second year in a row that Iran 
has occupied the third position. 
Venezuela is India’s fourth largest 
supplier with 15.5 MT during 
April-January, followed by 
Nigeria with 14.9 MT.

Reasons for increase of imports 
from Iraq

 # Iraq was able dethrone Saudi 
Arabia as India’s largest crude 
oil supplier mainly by supplying 

heavily discounted crude 
compared to crude oil sold by 
Saudi Arabia at Official Selling 
Price of OPEC. 

 # Iraq did not followed the 
aggressive pricing due to its 
heavy dependence on oil revenues 
to fund its economy. 

According to recent figures 
compiled by US Treasury 
Department, India is 12th 

largest overseas holder of US 
government securities. India’s 
exposure to it has risen sharply to high 
of US $144.7 billion at end of 2017.
The preliminary data from June 2017 
benchmark survey of foreign portfolio 
holdings of US securities showed that 
total value of such holding was $18.44 
trillion. Out of the total, $7.19 trillion 
was in equities, $10.29 trillion in long-
term debt securities and $954 billion in 
short-term debt securities.

Key Facts
India holdings in US government 
securities in 2017 have raised except 
for few months when total exposure 
had declined. India’s holding of 
India went up to US $144.7 billion in 
December 2017, which was increase 
of little over $26 billion compared to 
year-ago period.
In December 2016, India’s exposure 
was just $118.2 billion. While holding 
at end of December 2017 is at one-year 
high compared to December 2016, the 
exposure was slightly higher at $145.1 
billion in September 2017.

In 2017, China was largest holder 
of US government securities with 
holdings to tune of $1.18 trillion, 
followed by Japan at $1.06 trillion. 
Ireland was third with holdings of 
$326.5 billion followed by Cayman 
Islands ($269.9 billion), Brazil 
($256.8 billion), UK ($250 billion), 
Switzerland ($249.6 billion), 
Luxembourg ($217.6 billion), Hong 
Kong ($194.7 billion) and Taiwan 
($180.9 billion).  Among the BRIC 
countries, India had the third largest 
exposure while that of Russia was 
lower at $102.2 billion.

06 March '18

08 March '18
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India will become the 
69th member of EBRD

CCEA has approved continuation of Urea 
Subsidy Scheme

The shareholders of European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) have given their nod to 

India’s candidature to international financial 
institution. With this, India will become 
the 69th member of EBRD. The move 
follows Indian Government’s application 
to seek membership of EBRD back in 
December 2017. It will set stage increase in 
joint investment with Indian companies in 
EBRD’s regions of operation.
Key Facts
The EBRD’s Board of Governors, which 
represents all existing shareholders of 
the international financial institution, had 
voted in favour of India’s membership 
application. With shareholders’ approval, 
the formal membership process will now 
get underway, which includes purchase 
of shares by India at estimated cost of 
around 1 million euros.
European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD)
EBRD is a multilateral developmental 
investment bank. It was established in 1991 
after fall of the Berlin wall to promote private 
and entrepreneurial initiative in emerging 
Europe. It is headquartered in London, 
United Kingdom. It was initially focused to 
help former Communist states build their 
economies after Cold War and then expanded 
to support development in more than 30 
countries from central Europe to central Asia.
It invests in 38 emerging economies 
across three continents with predefined 
set of criteria that aim to make its 
countries more competitive, better 
governed, greener, more inclusive, more 
resilient and more integrated. It works 
only in countries that are committed to 
democratic principles, using investment 
as tool to build market economies.

The Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA) has approved 

continuation of Urea Subsidy 
Scheme from 2017 upto 2020 
and implementation of Direct 
Benefit Transfer (DBT) for 
disbursement of fertilizer 
subsidy. The proposal in 
these regards was forwarded 
by Department of Fertilizers, 
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.

Key Facts

The continuation of the urea subsidy scheme will ensure timely payment 
of subsidy to urea manufacturers resulting in timely availability of urea to 
farmers at statutory controlled price. Implementation of DBT in Fertilizer 
Sector will reduce diversion of fertilizers to non-agricultural use and plug 
leakages.

DBT in Fertilizer Sector

Department of Fertilizers is in process to roll out DBT in fertilizer sector 
nationwide. DBT will entail 100% payment to fertilizer companies on sale of 
fertilizers to farmers at subsidized rates. The DBT in fertilizer sector being 
implemented is slightly different from normal DBT implemented for other 
schemes. Under it, the subsidy will be released to the fertilizer companies 
instead of the beneficiaries, after the sale is made by the retailers to the 
beneficiaries. The subsidy will be released on submission of claims generated 
in the web-based online Integrated Fertilizer Monitoring System (iFMS) by 
fertilizer companies.

Urea Subsidy Scheme

Urea Subsidy is part of Central Sector Scheme (CSS) of Department and is 
wholly financed by Central Government of India through budgetary support. 
It also includes Imported Urea subsidy which is directed towards import to 
bridge gap between assessed demand and indigenous production of urea in 
the country. It also includes freight subsidy for movement of urea across the 
country.

Background

The use of chemical fertilizers have played pivotal role in making India self-
reliant in food grain production and provide very vital input for growth of 
Indian agriculture. For sustained agricultural growth and to promote balanced 
nutrient application, urea is made available to farmers at statutorily controlled 
price.

The fertilizer subsidy mainly is difference between delivered cost of 
fertilizers at farm gate and MRP payable by farmer. It is given to fertilizer 
manufacturer/importer by Central Government. At present, there are 31 urea 
manufacturing units, out of which 28 urea units use Natural Gas as feedstock/
fuel and remaining 3 urea units use Naphtha as feedstock.

09 March '18

16 March '18
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US challenged Indian export subsidy schemes at WTO

Loan agreement with the Asian Development Bank

The US Trade Representative (USTR) challenged Indian export 
subsidy schemes at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) by 
claiming that these programmes will harm American workers 

through creating an "uneven" playing field.
The USTR consulted the WTO in this matter. These consultations are 
the first step in the WTO dispute settlement process. If they do not reach 
to a jointly agreed solution through discussion, the US may left with 
only option to request the WTO dispute settlement panel to review the 
matter. 
What’s the matter?
As per the USTR, financial benefits given to Indian exporters through at least half a dozen Indian programmes allow them 
to trade their goods more cheaply to the detriment of American workers and manufacturers. 
They pegged these subsidies benefits at $7 Billion. 
The USTR said that India has provided exemption from certain duties, taxes, and fees which benefits numerous Indian 
exporters, including producers of steel products, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, information technology products, textiles, 
and apparel through these programmes.
The programmes under which these benefits are provided are: the Merchandise Exports from India Scheme; 
Export Oriented Units Scheme and sector specific schemes, including Electronics Hardware Technology Parks 
Scheme, Special Economic Zones, Export Promotion Capital Goods Scheme and Duty Free Imports for Exporters 
Programme.
The USTR also said that India’s exemption under the WTO’s special and differential provisions for developing countries 
in 2015, New Delhi has expired but still it continued to do so and even raised the size and scope.

The Union Government on signed a $120 million loan 
agreement with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
for completion of works for double-tracking and 

electrification of railway tracks along high-density corridors 
to improve operational efficiency of Indian railways.
The tranche 3 loan is part of the $500 million multi-tranche 
financing facility for Railway Sector Investment Program 
approved by the ADB Board in 2011. The loan amount will 
be used to complete the ongoing works commenced under 
earlier tranches.
Signatories of the agreement
Sameer Kumar Khare, Joint Secretary (Multilateral 
Institutions), Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of 
Finance, signed the loan on behalf of the Union Government, 
while Kenichi Yokoyama, Country Director of ADB’s India 
Resident Mission, signed on behalf of ADB.
Objective

 # The project mainly aims to enhance the efficiency of 
rail infrastructure through electrification, introduction 
of modern signalling system and doubling rail tracks 
on the major routes in the country.

 # It will help develop an energy-efficient, safe and 
reliable railway system that will result in reduced travel 

time along project rail routes and improved operational 
and financial efficiency.

Key Highlights
 # The funding for tranche 3 loan is expected to contribute 

towards achieving the overall program outputs of 
double-tracking about 840 kms of rail routes and 
electrification of 640 kms of tracks along high density 
corridors.

 # The program will also help in implementing new 
accounting systems and provide additional safety 
measures including collision avoidance equipment.

 # The investment program would be targeting busy freight 
and passenger routes in the states of Chhattisgarh, 
Odisha, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh 
including the ‘Golden Quadrilateral’ corridor that 
connects metropolitan cities of Chennai, Kolkata, 
Mumbai and New Delhi.

 # The doubling of rail sections will be implemented 
along the Daund-Titlagarh section, the Sambalpur-
Titlagarh section, the Raipur-Titlagarh Section and 
the Hospet-Tinaighat section while electrification will 
be undertaken along the 641-kilometer Pune-Wadi 
Guntakal section.

18 March '18

20 March '18
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Navjot Kaur: First Indian 
woman to win gold 

medal at Asian Wrestling 
Championships

Australia won Azlan Shah 
Hockey Tournament

Indian junior archers 
bagged three gold in Asia 

Cup Archery Stage 1

Nitin Gadkari has laid the foundation stone for setting up of a National Technology Centre for Ports, Waterways 
and Coasts (NTCPWC), at IIT Chennai.

Parupalli Kashyap won Austrian Open International Challenge
25 February '18

25 February '18

Reigning Commonwealth Games champion Parupalli Kashyap overcame 
Malaysia’s June Wei Cheam in straight games in the men’s singles 
final to clinch the Austrian Open International Challenge, his first 

international title in over three years. Kashyap, a former National champion 
and second seed, saw off Cheam 23-21 21-14 in a 37-minute clash.

Parupalli Kashyap
He is trained at Gopichand Badminton Academy and is supported by 

Olympic Gold Quest, a not-for-profit foundation supporting Indian 
athletes. He was awarded the Arjuna Award by Government of 
India in 2012.

He created history by reaching the Quarterfinals of men's 
singles at 2012 London Olympics, being the only male 
player from India to do so, at that time. At the 2014 
Glasgow Commonwealth Games, he won the gold medal in 
men's singles. Kashyap was the Icon Player for the Indian 
Badminton League team, Banga Beats in 2013 edition.

After 19 days of competition at 
the 2018 Winter Olympics in 
Pyeong Chang, South Korea, 

Norway came out on top of the final 
medal count.
Norway topped the medal table as Marit 
Bjorgen won gold in the women's cross-
country skiing 30km mass start classic, 
the final event of the Winter Olympics.
Norway finished with 14 golds, the 
same as Germany, but won a record 
39 medals overall, eight more than the 
Germans.
Bjorgen, 37, became the most decorated 
Winter Olympian by winning bronze in 
the team sprint free - her fifth medal at 
Pyeongchang 2018 and 15th overall.

List of Top 10 countries

2018 Winter Olympics  Rank                     Country              Gold     Silver    Bronze   Total

   1  Norway    14 14 11 39

   2  Germany   14 10 7 31

   3  Canada    11 8 10 29

   4  United States   9 8 6 23

   5  Netherlands   8 6 6 20

   6  Republic of Korea  5 8 4 17

   7  Russia    2 6 9 17

   8  Switzerland   5 6 4 15

   9  France    5 4 6 15

  10  Sweden    7 6 1 14
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Navjot Kaur: First Indian woman to win gold 
medal at Asian Wrestling Championships

Former Australia Test opener 
Cowan retires Indian junior archers bagged three 

gold in Asia Cup Archery Stage 1

03 March '18

08 March '18

08 March '18

Ace wrestler Navjot Kaur won gold medal in the 65kg freestyle 
wrestling category of Senior Asian Championships held in Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan. With this, she created history by becoming first Indian 

woman wrestler to win gold medal in Senior Asian Championships. 
This was also India’s first gold in the ongoing championships. In the 
final match the women’s 65kg freestyle wrestling category, Navjot 
defeated Japan’s Miya Imai by 9-1 score.
Earlier, Rio Olympics bronze medallist Sakshi Malik had who 
won the bronze in 62kg freestyle category after defeating 
Kazakhstan’s Ayaulym Kassymova 10-7. These two medals 
have taken India’s overall medal tally to six, which consisted 
one gold, silver and four bronze medals.

Navjot	Kaur

Navjot Kaur (born 10 February 1990) represents India in the women’s freestyle wrestling in 67 kg 
category. She had won Bronze medal (67 kg category) at 2014 Glasgow Commonwealth Games. 
In Asian Wrestling Championships, she had won Bronze medal in 2011, Silver medal in 2013. In 
2013 Wrestling World Cup held in Ulanbaatar she had won Bronze medal.

Former Australia Test opener Ed Cowan 
announced his retirement from professional 
cricket, leaving the game with more than 

10,000 runs and 25 centuries to his name.

The 35-year-old made his Test debut in the Boxing 
Day clash with India in 2011, but hasn't added to 
his 18 appearances since his last outing in 2013. He 
averaged 31.28. Cowan was selected for Australia 
A in June 2010 to play Sri Lanka, where he scored 
a century in a convincing series win.

Cowan made his Test cricket debut for Australia 
in the 2011 Boxing Day Test against India. His 
selection followed a season in which, to that point, 
he had averaged 64.22 in first class matches. His 
baggy green cap was presented by Dean Jones. 
Against India he became the 18th Australian opening 
batsman to score a half-century (68) on debut.

Indian junior 
archers bagged 
three gold and 

three bronze medals 
to finish their Asia 
Cup Archery Stage 1 
campaign.

Indian trio of Akash, 
Gora Hoand Gaurav 
Lambe defeated Mongolia's Adiyasuren Baasankhuu, Otgonbold 
Baatarkhuyag and Gantugs Jantsan 27-26 in the tie-breaker to 
clinch the third gold in the recurve category.

Earlier Promila Daimary defeated Natalia Erdynieva of Russia 
7-3 to win a gold in the women's recurve individual where India 
also bagged bronze through Madhu Vedwan.

India had bagged a gold in the women's compound individual 
section where Muskan Kirar prevailed over Nadhirah Zakaria 
Sazatul of Malayasia 139-136.

Muskan also ended up pocketing a second medal in the form 
of bronze when she along with Divya Dhayal and Mrinal 
Hiwrale defeated their Indonesian opponents - Sri Ranti, Dellie 
Threesyadinda, Nina Bonita Pereira Yurike - 227-221 in the third 
place playoff.
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22-year-old Sheoran landed a gold medal in ISSF World Cup in Mexico in men’s after collecting 455.6 points in 
total to finish 3.6 points ahead of second-placed Bernhard Pickl of Austria. Hungarian Istvan Peni got 442.3 
points in total to take the bronze medal.

Akhil Sheoran was the youngest amongst three shooters who had qualified 
for the men’s 50 metres Rifle 3 Positions event at the ISSF World Cup in 
Mexico. Other than him, there were the veteran Sanjeev Rajput and Swapnil 
Kusale. But Sheoran did not let that fact come between him and winning a 
medal at his first World Cup.
This was India’s fourth gold medal at this World Cup and they sit at the top 
of the medals with a total of nine medals. Sheoran’s gold medal was the latest 
one and the number of medals could have better but Rajput missed it by a 
whisker.

Promising long distance runner Sanjeevani Jadhav clinched a bronze in women’s 8 kilometer cross-country race at 
14th Asian cross country Championship. While India also collected the yellow metal in the team event at Guiyang 
in China.

The 20-year-old Sanjeevani clocked 28 minutes and 19 seconds 
to cover the 8 kilometer distance, behind Li Dan (28:03) of China 
and Abe Yukari (28:06) of Japan in the 14th Asian Cross Country 
Championship.
The Indian women’s team of Sanjeevani, Swati Gadhave, Jhuma 
Khatun and Lalita Babar also won a bronze. The performance of three 
best finishers of a country in the individual race is considered for the 
team medal.
In a cross country race, the participants run on open-air courses over 
natural terrain such as dirt or grass. The course may pass through woodlands and open country, and include hills, flat 
ground and sometimes gravel road.

20th Conference of the Commonwealth Education Ministers (20CCEM) was held in Nadi, Fiji.

Australia won Azlan Shah Hockey 
Tournament

Akhil Sheoran landed a gold medal in ISSF World Cup

Sanjeevani Jadhav wins bronze 14th Asian cross country Championship

12 March '18

13 March '18

19 March '18

World champions Australia won 27th edition of 
the Sultan Azlan Shah cup 2018 for record 
10th time. In the final match held in Ipoh, 

Malaysia, Australia defeated defending champion 
England by narrow 2-1 goal margin. Earlier, in the 
classification match for third place, Argentina defeated 
host Malaysia by 3-2 goals.

Azlan Shah Hockey Tournament

It is an annual international men’s field hockey tournament held in Malaysia. It has been named after 9th king of 
Malaysia and ‘Father of Malaysian Hockey’ Sultan Azlan Shah also avid fan of field hockey. It was established 
in 1983 as biennial sporting event. It was converted into annual event after 1998, following its growth and 
popularity. Australia has won prestigious tournament for record 10 times in 1983, 1998, 2004, 2005, 2007, 
2011, 2013, 2014, 2016 and 2018. India had won it 4 times 1985, 1991, 1995, 2009 and shared it in 2010 with 
South Korea.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Only 13% of  over hundred 
tiger conservation areas 
meet global standards: 

Survey

A New shark species 
discovered in Atlantic 

Ocean

Saposhi: Threat of  new 
malware looms over 

cyberspace

The theme of the 20 CCEM was “Sustainability and Resilience: Can Education Deliver?”

Prithvi-II missile
Next generation technology loop to 
generate clean energy

22 February '18

22 February '18

India has successfully conducted night trial of 
indigenously developed surface-to-surface 
nuclear capable Prithvi-II missile off Odisha 

coast. 
Night trial of Prithvi-II missile
The Strategic Forces Command of the Indian 
Army conducted the user trial of this 350 km 
range missile from a mobile launcher from 
launch complex-3 of the Integrated Test Range at 
Chandipur near Balasore in Odisha. 
This night trial of Prithvi-II came after successful 
trials of the Agni-5, Agni-II and Agni I in just 
over a month.
About Prithvi-II missile

 # The Prithvi-II missile weighs about 4600 
kg and is capable of carrying 500 to one 
thousand kilogram of warheads. 

 # It was inducted into the 333-missile regiment 
of the Indian Army in the year 2003.

 # This 9 metre tall, single-stage liquid-fuelled 
Prithvi-II is the first missile to have been 
developed under the Integrated Guided 
Missile Development Programme. 

 # It was developed under the joint collaboration 
of Defence Research and Development 
Organization and Bharat Dynamics Limited.

 # It was first test-fired on January 27, 1996.

Indian scientists 
have developed 
a super critical 

carbon dioxide 
Brayton test loop 
facility that would 
help generate 
clean energy from 
future power plants 
including solar 
thermal. This next generation technology loop was developed 
indigenously by Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.
This is India’s first test-bed for next generation, efficient, compact, 
waterless super critical carbon dioxide Brayton cycle test loop for 
power generation. The technology is perhaps the first test loop 
coupled with solar heat source in the world. 
This early stage research could potentially be useful for meeting 
the energy needs of the country. The new generation high efficiency 
power plants with closed cycle CO2 as the working fluid have the 
potential to replace steam based nuclear and thermal power plants, 
thus reducing the carbon foot print significantly.
The facility was inaugurated by Science & Technology Minister Dr. 
Harsh Vardhan at the IISc campus in Bengaluru.
This test loop is designed to generate the necessary data for future 
development of scaled up S-CO2  power plants, which would 
require overcoming several technological challenges –developing 
critical components such as the turbine, compressor and heat 
exchangers that can work at the desired pressure and temperature 
ranges and using materials that can withstand these conditions.
This effort   has already been identified as a possible national 
initiative for the next generation of solar thermal power plants. 
This gives India an opportunity to become a world leader in this 
technology, and fulfil a major objective of the National Solar 
Mission which emphasizes indigenous manufacturing.
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Samina Baig, Pakistan's first woman to climb Mount Everest, has been appointed as the goodwill 

ambassador of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

New shark species 
discovered in Atlantic 

Ocean

26 February '18

A group of researchers have identified 
a new shark species in the Atlantic 
Ocean. The scientists using genetic 

testing confirmed that the new species is 
different from its counterparts residing in 
the Indian and Pacific Oceans. The species 
have been named Atlantic sixgill shark. 
The findings were published in the journal 
Marine Biodiversity.
Key Highlights

 # The sixgills in the Atlantic Ocean were 
found to be very different from the 
ones in the Indian and Pacific Oceans 
on a molecular level, even though they 
might look similar to the naked eye.

 # With a length of 6 feet, the Atlantic 
sixgill sharks are far smaller than their 
Indo-Pacific counterparts, which can 
grow up to 15 feet or longer.

 # The new species also have unique, 
saw-like lower teeth.

 # Further, as its name suggests, the 
new species of sharks have six-gill 
slits, while most sharks have five-
gill slits.

Significance	of	the	Findings

By getting a new classification, 
the Atlantic sixgill sharks will 
now have a better chance at 
surviving for a long-term.

With ancestors dating back to 
over 250 million years, well 
before dinosaurs, the sixgill 
sharks are among the oldest 
creatures on Earth.

Only 13% of over hundred tiger 
conservation areas meet global standards: 

Survey

28 February '18

According to 
recent survey, 
only 13% 

of tiger conservation 
areas that are part 
of Conservation 
Assured | Tiger 
Standards (CA|TS) 
Partnership meet 
global standards. The 
survey was conducted 
over hundred tiger 
conservation areas by 
11 leading conservation 
organisations and 
countries with tiger 
ranges that are part of 
CA|TS Partnership.

Key Findings
The surveyed area is home to approximately 70% of the world’s wild tigers. 
The survey found that at least one-third of tiger conservation these areas are 
severely at risk of losing their tigers and most of these sites are in Southeast 
Asia.
Two-thirds of surveyed area is reported fair to strong management, but 
their basic needs such as encroachment against poaching, engaging local 
communities and managing conflict between people and wildlife remained 
weak for all surveyed areas.
Despite poaching being one of greatest threats faced by big cats, 85% 
of the areas surveyed do not have the staff capacity to patrol sites 
effectively. 61% of areas in Southeast Asia have very limited anti-
poaching enforcement.

Conservation	 Assured	 |	 Tiger	 Standards	 (CA|TS)	
Partnership

CA|TS is set of criteria that allow tiger sites (conservation 
areas) to check if their management will lead to successful 
tiger conservation. It was officially launched in 2013 and 
was developed by tiger and protected area experts. It is 
organised under seven pillars and 17 elements of critical 
management activity. Its mission is to secure safe havens 
for wild tigers. It is important part of Tx2, WWF’s global 
tiger programme that aims to double wild tiger numbers 
by the year 2022.



NEWS BITES SCiENCE

MICA  MAY 201848
The Andhra Pradesh government signed a total of 364 memoranda of understanding with 

various business establishments, including Reliance Industries Limited.

Saposhi: Threat of new malware looms over 
cyberspace 06 March '18

08 March '18

Cybersecurity agencies have detected a new malware called Saposhi that 
can take over electronic devices and use them for Distributed Denial 
of Service (DDoS) attacks. Saposhi Malware is capable of taking over 

electronic devices and turning them into bots (device taken over by malware) 
which can then be used for any purpose, including DDoS attacks which, with 
enough firepower, can cripple entire industries.

Key Facts

Saposhi is similar in its intensity to Reaper malware, which was taking over millions of devices at rate of 10,000 
devices per day. In October 2017, CERT had issued alert about Reaper which is highly evolved malware capable 
of hacking devices like Wi-Fi routers and security cameras and also hiding its own presence in bot.

India’s endangered Asiatic lion population increases to 600
The endangered Asiatic lion, which only live in Gir Forest National 
Park of India, has made a comeback from the brink of extinction, with 
its population rising to more than 600.
In the late 1960s, there were only about 180 Asiatic lions, but the 
progress in their numbers provoked wildlife conservationists to consider 
them as endangered. 
Asiatic Lions 
# Asiatic lion are cousins of the African lion. It is believed that both got 
     separated 100000 years ago. 
# Asiatic lions are slightly smaller and have a distinctive fold of skin 

along their bellies.
# Asiatic lion once inhabited complete southwest Asia, but, in past few years, it got restricted to the 1400 square kilometre 

Gir Sanctuary in Gujarat state, leading to its listing as critically endangered in the year 2000. 
#  The species' population was under threat due to hunting and human encroachment.
#  A recent survey revealed increase in the number of Asiatic lions, Gir forest now inhabits more than 600 lions, up from 

523 in a 2015 census.
#  They are a major tourist attraction in Gujarat. Earlier, they were only regarded as the target of poachers.
# This increase in the number of lions is attributed to the wildlife conservation schemes, well-trained staff and vets as 

well as help from farmers.
# It's population is currently growing at about two per cent a year.
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Catholic Syrian Bank Ltd (CSB) has tied up with Celebrus Capital Ltd (Celebrus) to offer 

CSB’s customers online trading and Demat Services.

HT Cotton

New species of water strider

Department of Biotechnology in the Ministry of Science and Technology 
has constituted a Field Inspection and Scientific Evaluation Committee 
(FISEC) to investigate the matter of illegal cultivation of HT cotton.

The cultivation of BG-III or HT cotton has not been approved by Genetic 
Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC) of Ministry of Environment. 
However, there are several media reports and complaints regarding the illegal 
or unauthorized cultivation of HT cotton in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Gujarat 
and Maharashtra.
Monsanto, a US-based multinational seed giant, has developed herbicide-tolerant 
trait (BG-III) and commercialised it as ‘Round-up Ready Flex (RRF)’ in the USA.
About HT Cotton:
BG Cotton – III, also known as Herbicide-Tolerant Cotton, contains Round-up Ready and Round-up Flex (RRF) gene. HT 
cotton in an innovation in Bt cotton as it takes care of the weeds problem at a much lower cost than the labour farmers have 
to engage for weeding.
Why is HT Cotton gaining popularity?
In normal cotton, spraying of herbicide is not possible once the plant has emerged out of the soil, as the chemical cannot 
distinguish between weeds and the crop itself. But with cotton that is genetically engineered to ‘tolerate’ herbicide 
application – through introduction of another alien gene, this time coding for a protein inhibiting the action of that chemical 
– only the weeds, not the crop, get killed.
Concerns associated:

 # As the unapproved cotton variety is claimed to be herbicide tolerant, farmers resort to indiscriminate use of glyphosate, 
a herbicide, causing health hazards to humans and cattle, apart from affecting the yield of cotton.

 # The herbicide-resistant gene could spread through pollen into the biodiversity system leading to transformation of 
weeds into super weeds on a large-scale. It would not only threaten the growth and yields of all crops in future, but 
also could increase cultivation costs and lead to health hazards.

A team of scientists from the Zoological Survey of 
India (ZSI) has discovered the new species of water 
strider named ‘Ptilomera Nagalanda Jehamalar and 

Chandra’ from Intangki River in Peren district of Nagaland. 
The species is named after the Nagaland state itself. The 
findings were published in Zootaxa Journal in January 2018.
The Study was co-authored by E Eyarin Jehamalar, Kailash 
Chandra, Srimoyee Basu & C. Selvakumar of Zoological 
Survey of India, Kolkata.
New species of Water Strider

 # The new species ‘Ptilomera nagalanda Jehamalar 
and Chandra’ can be easily differentiated from all 
the known striders through the absence of curly and 
tangled dark brown swimming setae and the presence 
of silvery setae on the sublateral region of the meso and 
metanota of the male.

 # This particular species is orange in colour with black 
stripes on the dorsal (back) side and has a pale yellowish 
brown ventral (front) part of the body.

 # The presence of black stripes on the dorsal side 
differentiates this species from other known species of 
the subgenus Ptilomera. 

 # It has long slender legs and measures about 11.79 
mm.

Subgenus Ptilomera
 # There were only five species of water striders under the 

subgenus Ptilomera in India.
 # These includes Ptilomera assamensis, Ptilomera 

agriodes, Pltilomera occidentalis, Ptilomera laticaudata, 
and Ptilomera tigrina.

 # With the discovery of 
Ptilomera nagalanda 
Jehamalar, the 
number of species 
of water striders 
belonging to the 
Ptilomera subgenus 
has increased to six.

14 March '18

19 March '18
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

India was ranked 47th 
out of  86 countries in 

Inclusive Internet Index 
(III) 2018 report

Avani Chaturvedi scripted 
history by becoming the first 

woman pilot to complete 
a solo flight on a MiG-21 

Bison fighter aircraft

The tallest national flag in 
the country was recently 

hoisted at Belagavi

Union Drinking Water and Sanitation minister Uma Bharti has launched the Swajal pilot project 
at Village Bhikampura in Karauli, Rajasthan.

'Every Child Alive': a report by UNICEF

Global Corruption Perception Index

21 February '18

21 February '18

According to a UNICEF report 'Every Child Alive', Pakistan is the 
riskiest nation to be born in, as it has the highest newborn mortality 
rates in the world. Japan was found to be the safest nation for birth 

on the list, as there less than one in 1,000 babies dies in the first month. 
On the other hand, nations such as Pakistan, Afghanistan or the ones in the 
Central African Republic were found to be worst for newborns. The report 
mainly examined the death rates of newborn babies during the first 28 days 
of life.
Key Highlights

 # Nations such as Japan, Iceland and Singapore were found to have the lowest newborn mortality 
rates thus, offering the best chance at survival for babies.

 # Pakistan topped the list with 45.6 newborn babies dying out of every 1,000 births in 2016.
India’s position in the list

 # India's neonatal mortality rate (deaths per 1,000 live births) was found to be 25.4, making it the 12th worst among 52 
‘lower-middle-income countries’ that pose risk for newborns.

 # India is also the only major country in the world to have a higher mortality for girls than boys.
 # While Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan account for 46% of all births and 57% of India’s neonatal 

deaths, Kerala and Goa have neonatal mortality rates of ten per 1,000 live births.
 # India has set a Sustainable Development Goal target for neonatal mortality of 12 by 2030. To achieve this goal, the 

country will have to reduce its neonatal deaths by half in the next 12 years.

India has been placed at the 81st spot among 180 
nations in the global Corruption Perception Index for 
2017, which was recently released by Transparency 

International.
About the Index
The index ranks 180 countries and territories on the basis of 
their perceived levels of public sector corruption.
The index uses a scale of 0 to 100, where 0 is highly corrupt 
and 100 is very clean.
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National Science Day (NSD) is celebrated every year on 28 February. The Theme for this year is 

'Science and technology for a sustainable future'.

Inclusive Internet Index (III) 2018 report

First Indian woman pilot to fly a fighter jet - Avani Chaturvedi

India was ranked 47th out of 86 
countries in Inclusive Internet 
Index (III) 2018 report. India has 

slipped by 11 positions compared to 
36th rank in 2017 III report due to low 
internet usage and poor quality.
The report was commissioned by 
Facebook in 2017 and is conducted 
by The Economist Intelligence 
Unit (EIU). It provides rigorous 
benchmark of national-level Internet 
inclusion across four categories: 
Availability, Affordability, Relevance 
and Readiness. 2018 edition of report 
has covered 91% of the world’s 
population and expanded data set of 
86 countries, up from 75 countries in 
2017.

Key Highlights of 2018 III report
India was ranked 62nd in Availability, 
39th in Affordability, 37th in 
Relevance and 23rd in Readiness 
categories. Singapore, Canada, Poland 
and Malaysia have topped in respective 
categories.
Internet connectivity: It has grown 
by 8.3% over past year and has 
shown 65.1% increase in low-income 
countries with largest year-on-year 
increases in Rwanda (490.8%), Nepal 
(138.1%) and Tanzania (87.8%).
Mobile Internet gap: It is shrinking 
between rich and poor. In low-income 
countries, average cost of 500 MB 
mobile broadband connection fell 

from 12.1% of monthly income in 
2017 to 10.0% in 2018, a 17.3% cost 
reduction.
Gender gap in Internet inclusion: 
It is still far too pervasive. In 69 
out of 86 countries, more men have 
access to internet than women. On 
average across indexed countries, 
men are 33.5% more likely to have 
Internet access than women. This gap 
is substantially more pronounced in 
lower-income countries.
Empowerment: Use of internet is 
empowering, especially to citizens in 
Asia, Middle East and Africa. Privacy 
and security concerns have limited 
the use of the Internet especially in 
Europe.

Flying Officer Avani Chaturvedi 
scripted history by becoming 
the first woman pilot of 

the Indian Air Force to complete 
a solo flight on a MiG-21 Bison 
fighter aircraft. Avani achieved this 
remarkable feat over the Jamnagar 
Airbase in the Russian-origin flight. 
Her historic flight lasted for about 
30 minutes. Before MiG-21 Bison, 
she had previously flown solo in 
aircrafts like Pilatus PC-7 turboprops, 
Kiran and Hawk jet trainers. Avani 
Chaturvedi’s feat brings India at par 
with countries like Britain, the United 
States, Israel, and Pakistan where 
women fly fighter jets. 
About Avani Chaturvedi 
1. Born on October 24, 1993, Avani 

Chaturvedi hails from Madhya 
Pradesh’s Rewa district. 

2. The 24-year-old pilot completed 
her schooling from Deoland 

before joining Banasthali 
University in 2014 from 
where she completed her 
Bachelors in Technology 
degree.

3. Avani is an active 
sportswoman and 
plays chess and 
table tennis. She 
also has a knack 
for painting.

4. She is currently 
posted at No. 
23 Squadron 
(Panthers) and is from the first 
batch of three women officers 
who were commissioned as 
fighter pilots in the IAF in June 
2016.

5. Avani took six months of 
training on Kiran trainer jets at 
Hakimpet and followed it with 
a one-year-long stint on Hawk 

advanced trainer jets at Bidar 
Air Base.

Flying Officer Bhawna Kanth is 
expected to follow the footsteps of 
Avani Chaturvedi by taking a solo 
flight in MiG-21 Bison fighter jets 
very soon. Kanth is currently posted 
at Ambala with No. 3 Squadron of the 
IAF.

27 February '18

02 March '18



NEWS BITES MiSCELLANEOUS

MICA  MAY 201852
Chilika Lake in Odisha has emerged as the single largest habitat of Irrawaddy dolphins in the 

world with 155 Irrawaddy dolphins.

India's first and much awaited heli taxi service took off in 
Bengaluru with people overjoyed with the utility.
The maiden trip of the heli taxi was between Electronic 

City and Kempegowda International Airport, in Bengaluru’s 
first helicopter taxi service.India's first Heli taxi 

service

05 March '18

Fact File 
 # At present, the Heli taxi service is operating between KIA and Electronic City.
 # Bengaluru has 6.93 million vehicles; the journey by car from airport to Electronics City is of 50 km and takes 2-3 hours.
 # Heli-taxi services to reduce travel time to 15 minutes.
 # Bengaluru also has over 90 multi-storeyed buildings with helipads; helicopters can land in Whitefield and HAL.
 # Centre plans heliport in Electronics City, if there are sufficient passengers to take heli-taxi service.
 # Aim is to make it as affordable as an AC taxi ride between two places in the city.

Bengaluru, India’s tech hub with a population of around 10 million, has over 6.93 million vehicles, or two vehicles 
for every three people, according to the state transport department. The government expects Bengaluru’s heli-taxi 
service to be a model for other cities in India, to promote the use of choppers to commute over high traffic areas, to 
reach airports.

Sharp decline in child marriages in India: UNICEF 07 March '18

The United Nations children's agency (UNICEF) stated that India has seen a sharp decline in 
child marriages over the last ten years with only 27 per cent of girls getting married 
before 18 years in comparison to 47 per cent a decade back. The decline in numbers 

in India has contributed significantly to a global decline in child marriages.
Key Highlights

 # The proportion of girls, who were married before turning 18 decreased by 15 per 
cent globally in the last decade, from 1 in 4 to approximately 1 in 5.

 # Around 25 million child marriages were prevented globally in the last 10 years 
(2005-06 and 2015-16) with the largest reduction was seen in South Asia with 
India being at the forefront.

 # In fact, according to UNICEF, South Asia witnessed the largest decline in child 
marriages worldwide in the last 10 years.

 # The risk of girls getting married as children dropped by more than a third in South Asia, 
from nearly 50 per cent to 30 per cent, largely due to the progress made in India.

Cause
According to the UN children’s agency, the factors that have played a huge role in the decline in child marriages include 
increasing rates of girl education, proactive government investments in adolescent girls and strong public awareness about 
the illegality of child marriage and the harm it causes.
Background
Speaking on the decline UNICEF’s Principal Gender Advisor Anju Malhotra said that when a girl is forced to marry as 
a child, she faces immediate and lifelong consequences, as her odds of finishing school decrease while her odds of being 
abused by her husband and suffering complications during pregnancy increase. Malhotra added that there also huge societal 
consequences and a higher risk of intergenerational cycles of poverty. “Given the life-altering impact, child marriage has 
on a young girl’s life, any reduction is welcome news, but we've got a long way to go,” she said.
Overall, the world has pledged to end the orthodox practice of child marriage by 2030.
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W-Power Trailblazers 2018
Country’s ‘tallest’  flag unfurled in Belagavi

Forbes India released the "W-Power 
Trailblazers" issue 2018, featuring 25 women 
stars on the ascendency in business. Now 

in its second edition, the W-Power Trailblazers 
throws the light on female role models be it 
entrepreneurs or professionals who can persuade 
others to dream bigger and climb higher through 
their work and leadership.
25 Women Stars

 # The 25 women stars included names like 
Chiki Sarkar, publisher of Juggernaut 
Books, Adhuna Bhabani, founder-director 
of Bblunt, Anupriya Acharya, CEO (India) 
of Publicis Media.

 # Kavitha Sairam, co-founder of FIB-SOL Life 
Technologies, Dina Wadia and Shivpriya 
Nanda, joint managing partners of J Sagar 
Associates also made it to the issue this time.

 # There is Wilma Rodrigues of Saahas Waste 
Management that takes care of 30 tonnes of 
solid waste per day in Bengaluru

 # Hemalatha Annamalai, founder of Ampere 
Vehicles, maker of electric two-and-three-
wheelers, also makes into the group.

 # The issue includes top professionals like 
Renu Satti of Paytm Payments Bank and 
Nisha Dutt of Intellecap. 

 # Malini Agarwal, Founder and creative 
director of MissMalini Entertainment, also 
made it into the issue. 

W-Power Trailblazers
 # W-Power Trailblazers issue lists 25 such women 

who are shattering all stereotypes by driving 
their career and businesses individually. 

 # A long list compiled by the Forbes India 
team was given to them, along with five 
criteria to consider. The final list is put 
together based on jury votes.

 # It is not a ranking but a qualitative selection 
of women who are groundbreakers, game-
changers and innovators.

Context: The 
tallest national 
flag in the country 

was recently hoisted at 
Belagavi. The 9,600 sq.ft 
flag on a 110 m flag pole 
was unfurled by Ramesh 
Jarkiholi, District in-
charge Minister.
Key facts:
The national flag is 110m (365 feet) high from the base plate to the 
top. The size of the flag is 120X80 ft. It will weigh 500 kg.
The monumental flag will be flown at all times, and will be well-lit at 
night. It should be seen by residents of Belagavi from afar and remain 
visible at all times.
The flag is made of weatherproof Denier polyester fabric. Two shorter 
poles with flood lights have been erected around the flag.
The 110 m tall flag post at Kote Kere is near the historic Belagavi fort 
in the city. It is taller than the post in Pune (107 m) and the one at the 
Indo-Pak border at Attari (105 m).
Permission granted
Following a judgment of the High Court of Bilaspur in 2010, the 
Union Home Ministry allows the flying of national flags beyond 
sunset. However, these flags are considered monumental flags and 
special permissions are issued on a case by case basis. The Union 
government has issued a permission for the Belagavi monumental 
flag.

08 March '18
13 March '18



NEWS BITES MiSCELLANEOUS

MICA  MAY 201854

World's Billionaires List

Energy Transition Index

American magazine Forbes released the 32nd annual World's Billionaires List, comprising names of a record 2208 
billionaires. The report, after thorough evaluation, concludes that the super-rich continues to get richer, widening 
the gap between the rich and everyone else. Jeff Bezos topped the World's Billionaires List for the first time with 

a fortune of USD 112 billion, up from USD 39.2 billion in 2017, the biggest one-year gain ever. 
Bill Gates, who consistently topped the list for 18 of the past 24 years, dropped to 2nd position this year with a fortune of 
USD 90 billion, up from USD 86 billion in 2017. This is the biggest gap between the top 2 spots since 2001.  
Key Highlights 

 # 2208 billionaires made it to the list this year, up from 2043 in 2017, with an average net worth of USD 4.1 billion, a 
record high of all times.

 # The total combined net worth of these 2208 billionaires came out to be USD 9.1 trillion, up from USD 7.7 trillion in 
last year.

 # Out of 2208, 1490 are self-made billionaires, up from 1371 in 2017.
 # The Top 20 billionaires have a combined net worth of a record USD 1.2 trillion. Their aggregate wealth represents 13 

percent of all 2208 billionaires. 
Mukesh Ambani leads Indians in Forbes' Billionaires List 
A total of 119 Indian billionaires made into the list this year, up from 102 in 2017. Reliance Industries Ltd Chairman 
Mukesh Ambani leads Indians in Forbes' Billionaires List with net worth of USD 40.1 billion. He secured 19th global rank 
on the list of 2208 billionaires worldwide. In 2017, he got the 33rd spot with the wealth of USD 23.2 billion.
Richest Indian Woman
The richest Indian woman on the Forbes' Billionaires List is Savitri Jindal of the Jindal Steel and Power, who ranked 176th 
globally with USD 8.8 billion.
Top 10 Billionaires
#1 Jeff Bezos  #2 Bill Gates  #3 Warren Buffett  #4 Bernard Arnault & family
#5 Mark Zuckerberg #6 Amancio Ortega #7 Carlos Slim Helu & family #8 Charles Koch
#8 David Koch  #10 Larry Ellison

The World Economic Forum’s (WEF) released the 
report titled 'Fostering Effective Energy Transition', 
ranking 114 countries on how well they are able 

to balance energy security and access with environmental 
sustainability and affordability.  The report's Energy 
Transition Index ranked India at the 78th position. The 
Index was topped by Sweden.
Highlights of the Report

 # The Energy Transition Index was topped by Sweden, 
followed by Norway at the second position and 
Switzerland at the third.

 # Rounding out the Top 10 were Finland (4th), 
Denmark (5th), the Netherlands (6th), the United 
Kingdom (7th), Austria (8th), France (9th) and 
Iceland (10th). 

 # Among India's emerging market peers, Brazil stood at 
the 38th place, Russia at 70th and China at 76th place.

India's Energy Transition Journey

 # India's energy needs are mainly met by fossil fuels 
to ensure environmental sustainability and optimum 
energy import costs.

 # As per the report, India took bold measures to improve 
energy efficiency and deployment of renewable sources 
of energy.

 # However, energy transition requires large investments, 
enabling environment and robust regulatory 
frameworks to support the transition. At present, India 
is at the turning point in its energy transition journey.

 # Between 2013 and 2018, India improved its performance 
score by 5.6 per cent, mainly with improved energy 
access, reduced subsidies and reduced import costs. 
However, the road to continuous access to power for 
all is long.

 # India has also been implementing the largest 
government-mandated renewable energy programme, 
with a target of generating 175 GW renewable energy 
capacity by 2022.

13 March '18

18 March '18

Chennai will host the World Junior Squash Championship (men and women's category) and the 
WSF Men's Junior Team Championship.
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
2. Chairperson of Lok Sabha Sumitra Mahajan
3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
7. Chief Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat
8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sunil Arora
9. Director General, ITBP RK Pachnanda
10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajeev Mehrishi
13. Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes Jus. Vangala Eswaraiah
14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
15. CBI Director Alok Kumar Verma
16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
18. Chairman, UPSC David R. Syiemlieh
19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
20. Chairman, UGC D.P. Singh
21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy Sekhar Basu
23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India T.S. Vijayan
28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Lalitha Kumaramanglam
34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N.K. Singh
35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Devendra Kumar Sikri
36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
37. President, ASSOCHAM Sandeep Jajodia
38. Chairman, NASSCOM Raman Roy
39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
41. Chairperson, Children Film Society of India Mukesh Khanna
42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
43. President, CII Shobana Kamineni
44. President, FICCI Rashesh Shah
45. Chairman, National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda
46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
48. Chairman, Investment Commission Ratan Tata
49. Finance Secretary  Hasmukh Adhia
50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Rajeev Rishi
Data as on 20th March, 2018

Sajeev Krishnan has been appointed as the Director of Dhanlaxmi Bank.
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NEW AND TRICKY
SUFFIX - DESCRIPTION PARTS OF SPEECH MADE FROM EXAMPLES

ENT doing something Adjective or noun Verb Intransigent, fervent, complacent

EDITORIAL WORD
TRUCULENT (Adjective) 

PRONUNCIATION
The pronunciation of this word is as easy as a piece of cake 
…..truc, is pronounced as “truck” and u…is pronounced as 
“you” and lent is itself can be pronounced as it should be 
like in a second form of a verb i.e. lend…hence lent, so 
the pronunciation becomes –truck you lent…………now 
combine it truculent, isn’t it easy?
DEFINITIONS
eager or quick to argue or fight; aggressively defiant.
easily annoyed or angered and likely to argue.

ORIGIN
Latin truculentus, from truc-, trux savage; perhaps akin to 
Middle Irish trú doomed person.
SYNONYMS   
belligerent, aggressive, pugnacious
ANTONYMS
friendly, amiable, cooperative
EXAMPLES OF TRUCULENT IN A SENTENCE
A truculent teenager.
He was truculent and difficult to deal with.
FIRST KNOWN USE OF TRUCULENT
1540

OTHER PARTS OF SPEECH
Adjective
1. defiantly aggressive, sullen, or obstreperous
2. (archaic) savage, fierce, or harsh 
 Derived Forms
l Truculency, NOUN 
 His speech was full of truculency
 Synonyms and related words
 Ornery, disagreement, opposition 
l Truculence NOUN [UNCOUNTABLE]
 Synonyms and related words
 Opposition: pushback, opposition, disagreement.
l Truculently ADVERB
 Synonyms and related words
Words used to describe people who are quick to argue: 
argumentative, contrary, combative...
 Contemporary Examples
• If so, that will represent a departure from the truculent 

spirit of Obama and his adversaries during his first term.
 President Obama’s Victory Speech: A Call to Arms 

Lloyd Grove November 7, 2012 
• And it turns out those hard-charging characteristics are 

exactly what is needed to tangle with the truculent contenders.
Candy Crowley, Martha Raddatz: Female Moderators 
Rocked the Boat in Debates Lauren Ashburn October 
24, 2012 

Historical Examples

• It was with an ugly and truculent manner, if more 
warily, that the manclosed in.

The Black Bag Louis Joseph Vance 

• But outnumbering them by far were faces set in 
truculent mold.

The Martian Cabal Roman Frederick Starzl 

• George, who was big and lank, and truculent in 
appearance, nodded.

The Greater Power Harold Bindloss 

• I could have embraced that figure of grotesque and 
truculent devotion.

Romance Joseph Conrad and F.M. Hueffer 

• The Illanun chiefs, for all their truculent aspect, were 
much too prudent to attempt to move.

The Rescue Joseph Conrad 

• He was a truculent, untamable rough, evidently inspired 
with gin.

The Gypsies Charles G. Leland 

• Or was I, after all my grind, to yield a place to the 
truculent Coxhead?

Tom, Dick and Harry Talbot Baines Reed 

Other related examples

A truculent speech against the new government.

The truculent attitude of landlord to cheaper rent.
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Branch Name Phone Number
Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136
Ahmedabad 9227575027
Ajmer 9261503888
Aligarh 7706008037
Allahabad 9235253403
Alwar 9521177944
Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816
Ambikapur 8823868882
Amritsar 9646606160
Asansol 7076880723
Azamgarh 9208242842
Budaun 9627671787
Bahraich 9208249852
Balasore 9583185223
Ballia 9208243152
Banda 9554334847
Bangalore 9538712808
Bareilly 9235253431
Basti 7706008031
Berhampur 9078907945
Bhagalpur 9204363221
Bhilai-Durg 8878783345
Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901
Bhopal-Lalghati 9229174902
Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352
Bijnor 7706008027
Bilaspur 8878817515
Bulandshahr 7706008030
Chandigarh 9256002024
Chennai 8939777224
Coimbatore 8110967668
Cuttack 7894013095
Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620
Dehradun 9236510116
Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515
Delhi Kingsway 9268561517
Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952
Delhi Munirka 9210092245
Delhi Rohini 9250239671/9250239674

Deoria 9208248122
Dhanbad 9204979723/24
Durgapur 7076856390
Ernakulam 9645415987
Etah 9208237386
Faizabad 9235253421
Faridabad 9643396140
Farrukhabad 7706008029
Fatehpur 9554330811
Firozabad 9208235736
Gaya 9204311416
Ghaziabad 9212229752/24
Ghazipur 9208244539
Gonda 9208250778
Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892
Gurugram 9643396139
Guwahati 8134935078
Gwalior 9229174910
Haldwani 9208256021
Hardoi 9208248208
Haridwar 7706008034
Hisar 9253678050
Hoshangabad 8358831338
Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865 /8790034792
Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar 7032410704

Indore- Sapna 
Sangeeta Road 7581800952

Jabalpur 9229174905
Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894
Jammu 9419305561
Jamshedpur 8877187640
Jaunpur 9208244355
Jhalandhar 8557088164
Jhansi 9235253424
Jodhpur 9636512855
Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484
Kanpur 
Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133
Karnal 8930175568
Kolkata 9230141497/8017652045

Karnataka defeated Saurashtra to win the Vijay Hazare Trophy for the third time.
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Kurukshetra 9253678053
Lakhimpur 9208251562
Lucknow 
Alambagh PO 9235253521

Lucknow 
Alambagh SSC 9235253438/66

Lucknow 
Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow 
Mahanagar PO 9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028
Mainpuri 9208241450
Mathura 9208235067
Meerut 9235253448
Mirzapur 9208243884
Moradabad 9235253442
Mumbai 9221944071
Muzaffarnagar 7706008032
Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614
Nagpur Gandhinagar 9272273686/9272295576
Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073
Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626
Noida 9953948834
Orai 9208237457
Patiala 9780859721
Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02
Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11

Pilibhit 9837186684
Pratapgarh 9208245660
Pune 9225231629
Raebareilly 9235253412
Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438
Rajkot 9979316870
Rampur 9208255388
Ranchi 9204855313
Rewa 7415690904
Rohtak 8930403886
Roorkee 7706008033
Sagar 7509219781
Saharanpur 9235253445
Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148
Shahjahanpur 9208256201
Shimla 8894100342
Siliguri 7602742939
Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514
Sultanpur 9208252915
Surat 9537360459
Tirupati 9581933099
Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029
Unnao 9208242493
Vadodara 9537589477
Varanasi 9235253419
Vijaywada 8886309897
Vishakapatnam 9966593419
Warangal 8142230661

Twenty-times Grand Slam champion Roger Federer has won the 2017 Laureus World 
Sportsman of the Year and Comeback of the Year awards.
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Prabodh Panda, former MP and State Secretary of West Bengal for Communist Party of India 

(CPI), died.

The 90th Academy Awards commonly referred to as Oscars was held at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, Los Angeles, 
California (US). The award presented in 24 categories by Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS), 
honouring best films of year 2017.
The Shape of Water won the most number of awards totaling to four at the ceremony after it was nominated into highest 
13 categories. It was followed by Dunkirk, nominated for eight categories and Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri, 
nominated for seven categories.
Academy Awards (Oscars)
Academy Awards, famously known as “Oscars” is a group of 24 artistic and technical honours that recognizes excellence 
in cinematic achievements in US film industry. It is given annually by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
(AMPAS). 
It is the most prestigious award ceremony of Hollywood, held on an annual basis. It has assumed the shape of a 
mega event and everyone associated, directly or indirectly, with Hollywood eagerly waits for the Oscar night. The 
popularity of Academy Awards has increased with the passing time. Looking back into the history of Oscars, we 
see that the awards were the brainchild of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS), formed in 
1927. The formation of the academy was a collaborative effort of 36 most prominent individual of the motion picture 
industry.
Film actor Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. was chosen as the first president of the Academy. The main purpose behind the 
establishment of the awards was to honor the talented artists of the Motion Picture Industry. The first Academy Awards 
ceremony was organized on May 16, 1929, at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, away from the public eye. It was a very 
private affair, with only two hundred seventy people as guests. 
The first Oscar ceremony comprised of 12 categories, apart from two special honors. The awards were meant to honor 
people responsible for cinematic achievements in 1927 and 1928. There was a very little element of surprise at the first 
Oscar Awards ceremony, as the names of the winners had been declared three months in advance. 
The first Oscar for Best Actor was bagged by German tragedian Emil Jannings (for 'The Last Command' and 'The Way of 
All Flesh'). The actor had to return to Europe before the ceremony, so he requested the Academy to give him the award 
early. His request was accepted, making his statuette the very first Academy Award to be ever presented. The award for 
Best Actress went to Janet Gaynor, for 'Seventh Heaven', 'Street Angel' and 'Sunrise'. There were two awards in Direction, 
for Dramatic Picture and Comedic Picture, won by Frank Borzage and Lewis Milestone, respectively.
Since its origin, Oscar ceremony has been publicly broadcast. Till 1953, radio broadcast used to take place and thereafter, 
the ceremony was broadcast on TV. During the first decade, the results of the award ceremony were given to newspapers 
for publication at 11 p.m., at the night of the awards. However, the system was ruined by Los Angeles Times, when it 
announced the winners even before beginning of the ceremony. It was since then only that a sealed envelope is used to 
reveal the name of the winners.
It was in 1966 that the broadcasting of Academy Awards ceremony took place in color. This allowed the viewers at 
home to experience the dazzling allure of the event. After that, there was no looking back and the popularity of the 
awards ceremony reached insurmountable heights. Today, Oscars are telecasted internationally, reaching movie fans in 
over 200 countries. Since 2002, the awards have been broadcast from the Kodak Theatre, mesmerizing the local as well as 
international audience.
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List of Winners of Oscars 2018 
Best Picture :  The Shape of Water.
Best Actress :  Frances McDormand (Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri as Mildred Hayes).
Best Actor :  Gary Oldman (Darkest Hour as Winston Churchill)
Best Director :  Guillermo del Toro (The Shape of Water).
Best Supporting Actress :  Allison Janney – I (Tonya)
Best Supporting Actor :  Sam Rockwell (Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri)
Best Original Screenplay :  Get Out – Written by Jordan Peele.
Best Adapted Screenplay :  Call Me by Your Name – James Ivory based on the novel by André Aciman.
Best Cinematography :  Blade Runner 2049 – Roger A. Deakins
Best Original Score :  The Shape of Water – Alexandre Desplat.
Best Original Song :  “Remember Me” from Coco.
Best Sound Editing :  Dunkirk – Richard King and Alex Gibson.
Best Foreign Language Film :  A Fantastic Woman (Chile) in Spanish.
Best Film Editing :  Dunkirk
Best Visual Effects :  Blade Runner 2049.
Best Production Design :  The Shape of Water.
Best Sound Mixing :  Dunkirk
Best Documentary-Feature :  Icarus.
Best Animated Feature Film :  Coco.
Best Animated Short Film :  Dear Basketball.
Best Documentary-Short Subject : Heaven Is a Traffic Jam on the 405
Best Live Action Short Film : The Silent Child.
Best Make-Up and Hairstyling : Darkest Hour
Best Costume Design : Phantom Thread

Director Guillermo 

del TORO

Frances 

McDormand

Gary Oldman Jordan PeeleRoger Deakins winner of 
best cinematography
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Recently International Women's Day is celebrated 
worldwide. The dignity, safety and social security of 
women is our first priority.  Towards realisation of the vision 
of Women empowerment, the Government of India has 
envisaged various initiatives. From the education of girls to 
the protection of women in their work place, Government 
has implemented several schemes. 
Beti badhao Beti padhao
The trend of decline in the Child Sex Ratio (CSR), defined 
as number of girls per 1000 of boys between 0-6 years 
of age, has been unabated since 1961. The decline from 
945 in 1991 to 927 in 2001 and further to 918 in 2011 is 
alarming. The decline in the CSR is a major indicator of 
women disempowerment. CSR reflects both, pre-birth 
discrimination manifested through gender biased sex 
selection, and post birth discrimination against girls. Social 
construct discriminating against girls on the one hand, 
easy availability, affordability and subsequent misuse of 

diagnostic tools on the other hand, have been critical in 
increasing Sex Selective Elimination of girls leading to low 
Child Sex Ratio.
Since coordinated and convergent efforts are needed to 
ensure survival, protection and empowerment of the girl 
child, Government has launched Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
initiative. This is implemented through a national campaign 
and focussed multi sectoral action in 100 selected districts 
low in CSR, covering all States and UTs. This is a joint 
initiative of Ministry of Women and Child Development, 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and Ministry of 
Human Resource Development.
The objectives of this initiative are: 
1) Prevention of gender biased sex selective elimination, 
2) Ensuring survival & protection of the girl child,   
3) Ensuring education and participation of the girl child. 

Government Schemes for

Empowerment
WOMEN

Progress status of 161  districts
Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) Improving trend in SRB is visible in 104 BBBP districts out of 161 districts 

(with 1 district showing stable trend)
Status of first trimester ANC registration 119 Districts have reported progress in first trimester registration against the 

reported ANC registrations (with 13 districts showing stable trend).
Status of Institutional deliveries Institutional deliveries against the total reported deliveries have improved in 146 

districts in comparison to the previous year (with stable trend seen in 60 districts).
Expansion of BBBP for Pan India Coverage:  Initial  focus of BBBP had been on the districts which were either 
below national average or were the worst in their own states in terms of absolute values of CSR. However, looking at the 
magnitude and criticality of the problem and its spreads across the country, no district can be left out of BBBP ambit to 
make a real dent on overall CSR :
S.No. Strategies Proposed expansion
1. Multi sectoral intervention: Under the stewardship of DCs/DMs, convergent   244 districts   

action between WCD, Health  and Education to focus on changing mindsets   (in addition to existing161 
through local level community engagements, training/ sensitization of   districts )   
functionaries and community members; effective implementation of PC&PNDT        
Act, enabling girl child education and engaging local champions in the districts. 

2. Alert District Media & Advocacy by following a 360 approach with focus on   235 districts   
positive reinforcement of girl childand sustained local level engagement with     
community.    

  TOTAL  640 districts
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The country's largest lender State Bank of India has revised retail and bulk deposits rates by up 

to 0.75 percent.

Mahila e-haat
The Ministry of 
Women & Child 
Development launched 
“Mahila E-Haat” a 
bilingual portal. This is 
a unique direct online 
marketing platform 
leveraging technology for 
supporting women entrepreneurs/SHGs/ NGOs for showcasing 
the products / services which are made/manufactured/ 
undertaken by them. It is an initiative for meeting aspirations 
and needs of women. This was done keeping in mind that 
technology is a critical component for business efficiency 
and to make it available to the majority of Indian women 
entrepreneurs / SHGs / NGOs. 
Key features of this online marketing platform are: 

 # Facilitating direct contact between the vendors and 
buyers, as by displaying their contact number, address 
as also the basic cost of products/ services. 

 # Women need to be majorly involved in the value chain 
and have to be 18 years of age to display their products/ 
services. 

 # Being web based, it has unlimited reach and it is also 
very simple to join Mahila E-haat i.e. through the portal 
itself as the entire business of E-haat can be handled 
through a mobile. The vendor can be approached by the 
buyer physically, telephonically, by email, etc. 

 # Since its launch over 17 lakhs visitors / hits have 
been received by the Mahila Ehaat portal. As on date 
Women entrepreneurs/SHGs/NGOs from 24 states 
have showcased over 2000 products/services across 18 
categories viz., Clothing (Men, Women & Children), 
Bags, Fashion Accessories /Jewellery, Decorative and 
gift items, Home Décor, Carpets / Rugs /Foot mats, 
Baskets, Linen/ Cushion Covers, Boxes, Pottery, 
Grocery & Staples / Organic, Natural Products, File 
Folders, Industrial Products, Educational Aids, Soft 
Toys, Miscellaneous. This is impacting 3.50 lakh 
beneficiaries directly and indirectly and over 26000 
SHGs. 

 # Mahila E-haat received the SKOCH GOLD Award on 
09th Sep, 2016 and was also awarded ‘SKOCH Order-
of-Merit’ Award, as it was adjudged as one of the “Top 
100 Projects in India” for the year 2016.

 # To increase visibility major PSUs, IRCTC, Nationalised 
Banks like SBI have given a link to Mahila E -haat on 
their websites. 

 # Information on how logistics can be handled as shared 
by India Post and Payment Processes and information 
shared by SBI is placed under useful links on the 
portal.

 # Sensitization, advocacy, training, packing and soft 
intervention workshops on Mahila E-haat are organized 
periodically with the support of State Governments 
& Women Development Corporations - New Delhi, 
Indore, Kochi, Bangalore, Nagaland, Chandigarh, 
Chhattisgarh, Mumbai, Raipur, Hyderabad, Varanasi 
etc. This exclusive portal is the first in the country 
to provide a special, focused marketing platform for 
women. Being a bilingual portal, it aims at financial 
inclusion and economic empowerment of women. 
This unique e-platform showcases products and 
services.

Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme 
Government of In-
dia has launched 
a scheme namely, 
Mahila Shakti Ken-
dra to empower rural 
women through com-
munity participation 
and to create an envi-
ronment in which they 
realize their full potential. It will provide an interface for 
rural women to approach the government for availing their 
entitlements also empowering them through training and 
capacity building. 
Community engagement through College Student 
Volunteers is envisioned in 115 most backward districts as 
part of the MSK Block level initiatives. Student volunteers 
will play an instrumental role in awareness generation 
regarding various important government schemes/ 
programmes as well as social issue and association with 
NSS/NCC cadre students will also be an option. The 
scheme at the block level will provide an opportunity 
to Student Volunteers to participate in the development 
process by bringing change in their own communities and 
ensuring that women are not left behind and are equal 
partners in India’s progress.
• In the first year (2017-18), Mahila Shakti 

Kendras(MSK) will be set up in 50 backward 
districts out of 115 backward districts covering 400 
blocks in 50 most backward districts (maximum 8 
blocks per district) are to be covered under block 
level initiative. 

• In the second year (2018-19), remaining 65 districts 
will be taken up along with the 50 districts from 
previous year. In the third year, activities will be taken 
up in all 115 backward districts covering 920 blocks 
(i.e. 8 blocks per district) for six months. At the end 
of second year, the scheme will be evaluated to decide 
expansion/continuation of the scheme. 

• New District Level Centre for Women (DLCW) has 
also been envisaged for 640 districts to be covered 
in phased manner. These centres will serve as a link 
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Reliance Energy had partnered with the Department of Posts to allow customers to pay their 

electricity bills at post offices along with other modes of payment.

between village, block and state level in facilitating 
women centric schemes and also give foothold for 
BBBP scheme at the district level.

SHe-Box portal
The SHe-Box was 
launched in New 
Delhi today to 
ensure the effective 
implementation of the 
Sexual Harassment of 
Women at Workplace 
(Prevention, Prohibition 
and Redressal) Act (the 
SH Act), 2013.
The new SHe-Box portal offers the facility of making 
online complaints of sexual harassment at workplace to all 
women employees in the country including government 
and private employees. Those who have already filed a 
written complaint with the concerned Internal Complaint 
Committee (ICC) or Local Complaint Committee (LCC) 
constituted under the SH Act are also eligible to file their 
complaint through this portal.
SHe-Box portal is an effort to provide speedier remedy 
to women facing sexual harassment at workplace. Once 
a complaint is submitted to the portal, it will be directly 
sent to the ICC/LCC of the concerned employer. Through 
this portal, WCD as well as complainant can monitor 
the progress of inquiry conducted by the ICC/LCC. This 
is a proactive step taken by MWCD in the wake of the 
worldwide social media campaign #MeToo, where women 
have related their experience of facing sexual harassment 
and abuse. 
Users of SHe-Box also have the option of interacting with 
Ministry of WCD through this portal, with an assured 
time-bound response. The portal also provides information 
on 112 institutions empaneled by MWCD to conduct 
training/workshops on the issue of sexual harassment at the 
workplace. It also has the option for resource persons and 
institutions willing to contribute to training on this subject 
in various organisations to submit their applications. SHe-
Box will provide a platform to these empanelled institutes/
organisations to share their capacity building activities 
with the Ministry which in turn will be able to monitor the 
activities of these institutes/organizations so empanelled 
from across the country.
Pradhan Mantri 
Matru Vandana 
Yojana (PMMVY)
Under - nutrition 
continues to 
adversely affect 
majority of women in 
India. In India, every 

third woman is undernourished and every second woman 
is anaemic. An undernourished mother almost inevitably 
gives birth to a low birth weight baby. When poor 
nutrition starts in-utero, it extends throughout the life 
cycle since the changes are largely irreversible. Owing 
to economic and social distress many women continue 
to work to earn a living for their family right up to the 
last days of their pregnancy. Furthermore, they resume 
working soon after childbirth, even though their bodies 
might not permit it, thus preventing their bodies from 
fully recovering on one hand, and also impeding their 
ability to exclusively breastfeed their young infant in the 
first six months.

Under PMMVY, a cash incentive of ` 5000/- would be 
provided directly in the account of Pregnant Women and 
LactatingMothers(PW&LM) forfirstliving child ofthe 
family subjectto theirfulfilling specific conditions relating 
to Maternal and Child Health. 

The eligible beneficiaries would receive the remaining 
cash incentives as per approved norms towards maternity 
benefit under Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) after 
institutional delivery so that on an average, a woman will 
get ` 6000/- . 

PMMVY, a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, would 
provide grants-in-aid to the State Governments/ Union 
Territory Administrations (UTs) in a dedicated Escrow 
account for the purpose of direct benefit transfer to the 
beneficiaries. 

PMMVY will be implemented using the platform of 
Anganwadi Services scheme of Umbrella ICDS under 
Ministry of Women and Child Development in respect of 
States/ UTs implementing scheme through Women and 
Child Development Department/ Social Welfare Department 
and through Health system in respect of States/ UTs where 
scheme will be implemented by Health & Family Welfare 
Department. 

Objectives of PMMVY 

• Providing partial compensation for the wage loss in 
terms of cash incentives so that the woman can take 
adequate rest before and after delivery of the first living 
child. 

• The cash incentive provided would lead to improved 
health seeking behaviour amongst the Pregnant Women 
and Lactating Mothers (PW&LM). 

Target beneficiaries 

All Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers, excluding 
PW&LM who are in regular employment with the Central 
Government or the State Governments or PSUs or those 
who are in receipt of similar benefits under any law for the 
time being in force.
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Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao has announced five lakh rupees health-cum-

life insurance scheme for farmers in the state.

Sri Lanka recently declared a state of emergency for 10 
days to rein in the spread of communal violence between 
the majority Sinhala and minority Muslims in the country’s 
scenic Kandy district that left two persons dead and 
damaged several mosques and homes. 
Violence, triggered by the death of a Sinhalese man at the 
hands of a mob, erupted in the Theldeniya area of the central 
hill district popular with tourists. 
President Maithripala Sirisena and the Cabinet decided 
to declare a state of emergency for 10 days following the 
violence in some parts of the country.
Reasons for emergency in Sri Lanka 
The first incident that exploded the violence was just 
an instance of road rage, as a Sinhalese truck driver was 
beaten to death by a group of Muslims for blocking their 
way. But this was followed by attacks on Muslim houses, 
business establishments and mosques. There was one more 
death, that of a Muslim man, whose burnt body was found 
in a house. Hardline Sinhala groups then waded in with 
rumour and inflammatory social media posts, adding to the 
incendiary mood.
Muslims, the third largest ethnic constituent in Sri Lanka, 
were not a party to the protracted armed conflict that ended 
in 2009. In recent years, Muslims have been targeted by 
extreme right-wing groups, which are presumably looking 
for new enemies after the fall of the LTTE. The violence has 
sometimes been attributed to Sinhala majoritarian groups 
such as the Bodu Bala Sena. More recently, there was hate-
mongering against the community in the backdrop of some 
Rohingya refugees seeking shelter in Sri Lanka. 
This will be the first time since August 2011, that a state 
of emergency will be in force in the Indian Ocean’s island 
nation. The state of emergency allows the deployment of 
troops on the street, search and arrest of people without a 
warrant. Sri Lanka has a long history of state of emergency 
during the LTTE rebellion both in the south and the Tamil 
minority dominated north and east of the island.
India - Sri Lanka relations

 # India-Sri Lanka relations is friendly in general, but 
they are affected by Sri Lankan Civil War and Indian 

Peacekeeping operations in the past. At present, ethnic 
and fishermen issues still remain unsolved.

 # Both the nations are separated by Palk Strait and have 
strategic locations in the Indian Ocean Region in South 
Asia. Both are close historically and culturally as 70% 
of Sri Lankans following Theravada Buddhism. They 
are also part of common multilateral groupings like 
SAARC and BIMSTEC

 # Sri Lanka is very important for India as a neighbor 
and for China with respect to its OBOR and other 
initiatives.

 # India-Sri Lanka relations have come a long way as far 
as development relations are concerned. Economic 
and Technology Co-operation agreement (ETCA) is a 
proposed diplomatic arrangement that will add to the 
existing Free Trade Agreement between the two. Long 
pending ethnic crisis may also find a solution with 
improvements in political relations.

 # India has supported and provided intelligence support 
which resulted in the defeat of LTTE. India has also 
been training Sri Lankan forces for a very large time. 
There have been large amount of military co-operations 
between the countries.

 # Sri Lanka will be helpful in extending India’s domain, 
due to its geographical location- in Maritime, space and 
cyber– all of them being interconnected. In recent talks 
at Manila, India had focused on Indo-Pacific region. 
China is also investing so much in Sri Lanka as its 
location is very critical.

 # Colombo port is able to receive the largest ships which 
Indian ports are not able to. So, India in this respect in 
Sri Lankan’s maritime infrastructure and brining India 
to be a part of various global chains.

 # Fishermen's issue is yet to be solved between India and 
Sri Lanka. The Sri Lankan government wants to ban use 
of mechanized trawlers in the Palk Strait region which 
are ecologically damaging. Some modern surveillance 
techniques need to be developed further by both, to 
restrict fishermen to cross the borders, where the two 
nations are separated by just 12 nautical miles.

Emergency in Sri Lanka
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The Indian combine of Pankaj Advani and Manan Chandra staged a remarkable recovery to 

beat Pakistan in the final of the inaugural IBSF Snooker Team World Cup.

There are only a few scientists in the world who manages to break all the barriers and inspire people with their life, 
achievements and struggle. Stephen Hawking is one of them. In spite of all the physical challenges, he set an extraordinary 
example for everyone. On 14th March '18 we lost this great personality, who will always inspire us to go beyond our limits 
for setting new examples. 
Professor Stephen William Hawking was born on 8th January 1942 (exactly 300 years after the death of Galileo) in Oxford, 
England. His parents' house was in north London but during the Second World War Oxford was considered a safer place 
to have babies. When he was eight his family moved to St. Albans, a town about 20 miles north of London. At the age 
of eleven, Stephen went to St. Albans School and then on to University College, Oxford (1952); his father's old college. 
Stephen wanted to study mathematics although his father would have preferred medicine. Mathematics was not available 
at University College, so he pursued physics instead. After three years and not very much work, he was awarded a first 
class honours degree in natural science. 
In 1963 Stephen was diagnosed with ALS, a form of Motor Neurone Disease, shortly after his 21st birthday. Hawking had 
a slow-progressing form of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) that gradually paralysed him over the decades. Doctors 
expected him to live for only two more years. But Hawking had a form of the disease that progressed more slowly 
than usual. He survived for more than half a century and long enough for his disability to define him.  In spite of being 
wheelchair-bound and dependent on a computerised voice system for communication Stephen continues to combine family 
life (he has three children and three grandchildren) with his research into theoretical physics, in addition to an extensive 
programme of travel and public lectures. He still hopes to make it into space one day.
In October 1962, Stephen arrived at the Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical Physics (DAMTP) at the University 
of Cambridge to do research in cosmology, there being no-one working in that area in Oxford at the time. His supervisor was 
Dennis Sciama, although he had hoped to get Fred Hoyle who was working in Cambridge. After gaining his PhD (1965) with his 
thesis titled 'Properties of Expanding Universes', he became, first, a research fellow (1965) then Fellow for Distinction in Science 
(1969) at Gonville & Caius college. In 1966 he won the Adams Prize for his essay 'Singularities and the Geometry of Space-time'. 
Stephen moved to the Institute of Astronomy (1968), later moving back to DAMTP (1973), employed as a research assistant, 
and published his first academic book, The Large Scale Structure of Space-Time, with George Ellis. During the next few years, 
Stephen was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society (1974) and Sherman Fairchild Distinguished Scholar at the California Institute 
of Technology (1974). He became a Reader in Gravitational Physics at DAMTP (1975), progressing to Professor of Gravitational 
Physics (1977). He then held the position of Lucasian Professor of Mathematics (1979-2009). 
In 1974 he drew on quantum theory to declare that black holes should emit heat and eventually pop out of existence. For 
normal black holes, the process is not a fast one, it taking longer than the age of the universe for a black hole the mass of the 
sun to evaporate. But near the ends of their lives, mini-black holes release heat at a spectacular rate, eventually exploding with 
the energy of a million one-megaton hydrogen bombs. Miniature black holes dot the universe, Hawking said, each as heavy 
as a billion tonnes, but no larger than a proton. His proposal that black holes radiate heat stirred up one of the most passionate 
debates in modern cosmology. Hawking argued that if a black hole could evaporate into a bath of radiation, all the information 
that fell inside over its lifetime would be lost forever. It contradicted one of the most basic laws of quantum mechanics, and 
plenty of physicists disagreed. Hawking came round to believing the more common, if no less baffling explanation, that 
information is stored at the black hole’s event horizon, and encoded back into radiation as the black hole radiates.
The theory of cosmic inflation holds that the fledgling universe went through a period of terrific expansion. In 1982, 
Hawking was among the first to show how quantum fluctuations – tiny variations in the distribution of matter – might give 
rise through inflation to the spread of galaxies in the universe. In these tiny ripples lay the seeds of stars, planets and life 

The greatest enemy of knowledge is not 
ignorance, it is the illusion of knowledge. 

          - Stephen Hawking
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ArcelorMittal has entered into a joint venture pact with Nippon Steel & Sumitomo Metal 

Corporation (NSSMC) to jointly acquire the assets of Essar Steel.

as we know it. Professor Stephen Hawking has thirteen honorary degrees. He was awarded CBE (1982), Companion of 
Honour (1989) and the Presidential Medal of Freedom (2009). He is the recipient of many awards, medals and prizes, most 
notably the Fundamental Physics prize (2013), Copley Medal (2006) and the Wolf Foundation prize (1988). He is a Fellow 
of the Royal Society and a member of the US National Academy of Sciences and the Pontifical Academy of Sciences. 
His many publications include The Large Scale Structure of Spacetime with G F R Ellis, General Relativity: An Einstein 
Centenary Survey, with W Israel, and 300 Years of Gravitation, with W Israel. Among the popular books Stephen Hawking 
has published are his best seller A Brief History of Time, Black Holes and Baby Universes and Other Essays, The Universe 
in a Nutshell, The Grand Design and My Brief History. 

Timeline

Jan 8 1942  : Born in Oxford, England (300 years after the death of Galileo).

1953 to 1958  : Attended St Albans school in North London, where he developed a passion for mathematics. His father 
wants him to study medicine.

1959 to 1962 : Specialised in physics at University College Oxford. Graduated with a first class degree in natural sciences.

1963  : Began research in cosmology and general relativity at the University of Cambridge. He was diagnosed 
with an "incurable disease" at the age of 21, which was later found to be Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, 
a rare progressive disease that effects movement and speech. But he continued with his research.

1966  : Completed his doctorate and was awarded a fellowship, Cambridge. He works on singularities in 
the theory of general relativity and applied his ideas to the study of black holes. Collaborated with 
mathematician Roger Penrose, who was working at Birkbeck College in London.

1970  : Discovered a remarkable property: by using quantum theory and general relativity he was able to show 
that black holes can emit radiation.

1973  : Joined the department of applied mathematics and theoretical physics at Cambridge.

  In the same year he Discovered, to his disbelief, that black holes could leak energy and particles into 
space, and even explode in a fountain of high-energy sparks.

1974  : His break through discovery was published in the journal Nature, in a paper entitled Black hole Explosion?

1977 : Appointed professor of gravitational physics at Cambridge.

1979  : Appointed Lucasian professor of mathematics at Cambridge (a chair held by Sir Isaac Newton in 
1663). Elected as a fellow of the Royal Society.

1982  : Awarded a CBE by the Queen.

1988  : Published A Brief History of Time: From the Big Bang to Black Holes, a classic introduction to today's 
most important scientific ideas about the cosmos. Recorded in the 1998 Guinness Book of Records as 
an all-time bestseller.

1989  : Made a companion of honour.

1993 : Published Black Holes and Baby Universes, and other Essays, a collection of scientific articles exploring 
ways in which the universe may be governed.

1998 : Published Stephen Hawking's Universe: The Cosmos Explained, a book about the basis of our existence 
and of everything around us.

November 2001 : Released Universe in a Nutshell in the UK, a book that unravels the mysteries of recent breakthroughs 
in physics.

September 2002 : Released On the Shoulders of Giants, The Great Works of Physics and Astronomy, an exploration 
of some of the greatest visionaries in the history of science including Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, 
Newton and Einstein.

  Published The Theory of Everything: The Origin and Fate of the Universe, a book that presents the 
most complex theories of physics past and present. 

July 2004  : Hawking announced that he has solved the Black Hole paradox, which has been a troubling scientists 
for years. He presents his most recent findings at the international conference on general relativity and 
gravitation in Dublin.
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Q.1.  Which of the following project(s) is/are launched by 
Uma Bharti for the people of Ganga bank villages?

 (1) Bagori Ganga Gram project    
(2) New Swajal Project     
(3) Gangotri as Swachh Iconic Place    
(4) All of the above      
(5) None of these

Q.2. Consider the following statements:
 A) ‘Niti Forum for North-East’ will have its 

Secretariat in the Ministry of DoNER.
 B) The forum will be co-chaired by the Vice-

Chairman of NITI Aayog only.
 C) It will review the development status in the North 

East Region.
 Choose the incorrect statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.3. Which among the following pair has partnered 

for ASEAN India Research Training Fellowship 
(AIRTF)?

 (1) Department of Science and Technology (DST) 
and NITI Ayog

 (2) RBI and Ministry of Commerce
 (3) FICCI and Department of Science and Technology
 (4) Ministry of Home Affairs and FICCI
 (5) None of these
Q.4. Consider the following statements:
 A) The AIRTF scheme was introduced to promote 

scientific cooperation between India and ASEAN 
member countries.

 B) It provides opportunities to researchers for a 
period of 6 months.

 C) It also aims at capacity building of 50 young 
researchers annually from ASEAN member 
countries in S&T domain.

 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 
options:

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.5.  Consider the following statements about ASEAN:
 A) It was established on August 8, 1967
 B)   India is also its member country 
 C) It is headquartered in Jakartaa, Indonesia.
 Choose the incorrect statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.6.  Who among the following has co-chaired the first 

meeting of Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) on 
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (MAPs)

 (1) Ministry of AYUSH
 (2) Ministry of Development of North-East Region 

(MDoNER)
 (3) Ministry of Science and Technology 
 (4) Both (1) and (2)
 (5) None of these
Q.7. Consider the following statements:
 A) Indian Railways has collaborated with General 

Electric to induct two Digitally Enabled Locomotives.
 B) These locomotives were based on state of art 

insulated-gate bipolar transistor (IGBT) technology.
 C) They both are designed in Germany
 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A   (2) Only A & B   

(3) Only A & C   (4) All of the above 
(5) None of the above

Q.8.  Consider the following statements:
 A) NITI Ayog has rollout ‘Bal Aadhaar’
 B) It is for children's below 14 years 
 C) No biometric details will be captured under this 
 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.9. Which among the following biometric details is/are 

required for Aadhaar :
 A) Fingerprints B) Voice Recognition
 C) Iris Scan D) Retina Scan
 Choose the correct options from the codes given:
 (1) Only A & B   (2) Only B & C   

(3) Only A & C   (4) All of the above 
(5) None of the above

Q.10. Which among the following organizations jointly 
organized the International conference on Sustainable 
Biofuels?

 (1) Ministry of New and renewable energy and 
UNEP 

 (2) Department of Science and technology and 
Biofuture platform

 (3) Department of Biotechnology and Amnesty 
International

 (4) Department of Biotechnology and Biofuture 
platform

 (5) None of these
Q.11. Consider the following statements:
 A) Human Trafficking is third largest organized 

crime.
 B) Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and 

Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 deals with this issue. 

Olympian Adille Sumariwalla was re-elected as president of the Maharashtra Athletics 
Association while Satish Uchil has become the new general secretary.
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 C) This bill includes trafficking for purpose of forced 
labour and begging only.

 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 
options:

 (1) Only A & B   (2) Only B & C   
(3) Only C   (4) All of the above 
(5) None of the above

Q.12. Consider the following statements about Trafficking 
of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) 
Bill, 2018:

 A) It prescribes punishment for promoting and 
facilitating trafficking of person.

 B) It does not deals with confidentiality of victims 
and witnesses. 

 C) It creates Rehabilitation Fund to be used for 
physical, psychological and social well-being of 
victim.

 Choose the incorrect statement(s) from the given 
options:

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 
(4) All of the above (5) None of the above

Q.13. Which of the following cities are included under 
Nirbhaya Fund for safe cities:

 A) Delhi B) Mumbai C) Ahmedabad 
D) Hyderabad E) Lucknow

 Choose the correct options from the codes given:
 (1) Only A & B   (2) Only C & D   

(3) Only C & E    (4) All of the above 
(5) None of the above

Q.14. Which of the following ministry has created ' 
Nirbhaya Fund' in the year 2013. 

 (1) Ministry of Home affairs    
(2) Ministry of Women and Child Development 
(3) Ministry of Finance     
(4) Ministry of Economic affairs    
(5) Ministry of Human Resource Development

Q.15. In context to the provisions under 'Nirbhaya Fund' 
Match List I with List II 

 List I List II
 A- New Delhi I - Women safety patrol vans
 B- Mumbai II - Police Didi programme
 C- Ahmedabad III - ABHAYAM Vans
 D- Kolkata            IV - Nine women police stations
 E- Bengaluru V - Safety islands
 (1) A-I, B-II, C-III, D-IV, E-V    

(2) A-V, B-II, C-III, D-I, E-IV    
(3) A-II, B-III, C-IV, D-I, E-V    
(4) A-I, B-III, C-II, D-V, E-IV    
(5) A-IV, B-II, C-III, D-I, E-V

Q.16. Which state is the partner state for 'Know India 
Program 2018'.  

 (1) Kerala    (2) Tamil Nadu   
(3) Maharashtra   (4) Madhya Pradesh 
(5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.17. Which Ministry has recently launched Udyam 
Sakhi Portal (www.udyamsakhi.org) for women 
entrepreneurs?

 (1) Ministry of Economic affairs     
(2) Ministry of Women and Child Development 
(3) Ministry of Rural Development     
(4) Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises 
(5) None of these

Q.18. Who is the Minister of state independent charge for 
Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises. 

 (1) Giriraj Singh   (2) Suresh Prabhu   
(3) Smriti Irani   (4) Rajnath singh   
(5) None of these

Q.19. Consider the following statements about Women 
Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP):

 A) It was launched by NITI Aayog. 
 B) It is manifested in three pillars Ichha Shakti, 

Gyaan Shakti, Karma Shakti
 C) WEP aspires to substantially increase number of 

women entrepreneurs
 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.20.  Which among the following is the partner website of 

Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP).
 (1) Amazon (2) Flipkart (3) ShopClues 

(4) Myntra (5) Facebook
Q.21. Consider the following statements about In-situ 

management of crop residue:
 A) It aimed at providing a cost-effective and eco-

friendly solution to farmers to deal with the 
problem of stubble burning

 B) This central scheme will be implemented for 5 
years.

 C) The fund will primarily be used to subsidise 
machinery required for in-situ management of 
the crop residue.

 Choose the incorrect statement(s) from the given 
options:

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) All of the above (5) None of the above
 Q.22. Consider the following statements about crop residue 

burning:
 A) Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh are major 

burning hotspots.
 B) Increased mechanization and declining number of 

livestock are major reasons. 
 C) It affects air quality but does not affect Human 

health. 

The famous Chameli Devi Jain Award, given to women journalists for special contribution, will be given 
to the TV journalist Uma Sudhir this year.
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 Choose the incorrect statement(s) from the given 
options:

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.23.  'Farm Machinery Banks' are related to which among 

the following field?
 (1) Jute Production      

(2) Wheat cultivation     
(3) Fishery       
(4) Crop residue management    
(5) None of these

Q.24. Consider the following statements:
 A) First International Solar Alliance (ISA) Summit 

was recently held in Bangalore. 
 B) 121 projects were launched during the summit.
 C) The projects will be signed in two phases. 
 D) Scaling Solar E-Mobility and Storage, and Rooftop 

Solar projects were launched during the summit. 
 Choose the incorrect statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 

(4) Only D (5) None of the above
Q.25. Consider the following statements:
 A) International Solar alliance was launched in 

COP-21 summit at Paris in 2015
 B)  It is an alliance of 121 countries.
 C) All the partnering countries lie near the equator. 
 D)  It is headquartered in Gurugram, India,
 Choose the correct options from the codes given:
 (1) Only A & B   (2) Only B & C   

(3) Only C & D   (4) Only A, B & D   
(5) None of the above

Q.26. Who is the interim Director General (IDG) of the 
International Solar Alliance?

 (1) Ashish Sharma  (2) Rajnish Shah   
(3) Upendra Tripathy  (4) Mahendra Upadhyay 
(5) Sachin Awasthi

Q.27. In context to the Oscars awards 2018, Match List I 
with List II 

 List I  (Award)   List II (Winner) 
 A- Best Actor   I - Guillermo del Toro
 B- Best Director                  II - Gary Oldman
 C- Best Cinematography III - Sam Rockwell                    
 D- Best Picture   IV - Blade Runner 2049
 E- Best Supporting Actor V - The Shape of Water
 (1) A-I, B-II, C-III, D-IV, E-V    

(2) A-V, B-II, C-III, D-I, E-IV    
(3) A-II, B-I, C-IV, D-V, E-III    
(4) A-I, B-III, C-II, D-V, E-IV    
(5) A-IV, B-II, C-III, D-I, E-V

Q.28.  Consider the following statements:
 A) The Shape of Water was nominated into highest 

categories in Oscar awards 2018. 
 B) It is nominated in 13 categories.
 C) It has won total 4 awards at the ceremony.
 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.29. Famous Physicist Stephen Hawking who died 

recently, was suffering from which disease?
 (1) Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis     

(2) Accurate Limbs Sclerosis     
(3) Accurate Lateral Symptoms     
(4) Amyotrophic Limbs Sclerosis     
(5) None of these

Q.30. Which of the following books are written by Stephen 
Hawking?

 A) My Brief History      
B) The Universe in a Nutshell    
C) The Grand Design     
D) 300 Years of Gravitation    
E) The story of my life

 Choose the correct options from the codes given:
 (1) Only A, B & C  (2) Only B, C, D & E 

(3) Only C & D   (4) Only A, B, C & D  
(5) All of the above

Q.31. Conrad Sangma, recently sworn-in as the 12th 
Chief Minister of Meghalaya. He belongs to which 
constituency?

 (1) Tura  (2) Sohra (3) Shillong 
(4) Shella (5) Jirang

Q.32. Consider the following statements about Conrad 
Sangma :

 A) His father PA Sangma was former Lok Sabha 
speaker, in 2016.

 B) He was the youngest Finance Minister of 
Meghalaya.

 C) He was the ‘leader opposition’ in the Meghalaya 
legislative assembly from 2010 to 2015.

 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 
options:

 (1) Only A   (2) Only A & B   
(3) Only A & C   (4) All of the above 
(5) None of the above

Q.33. Consider the following statements:
 A) Neiphiu Rio has recently became the chief 

minister of Nagaland.
 B) He earlier served four consecutive terms as chief 

Minister of Nagaland. 
 C) He is elected from Northern Angami-II 

constituency. 

Roger Bannister, the first man to run a mile in under four minutes, died.
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 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 
options:

 (1) Only A & B   (2) Only B   
(3) Only A & C   (4) All of the above 
(5) None of the above

Q.34. Who has been re-elected for second term in office as 
the President of Nepal. 

 (1) Jaypuri Ghatri       
(2) Purna Kumari Sumedhi     
(3) Pampha Bhushal      
(4) Bidya Devi Bhandari     
(5) None of these

Q.35. Consider the following statements about Pritzker 
Architecture Prize:

 A) It was established by the Pritzker family of San 
Francisco. 

 B) It is referred as “Architecture’s Nobel”.
 C) It was founded in the year 1979.
 Choose the incorrect statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.36. Justice Gita Mittal is recently conferred the ‘Nari 

Shakti Puraskar 2017’. She is currently serving in 
which High court? 

 (1) Allahabad High court (2) Bombay High court 
(3) Madras High court (4) Delhi High court 
(5) None of these

Q.37.  The research body of the Union Health Ministry – 
the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) – 
was awarded the International Kochon Prize 2017 
for its contribution in research of which disease?

 (1) Tuberculosis   (2) Cancer   
(3) Swine Flu   (4) Motor Neuron Disease 
(5) None of these

Q.38. Where is the headquarters of Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) located?

 (1) Lucknow (2) New Delhi (3) Mumbai 
(4) Bengaluru (5) Kolkata 

Q.39.  Consider the following statements:
 A) Continuation of Urea Subsidy Scheme is 

approved from 2017 upto 2022.
 B) It is approved by Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmer welfare.
 C) It is implemented through Direct Benefit Transfer.
 D) This scheme entails 100%  payment to fertilizer 

companies on sale of fertilizers to farmers at 
subsidized rates.

 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 
options:

 (1) Only A, B & D  (2) Only B, C & D   
(3) Only C & D   (4) All of the above 
(5) None of the above

Q.40. With which country India has launched the first-ever 
crime-free zone along their international borders?

 (1) Bangladesh (2) Myanmar (3) Bhutan 
(4) Pakistan  (5) Afghanistan

Q.41. Who among the following has approved $1.5 billion 
in loans to India for infrastructure-related projects in 
2018?

 (1) World Bank        
(2) Asian Development Bank (ADB)    
(3) New Development Bank (NDB)    
(4) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
(5) None of these

Q.42. Consider the following statements about Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank:

 A) It multilateral development bank initiated by China.
 B) It was officially established in December 2010.
 C) It is headquartered in Beijing.
 D) India is its second largest shareholder.
 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A, B & D  (2) Only B & D   

(3) Only C & D   (4) All of the above 
(5) None of the above

Q.43. The First-ever Indo-French Knowledge Summit was 
held in which of the following city?

 (1) Mumbai (2) New Delhi (3) Jaipur 
(4) Paris (5) Lyon

Q.44. Consider the following statements:
 A) EBRD stands for European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development.
 B) India will become the 79th member of EBRD.
 C) This will increase the joint investment of Indian 

companies in EBRD’s regions of operation.
 Choose the incorrect statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.45. In context to the European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development, Consider the 
following statements:

 A) It was established in 1991.
 B) It is headquartered in Geneva.
 C) It invests in 38 emerging economies across three 

continents.
 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A & C   (2) Only B & C   

(3) Only C   (4) All of the above 
(5) None of the above

Q.46. The Union Govt. has constituted the tribunal to 
solve Mahanadi Water dispute between Odisha & 
Chhattisgarh. Who will be the Chairman of the tribunal?

Sri Lankan Golfer, Mithun Perera won the Chennai Open 2018 Golf Championship.
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 (1) Indermeet Kaur Kochhar (2) Ashish Sharma   
(3) Ravi Ranjan   (4) A.M. Khanwilkar 
(5) None of the above

Q.47. Consider the following statements:
 A) The "W-Power Trailblazers" issue 2018 is 

released by Forbes India.
 B) It features 25 women entrepreneurs or 

professionals.
 C) It is basically a ranking of Women dominance in 

business
 Choose the incorrect statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.48. Which committee will be constituted by the Haryana 

government to find solution to polluted water flowing 
in Yamuna River? 

 (1) Sudhir Jain committee     
(2) Ramesh Sharma Committee    
(3) Darshan Lal committee     
(4) Om Parkash Dhankhar committee   
(5) N.K. Singh Committee 

Q.49. The biggest solar power plant of Uttar Pradesh has 
been set up in which of the following districts?

 (1) Agra (2) Bareilly (3) Mirzapur 
(4) Meerut (5) Ghaziabad 

Q.50. Consider the following statements:
 A) Mahanadi Water Dispute Tribunal has been 

constituted recently. 
 B) It is regarding the disputes between Odisha and 

Chhattisgarh over sharing of Mahanadi river water.
 C) The tribunal was formed under Section 4 of 

Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956.
 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B (3) Only C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.51. Which of the following union ministry has bagged 

the award for best implementation of E-office? 
 (1) Ministry of External Affairs     

(2) Ministry of Railways     
(3) Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation   
(4) Ministry of Home Affairs    
(5) Ministry of Corporate Affairs

Q.52. The Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic 
Sciences (CCRAS) has developed a coded drug 
AYUSH QOL-2C for cancer patients. Where is the 
headquarters of CCRAS situated ?

 (1) Kolkata (2) Mumbai (3) Hyderabad 
(4) New Delhi (5) Lucknow

Q.53. Consider the following statements:
 A) Special Category Status (SCS) State is a provision 

under A 167 of constitution. 

 B) SCS is previously granted by National 
Development Council.

 C) Recently Andhra Pradesh is demanding Special 
Category Status (SCS)

 Choose the incorrect statement(s) from the given 
options:

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 
(4) All of the above (5) None of the above

Q.54. Which among the following feature is not considered 
for granting Special Category Status (SCS) to a State:

 A) Hilly and difficult terrain     
B) Low population density      
C) Presence of sizeable tribal population   
D) Strategic location along international borders 
E) Economic and infrastructural backwardness 
F) Non-viable nature of State finances

 Choose the correct answer from the given options:
 (1) Only A, B, C   (2) Only B, C, D   

(3) Only C, D, E, F  (4) All of the above 
(5) None of the above

Q.55. Recently Which Actor has received the ‘Godavari 
Gaurav’ award?

 (1) Amitabh Bachchan  (2) Aamir Khan   
(3) Shahrukh Khan  (4) Amol Palekar   
(5) Shatrughan Sinha 

Q.56. In which state, India’s first National Academy of 
Coastal Policing (NACP) will be setup?

 (1) Kerala (2) Gujarat (3) Goa   
(4) West Bengal  (5) Orissa 

Q.57. Who has been recently appointed as the chief of 
Press Information Bureau (PIB)?

 (1) Mohit Bakshi    (2) Mohan Bhargav 
(3) Anuj Lal   (4) Sitanshu Kar    
(5) None of these

Q.58. Who among the following has inaugurated The 
'Delhi End TB Summit' at Vigyan Bhawan, New 
Delhi?

 (1) Smriti Irani   (2) Arvind Kejriwal  
(3) Sushma Swaraj  (4) Narendra Modi  
(5) Venkaiah Naidu

Q.59. TB-Free India Campaign, which was held recently in 
New Delhi, was jointly organised by:

 A) Union Ministry of Health 
 B) World Health Organisation
 C) Stop TB Partnership
 D) Centre for disease control and Prevention 
 E) Indian Medical Association 
 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A & B   (2) Only B & D   

(3) Only C & E   (4) Only A, B & C   
(5) All of the above

Indian shooter Shahzar Rizvi clinched the gold medal with a world record score in a memorable 
maiden ISSF World Cup appearance.
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Q.60. Consider the following statements about TB-free 
India Campaign:

 A) A target has been set to end TB globally by 2030.
 B) India's target to eradicate tuberculosis (TB) from 

the country is by 2025.
 C) 12,000 crore rupees will be funded for over the 

next three years for TB Pateints. 
 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of the above
Q.61. Name the causative agent responsible for Tuberculosis.
 (1) Salmonella Typhi     

(2) Mycobacterium Tuberculosis    
(3)  Tse-Tse       
(4) Plasmodium Vivax     
(5) Bacillus Tuberculosis

Q.62. Ranjan Roy has passed away recently. He belonged 
to which profession? 

 (1) Journalist (2) Politician (3) Musician 
(4) Comedian (5) None of the above

Q.63. International Solar Alliance have tied up with which 
of the following, to promote solar energy across the 
globe?

 (1) New Development Bank (2) World Bank   
(3) ASEAN   (4) OECD   
(5) IMF

Q.64. With Which of the following Bank, Power Grid 
Corporation of India (Power Grid) has signed Rs 5,000 
crore loan agreement for meeting its capital expenditure?

 (1) HDFC (2) SBI  (3) ICICI 
(4) Axis Bank (5) HSBC 

Q.65. In which among the following Indian state, first 
multilateral Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster 
Relief (HADR) exercise "Samvedna 2018" of Indian 
Air Force (IAF) was held?

 (1) Tamil Nadu   (2) Andhra Pradesh 
(3) Kerala   (4) Gujarat   
(5) Uttar Pradesh 

Q.66. Tallest Indian National Flag of height _____ was 
unfurled in Belagavi in Karnataka.

 (1) 110 Metre (2) 129 Metre (3) 115 Metre 
(4) 112 Metre (5) 100 Metre

Q.67. Consider the following statements about recently 
unfurled India's tallest flag:

 A)  The size of India's tallest flag is 120X80 ft. 
 B)  It will weigh 500 kg.
 C) It is a monumental flag which will be hoisted 

only in the day time.
 Choose the correct statement(s) from the given 

options:
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of the above

Q.68. Which is the first Union Territory our country to be 
fully run on solar energy?

 (1) New Delhi  (2) Chandigarh (3) Diu   
(4) Lakshadweep (5) None of these

Q.69. Which among the given below state does not have 
the Special Category Status (SCS). 

 (1) Jammu & Kashmir (2) Uttarakhand   
(3) Punjab    (4) Himachal Pradesh  
(5) None of these

Q.70. Which country has won the 27th edition of the Sultan 
Azlan Shah cup 2018 for record 10th time?

 (1) Australia  (2) India  (3) Pakistan 
(4) Sri Lanka (5) None of these

Q.71. Who has become the first Indian to receive the 
Pritzker Architecture Prize.

 (1) Priyaranjan Das  (2) Amarnath Kant  
(3) Balkrishna Doshi (4) Sharat Sharma   
(5) None of these

Q.72. Match the Famous Personalities in Column (A) with 
their respective Designation/Organization given in 
Column (B):-

 Column (A)  Column (B)
 1. Neil Basu  (i)  Chief Minister
 2. Antony Dominic (ii)  NITI Aayog
 3. Conrad Sangma (iii) Counterterrorism Chief
 4.  Rajiv Kumar  (iv) State Bank of India
 5. Rajneesh Kumar (v)  Chief Justice of high court
 (1) 1-(ii), 2- (iv), 3-(iii), 4-(i), 5-(v)    

(2) 1-(iii), 2- (v), 3-(i), 4-(ii), 5-(iv)    
(3) 1-(i), 2- (iii), 3-(v), 4-(ii), 5-(iv)    
(4) 1-(iv), 2- (ii), 3-(v), 4-(iii), 5-(i)    
(5) 1-(v), 2- (i), 3-(iii), 4-(ii), 5-(iv)

Q.73. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) RBI has constituted an Expert committee to look 

into the issues relating to the classification of 
loans.

 (B) Chairman of this Expert committee is Yaashvan 
H. Malegam.

 (C) RBI has strengthened the supervisory framework 
in the country to avoid fraud cases.

 (D) There are total 6 members in Expert Committee.
 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Both B & C 

(4) Both C & D (5) All of the above
Q.74. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) SWIFT code are unique identification codes for 

all the banks. 
 (B) SWIFT code stands for Society for Worldwide 

Interbank Finance Telecommunication Code.
 (C) SWIFT code is also known as BIC.
 (D) SWIFT codes contain 8 digits.

Italy's tennis player Fabio Fognini won the Brazil Open title by defeating Nicholas Jerry by 1-6, 6-1, 
6-4.



Que TM GENERAL AWARENESS

MICA  MAY 201874

 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Both B & C 

(4) Both C & D (5) All of the above
Q.75. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) RBI has launched Ombudsman Scheme for 

redressal of complaints against NBFCs registered 
under the section of 42-IA of the RBI Act, 1934.

 (B) Ombudsman Scheme will cover all the Non-
Banking Financial Companies.

 (C) NBFC Ombudsman charges the customers for 
registering & solving complaints. 

 (D) Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) is a 
company registered under the Companies Act, 1956 
engaged in the business of loans and advances.

 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only D (3) Both B & C 

(4) Both C & D (5) All of the above
Q.76. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 

2002 is an Act that prevent money-laundering and to 
seize the property derived from money-laundering.

 (B) Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 
2002 are applicable on the RBI, SEBI and IRDA.

 (C) Under the PMLA punishment for defaulter is 
imprisonment of up to 3-7 years with a fine of up 
to 5 lakh rupees.

 (D) Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 
2002 deals with issues related with the money 
laundering in India

 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only D (3) Both B & C 

(4) Both C & D (5) All of the above
Q.77. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) Central Board of Direct Taxes is a statutory 

authority functioning under the Central Board of 
Revenue Act, 1963.

 (B) CBDT consists of seven members.
 (C) Advance Pricing Agreement provides certainty 

to taxpayers in the field of transfer pricing.
 (D) CBDT has 185 Unilateral Advance Pricing Agreement.
 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only B (2) Only C (3) Both A & B 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.78. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) In Union Budget 2018-19, Finance Minister Arun 

Jaitley has announced to set up Steering Committee 
for regulation of Fintech sector in India.

 (B) Steering Committee consists of 7 members.
 (C) Chairman of Steering Committee is Subhash Garg.
 (D) Steering Committee has worked with entities 

such as UIDAI to create and use unique enterprise 
identification number.

 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only B (2) Only C (3) Both A & B 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.79. Which Arabian Country has become India’s top 

crude oil supplier by supplying 38.9 million tonnes 
crude oil in the current financial year?

 (1) Algeria (2) Bahrain (3) Saudi Arabia 
(4) Iraq (5) Kuwait

Q.80. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) OPEC stands for Organization for the Petroleum 

Export Countries.
 (B) OPEC has coordinated and unify the petroleum 

policies for its 8 member countries.
 (C) OPEC’s headquarters is located at Mangaf City, 

Kuwait.
 (D) OPEC has 8 members Countries.
 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only C (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.81.  Assertion (A): Advance Pricing Agreement provides 

certainty to taxpayers in the field of transfer pricing.
 Reason (R): APA has given certainty to taxpayers, 

reduce disputes, enhance tax revenues & attract 
foreigner investors.

 (1) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A.    

 (2) Both A and R are true but R is NOT the correct 
explanation of A.    

 (3) A is true but R is false.    
 (4) A is false but R is true.    
 (5) Both A and R are false.
Q.82. Kalyan Singh Chauhan who has passed recently, 

belongs to which field?
 (1) Musician (2) Politician (3) Actor  

(4) Novelist (5) Cricketer
Q.83. Name the person who was chosen as a mascot for 

“Swachh Bharat Abhiyan” campaign, died recently?
 (1)  Vijay Goel   (2) Kunwar Bai Yadav 

(3) Jayendra Saraswathi (4) Praful Patel   
(5) Chetan Mehra

Q.84. Recently India and Canada has signed six MoUs in 
the various fields including Information Technology, 
Petroleum, Sports, Industrial Policy and Promotion, 
Science and Technology? What is the capital of 
Canada?

 (1) London (2) Toronto (3) Ottawa 
(4) Victoria (5) Hamilton

Q.85. India and Germany has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) for an ‘Implementation 
Agreement in Sustainable Urban Development and 
Smart Cities in India’ in New Delhi recently. Who is 
the Current President of Germany?

Manu Bhaker clinched a gold medal in the women's 10m Air Pistol event while Ravi Kumar 
bagged a bronze at the ISSF World Cup in Guadalajara, Mexico.
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 (1) Joachim Gauck  (2) Angela Markel   
(3) Frank Walter Steinmeier (4) Christian Wulff 
(5) Roman Herzog

Q.86. Which gulf nation has allowed women employee to 
work in their military force for the first time?

 (1) Bahrain (2) Oman (3) Qatar  
(4) Saudi Arabia (5) United Arab Emirates

Q.87. Consider the following statements:
 (A) FATF stands for Financial Action Task Forum.
 (B) The current chairperson of FATF is Roger 

William.
 (C) FATF is consists of approx. 38 member countries 

including India. . 
 (D) FATF combats against the growing problem of 

money laundering.
 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only C (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.88. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) UNICEF stands for United Nations International 

Children's Emergency Fund.
 (B) China was found to be the safest nation on the 

basis of lowest newborn mortality rates.
 (C) Chairperson of UNICEF is Henrietta Fore.
 (D) UNICEF has provided protection for children's 

rights and also fulfill their basic needs, mainly in 
developing countries.

 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.89. According to the UNICEF report, which country has 

the highest newborn baby mortality rate?
 (1) Albania (2) Algeria (3) Pakistan 

(4) Malaysia (5) Syria
Q.90. Who has become first Indian woman pilot of IAF 

MiG-21 Bison fighter aircraft?
 (1) Bhawana Kanth  (2) Anny Divya   

(3) Avani Chaturvedi (4) Durba Banerjee 
(5) Saarah Hameed Ahmed

Q.91. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) Transparency International is an international 

organization & its head quarters is situated at 
Berlin, Germany. It was founded in 1993.

 (B) Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) has ranked 
countries all around the world. 

 (C) India has ranked on 80th position in the global 
corruption perception index 2017, according to 
the Transparency International report.

 (D) The Chairperson of Transparency International 
organization is Patricia Moreira.

 Which of the following statements are true?

 (1) Only A (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 
(4) All of the above (5) None of these

Q.92. India has introduced Heli taxi service recently in 
which city?

 (1) Pune (2) Chennai (3) Kolkata 
(4) Bengaluru (5) Ahmedabad

Q.93. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) Inclusive Internet Index is conducted by the EIU 

(Economist Intelligence Unit).
 (B) Inclusive Internet Index 2018 score is based 

on the criteria like availability, affordability, 
relevance, readiness.

 (C) India has been ranked at 49th position on 
Inclusive Internet Index.

 (D) Singapore has topped the Inclusive Internet 
Index 2018.

 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.94. Gandhinagar Railway Station has become country 

all women railway station in the main line category 
of the Indian Railway. Where this railway station is 
located?

 (1) Surat (2) Jodhpur (3) Gandhidham 
(4) Kota (5) Jaipur

Q.95. Union Government has signed ____________ loan 
agreement with the ADB to improve and expand the 
water supply in Bhagalpur and Gaya towns of Bihar.

 (1) 78 million $ (2) 82 million $ (3) 74 million $ 
(4) 84 million $ (5) 76 million $

Q.96. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a 

development bank that was established on 19 
December 1962.

 (B) ADB head quarters is situated at Manila, Philippines.
 (C) The present time chairperson of ADB is Takehiko 

Nakao.
 (D) The major shareholding in ADB is the country 

Japan.
 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.97. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) Central government has signed an agreement of 

84 million $ with the Asian Development Bank.
 (B) This agreement will support & resolve water 

supply problem in the Gobindpur & Nitarhat 
district of Jharkhand.

 (C) This loan agreement will have tenure of up to 20 
years.

 (D) New Development Bank will also support this 
project.

Simona Halep of Romania leads the Women's Tennis Association rankings ahead of Denmark's 
Caroline Wozniacki.
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 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.98.  In “LIBOR”, “O” stands for ____________
 (1) Open (2) Operation (3) Offering 

(4) Offered (5) Observe
Q99.  First Mega Food Park has operationalized in the 

state of Maharashtra & it is the ____________ Mega 
Food Park that is operationalized in our country.

 (1) 12th    (2) 14th     (3) 8th     (4) 10th      (5) 15th
Q.100. Which state government has been initiated “Asmita 

Scheme” in their state?
 (1) Gujrat (2) Maharashtra (3) Assam 

(4) Odisha (5) New Delhi
Q.101. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) Bihar state government has introduced health 

cum life insurance scheme of up to Rs.6 lakh for 
the farmers of their state, recently.

 (B) Bihar state government has allocated Rs.500 
crore in their state budget 2018-19.

 (C) The new governor of Bihar state is Satya pal 
Malik

 (D) Bihar state government is expected to benefit 
70 lakh farmers of their state through this 
scheme.

 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only C (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.102. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) Solar Park is an area of development of solar 

power generation projects.
 (B) Shakti sthala solar park is to be World’s largest 

solar park.
 (C) Shakti Sthala Solar Park is located in the state of 

Maharashtra.
 (D) Central Government has supported this Solar 

Park scheme to generate 100GW of solar power 
by 2020.

 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only C (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) Both A & C (5) All of the above
Q.103. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) ‘Our village, Our Development’ programme has 

been initiated in the state of Assam.
 (B) Through this programme ‘Our village Our 

Development’ government is to reach out to 
people to involve themselves in developmental 
activities.

 (C) The governor of Assam is Jagdish Mukhi.
 (D) ‘Our village, Our Development’ Programme will 

support the public in solving their grievances 
from the state government.

 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) Both A & C (5) All of the above
Q.104.Parupalli Kashyap has won Australian Open 

International Challenge that was held in Melbourne. 
In this International match whom did Parupalli 
Kashyap defeated?

 (1) Lee Chong Wei  (2) Chan Peng Soon 
(3) Cheam June Wei  (4) Tan Boon Heong 
(5) Goh Jin Wei

Q.105.Consider the following statements:-
 (A) 2018 Winter Olympics was a major international 

winter event that was organized at Yongin, South 
Korea.

 (B) In Winter Olympics 2018, Germany has topped 
the medal tally list.

 (C) Marit Bjorgen is a Malaysian Badminton Player.
 (D) Marit Bjorgen has won gold in the women's 

cross-country skiing in Winter Olympics 2018.
 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only B (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) Both A & C (5) All of the above
Q.106. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) Asian Wrestling  Championship is organized 

by the Asian Associated Wrestling Committee 
(AAWC).

 (B) In Asian Wrestling  Championship, women's 
tournament was first started in 1996.

 (C) Vinesh Phogat has won gold medal in Asian 
Wrestling  Championship 2018.

 (D) Asian wrestling championship is a continental 
championship for athletes from all-around the 
Asian countries. It has been held since 1979.

 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only B (2) Only C (3) Both A & B 

(4) Both A & C (5) All of the above
Q.107. Consider the following statements:-
 (A) Prithvi-II missile has indigenously developed 

surface-to-surface nuclear capable missile.
 (B) Prithvi-II is the first missile which has been 

developed under the Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme.

 (C) Prithvi-II missile is indigenously developed by 
the DRDO.

 (D) Defence Research and Development Organization 
(DRDO)is an agency that functioned in military's 
research and development, Its headquartered is 
located at  New Delhi, India. It was founded in 
1959.

 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only B (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) Both A & C (5) None of these

According to a report by CRISIL, the India's economic growth rate will grow up to 7.5 per cent 
in fiscal year 2018-19.
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Q.108. New shark species has been discovered in Atlantic 
Ocean. Name this new shark species?

 (1) Atlantic five gill shark (2) Atlantic six gill shark
 (3) Atlantic four gill shark   (4) Atlantic three gill shark
 (5) Atlantic two gill shark
Q.109. In which city International Conference on Sustainable 

Biofuels 2018 has been organized?
 (1) Pune (2) Ahmedabad (3) Mumbai 

(4) New Delhi (5) Bengaluru
Q.110. Assam Government has recently announced to 

celebrate "Rhino day".  On which date it will be 
celebrated in the state?

 (1) 24 August (2) 18 July (3) 15 June 
(4) 22 September (5) 25 October

Q.111. Saposhi is a_______________
 (1) Ransomware   (2) Spyware   

(3) Trojan Horse   (4) Malware   
(5) Cybersecurity

Q.112.At which percentage, Monetary Policy Committee 
has to be maintained an annual inflation rate until 
March 31, 2021?

 (1) 6% (2) 5%  (3) 4%   
(4) 3.8% (5) 4.2%

Q.113.Monetary policy committee consists of 6 member. In 
which 3 officials from the RBI and other 3 external 
members is nominated by the Government of India 
(GOI). What is the tenure of the members appointed, 
which has been nominated by the Government of 
India? 

 (1) 2 years (2) 3 years (3) 4 years 
(4) 5 years (5) 6 years

Q.114.Credit Guarantee Corporation of India Limited 
& DIC were merged to form DICGC, in order to 
integrate the functions of both. In this regard, “DIC” 
stands for__________________

 (1) Demand Insurance Corporation    
(2) Deposit Insurance Corporation    
(3) Deposit Investment Corporation    
(4) Deposite Insurance Compony    
(5) None of the above

Q.115. What type of banks is not insured under the DICGC?
 (1) Regional Rural Banks (RRBs)    

(2) Commercial Banks only    
(3) Primary Cooperative Societies (PACS)   
(4) Foreigner Banks      
(5) Local Area Banks (LABs)

Q.116. NBFCs main function is to give __________
 (A) Loans   (B) Advances
 (C) Retirement Schemes (D) Commercial Paper
 Which of the following are false?
 (1) Only A  (2) Only D  
 (3) Both B & C  (4) All of the above 
 (5) None of these

Q.117. Deposit Taking Non-Banking financial companies 
can open which type of accounts?

 (A) Saving Account  (B) Current Account
 (C) Recurring Deposit Account (D) Fixed Deposit Account
 (1) Only A (2) Only D (3) Both A & B 

(4) Both C & D (5) All of the above
Q.118. EXIM is wholly owned subsidiary of ____________
 (1) Reserve Bank of India     

(2) Government of India     
(3) Federation of Indian Export Organization   
(4) All India Export Chamber    
(5) Export Promotion Bodies of India

Q.119. What is the PSL Limit in case of Small finance Banks 
in India?

 (1) 26%   (2) 60%    (3) 40%    (4) 51%    (5) 75%
Q.120.Small Finance Banks are registered under which act?
 (1) Banking Regulation Act 1949    

(2) Small finance Bank Act 2015    
(3) RBI Act 1934       
(4) NABARD Act 1981     
(5) Companies act 2013

Q.121. The main functions of Payment Banks includes 
 (A) Provide Credit Card
 (B) Cross border Remittances
 (C) Accept NRI deposits
 (D) Extended Loans
 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only D (2) Only B (3) Both B & C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.122. Base rate system has introduced in which year in the 

Indian banking system?
 (1) 1 January, 2005  (2) 1 April, 2011   

(3) 1 July, 2010   (4) 1 March, 2004   
(5) 31 March, 2005

Q.123. Base rate is revised by all banks at least once in ____.
 (1) 2 months (2) 3 months (3) 4 months 

(4) 6 months (5) 1 year
Q.124. What type of rate is not included during the 

assessment of interest rate in the Base rate system?
 (1) Prime lending rate     

(2) Bank rate       
(3) Base rate       
(4) Marginal cost of funds based lending rate   
(5) Repo rate

Q.125. Deep discount Bonds had been issued first time by 
which public sector bank in India?

 (1) Punjab National Bank     
(2) State Bank of India     
(3) Industrial Development Bank of India   
(4) Central Bank of India     
(5) Bank of India

Veteran Bollywood actress 'Shammi Aunty' died. She was 89.
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Q.126. In FRDI, “R” stands for ____________
 (1) Financial Recovery & Deposit Information   

(2) Financial Revolution & Deposite Insurance 
(3) Finance Resolution & Deposit Insurance   
(4) Financial Reconvention & Deposit Insurance 
(5) Finance Reconstruction & Deposite Insurance

Q.127. Which of the following is not considered as 
negotiable instrument?

 (1) Promissory Note  (2) Bill of Exchange 
(3) Bearer Cheque   (4) Crossed Cheque 
(5) All of the above

Q.128. Under the Section ________ of Negotiable 
Instrument Act 1881 has described that this is a 
direction to the bank to not to pay the cheque across 
the counter.

 (1) Section 124 (2) Section 125 (3) Section 126 
(4) Section 127 (5) Section 128

Q.129. Which committee was formed on the balance of 
payments in 1993?

 (1) Narsimhan Committee     
(2) Malhotra Committee     
(3) Tarapur Committee     
(4) Chakravarthi Rangarajan Committee   
(5) Kelkar Committee

Q.130. If a company is declared “stock split”, then in 
this case the number of shares of that particular 
company_________, but the market canalization 
remains the same.

 (1) Decreases (2) Increases (3) Same  
(4) Doubled (5) None of these

Q.131. Market capitalization is aggregate valuation of a 
company by multiplying its current share price and 
total number of ______shares.

 (1) Bonus Share   (2) Equity Share   
(3) Outstanding Share (4) Preferential Share 
(5) Split Share

Q.132. Capital account Convertibility (CAC) includes ______
 (A) Foreign Direct Investment
 (B) Foreign Institutional Investor
 (C) External Commercial Borrowing
 (D) Banking Capital
 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only B (2) Only A (3) Both A & C 

(4) Both B & C (5) All of the above
Q.133. Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER) refers to ______
 (A) Real effective exchange rate is measured as the 

number of currency against other currencies.
 (B) Real effective exchange rate is measured as the 

value of a currency against other currencies.
 (C) Real effective exchange rate is measured as the 

value of a currency against a group of other 
currencies.

 (D) Real effective exchange rate is measured as the 
value of a currency against foreign currencies.

 Which of the following statements are true regarding 
REER?

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C 
(4) Only D (5) None of these

Q.134. Which type of banks are involve in the “ASBA” 
services?

 (1) BPC (2) IPPB  (3) SCSB 
(4) CCCB (5) CCB

Q.135. How much fund has been fixed by RBI, for the 
borrowers under priority sector lending for solar 
based electricity generators?

 (1) 10 crore (2) 12 crore (3) 15 crore 
(4) 20 crore (5) 25 crore

Q.136. Banking ombudsman is appointed by the RBI to 
redress customer complaints, under the ________of 
Banking Ombudsman Scheme 2006.

 (1) Clause 6 (2) Clause 7 (3) Clause 8 
(4) Clause 9 (5) Clause 10

Q.137. The tenure of Banking Ombudsman is ___________
 (1) 2 years (2) 3 years (3) 4 years 

(4) 5 years (5) 6 years
Q.138. Under which act, banks can share their dividend 

among shareholders?
 (1) Companies Act 2013     

(2) Reserve Bank of India Act 1934    
(3) Banking Regulation Act 1949    
(4) Securities & Exchange Board of India Act 1992 
(5) Negotiable Instrument Act 1881

Q.139. “SCORES” is the complaining redressal desk of 
___________

 (1) SBI   (2) RBI    
(3) SEBI   (4) Government of India 
(5) IDBI

Q.140. What does “I” stands for, in “LIBOR”?
 (1) Intrabank   (2) International   

(3) Information   (4) Interbank   
(5) In character

Q.141. What do you mean by EEFC (Exchange Earners’ 
Foreign Currency) account?

 (A) RBI has launched this EEFC account scheme in 
1992.

 (B) EEFC account is a type of current account which 
is open in banks.

 (C) EEFC is the zero-balance account.
 (D) EEFC is opened by Indian resident only.
 Which of the following statements are true?
 (1) Only B (2) Only C (3) Both A & B 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.142. Where is the head quarter of Capital Local Area 

Bank Ltd.?
 (1) Ahmedabad (2) Gurugram (3) Jaipur  

(4) Jalandhar (5) Bengaluru

Legendary batsman Sunil Gavaskar has been named as the Commissioner of the inaugural 
edition of the T20 Mumbai League.
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Q.11.(3)  Q.12.(2)  Q.13.(5) Q.14.(3)  Q.15.(1) Q.16.(4) Q.17.(4) Q.18.(1) Q.19.(4) Q.20.(3) 

Q.21.(2)  Q.22.(3) Q.23.(4)  Q.24.(1)  Q.25.(4)  Q.26.(3)  Q.27.(3)  Q.28.(4)  Q.29.(1) Q.30.(4)  

Q.31.(1) Q.32.(2) Q.33.(3) Q.34.(4) Q.35.(1) Q.36.(4) Q.37.(1) Q.38.(2) Q.39.(2)  Q.40.(1)  

Q.41.(4)  Q.42.(1) Q.43.(2) Q.44.(2)  Q.45.(1) Q.46.(4) Q.47.(3)  Q.48.(4) Q.49.(3) Q.50 (4) 

Q.51.(3) Q.52.(4) Q.53.(1) Q.54.(4) Q.55.(4)  Q.56.(2) Q.57.(4) Q.58.(4)  Q.59.(4)  Q.60.(4) 

Q.61.(2) Q.62.(1) Q.63.(1)  Q.64.(2) Q.65.(3) Q.66.(1) Q.67.(4)  Q.68.(3) Q.69.(3)  Q.70.(1) 

Q.71.(3)  Q.72.(2) Q.73.(4) Q.74.(3) Q.75.(2) Q.76.(5) Q.77.(4) Q.78.(1) Q.79.(3) Q.80.(5) 

Q.81.(1)  Q.82.(2) Q.83.(2) Q.84.(3)  Q.85.(3) Q.86.(4)  Q.87.(2) Q.88.(1) Q.89.(3)  Q.90.(3) 

Q.91.(3) Q.92.(4) Q.93.(2) Q.94.(5) Q.95.(4)  Q.96.(1) Q.97.(1)  Q.98.(4) Q.99.(3)  Q.100.(2) 

Q.101.(1)  Q.102.(1)  Q.103.(1) Q.104.(3) Q.105.(2) Q.106.(2) Q.107.(2) Q.108.(2) Q.109.(4) Q.110.(4) 

Q.111.(4) Q.112.(3) Q.113.(3)  Q.114.(2) Q.115.(3) Q.116.(2)  Q.117.(4) Q.118.(2)  Q.119.(5)  Q.120.(5)  

Q.121.(2) Q.122.(3) Q.123.(2) Q.124.(5) Q.125.(3) Q.126.(3)  Q.127.(4)  Q.128.(3) Q.129.(4) Q.130.(2) 

Q.131.(3)  Q.132.(5) Q.133.(3)  Q.134.(3) Q.135.(3) Q.136.(3) Q.137.(2) Q.138.(3) Q.139.(3) Q.140.(4) 

Q.141.(4) Q.142.(4) Q.143.(1) Q.144.(1) Q.145.(4) Q.146.(5) Q.147.(4) Q.148.(3) Q.149.(2)  Q.150.(4) 

Q.143. Consider the following statements:
 (A) CBLO stands for Collateralized Borrowing & 

Lending Operation. 
 (B) CBLO is operated by CCIL (Clearing Corporation 

of India Ltd.)
 (C) Under the CBLO market, financial institutions 

can avail short-term loan by providing securities.
 (D) CBLO market is same as that of call money 

market.
 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only A  (2) Only C (3) Both B & C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.144. Consider the following statements:
 (A) SDR scheme was introduced by Reserve Bank of 

India on 8 June, 2016.
 (B) SDR put forward by the Joint lenders forum 

(JLF) Committee.
 (C) In SDR scheme, JLF should convert the loan 

dues into the equity shares.
 (D) SDR scheme applicable on all scheduled 

commercial banks except RRBs.
 Which of the following statements are false?
 (1) Only A  (2) Only C (3) Both B & C 

(4) All of the above (5) None of these
Q.145. What is the maximum loan amount limit given under 

the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY)?
 (1) 5 lakh (2) 6 lakh (3) 8 lakh 

(4) 10 lakh (5) 20 lakh
Q.146. What is the interest rate has decided by the Central 

government on Sovereign Gold Bonds Scheme?

 (1) 2.35% p.a. (2) 2.37% p.a. (3) 2.52% p.a. 
(4) 2.56% p.a. (5) 2.75% p.a.

Q.147. If a person has filed a lawsuit in Lok Adalat, then the 
court fee is ____________ to file a lawsuit.

 (1) Maximum amount of Rs.10, 000/-   
(2) Minimum Rs.670/-     
(3) Maximum amount of Rs. 540/-    
(4) No fee       
(5) Minimum amount of Rs.20, 000/-

Q.148. If a person wants to appeal against a decision of 
DRT in DRAT, it has to be filed within the period of 
___________.

 (1) 35 days (2) 40 days  (3) 180 days  
(4) 90 days (5) 45 days 

Q.149. CERSAI stands for________________
 (1) Central Registration of Securitization Asset 

Reconstruction & Security Interest.
 (2) Central Registry of Securitization Assets 

Reconstruction & Security Interest.
 (3) Centralized Registry of Securitization Asset 

Reconstruction & Securitized Interest.
 (4) Central Registry of Securitization Assets 

Reconstruction & Security Interest.
 (5) Central Registry of Securitization Assets 

Reconstruction & Simple Interest.
Q.150. Maturity period of Cash management Bill is________
 (1) Less than 180 days (2) Less than 30 days 

(3) Less than 90 days (4) Less than 91 days 
(5) Less than 182 days

16 year old Manu Bhaker won her second successive gold medal in a mixed team event in the ongoing 
ISSF World Cup in Guadalajara, Mexico.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.1-5.  In each question below a sentence with four words 

printed in bold type is given. These are numbered 
(1), (2), (3) and (4). One of these four words 
printed in bold may be either wrongly spelt or 
inappropriate in context of the sentence. Find out 
the word which is wrongly spelt or inappropriate 
if any. The number of that word is your answer. 
If all the words printed in bold are correctly spelt 
& also appropriate in the context of the sentence, 
mark (5) "All correct" as your answer.

Q.1. By analyzing(1) the genomes of over 400 
individuals(2) – many of which had been 
buried(3) with distictive(4) objects tying them to 
the Beaker Culture. All Correct (5)

Q.2. There is a chance the government(1) may 
introduce a long term capital gains taxes(2) on 
equity shares,(3) or may remove the dividend(4) 
distribution tax. All correct(5)

Q.3. She was brought (1) up in Kolkata, where she 
began(2) writing primarily in English and she 
was married to(3) Mr. Murti at the age of 15.(4)
All correct (5)

Q.4. Some household names are being persued(1) for 
six-figure income tax and national insurance(2) 
bills by HM Revenue & Customs on the grounds(3) 
that they were in effect BBC employees while 
claiming to be freelancers(4).All correct (5)

Q.5. The government(1) has plans to expand the 
pipeline network in the country, especial(2) 
in the eastern part, in a move to increase the 
consumption(3) of the environment-friendly(4) 
fuel. All correct (5)

Q.6-10. Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), 
(C), (D), (E) and (F) in the proper sequence to 
form a meaningful paragraph, then answer the 
questions given below them.

 (A) Of the country's cultural and religious diversity.
 (B) Festivals in India are a reflection
 (C) Holi is one such festival,
 (D) However, residential societies
 (E) As it spreads goodwill among people.
 (F) Waste a lot of water while celebrating Holi. 
Q.6. Which of the following would be the THIRD 

sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A        (2) D         (3) B         (4) C        (5) E
Q.7. Which of the following would be the FIRST 

sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A        (2) D         (3) B         (4) C        (5) E

Q.8. Which of the following would be the FOURTH 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) A        (2) D         (3) B         (4) C        (5) E
Q.9. Which of the following would be the LAST 

sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) E        (2) D         (3) B         (4) F        (5) C
Q.10. Which of the following would be the SECOND 

sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A        (2) D         (3) B         (4) C        (5) E
Q.11-15. In the following passage there are blanks 

each of which has been numbered as well as 
filled with a word which may be appropriate 
in context of the passage or maybe not. If 
the word highlighted is incorrect and needs 
improvement then choose any one option 
suggested given below. But if the given word is 
correct and requires no change then mark (5) 
i.e. no change required as your answer.

 March 4, will be a turning point for Europe. On 
the same day as an important____(11) general 
election in Italy, we'll find out whether an internal 
referendum of the German Social Democratic 
Party members has framed ____ (12) a 'yes' for the 
'grand coalition' government in Berlin, continuing 
their current partnership with Angela Merkel's 
Christian Democrats. Conventional wisdom says 
this would be a good nature____ (13) for Europe. 
I think the conventional wisdom is wrong. Like 
putting on a medical corset to alleviate a serious 
back condition, and then carrying on with your 
life just as before, a grand coalition ____ (14) 
would be good in the short term but bad in the 
long. You need to address the causes, not just the 
epitome ____ (15). And there is an alternative.

Q.11. Choose the correct option for (11)
 (1) eternal (2) insane
 (3) innocuous (4) embodiment
 (5) No change required
Q.12. Choose the correct option for (12)
 (1) produced (2) says
 (3) epoch (4) plopped
 (5) No change required
Q.13. Choose the correct option for (13)
 (1) outcomes (2) result
 (3) concussion (4) repercussion
 (5) No change required

According to a report by Kotak Economic Research, The Indian economy is likely to recover 
gradually to 7.1 per cent in 2018-19 financial year.
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Q.14. Choose the correct option for (14)
 (1) situation (2) jurisdiction
 (3) partition (4) petrification
 (5) No change required
Q.15. Choose the correct option for (15)
 (1) resulting (2) symptoms
 (3) circumstance (4) entourage
 (5) No change required
Q.16-20. Choose the most appropriate option among 

(A),(B) and (C) which completes the sentence 
and make it meaningfully correct.

Q.16. Last night critics said that by raising the 
question Facebook ran the risk of appearing to 
____________ is a criminal offence.

 (A) condoned such activity, which
 (B) condone such activity, who
 (C) condone such activity, which
 (1) Only (B) (2) Only (C)
 (3) Both (A) and (B) (4) Both (B) and (C)
 (5) None of them
Q.17. GAIL owns a petrochemical plant in Uttar 

Pradesh, which  ______________ the marketing 
unit to either IOC or BPCL.

 (A) could be sell along with
 (B) could be sold along with
 (C) could being sold along with
 (1) Only (B) (2) Only (C)
 (3) Both (A) and (B) (4) Both (B) and (C)
 (5) None of them
Q.18. Italy faces a hung parliament after populist parties 

surged in a general election characterized by anger 
over _______________ .

 (A) migrate and a stuttering economy
 (B) migration and stutter economy
 (C) migration and a stuttering economies
 (1) Only (B) (2) Only (C)
 (3) Both (A) and (B) (4) Both (B) and (C)
 (5) None of them
Q.19. The two populist parties showed that the wave of 

anti-system voting in Europe, _________________ 
sparked Brexit, has triumphed in Italy.

 (A) who many observers believe
 (B) which much observers believe
 (C) which many observers believe

 (1) Only (B) (2) Only (C)
 (3) Both (A) and (B) (4) Both (B) and (C)
 (5) None of them
Q.20. The company had earlier resisted the split on the 

grounds that its gas marketing and transmission 
businesses operate at arm's length and, hence, 
_____________ . 

 (A) do not needed to be separated
 (B) do not need to be separated
 (C) do not need to be segregated
 (1) Only (B) (2) Only (C)
 (3) Both (A) and (B) (4) Both (B) and (C)
 (5) None of them
Q.21-25. Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words have been printed in bold to help you 
locate them while answering some questions.

 Scientists have discovered a previously unknown 
"supercolony" of more than 15,00,000 Adelie 
Penguins in the Danger Islands, a chain of remote, 
rocky islands off of the Antarctic Peninsula's 
northern tip. For the past 40 years, the total number 
of Adelie Penguins, one of the most common 
on the Antarctic Peninsula, has been steadily 
declining - or so biologists have thought. "Until 
recently, the Danger Islands weren't known to be 
an important penguin habitat," said the associate 
professor in the US.

 These supercolonies have gone undetected for 
decades, partly because of the remoteness of the 
islands themselves, and partly the treacherous 
waters that surround them. Even in the austral 
summer, the nearby ocean is filled with thick 
sea ice, making it extremely difficult to access. 
Researchers arranged an expedition to the islands 
with the goal of counting the birds firsthand. 
When the group arrived in December 2015, they 
found hundreds of thousands of birds nesting in 
the rocky soil, and immediately started to tally up 
their numbers by hand. The team used a modified 
commercial quadcopter drone to take images of 
the entire island from above.

 "The drone lets you fly in a grid over the island, 
taking pictures once per second. You can then 
stitch them together into a huge collage that 
shows the entire landmass in 2D and 3D. Once 
those massive images are available, the team 
can use neural network software to analyse 
them, pixel by pixel, searching for penguin nests 
autonomously. 
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Amazon’s founder and CEO Jeff Bezos has topped Forbes’s 2018 ‘World’s Billionaires’ list.

Q.21. Why did the team use a modified commercial 
quadcopter drone?

 (1) to take images of the entire island from above.
 (2) to take images of the entire animal species 

from above.
 (3) to take images of the entire island from above.
 (4) to take images of the blizzard that occurs there 

rarely.
 (5) All Except (1)
Q.22. Which of the following on the Antarctic Peninsula, 

has been steadily declining?
 (1) Adelie Petrels (2) Adelie Elephants
 (3) Adelie Penguins (4) Adelie Peasants
 (5) Adelie Sparrows
Q.23. Why have supercolonies of the Penguins in the 

Danger Islands gone undetected for decades?
 (A) because of the remoteness of the islands 

themselves.
 (B) because of the treacherous waters that 

surround them.
 (C) because of the blizzard that covers the whole area.
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (A) and (B)
 (3) Only (C) (4) All (A), (B) and (C)
 (5) Only (B)
Q.24. Why did researchers arrange an expedition to the 

islands?
 (1) with the goal of making the obscure island 

known.
 (2) with the goal of counting the birds firsthand. 
 (3) with the goal of attracting the global financial 

leaders towards it.
 (4) Both (1) and (3)
 (5) Both (2) and (3)
Q.25. What is the ultimate motto of the team once the 

massive images available?
 (1) The team can use neural network software to 

analyse them.
 (2) The team can use the massive images to 

broadcast them.
 (3) To search for penguin nests autonomously.
 (4) To look into the “declining figures of polar 

beer” from the island.
 (5) Both (1) and (2)
Q.26-30. In the following sentence, three parts i.e. (A), 

(B) and (C) are given, there can be error(s) in 

one or all parts of the sentence, you will have to 
choose the incorrect part(s) of the sentence and 
mark your answer accordingly.

Q.26. If you go by the rankings,(A)/ India is the top team 
in the tournament,(B)/ so it always starts ahead of 
the other teams.(C)

 (1) Only (A) (2) Only (B)
 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)
 (4) No Error
Q.27. When you're in a habit of win, it's easier to get 

over the line(A)/ whatever the stage and you 
know how to win and you have to be(B)/ a very 
tenacious and feisty competitor.(C)

 (1) Only (A) (2) Only (B)
 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)
 (5) No Error
Q.28. For the first time, drones will be able to fly 

beyond(A)/ their operators’ line of sight with the 
development of newly technology(B)/ to track 
small unmanned devices at low altitude.(C)

 (1) Only (A) 
 (2) Only (B)
 (3) Both (A) and (C) 
 (4) Only (C)
 (5) No Error
Q.29. The heads of a central school board and a central 

chain of schools have parroted "mantras"(A)/ 
from the book in their messages to students(B)/ 
takes the Central Board of Secondary Education 
exams for Classes X and XII.(C)

 (1) Only (A) 
 (2) Only (B)
 (3) Both (A) and (C) 
 (4) Only (C)
 (5) No Error
Q.30. The superintendent of police, Jalpaiguri, said 

that he would instruct authorities(A)/ of all the 
temples in the district to check their electrical 
connections(B)/ and abstain in drawing 
electricity illegally to prevent such incidents.
(C)

 (1) Only (A) 
 (2) Only (B)
 (3) Both (A) and (C) 
 (4) Only (C)
 (5) No Error
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Q.31-35. Find the missing term in the following number 
series.

Q.31. 12    13   16   32   157  ?
 (1) 780 (2) 1453 (3) 945 

(4) 796 (5) 1510
Q.32.  20    9   8    15    59 ?
 (1) 471 (2) 514    (3) 622 

(4) 588  (5) 322
Q.33.  16    26     44     72    112    ?
 (1) 122    (2) 152    (3) 273 

(4) 166  (5) 311
Q.34.  25     37    57   ?   121   165
 (1) 73    (2) 89    (3) 92    

(4) 104  (5) 85
Q.35.  74    299    555    844   1168   ?
 (1) 1390    (2) 1484    (3) 1722    

(4) 1529 (5) 1634
Q.36-40. Find the value of variables and state the correct 

relationship between them.
 (1)  x > y (2)   x > y
 (3) x < y (4) x < y
 (5) x = y or relationship cannot be established
Q.36. 5x + 4y = 19
 8x - 5y = 1.9
Q.37. x2 + y2 = 925
 3x + 2y = 108
Q.38. x2 - 2x - 35 = 0
 y2 - 19y + 84 = 0
Q.39. x2 - 4x + 3.64 = 0
 y2 - 3.5y + 3 = 0
Q.40. x2 = 306.25
 y3 = 5930
Q.41-50. What should come at place of question mark (?) in 

the following questions?

Q.41. 235929 7921 13824 ? 729+ − = −

 (1) 28 (2) 14 (2) 9 
(4) 11 (5) None of these

Q.42. 
1 2÷
3 5

 of 
22
3  ( )18 15 17− − = ?

 

 (1)
5

192
 (2) 

17

71
 (3)

93

18
 

(4) 
19

97
 (5) None of these

Q.43. 942 + 173 = 223 + ?% of 400
 (1) 625.25 (2) 725.75 (3) 625.75 

(4) 775.25 (5) None of these
Q.44. 342 × 225 × 78 × ? = 3705 × 918 × 3
 (1) 1.2 (2) 19.7 (3) 1.7 

(4) 5.3 (5) None of these
Q.45. 88% of 420 - 72.5% of 280 = ?
 (1) 172.8 (2) 166.6 (3) 153.9 

(4) 162.4 (5) None of these
Q.46. 27 × 18 + 81 × 4 - 243 × 5 = ? - 512
 (1) -107 (2) 112 (3) 107 

(4) -119 (5) None of these
Q.47. 28% of 715 + 35 % of 296 = 42% of ?

 (1) 
2729
3  (2) 

1
723

3
 (3) 

1
813

3
 

(4) 
1

745
6

 (5) None of these

Q.48. 26 × 35 + 39 × 18 - 52 × 28 = ?
 (1) 146 (2) 136 (3) 56 

(4) 166 (5) None of these

Q.49. 
4

3
 of 366 + 18 ÷ 3 × 6 + 10 = 3 × ?

  (1) 168 (2) 645 (3) 534 
(4) 178 (5) None of these

Q.50. ? % of 550 = 
7

3
of 681 - 1391

 (1) 18 (2) 36 (3) 28 
(4) 38 (5) None of these

Q.51. A shopkeeper sold an AC for Rs.13200 with a 
discount of 12% and gained 20%. If no discount 
was allowed, what would have been his profit?

 (1) Rs. 2000 (2) Rs. 3000 (3) Rs. 4000 
(4) Rs. 5000 (5) None of these

Q.52. A milk seller has 48 litres of pure milk. How 
many litres of water, which is available free of 
cost, have to be added to it so that he gets a 20% 
profit by selling the mixture at the cost price of 
pure milk ?

NUMERICAL ABILITy
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Former Congress MLA, Surta Singh Maravi died. He was 75.

 (1) 4.8 lt. (2) 9.6 lt. (3) 12.5 lt. 
(4) 7.5 lt. (5) None of these

Q.53. Rs.4000 is invested at simple interest of 12.5% 
rate of interest per annum and Rs.2500 is obtained 
as interest in certain years. what should be rate of 
simple interest in order to earn Rs.3600 as interest 
on Rs.8000 in same number of years ?

 (1) 9%  (2) 12%  (3) 12.5%  
(4) 8%  (5) 15%

Q.54. If 30 men can dig a pit 12 meter long, 10 meter wide 
and 8 meter deep in 8 days working 10 hours a day, 
then in how many days, working 12 hours a day will 
24 men dig a pit 20 m long, 9 meter wide and 4 
meter deep?

 (1) 7.5 days (2) 6.25 days (3) 10 days 
(4) 12.5 days (5) None of these

Q.55. Find the total number of words formed by word 
SURYA which starts with a vowel but ends with a 
consonant.

 (1) 24 (2) 30 (3) 27 
(4) 36 (5) None of these

Q.56. When I was married 12 years ago my wife was 6th 
member of the family. Today my father died and a 
baby born. The average age of my family during my 
marriage was same as today. What was the age of 
father when he died ?

 (1) 66 years (2) 72 years (3) 84 years 
(4) 60 years (5) Can not be determined

Q.57. Few liters of acid were drawn off from a 48 litre 
vessel, full of acid and equal amount of water was 
added. Again the same volume of the mixture was 
drawn off and replaced by water. As a result now, 
the vessel contained 27 litres of pure acid. How 
much of the acid was drawn off initially?

 (1) 18 lt. (2) 15 lt. (3) 12 lt. 
(4) 24 lt. (5) None of these

Q.58. A completes 40% of a task in 14 days and then takes 
the help of B and C. B is 50% as efficient as A and 
C is 50% as efficient as B . In how many more days 
will they complete the remaining work, working 
together?

 (1) 12 days (2) 18 days (3) 15 days 
(4) 17.5 days (5) None of these

Q.59. Capacity of an empty tank is 150 litres. There is 
an inlet pipe which fills at 8 lt/min and there is an 
outlet pipe which empties at 5 lt/min. Both the pipes 
function alternately for 1 minute. The inlet pipe is 
the first one to function, how much time will it take 
for the tank to be filled up to its capacity?

 (1) 96.75 min  (2) 100 min (3) 87.85 min 
(4) 50 min (5) None of these

Q.60. A train cover a certain distance at a speed of 80 km/
hr however it will halt for fixed time interval in each 
hour, its average speed reduced 60 km/hr. What is 
the time for which the train halt in each hour? 

 (1) 12 min (2) 15 min (3) 20 min 
(4) 14 min (5) None of these

Q.61-65. Study the following table and answer the questions 
that follow:

 Company  Number of       Number of      Ratio 
                  workers in        workers in      of number 
                 three category   category A     of workers 
                  (A,B,C)         in category     
                                                                 A and B

 P                   420                 60         1 : 4
 Q                  560                 120         3 : 5
 R                  728                 168         3 : 8
 S                   588                 84         2 : 7
 T                   504                 56         1 : 7
Q.61. What is the number of workers of category B in all 

companies together?
 (1) 1488 (2) 1365 (3) 1574 

(4) 1885 (5) None of these
Q.62. What is the number of workers of category A and C 

in company Q and R together?
 (1) 850 (2) 580 (2) 680 

(4) 640 (5) None of these
Q.63. If the ratio of male and female in company R is 

4 : 3 then find the female worker of category C in 
same company. 

 (1) 147   (2) 202    
 (3) 296    (4) Can not be determine 
 (5) None of these
Q.64. What is the ratio of number of workers in category 

C in company R and T?
 (1) 12 : 5  (2) 2 : 1  (3) 13 : 4 

(4) 3 : 2 (5) 2 : 3
Q.65. Total number of worker in category B is how 

much percent more/less than total number of 
workers of category C in all companies together? 
(Approximately)

 (1) 113% (2) 125%
 (3) 120% (4) Can not be determine
 (5)107%



MODEL PAPER 2018

MAY 2018  MICA 85India will become the 69th member of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD).

REASONING ABILITy
Q.66-70. Choose only one option from the given options in 

which all the given conclusions I, II and III should 
be followed. We can give an answer -

 (1) with the combination of statement b and c.
 (2) with the combination of statement a and c.
 (3) with the combination of statement a and b.
 (4) with the combination of statement a and d.
 (5) with the combination of statement b and d.
Q.66.  Conclusions
  I. Some Killer being Area is a possibility.
 II. All Certain being Killer is a possibility.
 III. No Area being Killer is a possibility.
 Statements-
 (a) Some Area are Killer.
 (b) Some Area are not Killer.
 (c) All Certain are Killer.
 (d) Some Killer are Certain.
Q.67.  Conclusions-
 I. Some Bat not being Area is a possibility.
 II. All Certain being Area is a possibility.
 III. All Bat and Certain being Area is a possibility.
 Statements-
 (a) Some Area are Certain. (b) No Area is Bat.
 (c) Only Bat is Area. (d) Only Area are Bat.
Q.68.  Conclusions
 I. All Killer not being High is a possibility.
 II. Some Killer not being High is a possibility.
 III. All High being Area is a possibility.
 Statements-
 (a) No Area is Killer. (b) All Area is Killer.
 (c) Some Killer are High. (d) Some High are Area.
Q.69.  Conclusions
 I. Some Area not being Bat is a possibility.
 II. All Cream being Bat is a possibility.
 III. Some Cream being Area is a possibility.
 Statements-
 (a) No Area is Bat. 
 (b) Some Bat are Area.
 (c) Some Bat are Cream.
 (d) Some Cream are not Area.
Q.70.  Conclusions
 I.  Some Fish not being Green is a possibility.
 II.  All Green being Lion is a possibility.
 III.  No Fish is Lion.
 Statements-
 (a) No Lion is Fish. (b) Some Fish are Green.
 (c) Only Green is Lion. (d) Only Green is Fish.

Q.71-75. In a certain code language, some words have been 
coded. You have to carefully analyze these codes 
and answer the questions given below.

 “give mahendras speed test regularly” is written as 
“@Dw %Ir @Ev *Dw %Ir”.

 “analyze you result” is written as “%Gt @Cx @Fu”.
 “compare with toppers” is written as “%Gt *Dw @Gt”
 “watch videos and get select” is written as “*Ev 

%Fu *Cx *Cx @Fu”
Q.71.  Which of the following code is for “State”?
 (1) @Dw (2) @Ev  (3) *Ev
 (4) *Cx (5) * Fu
Q.72.  According to the above information, code “%Gt” is 

used for ______.
 (1) adorable (2) prename (3) relate 

(4) fulform (5) great
Q.73.  What will be the code for “talent pnb job”?
 (1) @Fu &Cx *Cx (2) @Fu *Cx *Cx
 (3) %Fu %Cx &Cx (4) %Gt*Dw %Cx 

 (5) *Hs &Lo %Lo
Q.74.  According to the coding, what will be the code for 

“Digital”?
 (1) %Gt (2) @Gh  (3) $Gt
 (4) &Hs (5) *By
Q.75.  What will be the code for “Norms”?
 (1) %Kp (2) @Lo  (3) $Ir 

(4) &Ev (5) *Ev
Q.76-80.Read the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
  Eight members Z, Y, X, W, V, U, T, and S are sitting 

around a circular table facing towards the centre but 
not necessarily in the same order. Each one of them is 
on a different post in an SSC CGL viz, Assistant Audit 
Officer, Inspector Examiner, Income Tax Inspector, 
Assistant, Assistant Enforcement Officer, Assistant 
Section Officer, Sub Inspectors and Divisional 
Accountant but not necessarily in the same order.

 Z and S are not an Assistant Enforcement Officer 
and Inspector Examiner.

 The Assistant Enforcement Officer is not an 
immediate neighbour of the Divisional Accountant. 

 The Assistant Enforcement Officer and the Inspector 
Examiner are immediate neighbours of each other. 

 The Assistant Audit Officer is an immediate 
neighbour of both the Assistant Section Officer and 
the Sub Inspectors. 

 The Sub Inspectors sits third to the right of Y. The 
Assistant Audit Officer sits second to the left of V. 
V is not an immediate neighbour of S. 
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 Y is not the Assistant Enforcement Officer. X sits 
immediately to the right of the Income Tax Inspector. 

 Z is not the Income Tax Inspector. U is not an 
immediate neighbour of Z. 

 T is not an immediate neighbour of the Assistant 
Audit Officer. Z sits third to the right of the 
Divisional Accountant. 

 Only two people sit between the Divisional 
Accountant and S.

Q.76.  Who amongst the following sits third to the left of 
V?

 (1) The Assistant Audit Officer 
 (2) T   
 (3) Z    
 (4) The Sub Inspectors  
 (5) Y
Q.77.  Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 

based on the given sitting arrangement and thus form 
a group. Which is the one that does not belong to 
the group?

 (1) U-Income Tax Inspector 
 (2) T- Assistant   
 (3) W- Assistant Audit Officer 
 (4) Z-Sub Inspectors  
 (5) Y - Inspector Examiner
Q.78.  Who amongst the following is on the Assistant post 

of SSC CGL?
 (1) Z  (2) X   (3) S 

(4) T  (5) W
Q.79.  Which of the following statement is true with respect 

to the given seating arrangement?
 (1) The Assistant Section Officer is an immediate 

neighbour of the Assistant Enforcement Officer.
 (2) T sits second to the right of W.
 (3) The Assistant Section Officer and the Inspector 

Examiner are immediate neighbours of each 
other.

 (4) The Income Tax Inspector sits immediately to 
the left of the Divisional Accountant.

 (5) The Assistant Section Officer sits second to the 
left of W.

Q.80. Which of the following posts does Y hold in the SSC 
CGL?

 (1) Income Tax Inspector
 (2) Assistant Audit Officer 
 (3) Inspector Examiner
 (4) Assistant Enforcement Officer 
 (5) Sub Inspectors 
Q.81-85. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.

 In a family, there are six members Zainab, Brijesh, 
Chitra, Rupali, Vishal and Feroz. Vishal is a male. 
Brijesh and Rupali are a married couple. Brijesh is 
the only son of Chitra, who is the sister of Zainab. 
Rupali is the sister of Feroz. Brijesh is the son-in-law 
of Vishal. 

Q.81.  How is Feroz related to Vishal?
 (1) Mother  (2) Sister-in-law 

 (3) Sister   (4) Mother-in-law  
(5) Cannot be determined

Q.82.  How is Rupali related to Chitra?
 (1) Sister-in-law  (2) Daughter-in-law 

(3) Cousin   (4) Aunt   
(5) Mother-in-law

Q.83.  Who is Vishal to Rupali?
 (1) Brother   (2) Brother-in-law  

(3) Father   (4) Son-in-law  
 (5) Son

Q.84.  If Feroz and Zainab are not a male and female 
respectively, then how many male members are 
there in the family?

 (1) One  (2) Two   (3) Three  
(4) Four  (5) Five

Q.85.  How is Brijesh related to Feroz?
 (1) Father-in-law  (2) Brother-in-law  

(3) Father   (4) Uncle  
 (5) Brother

Q.86-90.Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below.

  Nine persons U, L, O, J, K, A, X, Y and V are living 
in a building of nine floors from 1 to 9 in such a 
way that ground floor is numbered 1, the above 
floor is numbered 2 and so on. The top most floor 
is numbered 9. Each person lives only one floor but 
not necessarily in the same order.

  Each person has different bikes i.e. - Hero Glamour, 
Suzuki Intruder, Bajaj Dominar, Honda Activa 4G, 
Royal Enfield Classic, Bajaj Pulsar, Yamaha YZF, 
TVS Jupiter and TVS Apache but not necessarily in 
the same order. 

  A is staying on 6th floor and have Yamaha YZF bike. 
There is a gap of three persons between U and J. 

  Neither L nor V have Royal Enfield Classic and 
Honda Activa 4G bikes. Y is staying on the topmost 
floor and have TVS Jupiter bike. 

  Neither L nor O is staying on the 5th floor and both 
do not have Bajaj Dominar, Honda Activa 4G and 
Suzuki Intruder. 

  K is staying exactly middle of L and O. J is staying 
on the 1st floor and have Suzuki Intruder bike. O is 
not an immediate neighbour of U and does not have 
TVS Apache bike.
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 The one who has Hero Glamour bike, is not the 
neighbour of that person who have Bajaj Pulsar bike.

 X does not stay on 8th floor but have Hero Glamour 
bike. U have Royal Enfield Classic bike. 

Q.86.  Who is staying on 7th floor?
 (1) A     (2) L   (3) X      (4) J (5) O
Q.87.  How many persons are staying between X and L?
 (1) Three (2) Four  (3) Two 

(4) One (5) Other than these options
Q.88.  Who have TVS Apache bike?
 (1) K     (2) L (3) O      (4) A  (5) K or O 
Q.89.  If all persons are arranged in alphabetical order such 

as A lives on 1st floor then who would be on 5th 
floor and which bike they have?

 (1) O, Royal Enfield Classic
 (2) K, Bajaj Dominar  
 (3) J, Suzuki Intruder 
 (4) O, Yamaha YZF  
 (5) L, TVS Jupiter
Q.90.  Name the immediate neighbours of that person who 

have Honda Activa 4G bike?
 (1) J and L (2) A and L (3) U and O 

(4) L and O (5) X and U
Q.91-95.In the following questions, relationship between 

different elements is shown in the statement. These 
statements are followed by two conclusions I and 
II. Find which of the two conclusions I and II given 
below them is/are definitely true. Give answer-

 (1) If only conclusion I is true.
 (2) If only conclusion II is true.
 (3) If either conclusion I or II is true.
 (4) If neither conclusion I nor II is true.
 (5) If both conclusions I and II are true.
Q.91.  Statements:   K1 = V2, J3 > K1, E5 < J3
 Conclusions:  I. J3 < V2    

   II. V2 > E5
Q.92.  Statements:   Z1 > Y2, Y2 > X3, X3 < W4 
 Conclusion:  I. Z1 > X3   

   II. Z1= X3
Q.93.  Statements:   N4 < Z5, E6 > N4, H8 > E6 
 Conclusion:  I. Z5 < H8    

   II. H8 < Z5
Q.94.  Statements:   K1 < J2, I3 > B4, G6 > B4, J2 > I3 
 Conclusion:  I. J2 = K1    

   II. J2 > K1
Q.95.  Statements:   L6 < G7, C3 < L6, G7 > E0 
 Conclusion:  I. E0 = C3    

   II. C3 < G7 
Q.96-100. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:

  Six friends Annu, Babita, Charu, Divya, Eram and 
Feriya ordered for different items (Chhole bhature, 
Dahi vada, Dosa, Gulab jamun, Idli and Momo) as their 
lunch in a restaurant. They have a hanky of different 
colours, i.e. white, black, green, red, yellow and blue. 
Name of friends, order of items for the lunch and 
colours of hanky are not necessarily in the same order.

 All friends are seated around a circular table for 
lunch before ordered their items.

 The friends who have ordered for Chhole bhature, 
Dosa and Idli have neither white nor black hanky.

 The friends who have green and yellow hanky have 
ordered neither for Chhole bhature nor for Dosa.

 Annu has neither white hanky nor immediate to the 
left of the friend who has ordered for Gulab jamun.

 The only friend who is between Eram and Feriya 
eats Dahi vada. 

 The friend who is immediate to the left of the friend 
has white hanky, does not eat Momo.

 Divya has ordered Gulab jamun and the colour of 
her hanky is green. She is facing the friend who has 
ordered for Dahi vada.

 One who has ordered for Chhole bhature is seated 
opposite to the friend having blue hanky, while the 
friend whose hanky is of green colour is immediate 
to the left of that friend who has ordered for Idli.

 One who has ordered for Momo is immediate to the 
right of the friend has white hanky and is immediate 
to the left of the friend who has ordered for Dosa.

 Charu and Feriya do not ordered for Dosa and 
Chhole bhature, respectively.

Q.96.  Who among the following has white Hanky?
 (1) Annu (2) Babita (3) Charu 

(4) Eram  (5) Other than these options
Q.97.  According to circle, the only friend, who is exactly 

between Eram and Divya, is having Hanky of the 
colour---------

 (1) red (2) blue (3) black  
(4) yellow (5) Other than these options

Q.98.  Who among the following has ordered for Idli?
 (1) Annu (2) Babita (3) Charu 

(4) Eram (5) Other than these options
Q.99.  Which of the following is correctly matched of name, 

hanky’s colour and ordered item?
 (1) Annu - Yellow - Gulab jamun 
 (2) Babita - Red - Dosa
 (3) Eram - Red - Chhole bhature
 (4) Feriya - Black - Idli
 (5) Charu- White- Momo
Q.100.  The colour of the hanky of the friend, who has 

ordered for Momo, is--------
 (1) red (2) yellow (3) blue 

(4) black (5) Other than these options
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Q.1.(4) distinctive is the correct option.
Q.2.(2) Here we need singular noun not plural, the 

correct term will be as ‘a long term capital gains 
tax’ because this is the compound noun having 
indefinite article ‘a’. 

Q.3.(3) In passive voice the verb ‘married’ followed by ‘with’ 
when subject is female as in the sentence ‘she was 
married to Mr. Madhava Das….’ is wrong it should 
be ‘she was married with Mr. Madhava Das….’

 Note: no preposition is used after marry in active voice.
Q.4.(1) Pursued is the correct word.
Q.5.(2) especially is an appropriate word here.
Q.6.(4) The correct sequence is “BACEDF”.
 The passage is based on “Holi –The Festival of India”.
Q.7.(3) The correct sequence is “BACEDF”.
 The passage is based on “Holi –The Festival of India”.
Q.8.(5) The correct sequence is “BACEDF”.
 The passage is based on “Holi –The Festival of India”.
Q.9.(4) The correct sequence is “BACEDF”.
 The passage is based on “Holi –The Festival of India”.
Q.10.(1) The correct sequence is “BACEDF”.
 The passage is based on “Holi –The Festival of India”.
Q.11.(5) For other options:
 Innocuous(Adj)- harmless
 embodiment(N)-symbol
Q.12.(1) For other options:
 Epoch(N)-era
 plop(V)-fall with a plop
Q.13.(2) For other options:
 Concussion(N)- temporary unconsciousness
 Repercussion(N)-consequence

Q.14.(5) For other options:
 Petrification(N)- a state of such extreme fear that 

one is unable to move.
Q.15.(2) For other options:
 Epitome(N)-personification
 Entourage (N)-retinue
Q.16.(2) condone such activity, which
Q.17.(1) could be + v3 
Q.18.(5) migration and a stuttering economy
Q.19.(2) which many observers believe, observers are 

countable noun, so plural verb is used.
Q.20.(4) Both (B) and (C), because both follow the correct 

grammatical structure.
Q.21.(1) Answer lies at the last of the second paragraph of 

the passage.
Q.22.(3) Answer lies in the first paragraph of the passage.
Q.23.(2) Answer lies in the beginning of the second 

paragraph of the passage.
Q.24.(2) Answer lies in the mid of the second paragraph of 

the passage.
Q.25.(3) Answer lies in the last paragraph of the passage.
Q.26.(5) Sentence is fully correct.
Q.27.(1) ‘of win’ should be replaced with ‘of winning’ 

because gerund should be used after preposition, 
except to(largely it forms infinitive with some 
exceptions too.)

Q.28.(2) ‘new technology’ should be used in place of 
‘newly technology’.

Q.29.(4) ‘taking’ should be used in place of ‘takes’.
Q.30.(4) Replace ‘abstain in drawing electricity illegally’ 

with ‘abstain from drawing electricity illegally’.

 ExPLANATION/ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ExPLANATION/QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE 

Q.31.(2) 12 13 16 32 157 1453

+20 +31 +42 +53 +64

Q.32.(1) 
20 9 8 15 59 471

×0.5-1 ×1-1 ×2-1 ×4-1 ×8-1

Q.33.(4) 
16 26 44 72 112 166

+(3×6)+(2×5) +(4×7) +(5×8) +(6×9)

Q.34.(5) 
25 37 57 85 121 165

+(4×3) +(4×5) +(4×7) +(4×9) +(4×11)

Q.35.(4) 

 

74 299 555 844 1168 1529

+152 +162 +172 +182 +192

Q.36.(3) x = 1.8

 y = 2.5

 x <y

Q.37.(1) x = 22

 y = 21

 x > y
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Q.38.(4) x = 7, -5
 y = 12, 7
 x < y
Q.39.(5) x = 1.4, 2.6
 y = 1.5, 2
 No relationship can be established
Q.40.(3) x = 17.5, -17.5
 y = 18.1
 x < y
Q.41.(5) 77 + 89 - 24 + 27 = ?2

 ? = 169
 ? = 13

Q.42.(2) 
8

(20)
3

1 2
÷ of

3 5

 

1 64 1 3 1÷ = × =
3 3 3 64 64

 

Q.43.(4) 8836 + 4913 - 10648 = 
?

100
×400

 ? = 
3101

4
 = 775.25

Q.44.(3) ? = 
3705 918 3
342 225 78

× ×
× ×

 ? = 1.7
Q.45.(5) 369.6 - 203 = 166.6
Q.46.(3) 81(6+4-15) = ? - 512
 ? = 512 - 81×5 = 512 - 405
 ? = 107
Q.47.(2) 7(4×715+5×296) = 42×?

 ? = 
4340 2170 1

723
6 3 3

= =

Q.48.(3) 13(2×35+3×18-4×28)
  = 13(70+54-12)
  = 13(12)
 = 156

Q.49.(4) 
4
3

×366+36+10 = 3×?

 488 + 46 = 3×?

 ? = 
534

3
 = 178

Q.50.(2) ?%of 550 = 
7

3
 of 6741 - 1391

 ?% of 550 = 198

 ? = 
198
550

×100 = 36

Q.51.(3) MP = 
13200

88
× 100 = 15000

 CP = 
13200

120
×100 = 11000

 Required answer = 15000-11000=4000
Q.52.(2) 20% = 1/5 = 1 : 5
 It means he need to add 1 water for 5 milk
 5 = 48
 1 = 9.6

Q.53.(1) 2500 = 4000×12.5× t
100

 t = 5

 3600 =
8000× 5× r

100
 r = 9%
Q.54.(2) From MDH formula,

 
30 8 10 24 12

960 720

× × × ×
=

D

 D = 6.25 days
Q.55.(4) 2 3

1 1C × 3!× C = 36

Q.56.(2) 12×6 = 72

Q.57.(3) R = y 1 
− 

 

n
x
y

 27 = 48 
2

1
48

 − 
 

x

 
31

48 4
 − = 
 

x

 

x 1
48 4

=

 x = 12
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Q.58.(1) A completes 40% of work in 14 days

 A will complete total work = 35 days

 Now,  A : B : C = 4 : 2 : 1

 Required Answer = 35× 4 60
7 100

×  = 12 days

Q.59.(1) Capacity 150 litres
 1st Minute 8 litre filled (through inlet pipe)
 2nd minute 5 litre emptied (through outlet pipe) 

In 2 minutes (8 litres - 5 litres ) = 3 litres is filled
 It takes 2 minutes to fill 3 litre.
  2 × 48 minutes  = 3 × 48 litre
 96 minutes = 144 litre
 Total time = 96+ 6/8 = 96+3/4 = 96.75 minutes

Q.60.(2) Train halt time = 
80 60 20 1

80 80 4

−
= =  hr. 

 = 15 min

Q.61-65. Company Number of Number of Number of 
 worker in   worker in worker in 
 category A  category B category C

 P 60 240 120
 Q 120 200 240
 R 168 448 112
 S 84 294 210
 T 56 392 56
Q.61.(3) Total = 240 + 200 + 448 + 294 +392 = 1574
Q.62.(4) Required Sum = 120 + 240 + 168 + 112 = 640
Q.63.(4) Can not be determined
Q.64.(2) Required Ratio  = 112 : 56 = 2 : 1
Q.65.(1) The number of workers in category  B
 B = 240 + 200 + 448 + 294 + 392 = 1574
 Total numbr workers in category C
 = 120 + 240 + 112 + 210 + 56 = 738

 Required % =
1574 738

738

−
×100 = 

836

738
× 100

 ≈  113%

ExPLANATION/REASONING ABILITy 

Q.66.(5)  

Area Killer

Certain

x

Q.67.(2) 

Certain

Area

Bat

Q.68.(4) 

x
High Area

Killer

Q.69.(5) 

Bat Area Cream
x

Q.70.(2) 

x
Green Lion

Fish

Q.71-75. Symbols are used according to vowels in each 
word. For one vowel we have used * symbol. For 
two vowels we have used @ symbol and for three 
vowels we have used % symbol.

 Place value of capital letters (according to English 
alphabet) represents the total number of letters 
in each word. For example- Word “Give” has 4 
characters and in the English alphabet, the place 
value of D is 4.

 Small letters are used by opposite letter of the 
capital letter.

Q.71.(2) 
Q.72.(2) 
Q.73.(1) 
Q.74.(1) 
Q.75.(5)
Q.76-80.

Towards centre

Assistant Section 
Officer

Income Tax 
Inspector

Divisional 
Accountant

Inspector 
Examiner

Assitant Enforcement 
Officer

Assistant

Sub Inspectors

Assistant 
Audit Officer

(U)

(V)

(X)

(Y)

(T)

(Z)

(W)

(S)

Q.76.(4)
Q.77.(5) 
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Q.78.(1)  
Q.79.(4)  
Q.80.(3)
Q.81-85. 

Chitra
sister

Zainab Vishal

Only son

Brijesh Rupali
husband-wife

Feroz
sister

daughter
son-in-law

(-) (+)

(+) (-)

Q.81.(5) Because Feroz gender is not clear.
Q.82.(2) 
Q.83.(3) 
Q.84.(3) 
Q.85.(2)
Q.86-90.
 Floor  Person         Bikes

 9    Y TVS Jupiter
 8    V Bajaj Dominar
 7    X Hero Glamour
 6    A Yamaha YZF
 5    U Royal Enfield  

     Classic
 4    L TVS Apache
 3    K Honda Activa 4G
 2    O Bajaj Pulsar
 1    J Suzuki Intruder

Q.86.(3)  
Q.87.(3) 
Q.88.(2) 
Q.89.(1) 
Q.90.(4)
Q.91.(4) Statement:  E5 < J3 > K1 = V2
 Conclusions:  
 I. J3 < V2 (False)  
 II. V2 > E5 (False)

Q.92.(1) Statement:  
 Z1 > Y2 > X3 < W4 
 Conclusion:  
 I. Z1 > X3  (True) 
 II. Z1 = X3 (False)
Q.93.(3) Statement:  
 H8 > E6 > N4 < Z5
 Conclusion: 
 I. Z5 < H8  II. H8 < Z5
 Either I or II is true.
Q.94.(3) Statement: K1 < J2 > I3 > B4 < G6 
 Conclusion: 
 I. J2 = K1 II. J2 > K1
 Either I or II is true.
Q.95.(2) Statement:  C3 < L6 <G7 > E0 
 Conclusion:  
 I. E0 = C3 (False) 
 II. C3 < G7   (True)
Q.96-100.

 

Divya Babita

Feriya

CharuEram

Annu

Facing towards the centre

 Name Hanky’s colour Ordered item
 Divya Green Gulab jamun
 Babita Blue Dosa
 Feriya Black Momo
 Charu White Dahi vada
 Eram Red Chhola Bhatura
 Annu Yellow Idle

Q.96.(3)  
Q.97.(4) 
Q.98.(1)  
Q.99.(3)   
Q.100.(4)
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GENERAL INTELLIGENCE & REASONING
Q.1-6.  In the following question select the related Letter/ 

Word/ Number from the given alternatives:
Q.1.  Surgeon : Scalpel : : ? : ? 
 (A) Gardener : Saw  (B) Blacksmith : Forceps 
 (C) Sculptor : Spade (D) Mason : Plumb line 
Q.2.  BKPG : UEUK : : CMOG : ?
 (A) VGKT     (B) VGTK  (C) VHLK     (D) WGTP
Q.3.  256 : 425 : : 961 : ? 
 (A) 1217        (B) 1132         (C) 1025     (D) 1158
Q.4.  14 : 591 : : 17 : ? 
 (A) 742          (B) 848         (C) 880        (D) 882
Q.5.  SILENCE : ENLSCEI : : PROBLEM : ? 
 (A) MLOPEBR (B) MLOPRBE
 (C) MELBORP (D) MLORBEP
Q.6.  Sattriya : Assam : : Kalbelia : ?
 (A) Uttarakhand (B) Tamil Nadu 
 (C) Gujarat  (D) Rajasthan 
Q.7.  In a certain code PLATE is written as ZVGOM 

and BLEND is written as SVMRY, then how can 
DENTED be written in that code? 

 (A) YNRONY (B) YMMORY
 (C) YMROMY (D) XMROMX
Q.8.  In a certain code SOULFUL is written as 

KSCHPIL, then how can GATHERS be written 
in that code? 

 (A) RPBZOUD (B) RPBDOUZ
 (C) QKBDOUZ (D) RPBWLUZ
Q.9.  In a certain code FIND is written as 3375, then how 

can DATE be written in that code? 
 (A) 3578        (B) 3078         (C) 3045     (D) 3195
Q.10-11.From the given alternative words, select the word 

which cannot be formed using the letters of the 
given word:

Q.10.  CAPABILITIES
 (A) PALATE (B) PAIABLE
 (C) PLATE (D) PLIABLE
Q.11.  CARBONATE
 (A) CARBON (B) EARN
 (C) BOSE (D) BORN
Q.12.  From the given alternative words, select the word which 

can be formed using the letters of the given word:
 PROFESSIONALLY 
 (A) FAERIE (B) FABLE
 (C) FARELESS (D) FOSSIL 

Q.13-19.In the following questions, select the one which is 
different from the other three options:

Q.13.  (A) 47 - 58  (B) 49 - 62 
 (C) 63 - 72  (D) 97 - 114 
Q.14.  (A) Clouds - Rain  (B) Boiling - Evaporation 
 (C) Freezing - Cold  (D) Injury - Pain 
Q.15.  (A) 521          (B) 343         (C) 612        (D) 216
Q.16.  (A) MATE     (B) NOTE  (C) FEAR     (D) STAY
Q.17.  (A) AMG       (B) COI         (C) KWQ    (D) JVB
Q.18.  (A) Sea          (B) Waterfall   (C) Pond      (D) River 
Q.19-22. In each of the following questions, a series is given, 

with one term missing choose the correct alternative 
from the given one that will complete the series.

Q.19.  4, 5, 18, 81, 388, ?
 (A) 2065       (B) 2185       (C) 2458       (D) 1865
Q.20. DBG, EZJ, GVO, JPV, ?
 (A) NHE       (B)  NKE       (C)  OHE     (D) MGE
Q.21.  985, 760, 564, 395, 251, ? 
 (A) 156          (B) 164        (C) 130        (D) 145
Q.22.  2, 2, 6, 18, 52, ?
 (A) 145          (B) 169         (C) 135        (D) 155
Q.23-26. In the questions, select the missing number from 

the given responses: 
Q.23. 2 4 9
 3 6 2
 9 1 7
 33 10 ?
 (A) 525          (B) 565         (C) 526       (D) 547

Q.24. 

 (A) 1400        (B) 1200         (C) 1700      (D) 1500

Q.25.  12 17
10

15 19
19

18 14
?

 

 (A) 9            (B) 7              (C) 8        (D) 6

Q.26. 

5
?

11
 

 (A) 107          (B) 89         (C) 98        (D) 128
Q.27.  If 9+11-2 = 40 and 13+14-1 = 27, then 12+25-3 = ?
 (A) 111          (B) 100        (C) 99        (D) 105 
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Q.28-29. In each of following questions statements are 
given followed by conclusions I and II. You have to 
consider the two statements to be true, even if they 
seem to be at variance from commonly known facts. 
You are to decide which of the given conclusion 
can definitely be drawn from the given statements.

Q.28. Statements: All boys are girls.  
           Some boys are human.
 Conclusions : 
 I. Some girls are human. 
 II. Some boys are not human. 
 (A) Only conclusion I follows. 
 (B) Only conclusion II follows.
 (C) Both conclusions I and II follow. 
 (D) Neither conclusion I nor II follows. 
Q.29.  Statements: Some cat are rat.
            Some rat are dog.
 Conclusions : 
 I. No cat are dog.  II. Some rat are not cat. 
 (A) Only conclusion I follows. 
 (B) Only conclusion II follows. 
 (C) Both conclusions I and II follow. 
 (D) Neither conclusion I nor II follows. 
Q.30.  Select the figure which represents the relationship 

between Carrot, Food, Vegetables?

 
      (A)              (B)             (C)           (D)
Q.31.  Select the figure which represents the relationship 

between Pigeons, Birds, Dogs?

 
      (A)             (B)          (C)            (D)
Q.32-33.A word is represented by only one set of numbers 

as given in any one of the alternatives. The sets of 
numbers given in the alternatives are represented 
by two classes of alphabets as in the two matrices 
given below. The columns and rows of Matrix I 
are numbered from 0 to 4 and that of Matrix II are 
numbered from 5 to 9. A letter from these matrices 
can be represented first by its row and next by its 
column, e.g., 'A' can be represented by 00, 21, etc., 
and 'S' can be represented by 58, 98, etc. Similarly, 
you have to identify the set for the word given below:

           Matrix I                   Matrix II

 

0 1 2 3 4
0 A E F G L
1 H B I J K
2 M A C B C
3 D E F D L
4 H I J K E

5 6 7 8 9
5 N S R S T
6 Q O T U X
7 W X P U V
8 Y Z Y Q X
9 Z W R S R

Q.32.  What is the code of 'DONE' ?
 (A) 30, 66, 55, 34 (B) 33, 66, 55, 31
 (C) 33, 66, 59, 31 (D) 30, 76, 59, 34
Q.33. What is the code of 'TASKZ' ?
 (A) 59, 21, 98, 43, 87 (B) 59, 00, 56, 14, 95
 (C) 67, 21, 98, 15, 95 (D) 67, 00, 97, 43, 87
Q.34.  How many triangles are there in the following figure?

 
 (A) 18            (B) 17              (C) 14        (D) 16
Q.35.  How many straight lines are there in the following figure?

 
 (A) 20            (B) 17              (C) 18        (D) 19
Q.36. Which answer figure will be complete the pattern in 

the question figure?
 Question Figure

  

?

 Answer Figure

 
       (A)              (B)             (C)                (D)
Q.37. Which of the following figure can be made from the 

question-figure piece given in each of the questions? 
 Question Figure
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 Answer Figure

 
       (A)               (B)             (C)           (D)
Q.38.  From the given answer figures, select the one in 

which the question figure is hidden/embedded.
 Question Figure

 
 Answer Figure

 
     (A)              (B)             (C)           (D)
Q.39.  Which of the following figure is the correct mirror 

image of the given figure?
 INDULGENCE
 (A) ECNEGLUDNI  (B) DNIULGENCE
 (C)   (D) I

NDULGNC EE

Q.40. Which of the following figure is the correct water 
image of the given figure?

 

 
       (A)             (B)            (C)            (D)  

Q.41-42.Which one set of letter when sequentially placed at 
the gaps in the given letter series shall complete it? 

Q.41. abcdeb __ de __ cd __ fgdef __ h __ fgh__
 (A) cfegei (B) ccegei
 (C) cfegeh (D) cfddei
Q.42. sil__ nc __ sile __ cesi __ en __ e
 (A) eellc (B) esnlc
 (C) eenle (D) eenlc
Q.43. A man walks 6 km towards north. From there he 

walk 18 km towards South. Then he walks 18 km 
towards East. From there he turn to left and walks 
12 km. Finally he turn 900 anticlockwise and walks 

8 km. How far and in which direction is he with 
reference to his starting point?

 (A) 15 km. East  (B) 10 km. East 
 (C) 15 km. South  (D) 13 km. North  
Q.44. Below are three forms of a dice shown in this dice 

which number will be on the opposite side of the 
number (2) ? 

 

2

1
3

1

6
4

2

6
5

 (A) 1            (B) 6              (C) 4         (D) 5
Q.45. If × denotes +, ÷ denotes -, + denotes ÷ and - denotes 

×, then find the value of 56×24÷63+7-2×15 = ? 
 (A) 89            (B) 76          (C) 77         (D) 80 
Q.46. Arpita points out to a man, "His sister's sister is the 

mother of my son's brother's sister." What does that 
person related with Arpita? /

 (A) Father  (B) Brother-in-law 
 (C) Brother  (D) Sister 
Q.47. Arrange the following words according to the order 

given in the dictionary. 
 1. Resistive   2. Resister        3. Resistance  

4. Resistivity   5. Resistant 
 (A) 3, 4, 2, 1, 5  (B) 3, 1, 5, 4, 2
 (C) 5, 2, 1, 4, 3 (D) 3, 5, 2, 1, 4
Q.48. How many such pairs of letters are there in the word 

'COLLEAGUES' each of which has as many letters 
between them in the word as they have between them 
in the English alphabet? 

 (A) Six           (B) Four         (C) Three    (D) Five 
Q.49. In the given figure, circles represent student studying 

three different subjects A, B and C. How many 
students study subjects A? 

 

7 5

8

4
6 5

2

A B

C

 (A) 16            (B) 19          (C) 15         (D) 14 
Q.50. Six people are standing in row. D is third of F. F 

is second from A and B. C is second of D but not 
neighbour of B. Who is standing second to the left 
of C?

 (A) F   (B) E 
 (C) A  (D) Can not be determined
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
Q.51.  Which of the following tests is used for the 

diagnosis of ‘Colour-Blindness’?
 (A) Ishihara Test (B) Widal Test
 (C) ELISA test (D) Rorschach test
Q.52.  Consider the following Articles of the Constitution 

of India:
 1. Article 72 – Pardoning power of the president
 2.  Article 143 – Advisory Jurisdiction of Supreme  

  Court
 3.  Article 360 – Provisions relating to Financial  

  Emergency
 4. Articles (148-151) – Powers and functions of the 

Attorney General of India
 Which among the above Articles are paired 

correctly with their respective provisions?
 (A) 1 and 3 (B) 1, 2 and 3
 (C) 1, 2 and 4 (D) All of them
Q.53.  Conrad Sangma has been sworn-in as the 12th 

Chief Minister of Meghalay. He is MP from which 
Lok Sabha constituency?

 (A) Shillong (B) Tura
 (C) Mawlai (D) Nongkrem
Q.54.  What is the India’s rank in the world in terms of military 

power, as per Global Fire Power Index - 2017?
 (A) 8th     (B) 6th (C) 4th        (D) 5th
Q.55.  Which of the following tribes is associated with 

the "Tana Bhagat" movement? 
 (A) Oaron  (B) Munda
 (C) Santhal (D) Konda dora 
Q.56.  Bilateral monopoly refers to the market situation 

of_____   ?
 (A) two sellers, two buyers ,  
 (B) one seller and two buyers    
 (C) two sellers and one buyer    
 (D) one seller and one buyer    
Q.57.   Which of the following is an essential element of 

the state? 
 (A) Sovereignty (B) Government
 (C) Territory (D) All these 
Q.58.   Entomology is the study of :
 (A) Birds (B) Insects
 (C) Fossils (D) Fungi

Q.59.   Match List-I with List-II and select the correct 
answer using the code given below the Lists:- I  -II:

 List-I (Pass) List-II (State)
 A. Zoji La Pass  1. Sikkim
 B. Bara Lacha Pass  2. Uttarakhand
 C. Jelep La Pass  3. Himachal Pradesh
 D. Niti Pass 4. Jammu and Kashmir 
Q.60.  Which is the oldest High court of India?
 (A) Allahabad High Court  
 (B) Calcutta High Court  
 (C) Bombay High Court 
 (D) Madras High Court  
Q.61. The train service-’Thar Express’ between India 

and Pakistan, originates in India from ? 
 (A) Jaisalmer (B) Jodhpur
 (C) Bikaner (D) Barmer
Q.62.   Which continents does not pass through the arctic 

circle?
 (A)  North America  (B)  Europe
 (C)  Asia (D) Africa
Q.63. The motive behind Alauddin Khilji’s Chittor 

Campaign was :  
 (A) To capture Padmini     
 (B) To make a stronghold for further campaigns to 

Gujarat
 (C) To make it a capital  
 Which among the above hold most correct?
 (A) Only 1 (B) Only 1 & 2
 (C) Only 1 & 3  (D) All of them  
Q.64.   “Bagh-e Babur” where Babur is buried is located at?
 (A) Tashkent (B) Karachi
 (C) Lahore (D) Kabul
Q.65.   What is the maximum number of candidates which 

EVMs (Electronic Voting Machine) can cater to?       
(A) 32       (B) 64 (C) 78        (D) 100

Q.66.  The Second Schedule of Indian Constitution 
contains provisions for the salary of:

 (A) Speaker of Lok Sabha  
 (B) President
 (C) Governor
 (D) All of the above 
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Q.67.   The Vice-President of India is:-
 (A) Nominated by the President  
 (B) Elected by the members of Rajya Sabha     
 (C) Elected by the members of an electoral college 

consisting of members of both Houses of 
Parliament           

 (D) None of the above    
Q.68.   The number of judges can be altered in the Supreme 

Court by __: 
 (A) Presidential Order  
 (B) Parliament by Law   
 (C) Supreme Court by Notification   
 (D) Central Government by notification   
Q.69.  Which of the following is not a correct statement?
 (A) Sundarbans delta is home to the largest 

mangrove forest in the world          
 (B) India is world’s largest mica producer       
 (C) Easter Island is only land area that is antipodal 

to India            
 (D) India’s largest saltwater lake is located in Gujarat
Q.70.  How many states of India are connected to the 

eastern coast?
 (A) 3         (B) 4 (C) 5          (D) 9
Q.71.  Which of the following rivers was known as 

‘Parusni’ in ancient times?
 (A) Sutlej (B) Beas (C) Ravi     (D) Jhelum
Q.72.  Which region of the Earth’s surface is called 

doldrums?
 (A) Equatorial low pressure belt  
 (B) Sub-tropical high pressure belt
 (C) Between 10° to 23½° North and South Latitudes
 (D) Sub-polar low pressure belt    
Q.73.    Match List-I with List-II and select the correct 

answer using the code given below the List : - I, - II:
List-I (Instrument)- I  List – II(Used to measure) - 

II
 A. Udometer  1. Atmospheric  pressure
 B. Barometer 2. Rainfall
 C. Anemometer  3. Humidity
 D. Hygrometer 4. Wind speed  
 Code:
 (A) A - 2; B - 3; C - 1; D - 4
 (B) A - 2; B - 1; C - 4; D - 3

 (C) A - 4; B - 1; C - 3; D - 2
 (D) A - 4; B - 3; C - 1; D - 2
Q.74.  The new symbol of Indian currency is designed 

by___
 (A) D.Uday kumar   (B) Santosh Kumar 
 (C) Y. V. Reddy   (D) Dr. Rangarajan
Q.75.   Which curve shows the inverse relationship 

between unemployment and inflation rates?
 (A) Supply curve  (B) Indifference curve 
 (C) IS curve (D) Phillips curve
Q.76.  Which of the following is a vestigial organ in 

human body?
 (A) Wisdom teeth (B) Spleen
 (C) Thyroid (D) Gall bladder
Q.77. Which of the following sea has highest salinity?
 (A) Red Sea (B) Black Sea
 (C) Dead Sea (D) Arabian Sea
Q.78.  In Indus valley civilization, Dholavira is famous 

for which of the following?
 (A) Rock cut architecture
 (B) Sea port 
 (C) Water Conservation
 (D) Pottery
Q.79.  In how many ways Indian citizenship can be acquired?
 (A) Three (B) Four
 (C) Five (D) Six
Q.80.  What is the full form of GNI?
 (A) Gross National Interest
 (B) Gross National Income
 (C) Gross Net Interest
 (D) Gross Net Income
Q.81.  Which of the following pair is CORRECT?
 (A) 23.5° South – Tropic of Cancer
 (B) 23.5° South – Tropic of Capricorn
 (C) 23.5° North – Tropic of Capricorn
 (D) 66° North – Antarctic Circle
Q.82.  What is meant by 'defection'?
 (A) Changing party after winning election
 (B) Changing party before winning election
 (C) Changing party after losing election
 (D) Changing party before losing election
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Q.83. Which organization measures Gross Domestic 
Product in India? 

 (A) Reserve Bank of India
 (B) NITI Aayog
 (C) State Bank of India
 (D) Central Statistics Office
Q.84.  Who among the following was one of the 

discoverers of Indus Valley Civilization?
 (A) Lord Wooley (B) Daya Ram Sahni
 (C) V. S. Agarwal (D) A. L. Basham
Q.85.  Which among the following is a greenhouse gas?
 I. Methane II. Carbon dioxide
 III. Nitrogen dioxide
 (A) I and II (B) I and III
 (C) II and III (D) All options are correct.
Q.86.  Which of the following enzyme is essential for 

clotting of blood?
 (A) Amylase (B) Thrombin
 (C) Pepsin (D) Renin
Q.87.  Onion is an example of bulb, which is a modified 

______.
 (A) Stem (B) Root
 (C) Leaf (D) Flower
Q.88.  When was Delhi declared as the capital of India?
 (A) 1901 (B) 1911
 (C) 1913 (D) 1921
Q.89.  Match the following –
 Nature Substance
 1. Acidic                    a.    Distill Water
 2. Basic                     b.    Carbonated drink
 3. Neutral  c.     Soap
 (A) 1 – a, 2 – c, 3 – b 
 (B) 1 – b, 2 – c, 3 – a 
  (C) 1 – a, 2 – b, 3 – c 
 (D) 1 – c, 2 – a, 3 – b 
Q.90.  Money bill can be introduced first in which house 

of Parliament?
 (A) Only in Lok Sabha
 (B) Only in Rajya Sabha
 (C) Both in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
 (D) Either in Lok Sabha or in Rajya Sabha

Q.91.  Why was 'Tendulkar Committee' constituted?
 (A) To measure unemployment
 (B) To measure growth rate
 (C) To measure poverty
 (D) To measure agricultural produce
Q.92.  Magical charms and spells are given in which of 

the following Vedas?
 (A) Rig Veda (B) Sama Veda
 (C) Yajurveda Veda (D) Atharva Veda
Q.93.  In which country Cape Comorin is located?
 (A) India (B) Pakistan
 (C) South Africa (D) South America
Q.94.  In a magnifying glass ______ lens is used.
 (A) Convex (B) Concave
 (C) Plano concave (D) Plano convex
Q.95.  BIT is also known as _____.
 (A) Binary language (B) Binary digit
 (C) Binary Number (D) Gigabyte
Q.96.  National sport of Malaysia is _____.
 (A) Badminton (B) Hockey
 (C) Table Tennis (D) Chess
Q.97.  Lotus Temple is known for which religion?
 (A) Judaism (B) Buddhism
 (C) Bahai (D) Taoism
Q.98.  How much fund has the Union Government 

allocated for its new ‘Operation Green’ mission?
 (A) 1000 crore (B) 680 crore
 (C) 500 crore (D) 1300 crore
Q.99.  The Union government in its budget 2018 has 

proposed to launch a restructured mission with 
an outlay of Rs 1290 crore to promote which 
sector?

 (A) Handloom 
 (B) Bamboo
 (C) Traditional Craft 
 (D) Rural Development
Q.100. The Union government has proposed to extend the 

reach of Ujjwala Yojana to how many poor women 
in 2018-19?

 (A) 4 crore  (B) 10 crore
 (C) 8 crore (D) 6 crore
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QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE
Q.101. If 10 men or 20 women or 40 children can do a 

piece of work in 7 days, then 5 men, 5 women and 5 
children together can do half of the work in -

  (A) 6 days  (B) 4 days (C) 5 days  (D) 8 days 
Q.102. If p2 + q2 + r2 + 3 = 2(p – q + r), then the value of 

2p – q + r is:
  (A) 3 (B) 4  (C) 0  (D) 2
Q.103. Pipe P can fill a certain tank in 18 hours and pipe 

Q can fill the same tank in 15 hours. Q operated for 
10 hours and then turned off. In how many hours, P 
alone can fill the remaining tank?

  (A) 6 (B)  
15
2   (C) 5  (D) 8

Q.104. Maneesh can swim 3 km/hr. in still water. If the 
velocity of the stream is 2 km/hr., find the distance 
travelled by him in upstream and downstream, if the 
total time of travel is 12 hours.

  (A) 10 km. (B) 15 km.  (C) 20 km. (D) 30 km.

Q.105. If 
2

a 1
a 2a 1 3

=
− +

 , then the value of 3
3

1a
a

+  is:

  (A) 81 (B) 110  (C) 125  (D) 27
Q.106. If secq + tanq = 2 + 5  , then the value of sinq + cosq is

  (A) 3
5

  (B)  5   (C)  7
5

  (D)  
1
5

Q.107. A circular road runs around a circular ground. If the 
difference between the circumference of the outer 
circle and the inner circle is 198 metres, the width 

of the road is - (Take 22
7

π = ) 

  (A) 31.5 meters   (B) 21 meters 
  (C) 15.75 meters   (D) 63 meters 
Q.108. A contractor undertakes to do a certain work in 150 

days. He employs 200 men. He finds that only a 
quarter of the work is done in 50 days. The number 
of additional men that should be appointed so that the 
whole work will be finished in time is - 

  (A) 75 (B) 100 (C) 125  (D) 50
Q.109. A chord PQ of a circle C1 of radius  ( 3  + 1) cm 

touches a circle C2 which is concentric to C1. If the 
radius of C2 is ( 3  - 1) cm, the length of the chord PQ 

  (A) 42 3  cm.   (B) 8 3   cm. 

  (C) 44 3   cm.   (D) 4 3   cm. 

Q.110.  The value of cos1o cos2o cos 3o ……………… cos 
177o cos 178o cos 179o is-

  (A) 0 (B) 
1
2     (C) 1  (D) 

1
2   

Q.111.  Naimish, Anushika, Aastha and Shweta purchase 

an article worth Rs.330. Naimish pays 1
2

 of what 

others are paying, Anushika pays 
1
3

rd of what  others  

are paying and Aastha pays 1
4

th of what others 

are paying. What is the amount paid by Shweta?
  (A) Rs.88 (B) Rs.71.5  (C) Rs.77  (D) Rs.82.5
Q.112.  If the sides of the triangle are in the ratio 4: 5: 6 and 

the in-radius of the triangle is 6 cm, then the altitude 
of the triangle corresponding to the largest side as 
base is 

  (A) 15 cm.   (B) 12 cm.    (C) 20 cm.   (D) 16 cm.  
Q.113.  Prashant purchased an article with 30% discount on 

the labelled price. He sold it with 40% profit on the 
price he bought. What was his percent loss% on the 
labelled price?

  (A) 2% (B) 6%  (C) 4%  (D) 8%
Q.114.  A sum of money is sufficient to pay M's wages for 21 

days and N's wages for 28 days. The same money is 
sufficient to pay the wages of both for:

  (A) 112
4

 days   (B) 14 days 

  (C) 124
2

 days   (D) 12 days 

Q.115.  If p + q + r = 0 then the value of 

 p q q r r p p q r
r p q q r r p p q

   + + +
+ + + +      + + + 

 is-

  (A) 8 (B) – 3  (C) 9  (D) 0
Q.116.  The average of the marks of a group of students in 

an exam was 52. The brightest 20% of them secured 
an average score of 80 and the dullest 25% a mean 
score of 31. The mean marks (approx.) of remaining 
55% is 

  (A) 50 (B) 51.4  (C) 54.6  (D) 45
Q.117.  A man observed that he required 15 seconds less time 

to cross a circular ground along its diameter than to 
cover it once along the boundary. If his speed was 
30 m/minute, then the radius of the circular ground 
is  (Take: 22

7
π =  ) 

  (A) 5.5 m.   (B) 7.5 m.    (C) 10.5 m.   (D) 3.5 m.  
Q.118.  A man standing in one corner of a square football 

field observes that the angle subtended by a pole in 
the corner just diagonally opposite to this corner is 
60o. When he moves back 80 m. from the corner, 
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along the same straight line, he finds the angle to be 
30o. The length of the field, in m, is: 

  (A) 40 (B) 20 2   (C) 20  (D) 40 2  

Q.119.  If p, q, r are non-zero,  1p 1
q

+ =  and 
1q 1
r

+ =  , then 
the value of pqr is -

  (A) –1 (B) 3   (C) –3  (D) 1
Q.120. A person bought two articles for Rs.3200 and sold the 

first at a profit of 10% and the second at 20% profit. If 
he sold the first at 20% profit and the second at 10% 
profit, he would get Rs.5 more. The ratio of the cost 
price of the two articles was -

  (A) 63: 57 (B) 65: 63 (C) 53: 57  (D) 75: 63

Q.121.The average of eight numbers is 20. If the sum of the 
first two numbers is 31, the average of the next three 
numbers is 121

3
 and the seventh and eight numbers 

 exceed the sixth number by 4 and 7 respectively, then 
the eighth number is

  (A) 20 (B) 25.3  (C) 21.6  (D) 25
Q.122.If A + B + C = 180o then tanA + tanB + tanC is equal to -
  (A) 2 tanA tanB tanC (B) tanA tanB tanC
  (C) cotA cotB cotC  (D) - tanA tanB tanC
Q.123. A sphere of diameter 6 cm is dropped in a right 

circular cylindrical vessel partly filled with water. 
The diameter of the cylindrical vessel is 12 cm. If 
the sphere is just completely submerged in water, 
then the rise of water level in the cylindrical vessel is 

  (A) 2 cm.   (B) 3 cm.    (C) 1 cm.   (D) 4 cm.  
Q.124. If the compound interest on a certain sum for two 

years at 12% per annum is Rs.2544, the simple 
interest on it at the same rate for 2 years will be 

  (A) Rs. 2400   (B) Rs. 2500
  (C) Rs. 2480    (D) Rs. 2440
Q.125.  A cyclic quadrilateral ABCD is such that AB = BC, AD 

= DC, AC ⊥ BD, ÐCAD = q . Then the angle  ABC = ?
  (A) q  (B)  q / 2  (C) 2q  (D) 3q

Q.126.  If  3cot
2

q = then what is the value of
 

  
2 2

2 2

15sin 3cos
5sin 3cos

q − q
q + q

 .
  

 (A) 
33
32    (B) 

11
29     (C) 33

47
  (D) 11

32
 

Q.127.  What is the value of 
( ) ( ) ( )32 2

2 2

x y x y x y
x y xy

+ − − −

−  ?

  (A) 0 (B) 1   (C) -1  (D) 2

Q.128. If 3p 1 5q 1 7r 1 0
p q r
− − −

+ + =  , then what is the value of 

 1 1 1
p q r

+ +  ?

 (A) – 3 (B) 0   (C) 15  (D) 21
Q.129. If m2 - 2 10  m + 1 = 0, then what is the value of 

 2
2

1m
m

 −  
 ?

  (A) 8 10   (B) 12 10    (C) 6 10    (D) 10 10  
Q.130. What will be the amount on Rs.36000 at the rate of 

20% per annum compounded annually for 4 years?
  (A) Rs. 74649.6  (B) Rs. 72349.6
  (C) Rs. 70649.6  (D) Rs. 68849.6
Q.131. 411 + 412 + 413 + 414 + 415 is divisible by-
  (A) 17 (B) 337  (C) 347  (D) 267
Q.132. Two trains are moving in the same direction at speed 

of 108 km/h and 184 km/h, their lengths are 400 m 
and 360 m respectively. What is the time taken (in 
seconds) by faster train to cross the slower train?

  (A) 30 (B) 36  (C) 40.5  (D) 45
Q.133. In the following figure, O is the center of the circle 

and  ∠ ACB = 50o. What is the value (in degrees) of  
∠ AEB?

  
  (A) 100o (B) 75o  (C) 130o  (D) 150o

Q.134. Profit obtained on selling an article for Rs 310 is 
equal to the loss incurred on selling that article for Rs 
230. What will be the profit percentage when selling 
price is Rs 360?

  (A) 116
3

% (B) 216
3

%    (C) 
233
3

% (D) 
133
3

%

Q.135. In ΔABC, a line parallel to side BC cuts the side 
AB and AC at points D and E respectively and also 
point D divides AB in the ratio of 1 : 4. If area of 
ΔABC is 1700 cm2, then what is the area (in cm.2) 
of quadrilateral DECB?

  (A) 1632 (B) 425  (C) 1020  (D) 816
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Q.136. Three bottles of equal capacity are containing a 
mixture of milk and water in ratio 1: 3, 3: 5 and 11: 
5 respectively. These three bottles are emptied into 
a large bottle. What is the ratio of milk and water 
respectively in this large bottle?

  (A) 21: 16 (B) 9: 7  (C) 7: 9  (D) 27: 37
Q.137.  A man left 9 minutes early than the scheduled time 

and in order to reach the destination 378 km away 
in time, it has to slow its speed by 6 km/h from the 
usual. What is the usual speed (in km/hr.) of the 
man?

  (A) 56 (B) 63  (C) 94.5  (D) 126
Q.138. X has the amount of money 30% more than Y and 

25% less than Z. If amount of money with Y is Rs 
264, then what is the value of the amount of money 
(in Rs) of Z?

  (A) Rs.343.2   (B) Rs. 352
  (C) Rs. 413.6   (D) Rs. 457.6
Q.139. The difference of simple interest and compound 

interest on a certain amount of money at 18% rate 
of interest per annum in 3 years is 26015.58. Find 
the amount of simple interest on the same sum in 
6 years at a rate 3 % greater than the given rate of 
interest.

  (A) Rs. 318150  (B) Rs. 311850
  (C) Rs. 318510  (D) Rs. 315180
Q.140. Anjali is younger child in her family. There are six 

members in this family whose sum of ages is 235. The 
average of the ages of three brothers of Anjali is 28 years 
less than the average age of her mother and father which 
is 59 years. What is Anjali's age 12 years ago?

  (A) 24 years    (B) 12 years
  (C) 14 years    (D) 10 years
Q.141-145. The given pie-chart shows the distribution (in 

degrees) of mobile-phones sold of different models 
by a company in 2016-17.
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Q.141. If the number of mobile phones sold of model S8 is 
405, then how many more mobile phones of model 
S9 are sold than that of J7?

   (A) 810   (B) 162  (C) 243    (D) 135
Q.142. If number of mobile phones sold of model S8 is 

405, what is the ratio between the number of mobile 
phones sold of model J2 and S9?

   (A) 15 : 7    (B) 22 : 7   (C) 8 : 9     (D) 22 : 15
Q.143. If the number of mobile phones sold of model S8 

is 729, then what is the total number of mobile 
phones sold of all the models together by the 
company?

   (A) 2916    (B) 2081   (C) 16520    (D) 2141
Q.144. If number of mobile phones sold of model J2 is 220, 

then what will be the difference in the number of mobile 
phones sold of model J7 and A1.

   (A) 80    (B) 12   (C) 10    (D) 15
Q.145.  If 5% of the total number of mobile phones sold of 

model S9 is 75, then what is the average number of 
mobile phones sold of all the models?

   (A) 1500   (B) 1440 (C) 1680    (D) 1400
Q.146-150.The table given below shows the expenditure 

(in rupees) of six persons on different objects in six 
given months.

  Persons            Months
  Jan Feb March April May
 P  72  75  80  82  93
  Q  87  94  78  87  95
  R  68  79  55  91  72
  S  55  69  74  81  76
  T  74  88  83  93  87
 U  86  92  95  81  82
Q.146. What is the total expenditure (in rupees) by S in all 

the months? 
    (A) 343   (B) 355 (C) 338    (D) 362
Q.147.  What is the average of total expenditure (in rupees) 

by all six persons in the month of March?
   (A) 77.5   (B) 76.2   (C) 93    (D) 83.4
Q.148.  What is the average of expenditure (in rupees) by R 

in all the five months?
   (A) 71    (B) 75  (C) 76    (D) 73
Q.149. Average expenditure (in rupees) of Q is how much 

percent more than average expenditure (in rupees) 
of P.

   (A) 8.3   (B) 7.4   (C) 9.7    (D) 11.1
Q.150. What is the ratio between the average expenditure (in 

rupees) of U and average expenditure (in rupees) of 
T in all the five months.

   (A) 85 : 87       (B) 87 : 85 
 (C) 436 : 425   (D) 425 : 436 
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Q.151-155. In the following passage from question number 
151 to 155, some of the words have been left out. 
First read the passage over and try to understand 
what it is about. Then fill in the blanks with the 
help of the alternatives given.

 A man who was the three time world heavy 
weight boxing champion and he helped define 
his turbulent times as the most charismatic and 
(....151….) sports figure of the 20th century, died 
in a Phoenix-area hospital and he was 74.

 He was the most thrilling if not the heavyweight 
ever, carrying into the ring a physically lyrical, 
unorthodox boxing style that fused speed, 
(….152….) and power more seamlessly than that of 
any fighter before him. But he was more than the 
sum of his athletic gifts. An agile mind, a buoyant 
personality, a brash self-confidence and an evolving 
set of personal convictions fostered a magnetism that 
the ring alone could not (….153….). He entertained 
as much with his mouth as with his fists, narrating 
his life with a patter of inventive doggerel.

 He was (….154….) polarizing a superstar as the 
sports world has ever produced, admired and 
vilified in the 1960s and 70s for his religious, 
political and social stances. Moreover his refusal 
to be drafted during the Vietnam War, his rejection 
of racial (….155….) at the height of the civil 
rights movement, his conversion from his religion 
to other one and the changing of his slave name.

Q.151.  (A) peaceful  (B) agreeable
 (C) doubtful  (D) dynamic
Q.152.  (A) complex  (B) inability
 (C) fragile  (D) agility
Q.153.  (A) enclose  (B) contain
 (C) exclude  (D) consist
Q.154.  (A) hardly  (B) too
 (C) seldom (D) as
Q.155.  (A) adulteration  (B) fusion
 (C) integration  (D) mixture
Q.156-160. Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the given questions.
 Education is must for both men and women 

equally as both together make a healthy and 
educated society. It is an essential tool for getting 
bright future as well as plays a most important role 
in the development and progress of the country. 
Citizens of the country become responsible for 
the better future and development of the country. 
Highly educated people become the base of the 
developed country. So, proper education makes 
the bright future of both, the individual and the 
country. It is only educated leaders who build 
the nation and lead it to the height of success and 

progress. Education makes people as perfect and 
noble as possible.

 Good education gives many purposes to the 
life such as enhancement of the personal 
advancement, an increase in social status and 
health, economical progress, success to the nation, 
set goals of life and an awareness towards many 
social issues. Moreover, it gives solutions to solve 
environmental problems and other related issues. 
Nowadays, education has become very simple and 
easy because of the implementation of distance 
learning programmes. Modern education system 
is fully capable to remove the social issues of 
illiteracy and inequality among people of different 
races, religions and castes.

 Education develops the people’s minds to a great 
level and helps in removing all the differences in the 
society. It makes us able to become a good learner 
and understand every aspect of life. It provides 
ability to understand all the human rights, social 
rights, duties and responsibilities towards country.

Q.156.  How has education become very simple and easy 
in these days as per the given passage?

 (A) Because education gives solutions to solve 
environmental problems and other related 
issues.

 (B) Because education system is fully capable to 
remove the social issues of illiteracy 

 (C) Because of the implementation of distance 
learning programmes.

 (D) Because of the ability to understand all 
the human rights, social rights, duties and 
responsibilities towards country.

Q.157.  Which of the following is made men and women 
together with the help of education as per the 
given passage? 

 (A) Healthy society  (B) Educated society 
 (C) Both A&B (D) None of the above
Q.158.  Give the most inappropriate tittle to the passage.
 (A) The progess of a nation
 (B) Education and Health
 (C) Importance of education
 (D) Education- a nice gift to the society 
Q.159.  Which of the following issues can be removed by 

education as per the given passage?  
 (A) The social issues of illiteracy and inequality
 (B) The issues of global warming and deforestation
 (C) The issues of health and wealth 
 (D) The issues of unemployment 
Q.160.  Which of the following is TRUE as per the given 

passage? 

DCB Bank has introduced a remittance service named 'DCB Remit' to enable customers to send 
money online globally.
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 (A) Education doesn’t develop the people’s minds 
to a high level or helps in removing all the 
differences in the society.

 (B) Education makes us able to become a good 
speaker and understand every problem of life.

 (C) Good education gives many purposes to the life 
such as enhancement of the personal advancement 
and an increase in social status and health.

 (D) Good education gives many purposes to the 
life such as success to the world and awareness 
towards many social issues.

Q.161-165.  In the following question, find out which part 
of a sentence has an error and mark your answer. 
In case of no error mark your answer as (D).

Q.161.  The bad loan problem (A)/ of Indian banks (B)/
could have resolved easily. (C)/ No error (D)

Q.162. Data from the National Family Health Survey (A)/ 
on a wide range of topics (B)/ has been published 
recently. (C)/ No error (D)

Q.163.  Everybody knows her (A)/ that she is very good in 
poetry (B)/ therefore she often responds to query 
with couplets. (C)/ No error (D)

Q.164.  A survey to household possessions showed (A)/ 
that 96.1% of urban and 87.3% of rural households 
(B)/ had at least one mobile phone. (C) No error (D)

Q.165.  He is the man came from a downtrodden family 
(A)/ and exploits sections of society, (B)/ rose to 
the highest levels in politics. (C)/ No error (D)

Q.166-168.  In questions given below, a sentence has been 
given in Active/Passive form. Out of the four 
alternatives suggested, select the one which best 
expresses the same sentence in Passive/Active form.

Q.166.  Her students told her that there had been a dead 
body in the auditorium of the college.

 (A) She is told by her students that there has been 
a dead body in the auditorium of the college.

 (B) She was informed by her students that there 
had been a dead body in the auditorium of the 
college.

 (C) She was told by her students that there had been 
a dead body in the auditorium of the college.

 (D) She had been told by her students that there 
had been a dead body in the auditorium of the 
college.

Q.167.  The manager did not keep his executives abusing 
in the office.

 (A) His executives are not kept abusing in the 
office by the manager. 

 (B) His executives were kept abusing in the office 
by the manager. 

 (C) His executives had not kept abusing in the 
office by the manager. 

 (D) His executives were not kept abusing in the 
office by the manager. 

Q.168. Walnuts grow on the lower levels of the central 
plateau. 

 (A) Walnuts are grown on the lower levels of the 
central plateau by the people. 

 (B) The lower levels of the central plateau are 
grown by Walnuts.

 (C) Walnuts are grown on the lower levels of the 
central plateau. 

 (D) Walnuts were grown on the lower levels of 
the central plateau.

Q.169- 171.  In questions given below, a sentence has 
been given in Direct/Indirect form. Out of 
the four alternatives suggested, select the one 
which best expresses the same sentence in 
Indirect/Direct form.

Q.169.  Her parents said,” What can we do for you, our 
nice daughter as we have everything with the 
grace of God?

 (A) Her parents addressed her as a nice daughter 
and asked what they could do for her as they 
had everything with the grace of God.

 (B) Her parents told their nice daughter what they 
could do for her as they had everything with 
the grace of God.

 (C) Her parents asked their nice daughter what 
they can do for her as they had everything 
with the grace of God.

 (D) Her parents asked their nice daughter what 
they could do for her as they have everything 
with the grace of God.

Q.170.  Akbar said to William,” Please tell me how 
much knowledge and comprehension of English 
Language I have.”

 (A) Akbar told William to tell him how much 
knowledge and comprehension of English 
Language he had.

 (B) Akbar asked William to tell him how much 
knowledge and comprehension of English 
Language he had.

 (C) Akbar requested William to tell him how 
much knowledge and comprehension of 
English Language he had.

 (D) Akbar requested William to tell him how 
much knowledge and comprehension of 
English Language he has.

Q.171.  He said to his brother,” Let us join social 
networking sites for making friends and enjoying 
their company.” 

 (A) He suggested to his brother that we should 
join social networking sites for making 
friends and enjoying their company.

 (B) He proposed to his brother that they must join 
social networking sites for making friends 
and enjoying their company.

Germany's Chancellor Angela Merkel has been selected for the country's top position for the 
fourth consecutive time.
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 (C) He suggested to his brother that they should 

join social networking sites for making 
friends and enjoying their company.

 (D) He suggested his brother that we should join 
social networking sites for making friends 
and enjoying their company.

Q.172-176.  In the following questions sentences are given 
with blanks to be filled in with an appropriate 
word. Four alternatives are suggested for each 
question. Choose the correct alternative out of 
the four and mark your answer.

Q.172.  Man has been……….with the Ecosphere for 
a very long time and is forced to recognize that 
environmental resources are scarce.

 (A) tempering (B) aggravated  
 (C) covering (D) targeted 
Q.173.  The rich should be benign, patient and 

magnanimous with……….they have.
 (A) whenever (B) whatever
 (C) however (D) who
Q.174.  Children are the foundation of a society and 

insensitivity towards them is………..to the future 
of that country.

 (A) advantageous  (B) detrimental
 (C) consoling  (D) assisting 
Q.175. Unemployment, inflation, crowding, dwindling 

resources and pollution are all………the factors 
like increasing population, high standard of living 
and deforestation.

 (A) across (B) due to
 (C) with  (D) through 
Q.176. People should always take care and……..their 

personal and surrounding cleanliness to make 
their future bright and healthy.

 (A) dodge  (B) observe 
 (C) avoid  (D) circumvent 
Q.177-179.  In the questions given below, choose the 

word most similar in meaning to the given 
word and mark your answer.

Q.177.  ESCHEW
 (A) abandon  (B) embrace
 (C) hatred  (D) love 
Q.178.  ENVELOP
 (A) encase  (B) unloose 
 (C) disregard (D) wrapper
Q.179.  PREJUDICIAL 
 (A) impartial  (B) unbiased 
 (C) beneficial  (D) harmful 
Q.180-181. In the questions given below, choose the 

word most opposite in meaning to the given 
word and mark your answer.

Q.180.  ANTAGONIST
 (A) adversary  (B) pessimist  
 (C) protagonist  (D) foe
Q.181.  CHAUVINISTIC
 (A) humanitarian  (B) intolerant 
 (C) dogmatic (D) narrow 
Q.182-186.  In the questions below the first and the last 

sentences of the passage are numbered 182 and 
186. The rest of the passage is split into four 
parts and named P, Q, R and S. These four 
parts are not given in their proper order. Read 
the sentence and find out which of the four 
combinations is correct and mark your answer.

Q.182. 1. Healthy food at proper time is very necessary 
for the healthy body 

 (P) We should always remember that 
 (Q) Which is possible only through the well 

balanced diet.
 (R) With the help of our good health we can fight 

any bad situations in the life. 
 (S) It promotes the proper growth and development 

of our body which keeps us mentally, physically 
and socially healthy. 

 6. We need proper food, water, air, physical 
activity, sleep and rest on daily basis.

 (A) QSRP (B) RQSP
 (C) RPSQ (D) PRQS
Q.183.  1. One day, we were becalmed among a group of 

small islands
  (P) As soon as we were in want of fresh water 
  (Q) But, we were mistaken in thinking there were 

no natives
  (R) Most of which appeared to be uninhabited.
  (S) The captain sent the boat ashore to bring off a 

cask. 
 6. For scarcely had we drawn near to the shore.
 (A) RPQS (B) PRSQ
 (C) RPSQ (D) PRQS
Q.184.  1. Internet is the invention of modern and high 

technology science. 
 (P) We can connect more than one computer to 

each other using this internet 
 (Q) In order to easily access information from any 

connected computer from one place. 
 (R) From any corner of the world by anyone and 
 (S) It provides us amazing facility of searching 

any information 
 6. We can say it is a network of networks.
 (A) QPSR (B) RSQP
 (C) RSPQ (D) SRPQ

The Reserve Bank of India has approved the merger of Bharat Financial Inclusion Limited 
(BFIL) with the IndusInd Bank.
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Q.185.  1. The environment is impacted by humans. 
 (P) Some animals are used as pets for humans for 

enjoyment or protection.  
 (Q) The result can be beneficial or detrimental. 
 (R) When human needs impact the environment,
 (S) Humans use parts of other organisms for food 

and clothing. 
 6. Animals can be used for assistance when 

compensating for disabilities and to perform work 
or provide recreation.

 (A) QRSP (B) QRPS
 (C) RQSP (D) RQPS 
Q.186.  1. Cleanliness is not a job
 (P) A good health. 
 (Q) Which we have to do for earning money.
 (R) However, it is a very good habit. 
 (S) By which we can earn.
 6. And a healthy life.
 (A) SPRQ (B) QRSP
 (C) PSQR (D) RQPS
Q.187-189. In the following questions four alternatives 

are given for the idiom/phrase underlined in 
the sentence. Choose the alternative which best 
expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase and 
mark it as your answer.

Q.187.  A penny for your thoughts
 (A) An amount for the idea
 (B) Valuable thoughts 
 (C) A way of asking what someone is thinking 
 (D) A way of speaking to someone 
Q.188.  Steal someone's thunder
 (A) To take the thunder from someone 
 (B) To steal someone’s theory 
 (C) To take the credit for something that someone 

else did.
 (D) To steal someone’s thoughts
Q.189.  Last straw
 (A) The final result of something 
 (B) The last step taken by a thin man 
 (C) The final problem in a series of problems.
 (D) The last thing kept in an ascending order.
Q.190-192. In the following questions groups of four 

words are given. In each group, one word is 
correctly-spelt. Find the correctly-spelt word 
and mark your answer.

Q.190.  (A) Kindercarten (B) Kindergarten 
 (C) Kinderkarten (D) Kinderguarten
Q.191. (A) Monegrubber  (B) Moneygrabber 
 (C) Monegraybber  (D) Moneygrubber

Q.192. (A) Intermitent  (B) Intirmettent 
 (C) Intermittant  (D) Intermittent
Q.193-195. In the question given below out of the four 

alternatives, choose the one which can be 
substituted for the given sentence and mark it 
as your answer.

Q.193.  A change of the form of a thing or person into a 
completely different one. 

 (A) Metaphor (B) Metamorphosis
 (C) Misanthropist  (D) Mosaic
Q.194.  A person who makes people laugh. 
 (A) Jocular (B) Jockey
 (C) Infantry (D) Lunatic
Q.195.  A bridge for carrying a road or a railroad over a 

river or valley.
 (A) Viaduct (B) Quintessence
 (C) Veteran (D) Caddy
Q.196-200.  In questions given below, a part of the 

sentence is underlined. Below are given 
alternatives to the underlined part at (A), 
(B) and (C) which may improve the sentence. 
Choose the correct alternative. In case no 
improvement is needed your answer is (D).

Q.196.  Every parent should logically describe to and 
discuss with their kids about the benefits, purpose 
and necessity of the cleanliness

 (A) describe and discuss their kids
 (B) describe and discuss with their kids
 (C) describe and discuss to their kids
 (D) no improvement 
Q.197.  Many Sociologists have argued that there is a 

functional relationship between education and 
economic systems.

 (A) was been argued (B) has argued
 (C) was argued (D) no improvement 
Q.198.  The greatest enemy of mankind people have 

discover, is not science but war.
 (A) as people have discovered
 (B) such people has discovered
 (C) like people having discovered
 (D) no improvement
Q.199.  There is much too noise in the city in which he lives.
 (A)  too much to noise
 (B) much so noise
 (C) too much noise
 (D) no improvement
Q.200.  Mandela appointed him national volunteer-in-

chief of the Defence Campaign.
 (A)  appointed him as a national volunteer-in-chief
 (B) appoint him as a national volunteer-in-chief
 (C) appointed him like a national volunteer-in-chief
 (D) no improvement

President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the World Hindi Secretariat building in Mauritius.
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Actor Narendra Jha, known for his work in films like Raees, Haider and Kaabil, died. He was 55.

ExPLANATION/GENERAL INTELLIGENCE & REASONING 
Q.1.(D) The surgeon used scalpel same as Mason used 

Plumb line.
Q.2.(B) 

Q.3.(A) 256 = 2+5+6 = 132 = 169 (256+169 = 425)
 961 = 9+6+1 = 162 = 256 (961+256 = 1217)
Q.4.(D) 142 = 196 - 1 = 195 = 591
 172 = 289 - 1 = 288 = 882
Q.5.(A)  S  I  L E N C E =  E N L S C E  I          
 1  2  3 4  5  6 7      7  5  3 1 6 4 2
 P R O B L E M = M L O P E B R
    1  2 3  4 5  6  7     7   5 3  1 6  4 2
Q.6.(D) Sattriya is famous dance of Assam same as 

Kalbelia is famous dance of Rajasthan.
Q.7.(C) P L A T  E          B L E N D       D E  N T E  D
 Z V G O M       S V M R Y       Y M R O M Y
Q.8.(B)    

Q.9.(B) F  I  N  D  =   U  R  M W
 6 9 14 4      21 18 13 23
 6+9+14+4     21+18+13+23
 33             75 
 D A  T  E  =   W  Z  G  V 
 4 1 20  5      23 26  7 22
 4+1+20+5      23+26+7+22
 30              78 
Q.10.(D)  There is no letter 'L' twice in the key word. 
Q.11.(C) There is no letter 'S in the key word. 
Q.12.(D) FOCSSIL word is made using letters given is key 

word.
Q.13.(D) 47 = 4+7 = 11 + 47 = 58
 49 = 4+9 = 13 + 49 = 62
 63 = 6+3 = 9 + 63 = 72
 97 = 9+7 = 16+ 97 = 113 (114)

Q.14.(C) In each, first is the cause of second.
Q.15.(D)  53 = 125 = 512
 73 = 343 = 343
 63 = 216 = 612
 83 = 512 = 215 (216)
Q.16.(D) In each word number of consonants and vowel are 

equal.
Q.17.(D) 

Q.18.(C) Except C, all others are natural source of water.
Q.19.(A) 4 × 1 + 13 = 5
 5 × 2 + 23 = 18
 18 × 3 + 33 = 81
 81 × 4 + 43 = 388
 388 × 5 + 53 = 2065
Q.20.(A) 

D B G E Z J G V O J P V N H E
+1 -2 +3

+2 -4 +5

+3 -6 +7

+5 -8 +9

Q.21.(C) 

Q.22.(D) 2 × 0.5 + 12 = 2
 2 × 1 + 22 = 6
 6 × 1.5 + 32 = 18
 18 × 2 + 42 = 52
 52 × 2.5 + 52 = 155
Q.23.(B) 22 = 4 × 9 = 36 - 3 = 33
 42 = 16 × 1 = 16 - 6 = 10
 92 = 81 × 7 = 567 - 2 = 565
Q.24.(D) 23 × 9 × 5 = 8 × 9 × 5 = 360
 43 × 8 × 7 = 64 × 8 × 7 = 3584
 53 × 3 × 4 = 125 × 3 × 4 = 1500
Q.25.(B) 122 = 144, 172 = 289 (144+289 = 433) (4+3+3 = 10)
 152 = 225, 192 = 361 (225+361 = 586) (5+8+6 = 19)
 182 = 324, 142 = 196 (324+196 = 520) (5+2+0 = 7)
Q.26.(D) 5 × 5 = 25 + 1 = 26
 7 × 7 = 49 + 3 = 52
 9 × 9 = 81 + 5 = 86
 11 × 11 = 121 + 7 = 128 
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Q.27.(A)  9 × 2 = 18, 11 × 2 = 22 (18+22=40)
 13 × 1 = 13, 14 × 1 = 14 (13+14=27)
 12 × 3 = 36, 25 × 3 = 75 (36+75=111)
Q.28.(A) 

Boys
Human

Girls

Q.29.(A) 

Human Rat Dog

Q.30.(B)   Q.31.(D)
Q.32.(B)   Q.33.(B)
Q.34.(C)   Q.35.(D)
Q.36.(C)   Q.37.(B)
Q.38.(C)   Q.39.(D)
Q.40.(C)
Q.41.(A) abcde / b c  de f / cd e fg / def g h / e fgh i 
Q.42.(D) Sil e nc e / sile n ce / si l en c e

Q.43.(B) 

Q.44.(C)
Q.45.(C) 56×24÷63+7-2×15 = ? 
 56+24-63÷7×2+15
 56+24-9×2+15 
 56+24-18+15
 95-18 = 77
Q.46.(C)   Q.47.(D)
Q.48.(D) 

C O L L E A G U E S

Q.49.(B)
Q.50.(D) BEFCAD AEFCBD
 DACFEB DBCFEA

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and WHO have signed an agreement for enhanced 
cooperation in the health sector.
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Rajnath Singh has inaugurated Asia-Pacific Regional Conference of the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police, IACP in New Delhi.

ExPLANATION/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
Q.51.(A) AIDS, Hepatitis A and B are examined from 

ELISA test. Typhoid is examined from Widal 
Test. The Rorschach test is a psychological 
test in which to examine a person's personality 
characteristics and emotional functioning.

Q.52.(B)  Article (148-151) are relating to the powers and 
functions of the Comptroller and Auditor General 
of India.

Q.53.(B) Conrad Sangma, the President of National 
People’s Party (NPP) & currently a Member 
of Parliament (MP) from Tura Lok Sabha 
constituency, has been sworn-in as the 12th Chief 
Minister of Meghalaya. 

 Q.54.(C)  Out of 133 countries, India has been ranked the 
4th most powerful military power in the world, 
according to the Global Fire Power Index (GFPI) 
2017.The list is topped by US followed by Russia 
and China.

Q.55.(A) Tana Bhagats is a tribal community in Indian state 
of Jharkhand. They are related to the historical 
Tana Bhagat Movement (1914). Tana Bhagats 
were formed by Oaron saints Jatra Bhagat and 
Turia Bhagat.

Q.56.(D) A bilateral monopoly is a market structure 
consisting of both a monopoly (a single seller) 
and a monopsony (a single buyer)

 Q.57.(D)  Sovereignty,Government & Territory is an 
essential element of the state.

Q.58.(B) Entomology is the study of Insects. 
Q.59.(C)
Q.60.(B) "The Calcutta High Court is the oldest High 

Court in India. It was established on 1st July, 
1862 under the High Court's Act, 1861. It has 
jurisdiction over the state of West Bengal and 
the Union Territory of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. The High Court building was designed 
by Mr. Walter Granville

Q.61.(D) Thar Express is an international passenger train 
operated weekly by Pakistan Railways between 
Karachi and Khokhrapar.The trip takes approximately 
7 hours, 5 minutes to cover a published distance 
of 381 kilometres (237 mi), six kilometers apart, 
Munabao railway station is located on the Indian side 
of the border in Barmer district of Rajasthan

Q.62.(D) Three continents does the Arctic Circle pass 
through North America, Europe and Asia. 

Q.63.(B) Allahuddin Khilji had attacked Chittaur (ruler 
Rana Ratan Singh) in 1303 AD. Its main reasons 
were: To capture Padmini , build the fort for the 
campaigns of Gujarat, afterthat he changed the 
name of Chittod to his son's name  khijra bad 

 Q.64.(D)   He was first buried in a Mausoleum in the capital 
city of Agra.Later shifted kabul as his wish

Q.65.(B)  EVMs can cater to a maximum of 64 candidates. 
There is provision for 16 candidates in a Balloting 
Unit

Q.66.(D)  Second schedule lists the emoluments for holders 
of constitutional offices such as salaries of 
President, Vice President, Ministers, Judges and 
Comptroller and Auditor-General of India etc.

Q.67.(C) Elected by the members of an electoral college 
consisting of members of both Houses of 
Parliament. 

Q.68.(B)  The parliament of India has power to make laws, 
organizing jurisdiction and powers of supreme 
court. The number of judges can be increased or 
decreased by the parliament by legislation. 

Q.69.(D) India's largest salt water lake is Chilka Lake, 
which is in Odisha,and is the largest inland salt 
water lake of Sambhar Lake, in Rajasthan

Q.70.(B) The boundaries of 9 states of India are from the 
coastline __(East coast - West Bengal, Odisha, 
Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu and West coast - 
Kerala, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra, and Gujarat)

Q.71.(C) In ancient times, Satluj was called Shatudri, Ravi 
to Parushani, Beas was Bipasha and Jhelum was 
called Vitasta

Q.72.(A) The doldrums is affected by a low-pressure belt 
around the equator where the prevailing winds 
are calm. They roughly lie between latitudes 5° 
north and south.

Q.73.(B)
Q.74.(A) The Indian Rupee  new symbol  is designed  by 

Bombay IIT post-graduate D Udaya Kumar. It 
was presented to the public by the Government of 
India on 15 July 2010.The design is based on the 
Devanagari letter "j" with a double horizontal line at 
the top. It also resembles the Latin capital letter "R"

Q.75.(D) The Phillips curve is an economic concept 
developed by A. W. Phillips showing that 
inflation and unemployment have a stable and 
inverse relationship.

Q.76.(A) Vestigial organs are organs of the body which are 
smaller and simpler than those in related species. 
They have lost, or almost lost their original 
function.the vestigial organ in human body are 
the Appendix,the tailbone, Erector Pili and Body 
Hair, and Wisdom Teeth.

Q.77.(C) The Dead Sea  is a salt lake bordered by Jordan 
to the east and Israel and Palestine to the west. 
The Dead Sea is 304 m  deep, the deepest 
hypersaline lake in the world. it is 9.6 times as 
salty as the ocean and one of the world's saltiest 
bodies of water. This salinity makes for a harsh 
environment in which plants and animals cannot 
flourish, hence its name dead sea.
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Q.78.(C) In Indus valley civilization, Dholavira is famous 
for Water Conservation. Excavation was initiated 
in 1989 by the Archaeological Survey of India 
under the direction of R. S. Bisht, and there 
were 13 field excavations between 1990 and 
2005. One of the unique features of Dholavira 
is the sophisticated water conservation system 
of channels and reservoirs, the earliest found 
anywhere in the world,built completely of stone.

Q.79.(C) Indian citizenship can be acquired by birth, 
descent, registration and naturalization. The 
conditions and procedure for acquisition of Indian 
citizenship as per the provision of the Citizenship 
Act, 1955.

Q.80.(B) Gross National Income
Q.81.(B) Tropic of Cancer is located at 23.5° north. Tropic 

of Capricorn is located at 23.5° south. Antarctic 
Circle is located at 66° south.

Q.82.(A) Defection is an act of changing party allegiance 
from the party on which a person got elected (to 
a Legislative body) to a different party. Earlier 
it has been an important cause for the formation 
as well as fall of government. MLAs and MPs 
were indulging in defection in order to become 
ministers or for cash rewards. Later on the 
Constitution was amended and defection has 
been banned by passing ‘Anti Defection Law’.

Q.83.(D)  Central Statistics Office 
Q.84.(B) Rai Bahadur Daya Ram Sahni  was an Indian 

archaeologist who supervised the excavation of 
the Indus valley site at Harappa in 1921-22. 

Q.85.(A) The primary greenhouse gases in Earth's atmosphere 
are water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous 
oxide, ozone and Chlorofluorocarbons.

Q.86.(B) Pepsin renin and amylase are the digestive 
enzyme. And thrombin is essential for blood 
clotting. 

Q.87.(A) Onion is an example of bulb, which is a modified 
Stem.

Q.88.(B) In 1911 during the Delhi Durbar, George V, then 
Emperor of India, along with Queen Mary, his 
Consort, made the announcement that the capital 
was to be shifted from Calcutta to Delhi.

Q.89.(B) pH stands for power of hydrogen, which is a 
measurement of the hydrogen ion concentration 
in the body. The total pH scale ranges from 1 to 
14, with 7 considered to be neutral. A pH less 
than 7 is said to be acidic and solutions with a 
pH greater than 7 are basic or alkaline.the pH of 
water is 7. 

 Cold process soap is naturally alkaline with a pH 
of around 9-10. This pH helps to gently clean the 
skin. Carbonated water is water into which carbon 
dioxide gas under pressure has been dissolved. 
The acid gives carbonated water a slightly tart 
flavor (this is partly due to the carbonic acid). 

Q.90.(A) Money Bills can be introduced only in Lok 
Sabha (the directly elected 'people's house' of 
the Indian Parliament). Money bills passed by 
the Lok Sabha are sent to the Rajya Sabha (the 
upper house of parliament, elected by the state 
and territorial legislatures or appointed by the 
president).

Q.91.(C) Under the chairmanship of Prof. Suresh D. 
Tendulkar constituted by the Planning Commission 
(Currently NITI aayog) in 2005 to review the 
methodology of estimation of poverty has submitted 
its recommendations in December 2009. 

Q.92.(D) Magical charms and spells are given in atharva 
veda. Collection of hymns in Rigveda. Collection 
of songs in Samveda.  collection of sacrificial 
formulae in Yajurveda.

Q.93.(A) Cape Comorin is located in Indian state of Tamil 
Nadu. During the regime of British, They used 
the term Cape to mention the identical land mark 
of comorin to their traders and sailors, Cape 
Comorin  is located in district of Kanyakumari.

Q.94.(A) A magnifying glass is made by  a convex lens 
that is used to produce a magnified image of an 
object. The lens is usually mounted in a frame 
with a handle.

Q.95.(B) The bit is a basic unit of information used in 
computing and digital communications. A binary 
digit can have only one of two values, and 
may be physically represented with a two-state 
device. These state values are most commonly 
represented as either a 0 or 1. 

Q.96.(A) National sport of Malaysia is Badminton.
Q.97.(C) The Lotus Temple, located in Delhi, India, is a 

Bahai House of Worship. its flowerlike shape. 
The Bahai Faith  is a religion teaching the 
essential worth of all religions, and the unity and 
equality of all people.Established by Bahaullah 
in 1863, it initially grew in Iran (Persia) and other 
parts of the Middle East region.

Q.98.(C) The Union government plans to launch 
‘Operation Green’ with a corpus of Rs 500 crore. 
It will promote Farmer Producers Organizations 
(FPOs), agri-logistics, processing facilities and 
professional management.

Q.99.(B) The Union Government in its Budget 2018 
has proposed to launch a restructured bamboo 
mission with a fund of Rs 1290 crore to promote 
bamboo sector in a holistic manner.

Q.100.(C) The Lower and Middle Class have been the focus 
of the NDA Government during the last three 
years. The government had launched Ujjwala 
Yojana earlier to make poor women free from the 
smoke of wood. Though initially, their target was 
to provide free LPG connections to about 5 crore 
poor women, the government has now proposed 
to increase the target to 8 crore poor women.

According to the World Bank, the India’s GDP growth will be at 7.3% for the next financial 
year 2018-19 and accelerate further to 7.5% in 2019-20.
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ExPLANATION/QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE 

Q.101.(D) 1 M = 2 W = 4 C
        5 M + 5 W + 5 C

 = 5 M + 
5
2  M + 

5 20 10 5 35M M M
4 4 4

+ +
= =

         According to the question 

         20 × 7 = 35
4

× D × 2

         D = 8 days 
Q.102.(B) p2 + q2 + r2 + 3 = 2p – 2q + 2r
         p2 + q2 + r2 + 3 – 2p + 2q – 2r = 0
         p2 – 2p + 1 + q2 + 2q + 1 + r2 – 2r + 1 = 0
         (p – 1)2 +(q + 1)2 +(r – 1)2 = 0
         (p – 1)2 = 0,(q + 1)2 = 0,(r – 1)2 = 0
         p = 1, q = - 1, r = 1
         2p – q + r = 2 + 1 + 1 = 4
Q.103.(A) P …………… 18     (5 parts of tank per hour)
                             (L.C.M. of 18 and 15 = 90)
         Q …………… 15 (6 parts of tank per hour)
         According to question, 
        D × 5 + 6 × 10 = 90
         D × 5 = 90 – 60 = 30
         D = 6 hours
Q.104.(A) Speed upstream = (3 + 2) km/hr. 
        Speed downstream = (3 – 2) km/hr. 
       According to the question, 

 

( ) ( )
d d 12

3 2 3 2
d d 12
5 1
d 5d 12

5

+ =
+ −

+ =

+
=

 
       d = 10 km.

Q.105.(B) 2

a 1
a 2a 1 3

=
− +

         On dividing by 'a' in the numerator and 
denominator, we get

         

1 1
1 3a 2
a

=
− +

 
1a 2 3
a

+ − =

 
1a 5
a

+ =

        Taking cube on both the sides, we get

 

3
3

3

1 1 1a a 3 a
a a a

   + = + − +       
               = 125 – 3 × 5 =125 – 15 = 110 
Q.106.(A)  secq + tanq = 5 2+  …(I)
         secq - tanq =  5 2−  …(II)
        On solving (I) and (II), we get
        secq = 5  
        tanq = 2

    It means, cosq = 1
5

, sinq = 1 22
5 5

× =   

        sinq + cosq =  
1 2 3
5 5 5

+ =

Q.107.(A) 

                  
  According to the question,

  ( )22 198 72 R r
7 22 2

×
× − =

×
 = 198

 
( ) 198 7R r

22 2
×

− =
×

  R – r = 31.5 meters
Q.108.(B) According to the question,

             

50 200 100 M
1 3
4 4

× ×
=

 
             M = 300
             Extra men should be employed = 300 – 200 = 10

0                                        
Q.109.(C)     

India has been ranked at 78th in the list 114 countries on the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) 
energy transition index. Sweden has topped this list.



CPO SI PRE

MICA  MAY 2018110

             OC = , 3 1−  OA = 3 1+

 AC =  ( ) ( )2 2

4

4 4

3 1 3 1

2 3

AB 2 2 3 4 3

+ − −

=

= × =

  = 42 3  cm

 AB = 2× 42 3  = 44 3

Q.110.(A) cos1o cos2o cos 3o ……………… cos 177o cos 
178o cos 179o

 = cos1o cos2o cos 3o ………cos90o……… cos 177o 
cos 178o cos 179o

 = 0

Q.111.(B) Naimish's contribution = 
( )

1330 110
1 2

× =
+

 Rs.110

  Anushika's contribution =
( )

1330 82.5
1 3

× =
+

 Rs. 82.5

           Aastha's contribution = 
( )

1330 66
1 4

× =
+

 Rs.66

 Shweta's contribution = 330 – (110+82.5+66)

          = Rs. 71.5

Q.112.(A) Let the three sides of the triangle be 4x, 5x and 6x 
respectively.

        Area of the triangle 

 = 
15x 15x 15x 15x4x 5x 6x

2 2 2 2
     − − −     

 

 
215x 7x 5x 3x 15 7x

2 2 2 2 4
     = =     

       In radius of the triangle = 
215 7x 74 x15 2x

2

=

 

  
76 x

2
=

 
12x

7
=

 Largest side = 
12 726

7 7
× =

 We know that

  

21 72 14 12h 7
2 47 7

 × × = ×  

 h = 15 cm. 
Q.113.(A) Let the marked price be Rs.100
        Cost price  = Rs.70
        Selling price = Rs. 98

        Loss = 
100 98 100 2%

100
−

× =        

Q.114.(D) Required number of days 

 =  
1 84 84 121 1 4 3 7

28 21

= = =
++

days 

Q.115.(C)  p q q r r p p q r
r p q q r r p p q

   + + +
+ + + +   + + +      

 =
p q q r r p1 1 1 3

r p q
 + + +

+ + + + + −  

 
p q r1 1 1 3

q r r p p q
 

+ + + + + − + + +    

 =
p q r q r p r p q p q r q r p p q r3 3

r p q q r r p p q
   + + + + + + + + + + + +

+ + − + + −      + + + 

 =(- 3) ×(- 3) = 9
Q.116.(B) We know that,

        52 =  
20 80 25 31 55 x

100
× + × + ×

 

 5200 = 1600 + 775 + 55x
 2825 = 55 x
        x = 51.36 = 51.4 (approx.)

Q.117.(D) 2 r 2r 15
30 30 60
π

− =

 

2r 22 15– 1
30 7 60

  = 

 

152r 15
7

× =
 

 r = 
7
2

 = 3.5 m.
Q.118.(B) 

 

A

B
C

D60o
30o

80

 In triangle ABD, 

 
o ABtan 30

BC 80
=

+

 ( )1AB BC 80
3

= +  ----------- (i)

 In triangle ABC,

 

ABtan 60
BC

=o

Bengaluru has been named as the 5th cheapest city in the world in Economist Intelligence Unit's 
2018 Cost of Living Index.
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 AB BC 3=  ---------- (ii)
 From (i) and (ii),
 BC = 40

 Side of the square = 
40 20 2

2
=

Q.119.(A) 1p 1
q

+ =  

 pq+1=q -------- (i)

 
1q 1
r

+ =

 (pq + 1) r + 1 = r

 pqr + r + 1= r

 pqr = –1

Q.120.(B) Let the cost price of both the articles be Rs. x and 
Rs. y respectively.

        According to the question,
        x + y = 3200 …(I)

 

120 110 110 120x y x y 5
100 100 100 100

   + − + =      

        x – y = 50 …(II)
        On solving(I) and(II), we get
       x = 1625, y = 1575
 Required ratio = 1625: 1575 = 65: 63   
Q.121.(D) Eighth number + Seventh number + Sixth number  

= 8 × 20 – 31 – 64
        x + 4 + x + 7 + x = 65
        3x = 54
        x = 18
        Eighth number = 18 + 7 = 25
Q.122.(B) A + B + C = 180o

              Now, tan(A + B) = tan(180o – C)

                 = 
tan A tan B

1 tan A tan B
+

−  = – tan C

                 tanA + tanB = – tan C + tanA tanB tanC
                 tanA + tanB + tan C = tanA tanB tanC
Q.123.(C) According to the question ,

          

2 34R h r
3
436 h 27
3

h 1

π = π

× = ×

=

Q.124.(A) 
2122544 P 1 1

100
  = + −      

  

2

2

122544 P 1 1
100

282544 P 1
25

2544 625P
159

  = + −     
  = −     
×

=
 

         P = 10000

 Required S.I. = 10000 12 2
100

× ×  = 2400
Q.125.(C) 

 

D C

BA

q

 ∠ CBD = ∠ CAD = q (Angles in the same 
segment)

 ∠ CAD = ∠ ACD = q (AD = CD given)
 ∠ ABD = ∠ ACD = q (Angles in the same 

segment) 
 ∠ ABC = ∠ ABD + ∠ CBD
             = q + q = 2q

Q.126.(C)  3cot
2

q =  then 
2tan
3

q =   
        

 Now,  
2 2

2 2

15sin 3cos
5sin 3cos

q − q
q + q

 = 

2 2

2 2

2 2

2 2

sin cos15 3
cos cos
sin cos5 3
cos cos

q q
−

q q
q q

+
q q

 

 =
2

2

15 tan 3
5 tan 3

q −
q +

 = 
415 3
9
45 3
9

× −

× +
 = 33

47

 

Q.127.(D) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )32 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 2 2

2 2 2 2

x y x y x y x x y y y x x y 3x y 3xy
x y xy x y xy

+ − − − − − + − − − +
=

− −

 

3 2 3 2 3 3 2 2

2 2

2 2

2 2

x x y y y x x y 3x y 3xy
x y xy

2x y 2xy
x y xy

− − + + + + −
=

−

−
=

−

 = 2

Q.128.(C) 3p 1 5q 1 7r 1 0
p q r
− − −

+ + =

According to Fitch rating agency, India's growth rate will be 7.3 percent in the next financial 
year and 7.5 percent in 2019-20.
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3p 1 5q 1 7r 1 0
p p q q r r

− + − + − =

 

1 1 13 5 7 0
p q r

− + + − =

 1 1 1
p q r

+ +  = 15

Q.129.(B) m2 - 2 10  m + 1 = 0
             On dividing above equation by m, we get 

        m - 2 10  + 1/m = 0
        We know that 

         
1m 2 10
m

+ =

 

2 21 1m m 4
m m

   + − − =      

 
( )

2
2 12 10 m 4

m
 − − =  

 

21m 4
m

 − =  

 

21m 40 4 36
m

 − = − =  

 
1m 36 6
m

− = =

 
2

2

1m 6 2 10 12 10
m

− = × =

Q.130.(A) Amount after 4 years 

 = 
42036000 1

100
 × +     = 

4636000
5

 ×   

 = 6 6 6 636000
5 5 5 5

× × × ×

 = Rs. 74649.6 
Q.131.(B)  411+412+413+414+415 = 411(1+4+16+64+256)
  = 411(337)                                              
         So, 411+412+413+414+415 is divisible by 337.
Q.132.(B) Required time 

 =  ( )
( )
400 360 18
184 108 5

+ ×
− ×

= 36 seconds

Q.133.(C) It is given that, 
         ∠ ACB = ∠ ADB = 50o(Angles in the same 

segment)
           ∠ AOB = 2 × 50o = 100o

             Reflex ∠ AOB = 360o – 100o = 260o

              ∠ AEB = 1/2 × 260o = 130o

Q.134.(D) Cost price of the article = 
310 230

2
+

 = Rs. 270

        Profit% = 
360 270 1100 33 %

270 3
−

× =

Q.135.(A) 

  

 

( )
( )

2

2

xarea of ADE 1
area of ABC 25x 4x

∆
= =

∆ +

 25 = 1700
 1 = 68
 Area of quadrilateral = 68 × 24 = 1632 cm.2

Q.136.(C) Required ratio of milk and water 

 = 

1 3 11 3 5 5:
4 8 16 4 8 16

   + + + +         

 = 
4 6 11 12 10 5:

16 16
+ + + +   

      

                = 21: 27 = 7: 9
Q.137.(D) Let his usual speed be x km/hr.
        According to the question,

         
378 378 9
x 6 x 60

− =
−

        3x2 – 18x – 7560 = 0  
        x2 – 6x – 2520 = 0
        x2 – 126x + 120x – 2520 = 0
        x = 126, – 120
 Usual speed = 126 km/hr.
Q.138.(D) X              Y             Z

                 
3x
4   

15x
26          x(Let)

      According to the question,

     15x
26

  = 264

      x = Rs. 457.6

Q.139.(A) P = 26015.58 × 
2100 100

18 300 18
   
      +

 

            = Rs. 252500

        Required S.I. =  
252500 21 6

100
× ×

= Rs. 318150

The Indian football team has reached at 99th place in the latest world ranking released by FIFA.



MAY 2018  MICA 113

MODEL PAPER 2018
Q.140.(B) Anjali's present age = 235 – 118 –(59 – 28) × 3
 = 235 – 118 – 93 = 24
        Required age  = 24 – 12 = 12 years

Q.141.(D) 
0

0

90
360 ×100x = 405

 100x = 1620
 Required difference

 

o

o

30 1620 135
360

= × =

Q.142.(D) 90 100 405
360

o

o x× =

 100x = 1620
 Required ratio

 
110 75100 : 100
360 360

o o

o ox x× ×

  = 22 : 15

Q.143.(A)  
90 100 729
360

o
xo × =

 100x = 2916
 Total number of mobile sold = 2916

Q.144.(C) 110 100 220
360

o

o x× =

 100x = 720
 Required difference 

 
5 720 10

360
= × =

Q.145.(B) 5 75 100 75
100 360

x× × =

 100x = 7200
 Required average 

 
7200 1440

5
= =

Q.146.(B) Total = 55+69+74+81+76 = 355
Q.147.(A) Required average expenditure

 

80 78 55 74 83 95
6

465 77.5
6

+ + + + +
=

= =

Q.148.(D) Required Average

 
68 79 55 91 72 73%

5
+ + + +

=  

Q.149.(C) Average expenditure of P

 
72 75 80 82 93 80.4

5
+ + + +

=

 Average expenditure of Q

 
87 94 78 87 95 88.2

5
+ + + +

=

 Required %

 
88.2 80.4 100 9.7

80.4
−

= × =

Q.150.(D) Average expenditure of U = 86 92 95 81 82
5

+ + + +

 = 87.2
 Average expenditure of T = 74 88 83 93 87

5
+ + + +

 = 85
 Required ratio = 87.2 : 85 = 436 : 425
 

The 4th Edition of Women of India Organic Festival was held at World Trade Centre, Mumbai.

TOLL FREE : 1800-103-5225 (9:00 AM - 6:00 PM)
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ExPLANATION/ENGLISH COMPREHENSION
Q.151.(D)  
Q.152.(D) agility(n)- the power of moving quickly and easily.
 For other options: Fragile(adj.)- delicate 
Q.153.(B)  contain(v)-to hold or include within its volume or area.
 For other options: Exclude(v)- expel
    Enclose(v)- put inside
Q.154.(D) ‘as......... as’ (pair conjunction has been used for 

comparison)
 For other options:
 Hardly(adv.)- scarcely; with difficulty
 Seldom(adv.)- infrequently  
Q.155.(C)  Integration- unification (an act of combining into)
 For other options: Adulteration(n)- corruption
    Fusion(n)- mixture
Q.156.(C) Answer is given in the second paragraph.
Q.157.(C)  Answer is derived from the beginning of the first 

paragraph.
Q.158.(A) the passage is based on ‘importance and benefits 

of education’ only.
Q.159.(A) Answer is given in the end of the second paragraph.
Q.160.(C) Answer is given in the beginning of the second 

paragraph.
Q.161.(C)  ‘been’ is missing after ‘have’. It should be as ‘could 

have been resolved’ because in a passive voice of 
past perfect tense ‘could have +been+V3’ is used.

Q.162.(C) use ‘have’ in place of ‘has’ because the subject 
is data that is plural and its singular form is 
datum.

Q.163.(C) indefinite article ‘a’ is missing before ‘query’. It 
should be as ‘a query’ because indefinite article 
is used before any singular countable noun.

Q.164.(A) ‘to’ should be replaced by ‘of’ because ‘a survey 
of household’ is correct use. Here, ‘of’ indicates 
an association between two entities.

Q.165.(B) use ‘exploited’ (V2) because the sentence is 
given in the past indefinite tense.

Q.166.(C)  Q.167.(D) Q.168.(C)  Q.169.(A)
Q.170.(C)  Q.171.(C)
Q.172.(A)  temper(v)- calm; moderate
 For other options: Aggravate(v)- annoy
Q.173.(B)  whatever is used to emphasize a lack of restriction 

in referring to anything or amount, no matter 
what.

Q.174.(B) detrimental(adj.)- damaging; harmful
 For other options: Console(v)- relieve; comfort
Q.175.(B) due to means because of; as a result of.
Q.176.(B) For other options: Dodge(v)- avoid; circumvent
Q.177.(A) For other options:
 Embrace(v)- hold tightly in one's arms; hug
Q.178.(A) For other options: Unloose(v)- undo 
    Wrapper(n)- covering
Q.179.(D) For other options: Impartial(adj.)- fair; unbiased
Q.180.(C)  protagonist(n) means a person who takes the 

lead; central figure of narrative; hero
Q.181.(A) humanitarian(adj.) means compassionate; broad 

minded 
 For other options:
 Intolerant(adj.)- impatient; dogmatic; 

chauvinistic; narrow minded
Q.182.(A) QSRP Q.183.(C) RPSQ Q.184.(D)  SRPQ
Q.185.(C) RQSP Q.186.(B) QRSP Q.187.(C)
Q.188.(C)   Q.189.(C)  Q.190.(B)
Q.191.(D)   Q.192.(D)
Q.193.(B) For other options:
 Misanthropist(n)- a hater of mankind.
 Mosaic(n) a picture or decoration made of 

coloured pieces of stone and glass.
Q.194.(A) For other options:
 Jockey(n)- a professional rider in horse races.
 Infantry(n)- soldiers on foot.
 Lunatic(n)- an insane person.
Q.195.(A) For other options:
 Quintessence(n)- most essential part.
 Veteran(n)- a person who has a long experience 

of any occupation.
 Caddy(n)- a small bag for carrying object.
Q.196.(A) describe and discuss are followed by no prepositions.
Q.197.(D)
Q.198.(A) ‘as’ is followed by a clause whereas ‘such’ 

means similar; like
Q.199.(C) ‘too much’ followed by noun/ verb whereas 

‘much too’ by an adjective/ adverb such as ‘much 
too handsome’/ ‘much too beautifully done’.

Q.200.(D) ‘as’ is not used with ‘appoint’ or call, consider, 
think etc.

Karnataka Bank has opened its first fully Women operated branch in Bangalore.






