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Dear Aspirants,
We are immensely grateful to publish "May 2019" edition of "Master In Current Affairs" a magazine which is an 
extensive source of rightful information and essential knowledge. This edition is well designed specially by keeping all 
the forthcoming examinations in mind.
 The scope of this edition includes highly admired sections NEWS MAKER, NEWS DIARY, ONE LINER 
WORLD OF ENGLISH which are undeviatingly related to the examinations. Chalte-Chalte is one of the most steering 
elements of this which is mentioned at the bottom of every page.
 This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this 
month which may play a vital role in forthcoming examination. The important topics covered in this edition are :
One among them is “Elections in India” – as the 2019 Indian general election is scheduled to be held in seven phases from 
11 April to 19 May 2019 to constitute the 17th Lok Sabha. The counting of votes will be conducted on 23 May, and on 
the same day the results will be declared. And the campaign, participating parties, election schedule, issues and all other 
germane details are given inside MICA.
Then there is another topic “The International Women's Day” so this year’s campaign theme of #BalanceforBetter 
is a call-to-action for driving gender balance across the world with the further details of theme, issues, solution 
and steps taken etc. are given inside.
And the new topic is “LOKPAL(Lokapāla, "caretaker of people")” as a Lokpal is an anti-corruption authority 
or body of ombudsmen who represents the public interest in the Republic of Indiathere we have much 
more to know about it which is given inside the magazine to have a look on the issue to know more about it, 
hence its history, Jan Lokpal Bill movement, Fundamental duties, Features of the Jan Lokpal Bill etc. all 
the essential information for examination point of view is given inside the May edition of this Magazine.
In this edition we are providing the “Solved paper of Allahabad High-Court ARO Paper-2019” 
for your self-assessment. There is a separate section named Quiz Time for your self-evaluation, 
which includes all the possible MCQ's from this month's current affairs. This will be highly 
beneficial for all the upcoming examinations.
The topics of the next issue will be different, we make sure that we will be trying to serve 
you with our next edition consisting a rich piece of knowledge.
Best of Luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly valuable and welcomed.

 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                                                                   
  

      “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
“Education is not preparation for life; 

education is life itself”
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INTERVIEWSomnath

MAY 2019  MICAKim Kumari of New Jersey has won the ‘Miss India USA 2019’ title.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Ashok Kumar Mondal
Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Madhumita Mondal
Hobbies  :  Story Book Reading
Prior Selection  :  None
Name of the Exam : State Bank of India
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 3801000144
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : DGR2611664922

Somnath Mondal

MICA : Mahendra's family 
expresses its heartfelt 
congratulations on your 
success.

Mondal : Thank You so much.
MICA : To whom do you want 

to give the credit of your 
selection?

Mondal : Family, Teachers & Friends
MICA : After how many attempts 

did you succeed in this 
examination?

Mondal : It was my First attempt.
MICA : What is the role of 

Mahendra's institute in 
your selection?

Mondal : I took the help of 
Mahendras coaching for 
bank exams. It helped me 
immensely to clear the 
basics of the examination.

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the examination?

Mondal : 

English Language
By reading newspaper & practicing.

Reasoning Ability & 
Computer Aptitude

By solving various types of problems 
from different sources & also from 

Speed Test.

Quantitative Aptitude
By solving many problems & Speed 

Test regularly.

General Awareness
From newspaper, Books, magazine & 

websites.

MICA : What would you say about 
“Master in Current Affairs” 
Magazine and Mahendra 
Guru Website?

Mondal : The magazine is precise, 
brief and well updated and 
good for quick revision.

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Mondal : Guidance and on time 
doubt clearance, through 
Problem Solving Session.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Mondal : One of the most important 
keys to one’s success.

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the Interview?

Mondal : Appeared in mock 
interviews organised by 
Mahendras and watched 
mock interviews on 
Mahendra-Guru you-tube 
channel.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

Mondal : There were 5 members 
in the board & they were 
friendly.

The questions asked were:

I.  What is entropy? What was 
manhataon project?

II.  Principle of nuclear fusion. 
From subject

III.  Difference b/w balance sheet 
& Profit-loss a/c

IV.  About make in India Project, 
Is it good or bad for economy?

V.  About demonetization
VI.  Role of a P.O in the bank.
MICA : By whom did you get 

information of your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Mondal : From a friend & I was 
happy.

MICA : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Mondal : Practice well & keep 
confidence in yourself

MICA : Congratulations once again 
on your success. Your 
success is our success.

Mondal : Thank You
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CURRENT AFFAIRS one Liner

MICA  MAY 2019

ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Who has been nominated as the Next Chief of the 
World Bank? - David Malpass

 # Who has been appointed as the additional director of 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)?   
 - Praveen Sinha

 # Who is the new Union Sports Secretary?  
 - Radheyshyam Julaniya

 # A Renowned Novelist, Alaa Mashzoub has passed 
away recently. He was from which country?  
 - Iraq

 # Who has been appointed as Special Secretary (Internal 
Security) in the Home Ministry?   
 - A P Maheshwari

 # MP and senior leader, Ladu Kishore Swain passed 
away. He was associated to which party?  
 - Biju Janata Dal (BJD)

 # Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 
India to Colombia? - Sanjiv Ranjan

 # Who was nominated by U.S. President Donald Trump 
as Head of the Department of Interior?   
 - David Bernhardt

 # Who has assumed charge as the Director General of 
National Cadet Corps (DGNCC)?   
 - Rajeev Chopra

 # Who took over as the managing director and chief 
executive officer of the Corporation Bank and become 
the first woman to hold this post in the bank?  
 - P V Bharathi

 # Who has been appointed as the new CBI Director for a 
period of two years? - Rishi Kumar Shukla

 # Who has been appointed as Nepal’s ambassador to 
India? - Nilambar Acharya

 # Which senior journalist and author passed away?  
 - Banarasi Singh

 # Who has been appointed as the chairman of Central 
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)?   
 - Pramod Chandra Mody

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh has inaugurated a national cyber forensic lab and the Delhi 
Police’s cybercrime unit Cyber Protection Awareness and Detection Centre (CyPAD).

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

AWARDS
 # Who was conferred the Legion d'Honneur, the highest 

civilian award of France? - Franois Laborde

 # Who has been declared as the winner of the Centre of 
International Modern Art (CIMA) Award?  
 - Shashikant Patil

 # Who has been awarded the EY Entrepreneur of the 
Year for 2018? - Siddhartha Lal

 # Who won the Cricket Australia's highest honour 'Allan 
Border Medal'? - Pat Cummins

 # Who has won the Laureus World Sportsman of the Year 
Award for the fourth time? - Novak Djokovic

 # Raigarh Municipal Corporation won the "Swachhata 
Excellence awards 2019". In which state is it located? 
 - Chhattisgarh

 # Which organisation has won the 'Laureus Sport for 
Good award'? - Yuwa

 # Which State Government launch a 'Pravasi Dividend 
Pension Scheme' to provide regular pension to its Non-
Residents? - Kerala

 # Which state government has announced a universal 
old age pension scheme - Mukhyamantri Vridhajan 
Pension Yojana (MVPY) for all people above 60 years 
of age? - Bihar

 # The West Bengal government has appointed ___ as the 
principal advisor on internal security.   
 - Reena Mitra

 # Which State Government has announced 'Indira Gram 
Jyoti Yojana'? - Madhya Pradesh

 # Who has been appointed as the chairman and managing 
director of Air India? - Ashwani Lohani

 # Film director-producer Vijaya Bapineedu has passed 
away recently. He was related to which regional film 
industry? - Telugu
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one Liner

MAY 2019  MICA

NATIONAL & STATE

Union Culture Minister Mahesh Sharma has inaugurated India's first 'fulldome 3D Digital Theatre' at 
the Science City, Kolkata.

 # Which state government has launched 'Rajiv Gandhi 
Career Portal' for students from classes 9 to 12?  
 - Rajasthan

 # Andhra Pradesh Government has introduced which 
new scheme to give economic support to farmers? 
 - Annadata Sukhibhava

 # The Andhra Pradesh government has partnered with 
private sports management firm TENVIC, to promote 
sports culture in the state. Who is the owner of 
TENVIC? - Anil Kumble

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid foundation stones 
for several development projects, including an All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) and an 
Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC), 
in___. - Jammu

 # Where did Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the 
foundation stone of the first-ever university in Jammu 
and Kashmir Division? - Ladakh Region

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation 
stone for the Sela Tunnel Project in which of the 
following state? - Arunachal Pradesh

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated National 
Cancer Institute (NIC) at Badhsa in Jhajjar district of 
which state? - Haryana

 # Centre and Gujarat government have announced an 
Asiatic Lion Conservation Project of __ crore.  
 - 97.85

 # The foundation stone for a permanent campus of the 
Central University at Dehra was laid recently. In which 
state is Dehra located? - Himachal Pradesh

 # Which state Government has formed the "Transgender 
Welfare Board" to provide social security to 
Transgender community? - Gujarat

 # Manoj Yadava has been appointed as Director General 
of Police of which state? - Haryana

 # Fourth Agri Leadership Summit was held in Gannaur. 
In which state is Gannaur? - Haryana

 # Recently Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 
and laid the foundation stone of projects worth over 
__in Bihar, including the long-awaited Patna Metro 
Rail Project. - `33,000 crore

 # The Indian Navy conduct which Coastal Defence 
Exercise along the entire coastline of the country? 
 - Sea Vigil 2019

 # Where Prime Minister Narendra Modi did laid the 
foundation stone for All India Institutes of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) recently in Tamilnadu?  
 - Madurai

 # Which state has recently celebrated its 49th Full 
Statehood day on 25th January?   
 - Himachal Pradesh

 # What was the name given to National Conclave on 
Technical Textiles organised by Ministry of Textiles in 
Mumbai? - TechnoTex 2019

 # Which state government has approved the construction  
of world's longest expressway recently?   
 - Uttar Pradesh

 # Where is the 34th edition of the India International 
Leather Fair held? - Chennai

 # Where was Early Ed Asia 2019, Asia's largest 
conference on Early Childhood held?   
 - Jaipur

 # Where was First Law Association for Asia and the 
Pacific (LAWASIA) Human Rights Conference held? 
 - New Delhi

 # Where was the 25th Conference of All India Federation 
of Medical and Sales Representatives held?  
 - Patna

 # Who is the Minister of Commerce & Industry and 
Civil Aviation? - Suresh Prabhu

 # Where was the International Conference and 
Exhibition on Energy and Environment: Challenges 
and Opportunities (ENCO 2019) inaugurated?  
 - New Delhi

 # Where was 14th Agricultural Science Congress 
organised? - New Delhi

 # Where was the Third edition of Annual "Words in the 
Garden" festival was celebrated?   
 - New Delhi

 # Which city host the world’s largest religious festival of 
women, Attukal Pongala? - Thiruvananthapuram

 # Who is the Union Minister of Steel?   
 - Chaudhary Birender  
  Singh

 # Where was the Regional Conference on ‘Deendayal 
Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme’ held?   
 - Mumbai

 # Which state government announced the launch of 
a "Yuva Swabhiman Yojana" to ensure 100 days 
of employment every year to the youths from the 
economically weaker sections (EWS) in urban areas? 
 - Madhya Pradesh
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MICA  MAY 2019

FINANCIAL AWARENESS

The government approved the launch of the Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan 
(KUSUM) with a central aid of Rs 34,422 crore to provide financial and water security to farmers 

through harnessing solar energy capacities of 25.75 gigawatts (GW) by 2022.

 # The Reserve Bank of India has slapped how much 
as penalty on the State Bank of India for violating 
norms? - Rs 1 crore

 # Reserve Bank of India (RBI) raised the limit of 
collateral-free agricultural loans to `1.6 lakh. What 
was the earlier limit? - `1 lakh

 # The Reserve Bank of India projected an economic 
growth rate of __ per cent for the next fiscal.  
 - 7.4

 # According to the finance ministry, India's economic 
growth is expected to accelerate to __ per cent in 2019-
20? - 7.5

 # Ujjivan Small Finance Bank (SFB) announced the 
launch of Ujjivan Bank Kisan Suvidha loan to offer 
financial credit services to small and marginal farmers. 
Where is its Headquarters? - Bengaluru

 # Which country have set up a payment channel with Iran 
called INSTEX, to help continue trade and circumvent 
US sanctions? - Germany, France & UK

 # The Reserve Bank of India imposed a penalty of Rs 
2 crore on which bank for the violation of various 
banking norms? - Corporation Bank

 # The Bihar Khadi and Village Industries Board signed 
a MoU with company to enable rural khadi weavers to 
sell their products through the e-commerce portal? 
 - Amazon

 # Army signed a contract with Sig Sauer for 72,400 
SIG716 assault rifles for front-line soldiers deployed in 
operational areas. Sig Sauer is a firearm manufactured 
of which country? - USA

 # NTPC (National Thermal Power Corporation) has 
signed a term loan agreement for Rs 5,000 crore with 
which of the following? - State Bank of India

 # Which Indian company group has acquired an Israeli 
company, Light and strong Ltd., which is specialised 
in aerospace and military carbon fibre and glass fibre 
composite components production?   
 - Lohia Group

 # According to the 2019 Edelman Trust Barometer 
report, which country is among the most trusted nations 
globally when it comes to government, business, 
NGOs and media? - India

 # The Union Cabinet approved amendments to the 
framework on currency swap arrangement for SAARC 
member countries by incorporating a stand-by facility 
of how many Dollars? - USD 400 million

 # Which country signed an accord to become the 30th 
member of NATO? - Macedonia

 # A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
India and which country on cooperation in the field of 
Traditional Systems of Medicine and Homoeopathy 
was signed recently? - Brazil

 # India has signed a MoU with which country to foster 
relations in the field of coal mining and clean coal 
technologies? - Poland

 # Dinesh Bhatia has been appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to which country?   
 - Argentina

 # American President Donald Trump has appointed ___ 
to be his assistant and chief medical adviser.  
 - Ronny Jackson

 # Which country shall provide 2.5 billion dollars loans 
to Pakistan to boost the foreign exchange reserves? 
 - China

 # Which group has signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with Bank of Singapore to 
form a strategic partnership to provide clients of both 
entities the opportunity to access their respective 
product platforms? - Edelweiss Group

 # Which city has added Hindi as the third language in 
courts? - Abu Dhabi

 # India and which country have agreed to continue close 
cooperation on maritime security, counter-terrorism & 
medical cooperation? - Maldives

 # India and __ signed five Memorandum of 
Understandings (MOU) for bilateral investment in 
various fields, including tourism and broadcasting. 
 - Saudi Arabia

 # ICC has banned UAE-based coach ___ for 10 years 
after he was found guilty of making a “corrupt 
approach” to Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed in 
2017. - Irfan Ansari

 # Who has won the ‘Miss India USA 2019’ title?  
 - Kim Kumari

 # Where was International Pacific Asia Travel 
Association (PATA) conference held?   
 - Rishikesh

 # Which state has signed a pact with the US-India 
Business Council (USIBC) to promote the state as an 
investment destination for American companies?  
 - Maharashtra

INTERNATIONAL
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SPORTS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

India and Morocco signed four MoUs include setting up of Joint Working Group on Counter 
Terrorism, Cooperation in Housing and Human Settlement, Reciprocal facilitation of procedures for 

issue of Business Visa and Cooperation in Youth Matters.

 # Where has the music and dance festival 'Sopan 2019' 
held? - New Delhi

 # Where was the 4th edition of Bharat Parv held?  
 - New Delhi

 # Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik laid the 
foundation stone of the Subarnarekha port in which 
district of Odisha? - Balasore

 # President Ram Nath Kovind unveiled a life-size 
portrait of which former Prime Minister in the Central 
Hall of Parliament House? - Atal Bihari Vajpayee

 # Where was New India Youth Conclave held?  
 - Surat

 # Where is the “Waste to Wonder” Park situated?  
 - New Delhi

 # In which year the Programme for International Students 
Assessment (PISA) will be conducted by OECD? 
 - 2021

 # Where is India's first 'full dome 3D Digital Theatre' 
located? - Kolkata

 # Where has the 15th edition of Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 
started? - Varanasi

 # Where Prime Minister Narendra Modi did inaugurated 
the National Museum of Indian Cinema?  
 - Mumbai

 # According to an analysis by research agency Itihaasa, 
What is the rank of India in the world in terms of high 
quality research publications in artificial intelligence 
(AI)? - Third

 # Where was the Seventh Meeting of Tourism Ministers of 
ASEAN and India held? - Vietnam

 # Where has Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 
3D laser projection show? - Gujarat

 # Which country organized First International Bhojpuri 
Festival? - Mauritius

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated to the nation 
the National Salt Satyagraha Memorial and Museum at 
Dandi. In which district of Gujarat is Dandi located? 
 - Navsari

 # Who is Human Resource Development Minister?  
 - Prakash Javadekar

 # Who is the Union Science and Technology Minister? 
 - Dr Harsh Vardhan

 # First ever National Conference on “Prison Design” 
was held in ------------. - Hyderabad

 # India’s latest communication satellite __ was 
successfully launched by European launch services 
provider Arianespace’s rocket from French Guiana. 
 - GSAT-31

 # Which IT company has launched a new e-commerce 
platform for handloom weavers 'reweave.in'?  
 - Microsoft

 # Where is the Human Space Flight Centre (HSFC) 
located? - Bengaluru

 # Rohit Sharma became the highest run-getter in the 
Twenty20 Internationals. Earlier this record was held 
by whom? - Martin Guptill

 # EGAT Cup is related to which games?   
 - Weightlifting

 # Who has become the number 1 in latest ICC women's 
ODI rankings? - Smriti Mandhana

 # Who has won the IDBI Federal Life Insurance Kolkata 
Marathon? - Anjali Saraogi

 # Who won the Chennai Open ATP Challenger tennis 
tournament title? - Corentin Moutet

 # Who won the 86th Senior Snooker National 
Championship title? - Pankaj Advani

 # Who has won the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) 
Asian Cup for the first time? - Qatar

 # Who has won the Men's singles title of 83rd Senior 
National Badminton championship?   
 - Sourabh Verma

 # Who has won the women's singles tennis title of Qatar 
Open? - Elise Mertens

 # Who has won the women's singles title of Malaysia 
Masters? - Ratchanok Intanon

 # Who has won the Australian Open title for the record 
seventh time? - Novak Djokovic

 # What is the name of the common digital currency 
launched by the central banks of the UAE and Saudi 
Arabia? - Aber

 # The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved 
the appointment of Dilip Sadarangani as part-time 
chairman of which bank? - Federal Bank

 # Which company has entered into a five-year global 
strategic sponsorship agreement with International 
Cricket Council (ICC)? - Coca Cola Co
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SPOTLIGHT aLL that mattERS

MICA  MAY 2019 40th International Annual Desert Festival was organised in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan.

aBBREVIatIonS ImPoRtant DaYS anD DatES

EConomIC GLoSSaRY BooKS & aUthoRS

01

03

05

02

04

Modern Monetary Theory
According to this theory when a 
government borrows in its own currency 
can never default on any of its liabilities. 

In sovereign financial systems, banks 
can create money but these "horizontal" 
transactions do not increase net financial 
assets as assets are offset by liabilities. 
All monetary instruments issued by the 
government are on its liability side and 
are created and destroyed with spending 
and taxing/bond offerings, respectively. In 
MMT, "vertical" money enters circulation 
through government spending. Taxation 
and its legal tender enable power to 
discharge debt and establish the fiat 
money as currency, giving it value by 
creating demand for it in the form of a 
private tax obligation that must be met. 
An ongoing tax obligation, in concert with 
private confidence and acceptance of the 
currency, maintains its value. Because the 
government can issue its own currency 
at will, MMT maintains that the level of 
taxation relative to government spending 
is in reality a policy tool that regulates 
inflation and unemployment, and not 
a means of funding the government's 
activities by itself. Critics of this theory, 
however, say that such a policy will lead 
to higher price inflation, which is simply 
an indirect tax on citizens.

01 May Workers’ Day (International Labour Day) 
03 May Press Freedom Day 
05 May World Midwives Day 
08 May World Red Cross Day 
12 May International Nurses Day 
17 May World Telecommunication Day 
21 May National Anti-Terrorism Day 
24 May Commonwealth Day 
31 May Anti-tobacco Day

ODB :  Operation Digital Board

ADA :  Aeronautical Development Agency 

FATF : Financial Action Task Force

NPPA :  National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 

UNODC : United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime 

GSP : Generalized System of Preference

ALL THE LIVES WE 
NEVER LIVED

POLITE SOCIETY

THE ONLY STORY

HALF THE NIGHT IS 
GONE

RED bIRDS

:- Anuradha Roy

:- Mohammed Hanif

:- Amitabha Bagchi

:- Julian Barnes

:- Mahesh Rao
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constituted under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 
to provide free Legal Services to the weaker sections of the 
society.  
Objectives of NALSA 

To legally empower the marginalized and excluded groups 
of the society by providing effective legal representation, 
legal literacy and awareness and bridging the gap between 
the legally available benefits and the entitled beneficiaries. 
To strengthen the system of Lok Adalats and other Alternate 
Dispute Resolution mechanisms in order to provide for 
the informal, quick, inexpensive and effective resolution 
of disputes and minimize the load of adjudication on the 
overburdened judiciary. 
NALSA identifies specific categories of the marginalized 
and excluded groups from the diverse populace of 
the country and formulates various schemes for the 
implementation of preventive and strategic legal service 
programmes to be undertaken and implemented by the 
Legal Services Authorities at the various levels.  
NALSA works in close coordination with the various 
State Legal Services Authorities, District Legal Services 
Authorities and other agencies for a regular exchange 
of relevant information, monitoring and updating on 
the implementation and progress of the 
various schemes fostering a strategic and 
coordinated approach to ensure smooth 
and streamlined functioning of the various 
agencies and stakeholders.

P V Ramesh

P V Ramesh has been appointed 
as the director-general of 

the National Archives of India. 
Currently, he is serving as the 
Chairman and Managing Director 
(CMD) of Rural Electrification 
Corporation.  
The National Archives of India 
is the custodian of the records of 
enduring value of the Government 
of India. Established on 11 
March, 1891 at Calcutta (Kolkata) as the Imperial Record 
Department (IRD), it is the biggest archival repository 
in South Asia. It has a vast corpus of records viz., public 
records, private papers, oriental records, cartographic 
records and microfilms, which constitute an invaluable 
source of information for scholars-administrators and 
users of archives.  The Director General of Archives, 
heading the Department has been given the mandate for 
the implementation of the Public Records Act, 1993 and 

A K Sharma has been reappointed as the Director (Finance) of Indian Oil Corp (IOC).

Ajit Kumar Mohanty

Ajit Kumar Mohanty has been 
appointed as Director of 

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
for the period of three years. 
Mohanty, who currently heads 
the physics group at BARC and is 
also director of the Kolkata-based 
Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics. 
He has taken over from K. N. 
Vyas, who continued to hold 
charge as BARC chief despite 
being appointed Department of Atomic Energy Secretary 
in September last year.
The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) is India’s 
premier nuclear research facility headquartered in Trombay, 
Mumbai, Maharashtra. The Atomic Energy Establishment, 
Trombay (AEET) was established by the government 
of India in 1954 to consolidate all the research and 
development activity for nuclear reactors and technology 
under the AEET. 
After the demise of Dr Homi Jehangir Bhabha in 1966, 
AEET was renamed Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre (BARC).  Over the 
years, BARC has emerged as the multi-
disciplinary research centre with extensive 
infrastructure for advanced research and 
development.

Justice SA Bobde

President Ram Nath Kovind 
has nominated Justice SA 

Bobde of the Supreme Court as 
Executive Chairman of National 
Legal Services Authority 
(NALSA). The post was held by 
Justice AK Sikri who retired on 
6th March.  
He joined as Chief Justice of 
Madhya pradesh High Court on 
16 October 2012.  Bobde was 
elevated as a judge of the Supreme Court of India on 12 
April 2013. One of his notable Judgements is related to 
Aadhaar in which a three judge bench, comprising Bobde, 
Chelameswar, and Chokkalingam Nagappan, ratified an 
earlier order of the Supreme Court and clarified that no 
Indian citizen without an Aadhaar card can be deprived of 
basic services and government subsidies.
National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) The National 
Legal Services Authority (NALSA) is a statutory body 
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MICA  MAY 2019 Manoj Yadava has been appointed as Haryana's Director General of Police.

the rules made there under, the Public Records Rules, 1997 
for the management, administration and preservation of 
public records in the Ministries, Departments, Public 
Sector undertakings etc. of the Central Government. 
Located at the heart of New Delhi, the Department 
functions as an Attached Office of the Ministry of Culture 
and has one Regional Office at Bhopal and three Records 
Centres at Bhubaneswar, Jaipur and Puducherry. The 
Department celebrated its 125th year of the foundation 
during 2015-16.
This was one of four museum and archive buildings 
planned by its architect Edwin Lutyens around 'Point B' in 
the city plan, the intersection of King's Way and Queen's 
Way. However, only this one was built. It is a building 
in late neo-classical style, and originally 
known as the Imperial Record Office.  Shri 
K. R. Narayanan, then President of India, 
declared the "Museum of the National 
Archives" open to the general public on 6 
July 1998.

Justice Ajit Singh            

Former Chief Justice of 
Gauhati High Court Justice 

Ajit Singh has been appointed as 
the first Lokayukta of Odisha.
Governor Ganeshi Lal 
approved his name following 
the recommendation of the 
state government's selection 
committee. The selection 
committee at its meeting presided 
over by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik had finalised the 
name of the Lokayukta Chairperson and sent it to the 
governor for his approval.
Born in 1956, Singh began his career as an advocate in 
1979. He started his practice in Madhya Pradesh High 
Court at Jabalpur and was later appointed as an additional 
judge there in April, 2002 and became a permanent judge 
on March 21, 2003. He was transferred to Rajasthan High 
Court in March, 2015 from where he was transferred to 
Gauhati High Court in March, 2016.
Singh held the post of Chief Justice of Gauhati High Court 
from March 5, 2016, till his retirement on September 5 last 
year. The state government had last month submitted an 
affidavit before the Supreme Court stating that the selection 
process of Lokayukta will be completed by March 31 and it 
will start functioning in the state from April 8.
Incidentally, Odisha claims to be the first state in the country 
to have passed the Lokayukta Bill in the State Assembly on 

February 14, 2014. It got the presidential assent in January 
2015.
As the state government did not take steps 
to make Lokayukta functional, the Supreme 
Court on July 10, 2019 had directed it to 
complete the process for appointment of 
the Lokayukta.

Govind Prasad Sharma

Educationist and Author 
Govind Prasad Sharma has 

been appointed as the Chairman 
of National Book Trust (NBT). 
Govind Prasad Sharma in his 
long carrier has served as the 
Principal of Government P.G. 
College in Madhya Pradesh, 
Additional Director of Higher 
Education of Gwalior Chambal 
Division, Director of Madhya 
Pradesh Hindi Granth Akademi and also as Vice Chairman 
of Madhya Pradesh Board of Secondary Education.  
National Book Trust (NBT) is an apex body established 
by the Government Of India in the Year 1957 under the 
Department Of Higher Education, Ministry Of Human 
Resource Development.  
Objectives of NBT

 # To produce and encourage the production of good 
literature in English, Hindi And Other Indian 
Languages. 

 # To make such literature available at moderate prices to 
the public. To bring out book catalogues. 

 # Arrange Book Fairs/Exhibitions and Seminars. Take 
all necessary steps to make the people book-minded. 

To pursue these objectives NBT publishes:  

The Classical Literature of India. 
Outstanding works of Indian authors in Indian Languages 
and their translation from one Indian Language to another. 
Translation of outstanding books from foreign languages. 
Outstanding Books of Modern Knowledge for Popular 
Diffusion. 
The major activities of NBT include publishing non- 
textbooks, organizing book fairs, book 
exhibitions, conducting literary events, 
activities for children, training in publishing 
throughout the country, participating in 
international book fairs to promote Indian 
literature.
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A month-long 'Festival of India' began in Nepal. The objective of this festival is to familiarize the 

new generation of Nepal about the similarities between the Himalayan nation and India.

Bhagwan Lal Sahni

Bhagwan Lal Sahni who 
hails from Bihar has been 

appointed as the Chairman of 
the National Commission for 
Backward Classes. 

Further Kaushalendra Singh Patel 
and Acharya Talloju have been 
appointed as the members of the 
commission.  
National Commission for Backward Classes 

The commission was the outcome of Indra Sawhney & 
Ors. Vs. Union of India. The Supreme Court of India in 
its Judgement dated 16.11.1992 in Writ Petition (Civil) 
No. 930 of 1990 – Indra Sawhney & Ors. Vs. Union 
of India and Ors., reported in (1992) Supp. 3 SCC 217 
directed the Government of India, State Governments 
and Union Territory Administrations to constitute a 
permanent body in the nature of a Commission or 
Tribunal for entertaining, examining and recommending 
upon requests for inclusion and complaints of over-
inclusion and under-inclusion in the list of OBCs. The 
Supreme Court held that the Constitution recognised 
only social and educational — and not economic — 
backwardness. 
The number of backward castes in Central list of OBCs has 
now increased to 5,013+ (without the figures for most of the 
Union Territories) in 2006 as per National Commission for 
Backward Classes. In October 2015, National Commission 
for Backward Classes proposed that a person belonging 
to OBC with an annual family income of up to `15 lakhs 
should be considered as minimum ceiling for OBC. NCBC 
also recommended sub-division of OBCs into 'backward', 
'more backward' and 'extremely backward' 
blocs and divide 27% quota amongst them 
in proportion to their population, to ensure 
that stronger OBCs don't corner the quota 
benefits.

P. K. Bezbaruah

P .K. Bezbaruah has been re-
appointed as the Chairman of 

Tea Board for a second tenure by 
the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry. He was the first non-IAS 
chairman of the Tea Board.  He has 
been urging the Indian Tea Industry 
to explore export opportunities 
in the vast Chinese market. He 

was instrumental in initiating a revamp of the old electronic 
auctioning system in association with the IIM Bengaluru. 
Tea is one of the industries, which by an Act of Parliament 
comes under the control of the Union Govt. The genesis of 
the Tea Board India dates back to 1903 when the Indian Tea 
Cess Bill was passed. The Bill provided for levying a cess 
on tea exports - the proceeds of which were to be used for 
the promotion of Indian tea both within and outside India. 
The present Tea Board set up under section 4 of the Tea Act 
1953 was constituted on 1st April 1954. It has succeeded the 
Central Tea Board and the Indian Tea Licencing Committee 
which functioned respectively under the Central Tea Board 
Act,1949 and the Indian Tea Control Act, 1938 which were 
repealed. The activities of the two previous bodies had been 
confined largely to regulation of tea cultivation and export 
of tea as required by the International Tea Agreement then 
in force, and promotion of tea Consumption.  
Organisation of the Tea Board: The present Tea Board is 
functioning as a statutory body of the Central Government 
under the Ministry of Commerce. The Board is constituted 
of 31 members (including Chairman) drawn from Members 
of Parliament, tea producers, tea traders, 
tea brokers, consumers, and representatives 
of Governments from the principal tea 
producing states, and trade unions. The 
Board is reconstituted every three years.

Subhash Chandra Garg

Economic Affairs Secretary 
Subhash Chandra Garg has 

been appointed as the Finance 
Secretary.
Garg, 58, a 1983 batch IAS 
officer of Rajasthan cadre, has 
been working as the Secretary 
in Department of Economic 
Affairs since June 2017. As per 
the convention, the senior-most 
among the five secretaries in the 
Finance Ministry is designated as the Finance Secretary. 
While Ajay Bhushan Pandey is the Revenue Secretary, 
Rajiv Kumar is Secretary, Department of Financial 
Services, Atanu Chakraborty is Secretary in Department 
of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) and 
Girish Chandra Murmu is the Expenditure Secretary.
Pandey and Kumar are 1984 batch IAS officers of 
Maharshtra and Jharkhand cadre respectively. Chakraborty 
and Murmu are 1985 batch IAS officers of Gujarat cadre. 
Former finance secretary Ajay Narayan Jha superannuated 
on February 28. Jha has taken over as member, 15th Finance 
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ombudsman w.e.f. 19 March 
2019. Former Chief Justices of 
different high courts -- Justices 
Dilip B Bhosale, Pradip Kumar 
Mohanty, Abhilasha Kumari -- 
besides sitting Chief Justice of 
Chhattisgarh High Court Ajay 
Kumar Tripathi were appointed 
as judicial members in the 
Lokpal. Former first woman 
chief of Sashastra Seema Bal 
Archana Ramasundaram, ex-Maharashtra chief secretary 
Dinesh Kumar Jain, former IRS officer Mahender Singh 
and Gujarat cadre ex-IAS officer Indrajeet Prasad Gautam 
are the Lokpal's non-judicial members. Justice Ghose, 66, 
retired as a Supreme Court judge in May 2017. He was 
serving as the member of the National Human Rights 
Commission when his name was announced for the post of 
Lokpal chairperson.
The Lokpal and the Lokayukta Act, which envisages 
appointment of a Lokpal at the Centre and Lokayuktas 
in states to look into cases of corruption against certain 
categories of public servants, was passed on 2013. 
According to the rules, there is provision for a chairperson 
and a maximum of eight members in the Lokpal panel. Of 
these, four need to be judicial members.   Not less than 
50 per cent of the members of the Lokpal shall be from 
amongst the persons belonging to the scheduled castes, 
scheduled tribes, other backward classes, minorities and 
women, the rules say. Upon selection, the chairperson and 
members shall hold office for a term of five years or till 
they attain 70 years of age.   The salary and allowances of 
the chairman will be same as that of the Chief Justice of 
India.   The members will be paid salary and allowances 
same as that of a judge of the Supreme Court.
Lokpal is appointed based on the recommendation of the 
five-member panel comprising the Prime Minister, the Lok 
Sabha Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition, the Chief 
Justice of India and an eminent jurist nominated by the 
President. President would appoint the eminent jurist based 
on the recommendations of the other members of the panel. 
The government has proposed an amendment to the Lokpal 
Act 2013 to enable the leader of the largest Opposition party 
to be the member of the selection panel in the absence of 
the leader of Opposition. To designate the 
leader as Leader of Opposition the largest 
opposition party must have a strength of 
at least 10% of the total members in the 
House and none of the parties managed to 
cross this mark in 2014 general elections.

India and Saudi Arabia signed five Memorandum of Understandings (MOUs) for bilateral investment 
in various fields, including tourism and broadcasting.

Commission. Set up in November, 2017, the 15th Finance 
Commission is headed by former Planning Commission 
member N K Singh.
It is mandated to recommend distribution 
of net proceeds of taxes between the Union 
and the states for a period of five years -- 
April, 2020 to March, 2025, among others.

Pramod Sawant

Pramod Sawant, has been 
sworn-in as the new chief 

minister of Goa following the 
demise of Manohar Parrikar. 
He was the speaker in the Goa 
assembly. Goa's new BJP-led 
coalition government of Pramod 
Sawant won a vote of confidence 
on the floor of the Legislative 
Assembly during a specially 
convened session.  While the 
government got 20 votes, the Opposition secured 15 in 
the 36-member truncated House of 40. Deputy Speaker 
Michael Lobo was in the chair as Mr. Sawant resigned from 
the Speaker's post to become the Chief Minister.  While 
the treasury benches comprised of 11 members of the BJP, 
three each of the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party (MGP) 
and the Goa Forward Party (GFP) and three independents, 
the Opposition had 14 members of the Congress and one 
from the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP).  
Four seats are vacant at the moment—two following the 
resignation of two Congress MLAs in October last to join 
the BJP, and two due to the death of former Deputy Chief 
Minister Francis D’Souza in February 2019 and Chief 
Minister Manohar Parrikar on March 17, 2019. Both of 
them died of cancer.
Pramod Sawant holds Bachelors degree in Ayurvedic 
Medicine and has completed his post-graduation studies 
in Medico-Legal System and also did his 
masters in social work. He Sawant plunged 
into politics in 2008.  Pramod Sawant was 
elected as speaker after the 2017 polls. He 
was the youngest speaker from among all 
state legislative assemblies at that time.

Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose

President Ram Nath Kovind administered the oath of 
office to Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose as the country's 

first Lokpal. Justice Ghose, a former Supreme Court judge, 
was named the country's first Lokpal, the anti-corruption 



15

aWaRDS

MAY 2019  MICAIndia's boxing chief Ajay Singh has been elected as president of the 'Foundation Board for Better 
Boxing' of the world governing body of the sport, AIBA.

Missile Systems Award 2019

Aerospace scientist 
and Chief of the 

Defence Research 
Development Org. 
(DRDO), G Satheesh 
Reddy has been 
conferred the Missile 
Systems Award 2019 
by the American 
Institute of Aeronautics 
and Astronautics.  Satheesh Reddy shares the award with 
Rondell J. Wilson, a former Principal Engineering Fellow 
of Raytheon Missile Systems. He is the first Indian and 
first person outside the USA to be awarded this prestigious 
award in nearly four decades.  
Satheesh Reddy is the Scientific Adviser to the Defence 
Minister and is considered the architect of advanced 
missile technologies and smart guided weapons 
technologies in India. Satheesh Reddy was the Project 
Director for the design and development of the country’s 
first 1,000 kg class guided bomb which has enhanced 
precision strike capabilities. Satheesh Reddy is also the 
first scientist from India to receive the Silver Medal from 
the Royal Aeronautical Society, London. Satheesh Reddy 
has also played a key role in the development of some 
key systems, including tactical missile systems such as 
the quick reaction surface-to-air missile, the portable 
anti-tank guided missile and the HELINA and NAG 
anti-tank weapons. American Institute of Aeronautics 
and Astronautics (AIAA) is a professional society of 
Aerospace Engineers. AIAA aims to ignite and celebrate 
aerospace ingenuity and collaboration, and its importance 
to our way of life.  The Missile Systems Award recognises 
excellence in developing or implementing 
missile systems technology, including 
significant technological accomplishments 
or for inspired leadership of missile 
systems programmes.

SKOCH Award 2018

The Odisha 
State Disaster 

Management Authority 
(OSDMA) has bagged 
the SKOCH Award, 
2018 for its remarkable 
achievements in 
the field of disaster 
management. The 
award was presented at the 56th SKOTCH Summit held at 

New Delhi.  The SKOCH Award is being presented since 
2003 to individuals and institutions having done meritorious 
works in the field of governance, finance, banking, disaster 
management, technology, corporate citizenship, economics 
and inclusive growth by Skoch Group.  
OSDMA had received Order-of-merit in the Gold category 
for constructing 879 multipurpose cyclone and flood 
shelters which played a key role in saving human lives 
during Cyclone Phailin in 2013. OSDMA had received 
‘Order-of-merit’ in the silver category for constructing 
disaster resilient houses for about 17,000 Phailin affected 
families by relocating them to safer places. Order-of-
merit Bronze was given to the OSDMA for its Early 
Warning Dissemination System for different hydro-
meteorological disasters across the coastline of Odisha 
which will benefit 1,205 villages in 22 blocks of six coastal 
districts. OSDMA had received ICHL award, 2013 for 
Excellence in Humanitarian Action in the 
field of Disaster Management and many 
certifications for effective management of 
disasters. These awards are the recognition 
of Odisha becoming a model state in 
disaster management and risk mitigation 
since the 1999 Super Cyclone.

Future for Nature Award 2019

Dr Divya Karnad, 
Asst. Professor of 

Environmental Studies 
at Ashoka University 
has been awarded the 
prestigious Global 
Future For Nature 
Award 2019 for her 
work on marine 
conservation.  The 
other recipients of the Global Future For Nature Award 
is awarded for the year 2019 are: Fernanda Abra (Brazil) 
and Olivier Nsengimana (Rwanda).  Dr Divya Karnad’s 
project InSeason Fish had successfully reduced the 
unwanted bycatch of endangered sharks along the 
Coromandel coast of India.  

Divya Karnad did her PhD in Geography from Rutgers 
University, USA and has completed her Masters in 
Wildlife Biology and Conservation from the Post Graduate 
Programme run by the National Centre for Biological 
Sciences, Centre for Wildlife Studies and Wildlife 
Conservation Society, India. Future for Nature 2019 
Award awarded by Future for Nature foundation celebrates 
tangible achievements in protecting wild animal and plant 
species. 
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Dolby Theatre, in Los Angeles, California.  The Oscars 
Awards also known as Academy Awards honour artistic 
and technical merit in the film industry. 
The awards are given by the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
(AMPAS), to recognize excellence in 
cinematic achievements as assessed by the 
Academy’s voting membership.

META Lifetime Achievement Award

Eminent Indian 
playwright Mahesh 

Elkunchwar has been 
chosen for META 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award 2019. The award 
would be conferred 
on March 12 during 
the Mahindra Theater 
Festival.  Mahesh 
Elkunchwar Mahesh Elkunchwar is regarded as one of the 
progressive playwrights of the country and is critically-
acclaimed and widely-known for having experimented 
with a wide range of drama and is considered a powerful 
force in both Indian and Marathi theatre scene.  Mahesh 
Elkunchwar is also a recipient of the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi Fellowship. He has over 30 plays and essays to 
his credit including works like ‘Sultan’, ‘Holi’, ‘Garbo’, 
‘Yatanaghar’, and ‘Atmakatha’.  
The Mahindra Excellence in Theatre Awards (META) 
is aimed at applauding the finest in theatre. The META 
awards were instituted by the Mahindra 
Group with the objective of becoming a 
significant platform for celebrating this 
art.  META recognizes theatre’s varied 
elements like playwriting, set, costume and 
light designing, direction and performance.

Pritzker Prize 2019

Japanese Architect 
Arata Isozaki has 

received the Pritzker 
Prize 2019. He is the 
46th laureate and eighth 
architect from Japan to 
win the Pritzker Prize. 
Arata Isozaki will be 
awarded the prize of 
$100,000 (£76,000) 
and a bronze medallion in May at a ceremony at the 
Château de Versailles in France.  Some of his major works 

The Supreme Court appointed its former judge, Justice D K Jain as the first ombudsman for the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI).

Reward and fund individuals for their outstanding efforts in 
the protection of species of wild animals and 
plants. Stimulate Award winners to sustain 
their dedicated work. Help winners to raise 
their profile, extend their professional 
network and strengthen their funding basis.

91st Oscar Awards

The Oscar Award 
list for the year 

2019 is listed below:  

Documentary (Feature) 
— Jimmy Chin 
and Elizabeth Chai 
Vasarhelyi, Free Solo. 
Actress in a Supporting 
Role — Regina King, If 
Beale Street Could Talk. 
Cinematography — Alfonso Cuarón, Roma. 
Foreign Language Film — Alfonso Cuarón, Roma. 
Actor in a Supporting Role —Mahershala Ali, Green Book. 
Animated Feature Film — Spider-Man: Into the Spider-
Verse, Bob Persichetti, Peter Ramsey, Rodney Rothman. 
Animated Short Film — Domee Shi, Bao. 
Documentary Short Subject — Rayka Zehtabchi and 
Melissa Berton, Period. End of Sentence.
Live Action Short Film — Guy Nattiv and Jamie Ray 
Newman, Skin. 
Best Original Screenplay — Nick Vallelonga, Brian 
Currie, Peter Farrelly, Green Book. 
Best Adapted Screenplay — Spike Lee, Sean McKittrick, 
Jason Blum, Raymond Mansfield, Jordan Peele, 
BlacKkKlansman. 
Original Score — Ludwig Goransson, Black Panther. 
Original Song — Lady Gaga, Mark Ronson, Anthony 
Rossomando, and Andrew Wyatt, “Shallow,” A Star Is 
Born. 
Best Actor in a Leading Role — Rami Malek, Bohemian 
Rhapsody. 
Best Actress in a Leading Role — Olivia Colman, The 
Favourite. 
Best Director — Alfonso Cuarón, Roma. 
Best Picture — Green Book. 
The 91st Academy Awards ceremony, honouring the best 
films of 2018, was held on February 24, 2019, at the 
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and developmental work in India.  The prize is awarded 
each year on the National Science Day by the by the 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) for 
conspicuously important and outstanding contributions 
to human knowledge and progress, made through work 
done primarily in India during the five years.  Prize 
comprising of a citation, a cash award of Five Lakh rupees 
and a plaque is given to the research in the following 
disciplines viz. Biological Sciences, Chemical Sciences, 
Medical Sciences, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematical Sciences, Engineering 
Sciences and Earth, Atmosphere, Ocean 
and Planetary Science.  Any citizen of 
India engaged in research in any field of 
science and technology up to the age of 45 
years is eligible to be nominated.

Yashwantrao Chavan National 
Award 2018

Raghuram Rajan, 
former governor 

of RBI has been chosen 
for the ‘Yashwantrao 
Chavan National Award 
2018’ by Yashwantrao 
Chavan Prathisthan 
for his contribution to 
economic development. 
Raghuram Rajan has been presented with the award at the 
106th birth anniversary of Yashwantrao Chavan on March 
12.  Raghuram Rajan is credited with steering Indian 
economy during turbulent times during the post-global 
financial crisis period. He is credited for positioning 
Indian currency as among the best-performing emerging 
markets amid a global currency rout against the dollar as 
emerging markets witness a major capital flight not seen 
since the collapse of Lehman Brothers in 2008. During 
his tenure in RBI, he oversaw some key reforms in 
monetary policy management and in the administration 
of the central bank.  Raghuram Rajan had also served as 
the chief economist of IMF and had famously predicted 
the 2008 financial crisis in 2005.  
After the death of Yashwantrao Chavan, Yashwantrao 
Chavan Prathisthan was constituted by his followers and 
associates to take forward his works.  Yashwantrao Chavan 
was the first Chief Minister of State of Maharashtra and 
has also served as Deputy Prime Minister of India in the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Charan Singh between 1979-
1980.  Born on 12 March 1913 in Devrashtre village of 
Satara District of Maharashtra, Yashwantrao Chavan 
was largely influenced by the Indian freedom struggle 

include Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, 
Palau Saint Jordi indoor sporting arena in Barcelona, 
he Allianz Tower in Milan, Italy, Qatar’s National 
Convention Centre, Kitakyushu’s Central Library in 
Japan, Thessaloniki concert hall’s second auditorium, 
M2, in Greece, Nara Centennial Hall in Japan etc. Pritzker 
Prize is an annual award to honour a living architect or 
architects whose built work demonstrates a combination 
of those qualities of talent, vision, and commitment, which 
has produced consistent and significant contributions to 
humanity and the built environment through the art of 
architecture.  The award constituted by Pritzker family of 
Chicago through their Hyatt Foundation in 1979. is often 
referred to as “architecture’s Nobel” and “the profession’s 
highest honour.”  Earlier awardees of the 
coveted prize include India’s Balkrishna 
Doshi, Jorn Utzon who designed the 
Sydney Opera House, Oscar Niemeyer of 
Brazil and the British-Iraqi designer, Zaha 
Hadid.

Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Awards

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 

conferred Shanti 
Swarup Bhatnagar 
Prizes for the years 
2016, 2017 and 2018 in 
New Delhi. Addressing 
the gathering the Prime 
Minister asked the 
scientific community 
to take advantage of the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
and develop technologies that will make India a global 
hub for manufacturing, knowledge and technology-based 
industries.  Eleven scientists including Dr Rishikesh 
Narayan of Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru and 
Dr Amalendu Krishna of Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research, Mumbai were awarded the Shanti Swarup 
Bhatnagar Prize for 2016.  Ten scientists including Dr 
Deepak Gaur of Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi 
and Dr S Suresh Babu of Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
were given the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize for 2017. 
Thirteen scientists including Dr Amit Kumar of IIT, 
Delhi and Dr Nitin Saxena, IIT, Kanpur were awarded 
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize for 2018. Shanti Swarup 
Bhatnagar Prize for Science and Technology was 
instituted in the year 1957, in the memory of late Dr (Sir) 
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar, the founder director of the 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research(CSIR). It 
is the most coveted national recognition bestowed upon 
young scientists and engineers to honour their research 

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has launched 12th edition of 'Aero India-2019' at Yelahanka Air 
Force station in Bangalore.
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movements. He had participated in the Non-cooperation 
movement and Quit India movement. During the course 
of time, he become closely associated with leaders 
like  Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel. 
After Independence, he held several 
important positions in the government of 
Maharashtra and in the government of 
India. Yashwantrao Chavan died of a heart 
attack on 25 November 1984.

Chameli Devi Jain Award 2018

The bilingual 
correspondent with 

the BBC Priyanka Dubey 
has been named for the 
Chameli Devi Jain Award 
for an Outstanding 
Woman Journalist for 
the year 2018.  The 
jury honoured Priyanka 
Dubey for her multi-
faceted, investigative and interrogative reportage which 
took up the burning and complex social and political 
issues and uncovering the reality underlying them 
showing them to be layered, complex, and variegated.  The 
Chameli Devi Jain Award awards women journalists for 
their exceptional contribution to the cause of journalism 
upholding standards of excellence through a sustained 
body of work.  The Chameli Devi Jain Award named 
after the freedom fighter, Chameli Devi Jain who held 
demonstrations against the foreign goods 
on the call of Gandhiji and got arrested. 
She was Gandhian and spun chakra. She 
would attend meetings with other women 
on matters of community reform, like 
widow remarriage.

Vyas Samman            

Hindi writer 
Leeladhar Jagudi 

will be honoured with 
the Vyas Samman 
2018 by the KK Birla 
Foundation for his 
collection of poems 
“Jitne Log Utne Prem”.

The Vyas Samman, 
started in 1991 is given to an “outstanding literary work” 
in Hindi authored by an Indian citizen which has been 
published in the last decade. The award carries an amount 
of `4 lakh.

The book, published in 2013 was selected by a Chayan 
Samiti presided over by litterateur Dr. Vishwanath Prasad 
Tiwari.
Born in Dhangal village in Tehri Garhwal, Uttarakhand, 
Mr. Jagudi was awarded the Padma Shri 
in 2004 apart from other awards, including 
the Sahitya Akademi Award, Akashvani 
National Award, Uttar Pradesh Hindi 
Institute and Uttarakhand Gaurav Samman.

Abel Prize

The Norwegian 
Academy of 
Science and 

Letters has decided to 
award the Abel Prize 
for 2019 to Karen 
Keskulla Uhlenbeck of 
the University of Texas 
at Austin, USA “for her 
pioneering achievements in geometric partial differential 
equations, gauge theory and integrable systems, and for 
the fundamental impact of her work on analysis, geometry 
and mathematical physics.”  His Majesty King Harald V 
will present the Abel Prize to the laureate at the award 
ceremony in Oslo on the 21st of May.
Uhlenbeck is a mathematician, but she is also a role model 
and a strong advocate for gender equality in science and 
mathematics. As a child, she loved reading and dreamed of 
becoming a scientist. Uhlenbeck is Visiting Senior Research 
Scholar at Princeton University as well as Visiting Associate 
at the Institute for Advanced Study (IAS). She is one of the 
founders of the Park City Mathematics Institute (PCMI) at 
IAS, which aims to train young researchers and promote 
mutual understanding of the interests and challenges in 
mathematics.    She is also the co-founder of the Institute’s 
Women and Mathematics program (WAM), created in 1993 
to recruit and empower women to lead in mathematics 
research at all stages of their academic careers.
Uhlenbeck developed tools and methods in global analysis, 
which are now in the toolbox of every geometer and analyst. 
Her work also lays the foundation for contemporary 
geometric models in mathematics and physics.  The Abel 
Prize recognizes contributions to the field of mathematics 
that are of extraordinary depth and influence. It is presented 
annually in Oslo by His Majesty King 
Harald V, and is administered by the 
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters 
on behalf of the Norwegian Ministry of 
Education and Research.  The prize amount 
is NOK 6 million.



19

oBItUaRY

MAY 2019  MICA

Manohar Parrikar

Goa Chief Minister and 
former Union Defence 

Minister, Manohar Gopalkrishna 
Prabhu Parrikar passed away on 
March 17, 2019 after battling 
with pancreatic cancer. He was 
63.  Earlier in February 2018, 
Parrikar was diagnosed with 
advanced pancreatic cancer and 
had been in and out of hospital 
in Goa, Mumbai, Delhi and New 
York since then. He was constantly seen wearing medical 
paraphernalia, a nasogastric tube.  The Goa Government 
declared one-day holiday and seven-day mourning for 
Parrikar.

He continued to serve in the office despite his illness and 
mostly operated from his private residence. It was during 
his illness, he presented the Goa Budget 2019-20.  He is 
survived by his two sons, Utpal and Abhijat. Parrikar’s 
wife too succumbed to cancer while he was an MLA in 
2000.

About Manohar Parrikar  

 # Born on 13 December 1955, Parrikar did his 
graduation in metallurgical engineering from IIT 
Bombay in 1978.  

 # Parrikar debuted in Goa Assembly by winning Panaji 
seat as a member of BJP  in November 1994.  

 # In October 2000, he became the first IITian to be 
elected as the Chief Minister of Goa.  

 # In 2001, he was awarded the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award by IIT Bombay, following which 
he announced the cyberage scheme in the state to 
provide free computers to higher secondary school 
students.  

 # He served as Defence Minister from 2014-17 on the 
invitation of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. During 
his stint as Defence Minister, Indian Army carried 
out surgical strikes across LoC after Pakistani 
terrorists killed 19 soldiers at Uri on September 18, 
2016.  

 # However, he returned to State politics in March 2017 
as the Goa Chief Minister for the fourth time in his 
political career to lead a coalition government of 
distinct parties and independents headed by the BJP.  

 # He represented the Panaji constituency in the 
Legislative Assembly of Goa.

Valmiki Mehta

Justice Valmiki Mehta, judge 
of Delhi High Court, passed 

away.
Born on June 6, 1959 in Mumbai, 
Justice Mehta had completed his 
schooling in Vishakhapatnam 
and did graduation in B.Com (H) 
from Sri Venkateshwara College, 
Delhi University (DU) and LLB 
from Campus Law Centre in DU. 
He enrolled with the Delhi Bar 
Council in 1982 and started practising.
Justice Mehta is survived by his wife, two sons and two 
daughters-in-law.
Justice Mehta's son Tanmay Mehta is married to Chief 
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi's daughter.
Justice Mehta had practised in Delhi High Court, district 
courts and various tribunals in civil matters and was 
designated as a senior advocate in 2001 at the age of 42 
years.
He had assumed office as Additional Judge, Delhi High 
Court on April 15, 2009.

Yannis Behrakis                      

Reuters Pulitzer award-
winning photographer, 

Yannis Behrakis, died. He was 
58.
After joining the news wire 30 
years ago, Behrakis covered 
many of the most tumultuous 
events around the world, 
including conflicts in Afghanistan 
and Chechnya, a huge earthquake 
in Kashmir and the Egyptian 
uprising of 2011.
In the process, he won the respect of both peers and rivals 
for his skill and bravery. He also led a team to a Pulitzer 
Prize in 2016 for coverage of the refugee crisis.
Colleagues who worked with him in the field said Reuters 
had lost a talented and committed journalist.
“It is about clearly telling the story in the most artistic way 
possible,” veteran Reuters photographer Goran Tomasevic 
said of Behrakis’ style.
“You won’t see anyone so dedicated and so focused 
and who sacrificed everything to get the most important 
picture.”

Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan laid the foundation stone of HPCL's LPG bottling plant at 
Rayagada in Odisha.
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That dedication was striking. His friend and colleague of 
30 years, senior producer Vassilis Triandafyllou, described 
him as a “hurricane” who worked all hours of the day and 
night, sometimes at considerable personal risk, to get the 
image he wanted.
When Behrakis wasn’t absorbed in work, he was warm, 
funny and larger than life. He could also be fiery.

Bharat Mohan Adhikari

Former Deputy Prime Minister 
and senior Communist leader 

of Nepal Bharat Mohan Adhikari 
has passed away. He was 83.
Adhikari, who also served as 
Finance Minister, died while 
undergoing treatment at Hams 
hospital in Kathmandu, according 
to party sources.
He was admitted to the hospital 
for treatment three weeks ago 
following problems in chest and lungs. Earlier on Saturday 
evening, the hospital had issued a statement saying Adhikari 
had developed symptoms of multiple organs failure.
A three-time minister, Adhikari also led the Ministry of 
Labour and Transport Management and Ministry of Law, 
Justice and Parliamentary Affair once each.
Adhikari was deputy prime minister in the coalition 
government, which was thrown out in a coup by then 
King Gyanendra Shah in 2005. He is remembered for his 
first stint as finance minister in the first Communist-led 

government in 1995 led by Man Mohan Adhikari, his elder 
brother.
Born in 1936 at Bhawarpurna VDC in Mahottari district, 
Adhikari joined Communist politics during his student life, 
though he wasn't a full time cadre. 

Maate Mahadevi

Maate Mahadevi, a 
prominent woman pontiff 

of Lingayat community, died. He 
was 74.
She was at the forefront of the 
movement demanding separate 
religion status for the Lingayat 
community that erupted in the 
state in 2017-18.
Manipal Hospitals Chairman Dr 
H Sudarshan Ballal said Maate 
Mahadevi, 74, was critically ill and admitted on March 8 at 
Manipal Hospitals. She died at 4.45 pm, he added.
She had prolonged renal illness and was on advanced life 
support system since admission, Ballal said in a statement.
"She required multiple organ and life support including 
ventilation, BP support and dialysis. Her condition was 
extremely critical and she was receiving broad-spectrum 
antibiotics for sepsis," he said.
Installed as 'Jagadguru' in the 1970s, Maate Mahadevi 
launched several educational and religious institutions and 
published several books.

ICC has banned UAE-based coach Irfan Ansari for 10 years after he was found guilty of making a 
“corrupt approach” to Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed in 2017.
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It has many features of stealth fighter aircraft. Its radar 
cross section is very less compared to other aircrafts like 
MiG-29, F-16 due to its small size and extensive usage 
of carbon composites.  It incorporates a glass cockpit in 
which the pilot is fed with real-time information. It also has 
open architecture software for avionics which can be easily 
updated as and when required.  Range It has a limited reach 
of little over 400-km and will be mainly used for close 
air-to-ground operations (unlike Russian-origin Sukhoi-
30MKIs or Rafale which have deep strike capability into 
enemy territory due to their long range).  
It can fire air-to-air missiles, carry bombs and precision 
guided ammunition. DRDO has successfully test fired Tejas 
with different kinds of weaponry and missiles including 
R-73 air-to-air missile, bomb dropping (including laser-
guided bombs). DRDO also plans test firing of indigenous 
Astra missile from the Tejas.  Operations LCA Tejas had 
commenced operations from Sulur Air Force Station in 
Tamil Nadu in July 2018, two years after it was formally 
inducted into IAF. The fighter jet is part 
of ‘Flying Daggers’ of 45 Squadron of 
IAF. Southern Air Command based in 
Kerala capital Thiruvananthapuram has 
been entrusted with the responsibility of 
integrating fighter aircraft in IAF’s concept 
of operations.

Mahatma Gandhi Scholarships to Sri 
Lankan students      21 Feb' 19

150 
students of Srilanka 
from all 25 districts 
were awarded the 
prestigious Mahatma 
Gandhi scholarships 

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

EVM is ‘information’ under 
RTI Act: CIC.

National Water Awards 
2018 Presented.

National Common Mobility 
Card Launched.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a bust of Mahatma Gandhi at Yonsei University in Seoul, 
South Korea.

LCA Tejas gets Final Operational 
Clearance      21 Feb' 19

The Indian Air 
Force (IAF) 
has received 

the Final Operational 
Clearance (FOC) 
standard certification 
for Light Combat 
Aircraft (LCA) 
Tejas from Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). The 
DRDO’s FOC certification testifies the combat-readiness 
of Tejas.  The Centre for Military Airworthiness and 
Certification (CEMILAC) is a DRDO laboratory authorised 
to certify military aircraft and airborne systems. To get 
the final operational clearance, the aircraft must have 
battle-time capabilities of mid-air refuelling, AESA radar, 
electronic warfare suites, a variety of bombs and weapons, 
among others.  LCA Tejas is lightweight single-seat multi-
role jet fighter powered by a single engine. It has tailless and 
compound delta wing design made entirely of composite 
structures. It is pegged as the world’s smallest and lightest 
supersonic fighter aircraft in its class.  LCA Tejas is first 
advanced fly-by-wire Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 
designed, developed and manufactured indigenously by 
state-owned Hindustan Aeronautical Limited (HAL) and 
Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) as part of LCA 
programme, started in the 1980s to replace India’s ageing 
MiG-21 fighters. It was named ‘Tejas’, which means 
‘radiance’, by former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.  

LCA Tejas is equipped with the quadruplex digital fly-by-
wire flight control system to ease handling by the pilot. 
It also has a digital computer-based attack system and 
autopilot mode. It is also equipped with the satellite-aided 
Inertial Navigation System.  
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Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu, inaugurated the 4th India-
ASEAN Expo and Summit 2019 in New Delhi.

for study in India. The Scholarships were awarded by Sri 
Lankan Education Minister Akila Viraj Kariyawasam and 
Indian High Commissioner Taranjit Singh Sandhu at a special 
ceremony in Colombo. The Mahatma Gandhi Scholarships 
are merit-cum-means based Scholarship instituted in 2006-
07 for Sri Lankan students and is awarded annually by the 
High Commission of India in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Education of Sri Lanka.  Recipients of the Mahatma 
Gandhi Scholarships receive cash assistance during their two 
years of Advanced Level studies. The High Commission of 
India has increased the scholarship amount from Rs. 2,000 
to 2,500 per month from 2015-16 onwards and accordingly; 
this year’s awardees will receive Rs. 30,000 annually during 
their two years of ‘Advanced Level studies. The Mahatma 
Gandhi Scholarship has benefitted more than 1,100 
meritorious students since its inception in the year 2006.  
Other Initiatives of India to boost the Education in Sri Lanka 
India and Sri Lanka have a robust relationship and India is 
taking giant steps to help the education sector of Sri Lanka. 
They include:  India is constructing new classrooms in 27 
schools in the North. India handed over the largest University 
Auditorium in Sri Lanka in the University of Ruhuna, in the 
South. India has provided assistance for the new trilingual 
school in Polonnaruwa and Saraswathy College Kandy. 
The government of India is also providing opportunities to 
young Sri Lankans to study in reputed Indian Institutions 
of higher education through more than 270 
scholarships per year, besides providing 
370 short-term training slots every year to 
working professionals from Sri Lanka under 
ITEC programme.

HRD Minister launches Operation 
Digital board      21 Feb' 19

Union Human 
R e s o u r c e 
Minister, Shri 

Prakash Javadekar 
launched Operation 
Digital Board to 
leverage technology 
to boost quality 
education in the 
country. Operation Digital Board (ODB) is a revolutionary 
step which will make both learning as well as the teaching 
process interactive and popularize flipped learning as a 
pedagogical approach. 
The features of the programme are:  

Operation Digital Board has been launched on the lines of 
Operation Blackboard to provide better digital education 

in schools. Under Operation Digital Board seven lakh 
classrooms of 9th, 10th and 11th standards and two lakh 
classrooms of colleges and Universities will be equipped 
with digital boards in the next three years. The initiative 
is aimed at improving the quality of education and offer 
new opportunities and new ways of teaching and learning. 
Together with converting classrooms into digital classrooms 
and providing e-resources to students, the Operation Digital 
Board will aid in the provisioning of personalised adaptive 
learning as well as Intelligent Tutoring by exploiting 
emerging technologies like Machine Learning, Artificial 
Intelligence & Data Analytics. UGC will 
be the implementing agency for ODB in 
Higher Education institutions. The central 
government will implement the scheme 
in the schools in association with state 
government.

4th India-ASEAN Expo Summit 
21 Feb' 19

The 4th India-
ASEAN Expo 
and Summit 

was inaugurated 
by Union Minister 
for Commerce and 
Industries, Suresh 
Prabhu. The summit 
was held between 
21-23 February 2019 
in New Delhi.  The India-ASEAN Expo Summit was 
organised with FICCI to carry forward the momentum and 
to further strengthen India-ASEAN relations under the Act-
East Policy. 
The Summit aims to provide a platform for the policy 
makers, industry captains and business leaders to come 
together and forge a common vision for India and ASEAN’s 
mutual growth and progress. The Expo Summit provides 
a platform for buyer-seller meetings to provide business 
leaders with an opportunity to closely interact with their 
counterparts and consolidate B2B and B2G relations. The 
summit will host various Plenary Sessions on sectoral 
engagements with ASEAN which will be attended by the 
Ministers and other eminent delegates from ASEAN and 
India.  
ASEAN or Association of South East Asian Nations is an 
association of nations brought into existence on August 8, 
1967, after ASEAN declaration (also known as Bangkok 
declaration).  Founder countries of ASEAN were Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Singapore, Philippines and Thailand. Later the 
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body expanded with the joining of 5 more 
nations Brunei Darussalam, Lao PDR, 
Cambodia, Myanmar and Vietnam and 
Cambodia did the latest entry into the group 
in 1999.

India-Saudi Arabia bilateral Meeting      
22 Feb' 19

India and Saudi 
Arabia held a 
bilateral meeting 

on the sidelines of 
the visit of Saudi 
Arabia’s Crown 
Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman to India. 
Affirming that 
extremism and terrorism threaten all nations, India and 
Saudi Arabia rejected any attempt to link this universal 
phenomenon to a particular race, religion or culture. Without 
naming Pakistan the joint statement said that nations should 
renounce the use of terrorism as an instrument of state 
policy. Constitution of a ‘comprehensive security dialogue’ 
at the level of national security advisor and setting up of 
a joint working group on counter-terrorism. Saudi Arabia 
reiterated its commitment to meeting India’s growing needs 
for crude oil and petroleum products and substitute for any 
shortages that may arise as a result of disruptions from other 
sources without naming Iran. Saudi Arabia also increased 
India’s Haj quota by about 25,000. India’s Haj quota now 
stands at 2 lakh. Saudi Arabia has already invested $44 
billion in India since the PM’s visit in 2016 and they see an 
investment opportunity of worth $100 billion in sectors like 
energy, petrochemicals and manufacturing.  
Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin Salman 
condemned the recent terrorist attack 
on Indian security forces in Pulwama in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

PM unveils bust of Mahatma Gandhi 
at Yonsei University in Seoul 

22 Feb' 19

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
unveiled a bust 

of Mahatma Gandhi at 
Yonsei University in 
Seoul. The President 
of the Republic of 
Korea, Mr. Moon Jae-

in, First Lady of the Republic of Korea, Kim Jung-sook, and 
former Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-
moon, were present on the occasion.
This event was special because this marks the 150th birth 
anniversary of Bapu. Yonsei University is among the most 
prestigious universities in South Korea. Mahatma Gandhi 
is revered in South Korea as an icon of world peace.
India and South Korea signed six agreements to enhance 
cooperation in key areas, including infrastructure 
development, media, start-ups and combating trans-border 
and international crime.
Modi, who was on a two-day visit to South Korea to 
strengthen India's strategic ties with the country, was 
accorded an official reception at the Blue House, the 
executive office and official residence of the South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in here. He also met First lady Kim 
Jung-sook.

The memorandum of understandings (MoUs) were signed 
after the two leaders held "constructive" talks on enhancing 
bilateral cooperation in a number of areas including trade, 
investment, defence and security.

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar said that six documents between India and South 
Korea were signed/exchanged in the presence of the two 
leaders on cooperation in media, start-ups and police 
among others

An MoU was signed between Korean National Police 
Agency and the Ministry of Home Affairs to enhance 
cooperation between the law enforcement agencies of the 
two countries and combat trans-border and international 
crimes. Other agreements were related to expressways, 
broadcasting and stamps.

Modi is visiting South Korea on the 
invitation of President Moon. This is his 
second visit to the Republic of Korea since 
2015 and second summit meeting with the 
South Korean president.

President Approves Amendments to 
Indian Stamp Act 1899      22 Feb' 19

President Ram 
Nath Kovind 
has given 

the assent for the 
amendments to the 
Indian Stamp Act 
1899 introduced as 
part of the Finance 
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Union Minister of State for Food Processing Industries Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti inaugurated Sikaria 
Mega Food Park Pvt Ltd at Village Tulakona in Agartala.

Act 2019.  The proposed amendments were:  Creation 
of the legal and institutional mechanism to enable states 
to collect stamp duty on securities market instruments at 
one place by one agency (through the Stock Exchanges or 
Clearing Corporations authorised by the stock exchange 
or by the Depositories). A Mechanism for appropriate 
sharing the stamp duty with relevant state governments 
based on the state of domicile of the buying client. Creation 
of a Coordination Council comprising representatives 
from Union and States under Article 263 of the Indian 
Constitution tasked with the responsibility of making 
recommendations regarding review/revision of stamp duty 
rates. 
The duties levied by Maharashtra will be taken as a 
benchmark as the state of Maharashtra accounts for 70% 
of the total collection. The rates would be chosen in such 
a manner that it provides a revenue neutral position to the 
state governments while reducing the overall tax burden 
for investors. The stamp duty will have to be paid by either 
the buyer or seller of financial security, as against the 
current practice of levying the duty on both. Benefits of 
Proposed Amendments The amendments will rationalise 
and harmonise the system of levying stamp duty and 
help curb tax evasion. The cost of collection would be 
minimised while revenue productivity is enhanced. 
Further adoption of the centralised collection mechanism 
is expected to bring in not only more revenue but greater 
stability to the revenue collection by the 
states.  The amendments would further aid 
in developing equity markets and equity 
culture across the length and breadth of 
the country, ushering in balanced regional 
development.

Navy Drill of Iran Velayat 97 
22 Feb' 19

Iran concluded a 
three-day navy 
drill Velayat 97 

in a vast area of the 
Gulf and the Indian 
Ocean including 
a sensitive global 
shipping route. The 
three-day navy drill 
was held in the waters of Strait of Hormuz, Makran coast, 
Oman Sea and the north of the Indian Ocean, covering 
2 million square kilometres. The navy drill Velayat 97 
aims to evaluate the navy’s equipment, practice launching 
weapons and enable the troops to gain readiness for a real 
battle. The three-day drill will showcase Iran’s submarines, 

warships, helicopters and drones, according to the admiral. 
The drill also includes missile launches from the vessels. 
Will Velayat 97 further heighten the tensions? The Strait 
of Hormuz is a vital international transit route. American 
forces routinely pass this route and it has earlier witnessed 
some tense encounters between American and Iranian 
forces.  Iran’s show of military might through Velayat 97 
comes at a time of heightened tensions with Iran’s main 
regional rival Saudi Arabia and with the 
United States of America which last year 
withdrew from the 2015 nuclear deal 
with Iran and reimposed sanctions on the 
Islamic Republic.

EVM is ‘information’ under RTI Act: 
CIC      26 Feb' 19

The Central 
Information 
Commission 

(CIC) has ruled that 
the EVM machine is 
information under the 
Right to Information 
Act and directed the 
Election Commission 
of India (ECI) to respond to appellant who had sought an 
EVM.  
The applicant Rajaak Khan Haider had sought an 
EVM from the Election Commission. The Election 
Commission had rejected the application saying the 
EVMs held by it do not come under the definition of 
“information”.  The applicant had approached Central 
Information Commission with the argument that as per 
Section 2(f) and 2(i) of the RTI Act, the definition of 
‘information’ and ‘record’ also includes ‘any model 
or any sample’ held by a public authority, calling the 
rejection as wrong.  

The Information Commission even though upheld these 
arguments noted the contention of Election Commission 
of India that the software installed on these machines is 
an intellectual property of a third party, the disclosure of 
which would harm its competitive position. 

Section 8(1)(d) exempts information including commercial 
confidence, trade secrets or intellectual property, the 
disclosure of which would harm the competitive position 
of a third party unless the competent authority is satisfied 
that larger public interest warrants the disclosure of such 
information.  The CIC did not give any view whether it was 
upholding or rejecting the EC’s position on commercial 
confidence leaving a grey area.
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“VIVID-Vision Insight and Voices as India goes Digital”- the District Informatics Officer (DIO) meet 

was organised in New Delhi.

Highlights of the Ruling 

EVM can be demanded by an applicant from the Election 
Commission of India on payment of Rs 10. The Election 
Commission has to respond to an RTI application seeking 
the EVM either by providing it or refusing 
it under exemption clauses in the Act. 
The verdict of the Election Commission 
of India can be contested before the CIC, 
the highest adjudicating authority in RTI 
matters.

Fire at bandipur Tiger Reserve 
26 Feb' 19

A major fire has 
broken out in 
the Bandipur 

Tiger Reserve and 
National Park in 
C h a m a r a j a n a g a r 
District of Karnataka. 
Hundreds of acres of 
forest area have been 
destroyed in the fire and the fire has even spread to the core 
area.  Due to the fire at the core area, huge damage and loss 
to the wildlife are expected. The strong winds are further 
causing a hindrance in controlling the fire.  Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve and National Park Bandipur Tiger Reserve and 
National Park spread over an area of about 874.2 sq km 
is situated in the Chamarajanagar District of Karnataka. 
The National Park forms part of Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.  
Originally the Maharaja of Mysore created a sanctuary of 
90 km2 (35 sq mi) in 1931 and named it the Venugopala 
Wildlife Park. Later in the year 1973 Came into existence 
with an addition of nearly 800 km2 (310 sq mi) to the 
Venugopala Wildlife Park.  The Bandipur National Park is 
surrounded by the river Kabini in the north, River Moyar 
in the south and the River Nugu runs 
through the park. The Gopalaswamy Betta 
which is a Hindu pilgrimage centre and it 
also forms part of the National Park. the 
park has a variety of biomes including dry 
deciduous forests, moist deciduous forests 
and shrublands.

Prime Minister Inaugurates National 
War Memorial      26 Feb' 19

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 
National War Memorial adjoining the India Gate in 
New Delhi. The memorial honours the fallen soldiers 

after Independence.  

The memorial is 
spread over an area of 
approximately 40 acres. 
The memorial comprises 
four concentric circles, 
namely ‘Amar Chakra, 
Veerta Chakra, ‘Tyag 
Chakra’ and ‘Rakshak 
Chakra’. The memorial 
includes a central obelisk, 
an eternal flame and six bronze murals depicting famous 
battles fought by Indian Army, Air Force and Navy in 
Veerta Chakra gallery. 16 walls have been constructed in 
the Tyag Chakra for paying homage to the 25,942 battle 
casualties and their names have been inscribed on granite 
tablets arranged in a circular pattern, symbolizing the 
ancient Indian war formation ‘Chakravyuh’. The Rakshak 
Chakra the outermost one comprises of rows of more than 
600 trees with each tree representing many soldiers who 
guard the territorial integrity of the nation round the clock. 
The National War Memorial will have a new ‘eternal flame’, 
the existing eternal flame at the Amar Jawan Jyoti built in 
1972 in honour of soldiers who lost their lives in the 1971 
India-Pakistan war will continue as it is. Genesis of the 
National War Memorial India Gate itself is a war memorial 
built during the British Raj as the All India War Memorial 
Arch to honour the soldiers who died in the First World 
War (1914-1918) and the Third Anglo-Afghan War (1919). 
But there was no memorial to commemorate the sacrifice 
of fallen soldiers after independence. The proposal to set 
up a National War Memorial had been under consideration 
since the early 1970s. A Group of Ministers (GoM) in 
August 2012 recommended “C” Hexagon of India Gate as 
the appropriate location for the memorial. The project got 
sanctioned in on December 18, 2015, and actual work on 
it started in February 2018. The National War Memorial 
pays tribute to soldiers who laid down their lives defending 
the nation during the India-China war in 1962, Indo-Pak 
wars in 1947, 1965 and 1971, Indian Peace Keeping Force 
Operations in Srilanka and in the Kargil conflict of 1999. 
After the inauguration of the National War 
Memorial by the Prime Minister Rose 
petals were showered by IAF helicopters. 
a fly-past in ‘Missing Man’ formation was 
also part of the event.

National Water Awards 2018 
Presented      27 Feb' 19

The Union Minister for Water Resources, River 
Development, and Rejuvenation presented 82 
National Water Awards in 14 categories for the 
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14th Agricultural Science Congress has been started in New Delhi.

year 2018. The Union 
Minister of State for 
Water Resources, 
River Development, 
and Rejuvenation 
Arjun Ram Meghwal 
expressed his 
happiness over 
National Water 
Awards which have been resumed after a gap of 12 years 
and said that this is a very big step to spread awareness 
about water conservation. He urged the Ministry to hold 
National Water Awards every year. 
The National Water Awards were launched in the 
year 2007 by the Ministry of Water Resources. The 
objective of National Water Award is to encourage 
all stakeholder including the Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs), Gram Panchayats, Urban 
Local Bodies, Water User Associations, Institutions, 
Corporate Sector, Individuals etc. for adopting 
innovative practices of groundwater augmentation by 
rainwater harvesting and artificial recharge, promoting 
water use efficiency, recycling & re-use of water and 
creating awareness through people’s participation in 
the targeted areas resulting into the sustainability of 
groundwater resources development, adequate capacity 
building amongst the stakeholders etc.  
The awards are presented in 14 categories which include:  
Best State Normal Category Best State Special Category 
Best District Best Village Panchayat Best Municipal 
Corporation Best research/innovation/adaptation of new 
technology for water conservation Best educative/mass 
awareness efforts Best TV show for promoting water 
conservation Best Newspaper Best School Best Institution 
for successful campus water usage Best Resident Welfare 
Association (RWA) Organizations for Best Religious/
Recreational & Tourism Water Uses and Best Industry for 
industrial water conservation. The National 
Water Awards were instituted with the 
objectives of encouraging the stakeholders 
to adopt a holistic approach towards water 
resources management in the country.

Inland Waterways Authority of India 
and Indian Oil Sign MoU on Fuel 
Needs for National Waterways 

27 Feb' 19

Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) and 
Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) today for 

jointly developing infrastructure for fuels, lubricating oil, 
LPG, Natural Gas and any other related fuel and gas for 
meeting the requirement of National Waterways.
IWAI and IOCL have agreed to conduct techno-
economic feasibility studies for preparation of detailed 
land requirement, storage facilities and other supporting 
infrastructure with details of the cost. These studies will 
be based on the traffic potential, proximity to the local 
industries and waterways and its connectivity to rail 
heads.
IWAI will extend all necessary assistance in sharing 
information, providing necessary inputs and available 
data / information relating to National Waterways and its 
terminals with IOCL for implementing projects. IWAI 
will also provide land to IOCL on long term lease basis 
for developing facilities at existing terminals within 
the approved guidelines of land lease policy of the 
Government. 
As per National Waterways Act 2016, 106 new National 
waterways have been declared in addition to existing 5 
National Waterways. The development of new National 
Waterways is being taken up in a phased manner based 
on the feasibility reports and DPRs. Also, the capacity 
augmentation of NW-1 has been taken up under Jal Marg 
Vikas Project (JMVP) with the technical and financial 
assistance of the World Bank. Under the JMVP, multimodal 
terminals are being developed at Haldia, 
Sahibganj, Varanasi and Intermodal 
terminals are being developed at Ghazipur 
and Kalughat. Also, Least Assured Depth 
(LAD) will be provided between Haldia 
and Varanasi for safe navigation of vessels. 

Indian Air Force Strikes against Jaish-
e-Mohammed camps in Pakistan      

27 Feb' 19

The Indian 
Air Force 
(IAF) has 

struck against 
Jaish-e-Mohammed 
camp in Balakot of 
Pakistan occupied 
Kashmir in the pre-
dawn hours of 26th 
February 2019. The Mirage-2000 fighter jets were used 
to drop explosives on these training camps. A dozen 
Mirage-2000 fighter jets used to carry out the attack 
were escorted by four Sukhoi Su-30 aircraft.  Phalcon 
Airborne Warning and Control System of Israel and the 
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HRD Ministry launches SHREYAS 
Programme      28 Feb' 19

The Union 
M i n i s t e r 
of Human 

Resources and 
Development Prakash 
Javadekar launched 
the Scheme for Higher 
Education Youth in 
Apprenticeship and 
Skills (SHREYAS) programme to provide industry-specific 
apprenticeship opportunities to fresh graduates.
SHREYAS is a programme basket comprising 
of three initiatives of the HRD, Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship, and the Ministry 
of Labour and Employment. SHREYAS focussed 
towards students primarily from non-technical courses 
will introduce employable skills into their learning, 
promote apprenticeship as integral to education and 
also amalgamate employment facilitating efforts of the 
government into the education system. SHREYAS will 
provide a platform wherein educational institutions and 
industry would log in and provide their respective demand 
and supply of apprenticeship. The programme promotes 
apprenticeship as an important part of education and 
integrates the government’s employment building efforts 
into the education system. These apprenticeship courses 
will be available to them from academic year April-May, 
2019. SHREYAS is a major effort in the 
direction to make degree students more 
skilled, capable, employable and aligned 
to the needs of our economy so that they 
contribute to country’s progress and also 
obtain gainful employment.

HRD Launches STARS scheme on 
National Science Day      01 Mar' 19

The Union Human Resource Minister Prakash 
Javadekar launched the STARS scheme on 
National Science Day (28th February).  STARS is 

an acronym for Scheme for Translational and Advanced 
Research in Science to fund Science projects. The scheme 
will be implemented at the cost of Rs 250 crores. Under 
the scheme 500 science projects will be funded whose 
selection will be made based on competition. IISC will be 
the coordinator of the scheme. 
The National Science Day is celebrated on 28th February 
every year in the memory of Indian physicist and a Nobel 

indigenous Netra Airborne Early Warning and Control 
System Aircraft (AEW&C) aircraft were deployed to 
monitor the mission.  

A large number of JeM terrorists, trainers, senior 
commanders and groups of jihadis who were being 
trained for fidayeen action were eliminated. This facility 
at Balakot was headed by Maulana Yousuf Azhar (alias 
Ustad Ghouri), the brother-in-law of Masood Azhar, chief 
of JeM. Committed to taking all necessary measures to 
fight the menace of terrorism, India undertook this non-
military pre-emptive action was specifically targeted at the 
JeM camp. India has remained Pakistan of its commitment 
in January 2004 not to allow its soil or territory under its 
control to be used for terrorism against 
India and has urged Pakistan to live up to its 
public commitment by taking the follow-
up actions to dismantle all JeM and other 
camps and hold the terrorists accountable 
for the actions.

India successfully test-fires two Quick 
Reaction Surface-to-Air Missiles 

28 Feb' 19

India has successfully 
test-fired two 
indigenously developed 

Quick Reaction Surface-
to-Air missiles (QRSAM) 
from a test range off the 
Odisha coast.  QRSAM was 
test fired from a rotatable 
truck-based launch unit at 
Chandipur in Odisha’s Balasore district. The two missiles tested 
for different altitude and conditions successfully demonstrated 
robust control, aerodynamics, propulsion, structural performance 
and high manoeuvring capabilities.  

Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missiles The missile 
is an all-weather, all-terrain missile with electronic 
countermeasures against jamming by aircraft radars. 
QRSAM uses solid-fuel propellant and has a range of 
25-30 km. QRSAM has been developed by the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) in 
association with Bharat Electronics Limited and Bharat 
Dynamics Limited as a replacement to 
Osa-AK and Kvadrat missile systems. 
This was the third test firing of QRSAM. 
The first test firing was done on June 4, 
2017, and the second on July 14, 2018.

Third edition of Annual "Words in the Garden" festival, with the theme -- 'Bapu ki Dilli' was 
celebrated in New Delhi.
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The Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the “Waste to Wonder” Park in South Delhi.

laureate Sir C.V. Raman. The National Day of Science is 
celebrated on 28th February to commemorate the discovery 
of Raman Effect for which he was awarded Nobel Prize in 
the year 1930. The theme of the 2019 National Science Day 
is Science for people and people for science.  Raman Effect 
Raman Effect refers to the inelastic scattering of a photon 
by molecules which are excited to higher vibrational 
or rotational energy levels. Part of the light beam after 
passing through transparent medium gets scattered and 
the wavelength of these scattered rays is 
different from that of the incident rays of 
light. This phenomenon of scattering of 
light is termed as Raman Scattering and 
the cause of scattering is called the Raman 
Effect.

Vice President presents Kalam 
Innovation in Governance Award 

2019      01 Mar' 19

Vice President 
M Venkaiah 
Naidu presented 

Kalam Innovation in 
Governance Award 2019 
at the third edition of 
Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 
Summit on Innovation 
and Governance, in New 
Delhi.  Kalam Summit on Innovation and Governance 
Kalam Summit on Innovation and Governance is organised 
by the Kalam Centre to feature discussions and studies on 
various national and global examples of transformational 
governance for the betterment of the people.  The Summit 
is an international conclave of policymakers, civil service 
officers, NGOs, media and academia who are dedicated to 
the task of governance and its dimensions. The Summit 
is aimed at exploring how cutting edge technology, 
21st-century management and out-of-box thinking, can 
transform the role and impact of governance in India and 
across the world.

The Dr A. P. J. Abdul Kalam Award for Innovation in 
Governance will also be presented during the summit 
to individuals and institutions for their exemplary 
work in improving governance and delivering value 
to the citizens. The awards are given in the following 
categories:  Education Healthcare, Sanitation & Nutrition 
Security & Safety Environment Women & Child Welfare 
Banking, Economics & Finance Rural Development & 
Agriculture International Contribution Technology, IT & 
Enterprise Social Welfare Infrastructure Energy Media & 

Entertainment Innovation Kalam Centre 
stands to take forward the dreams of Dr 
Kalam, which he left behind for the nation 
and world – right up to his very final 
moment at IIM Shillong.

Mainamati Maitree Exercise 2019      
01 Mar' 19

Border Security 
Force (BSF) 
and Border 

Guards Bangladesh 
(BGB) concluded a 
three-day Mainamati 
Maitree Exercise 
2019 as a part of 
confidence-building 
measures between the two border guards.  The exercise 
was named after Mainamati hill range situated 8 km west 
of Comilla Township in Bangladesh, which is home to an 
ancient Buddhist archaeological site in the region. The 
exercise was held in areas near Srimantapur in Sipahijala 
district, bordering Comilla district of The objective of 
Mainamati Maitree Exercise 2019 was to plan and conduct 
anti-smuggling and anti-criminal activity related operations 
with an aim to achieve better joint operational efficiency 
and border management in the area. The exercise involved 
joint patrolling, anti-smuggling drills, simulated raids on 
suspected places in both the countries and checking of goods 
and identity at international check posts. After the Standoff 
between the Border Security Force (BSF) and Border 
Guards Bangladesh (BGB) around 31 Rohingya people who 
were found crossing the international border 
into Bangladesh in January, series of joint 
exercises and exchanges are being held in 
the Tripura-Bangla frontier as part of the 
confidence-building measure.

CCEA approves Pradhan Mantri JI-
VAN Yojana      02 Mar' 19

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has 
approved the “Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN (Jaiv Indhan- 
Vatavaran Anukool fasal awashesh Nivaran) Yojana” 

under the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas to provide 
financial support to Integrated Bioethanol Projects using 
lignocellulosic biomass and other renewable feedstock.  
Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN scheme aims to incentivise 2G 
Ethanol sector and support this nascent industry by creating 
a suitable ecosystem for setting up commercial projects and 
increasing Research & Development in this area. Under the 
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India and South Korea signed six agreements to enhance cooperation in key areas, including 

infrastructure development, media, start-ups and combating trans-border and international crime.

scheme  12 Commercial Scale and 10 demonstration scale 
Second Generation (2G) ethanol Projects will be provided 
with a Viability Gap Funding (VGF) support in two phases: 
Phase-I (2018-19 to 2022-23): Six commercial projects 
and five demonstration projects will be supported. Phase-
II (2020-21 to 2023-24): Six commercial projects and five 
demonstration projects will be supported. The ethanol 
produced by the scheme beneficiaries will be mandatorily 
supplied to Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) to further 
enhance the blending percentage under the ethanol blending 
programme. 
Objectives of the Scheme 

 # Accomplishing the Government of India vision to 
reduce import dependence by way of substituting 
fossil fuels with Biofuels. 

 # Meeting of the GHG emissions reduction targets 
through progressive blending/ substitution of fossil 
fuels. 

 # Addressing environmental concerns caused due to the 
burning of biomass/ crop residues & to improve the 
health of citizens. 

 # Augmenting the farmer’s income by providing 
them remunerative income for their otherwise waste 
agriculture residues. 

 # Creation of rural & urban employment opportunities 
in 2G Ethanol projects and Biomass supply chain. 
Complementing the Swacch Bharat Mission by 
supporting the aggregation of non food biofuel 
feedstocks such as waste biomass and urban waste. 

 # Indigenizing of Second Generation Biomass to Ethanol 
technologies. The government has set the target to 
achieve 10% blending percentage of Ethanol in petrol 
by 2022. 

 # The challenges like higher ethanol prices and 
simplification of the ethanol purchase system have 
become a hindrance. The highest ever 
ethanol procurement stood at around 
150 crore litres during 2017-18 which 
is sufficient for around 4.22% blending 
on Pan India basis.  

Department of Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities sets World 

Record      02 Mar' 19

The Department of Empowerment of Persons with 
Disabilities under the Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment has set a new world record. The 

department had undertaken the Modern Artificial Limbs 

(Legs) implantation in Gujarat’s Bharuch. The implantation 
was carried out for 260 people in record eight hours. This 
was the seventh world record set by the Department of 
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities.  Department 
of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities was created 
as a separate department on May 12, 2012, to give 
focused attention to Policy issues and meaningful thrust 
to the activities aimed at welfare and empowerment of the 
Persons with Disabilities. The department was renamed as 
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities 
on 08.12.2014.  The Department serves as a nodal agency 
for matters pertaining to disability and Persons with 
Disabilities including effecting closer coordination among 
different stakeholders: related Central Ministries, State/UT 
Governments, NGOs etc. in matters pertaining to disability.  
The vision of the Department of Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities is to build an inclusive 
society in which equal opportunities are 
provided for the growth and development 
of Persons with Disabilities so that they can 
lead productive, safe and dignified lives.

April 2019-March 2020 to be 
observed as Construction-Technology 

Year      03 Mar' 19

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
has declared 

‘April 2019-March 
2020’ as Construction-
Technology year 
at the Construction 
Technology India-2019 
Expo-cum-conference 
in New Delhi.  The declaration of Construction year aims 
to give the housing sector a new pace by using the latest 
technologies available in the world. The integration of 
modern technology to the housing sector would make the 
sector more dynamic and vibrant. India has even launched 
the Global Housing Technology Challenge to fast-track the 
construction of affordable housing and meet the target of 
constructing 1.2 crore houses by 2022. Government is also 
focussing on bringing systematic reforms to provide technical 
skills to the youth and making changes in engineering and 
technology curriculum. At the Construction Technology 
India-2019 Expo-cum-conference, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi also launched 
the GHTC-India mobile application, an 
interactive platform for all stakeholders for 
the exchange of knowledge on innovation 
and alternative housing technologies.
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Military Exercise Red Flag 2019 

concluded      04 Mar' 19

Red Flag 19 
military drill 
is being held 

in the US from March 
3 to 16. The exercise 
gives aircraft crews 
an opportunity to 
experience advanced, 
relevant, and realistic 
combat-like situations in a controlled environment to 
increase their survivability in actual combat operations.  
Exercise Red Flag Exercise Red Flag is an advanced aerial 
combat training exercise held several times a year by the 
United States Air Force. The exercise offers realistic air-
combat training for military pilots and other flight crew 
members from the U.S., NATO and other allied countries.  
Each year the exercise will be held at Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nevada.  The exercise began in the year 1975. The origin 
of the exercise is traced to the unacceptable performance of 
U.S. Air Force fighter pilots and weapon systems officers 
(WSO) in air combat manoeuvring (ACM) (air-to-air 
combat) during the Vietnam War.  Exercise Red Flag brings 
together aircrews from the United States Air Force (USAF), 
United States Navy (USN), United States 
Marine Corps (USMC), United States 
Army (USA) and numerous NATO and 
other allied nations’ air forces. In a typical 
Red Flag exercise, Blue Forces engage Red 
Forces in realistic combat situations.

PM lays foundation stone for AK-47 
rifle Manufacturing Unit      04 Mar' 19

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation 
stone for AK-47 rifles manufacturing unit at 
Amethi of Uttar Pradesh. On the occasion of laying 

foundation stone PM thanked Russian President Vladimir 
Putin for making the venture possible in such a short time.  
The message of the  Russian President Vladimir Putin 
read out by Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on the 
occasion.  
The rifles will be manufactures at Amethi as a joint venture 
between India and Russia. At Amethi Manufacturing 
facility, world-famous Kalashnikov assault rifles of the 
newest 200 series would be manufactured. This unit 
envisions full localisation of production over a period of 
time. This new Kalashnikov assault rifles will fulfil the 
needs of national security agencies in this category of 

small arms, resting upon advanced Russian technologies. 
The agreement for the joint venture was reached during 
the visit of President Putin to India last October. The rifle 
manufacturing unit at Amethi symbolises the military and 
technical cooperation between India and Russia which has 
been the key areas of the strategic partnership between 
Russia and India. Kalashnikov Rifles Kalashnikov Rifles 
also known as AK-47 rifles is 7.62×39mm assault rifle, 
developed in the Soviet Union by Mikhail Kalashnikov. 
The rifles were officially accepted to the  Soviet Armed 
Forces in the year 1949.  Even after seven decades, the 
model and its variants remain the most popular and widely 
used assault rifles in the world because 
of their substantial reliability under harsh 
conditions, low production costs compared 
to contemporary Western weapons, 
availability in virtually every geographic 
region and ease of use.

Abhinandan Vardhaman To be 
Awarded bhagwan Mahavir Ahimsa 

Puraskar      04 Mar' 19

Indian Air Force 
Wing Commander 
A b h i n a n d a n 

Vardhaman has been 
chosen for the first 
Bhagwan Mahavir 
Ahimsa Puraskar 
constituted by the 
Akhil Bharatiya 
Digambar Jain Mahasamiti.  The award which carries 
a cash prize of Rs. 2.51 lakh, a memento and a citation 
will be presented to  Abhinandan Vardhaman on April 17 
the Mahavir Jayanti.  Abhinandan Vardhaman a wing-
commander in the Indian Air Force shot into limelight in 
the ongoing bilateral tensions between Indian and Pakistan 
aftermath of the Pulwama terror attack.  After India’s 
airstrike aimed at destroying the Jaish-e-Mohammed camp 
in Balakot in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa of Pakistan, Pakistan 
retaliated with an intrusion into Jammu and Kashmir.  
Abhinandan Varthaman was flying  MiG-21 as a part of 
a sortie that was scrambled to intercept an intrusion by 
Pakistan Air craft. In the dogfight that followed,  he crossed 
into Pakistan territory wherein he was struck by missiles. 
Later he ejected and descended safely at 
the village of Horran in Pakistan Occupied 
Kashmir around 7 km from Line of Control. 
He was captured by the Pakistan Military 
and was later handed over to India.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi received the prestigious Seoul Peace Prize for 2018 for his 
contribution to international cooperation and fostering global economic growth.
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card.  National Common Mobility Card The National 
Common Mobility Card (NCMC) was envisaged as part 
of the National Urban Transport Policy (NUTP) in 2006 
by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. Referred 
to as ”One Nation One Card”, this inter-operable transport 
card would allow the holders to pay for their bus travel, toll 
taxes, parking charges, retail shopping and even withdraw 
money. 
It runs as on RuPay card and automates the fare collection 
system. This eliminates the need to carry change and cash 
while travelling in the metro, bus or train, or for toll and 
parking. The gate and reader prototype for the NCMC has 
been developed by government-owned Bharat Electronics 
Limited (BEL) in compliance with the Make in India 
initiative. 
These cards would be issued by all public and private 
banks the same way credit, debit, and prepaid cards are 
issued. NCMC provides a value proposition for customers 
as they need not carry multiple cards for different usage 
and the super-quick, a contactless transaction will improve 
the seamless experience. A pilot project for the NCMC 
ecosystem on January 31 with the Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation (DMRC).  
The first-level trials were successfully completed in 
collaboration with CDAC, BEL, National 
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), 
and State Bank of India. The NCMC 
was launched by the Prime Minister 
while inaugurating the first phase of the 
Ahmedabad metro train service.

India-bangladesh border along 
Dhubri comes under bOLD-QIT 

Surveillance      05 Mar' 19

Union Home 
M i n i s t e r 
R a j n a t h 

Singh inaugurated 
the BOLD-QIT 
Surveillance along 
Dhubri district in 
Assam on the India 
Bangladesh border.  
BOLD-QIT stands for Border electronically dominated 
quick response team interception technique. BOLD-QIT 
Surveillance is part of the Integrated Border Management 
System (CIBMS). 
BOLD-QIT project involves the data network generated by 
microwave communication along with other paraphernalia, 

Exercise Sampriti 2019 Concluded      
04 Mar' 19

Sampriti 2019, 
eight edition 
of India 

Bangladesh joint 
military exercise 
began on 3rd March 
2019. The joint 
exercise is aimed 
to increase mutual 
cooperation, bonhomie and camaraderie between the 
armies of India and Bangladesh.  Sampriti 2019 is hosted 
by Bangladesh at Tangail will be held till March 15. 
Bangladesh is represented by 36 East Bengal Battalion and 
India side is represented by 9th Battalion the Rajputana 
Rifles. The Sampriti 2019 will see contingents from both 
sides honing their tactical and technical skills in countering 
the insurgency, counter-terrorism and aiding civil authorities 
for disaster management in the UN Peacekeeping scenarios 
involving a combined deployment at a battalion level. 
The exercise is aimed at increasing mutual cooperation, 
bonhomie and camaraderie between the two armies 
through interoperability and joint tactical exercises. The 
military exercise Sampriti began in 2009 as a platoon-
level exercise and graduated to a company-level exercise 
in 2015 onwards. During the exercise, both sides will 
jointly train, plan and execute a series of well developed 
tactical drills for neutralisation of likely threats that may 
be encountered during simulated UN 
peace keeping operations.  During the joint 
military exercise experts from both sides 
also hold discussions to share each other’s 
experiences in varied topics for mutual 
benefits.

National Common Mobility Card 
Launched      05 Mar' 19

Prime Minister 
has launched 
a National 

Common Mobility 
Card (NCMC), which 
can be used to make 
payments across 
public transport 
anywhere in the 
country, including Metro, bus and suburban railways, 
for toll and parking, and for retail like any credit or debit 

Chennai Spartans defeated Calicut Heroes by 3-0 (15-11, 15-12, 16-14) to win the inaugural Pro 
Volleyball League title.
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day and night surveillance cameras, and intrusion detection 
system. These modern gadgets under BOLD-QIT provide 
feeds to the BSF control rooms on the border and enable 
BSF Quick Reaction Teams to thwart any possibility of 
illegal cross border crossing and crimes. It is in the region 
of the Dhubri Sector the river Brahmaputra enters into 
Bangladesh. This region comprises of vast char lands 
and innumerable river channels. This geography of the 
region makes the border guarding in the area a daunting 
task, especially during the rainy season.  Hence the 
technological intervention along with the 
physical presence of BSF was envisaged 
to thwart any possibility of illegal cross 
border crossing and crimes. BOLD-QIT 
Surveillance makes the border management 
system more robust.

GSI Sets Up 22 GPS Stations across 
Country      05 Mar' 19

The Geological 
Survey of 
India (GSI) 

has launched 22 
permanent global 
positioning system 
(GPS) stations across 
India to identify 
seismically hazardous 
zones and encourage mapping activities.  These 22 stations 
are part of the 35 stations planned by GSI to establish 
and maintain a network of continuously operating 35 
permanent GPS stations.  Bhuvisamvad is an app launched 
by the Ministry of Mines to facilitate interaction between 
geo-scientists and university and college students.  22 
GPS stations which has been inaugurated are based at 
Kolkata, Thiruvananthapuram, Jaipur, Pune, Dehradun, 
Chennai, Jabalpur, Bhubaneswar, Patna, Raipur, Bhopal, 
Chandigarh, Gandhinagar Vishakhapatnam, Agartala, 
Itanagar, Mangan, Jammu, Lucknow, Nagpur, Shillong 
and Little Andaman.  13 More Stations Would come up 
at Aizawl, Faridabad, Uttarkashi, Pithoragarh, Cooch 
Behar, Zawar, North Andaman, Middle Andaman, South 
Andaman, Ranchi, Mangalore, Imphal and Chitradurga. 
These stations are meant to delineate high strain zones 
for earthquake probability, determine a seismic motion 
on faults that may lead to a rupture and 
produce thematic maps with high positional 
accuracy.  Geological Survey of India (GSI) 
was established in 1851 primarily to find 
coal deposits for the Railways. 

National Annual Rural Sanitation 
Survey 2018-19      06 Mar' 19

The National 
Annual Rural 
S a n i t a t i o n 

Survey 2018-19 
was conducted by 
an Independent 
Verification Agency 
under the World 
Bank support project 
to the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen).  Findings 
of the Survey 93.1 percent of households in rural India 
have access to toilets during the survey period and 96.5 
per cent of those who had access to toilets uses them. 
The Survey re-confirmed the open defecation free (ODF) 
status of 90.7 per cent villages which were declared so by 
various districts and states and remaining villages also had 
sanitation coverage of about 93 per cent. 95.4 per cent of 
the villages surveyed were found to have minimal litter and 
minimal stagnant water. 
As per the data from the Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation which is the implementing ministry of Swacch 
Bharat Mission Gramin, about 500 million people have 
stopped defecating in the open. As a result, the number of 
people defecating in open is down from 550 million at the 
beginning of the programme to less than 50 million today.  
Under the Swacch Bharat Mission Gramin,  
9 crore toilets have been built across rural 
India under the Mission. Under the Mission 
over 5.5 lakh villages and 615 districts have 
been declared ODF, along with 30 ODF 
States and Union Territories.

India nominates Ramesh Chand 
to head Food and Agriculture 

Organisation      06 Mar' 19

India has nominated 
member of Niti 
Ayog, Ramesh 

Chandra to head 
Food and Agricultural 
Organisation. Ramesh 
Chand’s candidature 
is challenged by Qu 
Dongyu of China, Medi 
Moungui of Cameroon, Catherine Geslain-Laneelle of 
France and Davit Kirvalidze of Georgia.  To get elected to 
the post of Director-General of FAO, the candidate needs 

16th Russia-India-China (RIC) Foreign Ministerial Meeting will be held in Wuzhen, China.
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to secure a simple majority of the 194 members. The only 
Indian to head the FAO is Binay Ranjan Sen, who was the 
Director-General from 1956 to 1967.
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is a specialized 
agency of the United Nations which leads international efforts 
to defeat hunger. FAO aims to achieve food security for all 
and make sure that people have regular access to enough high-
quality food to lead active healthy lives.  Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) was established as the specialised agency 
in 1945 at the first session of the United 
Nations and the temporary headquarters of 
the FAO was located at Washington in the US 
and the headquarters was moved to Rome, 
Italy in the year 1951. 

Women Officers to get Permanent 
Commission in all 10 branches of 

Indian Army      07 Mar' 19

The Union Defence 
Ministry as 
announced that 

permanent commission 
will be granted for Women 
in all the 10 branches of 
Indian Army. The extension 
of Permanent Commission 
to Women will provide 
women with a career in the Army till their retirement. The 
Short Service Commission entails an opportunity to serve 
as a Commissioned Officer for 10/14 years. At the end of 10 
yrs, 3 options will be provided, either elect for a Permanent 
Commission or opt out or have the option of 4 years extension.  
The Ministry of Defence has announced that necessary 
steps have been initiated to ensure women who were earlier 
inducted for short service commission (SSC) will now be 
granted Permanent Commission in the Armed forces. The 
Women Officers will now get a permanent commission in 
branches such as signals, engineers, army aviation, army 
air defence, electronics and mechanical engineers, army 
service corps, army ordnance corps and intelligence. 
The Women Officers will be considered for grant of 
permanent commission based on suitability, merit and will 
be employed in various staff appointment. The extension 
of permanent commission for women will enable them to 
serve for a longer duration across all 10 branches and they 
will be able to pursue permanent careers in 
all branches of Indian Army. The Defence 
Ministry had earlier approved permanent 
commission for women in all branches of 
Air Force including fighter pilots.

PM inaugurates IOC’s Ennore LNG 
Import Terminal      08 Mar' 19

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Indian 
Oil Corporation’s (IOCs) LNG terminal at Ennore.  
LNG Terminal Ennore terminal is ambitious terminal 

for storage and re-gasification of imported LNG, built by 
the nation’s largest fuel retailer Indian Oil Corporation 
Limited (IOCL), at a cost of Rs 5,151 crore inside Kamaraj 
Port at Ennore. The project was commissioned by the IOC 
through its joint venture company IndianOil LNG Pvt Ltd. 
The capacity of the LNG terminal is 5-million tonnes per 
annum (MMTPA). The LNG terminal was commissioned 
through the shipload of LNG from Swiss trader, Gunvor 
carried from Qatar. Ennore LNG terminal is part of India’s 
plan to raise the share of natural gas in the country’s energy 
basket to 15 per cent by 2030 Together with associated 
pipeline infrastructure projects cumulatively accounts for 
Rs 9,000 crore. The imported LNG at the terminal will 
meet the requirements of Chennai Petroleum Corp Ltd, 
Madras Fertilisers Ltd, Tamil Nadu Petroproducts and 
Manali Petrochemicals Ltd together with catering to the 
requirements of the industries in Tamil Nadu and parts of 
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. IOC is laying a pipeline 
of 1244 Km for evacuation of gas from 
Ennore terminal. The pipeline passes 
through Manali-Thiruvallur-Puducherry-
Nagapattinam-Madurai-Trichy-Tuticorin-
Ramnathpuram and a separate line will go 
to Bengaluru through Hosur.

New Visually Impaired Friendly Coin 
Series      08 Mar' 19

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
has unveiled 

the new series of 
visually impaired 
friendly coins of 
various denominations.  
The coins are of 
denomination Rs. 1, 
Rs. 2, Rs. 5, Rs. 10 and Rs.20. Rs 20 coin, the first-ever coin 
offering in Rs 20 denomination, has been created in the shape 
of a 12-edged polygon with a design of grains to denote farm 
dominance of the nation. Other than Rs 20 coins others are 
in round shape. The new series of coins are characterized 
by the increasing size and weight from lower to higher 
denominations. The coins designed by the National Institute 
of Design has been produced by Security Printing and Minting 
Corporation of India Limited and the Finance Ministry. 

India and Sri Lanka signed an MOU to establish a business centre for Information Communication 
Technology (ICT) incubators in Jaffna.
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The face of the coin has the Lion Capitol of Ashoka Pillar 
with ‘Satyamev Jayate’ in Hindi inscribed below. The left 
periphery has the word ‘Bharat’ in Hindi and on the right 
periphery has the word “INDIA” in English. On the reverse 
denominational value “20” is inscribed in international 
numerals below the symbol of Rupee. The reverse side of 
the coin also has grains depicting the agricultural dominance 
on the left periphery of the coin. The top right and bottom 
right peripheries bear the word ‘Bees Rupaye’ in Hindi and 
“TWENTY RUPEES” in English. This new 
series of coins with various differentiating 
features will aid the visually impaired. 
These new coins will facilitate the visually 
impaired to do transactions with ease 
together with instilling confidence in them.

Agreement with Russia for Chakra III 
Submarines      08 Mar' 19

India and Russia 
have signed 
an agreement 

for the leasing of 
a nuclear-powered 
attack submarine 
for the Indian Navy 
for a period of 10 
years.  Russia will 
be delivering the Akula class submarine, to be known 
as Chakra III, to the Indian Navy by 2025. India had 
earlier leased two nuclear submarines from Russia. 
They are INS Chakra leased in 1988 under a three-year 
lease and second INS Chakra was taken on lease in 
2012 for a period of 10 years. Russia will lease Akula 
class submarine for the period of 10 years at the cost 
of USD 3 billion. Chakra III will be equipped with 
Indian communication systems and sensors, including 
the indigenously-developed USHUS integrated sonar 
system and Panchendriya sonar. Chakra III get a unified 
submarine sonar and tactical control system, which are 
already in use on the INS Arihant. The Chakra III will 
also get a refurbished hull. Chakra III weighing around 
8,140-ton will have a submerged speed of 30 knots and 
an operating depth of 530 meters and will be capable 
of carrying a crew of 73. Chakra III will also be loaded 
with four 650-millimetre and four 533-millimetre launch 
tubes for firing Type 65 and Type 53 torpedoes. Both 
of these torpedoes are made in Russia. Chakra III will 
be powered with 190 mW nuclear reactor. Addition of 
a nuclear-powered submarine is an attempt to bolster 
the naval prowess of the country as a counter to 
attempts being made by China to expand its influence 

in the Indian Ocean region. India has 
already commissioned French Scorpene 
submarine INS Kalvari and is in the 
process of inducting another French 
Scorpene submarine INS Khanderi.

Al Nagah III Joint Military Exercise      
10 Mar' 19

Al Nagah III 
is the third 
in the 

series of the bilateral 
joint exercise between 
India and Oman. It 
will be held between 
March 12 to March 25 
at Oman.  Al Nagah 
III Al Nagah III will be held at  Jabel Al Akhdar Mountains 
in Oman. The 14-day exercise will see both the armies 
exchanging expertise and experience in tactics, weapon 
handling and firing. The exercise is aimed to enhance 
interoperability in counterterrorist operations in semi-urban 
mountainous terrain. The Indian Army contingent is going 
to be represented by 10th Battalion of the Garhwal Rifles. 
Similar strength is also to be fielded by 
Jabel Regiment of Royal Army of Oman. 
Al Nagah I was held at Muscat, Oman in 
January 2015 and Al Nagah II at Himachal 
Pradesh, India in March 2017.  

President presents Nari Shakti 
Awards      10 Mar' 19

President Ram 
Nath Kovind 
presented the 

Nari Shakti awards, 
2018 on the occasion 
of International 
Women’s Day on 
8th March. Nari 
Shakti awards are the 
highest civilian honour for women in India.  44 Nari Shakti 
awards were presented for the year 2018 and the awardees 
include Scientists, entrepreneurs, environmentalists, 
social workers, farmers, artists, masons, a woman marine 
pilot, a woman commando trainer, journalists and film-
makers.  Nari Shakti Puraskar was also awarded to One 
Stop Centre of Lucknow and Tamil Nadu State Social 
Welfare and Nutritious Meal Department.  Tamil Nadu 
State Social Welfare and Nutritious Meal Department got 

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated an All India Radio FM Station at Nellore in Andhra 
Pradesh.
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the award for exceptional progress in improving child sex 
ratio at birth under the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme.  
One Stop Centres are established by the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development for violence affected 
women in all districts of the country. One Stop Centres 
provide 24×7 integrated services to women affected by 
violence under one roof, including handholding them in 
the filing of FIRs, providing them legal aid, medical aid, 
psycho-social counselling and temporary shelter up to 5 
days.  
Nari Shakti Awards Nari Shakti Awards, earlier known as 
Stree Shakti Awards was constituted by the government 
of India in the year 1991. Nari Shakti Awards provide 
an opportunity to understand the contribution of women 
in the building of society and the nation.  Nari Shakti 
Awards are conferred on eminent women and institutions 
rendering distinguished service to the 
cause of women especially belonging to 
the vulnerable and marginalized sections of 
the society by the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development. The recipients include 
both institutions and individuals.

PM Lays the foundation of Kashi 
Vishwanath Corridor      10 Mar' 19

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the foundation 
stone for the Kashi Vishwanath Corridor. The project 
envisions a massive makeover of the holy shrine 

and its surrounding areas. This massive makeover is the 
first after the 1780 AD when the Maratha queen Ahilyabai 
Holkar of Indore renovated the temple and the area 
surrounding it.  
The project also includes lodgings for priests, volunteers 
and pilgrims together with an enquiry centre to help the 
tourists about the city and its other places of attractions and 
amenities A massive auditorium for gatherings, meetings 
and temple functions. Food Street to serve tourists and 
pilgrims luscious Banarasi and Awadhi dishes. The total 
cost of the project is pegged at Rs 600 crore. 
The Kashi Vishwanath temple located on the left bank of 
the holy river Ganga is surrounded by narrow and small, 
claustrophobic lanes. As a result, it struggles to manage 
humongous crowds in its congested lanes during festive 
times, which is literally round the year. 
The corridor will ease the congestion and 
provide the pilgrims and travellers other 
amenities such as wider and cleaner roads 
and lanes, better lighting with bright street 
lights, and clean drinking water.

Seven Croreth LPG connection under 
PMUY Handed Over      10 Mar' 19

The Union 
Minister for 
Petroleum and 

Natural Gas Dharmendra 
Pradhan handed over 
the Seven Croreth LPG 
connection under the 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana (PMUY). The 
PMUY was launched by the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on 1st May 2016 with an initial target of five crore 
LPG connections, which was later revised upward to eight 
crores connections.  

Under this scheme, LPG connections will be provided to 
BPL families with a support of Rs.1600 per connection. 
The connection is provided in the name of the adult 
women of the family. Further, an option is provided to 
provide a loan at zero interest to bear the cost of the 
cooking stove and first refill which has to be paid by the 
beneficiary.  

Achievements:  

 # 7 crore LPG connections have been distributed over a 
span of 34 months. 

 # This comes down to around nearly 69 thousand 
connections are being released per day. 

 # 82 per cent PMUY beneficiaries are going for refilling 
their cylinder and average refilling is about 6.5 
cylinders per beneficiary. 

 # About 42 per cent of the total beneficiaries belong to 
the SCs and STs. 

 # World Health Organisation (WHO) has acknowledged 
the PMUY as ne of decisive interventions by the Indian 
government to address the indoor air pollution which 
accounts for nearly 10 lakh (1 million) deaths every 
year across India. 

 # Intitailly the beneficiaries under the scheme were 
identified through socio economic caste census, now 
all the poor of the country are now 
eligible to get PMUY connection. 
Further to give a fillip to the 
scheme 6800 new distributorships 
were given to strengthen rural LPG 
supply chain.

ISSF (International Shooting Sports Federation) World Cup 2019 started in New Delhi.
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Centre allows State Governments to 
put Enemy Properties to Public Use      

11 Mar' 19

The central 
g o v e r n m e n t 
has allowed the 

state governments to 
put enemy properties 
into public use. The 
central government 
has amended the 
guidelines for disposal 
of the Enemy Property Order, 2018, to facilitate usages of 
enemy property by the state government exclusively for 
public use. Enemy Properties Enemy properties are the 
properties of the people who migrated to Pakistan during 
partition and also to China after the Sino-India war in 1962. 
It is estimated that there are 9,280 such properties which 
were left behind by people who went to Pakistan and 126 
such properties were left by the Chinese nationals. Of the 
total properties left behind by those migrated to Pakistan, 
about 4,991 are located in Uttar Pradesh, the highest in 
the country and West Bengal has 2,735 such estates and 
Delhi 487. Of the total properties left by those left to China 
about 57 properties are located in Meghalaya, highest in 
the country. West Bengal has 29 such properties and Assam 
seven. 
The estimated value of all enemy properties 
is approximately Rs 1 lakh crore. The 
government had enacted the Enemy 
Property Act in 1968. 

Indigenously Developed Pinaka 
Guided Weapons System Successfully 

Test-Fired      12 Mar' 19

The indigenously 
developed Pinaka 
Guided Weapons 

System was successfully 
test fired at Pokhran 
desert in Rajasthan. The 
successful test trial gives 
a boost to the artillery 
capability of the Indian 
Army. Pinaka Guided Weapon System is equipped with 
a guidance kit comprising an advanced navigation and 
control system.  Pinaka Guided Weapons System Pinaka 
rocket systems are developed by Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO). The rocket system 
was named after Pinaka, the bow of Lord Shiva.  Pinaka 
was initially a 30 to 40 km range rocket. Its range was 
increased 70 to 80 km with Pinaka Mark II. Pinaka rockets 
were used in the Kargil War with Pakistan. With the 
increased range there came a need for a more accurate. To 
fulfil this requirement guided version of the Pinaka is being 
developed by DRDO.  Test Trail During the test trial, the 
Pinaka Guided Weapon System successfully impacted the 
intended targets with high precision and achieved desired 
accuracies. Telemetry systems were used to 
track and monitor the vehicle all through the 
flight path. The weapon systems impacted 
the intended targets with high precision and 
achieved desired accuracies.

Women in Politics: Statistics from Inter-
Parliamentary Union      14 Mar' 19

The statistics of the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
highlight the following aspects about the Women in 
Politics:  The percentage of female elected heads of 

state dropped from 7.2 per cent to 6.6 per cent from 2017 
to 2018. The percentage of female heads of government 
dropped from 5.7 per cent to 5.2 per cent from 2017 to 
2018. The global share of women in parliament increased by 
nearly one percentage point from 2017 to 2018 as compared 
24.3 per cent. It took 25 years to get to 24.3 per cent from 11 
per cent in 1995. The Inter-Parliamentary Union notes that 
despite some positive movement, the overwhelming majority 
of government leaders remain male and there has been a 
“serious regression” in the political power of women across 
the world in recent years.  Inter-Parliamentary Union Inter-
Parliamentary Union established in 1889 
is a global inter-parliamentary institution. 
Initially, the organization was for individual 
parliamentarians but has since transformed 
into an international organization of the 
parliaments of sovereign states.

First Workshop on India Energy 
Modelling Forum Held      15 Mar' 19

The NITI Aayog and the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) organized the 
first workshop on development of the India Energy 

Modelling Forum (IEMF), which has been envisaged as 
a pan-stakeholder platform for debating ideas, scenario-
planning & discussing the India's energy future.
The two-day workshop, being held with the support of 
the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL), was 
organized under the Sustainable Growth Pillar of the 

Justice Uma Nath Singh took oath as the First Lokayukta of Nagaland.
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India-U.S. Strategic 
Energy Partnership. 
The inaugural session 
of the workshop 
was chaired by Dr 
Rajiv Kumar, Vice-
Chairman, NITI 
Aayog and Mr Mark 
A. White, Mission 
Director, USAID India.
The IEMF seeks to provide a platform for leading 
experts and policy makers to study important energy and 
environmental issues and ensure induction of modelling and 
analysis in informed decision-making process. The Forum 
aims to improve cooperation and coordination between 
modelling teams, the Government of India, 
knowledge partners and think-tanks, build 
capacity of Indian institutions, and identify 
issues for joint modeling activities and 
future areas of research.

India, US to set up six nuclear power 
plants in India      15 Mar' 19

India and the 
United States 
have agreed to 

build six American 
nuclear power plants 
in India, in an effort 
to boost bilateral 
civil nuclear energy 
cooperation.
The two nations made the announcement through a joint 
statement issued at the conclusion of the 9th round of India-
US Strategic Security Dialogue, held in Washington DC on 
March 13, 2019. The dialogue was co-chaired by Foreign 
Secretary Vijay Gokhale, who had led the Indian delegation 
and Andrea Thompson, the US undersecretary of state for 
arms control and international security.

India-US Strategic Security Dialogue

During the key strategic dialogue, the two sides exchanged 
views on a wide range of global security and non-
proliferation challenges and reaffirmed their commitment 
to work together to prevent the proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction and their delivery systems and to deny 
access to such weapons to terrorists and non-state actors.

The two nations further agreed to strengthen bilateral 
security and civil nuclear cooperation, including the 
establishment of six US nuclear power plants in India. 

The United States also reaffirmed its strong support of 
India’s early membership in the 48-member Nuclear 
Suppliers Group. 
Notably, China has blocked India's pending membership 
to the elite grouping that seeks to prevent proliferation of 
nuclear weapons.
India-US Space Dialogue

Earlier on March 12, 2019, the third round of India-US 
Space Dialogue was held, which was co-chaired by India's 
additional secretary for disarmament and international 
security affairs Indra Mani Pandey and Yleem DS Poblete, 
US assistant secretary of state for arms control, verification 
and compliance.
The two delegations discussed trends in space threats, 
respective national space priorities and opportunities for 
cooperation bilaterally and in a multilateral forum.
Background 
India and the US had signed a historic agreement to 
cooperate in the civil nuclear energy sector in October 
2008. The deal gave a boost to bilateral ties, which have 
been on an upswing since.
A major aspect of the deal was the Nuclear Suppliers Group 
(NSG) that gave a special waiver to India enabling it to sign 
civil nuclear cooperation agreements with a dozen countries.
Following the waiver, India signed civil 
nuclear cooperation agreements with 
the US, UK, France, Russia, Canada, 
Argentina, Australia, Sri Lanka, Japan, 
Vietnam, Bangladesh, Kazakhstan and 
South Korea.

Contempt Order against Shillong 
Times Editor, Publisher Put on Hold      

17 Mar' 19

The Supreme 
Court has 
put on hold 

the Meghalaya High 
Court’s judgment 
holding The Shillong 
Times editor Patricia 
Mukhim and 
publisher Shobha 
Chaudhuri guilty of contempt and fining them Rs 2 lakh 
each.  A bench led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi 
agreed to hear the appeal against the high court’s March 8 
order that held the two guilty for publishing an article in 
December 2018 titled “When judges judge for themselves”.  

President Ram Nath Kovind unveiled a 15.2 feet tall statue of Mahatma Gandhi in the premises of 
Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha in Chennai.
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The HC had proceeded to direct the two journalists to sit in 
a corner of the court until the bench rose for the day.  The 
article was written pursuant to a high court order passed in 
December directing the government to amend rules so that 
spouses and children of retired judges become eligible for 
medical treatment.  Justice SR Sen had also set aside the 
amendment to the rules that excluded protocol services and 
guest house facilities from being applicable to the retired 
judges and their spouses and children. The high court took 
up the case on its own in October 2018.  After the paper 
published the article, Justice Sen had on December 10, 
2018 taken note and issued contempt notice against the 
editor and the publisher.  According to the petitioners, the 
notice of motion was for civil contempt and the registered 
case also indicated that it was for civil contempt. Upon 
their appearance on December 13, the two petitioners 
offered an apology if the article offended the court. The 
judge declined to accept the apology and on December 17 
referred the matter to the chief justice for its final disposal.
The Contempt of Court provisions in India are enshrined 
under Articles 129 and 215 of the constitution for Supreme 
Court and High Court respectively and 
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971.  Civil 
Contempt is defined as willful disobedience 
to any judgment, decree, direction, order, 
writ or other processes of a court or wilful 
breach of an undertaking given to a court.

United Nations Environment 
Assembly adopts two resolutions 

backed by India to sustain 
environment      19 Mar' 19

The United 
N a t i o n s 
Environment 

Assembly (UNEA) 
adopted two 
resolutions piloted by 
India on addressing 
single-use plastic 
pollution and 
sustainable nitrogen management.  This is the first time an 
India-backed resolution has been adopted at UNEA. The 
fourth session was held in Nairobi, Kenya.  The resolution 
on addressing single-use plastic pollution urges member 
states to develop national or regional plans, identify 
environment-friendly alternatives, work with research 
organisations and the industry to develop such alternatives, 
improve waste management practices.  The Prime Minister 
had said India would phase out single-use plastic by 2022 

during his World Environment Day speech in 2018. So far, 
only 9% of the nine billion tonne plastics ever produced has 
been recycled. And, if the current trend continues, landfills 
will have 12 billion metric tonne plastic litter by 2050.  
United Nations Environment Assembly was created in June 
2012 during the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, also referred to as RIO+20. 
The United Nations Environment Assembly 
aims to bring the environment to the centre 
of the international community’s focus 
and prominence as issues such as peace, 
poverty, health and security.

India and Myanmar jointly destroy 
insurgents’ camps      20 Mar' 19

Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project 
involving India and Myanmar– critical to the 
connectivity between North East and Myanmar 

was saved by a joint operation carried out by forces of both 
countries.  Codenamed `Operation Sunrise’ was carried 
out last month which ended earlier this month when the 
insurgent camps were wiped out who were planning to 
hit the Indian workers at the Kaladan Transit project. The 
operation reportedly took place between mid February to 
early March. It was a joint operation carried out by both 
Indian and Myanmar armies have, in which at least 10 
camps of an insurgent group in the neighbouring Myanmar.  
According to sources, that the Indian Army while did 
not cross into the Myanmar side but there was a massive 
mobilisation along the border, on the Mizoram side.  The 
target of these operations carried out by the armies of both 
countries was the Arakan Army, an insurgent group trained 
by the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), and reportedly 
trained by China.  This outfit has been designated as a 
terrorist outfit by the government of Myanmar.  From 
the Indian side the support given was in terms of the 
surveillance equipment and additional troops on the Indian 
side.  According to reports more than 1,000 members of the 
Arakan Army had set up camps near the Kaladan Project 
since 2015, which was a threat to the project and Indian 
workers there. The Arakan Army is believed to have come 
from bases in Kachin area, North Myanmar, close to China.  
In 2017, the Indian Army had inflicted “heavy casualties” 
on the insurgent National Socialist Council of Nagaland-
Khaplang (NSCN-K) group during “retaliatory” fire along 
the India-Myanmar border in the early 
hours of the morning.  In 2015, the Army 
had conducted a similar operation against 
banned insurgent groups following the 
killing of 20 soldiers in Manipur.

Narendra Nath Sinha has been appointed as the Chairman of National Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI).
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Thereafter UK Foreign Office stated that 
government has “rightly condemned” the 
“deeply shameful act” in British history 
in the past and had invoked the regret 
expressed by then PM David Cameron in 
2013.

Central University comes up at Dehra 
in Himachal Pradesh      22 Feb' 19

Union Human 
R e s o u r c e 
Development 

Minister Prakash 
Javadekar laid the 
foundation stone for a 
permanent campus of 
the Central University 
at Dehra in Himachal 
Pradesh's Kangra district.

Until now the university was being run from a temporary 
campus at Shahpur in Kangra due to delay in finalising the 
site for a permanent campus.

Javadekar said the forest clearance for construction of the 
university was accorded when he was the Union Forest 
and Environment minister. Centre has sanctioned several 
institutions of national repute to the state. Indian Institute 
of Information Technology (IIIT) has been sanctioned for 
Una and Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) for Mandi. 
A cluster university has also been sanctioned for Mandi 
district.

The central government had in 2007 announced 
establishment of a university in the states 
that did not have a Central University. The 
Central University of Himachal Pradesh is 
established under the Central Universities 
Act 2009 enacted by Parliament.

Burning topics of the month

& many more...

Punjab Seeks British Govt 
Apology for Jallianwala 

Bagh Massacre

Marathi poet Vasant Abaji 
Dahake gets 'Janasthan' 

award

Mizoram passes Bill to 
Detect Illegal Foreigners

Union minister Ashwini Kumar Choubey launched the “National Action Plan - Viral Hepatitis” in 
Mumbai.

Punjab Seeks british Govt Apology 
for Jallianwala bagh Massacre 

21 Feb' 19

The govt. of 
Punjab has 
sought an 

apology from the 
British government for 
the JallianwalaBagh 
massacre. A resolution 
demanding an 
apology from the 
British government was passed unanimously from the Punjab 
Assembly.  Resolution of Punjab Assembly The resolution 
passed unanimously by the Punjab Assembly states:  The 
tragic massacre of innocent protesters in Jallianwala Bagh in 
Amritsar on April 13, 1919 remains one of the most horrific 
memories of British colonial rule in India.
This shameful military action against locals peacefully 
protesting against the oppressive Rowlatt Act has 
since received worldwide condemnation. Proper 
acknowledgement could only be by way of a formal 
apology by the British government to the people of India, 
as India observes the centenary of this great tragedy.
The resolution unanimously recommended the state 
government to take up this matter with the government of 
India to impress upon the British government to officially 
apologise for the massacre of innocent people at Jallianwala 
Bagh, Amritsar. 
UK condemns avoids Apology In 2013, then British 
Prime Minister David Cameron visited Jallianwala 
Bagh. He had voiced regret over the Jallianwala Bagh 
Massacre and referred to it as a ‘shameful event in 
British history’. 
In 2017 London Mayor Sadiq Khan’s called for an 
official apology on the 1919 Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 
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employment to trained youths under the 
scheme. The scheme has been launched 
by the government of Madhya Pradesh to 
enhance the employment opportunities for 
youth.

Monkey Declared Vermin in 
Himachal Pradesh      25 Feb' 19

The govt. of 
Himachal Pradesh 
has made an 

announcement regarding 
the announcement of 
Monkey as Vermin for 
the period of one year in 
11 districts of the state. 
Monkeys were declared as 
vermin in 38 tehsils and sub-tehsils of 10 districts in Himachal 
Pradesh. The period of this notification was extended for 
one year on December 20, 2017.  The state government had 
urged the centre to declare Monkeys as vermin because the 
animals have been adversely affecting crops and causing 
harm to humans.  What does the designation of Vermin mean? 
Vermin refers to pests or nuisance animals which spread 
diseases or destroy crops or livestock. In India Section 62 of 
the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 empowers the states to send 
a list of wild animals to the Centre requesting it to declare 
them vermin for selective slaughter.  The Central Government 
through notification may declare any wild animal other than 
those specified in Schedule I and part 11 of Schedule H of the 
law to be vermin for any area for a given period of time.  For 
the period the notification is in force such wild animal shall 
be included in Schedule V of the law, depriving them of any 
protection under that law.  Declaration of Vermin provides a 
reprieve for those who kill these animals in the specified areas 
for a year after these notifications, from the jail terms and fines 
that hunting these animals typically invite. The hunted wildlife 
is declared as government property and it 
imposes restrictions on how these carcasses 
must be disposed of.  It is criticised that once 
the animals are slotted as vermin they become 
an easy game for hunters as well as traders in 
meat.

Gujarat Launches Second Edition 
of Sujalam Sufalam Jal Sanchay 

Abhiyan      25 Feb' 19

The government of Gujarat has launched the second 
edition of the water conservation scheme Sujalam 
Sufalam Jal Sanchay Abhiyan.  Sujalam Sufalam 

Odisha launches boat ambulance 
service for remote areas      25 Feb' 19

The Odisha 
government 
has launched 

a boat ambulance 
service to ferry 
patients to hospitals 
in remote areas at a 
cost of Rs 5.40 crore. 
Six boat ambulances, 
being added to the road fleet for now, will be part of the 
'108' ambulance service. Two boat ambulances each have 
been sanctioned for Malkangiri and Kendrapara districts, 
and one each for Koraput and Kalahandi.
The service includes six boat ambulances and 60 jetties 
with walkway. The operational cost of the ambulances is 
estimated to be around Rs 90 lakh per annum.
The new facility will become a sort of a "vessel of hope" for 
people living in numerous far-flung, river-
locked pockets of the state. The floating 
ambulances will cater to the needs of people 
in areas where the '108' ambulance service 
has failed to make headway, due to lack of 
proper road route.

Mukhyamantri Yuva Swabhiman 
Yojana of Madhya Pradesh      25 Feb' 19

The govt. of 
Madhya Pradesh 
has launched the 

Mukhyamantri Yuva 
Swabhiman Yojana to 
provide employment 
for youth.  The scheme 
guarantees 100 days of 
employment every year 
to urban youths from 
economically weaker sections (EWS). The youth would get 
Rs 4,000 stipend per month and total Rs 13,500 for the 100 
days period would be provided. During this period, they 
would be given skill development training, so that they 
become independent. The scheme defines Economically 
weaker sections as those whose family’s annual income 
is less than Rs 2 lakh and the scheme is limited to youth 
in the age group 21-30 years. The government has 
stated that already about 1.5 lakh urban youths have 
registered themselves for this scheme. The government 
further aims to invite companies to provide full-time 

Sudan's President Omar al-Bashir has declared a national state of emergency.
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46th Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) will 

be held in Abu Dhabi.

Jal Sanchay Abhiyan 
aims to deepen water 
bodies in the state 
before monsoon 
to increase storage 
of rainwater to be 
used during times of 
scarcity. The scheme 
involves cleaning 
and desilting of 
riverfronts. Sprucing up of Irrigation canals. The state 
government has increased its financial contribution for the 
scheme to 60 per cent, which meant private groups getting 
involved would have to give only the remaining 40 per 
cent. During the first edition against its anticipated target of 
16,616 works of deepening of ponds and lakes across the 
state, 18,220 works were accomplished. The first edition 
witnessed an increase in the water storage capacity of more 
than 11,000 lakh cubic feet rainwater through different 
sources like ponds, reservoirs, check dams, 
bori bandh and other.  The desilting had 
also generated a huge amount of loose/soil 
or clay which can be used by farmers to 
increase agricultural productivity.

Assam launches PRANAM 
Commission to protect parents of 

govt employees      28 Feb' 19

The Chief Minister of 
Assam Sarbananda 
Sonowal has 

announced a PRANAM 
Commission to 
look after the issues 
related to the Parents 
Responsibility and Norms 
for Accountability and 
Monitoring (PRANAM) 
Bill.  PRANAM Bill The bill makes it mandatory for 
state government employees to look after their parents 
and unmarried differently abled siblings who do not have 
their own sources of income. The bill proposes that if 
any complaints related to ignorance towards parents or 
unmarried differently abled siblings, then 10 or 15 per cent 
of the employee’s salary will be deducted by the government 
and paid to the parents or differently abled siblings. The 
government has said that it aims to cover the Employees 
of private companies and the central government working 
in the state at a later stage. The PRANAM Bill is an effort 
from the state government to protect elderly parents 
and unmarried differently abled siblings and give them 

financial security. The bill is first of its 
kind in the country is an effort to protect 
elderly parents of government employees 
and unmarried differently abled siblings in 
their times of need.

Marathi poet Vasant Abaji Dahake 
gets 'Janasthan' award      01 Mar' 19

Veteran Marathi 
poet and 
writer Vasant 

Abaji Dahake has been 
honoured with the 
prestigious 'Janasthan' 
award. The award 
has been instituted 
by Kusumagraj 
Pratishthan.
It was presented to Dahake by noted Marathi writer 
Madhu Mangesh Karnik at Kalidas Kala Mandir. The 
award, which carries a cash prize of Rs one lakh, a bronze 
memento and a citation, was given on the occasion of 
the birth anniversary of celebrated Marathi poet and 
playwright late V V Shirvadkar, popularly known as 
Kusumagraj.
In 2009, Dahake was given the Sahitya Akademi Award for 
his collection of poems 'Chitralipi'. He is also known as a 
playwright, short story writer and critic. He was associated 
with the little magazine movement in Marathi during the 
mid-1950s and the 1960s. Dahake was the president of 
the Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan held at 
Chandrapur in 2012.
In the past, several noted writers, including Vijay Tendulkar, 
Mangesh Padgaonkar, Narayan Surve, 
Mahesh Elkunchwar and Bhalchandra 
Nemade, had received the Janasthan award. 
Former President Shankar Dayal Sharma, 
noted film and theatre personality Vijaya 
Mehta were also among the recipients of 
this award.

ADb to provide USD 26 mn to 
improve Dibrugarh's drainage 

09 Mar' 19

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will provide 
a USD 26-million loan as additional financing for 
improving drainage infrastructure in Dibrugarh town 

of Assam under the ongoing Assam Urban Infrastructure 
Investment Program.
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The ongoing loan 
of USD 51 million 
under the programme 
is helping to improve 
water supply 
infrastructure in 
Guwahati, and solid 
waste management 
and drainage 
infrastructure in Guwahati and Dibrugarh cities of Assam. 
The programme was approved in 2011 to improve urban 
infrastructure in the two key Assam cities.
Meanwhile, visiting ADB Vice-President Shixin Chen has 
reiterated the multilateral lender's commitment to further 
strengthen and expand its partnership with 
India.
The ADB's ongoing India portfolio 
constitutes 80 projects worth USD 14.3 
billion in the sovereign sector and USD 1.6 
billion in the private sector.

Hasmukh Adhia Appointed as 
Chancellor of Gujarat Central 

University      11 Mar' 19

President Ram 
Nath Kovind 
has approved 

the appointment 
of former finance 
secretary Hasmukh 
Adhia as the 
chancellor of Gujarat 
Central University. 
He will hold the post for a period of five years.  Hasmukh 
Adhia was a Gujarat cadre IAS officer and was appointed 
as the secretary in the Department of Financial Services 
after then Chief Minister of Gujarat Narendra Modi took 
charge as the Prime Minister in 2014.  Central University 
Central Universities were established in India under the 
Central Universities Act 2009. The Act provided for the 
establishment of one new central university each in Bihar, 
Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan 
and Tamil Nadu.  
The act also sought to convert  Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyala 
in Chhattisgarh, Harisingh Gour Vishwavidhalaya in 
Sagar (Madhya Pradesh) and Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna 
Garhwal University in Uttarakhand into Central universities.  
The Central Universities were established by the Ministry 
of Human Resource and Development to address regional 

imbalances in higher educational facilities in states and 16 
states were identified for the establishment 
of central universities.  Further, through the 
Central universities Amendment Act 2014 
another central university was established 
at Bihar and another Central University was 
established in Andhra Pradesh in 2018.

Mizoram passes bill to Detect Illegal 
Foreigners      20 Mar' 19

Mi z o r a m 
Assembly has 
unanimously 

passed the Mizoram 
Maintenance of 
Household Registers 
Bill, 2019, that seeks 
to detect foreigners 
illegally residing 
in the Mizoram. Mizoram Maintenance of Household 
Registers Bill, 2019  intends to provide credible individual 
identification system and to prevent usurpation of benefits 
of developmental schemes by those who are not entitled. It 
defines “citizens” as a person registered as such, or having 
requisite qualification as prescribed under the Citizenship 
Act, 1955. The bill provides for the development of a 
comprehensive database in respect of all the residents 
of Mizoram and ensures its updation and maintenance. 
The update is required for improvement of the system of 
delivery of benefits of welfare schemes as well for security 
purposes, by way of enumerations and verification from 
time to time.    

Mizoram shares an over 700-km border with Bangladesh 
and Myanmar. The continuous influx of foreigners into 
the state through its porous borders has remained a serious 
concern for several decades. Such influx had resulted in 
abnormal increase in the population which posed a serious 
threat to law and order as well as the state’s internal 
security. In many cases the delivery of benefits of welfare 
schemes do not reach the people of the state because of 
such foreigners who got assimilated assimilation in the 
mainstream by taking advantage of the mistaken identity 
and of difficulties in detecting them.

The State has legislative power to make 
provisions for effective public order, 
due maintenance of law and order and 
meaningful village and town administration. 
Thus, it was felt imperative for the State to 
invoke such powers to enact a suitable law 
for the purpose.
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Burning topics of the month

& many more...

PayU, a leading online payments service provider, has appointed Anirban Mukherjee as a CEO for 
India Operations.

Pakistan Grey listed by 

FATF.

ICJ asks Britain to return 
Diego Garcia to Mauritius.

Delhi, Chennai and 
Bengaluru among cheapest 

cities to live in.

EU agrees on Emission cut for Trucks      
21 Feb' 19

The European 
P a r l i a m e n t 
and the 

European Council 
have signed a deal to 
reduce average CO2 
emissions compared 
with 2019 levels. 
The deal aims to 
reduce emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) from new trucks 
and buses by 30 percent by 2030. The deal proposes a 
binding CO2-reduction target for trucks at the EU-level 
for the first time and includes a clear stimulus for zero 
and low-emission trucks. Trucks account for almost one-
quarter of the EU’s transport-related emissions and the 
EU did not have limits on emissions from heavy-duty 
vehicles till now. 
The EU has the ambition of being climate-neutral from 
2050. EU had agreed in December 2018 on targets for 
cutting emissions from cars and vans. 
The curbs on the transportation sector are 
expected to help the bloc meet its overall 
goal of reducing greenhouse gases by at 
least 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030 
under the Paris climate accord. 

Kelly Craft is next US Ambassador to 
UN      23 Feb' 19

President Donald Trump nominated Kelly Craft, US 
envoy to Canada, to be the next US ambassador to 
the United Nations. 

If confirmed by the US Senate, she would fill the post 
that has been vacant since Nikki Haley, a former South 

Carolina governor 
and rising star in the 
Republican Party 
who stepped down 
from the UN job late 
last year.
Craft was nominated 
one week after 
Trump's previous 
choice, former Fox News anchor and State Department 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert, withdrew from consideration 
amid criticism that she lacked the experience 
for one of the top diplomatic posts. Craft 
was a major supporter of George W Bush, 
who as president appointed her to serve 
as a US delegate to the United Nations, 
representing Washington at UN meetings.

Pakistan Grey listed by FATF 
23 Feb' 19

The Financial 
Action Task 
Force (FATF) 

condemning the 
Pulwama Terror 
Attack has decided to 
continue the ‘Grey’ 
listing of Pakistan 
for its failure to stop 
funding of terrorist 
groups such as Jaish-e-Mohammad, Lashkar-e-Taiba and 
Jamat-ud-Dawa.  The statement issued by FATF states 
that Pakistan should continue to work on implementing its 
action plan to address its strategic deficiencies, including 
by adequately demonstrating its proper understanding of 
the terror financing risks posed by the terrorist groups and 
conducting supervision on a risk-sensitive basis. 
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FATF notes that even though Pakistan has revised its 
terror financing risk assessment, it does not reflect proper 
understanding of the TF risks posed by Da’esh (ISIS), 
AL-Qaida, JuD (Jamat-ud-Dawa), FIF (Falah-e-Insaniat 
Foundation), LeT (Lashkar-e-Taiba), JeM (Jaish-e-
Mohammad), HQN (Haqqani Network) and persons 
affiliated with the Taliban. Noting the limited progress on 
action plan items due in January 2019, FATF urged Pakistan 
to swiftly complete its action plan, particularly those with 
timelines of May 2019. 
Grey list will endanger Pakistan’s handful of remaining 
banking links to the outside world. This would cause real 
financial pain to the fragile economy of Pakistan. Grey 
listing will squeeze Pakistan’s economy and make it harder 
to meet its mounting foreign financing needs, including 
potential future borrowings from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). Grey listing would also lead to the 
downgrading of Pakistan’s debt ratings by international 
banking and credit rating agencies, making it more difficult 
to tap funds from international bond markets. It will also 
suspend international funds and aid to Pakistan such as 
Coalition Support Funds (CSF), money which the US owes 
to Pakistan for military operations. Grey 
Listing will also lessen investors confidence 
in Pakistan and impacts its imports and 
exports, widening its existing huge current 
account deficit (CAD).

Israeli company sends world’s first 
Privately Funded Mission to Moon 

23 Feb' 19

SpaceX Falcon 
9 rocket 
carrying Israeli 

company SpaceIL’s 
lunar lander blasted 
off from Florida. 
If successful Israel 
will join the club 
of countries which 
includes Russia, 
the US and China who have made successful controlled 
landing on the surface of earth’s nearest neighbour.  Israel’s 
Mission to Moon Funded almost entirely by donations, the 
project is the first privately backed lunar lander mission. 
The project costed $100 million Named Beresheet the 
spacecraft weights 585kg. Beresheet will make a seven-
week journey to the moon, from where it will send back 
images of the rocky surface and conduct experiments on 
the lunar magnetic field. The spacecraft is named Beresheet 

as a reference to the first words of the Bible in Hebrew: “In 
the beginning”. 
The first landing on the moon was made by Soviet Union 
with Luna 2 in 1959. Three years later, the United States 
landed Ranger 4 on the moon. Both Luna 2 and Ranger 
4 were hard landings where the craft crashed into the 
moon. The first “soft landings” wherein the spacecraft 
made controlled descents to the lunar surface for both US 
and Russia came in 1966. The third country to do a soft 
landing on the moon was China in the year 2013 with its 
Chang’e 3. 
SpaceIL is a non-profit company founded eight years ago 
to compete in the Google Lunar X Prize, an international 
competition to see whether a private enterprise could land 
a spacecraft on the moon and move 500 meters in any 
direction, and transmit live, high-definition 
video from the lunar surface.  But the 
competition got cancelled in the year 2018 
when none of the five teams left in the 
competition was able to meet the March 
deadline for a launch.

Afghanistan Launches New Export 
Route to India through Chabahar Port 

25 Feb' 19

Afghanis tan 
h a s 
l a u n c h e d 

a new export route 
to India through 
the Chabahar Port 
of Iran. 23 trucks 
carrying 57 tonnes 
of dried fruits, 
textiles, carpets and mineral products were dispatched 
from western Afghan city of Zaranj to Iran’s Chabahar 
port. The consignment would be then shipped to Mumbai. 
Chabahar port is seen as a testimony of healthy cooperation 
between India, Iran and Afghanistan this will ensure 
economic growth. The Chabahar Port of Iran provides 
easy access to the sea for Afghanistan. India has invested 
in the development of this route as well as Chabahar port. 
This route allows both India and Afghanistan to engage in 
trade by passing Pakistan.  
India-Afghanistan Trade Afghan exports to India stood 
at $740 million in 2018 and India is the largest export 
destination for Afghanistan. The agreement between the 
P5+1+EU and Iran on the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA) is the culmination of 20 months of 
"arduous" negotiations. The P5+1 refers to the UN Security 
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Council's five permanent members (the 
P5); namely China, France, Russia, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States; 
plus Germany. The P5+1 is often referred 
to as the E3+3 by European countries.

India hosts Global Digital Health 
Partnership Summit      27 Feb' 19

The 4th Global 
Digital Health 
Par tnersh ip 

Summit was held at 
New Delhi which 
was inaugurated by 
the Union Health 
Minister J P Nadda 
in the presence of 
Ravi Shankar Prasad Union Minister of Law & Justice 
and Electronics & Information Technology.  The summit 
provides an opportunity to support governments and health 
system reformers in improving the health and well-being 
of their citizens through digital technologies.  The Global 
Digital Health Partnership Summit is being hosted by the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in collaboration 
with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Global 
Digital Health Partnership (GDHP).  
The Global Digital Health Partnership (GDHP) is a 
collaboration of governments and territories, government 
agencies and the World Health Organization aimed at 
supporting the effective implementation of digital health 
services.  The GDHP was established in February 2018 to 
provide an international platform for global collaboration 
and sharing of evidence to guide the delivery of better 
digital health services within participant countries.  The 
GDHP also provides an opportunity for transformational 
engagement between its participants, who are striving to 
learn and share best practice and policy that 
can support their digital health systems.  
The secretariat services for the GDHP 
are provided by Australian Digital Health 
Agency for the initial 18 months.

ICJ asks britain to return Diego 
Garcia to Mauritius      28 Feb' 19

International Court of Justice (ICJ) has advised the UK to 
return the Diego Garcia (Chagos Islands) to Mauritius 
as rapidly as possible. The ICJ has said that Britain must 

give Mauritius control of the Chagos Archipelago in the 
Indian Ocean. The advisory has been issued by the ICJ on 
the request of the resolution passed by the United Nations 

General Assembly 
(UNGA) to look into 
the issue.  
Observations made 
by ICJ in a majority 
opinion the court 
noted that the 
decolonisation of 
Mauritius was not 
lawfully complete when it attained independence because 
Britain carved away the Chagos Archipelago from it and 
retained control over it. Britain is under an obligation to 
bring to an end its administration of the Chagos Archipelago 
as rapidly as possible. 
Mauritius was the colony of erstwhile of British Empire. 
With the calls of decolonisation grew stronger, the British 
granted independence to the Island nation Mauritius. But 
the British cut off the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius 
in 1965 before granting it independence in 1968. Also, the 
residents of the Chagos Archipelago were forcibly removed 
and the Chagos Archipelago was handed over to the US. 
The US established its strategic Indian Ocean military base 
at the Chagos Archipelago. Both the UK and the US had 
vehemently opposed the UN resolution which referred the 
matter to ICJ saying it was a bilateral matter with Mauritius. 
UK is not represented in the ICJ Bench and the sole dissent 
judgement was by the American Judge. 
Hence it is unlikely that the UK would 
accept the advisory. The possibility of any 
challenge to the US Diego Garcia base 
from Mauritius is also unlikely. Hence by 
and large status quo would be maintained.

Macky Sall re-elected as Senegal’s 
President      02 Mar' 19

President of 
Senegal Macky 
Sall has won 

the re-election with 
58.27% of votes cast. 
More than 50% votes 
to a candidate imply 
that there would be no 
second round voting 
under the election system of Senegal.  Senegal lies on the 
west coast of Africa. Senegal is bordered by Mauritania in 
the north, Mali to the east, Guinea to the southeast, and 
Guinea-Bissau to the southwest. Senegal also borders the 
Gambia which occupies a narrow sliver of land along the 
banks of the Gambia River. Senegal also shares a maritime 
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jurisdiction over those most responsible 
for committing the most serious human 
rights crimes: genocide, crimes against 
humanity, war crimes, and the crime of 
aggression.

India, a Key Hub for Illicit Drug 
Trade: UNODC      06 Mar' 19

The latest report 
released by the 
United Nations 

Office of Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) has 
referred to India as 
a Key Hub for Illicit 
Drug Trade.  Findings 
of the UNODC Report 
India is one of the major hubs of illicit drug trade ranging from 
age-old cannabis to newer prescription drugs like tramadol, 
and designer drugs like methamphetamine. The global trend 
of purchasing drugs over the internet, particularly on darknet 
trading platforms using cryptocurrencies has spread across 
South Asia and it is particularly rampant in India. 
The study has found more than 1,000 drug listings from 
India published across 50 online crypto-market platforms. 
The report also states that in 2017 Indian authorities have 
dismantled two illicit Internet pharmacies, seizing close to 
130,000 tablets containing psychotropic substances. India has 
also become a transit country for illicitly produced opiates, 
in particular, heroin. The route being used by traffickers to 
smuggle opiates through South Asia is an alternative part 
of the southern route, which runs through Pakistan or the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, via the Gulf countries, continues to 
East Africa and on to destination countries. 
India, Australia, France and Turkey together accounted for 
83 per cent of global production of morphine-rich opiate 
raw materials in 2017. United Nations Office of Drugs and 
Crime United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
established in 1997 is a global leader in the 
fight against illicit drugs and international 
crime. UNDOC came into with the merger of 
United Nations Drug Control Programme and 
the Centre for International Crime Prevention.

London Mayor Sadiq Khan named UK 
Politician of the Year      09 Mar' 19

London Mayor Sadiq Khan has been named the 
'Politician of the Year' of UK for his ongoing 
contribution to the political life.

border with Cape Verde. Dakar is Senegal’s economic and 
political capital.  Senegal was the colony of Portuguese and 
later the French. Senegal gained independence from France 
in 1960. 
Senegal is the Muslim majority country and it has 
successfully escaped the jihadist attacks which have 
destabilised neighbours such as Mali.  Senegal has 
witnessed two peaceful power transfers, in 2000 and 2012, 
and has never experienced a coup even though election 
campaigns are typically stained by charges of corruption, 
disinformation and bouts of violence.  
Diplomatic relations between India and Senegal was 
established at the ambassadorial level with the establishment 
of a resident Indian mission in Dakar in 1962.  Senegal is 
often referred to as the biggest Indophile of 
West Africa since it is greatly influenced by 
a range of Indian cultural elements ranging 
from Hindi cinema to the concept of caste 
and outcaste.

Malaysia joins the International 
Criminal Court      06 Mar' 19

Malaysia has 
r a t i f i e d 
the Rome 

Statute and thus 
has become the 
124th State party 
to the International 
Criminal Court 
(ICC). Even though 
Malaysia had helped to negotiate the Rome Statute, it has 
been long reluctant to ratify it. Ratification after 20 years is 
seen as a welcome move.
The downing of flight MH17 and the Rohingya crisis have 
focused Malaysia’s attention on the ICC. After the election 
of Mahathir Mohamad for his second stint as Prime 
Minister in May 2018, there has been a significant shift in 
the relationship between the Malaysian government and 
monarchy. The earlier reluctance to ratify the Rome Statute 
has largely stemmed from a concern that the King, as the 
head of the armed forces could be held responsible for 
crimes committed by those under his command Mahathir’s 
relationship with the Sultans and the King is notoriously 
tense. 

The ratification has also stemmed from ambition to see 
Malaysia playing a more active role in ASEAN and the 
United Nations. International Criminal Court established 
by Rome Statute is a permanent international court with 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) 
from Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh.
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per cent between 2014-18 and 2009-13. Arms exports 
to Venezuela, which was the fifth largest recipient of 
Russian arms in 2009-13, decreased by 96 per cent 
between 2014-18 and 2009-13. The arms imports of 
Pakistan was decreased by 39 per cent between 2009-13 
and 2014-18. The US has become increasingly reluctant 
to provide military aid or sell arms to Pakistan. US arms 
exports to Pakistan fell by 81 per cent between 2009-
13 and 2014-18. Pakistan has instead turned to other 
suppliers. 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 
established in 1966 is an independent international institute 
dedicated to research into conflict, armaments, arms control 
and disarmament. Based in Stockholm 
the Institute provides data, analysis and 
recommendations, based on open sources, 
to policymakers, researchers, media and 
the interested public.

PM Modi and PM Hasina Jointly 
Inaugurates Development Projects 

12 Mar' 19

Prime Minister 
N a r e n d r a 
Modi along 

with his Bangladeshi 
Counterpart Sheikh 
Hasina jointly 
unveiled e-plaques 
for development 
projects in 
Bangladesh, through video conferencing.  Development 
Projects Inaugurated Supply of buses & trucks. 
Inauguration of 36 community clinics. 11 water treatment 
plants. Extension of National Knowledge Network to 
Bangladesh. National Knowledge Network (NKN) is a 
state-of-the-art pan-Indian resource sharing network 
aimed at digitally connecting all national universities, 
colleges and research establishments to create country-
wide virtual classrooms.
National Knowledge Network project was initiated in 
2009 for a period of 10 years. At present, the National 
Knowledge Network programme is a component of the 
umbrella “Digital India” programme.  NKN facilitates 
advanced distance education in specialized fields like 
engineering, science, medicine etc. as well as enable 
an ultra-high speed e-Governance backbone. NKN will 
bridge the existing knowledge gap in the country and help 
the country evolve as a Knowledge Society and also spur 
economic activities in the Knowledge domain.  As part of 

President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the Apollomedics Super Speciality Hospital in Lucknow.

The annual Political 
and Public Life 
Awards presented by 
Britain's 'Asian Voice' 
weekly newspaper 
also recognised UK 
defence secretary 
Gavin Williamson 
as Cabinet Minister 
of the Year and Indian-origin politician Priti Patel as 
Conservative Party MP of the Year.
Khan, 48, whose grandparents were born in India and 
parents migrated from Pakistan to the UK, was named 
'Politician of the Year' at an awards ceremony held in the 
UK's House of Commons complex.
Among other winners from the field of politics at the event, 
now in its 13th year, included Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) leader Arlene Foster, Labour Party MPs Dan Carden 
and Thelma Walker.
The other award categories included International Hotel of 
Year which was won by India's Leela International hotel 
chain. Comedian of Year award went to British Indian 
comedian Paul Chowdhry and Restaurant of the Year for 
London's Delhi street food restaurant Hankies.
The awards are held annually to honour 
people who have made a special impact 
in the preceding 12 months, ranging from 
international politicians to individuals who 
make an impact in their local communities.

Trends in International Arms 
Transfers 2018 Report: Key Facts 

12 Mar' 19

The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI) has released the Trends in International 
Arms Transfers 2018 Report. Russia’s arms export 

to India decreased by a whopping 42 per cent between 
2014-18 and 2009-2013. Israel, the USA and France have 
increased their arms exports to India in 2014-18. Five 
largest Arm exporters in 2014-18 were the United States, 
Russia, France, Germany and China. Five largest Arm 
importers were Saudi Arabia, India, Egypt, Australia and 
Algeria. 
The US was the top arms exporter in 2014-18 and 2009-
13. The US’s exports of major arms grew by 29 per cent 
between the two periods and its share of total global exports 
rose from 30 per cent to 36 per cent. 
India remained the chief importer of Russian arms in 
2014-18. But Russian arms exports to India fell by 42 
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World Bank, UN Women and SIDBI have agreed to launch a five-year tenor ‘women’s livelihood 

bond’ to raise `300 crore.

its confidence-building measures, India 
had extended the NKN project to six South 
Asian Association of Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) member states Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal and 
Sri Lanka, leaving out Pakistan.

China’s Long March Rocket Series 
Completes 300 launches      12 Mar' 19

China’s Long 
March Rocket 
Series which 

is the mainstay 
of China’s space 
programme since 
1970 has successfully 
completed its 300th  
launch by putting a 
new communication 
satellite into orbit through Long March-3B Rocket.  
China’s indigenously built China’s Long March rockets 
have sent more than 500 spacecraft into space. The rocket 
series built by China Aerospace Science and Technology 
Corporation was responsible for about 96.4 per cent of all 
the launch missions in China. The Long March rockets have 
also provided launch services for countries participating in 
the Belt and Road Initiative, including Algeria, Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia.
The Long March-1 carrier rocket launched the country’s 
first satellite, Dongfanghong-1, into orbit on April 24, 1970. 
The success rate of the 300 launches of the Long March 
rockets stood at 96 per cent. The Long March rockets 
completed 37 consecutive successful launches, ranking a 
global first for the highest number of successful launches 
in 2018. A total of 17 types of Long March carrier rockets 
have been developed and put into use 
since 1970, ensuring the implementation 
of a series of key space projects including 
manned space program, lunar exploration, 
BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BDS) 
and the Gaofen Earth observation project.

US Senate confirms Neomi Rao for 
powerful federal judgeship 

13 Mar' 19

US Senate confirmed Indian-American Neomi Rao, 
who was under scrutiny for her past writings on 
sexual assault, as a judge on the DC Circuit Court 

of Appeals, one of the most powerful benches in the country.

Rao, 45, will replace 
controversial Brett 
Kavanaugh who 
endured a bitter 
confirmation battle 
last year after US 
President Donald 
Trump named him 
to the US Supreme 
Court.
Her confirmation came amidst stiff resistance from the 
opposition Democratic lawmakers and a nationwide 
campaign against her by rights groups for her previous 
position on sexual assault and minorities.
The Republicans enjoy majority in the 100-member US 
Senate. After being sworn in, she would be the second 
Indian-American on this court, which is considered only 
next to the US Supreme Court.
Rao currently serves as the Administrator 
of the Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) of the 
Office of Management and Budget. In 
this capacity she played a key role in 
regulatory reform.

Delhi, Chennai and bengaluru 
among cheapest cities to live in 

19 Mar' 19

Paris, Singapore 
and Hong 
Kong are most 

expensive cities 
in the world while 
Delhi, Chennai and 
Bengaluru are among 
the cheapest places 
to live, according 
to the Economist 
Intelligence Unit's 2019 Worldwide Cost of Living Survey.   
The three top cities are tied at the top spot, CNN quoted the 
annual survey as saying. It evaluated the cost of over 150 
items in 133 cities around the world.   Zurich, Switzerland, 
was placed at fourth position. Japan's Osaka shared the fifth 
place with Geneva, also in Switzerland.

Seoul (South Korea) and Copenhagen (Denmark) and New 
York (US) were jointly placed at the seventh spot.   Los 
Angeles (US) was named the 10th most expensive city 
in the world, along with Israel's Tel Aviv.   The world's 
cheapest cities include Caracas (Venezuela), Damascus 
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(Syria), Tashkent (Uzbekistan), Almaty 
(Kazakhstan), Karachi (Pakistan), Lagos 
(Nigeria), Buenos Aires (Argentina) as 
well as the three Indian cities of Bengaluru, 
Chennai and Delhi.

FAO rings alarm about rising Crop-
damaging armyworms in Asia 

20 Mar' 19

Farming in 
several Asian 
countries is 

under threat from 
a type of crop-
damaging insects 
that have munched 
their way from the 
Americas and across 
Africa.  ‘Fall armyworms’ are native to the Americas but 
they have been moving eastwards since 2016, sweeping 
across Africa, where they caused $1-3 billion in damage, 
before arriving in Asia. According to the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) the flying insects arrived 
in India in July and have since spread to Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand and China's Yunnan 
province.  They feed mostly on maize, for which China is 
the world's second-largest producer, and can feed on several 
species of crops, including rice and sugarcane. An FAO 
meeting take place in Bangkok, with officials from affected 
countries and experts discussing ways to limit armyworm 
infestations amid a “growing sense of alarm”. FAO has said 
that it is working with local authorities and training farmers 
to manage the pests by crushing egg 
masses and using biopesticides. Chemical 
pesticides are an option but should be 
carefully considered due to environmental 
and health damage.

Kazakhstan renames capital 
‘Nursultan’ after ex-President 

20 Mar' 19

Kazakhstan’s new interim President was sworn 
in on March 20 following the shock resignation 
of the country’s long-time ruler and in his first 

official act renamed 
the capital after his 
predecessor.  Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev took 
office in a pomp-filled 
ceremony less than 24 
hours after Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, the only 
leader an independent 
Kazakhstan had ever known, suddenly announced he 
was stepping down.  Mr. Tokayev immediately proposed 
changing the name of the Central Asian nation’s capital 
from Astana to Nursultan, or “Sultan of Light” in Kazakh, 
and parliament approved the change within hours.  The 
Senate also appointed Mr. Nazarbayev’s eldest daughter 
Dariga Nazarbayeva as Speaker, setting her up as a 
potential contender to succeed her father.  Mr. Tokayev, 65, 
will serve out the rest of Mr. Nazarbayev’s mandate until 
elections due in April 2020, though the former President 
retains significant powers in the country he ruled for 
nearly three decades.  Mr. Tokayev told lawmakers that 
Mr. Nazarbayev had “shown wisdom” by deciding to step 
down, a rare move in ex-Soviet Central Asia where other 
leaders have stayed in power until death.
Mr. Nazarbayev changed the capital from Kazakhstan’s 
largest city Almaty to Astana in 1997, transforming it from 
a minor provincial town into a futuristic city of skyscrapers 
rising from the steppes.
Its name meant “capital” in Kazakh and there had long 
been speculation of a renaming after the leader who 
shaped it. The city is central to government propaganda 
highlighting the achievements of Mr. Nazarbayev’s reign 
and his journey to build it was recently the subject of a 
state-funded film Leader’s Path: Astana.  Mr. Nazarbayev, 
78, ruled Kazakhstan since before it gained independence 
with the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union. 
He steered the country through a major transformation, 
developing huge energy reserves and boosting its 
international influence, but was accused of cracking down 
on dissent and tolerating little opposition.  Mr. Nazarbayev 
will continue to enjoy significant powers 
thanks to his Constitutional status as 
“Leader of the Nation”, life-time position 
as chief of the security council and head of 
the ruling Nur Otan party.
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EPFO hikes EPF interest rate to 8.65pc 
for 2018-19      22 Feb' 19

Em p l o y e e s ' 
P r o v i d e n t 
F u n d 

Organisation (EPFO) 
has announced to 
raise the interest 
rate on Employees 
Provident Fund 
(EPF) to 8.65 per 
cent from 8.55 per 
cent for the financial year 2018-19. It is the first increase in 
last three years. The EPFO had earlier reduced the interest 
rate in 2016-17 to 8.65 per cent from 8.8 per cent in 2015-
16.
The Employees' Provident Fund Organisation's (EPFO) 
apex decision making body Central Board of Trustees 
deferred a decision on doubling the minimum monthly 
pension to Rs 2,000 to its next meeting to be held in 
March.

Providing 8.65 per cent rate of interest for this fiscal on 
EPF would leave a surplus of Rs 151.67 crore and that is 
why it decided to provide a higher rate this fiscal compared 
to 2017-18.

According to the EPFO income projections, providing 8.7 
per cent rate of interest in EPF would have resulted in a 
deficit of Rs 158 crore.

The EPFO had provided a five-year low rate of interest of 
8.55 per cent to its subscribers for 2017-
18. The body had kept the interest rate at 
8.65 per cent in 2016-17 and 8.8 per cent in 
2015-16. It provided 8.75 per cent interest 
for 2013-14 as well as 2014-15. The rate of 
interest was 8.5 per cent in 2012-13.

Burning topics of the month

& many more...

New Railway Zone for 
Andhra Pradesh.

Prices of  90 cancer 
medicines cut by up to 

87%.

RBI sets up Usha Thorat 
Panel on offshore rupee 

markets.

Asian Hockey Federation has honoured Indian skipper Manpreet Singh with the 2018 Player of the 
Year award.

HAL places order with Thales for 2.75-
inch Rocket Launchers      23 Feb' 19

Hi n d u s t a n 
Aeronautics 
L i m i t e d 

(HAL) has awarded 
a contract to French 
aerospace and 
defence company 
Thales to supply 135 
2.75-inch (70-mm) 
rocket launchers. These certified, field-proven, competitive 
rocket launchers are suitable for use on both light and 
combat helicopters. The order is aimed to boost the tactical 
capabilities of the Indian armed forces.  The Armed Forces 
of India are involved in a wide range of deployments in 
remote theatres, conducting operations beyond the scope 
of traditional homeland defence. This requires to round out 
their available resources with a view to boosting their tactical 
capability.  These 2.75-inch (70-mm) rocket launchers are 
produced using composite material, as a result, they are 50 
per cent lighter than metal launchers, and also eliminates 
corrosion issues.  The solution which would be supplied 
by Thales includes four 2.75-inch (70-mm) 
12-tube rocket launchers, plus fire control 
capability and the T100 sighting system.  
With these rocket launchers, helicopter 
crews will see a significant improvement in 
their tactical capabilities during missions.

CbIC sets up Working Groups to 
Facilitate Exports, Curb Tax Evasion 

25 Feb' 19

The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 
(CBIC) has constituted three working groups 
to suggest ways to facilitate exports, especially 
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through e-commerce, and improve compliance by way 
of curbing tax evasion. The Working Groups would study 
and recommend measures to facilitate trade, promote 
exports and improve compliance.  Mandate of Working 
Groups Export promotion and facilitation with emphasis 
on boosting exports through e-commerce by addressing the 
trade facilitation barriers faced in India’s export market. 
Recommend the ways for improving the quality of logistics 
services for exporters. Enhancing compliance, plugging 
loopholes to improve customs revenue collections and 
curb Integrated GST (IGST) refund frauds. Improving 
the legislative structure of customs tariff and update 
it to suit the emerging and future needs of the economy 
and industry. Creation of a comprehensive export tariff 
structure to enhance India’s export competitiveness. The 
working groups will consult stakeholders, including export 
promotion councils, and submit the report within two 
months.  Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 
(erstwhile Central Board of Excise & Customs) works 
under the Department of Revenue under the Ministry of 
Finance, Government of India.  The board is vested with 
the responsibility of formulation of policy concerning levy 
and collection of Customs, Central Excise duties, Central 
Goods & Services Tax and IGST, prevention of smuggling 
and administration of matters relating to Customs, Central 
Excise, Central Goods & Services Tax, IGST and Narcotics 
to the extent under CBIC’s purview.  The 
Board is the administrative authority for 
its subordinate organizations, including 
Custom Houses, Central Excise and 
Central GST Commissionerates and the 
Central Revenues Control Laboratory.

NITI Aayog hosts Conference on 
Future of Indian banking and role of 

technology Tomorrow      25 Feb' 19

The think tank 
Niti Ayog 
had hosted 

the conference on 
Future of Indian 
Banking and role 
of technology 
Tomorrow in 
association with the 
Foundation for Economic Growth and Welfare (EGROW 
Foundation).  

The conference was aimed at increasing and elevating 
the discourse on the banking sector in India and help in 
developing insights to inform the continued evolution of 

the Indian banking sector for optimally supporting the 
growing credit needs of the Indian economy.  
Evaluating critical banking situation in the country, 
considering domestic and international developments. 
Recapitalization of Public Sector Banks, Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code. The future course of Prompt Corrective 
Action and recovery. Alternatives to Basel Norms, if any. 
Privatization, Mergers and Acquisitions, etc. The event 
witnessed the participation of more than 200 domestic 
and international participants, including policy makers, 
academicians, researchers, professionals, and students 
from various banks, universities and institutes.  The 
Foundation for Economic growth and Welfare (EGROW 
Foundation) is a non-profit, multi-disciplinary public 
policy organisation engaged in independent, high-quality 
research in the areas of macroeconomic 
policy, public welfare, national security 
and diplomacy. The foundation aims to 
contribute to the formation of sound public 
policies, especially in India by providing 
research-based support to policymaking.

Global business Summit 2019 
26 Feb' 19

Global Business 
Summit 2019 
was held in 

New Delhi. It was 
the fifth edition of 
the three-day Summit 
and was inaugurated 
on 22nd February 
2019.  The Keynote 
address was delivered 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the other speakers 
in the event included Union Ministers Arun Jaitley, Piyush 
Goyal Suresh Prabhu, Ravi Shankar Prasad, Founder & 
Chairman of Vedanta Resources Anil Agarwal, Chief 
Marketing Officer of Alibaba Group Chris Tung, Global 
CEO of Virgin Hyperloop One Jay Walder, Chairman 
of Bain Insights Group James Root, among others.  The 
Global Business Summit 2019 was aimed at unfolding the 
myriad contours of the world economy and defining the 
factors that will lead the Indian economy to newer heights 
by way of a carefully crafted plenary session and numerous 
parallel sessions & round table discussions that form part 
of the GBS experience.  
The Global Business Summit launched on January 15, 
2015, is a flagship initiative of the Times Group. The 
Summit envisions to bring together visionaries, thought 
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leaders, heads of state, policy makers, 
academicians and corporate heads 
cohesively driving a singular agenda for 
Scripting Economic Change, by connecting 
the building blocks of Economics for India 
and the Globe.  

Indra Nooyi joins Amazon’s board of 
Directors      26 Feb' 19

PepsiCo's former 
Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) 

Indra Nooyi has joined 
Amazon's board of 
directors. 
Nooyi, who stepped 
down as CEO of 
Pepsico in October 
last year, is the second women of colour to be added on the 
Amazon’s board of Directors. One month ago Starbucks 
executive Rosalind Brewer joined the Amazon Board. 
She was Pepsico CEO from October 2006 to October 
2018, where she also served as the Chairman of its board 
of directors from May 2007 to February 2019. She was 
elected to PepsiCo’s board of directors and became its 
President and Chief Financial Officer in 
2001, and held leadership roles in finance, 
corporate strategy and development, and 
strategic planning after joining PepsiCo 
in 1994. Nooyi has served as a director of 
Schlumberger Limited since April 2015.

GST council reduces Tax rates on 
Housing      26 Feb' 19

The GST council has decided to slash the tax rate on 
under-construction residential properties and the 
affordable housing projects category.  The GST 

council has reduced the GST rate for under construction 
from the present 12 per cent to 5 per cent. The GST 
rate for affordable housing category is now 1 per cent 
compared to the present 8 per cent. The new rates will be 
applicable from April 2019. For both under construction 
and affordable housing category the builders would not be 
able to claim the input tax credit (ITC) which they used to 
get when the tax slabs of 8 per cent and 12 per cent were 
applicable. To ensure that the benefits of tax reduction are 
passed on to the consumers the government has created 
more conditions, especially for the affordable housing 
category. 

Houses under the affordable housing category are divided 
into two categories metro and non-metro. In metro areas 
of Delhi NCR (limited to Delhi, Noida, Greater Noida, 
Ghaziabad), Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Hyderabad and 
Bangalore, the eligibility for affordable housing would be 
properties worth Rs 45 lakh and 60 sq metre carpet area 
and in non-metro cities it would be Rs 45 lakh and 90 sq 
metre. The law committee has been mandated to frame 
the transition rules for those already in construction. The 
government has created a safety net to ensure that the 
removal of input tax credit doesn’t drive the sector to 
the cash-based one, especially in black by mandating the 
builders selling houses under the normal and affordable 
category to procure a large percentage of their inputs from 
GST registered suppliers. This decision of 
the GST council is expected to push demand 
and increase sales of under-construction 
properties. The new norms may even bring 
many more properties, even in the premium 
segment, into the affordable category.

Government Approves Construction 
of more than 5 lakh Affordable 

Houses      27 Feb' 19

The Ministry 
of Housing 
& Urban 

Affairs has approved 
the construction of 
another 560,695 more 
affordable houses for 
the benefit of urban 
poor under Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana 
(Urban). The approval was given by the Central Sanctioning 
and Monitoring Committee under the Ministry of Housing 
& Urban Affairs. The details of the projects approved are 
listed below:  Total of 1,243 projects with a project cost 
of Rs 33,873 crore with central assistance of Rs 8,404 
crore has been approved. The approval of 560,695 more 
houses takes the cumulative number of houses sanctioned 
under PMAY(U) to 79,04,674. State wise Allocation Uttar 
Pradesh: 179,215 Andhra Pradesh: 110,618 Maharashtra: 
101,220 Karnataka: 48,729 Madhya Pradesh: 26,587 
Gujarat: 25,861 Manipur: 13,715 Tamil Nadu: 12,174 
Bihar: 10,084 Odisha: 7,472 Chhattisgarh: 7,067 Kerala: 
4,194 Haryana: 4,019 Rajasthan 3,601 Jharkhand 2,165 
Assam: 1,419 Meghalaya: 1,397 Puducherry: 1,158 The 
allocation is part of the government’s commitment to 
ensure housing for all by 2022.
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20th Session of India-Italy 
Joint Commission for Economic 
Cooperation held      27 Feb' 19

The meeting of 20thIndia-Italy Joint Commission for 
Economic Cooperation (JCEC) began in New Delhi. 
The JCECis an institutional mechanism for bilateral 

trade engagement held at the level of Minister of Commerce 
and Industry of the two countries. The two-day session is 
beingco-chaired by the Union Minister of Commerce and 
Industry, Suresh Prabhu, from the Indian side and by the 
Deputy Minister of Economic Development, Mr. Michele 
Geraci from the Italian side.
Both India and Italy are looking towards the development of 
bilateral economic and trade relations through facilitating 
dialogue and enhancing cooperation in a wide range of 
sectors like machinery, infrastructure and engineering, ICT 
including digitalization, agriculture and IPR.       
The 19th Session of India-Italy JCEC was held in Rome 
on 11th -12th May, 2017.  A number of 
issues of mutual interest for industrial and 
economic cooperation, like machinery, 
energy, SMEs, pharma, leather and 
investment were deliberated upon in the 
Rome meeting.

New Railway Zone for Andhra 
Pradesh      28 Feb' 19

The Union Minister for Railways Piyush Goyal has 
announced the creation of new railway zone for 
Andra Pradesh, Southern Coast Railway Zone to 

be headquartered in Visakhapatnam.  The Southern Coast 
Railway zone would comprise of existing Guntakal, 
Guntur and Vijayawada divisions that currently fall under 
the South Central Railway and the  South Central Railway 
will then consist of the Hyderabad, Secunderabad and 
Nanded divisions. Waltair division under the East Coast 
Railway Zone, covering the northern districts of Andhra 
Pradesh, parts of Chhattisgarh and Odisha will be split into 
two. One part will be incorporated in the new zone and 
merged with the neighbouring Vijayawada division, the 
remaining portion will be converted into a new division, 
headquartered at Rayagada, under the East Coast Railway 
(ECoR). 

Under item 8 of Schedule 13 (Infrastructure) of the Andhra 
Pradesh Reorganization Act, 2014 Indian Railways was 
required to examine establishing a new railway zone in 
the successor state of Andhra Pradesh. Southern Coast 
Railway Zone is a step forward in this direction. The 

establishment is largely seen as a political move since 
the Railway Minister has given assent to the creation of 
new zone despite the internal report of the Railway Board 
calling it “catastrophic”. The report had said that creation 
of a new zone in Andhra Pradesh would be 
“like putting many nails in the coffin of the 
Indian Railways. The South Coast Railway 
zone would be an 18th Railway zone in the 
country. Currently, India has 17 zones and a 
total of 73 divisions.

NITI Aayog, Adobe Partner to 
Enhance Digital Literacy and 
Creativity Skills      28 Feb' 19

Atal Innovation 
Mission and 
s o f t w a r e 

major Adobe have 
signed a Statement of 
Intent to collaborate 
on enhancing 
digital literacy and 
creativity skills.  
Under the agreement, Adobe would implement the Digital 
Disha Programme across 100 schools under Atal Tinkering 
Labs (ATL) initiative.  Teachers and Children across these 100 
schools would benefit from the creative learning resources via 
free access to Adobe Spark premium. This would empower 
them with new age skills to thrive in the current digital era and 
preparing them for long term success.  Atal Tinkering Labs Atal 
Tinkering Labs is the flagship initiative undertaken by NITI 
Aayog under the Atal Innovation Mission. Atal Tinkering Labs 
are aimed at inculcating the values of innovation, technology and 
entrepreneurship amongst India’s youngsters. Atal Tinkering 
Labs are dedicated works spaces where students (Class 6th to 
Class 12th) learn innovation skills and develop ideas that will 
go on to transform India.  Digital Disha Programme Ministry 
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship has partnered with 
Adobe to launch Adobe Digital Disha Programme. Under the 
Adobe Digital Disha Programme, the Adobe 
would provide Adobe Spark application, a fun 
and frictionless storytelling Creative Cloud 
application free of charge for education and 
skill development.

India to grow at 7.2 per cent in 2018-
19: CSO      01 Mar' 19

The Central Statistics Office has released the first 
advance estimates of National Income for 2018-
19. The observations made by CSO are:  Indian 
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economy is expected 
to grow at 7.2 per 
cent in 2018-19, a 
tad higher from 6.7 
per cent in the 2018-
18. Real GVA (Gross 
Value Added) is 
expected to grow at 7 
per cent in the current 
fiscal as against 6.5 per cent in 2017-18. The expansion 
in activities in agriculture, forestry and fishing is likely to 
increase to 3.8 per cent in the current fiscal from 3.4 per 
cent in the preceding year. Growth in the manufacturing 
sector is expected to increase to 8.3 per cent in 2018-19 
up from 5.7 per cent in 2017-18. The growth in the mining 
and quarrying sector is estimated to decline from 2.9 per 
cent in 2017-18 to 0.8 per cent in the current fiscal. Trade, 
hotels, transport, communication and services related to 
broadcasting will also witness deceleration to 6.9 per cent 
in 2018-19 from 8 per cent in 2017-18. The growth rate of 
public administration, defence and other services will also 
dip to 8.9 per cent from 10 per cent last fiscal. Electricity, 
gas, water supply & other utility services growth is 
estimated at 9.4 per cent in 2018-19, up from 7.2 per cent in 
2017-18. The construction sector is expected to grow at 8.9 
per cent from 5.7 per cent previous fiscal. Financial, real 
estate & professional services growth will be a tad higher 
at 6.8 per cent this fiscal against 6.6 per cent 
in 2017-18. CSO also estimates per capita 
net national income during 2018-19 to be 
at Rs 1,25,397, an increase of 11.1 per cent 
as compared to Rs 1,12,835 during 2017-18 
with the growth rate of 8.6 per cent.

RbI, bank of Japan sign bilateral 
Swap Arrangement      01 Mar' 19

Reserve Bank 
of India 
(RBI) and 

Bank of Japan have 
signed a bilateral 
swap agreement. 
The agreement was 
negotiated during 
the visit of Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi to Tokyo last year.  

Bilateral Swap Agreement 

The Swap agreement will provide India access to 75 billion 
US dollars against the 50 billion dollars under earlier BSA. 

Under the agreement, India can access 75 billion dollars 
for its domestic currency, for the purpose of maintaining 
an appropriate level of balance of payments or short-term 
liquidity at its discretion. Currently, India has a comfortable 
level of foreign exchange. The bilateral swap agreement 
will provide India to access the reserves if at any point of 
time when the need arises.  Benefits of the Swap Agreement 
The currency swap makes it easier to improve liquidity 
conditions. Currency swap agreements help in saving for a 
rainy day when the economy is not looking in good shape. 
The swap agreements also contribute towards stabilising 
the country’s balance of payments (BoP) position. The 
agreement aids in improving confidence in the Indian 
market. How does the Swap Agreement work? As part 
of the agreement, the Bank of Japan (Japanese central 
bank) will accept rupees and give dollars to the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI). Similarly, RBI will take the yen and 
give dollars to the Bank of Japan to stabilize each other’s 
currency.  Since the Japanese Yen is one of 
the five currencies included in the IMF’s 
SDR basket and is counted as global hard 
currency, the central part of the agreement 
boils down to Japanese commitment to 
exchange US Dollar for rupee from India.

RbI sets up Usha Thorat Panel on 
offshore rupee markets      01 Mar' 19

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a 
panel under the former deputy governor Usha Thorat 
to examine issues related to offshore rupee markets 

and recommend policy measures to ensure the stability of 
the external value of the domestic currency.  
Mandate for the Panel The panel will study the causes 
behind the development of the offshore rupee market and 
examine the effects of the offshore markets on the rupee 
exchange rate and market liquidity in the domestic market. 
The panel will also recommend measures to address 
concerns, if any, arising out of offshore rupee trading 
besides proposing measures to generate incentives for non-
residents to access the domestic market. 
The panel will recommend measures to generate 
incentives for non-residents to access the domestic market 
and examine the role if any, International Financial 
Services Centres (IFSCs) can play in addressing these 
concerns. 
The members of the Usha Thorat panel will include a 
nominee from the Department of Economic Affairs, 
nominee from the Securities and Exchange Board of India, 
Ajit Ranade, Chief Economist of the Aditya Birla Group, 
Sajjid Chinoy, Chief Economist, JPMorgan, Surendra 
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Rosha, CEO, India, HSBC, Adviser-in-
charge, Department of Economic Policy 
and Research, RBI, and Chief General 
Manager, Financial Markets Regulation 
Department, RBI.

Cabinet approves `1,450 crore for 
share capital of RbI in NHb 

01 Mar' 19

The Union Cabinet headed by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has approved the Rs1,450 crore for 
the share capital of Reserve Bank of India in the 

National Housing Bank (NHB). The authorized capital of 
NHB stood at Rs 2000 crore of which Rs 1450 crore was 
subscribed by RBl.
The Finance Bill 2018 amended the National Housing 
Bank Act, 1987 to transfer RBI’s stake in the NHB to 
the government. The amendment was in accordance with 
the recommendations of the Narasimhan Committee. 
The committee had recommended the transfer of RBI’s 
stake in State Bank of India, NABARD and NHB to the 
government to differentiate the central bank’s role as 
the owner of banks and the sector regulator. Now the 
ownership of the NHB would be vested with the central 
government. This change in ownership will strengthen 
funding support to housing finance companies. The 
transfer of ownership together with segregating RBI’s 
role as a banking regulator and as the owner of NHB will 
aid in strengthening the housing finance scenario in the 
country.  
National Housing Bank (NHB) was established under the 
act of parliament viz. the National Housing Bank Act, 
1987 based on the recommendations of the Rangarajan 
committee.  NHB was set up as the apex institution for 
housing finance and operates as a principal 
agency to promote housing finance 
institutions both at local and regional 
levels. NHB provides provide financial 
and other support to such housing finance 
institutions.

EASE Index Report      02 Mar' 19

The BCG-IBA report EASE Reforms for Public 
Sector Banks measures the performance of 
each PSB on 140 objective metrics across 6 

themes. Findings of the Report Punjab National Bank 
has been ranked first among public sector banks in the 
implementation of ‘reforms agenda’, followed by Bank 
of Baroda and State Bank of India. Punjab National Bank 

with a score of 78.4 out of 100 has been ranked first 
under the theme of EASE (Enhanced Access & Service 
Excellence). PNB is followed by BoB (77.8), SBI (74.6), 
Oriental Bank of Commerce (69), Canara Bank (67.5) 
and Syndicate Bank (67.1). The six Public sector banks 
which are under PCA framework of the RBI have also 
been ranked under the Index.
The performance of PSBs is as shown Indian Overseas Bank 
(66.7), UCO Bank (64.1), United Bank of India (60.8), 
IDBI Bank (60.2), Central Bank of India (55.7) and Dena 
Bank (53.8). The government had announced in January 
2018 that the government would come out with EASE 
-Index for ranking of banks aimed at increasing the public 
accountability of PSBs as independent agencies evaluate 
and rank PSBs annually on reforms.  The 
report has been commissioned through 
Indian Banks’ Association and authored 
by BCG with Forrester Inc., Kantar IMRB 
and TransUnion CIBIL as knowledge 
partners.

Cabinet approves setting up of SPV 
for disinvestment of Air India 

02 Mar' 19

The Union 
Cabinet headed 
by Prime 

Minister Narendra 
Modi has given ex-
post facto approval 
for the creation of 
the Special Purpose 
Vehicle (SPV) and 
associated activities 
for the disinvestment of Air India and its subsidiaries/JV.  
Debt of Air India Ltd. amounting to Rs. 29,464 crore 
would be transferred to Air India Assets Holding Ltd. 
The subsidiaries which are not part of Air India strategic 
disinvestment viz. Air India Air Transport Services Ltd. 
(AIATSL), Airline Allied Services Ltd. (AASL), Air 
India Engineering Services Ltd. (AIESL) and Hotel 
Corporation of India Ltd. (HCI) would be shifted to the 
special purpose vehicle. Non-core assets, painting and 
artefacts and other non-operational assets of Air India 
Ltd would also be transferred to the SPV. 
The disinvestment proceeds from the 
Air India would be utilized to set off the 
working capital loan liability of Air India 
which are not backed by any asset and 
warehoused in the same SPV.
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Rashpal Singh has won the fourth edition of the IDBI Federal Life Insurance New Delhi Marathon in 

Men's Category.

ADb to provide highest ever USD 
926 mn infra loan for Mumbai metro      

02 Mar' 19

The Asian 
Development 
Bank will 

provide a record USD 
926 million (around 
Rs 6,500 crore) to 
operationalise two 
lines of the Mumbai 
Metro Rail System. 
The two lines are 
expected to ease the distress of millions of commuters each 
day and help provide a cleaner, less congested city.
This is the single largest infrastructure project loan in ADB 
history - approved by the ADB Board on February 26 will 
help fund lines 2A (Dahisar to D.N. Nagar), 2B (D.N. 
NagarBandraMandale), and 7 (Dahisar [East] to Andheri 
[East]), totaling about 58 kilometers (km).
The project will fund 63 six-car trains, signalling and 
safety systems, and help establish a new dedicated metro 
operations organisation to manage the entire metro network 
in Mumbai.
The Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority 
(MMRDA) will implement the project. Once operational 
by the end of 2022, an estimated 2 million 
passengers a day will use the two new lines, 
travelling in improved safety and comfort. 
It will also reduce emissions from vehicles, 
with carbon dioxide emissions expected to 
fall by about 1,66,000 tonnes a year.

TVS Motors bags Green Era Award 
for Sustainability      05 Mar' 19

TVS Motor 
C o m p a n y 
has bagged 

the international 
sustainability award 
Green Era Award 
for Sustainability in 
Lisbon, Portugal. Tata 
Motors also won the 
Quality and Business Excellence Award in acknowledgement 
of its endeavour to create new benchmarks in product quality.  
The Green Era Award for Sustainability was awarded at the 
Green Economy Forum held on 10th of February 2019 at 

Lisbon. The forum witnessed the participation of renewable 
energy firms, environmental agencies and green companies 
from the 5 continents. 
The nominees for the Green Era Award for Sustainability 
are based on Energy Efficiency, Creativity & Innovation, 
Increase of Renewable Energy share, and Economic, Social & 
Environmental Impact. The Green Era Award for Sustainability 
recognises the true global exemplars who have 
been innovative and creative in pursuing the 
sustainable imperative. The awards are based 
on the conclusion of the research team of 
Otherways Management & Consulting, France.

US Plans to End India’s Preferential 
Trade Status      06 Mar' 19

President Trump 
notified the 
Congress his 

intent to terminate 
trade benefits for 
both India and Turkey 
under the Generalized 
System of Preference 
(GSP) eligibility 
criteria.  India and GSP About 2,000 products, including 
auto components and textiles, can enter the US duty-free 
if the beneficiary developing country meet the eligibility 
criteria. India was the largest beneficiary of the GSP 
programme in 2017 with $5.7 billion in imports to the US 
given duty-free status. Why the US is planning to withdraw 
GSP for India? President Trump has accused India of failing 
to ensure the US of “equitable and reasonable” access to 
its markets. The US is pressing India to reduce US trade 
deficits and has repeatedly called out India for high tariffs. 
Withdrawal of GSP is part of the President Trumps plan to 
redress what it considers to be unfair trading relationships. 
India has sought talks with the US to avoid the withdrawal 
of the trade benefits under the GSP. India 
has offered a trade package to the US 
which promises of about Rs 35,000 crore 
annually in oil and gas imports from the 
US and another Rs 1,00,000 lakh crore in 
defence orders in the coming years.

China hikes defence budget by 7.5%      
06 Mar' 19

China has increased its defence budget by 7.5 per to 
$177.61 billion up from last year’s $165 billion. 
The 2019 Defence Budget of China stood at 1.19 

trillion yuan (about $177.61 billion) which is three times 



57

WORD OF ENGLISHEtYmoLoGY

MAY 2019  MICA

BECKON (VERB)-  k(ə)n/ while in UK   / bek.ən/ 
US   /  bek.ən/

verb: beckon; 3rd person present: beckons; past tense: 
beckoned; past participle: beckoned; gerund or present 
participle: beckoning

Basic meanings: 

1-  to move your hand or head in a way that tells someone 
to come nearer.

Examples:

 The customs official beckoned the woman to his coun-
ter.

 The wave a mother gives her child to come over to her 
is an example of a beckon.

 He beckoned to me as if he wanted to know something 
from me.

2-  If something beckons, it attracts people.
Example: 

 The bright colours of Holi beckon the kids in the city.
3-  If an event or achievement beckons, it is likely to hap-

pen.
Example: 

 A dog will often give a few anticipatory wags of its 
tail when it beckons, such as getting a treat or going 
outside.

PRONUNCIATION

Pronounce ‘beck’ as ‘back’ and on as deck, back, sack 
etc., hence a simplest pronunciation emerges as beck + on- 
beckon.

DEFINITIONS

to appear attractive or inviting

Example:

A career in the film industry beckoned.

to attract (someone or something)

Example:

If something beckons to you, it is very attractive and you 
feel you have to do something to get it.

ORIGIN

[Middle English bekenen, from Old English bīecnan, 
bēcnan; see bhā- in Indo-European roots.]

RELATED FORMS

Beckon (noun) - a summoning gesture

beck•on•ing•ly, adverb

un•beck•oned, adjective

DERIVED FORMS

SYNONYMS

invite, attract, coax.

ANTONYMS

Repeal, repulse, turn off.

EXAMPLES OF BECKON IN A SENTENCE

If his services are no longer required, perhaps a writing 
career could beckon.

Sunday Times (2016)

The figure raised a hand and beckoned to me for a second 
time.

Sunday Times (2012)

A career in property beckons.

Sunday Times (2006)

FIRST KNOWN USE OF BECKON

 # before 12th century 

NEW AND TRICKY

DESCRIPTION PART OF SPEECH MADE FROM

Beckon itself is a word. It can be both a verb and a noun. Verb basically

CONTEMPORARY EXAMPLES

 # The latter is a bloody red howl beckoning your 
ancestral primal beast to attack.

 —Mike Sula, Chicago Reader-May 2018

 # Among the distinctive items beckoning guests are 
the park’s skillet dishes that are offered at multiple 
locations.

 —Arthur Levine, USA TODAY- April 2018

 # For most, a quick spritz on the wrist or neck will do 
the trick, but hair-reviving hopefuls often send fragrant 
waves a little further north to beckon the scent of a 
fresh blowout.

 —Jenna Rennert, Vogue- May 2018

Shashank Shekhar won the 10 Kilometre race of Nepal's Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Open 
Marathon and Run for Fun held in Kathmandu.
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Branch Name Phone Number

Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136

Ahmedabad 9227575027

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Prayagraj (Allahabad) 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816

Ambikapur 8823868882

Amritsar 9646606160

Asansol 7076880723

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bengaluru 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Chennai 8939777224

Coimbatore 8110967668

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671/9250239674

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723/24

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Ayodhya (Faizabad) 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9204311416

Ghaziabad 9212229752/24

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9229174910

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865 /8790034792

Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar

7032410704

Indore 7581800952

Jabalpur 9229174905

Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894

Jammu 9419305561

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhalandhar 8557088164

Jhansi 9235253424

Jodhpur 9636512855

Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has launched its own payment 
aggregator system, ‘IRCTC iPay.’
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Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

Kanpur Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133

Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497/8017652045

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow Alambagh 
PO

9235253521

Lucknow Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar

9235253548

Lucknow Mahanagar 
PO

9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram

9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 9208235067

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9208243884

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Munger 8881667750

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patiala 9780859721

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438

Rajkot 9979316870

Rampur 9208255388

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Rohtak 8930403886

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Tirupati 9581933099

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vijaywada 8886309897

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661

Union cabinet has given its approval for an MoU between India and Argentina on cooperation in the 
field of Medical Products Regulation.
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the Indian Defence 
Budget.  China’s 
Defence Budget 
growth rate stood at 
7.6 per cent in 2016, 
7 per cent in 2017 and 
8.1 per cent in 2018. 
China’s defence 
spending at $177.61 
billion makes it the highest spender on defence after the 
United States. China is equipping its People’s Liberation 
Army with state-of-the-art hardware, spending heavily on 
stealth warplanes, aircraft carriers and other weaponry. The 
Chinese government has stated that the increased spending 
will “strengthen military training under combat conditions, 
and firmly protect China’s sovereignty, security, and 
development interests.” China has also resorted to major 
reforms of its military, which included giving priority to 
expanding its navy and air force to enhance its influence 
abroad. 
China is demonstrating a more posture towards Taipei 
and China is facing competing claims in the South China 
Sea from Vietnam, the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia and 
Taiwan together with a territorial dispute with historic rival 
Japan in the East China Sea. Hence increased Defence 
Budget of China may be a precursor to a more aggressive 
stance against its neighbours.  China has termed the increase 
in the defence budget as reasonable and appropriate aimed 
at meeting the country’s demand in safeguarding national 
security and military reform with Chinese characteristics. 
China also argues that China’s defence budget at 1.3 per cent 
of the GDP is much less than major developing countries 
which spend two per cent GDP on their 
defence.  China also states that whether a 
country is a military threat to others or not 
is not determined by its increase in defence 
expenditure, but by the foreign and national 
defence policies it adopts.

5 more banks face RbI fine for non-
compliance with Swift directions       

06 Mar' 19

Five banks, including ICICI, Yes Bank and Canara 
Bank faced a total penalty of Rs 10 crore from the 
Reserve Bank for non-compliance with various 

directions.
Bank of Baroda, ICICI Bank, Yes Bank and Canara Bank 
have been penalised by the central bank for not complying 
with directions on global transaction messaging software 
Swift, according to regulatory filings by the lenders.

Allahabad Bank was fined for non-compliance of directions 
with regard to Nostro accounts. A Nostro account is an 
account that a bank holds in a foreign currency in another 
bank.
According to the regulatory filings, state-owned lender 
Bank of Baroda was fined Rs 4 crore, while Canara Bank 
and Allahabad Bank faced a fine of Rs 2 crore each.
The amount of penalty is not material considering the size 
of the bank, and necessary measures for compliance with 
the said RBI directions have been taken, Allahabad Bank 
said in its regulatory filing.
ICICI Bank was slapped with a fine of Rs 1 crore for delay 
in compliance with directions related to Swift, the lender 
informed the bourses.
Yes Bank in a BSE filing said that a penalty of Rs 1 crore 
was imposed on it by the RBI for non-compliance to 
directions on Swift.
The RBI has directed lenders to strictly adhere to directions 
on the Swift system as Punjab National Bank was hit a 
massive Rs 14,000 crore fraud due to the misuse of the 
technology platform.
On Monday, six public and private 
sectors lenders were penalised with a 
collective fine of Rs 17 crore for delay in 
implementation of directions with regard to 
Swift operations.

World bank to provide $250 million 
to boost rural income      06 Mar' 19

The World 
Bank signed a 
$250 million 

loan agreement with 
the government of 
India for the National 
Rural Economic 
Transformation Project 
(NRETP) to help 
women in rural households develop viable enterprises for 
farm and non-farm products. 

According to World Bank, a key focus of the project will 
be to promote women-owned and women-led farm and 
non-farm enterprises across value chains; enable them to 
build businesses that help them access finance, markets and 
networks; and generate employment.

NRETP is an additional financing to the $500 million 
National Rural Livelihoods Project (NRLP) approved 
by the World Bank in July 2011. The $250 million loan 

Jyoti Gawte has won the fourth edition of the IDBI Federal Life Insurance New Delhi Marathon in 
women’s category.
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has a 5 year grace period, and a final maturity of 20 
years.
The NRLP, which is currently being implemented across 
13 states, 162 districts and 575 blocks, has so far mobilised 
more than 8.8 million women from poor rural households 
into 7.5 lakh self-help groups (SHGs).
These SHGs have been further federated into 48,700 
village organisations and 2,900 cluster or gram panchayat-
level federations.
While the 13 states will continue to be supported under the 
new project signed on Tuesday, 125 new districts will be 
added from within these states, the release said.
Since its launch in 2011, the National Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (NRLM) has mobilised 50 million poor rural 
women into self-help groups and their higher-level 
federations.
The other key component of the project includes developing 
financial products using digital financial services to help 
small producer collectives scale-up and engage with the 
market.
It will also support youth skills development, in coordination 
with the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen 
Kaushalya Yojana. Peer-to-peer learning 
across states and across communities was 
a successful strategy under the NRLP and 
will also continue to be used in this project.

Gadkari laid the foundation stone of 
intermodal station in Nagpur 

07 Mar' 19

Union Minister 
Nitin Gadkari 
laid the 

foundation stone for 
development of an 
intermodal station, 
to be built at an 
estimated cost of Rs 
1,588.81 crore, in 
Nagpur.
The intermodal station (IMS) is a passenger terminal 
infrastructure which integrates various transportation 
modes like rail, road, mass rapid transit system, bus rapid 
transit and other para-modal transportation modes.
Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari laid the foundation stone 
for the development and maintenance of IMS at Ajni 
railway station in Nagpur, the Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways said in a statement.

Intermodal stations allow passengers to change 
transportation modes during transit without leaving the 
station premises.
"The station has been designed for horizon year 2050 
with a capacity to handle 3.24 lakh passengers every day. 
The capital cost of this project is Rs 1,588.81 crore out of 
which the cost of development of IMS Nagpur, including 
relocation of railway quarters, structures, is Rs 1,288.81 
crore, while the cost of improvement of road connectivity 
to IMS Nagpur is Rs 300 crore," it said.
The project includes construction of an 
environment-friendly building, it said, 
adding that its roof will be designed to 
collect rain water for harvesting, and 
installation of solar panels to reduce the 
overall energy consumption.

Swachh Survekshan Awards 2019      
07 Mar' 19

Swachh Survekshan 
Awards are given 
by the Union 

Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs based 
on the survey which 
covered all urban local 
bodies in the country. 
The Survey was the 
largest such cleanliness 
survey in the world. 
Swachh Survekshan Awards 2019 Indore was adjudged 
India’s cleanest city for the third straight year. 
The second and third positions were clinched by Ambikapur 
in Chhattisgarh and Mysore in Karnataka. Ahmedabad has 
been named the cleanest big city with a population of more 
than ten lakh. Ujjain has been awarded cleanest medium 
city having a population between 3 lakh to 10 lakh. New 
Delhi Municipal Council area was given the ”Cleanest 
Small City” award. Uttarakhand’s Gauchar was adjudged 
the ”Best Ganga Town”. 

Bhopal has been named the cleanest capital. Raipur won 
the ‘Fastest Moving Big City’. Mathura-Vrindavan won 
the tag of Fastest Moving Medium City. Chhattisgarh 
has bagged the top spot in the category of 
best performing states. Jharkhand is at the 
second spot while Maharashtra is at the 
third. The winners were awarded a statue 
of Mahatma Gandhi’s memento by the 
President Ram Nath Kovind.

Muhammadu Buhari has been re-elected Nigeria's president.
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India bans Import of Solid Plastic 
Waste      07 Mar' 19

The Ministry of 
Environment, 
Forests and 

Climate Change 
has amended the 
Hazardous and other 
Wastes (Management 
and Transboundary 
Movement) Rules, 
2016 to completely ban the import of solid plastic waste.  
The amendment notified by the Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change fixes a loophole which 
previously allowed the import of plastic waste into India 
for processing. The ban on the import of plastics is in lines 
with the principles of sustainable development. To ensure 
the ban doesn’t adversely impact the ease of doing business 
the amendment allows the reverse import of defective 
electrical and electronic assemblies and components 
manufactured in and exported from India, within a year 
of export. The reverse import can be undertaken without 
any prior permission from the Environment Ministry. The 
Hazardous and other waste management rules also provide 
an exemption to the exporters of Silk waste from requiring 
permission from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change. India is exploring various 
options to discourage the use of single-
use plastics and also is emphasising the 
recycling of the plastic waste to reduce 
the burden on the environment thereby 
providing economic benefits.

OECD Growth Forecasts 2019 
07 Mar' 19

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) has reduced the world 
economic growth forecasts for the year 2019.  The 

report notes that trade tensions and political uncertainty, 
including Brexit and erosion of business and consumer 
confidence are weighing on the world’s economy thereby 
contributing to the slowdown. OECD has cut its 2019 
forecast for global economic growth to 3.3% for the current 
year, down from 3.5% it predicted earlier. OECD growth 
forecasts for Germany sank to 0.7% from 1.4%, while 
Italy’s fell from 0.9% growth into a recession at -0.2%. 
OECD forecasts noted that the sharp downturn in the two 
countries reflected “their relatively high exposures to the 
global trade slowdown. The forecasts for France have 

slipped from 1.5% to 1.3%. Britain’s growth forecast has 
been chopped from 1.4% to 0.8%. For the first time, the 
growth rates have fallen below 1% since 2009 following 
the global economic crisis. The 19-nation eurozone was 
particularly hard hit, with predicted growth dropping from 
1.8 per cent to one per cent which was contributed to policy 
uncertainty including those over Brexit. The report notes 
that a sharper slowdown in China would 
have significant adverse consequences for 
global growth and trade. OECD’s forecasts 
are more downbeat than the IMF’s for many 
economies, particularly the euro region and 
the U.K.

RbI Notifies Norms for 2% Interest 
Subsidy Scheme for Short-term Crop 

Loans      08 Mar' 19

The Reserve 
Bank of India 
(RBI) has 

notified the norms for 
banks with regards to 
two per cent interest 
subvention or subsidy 
for short-term crop 
loans during 2018-
19 and 2019-20 under the interest subvention scheme 
approved by the central government.  Interest subvention 
scheme Under the interest subvention scheme, the central 
government provides short term crop loan up to one year for 
a loan up to Rs. 3 lakhs. The Central government provides 
an interest subvention of 2 per cent for these short-term 
crop loans.  The RBI circular notes that interest subvention 
of 2 per cent will be calculated on the crop loan amount 
from the date of its disbursement/drawal up to the date of 
actual repayment of the crop loan by the farmer or up to the 
due date of the loan fixed by the banks whichever is earlier, 
subject to a maximum period of one year.  
For Farmers repaying the loan promptly at 
additional 2 per cent interest subvention is 
provided. This brings down the effective 
rate of short-term crop loans works out to 
be 4 per cent per annum.

RbI Eases business Guidelines for 
White Label ATMs      08 Mar' 19

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has eased business 
guidelines for white label ATMs. These new 
guidelines increase the avenues of revenue earning 

for the white label ATMs.  

K. J. Srinivasa has been appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to Guyana.



64

NEWS BITES EConomY

MICA  MAY 2019

IbbI Signs Cooperation Agreement 
with IFC      10 Mar' 19

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 
(IBBI) has signed a cooperation agreement with 
the International Finance Corporation (IFC) to 

assist IBBI in further building the capacity of insolvency 
professionals and insolvency professional agencies for the 
purpose of the bankruptcy code.  IBBI established under 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 provides a 
platform for re-organisation and insolvency resolution of 
corporate persons, partnership firms and individuals in a 
time bound manner for maximisation of the value of assets, 
to promote entrepreneurship, availability of credit and 
balance the interests of all the stakeholders. IBBI exercises 
regulatory oversight over the insolvency professionals, 
insolvency professional agencies and information utilities. 
Under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 IBBI 
prescribes and enforces rules for processes, namely, 
corporate insolvency resolution, corporate liquidation, 
individual insolvency resolution and individual bankruptcy. 
IFC would assist IBBI in the effective implementation of 
the Code and its allied rules and regulations 
by assisting in further building the capacity 
of insolvency professionals and insolvency 
professional agencies for the purpose of the 
bankruptcy code.

Prices of 90 cancer medicines cut by 
up to 87%      10 Mar' 19

The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 
(NPPA) has reduced the MRP of 390 non-scheduled 
cancer medicines have been reduced by up to 87%.  

NPA has asked the manufacturers and hospitals to revise the 
prices based on the trade margin formula.  The release by 
the NPPA states that five brands will see a price reduction 
of about 70%, while 12 others will see a 50-70% price cut. 
MRPs of 45 cancer medicines will reduce by 25%.  
This price reduction is expected to result in annual savings 
of around Rs 800 crore for patients. The price reduction 
is expected to benefit about 22 lakh cancer patients in 
India. National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) 
constituted in 1997 is an independent Regulator for pricing 
of drugs and to ensure availability and accessibility of 
medicines at affordable prices under the Ministry of 
Chemicals & Fertilizers.  
Functions of NPPA:  

 # To implement and enforce the provisions of the Drugs 
(Prices Control) Order. 

Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) set up, owned and 
operated by non-bank entities are called White Label 
ATMs. These White Label ATMs provide banking 
services to the customers of banks on the basis of the 
cards (debit/credit/prepaid) issued by banks. The non-
bank entities which set up, own and operate ATMs are 
called White Label ATM Operators. Their role is confined 
to enabling the transactions of all banks customers by 
establishing technical connectivity with the existing 
authorized, shared ATM Network Operators or Card 
Payment Network Operators.  These White Label ATM 
operators are entitled to receive a fee from the banks for 
the use of ATM resources by the bank’s customers and 
they are not permitted to charge bank customer directly 
for the use of WLAs.  
At present there are eight White Label ATM operators in the 
country – AGS Transact Technologies Ltd, BTI Payments 
Pvt Ltd, Hitachi Payment Services Pvt Ltd, Muthoot 
Finance Ltd, RiddiSiddhi Bullions Ltd, SREI Infrastructure 
Finance Ltd, Tata Communications Payment Solutions Ltd, 
and Vakrangee Ltd.  
New Guidelines 

The White Label ATM Operators are now allowed to 
buy wholesale cash, above a threshold of 1 lakh pieces 
(and in multiples thereof) of any denomination, directly 
from the Reserve Bank and currency chests against full 
payment. 
They are also allowed to source cash from any scheduled 
bank, including cooperative banks and regional rural 
banks. The White Label ATM Operators can also offer bill 
payment and Interoperable Cash Deposit services, subject 
to technical feasibility and certification by the National 
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). 
The White Label ATM Operators can also display 
advertisements pertaining to non-financial products or 
services anywhere within the WLA premises, including the 
ATM screen, except the main signboard by ensuring that 
the advertisements running on the screen disappear once 
the customer commences a transaction. 
Banks can issue co-branded ATM cards in partnership with 
the authorised White Label ATM operators and may extend 
the benefit of ‘on-us’ transactions (where the customer or 
cardholder and ATM are of the same bank) to their WLAs 
as well. 
RBI has stated that all guidelines, safeguards, 
standards, and control measures applicable 
to banks relating to currency handling and 
cyber-security framework for ATMs, shall 
also be applicable to WLA operators.

Union Skill Development Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has inaugurated "Skill Saathi Youth 
Conclave" in Bhubaneswar, Odisha.
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 # To monitor the availability of drugs, identify shortages, 
if any, and to take remedial steps. 

 # To collect and maintain data on production, exports 
and imports, the market share of individual companies, 
the profitability of companies etc, for bulk drugs and 
formulations. 

 # To undertake relevant studies with respect to the 
pricing of drugs and pharmaceuticals. 

 # To render advice to the Central Government on 
changes and revisions in the drug policy. 

 # To render assistance to the Central Government in the 
parliamentary matters relating to the drug pricing. 

 # NPPA implements the National Pharmaceutical Pricing 
Policy 2012. 

 # NPPA provides ceiling price to all 
Drugs notified under Schedule-I of 
the DPCO, 2013 and monitors annual 
price increase for these and the non-
scheduled drugs.

Global Macro Outlook for 2019 and 
2020      11 Mar' 19

Moody’s has released its quarterly Global Macro 
Outlook for 2019 and 2020. The outlook 
highlights the following points about India:  

Indian economy is expected to grow at 7.3 per cent in the 
calendar year 2019 and 2020. The proposed government 
spending ahead of elections in 2019 will support near-
term growth. India is less exposed to the slowdown in 
global manufacturing trade growth when compared to 
other major Asian economies emerging markets. India 
is poised to grow at a relatively stable pace in the two 
years. In the financial year, 2018-19 Indian economy is 
estimated to have grown 7 per cent, lower than 7.2 per 
cent in 2017-18. 

The direct cash transfer programme for farmers and the 
middle-class tax relief measures announced in the Interim 
budget 2019 will contribute a fiscal stimulus of about 0.45 
per cent of GDP. Although the overall strength of the Indian 
Banking system is improving, it remains a constraint on the 
economy. The report states that a complete turnaround of 
the banking system requires more time amid slower-than-
expected resolution of legacy problem loans. The report 
concludes that with range-bound oil prices, 
export growth has outpaced import growth 
for the last two years. Fiscal spending on 
infrastructure and the rural economy should 
continue to support domestic activity.

RbI replies to RTI regarding 
Demonetisation      12 Mar' 19

The minutes of meeting which had approved the 
demonetisation of Rs 500 and Rs 1000 currency 
notes has been revealed through RTI. The 

government had contested that demonetisation would help 
curb black money and a steep rise in Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 
notes; check the circulation of fake currency and promote 
e-payments and financial inclusion.  
RBI Directors had contested the government’s claim about 
curbing black money by highlighting that most of the black 
money is held not in cash but in the form of real sector 
assets such as gold or real estate and this move would 
not have a material impact on the assets. RBI Directors 
refuted the government’s argument about the growth in 
high denomination notes being much faster than the pace 
of economic expansion, by reasoning that when adjusted 
for inflation, the difference may not be so stark. 
RBI has stated that even though the incidence of 
counterfeiting is a concern, Rs 400 crore as a percentage 
of the total quantum of currency in circulation is not very 
significant. Despite these reservations and disagreements, 
the RBI board had approved the demonetisation in larger 
public interest as it provided an opportunity to promote 
financial inclusion and digital payments. 
Further the government had assured the 
RBI directors that it would take measures 
to contain the use of cash and promote 
financial inclusion and electronic modes of 
payment.

World Gold Council Report 
12 Mar' 19

The World 
Gold Council  
released its 

latest report that 
highlights the quantum 
of gold holding by the 
different countries. 
The findings of the 
report are:  India 
has the 11th largest gold reserve and the current holding 
pegged at 607 tonnes. India’s would have been at the tenth 
position had the list included only countries. International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) ranks third on the list with total gold 
reserves of 2,814 tonnes. The top spot is occupied by US  
gold reserves of 8,133.5 tonnes, followed by Germany with 
3,369.7 tonnes. The third and fourth slot is occupied by 

Saurabh Chaudhary and Manu Bhaker have won the gold medal in 10-metre air pistol mixed team 
event at the ISSF World Cup in New Delhi.
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Germany and France with reserves of around 2,400 tonnes 
each. China and Japan have more reserves of the precious 
metal when compared to India. Mainland China has gold 
reserves of 1,864.3 tonnes and Japan has gold reserves of 
765.2 tonnes. The report notes that Gross purchases of 48 
tonnes and gross sales of 13 tonnes led to an increase in 
global gold reserves by 35 tonnes on a net basis in January, 
with sizeable increases from nine central banks. This was 
the largest January increase in gold reserves since 2002 
and illustrates the recent strength in gold accumulation. 
The World Gold Council is the market development 
organisation for the gold industry and it 
aims to stimulate and sustain demand for 
gold, provide industry leadership, and be 
the global authority on the gold market. 
The members of the World Gold Council 
include gold mining companies.

EU Adds 10 Countries to Tax blacklist      
13 Mar' 19

The European 
Union has 
expanded its 

tax haven blacklist 
by including 10 
countries. The list 
now has 15 countries. 
The list was first 
drawn up by EU 
in 2017 in the wake of several scandals, including the 
Panama Papers and LuxLeaks, that pushed the EU into 
doing more to fight tax evasion by multinationals and the 
rich.  Expansion of the List Seven countries Aruba, Belize, 
Bermuda, Fiji, Oman, Vanuatu and Dominica were moved 
from greylist to blacklist due to their inability towards 
reform commitments. Three other countries are added into 
the list are Barbados, the United Arab Emirates and the 
Marshall Islands. 
EU list of Tax Blacklist or Tax Havens Tax Havens provide 
taxpayers with opportunities for tax avoidance, while 
their secrecy and opacity also serve to hide the origin of 
the proceeds of illegal and criminal activities. Features of 
these Tax Havens include low or zero taxation, fictitious 
residences (with no bearing on reality) and tax secrecy.  
EU initiated the naming and shaming tactics through Tax 
blacklist or Tax havens as a tool for securing 
a level playing field and as an external 
strategy for effective taxation by assessing, 
screening and listing third-country tax 
jurisdictions which are non-cooperative in 
tax matters.

RbI to inject liquidity worth USD 5 bn 
into system      14 Mar' 19

The Reserve Bank has said that it will inject long-
term liquidity worth USD 5 billion into the system 
through foreign exchange swap arrangement with 

banks for three years.
The swap will be in the nature of a simple buy/sell foreign 
exchange swap from the Reserve Bank side. Under 
the swap, a bank would sell US dollars to the RBI and 
simultaneously agree to buy the same amount of US dollars 
at the end of the swap period.
The US Dollar amount mobilised through the auction, to be 
conducted on March 26, would also reflect in RBI's foreign 
exchange reserves for the tenor of the swap while also 
reflecting in RBI's forward liabilities.
The market participants, it said, would be required to place 
their bids in terms of the premium that they are willing to 
pay to the RBI for the tenor of the swap, 
expressed in paisa terms up to two decimal 
places. Under the swap auction, minimum 
bid size would be USD 25 million and in 
multiples of USD 1 million thereafter.

Cabinet Approves Proposal to Align 
with Global Trademark System 

14 Mar' 19

The Cabinet has approved the proposal to harmonise 
the classification systems for examination of 
trademark and design applications, in line with the 

systems, followed globally. 
As a step forward in this direction the cabinet has approved 
India’s accession for the following agreements:  Nice 
Agreement on the International classification of goods and 
services for the purposes of registration of marks. Vienna 
Agreement for setting up an International classification of 
the figurative elements of marks. 
Locarno Agreement for establishing an International 
classification for industrial designs. Benefits of the 
Accession The accession will help the Intellectual 
Property Office in India to harmonise the classification 
systems for examination of trademark and design 
applications, in line with the classification systems, 
followed globally.
The accession would give an opportunity to include 
Indian designs, figurative elements and goods in the 
international classification systems. The accession is 
expected to instil confidence in foreign investors in 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the "Khelo India Mobile App" to create awareness 
about sports and fitness in the country.
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relation to the protection of IPs in India. The accession 
would facilitate in exercising rights in 
decision-making processes regarding 
review and revision of the classifications 
under the agreement. The accession is 
part of the government’s commitment 
to strengthen the Indian Intellectual 
property regime.

MCA Releases National Guidelines 
on Responsible business Conduct      

14 Mar' 19

The Ministry 
of Corporate 
Affairs has 

formulated the 
National Guidelines 
on Responsible 
Business Conduct 
(NGRBC) by 
revising the National 
Voluntary Guidelines on Social, Environmental and 
Economic Responsibilities of Business, 2011 (NVGs).  
National Guidelines on Responsible Business Conduct 
(NGRBC) urge businesses to actualise the principles in 
letter and spirit. 
The principles under NGRBC are:  

 # Businesses should conduct and govern themselves 
with integrity in a manner that is Ethical, Transparent 
and Accountable. 

 # Businesses should provide goods and services in a 
manner that is sustainable and safe Businesses should 
respect and promote the well-being of all employees, 
including those in their value chains. 

 # Businesses should respect the interests of and be 
responsive to all their stakeholders. Businesses should 
respect and promote human rights. 

 # Businesses should respect and make efforts to protect 
and restore the environment. Businesses, when 
engaging in influencing public and regulatory policy, 
should do so in a manner that is responsible and 
transparent. 

 # Businesses should promote inclusive 
growth and equitable development. 

 # Businesses should engage with and 
provide value to their consumers in a 
responsible manner. 

RbI categorises IDbI bank as private 
sector lender      15 Mar' 19

IDBI Bank has 
been categorised 
by the RBI as a 

private sector lender 
following acquisition 
of majority stake 
by Life Insurance 
Corporation. In 
January, LIC 
completed the process of picking up a controlling 51% 
stake in the nearly crippled IDBI Bank.
According to RBI the IDBI Bank has been categorised as 
a 'private sector bank' for regulatory purposes by Reserve 
Bank of India with effect from 21 January 2019 consequent 
upon LIC acquiring 51% of the total paid-up equity share 
capital of the bank.
IDBI Bank has been under the prompt corrective action 
framework of RBI that bans it from corporate lending and 
branch expansions, salary hikes and other regular activities. 
However, the lender has charted out a revival strategy to 
bring banking and insurance under one roof, along with its 
new owner Life Insurance Corporation (LIC).
Last week, IDBI Bank informed about appointment of 
LIC as a corporate agent under bancassurance channel. 
In the long term, the bank and LIC will have a common 
investment strategy, use each other's resources like real 
estate, commercial and residential space, bank branches, 
premises and ATMs and digital marketing, among others, 
the bank had said.
Both entities will also undertake rationalisation of the 
common subsidiaries in mutual funds and 
life insurance arms, as per the strategic 
plan. For December quarter of this fiscal, 
IDBI Bank reported widening of loss to 
`4,185.48 crore as bad loans surged.

NTPC signs pact with Indian Railways 
for fly ash transportation      15 Mar' 19

NTPC has teamed up with the Indian Railways 
for fly ash transportation, a move that will help 
enhance ash utilisation at Rihand and Vindhyachal 

Super Thermal Power plants.
NTPC has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Hazipur-based East Central Railway Zone for 
transportation of fly ash under Indian Railways' Special 
Freight Train Operator (SFTO) scheme.

Kotak Mahindra Bank has approved a proposal to increase foreign shareholding limit to 45% from 
the existing 43%.
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According to the company statement, NTPC has become 
the first entity in the country to sign an SFTO agreement 
with Indian Railways.   The pact with Indian Railways for 
fly ash transportation will help enhance ash utilisation at 
Rihand and Vindhyachal Super Thermal Power plants and 
it will be further extended to other NTPC projects. Fly ash 
will be transported by Bogey Tank For Alumina Powder 
(BTAP) rakes, which are leak proof wagons with special 
air fluidizing system.
As part of the agreement, NTPC has procured three BTAP 
rakes and each rake will have a capacity of 3,060 tonne ash. 
The first of the three rakes is expected to arrive by October 
2019.
The signing of the MoU with Indian 
Railways is a definitive step towards 
further enhancing fly ash utilisation limit at 
NTPC plants. Further, it will ease sourcing 
of raw materials for downstream industries 
in the region. 

bandhan bank got RbI's approval for 
acquisition of Gruh Finance 

16 Mar' 19

Bandhan Bank 
has received 
no objection 

from the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) for the 
proposed acquisition 
of Gruh Finance. 
Gruh Finance, the 
affordable housing 
finance arm of HDFC Ltd, was taken over in January by 
Kolkata-based Bandhan Bank in a share-swap deal. 

As part of the deal, Bandhan Bank has to transfer 14.9 per 
cent stake to HDFC for merging Gruh with itself.

The deal will allow Bandhan Bank's promoter Bandhan 
Financial Holdings to come down to about 61 per cent 
from about 82 per cent, and HDFC to hold around 15 
per cent in the merged entity from about 57 per cent in 
Gruh.

The swap ratio for the amalgamation will 
be 568 shares of Bandhan Bank for every 
1,000 shares of Gruh Finance. Stock of 
Bandhan Bank closed 0.45 per cent down 
at Rs 511.05 on the BSE.

Tata Power-DDL ties up with 
European firms to implement smart 

grid pilot in Delhi      16 Mar' 19

Tata Power-
DDL joined 
hands with 

European firms 
Enedis, Schneider 
Electric, Odit-e 
and VaasaETT 
to implement a 
1-megawatt smart 
grid demonstration 
project in the national capital, which would be insulated 
from any blackout in the main grid.
This microgrid will cater to a specific area which could be 
connected to main grid or can be at an isolated place. It will 
help store and supply renewable energy generation in the 
area and insulate the area from any outage or fluctuation in 
the main grid.
The project is planned to start in May this year and is 
expected to be completed by October 2022. In common 
parlance, this microgrid is in a way islanding of specific 
area for power supply. After the grid failure in 2012, the 
government has been working on the islanding project for 
Delhi.
This demonstrative project would be for specific area 
covering around 1000 households. The project would either 
be implemented the project in Civil Lines 
or Pitampura in Delhi. The project would 
lead to maximisation of local consumption 
of renewable energy and support demand-
side management through islanding 
capability of microgrid.

SbI, ICICI, HDFC bank to remain 
D-SIbs      18 Mar' 19

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced that 
SBI, ICICI and HDFC Banks would continue as 
Domestic Systemically Important Banks (D-SIBs) 

for 2018. D-SIBs The recognition as Domestic Systemically 
Important Banks (D-SIBs) implies that banks are too big 
to fail. This creates an expectation of government support 
for them in times of financial distress. As a result, banks 
enjoy certain advantages in funding markets. Inclusion 
in the list gives additional comfort to investors that these 
banks won’t be allowed to fail and therefore, borrowing 
costs of these banks from the markets are cheaper than 

Allahabad Bank, Corporation Bank and Dhanlaxmi Bank have been taken out of the Prompt 
Corrective Action (PCA) framework of RBI.
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their peers. Inclusion in D-SIB also implies that the failure 
of any of these banks would have a cascading effect on 
the Indian financial system. These D-SIBs are required to 
maintain an additional common equity requirement based 
on the bucket in which a D-SIB is placed. SBI in the third 
bucket was setting aside 0.45 per cent of its assets as an 
additional capital requirement and have to set aside 0.60 
per cent of its risk-weighted assets. ICICI Bank and HDFC 
which are in the fifth bucket are required to set aside 0.20 
per cent Bank’s capital requirement from 
0.15 per cent now. The RBI had initiated 
the recognition as D-SIBs from 2015 and 
places these banks in appropriate buckets 
depending upon their Systemic Importance 
Scores (SISs).

Mercer Quality of Living Ranking 
2019      20 Mar' 19

The Quality 
of Living 
Index 2019 

was released by the 
Consulting Agency 
Mercer. The index 
was based on the data 
analysed between 
September and 
November 2018. The index ranks 231 cities.  Quality 
of Living Index 2019 Austrian capital Vienna tops the 
Mercer’s index of most liveable cities for the 10th year in a 
row. Vienna was closely followed by Zurich in Switzerland. 
Auckland, Munich, and Vancouver came in joint third. San 
Francisco with the ranking of 34 was named the best city 
to live in in the U.S. London with a ranking of 41st was 
the best city in the UK on Mercer’s scale. Singapore with 
a ranking of 25th has held onto its status as Asia’s most 
livable city. Uruguay’s capital Montevideo was the highest 
ranked city in South America. Port Louis, Mauritius, was 
Africa’s top city. Baghdad ranked last, followed by Bangui 
in the Central African Republic and Yemen’s capital Sanaa. 
Indian Cities in the List Hyderabad and Pune topped the 
list among the Indian cities with a rank of 143. Bengaluru 
was the second best with the ranking of 149. Mumbai 
with the ranking of 154 stood third among Indian cities. 
The capital of India, New Delhi ranked at 162 in Mercer’s 

Quality Of Living Index. The index is based on 39 factors 
such as access to public transport and traffic 
congestion levels, availability of housing 
and international schools city’s cultural 
scene which are grouped under 10 heads 
like “political and social environment”, 
“recreation”.

SAIL launches Smart Garbage bins      
20 Mar' 19

Steel Authority 
of India Ltd 
(SAIL) has 

launched smart 
garbage bins made 
of stainless steel 
which integrates 
technology for smart 
waste management.  
The Smart Garbage Bins will send signals to the garbage 
collection vehicle about the ‘fill-up’ position of the bin. This 
provides for better cleaning and lower human intervention. 
These Smart Garbage Bins made up of SAIL SALEM 
stainless steel will be installed in underground Reinforced 
Cement Concrete (RCC) pits at the Smart Garbage Station. 
This will help prevent the spread of stink and diseases.

There will be separate bins for recyclable and non-
recyclable wastes. The pits will be covered with a pit cover 
fabricated out of stainless steel slip-free sheets. Suitable 
openings on the pit cover will be provided to allow the 
sanitation crew to dump the collected garbage into the 
stainless steel bins placed underground. IOT (Internet 
of Things) enabled Gazelle sensors on the pit cover will 
transmit signals to the collection vehicle about the “fill-up” 
position. Compactor will lift the stainless steel bins from the 
underground pits and empty the garbage into the compactor 
vehicle. Initially, these Smart Garbage Bins will be placed 
at one each at Kamala Nagar in North and BhikajiCama 
Place in South Delhi. SAIL is looking 
for other municipalities as well as metro 
cities to take this initiative further. SAIL is 
looking to take up production of stainless 
steel garbage bins on a commercial scale 
depending upon the response.
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In 71kg women, Sarbjeet Kaur of Punjab lifted gold 
with a lift of 213kg (snatch 89kgs; clean & jerk 124kgs), 
while Lalchhanhimi of Mizoram settled 
for silver with 207 kg (snatch 92 kgs; 
clean & jerk 115kgs) and KH Sarjubala 
Devi representing Manipur bagged 
bronze with a lift of 202kg (Snatch 89 
kgs; Clean & Jerk 113kgs).

One gold, five silver medals for India 
at Makran Cup boxing in Iran 

01 Mar' 19

National champion 
Deepak Singh 
(49kg) was the 

lone Indian boxer to 
notch up a gold, while 
five others claimed silver 
medals in the Makran Cup 
in Chabahar, Iran. Deepak 
defeated Jaafar Naseri in 
the finals. However, none 
of the other five Indian finalists could win their summit 
clashes. Finishing second on the podium were P Lalitha 
Prasad (52kg), Commonwealth Games silver-medallist 
Manish Kaushik (60kg), Duryodhan Singh Negi (69kg), 
Sanjeet (91kg) and Commonwealth Games silver-medallist 
Satish Kumar (+91kg).
Manish, also a national champion, lost to Danial Shah 
Baksh, while Satish was beaten by Mohammad Mlias.
Sanjeet, a gold-medallist at the India Open last year, went 
down to Eldin Ghossoun in his final bout. Prasad couldn't 
put it past Omid Safa Ahmedi and settled 
for the second position. Duryodhan lost to 
Sajjad Zadeh Kezim in the welterweight 
final. Earlier, Rohit Tokas (64kg) and 
Manjeet Singh Panghal (75kg) lost in the 
semifinals to sign off with bronze medals.

Burning topics of the month

& many more...

Centre for Disability 
Sports to come up at 

Gwalior.

Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahad 
al-Sabah re-elected Asian 

Olympic chief.

Cricket to be re-
introduced in Asian 

Games.

Saurabh Chaudhary wins gold, 
secures Olympic quota      25 Feb' 19

India's 16 year old 
shooter Saurabh 
Chaudhary smashed 

the world record on his 
way to a gold medal in 
the ISSF World Cup and 
secured the country's 
third Tokyo Olympics 
quota. The 16-year-old 
claimed the top honours in the men's 10m air pistol event at the 
season-opening International Shooting Sport Federation event. 
The Asian Games gold medallist ended the event with a total 
score of 245. 
Dami Mikec of Serbia was second in the 
podium with a score of 239.3, while the 
bronze medal was bagged by Wei Pang of 
China, who managed 215.2.

Chanu wins gold at Senior 
Weightlifting National      25 Feb' 19

S Thasana Chanu of 
Manipur claimed 
gold in 64 kg 

women's event on the 
third day of the 71st Men 
and 34th Women Senior 
National Weightlifting 
championship.
Chanu lifted a total of 
212 kgs (snatch 90kgs; clean & jerk 122kgs) for the yellow 
metal, while Rakhi Halder of Railway sports Promotion 
Board secured silver lifting 204 kgs (snatch 87 Kgs and clean 
& jerk 117kgs) and Haryana's Anju Chauhan bagged bronze 
with a lift of 202 kg (snatch 86 kgs; clean & jerk 116kgs).

West Bengal Government has inaugurated a web portal 'Banglar Shiksha', which will provide real-
time data on state-run and aided schools.
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Centre for Disability Sports to come 
up at Gwalior      03 Mar' 19

The Union 
Cabinet has 
approved the 

proposal for setting 
up of a Centre for 
Disability Sports at 
Gwalior in Madhya 
Pradesh. The Centre 
for Disability Sports, 
Gwalior will be set up at an estimated cost f Rs 170.99 
crore, spread over a period of 5 years.  
The Centre of Disability Sports would be registered under the 
Societies Registration Act, 1860. The centre would create an 
improved sports infrastructure to ensure effective participation 
of persons with disabilities in sports activities and also enable 
them to compete at national and international levels. The centre 
would aid in developing a sense of belonging in Divyangjan to 
facilitate their integration in society. 
The centre would aid in achieving the objective under 
the Section 30 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(RPwD) Act, 2016 which enjoins the 
Government to take measures to ensure 
effective participation of Persons with 
Disabilities in sports activities which inter-
alia, includes a provision of infrastructural 
facilities for sports activities for them.

Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahad al-Sabah re-
elected Asian Olympic chief 

04 Mar' 19

Kuwait's Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-
Fahad Al-

Sabah has been re-
elected president of 
the powerful Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA). 
Earlier, Forgery charges 
forced him to step 
aside from the International Olympic Committee and other 
duties. Sheikh Ahmad, considered a major powerbroker in 
world sport, won a new five-year term until 2024, the OCA 
said, extending a reign that started in 1991 over the body 
that controls the Asian Games and other regional events. 
In November, Sheikh Ahmad stood down as an IOCNSE 
2.39 % member pending an ethics committee investigation 

after a forgery case was brought against 
him in Switzerland. 
He also asked not to be re-elected president 
of the Association of National Olympic 
Committees (ANOC). 

Cricket to be re-introduced in Asian 
Games      05 Mar' 19

The Olympic 
Council of 
Asia (OCA) 

has decided to 
reintroduce Cricket 
in the 2022 Asian 
Games to be held at 
Hangzhou, China.  
Cricket in Asian 
Games Earlier Cricket had featured in 2010 and 2014 Asian 
Games but was dropped from the 2018 Asian Games. In 
all probabilities mostly T20 version of cricket would be 
introduced in the Asian Games like it happened during 
the 2010 and 2014 edition in Guangzhou and Incheon 
respectively. In 2014, Sri Lanka and Pakistan won the 
men’s and women’s gold and in 2010 Bangladesh and 
Pakistan claimed the top honours.
Indian Cricket Teams did not participate in both the 
editions. In another major decision, the OCA has agreed 
to invite Oceania countries including Australia to compete 
at the 2022 Asian Games. Oceania athletes participation 
is limited to sports which qualify for the 2024 Olympics 
through Asia, including volleyball, beach 
volleyball, basketball, soccer and fencing.  
Asian Games Asian Games, also known as 
Asiad is a  multi-sport event held every four 
years among athletes from all over Asia.

Sailor Upamanyu Dutta clinches 
bronze in Asian regatta      11 Mar' 19

Young Mumbai 
sailor Upamanyu 
Dutta bagged the 

bronze medal in the Laser 
Standard race for men in 
the Laser Asian Sailing 
Championship which 
concluded in Singapore. 
Nethra Kumanan of 
Chennai achieved a creditable 4th position in the Laser 
Radial event for women.

Union Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment Thawar chand Gehlot has inaugurated the National 
Conference on “Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS)” in New Delhi.
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Belgian Open 2019. As per the information available on 
WDBS website, the tournament was held at the Trickshot 
Club in Bruges, Belgium, and Subramaniam, fondly known 
as 'Raja', lost to England's Daniel Blunn in the final to settle 
for sliver.

Blunn claimed a record eighth WDBS title. Subramanian 
was competing in his first competition since the 2016 Open 
Disability Snooker Championship.

In the semifinals, he defeated Welshman Ben Rawson 2-1 
to set up a clash of the titans in the final. Having dropped 
one frame in the group stages to David 
Moore, Blunn progressed to the final with 
knockout victories against Olivier Biernaux 
and David Church, the latter in a repeat of 
last year's final in Belgium.

Special Olympics World Games 
Inaugurated at Abu Dhabi 

16 Mar' 19

The Special 
O l y m p i c s 
World Games 

2019 was inaugurated 
at Abu Dhabi. The 
Special Olympics 
World Games 2019 
is being hosted by the 
cities of Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai in the United Arab Emirates.  For the first time, 
the Special Olympics is being held in the Middle East and 
North Africa region.

The Special Olympics are held every two years and 
alternates between summer and winter.  Previous Special 
Olympics were held in Austria (2017) and the next Special 
Olympics will be held in Sweden (2021). 

The motto of Special Olympics “Let me win. But if I 
cannot win, let me brave in the attempt.’ 
embodies what every athlete wants to 
pursue in life by dispelling the myth that 
children with intellectual disabilities must 
be confined behind the walls of unique and 
uncommon societies.

Muktesh Kumar Pardeshi has been appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to New 
Zealand.

Upamanyu, who is currently training in Europe under coach 
Trevor Millar, entered the event in Singapore as one of 
the favoured contenders, having won the 
Euromed Championship in Malta last month. 
The young sailor sailed superbly to gain 
India's first ever medal in the competitive 
single-handed Laser Standard category.

China's Liu Hong sets 50km walk 
world record      11 Mar' 19

China's Liu Hong 
became the 
first woman to 

complete the women's 
50km race walk event 
in less than four hours. 
The Olympic gold 
medallist completed 
the Chinese Race Walk 
Grand Prix in the eastern city of Huangshan in just 3hr 59min 
15 sec. She shaved more than five minutes off the previous 
record set by compatriot Liang Rui.
It is the first 50km outing for the 31-year-old, who has 
just returned from two years of maternity leave in 2019. 
A two-time World Championships winner, she also holds 
the women's 20km world record of 1hr 24min 38sec set in 
Spain's La Coruna in 2015.
Liu pipped Mexico's Maria Gonzalez by just two seconds to 
win the Olympic women's 20km race walk in a nail-biting finish 
in Rio de Janeiro in 2016. Chinese athletes 
dominated Saturday's Huangshan race, with Li 
Maocuo shaving 11 minutes off her personal 
best to finish second at 4hr 3min 51sec and Ma 
Faying coming in third at 4hr 7min 30sec.

Mumbai cueist shines with silver 
medal at belgium event      16 Mar' 19

Mu m b a i ' s 
s e a s o n e d 
cueist V 

Subramaniam has 
bagged a silver medal 
in the group 4-5 
event of the World 
Disability Billiards 
and Snooker (WDBS) 
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Burning topics of the month

& many more...

UK Issues New Black 
Hole Coin in Honour of  

Stephen Hawking.

Unlocking National Energy 

Efficiency Potential.

UN Environment’s sixth 
Global Environment 
Outlook released.

The Union cabinet approved an agreement between India and the United States to access tipline 
reports on missing and exploited children.

bEL Launches Atmospheric Water 
Generator      26 Feb' 19

The Defence 
PSU Bharat 
Electronics Ltd 

(BEL) has unveiled 
the Atmospheric 
Water Generator 
(AWG) at the Aero 
India 2019. The 
new product aims to 
provide an innovative solution to meet the ever-increasing 
need for drinking water worldwide.  
The Atmospheric Water Generator would generate water 
straight from the humidity present in the atmosphere 
through a novel technology. The Atmospheric Water 
Generator extracts water from the humidity present in 
the atmosphere through the process of condensation and 
purifies it. The water generator uses the process of heat 
exchange for condensing the atmospheric moisture to 
produce pure, safe and clean potable water. 
The Atmospheric Water Generator is integrated with a 
Mineralisation Unit to add minerals which are required 
to make the water potable. The Atmospheric Water 
Generator would be made available in both static and 
mobile (vehicular) versions and would be available in 
30 litres/day, 100 litres/day, 500 litres/day and 1,000 
litres/day capacities. The Atmospheric Water Generator 
is being manufactured by BEL in collaboration with 
CSIR-IICT and MAITHRI, a start-up company based 
in Hyderabad.  The search for the 
alternate sources of water has become 
a necessity due to the twin challenge of 
water pollution and climate change. The 
Atmospheric Water Generator is a good 
step in this direction.

IIT-D research partner in 20-mn-
pound project to tackle water security 

issues      26 Feb' 19

The IIT-Delhi has partnered with 'UK Research and 
Innovation' to work on a 20-million-pound project 
to develop new approaches to tackle challenges to 

water security and sustainable development. 
The IIT-Delhi has partnered with UK Research and 
Innovation to work on a 20-million-pound project to 
develop new approaches to tackle challenges to water 
security and sustainable development. 
Eighty per cent of the world's population lives in areas 
threatened by water security, but efforts to resolve this are 
repeatedly thwarted by factors such as pollution, extreme 
weather, urbanisation, over-abstraction of groundwater 
and land degradation, according to experts at the Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT) in Delhi. 
The UK Research and Innovation is a new body that works 
in partnership with universities, research organisations, 
businesses, charities, and government to create the best 
possible environment for research and innovation to 
flourish, as per its website. 
The project is aimed at bringing together 
leading global experts from the academia, 
industry and government to understand and 
address the challenges to water security. 

New Delhi Declaration on Asian 
Rhinos 2019      05 Mar' 19

India will collaborate with Bhutan, Nepal, Indonesia 
and Malaysia to increase the population of three 
species of Asian Rhinos namely Greater one-horned 

rhinoceros, Javan rhino, and Sumatran rhino. India, Bhutan, 
Nepal, Indonesia and Malaysia have signed the New 
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Delhi Declaration 
on Asian Rhinos 
2019 declaration 
for the conservation 
and protection of 
the species at the 
Second Asian Rhino 
Range Countries 
Meet organised by 
the Environment, Forest and Climate Change Ministry in 
collaboration with IUCN Asian Rhino Specialist Group, 
WWF- India and Aaranyak.  
The 12 point strategic actions outlined under the 
declaration are:  

 # To collaborate for strengthening protection regimes, 
strategic information gathering, and real-time sharing 
of actionable information on rhino crime and its 
horn trade to secure the rhino population within and 
between range countries. 

 # To initiate research on various habitat parameters 
including invasive species threatening the suitable 
habitats of Asian rhinos and take appropriate steps to 
optimally manage the habitats. 

 # To explore possibilities of expanding rhino ranges 
within the country or between rhino range countries 
for optimal population management. 

 # To strengthen transboundary collaboration among 
India, Nepal, and Bhutan for the greater one-horned 
rhino conservation and protection. 

 # To identify connectivity and corridors across 
international boundaries and keep them functional, 
safe and secure for free movement of Asian rhinos and 
other wildlife. 

 # To increase the engagement of the local communities 
as stewards to secure the future of rhinos in range 
countries. 

 # To initiate proactive monitoring on potential adverse 
impacts of climate change on rhino health and their 
habitats in range countries. 

 # To undertake studies on Rhino health issues & potential 
diseases and take necessary steps for management 
intervention. 

 # To regularly organize exposure visits for managers 
and frontline staffs of the rhino range countries 
and to document the best practices for wider 
dissemination. 

 # To collaborate and strengthen wildlife forensics for the 
purpose of investigation. 

 # To accelerate natural and conservation breeding of 
critically endangered Sumatran rhino including best 
use of all available individuals and technologies. 

 # To call to the attention of all countries that possible 
opening of international trade of rhino horn and other 
derivatives will have a severe detrimental impact on 
rhino populations in Asian rhino range countries. 

On the occasion, Union Minister for Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change re-affirmed India’s 
commitment towards rhino conservation 
in India and added that national strategy 
will further pave the path for long term 
conservation of the Greater One-Horned 
Rhinos in India.

Collaboration between ISRO and 
CNES      07 Mar' 19

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and France 
Space Agency CNES have agreed to collaborate on 
the following avenues:  Maritime Surveillance ISRO 

and CNES have signed an agreement to set up a maritime 
surveillance centre in the country. The agreement intends to 
supply an operational system for detecting, identifying and 
tracking ships in the Indian Ocean, provides for a maritime 
surveillance centre to be set up in India, sharing of capacity 
to process existing satellite data and joint development 
of associated algorithms.  ISRO and CNES will build a 
constellation of satellites for maritime surveillance intended 
to identify and track ships in the Indian Ocean.  Training 
for Gaganyaan project ISRO and CNES have signed an 
agreement to train Indian Scientists for the ‘Gaganyaan’ 
project at the Toulouse Space Centre in France.  Indian 
Scientists will also be trained at CADMOS, 
the centre for development of microgravity 
applications and space operations, and the 
MEDES Space Clinic in France. India has 
also signed an agreement with Russia for 
the Gaganyaan Project.

India Cooling Action Plan      10 Mar' 19

India Cooling 
Action Plan was 
released by the 

Union Minister of 
Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change. 
The plan is aimed at 
reducing emissions 
and providing thermal 
comfort to citizens.  
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space observatory which endeavours for a more detailed 
understanding of our universe. ASTROSAT observes the 
universe in the optical, Ultraviolet, low and high energy 
X-ray regions of the electromagnetic spectrum. Major 
astronomy Institutions and some Universities in India are 
participating in these observations.  NGC 2808 Globular 
clusters are collections of thousands to millions of stars, 
moving as one unit. These stars are tightly held together 
by the gravity of the cluster itself and are believed to have 
formed together at roughly the same time.  The globular 
cluster contains stars with a variety of masses but with 
similar chemical composition.  NGC 2808 is one of the 
massive globular clusters and is located at a distance of 
47,000 light years from us.  Recent studies have shown that 
many globular clusters may well host more 
than one population of stars contrary to 
popular belief that all stars in such clusters 
are of the same age. Observations suggest 
that NGC2808 may have at least five 
different populations of stars.

UK Issues New black Hole Coin in 
Honour of Stephen Hawking 

13 Mar' 19

The United 
Kingdom has 
commemorated 

professor Stephen 
Hawking in a new 
50p coin. The coin has 
references to the late 
physicist’s pioneering 
work on black holes.  
Black Hole Coin The commemorative coin aims to 
celebrate the life and “ground-breaking” achievements of 
Hawking, who passed away in 2018. It is a commemorative 
coin and not for circulation as currency. The coin features 
Hawking’s name in capital letters above a rippling drawing 
of concentric circles, intended to represent a black hole. 
The coin was designed by  British engraver and printmaker  
Edwina Ellis. The coin is available in gold, silver, and a 
double thickness silver version called a piedfort. The coin 
also features the formula of arguably Hawking’s most 
important scientific contribution. The coin, on sale in silver 
and gold forms for a price range between 
55 and 795 pounds on the Royal Mint’s 
website. The coin has been released by 
UK’s Royal Mint. The Black Hole coin 
is a tribute to Hawking’s research into 
black holes and his ability to make science 
accessible for all.

Ravneet Gill took charge as MD and CEO of Yes Bank.

India Cooling Action Plan India Cooling Action Plan 
provides a 20-year perspective to address the cooling 
requirements across various sectors and recommends 
ways to provide access to sustainable cooling and thermal 
comfort for people. Under the action plan, the government 
has planned to achieve at least 30% reductions in cooling 
energy requirement by improving the energy efficiency 
of room ACs and fans, better servicing and optimized 
operations in cold chains. The government also plans to 
provide training to 1 lakh service technicians to ensure 
optimum usage of currently installed air conditions. The 
plan also proposes Reduction of the cooling load of building 
sector through the fast-tracked implementation of building 
energy codes, adoption of thermal comfort standards, 
enhancing consumer awareness through eco-labelling 
of cooling products, push towards public transport and 
faster adoption of hybrid and electric vehicles. The plan 
recommends the use of climate-appropriate and energy 
efficient building design for construction of houses for 
economically weaker sections (EWS) under government 
affordable housing schemes. The plan states that plan to 
phase out of ozone-depleting hydrochlorofluorocarbons 
(HCFC) is already underway, and under the second phase, 
the most common refrigerant – HCFC-22 would be phased 
out from six major room AC brands by 2022. Recognize 
“cooling and related areas” as a thrust area of research under 
the national S&T Programme Targets under India Cooling 
Action Plan Reduce cooling demand across sectors by 20% 
to 25% by 2037-38. Reduce refrigerant demand by 25% to 
30% by 2037-38. Reduce cooling energy requirements by 
25% to 40% by 2037-38. The implementation of the India 
Cooling Action Plan would be overseen by 
an inter-ministerial Empowered Steering 
Committee approved by the Cabinet and 
Ozone Cell of the Environment Ministry 
act as a Cooling Secretariat to coordinate 
actions with other ministries.

New population of Ultraviolet Stars 
Identified in the Globular Cluster 

NGC 2808      12 Mar' 19

Astronomers from 
Thiruvananthapuram 
and Mumbai have 

identified a new population of 
ultraviolet stars in the globular 
cluster NGC 2808 using the 
Indian multi-wavelength 
space observatory AstroSat, 
launched in September 
2015.  AstroSat is India’s dedicated multi-wavelength 
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The report states that the existing knowledge is sufficient to 
mobilize action now. However, new knowledge including 
disaggregated data from earth observation, in-situ data, 
citizen science, ground truthing and indigenous and local 
knowledge is necessary in national policy and accounting 
more broadly. 
The report reveals that the current national policies are 
not on track to address the key environmental challenges 
effectively and equitably, in line with the aspirations of the 
SDGs. 
Report states that the technological and social innovation 
that supports environmentally sound economic development 
provides a viable and attractive alternative to the ‘grow now, 
clean up later’ practices of the past. In addition, a healthy 
people approach requires the implementation of the rights 
of access to clean water and food, tenure 
rights, and gender equality. The report 
recommends that securing tenure rights for 
poor and indigenous people would enhance 
their ability to protect biodiversity and the 
different ecosystems that sustain them.

Unlocking National Energy Efficiency 
Potential      16 Mar' 19

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) has developed 
a national strategy document for accelerating 
energy efficiency in India. PwC India has assisted 

BEE in executing this assignment. The strategy document 
titled UNNATEE (Unlocking NATional Energy Efficiency 
potential) describes a plain framework and implementation 
strategy to establish a clear linkage between energy supply-
demand scenarios and energy efficiency opportunities. The 
document offers a comprehensive roadmap to address India’s 
environmental and climate change mitigation action through 
energy efficiency measures. This exercise is first of its kind, 
clearly delineating the energy efficiency targets for the 
respective demand sectors upto the state levels. Developing 
India’s blueprint of effective energy efficiency strategy is a 
leap towards stimulating energy efficiency ecosystem and 
enabling reduction of the pressure on demand. 
The BEE is a statutory body under the Ministry of Power, 
Government of India. It assists in developing policies and 
strategies with the primary objective of reducing the energy 
intensity of the Indian economy. BEE coordinates with 
designated consumers, designated agencies, 
and other organizations to identify and utilize 
the existing resources and infrastructure, 
in performing the functions assigned to it 
under the Energy Conservation Act.

UN Environment’s sixth Global 
Environment Outlook released 

16 Mar' 19

The United 
N a t i o n 
Environment 

Program (UNEP) 
has released the sixth 
edition of the Global 
Environment Outlook 
(2019) titled ‘Healthy 
Planet, Healthy 
People’.
The report calls on the decision makers to take immediate 
action to address pressing environmental issues to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals as well as other 
internationally agreed environment goals, such as the Paris 
Agreement.
Significance

The GEO -6 has reviewed the state of the health of the 
environment and the related health of the people and the 
prospects for meeting the Sustainable Development Goals 
of the UN’s Agenda 2030.
The title of the report- Healthy Planet, Healthy People, 
makes clear that achieving the SDGs will require a 
transformation in human lifestyles and productive 
activities: our industry, agriculture, buildings, transport and 
the energy system which powers them.
Following are the six key messages of the report:

Earth directly supports the lives and livelihoods of 70 per 
cent of the Earth’s population living in poverty and provides 
the basis for the production of the goods and services that 
are necessary for the global formal economy, which had a 
global GDP value of $US 75 trillion in 2017. 
Overall the biosphere is essential for human survival and 
civilization and its value to humans is therefore effectively 
infinite.
In 2016, 24.2 million people were internally displaced in 
118 countries as a result of sudden-onset disasters. Such 
disasters affected not just the poor countries, but also rich 
countries like the USA and Japan. Between 1995 and 2015, 
around 700,000 people have reportedly died and 1.7 billion 
people were affected by extreme weather events. 
The wealthiest countries were reported to consume 10 
times the materials per person compared to the poorest 
countries.

Ride-sharing company Uber has partnered with the government's flagship healthcare insurance 
scheme, Ayushman Bharat, to facilitate free healthcare for several drivers associated with the firm.
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According to the list, Smita Crishna, a third- generation heir of 
the Godrej family, tops the female billionaire 
list with a networth of USD 6.1 billion, while 
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw of Biocon is the 
richest self-made female entrepreneur ranked 
671 with a wealth of USD 3.5 billion. 

The PM unveiled the bhagavad 
Gita prepared by ISKCON Temple 

devotees      27 Feb' 19

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
unveiled the 

Bhagavad Gita prepared 
by ISKCON Temple 
devotees in New Delhi 
on the occasion of Gita 
Aradhana Mahotsav. It 
measures over 2.8 meters 
and weighs over 800 kg. Addressing the gathering, the Prime 
Minister said that it is indeed a special occasion to unveil this 
magnificent Bhagwad Gita. He said this unique book will 
become a symbol of India’s knowledge, to the world.
The Prime Minister appreciated the efforts of Srila 
Bhaktivedanta Prabhupadaji, in raising global awareness 
about this epic. The Prime Minister said that the Bhagwad 
Gita is always our guide when we face a dilemma in life. 
Recalling a famous verse from the Gita, he said that the 
divine force is always with us, as we fight against the 
enemies of humanity. He said the Gita inspires one, to 
service of the people, and the nation.
The Prime Minister said that Indian values 
and culture offer solutions to many problems 
being faced by humanity. In this context, he 
also mentioned Yoga and Ayurveda.

Burning topics of the month

& many more...

Mukesh Ambani is 
13th richest in world: 

Forbes.

Tata Steel recognised 
as one of  World’s Most 

Ethical Companies.

Prayagraj Kumbha Mela 
2019 makes it to the 

Guinness World Records.

Seventh Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership Inter-sessional Ministerial Meeting (RCEP 
ISSL MM) was held in Siem Reap, Cambodia.

Mukesh Ambani breaks into top 10 
on Hurun rich list      27 Feb' 19

Reliance Industries chairman Mukesh Ambani has 
broken into the top 10 richest list globally with a 
net worth of USD 54 billion, while his younger 

brother Anil has paled into the oblivion having lost over 65 
per cent of his net worth, according to a report. 
Anil Ambani, held in contempt of court by the Supreme 
Court last week for not paying up Ericsson Rs 540 crore, 
has lost over USD 5 billion, from USD 7 billion seven 
years ago to USD 1.9 billion this year, even though both the 
brothers got off with more or less same amount of inherited 
wealth. 
"Having started off similarly after the break-up of the 
family wealth, Mukesh added USD 30 billion to his wealth 
in the past seven years, while Anil has lost over USD 5 
billion during the same period," says the Hurun report. 
The other wealthiest Indians are Hinduja group chairman 
SP Hinduja with net worth of USD 21 billion, Wipro 
chairman Azim Premji is at third with a net worth of USD 
17 billion, says the report.
Cyrus S Poonawalla, chairman of the Poonawalla group 
that run Serum Institute, with a networth of USD 13 billion 
is not only ranked as the fourth richest Indian but also 
breaks into the top 100 global ranking. 
Steel giant ArcelorMittal's Lakshmi Mittal stands at fifth 
position, followed by Kotak Mahindra's Uday Kotak (USD 
11 billion), Gautam Adani (USD 9.9 billion) and Sun 
Pharma's Dilip Shanghvi (USD 9.5 billion). 
Cyrus Pallonji Mistry and Shapoorji Pallonji Mistry, both 
with wealth of USD 9.5 billion each come in the ninth and 
the 10th position, respectively, thanks to their 18.4 percent 
holding in the country's largest conglomerate Tata group. 
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Ganges in Uttarakhand Ujjain on the Shipra in Madhya 
Pradesh Nashik on the Godavari in Maharashtra Prayagraj 
at the confluence of the Ganges, the Yamuna, and the 
mythical Sarasvati in Uttar Pradesh. The Kumbh Mela has 
been inscribed on the list of “Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity” by UNESCO in 2017.  Mythological 
Significance of Kumbh Mela The origin of Kumbh Mela 
Can be traced to the works of the 8th-century philosopher 
Shankaracharya. The founding myth of the Kumbh Mela 
points out to the Puranas which recounts how Gods and 
demons fought over the sacred pitcher (Kumbh) of Amrit 
(nectar of immortality).  It is widely believed that Lord 
Vishnu disguised as the enchantress Mohini whisked the 
Kumbh out of the grasp of the demons who had tried to 
claim it. As he took it heavenwards, a few drops of the 
precious nectar fell on the four sacred sites of  Haridwar, 
Ujjain, Nashik and Prayag.  The flight and the following 
pursuit is said to have lasted twelve divine 
days which are equivalent to twelve 
human years. Therefore the Kumbh Mela 
is celebrated every twelve years staggered 
at each of the four sacred sites in this 
cycle.

IQAir AirVisual 2018 World Air 
Quality Report      06 Mar' 19

The IQAir 
AirVisual 2018 
World Air Quality 

Report was compiled 
by Greenpeace in 
association with IQAir 
AirVisual. The index 
measures the presence 
of fine particulate matter 
PM2.5 in the air.  Findings of the Report Seven of the top 
10 most polluted cities in the world are in India. Gurugram 
led all cities in pollution levels in 2018, even as its score 
improved from the previous year. The five most polluted 
cities in the world are Gurugram, Ghaziabad, Faridabad, 
Bhiwadi (India) and Faisalabad (Pakistan). 22 of the top 
30 most polluted cities are in India. Remaining five are 
in China, two is in Pakistan and one is in Bangladesh. 
Beijing, once among the most polluted cities in the world 
ranked 122nd in the list of the most polluted cities last year 
based on PM2.5 data. Faisalabad in Pakistan, Hotan in 
China and Lahore were the only three non-Indian cities in 
the top 10. 64% of the over 3000 cities studied exceeded 
the WHO’s annual exposure guideline for fine particulate 
matter PM2.5. 100% of measured cities within the Middle 
East and Africa exceeded this guideline, while 99% of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Construction Technology India-2019 Expo-cum-
Conference in New Delhi.

Tata Steel recognised as one of 
World’s Most Ethical Companies      

28 Feb' 19

Tata Steel has been recognised as one of World’s 
Most Ethical Companies by the Ethisphere 
Institute for 2019. Ethisphere Institute is a global 

leader in defining and advancing the standards of ethical 
business practices.  For the eighth time, Tata Steel has 
got the recognition eight times in the ‘Metals, Minerals 
and Mining’ category. Tata Steel is one of the only two 
honorees in the ‘Metals, Minerals and Mining’ industry.  
World’s Most Ethical Companies 2019 128 companies 
are recognized for exemplifying and advancing corporate 
citizenship, transparency and the standards of integrity in 
the year 2019.  The honorees are from 21 countries and 
50 industries. The list includes 16 first-time honorees and 
eight companies that have been named to the list every year 
since 2007.  The companies are listed World’s Most Ethical 
Companies based on their score in the Ethisphere’s Ethics 
Quotient which collects and objectively scores self-reported 
data in five weighted categories namely:  Leadership and 
Reputation Ethics Compliance Programme 
Culture of Ethics Corporate Citizenship 
and Responsibility Governance The other 
Indian company to find a place in the list 
of World’s Most Ethical Companies 2019 
is Wipro.

Prayagraj Kumbha Mela 2019 makes 
it to the Guinness World Records      

04 Mar' 19

The Prayagraj 
Kumbh Mela 
2019 has 

made into Guinness 
World Records in 
the following three 
sectors:  Largest 
traffic and crowd 
management plan. 
Biggest painting exercise of public sites under paint 
my city scheme. Biggest sanitation and waste disposal 
mechanism. Kumbha Mela, the festival of the sacred 
pitcher is the largest public gathering and collective act 
of faith, anywhere in the world. This Hindu pilgrimage 
Kumbh Mela is celebrated four times over a course of 
12 years over four locations in India. The site of Kumbh 
Mela keeps rotating between one of the four pilgrimages 
on four sacred rivers as listed below:  Haridwar on the 
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Monster Salary Index Report 
08 Mar' 19

The Monster Salary Index report has highlighted 
the following findings:  The gender pay gap is still 
high in India and women in the country earn 19 per 

cent less than men. Wage inequalities in favour of men 
are present in all the relevant sectors. The current gender 
pay gap in India stood at 19 per cent where men earned Rs 
46.19 more per hour in comparison to women. The survey 
report puts the median gross hourly salary for men in India 
in 2018 stood at Rs 242.49, while for women it stood at 
around Rs 196.3. Gender pay gap encompasses across key 
industries, IT/ITES services showed a sharp pay gap of 26 
per cent in favour of men, while in the manufacturing sector, 
men earn 24 per cent more than women. Even in sectors 
like healthcare, caring services, and social work which are 
notionally identified with women, men earn 21 per cent 
more than women. Only in Financial services, banking 
and insurance industry men earn just 2 per cent more. The 
report notes that the gender pay gap widens with the years 
of experience. In the initial years, the gender pay gap is 
moderate but rises significantly as the tenure increases and 
for those with over 10 years of experience, the gender pay 
gap in favour of men reaches the peak, with men earning 15 
per cent more than women. The survey reports that the gap 
has narrowed only by one per cent in 2018 
from 20 per cent in 2017. Monster Salary 
Index Report was prepared by Monster 
India in collaboration with Paycheck.in 
(managed by WageIndicator Foundation) 
with IIM-Ahmedabad as a research partner.

University for Peace Confers 
Honorary Doctorate on Vice President 

Venkaiah Naidu      11 Mar' 19

Vice President 
V e n k a i a h 
Naidu was 

conferred Honorary 
Doctorate from the 
UN established 
University of Peace. 
The university has 
stated that the degree 
of “Doctor Honoris Causa”( Doctor of Philosophy) was 
conferred on the Indian Vice President recognising his 
contribution to the Rule of Law, democracy and sustainable 
development in India.  Shri. Venkaiah Naidu is the first 
Indian to receive an honorary doctorate from the University 

Air Marshal Raghunath Nambiar took over as Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Western Air 
Command.

cities in South Asia, 95% of cities in Southeast Asia, and 
89% of cities in East Asia also exceed this targe The report 
identifies some of the major sources or causes of ambient 
air pollution which include emission of a complex mixture 
of air pollutants from Industries, households, cars, and 
trucks.  The report adds that fine particulate 
matter comes from fuel combustion, both 
from mobile sources such as vehicles and 
from stationary sources such as power 
plants, industry, households, agriculture or 
biomass burning.

Mukesh Ambani is 13th richest in 
world: Forbes      06 Mar' 19

Richest Indian 
Mukesh Ambani 
jumped six 

positions to rank 13th 
on Forbes World's 
Billionaire list released 
that was again topped by 
Jeff Bezos. E-commerce 
colossus Amazon 
founder Bezos, 55, remains the world's richest person, ahead 
of Bill Gates and Warren Buffett, as his riches swelled by 
$19 billion in one year and is now worth $131 billion.
Ambani, 61, saw wealth soar from $40.1 billion in 2018 
when he was placed 19th richest in the world, to $50 
billion to be rank at 13th in 2019. Ambani leads the 106 
billionaires from India on the Forbes list. Wipro Chairman 
Azim Premji is ranked 36th with a net worth of $22.6 
billion dollars. Technology major HCL's co-founder Shiv 
Nadar, ranked 82nd and ArcelorMittal Chairman and CEO 
Lakshmi Mittal at the 91st rank come in within the top-100 
billionaires in the world.
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg dropped three spots 
and former New York mayor Michael Bloomberg rose by 
two. Gates, 63, saw his wealth grow to $96.5 billion, up 
from $90 billion last year while investment guru Buffett, 
88, at third position saw fortunes slipping by $1.5 billion to 
$82.5 billion, the magazine said.
Ambani was placed at the 33rd position on the 2017 listing 
of Forbes. Forbes said he is the richest Indian and ranked 
32nd on the 2018 Powerful People listing of the magazine. 
He was ranked Global Game Changer in 2017.
Bernard Arnault, CEO of French luxury 
good company, LVMH, held on to fourth 
places while Zuckerberg lost $9 billion 
in networth to slip from fifth the to eighth 
position.
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A book titled, 'Mann Ki Baat - A Social Revolution on Radio' was released by Finance Minister Arun 

Jaitley in New Delhi.

of Peace.  University of Peace The University of Peace 
was established in accordance with the Resolution 35/55 
passed by the United Nations General Assembly in 1980. 
The main campus of the University of Peace is located in 
Costa Rica, a country of Central America.  The University 
of Peace aims to be a forward-thinking, transformational 
and inspirational educational institution dedicated to the 
goals of quality teaching, research and service for serving 
humanity in building a peaceful world.  The stated mission 
of the University of Peace is to provide humanity with an 
international institution of higher education for peace and 
with the aim of promoting, among all human beings, the 
spirit of understanding, tolerance and peaceful coexistence, 
to stimulate cooperation among peoples 
and to help lessen obstacles and threats to 
world peace and progress, in keeping with 
the noble aspirations proclaimed in the 
Charter of the United Nations.

Young Global Leaders 2019 
14 Mar' 19

The Forum of Young Global Leaders, the World 
Economic Forum’s foundation for remarkable 
leaders under 40 has released the list of Individuals 

with grit, foresight and potential to improve the state of 
the world for the year 2019. Indians in the List Andhra 
Pradesh IT minister Nara Lokesh, BJP MP Poonam 
Mahajan, Xiaomi India head Manu Kumar Jain, Telangana 
government’s Chief Innovation Officer Phanindra Sama, 
SaveLife Foundation’s Piyush Tewari and Kaleidofin’s co-
Founder Sucharita Mukherjee are the Indians featuring in 
the list of Young Global Leaders 2019. The list of Young 
Global Leaders 2019 has more than one-half of the new 
women members and many of the Young Global Leaders 
are from emerging economies. The Young Global Leaders 
reflect global diversity, innovate to promote the public 
interest and value authentic exchanges towards public-
private cooperation. The of Young Global Leaders, the 
World Economic Forum’s foundation invites them to join a 
five-year programme, cultivating a generosity of spirit and 
the recognition that the world can only mirror our hopes if 
we work together. The Forum of Young Global Leaders, 
the World Economic Forum’s foundation for remarkable 
leaders under 40, was founded to fuel new models of 
leadership. Young Global Leaders participate in the Annual 
Meeting of the New Champions, established in 2007 and 
known informally as “Summer Davos”, alongside Global 
Growth Companies and other delegations to the World 

Economic Forum.  Young Global Leaders 
are united by the belief that the urgent 
problems of today present an opportunity 
to forge a better future across sectors, 
generations and borders.

Climate Vulnerability Index for India      
16 Mar' 19

The Department of Science and Technology (DST) will 
be commissioning a study to assess the climate risks 
faced by States in India. This follows an assessment 

of the global warming risks faced by 12 Himalayan 
States — and discussed at last year’s U.N. climate change 
conference in Poland — that found States such as Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand vulnerable to climate 
change. The vulnerability was measured on a scale 0-1 with 
1 indicating the highest possible level of vulnerability. 
On a scale ranging 0-1, 1 indicating the highest possible 
level of vulnerability, at the top of the scale were Assam 
with a score of 0.72 and Mizoram at 0.71, whereas Sikkim, 
with an index score of 0.42 was relatively less vulnerable. 
This doesn’t mean that States with a lower score are safe in 
an absolute sense. In fact, some districts in Uttarakhand [at 
0.45 and at the lower end of the scale] are more vulnerable 
than those in Assam. 
The scores of other states are Jammu & Kashmir (0.62), 
Manipur (0.59), Meghalaya and West Bengal (both 0.58), 
Nagaland (0.57), Himachal Pradesh and Tripura (0.51 
both), Arunachal Pradesh (0.47) and Uttarakhand (0.45). 
Assam is highly vulnerable to climate change because of 
factors like low per capita income, deforestation, a large 
number of marginal farmers, least area under irrigation, lack 
of alternative sources of income and high rates of poverty. 
In Arunachal Pradesh, the key factors are low female 
literacy and a high percentage of population above BPL. 
In Nagaland, the key issues are the loss of forest cover, 
steep slope and high yield variability. 
The vulnerability score was calculated based on eight 
parameters such as  percentage of area in districts under 
forests, yield variability of food grain, population density, 
female literacy rate, infant mortality rate, 
percentage of population below poverty 
line (BPL), average man-days under 
MGNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Act), and the 
area under slope > 30%.
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sushil Chandra
   9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V Chaudhary
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajiv Mehrishi
  13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somanath
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director M. Nageshwar Rao
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y. C. Modi
  20. Chairman, UGC D. P. Singh
  21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K. N. Vyas
  23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
  24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
  26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Pramod Chandra Mody
  27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  30. Chairman, LIC M. R. Kumar
  31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
  33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N. K. Singh
  35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
  36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  37. President, ASSOCHAM Balkrishan Goenka
  38. Chairman, NASSCOM Rishad Premji
  39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
  40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
  41. Children Film Society of India, Chairperson Mukesh Khanna
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
  43. President, CII Rakesh Bharti Mittal
  44. President, FICCI Sandip Somany
  45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
  49. Finance Secretary  Subhash Chandra Garg
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Sunil Mehta
Data as on 25th March, 2019

Ajay Narayan Jha has joined the 15th Finance Commission as a member.
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India is a country with a parliamentary system, which 
defines the power distribution between the central and the 
state government. The President of India is the head of 
state, who is elected indirectly for a five-year term by an 
electoral college comprising members of central and state 
legislatures.
The Prime Minister of India is the head of government and 
exercises executive power. Appointed by the president, the 
prime minister is supported by the party or political alliance 
having a majority of seats in the Lok Sabha.

Election Commission
The Election Commission of India is an autonomous entity 
prescribed in the Constitution of India. It is the federal 
authority responsible for administering all the electoral 
processes of India and ensuring they are free and fair.
Elections are conducted according to constitutional 
provisions and parliamentary legislation. These include:

 # The Representation of the People Act, 1950- 
 o It mainly deals with the preparation and revi-

sion of electoral rolls.
 # The Representation of the People Act, 1957-

 o It deals in detail, with all aspects of the con-
duct of elections and post-election disputes. 

The Supreme Court of India has held that where the 
enacted laws are silent or make insufficient provision to 
deal with a given situation in the conduct of elections, the 
Election Commission has the residuary powers under the 
Constitution to act in an appropriate manner.

Election Commissioner 
From 1947 to 16 October 1989, there was one Chief 
Election Commissioner. From 1989 to 1 January 1990, there 
were two commissioners. In 1990 of January, two chief 
commissioners were abolished and election commission 
acted as a single-member body. Again by The Election 
Commissioner Amendment Act, 1993 made the Election 
Commission a multi-member body. On 1 October 1993, a 

Elections in
India

Sarbananda Sonowal has laid the foundation stone of a 70 MW Solar Park in Sivasagar district, 
Assam.

further two commissioners were appointed. Decisions are 
made by majority vote.
At present Sunil Arora is the Chief Election Commissioner 
along with Ashok Lavasa and Sushil Chandra as the two 
Election Commissioners. 

Type of Elections
The Republic of India include elections for:

 # Members of the Parliament in Lok Sabha
 # Members of State Legislative Assemblies
 # Members of the Parliament in Rajya Sabha
 # Members in local panchayat or city corporation council

General Elections / Lok Sabha 
Election: 
Members of Lok Sabha is elected directly by voting, 
from a set of candidates who stands in their respective 
constituencies. Every adult citizen of India can vote only 
in their constituency. Candidates who win the Lok Sabha 
elections are called 'Member of Parliament' and hold their 
seats for five years or until the body is dissolved by the 
President on the advice of the council of ministers. This 
is the important election that takes place once in 5 years 
to elect 543 members for the Parliament. A party needs 
272 MPs to stake claim to form the Central Government. 
If a party doesn't have 272 MPs on its own it can ally with 
other parties and form the government. Leader of the party/
alliance takes oath as the Prime Minister.

State Assembly Elections: 
Members of State Legislative Assemblies, is elected 
directly by voting, from a set of candidates who stands 
in their respective constituencies. Every adult citizen of 
India can vote only in their constituency. Candidates who 
win the State Legislative Assemblies elections are called 
'Member of Legislative Assembly' and hold their seats for 
five years or until the body is dissolved by the Governor. 
Total strength of each assembly depends on each State, 
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mostly based on size and population. Similar to Lok Sabha 
elections, leader of the majority party/alliance takes oath as 
Chief Minister of the State.

Rajya Sabha Elections: 
Candidates who have already won the Lok Sabha elections 
or who were nominated by the President of India at his 
discretion. Members of the Parliament in Rajya Sabha gets 
a tenure of six years but one third of the members change 
every two years. Rajya Sabha acts as a second level review 
body before a bill becomes an act.
The Legislative proposals are brought before either house 
of the Parliament in the form of a bill. A bill is the draft of a 
legislative proposal, which, when passed by both houses of 
Parliament (Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha) and assented to 
by the President, becomes an Act of Parliament.
The Constitution of India however places some 
restrictions on the Rajya Sabha which makes the Lok 
Sabha more powerful in certain areas. Members of Rajya 
Sabha headed by the Vice President further debate on 
bills sent by Lok Sabha and can approve, reject or send 
the bill back to the Lok Sabha for further debate and 
discussion on the matter and to suggest better changes 
in the drafted bill. 
On all areas of legislation, if there is a case of conflict 
happens between Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha, a joint 
sitting of both houses can be held. However, since the Lok 
Sabha has twice as many members as the Rajya Sabha, the 
former would normally hold the greater power in getting 
bills approved as an Act of Parliament.

Local Body Elections:
In this case as well, people directly elect their representatives 
for a smaller geographical area. There are different types of 
local bodies. Corporations, Municipalities, Panchayats, etc.

Electoral procedures
Nomination Papers: 

Candidates are required to file their nomination papers 
with the Electoral Commission. Then, a list of candidates 
is published. No party is allowed to use government 
resources for campaigning. No party is allowed to bribe the 
candidates before elections. The government cannot start 
a project during the election period. Campaigning ends by 
6:00 pm two days before the polling day.
Polling Day: 

The polling is held between 7:00 am and 6:00 pm. 
The Collector of each district is in charge of polling. 
Government employees are employed as poll officers at 

the polling stations. Electronic Voting Machines (EVM) 
are being used instead of ballot boxes to prevent election 
fraud. After the citizen votes his or her left index finger is 
marked with an indelible ink. This practice was instituted 
in 1962.
Indelible Ink:

Research into an indelible ink was commenced by the 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). In the 
1950s, M. L. Goel worked on this research at the Chemical 
Division of the National Physical Laboratory of India. The 
ink used contains silver nitrate, which makes it photo-
sensitive. It is stored in amber coloured plastic or brown 
coloured glass bottles. On application, the ink remains 
on the fingernail for at least two days. It may last up to a 
month depending upon the person's body temperature and 
the environment.
Electronic Voting

BHAVIK (EVM) were first used in the 1997 election and 
became the only method of voting in 2004. The EVMs 
save time and report results. A voter-verified paper 
audit trail (VVPAT) was introduced on 14 August 2014 
in Nagaland. In the 2014 general election, VVPAT was 
operational in 8 constituencies as a pilot project. These 
included Lucknow, Gandhinagar, Bangalore South, 
Chennai Central, Jadavpur, Raipur, Patna Sahib and 
Mizoram constituencies. A slip generated by the VVPT 
tells a voter to which party or candidate their vote has 
been given, their name, their constituency and their 
polling booth. 

NOTA

On 27 September 2013, the Supreme Court of India 
judged that citizens have the right to a negative vote 
by exercising a "None of the above" (NOTA) option. 
This was the result of petitioning from the Electoral 
Commission and the People's Union for Civil Liberties 
from 2009. In November 2013, NOTA was introduced in 
five state elections.

Composition of 16th Lok Sabha.
 # Speaker: Sumitra Mahajan, BJP
 # Deputy Speaker: M. Thambidurai, AIADMK
 # Leader of the House: Narendra Modi, BJP
 # Leader of the Opposition: None, as no opposition 

party received 10% membership of the House. The 
single largest opposition party was the Indian National 
Congress, with 44 seats.

 # Secretary-General: Snehlata Shrivastava
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Origin
International Women's Day (IWD) is celebrated on 
March 8 every year. It is a focal point in the movement 
for women's rights. After the Socialist Party of America 
organized a Women's Day on February 28, 1909, in New 
York, the 1910 International Socialist Woman's Conference 
suggested a Women's Day be held annually. After women 
gained suffrage in Soviet Russia in 1917, March 8 became 
a national holiday there. The day was then predominantly 
celebrated by the socialist movement and communist 
countries until it was adopted by the feminist movement 
in about 1967. The United Nations began celebrating the 
day in 1975.

Today, International Women's Day is a public holiday 
in some countries and largely ignored elsewhere. In 
some places, it is a day of protest; in others, it is a day 
that celebrates womanhood. International Men's Day is 
celebrated on November 19.

The making of Women's Day
 # The earliest Women's Day observance, called 

"National Woman's Day," was held on February 28, 
1909, in New York, organized by the Socialist Party of 
America at the suggestion of activist Theresa Malkiel. 

 # In August 1910, an International Socialist Women's 
Conference was organized to precede the general 
meeting of the Socialist Second International in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 

 # Inspired in part by the American socialists, German 
Socialist Luise Zietz proposed the establishment of 
an annual Women's Day and was seconded by fellow 
socialist and later communist leader Clara Zetkin, 
supported by socialist activist Käte Duncker, although 
no date was specified at that conference. 

 # Delegates (100 women from 17 countries) agreed with 
the idea as a strategy to promote equal rights including 
suffrage for women.

CISF set a Guinness world record in ‘single line bicycle parade’.

 # The following year on March 19, 1911, International 
Women’s Day was marked for the first time, by over 
a million people in Austria, Denmark, Germany and 
Switzerland. 

 # In the Austro-Hungarian Empire alone, there were 300 
demonstrations. In Vienna, women paraded on the 
Ringstrasse and carried banners honouring the martyrs 
of the Paris Commune. 

 # Women demanded that they be given the right to vote 
and to hold public office. They also protested against 
employment sex discrimination.

 # The Americans continued to celebrate National 
Women's Day on the last Sunday in February.

 # Female members of the Australian Builders Labourers 
Federation march on International Women's Day 1975 
in Sydney.

 # In 1913 Russian women observed their first 
International Women's Day on the last Saturday in 
February (by the Julian calendar then used in Russia).

 # In 1914 International Women's Day was held on March 
8 in Germany, possibly because that day was a Sunday, 
and now it is always held on March 8 in all countries. 
The 1914 observance of the Day in Germany was 
dedicated to women's right to vote, which German 
women did not win until 1918.

 # In London there was a march from Bow to Trafalgar 
Square in support of women's suffrage on March 8, 
1914. Activist Sylvia Pankhurst was arrested in front 
of Charing Cross station on her way to speak in 
Trafalgar Square.

 # On March 8, 1917, on the Gregorian calendar, in the 
capital of the Russian Empire, Petrograd, women 
textile workers began a demonstration, covering the 
whole city. 

 # This marked the beginning of the February Revolution, 
which alongside the October Revolution made up the 
Russian Revolution. 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
8 MARCH 2019 #Women's Day
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 # Women in Saint Petersburg went on strike that day for 
"Bread and Peace" – demanding the end of World War 
I, an end to Russian food shortages, and the end of 
czarism. 

 # Revolutionary leader Leon Trotsky wrote, "23 
February (8th March) was International Woman's Day 
and meetings and actions were foreseen. But we did 
not imagine that this 'Women's Day' would inaugurate 
the revolution. 

 # Revolutionary actions were foreseen but without date. 
But in the morning, despite the orders to the contrary, 
textile workers left their work in several factories 
and sent delegates to ask for support of the strike… 
which led to mass strike... all went out into the streets." 
Seven days later, Tsar Nicholas II abdicated, and the 
provisional Government granted women the right to 
vote.

 # Following the October Revolution, the Bolshevik 
Alexandra Kollontai and Vladimir Lenin made it 
an official holiday in the Soviet Union, but it was a 
working day until 1965. 

 # On May 8, 1965, by the decree of the USSR Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet International Women's Day was 
declared a non-working day in the USSR.. But still, 
women's day must be celebrated as are other holidays.

 # From its official adoption in Soviet Russia following 
the Revolution in 1917, the holiday was predominantly 
celebrated in communist countries and by the 
communist movement worldwide. 

 # Communist leader Dolores Ibárruri led a women's 
march in Madrid in 1936 on the eve of the Spanish 
Civil War.

 # It was commemorated by the communists in China from 
1922. In 1927, in the Chinese city of Guangzhou, there 
was a march of 25,000 women and male supporters, 
including representatives of the Guomindang, the 
YWCA, and labor organizations. 

 # After the founding of the People's Republic of China 
on October 1, 1949, the State Council proclaimed on 
December 23 that March 8 would be made an official 
holiday with women in China given a half-day off.

 # The day remained predominantly a communist holiday 
until about 1967 when it was taken up by second-wave 

feminists. The day re-emerged as a day of activism, 
being sometimes known in Europe as the "Women's 
International Day of Struggle". 

 # In the 1970s and 1980s, women's groups were joined 
by leftists and labor organizations in calling for equal 
pay, political rights, reproductive rights, and subsidized 
child care.

 # The United Nations began celebrating International 
Women's Day in the International Women's Year, 
1975. In 1977, the United Nations General Assembly 
invited member states to proclaim March 8 as the UN 
Day for women's rights and world peace.

 # International Women's Day sparked violence in Tehran, 
Iran on March 4, 2007, when police beat hundreds of 
men and women who were planning a rally. 

 # Police arrested dozens of women and some were 
released after several days of solitary confinement 
and interrogation. Shadi Sadr, Mahbubeh 
Abbasgholizadeh and several more community 
activists were released on March 19, 2007, ending a 
fifteen-day hunger strike.

 # In the twenty–first century, in the West, the day was 
increasingly sponsored by major corporations and 
used to promote feel–good messages, rather than 
radical social reforms. 

 # In 2009, the British marketing firm, Aurora 
Ventures, set up a "International Women's Day" 
website with corporate sponsorship. The website 
began to promote hashtags as themes for the day, 
which became used internationally. The day was 
commemorated by business breakfasts and social 
media communications that were reminiscent of 
Mother's Day greetings.

International Women’s Day 2019
The UN theme for International Women's Day 2019 
was: 'Think equal, build smart, innovate for change'. The 
focus of the theme is on innovative ways in which to 
advance gender equality and the empowerment of women, 
particularly in the areas of social protection systems, access 
to public services and sustainable infrastructure.
The federal state of Berlin marked International Women's 
Day as a public holiday for the first time.
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A Lokpal is an anti-corruption authority or ombudsman 
who represents the public interest. The concept of an 
ombudsman is borrowed from Sweden. The Lokpal has 
jurisdiction over all Members of Parliament and central 
government employees in cases of corruption. 
The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act was passed in 2013 with 
amendments in parliament. The Lokpal is responsible for 
enquiring into corruption charges at the national level 
while the Lokayukta performs the same function at the 
state level.
As of March 2019, and ever since the related Act of 
Parliament was passed in India. Retired Supreme 
Court judge Pinaki Chandra Ghose is appointed as 
the first Lokpal of India by a committee consisting 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Justice 
of India Ranjan Gogoi and Loksabha speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan on 17 march 2019. PC Ghose likely to take 
charge as lokpal soon. It comprises 8 members where 
4 members (50%) are from judiciary and not less than 
50% (≥4 members) are from ST, SC, OBCs, Women or 
minorities.

Motive of Lokpal
The Lokpal Bill provides for the filing, with the 
ombudsman, of complaints of corruption against the prime 
minister, other ministers, and MPs. The first Administrative 
Reforms Commission (ARC) recommended the enacting 
of the Office of a Lokpal, convinced that such an 
institution was justified, not only for removing the sense 
of injustice from the minds of citizens, but also to instil 
public confidence in the efficiency of the administrative 
machinery.

Timeline
 # The term "Lokpal" was coined by Dr. L.M.Singhvi in 

1963. 
 # The concept of a constitutional ombudsman was first 

proposed in parliament by Law Minister Ashoke 
Kumar Sen in the early 1960s. 

The second edition of Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD) - 2019 will be held at New Delhi.

 # The first Jan Lokpal Bill was proposed by Adv. Shanti 
Bhushan in 1968 and passed in the 4th Lok Sabha in 
1969, but did not pass through the Rajya Sabha. 

 # Lokpal bills' were introduced in 1971, 1977, 1985, 
again by Ashoke Kumar Sen, while serving as Law 
Minister in the Rajiv Gandhi cabinet, and again in 
1989, 1996, 1998, 2001, 2005 and in 2008, yet they 
were never passed. 

 # Each time, after the bill was introduced to the House, 
it was referred to a committee for improvements, to 
a joint committee of parliament, or to a departmental 
standing committee of the Home Ministry. 

 # Forty five years after its first introduction and after ten 
failed attempts, the Lokpal Bill was finally enacted in 
India on 18 December 2013.

Jan Lokpal Bill movement
Jan Lokpal Bill (Citizen's Ombudsman Bill) is a draft 
anti-corruption bill drawn up by prominent civil society 
activists, seeking the appointment of a Jan Lokpal, an 
independent body that would investigate corruption cases, 
complete the investigation within one year and conduct 
trials for the case within the next year.
Anna Hazare, an anti-corruption crusader, began a fast-
unto-death, demanding that this bill, drafted by Civil 
Society, be adopted. The website of the India against 
Corruption movement calls the Lokpal Bill of the 
government an "eyewash", and hosts a critique of that 
government bill. It also lists the difference between the 
bills drafted by the government and civil.

Features of the Jan Lokpal Bill
 # An institution called Lokpal at the centre and 

Lokayukta in each state will be set up.
 # Like the Supreme Court and Election Commission, 

they will be completely independent of governments. 
No minister or bureaucrat will be able to influence 
their investigations.

LOKPAL
(Lokapāla, "caretaker of 

people")
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 # Cases against corrupt people will not linger on for 
years anymore: investigations in any case will have to 
be completed in one year. Trial should be completed in 
the next one year, so that the corrupt politician, officer 
or judge is sent to jail within two years.

 # The loss that a corrupt person caused to the government 
will be recovered at the time of conviction.

Fundamental duties
 # To make jurisdictions against corruption cases with the 

Lokpal.
 # To judge whether a case is genuine or whether a fake 

complaint has been made.
 # To potentially impose fines on a fake complaint, or 

even a short span of jail time, if the case is not proved 
to be legally true.

On 27 December 2011, the Lokpal bill was passed by the 
Lok Sabha after a day-long debate and amendments. The 
Indian Army, the Indian Air Force and the Indian Navy 
have been kept out of the jurisdiction of the Lokpal. The 
bill also keeps the CBI independent.

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 
2013
The historic Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 was passed 
by Indian Parliament paving the way for establishment 
of a Lokpal (Ombudsman) to fight corruption in public 
offices and ensure accountability on the part of public 
officials, including the Prime Minister, but with some 
safeguards.
Lokpal will consist of a chairperson and a maximum of 
eight members, of which 50% will be judicial members 
50% members of Lokpal shall be from SC/ST/OBCs, 
minorities and women. 

Lokpal Selection Committee
Selection of chairperson and members of Lokpal through 
a selection committee consisting of PM, Speaker of Lok 
Sabha, leader of opposition in Lok Sabha, Chief Justice of 
India or a sitting Supreme Court judge nominated by CJI. 
Eminent jurist to be nominated by President of India on 
basis of recommendations of the first four members of the 
selection committee "through consensus". 

Lokpal's Jurisdiction 
 # Lokpal's jurisdiction will cover all categories of public 

servants. 
 # All entities (NGOs) receiving donations from foreign 

source in the context of the Foreign Contribution 

Regulation Act (FCRA) in excess of Rs 10 lakh per 
year are under the jurisdiction of Lokpal. 

 # Centre will send Lokpal bill to states as a model bill. 
States have to set up Lokayuktas through a state law 
within 365 days.

 # Lokpal will have power of superintendence and 
direction over any central investigation agency 
including CBI for cases referred to them by the 
ombudsman.

 # A high-powered committee chaired by the PM will 
recommend selection of CBI director. The collegium 
will comprise PM, leader of opposition in Lok Sabha 
and Chief Justice of India PM has been brought under 
purview of the Lokpal, so also central ministers and 
senior officials.

 # Directorate of prosecution will be under overall 
control of CBI director. At present, it comes under the 
law ministry.

 # Appointment of director of prosecution to be 
based on recommendation of the Central Vigilance 
Commission.

 # Director of prosecution will also have a fixed tenure of 
two years like CBI chief.

 # Transfer of CBI officers investigating cases referred by 
Lokpal with the approval of watchdog.

 # Bill incorporates provisions for attachment and 
confiscation of property acquired by corrupt means, 
even while prosecution is pending.

 # Bill lays down clear timelines for preliminary enquiry 
and investigation and trial. Provides for special courts 
Public servants will not present their view before 
preliminary enquiry if the case requires 'element of 
surprise' like raids and searches.

 # Bill grants powers to Lokpal to sanction prosecution 
against public servants.

 # CBI may appoint a panel of advocates with approval 
of Lokpal, CBI will not have to depend on govt. 
advocates.

 # On May 15th 2018, Mukul Rohtagi (Former Attorney 
General of India) has been appointed as an eminent 
jurist in the selection panel of Lokpal.

India's First Lokpal
Former supreme court judge and current member of 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC),Pinaki 
Chandra Ghose will be India's first anti-corruption 
ombudsman or Lokpal.
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Q.1 Who has won the Laureus World Sportsman of the 
Year Award for the fourth time?

 (1) Simon Briggs (2) Roger Federer
 (3) Novak Djokovic (4) Karen Khachanov 
 (5) Rafael Nadal
Q.2 Which veteran author of military novels died 

recently?
 (1) Walt Whitman (2) W E B Griffin
 (3) Gertrude Stein (4) Joseph Heller
 (5) Roald Dahl
Q.3 Reserve Bank of India board has decided to transfer 

interim surplus of ______ to the government for 
the half year ended December 31, 2018.

 (1) `100,000 crore (2) `80,000 crore
 (3) `41,000 crore (4) `33,000 crore
 (5) `28,000 crore
Q.4 Wallace Smith Broecker, a climate scientist died 

recently. He is credited for who popularising the 
term.

 (1) Poverty  (2) Global warming
 (3) Diminishing Return (4) Globalisation
 (5) Third World
Q.5 Raigarh Municipal Corporation won the 

"Swachhata Excellence awards 2019". In which 
state is it located?

 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Bihar
 (3) Chhattisgarh  (4) Rajasthan
 (5) Kerala
Q.6 Who is the Union Minister of Steel?
 (1) Chaudhary Birender Singh
 (2) Harsh Vardhan
 (3) Prakash Javadekar
 (4) Dharmendra Pradhan 
 (5) Piyush Goyal
Q.7 Who has announced his retirement from One-Day 

Internationals after the ICC Cricket World Cup 
2019, which is to be held in England and Wales?

 (1) Chris Gayle  (2) Virat Kohli
 (3) MS Dhoni  (4) Fidel Edwards
 (5) Prithvi Shaw
Q.8 Who has introduced Electronic Cargo Tracking 

System (ECTS) to facilitate transport of Nepal 
bound transit containers from Kolkata/Haldia 
port?

 (1) CBDT (2) CBEC (3) IRDA 
 (4) CBI (5) FCI

Q.9 ______ and Saudi Centre for International 
Strategic Partnerships (SCISP) have agreed to 
provide continuing momentum to the India-Saudi 
Arabia Strategic Partnership.

 (1) MEA
 (2) Defence Ministry
 (3) Election Commission
 (4) NITI Aayog
 (5) CBI
Q.10 Who has won the ‘Miss India USA 2019’ title?
 (1) Kim Kumari  (2) Renuka Joseph
 (3) Aanchal Shah (4) Amrita Chehil
 (5) Sowmya Saxena
Q.11 Which renowned Hindi author and critic died recently?
 (1) Mahesh Shukla (2) Rakesh Mishra
 (3) Namwar Singh (4) Sachin Sinha
 (5) Renuka Gupta
Q.12 In which year the Programme for International 

Students Assessment (PISA) will be conducted by 
OECD?

 (1) 2019 (2) 2020 (3) 2021
 (4) 2022 (5) 2023
Q.13 What is the full form of CyPAD?
 (1) Cyber Protection Awareness and Detection 

Centre
 (2) Cyber Protection Awareness and Detention 

Centre
 (3) Cyber Protection Acknowledgement and 

Detection Centre
 (4) Cyber Protection Acknowledgement and 

Detention Centre
 (5) None of these
Q.14 Where is India's first 'full dome 3D Digital Theatre' 

located?
 (1) Mumbai (2) Kolkata (3) New Delhi
 (4) Bengaluru (5) Hyderabad
Q.15 The government approved the launch of the 

Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan 
(KUSUM) with a central aid of ______ crore to 
provide financial and water security to farmers 
through harnessing solar energy capacities of 
25.75 gigawatts (GW) by 2022.

 (1) Rs 6256   (2) Rs 15254   (3) Rs 34,422
 (4) Rs 34,422   (5) Rs 60,000 
Q.16 India has signed four MoUs include setting up 

of Joint Working Group on Counter Terrorism, 
Cooperation in Housing and Human Settlement, 
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Reciprocal facilitation of procedures for issue of 
Business Visa and Cooperation in Youth Matters 
with which country?

 (1) Morocco  (2) Italy
 (3) Saudi Arabia  (4) China
 (5) Britain
Q.17 Which state Government has formed the 

"Transgender Welfare Board" to provide social 
security to Transgender community?

 (1) Bihar (2) Nagaland (3) Gujarat
 (4) Kerala (5) Goa
Q.18 Who has been reappointed as the Director 

(Finance) of Indian Oil Corp (IOC)?
 (1) A K Sharma  (2) Sanjiv Singh
 (3) G K Satish  (4) BV Rama Gopal
 (5) Ranjan Kumar Mohapatra
Q.19 Manoj Yadava has been appointed as Director 

General of Police of which state?
 (1) Haryana  (2) Jammu & Kashmir
 (3) Nagaland  (4) Karnataka
 (5) West Bengal
Q.20 Which Indian actor and life skills teacher has been 

named among the top 10 finalists of the USD one 
million Varkey Foundation Global Teacher Prize 
for her use of unique teaching methods to reach 
out to children across different segments of society 
in India?

 (1) Swaroop Rawal (2) Renuka Gupta
 (3) Mohini Sharma (4) Sonia Kashyap
 (5) Priyanka Singh
Q.21 India and ______ signed five Memorandum of 

Understandings (MOUs) for bilateral investment in 
various fields, including tourism and broadcasting.

 (1) South Korea  (2) Saudi Arabia
 (3) Venezuela  (4) Mexico
 (5) Brazil
Q.22 Who has been elected as president of the 

'Foundation Board for Better Boxing' of the world 
governing body of the sport, AIBA?

 (1) Mohammed Ali Qamar
 (2) Pu Zoramthanga
 (3) Vijender Singh
 (4) Ajay Singh
 (5) Akhil Kumar
Q.23 Which Bollywood producer of films like "Hum 

Aapke Hain Koun", "Hum Saath-Saath Hain" and 
"Vivaah", passed away recently?

 (1) Mahesh Bhatt (2) Raj Kumar Barjatya  
 (3) Anurag Kashyap (4) Vidhu Vinod Chopra
 (5) Boney Kapoor
Q.24 Who has been appointed as the first ombudsman 

for the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI)?

 (1) Justice T. S. Thakur
 (2) Justice D K Jain
 (3) Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar
 (4) Justice Dipak Misra
 (5) Justice H. L. Dattu
Q.25 Which edition of 'Aero India-2019' was launched 

at Yelahanka Air Force station in Bangalore?
 (1) 5th (2) 7th (3) 12th
 (4) 13th (5) 18th
Q.26 Which city will host the world’s largest religious 

festival of women, Attukal Pongala?
 (1) Thiruvananthapuram
 (2) Kanyakumari
 (3) Chennai
 (4) Tiruchirappalli
 (5) Chandigarh
Q.27 ICC has banned UAE-based coach ______ for 10 

years after he was found guilty of making a “corrupt 
approach” to Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed in 2017.

 (1) Irfan Ansari  (2) Md. Yusuf
 (3) Faiz Ahmad  (4) Tahir Baig
 (5) Taimur Khan
Q.28 What is the rate of interest announced by the 

Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) 
for the financial year 2018-19?

 (1) 8.25% (2) 8.45% (3) 8.35%
 (4) 8.65% (5) 8.55%
Q.29 Who is the Minister of Commerce & Industry and 

Civil Aviation?
 (1) Piyush Goyal  (2) Nitin Gadkari
 (3) Suresh Prabhu (4) Hukumdev Singh
 (5) Ramjee Thakkar
Q.30 Where was the International Conference and 

Exhibition on Energy and Environment: Challenges 
and Opportunities (ENCO 2019) inaugurated?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Kolkata (3) Mumbai
 (4) Bengaluru (5) Hyderabad
Q.31 The foundation stone for a permanent campus of 

the Central University at Dehra was laid recently. 
In which state is Dehra located?
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 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Himachal Pradesh
 (3) Uttarakhand  (4) Punjab
 (5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.32 What is the full form of VIVID?
 (1) Vision Insight and Vacation as India goes 

Digital
 (2) Vision Insight and Voices as India goes Downward
 (3) Vision Insight and Voices as India goes Digital
 (4) Virtual Insight and Voices as India goes Digital
 (5) None of these
Q.33 Where was 14th Agricultural Science Congress 

organised?
 (1) Kolkata (2) Mumbai (3) Hyderabad
 (4) Chennai (5) New Delhi
Q.34 Where was the Third edition of Annual "Words in 

the Garden" festival was celebrated?
 (1) Chennai (2) New Delhi (3) Imphal
 (4) Kohima (5) Port Blair
Q.35 Where is the “Waste to Wonder” Park situated?
 (1) Dehradun (2) Nainital (3) New Delhi
 (4) Pune (5) Hampi
Q.36 Who has launched “Young Scientist Programme” 

for school children?
 (1) SEBI (2) ISRO (3) IRDA
 (4) UGC (5) CBSE
Q.37 Who has signed a USD 455 million loan to finance 

the Andhra Pradesh Rural Roads Project with the 
Government of India?

 (1) International monetary fund
 (2) World Bank
 (3) State Bank of India
 (4) Asian Development Bank
 (5) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
Q.38 Who has been appointed as the next High 

Commissioner of India to Tanzania?
 (1) Sanjiv Kohli  (2) Vinay Kumar
 (3) Satbir Singh  (4) Srikumar Menon
 (5) Sanjiv Ranjan
Q.39 Union Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment 

Thawar Chand Gehlot has inaugurated the 
National Conference on “Deendayal Disabled 
Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS)” in ______.

 (1) New Delhi (2) Mumbai (3) Patna
 (4) Lucknow (5) Chennai
Q.40 Who has been appointed as the Chairman of 

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI)?

 (1) R. K. Chaturvedi (2) Asheesh Sharma
 (3) N. N. Sinha  (4) R.K. Pandey
 (5) D.O. Tawade
Q.41 Which organisation has set a Guinness world 

record in ‘single line bicycle parade’?
 (1) CISF (2) CRPF (3) BSF
 (4) ITBP (5) BRO
Q.42 Where was the Second Asian Rhino Range 

Countries meeting was held?
 (1) Guwahati (2) Dehradun (3) New Delhi
 (4) Pune (5) Chennai
Q.43 Who has won the Kenya Open Future Series 

badminton tournament by defeating compatriot 
Aman Farogh Sanjay in Nairobi?

 (1) Lorenzo Gagli (2) Aaron Rai
 (3) Rahul Bharadwaj (4) Sebastian Söderberg
 (5) Haydn Porteous
Q.44 Where will the second edition of Indo-Pacific 

Regional Dialogue (IPRD) - 2019 be held?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Pune (3) Mumbai
 (4) Kolkata (5) Hyderabad
Q.45 Who has been named Chief Scientist of WHO?
 (1) Anders Nordström 
 (2) Soumya Swaminathan
 (3) Gro Harlem Brundtland
 (4) Hiroshi Nakajima
 (5) Marcolino Gomes Candau
Q.46 Which of the following statement is true?
 (1) Priyanka Dubey is a correspondent with the 

BBC
 (2) She has been named for the Chameli Devi Jain 

Award
 (3) She is awarded for an Outstanding Woman 

Journalist for the year 2018
 (4) All of the above
 (5) None of the above
Q.47 Which bank has signed a bancassurance agreement 

with HDFC Life Insurance Company?
 (1) Bank of India (2) Union Bank of India
 (3) State Bank of India (4) United Bank of India
 (5) Punjab National Bank
Q.48 Ausaf Sayeed has been appointed as the next 

Ambassador of India to which country?
 (1) Oman  (2) UAE 
 (3) Saudi Arabia  (4) Iran
 (5) Afghanistan
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Q.49 India has signed a $3-billion deal with ______ for 
leasing a nuclear-powered attack submarine for 
the Indian Navy for a period of 10 years.

 (1) Russia (2) USA (3) Britain
 (4) Australia (5) Israel
Q.50 Which of the following statement is true?
 (1) The National Payments Corporation of India 

is an umbrella organisation for operating retail 
payments and settlement systems in India.

 (2) Founded in 2008, the NPCI is a not-for-profit 
organisation registered under section 8 of the 
Companies Act 2013.

 (3) According to National Payments Corporation 
of India (NPCI), it had issued over 64 million 
RuPay global cards since 2014.

 (4) All of the above
 (5) None of the above
Q.51 Which of the following is true?
 (1) Singapore was the only other city in Asia-Pa-

cific that emerged in the top ten of the PIRI 
100.

 (2) In terms of the cost of prime residential real 
estate, Hong Kong is the second-most expen-
sive market in the world. 

 (3) Philippines’ capital city of Manila led the 
Knight Frank Prime International Residential 
Index (PIRI 100)

 (4) Mumbai has been ranked 16th in the most ex-
pensive prime residential property market of 
the world.

 (5) All of these
Q.52 Which International Airport has won the 

prestigious Airport Service Quality (ASQ) award 
for being the best airport in size and region for the 
year 2018?

 (1) Veer Savarkar International Airport
 (2) Visakhapatnam International Airport
 (3) Biju Patnaik International Airport
 (4) Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International 

Airport
 (5) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport
Q.53 Prime Minister Narendra Modi released the new 

series of coin of one, two, five, ten and twenty 
rupees in New Delhi. What is the unique feature of 
these coins?

 (1) This coins are heavier than the previous coins
 (2) This coins are symbolic and not for general use
 (3) This coins are hearing impaired friendly

 (4) This coins are visually impaired friendly
 (5) None of these
Q.54 According to which latest salary index the women 

in the country earn 19 per cent less than men?
 (1) Monster Salary Index
 (2) Shine Salary Index
 (3) Naukri Salary Index
 (4) LinkedIn Salary Index
 (5) Facebook Salary Index
Q.55 According to a report by Japanese brokerage  firm 

Nomura, India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
growth is likely to be below ______ in 2019-20.

 (1) 3.00% (2) 4.00% (3) 5.00%
 (4) 6.00% (5) 7.00%
Q.56 United Nations, India has nominated which NITI 

Aayog member for the post of the new Food 
and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) Director-
General?

 (1) Bibek Debroy (2) V. K. Saraswat
 (3) Ramesh Chand (4) Dr. Vinod Paul
 (5) Amitabh Kant
Q.57 Who has been appointed as additional director and 

chairman of Hindustan Zinc Limited?
 (1) Kiran Agarwal (2) Agnivesh Agarwal
 (3) Navin Agrawal (4) Sunil Duggal
 (5) Reena Sinha Puri
Q.58 Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated Indian 

Oil Corp's LNG import terminal at Ennore in 
Tamil Nadu to the nation . What is the invested 
amount in this plant?

 (1) Rs 3005 crore (2) Rs 5,150 crore
 (3) Rs 6510 crore (4) Rs 9935 crore
 (5) Rs 1661 crore
Q.59 Which of the following statement is true?
 (1) India has signed Loan Agreement with the 

World Bank for USD 96 Million
 (2) The Loan Agreement is for Additional Financ-

ing for Disaster Recovery Project
 (3) This agreement shall benefit the Uttarakhand 

Disaster Recovery Project
 (4) All of the above
 (5) None of the above
Q.60 DBS Bank has inaugurated its first branch in 

Ahmedabad. Which of the following statement is 
true about DBS bank?

 (1) DBS Bank is a multinational banking and fi-
nancial services corporation.
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 (2) It is headquartered in Marina Bay, Singapore.
 (3) The company was known as The Develop-

ment Bank of Singapore Limited
 (4) All of the above
 (5) None of the above
Q.61 Who has been appointed Director of Bhabha 

Atomic Research Centre (BARC)?
 (1) Ajit Kumar Mohanty
 (2) Ratan Kumar Sinha
 (3) Srikumar Banerjee
 (4) B. Bhattacharjee
 (5) Anil Kakodkar
Q.62 ______and National Health Authority (NHA) have 

formed joint working group on Ayushman Bharat?
 (1) IRDAI (2) NHAI (3) TRAI
 (4) SEBI (5) EPFO
Q.63 What is the rank of Mukesh Ambani on Forbes 

World's Billionaire list?
 (1) 10th (2) 11th (3) 12th
 (4) 13th (5) 14th
Q.64 The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a total penalty 

of ______ on Bank of Baroda, Allahabad Bank, ICICI 
Bank, Yes Bank and Canara Bank for non-compliance 
with directions and rules related to 'Swift'.

 (1) Rs 10 crore (2) Rs 20 crore (3) Rs 30 crore
 (4) Rs 40 crore (5) Rs 50 crore
Q.65 Who has been nominated as Executive Chairman 

of the National Legal Service Authority?
 (1) Justice S A Bobde
 (2) Justice N. V. Ramana
 (3) Justice Arun Kumar Mishra
 (4) Justice R. Banumathi
 (5) Justice Ashok Bhushan
Q.66 Which of the following Statement is true?
 (1) The World Bank signed a $250 million loan 

agreement with the government of India.
 (2) It is for the National Rural Economic Trans-

formation Project (NRETP).
 (3) It shall help women in rural households devel-

op viable enterprises for farm and non-farm 
products.

 (4) All of the above
 (5) None of the above
Q.67 Who has been appointed as the director-general of 

the National Archives of India?
 (1) P V Ramesh  (2) Mahesh Poddar

 (3) Nitin Garg  (4) Mohit Shukla
 (5) Rakshit Rai
Q.68 "Al Nagah III" is a joint military exercise between 

India and which country?
 (1) UAE (2) Saudi Arabia (3) Iran
 (4) Oman (5) Afghanistan
Q.69 Which of the following statement is true?
 (1) A $25.2 Million Loan Agreement has been 

signed with the World Bank
 (2) Government of India and State Government 

of Chhattisgarh has signed this loan with the 
World Bank.

 (3) The loan shall support the State’s Reforms in 
Expenditure Management.

 (4) All of the above
 (5) None of the above
Q.70 Which city has been adjudged India’s cleanest 

city for the third straight year in the central 
government’s cleanliness survey?

 (1) Lucknow (2) Gorakhpur (3) Indore
 (4) Mumbai (5) Chennai
Q.71 Puneet Roy Kundal has been appointed as the next 

Ambassador of India to which of the following 
country?

 (1) Algeria (2) Tunisia (3) Zambia
 (4) Ghana (5) Libya
Q.72 Former Union Minister Venur Dhananjay Kumar 

has passed away recently. He was the former 
Member of Parliament from which constituency?

 (1) Panamangalore (2) Mangalore
 (3) Puttur  (4) Kasargod
 (5) Hosdurg
Q.73 Home Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the project 

BOLD-QIT. What is the full form of BOLD-QIT?
 (1) Border Electrical Dominated QRT Intercep-

tion Technique
 (2) Border Electrical Dominated QRT Intercept 

Technique
 (3) Border Electronically Dominated QRT Inter-

cept Technique
 (4) Border Electronically Dominated QRT Inter-

ception Technique
 (5) None of these
Q.74 Where is Jimmy George Indoor Stadium?
 (1) Chennai  (2) Lucknow
 (3) New Delhi  (4) Thiruvananthapuram
 (5) Bengaluru
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Q.75 Who has been appointed as the chairman of the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) Cricket 
Committee?

 (1) Michael Hayden (2) Brian Lara
 (3) Anil Kumble  (4) Sachin Tendulkar
 (5) Kapil Dev
Q.76 Who has been appointed as the first Lokayukta of 

Odisha?
 (1) Justice Ajit Singh
 (2) Justice Govind Mathur
 (3) Justice Naresh Harishchandra Patil
 (4) Justice Rajendra Menon
 (5) Justice Aniruddha Bose
Q.77 Who became the first recipient of the 'Bhagwan 

Mahavir Ahimsa Puraskar' instituted by the Akhil 
Bharatiya Digambar Jain Mahasamiti?

 (1) Narendra Modi
 (2) Abhinandan Varthaman
 (3) Mahesh Babu
 (4) Barkha Dutt
 (5) Kailash Satyarthi
Q.78 Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah has been re-

elected president of the powerful Olympic Council 
of Asia (OCA). He is from which country?

 (1) Kuwait (2) Iraq (3) Iran
 (4) Saudi Arabia (5) UAE
Q.79 Former Deputy Prime Minister of which country, 

Bharat Mohan Adhikari, has passed away?
 (1) Bhutan (2) Nepal (3) Mongolia
 (4) Cambodia (5) Indonesia
Q.80 Pranay Kumar Verma has been appointed as the 

next Ambassador of India to ______.
 (1) Vietnam (2) Nepal (3) USA
 (4) Venezuela (5) Turkey
Q.81 Which Pulitzer award-winning photographer, died 

recently?
 (1) Yannis Behrakis (2) Colson Whitehead
 (3) Viet Thanh Nguyen (4) Anthony Doerr
 (5) Richard Ford
Q.82 Who has won the 100th ATP (Association of 

Tennis Professionals) Singles tennis title of 
his career in the Final of the Dubai Tennis 
Championships?

 (1) Stefanos Tsitsipas (2) Roger Federer 
 (3) Novak Djokovic (4) Rafael Nadal
 (5) Andy Murray

Q.83 Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared the 2019-
2020 as the year of –

 (1) Nationalism  (2) Cleanliness
 (3) Health  (4) Construction technology
 (5) Counter Terrorism
Q.84 Scientist Zhores Alferov, who won the Nobel 

physics prize for his work in semi-conductor and 
laser technologies, has passed away recently. He 
was from which country?

 (1) Russian (2) South Korea (3) Uzbekistan
 (4) Somalia (5) Tajikistan
Q.85 Who released the book titled, 'Mann Ki Baat - A 

Social Revolution on Radio'?
 (1) Smriti Irani  (2) Arun Jaitley
 (3) Suresh Prabhu (4) Narendra Modi
 (5) Piyush Goyal
Q.86 Who won the 10 Kilometre race of Nepal's Chief 

of Army Staff (COAS) Open Marathon and Run 
for Fun held in Kathmandu?

 (1) Shashank Shekhar (2) Milkha Singh
 (3) P. T. Usha  (4) Thonakal Gopi
 (5) Lalita Babar
Q.87 Who has recently joined the 15th Finance 

Commission as a member?
 (1) N. K. Singh  (2) Shaktikanta Das
 (3) Dr. Ashok Lahiri (4) Ajay Narayan Jha
 (5) Arvind Mehta
Q.88 Where has the government approved the proposal 

regarding setting up of a "Centre for Disability Sports"?
 (1) Gwalior (2) Lucknow (3) Hyderabad
 (4) Chennai (5) Mumbai
Q.89 Sarbananda Sonowal is the Chief Minister of 

which state?
 (1) Tripura (2) Assam (3) Manipur
 (4) Nagaland (5) Meghalaya
Q.90 Where was the Third India-Japan Cyber Dialogue 

held?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Tokyo (3) Kyoto
 (4) Mumbai (5) Nagasaki
Q.91 Who has assumed charge of the Eastern Air 

Command of the Indian Air Force?
 (1) Air Marshal Rajesh Kumar
 (2) Air Marshal Rajiv Dayal Mathur
 (3) Air Marshal R D Mathur
 (4) Air Marshal Harjit Singh Arora
 (5) Air Marshal Raghunath Nambiar



94

QUIZ TIME GEnERaL aWaREnESS

MICA  MAY 2019 Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared the 2019-2020 as the year of construction technology.

Q.92 Where will the Ninth Edition of Yonex Sunrise 
India Open be held?

 (1) Tokyo (2) Beijing (3) New Delhi
 (4) Hong Kong (5) Shanghai
Q.93 The Union Cabinet approved setting up of a new 

AIIMS at Manethi in Rewari District, Haryana at a 
cost of ______.?

 (1) Rs 299 crore  (2) Rs 1,000 crore
 (3) Rs 1,299 crore (4) Rs 2,299 crore
 (5) Rs 5,299 crore
Q.94 Muktesh Kumar Pardeshi has been appointed as 

the next High Commissioner of India to__.
 (1) Pakistan (2) China (3) Australia
 (4) Italy (5) New Zealand
Q.95 Which company has been recognised as one of the 

World's Most Ethical Companies for the year 2019 
by the Ethisphere Institute?

 (1) Tata Steel 
 (2) Coal India Limited
 (3) State bank of India
 (4) WIPRO
 (5) Infosys
Q.96 Which firm has partnered with Niti Aayog's Atal 

Innovation Mission (AIM) to collaborate on 
enhancing digital literacy and creativity skills 
across all Atal Tinkering Labs in the country?

 (1) Adobe (2) Microsoft (3) Apple
 (4) Samsung (5) IBM
Q.97 Veteran Marathi poet and writer Vasant Abaji 

Dahake has been honoured with the prestigious 
'Janasthan' award. This award is instituted by 
which organisation?

 (1) Niti Ayog  
 (2) FICCI 
 (3) Kusumagraj Pratishthan
 (4) Sahitya Kala Academy
 (5) ISRO
Q.98 The Union cabinet approved an agreement 

between India and which country to access tipline 
reports on missing and exploited children?

 (1) Russia (2) China (3) Brazil
 (4) USA (5) France
Q.99 The RBI have completed signing of the bilateral 

currency swap agreement for $75 billion with 
which country that will help in bringing greater 
stability in foreign exchange and capital markets 
in the country?

 (1) Singapore (2) Japan (3) Italy
 (4) Thailand (5) China
Q.100 Makran Cup is associated with which games?
 (1) Cricket (2) Boxing (3) Wrestling
 (4) Badminton (5) Tennis
Q.101 Who has been appointed as the next High Commissioner 

of India to the Republic of Mozambique?
 (1) Prosenjit Banerjee (2) Rajeev Kumar
 (3) Dharmesh Verma (4) Viraj Singh
 (5) Surjeet Dhawan
Q.102 Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador 

of India to the Republic of Tajikistan?
 (1) Sunil Verma  (2) Rajeev Kumar
 (3) Sanjay Verma (4) Viraj Singh
 (5) Majid Ali
Q.103 Who have won the gold medal in 10-metre air 

pistol mixed team event at the ISSF World Cup in 
New Delhi?

 (1) Saurabh Chaudhary and Manu Bhaker
 (2) Harihar Banerjee and Anjali Bhagwat
 (3) Bhim Singh and Abhinav Bindra
 (4) Saurabh Chaudhary and Anjali Bhagwat
 (5) Bhim Singh and Manu Bhaker
Q.104 Which state has launched the PRANAM 

Commission for protection of parents of state 
government employees?

 (1) Bihar (2) Nagaland (3) Assam
 (4) Chhattisgarh (5) Jharkhand
Q.105 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the 

"Khelo India Mobile App" –
 (1) To create awareness about sports
 (2) To create awareness about fitness
 (3) To create awareness about Exam
 (4) Both 1& 2
 (5) None of these
Q.106 Which bank has approved a proposal to increase 

foreign shareholding limit to 45% from the 
existing 43%?

 (1) State Bank of India
 (2) Kotak Mahindra Bank
 (3) Indian Bank
 (4) Axis Bank
 (5) ICICI Bank
Q.107 Which of the following bank has been taken out of 

the Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework 
of RBI?



95

GEnERaL aWaREnESS

MAY 2019  MICAAsian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the Government of India signed a USD 455 million 
loan to finance the Andhra Pradesh Rural Roads Project.

 (1) Allahabad Bank (2) Corporation Bank
 (3) Dhanlaxmi Bank (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.108 West Bengal Government has inaugurated a web 

portal ______ which will provide real-time data on 
state-run and aided schools.

 (1) Banglar Shiksha
 (2) Bengal Shiksha
 (3) Porivortan Shiksha
 (4) Subhash Shiksha
 (5) None of these
Q.109 According to Hurun Global Rich List 2019, 

Mukesh Ambani has entered into the top 10 richest 
list globally. Who has topped this list?

 (1) Jeff Bezos  (2) Warren Buffett
 (3) Bernard Arnault (4) Mark Zuckerberg
 (5) Amancio Ortega
Q.110 DRDO successfully test fired indigenously 

developed QRSAMs from ITR Chandipur, off the 
Odisha Coast.  What is the full form of QRSAM?

 (1) Quick Run Surface-to-Air missiles
 (2) Quick Round Surface-to-Air missiles
 (3) Quick Reach Surface-to-Air missiles
 (4) Quick Reacting Surface-to-Air missiles
 (5) Quick Response Surface-to-Air missiles
Q.111 Exercise Sampriti-2019 is the eighth edition of an 

important bilateral defence cooperation endeavour 
between which two countries?

 (1) Iran and Israel
 (2) India and Bangladesh
 (3) India and Iran
 (4) Thailand and Bangladesh
 (5) India and Thailand
Q.112 Who has been elected as the president of Nigeria?
 (1) Atiku Abubakar (2) Bukola Saraki
 (3) Yemi Osinbajo (4) Olusegun Obasanjo
 (5) Muhammadu Buhari
Q.113 Who has been appointed as the next High 

Commissioner of India to Guyana?
 (1) K. J. Srinivasa 
 (2) Ajay Bisariya
 (3) Gautam Bambawale 
 (4) Vijay Keshav Gokhale
 (5) Vikram Misri
Q.114 Who is the Union Skill Development Minister?

 (1) Piyush Goyal  (2) Rajiv Pratap Rudy
 (3) Manohar Parrikar (4) Dharmendra Pradhan
 (5) Chetan Azad
Q.115 Where was the 20th meeting of India-Italy Joint 

Commission for Economic Cooperation (JCEC) 
held?

 (1) Rome (2) Mumbai (3) New Delhi
 (4) Milan (5) Naples
Q.116 Health Minister ______ has inaugurated the Fourth 

Global Digital Health Partnership Summit in New 
Delhi.

 (1) J P Nadda  (2) Piyush Goyal
 (3) Hukumdev Singh (4) Manohar Parrikar
 (5) Sushma Swaraj
Q.117 Where is the National War Memorial in India 

located?
 (1) Kolkata (2) Mumbai (3) New Delhi
 (4) Chennai (5) Bengaluru
Q.118 Indra Nooyi has joined the board of directors of 

which company?
 (1) Amazon (2) Paytm (3) Videocon
 (4) PepsiCo (5) Coca Cola
Q.119 Who has been honoured by the Asian Hockey 

Federation with the 2018 Player of the Year award?
 (1) Harmanpreet Singh (2) Yutaka Fukufuji
 (3) Dustin Byfuglien (4) Nazem Kadri
 (5) Connor McDavid
Q.120 Who won the Cannes International Open?
 (1) Pier Luigi Basso (2) Abhijeet Gupta
 (3) Viswanathan Anand (4) Maurice Ashley
 (5) Ben Finegold
Q.121 Saudi Arabia has appointed Princess Reema bint 

Bandar bin Sultan as its new Ambassador to which 
country?

 (1) United States (2) Russia (3) India
 (4) Pakistan (5) Israel
Q.122 Where is the ‘Titanwala Museum’ located?
 (1) India (2) Mexico (3) Rome
 (4) Venice (5) France
Q.123 Where was the Big12 collegiate athletics meet 

held?
 (1) Texas (2) Mumbai (3) Paris
 (4) Bangkok (5) Shanghai
Q.124 Who has won the gold medal in men’s 67kg category 

in the National weightlifting championships at 
Visakhapatnam?
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 (1) Sathish Sivalingam (2) Deepak Lather
 (3) Vikas Thakur  (4) Gulam Navi
 (5) Pardeep Singh
Q.125 Who has won the fourth edition of the IDBI 

Federal Life Insurance New Delhi Marathon in 
Men's Category?

 (1) Fauja Singh  (2) Haile Gebrselassie
 (3) Thonakal Gopi (4) Rashpal Singh
 (5) Kheta Ram
Q.126 Who has won the fourth edition of the IDBI 

Federal Life Insurance New Delhi Marathon in 
women’s category?

 (1) Jyoti Gawte  (2) Paula Radcliffe
 (3) P. T. Usha  (4) Lalita Babar
 (5) O. P. Jaisha
Q.127 Who has partnered with 'UK Research and 

Innovation' to work on a 20-million-pound project 
to develop new approaches to tackle challenges to 
water security and sustainable development?

 (1) IIT-Mumbai  (2) IIT-Madras
 (3) IIT-Delhi  (4) IIT-Dehradun
 (5) IIT-Kochi
Q.128 Who has been elected as the president of the 

Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) for a third 
time?

 (1) K. Ravi Kumar (2) Binod Chandra Das
 (3) Asit Saha  (4) Hamza Bin Omer
 (5) Brijbhushan Sharan Singh
Q.129 From which city has Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi launched the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman 
Nidhi (PM-KISAN)?

 (1) Gorakhpur (2) Chennai (3) Jaipur
 (4) Jammu (5) Guwahati
Q.130 Where President Ram Nath Kovind did 

inaugurated the Apollomedics Super Speciality 
Hospital recently?

 (1) Chennai (2) Lucknow (3) Pune
 (4) Kolkata (5) Imphal
Q.131 World Bank, UN Women and SIDBI have agreed 

to launch a five-year tenor ‘women’s livelihood 
bond’ to raise______.

 (1) `100 crore (2) `300 crore (3) `500 crore
 (4) `1000 crore (5) `5000 crore
Q.132 Who has claimed gold in 64 kg women's event in 

the Senior National Weightlifting championship?
 (1) S Thasana Chanu
 (2) Khumukcham Sanjita Chanu

 (3) Ngangbam Soniya Chanu
 (4) Renu Bala Chanu
 (5) Saikhom Mirabai Chanu
Q.133 Which Bank has tied up with Germany’s KfW 

Development Bank for funding of $113 million to 
refinance solar projects?

 (1) Bank of India
 (2) Union Bank of India
 (3) Punjab National Bank 
 (4) Bank of Baroda
 (5) State Bank of India
Q.134 Which Veteran Telugu film director has passed 

away recently?
 (1) Puri Jagannadh (2) Srikanth Addala
 (3) Srinivas Avasarala (4) Trivikram Srinivas
 (5) Kodi Ramakrishna
Q.135 The Odisha government has launched a boat 

ambulance service to ferry patients to hospitals in 
remote areas at a cost of______.

 (1) Rs 5.40 crore  (2) Rs 540 crore
 (3) Rs 54 crore  (4) Rs 5 crore
 (5) Rs 40 crore
Q.136 Who has launched the “National Action Plan - 

Viral Hepatitis” recently?
 (1) Ashwini Kumar Choubey
 (2) Piyush Goyal
 (3) Arun Jaitley
 (4) Manohar Parrikar
 (5) Nirmala Sitharaman
Q.137 President Omar al-Bashir has declared a national state 

of emergency. He is the president of which country?
 (1) Italy (2) Turkey (3) Sudan
 (4) Iran (5) Oman
Q.138 Where will the 46th Session of the Council of 

Foreign Ministers of the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) be held?

 (1) Kampala (2) Abu Dhabi (3) Tashkent
 (4) Laayoune (5) AshKhabad
Q.139 Who have been elected as the Vice-President of 

the Asian Hockey Federation (AHF)?
 (1) Saif Khan  (2) Mahesh Shukla
 (3) Asima Ali  (4) Harmanpreet Singh
 (5) Md Mushtaque Ahmad
Q.140 Which a leading online payments service provider, 

has appointed Anirban Mukherjee as a CEO for 
India Operations?
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 (1) Paytm (2) PayU (3) Phone Pe
 (4) MPesa (5) PayPal
Q.141 Veteran ______ writer and former judge Ko 

Channabasappa passed away recently.
 (1) Telugu (2) Malayalam (3) Kannada
 (4) Hindi (5) Bengali
Q.142 Which state has appointed senior journalist Deepak 

Tiwari as Vice Chancellor of Makhanlal Chaturvedi 
National Journalism and Communication 
University?

 (1) Karnataka  (2) Tamil Nadu 
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Uttar Pradesh
 (5) Himachal Pradesh
Q.143 Who created a new world record to win gold medal 

in the ISSF World Cup?
 (1) Saurabh Chaudhary
 (2) Vijay Kumar
 (3) Gagan Narang
 (4) Apurvi Chandela
 (5) Ronjan Sodhi
Q.144 Which of the following is a private bank?
 (1) Punjab National bank
 (2) State Bank of India
 (3) Bank of India
 (4) IDBI Bank
 (5) None of these
Q.145 Maate Mahadevi, a prominent woman pontiff of 

which community?

 (1) Lingayat (2) Vaishnava (3) Buddhists
 (4) Shaiva (5) Parsis
Q.146 United States of America will set up ______

nuclear power plants in India.
 (1) Three (2) Four (3) Six
 (4) Eight (5) Ten
Q.147 Where has Wipro launched its industrial internet 

of things (IIoT) centre of excellence (CoE)?
 (1) Pune (2) Bengaluru (3) Hyderabad
 (4) Mumbai (5) Kochi
Q.148 What is the full form of MPATGM?
 (1) Machine Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile
 (2) Mandatory Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile
 (3) Mechanical Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile
 (4) Man Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile
 (5) Mechanised Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile
Q.149 Election Commission has launched a mobile 

application ______ to help poll observers to 
submit reports.

 (1) cVigil App  (2) Observer App
 (3) ECReport App (4) PollReport App
 (5) ReportPoll App
Q.150 Who has inked a pact with the Indian Railways for 

fly ash transportation?
 (1) NTPC (2) IOC (3) CIL
 (4) ITBP (5) RIL
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Q.1.  The watchwords of the French Revolution-Liberty, 
Equality and_______inspired the whole world.

 (A) Fraternity (B) Justice 
 (C) Simplicity (D) Freedom
Q.2.  The Indian National Congress was founded by ______in 

1885.
 (A) Allan Octavian Hume (B) Lord Dufferin 
 (C) Badruddin Tayabji (D) Annie Besant
Q.3.  _____passed the Indian Universities Act in 1904, 

imposing stiff control over Indian Universities.
 (A) Lord Dufferin. (B) Lord Curzon 
 (C) Lord Simon (D) Lord Robertson
Q.4.  ______ means, made in our own country by our own 

people.
 (A) Swadeshi  (B) Videshi 
 (C) Garam Dal  (D) Deshaj
Q.5.  It was_______ who realized the importance of boycott 

as a weapon that could be used to paralyze the whole 
British administrative machinery in India.

 (A) Bal Gangadhar Tilak (B) Gopal Krishna Gokhale
 (C) Dadabhai Naoroji (D) Firoz Shah Mehta
Q.6.  _______ , ______, and_______ were important leaders 

of this Radical group.
 (A) Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Gopal 

Krishna Gokhale
 (B) Dadabhai Naoroji, Firoz Shah Mehta and Gopal 

Krishna Gokhale
 (C) Lala Lajpat Rai, Dadabhai Naoroji and Firoz Shah 

Mehta
 (D) Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Bipin 

Chandra Pal
Q.7. _______gave a slogan Freedom is our birthright and we 

must have it
 (A) Lala Lajpat Rai (B) Mahatma Gandhi  
 (C) Bal Gangadhar Tilak (D) Jawaharlal Nehru
Q.8.  ______started working for the Home Rule Movement in 

1914.
 (A) Mahatma Gandhi (B) Jawaharlal Nehru 
 (C) Annie Besant (D) Bal Gangadhar Tilak
Q.9.  In 1916, the Muslim League and Congress came to an 

understanding with each other and signed the
 (A) Bengal Pact (B) Treaty of Calcutta. 
 (C) Self-Government Act (D) Lucknow Pact 
Q.10.  On 30th December, 1906, the ______was founded.
 (A) Lucknow Pact (B) All India Muslim League
 (C) Self Government Act (D) Bengal Pact

AllAhAbAd high Court Aro (AssistAnt review offiCer) exAm PAPer 2019

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan (PM-SYM) 
Yojana at Vastral in Gujarat.

Q.11.  Montague-Chelmsford Reforms introduced______ 
which was a kind of double government in the provinces.

 (A) Dual  (B) Self-Government
 (C) Legislative Reform (D) Dyarchy
Q.12.  For a peaceful protest against the Rowlatt Act, people 

had gathered on 13th April 1919 on the occasion of 
Baisakhi fair at

 (A) Bengal  (B) First World War 
 (C) Jalianwalla Bagh (D) Khalipha
Q.13.  What is the minimum essential duration of professional 

practice by an advocate for appointment as a High Court 
judge?

 (A) 5 years (B) 10 years (C) 15 years (D) 20 years
Q.14.  Which of the following states had maximum Lok Sabha 

seats in 2014 ?
 (A) Utter Pradesh (B) Rajasthan 
 (C) Madhya Pradesh (D) Maharashtra
Q.15.  The Department of Mines Safety comes under which 

Central Ministry in India ?
 (A) Ministry of Mines   
 (B)  Ministry of Labour and Employment
 (C) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change 
 (D) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
Q.16.  In 2018, through which scheme, was National health 

protection with insurance introduced in India?
 (A) Pradhanmantri Matritva Vandana Yojana
 (B) Janani Yojana
 (C) Ayushman Bharat  
 (D) National Pension Scheme
Q.17.  Which of the following is a subsidiary of RBI ?
 (A) National Housing Bank (B) ICICI 
 (C) SBI  (D) SIDBI
Q.18.  In India, the Social Entrepreneur Award-2018 was 

conferred to
 (A) Neichute Doulo (B) Poonam Bir 
 (C) Prema Gopalan (D) Azim Premji
Q.19.  Which of the following in India, is not an Essential 

commodity listed under Commodities Act, 1955 ?
 (A) Drugs   (B) Petroleum 
 (C) Fertilizers (D) Food Machinery
Q.20.  In India, “Operation Flood” is associated with
 (A) Water conservation (B) Dairy product
 (C) Flood rescue  (D) Crime prevention 
Q.21.  In India, Mewar festival is celebrated at
 (A) Jaisalmer (B) Jodhpur (C) Udaipur (D) Jaipur
Q.22.  Which of the following monasteries is situated in 

Sikkim?
 (A) Rumtek Monastery  (B) Namgyal Monastery
 (C) Ghum Monastery (D) Tawang Monastery
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Q.23.  In India, Jnanpith Award is associated with
 (A) Classical Singing (B) Literature  
 (C) Classical Dance (D) Cinema
Q.24.  In which Indian city is Panch Mahal located ?
 (A) Lucknow  (B) Golconda  
 (C) Agra  (D) Fatehpur Sikri
Q.25.  Which of the following IIT, is situated in Uttar Pradesh?
 (A) IIT Roorkee (B) IIT BHU  
 (C) IIT Bhilai  (D) IIT Mandi
Q.26.  In which year was the Banaras Hindi University 

established?
 (A) 1910 (B) 1916 (C) 1920 (D) 1921
Q.27.  In which of the following places is the Indian Veterinary 

Research Institute situated in Uttar Pradesh?
 (A) Bagpat  (B) Noida 
 (C) Lucknow  (D) Izzat Nagar Bareilly
Q.28.  Ustad Bismillah Khan is famous for _____ and was 

awarded ____
 (A) Shehnai, Bharat Ratna (B) Sitar, Bharat Ratna 
 (C) Flute, Padma Shri (D) Sarod, Bharat Ratna
Q.29.  The Chaukhandi Stupa is situated at
 (A) Bodhgaya (B) Sarnath
 (C) Kaushambi (D) Ayodhya
Q.30.  Which of the following Agriculture Universities is not 

in Uttar Pradesh ?
 (A)  Banda University of Agriculture and Technology
 (B)  Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel University of Agriculture 

and Technology
 (C)  G.B. Pant University of Agriculture and Technol-

ogy
 (D)  Rani Laxmi Bai Central Agriculture University
Q.31.  Following nuclear power plants is Which of the 

following nuclear power situated in Uttar Pradesh?
 (A) Rawatbhata (B) Kakrapar
 (C) Narora   (D) Tarapur
Q.32.  Which of the following places in Uttar Pradesh has an 

Aluminium plant?
 (A) Rayagarh  (B) Renukoot
 (C) Hirakund  (D) Mathura
Q.33.  For which among the following industries is Mathura 

famous for?
 (A) Limestone Mining Industry 
 (B) Granite Industry 
 (C) Oil Refinery  
 (D) Marble Industry
Q.34.  Which city is famous for the Glass industry in India?
 (A) Farrukhabad (B) Firozabad  
 (C) Moradabad (D) Azamgarh
Q.35.  In which of the following cities is the UP Stock 

Exchange situated ?
 (A) Noida (B) Meerut (C) Lucknow (D) Kanpur

Q.36.  In which of the following places did the Indian Rebellion 
of 1857 start?

 (A) Varanasi (B) Meerut (C) Faizabad (D) Lucknow
Q.37.  Out of the following options, in which the State of India 

is the sex ratio minimum as per Census 2011?
 (A) Kerala  (B) Andhra Pradesh 
 (C) Chhattisgarh (D) West Bengal
Q.38.  What is the interval between two consecutive Censuses?
 (A) 3 years (B) 5 years (C) 10 years (D) 15 years
Q.39.  Out of the following options, which State of India has 

maximum population density as per Census 2011?
 (A) Kerala  (B) Rajasthan
 (C) Maharashtra (D) Madhya Pradesh
Q.40.  _______ is a branch of ecology in which we study the 

interaction of an individual organism or a single species 
with the living and non-living factors of its environment.

 (A) Chemical Ecology (B) Auto Ecology
 (C) Genetic Ecology  (D) Paleoecology 
Q.41.  The source of energy in ecosystem is
 (A) Oxygen  (B) DNA 
 (C) Sun  (D) Geological reserves
Q.42.  Which of the following layers of the atmosphere is 

nearest to the Earth’s surface?
 (A) Troposphere (B) Stratosphere 
 (C) Mesosphere (D) Thermosphere
Q.43.  ______ speciation occurs when a species separates 

into two separate groups which are isolated from one 
another.

 (A) Allopatric (B) Peripatric 
 (C) Parapatric (D) Sympatric
Q.44.  ______ is the ability of a population of a living species 

to increase under ideal environmental conditions.
 (A) Ecological potential (B) Biotic potential  

(C) Multidirectional potential (D) Genetic potential
Q.45.  Which of the following is a carnivore in the ecosystem?
 (A) Giraffe (B) Elephant (C) Deer (D) Dolphin
Q.46.  Which of the following is not a cause of urbanization?
 (A) Education (B) Cultivation 
 (C) Industrialization (D) Economic causes
Q.47.  Which of the following is not an environmental impact 

of urbanization?
 (A) Air pollution  (B) Solid waste 
 (C) Flash flood (D) Crime
Q.48.  A cosmopolitan city means
 (A) It is a capital city   
 (B) It is a city of less dense population
 (C) It is a city composed of people for various cultural 

backgrounds 
 (D) It is a city of large financial centres
Q.49.  The Palk Strait is situated between
 (A) India and Sri Lanka  
 (B) India and UAE
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 (C) North Korea and South Korea 
 (D) Asian and European parts of Turkey
Q.50.  The Busan Harbour is situated in
 (A) North Korea (B) South Korea
 (C) China  (D) Japan
Q.51.  The Tropic of Cancer does not pass through which of the 

following countries?
 (A) Mexico (B) Myanmar (C) India (D) Brazil
Q.52.  Which of the following is not an island of Japan?
 (A) Hokkaido  (B) Honshu 
 (C) Shikoku  (D) Sin Cowe
Q.53.  The Falkland conflict over Falkland Islands is between
 (A) Mexico and USA 
 (B) Uruguay and Argentina
 (C) U.K. and Argentina 
 (D) Uruguay and Paraguay
Q.54.  Which of the following rivers does not culminate in Bay 

of Bengal?
 (A) Mahanadi (B) Krishna
 (C) Kaveri  (D) Narmada
Q.55.  Which of the following is the highest peak of Aravalli 

hill range?
 (A) Gurushikhar (B) Dhupgarh  
 (C) Panchmarhi (D) Anamudi
Q.56.  India’s Tulip garden is situated at largest in Jammu and 

Kashmir
 (A) Kokernag (B) Verinag  
 (C) Srinagar  (D) Pahalgam
Q.57.  Mount Girnar is situated in the district of Gujarat.
 (A) Mehsana (B) Junagarh (C) Kheda (D) Porbandar
Q.58.  For which metal is Bauxite exploited from the earth?
 (A) Zinc  (B) Copper  
 (C) Aluminium (D) Manganese
Q.59.  Farakka water sharing treaty is between
 (A) India and Pakistan (B) India and Nepal Net
 (C) India and China (D) India and Bangladesh
Q.60.  Which of the following does not have a nuclear power 

plant?
 (A) Narora  (B) Kudankulam 
 (C) Kaiga  (D) Rampura Agucha
Q.61.  Which of tho following is not a feature of computer?
 (A) Speed (B) Storage (C) Economy (D) Reliability
Q.62.  Computer software is divided mainly in which categories 

? Choose the most appropriato option.
 (A) System software 
 (B) User software 
 (C) Application software and System software
 (D) Application software and User software
Q.63.  Which of the following is not a part of operation of 

instruction cycle?
 (A) Fetch (B) Indirect (C) Execute (D) Memory

Q.64.  The system bus is separated into three functional groups. 
Choose the most appropriate option from the following:

 (A) Data bus, Address bus and Control bus 
 (B) Star bus, Mesh bus and Data Bus
 (C) Control bus, Data bus and Star bus
 (D) Address bus, Star bus and Mesh bus
Q.65.  For converting raw input data into useful information, 

all computer systems perform the following basic 
process :

 (A) Input – Store – Process – Output – Control
 (B)  Input – Process
 (C)  Process – Control – Output
 (D) Input – Store – Output
Q.66.  If a computer has more than one processor. then it is 

known as
 (A) Uniprocessor (B) Multiprocessor 
 (C) Multithreaded (D) Multiprogramming
Q.67.  Which of the following terms is defined by “A step by 

step description of how to arrive at a solution to a given 
problem” ?

 (A) Algorithm (B) Program 
 (C) Software  (D) Hardware
Q.68.  From the following, where does the actual instruction 

execute during data processing?
 (A) Arithmetic logic unit (B) Information unit
 (C) Storage unit (D) Output unit
Q.69.  Currently which generation computers are we using?
 (A) 2nd (B) 5th (C) 6th (D) 3rd
Q.70.  Which device among the following is used for sending 

digital data over a phone line?
 (A) USB (B) Scanner (C) Printer (D) Modem
Q.71.  The computer system can store any kind of data in the 

form of 0’s and 1’s which is known as
 (A) Binary number system (B) Number system 
 (C) Text number system (D) Number unit
Q.72.  BCD stands for
 (A) Binary Coded Decimal (B) Bit Control Decimal
 (C) Binary Code Device (D) Byte Coded Data
Q.73.  Auxiliary memory is popularly known as
 (A) Primary Storage 
 (B) Secondary Storage
 (C) Random Access Storage Device  
 (D) Processing Unit
Q.74.  Flash drive is popularly known as
 (A) Microprocessor (B) RAM 
 (C) ROM  (D) Pen drive
Q.75.  WORM stands for
 (A) Write Once, Read Many 
 (B) Write Read Memory
 (C) Wipe Only Read Memory  
 (D) Read Write Memory
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According to a report by Japanese brokerage Nomura, India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth 
is likely to be below 7% in 2019-20.

Q.76.  Choose the compile-time error from following options :
 (A) Logic error (B) Syntax error 
 (C) Application error (D) Testing error
Q.77.  Convert the decimal fraction number 0.8125 into its 

binary equivalent.
 (A) 0.1111 (B) 0.111 (C) 0.0011 (D) 0.1101
Q.78.  Convert the decimal number 759 into its equivalent 

octal number.
 (A) 1365 (B) 1752 (C) 1367 (D) 1771
Q.79.  Data entry cannot be captured by which of the following 

options?
 (A) OCR (B) OMR (C) COM (D) MICR
Q.80. _____feature of MS Word helps to create a list in a document.
 (A) Word Art  (B) Scaling 
 (C) Bullets and Numbering (D) Word Wrap
Q.81.  The Kyoto Protocol is related to
 (A) Trade  (B) Climate change 
 (C) Security  (D) Extradition
Q.82.  Which legendary comic writer who create famous 

characters like Spiderman, Hullk etc passed away 
recently at the age of 96 ?

 (A) Disney  (B) Pris Prolong 
 (C) Matt Groening (D) Stan Lee
Q.83.  In which of the following cities of Turkey, was a big 

airport inaugurated recently in 2018?
 (A) Istanbul (B) Ankara (C) Diyarbakir (D) Antalya
Q.84.  The 12th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meet was held at-

-----in October 2018.
 (A) Jakarta  (B) Kuala Lumpur 
 (C) Singapore (D) Bangkok
Q.85.  Which of the following is not a European Union(EU) 

country?
 (A) Austria (B) Turkey (C) Belgium (D) Finland
Q.86.  In December 2018, which country has recently banned 

Indian currency notes above 100 rupees denomination?
 (A) Malaysia (B) UAE (C) Myanmar (D) Nepal
Q.87.  Who was sworn as the Chief Minister of Rajasthan in 

the December, 2018 Vidhan Sabha elections?
 (A) Kamal Nath (B) K. Chandrasekhar Rao 

(C) Bhupesh Baghel (D) Ashok Gehlot
Q.88.  Out of the following cricketers, who wrote his autobiography 

titled “281 and Beyond”?
 (A) Yuvraj Singh (B) V.V.S. Laxman 
 (C) Sachin Tendulkar (D) Harbhajan Singh
Q.89.  Who was appointed as the Chairman of UPSC in 

November, 2018?
 (A) Arvind Saxena (B) Sunil Arora 
 (C) A.M. Naik (D) M.P. Poonia
Q.90.  Mary Kom scripted history by clinching a record 

______ World Championship Boxing Gold medal in the 
light flyweight 48 kg category.

 (A) fourth (B) fifth (C) sixth (D) seventh

Q.91.  Which movie won the Golden Peacock Award in the 
International Film Festival of India held in November 
2018?

 (A) Donbass  (B) Ee Ma Yau  
(C) When the Trees Fall (D) Aga

Q.92.  Which is the first State to launch Pan India single 
emergency number “112”, in November 2018?

 (A) Himachal Pradesh (B) Kerala 
 (C) Telangana (D) Sikkim
Q.93.  Aahana was born on 18th of April, 1971, which was 

a Sunday. What shall be the day when she becomes 
exactly 10 years old?

 (A) Thursday (B) Saturday (C) Sunday (D) Monday
Q.94.  In a code language BIGGEST is written as BGGST; 

KINGSTON is written as KNGSTN. TRICKS is written 
as TRCKS. How would CRYPTS be written in the same 
language ?

 (A) CRYPTS (B) CRPTS (C) CRPT (D) CRYPT
Q.95.  In a code language CONTROLLING is written as 

GNILLORTNOC; VOLLEYBALLS is written as 
SLLABYELLOV. How would SANCTUARIES be 
written in the same language?

 (A) SANCTUARIES (B) SEIRUATCNAS 
 (C) SEIRAUTCNAS  (D) SEIRAUCTNAS
Q.96.  In a code language GODSENT is written as FNCRDMS; 

JOKING is written as INJHMF. How would BRAZENLY 
be written inthe same language ?

 (A) AQZYDMKX (B) AQAYDMKX  
(C) AQZYMDKX (D) ASZYMDKX

Q.97.  Ranjeeta is walking along the seaside on a clear bright 
sunny morning. If her shadow is falling towards her 
right hand side, herback is facing which of the given 
directions?

 (A) East (B) South (C) West (D) North
Q.98.  Three of the following four numericals are alike in a 

certain way and so form a group. Which is the one that 
does not belong to that group ?

 (A) 1 (B) 2197 (C) 125000 (D) 681400
Q.99.  In a code language BEASTLY is written as 84: 

GIVEAWAY is written as 93. How would XEREXES 
be written in the same language ?

 (A) 103 (B) 99 (C) 100 (D) 101
Q.100.  Given below is a situation, followed by four choices, 

namely, A, B, C, D. You need to choose your response 
to the given situation by marking any one of the four 
responses. 

 Shailendra is on his way to Delhi from Mathura by train. 
On the way he sees a camel being mistreated by its 
handler. What should Shailendra do ?

 (A) Continue with his journey and hope that the ill 
treatment of the camel shall be stopped.

 (B) Pull the chain, stop the train, get down and hand 
over the handler to the nearby Police station.

 (C) Take out a procession after reaching Delhi against 
the way animals get treated in India.

 (D) Call up the help line for the organisation that deals 
with such mistreatment against animals, tell them 
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Kiran Agarwal has been appointed as additional director and chairman of Hindustan Zinc Limited.

the location and facts of the matter from his mobile 
phone with a resolve that he shall be ready to help 
in the matter once he completes his journey.

Q.101.  Instructions : Two statements I and II followed by two 
conclusions I and II.

 Statement I:  All weeks have seven days.
 Statement II :  Wodnosday lies in the middle of 
   the week.
 Conclusion 1 :  The following week shall have 
   six days.
 Conclusion II :  Thursday shall not lie exactly in 
   the middle of the following week.
 Mark your answer as-
 (A) if only conclusion I follows 
 (B) if only conclusion II follows
 (C) if both I and II follow  
 (D) if neither I nor II follows
Q.102.  Aaryaman owns a non-digital ordinary clock that has 

minute and hour hands.
 How many times would the two hands be exactly over 

one another in a continuous period of twenty-four 
hours considering that the clock is working properly 
throughout the given duration ?

 (A) 22 (B) 24 (C) 12 (D) 48
Q.103.  Catherine is playing with an ordinary dice. If she gets 

the number five on the face of the dice, which number 
shall lie on the side exactly opposite to the face of the 
dice?

 (A) 3 (B) 6 (C) 4 (D) 2
Q.104.  Ruchit is standing on the thirty-second position from 

the left end in forty-eight students. What shall be his 
position from the right end in the same row?

 (A) 17 (B) 16 (C) 32 (D) 18
Q.105. _____plays an important role in our health to carry 

oxygen throughout the body.
 (A) Red blood cells (B) White blood cells 
 (C) Plasma  (D) Platelets
Q.106.  What is the standard unit of kinetic energy?
 (A) Ampere-hour (B) Coulomb 
 (C) Joule  (D) Kilowatt-hour
Q.107. Name the instrument used for measuring atmospheric 

pressure.
 (A) Decibel meter (B) Barometer  
 (C) Hertz  (D) Anemometer
Q.108.  Who first discovered nucleic acid?
 (A) Friedrich Miescher (B) Edward Jenner 
 (C) Charles Darwin (D) Alexander Fleming 
Q.109.  ______ is a linear network of links, that starts from 

producer organism and ends at apex predator species.
 (A) Food Web (B) Food Chain 
 (C) Food Pyramid (D) Food Path

Q.110.  Which of the following is not an abiotic component of 
the ecosystem?

 (A) Organism (B) Light 
 (C) Water  (D) Soil
Q.111.  Which of the following is a non-renewable resource?
 (A) Biofuel  (B) Biomass 
 (C) Biogas  (D) Coal
Q.112.  Which is the outermost layer of the Earth?
 (A) Troposphere (B) Mesosphere 
 (C) Asthenosphere (D) Lithosphere
Q.113.  Name the discipline that determines the age of rocks, 

fossils, and sediments using signature inherent in the 
rocks.

 (A) Geochronology (B) Biogeochemistry
 (C) Petrology  (D) Volcanology
Q.114.  What are the causative agents ‘Tuberculosis’?
 (A) Bacteria  (B) Viruses
 (C) Fungi  (D) Parasites
Q.115.  What is the theme of the 106th Indian Science Congress?
 (A) Future India : Science and Technology 
 (B) Reaching the Unreached through Science and 

Technology
 (C) Science and Technology for National 

Development 
 (D) Science and Technology for Human Development
Q.116.  Where is the Indian Space Research Organisation’s 

headquarter situated in India?
 (A) New Delhi (B) Mumbai
 (C) Bengaluru (D) Kolkata
Q.117.  The fear of the Phallus worship was replaced in the 

_____ by its recognition as an official ritual.
 (A) Rig Veda  (B) Sama Veda 
 (C) Yajur Veda (D) Atharva Veda
Q.118.  After the death of King Ashoka the____declined rapidly.
 (A) Maurya Dynasty (B) Chola Dynasty
 (C) Chalukya Dynasty (D) Gupta Dynasty
Q.119.  The best known Chahamana, later known as Chauhan, 

ruler was __________ who defeated the Afghan ruler 
named Sultan Mohammad Ghori in 1191.

 (A) Ashoka   (B) Prashasti 
 (C) Harischandra (D) Prithviraj III
Q.120.  _____ is a set of edicts that formed a policy of the 

Maurya emperor Ashoka Maurya who succeeded to the 
Maurya throne in modern-day India around 2018 BC.

 (A) Dhamma  (B) Rules 
 (C) Dharma  (D) Karma
Q.121.  The last battle fought and won by King Ashoka was-
 (A) Battle of Panipat (B) Kalinga war 
 (C) Pannar war (D) Buzar war
Q.122.  Emperor Ashoka was the son of
 (A) Rajaraja  (B) Akbar
 (C) Bindusara (D) Vijayalaya
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India has signed Loan Agreement with the World Bank for USD 96 Million for Additional Financing 
for Uttarakhand Disaster Recovery Project.

Q.123.  The another reason for the decline of Mauryas was that 
the coup of __________ was a peoples’ revolt against 
Mauryan oppression and a rejection of the Mauryan 
adoption of foreign ideas, as for instance in Mauryan 
Art.

 (A) Vijayalaya (B) Pushyamitra 
 (C) Aryanism  (D) Mauryan
Q.124.  The converging point of trade routes was ______, which 

was connected with the Silk Route passing through 
Central Asia.

 (A) Taxila  (B) Buxar 
 (C) Bindusara (D) Vijayalaya
Q.125.  Malavikagnimitram refers to Sungas as brahmins 

belonging to ______ gotra.
 (A) Agastya (B) Atri (C) Kashyap (D) Bhrigu
Q.126.  Delhi first became the capital of a kingdom under the 

Rajputs.
 (A) Chahamanas (B) Chauhans  
 (C) Tomara Rajputs (D) Gupta Dynasty
Q.127.  The government of the Satavahana kingdom was 

organized on the traditional lines where the kingdom 
was divided into

 (A) Gupta Dynasty (B) Janapadas  
 (C) Amataya  (D) Gamika
Q.128.  Janapadas were sub-divided into
 (A) Gram  (B) Gamika
 (C) Pratishthana (D) AharasAnswer
Q.129.  For which of the following fertilizers, is sulphuric acid 

being used in large amounts?
 (A) Organic fertilizers (B) Phosphate fertilizers
 (C) Potassium fertilizers (D) Nitrogen fertilizers
Q.130.  Which agency of the Central Government is responsible 

for coordinating agriculture education and research in 
India ?

 (A) CIMFR (B) AICTE (C) ICAR (D) UGC
Q.131.  At which of the following places, is RBI’s printing press 

situated ?
 (A) Dewas  (B) Chennai 
 (C) Banaras  (D) Sriperumbudur
Q.132.  ________ in reference to international trade means the 

export by country or company of a product at a price that 
is lower in the foreign market than the price charged in 
the domestic market.

 (A) Shelving  (B) Dumping 
 (C) Propagating (D) Sounding
Q.133.  As on October, 2018, the investment limit of FDI in 

insurance sector is ____ %.
 (A) 38 (B) 45 (C) 49 (D) 51
Q.134.  MICR code in the banking stands for
 (A)  Magnetic ink colour recognition   

(B)  Magnetic ink commodity recognition
 (C)  Magnetic interpretation of colour recognition
 (D)  Magnetic ink character recognition

Q.135.  Which of the following is a nationalized bank in India ?
 (A) IDBI  (B) HDFC Bank 
 (C) Canara Bank (D) Axis Bank
Q.136.  Which of the following areas is famous for the marble 

mining in India ?
 (A) Neyveli  (B) Makrana 
 (C) Zawar  (D) Jadugoda
Q.137.  In which year was the Royal Commission of Agriculture 

set up to examine and report the status of India’s 
agricultural and rural economy and in which year did it 
submit the report?

 (A) 1926, 1928  (B) 1938, 1940 
 (C) 1942, 1944 (D) 1946, 1947
Q.138.  In which year was the National Commission on Farmers 

set up ?
 (A) 2001 (B) 2004 (C) 2006 (D) 2007
Q.139.  Identify the word that is spelt correctly.
 (A) Conscientiuos (B) Consientious 
 (C) Conscientious (D) Consceintious
Q.140.  Choose the correct meaning of the given idiom :
 “Once in a blue moon”
 (A)  Night time   
 (B)  An incident that happens extremely rarely
 (C)  An incident that happens very frequently 
 (D)  Moonless night
Q.141.  The closest meaning of the word “Claustrophobia” is
 (A) Fear of clouds (B) Fear of closed spaces
 (C) Fear of clowns (D) Fear of nothing
Q.142.  Complete the given sentence using the appropriate 

pronoun from the following options :
 This is the boy ______ scored the highest marks.
 (A) it (B) whose (C) which (D) who
Q.143.  From the given options, identify the synonym of the 

word
 ‘Consequences’.
 (A) Antecedents (B) Perceptions 
 (C) Results  (D) Applications
Q.144.  Which of the given words describe Yashpal’s state most 

appropriately?
 “I am feeling under the weather, today,” said Yashpal.
 (A) Brightness (B) ardness
 (C) Wellness  (D) Illness
Q.145.  Choose the option that cannot be made by using the 

letters of the given word:
 CHROMATOGRAPHY
 (A) CARROT (B) CHROME
 (C) GRAPH  (D) GRAM
Q.146. Which of the following is a wrong spelling?
 (A) Embarass  (B) Acknowledge 
 (C) Conscious (D) Definite
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DBS Bank has inaugurated its first branch in Ahmedabad.

Q.147.  Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate option as 
given :

 Giving money to the poor is a/an _____ act of service to 
the poor.

 (A) benevolent (B) bemused 
 (C) atrocious  (D) bad
Q.148.  Out of the following options, select the word which best 

substitutes the given sentence:
 “Official prohibition or order to stop something.”
 (A) Ban (B) Bane (C) Curse (D) Ruin
Q.149.  Three of the options are related in some way except 

one option. Select the odd one out from the following 
options.

 (A) Eulogy  (B) Panegyric 
 (C) Ignominy  (D) Glorification
Q.150.  Choose the option that is closest in meaning to the word 

‘Quagmire’.
 (A) Buffoon  (B) Atroit 
 (C) An admirer (D) A predicament
Q.151.  Among the following options, select the word that can 

best complete the given sentence :
 When I met Ram yesterday, it was the first time I _____ 

him since my graduation.
 (A) met  (B) had been meet 
 (C) have meet (D) have been seeing
Q.152.  Complete the analogy :
 Bamboozle : Hoodwink :: Recluse =
 (A) Upbeat (B) Whirl (C) Hermit (D) Plug
Q.153.  Identify the adjunct in the following sentence.Every 

Wednesday, the shop opens at nine o’clock.
 (A) Every Wednesday (B) the shop
 (C) opens  (D) at nine o’clock
Q.154.  Choose the correct option which gives the plural of the 

given word .
 ‘Handful’
 (A) Handfulls (B) Handfuls
 (C) Handful  (D) Handfill
Q.155.  Complete the Complete the sentence with appropriate 

phrase. To help you, the meaning of the is given in the 
brackets.

 Sharmila has a _______ approach to management. She 
gets things done veryefficiently, rather than following 
theory. (practical)

 (A) baneful    (B) rabid
 (C) speculative (D) pragmatic
Q.156.  Complete the given sentences using the correct form 

of the verb in the brackets. Choose present simple or 
present continuous tense.

 a.  What’s your skirt made from? It ______ like wool.
 b.  I won’t be coming to work today. I ______ very 

well. (feel)
 (A) feels, not feeling (B) feels, don’t feel 
 (C) is feeling, feeling (D) feeling, feel

Q.157.  Fill in the blanks with a, an or the.
 Madhav left in ____ hurry after eating _____ bowl of 

porridge, and ____ orange.
 (A) a, a, a (B) the, a, a (C) the, the, a (D) a, a, an
 Read the passage given below and answer question 

accordingly :
 She was suddenly roused by the sound of the door-

bell, and her spirits were a little fluttered by the idea 
of it being Colonel Fitzwilliam himself, who had once 
before called late in the evening, and might now come 
to inquire particularly after her. But this idea was soon 
banished, and her spirits were very differently affected, 
when, to her utter amazement, she saw Mr. Darcy walk 
into the room. In a hurried manner he immediately 
began an inquiry after her health, imputing his visit to a 
wish of hearing be repressed. You must allow me to tell 
you how ardently I admire and love you.”

 Elizabeth’s astonishment was beyond expression. 
She stared, coloured, doubted, andwas silent. This he 
considered sufficient encouragement, and the avowal of 
all that he felt, and had long felt for her, immediately 
followed. He spoke well, but there were feelings besides 
those of the heart to be detailed, and he was not more 
eloquent on the subject of tenderness than of pride. His 
sense of her inferiority – of its being a degradation – 
of the family obstacles which judgment had always 
opposed to inclination, were dwelt on with a warmth 
which seemed due to the consequence he was wounding, 
but was very unlikely to recommend his suit.

Q.158.  Which statement best expresses how the author uses 
emotions to describe the mes

 (A) Upon hearing Mr. Darcy, Elizabeth was roused and 
fluttered.

 (B) Elizabeth’s astonishment was beyond expression.
 (C) Mr. Darcy spoke well and could convey his true 

feelings.
 (D) None of the above
Q.159.  Fill in the blank by choosing the correct preposition 

from the following options :
 “Everything _____ this store is for sale.”
 (A) on (B) in (C) through (D) over
Q.160.  Identify the figure of speech used in the following 

sentence:
 “Even though many were called for the auditions, few 

were chosen.”
 (A) Metaphor (B) Simile (C) Hyperbole (D) Antithesis
Q.161.  Choose the correct option to complete the idiom which 

means to overcome a barrier, specially the ones related 
to gender or race:

 “To ___through the glass ceiling”
 (A) crack (B) break (C) beat (D) melt
Q.162.  The word “approach” can be used as
 (A) both noun and verb 
 (B) both noun and adjective
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IRDAI and National Health Authority (NHA) have formed joint working group on Ayushman Bharat.

 (C) both adjective and adverb 
 (D) noun, verb and adverb
Q.163.  Fill in the blank with the appropriate option.
 “The teacher complained _____ him when she met his 

mother in the market.”
 (A) in (B) against (C) on (D) by
Q.164.  Fill in the blanks with the correct tenses from the 

following options :
 “Galileo _____ that the Earth ____ around the Sun.”
 (A) discovers, moved (B) discovered, had moved
 (C) discovered, moves (D) discovers, has moved
Q.165.  Identify the grammatical error in the given sentence:
 “We went to the market yesterday to buy some fruits and 

furnitures.”
 (A) We went to (B) the market yesterday
 (C) to buy some (D) fruits and furnitures
Q.166.  Choose the correct option which gives the antonym of 

the given word.
 ‘Precarious’
 (A) Secure (B) Equivocal(C) Dubious (D) Dicey
Q.167.  Complete the analogy:
 Acrophobia : Fear of heights :: Anglophobia : ?
 (A) Fear of pain 
 (B) Fear of open spaces
 (C) Fear of English culture, people 
 (D) Fear of opin
Q.168.  Substitute the phrase in bold italics with the appropriate 

option :
 Usually, no one gives a job to someone who runs away 

from the law.
 (A) a fugitive  (B) a persistent
 (C) a juvenile  (D) None of the above
Q.169.  Fill in the blank and complete the idiom :
 They had successfully hidden the news of their venture 

from everyone. It
 was now time to let the _____ out of the bag.
 (A) dog (B) toy (C) cat (D) cards
Q.170.  Fill in the blanks using the options given below :
 If you wish to survive here, you must prove your _____.
 You ought ______ to touch the fire unless you want to 

get burned.
 (A) medal, knot (B) mettle, not 
 (C) meddle, nought (D) metal, note
Q.171.  Fill in the blank using the options given below :
 The activity that you are doing should _____ your 

interest.
 (A) peak (B) pique  (C) peek (D) peke
Q.172.  Complete the analogy :
 Dirty : Filthy :: Silly : ?
 (A) Mundane  (B) Frivolous 
 (C) Serious  (D) Discreet

Q.173.  Which part of sentence has an error ?
 “I found a purse lying in the corridor. I have no idea who 

it belonged to.”
 (A) a purse  (B) lying in
 (C) have no idea (D) who it belonged
Q.174.  Complete the sentence using the correct form of verb in 

the brackets :
 Presidential _____ (assent/ascent) is a must _____ (in/

on/for) the new legislation.
 (A) assent, in  (B) ascent, on 
 (C) assent, for (D) ascent, in
Q.175.  Choose the correct word from the given pairs to 

complete the sentence :
 ‘As the ATM ran out of ‘_______’ the manager ordered 

to get money from the ____ to refill the ATM.
 (A) cash, cash (B) cash, cache 
 (C) cache, cache (D) cache, cash
Q.176.  Choose the correct meaning of the given idiom :
 “Raining cats and dogs”
 (A) Very heavy rain (B) A strange event 
 (C) A false gossip (D) Something impossible
Q.177.  Which among the following phrase describes Someone 

who comes up with a counter argument contrary to what 
other people have been saying?

 (A) Midnight’s Children (B) Dark Sheep 
 (C) Devil’s Advocate (D) Satan’s Sword
Q.178.  Which among the following is the correct spelling 

according to the dictionary ?
 (A) Millenieuma (B) Milennieum 
 (C) Millennium (D) Milleniumm
Q.179.  Given below are parts of a single sentence.
 Each part is labelled as K, L, M, N. You need to 

arrange the given parts to form a coherent sentence by 
identifying the correct sequence.

 K: a reception which will be attended by
 L : from the film and sports fraternity
 M: a host of celebrities
 N : tonight the couple will host
 (A) NLMK (B) KLMN (C) NKLM (D) NKML
Q.180.  Identify the word that is spelt correctly.
 (A) Baleweather (B) Bellwether
 (C) Bellweather (D) Belwether
Q.181.  Choose the correct meaning of the given idiom :
 “To tie the knot”
 (A) Get married 
 (B) Playing with a coir rope 
 (C) Give a death penalty 
 (D) Commit suicide
Q.182.  Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the word given 

in the brackets :
 My guide ______ (tell) me if I wanted to meet these 

people, I would have to walk two miles.
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 (A) telling  (B) tell 
 (C) told  (D) has tell
Q.183.  Identify the word that is spelt correctly.
 (A) Bougeinvillea (B) Bougainvillea 
 (C) Bougainvillac (D) Bouganvillea
Q.184.  Identify the word from the following options that shall 

appear last in an ordinary English dictionary.
 (A) June (B) May  (C) July  (D) March
Q.185.  Given below are parts of a single sentence.
 Each part is labelled as K, L, M, N. You need to 

arrange the given parts to form a coherent sentence by 
identifying the correct sequence:

 K : lies in
 L : beholder
 M: beauty
 N: the eyes of the
 (A) MNLK (B) MKNL (C) KLMN (D) MKLM
Q.186. From the given options, identify the word that does not 

signify the meaning of the word,
 Traduce.
 (A) Revile (B) Vilify (C) Besmirch (D) Plaudit
Q.187.  Which of the given options best describes the meaning 

of the phrase
 “To stew in one’s own juice”?
 (A) To eat healthy food 
 (B) To suffer the results of one’s own actions
 (C) To eat unhealthy food 
 (D) To suffer the results of other’s actions
Q.188.  Choose the correct meaning of the given proverb:
 “To make hay while the Sun shines”
 (A) To make good use of an opportunity 
 (B) To put out the cut grass for drying up
 (C) To create a mayhem during daytime 
 (D) Be fearful of nights and darkness
Q.189.  buesa ls dkSu&lk 'kCn ^bPNk* 'kCn dk i;kZ;okph ugha gS] mls 

igpkfu, A 

 (A) fyIlk  (B) dkeuk  (C) oSHkoh  (D) Li`gk
Q.190. bu 'kCnksa esa ls rn~Hko 'kCn igpkfu, 

 (A) miokl (B) oèkw  (C) 'kr (D) vpjt

Q.191. buesa ls dkSu&lk 'kCn ‘vÜo’ 'kCn dk i;kZ;okph ugha gS] mls 
igpkfu,

 (A) lsaèk (B) ?kksVd  (C) rqjax (D) ?kksM+k
Q.192.  jfo] dk eu vkt i<+kbZ esa ugha yx jgk Fkk mls vkt pkV idksM+h 

[kkus dk eu Fkk] oks viuh ek¡ ds iklA x;k vkSj cksyk] ^^ek¡] 
rqe vkt cgqr lqUnj fn[k jgh gksßA 

 dkSu&lk eqgkojk jfo ds bl O;ogkj dks lcls c[kwch n'kkZrk gS\ 

 (A) eu eu Hkk;s eqaMh fgyk;s  

 (B) ukp uk tkus vk¡xu Vs<+k 

 (C) viuk mYyw lhèkk djuk  

 (D) uk ukS eu rsy gksxk u jkèkk ukpsxh 

Q.193. bu 'kCnksa esa ls rRle 'kCn igpkfu,

 (A) vKkuh  (B) vnjd  (C) fdokM+  (D) xk¡o

Q.194.  fn, x, 'kCnksa esa ls ‘vkfoHkkZo’ 'kCn dk foykse 'kCn igpkfu,% 

 (A) vukfoHkZo   (B) HkkxZo   

 (C) frjksHkko   (D) xzg.kh 

Q.195. fn, x, vusd 'kCnksa ds fy, ,d mi;qä 'kCn igpkfu, % 

 ^iPphl o"kZ iwjs djus ds miy{; esa gksus okyk mRlo* 

 (A) lqo.kZ t;arh  (B) ohj t;arh 

 (C) dkaL; t;arh  (D) jtr t;arh 

Q.196. fgUnh ds ,d iw.kZ okD; dks pkj Hkkxksa esa ck¡V fn;k x;k gS] 

vkidks pkjksa Hkkxksa dks pqu dj lgh Øe esa yxkuk gSA

 i-  ijUrq vfèkd laxfBr vkSj 'kfä'kkyh Hkh gS A 

 ii.  foÜokljko dks rFkkxr dh fo'kky lsuk dk vuqeku FkkA 

 iii-  ugh gksxk D;ksafd rFkkxr dh lsuk u dsoy la[;k esa vfèkd 

gSA 

 iv-  vkSj mlus fopkj cuk fy;k Fkk fd ;s lkèkkj.k

 (A) iv, ii, ii, i  (B) ii, iii, i, iv

 (C) ii, iv,i, iii  (D) ii, iv, iii, i

Q.197. fuEufyf[kr esa ls dkSu&lk 'kCn ^ijekFkZ* 'kCn dk foykse gS] mls 

igpkfu, % 

 (A) LokFkZ  (B) lk{kj  

 (C) ew[kZ  (D) buesa ls dksbZ ugha 

Q.198. buesa ls dkSu&lk 'kCn ^Tokyk* 'kCn dk i;kZ;okph ugha gS] mls 

igpkfu, % 

 (A) vkx  (B) vfXu  (C) dkuu (D) vuy

Q.199. uhps fn, x, eqgkojksa esa ls dkSu&lk eqgkojk] n'kkZ;s x, O;ogkj 

dk lcls lVhd o.kZu djrk gS\ 

 dqN yksxksa dh lksp rks lkèkkj.k gksrh gSA exj mudk eq¡g ges'kk 

pyrk jgrk gSA 

 (A) eu eu Hkk;s eqaMh fgyk, 

 (B) ukp uk tkus vk¡xu Vs<+k 

 (C) ftruh yEch pknj mrus yEcs iSj  

 (D) vèkty xxjh Nydr tk, 

Q.200. bu 'kCnksa esa ls rRle 'kCn igpkfu, 

 (A) oèkw (B) ?kj  (C) lwr (D) nwèk

Soumya Swaminathan, Deputy Director-General of the World Health Organisation has been named 
Chief Scientist of the WHO.
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Q.1.(A) Liberty, Equality and Fraternity were the three 
popular watchwords during the French revolution. 
The main aim of the French revolution was to end 
monarchy and to pave ways for the democratic 
government. Religious freedom and the abolition 
of taxes collected by the Church were some other 
important aim of the revolution. French Revolution 
started in 5th May 1789. 

Q.2.(A) Allan Octavian Hume was retired Civil Servant 
of British India. Indian National Congress was 
established in 1885 at Gokul Das Tejpal Sanskrit 
Pathshala.  Hume had outlined his idea for a body 
representing Indian interests in an open letter to 
graduates of the University of Calcutta. Its aim was 
to obtain a greater share in government for educated 
Indians, and to create a platform for civic and 
political dialogue between them and the British Raj.

Q.3.(B) Indian Universities Act 1904 was passed by Lord 
Curzon to reform Indian Education System. This 
Act aimed at  greater representation of affiliated 
colleges in the senates, and stricter monitoring of 
affiliated institutions by the universities. It also made 
recommendations for reform of school education, 
curricular reforms at Universities, recommendations 
on education and examinations, research, as well as 
student welfare and state scholarships.

Q.4.(A) The word swadeshi derives from Sanskrit and is a 
conjunction of two Sanskrit words. Swa means self 
or own and desh means country. So swadesh 
means own country. Swadeshi, thus, means made 
in our own country by our own people in economic 
sense. Swadeshi Movement was also a famous 
political movement during Freedom Struggle.

Q.5.(A) Boycott as a Political was used by Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak. Under Swadeshi Movement Use of Indian 
Products and Boycott of British made Goods were 
promoted to remove British Power in India by 
making it economically weaker. It was the most 
successful of the pre-Gandhian movement. Its chief 
architects were Aurobindo Ghosh, Lokmanya Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal and Lala Lajpat 
Rai, V. O. Chidambaram Pillai, Babu Genu.  

Q.6.(D)  Lal Bal Pal (Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, 
and Bipin Chandra Pal) were a triumvirate of 
assertive nationalists in British-ruled India in 
the early 20th century, from 1906 to 1918. They 
advocated the Swadeshi movement involving the 
boycott of all imported items and the use of Indian-
made goods in 1907 during the anti-Partition 
agitation in Bengal which began in 1905.they make a 
start for radical or extremist movement.

Q.7.(C) Bal Gangadhar Tilak(23 July 1856 – 1 August 1920) 
born as Keshav Gangadhar Tilak, was an Indian 
nationalist, teacher,, Author, politician, freedom 

fighter. He is known for his quote in Marathi: 
"Swarajya is my birthright and I shall have it!". He 
was conferred with Title of Lokmanya. 

Q.8.(C) The Indian Home Rule movement was a movement 
in British India on the lines of Irish Home Rule 
movement and other home rule movements. 
The movement lasted around two years between 
1916–1918 and is believed to have set the stage for 
the independence movement under the leadership 
of Annie Besant all over India whereas Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak participation was limited to the 
educated English speaking upper class Indians. In 
1921 All India Home Rule League changed its name 
to Swarajya Sabha.

Q.9.(D) The Lucknow Pact was an agreement that reached 
between the Indian National Congress and the Muslim 
League at the joint session of both the parties held 
in Lucknow in December 1916. Through the pact, 
the two parties agreed to allow overrepresentation to 
religious minorities in the provincial legislatures.

Q.10.(B) On December 30, 1906, Muslim league was formed 
under the leadership of Aga Khan, the Nawab of 
Dhaka and Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk. Muslim League 
supported Bengal Partition and opposed Working 
Indian National Congress. During Lucknow Session 
of Congress in 1916, Both Muslim League and 
Congress decided to work together against Britishers 
in India. 

Q.11.(D) Montague-Chelmsford reforms also know Government 
of India Act 1919 introduced Dyarchy in India. The 
Act provided a dual form of government  "diarchy" for 
the major provinces. In each such province, control of 
some areas of government, the "transferred list", were 
given to a Government of ministers answerable to 
the Provincial Council. The 'transferred list' included 
agriculture, supervision of local government, health, 
and education. The Provincial Councils were enlarged. 
At the same time, all other areas of government (the 
'reserved list') remained under the control of the 
Viceroy. The 'reserved list' included Defense (the 
military), foreign affairs, and communications.

Q.12.(C) The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, also known as the 
Amritsar massacre, took place on 13 April 1919 
when troops of the British Indian Army under the 
command of Colonel Reginald Dyer fired rifles 
into a crowd of Punjabis, who had gathered in 
Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar, Punjab. After This 
Incident Ravindra Nath Tagore returned his Title of 
Knight given by Britishers. Gandhiji also returned 
his Title of Kaisher-e-Hind given by Britishers. 

Q.13.(B) An Advocate must have professional Practice of 10 
Years for being Judge of High Court. As per article 
217, the chief Justice of the high court is appointed 

exPlAnAtion
AllAhAbAd high Court Aro (AssistAnt review offiCer) exAm PAPer 2019

United Bank of India has signed a bancassurance agreement with HDFC Life Insurance Company.
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by the President in consultation with the Chief justice 
of India as well as the Governor of respective State. 

Q.14.(A) Uttar Pradesh has a total of 80 Lok Sabha 
constituencies. Constituencies are divided according 
population of respective States. Base Year for 
Devolution of Lok Sabha Constituencies is 1971. 
Uttar Pradesh has large population so It has high 
number of Constituencies as compared to Other 
States. 

Q.15.(A) The Ministry of Mines, a branch of the Government 
of India, is the apex body for formulation and 
administration of the rules and regulations and laws 
relating to mines in India. The Ministry of Mines 
is responsible for survey and exploration of all 
minerals, (other than natural gas and petroleum) 
for mining and metallurgy of non-ferrous metals like 
aluminium, copper, zinc, lead, gold, nickel etc. and 
for administration of the Mines and Minerals. 

Q.16.(C) Ayushman Bharat Yojana or Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) or National Health Protection 
Scheme is a centrally sponsored scheme launched 
in 2018, under the Ayushman Bharat Mission of 
MoHFW(Ministry of Health and Family Welfare)
in India. The scheme aims at making interventions in 
primary, secondary and tertiary care systems, covering 
both preventive and promotive health, to address 
healthcare holistically. 

Q.17.(A) National Housing Bank, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Reserve Bank of India, was set up on 9 July 1988 
under the National Housing Bank Act, 1987. NHB is 
an apex financial institution for housing. Headquarter 
of NHB is situated in Delhi. RBI is the parent agency 
of NHB. 

Q.18.(C) Prema Gopalan is an Indian social activist. She has 
founded and has been Executive Director of Swayam 
Shikshan Prayog for over 20 years, supported 
poor rural women in building bridges with local 
government to facilitate democratic processes. Prema 
Gopalan was conferred with Social Entrepreneur for 
his work to promote women entrepreneurship. 

Q.19.(D) The Essential Commodities Act is an act of Parliament 
of India which was established to ensure the delivery of 
certain commodities or products, the supply of which 
if obstructed owing to hoarding or blackmarketing 
would affect the normal life of the people. This includes 
foodstuff, drugs, fuel etc. The Essential Commodities 
Act was passed in 1955. Government can take in or 
take out any commodity whenever such need arises.

Q.20.(B) Operation Flood was started by National Dairy 
Development Board (NDDB) in 1970s. 
The objective of this Programme was to create a 
nationwide milk grid. The result was that India 
became the largest producer of Milk and Milk 
Products. Operation flood is called White Revolution 
of India.

Q.21.(C) Mewar festival is observed to welcome the arrival 
of spring season with all zest and dedication in 
Udaipur, Rajasthan. The spirit of the festival can 
be seen throughout the state of Rajasthan, since 
Udaipur has been always the governing place of the 
Mewar rulers, you will find its exact flavor in the city 
of Udaipur. Mewar Festival of Udaipur is a major 
festival of Rajasthan and is famous all over India for 
its liveliness. 

Q.22.(A) Rumtek Monastery, also called the Dharmachakra 
Centre, is a gompa located in the Indian state of 
Sikkim near the capital Gangtok. Wangchuk Dorje, 
9th Karmapa was founder of Rumtek Monastery. It is 
headed by Karmapa Lama who is considered to be 
3rd High Chief of Tibetan Buddhism. 

Q.23.(B) The Jnanpith Award is an Indian literary award 
presented annually by the Bharatiya Jnanpith to an 
author for their "outstanding contribution towards 
literature". Amitav Ghosh was awarded Jnanpith 
Award. 

Q.24.(D) Panch Mahal is a palace in Fatehpur Sikri, Uttar 
Pradesh, India. The Panch Mahal meaning `wind 
catcher tower' was commissioned by Akbar. It is also 
called "THE DREAM OF STONES" 

Q.25.(B) Indian Institute of Technology (BHU) 
Varanasi is a public engineering institution located 
in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, India. Founded in 1919 
as the Banaras Engineering College, it became the 
Institute of Technology, Banaras Hindu University 
in 1968. It was designated an Indian Institute of 
Technology in 2012.

Q.26.(B) Banaras Hindu University , (BHU), formerly Central 
Hindu College, is a public central university located 
in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. It was established in 1916 
by Madan Mohan Malaviya. 

Q.27.(D) Indian Veterinary Research Institute is located at 
Izatnagar, Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh state. It is India's 
premier advanced research facility in the field of 
veterinary medicine and allied branches. Indian 
Veterinary Research Institute was founded in 1889.

Q.28.(A) Ustad Bismillah Khan, often referred to by the 
title Ustad, was an Indian musician credited with 
popularizing the shehnai. He was awarded Bharat 
Ratna in 2001.

Q.29.(B) Chaukhandi Stupa is an 
important Buddhist stupa in Sarnath. The 
Chaukhandi Stupa is thought originally to have 
been built as a terraced temple during the Gupta 
period between the 4th and 6th centuries to mark the 
site where Lord Buddha and his first disciples met 
traveling from Bodh Gaya to Sarnath. 

Q.30.(C) Govind Ballabh Pant University of Agriculture and 
Technology, also known as Pantnagar University, 
is the first agricultural university of India. It was 
inaugurated by Jawaharlal Nehru on 17 November 
1960. Govind Ballabh Pant University is situated in 
Udham Singh Nagar, Pantnagar, Uttarakhand.

Ausaf Sayeed has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to Saudi Arabia.
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Q.31.(D) Narora Atomic Power Station is a nuclear power 

plant located in Narora, Bulandshahar District in 
Uttar Pradesh, India. Narora Nuclear Power Plant 
is operated by Nuclear Power Corporation Of India 
Ltd. (NPCIL). 

Q.32.(B) Renukoot is a city and a nagar panchayat in 
Sonbhadra district in the Indian state of Uttar 
Pradesh. Renukoot is 68 km south from the district 
headquarters Robertsganj and 158 km from Varanasi. 
Renukoot is an industrial town. It is well known for 
the Hindalco aluminium plant and Rihand Dam. 

Q.33.(C) The Mathura Refinery, owned by Indian Oil 
Corporation, is the sixth refinery of IndianOil 
located in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh. The refinery 
processes low sulphur crude from Bombay High, 
imported low sulphur crude from Nigeria, and high 
sulphur crude from the Middle East.

Q.34.(B) About four hundred glass industries are 
registered in Firozabad, making different types 
of glass products. They use natural gas instead of coal. 
Half of the production of these units is exported.  it 
has become a major hub of manufacturing different 
Glass based items and has registered its global 
presence.

Q.35.(D) UP Stock Exchange is a Kanpur-based stock 
exchange. It occupied a prominent place among 
the Stock Exchanges in India. The Exchange was 
inaugurated on 27 August 1982 by the then Finance 
Minister Pranab Mukherjee. It played an important 
role in the development of the capital market of 
North India. 

Q.36.(B) The Indian Rebellion of 1857 is also called the 
Indian Mutiny, the Sepoy Mutiny, North India's First 
War of Independence or North India's first struggle 
for independence. It began on 10 May 1857 at 
Meerut, as a mutiny of sepoys of the British East 
India Company's army.

Q.37.(D) Haryana has very bad record of Sex Ratio with 
879 Females per 1000 Males, as per Census of 
2011. Child Sex Ratio of Haryana is not very much 
different. Child Sex Ratio of Haryana is 834 Girl 
Child per 1000 Boy Child, as per census of 2011.

Q.38.(C) The decennial Census of India has been conducted 
15 times, As of 2011. While it has been conducted 
every 10 years, beginning in 1872, the first complete 
census was taken in the year 1881. Post 1949, it 
has been conducted by the Registrar General and 
Census Commissioner of India under the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, Government of India. All the 
census since 1951 are conducted under 1948 Census 
of India Act. The last census was held in 2011 and 
next census will be held in 2021.

Q.39.(A) Density of Population. As per 2011 census, the 
density of population in Kerala is 860 persons/
sq.km. It is much higher than the all India level 
of 382. Thiruvananthapuram is the most densely 
populated district (1508), while Idukki is the least 

densely populated district (255).
Q.40.(B) The branch of ecology that deals with the biological 

relationship between an individual organism 
or an individual species and its environment. 
Autecology is an approach in ecology that seeks to 
explain the distribution and abundance of species by 
studying interactions of individual organisms with 
their environments.

Q.41.(C) The Sun is the major source of energy for organisms and 
the ecosystems of which they are a part. Producers such 
as plants, algae, and cyanobacteria use the energy from 
sunlight to make organic matter from carbon dioxide 
and water. This establishes the beginning of energy flow 
through almost all food webs.

Q.42.(A) The troposphere is the lowest layer of Earth's 
atmosphere, and is also where nearly all weather 
conditions take place. It contains approximately 75% 
of the atmosphere's mass and 99% of the total mass 
of water vapor and aerosols. 

Q.43.(A) Allopatric speciation, also referred to as geographic 
speciation, vicariant speciation, or its earlier name, 
the dumbbell model, is a mode of speciation that 
occurs when biological populations of the same 
species become isolated from each other to an extent 
that prevents or interferes with gene flow. 

Q.44.(B) Biotic potential is described by the unrestricted growth 
of populations resulting in the maximum growth of that 
population. Biotic potential is the highest possible vital 
index of a species; therefore, when the species has its 
highest birthrate and lowest mortality rate.

Q.45.(D) A carnivore, meaning "meat eater", is an organism 
that derives its energy and nutrient requirements from 
a diet consisting mainly or exclusively of animal 
tissue, whether through predation or scavenging. 
Dolphin is a carnivore Animal. 

Q.46.(B) Urbanization refers to the population shift from 
rural areas to urban areas, the gradual increase in the 
proportion of people living in urban areas, and the 
ways in which each society adapts to this change. 
Cultivation is not cause of Urbanization because 
Cultivation is mostly done in rural areas.

Q.47.(D) Urbanization refers to the population shift from 
rural areas to urban areas, the gradual increase 
in the proportion of people living in urban areas, 
and the ways in which each society adapts to this 
change. Crime is due to Human Factor so It is not a 
environmental impact of Urbanization.

Q.48.(C) A cosmopolitan city is a large city with a diverse culture. 
This term is typically applied to a metropolis with 
a large number of different ethnic neighborhoods. 
Cosmopolitan cities may have a strong unifying city 
culture that coexists with super cultures, subcultures 
and a wide variety of traditional cultures.

Q.49.(A) The Palk Strait is a strait between the Tamil Nadu 
state of India and the Mannar district of the Northern 
Province of the island nation of Sri Lanka. It connects 

According to National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), it had issued over 64 million RuPay 
global cards since 2014.
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the Bay of Bengal in the northeast with Palk Bay in 
the southwest. The strait is 53 to 82 kilometres wide.

Q.50.(B) The Port of Busan is the largest port in South Korea, 
located in the city of Busan, South Korea. The Port 
of Busan was established in 1876 as a small port with 
strict trading between Korea, China and Japan. It is 
situated at the mouth of the Nakdong River facing the 
Tsushima Island of Japan.

Q.51.(D) Brazil is situated in South America so Tropic of 
Cancer does not pass through Brazil. Tropic of 
Capricorn pass through Brazil.

Q.52.(D) The four main islands of Japan are: Hokkaido. Honshu, 
the largest island, on which the capital, Tokyo, is 
located. Shikoku. Kyushu. Sin Cowe is not one of 
four islands of Japan.

Q.53.(C) The Falkland Islands consist of two main islands and 
several hundred smaller islands in the south Atlantic 
Ocean, off the east coast of southern South America. 
They are a United Kingdom Overseas Territory, but 
nearby Argentina claims jurisdiction under the name 
Islas Malvinas.

Q.54.(D) Narmada falls into Arabian Sea.
Q.55.(A) Guru Shikhar, a peak in the Arbuda Mountains of 

Rajasthan, is the highest point of the Aravalli Range. 
It rises to an elevation of 1,722 metres. It is 15 km 
from Mount Abu and a road from there leads almost 
to the top of the mountain.

Q.56.(C) Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip garden, previously 
Model Floriculture Center, is a tulip garden in 
Srinagar, India. It is the largest tulip garden in Asia 
spread over an area of about 30 hectares. It is situated 
on the foothills of Zabarwan Range with an overview 
of Dal Lake.

Q.57.(B) Girnar, also known as Girinagar or RevatakParvata, 
is a group of mountains in the Junagadh District 
of Gujarat, India. The Girnar mountain ranges are 
considered to be sacred. It is an important pilgrimage 
site for both Jains and Hindus, who gather here 
during the Girnar Parikrama festival.

Q.58.(C) Bauxite Used for Aluminum Production. Bauxite 
is the principal ore of aluminum. The first step in 
producing aluminum is to crush the bauxite and 
purify it using the Bayer Process. In the Bayer 
Process, the bauxite is washed in a hot solution 
of sodium hydroxide, which leaches aluminum from 
the bauxite.

Q.59.(D) Farakka Water Treaty Treaty Between the government 
of the Republic of India and the government of the 
People's Republic of Bangladesh on Sharing of the 
Ganga/Ganges Waters

Q.60.(D) Rampura Agucha has no nuclear power plant. Other 
Three places have nuclear power plants.

Q.61.(C) High speed, accuracy large storage capacity, high 
reliability and versatility are some of the important 
features of computers. Speed: It has a very speed 

of executing instruction. Economy is not feature of 
Computer.

Q.62.(C) There are two main types of software: systems 
software and application software. Systems 
software includes the programs that are dedicated to 
managing the computer itself, such as the operating 
system, file management utilities, and disk operating 
system (or DOS).

Q.63.(C) The instruction cycle is the cycle which the 
central processing unit follows from boot-up until 
the computer has shut down in order to process 
instructions. It is composed of three main stages: the 
fetch stage, the decode stage, and the execute stage.

Q.64.(A) A system bus is a single computer bus that connects 
the major components of a computer system, 
combining the functions of a data bus to carry 
information, an address bus to determine where it 
should be sent, and a control bus to determine its 
operation.

Q.65.(A) A computer is a machine that can be programmed to 
accept data (input), process it into useful information 
(output), and store it away (in a secondary 
storage device) for safekeeping or later reuse. 
The processing of input to output is directed by the 
software but performed by the hardware.

Q.66.(B) Many computers have more than one processor 
(CPU). These are sometimes referred to as multi-
core systems. The workload of running all of the 
programs on your computer is shared between the 
processors. The more processors you have, the more 
the work can be shared out.

Q.67.(A) In mathematics and computer science, an algorithm 
is an unambiguous specification of how to solve 
a class of problems. Algorithms can perform 
calculation, data processing, automated reasoning, 
and other tasks.

Q.68.(A) An arithmetic logic unit is a combinational digital 
electronic circuit that performs arithmetic and 
bitwise operations on integer binary numbers. This 
is in contrast to a floating-point unit, which operates 
on floating point numbers.

Q.69.(B) Fifth Generation: Artificial Intelligence (Present and 
Beyond) Fifth generation computing 
devices, based on artificial intelligence, are still in 
development, though there are some applications, 
such as voice recognition, that are being used today.

Q.70.(D) A modem is a device or program that enables 
a computer to transmit data over, for example, 
telephone or cable lines. Computer information is 
stored digitally, whereas information transmitted 
over telephone lines is transmitted in the form of 
analog waves. A modem converts between these two 
forms.

Q.71.(A) In mathematics and digital electronics, a binary 
number is a number expressed in the base-2 numeral 
system or binary numeral system, which uses only 

According to Knight Frank’s Prime International Residential Index, Mumbai has been ranked 16th in 
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two symbols: typically "0" and "1". The base-2 
numeral system is a positional notation with a radix 
of 2. Each digit is referred to as a bit.

Q.72.(A) In computing and electronic systems, binary-coded 
decimal is a class of binary encodings of decimal 
numbers where each decimal digit is represented by 
a fixed number of bits, usually four or eight. Special 
bit patterns are sometimes used for a sign or for other 
indications.

Q.73.(B) Auxiliary memory, also known as auxiliary 
storage, secondary storage, secondary memory or 
external memory, is a non-volatile memory (does not 
lose stored data when the device is powered down) 
that is not directly accessible by the CPU, because it 
is not accessed via the input/output channels (it is an 
external device).

Q.74.(D) They are called "flash drive" because they 
use flash memory to store files. Flash memory is a 
type of computer chip. Other common names for 
a flash drive include pendrive, thumb drive or simply 
USB. USB flash drives have some advantages over 
other portable storage devices.

Q.75.(A) Write once read many (WORM) describes a 
data storage device in which information, once 
written, cannot be modified. This write protection 
affords the assurance that the data cannot be tampered 
withonce it is written to the device.

Q.76.(B) computer science, a syntax error is an error in 
the syntax of a sequence of characters or tokens that 
is intended to be written in a particular programming 
language. For compiled languages, syntaxerrors are 
detected at compile-time. A program will not compile 
until all syntax errors are corrected. 

Q.77.(D) Convert the number 0.812510 to binary: Multiply 
0.812510 by 2: 0.8125 x 2 = 1.62510. The integer 
part of 1.62510 is 1; the MSB (the bit just to the 
right of the radix or binary point, which represents 
the 2-1 term) is 1. Discard the 1 from 1.62510 and 
multiply 0.62510 by 2: 0.625 x 2 = 1.2510.

Q.78.(C) 
Q.79.(C) The domain name com is a top-level domain in the 

Domain Name System of the Internet. Its name is 
derived from the word commercial, indicating its 
original intended purpose for domains registered by 
commercial organizations. Later, the domain opened 
for general purposes

Q.80.(C) View menu uses are related to document views 
such as full screen, web layout, print layout, zoom, 
windows arrangement, and macros. Document view: 
– Document view menu features are used to view 
the documents in various styles. The printout is by 
default view to see document while you're writing 
the text.

Q.81.(B) The Kyoto Protocol is an international treaty which 
extends the 1992 United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change that commits state 
parties to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Q.82.(D) Stan Lee was an American comic book writer, editor, 
publisher, and producer. He rose through the ranks 
of a family-run business to become Marvel Comics' 
primary creative leader for two decades. He recently 
passed away at age of 96.

Q.83.(A) Turkey's ambitious and long-serving leader, Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, on Monday inaugurated what 
supporters have touted as the world's largest airport, 
a sprawling complex of terminals and runways 
spread out across a set of former coal mines on a plot 
of land larger than New York's Manhattan Island.

Q.84.(C) The 12th ASEAN Defense Ministers 
Meeting (ADMM) and 5th ADMM-Plus 
was held on October 19 and 20, 2018 Singapore.

Q.85.(B) Turkey is one of the EU's main partners in the 
Middle East and both are members of the European 
Union–Turkey Customs Union. ... Turkey has been 
an applicant to accede to the EU since 1987, but 
since 2016 accession negotiations have stalled.

Q.86.(D) The Nepal government has decided to ban Indian 
currency above 100 Rs. the government has asked 
Nepal citizens to refrain from keeping new Indian 
note of Rs 2,000, Rs 500 and Rs 200 denominations. 
The government has asked the people to refrain from 
keeping or carrying Indian bank.

Q.87.(D) Ashok Gehlot is an Indian politician, currently serving 
his third term as Chief Minister of Rajasthan since 
December 2018. He was Congress Party's national 
general secretary and in-charge of organizations and 
training from March 2018 to 23 January 2019.

Q.88.(B) A stylish batsman who could score against any kind 
of bowling, VVS Laxman played over a hundred 
Tests to aggregate more than 8,000 runs. Cricket fans 
still remember with awe his game-changing knock of 
281 against Australia in 2001 at Eden Gardens.

Q.89.(A) Arvind Saxena is an Indian civil servant and is 
the current chairman of the Union Public Service 
Commission. A 1978-batch officer, he served in the 
Indian Postal Service for 10 years, before joining the 
Research and Analysis Wing in 1988, and the UPSC 
in 2015

Q.90.(C) Chungneijang Mary Kom Hmangte (born 1 March 
1983), better known as Mary Kom is an Indian 
Olympic boxer from Manipur. She is the only 
woman to become World Amateur Boxing champion 
for a record six times, and the only woman boxer 
to have won a medal in each one of the seven world 
championships.

Q.91.(A) Donbass' directed by Sergei Loznitsa has won 
the coveted Golden Peacock Award at the 49th 
International Film Festival of India (IFFI).

Q.92.(A) 112 is the common emergency telephone number 
that can be dialed free of charge from most 
mobile telephones and, in some countries, fixed 
telephones in order to reach emergency services 
(ambulance, fire and rescue, police).

Biju Patnaik International Airport (BPIA) has won the prestigious Airport Service Quality (ASQ) 
award for being the best airport in size and region for the year 2018.
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Q.93.(B)  Q.94.(A) Q.95.(C)  Q.96.(A)

Q.97.(D) Q.98.(D) Q.99.(C)  Q.100.(D)

Q.101.(C)  Q.102.(A) Q.103.(D) Q.104.(A)

Q.105.(A) Hemoglobin is the protein inside red blood cells 
that carries oxygen. Red blood cells also remove 
carbon dioxide from your body, transporting it to 
the lungs for you to exhale. Red blood cells are made 
inside your bones, in the bone marrow.

Q.106.(C) SI unit for kinetic energy is Joules . Kinetic energy is 
directly proportional to the mass of the object and to 
the square of its velocity.

Q.107.(B) A barometer is a scientific instrument used to measure 
air pressure. Pressure tendency can forecast short 
term changes in the weather. Many measurements of 
air pressure are used within surface weather analysis 
to help find surface troughs, high pressure systems 
and frontal boundaries.

Q.108.(A) A nucleic acid is a long molecule made up of smaller 
molecules called nucleotides. Nucleic acids were 
discovered in 1868, when twenty-four-year-old 
Swiss physician Friedrich Miescher isolated a new 
compound from the nuclei of white blood cells.

Q.109.(B) A food chain is a linear network of links in a food 
web starting from producer organisms and ending at 
apex predator species, detritivores, or decomposer 
species. A food chain also shows how the organisms 
are related with each other by the food they eat. Each 
level of a food chain represents a different trophic 
level. 

Q.110.(A) In biology, an organism is any individual entity that 
exhibits the properties of life. It is a synonym for "life 
form". Organisms are classified by taxonomy into 
specified groups such as the multicellular animals, 
plants, and fungi; or unicellular microorganisms such 
as a protists, bacteria, and archaea.

Q.111.(D) Coal is renewable energy because It takes a lot of 
time say 300-400 Years to renew existing reserves of 
coals. Once Reserves of Coal are exhausted, It will 
take lot of time to renew them.

Q.112.(D) A lithosphere is the rigid, outermost shell of a 
terrestrial-type planet, or natural satellite, that is 
defined by its rigid mechanical properties. On Earth, 
it is composed of the crust and the portion of the 
upper mantle that behaves elastically on time scales 
of thousands of years or greater.

Q.113.(A) Geochronology is the science of determining 
the age of rocks, fossils, and sediments using 
signatures inherent in the rocks themselves. Absolute 
geochronology can be accomplished through 
radioactive isotopes, whereas relative geochronology 
is provided by tools such as palaeomagnetism and 
stable isotope ratios.

Q.114.(A) The Mycobacterium tuberculosis bacterium 
causes TB. It is spread through the air when a person 

with TB (whose lungs are affected) c o u g h s , 
sneezes, spits, laughs, or talks. TB is contagious, but 
it is not easy to catch.

Q.115.(A) The 106th edition of Science Congress with 
its theme of FUTURE INDIA – Science and 
Technology would help showcase what is being 
done, what can be done and what would define the 
future of Science and Technology in India. World’s 
largest science meet ‘Indian Science Congress (ISC)-
2019’is going to be held from 3rd to 7th January 
2019, in Jalandhar, Punjab. 

Q.116.(C) The Indian Space Research Organisation is the 
space agency of the Government of India. ISRO 
subsequently developed two other rockets: the Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) for launching 
satellites. Headquarter of ISRO is in Bengaluru. 

Q.117.(C) the fear of the Phallus worship was replaced in the 
Yajur veda by its recognition as an official ritual. 
Siva also gained increased importance in the later 
Vedas. The Aryans anthropomorphized most of the 
forces of nature and prayed to them as Indra, Varuna, 
Agni, Mitra, Rudra, Soma, Surya, and Asvins.

Q.118.(A) The decline of the Maurya Dynasty was rather 
rapidafter the death of Ashoka/Asoka. One obvious 
reason for it was the succession of weak kings. 
Mauryan Empire began to decline after the death 
ofAshoka in 232 BC. The last king was Brihadratha 
was assassinated by his general Pushyamitra Shunga 
who was a Brahmin.

Q.119.(D) Prithviraja III, popularly known as Prithviraj 
Chauhan or Rai Pithora in the folk legends, was an 
Indian king from the Chahamana dynasty. He ruled 
Sapadalaksha, the traditional Chahamana territory, 
in present-day north-western India. He defeated 
Mohammad Ghori in First Battle of Tarain in 1191. 

Q.120.(A) Dhamma is a set of edicts that formed a policy of the 
Mauryan emperor Ashoka Maurya, who succeeded 
to the Mauryan throne in modern-day India around 
269 B.C. Many historians consider him one of the 
greatest kings of ancient India for his policies of 
public welfare.

Q.121.(B) The Kalinga War was fought in what is now India 
between the Maurya Empire under Ashoka and the 
state of Kalinga, an independent feudal kingdom 
located on the east coast, in the present-day state of 
Odisha and north of Andhra Pradesh. The Kalinga 
War included one of the largest and bloodiest battles 
in Indian history.

Q.122.(C) Ashoka sometimes Ashoka the Great, 
was an Indian emperor of the Maurya 
Dynasty, who ruled. Ashoka was born 
to the Mauryan emperor, Bindusara and 
Subhadrangī (or Dharmā). He was According 
to the Divyavadana, Bindusara wanted his 
elder son Susima to succeed him.

London Mayor Sadiq Khan has been named the 'Politician of the Year' of UK for his ongoing 
contribution to the political life.
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Q.123.(B) Pushyamitra Shunga was the founder and first ruler 

of the Shunga Empire in East India. Pushyamitra 
was originally a Senapati "General" of the Maurya 
Empire. In 185 BCE he assassinated the last 
Mauryan Emperor, Brihadratha Maurya, during an 
army review, and proclaimed himself emperor.

Q.124.(A) Taxila is an important archaeological site of the 
ancient Indian subcontinent, located in the city 
of Taxila in Punjab, Pakistan. It lies about 32 km (20 
mi) north-west of Islamabad and Rawalpindi, just 
off the famous Grand Trunk Road.The City became 
well known for its Trade links- including Silk.

Q.125.(A) The Mālavikāgnimitram is a Sanskrit play by 
Kālidāsa. It is his first play. The play tells the story 
of the love of Agnimitra, the Shunga Emperor at 
Vidisha, for the beautiful lun-maiden of his chief 
queen. He falls in love with the picture of an exiled 
servant girl named Mālavikā.

Q.126.(C) Delhi first became the capital of a kingdom under the 
Tomara Rajputs, who were defeated in the middle of 
the twelfth century by the Chauhans .

Q.127.(B) The Satvahan Kingdom was divided into the 
Janpadas and subdivided into Aharas. The ruler of 
each Ahara was an Amatya. Ahara was divided into 
Grama which was under Village Headman Gramika. 

Q.128.(D) The Satvahan  Kingdom was divided into the 
Janpadas and subdivided into Aharas. The ruler of 
each Ahara was an Amatya. Ahara was divided into 
Grama which was under Village Headman called 
Gramika.

Q.129.(B) Phosphate Fertilizers or Artificial phosphate 
fertilizer and manure or compost are used 
together to revitalize severely depleted 
soil. Phosphate fertilizers fall into one of four basic 
categories: rock phosphates, superphosphates, 
ammonium phosphates or polyphosphates.

Q.130.(C) The Indian Council of Agricultural Research is an 
autonomous body responsible for co-ordinating 
agricultural education and research in India. It 
reports to the Department of Agricultural Research 
and Education, Ministry of Agriculture. The Union 
Minister of Agriculture serves as its president.

Q.131.(A) Indian currency notes are printed at Currency Note 
Press Nasik ( Maharashtra), Bank Notes Press 
at Dewas (Madhya Pradesh ) and Bhartiya 
Reserve Bank Notes Mudran at Mysuru( Karnataka). 
Rs 2000/= and Rs 500/= notes were printed at RBI 
Press Mysuru. 

Q.132.(B) Dumping, in economics, is a kind of injuring pricing, 
especially in the context of international trade. It 
occurs when manufacturers export a product to 
another country at a price below the normal price 
with an injuring effect.

Q.133.(C) The Government of India has amended FDI policy 
to increase FDI inflow. In 2014, the government 
increased foreign investment upper limit from 26% 
to 49% in insurance sector. It also launched Make in 
India initiative in September 2014 under which FDI 
policy for 25 sectors was liberalised further.

Q.134.(D) MICR CODE. MICR (Magnetic Ink Character 
Recognition), as name suggest it is a character 
recognition technology which helps in faster 
processing of cheques. Every bank branch is given a 
unique MICR code and this helps the RBI to identify 
the bank branch and speed up the cheque clearing 
process.

Q.135.(C) Canara Bank is one of the largest public sector 
banks owned by the Government of India. It is 
headquartered in Bengaluru. It was established at 
Mangalore in 1906 by Ammembal Subba Rao Pai. It 
is one of the oldest public sector banks in the country. 
The government nationalized the bank in 1969. 

Q.136.(B) Makrana marble is a type of white marble of high 
quality, popular for use in sculpture and building 
decor. It is mined in the town of Makrana in 
Rajasthan, India, and was used in the construction of 
several iconic monuments such as the Taj Mahal in 
Agra and the Victoria Memorial in Kolkata.

Q.137.(A) Royal Commission on Agriculture was set up 
two times in 1926 and 1928 to study condition of 
agriculture and effects of droughts on Agriculture. 

Q.138.(B) The National Commission on Farmers is an Indian 
commission constituted on November 18, 2004 under 
the chairmanship of Professor M.S. Swaminathan 
to address the nationwide calamity of farmers 
suicides in India. The Terms of Reference reflected 
the priorities listed in the Common Minimum 
Programme.

Q.139.(C) Q.140.(B) Q.141.(B) Q.142.(D)

Q.143.(C) Q.144.(D) Q.145.(B) Q.146.(A)

Q.147.(A) Q.148.(A) Q.149.(C) Q.150.(D)

Q.151.(B) Q.152.(C) Q.153.(A) Q.154.(B)

Q.155.(D) Q.156.(B) Q.157.(D) Q.158.(B)

Q.159.(B) Q.160.(D) Q.161.(B) Q.162.(A)

Q.163.(B) Q.164.(C) Q.165.(D) Q.166.(A)

Q.167.(C) Q.168.(A) Q.169.(C) Q.170.(B)

Q.171.(C) Q.172.(B) Q.173.(D) Q.174.(C)

Q.175.(B) Q.176.(A) Q.177.(C) Q.178.(C)

Q.179.(D) Q.180.(B) Q.181.(A) Q.182.(C)

Q.183.(B) Q.184.(B) Q.185.(B) Q.186.(D)

Q.187.(B) Q.188.(A) Q.189.(C) Q.190.(D)

Q.191.(A) Q.192.(C) Q.193.(A) Q.194.(C)

Q.195.(D) Q.196.(D) Q.197.(A) Q.198.(C)

Q.199.(D) Q.200.(A)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the new civil enclave at Hindon airport.
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