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Dear Aspirants,
We feel sheer delight in publishing "June 2019" edition of "Master In Current Affairs" a magazine which is an extensive 
source of authentic information and significant knowledge. 
The scope of this edition includes highly admired sections NEWS MAKER, NEWS DIARY, ONE LINER WORLD OF 
ENGLISH which are undeviatingly related to the examinations. Chalte-Chalte is one of the most steering elements of this 
which is mentioned at the bottom of every page.
This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this month 
which may play a vital role in forthcoming examination. The important 5 topics covered in this edition are :
One among them is “Jallianwala Bagh massacre centenary”- the100 years of the horrific Jallianwala Bagh massacre, 
that took place at Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar during the Baisakhi festival on April 13, 1919 India pays tributes to all 
those martyred and its details are given inside MICA.
Then there is another topic “Jet Airways Nosedive” Jet Airways, once India’s biggest airline, has been grounded, leaving 
the lives of nearly 20,000 employees and lakhs of customers in disarray. Employees haven’t been paid since December-
January. Naresh Goyal, the man responsible for the airline’s stupendous success, is also responsible for its massive failure. 
And all the reasons and repercussions are given inside.
And the new topic is “MISSION SHAKTI”- The intent of DRDO's "Mission Shakti" is to defend India’s space 
assets as India has shot down a low-earth orbit satellite in space, propelling itself into an elite club of nations, 
which has mastered this anti-satellite (ASAT) missile technology and its mission is given inside the June 
edition of this Magazine.
While the mention of  “The Pentagon Papers saga”- The U.S. Secretary of Defence Robert McNamara, 
commissioned a study on the decisions that led America into the Vietnam War, which came to be known as 
the Pentagon Papers, and further details given inside this edition.
And this edition features a very new topic which is “DISCOVERING : Blackhole”- Black holes 
are incredibly massive, but cover only a small region. Because of the relationship between mass 
and gravity, the term "black hole" was coined in 1967 by American astronomer John Wheeler, 
and the first one was discovered in 1971 and its relevant details are given inside.
In this edition we are providing the “Model paper of SBI PO PRE -2019” for your self-
assessment. And a Previous Paper of CHSL Pre 2018. There is a separate section named Quiz 
Time for your self-evaluation, which includes all the possible MCQ's from this month's 
current affairs. This will be highly beneficial for all the upcoming examinations.
In order to serve you better we will diligently serving you our level best with various 
new topics and news that is important from examination point of view.
Best of Luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly valuable and welcomed.

 
 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
The mind moves in the direction of our 

currently dominant thoughts.
"So Think Positive"



5

INTERVIEWRAhul

JUNE 2019  MICAFormer President of Peru, Alan Garcia has passed away. He was 69.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Singaravel.S

Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Jayamalathi. S

Hobbies  : Watching Movies. Listening to Music

Prior Selection  :  IBPS PO/IBPS Clerk

Name of the Exam : Bank of India PO, Canara Bank

Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 1680086093

Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : CNI0431875778

Rahul Raja. S

MICA : Mahendra's family expresses 
its heartfelt congratulations 
on your success.

Rahul : Thank You so much.
MICA : To whom do you want 

to give the credit of your 
selection?

Rahul : I want to give the credit of 
my selection, first to my 
family, then my friends & 
Mahendras Institute.

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in this 
examination?

Rahul : After 6 Attempts, I cleared 
IBPS PO & IBPS clerk exams.

MICA : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in your 
selection?

Rahul : Mahendra Institute helped 
me a lot & my preparations 
& faculties here were 
friendly & supportive.

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
examination?

Rahul : 

English Language
I attended the classes for basic 

concepts, then I used to take English 
quizzes regularly. I spent nearly an 

hour daily.

Reasoning Ability 
I used to prepare a lot through regular 
quizzes & test everyday & whenever 
I had doubts my faculties helped me. 

Numerical Ability
I learned basic concepts in my 

institute & I practiced a lot daily & 
my institute helped a lot as well.

General Awareness

I used to study daily current affairs 
from 2-3 websites & the banking 

awareness was taught in my institute.
MICA : What would you say about 

“Master in Current Affairs” 
Magazine (MICA) and 
Mahendra Guru Website?

Rahul : MICA, a Mahendra’s 
monthly current affairs 
magazine and DBAT from 
Mahendra Guru are the 
main source of preparation 
for me.

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Rahul : The best thing is the 
atmosphere. It provides 
study rooms & labs which 
helped me a lot & the 
faculties are very caring.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Rahul : Time management is the 
main key to one’s success 
that too in banking you 
should plan everything for 
time management.

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
Interview?

Rahul :  I prepared for interview 
in my coaching institute. 
I attended mock interview 
classes in Mahendras

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

Rahul : The Interview panel was 
of five members, 4 male 
members & 1 female member.

The questions asked were:
I.  What is stale cheque?
II.  What is certification of deposits?
III.  Why do prefer IBPS PO?
IV.  What are the schemes from govt. 

related to housing?
MICA : By whom did you get 

information of your 
selection and what was your 
reaction?

Rahul : I got the information that 
result was released from my 
friend.  I checked the result 
and I was selected and that 
was the happiest moment of 
my life.

MICA : What message do you want 
to convey to other aspirants?

Rahul : Prepare, Practice a lot, and 
don’t lose hope and confidence. 
Work hard, Success will 
definitely come to you.

MICA : Congratulations once again 
on your success. Your 
success is our success 

Rahul : Thank You
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CURRENT AFFAIRS One liner

MICA  JUNE 2019

ONE liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Who has been appointed as the Chairman of Life 
Insurance Corporation of India (LIC)?   
 - M R Kumar 

 # _____ appointed as a judge on the DC Circuit Court of 
Appeals which is one of the most powerful benches in 
the US? - Neomi Rao 

 # Santosh Jha has been appointed as the next Ambassador 
of India to ___. - Uzbekistan 

 # Which veteran Hindi Newsreader has passed away 
recently? - Vinod Kashyap 

 # Who has been appointed as the coach of Spanish 
football club Real Madrid till 2022?   
 - Zinedine Zidane 

 # Who has been sworn-in as the first Chairman of the 
newly-constituted Lokayukta in Mizoram?  
 - C Lalsawta 

 # Cyclist Kelly Catlin, a three-time world champion, has 
passed away recently. She was from which country? 
 - USA 

 # Who has been appointed as Member of University Grants 
Commission (UGC)? - Nagesh Thakur 

 # Kishan Dan Dewal has been appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to _____.    
 - Armenia 

 # Mohammad Shtayyeh has been named as Prime 
Minister of _____. - Palestine 

 # Which former congress MP passed away recently? 
 - Sunderlal Tiwari 

 # Who has become the first woman to complete the 
women's 50km race walk event in less than four 
hours? - Liu H 

 # Which Communist Party of India (Marxist) leader and 
former Kerala minister died recently?   
 - V J Thankappan 

 # Who has been appointed as the next High Commissioner 
of India to Tanzania? - Sanjiv Kohli 

NASA astronaut Christina Koch is going to have her mission on the International Space Station (ISS) 
extended to 328 days, which would set a record for the longest single spaceflight by a woman.

AWARDS
 # Who has been awarded with the ‘Yashwantrao Chavan 

National Award 2018’ for his contribution to economic 
development? - Raghuram Rajan 

 # How many prominent personalities were conferred the 
Padma awards by President Ram Nath Kovind?  
 - Forty-seven 

 # Who has been honoured as the world's oldest living 
person by Guinness World Records?   
 - Kane Tanaka 

 # The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India has won 
_ in the category of TV Cinema Spot at the prestigious 
International Golden City Gate Tourism Awards 2019. 
 - First Prize

 # Who became the first recipient of the 'Bhagwan Mahavir 
Ahimsa Puraskar' instituted by the Akhil Bharatiya 
Digambar Jain Mahasamiti? - Abhinandan Varthaman

 # Veteran Marathi poet and writer Vasant Abaji Dahake has 
been honoured with the prestigious 'Janasthan' award. 
This award is instituted by which organisation?  
 - Kusumagraj Pratishthan

 # Who has been honoured by the Asian Hockey 
Federation with the 2018 Player of the Year award? 
 - Harmanpreet Singh

 # Which Indian actor and life skills teacher has been 
named among the top 10 finalists of the USD one 
million Varkey Foundation Global Teacher Prize for 
her use of unique teaching methods to reach out to 
children across different segments of society in India? 
 - Swaroop Rawal

 # Puneet Roy Kundal has been appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India. - Tunisia 

 # Who has been appointed as the chairman of the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) Cricket 
Committee? - Anil Kumble

 # Which renowned Hindi author and critic died 
recently? - Namwar Singh
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JUNE 2019  MICA

NATIONAL & STATE

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

The Second Edition of Indian Navy-Vietnam Peoples’ Navy Bilateral Exercise (IN – VPN BILAT 
EX) Concluded at Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam.

 # Which city has been ranked the top in the “Mercer’s 
index of most liveable cities” for the 10th year in a 
row? - Vienna 

 # Which state government has launched “Atal Aahar 
Yojana," a special scheme for construction workers in 
the state? - Maharashtra 

 # President Ram Nath Kovind has launched the __ 
Programme for 2019. - Pulse Polio 

 # Who has launched “Young Scientist Programme” for 
school children? - ISRO 

 # Union Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment 
Thawar Chand Gehlot has inaugurated the National 
Conference on “Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation 
Scheme (DDRS)” in ____. - New Delhi 

 # Which state has launched the PRANAM Commission 
for protection of parents of state government 
employees? - Assam 

 # From which city has Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
launched the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 
(PM-KISAN)? - Gorakhpur 

 # Where President Ram Nath Kovind did inaugurated 
the Apollomedics Super Speciality Hospital recently? 
 - Lucknow 

 # The Odisha government has launched a boat ambulance 
service to ferry patients to hospitals in remote areas at 
a cost of______. - Rs 5.40 crore 

 # Who has launched the “National Action Plan - Viral 
Hepatitis” recently? - Ashwini Kumar   
  Choubey

 # The foundation stone for a permanent campus of the 
Central University at Dehra was laid recently. In which 
state is Dehra located? - Himachal Pradesh

 # Which edition of 'Aero India-2019' was launched at 
Yelahanka Air Force station in Bangalore?  
 - 12th

 # Where has the government approved the proposal 
regarding setting up of a "Centre for Disability 
Sports"? - Gwalior

 # Sarbananda Sonowal is the Chief Minister of which 
state? - Assam

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated Indian Oil 
Corp's LNG import terminal at Ennore in Tamil Nadu 
to the nation. What is the invested amount in this 
plant? - Rs 5,150 crore

 # __ and National Health Authority (NHA) have formed 
joint working group on Ayushman Bharat?  
 - IRDAI

 # Which city has been adjudged India’s cleanest city 
for the third straight year in the central government’s 
cleanliness survey? - Indore 

 # Where has the government approved the proposal 
regarding setting up of a "Centre for Disability 
Sports"? - Gwalior

 # Sarbananda Sonowal is the Chief Minister of which 
state? - Assam

 # The Union Cabinet approved setting up of a new 
AIIMS at Manethi in Rewari District, Haryana at a 
cost of ___. - Rs 1,299 crore

 # The Union cabinet approved an agreement between India 
and which country to access tipline reports on missing 
and exploited children? - USA

 # West Bengal Government has inaugurated a web portal 
__ which will provide real-time data on state-run and 
aided schools. - Banglar Shiksha

 # Health Minister ___ has inaugurated the Fourth Global 
Digital Health Partnership Summit in New Delhi. 
 - J P Nadda

 # Where is the National War Memorial in India 
located? - New Delhi

 # Where was the Third edition of Annual "Words in the 
Garden" festival celebrated?  - New Delhi

 # Which city will be the fifth 'Science City' in the 
country? - Jhajra

 # Finance Minister ___ released the book “Sabka Saath 
Sabka Vikas” - a collection of selected speeches of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.   
 - Arun Jaitley

 # Where was the National Women Livelihood Meet-
2019 held? - Varanasi

INTERNATIONAL

 # Al Nagah III 2019 is a joint military exercise between 
India and __. - Oman

 # Which country has announced a long-term visa that 
allows professionals, entrepreneurs and highly talented 
students to live there for up to 10 years?   
 - United Arab Emirates
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FINANCIAL AWARENESS

IDBI Bank has launched 'NRI-Insta-Online' account facility for NRI.

 # The Reserve Bank will inject long-term liquidity worth 
USD __ into the system through foreign exchange 
swap arrangement with banks for three years.  
 - 5 billion

 # Which bank has launched doorstep banking service for 
senior citizens over 70 years of age and differently-
abled customers? - Union Bank of India

 # Which bank has appointed Rakesh Makhija as its non-
executive chairman for a term of 3 years?  
 - Axis Bank

 # SEBI withdrew the _____ limit on investments by 
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) in corporate bonds. 
 - 20%

 # As per the latest report by the World Gold Council 
(WGC), India has the ___ largest gold reserve.  
 - 11th

 # Who has signed a USD 455 million loan to finance 
the Andhra Pradesh Rural Roads Project with the 
Government of India? - Asian Infrastructure  
  Investment Bank

 # Which bank has signed a bancassurance agreement 
with HDFC Life Insurance Company?   
 - United Bank of India

 # India has signed a $3-billion deal with __ for leasing a 
nuclear-powered attack submarine for the Indian Navy 
for a period of 10 years. - Russia

 # According to which latest salary index the women in 
the country earn 19 per cent less than men?  
 - Monster Salary Index

 # According to a report by Japanese brokerage Nomura, 
India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth is likely to 
be below ___ in 2019-20. - 7%

 # The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a total penalty 
of _____ on Bank of Baroda, Allahabad Bank, ICICI 
Bank, Yes Bank and Canara Bank for non-compliance 
with directions and rules related to 'Swift'.  
 - Rs 10 crore

 # The RBI have completed signing of the bilateral 
currency swap agreement for $75 billion with which 
country that will help in bringing greater stability in 
foreign exchange and capital markets in the country? 
 - Japan

 # Which bank has approved a proposal to increase 
foreign shareholding limit to 45% from the existing 
43%? - Kotak Mahindra Bank

 # Where was the Third India-Japan Cyber Dialogue 
held? - Tokyo

 # Which organisation has set a Guinness world record in 
‘single line bicycle parade’? - CISF

 # Where was the Second Asian Rhino Range Countries 
meeting was held? - New Delhi 

 # Where will the second edition of Indo-Pacific Regional 
Dialogue (IPRD) - 2019 be held?   
 - New Delhi

 # United Nations, India has nominated which NITI 
Aayog member for the post of the new Food and 
Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) Director-General? 
 - Ramesh Chand

 # What is the rank of Mukesh Ambani on Forbes World's 
Billionaire list? - 13th

 # Al Nagah III is a joint military exercise between India 
and which country? - Oman

 # Where was the Third India-Japan Cyber Dialogue 
held? - Tokyo

 # Which company has been recognised as one of the 
World's Most Ethical Companies for the year 2019 by 
the Ethisphere Institute? - Tata Steel

 # Which firm has partnered with Niti Aayog's Atal Innovation 
Mission (AIM) to collaborate on enhancing digital literacy 
and creativity skills across all Atal Tinkering Labs in the 
country? - Adobe

 # According to Hurun Global Rich List 2019, Mukesh 
Ambani has entered into the top 10 richest list globally. 
Who has topped this list? - Jeff Bezos 

 # Exercise Sampriti-2019 is the eighth edition of an important 
bilateral defence cooperation endeavour between which 
two countries? - Thailand and   
  Bangladesh

 # Who has been elected as the president of Nigeria? 
 - Muhammadu Buhari

 # Where was the 20th meeting of India-Italy Joint 
Commission for Economic Cooperation (JCEC) held? 
 - New Delhi

 # President Omar al-Bashir has declared a national state 
of emergency. He is the president of which country? 
 - Sudan

 # Where will the 46th Session of the Council of Foreign 
Ministers of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) be held? - Abu Dhabi

 # ICC has banned UAE-based coach _____ for 10 
years after he was found guilty of making a “corrupt 
approach” to Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed in 
2017. - Irfan Ansari
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SPORTS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

India has dropped two places on a global press freedom index to be ranked 140th out of 180 countries 
in the annual 'Reporters without Borders' report.

 # Where will Internet of Things India Congress 2019 be 
held? - Bengaluru 

 # How many countries are the members of the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)?  
 - 57

 # Which paramilitary force celebrates its 50th Raising 
Day on 10th March? - Central Industrial  
  Security Force

 # National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) celebrate its 
Inception Day on ____. - 10-Mar

 # Where is Jimmy George Indoor Stadium?  
 - Thiruvananthapuram

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared the 2019-
2020 as the year of – - Construction   
  technology

 # Who released the book titled, 'Mann Ki Baat - A Social 
Revolution on Radio'? - Arun Jaitley

 # Where will the Ninth Edition of Yonex Sunrise India 
Open be held? - New Delhi 

 # Who is the Union Skill Development Minister?  
 - Dharmendra Pradhan

 # Where is the ‘Titanwala Museum’ located?  
 - India

 # Who is the Minister of Commerce & Industry and 
Civil Aviation? - Suresh Prabhu

 # Where is the “Waste to Wonder” Park situated?  
 - New Delhi

 # Which city will host the world’s largest religious festival of 
women, Attukal Pongala? - Thiruvananthapuram

 # DRDO successfully test fired indigenously developed 
QRSAMs from ITR Chandipur, off the Odisha Coast.  
What is the full form of QRSAM?   
 - Quick Reach Surface- 
  to-Air missiles

 # Where was the International Conference and 
Exhibition on Energy and Environment: Challenges 
and Opportunities (ENCO 2019) inaugurated?  
 - New Delhi

 # What is the full form of VIVID?   
 - Vision Insight and  
  Voices as India goes  
  Digital

 # Where was 14th Agricultural Science Congress 
organised? - New Delhi

 # Who has won the 12th Hero I-League Football 
Championship? - Chennai City 

 # Which Website hosting company has announce its 
partnership with International Cricket Council (ICC) 
as official sponsor for the upcoming men's cricket 
World Cup? - GoDaddy

 # Where is the 5th SAFF Women's Championship held? 
 - Nepal

 # Who has won the women's singles title at the All England 
badminton championships? - Chen Yufei

 # Who has won the Men's singles title at the All England 
badminton championships? - Kento Momota

 # Who has won bronze medal in the Laser Standard race 
for men in the Laser Asian Sailing Championship which 
concluded in Singapore? - Upamanyu Dutta

 # Who has won the gold medal at the 38th GeeBee 
boxing tournament in Helsinki, Finland?  
 - Kavinder Singh Bisht

 # Where will the Ninth Edition of Yonex Sunrise India 
Open be held? - New Delhi

 # Who has won the Kenya Open Future Series badminton 
tournament by defeating compatriot Aman Farogh 
Sanjay in Nairobi? - Rahul Bharadwaj

 # Who has won the 100th ATP (Association of Tennis 
Professionals) Singles tennis title of his career in the 
Final of the Dubai Tennis Championships?  
 - Roger Federer

 # Who won the 10 Kilometre race of Nepal's Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS) Open Marathon and Run for Fun 
held in Kathmandu? - Shashank Shekhar

 # Makran Cup is associated with which games?  
 - Boxing

 # Who has won the gold medal in men’s 67kg category 
in the National weightlifting championships at 
Visakhapatnam? - Gulam Navi

 # Indra Nooyi has joined the board of directors of which 
company? - Amazon

 # Who has partnered with 'UK Research and Innovation' 
to work on a 20-million-pound project to develop new 
approaches to tackle challenges to water security and 
sustainable development? - IIT-Delhi

 # World Bank, UN Women and SIDBI have agreed to 
launch a five-year tenor ‘women’s livelihood bond’ to 
raise______. - `500 crore
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Prominent scientist and businessman Yusuf Hamied is among a host of Indian-origin experts honoured 

in the 2019 list of new fellows of the UK's 'Royal Society'.

ABBREVIATIONS IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GlOSSARY BOOKS & AuThORS

01

03

05

02

04

Keynesian Economic Theory
The theory, developed by John Maynard 
Keynes during the Great Depression, 
that the government should take an 
active role in managing the level of 
aggregate demand in an economy. During 
recessions, government should run 
budget deficits (lower taxes and increase 
government spending) to stimulate AD 
and move the economy back towards full 
employment. During inflationary periods, 
the government should raise taxes and 
reduce government spending to bring AD 
back to its full employment level.
Natural Monopoly
A market in which the demand for the 
product intersects the single firm’s average 
total cost curve while it is still downward 
sloping. In other words, there is not enough 
demand to warrant more than one firm 
producing the good. Society is actually 
better off with a single producer. Examples 
include utilities such as electricity and 
water. Often natural monopolies are 
regulated by government to assure a more 
socially optimal level of output and price.
'Insurability'
Definition: The characteristic of being 
acceptable for insurance is called 
insurability.
Insurability of an individual or object is 
ascertained depending upon the norms and 
policies of the insurance company. The various 
factors that are taken into consideration 
include risk profile, life expectancy, proneness 
to disease, injury or accidents, etc.

21 March International Forest Day

23 March World Weather science Day

02 April World Autism Awareness Day

05 April National Maritime Day

07 April World Health Day

10 April World Homeopathy Day

11 April National Safe Motherhood Day

CMIE :  Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy

DFHI : Discount and Finance House of India Ltd.

EWS :  Economically Weaker Sections

FCCBs : Foreign Currency Convertible Bonds

HYVP : High Yielding Varieties Programme

IBRD :  International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development

MISA : Maintenance of Internal Security Act.

AGAIN bUT bETTER

WE ARE DISPLACED

THE vERDICT

bELT AND ROAD

JALLIANWALA 
bAGH

:- Christine Riccio

:- Kim A. Wagner

:- Bruno Macaes

:- Prannoy Roy

:- Malala Yousafzai
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markets. He pushed the bank to lend less to 
China, arguing the world’s second-biggest 
economy has the financial resources to 
support itself.

Amal Clooney 

Amal Clooney, the 
international law and 

human rights barrister, has been 
appointed the U.K.’s special 
envoy on media freedom, as 
the U.K. prepares to host an 
international conference on 
media freedom this July in the 
wake of attacks on journalists 
across the world.
Ms. Clooney pointed to India as one of the five countries 
where journalists were most at the risk of “political 
assassination for their work”, alongside Brazil, as she also 
noted that such attacks also happened in Europe as well, 
with the assassination of the Maltese journalist Daphne 
Caruana Galizia. She also highlighted the brutal murder 
of Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul last 
year.
Ms. Clooney will chair a panel of legal experts who will work 
to “support countries to repeal outdated and draconian laws 
and strengthen legal mechanisms to protect journalists.” 
Among the steps that could be taken by 
the panel include making proposals to 
countries of concern around national 
laws that don’t comply with international 
standards, particularly around issues such 
as blasphemy and overly stringent anti-
defamation rules.

Pradeep Nandrajog 

Justice Pradeep Nandrajog 
was sworn in as the new 

chief justice of the Bombay high 
court (HC) by the governor of 
Maharashtra C Vidyasagar Rao, 
at Raj Bhavan. Nadrajog, who 
was the chief justice of Rajasthan 
high court, has replaced chief 
justice Naresh Patil, who retired 
on April 6.

The swearing-in ceremony was attended by chief minister 
Devendra Fadnavis, judges of the Bombay and Rajasthan 
high courts, advocate general Ashutosh Kumbhakoni and 
other dignitaries.

A Delhi Police officer Sunil Kumar Gautam has been awarded "Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant Award" 
for his book "Samvidhan Kavya".

Mayoori Kango

Actress Mayoori Kango 
joins Google India as 

industry head. The 90s actress 
Mayoori Kango, who many 
might remember as the "Ghar Se 
Nikalte Hi, Kuch Door Chalte 
Hi" girl is now industry head in 
Google India.
Kango will be leading Google's 
engagement with Publicis and 
DAN. Before joining Google 
India, Mayoori has worked as a Managing Director in 
Performics which is part of Publicis Groupe. The former 
Bollywood actress has been instrumental in engaging and 
retaining accounts of firms like Uber, Airtel and Nestle.
Mayoori made her acting debut at the age of 15. She was 
featured in Saeed Akhtar Mirza's National Award winning 
film Naseem in which she had shared the screen with Kaifi 
Azmi, Seema Kelkar and Kay Kay Menon.
She later appeared in movies like Papa 
Kehte Hain (1996), Betaabi (1997), Hogi 
Pyaar Ki Jeet(1999), Papa the Great (2000) 
and Badal (2000). Kango has also worked 
in daily soaps like Kaahin Kissii Roz, 
Kittie Party, Kkusum and Kya Hadsaa Kya 
Haqeeqat.

David Malpass

Senior U.S. Treasury 
official David Malpass was 

appointed president of the World 
Bank Group, placing a loyalist 
of President Donald Trump at 
the helm of the development 
lender. Malpass was unanimously 
selected to serve a five-year term 
from April 9. 
Trump nominated Malpass 
in February, choosing a loyal 
supporter who had been sharply critical of China and 
called for a shakeup of the global economic order. Critics 
including Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz questioned the 
selection, pointing to Malpass’s doubts about international 
cooperation. But no other countries proposed any 
candidates to challenge Malpass, making his selection by 
the board all but assured.
Before his nomination, Malpass portrayed the World Bank 
as too big, inefficient and reluctant to cut funding for 
developing countries that grow into dynamic emerging 
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Rohit Sharma became the world's eighth and third Indian cricketer to complete 8000 runs in T20 

cricket.

Justice Nandrajog’s appointment was based on a March 
28 resolution of the apex court collegium headed by Chief 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi. The other members of the collegium 
included Justices SA Bobde, NV Ramana, Arun Mishra, 
and RF Nariman.
Born on February 24, 1958, Nandrajog had secured his LLB 
degree from Delhi University in 1981 and was enrolled as 
an advocate of the Delhi Bar Association the same year. 
During his stint as a practicing advocate, which lasted 
almost 19 years, he took up cases pertaining to elections, 
land revenue, company and miscellaneous writ matters, 
arbitration, service, and commercial suits. He served as a 
counsel for the Delhi Municipal Corporation for six years 
before being nominated as a counsel for the 
Delhi Election Commission. After serving 
on the post for two years, he was elected as 
an additional judge of the Delhi high court 
in 2002 and was made a permanent judge 
in 2004.

Kiran Mazumdar Shaw

Infosys has reappointed Kiran 
Mazumdar-Shaw as the lead 

independent director for a second 
term. According to Infosys 
chairman Nandan Nilekani, 
her continuity, experience and 
insights are greatly valued by the 
board as it guides the company 
in executing its strategy in the 
coming years. Mazumdar-Shaw 
also serves as the chairperson and 
managing director of biopharmaceutical company Biocon. 
Infosys Limited is an Indian multinational corporation that 
provides business consulting, information 
technology and outsourcing services. It has 
its headquarters in Bangalore, Karnataka, 
India. Infosys appointed Salil Parekh chief 
executive officer (CEO) and managing 
director (MD) of the company in 2018.

K. Govindaraj

K. Govindaraj is re-elected as 
president of the Basketball 

Federation of India (BFI). 
Basketball Federation of India 
(BFI) is the governing and 
controlling body of Basketball 
in India. It is responsible for 
the development and promotion 
of the sport at all levels. BFI 

manages all the national level basketball operations in India. 
It is involved in organizing training camps and national 
tournaments, and in preparing Indian teams for both men 
and women international competitions in 
various age categories. The national team 
of India is also called as Young Cagers. 
First national level tournaments were 
organized in India in 1934. The India 
national basketball team became a member 
of FIBA in 1936.

Janak Kumar Garg

Senior bureaucrat Janak 
Kumar Garg is appointed 

as the Commissioner of Metro 
Railway Safety (CMRS). 
CMRS is entrusted with the 
task of ensuring safety of metro 
railways network. 
Garg is an Indian Railway 
Service of Electrical Engineers 
(IRSEE) officer. According to an 
order issued by the Department 
of Personnel and Training (DoPT), he 
has been appointed as CMRS in the 
Commission of Railway Safety till the date 
of his superannuation.

N S Srinath

Karur Vysya Bank has 
appointed N S Srinath as 

non-executive chairman for a 
period of three years. Srinath, 
66, was the non-executive 
independent director on the board 
of the private sector lender.
The board in its meeting held 
appointed N S Srinath, non-
executive independent director 
as the non-executive (part-time) 
chairman of the bank, for a period of 
three years... subject to the approval of the 
Reserve Bank of India and the shareholders 
of the bank. Srinath had earlier served as 
an executive director on the board of Bank 
of Baroda and superannuated on May 31, 
2012.

Vipin Anand

Vipin Anand taken charge as the managing director of 
the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC). Anand 
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was appointed as LIC MD by the 
government last month. Prior to 
this, he was in charge of LIC's 
western zone, comprising of 23 
divisions, covering the states of 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa and 
Union Territories of Daman and 
Diu, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli.
Earlier, he has also headed LIC's 
east central zone headquartered at 
Patna. During his service of more 
than 35 years, Anand has handled several 
important assignments in various capacities 
and departments. He was instrumental in 
setting up LIC's operations in Singapore 
and Bangladesh.

Manu Sawhney 

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) announced 

that Manu Sawhney will assume 
the position of Chief Executive 
with immediate effect. Sawhney 
has been working alongside the 
outgoing Chief Executive David 
Richardson for the last six weeks 
to ensure a smooth transition for 
the organization. Richardson will 
remain with the ICC until July as 
originally planned to oversee the delivery of the ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup 2019.
On his appointment, Sawhney said: “I am absolutely 
delighted to be taking over the reins from David, who has 
steered the sport so capably over the last 
seven years. I am pleased to say he will 
continue to lead the delivery of the ICC 
Men’s Cricket World Cup 2019 and there 
is no better person to ensure the event is the 
greatest celebration of cricket ever.

Keshav Murugesh

IT industry body Nasscom has appointed WNS Global 
Services Group Chief Executive Officer Keshav 

Murugesh as its chairman 
for 2019-20. He takes on the 
position from his previous role 
as vice chairman of Nasscom, 
succeeding Rishad Premji (Wipro 
chief strategy officer and board 
member)
Nasscom also appointed Infosys 
Chief Operating Officer UB 
Pravin Rao as its vice chairman 
for 2019-20. The team will focus 
on 'Think Digital, Think India' by driving attention towards 
embracing new and emerging technologies, skilling and 
re-skilling of talent, evangelising open innovation and 
facilitating unrestricted global movement of talent. The 
appointment of the Nasscom chairman and vice chairman 
is done through an election process by the 
executive council. The election witnesses 
nominees and voters from all verticals 
of the industry, across small and medium 
businesses, enterprises and MNCs from the 
overall members base.

DK Jain

The Committee of Administrators, 
COA running Indian cricket 

has said that the newly appointed 
ombudsman by the BCCI, Justice 
(Retd.) DK Jain will also be its ad-
hoc Ethics Officer. The COA, in its 
10th Status Report filed on October 
28, 2018, had requested the Supreme 
Court to appoint an Ethics Officer 
in addition to an Ombudsman for 
looking into the matters of Conflict 
of Interest.
The three-member COA requested Justice 
Jain earlier this month to take over as Ethics 
Officer on an ad-hoc basis till a permanent 
appointment takes place. Justice Jain, who 
is already looking into Hardik Pandya-KL 
Rahul chat show controversy, agreed to the 
request.
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Boxing Federation of India (BFI) Secretary General Jay Kowli has been elected as a member of the 

Asian Boxing Confederation's (ASBC) Executive Committee.

Templeton Prize

Brazilian physicist 
and astronomer 

Marcelo Gleiser has 
been awarded the 
2019 Templeton Prize, 
worth $1.4 million, 
for his work blending 
science and spirituality. 
Gleiser, 60, is the first 
Latin American to win 
the award which honors “a living person who has made 
an exceptional contribution to affirming life’s spiritual 
dimension,” the U.S.-based John Templeton Foundation 
said in a statement.
A professor at Dartmouth College, New Hampshire, Gleiser 
has written best-selling books and appeared on numerous 
TV and radio shows, discussing science as a spiritual quest 
to understand the origins of the universe and life on Earth. 
Previous winners of the award, started in 1972 by late 
global investor Sir John Templeton, include the Dalai Lama 
and Mother Teresa. In 2018, it was won by King Abdullah 
II of Jordan.
Gleiser studies the interface between what 
he calls the “physics of the very large” 
and “the physics of the very small” to 
reconstruct the beginning of the universe, 
Dartmouth said.

John Dirks Canada Gairdner 
Global Health Award

The Gairdner Foundation 
announced the 2019 

Canada Gairdner Award 
laureates, recognising 
Goa and Boston-based 
Vikram Patel, Ph.D., 
F. Med.Sci., for his 
research career raising 
the global profile of 
mental health problems.
Prof Patel has been awarded 2019 John Dirks Canada 
Gairdner Global Health Award for his world-leading 
research in global mental health, generating knowledge 
on the burden and determinants of mental health problems 
in low-and-middle-income countries and pioneering 
approaches for the prevention and treatment of mental 
health in low-resource settings.
Each year seven Canada Gairdner Awards are presented to 
honour the world's most significant biomedical and global 

health researchers. The John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global 
Health Award recognizes a contribution to 
health in the developing world. Laureates 
receive a $100,000 cash honorarium and 
will be formally presented with their 
awards on October 24, 2019, at the annual 
Canada Gairdner Awards Gala in Toronto.

'Pravasi Bhartiya Samman'

Swiss-based NRI 
scientist Dr 

Rajendra Joshi has 
been conferred with 
the Pravasi Bhartiya 
Samman Award by the 
President of India Ram 
Nath Kovind.
The Indian Ambassador 
to Switzerland Sibi George handed over the award citation 
signed by the President to Dr Joshi at his residence in 
Switzerland. "Dr Joshi is honoured for his outstanding 
achievement in the field of Science and in recognition of his 
valuable contribution in promoting the honour and prestige 
of India and in fostering the interests of Overseas Indians,”.
Through the Rajendra and Ursula Joshi 
Group (RUJ) group, Dr Joshi has committed 
investments in excess of Rs 1000 crore 
in the areas including healthcare, Swiss 
precision technology, education and skill 
development in India.

Medals of Honour 

The UN Mission 
in South 

Sudan (UNMISS) 
honoured 150 Indian 
peacekeepers, serving 
the mission, with Medals 
of Honour for their 
supreme dedication and 
sacrifices in Malakal, 
South Sudan.

The award ceremony consisted of parades and performances 
by a piped band. Colonel Amit Gupta was among the 
recipients of the medal of honour. Gupta commands a 
battalion of 850 soldiers in the Upper 
Nile region of South Sudan. Under his 
command, Indian peacekeepers conducted 
highly desired veterinary camps and run a 
veterinary hospital in Malakal.
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Mohinder Lal

Mohinder Lal, the former 
chief national pistol coach 

and Deputy Inspector General 
(DIG) of Border Security Force 
(BSF), passed away at the age of 
72. He was an Arjuna awardee 
and had competed in the 1984 
Los Angeles Olympics ranking 
34th in the rapid fire pistol with 
a score of 577. He stood seventh 
in standard pistol in the Asian 
Games in Beijing in 1990. He was also quite strong in 
centre-fire pistol.  
The National Rifle Association of India (NRAI) condoled 
his death, describing him as a “fine gentleman” and an 
exceptional pistol shooter of his times. The National Rifle 
Association of India (NRAI) was founded in 1951 with 
a view to promote and popularize the shooting sports in 
India.

Channabasappa Satyappa Shivalli

Karnataka Minister for 
Municipal Administration 

C.S. Shivalli passed away at 
the age of 58. Channabasappa 
Satyappa Shivalli was a three-
time MLA from Kundagol 
constituency in Dharwad district. 

In the 1999 elections, he was 
elected as an independent 
candidate. He had also tasted 
defeat in 1994, 2004 and 2008 
elections. 

He was a follower of former chief minister S Bangarappa 
and he hailed from a farming family. He was known for 
his down to earth attitude and easy accessibility for people. 
Mr. Shivalli joined the Congress and subsequently lost in 
the 2008 elections. He won again in 2013 and 2018 as the 
party candidate. He was given a Cabinet berth in the latest 
reshuffle.

Ramesh Nabar

Former Maharashtra badminton player Ramesh Nabar 
died following a prolonged illness in Pune.

Ramesh Nabar died at a private hospital in Pune and his 
funeral was also held. 

Nabar was 69 and is survived by his wife and children. In 
his playing days, Nabar was a doubles specialist and teamed 

up with Satpal Rawat and the two 
were a force to reckon with.
According to Subhash, Nabar 
won two bronze medals in the 
World Veterans Championship 
held in Malmo, Sweden in 1996. 
Former international shuttler 
Pradeep Gandhe condoled his 
demise and remembered Nabar 
as a talented player.

Valery Bykovsky

Russia's space agency's    
pioneering Soviet-era 

cosmonaut Valery Bykovsky, 
who made the first of his three 
flights to space in 1963, has 
died at age 84. Roscosmos said 
Bykovsky died, but it didn't state 
a cause of death.
Bykovsky was one of 20 Soviet 
military pilots in the first group 
picked to prepare for space. He 
first flew to space in June 1963 as a member of the Vostok-5 
crew. He underwent training for a moon mission before 
the United States won the race to the moon and the Soviet 
Union canceled its plans to go there. Bykovsky made his 
second space flight in 1976 and his third in 1978. He spent 
nearly 21 days in orbit in all.

Bruce Yardley

Former Australian Test star 
Bruce Yardley, who was later 

regarded as one of the world's 
leading spin-bowling coaches, 
has died aged 71 after a battle 
with cancer. The West Australian 
played 33 Tests and was his 
country's first-choice spinner in 
the 1980s, taking 126 wickets at 
an average of 31.63. He was also 
handy with the bat, holding the 
Australian record for the quickest Test fifty for 38 years. 

Known as "Roo", Yardley was equally well known for 
coaching Sri Lanka in the 1990s and being a big influence 
on the greatest Test wicket-taker of all time -- Muttiah 
Muralitharan. Yardley, who was the international cricketer 
of the year in 1981, was reportedly the man who advised 
the Sri Lankan great to start bowling his famous "Doosra" 
delivery.

Chief of Army Staff General Bipin Rawat has commissioned the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) new 
offshore patrol vessel (OPV), Veera at Visakhapatnam.
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Chinmoy Roy

Veteran Bengali actor 
Chinmoy Roy, known for 

his portrayal of comic characters 
has died of cardiac arrest. He was 
79. Roy is survived by his son 
and daughter. His wife, actress 
Jui Banerjee had died a few years 
back. Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee, acclaimed actors 
Soumitra Chatterjee and Aparna 
Sen have condoled his death.
Roy died at his Salt Lake residence. From the character 
of Tenyda to his performance in 'Basanta Bilap', 
from 'Mouchak' to 'Galpo Holeo Sotti', his acting has 
mesmerised everybody. Born in Kumilla district in present 
day Bangladesh in 1940, Roy had started his career in 
Bengali films in the 60s and became indispensable to the 
film makers for his portrayal of comic characters retaining 
the very essence of Bengaliness.
He was noticeable along with big names such as Soumitra 
Chatterjee and Rabi Ghosh in films like 'Basanta Bilap' 
and 'Dhonni Meye'. Roy was cast by Satyajit Ray in a 
small role in children's fantasy 'Goopy Gyne Bagha Byne'. 
He had immortalised the character of Tenyda in the film 
'Charmurti' which became a major hit in the 1980s.

J. Mahendran

Veteran director J Mahendran 
passed away in Chennai. 

He was 79.  The film-maker's 
son, John Mahendran, share the 
sad news. Mahendran had been 
critically ill and was undergoing 
treatment at Apollo hospital for 
over a week. 
Mahendran began his career as 
a writer in the '60s and went 
on to direct 12 films, including 
'Uthiri Pookkal' and 'Nenjathai Killathey'.  He was 
credited with shaping Rajinikanth's stardom in many 
ways, by giving him memorable roles in 'Johnny' and 
'Mullum Malarum'. 
Later in his career he also starred in films. He played pivotal 
parts in 'Kamaraj' (2004), 'Petta' opposite Rajinikanth and 
Vijay's 'Theri'. He was last seen in Tamil film 'Boomerang', 
which released on March 8.  He was also the founding 
member of the Blue Ocean Film and Television Academy 
(BOFTA) where he headed the screenplay writing and 
direction course. 

Kartik Chandra Rath

Eminent theatre organiser and 
playwright Kartik Chandra 

Rath passed away at his residence 
here following a brief illness. 
He was 70 and is survived by 
wife and three children. Rath 
was ailing for past few days and 
breathed his last.
Recipient of Kendra Sangeet 
Natak Akademi award and Odishi 
Sangeet Natak Akademi award, 
Rath has penned over hundred plays and directed over 
500 plays in his career as a dramatist. His play "Bhagwan 
Jane Manisha" staged at the National Theatre festival in 
Allahabad way back in 1980s gave him an opening as a 
dramatist from where he scripted a passionate career as a 
dramatist.

VG Patel

Viharidas Gopaldas Patel, 
noted economist and ‘Father 

of Entrepreneurship Movement’ 
in India, passed away after a 
brief illness. He was 79. In 2017, 
the Government of India had 
decorated him with a Padma 
Shri for his contribution to the 
entrepreneurship movement.
Known for his passionate role in 
entrepreneurship movement, small industry policies and 
growth management, Patel had set up the Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute of India (EDII) in Ahmedabad in 
1983 to work for potential and existing entrepreneurs. EDII 
is now a globally-recognised institution in this field.
He had also served as the Chief Economic Advisor to 
the Gujarat Industrial Development Corporation and as 
Managing Director of the Gujarat Industrial and Technical 
Consultancy Organisation Ltd.

Agnes Varda

Agnes Varda, a leading light 
of the French New Wave 

who directed such films as “Cléo 
From 5 to 7,” “Vagabond” and 
“Faces Places,” has died. She 
was 90. Varda’s died from breast 
cancer at her Paris home. 
Just last month, the diminutive 
director presented her latest 

Ravinder Kumar Passi has been appointed as the Chairman of the Export Promotion Council for 
Handicrafts (EPCH).
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Brenner shared the Nobel Prize in medicine in 2002 for 
his contribution to work unraveling how genes control cell 
division. He and two colleagues, John Sulston and Robert 
Horvitz, traced a transparent roundworm known as C. elegans 
to determine how cells divide and create something new.
The findings on programmed cell death were key to 
understanding how cancers develop and laid the groundwork 
for making C. elegans a major model organism in research.

Haku Shah 

Renowned Indian artist Haku 
Shah, best known for his 

themes of tribal and folk art, passed 
away following a cardiac arrest at 
his home in Ahmedabad. He was 
85. Born on March 26, 1934, Mr 
Shah did his Masters in Fine Art 
under renowned artists like KG 
Subrahmanyam. A large part of 
his work was deeply influenced by 
tribal art and culture, as well as the 
Bhakti movement, especially its Nirguna poetry.
Mr Shah was also a cultural anthropologist. He carried 
out extensive field research and documentation on rural 
and tribal arts and crafts, traditions and folk lore, and 
established a tribal museum at Gujarat Vidyapith.

ADB has committed to provide USD 3 billion in sovereign loans to India in 2018.

film, “Varda by Agnes,” at the Berlin Film Festival and 
received the honorary Berlinale Camera award. She had 
films in competition at the festival four times, winning the 
Grand Jury Prize in 1965 with “Le Bonheur.” But as ill 
health overtook her in recent weeks, Varda canceled the 
masterclass she was scheduled to deliver at the Qumra 
event in Doha, Qatar, earlier this month. The news of her 
death drew swift tributes to her indomitable and curious 
spirit.
She was awarded an honorary Oscar, a Governors Award, 
in 2017, becoming the first female director to receive the 
accolade. With ironic modesty, Varda described herself to 
a German interviewer as “a little queen at the outskirts of 
film.”

Sydney Brenner

Sydney Brenner, a Nobel 
Prize-winning biologist 

who helped decipher the genetic 
code and whose research on 
a roundworm sparked a new 
field of human disease research, 
has died. He was 92. The Salk 
Institute for Biological Studies 
in California, where Brenner 
spent part of his seven-decade 
career.
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continued ascendancy 
in FinTech, build 
the narrative for 
future strategy and 
policy efforts, and 
to deliberate steps 
for comprehensive 
financial inclusion,  
The Conclave will be 
featuring representatives from across the financial space 
– central ministries, regulators, bankers, startups, service 
providers and entrepreneurs.
The Conclave will be inaugurated by Governor, RBI and 
will be attended by senior government officials, including 
Secretary (Department of Economic Affairs), Secretary 
(Department of Financial Services), Chairman (SEBI), 
Secretary (MeitY), Secretary (Department of Revenue), 
Secretary (MSME), Deputy Governors of RBI, among 
others. 
Conclave will host more than 300 representatives from 
the leading Financial Institutions including HDFC 
Bank, IndusInd, ICICI Bank, SBI Card, Tata Capital and 
FinTechs including BankBazaar, PhonePe, Capital Float, 
Zerodha, PayTM, MobiKwik, PayU, leading venture 
capital investors, state governments, MSMEs and industry 
subject matter experts. 
Government of India’s efforts focused on Digital India and 
developing India Stack including Voluntary Aadhaar for 
financial inclusion have evoked significant interest from 
various stakeholders in the area of Financial Technology 
(FinTech). 
Background:
India is one of the fastest growing FinTech markets 
globally and industry research has projected that USD 1 
Trillion or 60% of retail and SME credit, will be digitally 
disbursed by 2029. The Indian FinTech ecosystem is the 

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

ECI collaborates with 
Indian railways for Voter 

Awareness

Half  Marathon to mark 
birth anniversary of  

Marshal Arjan Singh

India successfully test fire 
'Nirbhay' missile

Google has opened its first African Artificial Intelligence (AI) centre in Accra, Ghana.

vice Admiral Karambir Singh will 
take over as Next Chief of Naval Staff  

23 Mar' 19

The Govt. have 
a p p o i n t e d 
Vice Admiral 

Karambir Singh, 
presently Flag 
Officer Commander-
in-Chief (FOC-
in-C) Eastern Naval 
Command as next 
Chief of the Naval Staff with effect from afternoon of May 
31, 2019. The present Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Sunil 
Lanba retires on the same day.
Born on November 03, 1959, Vice Admiral Karambir Singh 
was commissioned on July 01, 1980 into the Executive 
Branch of the Indian Navy. During his long and distinguished 
service spanning nearly 39 years, he has served in a variety 
of Command, Staff and Instructional appointments. Vice 
Admiral Singh’s Sea Command includes Guided Missile 
Destroyers INS Rana and INS Delhi. He also served as 
Fleet Operations Officer of the Western Fleet and was Flag 
Officer Commanding Maharashtra and 
Gujrat area. Before taking over as FOC-
in-C Eastern Naval Command in October 
2017, he was Director General Project 
Seabird, Deputy Chief of Naval Staff and 
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff.

NITI Aayog to organise FinTech 
Conclave 2019      24 Mar' 19

NITI Aayog is organising a day-long FinTech 
Conclave at Dr. Ambedkar International Center, 
New Delhi. The objective is to shape India’s 
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messages. The Train displays important contact details 
for the citizens including the Voter Helpline number and 
the National Voters’ Services Portal besides motivational 
messages urging them to Vote.
Indian Railways has one of the largest railway networks 
in the world. As per the report submitted by the Ministry 
of Railways, on an average, Indian Railways carry 22.24 
million passengers and 3.04 million tonnes of freight each 
day. This widespread network ensures that communication 
on this platform has a wide reach in urban as well as rural 
segments.
The trains have been selected on the longest North-South 
route and East-West route and cover 19 States in all. 

 # Kerala Express. 
 # Himsagar Express.
 # Howrah Express.
 # Guwahati Express.

Induction of LCU L-56 in the Navy      
30 Mar' 19

Yard 2097 
(LCU L 
56), the 

sixth of the class of 
LCU MK IV ships, 
have been built and 
delivered by M/s 
GRSE Ltd, on 30 
March 19 at Kolkata. 
This is the 100th ship delivered by the DPSU in Kolkata. 
The construction of the ship was overseen by Warship 
Overseeing Team, Kolkata. 
Navy's amphibious operations capability including transport 
of troops, tanks and equipment will get enhanced with the 
addition of this Landing Craft Utility which will be based 
at Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The ship is commanded 
by Lt Cdr Gopinath Narayan and has a compliment of five 
officers and 50 sailors.
The Landing Craft Utility (LCU) is a type of boat used by 
amphibious forces to transport equipment and troops to the 
shore. They are capable of transporting tracked or wheeled 
vehicles and troops from amphibious 
assault ships to beachheads or piers. India 
currently has three Kumbhir class LCU, 
two Mk III class LCU and four Mk IV 
class LCU.
The first Mk III class LCU was 
commissioned on 18 July 1986.

third largest in the globe, attracting nearly USD 6 billion 
in investments since 2014. The Indian FinTech industry is 
creating cutting edge intellectual property 
assets in advanced risk management and 
artificial intelligence that will propel India 
forward in the global digital economy 
while simultaneously enabling paperless 
access to finance for every Indian. 

India Joins Select Group of Nations, 
Destroys Live Satellite in Low Earth 

Orbit      27 Mar' 19

Defence Research 
and Development 
O r g a n i s a t i o n 

(DRDO) successfully 
conducted an Anti-
Satellite (A-SAT) missile 
test ‘Mission Shakti’ 
from the Dr AP J Abdul 
Kalam Island in Odisha. 
A DRDO-developed Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) 
Interceptor Missile successfully engaged an Indian 
orbiting target satellite in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) in a 
‘Hit to Kill’ mode. The interceptor missile was a three-
stage missile with two solid rocket boosters. Tracking 
data from range sensors has confirmed that the mission 
met all its objectives.
The test has demonstrated the Nation’s capability to defend 
its assets in outer space. It is a vindication of the strength 
and robust nature of DRDO’s programmes.
With this India joins a select group of 
nations, which have such capability. The 
test has once again proven the capability of 
indigenous weapon systems.

ECI collaborates with Indian Railways 
for voter Awareness Campaign 

29 Mar' 19

As part of Voter 
Awareness 
campaign for 

Lok Sabha Election 
2019, Election 
Commission of India 
and Indian Railways 
have come together 
to utilize four long 
distance Trains to carry voter awareness and motivational 

Fincare Small Finance Bank (SFB) has been awarded the prestigious Celent Model Bank 2019 Award 
in the category of Financial Inclusion.
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According to the latest rankings by Skytrax, Singapore’s Changi has become the world's best airport 
for 7th straight year.

Suraj berry takes over as the Flag 
Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet               

30 Mar' 19

Rear Admiral 
Suraj Berry, 
NM, VSM 

takes over the 
Command of Eastern 
Fleet, the Sword Arm 
of the Eastern Naval 
Command from Rear 
Admiral Dinesh K 
Tripathi, AVSM, NM at an impressive ceremony held at 
the Naval Base, Visakhapatnam.
Rear Admiral Suraj Berry was commissioned on 01 January 
1987 and is a specialist in Gunnery and Missile Warfare. 
His Sea commands include the missile vessel INS Nirbhik, 
missile corvette INS Karmuk, stealth frigate INS Talwar, 
and the aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya of which he was 
the commissioning Commanding Officer. His prestigious 
Staff and Operational appointments include those as the 
Operations Officer of the Mobile Missile Coastal Battery, 
Fleet Gunnery Officer of the Western Fleet, Defence 
Adviser to the Indian High Commissioner of Sri Lanka and 
Maldives, Director at the Directorate of Staff Requirements 
and Naval Assistant to the Chief of Naval Staff and 
Principal Director Strategy, Concepts and Transformation 
at the Naval Headquarters.
He was awarded the Vishisht Seva Medal (Meritorious 
Service Medal) in 2006 for services during the Tsunami 
Relief operations in Sri Lanka/ Maldives and the Nau Sena 
Medal (Navy Medal) in 2015 for devotion 
to duty. He was elevated to the Flag Rank 
in October 2016, and was the Assistant 
Chief of Personnel for Human Resource 
Development prior taking over command 
of the Eastern Fleet.

4th Session of India-Ukraine working 
group on Trade and Economic 
Cooperation held in New Delhi 

02 Apr' 19

Bidyut Behari Swain and Mr. Oleksiy Rozhkov 
exchanging documents during IU-WGTEC 
meeting in New Delhi. The 4th Meeting of 

India-Ukraine Working Group on Trade and Economic 
Cooperation (IU-WGTEC), under the India-Ukraine 
Inter-Governmental Commission on Trade, Economic, 

Scientific, Technical, Industrial and Cultural Cooperation 
was held in New Delhi.
Indian delegation was led by Bidyut Behari Swain, 
Additional Secretary, Foreign Trade (CIS), Department 
of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
Government of India. Ukrainian Side was led by Mr. 
Oleksiy Rozhkov, Director of Directorate for International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation and European Integration 
of the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of 
Ukraine.
A protocol was signed at the end of the meeting. The 
protocol deals with review of trade, cooperation in the 
field of small and medium entrepreneurship, cooperation 
in the field of technical regulation (standardization, 
metrology, certification, conformity assessment), public-
private partnership (PPP) and investment, agriculture, 
facilitating the access of Ukrainian food 
products to the market of India, energy 
sector, finance, granting Ukraine market 
economy status within the framework of 
anti-dumping investigations,  and banking 
and cooperation in tourism.

MOIL registers the highest ever 
turnover in FY 2018-19      02 Apr' 19

MOIL Ltd., 
the largest 
producer of 

manganese ore in the 
country and a Mini 
Ratna Schedule-A 
CPSE under the 
administrative control 
of the Ministry of 
Steel, has achieved the highest-ever turnover of Rs. 1440 
crores (unaudited and provisional) during financial year 
2018-19, registering a growth of 9% over the previous year.
Core production (non-fines, i.e., production excluding 
fines) jumped 15% during the year. Total production 
crossed 13 lakh MT in FY’19 (up by 9% y-o-y), which 
is the highest achievement in last ten years. The company 
has also achieved highest-ever production of non-fines 
manganese ore. Non-fines sales are also at a record-high 
of11 lakh MT (up by 13% y-o-y). The total production 
growth in last three years is around 30%. Currently, MOIL 
holds 34% of manganese ore reserves of the country and 
is contributing 50% of the domestic production.
MOIL is also giving special focus thrust on expansion and 
modernization of its mines to sustain production levels 
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Former Governor of RBI and Chairman of the 14th Finance Commission of India Dr. Y. V. Reddy has 

written a book “Indian Fiscal Federalism”.

and attain capacity enhancement. Projects of sinking of 
second vertical shaft at Chikla mine and shaft deepening 
at Kandri and Balaghat mines have been completed during 
the year. These will enable the Company 
sustain enhanced level of production from 
these mines. Its projects of shaft sinking at 
Ukwa and Munsar mines and high speed 
shafts at Balaghat and Gumgaon mines are 
progressing as per schedule.

NuGen Mobility Summit 2019 
03 Apr' 19

The International 
Centre for 
A u t o m o t i v e 

Technology (ICAT) is 
organizing a NuGen 
Mobility Summit, 
2019, at Manesar, 
NCR, from 27th to 
29th November 2019. 
The objective of the Summit is to share new ideas, learnings, 
global experiences, innovations and future technology trends 
for faster adoption, assimilation and development of advanced 
automotive technologies for a smarter and greener future. This 
event will help in building a platform for bringing together all 
stakeholders in the automotive industry to understand global 
advancements in technologies.
The Summit is being organized in association with 
SAENIS, SAE INDIA, SAE International, 
NATRiP, DIMTS, Department of Heavy 
Industry, Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways, SIAM and ACMA. More than 
2500 participants and over 250 exhibitors 
are expected to take part in the Summit.

Indian Navy signs MoU with Council 
of Scientific and Industrial Research 

(CSIR)      05 Apr' 19

The Indian Navy and Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) inked a MoU to 
undertake joint research and development of 

advanced technologies for the Indian Navy. This will be 
a collaborative arrangement between labs of CSIR, the 
Indian Navy and Indian industry.
The Memorandum of Understanding was signed by Vice 
Admiral GS Pabby PVSM, AVSM, VSM Chief of Materiel of 
Indian Navy and Shri Shekhar C Mande, Secretary DSIR and 
Director General, CSIR. The event was attended by Directors 

of Seven CSIR Labs, Flag Officers and Heads of Directorates 
of Indian Navy and eminent scientists from distinguished CSIR 
Labs. The MoU provides a formal framework for interaction 
between Indian Navy and CSIR. It would facilitate joint 
R&D activities in diverse fields of Mechanical, Electronics, 
Communication, Computer Science, Propulsion systems, 
Metallurgy and Nanotechnology.
Vice Admiral GS Pabby congratulated CSIR for its yeoman 
service to the nation in the esfield of Scientific Research 
and Development and noted some of the futuristic 
technology being developed, which could be used for 
enhancing operational availability and combat capabilities 
of naval platforms. He emphasised on the necessity of 
such partnerships between the armed forces and world 
class National Institutions like CSIR which would allow 
Indian Navy to leapfrog towards latest technologies as 
well as jointly engage under ‘Make in India’, and other 
innovative programmes of our Government. Signing of this 
MoU would form the foundation for exchange of ideas and 
development of new technologies in the future, he added. 
Shri Shekhar C Mande complimented the joint efforts and 
emphasised that defence remain a priority area for CSIR 
with an aim towards indigenisation and self-reliance in 
advanced technologies.
Some of the immediate projects to be progressed under this 
MoU include development of alternative 
desalination technologies, installation of 
wireless MEMS based sensors for remote 
operation, Residual Life Assessment 
studies of Gas Turbine Generator blades to 
improve reliability.

Strategic Experts and Technocrats 
Deliberate on "Mission Shakti" 

06 Apr' 19

A s p e c i a l 
in te rac t ion 
s e s s i o n 

was organized by 
Defence Research 
and Development 
O r g a n i s a t i o n 
(DRDO), to present 
first-hand account of 
the mission details, 
development milestones including technological aspects 
of Mission Shakti. Many eminent serving/retired strategic 
experts, technocrats, diplomats, top brass of Armed forces, 
Scientific fraternity across various departments participated 
in the deliberations.
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India has been designated as the Guest of Honour at Paris Livre (Paris Book Fair) in 2020.

DRDO presented the objectives, mission challenges and 
achievements of the Anti-Satellite Test (A-SAT). DRDO 
had successfully conducted an Anti-Satellite Missile Test 
(A-SAT) ‘Mission Shakti’ from Dr APJ Abdul Kalam 
Island in Odisha and made India join the select group of 
three nations (USA, Russia and China) possessing such 
capability.
National Security Advisor Shri Ajit Doval, Principal 
Scientific Adviser  Govt of India,Prof. K Vijay Raghavan, 
Deputy National Security Advisers Shri Pankaj Saran & 
Shri Rajinder Khanna, Secretary, Department of Atomic 
Energy Shri K. N. Vyas, Secretary Dept of Science & 
Technology Prof Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary, Ministry of 
Earth Sciences Dr M. Rajeevan, strategic 
experts and think tank of India, former 
DRDO chiefs and retired service officers 
along with Chairman DRDO & Secretary 
Department of Defence R&DDr G Satheesh 
Reddy were present during the event.

Platinum Jubilee Commemoration of 
battle of Kangla Tongbi      07 Apr' 19

The Battle of Kangla Tongbi, considered one of the 
fiercest battles of World War II, was fought by 
Ordnance personnel of 221 Advance Ordnance 

Depot (AOD) on the night of 6/7 April 1944.  Japanese 
forces had planned a three pronged offensive to capture 
Imphal and the surrounding areas.  In their attempt to 
extend their line of communication to Imphal, the 33rd 
Japanese Division cut in behind the 17th Indian Division 
at Tiddim (Mynmar) and establishing themselves firmly on 
the main Kohima – Manipur highway, started advancing 
towards Kangla Tongbi.  Here at Kangla Tongbi, a small but 
determined detachment of 221 AOD put up stiff resistance 
against the advancing Japanese forces.
The position of 221 AOD was not at all sound from a 
tactical point of view.  It was exposed to the enemy from 
all sides and had to rely on its own combatant manpower 
for its defence.  Major Boyd, the Deputy Chief of Ordnance 
Officer (DCOO) was made in charge of the operations for 
defence of the Depot.  A Suicide squad comprising of Major 
Boyd, Havildar/ Clerk Store Basant Singh, Conductor 
Panken and other personnel from the Depot was created.
On 06 Apr 1944, orders were received to evacuate 4,000 
tons of ammunition, armaments and other warlike stores.  
On the night of 6/7 Apr 1944, the Japanese mounted a 
heavy attack on the Depot, rushing downhill into a deep 
nallah which was used as a covered approach to the Depot.  
A very well camouflaged bunker had been sited by the 
Depot on this approach.  The Bren Gun Section in this 

bunker having spotted an enemy section 
within range, opened fire.  This shook the 
enemy and forced the Japanese to withdraw 
leaving many dead.  The Bren Gun was 
manned by none other than Hav/ Clerk 
Store Basant Singh.     

Scientific Convention on World 
Homoeopathy Day Inaugurated 

09 Apr' 19

The two-day Convention on World Homeopathy 
Day was inaugurated by Secretary, Ministry of 
AYUSH Dr. Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha.  The World 

Homoeopathy Day is observed to commemorate the birth 
anniversary of the founder of Homoeopathy, Dr. Christian 
Fredrich Samuel Hahnemann. Sh. Nilanjal Sanyal, 
Chairman, Board of Governors, Central Council of 
Homoeopathy and Sh. Tridandi Chinna Ramanuja Jeeyar 
Swamiji also graced the inaugural ceremony. Tributes 
were paid by Dr. Gary Smyth, President, Faculty of 
Homeopathy, UK and Dr. Alok Pareek, President, LMHI 
(International).
On this occasion Joint Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH Shri 
Roshan Jaggi said that a link between the academic and 
research environments is an essential dimension to identify 
and evolve mechanisms of synergy between scientists and 
educators. He also lauded the Council’s efforts in launching 
the Short Term Studentship in Homoeopathy Scheme 
(STSH) for undergraduate Students in June, 2014 and 
also the CCRH Scholarship Scheme for MD Students as 
a step towards capacity building and encouraging research 
aptitude among students.

Memorandam of Understanding (MOU’s) were 
also exchanged with the Directorate of AYUSH 
Chandigarh administration on undertaking research on 
epidemic diseases like Dengue, Influenza like illness, 
Chikungunya, Tuberculosis and other infectious diseases 
and with JSPS Government Homeopathic Medical 
College, Ramanthapur, Hyderabad for undertaking 
clinical research . Dr. Kotecha in his inaugural address 
emphasised the Ministry’s efforts to bridge the gap 
between science and tradition through researches in 
the field of AYUSH. The Ministry is equally dedicated 
to validate Homoeopathy through focused research, 
enhance its manufacturing and production standards, 
as well as assure the best quality education in the 
homoeopathy colleges. The schemes under the Ministry 
of AYUSH that provides support and motivation for 
promotion of Homoeopathy like the Central Sector 
scheme, Extra-
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According to latest data released by RBI, India’s current account deficit (CAD) for the third quarter 

narrowed to 2.5% of the GDP compared with 2.9% in the preceding quarter.

Mural Research and Intramural research 
undertaken by the council’s etc. He 
also emphasised on the need to ensure 
safety, quality control and consistency 
of products for the credibility of 
homoeopathy.

1TS Ships visit to Port victoria, 
Seychelles      10 Apr' 19

Ships of the First Training Squadron (1TS) INS 
Tarangini, INS Sujata, INS Shardul and ICGS 
Sarathi entered Port Victoria, Seychelles on 06 

Apr 19. While Tarangini had sailed from Kochi, the other 
three ships had arrived from Port Beira, Mozambique 
after undertaking a Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster 
Relief mission Op Sahayata in the wake of the devastating 
Cyclone Idai which hit that country. The visiting ships were 
accorded a warm reception and were received alongside 
by Cdr Varun Panicker, Naval Attaché (NA) along with 
his staff. The IN band embarked onboard Sujata played 
popular tunes as the ships entered harbour. Shortly after 
arrival, an administrative briefing on various activities 
scheduled during the ship stay at harbour was conducted 
by the NA onboard Sujata.
Yoga was conducted onboard the 1TS Ships which was 
attended by the High Commission Staff. This was followed 
by a trek along the Morne Blanc Trail and Trois Feres Trail 
led by the officer Sea Trainees. Capt Varun Singh, the 
Senior Officer 1TS, along with other Commanding Officers 
called on H.E Mr. Barry Faure, Ambassador and Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, H.E Dr. Ausaf Sayeed, High 
Commissioner of India, Colonel Clifford Roseline, Chief 
of Defence Forces, SPDF and Colonel Simon Dine, 
Commander, Seychelles Coast Guard. During each call on, 
the efforts by the Indian Navy ships in carrying out HADR 
operations at Mozambique were highly appreciated by all 
the dignitaries. In addition, the Sea Trainees made visits to 
the Botanical Garden, Seychelles Maritime 
Academy and the Seychelles Coast Guard 
Base.  Sailors from the Seychelles Coast 
Guard base also visited INS Shardul for 
training on fire fighting and damage control.

Raksha mantri Smt Nirmala 
Sitharaman inaugurates Air force 

commanders’ conference      11 Apr' 19

The first bi-annual Commanders’ Conference of IAF 
for the year 2019 began at the Air Headquarters 
(Vayu Bhawan). Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief 

Marshal B S Dhanoa 
PVSM AVSM YSM 
VM ADC, welcomed 
the Hon’ble Raksha 
Mantri Smt Nirmala 
Sitharaman to the 
conference.  The 
Raksha Mantri 
addressed the Air 
Force Commanders. She complimented the IAF and its 
air warriors for achieving and maintaining the highest 
standards of professionalism in the service of the nation. 
She praised the IAF for its flawless execution of the 
Balakot strikes and subsequent thwarting of the Pakistani 
response. She said that the IAF has proved its mettle in 
Exercise Gagan Shakti 2018 and Vayu Shakti 2019 and the 
same reflected in the successfully conducted Balakot Strike 
and air action on 27 February.
She stressed on a proactive role of the IAF in the Indian 
Ocean Region and relationships through 
Military interactions and HADR. She asked 
the IAF to look at the future with the latest 
technologies available across the world and 
those that can be developed within India, in 
order to meet its needs.

100 years of Jallianwala bagh 
Massacre; India to be Guest of 

Honour at ADIbF 2019      13 Apr' 19

The Year 
2019 marks 
100 years 

of the Jallianwala 
Bagh Massacre, 
also known as the 
Amritsar Massacre 
that occurred on 
April 13, 1919.  The 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre is remembered as a "shameful 
scar" on India-British relations.
On the fateful afternoon of April 13, 1919, the troops of 
the British Indian Army under the command of Colonel 
Reginald Dyer fired ruthlessly into a crowd of Indian 
civilians gathered at Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar, Punjab. 
The massacre is remembered as one of the deadliest attacks 
in Indian history.
What led to the massacre?
The Jallianwala Bagh Massacre was the result of the 
Anarchical and Revolutionary Crimes Act of 1919, 
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A total of 800 air warriors from all the Air Force Stations 
and Units of the IAF in the Delhi NCR participated in the 
event. The Half Marathon was flagged off by Air Marshal 
R Nambiar PVSM AVSM VM & Bar ADC, Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief of Western Air Command from the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium at 0530h. The 
event was flagged in by Air Chief Marshal 
BS Dhanoa PVSM AVSM YSM VM ADC, 
Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) at 0900h. The 
CAS awarded medallions and prizes to the 
winners on culmination of the event.

NGT calls for coal audit in Meghalaya      
15 Apr' 19

Based on the 
recommendations 
of a committee it 

constituted, the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) 
has approved a proposal 
to release `96.59 lakh 
from the Meghalaya 
Environment Protection 
and Restoration Fund (MEPR) for the purchase of six vehicles 
mounted with water tanks. Directing the state Chief Secretary 
to “forthwith take remedial measures,” the Tribunal also 
directed the Committee to consider requiring a “foolproof 
mechanism for effective action against transportation of 
illegally mined coal such as electronic manifest system for 
regulating movement of vehicles and issuance of challans.”
The directions came when the green panel was hearing a 
series of pleas pertaining to “rat-hole” mining of coal in the 
State. The petitioners had sought remedial action against 
such “unscientific mining”. The committee in its report dated 
March 2019 noted that despite previous orders of the Supreme 
Court and the NGT that prohibited transportation of coal, it 
has continued. Four persons died March 11 in East Jaintia 
Hills District and the State was directed to 
take remedial action. It was also noted that 
no digital display boards have been installed, 
displaying the quality of water in respective 
areas for information of the general public.”

NGT sets up Central monitoring 
panel in a bid to reduce pollution 

stretches      15 Apr' 19

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has constituted 
a Central Monitoring Committee to ensure the 
implementation of action plan meant for reducing 

famously known as the Rowlatt Act. The Act came into 
force a month before the massacre. It shocked most Indians 
who had expected to be rewarded, not punished, for 
willingly fighting alongside the British in the First World 
War. The Act allowed political cases to be tried without 
jury, and imprisonment of suspects without trial.
As part of these protests, thousands of people gathered at 
Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar, Punjab on April 13, 1919. 
The civilians assembled for a peaceful protest to condemn 
the arrest and deportation of two national leaders, Satya 
Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew. That was also the day of Sikh 
festival Baisakhi and many villagers had also gathered in 
the Bagh.
Under the command of Colonel Reginald Dyer, over 50 
troops of the British Indian Army began firing rifles into 
the crowd. The narrow exits from the bagh were blocked; 
no one could escape the ill-fated incidence. Over 1200 
got injured and more than 350 people died. Some of them 
jumped into the well in the bagh to escape dying by the 
bullets.
As per the records of the British Government, the massacre 
killed 379 and caused 1200 injuries. However, as per the 
Indian Nation Congress, around 1000 died and 1500 got 
injured. The bullet marks can be still seen on the walls of 
the Jallianwala Bagh which is now a national memorial. 
The massacre aroused the fury of the Indian 
people and the British Indian government 
replied with more intense brutalities. 
People in Punjab were made to crawl on the 
streets; they were put in open cages.

Half Marathon to mark birth 
Anniversary of Marshal of The Indian 

Air Force Arjan Singh DFC 
14 Apr' 19

A Half Marathon 
was conducted 
in Delhi on 

14 Apr 19 to mark 
the 100th birth 
centenary of the 
legendary Marshal 
of the Indian Air 
Force (MIAF) Arjan 
Singh, Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC). The event was 
aimed to spread awareness about the accomplishments of the 
legendary MIAF, across the nation, and to inculcate the spirit 
of camaraderie and sportsmanship amongst the air warriors of 
the IAF.

3rd Indo-Japan Workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction was held in New Delhi.
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pollution stretches across the country. A Bench headed 
by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel said, 
“Having given due consideration to the serious issue and 
inadequacy of success achieved so far, we find it necessary 
to constitute a Central Monitoring Committee to undertake 
a national initiative by way of preparation and enforcement 
of a national plan to make river stretches pollution-free.”
Senior representatives of NITI Aayog, Secretaries of 
the Ministry of Water Resources, Ministry of Urban 
Development, Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change will be a part of the committee, apart 
from the Chairman, Central Pollution Control Board and 
Director General, National Mission for Clean Ganga, the 
NGT said.
The Committee has been asked to coordinate with the 
respective States to oversee the action plans and ensure 
execution of the same in a time-bound manner. Additionally, 
the Union Environment Ministry was 
directed to consider a policy for giving 
“environmental awards” to institutions and 
States that comply with orders and ensure 
reduction in pollution.

India successfully test fires subsonic 
cruise missile ‘Nirbhay’ off Odisha 

coast      15 Apr' 19

India successfully 
test fired ‘Nirbhay’, 
the 1,000 km 

strike range sub-sonic 
cruise missile, off 
the coast of Odisha. 
Nirbhay cruise missile 
is the country's first 
indigenously designed 
and developed long-range cruise missile, as per India's 
Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE). The all-
weather missile has been developed by Bengaluru-based 
Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE), a lab under 
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
and can be launched from multiple platforms. It is designed to 
carry conventional and nuclear warheads. 
The subsonic long-range land attack cruise missile can be 
equipped with a 300-kilogram warhead. Nirbhay, which 
is nuclear-capable, has the ability to reach speeds of 0.6-
0.7 Mach. It also has the capability to strike land targets 
at a distance of up to 1,000 kilometers. It's powered by a 
solid rocket booster for taking off and when it reaches the 
necessary velocity and height, the Turbofan engine further 
manages its propulsion. 

A radio altimeter is used to determine its height, while 
an inertial navigation system - which was developed by 
Research Center Imarat (RCI) - guides the missile. The 
missile is armed with a Ring Laser Gyroscope (RLG) 
based guidance, control and navigation system. It is also 
equipped with a MEMS-based Inertial Navigation System 
(INS) and the GPS system.
The missile weighs 1,500 kg with a width of 0.52 meters 
and has a wingspan of 2.7 metres. As per reports, the 
missile can also deliver 24 different types of warheads 
based on mission requirements. The missile 
also has the ability to fly at low altitudes 
in order to avoid detection by enemy radar.  
The Nirbhay missile also has the capability 
of striking a target among multiple targets.

Joint Statements between India-Chile      
16 Apr' 19

India and Chile released a Joint Statement after 
extensive talks between Indian President Ram Nath 
Kovind and the President of Chile, Sebastian Pinera 

Echenique, during the former’s official state visit to Chile. 
This is the third leg of the President’s three-nation tour 
which included Croatia and Bolivia.      

The Indian President paid an official visit to the South 
American nation at the invitation of the Chilean President. 
The visit highlights the commemoration of the 70th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between Chile and India. 

During the visit, President Kovind participated in India-
Chile Business Forum and interacted with young scientists 
at the University of Chile. Then he held detailed discussions 
with the Chilean President, which led to the signing of 
three MoUs for cooperation in the fields 
of mining, culture and empowerment of 
persons with disabilities. The agreements 
aim to further enhance engagement in 
economic, social and cultural fields 
between the two countries.

NGT forms Central Monitoring 
Committee to check river pollution      

16 Apr' 19

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has formed 
a Central Monitoring Committee to prepare and 
enforce a national plan to make over 350 river 

stretches across the country pollution free.
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Rear Admiral Krishna Swaminathan has assumed charge as Flag Officer Sea Training (FOST) at 
Kochi.

The committee would comprise a representative of NITI 
Aayog, secretaries of Ministry of Water Resources, Ministry 
of Urban Development and Ministry of Environment, the 
director general of National Mission for Clean Ganga 
and the Chairman of the Central Pollution Control Board. 
The Chairman of CPCB will be the nodal authority for 
coordination.
The committee has been composed to 
monitor pollution of rivers, as it has caused 
serious threat to the safety of water and 
environment.

RbI issues Rs 50 banknotes signed by 
Governor Shaktikanta Das 

16 Apr' 19

The Reserve 
Bank of India 
(RBI) issued 

Rs 50 denomination 
banknotes signed 
by the Governor 
Shaktikanta Das. 
The design of these 
notes is similar in 
all respects to Rs 50 
banknotes in Mahatma Gandhi new series.
All banknotes in the denomination of Rs 50 issued by 
the Reserve Bank in the past will continue to be legal 
tender.
The note bears the motif of ‘Hampi with Chariot’ on 
the reverse that depicts India’s cultural 
heritage. It has the Ashoka pillar emblem 
on the right side of the obverse and bears 
the year of printing on the reverse side. It 
features a Swachh Bharat logo with slogan 
and language panel. The note is fluorescent 
blue in colour.

Cabinet approves creation of one 
post of Deputy Comptroller and 

Auditor General in CAG      16 Apr' 19

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, approved the creation of one 
post of Deputy Comptroller & Auditor General 

(Coordination, Communication and Information System) 
in Pay Level-17 in the Office of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India (CAG).
The Deputy Comptroller & Auditor General will oversee 

the coordination among State Audits and audit of 
telecommunication.
He or she will coordinate the various 
Information Systems (IS) initiatives within 
the Indian Audit & Accounts Department 
(IA&AD). The Government will bear 
expenditure of around Rs 21 lakh on 
account of creation of this post.

President launches veer Parivar app 
16 Apr' 19

President Ram 
Nath Kovind 
l a u n c h e d 

‘Veer Parivar App’, 
a mobile application 
for families of CRPF 
personnel killed in 
the line of duty. The 
app was launched 
after the President paid his tributes to the fallen troops at 
the National Police Memorial in Delhi on the occasion of 
the CRPF's 'Valour Day'.
Key Highlights 

 # The application will act as an interface between the 
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) authorities and 
the next of kin of the slain personnel. 

 # It will render all assistance to the families of the 
martyred CRPF personnel with regard to issuance 
of ex gratia, pensionary benefits and all information 
regarding the welfare schemes introduced for them by 
the government.

 # The assistance will be provided to the families on a 
real-time basis. The CRPF headquarters in Delhi and 
various group centres across the country will respond 
to these issues.

 # The Android-based app will be installed 
by the force's officials securely on the 
phone of the families and will not be 
available over the app stores. 

Top Cabinet Approval:       17 Apr' 19

The Cabinet has given retrospective approval to 
the Memorandum of Understanding between the 
traditional methods of medicine and cooperation 

between India and Bolivia in the field of Homeopathy. The 
Memorandum of Understanding was signed in Bolivia 
on March 2019. The Memorandum of Understanding 
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will formulate a framework of cooperation between 
the two countries to promote traditional methods of 
medicine and homeopathy and it will prove beneficial 
for both countries.

 # This will promote the promotion of traditional methods 
of medicine and homeopathy in Bolivia and promote 
the importance of Ayush (Ayurveda, Yoga, Greek, 
Siddha and Homeopathy) in Bolivia. 

 # The Union Cabinet has given retrospective approval to the 
MoU signed between India and Bolivia for cooperation 
in the fields of geology and mineral resources. The 
Memorandum of Understanding was signed in Bolivia on 
March 2019. Memorandum will provide an institutional 
mechanism for cooperation between India and Bolivia in 
the field of mineral resources.

 # The Memorandum of Understanding will encourage 
promoting technology transfer between the two 
countries, promoting value addition, through 
exchange of information about resources, law and 
policy, organizing seminars for exchange of ideas 
about development strategy, thereby facilitating 
documentation and dissemination etc. will help.

 # Under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the Cabinet approved a Memorandum of 
Understanding between India and Cambodia for 
cooperation in the field of communications. The 
Memorandum of Understanding was signed in 
Cambodia in March 2019. This Memorandum will 
help to strengthen mutual understanding and bilateral 
cooperation between India and Cambodia in the 
communications sector.

 # In the chairmanship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
the Central Cabinet constituted the Vice-Comptroller 
and Comptroller (Coordination, Communication and 
Information System) in the office of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General of India, with the creation of a 
post (with the termination of the post of an STS level) 
in the pay scale level 17 Approved

 # Under the coordination between the Deputy 
Accountant General and the State Accounts Officers, 
the Department of Telecommunications and the Indian 
Accounting Department (IA & AD) will inspect the 
various information systems (IS) initiatives. About 
21 lakh rupees will be spent on the creation of this 
post.

 # Under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
has approved the extension of new urea policy-2015 
for existing gas based urea units to the next orders 

from April 1, 2019, in view of the proposal of fertilizer 
department. 

 # This approval does not apply to those 
provisions which have already been 
amended through notification of 28 
March 2018. This step will help the 
farmers to continue their regular 
supply of urea and its operation.

CbSE to allow visual aids for disabled 
kids       18 Apr' 19

The CBSE 
students, from 
2020, will 

be allowed to use 
magnifying glasses 
and portable video 
magnifiers during 
the Class X final 
examination. CBSE, 
notifying the exemption said, “Alternative-type questions 
will be provided in lieu of questions having visual inputs for 
visually impaired candidates in social science. With effect 
from 2020, in lieu of large-font question papers, candidates 
will be allowed to use magnifying glasses/ portable video 
magnifiers.” 
The CBSE affiliated schools have been directed to ensure 
that premises are disabled friendly by 2020 with all the 
educational institutions, including hostels, 
libraries and laboratories to have barrier-
free access. Also the schools have been 
directed not to deny admission to children 
with special needs in mainstream education.

Govt approves cooperation 
agreement between India, Denmark 
in renewable energy       19 Apr' 19

The central 
government 
gave its 

approval for 
a cooperation 
agreement between 
India and Denmark 
on strategic sector 
cooperation in the 
field of renewable energy with a focus on offshore wind 
energy and a letter of intent to establish an Indo-Danish 
Centre of Excellence for renewable energy in India. The 

Former IAS officer Shah Faesal has launched his political party ‘Jammu and Kashmir Peoples' 
Movement’.
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Indian Navy warships to take part in 

Chinese fleet review       19 Apr' 19

Two Indian 
battle ships, 
including the 

biggest indigenously 
built stealth destroyer 
INS Kolkata, have 
arrived at the port 
city of Qingdao 
to take part in the 
Chinese Navy's fleet review while the Pakistan naval ships 
will be conspicuous by their absence at the event.
China's People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) is 
celebrating its 70th founding anniversary on April 23 with 
a grand fleet review. Ten countries, including India, Russia, 
Thailand and Vietnam, will deploy 20 vessels to join a 
naval parade.
INS Kolkata, which is the first of a new class of three 
destroyers built by India, is accompanied by tanker INS 
Shakti, a fleet support ship, to take part in the event.  
However, PLAN's naval fleet review will be held without 
the ships from its closest ally Pakistan. Though there is no 
official announcement, official sources told 
news agency PTI that no Pakistan ships are 
expected to take part in the fleet review. 
Instead, Pakistan navy will be represented 
by a high-level delegation at the Qingdao 
celebrations being held from April 21-26.

Jaideep Sarkar appointed High 
Commissioner to South Africa 

20 Apr' 19

Se a s o n e d 
d i p l o m a t 
Jaideep Sarkar 

has been appointed 
as India's next High 
Commissioner to 
South Africa. Sarkar, 
a 1987-batch Indian 
Foreign Service 
official, is currently 
serving as India's ambassador in Bhutan. He served in 
Indian Missions in Tokyo, Seoul and Bangladesh as well. 
Sarkar also worked in the Ministry of Finance from 1992-
1996 dealing with economic relations with European 
Union member countries. In 2004, Sarkar joined the Prime 

cooperation agreement was signed here in March 2019. 
The objective of the agreement is to promote cooperation 
between the two countries in the field of renewable energy 
with a special focus on off-shore wind.
The areas of cooperation would include technical capacity 
building for management of off!shore wind projects, 
measures to develop and sustain a highly efficient wind 
industry, onshore as well as offshore, measures to ensure 
high quality of wind turbines, components, and certification 
requirements' forecasting and scheduling of off-shore wind.
The Indo-Danish Centre of Excellence in Integrated 
Renewable Power would work on renewable energy 
resource assessments with a focus on onshore and offshore 
wind, hybridisation of wind, solar, hydro 
and storage technologies, integration 
of renewable energy inch-high level of 
wind energy, testing and research and 
development, and skill development and 
capacity building.

India ranked 140 in World Press 
Freedom Index 2019       19 Apr' 19

The Reporters 
W i t h o u t 
Borders (RSF) 

released the World 
Press Freedom Index 
2019, reflecting 
growing animosity 
towards journalists.
India’s rank in the 
World Press Freedom Index 2019 dropped down to 140th 
from 138th in 2018, two points below the previous year.
As per the Index, one of the most striking features of the 
current state of press freedom in India is violence against 
journalists including police violence, attacks by Maoist 
fighters, criminal groups and corrupt politicians. At least 
six Indian journalists were killed on duty in 2018.
The year 2018 witnessed a surge in attacks against 
journalists by supporters of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in the run-up to Indian General Elections 2019. The 
previous year also witnessed the emergence of #MeToo 
movement in India that exposed many cases of sexual 
harassment to which women reporters have been subjected. 
The media coverage in the sensitive regions 
like Kashmir continues to be very difficult. 
Even the entry of foreign reporters is 
prohibited in Kashmir and the Internet is 
often disconnected there.

Padmaja has been appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to Fiji.
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Minister's Office as a director and dealt with a number 
of ministries including the MEA, Finance and Planning. 
Before taking over as Ambassador of India to Bhutan, 
Sarkar was India's Ambassador to Israel 
from October 2012 to January 2016.
The government also appointed Suhel Ajaz 
Khan, presently serving as India's Deputy 
Chief of Mission in Saudi Arabia, as next 
Ambassador to Lebanon.

Launch of Yard 12706       20 Apr' 19

Ad m i r a l 
Sunil Lanba 
P V S M , 

AVSM, ADC Chief 
of the Naval Staff 
launched the third 
ship of Project 15B, 
Guided Missile 
Destroyer Imphal, 
(20 April 2019) at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited, 
Mumbai. This launch marks yet another significant 
milestone in the annals of the indigenous warship design 
and construction programme of India. With a launch weight 
of 3,037 tonnes, the vessel made its first contact with 
water at 1220 Hours with full fanfare during the launching 
ceremony. In keeping with maritime traditions, Smt Reena 
Lanba, President NWWA, broke a coconut on the ship’s 
bow and launched the ship, as invocation from the Atharva 
Veda was being rendered.
Project 15B ships feature cutting edge advanced technology 
and are comparable to the best ships of similar class 
anywhere in the world. These ships have been designed 
indigenously by the Indian Navy’s Directorate of Naval 
Design, New Delhi. Each ship spans 163 metres in length 
and 17.4 metres at beam and displaces 7,300 tonnes. These 
ships will be propelled by four gas turbines to achieve speed 
in excess of 30 knots. The P15B destroyers incorporate new 
design concepts for improved survivability, sea keeping, 

stealth and manoeuvrability. Enhanced 
stealth features have been achieved 
through shaping of hull and use of radar 
transparent deck fittings which make these 
ships difficult to detect. P15B ships will be 
equipped to carry and operate two multiple 
role helicopters.

Curtain Raiser - Naval Commanders’ 
Conference 2019/1       20 Apr' 19

The first edition of Naval Commanders’ Conference 
of 2019 is scheduled at New Delhi from 23 to 
25 April 2019. The conference is the apex forum 

within the Service for interaction between the Naval 
Commanders. The Chief of the Naval Staff, with the 
Commanders-in-Chief, will review major operational, 
materiel, logistics, HR, training and administrative 
activities undertaken during the previous six months and 
deliberate upon the course to be steered in the ensuing six 
months.
The Conference assumes greater significance in the 
backdrop of Pulwama associated events that have brought 
country’s defence under sharper focus and will provide the 
higher naval leadership a forum to discuss the emerging 
challenges in the maritime domain and fine tune the 
strategies for responding to the evolving geo-strategic 
environment.
The Hon’ble Raksha Mantri is scheduled to address the 
Naval Commanders on the opening day and interact 
with them. The conference also serves as a platform for 
institutionalised interaction of Naval Commanders with 
senior Government Officials.
Interaction with Chiefs of Indian Army and Indian Air 
Force during the conference would be utilised to analyse 
the operational environment, deliberate on 
Tri-Service synergy and readiness to deter 
and neutralise threats aimed at the country’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Popular Indian fashion designer Ritu Beri has been appointed as the Cultural and Tourism 
Ambassador of Uzbekistan.
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CbSE to introduce AI, yoga as new 
subjects      26 Mar' 19

The Union Health Ministry notified the new Drugs 
and Clinical Trials Rules, 2019 to promote clinical 
research in the country. The rules reduce the time for 

approving applications to 30 days for drugs manufactured in 
India and 90 days for those developed outside the country.
The key aim is to promote clinical research in India, have 
predictable, transparent and effective regulations for such 
trials and also make faster accessibility of new drugs to 
the Indian population. The new rules will apply to clinical 
trial, bio-availability or bio-equivalence study, new drugs 
and regulation of ethics committee relating to clinical trial 
and biomedical health research.
These rules provide for the disposal of 
clinical trial applications by way of approval 
or rejection or seeking further information 
within 30 days for drugs manufactured 
in India and 90 days for drugs developed 
outside India.

Island protection zone (IPZ) 2019 
notification for Andaman and 

Nicobar      28 Mar' 19

The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change recently notified Island Protection 
Zone (IPZ) 2019 for Andaman and Nicobar. Changes 

in Island Protection Zone rules are aligned with the Niti 
Aayog's proposal for holistic development in the Islands.
It brings the norms for Andaman and Nicobar at par with 
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 2018 norms for other 
islands close to the mainland and backwater islands where 
a No Development Zone (NDZ)is only 20 meters from high 
tide line.

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Island protection zone for 
Andaman and Nicobar

Google and Apple banned 
Tik Tok app

Suspension of  LOC trade 
between J & K and PoJK

International Day of Forests is observed on 21st March. 

Union Health Ministry reviews 
preparedness on West Nile Fever in 

Kerala      21 Mar' 19

The Union 
M i n i s t r y 
of Health 

& Family Welfare 
reviewed the current 
situation and state 
preparedness to deal 
with West Nile Virus 
Fever in Mallapuram 
district of Kerala along with the officials from National 
Centre for Disease Control (NCDC). A seven year old boy 
from Malappuram District of Kerala has been detected 
suffering from a West Nile Virus (WNV), a mosquito-
borne disease, mostly reported in the continental United 
States. 
The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
is closely monitoring the situation and has extended 
support to Kerala in prevention and management 
of West Nile Virus. Currently, there are no reports 
available for spread of Nile Virus in other parts of the 
country.
The Ministry advised the Kerala Government to follow 
the National Vector Borne Disease Control Program 
(NVBDCP) guidelines of personal protective measures to 
prevent mosquito bites. The Ministry also recommended 
vector surveillance and control to be carried out in the 
state in coordination with NVBDCP.  All 
cases of Japanese Encephalitis (JE), Acute 
Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) need to be 
investigated as per guidelines of JE/AES 
and these cases need to be tested for West 
Nile Virus.
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Scheme, 2014.  
Judgement was given 
by a bench comprising 
CJI Ranjan Gogoi, 
Justice Deepak Gupta 
and Justice Sanjiv 
Khanna.
Earlier Kerala High 
Court had asked 
Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) to 
give pension to all employees on the basis of their 
full salary rather than capping the figure on which 
contribution is calculated at a maximum of Rs 15,000 
per month.
EPFO amended the act on September 1, 2014 to increase 
the contribution to 8.33% of a maximum of Rs 15,000. 
The amendment reduced the pension of many employees. 
Kerala high court set aside the September 
1, 2014 amendment and reinstated the 
old system of calculating the pensionable 
salary as the average of the last one year's 
monthly salary.

West bengal treats only 49 percent 
waste water      05 Apr' 19

The National 
G r e e n 
T r i b u n a l 

has directed the 
West Bengal state 
government to submit 
a quarterly report 
on the issue of solid 
waste management. 
According to the green panel, the state only treats 49 
percent of the wastewater before dumping it into the Ganga 
River.  The ruling was made by a bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel. The bench noted 
that about 90 percent of municipal solid waste generated in 
Bengal is being dumped in the open every day in violation of 
statutory pollution laws.
The tribunal noted that West Bengal generates 1,311 
million litres a day (mld) of wastewater and while 34 
sewage treatment plants have a total installed capacity 
of 457 mld, their actual utilisation is only 
214 mld, which is only 49 percent. The 
tribunal directed the state government to 
notify at least three major cities, towns and 
panchayats as model cities, towns, villages 
in every district within two weeks.

Eco-tourism projects about 20 meters away from the 
high tide line (HTL) in small sized islands like Baratang, 
Havelock, and Car Nicobar are allowed. If islands are large 
in size, eco-tourism 50 meters from the HTL is permitted. 
It allows for eco-tourism activities like mangrove walks, 
tree huts and nature trails in island coastal regulation 
zone(ICRZ). The notification also allows 
for construction of roads, roads on stilts 
by reclaiming land in exceptional cases 
for defence installations, public utilities or 
strategic purposes in eco-sensitive zones.

Tripura second in country in child 
marriage: Report      30 Mar' 19

Ac c o r d i n g 
to a new 
international 

study on childhood 
poverty, the 
northeastern state 
of Tripura occupies 
the second position 
in India in terms of 
child marriages among girls between the age of 15 and 19 
years. The study titled ‘Young lives’, quoting data from 
the National Family Health Survey (2015-16), reveals 
that over 80 percent of total child marriages in the state 
take place in rural areas of three districts. The study is a 
collaborative research project coordinated by a team based 
at the University of Oxford.
According to the study, Tripura occupies the second position 
with respect to highest prevalence of child marriage among 
girls aged between 15 and 19 years at 21.6 per cent, which is 
significantly higher than the national average of 11.9 per cent.
The study found four districts of Tripura in the list of top 100 
districts of the country, which have the highest prevalence 
of child marriages. The report revealed that Tripura’s Dhalai 
district had 24.7 per cent prevalence of child 
marriages, which was the highest in the state. 
The other districts with a high prevalence of 
child marriage include South Tripura, North 
Tripura and West Tripura.

Supreme Court upholds HC 
Judgment for higher pension 

02 Apr' 19

Supreme Court has dismissed the Special Leave Petition 
(SLP), filed against a Kerala High Court Judgment 
setting aside Employee's Pension (Amendment) 

American mathematician Karen Uhlenbeck has been awarded with the Abel Prize.
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International seminar on “Sanskrit: a common treasure for India and Nepal” was held in Kathmandu, 

Nepal.

Google & Apple block TikTok App 
after Madras HC refused to lift ban      

16 Apr' 19

Google and 
A p p l e 
b l o c k e d 

the access to highly 
popular Chinese 
video app 'TikTok' 
on their app stores 
following the refusal 
of the Madras High 
Court to lift the ban imposed on the app. The app is now 
not available for download on the Google Play Store and 
Apple App Store.
The Madras High Court did not accept the request of the 
Bytedance Technology Pvt Ltd, the marketer of TikTok app 
in India, to suspend the ban. However, the court appointed 
Senior Advocate Arvind P Datar as amicus curiae to assist 
the Court in upcoming proceedings, a move that was 
welcomed by the company.
Earlier, the high court had asked the Central Government 
to ban TikTok, claiming it encouraged 
pornography and made child users 
vulnerable to sexual offenders. The ruling 
came after an individual filed a Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) calling for a ban.

Marshal Arjan Singh Memorial 
International Hockey Tournament      

16 Apr' 19

2nd Marshal 
Arjan Singh 
M e m o r i a l 

International Hockey 
Tournament is being 
organised by Air 
Force Sports Control 
Board at Astro Turf 
Hockey Ground, 3 
Base Repair Depot, Air Force Chandigarh from 16 April 
to 25 April 2019. The conduct of this Hockey Tournament 
is a befitting tribute to the legend and way to express our 
gratitude towards his contribution to the nation.
The Opening Ceremony was held on 16 April 2019 at Astro 
Turf Hockey Ground, 3 BRD AF Chandigarh. Air Marshal 
RKS Shera AVSM VSM,

Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Maintenance Command 
as the Chief Guest and declared the tournament open.        
First match was played between Indian Air Force and 
Sri Lankan Air Force.  IAF won the match 3 -1. Leading 
Aircraftsman Damanjit Singh scored 03 goals for Indian 
Air Force and Lahlru Weerasoorlya scored 
the solitary goal for Sri Lankan Air Force. 
Second match was played between Integral 
Coach Factory (ICF) Chennai and Central 
Industrial Security Force (CISF). ICF 
Chennai won the match 6-2.

Home Expo India 2019 begins 
17 Apr' 19

The 8th edition 
of HOME 
EXPO INDIA 

2019 opened at 
India Expo Centre 
and Mart, Greater 
Noida. The three-day 
exhibition has been 
organized by the 
Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH). Select 
exhibitors, premium products and invited buyers are the 
attention of this year’s home expo. Buyers from more than 
50 countries including USA, Europe, Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, UAE, Lebanon, Iran, Nigeria, Ghana, 
South Africa, Vietnam and Romania will be visiting the 
home expo.
Home Expo India covers sectors with maximum thrust 
and growth potential in home décor, furnishing, furniture, 
flooring, and textiles. About 500 companies in permanent 
marts will be exhibiting their collection under these 
categories at the state of the art India Expo Centre & Mart 
from 16 – 18 April, 2019.
During Home Expo India, a thematic display of the North 
Eastern region and other artisans will also attract the visitors. 
Exports of furniture and accessories grew by about 27.13%, 
houseware and decorative 15.19%, home furnishing, flooring 
and home textiles 6.3% last year. Handicrafts exports during 
the year 2018-19 was Rs. 26,590.25 crores [prov.] registering 
a growth of 15.46% over the previous year.
EPCH is the nodal export promotion 
body for handicrafts in India and plays 
an important role with the main objective 
of boosting trade in handicrafts and also 
projects India’s image in the global market 
as a reliable supplier.
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Suspension of LoC Trade between 
J&K and PoJK      18 Apr' 19

MHA has issued orders to suspend the LoC trade 
in Jammu & Kashmir w.e.f 19-04-2019. This 
action has been taken as the Government of India 

has been receiving reports that the Cross LoC trade routes 
are being misused by the Pakistan based elements for 
funnelling illegal weapons, narcotics and fake currency etc.
It may be recalled that the LoC trade is meant to facilitate 
exchange of goods of common use between local 
populations across the LoC in Jammu & Kashmir. The trade 
is allowed through two Trade Facilitation Centres located at 
Salamabad, Uri, District Baramulla and Chakkan-da-Bagh, 
District Poonch. The trade takes place four days a week. 
The Trade is based on Barter system and zero duty basis.
However, reports have been received that the LoC trade is 
being misused on very large scale. It has been revealed that 
the trade has changed its character to mostly third party trade 
and products from other regions, including foreign countries, 
are finding their way through this route. Unscrupulous and 
anti national elements are using the route as a conduit for 
Hawala money, drugs and weapons, under the garb of this 
trade. During the ongoing investigations of certain cases by 
NIA, it has been brought out that a significant number of 
trading concerns engaged in LoC trade are being operated by 
persons closely associated with banned terrorist organizations 
involved in fuelling terrorism/separatism. Investigations 
have further revealed that some individuals, who have 
crossed over to Pakistan, and joined militant 
organizations have opened trading firms in 
Pakistan. These trading firms are under the 
control of militant organizations and are 
engaged in LoC trade.

Madras High Court upholds 
President’s decision to cancel vellore 

poll      19 Apr' 19

The Madras 
High Court, 
at a special 

sitting on Wednesday, 
dismissed two writ 
petitions filed against 
the President’s 
decision to rescind 
the poll notification 
for the Vellore parliamentary constituency in the wake of 
complaints of large-scale distribution of cash to voters.

Justices S. Manikumar and Subramonium Prasad rejected 
identical writ petitions filed by AIADMK candidate A.C. 
Shanmugam (of the New Justice Party) and independent 
candidate K. Sugumar, who sought a direction to the 
Election Commission (EC) to conduct polls for the Vellore 
constituency along with 38 others in the State.
The judges rejected the petitioners’ contention that the 
Constitution does not confer upon the President any power 
to countermand an election and, therefore, 
a gazette notification issued by the Union 
Ministry of Law and Justice on Tuesday 
notifying the decision of the President 
to rescind the poll notification should be 
declared ultra vires.

Inauguration of Free Medical Camp 
at Swarna bharat Trust, Hyedrabad      

20 Apr' 19

The Vice 
President of 
India, Shri M. 

Venkaiah Naidu has 
urged the medical 
fraternity to create 
awareness among the 
people, particularly 
the youth, on the 
dangers posed by changing lifestyles.  Shri Naidu, after 
inaugurating a free Medical Camp at Swarna Bharat Trust, 
in Hyderabad, expressed his concern over the rising trend 
of non-communicable diseases and urged people to avoid 
sedentary lifestyle and unhealthy dietary habits.
Stressing the need for building a healthy nation, the Vice 
President said that the spread of non-communicable 
diseases, unequal access to healthcare and rising costs 
were the major challenges in the healthcare sector. Calling 
for concerted efforts to remedy the situation, he said all 
stakeholders, including NGOs, government agencies, 
hospitals and doctors should join hands right from the 
community level in this regard.
The urban-rural gap in providing modern healthcare 
facilities to be bridged and urged the private sector to 
supplement the efforts of the governments 
in catering to the rural population. Pointing 
out that hospitals in rural areas were facing 
shortage in terms of infrastructure and 
human resource, a mandatory rural service 
for young doctors after passing out of the 
college.
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Government has appointed Vice Admiral Karambir Singh as next Chief of the Naval Staff with effect 
from May 31, 2019.

Exercise Al Nagah-
III Closing Ceremony 

Done

Netanyahu set for Record 
Fifth Term of  Prime 

Minister

India to be Guest Of  
Honour country at ADIBF 

2019

Africa- India Field Training 
Exercise-2019      22 Mar' 19

Af r i ca - Ind ia 
Field Training 
E x e r c i s e , 

A F I N D E X - 1 9 
commenced at Pune, a 
number of activities in 
planning and conduct 
of Humanitarian 
Mine Assistance were 
undertaken by all 18 
participating nations. The activities includes demonstrations 
and training on establishing & functioning of Mine Action 
Center, identification and survey of contaminated areas, 
mechanical and manual demining, disposal of improvised 
explosives devices and air causality disposal.

The exercise focused on exchange of best practices amongst 
the participating nations, team building and tactical level 
operations in conduct of Humanitarian Mine Assistance 
and Peace Keeping operations based on the guidelines 
issued by the United Nations.  17 African nations i.e. Benin, 
Botswana, Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, 
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe, three observers 
African nations i.e. Rwanda, Congo and Madagascar along 
with India are participating in the inaugural Africa-India 
Field Training Exercise.

AFINDEX-19 will go a long way in 
further cementing relationship amongst the 
nations and will act as a catalyst in bringing 
synergy and cooperation while undertaking 
such operations under the United Nations 
mandate.

Kazakhstan renames capital Nur-
Sultan      22 Mar' 19

Kazakhstan has 
renamed its 

capital Nur-Sultan, 
in honour of the 
country’s longtime 
leader who resigned 
this week. The order 
to change the city’s 
name from Astana 
was issued by the 
interim president, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, who took 
power after Nursultan Nazarbayev resigned.
The resignation came weeks after he dismissed the 
government. In 1997, Nazarbayev 
moved the capital from Almaty, turning a 
provincial town noted for severe winters 
into a showcase of modernist architecture, 
including an observation tower where 
visitors are invited to touch a handprint of 
the leader.

MDWS marks World Water Day with 
water management workshop 

23 Mar' 19

On the occasion of World Water Day, the Ministry 
of Drinking Water and Sanitation  organised a 
two day National Workshop on Management 

of Grey Water in Rural Areas and Arsenic and Fluoride 
Remediation (March 21, 22) in collaboration with Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT)  Madras with support from 
UNICEF India.  The plenary session of the Workshop was 
addressed by Shri Parameswaran Iyer, Secretary, Ministry 
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33rd edition of the India-Indonesia Coordinated Patrol (IND-INDO CORPAT) has been started at 

Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

of Drinking Water and Sanitation and Director, IIT 
Madras Prof Bhaskar Ramamurthy. Highlights of the first 
day and proceeding of the second day of the Workshop 
are as under.

After achieving good sanitation coverage under Swachh 
Bharat Mission, the country is transiting from ODF 
(Open Defecation Free) to ODF+ status and to sustain 
ODF status. Significant research and technology inputs 
are required to have standards for grey water discharge, 
and local level manageable low cost solutions for its 
management. The workshop included discussions 
on the need for integration of policy, research, and 
technology and skill development for effective grey 
water management in rural areas. 
The session on greywater policy discussed the 
international and national and policies on grey water and 
its relevance to Indian context. Emphasis was made on 
setting standards for grey water reuse for agriculture and 
groundwater recharge.
Various technologies, ranging from a simple soak pits, 
phytoremediation to membrane based grey 
water treatment were discussed. It was 
emphasised that the technologies to be 
adopted in rural areas need to be simple, 
require less skill level for construction, 
operation and maintenance.

Exercise Al Nagah – III 2019 
validation and Closing Ceremony      

25 Mar' 19

The third 
edition of 
joint military 

training exercise 
between Indian Army 
and Royal Oman 
Army, Exercise 
AL NAGAH 2019 
concluded at Jabel AI 
Akhdar training camp, 
Oman on 25 March 2019. Closing ceremony witnessed 
final validation by observer delegation group of both the 
nations. Indian side was represented by HE Mr Munu 
Mahawar, Indian Ambassador to Oman and Major General 
A K Samantara. Royal Oman Army was represented by 
Major General Matar Bin Salim Bin Rashid Al Balushi and 
many senior officials. Contingent commanders of both the 
contingent briefed the delegation on the progress of the 
exercise. The   two-week long exercise had commenced on 

12 March 2019.  60 Soldiers of Indian Army took part in 
the exercise alongwith similar strength of pers from Royal 
Army of Oman. 
Both sides jointly planned and executed a series of well-
developed tactical operations based on scenarios that are 
likely to be encountered in semi-urban and mountainous 
terrain.  Commanders at various levels from both sides 
were exercised to work in close coordination to receive 
and collate information, jointly plan operations and issue 
suitable order to respective components.  Subject experts 
from both the contingents also held in-depth discussions on 
various facets of counter insurgency and counter terrorist 
operations.
Exercise AL NAGAH will go a long way in 
further cementing relationship between the 
nations and will act as a catalyst in bringing 
synergy and cooperation while undertaking 
such operations under the United Nations 
mandate.

India-US sign pact for exchange of 
reports to check tax evasion by MNCs       

26 Mar' 19

India and the US 
signed an Inter-
G o v e r n m e n t a l 

Agreement for 
exchange of Country-
by-Country (CbC) 
reports of multinational 
companies regarding 
income allocation and 
taxes paid to help check cross-border tax evasion. 
This agreement for exchange of CbC reports, along with 
the Bilateral Competent Authority Arrangement, will 
enable both the countries to automatically exchange CbC 
reports filed by the ultimate parent entities of multinational 
enterprises (MNEs) in the respective jurisdictions, 
pertaining to the years commencing on or after January 1, 
2016. 
It would also obviate the need for Indian subsidiary 
companies of US multinationals to do local filing of the 
CbC reports, thereby reducing the compliance burden. 
The agreement was signed by Central Board of Direct 
Taxes Chairman P C Mody and US' 
ambassador to India Kenneth Juster.  
India has already signed the Multilateral 
Competent Authority Agreement (MCAA) 
for exchange of CbC reports, which has 
enabled exchange with 62 jurisdictions. 
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Kazakhstan's parliament voted to rename the country's capital Astana as Nursultan in honour of 

Nursultan Nazarbayev.

Coffee board Activates blockchain 
based Marketplace in India 

28 Mar' 19

Co m m e r c e 
S e c r e t a r y , 
D r . A n u p 

Wadhawan, launched 
blockchain based 
coffee e-marketplace 
through video 
conferencing in New 
Delhi. This pilot 
project will help integrate the farmers with markets in a 
transparent manner and lead to realisation of fair price for 
the coffee producer. The blockchain will also reduce the 
number of layers between coffee growers and buyers and 
help farmers double their income.

The project was activated simultaneously by Mr. Jose 
DausterSette, Executive Director,International Coffee 
Organisation’s (ICO) from Nairobi, Kenya. Rahul 
Chhabra, India’s High Commissioner to Kenya was also 
present.

India is the only country in the world where entire coffee 
is grown under shade, handpicked and sun dried. It 
produces one of the best coffees in the world, produced 
by small coffee growers, tribal farmers adjacent to 
National Parks and Wild Life Sanctuaries in the Western 
and Eastern Ghats, which are two of the major bio-
diversity hot spots in the world. Indian coffee is highly 
valued in the world market and sold as premium coffees. 
The share of farmers in the final returns from coffee is 
very meagre.

Blockchain based market place app for trading of 
Indian coffees is intended to bring in transparency in 
the trade of Indian coffee, maintain the traceability of 
Indian coffee from bean to cup so as the consumer tastes 
real Indian coffee and the grower is paid fairly for his 
coffee produced. This initiative will help in creating 
a brand image for Indian Coffee through traceability 
in reducing growers dependency an intermediaries by 
having a direct access to buyers for a fair price for their 
produce, in finding right coffee suppliers for exporters 
and within the stipulated time to meet 
the growing demands and in building a 
better trust and long term relationship 
due to increased visibility towards the 
traceability and transparency of the 
produce.

Royal Australian Navy Ships and 
Submarine at visakhapatnam to 

participate in AUSINDEX-19 
02 Apr' 19

Her Majesty's 
A u s t r a l i a n 
S h i p s 

(HMAS) Canberra 
(L02), a Landing 
Helicopter Dock, 
Newcastle(06)  and 
Pa r r ama t t a (154 ) , 
both frigates 
and Success(OR 304), a Durance-class multi-product 
replenishment oiler along with  HMAS Collins, a conventional 
submarine arrived Visakhapatnam to participate in the third 
edition of Australia – India Maritime Exercise, AUSINDEX 
on 02 Apr 19.  The bilateral maritime exercise is aimed to 
strengthen mutual cooperation and enhance interoperability 
between the Royal Australia Navy (RAN) and Indian Navy 
(IN) by providing opportunities for interaction and exchange 
of professional views between the personnel of the two 
navies. 
The third edition of AUSINDEX scheduled from 02 
to 14 April 19 would involve exercises in all three 
dimensions with focus on Anti-Submarine Warfare 
(ASW) and shall be held in three phases.  The harbour 
phase from 02 to 07 April at Visakhapatnam – ‘the City 
of Destiny’  shall witness professional interaction in the 
form of Subject Matter Expert Exchange (SMEE) for 
sharing best practises, cross deck visits in addition to 
sporting, social and cultural engagement.  Operational 
planning conferences towards the smooth conduct of 
the sea phase shall also be held during this period.  The 
sea phase from 07 to 11 April shall be held in the Bay 
of Bengal.  This shall be followed by a second harbour 
phase from 12 to 14 April during which debrief and 
setting up of goals for the next edition of AUSINDEX, 
which is likely to be hosted by Australia in 2021 – 
would be discussed.
The number and variety of units participating in the 
bilateral exercise is the highest till date from both navies 
and signifies the importance attached to 
the exercise by both countries while the 
enhanced complexity is indicative of the 
interoperability between the two navies.  
The current exercise will contribute 
towards consolidating bonds of friendship 
across the seas.
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The army has arrested President Omar al-Bashir. The 
Defense Minister said that an emergency is being imposed 
in the country for the next three months.

Main Point:

Execution continued for several months against Bashir, 
who has been handling the power of Sudan since 1989. The 
exhibition began in December after the Sudan government 
made three times the price of bread. People in Sudan are 
battling inflation. Meanwhile, the main group, which 
organized the demonstrations, has called for continued 
performance on April 11, 2019 despite the coup. Omar al-
Bashir is accused of carrying out massacre of citizens. They 
are accused of organizing war crimes and human rights 
violations in Darfur, the western suburbs of Sudan. There 
is a case against them in the international court too. Under 
his leadership Sudan's economy, which has struggled for 
years, has also become dismal.

The army will restore power to the demolished system in 
the country after assuming office for two years. After this, 
the presidential election will be held. Until the election, the 
military council will take over the power of the country.

Sudan

Sudan, officially the Republic of Sudan, is a country located 
in North East Africa. It is the largest country in Africa and 
the Arab world, apart from this, it is the world's tenth largest 
country in terms of area. Its capital is Khartoum. Sudan is 
among the few countries in the world, where even today 
3000 BC settlements are defending their 
existence. The entire Sudanese economy, 
full of petroleum and crude oil as a natural 
resource, is currently one of the world's 
fastest growing economies. People's 
Republic of China and Russia are Sudan's 
biggest business partners.

India, ASEAN vow to step up ties in 
maritime sector, boost connectivity      

15 Apr' 19

India and ASEAN 
have resolved 
to strengthen 

ties by deepening 
cooperation in the 
maritime sector 
and boosting 
connectivity. The 

Israel election: Netanyahu set for 
record fifth term      11 Apr' 19

Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has 

managed to hold on to 
power, winning what 
will be a record fifth 
term in office despite 
a bruising reelection 
fight. The preliminary 
results from Israel’s election have Netanyahu’s right-wing 
Likud party getting 35 seats out of a total 120 seats in the 
Knesset (Israel’s parliament). While Likud didn’t win an 
outright majority of seats, that’s typical in Israeli elections.
Party leaders generally become prime ministers by 
cobbling together a parliamentary majority with the 
help of smaller parties. In this case, a group of smaller 
right-wing parties expected to back Netanyahu seems 
to have captured 65 seats, enough to give him a 10-
seat majority over the rival center-left bloc (the exact 
numbers could change as the remaining two percent of 
votes are tallied).
Netanyahu is now set to be the longest-serving prime 
minister in Israeli history — even longer than David Ben-
Gurion, the country’s first prime minister, 
who’s often described as “Israel’s George 
Washington.” And the ramifications of his 
fifth term could be enormous, for both the 
health of Israeli democracy and the fate of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

End of 30 years of rule in Sudan, 
Emergency applies      12 Apr' 19

Ac c o r d i n g 
to Sudan's 
d e f e n s e 

minister, the 
army has arrested 
President Omar 
al-Bashir. In his 
message on the 
official TV, the 
Defense Minister 
said that an emergency is being imposed in the country 
for the next three months. President of Omar al-Bashir in 
the African country Sudan, the 30-year long rule ended on 
April 11, 2019. Senna forced President Omar al-Bashir to 
resign after 30 years of rule.

India has been ranked 76th on a World Economic Forum’ Global Energy Transition Index. 
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The Indian Pavilion will host Indian writers, authors and 
literary scholars who will serve as ambassadors for the 
literature and art of their country.
Undersecretary of Department of Culture and Tourism Abu 
Dhabi, Saif Saeed Ghobash said, India’s selection as the 
Guest of Honour at the book fair underscores the deep ties 
between India and the Arab world and the long-standing 
UAE-India relationship. India’s power is not limited to its 
economy or its universally admired film industry, there 
is great strength in its cultural output, boasting as it does 
some 16,000-plus publishers.
The book fair will celebrate India, with its authentic 
culture, arts, heritage and knowledge-based 
traditions. The strengthening ties between 
the two countries once again get reflected 
in India being selected as the Guest of 
Honour at the prestigious 29th Abu Dhabi 
International Book Fair.

bhutan to introduce bbIN ratification 
bill in upper senate      17 Apr' 19

The Bhutan government has decided to send the 
bill for ratification of the Bangladesh-Bhutan-
India-Nepal (BBIN) initiative for road and rail 

connectivity to its upper senate.
The BBIN is a big initiative in the region, which is aimed 
at improving rail and road connectivity in the region. The 
agreement for the initiative – the BBIN Motor Vehicle 
Agreement -was signed by the four member nations in 
June 2015. However, only Bangladesh, India and Nepal 
have implemented the agreement, Bhutan is yet to accord 
its ratification of the agreement.
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has been providing 
technical, advisory, and financial support to the BBIN 
MVA initiative as part of its assistance to the South Asia 
Sub-regional Economic Cooperation 
(SASEC) program, which is a project-
based economic cooperation initiative that 
brings together the BBIN countries as well 
as Maldives, Sri Lanka and Myanmar.

TIME’s 100 most Influential People 
list released      18 Apr' 19

The TIME’s 100 Most Influential People-2019 list 
was released naming the world's most influential 
pioneers, artists, leaders, titans and icons of the year. 

Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani, public-
interest litigators Arundhati Katju and Menaka Guruswamy, 

Former Maharashtra badminton player Ramesh Nabar died. He was 69. 

two sides made the affirmations at the 21st ASEAN-India 
Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM).
The meeting was co-chaired by Vijay Thakur Singh, 
SOM Leader and Secretary (East), Ministry of External 
Affairs, and Busaya Mathelin, SOM Leader and Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Thailand. The 
ASEAN-India SOM reviewed the strategic partnership and 
its future direction.
It assessed the progress of cooperation under all three 
pillars -- political-security, economic and socio-cultural. 
The SOM leaders also exchanged views on regional and 
international issues of interest to ASEAN and India. They 
agreed to deepen maritime cooperation as decided at the 
ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit 2018. In this 
context, they proposed to undertake a variety of measures, 
including enhanced cooperation in the sub-sector of Blue 
Economy.
The two sides also discussed the ways and means to 
further deepen cooperation on financial matters as well 
as overall strengthening of the ASEAN Secretariat. The 
two sides also vowed to step up cooperation in renewable 
energy and hold an ASEAN-India Conference on 
Renewable Energy in 2019. The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI) and the ASEAN Centre for Energy 
(ACE) would be the co-partners for this 
project. The ASEAN-India partnership 
is being implemented through the “Plan 
of Action (2016-20) to implement the 
ASEAN-India Partnership for peace, 
progress and shared prosperity”.

India to be Guest of Honour country 
at ADIbF 2019      15 Apr' 19

UAE has 
announced 
that India 

will be the Guest 
of Honour country 
at the Abu Dhabi 
International Book 
Fair, ADIBF 2019, 
to be held from 
24th to 30th of this 
month. The fair aims to highlight the UAE’s rich heritage, 
showcasing its authenticity and modernity, as well as its 
cultural and literary output. India’s participation in the fair 
is expected to attract significant increase in the number of 
visitors with various events and activities which will be 
held throughout the entire duration of ADIBF.
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Public sector lender Bank of Baroda said it will develop an agri-digital platform called 'Baroda Kisan' 

in order to provide solutions for all major agricultural requirements.

who spearheaded a 
historic legal battle 
for LGBTQ rights in 
India, are among the 
Indians who have 
been included by 
TIME in its 100 most 
influential people in 
the world list.
The list includes Indian-American comedian and TV host 
Hasan Minhaj, US President Donald Trump, Pope Francis, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping, Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, iconic golfer Tiger Woods and Facebook 
founder Mark Zuckerberg.
Global highlights
The TIME 100 list also includes US President Donald 
Trump, Pope Francis, Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan, iconic golfer Tiger 
Woods and Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg , US 
Open winner Naomi Osaka, actor Mahershala Ali, Oscar-
winning actor Rami Malek, former first 
lady Michelle Obama, South Africa's 
President Cyril Ramaphosa, Oscar-winning 
singer and actor Lady Gaga, Abu Dhabi's 
Crown Prince Mohamed bin Zayed, Special 
counsel Robert Mueller and Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi.

Sri Lanka’s first satellite ‘Raavana 1’ 
launched      18 Apr' 19

Sri Lanka 
launched its 
first satellite 

‘Raavana-1’ into 
space from the Mid-
Atlantic Regional 
Spaceport at 
NASA’s Wallops 
Flight Facility on 
Virginia’s East Shore. 
The satellite, which weighs around 1.05 kg, will have the 
lifespan of around one and a half years.
The launch marks Sri Lanka’s entry into the global space 
race. The satellite was designed and built at the Kyushu 
Institute of Technology in Japan by two Sri Lankan research 
engineers.
Its camera mission is to take pictures of Sri Lanka and its 
neighbouring countries. Its Lora Demonstration Mission is 
to validate the module to be used to data download next 

satellites.  The Attitude Determination and 
Control Mission of ‘Ravaana 1’ will involve 
the team trying to reduce the angular 
velocity of the satellite using magnetic 
torquers.

Paralympics medallist Deepa Malik 
wins New Zealand PM's Sir Edmund 

Hillary Fellowship      18 Apr' 19

Rio Paralympics 
silver medallist 
Deepa Malik 

has been named as 
the recipient of the 
New Zealand Prime 
Minister’s Sir Edmund 
Hillary Fellowship for 
2019. The first Indian 
woman to earn a medal at the Paralympic Games, 
Deepa has won 58 national and 23 international 
medals. A recipient of the Padma Shri and Arjuna 
Award, she has entered the Limca Book of World 
Records four times.
As a Sir Edmund Hillary Prime Minister’s Fellow for New 
Zealand, Deepa will travel to New Zealand and meet with 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, undertake a series of visits 
to Paralympic sporting organisations, and engage with Kiwi 
athletes, students and the media as well as New Zealand’s 
significant Indian Diaspora community.
The Fellowship Program has been running since 2008, 
which aims to strengthen the relationship between India and 
New Zealand by showcasing the different 
aspects of the warm friendship between the 
two countries. NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh 
Kant was the recipient of this prestigious 
fellowship in 2017.

Mali prime minister resigns 
19 Apr' 19

Four weeks 
after a 
brutal attack 

on a village in 
central Mali, the 
government led by 
Soumeylou Boubeye 
Maiga offered their 
resignations to the 
country's president Ibrahim Boubacar Keita.
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Keita's office did not specify reasons for the Cabinet's 
resignation. However, the move comes a day after 
lawmakers discussed a possible motion of no confidence 
in the government, with Maiga's opponents criticizing the 
government for failing to disarm Islamist militias and to 
stem the violence in the Saharan nation.
Mali has been facing unrest since the 2012 rebellion by the 
Tuareg people and their jihadist allies. In response, France 
dispatched its troops to stem the uprising in 2013, leading 
to a peace deal in 2015. Both the outgoing 
prime minister Maiga and President Keita 
have made pledges to bring the remaining 
militants under control, but vast regions of 
the country remain volatile to this day.

NASA's First Female Astronaut 
Candidate, Jerrie Cobb, Dies at 88      

19 Apr' 19

NASA's first 
f e m a l e 
a s t r o n a u t 

candidate, pilot Jerrie 
Cobb, has died. Cobb 
died in Florida at 
age 88 last month. In 
1961, Cobb became 
the first woman to 
pass astronaut testing. Altogether, 13 women passed the 
arduous physical testing and became known as the Mercury 
13. But NASA already had its Mercury 7 astronauts, all test 
pilots and men. None of the Mercury 13 ever reached space.
Cobb served for decades as a humanitarian 
aid pilot in the Amazon jungle. She emerged 
in 1998 to make another pitch for space, as 
NASA prepared to launch John Glenn on 
shuttle Discovery at age 77. 

Malaysia to revive second major 
China-linked project      20 Apr' 19

Malaysia has resumed a China-backed rail link 
project,  after the Chinese contractor agreed to 
cut the construction cost by one third to 10.6 

billion US dollars. It will also take up a multibillion-dollar 
property and transportation project in Kuala Lumpur 
involving a Chinese state company, calling it a contribution 
to China's global "Belt and Road" infrastructure initiative. 
The two projects are expected to boost Malaysia's ties with 
China and add economic value.

The multibillion-
dollar Bandar 
Malaysia project 
is expected to cost 
around 140 billion 
ringgit ($33.8 
billion). The project, 
which is 40 percent 
owned by the 
government, will be developed with the same consortium 
partners, Malaysian developer Iskandar Waterfront 
Holdings and China Railway Engineering Corp.  The 500-
acre (202-hectare) project will boost urban development 
and serve as a hub to woo global finance, technology and 
entrepreneurial firms. It was initiated by the indebted 
1MDB state investment fund in 2011 but it later sold a 60 
percent stake to the consortium. 
The government took over 1MDB’s stake due to its debt 
problems, but the project was terminated by the previous 
government in May 2017 due to a payment dispute with the 
consortium. The 1MDB scandal led to the election ouster last 
May of former Prime Minister Najib Razak, who is currently 
on trial for alleged corruption. The revived 
project will now include construction of 
10,000 affordable homes and a people’s 
park and will prioritize the use of local 
construction material.

Nepal's first ever satellite launched 
into space      20 Apr' 19

Nepals first satellite has been launched into space, 
which will soon start rotating around the Earths 
orbit to collect information about the countrys 

topography and Earths magnetic field.
The NepaliSat-1 was launched from the Virginia-
based station of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration in the US.
The satellite, developed by two Nepalis -- Abhas Maskey 
and Hariram Shrestha -- at Japan's Kyushu Institute of 
Technology, bears the Nepal flag and the NAST logo. 
Similar satellites from Japan and Sri Lanka were also 
launched alongside NepaliSat-1.
the satellite is equipped with a 5MP camera 
to capture Nepal's topography and a 
magnetometer to collect data related to the 
Earth's magnetic field. The images and data 
will be sent by the satellite to the ground 
station at NAST, which is currently under 
construction.
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6.8% GDP growth forecast for FY20: 
Fitch      22 Mar' 19

Fitch Ratings 
has cut India's 
e c o n o m i c 

growth forecast for 
2019-20 to 6.8 per 
cent. Its previous 
estimate was 7 per 
cent.  According to 
the Fitch’s Global 
Economic Outlook, it 
still see Indian GDP growth to hold up well, at 6.8 per cent, 
followed by 7.1 per cent in FY21. Fitch Ratings cut India’s 
FY19 GDP growth forecast to 7.2 per cent from 7.8 per 
cent last year. The agency has revised its growth forecasts 
for FY20 and FY21 to 7 per cent from 7.3 per cent and 7.1 
per cent from 7.3 per cent, respectively.

According to Fitch, the RBI, has adopted cut interest 
rates by 0.25 percentage at its February 2019 meeting, 
which is supported by steadily decelerating headline 
inflation. However the agency concluded that on the 
fiscal side, the budget for FY20 plans to increase cash 
transfers for farmers. It also said that oil price outlook 
and expectations of accelerating food prices in the 
coming months shall support rural households’ income 
and consumption.

Fitch Ratings Inc. is one of the three recognized statistical 
rating organizations designated by the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commission in 
1975. Fitch Ratings is headquartered in 
New York, US. Hearst owns 100 percent 
of the company following its acquisition of 
an additional 20 percent for $2.8 billion on 
April 12, 2018.

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

76.48 lakh jobs created 
since Sep. 2017 : EPFO

RBI monetary policy 
highlights

India's forex reserve up by 
$3.6 bn. to $405.6 bn.

Karur Vysya Bank has appointed N S Srinath as non-executive chairman for a period of three years. 

Government exceeds disinvestment 
target for FY19      22 Mar' 19

According to 
the govt., it 
has exceeded 

the divestment target 
for FY19 by Rs 
5,000 crore as the 
receipts have touched 
projected Rs 85,000 
crore. The target 
for FY19 was of Rs 80,000 crore for disinvestment. The 
government had fixed the divestment target of Rs 90,000 
crore for FY20. In FY18, the government earned Rs 1, 
00,056.91 crore from disinvestment against a target of 
Rs 72,500 crore. By the end of the fiscal 
year, the disinvestment receipts touched Rs 
1 lakh crore, mainly on account of about 
Rs 37,000 crore which came from a deal 
in which state-owned ONGC bought the 
center’s 51 per cent equity stake in HPCL.

76.48 lakh jobs created since 
September 2017: EPFO data 

22 Mar' 19

According to 
EPFO, about 
76.48 lakh new 

subscribers were added 
to the Employees' 
Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO) 
from September 2017 
to January 2019. The 
net employment generation in the formal sector was 8.96 
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Reserve Bank of India has slapped a penalty of Rs 2 crore on Punjab National Bank for non-

compliance of regulatory directions with regard to SWIFT operations.

lakh in January, according to the latest EPFO payroll data. 
The EPFO has been releasing payroll data from April 2018, 
covering the period starting September 2017.  In September 
2017, a net of 2, 75,609 jobs were created. This indicates 
that these many jobs were created in the formal sector over 
the past 17 months.
EPFO revised the cumulative job addition data for the 
September 2017-December 2018 period to 67.52 lakh, 
from the earlier forecast of 72.32 lakh.  In January 2019, the 
highest number of 2.44 lakh jobs were created in the 22-25 
years age group, followed by 2.24 lakh in 
the 18-21 years age bracket. The number of 
new subscribers is based on the Universal 
Account Number (UAN) generated in the 
system and those who have received non-
zero subscription.

India’s forex reserves up by $3.6 
billion to $405.6 billion      23 Mar' 19

With rising investments by foreign investors in 
the Indian capital markets there is an increase in 
the forex reserve of the country. Data from the 

reserve bank shows that India’s foreign exchange reserves 
increased by $3.6 billion to $405.64 billion as on March 15. 
Foreign currency assets (FCA), which form a key component 
of reserves, rose by $3.54 billion to $377.773 billion.
FCAs are maintained in major currencies like US dollar, 
euro, pound sterling and Japanese yen. Change in the FCA 
occurs mainly due to purchase or sale of foreign exchange 
by the RBI, income arising out of the deployment of foreign 
exchange reserves, external aid receipts of the government 
and revaluation of assets. The net foreign portfolio 
investment (FPI) in equity markets in March stood at $2.9 
billion is highest since January 2018. Indian debt markets 
have seen a positive inflow of $1.2 billion in March. As per 
RBI data the foreign direct investments (FDI) for the FY18 
reached $37.366 billion. The Reserve Bank of India, is the 
custodian of the country’s foreign exchange reserves and is 
vested with the responsibility of managing 
their investment. The legal provisions 
governing management of foreign exchange 
reserves are laid down in the Reserve Bank 
of India Act, 1934.

India gains 2 spots on WEF’s global 
Energy Transition index      25 Mar' 19

I ndia has gained two places to rank 76th on a 
global energy transition index, which includes 
115 economies on how well they are able to 

balance energy 
security and access 
with environmental 
sustainability and 
affordability.
Sweden is on the 
top on this annual 
list and is followed 
by Switzerland and 
Norway in the top three. The list is compiled by Geneva-
based World Economic Forum (WEF).
According to the WEF energy systems have globally 
become less affordable and less environmentally 
sustainable than they were five years ago. The access to 
energy has improved with less than 1 billion now living 
without access to electricity.
India has made significant strides to improve energy 
access in recent years, and currently scores well in the area 
of regulation and political commitment towards energy 
transition. India ranks higher when it comes to readiness 
(45 and 61, respectively). India has moved up two places 
from 78th last year. China is ranked at 82nd position which 
is lower than India. India is the second best in the BRICS 
block of emerging economies, with Brazil being the best at 
46th place globally.
Among major economies, the UK is ranked 
7th, Singapore 13th, Germany 17th, Japan 
18th and the US 27th. In Asia, Malaysia is 
ranked highest at 31st, Sri Lanka is 60th, 
Bangladesh 90th and Nepal 93rd.

Kerala govt entity raises Rs 2,150 
crore via masala bonds      30 Mar' 19

KIIFB is also 
the country’s 
first state 

government agency 
to access the offshore 
debt market. Kerala 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
Investment Fund 
Board, masala bonds,  
Sebi, Kerala government, Singapore markets, RBI.  The 
issue had an institutional investor anchoring the issue 
and saw a wide spectrum of investors ranging from asset 
managers, hedge funds and personal banks.
Kerala Infrastructure Investment Fund Board (KIIFB), the 
infra-funding body of the Kerala government, has raised 
Rs 2,150-crore via its inaugural masala bond issues in 
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According to the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS), India has achieved 

an 84 per cent reduction in tuberculosis deaths among people living with HIV by 2017.

the London and Singapore markets. This is considered a 
landmark transaction in international debt capital markets, 
as it is the largest dual currency issue by a sub-sovereign 
backed entity from Asia and other emerging markets, 
according to KM Abraham, former Sebi member and CEO, 
KIIFB.
In absolute size, this is the third largest 
masala bond issue done by any Indian 
entity, after this instrument was approved 
by RBI in 2016. KIIFB is also the country’s 
first state government agency to access the 
offshore debt market.

Demonetization impact: Over 14 lakh 
suspicious transactions generated, 

says FIU report      31 Mar' 19

The report 
talked about 
c o u n t e r f e i t 

currency reports 
(CCRs) that went 
drastically down 
from 7,33,508 in 
2016-17 (the year 
of the notes ban) 
to 3,53,795 in 2017-18. The elite financial snooping unit 
of the country has compiled comprehensive data of such 
instances, including fake currency deposits, for the year 
2017-18.
The 2016 demonetisation of two high-value currencies has 
led to an all-time high generation of over 14 lakh suspicious 
transaction reports (STRs), a record 1,400 per cent jump 
over the past, by banks and other financial institutions 
in the country, a latest FIU report has found. This is the 
highest-ever figure of STRs since the FIU first started the 
regime over a decade ago. The FIU is the central agency 
under the Union finance ministry that analyses suspicious 
financial transactions pertaining to money laundering, 
terror financing and serious instances of tax frauds and 
crimes.
This increase is almost 3 times than the STRs received 
in the last year (2016-17) and 14 times than the STRs 
received prior to demonetisation. The report, submitted to 
the government, said there was a “remarkable” increase 
in the number of STRs received in 2017-18 which is 
more than 3-times over the previous year at 4,73,006 such 
reports.
The demonetisaton of two high-value currency 
notes of Rs 1000 and Rs 500 was declared by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi on the night 
of November 8, 2016. Huge cash was 
deposited in banks and multiple inter-
bank transactions ensued post this 
announcement.

GST collection back above Rs 1 lakh 
crore in March; hits new record high 
as return filings increase      01 Apr' 19

GST collections 
scaled record 
high of Rs 1.06 

lakh crore in March, up 
from Rs 97,247 crore in 
the previous month, as 
compliance improved 
amid increased number 
of returns filed. The 
collection in March 
2019, has been highest since introduction of GST.
GST collections scaled record high of Rs 1.06 lakh crore 
in March, up from Rs 97,247 crore in the previous month, 
as compliance improved amid increased number of returns 
filed. Total gross GST revenue collected in March, 2019 is 
Rs 1,06,577 crore of which Central GST is Rs 20,353 crore, 
State GST is Rs 27,520 crore, Integrated GST is Rs 50,418 
crore and cess is Rs 8,286 crore.
Total number of summary sales return GSTR-3B filed 
for the month of February up to March 31, stood at 75.95 
lakh. The collection in March 2019, has been highest since 
introduction of GST and also reflects a 15.6 per cent growth 
over March 2018, collection of Rs 92,167 crore.
Monthly average of GST revenue during 2018-19, stood 
at Rs 98,114 crore which is 9.2 per cent higher than the 
previous fiscal. These figures indicate that the revenue 
growth has been picking up in recent 
months, despite various rate rationalization 
measures. The government has lowered the 
GST collection target for 2018-19 fiscal to 
Rs 11.47 lakh crore in the revised estimates, 
from Rs 13.71 lakh crore budgeted initially.

India levies anti-dumping duty on 
solar cell component from four 

nations      01 Apr' 19

In its probe, it had concluded that imposition of the 
duty is required to offset dumping and injury caused by 
dumped imports from China, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, 
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India is the second biggest supplier of 
motorcars and other transport vehicles for 
Mexico after the US. However, according 
to Pardeshi, in 2018, the market indicated 
shrinkage of 19% resulting in a total export 
of $1.2 billion.

Commerce Ministry for anti-dumping 
duty extension on aluminum alloy 
wheels from 3 nations      02 Apr' 19

The authority 
is of the 
view that 

continuation of the 
duty is required 
against all these 
countries on the 
tyres, used in 
motor vehicles, the 
Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) has said in 
a notification. The commerce ministry has recommended 
extension of anti-dumping duty on aluminum alloy wheels 
from China, Korea and Thailand for another five years to 
guard domestic manufacturers from cheap imports.
Concluding its second sunset review of anti-dumping probe 
on imports of these wheels being exported by these nations, 
the ministry’s investigation arm DGTR stated that there is 
a likelihood of dumping if the existing anti-dumping duties 
are allowed to cease. The authority is of the view that 
continuation of the duty is required against all these countries 
on the tyres, used in motor vehicles. 
It has recommended “imposition of definitive anti-dumping 
duties on the imports of the subject goods (wheels), 
originating in or exported from China, Korea and Thailand 
for a period of five years”. India is a huge market for 
passenger as well as commercial vehicles, which makes it 
attractive destination for global players to 
export automobile components, including 
tyres. Countries carry out anti-dumping 
probe to determine whether their domestic 
industries have been hurt because of a surge 
in cheap imports.

ADb lowers India’s growth projection 
to 7.2 percent for FY’20      03 Apr' 19

Growth is expected to rebound to 7.2 per cent in 
2019 and 7.3 per cent in 2020 as policy rates are 
cut and farmers receive income support, bolstering 

domestic demand.  ADB, ADB india growth, Yasuyuki 

and Thailand. India 
levies anti-dumping 
duty on solar cell 
component from four 
nations

India has imposed 
anti-dumping duty 
of up to USD 1,559 
per tonne on imports 
of a certain type of sheet used in solar cell making 
from China, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia and Thailand for 
five years to safeguard domestic players against cheap 
shipments.

Imports of the sheets from these countries increased to 
6,367 tonne during the period of investigation (October 
2016 to September 2017) from 4,674 tonne in 2016-17. 
The imports stood at USD 1,025 tonnes in 2015-16 and 
USD 594 tonnes in 2014-15. 

Imports of components used in solar 
industry have increased as India launched 
an ambitious national solar policy named 
Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission 
in January 2010.

India-Mexico bilateral trade breaks 
record; touches $10 billion

                       02 Apr' 19

I ndia’s ambassador to Mexico Muktesh Pardeshi, 
says that Indian companies prefer Mexico as 
a major investment destination with access to 

NAFTA and Latin America. The major item of export 
from India has been vehicles and auto-parts since 
2012, in 2018, India sold only .7 billion worth of 
commodity. 

For the first time ever, India-Mexico bilateral trade has 
crossed $10 billion in 2018 making Mexico the most 
important trading partner of India in Latin American region 
surpassing Brazil. In the last one decade, the total trade 
has increased 240% out of which 58% came in the last two 
years since 2016.

There has been an upward swing in the relations between 
the two countries after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to Mexico in June 2016, when both countries decided 
to upgrade the bilateral relations to the level of “Strategic 
Partnership”. In 2008, the total trade amounted to $2.98 
billion.

A new book explores how the Jallianwala Bagh, "Jallianwala Bagh: Literary Responses in Prose & 
Poetry" has been edited by literary historian Rakhshanda Jalil.
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monetary policy, amid 
benign inflation and 
global slowdown 
indications. This is 
the second straight 
rate cut by RBI. 
Notably, ‘growth’ 
has featured again in 
the Monetary Policy 
Review statement as one of the objectives behind the 
policy decision.
This is the second meeting under RBI governor Shaktikanta 
Das, who took charge in December 2018, and the first 
meeting of the financial year 2019-20. In February, the 
MPC had cut repo rate by 25 basis points to 6.25%. The 
MPC, however, kept the monetary policy stance at ‘neutral’ 
against the expectation of easing it to ‘accommodative’. In 
its last meeting, the MPC had changed its stance to ‘neutral’ 
from ‘calibrated tightening’.
Inflation trajectory has been benign and is likely to remain 
so for several months to come, several experts believe. A 
Bloomberg poll of economists said that 
with inflation below RBI’s medium-term 
target, the Monetary Policy Committee 
would cut repo rate by at least 25 basis 
points. 45 out of 47 economists polled by 
Bloomberg forecast a repo rate cut.

RbI revises norms for LCR to boost 
liquidity to lenders      05 Apr' 19

Well-functioning securitization markets can enable 
better management of credit and liquidity risks 
on the balance sheets of banks as well as non-

bank mortgage originators and, in turn, help lower the costs 
of mortgage finance in the economy. The LCR indicates the 
proportion of highly liquid assets held by banks to ensure 
their ability to meet short-term obligations.

In a bid to further improve the cash position of banks, 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on provided additional 
2% liquidity window within the mandatory statutory 
liquidity ratio (SLR) requirement to the lenders by 
tweaking liquidity coverage ratio (LCR) norms. The 
LCR indicates the proportion of highly liquid assets 
held by banks to ensure their ability to meet short-term 
obligations.

Yields on the benchmark bond maturing in 2028 rose by 
9 basis points (bps) 7.506% — the highest single-day rise 
in the past two months. The rupee depreciated by 74 paise 
to close at 69.16 against the US dollar, its highest single-

Sawada,  inflation, 
RBI, South Asia, gdp, 
global oil prices For 
the just concluded 
fiscal (2018-19) also, 
ADB has cut the 
growth estimate to 
7 per cent from 7.3 
per cent projected in 
December last year.
Asian Development Bank (ADB) has lowered India’s 
growth forecast for 2019-20 to 7.2 per cent from 7.6 per 
cent estimated earlier due to moderation in global demand 
and likely shortfall in revenue on the domestic front. For 
the just concluded fiscal (2018-19) also, ADB has cut the 
growth estimate to 7 per cent from 7.3 per cent projected in 
December last year.
The growth forecast for India has some downside risks such 
as moderation in global demand as financial conditions 
tighten, uncertainty arising out of global trade tensions, 
and the weak economic outlook in industrial countries, the 
report said. “On the domestic front, growth could suffer if 
tax revenue falls short or any disruption affects the ongoing 
resolution of the twin problems of bank and corporate 
balance sheets,” it added. India, however, will continue to 
be one of the fastest-growing major economies in 2019-20, 
it said.
The Manila-based multi-lateral funding agency said 
recent policy measures by the government to improve the 
investment climate and boost private consumption will help 
India lift economic growth in the current 
fiscal year and the following. Income 
support to farmers, hikes in procurement 
prices for food grains, and relief to tax 
payers earning less than Rs 5 lakh (USD 
7,212) will boost household income.

RbI Monetary Policy Highlights: 
Growth on mind, inflation takes 

backseat as MPC slashes repo rate 
again      04 Apr' 19

This is the second straight repo rate cut by RBI. 
Notably, 'growth' has featured again in the Monetary 
Policy Review statement as one of the objectives 

behind the policy decision.
A repo rate rate cut by RBI Monetary Policy Committee 
would help spur economic growth. The six-member 
monetary policy committee on cut repo rate by 25 basis 
points to 6% — the lowest since 2010 — in its bi-monthly 

Abhishek Agarwal and Sanya Vats won the Men's and the Women's titles respectively of the Otters 
Club Vedanta Squash Open.
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Telecom operator Bharti Airtel and the FICCI Ladies Organisation (FLO) launched a safety app 'My 

Circle' - aimed at aiding women in event of distress or an emergency situation.

day fall in four months. The pressure on the 
central bank to maintain a supportive role 
in the debt markets increases, similar to 
FY19, she observed.

India’s imports from China slow 
down by 5%       06 Apr' 19

According to the chamber, India's trade deficit with 
China also eased to USD 46 billion in April-
January 2019 from USD 53 billion in the same 

period a year ago. India has seen a major breakthrough in 
its exports to China during the last few months whereas 
imports of Chinese products in India are decelerating.
India’s imports from China stood at USD 60 billion during 
the April-January period of 2018-19 fiscal, a deceleration 
of 5 per cent over the corresponding period a year ago, 
India’s trade deficit with China also eased to USD 46 
billion in April-January 2019 from USD 53 billion in the 
same period a year ago.
Despite substantial volume of imports from China, of 
lately, India’s import growth from China shrunk from 24 
per cent during April to January 2018 to (-) 5 per cent 
during April-January 2019,” PHD Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Secretary General Mahesh Reddy said. 
Commerce Ministry data showed India’s 
export to China totalled USD 13.8 billion 
whereas its imports from the neighboring 
country stood at USD 60.1 billion during 
the April-January period. 

India highest recipient of remittances 
at USD 79 billion in 2018: World 

bank      09 Apr' 19

India was 
followed by 
China (USD 

67 billion), Mexico 
(USD 36 billion), the 
Philippines (USD 34 
billion), and Egypt 
(USD 29 billion), the 
global lender said. 
India retained its 
position as the world’s top recipient of remittances with its 
diaspora sending a whopping USD 79 billion back home in 
2018, the World Bank said in a report. India was followed 
by China (USD 67 billion), Mexico (USD 36 billion), the 
Philippines (USD 34 billion), and Egypt (USD 29 billion), 

the global lender said. With this, India has retained its top 
spot on remittances, according to the latest edition of the 
World Bank’s Migration and Development Brief. Over the 
last three years, India has registered a significant flow of 
remittances from USD 62.7 billion in 2016 to USD 65.3 
billion 2017.
According to the report, remittances to low-and middle-
income countries reached a record high of USD 529 billion in 
2018, an increase of 9.6 per cent over the previous record high 
of USD 483 billion in 2017. Global remittances, which include 
flows to high-income countries, reached USD 689 billion in 
2018, up from USD 633 billion in 2017.  Remittances to South 
Asia grew 12 per cent to USD 131 billion in 
2018, outpacing the six per cent growth in 
2017. “The upsurge was driven by stronger 
economic conditions in the United States and 
a pick-up in oil prices, which had a positive 
impact on outward remittances from some 
GCC countries,”.

IMF cuts India’s GDP growth forecast 
to 7.3% for FY20      10 Apr' 19

In its latest 
World Economic 
Outlook report, 

the Fund said India’s 
growth is projected 
to pick up to 7.5% in 
FY21, aided by the 
“continued recovery 
of investment and 
robust consumption 
amid a more expansionary stance of monetary policy 
and some expected impetus from fiscal policy”. IMF cuts 
India’s GDP growth forecast to 7.3% for next fiscal year
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) on trimmed its 
economic growth forecasts for India by 20 basis points 
(bps) each from its January predictions to 7.3% for FY20 
and 7.5% for the next fiscal. Citing persistent risks from 
the trade war, it lowered 2019 global growth forecast by 
20 basis points to 3.3%, the weakest since 2009 when the 
subprime crisis had flared up. The Fund also reduced its 
2019 trade growth forecast by a sharp 60 basis points to 
3.4%, compared with the actual rise of 3.8% in 2018.
The IMF’s FY20 growth forecast for India is lower than 
the World Bank’s (7.5%) and the Asian Development 
Bank’s (7.2%). However, at 7.1%, the IMF’s estimate of 
the country’s growth in 2018-19 was even 10 bps higher 
than the second advance estimate by the Central Statistics 
Organisation. Even as key political parties in India have 
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pledged several populist measures, including minimum 
income support to the poor and farmers, ahead of general 
elections, the Fund has prescribed continued 
fiscal consolidation in the near term to trim 
the country’s elevated public debt. This 
should be “supported by strengthening 
goods and services tax compliance and 
further reducing subsidies”, it added.

Ministry of Rural Development 
presents Recommendations for 

Fostering Higher Inclusive Growth to 
the Finance Commission      11 Apr' 19

The Ministry of Rural Development headed by 
Secretary Shri Amarjeet Sinha, made a detailed 
presentation on the Ministry’s plans on fostering 

higher inclusive growth, equity, efficiency and transparency 
– to the Chairperson Shri N.K. Singh and Members and 
senior Officials of the Fifteenth Finance Commission.
The Presentation dwelled upon the changing structure 
of rural economy; Gram Panchayat led, data driven and 
accountable development approach; governance reforms 
for better outcomes and other specific proposals for rural 
development.
The Ministry made a case for additional resources for 
Rural India on the account of :-

 # Higher/New State Share – PMGSY, PMAY (G).
 # Extra Budgetary borrowing – PMAY Gramin.
 # Finance Commission transfer.
 # Massive rise in loans to SHGs – Rs.81,077 cr.
 # Increasing incomes through livelihood thrust – farm 

ponds, wells, animal sheds/resources.
 # Larger effective transfer due to governance reforms – 

IT/DBT – Decline in leakages.
 # Other specific proposals of Rural 

Development like maintenance of 
roads, transfer of certain schemes, and 
Human Resource Reforms.

SUN Group chairman vikramjit 
Sahney is new president of ICC India      

12 Apr' 19

Sun Group Chairman Vikramjit Singh Sahney elected 
as the new president of International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) - India. ICC was founded in the 

aftermath of first world war when no world system of 

rules covered trade, investment, 
finances and commercial 
relations.
The International Chamber 
of Commerce was founded in 
1919 to serve world business by 
promoting trade and investment, 
open markets for goods and 
services, and the free flow of 
capital. The ICC fosters international trade and commerce 
to promote and protect open markets for 
goods and services, and the free flow of 
capital. The ICC performs three primary 
activities: establishment of rules, dispute 
resolution and policy advocacy.

PhonePe crosses 2 billion transaction      
16 Apr' 19

Digital payments 
firm PhonePe 
has crossed 2 

billion transaction mark 
and has achieved annual 
run-rate of USD 70 
billion on transactions 
from its platform. 
PhonePe is now accepted 
across more than 3 million merchants. They have 50 million 
monthly active users now. With this, they have crossed 2 
billion transactions since the time we started operations. As 
of today total payments value (gross transaction value) run-
rate of USD 70 billion on annual basis," 
75 per cent of transactions on PhonePe are 
from tier 2-3 cities.PhonePe had crossed 
one billion transaction mark in November 
2018.

Saudi Aramco to buy 25% stake in 
Reliance’s refining & petrochemical 

business      17 Apr' 19

Saudi Aramco, 
a Saudi 
A r a b i a n 

national petroleum 
and natural gas 
company, is in talks 
to acquire 25 percent 
stake in Reliance 
Industries' refining 



48

NEWS BITES ECONOMY

MICA  JUNE 2019

and petrochemicals businesses. However, both Aramco 
and Reliance declined to comment on the issue. This 
stake sale of Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) would 
fetch around USD 10-15 billion, valuing Reliance’s 
refining and petrochemicals businesses at around USD 
55-60 billion. 
Reliance Industries is India’s biggest refining and 
petrochemicals company, controlled by 
Mukesh Ambani.  Reliance runs 1.4 million 
barrels per day (bpd) refining complex at 
Jamnagar in western India. It plans to 
expand capacity to 2 million bpd by 2030.

bSE signs deal with HDFC to give a 
boost to startup platform      17 Apr' 19

With an aim 
to further 
strengthen 

the Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE) 
Startup platform, 
BSE, Asia’s oldest 
exchange and now 
world’s fastest 
exchange, has signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with HDFC Bank. The MoU has been signed to 
spread more awareness on the benefits of listing on BSES 
startup on this platform. BSE had launched the startup 
platform on December 22, 2018 with an aim to encourage 
entrepreneurs to get listed and raise equity capital for their 
growth and expansion. 
The MoU will also extend value-added support for eligible 
startups, along with BSE for the listing. The move will offer 
banking and lending solutions to eligible startups already 
listed or due-to-list on BSE startup platform. Moreover, the 
ability to access capital via BSE's startup platform in turn 

will enable startups to access growth capital and enhance 
tradability of an otherwise illiquid/ high-risk investment 
asset class. 
BSE is the first exchange to have launched the startup 
platform. While we have conducted numerous seminars in 
Tier 1, 2 and 3 cities on the benefits of listing on the BSE 
startup platform, we believe by associating 
with a leading bank like HDFC that boasts 
of a large network, presence and startup 
base would enable more firms to choose our 
platform and raise funds as well as improve 
productivity.

Hong Kong Overtakes Japan as 
World's Third Largest Stock Market      

18 Apr' 19

The city’s 
equity market 
has overtaken 

Japan to be the 
world’s third largest 
in value, behind 
only the U.S. and 
mainland China, 
courtesy of a rebound 
in Hong Kong stocks 
after their worst year since 2011.
Hong Kong’s market cap was $5.78 trillion as of Tuesday, 
compared with $5.76 trillion for Japan, according to data 
compiled by Bloomberg based on where primary securities are 
listed. The Asian city’s Hang Seng Index climbed 17 percent 
this year through Tuesday, when it closed 
at its highest since June 15. Internet giant 
Tencent Holdings Ltd. has been the main 
driver with a 22 percent gain. Japan’s Topix 
Index advanced 8.3 percent in that period.

India's first nocturnal zoo Kankaria, is located in Ahmedabad. 
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Pakistan cricket board pays Rs 
11-crore compensation to bCCI 

21 Mar' 19

The Pakistan 
Cricket Board 
has paid the 

BCCI approximately 
USD 1.6 million as 
compensation after 
losing the case it filed 
against the Indian 
Board for allegedly 
not honouring a bilateral agreement, PCB Chairman Ehsan 
Mani claimed.
The PCB had filed a compensation case 
against the BCCI last year before the ICC’s 
Dispute Resolution Committee, demanding 
around USD 70 million. The ICC dismissed 
it and asked the PCB to compensate the 
legal cost to the BCCI.

Asian airgun Championship: Manu-
Saurabh pair shoot world record      

28 Mar' 19

Teenage Indian 
s h o o t i n g 
stars Manu 

Bhaker and Saurabh 
Chaudhary smashed 
the qualification 
world record before 
clinching the 10m air 
pistol mixed team gold 
in the 12th Asian Airgun Championship in Taoyuan, Taipei.

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Asian Air Gun 
Championship 2019

Virat Kohli second 
batsman to score 5000 

runs in IPL

ESPN India multi sports 
award 2018

ICC Awards 2018      20 Mar' 19

Indian skipper 
Virat Kohli 
became the first 

cricketer to win all 
the top three ICC 
individual awards 
including the Sir 
Garfield Sobers 
Trophy for ICC 
Cricketer of the Year, the ICC Men's Test Player of the Year 
and the ICC ODI Player of the Year for his performances 
in 2018.  

The Awardees
ICC Men's Cricketer of the Year: Virat Kohli (India)  
ICC Men's Test Cricketer of the Year: Virat Kohli (India)  
ICC Men's ODI Cricketer of the Year: Virat Kohli (India)  
ICC Men's Emerging Cricketer of the Year: Rishabh 
Pant (India)  
Fans Moment of the Year: Indian under-19 team's World 
Cup triumph in New Zealand  
David Shepherd Trophy, Umpire of the Year: Kumar 
Dharmasena (Sri Lanka)  
ICC Spirit of Cricket Award: Kane Williamson (New 
Zealand) 
ICC Men's Test Team of the Year (in batting order)  
Tom Latham (New Zealand), Dimuth Karunaratne (Sri Lanka), 
Kane Williamson (New Zealand), Virat Kohli 
(India) (capt), Henry Nicholls (New Zealand), 
Rishabh Pant (India) (wk), Jason Holder 
(Windies), Kagiso Rabada (South Africa), 
Nathan Lyon (Australia), Jasprit Bumrah 
(India), Mohammad Abbas (Pakistan)  

Nepal has banned online game PUBG over concerns about impact on children.
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Their feat came exactly a month after they won the 
International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) World 
Cup stage gold in the same event in Delhi. Manu, 17, 
and Saurabh, 16, shot a combined score of 784 in the 
qualification round, breaking the record set by Russians 
Vitalina Batsarashkina and Artem Chernousov at the 
European Championships five days ago.
The Indians then went on to win the five-
team final with a score of 484.8. Hwang 
Seongeun and Kim Mose of Korea won 
the silver with a score of 481.1 while Wu 
Chia Ying and Kou Kuan-Ting claimed the 
bronze for the host country with a score of 
413.3.

virat Kohli second batsman to score 
5000 runs in IPL      29 Mar' 19

Royal Challengers Bangalore skipper Virat Kohli 
became the second batsman to complete 5000 runs 
in the history of the Indian Premier League. Kohli 

got to the milestone in the seventh match of the IPL 2019 
against Mumbai Indians at M Chinnaswamy Stadium in 
Bengaluru.
Kohli notched up 46 runs off 32 deliveries with the help 
of six fours to become the fastest batsman to achieve the 
milestone. He completed the feat in 157 innings and joined 
Suresh Raina in becoming only the second batsman in the 
history of the tournament to score 5000 runs. Raina had 
achieved the feat in the opening encounter of the season 
against RCB at the Chepauk Stadium.
Currently, Raina is the all-time leading run-getter in the IPL 
with 5034 runs in 178 matches. He is followed by Kohli, 
who now has 5000 runs in 165 matches. 
The duo will remain in the battle to finish 
on top this season as they both have so far 
looked in terrific touch. Kohli, however, 
failed to help RCB clinch their first win in 
the tournament as the hosts succumbed to 
another close defeat.

Team India retain ICC Test 
championship mace for third 
consecutive year      02 Apr' 19

The International Cricket Council announced that 
Team India have retained the ICC Test Championship 
mace after finishing at the No.1 ranked side on the 

cut-off date of April 1. The Virat Kohli-led side managed 
to lift the elusive title for the third time in a row and have 
been awarded prize money of $1 million for winning the 

mace. New Zealand 
finished second on 
the list. 
India scripted 
a dominant 
performance in 
Australia last year 
winning their first-
ever Test series Down 
Under. Preceding their historic achievement, India lost in 
South Africa 1-2 before suffering a humiliation in England 
where they lost 1-4. With a year full of mixed results, India 
managed to retain the top spot with 116 points. 
In the Test scenario, India will be part of the forthcoming 
ICC Test Championship which will be played between 2019 
and 2023 and will begin after the World Cup event.  Kane 
Williamson-led side finished second with 
108 points. In 2018, the team managed to 
jump to the second spot riding on the home 
series win over Bangladesh. They earned $ 
500,000 for their second-place finish. 

FIFA world football rankings 
05 Apr' 19

FIFA has released 
world football 
rankings. India 

rose two points and 
gets 101st rank while 
Belgium tops the list. 
There were 150 games 
played across the globe 
during the international 
period, things remain 
tight at the top of the FIFA World Ranking as the top three 
remained unchanged.
In current FIFA rankings India gained two spots, but 
couldn’t found a space in top 100. As per latest FIFA 
rankings India is on 101st position while 18th in the Asia.
Belgium (1st, unchanged) maintained a slender lead over 
2018 FIFA World Cup winners France (2nd, unchanged). 
Brazil (3rd, unchanged), however, are looking over their 
shoulders somewhat as England (4th, up 1) leapfrogged 
World Cup finalists Croatia (5th, down 1). 
Iran (21st) remained at the top of Asian 
ranking while Japan (26), South Korea 
(37), Australia (41) and Qatar (55) are other 
achievers. Belgium bags 1737 points, ahead 
of France (1734), Brazil (1676), England 
(1647) and Croatia (1621).

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) has appointed Sanjay Dutt as chairman of its South 
Asia board.
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over taking on a new assignment, Reid 
said, "It's an honour and a privilege to be 
appointed as Chief Coach of the Indian 
Men's hockey team. No other country has 
a history in this sport that can compare to 
India.

Malaysia Open 2019 Concludes 
10 Apr' 19

The 2019 
Malaysia Open, 
is a badminton 

tournament which 
takes place at Axiata 
Arena in Malaysia. 
It has a total purse of 
$700,000. The sports 
event was held in 
Kuala Lumpur, the capital city of Malaysia.
Here is the complete list of Winners of 
Malaysia Open 2019:

Sl. No. Event Winner
1. Men’s Singles Lin Dan (China)
2. Women’s Singles Tai Tzu-ying (Chinese 

Taipei)
3. Men’s Doubles Li Junhui and Liu Yuchen 

(China)
4. Women’s Doubles Chen Qingchen and Jia 

Yifan (China)
5. Mixed Doubles Zheng Siwei and Huang 

Yaqiong (China)

Kohli, Mandhana are Wisden Leading 
Cricketers of the Year      12 Apr' 19

Indian captain 
Virat Kohli 
was named The 

Wisden Almanack’s 
Leading Cricketer 
of the Year for 
2018 while Smriti 
Mandhana won the 
Women’s Leading 
Cricketer award.
Kohli, who has now won the title thrice, is third only to 
Sir Don Bradman and Jack Hobbs who have won it 10 
and eight times respectively.  Kohli racked up 2735 runs 

ESPN India Multi-Sport Awards 2018      
08 Apr' 19

ESPN Multi-
Sport awards 
r e c o g n i s e d 

achievements across 
11 categories, of 
which winners 
across 10 categories 
were selected by 
an independent 
14-member jury.

Winners list:
Sportsperson of the Year (Male) - Neeraj Chopra 
(athletics)
Sportsperson of the Year (Female) - P V Sindhu 
(badminton)
Comeback of the Year - Saina Nehwal (badminton)
Coach of the Year - Jaspal Rana (shooting)
Emerging Sportsperson of the Year - Saurabh Chaudhary 
(shooting)
Team of the Year - Women’s team (table tennis)
Match of the Year - Amit Panghal vs Hasanboy Dusmatov 
(boxing)
Differently-abled athlete of the Year - Ekta Bhyan (para-
athletics)
Moment of the Year - Women’s 4x400m 
relay
Lifetime Achievement Award - Pradip 
Kumar Banerjee (football).

Graham Reid named chief coach of 
India men's hockey team      09 Apr' 19

Hockey India named Graham Reid as the new 
chief coach of the India men's hockey team on 
Monday. The 54-year-old will join the team 

in Bengaluru shortly for the on-going National Camp 
at Sports Authority of India. India had been without 
a head coach ever since Harendra Singh was sacked 
after the men's team exited the Hockey World Cup at 
home in the quarter-final following a 2-1 loss to the 
Netherlands.
The senior national team had recently finished runner-up 
at the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup under interim coach John 
and analytical coach Chris Ciriello. Expressing his delight 

CMFRI has signed an agreement with ISRO to protect coastal wetlands.
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at 68.37 across all formats in 2018, while his Indian 
compatriot Mandhana, amassed 1291 runs across limited-
overs formats, including 13 fifties.  On October 24, 2018, 
Kohli became the fastest cricketer to score 10,000 runs 
in One-Day Internationals. He scored his 10,000th run 
during his unbeaten knock of 157 against the West Indies 
in Visakhapatnam.
Mandhana too was adjudged ‘Women’s Cricketer of the 
Year’ as well as the ‘Women’s ODI Player of the Year’ 
by the ICC. The left-handed opener Mandhana won the 
Rachael Heyhoe Flint Award for the ‘Women’s Cricketer 
of the Year’ for scoring 669 runs in 12 ODIs along with 
622 runs in 25 T20 Internationals in 2018. Mandhana 
was instrumental in India’s semi-final appearance at the 
Women’s World T20 in the West Indies, where she scored 
178 runs in five matches at a strike-rate of 
125.35. Mandhana became only the second 
India woman player to win an ICC award 
after fast bowler Jhulan Goswami, who was 
named the ICC Player of the Year in 2007.

India gets its first gaming unicorn      
15 Apr' 19

Dream11 has 
become the 
first Indian 

gaming company to 
be valued at over $1 
billion. With this, it 
has entered India’s 
growing club of 
unicorns, or startups 
valued at over $1 billion. The valuation of Dream11 Fantasy Pvt. 
Ltd., the startup’s parent, soared to just under $1.5 billion after 
a secondary stake purchase by Hong Kong-based Steadview 
Capital, according to sources. This comes about seven months 
after the Mumbai-based startup raised $100 million from 
China’s Tencent Holdings Ltd. at a valuation of $700 million.
Three of the startup’s early backers, Kalaari 
Capital, private equity firm Multiples Alternate 
Asset Management and hedge fund Think 
Investments, had previously sold a portion of 
their stakes in the decade-old company.

Indian world cup squad announced         
16 Apr' 19

Indian selectors announced the Indian team for the 
ICC Cricket World Cup 2019, which is scheduled to 
begin in England and Wales from May 30, 2019. The 

announcement was made by the BCCI Acting Honorary 
Secretary Amitabh Choudhary in Mumbai.
The15-man squad would be led by Virat Kohli with 
Rohit Sharma as his deputy. The surprise inclusions in 
the team include all-rounder Vijay Shankar and veteran 
wicketkeeper-batsman Dinesh Karthik, who has returned 
to India's World Cup squad after 12 years.
 On the other hand, middle-order batsman Ambati 
Rayudu and wicketkeeper-batsman Rishabh Pant 
were left out from the squad. As per the Chairman of 
Selectors, Dinesh Karthik found a place in the squad as 
the second wicketkeeper ahead of Pant due to his better 
wicketkeeping skills.
 The seamers in the side include Jasprit 
Bumrah, Mohammed Shami and 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar. The selectors did not 
name a fourth seamer keeping in mind the 
two all-rounders including Hardik Pandya.

Wrestler bajrang regains world no. 1 
spot      16 Apr' 19

India’s Bajrang 
Punia has 
regained the 

world number one 
spot in the men's 
65kg freestyle 
category, as per 
the latest rankings 
issued by United 
World Wrestling. The 25-year-old, who had won gold in 
the Asian Games and Commonwealth Games and a silver 
in the World Championships in 2018, secured 58 ranking 
points ahead of Akhmed Chakaev of Russia, who has 21 
points.
Punia, who is currently preparing for the 
Asian Wrestling Championship to be held 
in China from April 23, had first reached 
the world number one spot in November 
2018. He had won a gold at the Dan Kolov-
Nikola Petrov tournament in Bulgaria in 
March.

Winners List of 2019 Singapore Open          
16 Apr' 19

The 2019 Singapore Open was a badminton tournament 
held from April 9-14, 2019. It was also the tenth tournament 
of the 2019 BWF World Tour.

Telugu poet K Siva Reddy has been selected for the prestigious Saraswati Samman, 2018 for his 
collection of poetry “Pakkaki Ottigilite”.
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Winners List

Events                            Winners
Men’s Single Kento Momota (Japan)
Women’s Single Tai Tzu-ying (Taiwan)
Men’s Double Takeshi Kamura and Keigo Sonoda 

(Japan)
Women’s Double Mayu Matsumoto and Wakana 

Nagahara (Japan)
Mixed Double            Dechapol Puavaranukroh and 

Sapsiree Taerattanachai (Thailand)

Mithali Raj named Indian team's 
goodwill ambassador      17 Apr' 19

Indian women's 
cricket team 
captain Mithali 

Raj has been 
named the goodwill 
ambassador of Team 
India at the Street 
Child Cricket World 
Cup (SCCWC).  She, 
alongside Saurav Ganguly and Rajasthan Royals, joins in 
supporting the team as they gear up for the final match at 
Lords, just ahead of the ICC Cricket World Cup in May 
this year. 
The Street Child World Cup is a global movement for street 
children to receive the protection and opportunities that all 
children are entitled to. Ahead of each FIFA World Cup, 
they unite street children from across five continents to play 
football and unite in a unique international conference. 
Mithali Dorai Raj was born on 3 December 1982. She is 
an Indian cricketer and the captain of the Indian women's 
cricket team in Tests and ODI. Often regarded as one of the 
greatest batswomen to have ever played the game, she is 
the highest run-scorer in women's international cricket and 
the only female cricketer to surpass the 6,000 run mark in 
WODIs. She is the first player to score seven consecutive 
50s in ODIs. n June 2018 during the 2018 
Women's Twenty20 Asia Cup, she became 
the first player from India (either male or 
female) to score 2000 runs in T20Is, and 
also became the first woman cricketer to 
reach 2000 WT20I runs.

International Hockey Federation 
imposes fine on Pakistan      18 Apr' 19

The International 
Hockey Federation 
(FIH) has imposed 

a hefty fine of 170,000 
Euros on Pakistan Hockey 
Federation (PHF) for 
not honouring the Pro 
League commitments. 
The International body 
has given Pakistan’s sports body time until June 20 to pay 
the fine or else the penalty would be doubled. 
The PHF was fined for not sending the national team for 
the Pro League matches in Argentina, Australia and New 
Zealand. While confirming the fine, the cash-strapped 
Pakistan Hockey Federation has stated that it is in no 
position to pay the penalty.  PHF Secretary General Shahbaz 
Ahmed stated that he has requested the 
FIH to reduce the fine and allow it to be 
paid in instalments. Shahbaz, a former 
Olympian and captain, is a member of the 
FIH Executive Board which is headed by 
India’s Narinder Batra.

Pakistan Announce 15-Man Squad      
18 Apr' 19

Pakistan have announced their 15-man squad for 
World Cup 2019. The Pakistan Cricket Board named 
the fifteen players who will represent the country in 

the showpiece cricket tournament set to start from England 
and Wales from May 30. Left-arm fast bowler Mohammad 
Amir has been excluded from the squad. Amir and Asif Ali 
have, however, been picked in the Pakistan squad for the 
limited-overs series in England to be played just before the 
World Cup. They will therefore get a chance to earn a recall 
to the squad.
The squad: Sarfraz Ahmed (capt/wk), 
Abid Ali, Babar Azam, Faheem Ashraf, 
Fakhar Zaman, Haris Sohail, Hasan Ali, 
Imad Wasim, Imam-ul Haq, Junaid Khan, 
Mohammad Hafeez, Mohammad Hasnain, 
Shadab Khan, Shaheen Shah Afridi, Shoaib 
Malik.

RBL Bank has partnered with credit profiler CreditVidya to improve the lender's customer 
experience.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

ISRO successfully 
launched Emisat Satellite

NASA's kepler discovers 

first earth size planet

Scientists printed first ever 
3D heart

New 'Aurora' supercomputer poised 
to be fastest in U.S. history 

25 Mar' 19

Rick Stevens, 
an associate 
director at 

Argonne National 
Laboratory in Lemont, 
Illinois, explains 
the unprecedented 
computational power 
of the lab’s new 
supercomputer. Dubbed Aurora, the $500-million device 
will be delivered to the lab in 2021.
Aurora is being called the fastest supercomputer in U.S. 
history — and it may be one of the fastest in the world. It will 
give scientists a powerful new tool for research initiatives 
ranging from modeling climate change and discovering 
new cancer drugs to gaining a better understanding of the 
origins of the universe.
A joint venture by chipmaking giant Intel, supercomputer 
manufacturer Cray and the U.S. Department of Energy, 
Aurora will be the first so-called exascale 
computer in the U.S. That means it will be 
able to perform a quintillion calculations 
per second (in computer science parlance, 
that’s 1 exaFLOP, where FLOP stands for 
“floating point operations per second”).

IIT Delhi Scientists Develop AI-based 
System To Detect Malaria, Tb 

27 Mar' 19

Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology-
Delhi said that they have developed an Artificial 
Intelligence-based electronic hardware system 

to detect malaria, 
tuberculosis, intestinal 
parasite, and cervical 
cancer in milliseconds. 
The researchers said 
that their system can 
be used for healthcare 
access in resource-
constrained areas with 
limited access to human specialists.
“Microscopy-based diagnosis depends on availability of 
skilled technicians, of which there is a critical shortage. As a 
result, diagnoses are often made on the basis of clinical signs 
and symptoms alone, which is error-prone,” the institute 
said. Researchers at the institute have therefore been trying 
to develop alternatives that can help in providing access to 
quality diagnosis that is currently unavailable.
Manan Suri, professor from the Department of Electrical 
Engineering, IIT- Delhi, said: “While several software AI 
models exist for healthcare and diagnostic applications, the 
need of the hour was to efficiently map these models on 
to portable low-power, low-cost hardware to enable quick 
access to all in low-resource environments.” 
The long-term impact and goal of this 
work, prof Suri said, would be to enable 
future deployment of the platform in rural 
areas for better acess to hi-tech diagnostic 
health-care.

ISRO Successfully launched Emisat 
Satellite into Orbit      01 Apr' 19

ISRO's PSLV C45 lifted off from the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre in Sriharikota, carrying India's EMISAT 
defence satellite along with 28 nano satellites of global 

customers. As the 27-hour countdown concluded, the 
nearly 50-metre tall rocket, a new variant of ISRO's trusted 
work horse PSLV-QL, blasted off from the second launch 

SpaceX has carried out its first commercial launch with its Falcon Heavy rocket tasked with placing 
a Saudi satellite in orbit.
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Chandrayaan-2 mission was first conceived.
Chandrayaan-2 may not be delayed by 
longer, and could still launch in the same 
window as originally planned, provided the 
repairs and corrections to the lunar lander 
can still be made and satisfactorily tested 
by then.

Mission Hayabusa-2 successfully fired 
explosives on Asteroids      06 Apr' 19

Japanese space 
agency JAXA's 
Space Mission 

Hayabusa II has 
recently successfully 
deployed explosives 
on Asteroids Ryugu. 
The objective of 
dropping explosives is 
to create a crater on Asteroids and collect the debris and 
find out the secrets of building the earth. The Japanese 
Space Agency released information that the Crater Mission 
was the most risky for Hayabusa 2, because it had to go 
away immediately after the explosion, so that it could not 
get into the grip of the blasting wreck.
Main Point:-
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency JAXA said that 
Hayabusa 2 dropped a small "carry-on effect" made of 
copper on the asteroid. According to the information 
received, the space shuttle was safely out and he continued 
smooth operation. JAXA is analyzing the data to check 
how fast the effect was.
Copper explosive was of a baseball that weighs about 2 
kilograms (4.4 pounds). During collision of a copper 
plate on its bottom was to hit the asteroids at a speed of 2 
kilometers (1.2 miles) per second.
Scientists hope that samples from asteroids 
will be important for determining the 
history of our planet. Previously NASA 
had tried the same in the year 2005, but she 
could not succeed in collecting samples.

London becomes first city to use 
pollution charge zone      10 Apr' 19

London is the first city in the world to implement 
a 24-hour, seven day a week Ultra Low Emission 
Zone, inside which vehicles will have to meet tough 

emissions standards or face a charge. nown as the ULEZ, 

pad at the spaceport of 
Sriharikota at 9:27 am. 
The EMISAT defence 
satellite is aimed 
at electromagnetic 
measurement.
The mission would 
witness the ISRO 
placing payloads 
in three orbits and conducting space 
experiments for the first time. The mission 
marks several firsts to the credit of the space 
agency as it would manoeuvre satellites 
in various orbits and orbital experiments, 
including on maritime satellite applications.

Chandrayaan-2 mission deferred 
again, scheduled for May launch      

02 Apr' 19

The Indian 
Space Research 
Organisation's 

(ISRO) second 
mission to the moon, 
Chandrayaan-2, has 
been put on hold yet 
again. This time, the 
setback comes from 
a mishap with the moon lander, which sustained damage 
during preliminary tests ahead of the original plan to launch 
in April.
ISRO had sought a window in mid-April to launch the 
Chandrayaan-2 mission. However, the Vikram moon lander 
now has two minor injuries on its legs, leaving the space 
agency in a fix. Chairman of ISRO, Dr K Sivan, continued 
to convey that this isn't a 'delay' or a 'postponement', while 
the new launch window will most likely be in May.
ISRO has also put together a 12-member task force led by 
D Srinivasan RK, that will assess the damage and look into 
any anomalies that may have caused it during the lander 
drop test, where the Vikram lander ran into problems. Both, 
the rover (which will be released from the lander after it 
makes a soft landing on the surface) and the orbiter, were 
found to be fit and successfully passed all the necessary 
tests and parameters for the mission.
But the lander's drop test, the legs were simply not strong 
enough to support the added weight from the changes 
made since the previous version. ISRO engineers have 
accommodated many changes to the lander since the 

UK and the European Union have agreed to extend Brexit until October 31.
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2.5 hours later and 
reaching a top speed of 
189mph The plane has 
a record-setting 385 ft 
wingspan that is wider 
than a football field
Powered by the same 
type of engines used 
by Boeing 747s, the 
aircraft is designed to take off at a maximum weight of 
1.3 million pounds (589,676 kilograms). Its twin fuselages 
— sort of the airplane equivalent of a catamaran — are 
238 feet (72.5 meters) long. The previous wingspan leader 
was Howard Hughes’ World War II-era eight-engine H-4 
Hercules flying boat — nicknamed the Spruce Goose.
Stratolaunch, according to the company, is designed to be 
a “mobile launch platform that will enable airline-style 
access to space that is convenient, affordable and routine. 
The reinforced center wing can support multiple launch 
vehicles, weighing up to a total of 500,000 pounds”
In other words, this isn’t your typical airplane. The goal 
for Stratolaunch is to provide an alternative 
launch platform for satellites other than 
rockets like SpaceX’s Falcon 9 or SpaceX’s 
Falcon Heavy rocket—which had its first 
successful test flight this week as well.

Union Cabinet approves continuation 
of GSLv Phase - 4 programme 

15 Apr' 19

The Union Cabinet 
approved the 
continuation of 

the GSLV Phase - 4 
programmes consisting of 
five GSLV flights during 
the period from  2021 
to 2024.  The Phase - 4 
will enable the launch 
of two ton class of satellites for Geo-imaging, Navigation, 
Data Relay Communication and Space Sciences.  The 
programme will meet the launch requirement of satellites for 
providing critical Satellite Navigation Services, Data Relay 
Communication for supporting the Indian Human spaceflight 
programme and the next interplanetary 
mission to Mars.  The operationalization 
of GSLV made the country self-reliant 
in the launching capability of 2 tonne 
class of satellites for communication and 
meteorological satellites.

aims to reduce toxic air 
pollution and protect 
public health. Vehicles 
are responsible 
for around half of 
harmful nitrogen 
oxide air emissions 
in the British capital, 
contributing to a toxic 
air health crisis that increases the risk of asthma, cancer and 
dementia as well as causing thousands of premature deaths 
every year, the release says.
Under new rules introduced April 8, polluting vehicles will 
be discouraged from entering the ULEZ thanks to a daily 
charge of £12.50 (around $16) for some cars, vans and 
motorbikes and £100 ($130) for trucks, buses and coaches. 
The zone will cover the same area as the 
existing Congestion Charge -- collected 
from drivers in the city center -- until 2021, 
when it will be expanded to cover the area 
between the major orbital roads known as 
the North and South Circular.

First-ever global coalition for clean 
cooling launched      10 Apr' 19

The first-ever global coalition on clean and efficient 
cooling was launched at the First Global Conference 
on Synergies between the 2030 Agenda and Paris 

Agreement, which concluded in Copenhagen, Denmark.
As the world gets warmer, the demand for air conditioners 
is projected to grow and the greenhouse gas it emits will 
endanger the planet. Clean, efficient cooling appliances 
and equipment can save up to $2.9 trillion in energy use 
by 2050, and help avoid 0.4° Celsius warming of the 
planet, said the United Nations-backed ‘Cool Coalition’ 
comprising 23 members.
Besides the UN, it is supported by the Climate and Clean 
Air Coalition, the Kigali Cooling Efficiency 
Program and Sustainable Energy for All 
(SEforALL). It includes government 
officials from Chile, Rwanda, Denmark as 
well as leaders from civil society, research 
and academia.

Stratolaunch Flies World's Largest 
Plane for the First Time      15 Apr' 19

The six-engined aircraft with a wingspan the size 
of a football field takes off for the first time from 
Mojave Air and Space Port before landing there 

Veteran Indian Motorsport Photographer George Francis passed away. He was 57.
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Ossify (verb) 
Definition of OSSIFY
FORMAL DISAPPROVING If habits or ideas ossify, or if 
something ossifies them, they become fixed and unable to 
change 
Example
a young man who began to ossify right after college.

ossified
adjective 
Example-
ossified thinking 
Related Forms

 # ossifier, noun
 # unossifying, adjective 

NEW AND TRICKY

SUFFIX DESCRIPTION PART OF SPEECH MADE FROM EXAMPLES
-fy
-ify

Make into X
Cause X

Verb Noun or adjective Magnify, deify, indemnify, ossify, reify

HISTORICAL EXAMPLES
There is a general growth to be observed, and the bones are 
beginning toossify.
 Embryology Gerald R. Leighton 
The first vertebra to ossify is the second or third cervical, 
and theossification gradually extends to those behind.
 The Works of Francis Maitland Balfour, Vol-

ume III (of 4) Francis Maitland Balfour 
The mentomecklians do not ossify until approximately the 
same time thatthe quadratojugal appears in the upper jaw.
 Neotropical Hylid Frogs, Genus Smilisca Wil-

liam E. Duellman 
Convictions harden and grow, and differences magnify and 
ossify as thecontroversy progresses.
 Lord Randolph Churchill Winston Spencer 

Churchill 
The latter will always take care of themselves—the danger 
being that theyrapidly tend to ossify us.
 Complete Prose Works Walt Whitman 
Valves of the Aorta of a cartilaginous texture, as if beginning 
to ossify.
 An Account of the Foxglove and some of its 

Medical Uses William Withering 
The other element, the cartilaginous brain-box, does not 
ossify, and tendsto become absorbed.
 Form and Function E. S. (Edward Stuart) Rus-

sell 
Does it liberate or suppress, ossify or render flexible, divide 
or unifyinterest?
 Human Nature and Conduct John Dewey 
But Philip seemed to ossify, every cord and muscle of his 
body frozen tostone by the conflict that raged within him.

 Astounding Stories of Super-Science January 
1930 

CONTEMPORARY EXAMPLES
 # Sure, some of the show’s humor has ossified; parts 

have grown creaky and potentially perilous with age.
 —Richard Lawson, vanityfair.com, "Will & Grace 

Review: A Surprisingly Welcome, Wistful Return," 26 
Sep. 2017

 # Instead of ossifying into an autocratic force, Kerala’s 
communists embraced electoral politics and since 
1957 have been routinely voted into power.

 —Rick Noack, Washington Post, "One of the few 
places where a communist can still dream, and 4 other 
global stories," 2 Nov. 2017

 # Nor is North Korea as ossified as outsiders might 
imagine.

 —Brook Larmer, New York Times, "North Korea Is 
No Longer the Hermit Kingdom — but How Long 
Will China Be Its Lifeline?," 18 Oct. 2017

By the virtue of Polysemy
SPECIALIZED medical If body tissue ossifies, it becomes 
hard and changes into bone.
First Known Use:  1699
Word Origin and History for TARNISH (V)
"to turn into bone," a back-formation from ossification, 
or elsemodeled on French ossifier (18c.) and formed 
from Latin os (genitiveossis) "bone" (see osseous ) + 
-fy. Figurative sense is from 1858.  Related : ossified ; 
ossifying.
Synonyms : Congeal, freeze, indurate, solidify
Antonyms : Liquefy, soften, thin, melt

K. M. Mani, longest serving legislator in Kerala’s history, died. He was 86.
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Branch Name Phone Number
Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136

Ahmedabad 9227575027

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Prayagraj (Allahabad) 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816

Ambikapur 8823868882

Amritsar 9646606160

Asansol 7076880723

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bengaluru 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Chennai 8939777224

Coimbatore 8110967668

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671/9250239674

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723/24

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Ayodhya (Faizabad) 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9204311416

Ghaziabad 9212229752/24

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9229174910

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865 /8790034792

Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar

7032410704

Indore 7581800952

Jabalpur 9229174905

Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894

Jammu 9419305561

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhalandhar 8557088164

Jhansi 9235253424

Jodhpur 9636512855

India’s education technology startup ‘Dost Education’ has won a Next Billion Edtech Prize 2019.
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Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

Kanpur Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133

Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497/8017652045

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow Alambagh 
PO

9235253521

Lucknow Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar

9235253548

Lucknow Mahanagar 
PO

9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram

9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 9208235067

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9208243884

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Munger 8881667750

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patiala 9780859721

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438

Rajkot 9979316870

Rampur 9208255388

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Rohtak 8930403886

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Tirupati 9581933099

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vijaywada 8886309897

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661

12th Indo-Singapore Bilateral Exercise "BOLD KURUKSHETRA-2019' was held at Babina Military 
Station in Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh.
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NASA's Kepler Discovers First Earth-
Size Planet      18 Apr' 19

One year after 
its launch, 
N A S A ' s 

TESS (Transiting 
Exoplanet Survey 
Satellite) discovered 
its first Earth-sized 
exoplanet. Named 
HD21749c, the 
planet orbits a star just 53 light-years from Earth and is 
likely rocky but uninhabitable. The findings -- published in 
Astrophysical Journal Letters -- suggest TESS is capable 
of fulfilling its mission to catalog thousands of planet 
candidates, including more than 300 that are expected to 
be Earth-sized and super-Earth-sized exoplanets.
This newly identified planet is the smallest world 
outside our solar system that TESS has spotted. And the 
spacecraft's data shows HD21749c circles its star every 7.8 
days, meaning it has a tight orbit that would lead to surface 
temperatures of up to 800 degrees Fahrenheit. TESS has 
now found 10 planets smaller than Neptune, and its ability 
to locate this one is a good indicator that 
it's capable of finding other small planets 
-- perhaps even some in the "Goldilocks" 
zone, close enough to their star to have 
liquid water but far enough to avoid being 
roasted.

NASA's Cassini found lakes of liquid 
methane on Saturn's moon Titan      

19 Apr' 19

Before Cassini’s 
final plunge 
into Saturn's 

largest moon in 2017, 
NASA's Cassini 
spacecraft gathered 
radar data revealing 
that the small liquid 
lakes in Titan's 
northern hemisphere are surprisingly deep, perched atop 
hills and filled with methane.

The new findings, published in Nature Astronomy, are 
the first confirmation of just how deep some of Titan's 
lakes are (more than 300 feet, or 100 meters) and of their 
composition. They provide new information about the way 
liquid methane rains on, evaporates from and seeps into 
Titan, the only planetary body in our solar system other 
than Earth known to have stable liquid on its surface.
As per the Nature Astronomy, Saturn’s largest moon, Titan, 
hosts liquid hydrocarbon lakes and seas on its surface. 
During the last close encounter with Titan (22 April 2017), 
the Cassini spacecraft used its RADAR as a sounder to 
probe the depth of several lakes in the north 
polar terrain. These lakes can exceed 100 
m depth and their transparency at the 2.17 
cm radar wavelength indicates that they 
have a methane-dominated composition.

Scientists printed first-ever 3D heart      
19 Apr' 19

In a major breakthrough, 
scientists have 3D 
printed an actual heart 

from human tissue. The 
organ has been created 
with all cardiovascular 
elements, including cells, 
blood vessels, chambers, 
and ventricles - something 
that has never been done in the history of regenerative 
medicine.
3D printing technologies have been used for a number 
of medical purposes, including the generation of simple 
tissues. But, researchers from Tel Aviv University took a 
giant leap when they managed to print an actual heart using 
cells and other biological materials. The organ carries cells 
and other elements of a regular heart but is pretty small; 
just as big as a rabbit's heart.
For printing 3D heart, Dvir's team took a biopsy of fatty 
tissue from patients and separated the cellular material 
from it. The material was then processed 
to form a hydrogel that served as the 'ink' 
for their 3D printing model and allowed 
the team to create complex tissues, cardiac 
patches with blood vessels, and ultimately 
an entire heart.

Karnam Sekar will become the MD and CEO of Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) effective July 1.



62

NEWS BITES MISCEllANEOuS

MICA  JUNE 2019

Mt Makalu is 
considered amongst 
the most dangerous 
peaks and summiting 
the peak is considered 
extremely challenging 
due to inclement 
weather conditions and 
freezing temperatures. 
The peak will test the climbers for technical acumen, 
mental and physical courage and their determination to 
reach atop Mt Makalu.
The team has trained hard for last six months as part of 
preparation to fulfill the daunting task assigned to them 
by successfully conducting an expedition 
to Mt Kamet and winter training including 
the summit of Mt Bhanoti in 2018. The 
team will embark for the challenging 
mission from New Delhi and will set up 
six camps enroute to summit point on Mt 
Makalu.

Comoros President Azali Assoumani 
re-elected with over 60% of votes      

26 Mar' 19

Comoros President 
Azali Assoumani 
was re-elected 

according to results 
published by the electoral 
commission of the Indian 
Ocean archipelago. 
Electoral commission 
chief Djaza Ahmed 
Mohamed said, Azali, who first took office in 2016, was 
way ahead of his closest rival Mahamoudou Ahamada, 
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Audience in the World
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summit in 2020

New Zealand bans Assault Rifles, 
Changes Gun Laws After Mosque 

Attack      21 Mar' 19

New Zealand 
will ban 
m i l i t a r y -

style semi-automatics 
(MSSA) and assault 
rifles under tough 
new gun laws, Prime 
Minister Jacinda 
Ardern said. The 
decision follows the killing of 50 people in the country's 
worst mass shooting by a gunman at two mosques in 
Christchurch. 
The new laws to be in place by April 11 and a buy-back 
scheme would be established for banned weapons. “Now, 
six days after this attack, we are announcing 
a ban on all military-style semi-automatics 
and assault rifles,” Ms. Ardern said. Related 
parts used to convert guns into MSSAs 
are also to be banned along with all high-
capacity magazines.

First Indian Army Mountaineering 
Expedition to Mt Makalu (8485m) 

flagged off      26 Mar' 19

First Indian Army Mountaineering Expedition to 
Mt Makalu (8485m) comprising five Officers, two 
JCOs and eleven OR was flagged off by Director 

General Military Training on 26 Mar 2019. In furtherance 
of the objective of summiting all challenging peaks above 
8000M, Indian Army is launching its maiden expedition to 
Mt Makalu in Mar-May 2019.

R. A. Sankara Narayanan has been named MD and CEO of Canara Bank.
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range of products that 
have alternatives, such 
as straws and cutlery.
The European 
Parliament has voted 
overwhelmingly in 
support of a wide-
ranging ban on single- 
use plastics to counter 
pollution from the discarded items in waterways and fields.
The Parliament backed the ban 560-35. EU member states 
have given their support but need to vote on the measure 
for it to go into effect. The ban would be implemented 
from 2021 and would affect a range of plastic products that 
have reasonable alternatives, such as plastic cutlery, foam 
takeout food containers, straws and drink stirrers.
Disposable utensils would not be completely banned, 
but the measure calls for them to be made of sustainable 
materials when possible.
Products subject to labels
Other products will not be banned but subject to new 
design and label requirements, while producers will be 
under tougher waste management obligations to minimize 
their use. 
Wet wipes packaging, for example, must 
inform consumers of the presence of plastic 
in the wipes and the damage that is done 
to the environment if they are not thrown 
into a bin.

Oslo to become first city to charge 
electric taxis over the air      31 Mar' 19

No r w a y ' s 
capital Oslo 
will become 

the first city in the 
world to install 
wireless charging 
systems for electric 
taxis, hoping to make 
recharging quick and 
efficient enough to speed the takeup of non-polluting cabs. 
The project will use induction technology, with charging 
plates installed in the road at taxi ranks linking to receivers 
installed in the vehicle, Finnish utility Fortum.
From 2023 onward all taxis in Oslo will have to be zero 
emission and Norway wants all new cars to be zero 
emission by 2025. Among other nations, Britain and France 

who garnered only 14.62 percent of the 
ballots cast.  The Comoros is a volcanic 
archipelago off Africa’s east coast, in 
the warm Indian Ocean waters of the 
Mozambique Channel.

Langkawi International Maritime and 
Aerospace Exhibition      26 Mar' 19

INS Kadmatt at 
Langkawi, Malaysia 
was on a seven days 

official visit on 25 Mar 
19.  The ship is scheduled 
to participate in the 15th 
edition of Langkawi 
International Maritime 
and Aerospace Exhibition, 
LIMA-19 during the visit. Vice Admiral Karambir Singh, PVSM, 
AVSM, ADC, Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern 
Naval Command would also be attending various engagements 
as part of LIMA 19 as head of Indian Navy Delegation
The ship would be participating in numerous activities 
planned as part of LIMA 19 during the seven days at 
Langkawi, including the International Fleet Review (IFR) 
by the Prime Minister of Malaysia, maritime and air 
demonstration, Sea Exercises with 29 other participating 
navies, cultural exchange programmes, cross visits to 
ships, sporting events. Numerous seminars and interactions 
are also planned on the side lines of the main event. INS 
Kadmatt (P 29) is an indigenous stealth anti-submarine 
warfare corvette and was commissioned into the Indian 
Navy in January 2016. The ship is fitted with state of the 
art weapons, sensors and machinery and is also designed to 
embark the Seaking anti-submarine helicopter.
Malaysia and India are maritime neighbours and the two 
navies continue to interact closely on issues related to 
training and exchange best practices during visits by ships 
from both sides. As part of such friendly engagements, 
Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) Ship KD 
Jebat, a frigate underwent the Operational 
Sea Training by Flag Officer Sea Training 
FOST at Kochi in October 2018 and RMN 
KD Lekir had participated in the IFR held 
off Visakhapatnam in February 2016.

EU Parliament backs ban on single-
use plastic products      29 Mar' 19

The European Parliament has approved a ban on 
disposable plastic products, bringing the ban one 
step closer to reality. The ban would affect a wide 

According to the PhD Chamber of Commerce and Industry, bilateral trade between India and EU is 
likely to reach $ 200 billion by 2022.
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India has YouTube’s largest and 
fastest growing audience in the world 

09 Apr' 19

Youtube CEO Susan 
Wojcicki addressing 
YouTube's annual 

program 'Brandcast India' 
said that YouTube is India's 
largest and fastest growing 
market. This annual YouTube 
program was organized in 
Mumbai. According to the 
figures for January 2019, the monthly active users of YouTube 
have increased to 26.5 Crores. This number was only 22.5 
Crores last year. It is one of the fastest growing markets in the 
world. India has now become the largest and fastest growing 
market in YouTube by overtaking the US.
About 85 percent of people using YouTube in the country 
see it on mobile. Last year it was 73 percent. 60% of these 
are coming from outside India's 6 largest metro cities. 
Today there are 1,200 Indian YouTube channels whose 
subscriber count is more than 10 lakhs, whereas five 
years ago this number was only two. The 
number of YouTube viewers on mobile has 
increased rapidly. According to the report, 
95 percent of the video on YouTube is 
being consumed in tier 2 and tier 3 cities in 
local languages. Mobile data in India is the 
cheapest in the world.

Polluted Periyar leaves shrimp 
10 Apr' 19

The polluted 
water of 
Periyar and its 

tributaries has severely 
hit the livelihood of 
shrimp and pokkali 
farmers at Varapuzha. 
The fishermen using 
Chinese net too have 
complained of poor 
yield. They blame it on the pollutants being pumped into 
the river and the unscientific manner in which fresh water 
is released to flush out the chemicals. 
If the present situation persists, it won't be long before the 
fish wealth of the river gets decimated leaving the fishermen 
and farmers in a dire situation. 

have similar goals for 2040. Fortum, which is working with 
U.S. firm Momentum Dynamics and the City of Oslo on 
the scheme, said the greatest hurdle for electrification of 
taxis had so far been the infrastructure, as it is too time 
consuming for cabbies to find a charger, plug in, then wait 
for the car to charge.
Norway has the world's highest rate of electric car ownership, 
partly thanks to long-term perks such as free or discounted 
road tolls, parking and charging points. Last year, almost 
one in three new cars sold was electric. The government also 
exempts electric vehicles from taxes on traditional vehicles 
that are very high in a country which does not have its own 
fossil fuel car industry to lobby against them.
With just five million people, Norway 
bought 46,143 new battery electric cars 
in 2018, making it the biggest market in 
Europe, ahead of Germany with 36,216 and 
France on 31,095, according to the European 
Automobile Manufacturers' Association.

First Motorcycle Expedition to 
Karakoram Pass Flagged Off 

07 Apr' 19

The much-awaited 
Himalayan Heights 
Expedition was 

flagged off by General 
Officer Commanding 3 
Infantry Division, Maj 
Gen Sanjiv Rai, SM, and 
VSM at 10 AM from Karu 
Military Station.
14 days, 11 bikes and 1 dream expedition, the Himalayan 
Heights winter bike expedition from Leh to KK Pass will 
cover over 1,000 km and is likely to qualify for inclusion 
in the record books. This road route initially used as the 
Afghan trade route has never been explored by any biker 
in the world. The expedition is led by Indian Army team 
comprising riders from Army Service Corps, Royal Enfield 
and Himalayan Motorsports.
The Team is ready to brave all odds in the unforgiving 
terrain and the extreme climate of the region, to complete 
a motorcycle expedition to Karakoram Pass. In this 20th 
Anniversary of the Kargil Vijay Diwas, such adventure 
activities undertaken by brave Army 
personnel including women officers serve 
to renew and rekindle the spirit of fortitude, 
courage and adventure synonymous with 
the Indian Army.

Cho Yang-ho, the head of South Korea's flag carrier Korean Air, died. He was 70.
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Periyar river
Periyar River, river in southern Kerala state, southwestern 
India. Periyar is also the name given to a lake in the river’s 
course. The river, 140 miles (225 km) long, rises in the 
Western Ghats range near the border with Tamil Nadu state 
and flows north a short distance to Periyar 
Lake. The lake, 12 square miles (31 square 
km) in area, is an artificial reservoir created 
by damming the river. It lies at an elevation 
of about 2,800 feet (850 metres), is ringed 
by mountain peaks, and is surrounded by a 
wildlife sanctuary.

Najma Akhtar takes over as Jamia 
Millia v-C      13 Apr' 19

Najma Akhtar, 
who has spent 
nearly four 

decades in academic 
planning and 
administration, took 
over as the first woman 
Vice-Chancellor of 
Jamia Millia Islamia 
as it heads towards marking its centenary year in 2020.
Interacting with the media on her first day as V-C, Prof. 
Akhtar said that she would start more job-oriented courses, 
improve innovation and entrepreneurship training and 
will look for different avenues of fund generation for 
the university. She added that she would take a complete 
look at all the courses that are offered at Jamia and see 
which are the ones that need to be updated to suit industry 
requirements.
Jamia Millia Islamia an institution originally established 
at Aligarh in United Provinces, India during British rule 
in 1920. Became a Central University by an act of the 
Indian Parliament in 1988. In Urdu language, Jamia means 
University, and Millia means National. In 
1925 Jamia shifted from Aligarh to Karol 
Bagh,New Delhi. In 1936, all institutions 
of Jamia, except Jamia Press, the Maktaba 
and the library, were shifted to the new 
campus

Project Kannamma      17 Apr' 19

Project Kannamma is the initiative of the Rotary 
Club of Madras North to provide sanitary napkins 
to the students.  It was started in August of 2018 

by providing free, biodegradable sanitary napkins to 

82 students at the 
Government High 
School in Uthandi of 
Tamil Nadu.
Today under the 
Project Kannamma, 
sanitary napkins are 
provided to over 300 
students from across 
Government Schools in and around Chennai. The sanitary 
napkins are provided by the Irula Tribal Women’s Welfare 
Society (ITWWS).
Women from the ITWWS make 1000 pads per day, using 
Arunachalam Muruganantham machines. The sanitary 
napkin, under the brand Aavaram, is prepared with natural 
raw materials such as cotton and wood pulp, and a pack of 
six costs just Rs 22.
The teachers are given the requisite number 
of packs per month and they distribute the 
pads to the students. The project is also 
supporting the livelihood of the Irula Tribal 
Women. If the group sells 15,000 pads per 
month, it can sustain the families of 12 
tribal women.

UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press 
Freedom Prize 2019      17 Apr' 19

The 2019 UNESCO/
Guillermo Cano 
Press Freedom 

Prize has been awarded 
to Reuters reporters Wa 
Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo. 
The jury has recognised 
their exceptional courage 
in reporting on alleged 
human rights violations in 
the Myanmar’s state of Rakhine.
Both Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo had worked hard to 
pursue a career in journalism that was impossible in the 
junta era. Their documentary on the taboo topic regarding 
crimes committed against Rohingyas landed them behind 
the bars. The Press Freedom Prize 2019 pays a tribute to 
their courage, resistance and commitment to freedom of 
expression.
The UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press Freedom Prize 
recognises outstanding contributions to the defence or 
promotion of press freedom especially in the face of danger. 
The prize which carries a reward of $25,000 Prize is funded 

Usha Padhee, joint secretary in the civil aviation ministry, has been given additional charge of the post 
of chairman and managing director (CMD) of the disinvestment-bound Pawan Hans Limited.
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Infrastructure finance company PFS has joined hands with the US-India Clean Energy Finance 

(USICEF) to leverage funds for solar projects in India.

by the Guillermo Cano Isaza Foundation (Colombia), the 
Helsingin Sanomat Foundation (Finland), and The Namibia 
Media Trust.
The Prize is named after Guillermo Cano 
Isaza, the Colombian journalist who was 
assassinated in front of the offices of 
his newspaper El Espectador in Bogotá, 
Colombia, on 17 December 1998.

Saudi Arabia to host G20 summit in 
2020      18 Apr' 19

Saudi Arabia will 
host the G20 
summit in 2020, 

despite international 
outcry over alleged 
government links to a 
journalist's murder and 
its role in the bloody 
war in Yemen. Saudi 
state media announced that it will hold the meeting of 
heads of the world's biggest economies in November 2020.
Saudi Arabia is fully committed to the G20's objectives and 
to the stability and prosperity of the international economic 
system." Hosting the event is seen as a chance to strike 
trade agreements and encourage investment, something 
Saudi Arabia has been keen to achieve in its push for a post-
oil future.
It also brings in thousands of journalists, business leaders 
and politicians with estimated of the economic value 
of hosting the event being roughly over $100 million, 
according to researchers. Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman made his first major public 
international appearance since the murder of journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi last October when he 
visited the 2018 G20 summit in Argentina. 
Prince Mohammed has sought to transform 
the country's economy, which is overly 
reliant on oil and gas receipts, through his 
ambitious Vision 2030 plan.

Joint naval exercise varuna 2018      
19 Apr' 19

Elevating their military ties, India and France are all 
set to hold their largest ever naval exercise earlier 
next month (May 2019). Exercise is expected 

to involve aircraft 
carriers, destroyer 
ships, submarines and 
also fighter planes, 
thus making it a mega 
event to happen in the 
history of relationship 
between the two 
nations.
The conduct of Varuna exercise, and the special impetus 
on taking this Navy-to-Navy cooperative engagement 
forward, was reiterated in the Joint Statement made by the 
Prime Minister of India and the President of France, on the 
10th of March 2018. The two countries will be deploying 
their aircraft carriers INS Vikramaditya 
and FNS Charles de gaulle with their Mig-
29K and Rafale-M naval fighter jets. The 
exercise has been christened 'Varuna' and 
will take place off Goa and Karwar from 1 
May 2019.

Guided missile destroyer “Imphal” 
launched      20 Apr' 19

The Indian Navy 
launched a 
guided missile 

destroyer Imphal 
at Mazagon Dock 
Shipbuilders.
Imphal, the third ship 
under Project 15B, 
successfully slipped 
into the waters at 12:20 pm, eliciting huge cheers and 
slogans of “Bharat Mata Ki Jai” and Vande Mataram from 
the huge crowd of staffers and officials that had assembled. 
Project 15B is a class of stealth guided missile destroyers. 
In keeping with naval tradition, Reena Lanba, wife of Chief 
of Naval Staff Admiral Sunil Lanba and president of Navy 
Wives Welfare Association (NWWA), broke a coconut on 
the ship’s bow to launch the ship.
Warships built under Project 15Bravo, with a length of 163 
metres and 17.4 metres at the beam and a 
displacement of 7.300 tonnes, are propelled 
by four gas turbines to achieve speeds in 
excess of 30 knots. Ships under this project 
can carry and operate two multiple role 
helicopters.
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sushil Chandra
   9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V Chaudhary
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajiv Mehrishi
  13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somanath
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director M. Nageshwar Rao
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y. C. Modi
  20. Chairman, UGC D. P. Singh
  21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K. N. Vyas
  23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
  24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
  26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Pramod Chandra Mody
  27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  30. Chairman, LIC M. R. Kumar
  31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
  33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N. K. Singh
  35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
  36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  37. President, ASSOCHAM Balkrishan Goenka
  38. Chairman, NASSCOM Rishad Premji
  39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
  40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
  41. Children Film Society of India, Chairperson Mukesh Khanna
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
  43. President, CII Rakesh Bharti Mittal
  44. President, FICCI Sandip Somany
  45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
  49. Finance Secretary  Subhash Chandra Garg
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Sunil Mehta
Data as on 24th April, 2019

David Malpass, a top U.S. Treasury official in Trump administration, has been selected as the 13th 
President of the World Bank.
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Cash-strapped Jet Airways on April 17, 2019 suspended all its 
domestic and international flights indefinitely with immediate 
effect after the lenders refused to release emergency funds for 
the carrier. Once India’s top airlines, Jet Airways flew its last 
flight on Amritsar-Mumbai-Delhi route at 10:30 pm on April 
17 after flying for 25 years. The grounding of Jet’s operations 
has put the future of over 20,000 employees at stake who were 
left with no work at hand. Besides facing heavy losses in the 
stock market, Jet also faces the challenge of passenger refunds 
of thousands of crores, dues to vendors and over Rs 8,500 
crore bank debt. Jet Airways also owes to lessors, suppliers, 
pilots and oil companies.
Jet Airways started its operations on May 5, 1993 with 
its maiden flight 9W321 plying between Mumbai and 
Ahmedabad. During its peak days, Jet operated over 120 
planes and over 600 daily flights. The carrier operated 
on 380 international routes including flights to London, 
Amsterdam and Paris.  However lately, the airline was 
forced to cancel hundreds of flights and to halt all flights 
to overseas destinations. Jet first went into financial crisis 
in 2010 wherein four back-to-back quarterly losses forced 
the company into defaulting on payments to banks, lessors, 
employees. However, it managed to clear off the dues with 
infusion of funds from the lenders.
The recent crisis, which began in March 2018 with delayed 
salary payments and 25 percent paycut for top management, 
has eventually led to the shutdown of the carrier itself.

Why ‘Insolvency’ route won’t be 
easy for Jet Airways?
Though lenders may advice insolvency route, however, it 
will not be easy for Jet Airways having no prospect of any 
obvious investor.
On the other hand, if due to non-payment of dues and 
salaries, lease agreements for planes are cancelled and 
the employees move to other organisations, the recoveries 
might be low. Lenders may not find any tangible assets of 
to attract new buyers under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC), 2016.

Jet Airways
Nosedive

Indian Army Chief General Bipin Rawat has been inducted into the International Hall of Fame at the 
US Army's Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth.

This situation will leave the lenders with the only option to 
operate the airlines themselves for some time and look for 
a suitable buyer thereafter.

What led to financial crisis at Jet 
Airways?
Increasing cost of aviation fuel
The airlines operate on the Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF), 
the price of which is determined by global players. The 
increasing cost of the fuel took a heavy toll on Indian 
airlines, especially on Jet Airways as it operates on 
international routes as well.
However, the increase in fuel cost could not be dealt with 
by increasing the cost of passenger tickets due to low-cost 
model of the planes.
Low-cost model
The low-cost model of Jet Airways’ planes is one of the 
biggest factors behind rising operational costs of the airline. 
Though the airline undertook various measures to cover-up 
the same by offering heavy discounts on flight tickets, it only 
contributed to increasing costs and losses at the same time.
Decline in operations
Due to the increasing financial losses and inability to pay 
for fuel and services, Jet Airways had to cancel over 40 
flights a week in nine Gulf country routes, thus, leading to 
reduced flight operations that directly hamper the airline 
reputation and prominence.
Jet Airways
Indian full-service carrier Jet Airways on January 1, 2019 
informed the stock exchanges that it had defaulted on its 
loan repayments to banks. Soaked in financial losses and 
debt of over USD 1 billion, the airline is struggling to 
even pay out salaries to employees. It defaulted in making 
payments to banks, suppliers, lessors and pilots.
Resultantly, Jet Airways Founder and Chairman Naresh Goyal 
and his wife Anita Goyal were forced to resign from the board 
in March 2019. Post this, the Bank Led Interim Resolution 
Plan (BLIRP) came into effect for the revival of the airline. 
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The Pentagon Papers saga

The Supreme Court dismissed the government’s plea to 
declare the Rafale jets’ purchase a secret, instead upholding 
free speech and the right to publish a series of articles since 
February 2019 on the defence deal.
Writing the main judgment, Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi 
adopted the U.S. Supreme Court logic in its June 30, 1971 
verdict on the Pentagon Papers. By a 6-3 majority, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that the government had not met 
“the heavy burden of showing justification” for stopping 
publication of the Pentagon Papers in The New York Times 
and the Washington Post as endangering national security. 
“We do not see how the principle of law (in the U.S. SC 
judgment) will not apply to the facts of the present (Rafale) 
case,” Chief Justice Gogoi said.

What are the Pentagon Papers?
The Pentagon Papers was the name given to a top-secret 
Department of Defense study of U.S. political and military 
involvement in Vietnam from 1945 to 1967. As the Vietnam 
War dragged on, with more than 500,000 U.S. troops in 
Vietnam by 1968, military analyst Daniel Ellsberg—who 
had worked on the study—came to oppose the war, and 
decided that the information contained in the Pentagon 
Papers should be available to the American public. He 
photocopied the report and in March 1971 gave the copy 
to The New York Times, which then published a series 
of scathing articles based on the report’s most damning 
secrets.

Daniel Ellsberg
In 1967, at the request of U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara, a team of analysts working for the Department 
of Defense prepared a highly classified study of the U.S. 
political and military involvement in Vietnam from the end 
of World War II until the present day.
The official title of the study was the “Report of the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense Vietnam Task Force,” though 
it would later become famous as the Pentagon Papers. In 
preparing the study—which was labeled “Top Secret”—
the analysts drew on classified material from the archives 

State-run power giant NTPC has inked a term-loan agreement with Canara Bank to raise Rs 2,000 
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of the Department of Defense, State Department and the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). Completed in 1969 
and bound into 47 volumes, it contained 3,000 pages of 
narrative along with 4,000 pages of supporting documents.
Daniel Ellsberg, who had served as a U.S. Marine Corps 
officer from 1954 to 1957 and worked as a strategic 
analyst at the RAND Corporation and the Department of 
Defense, had been an early supporter of U.S. involvement 
in Indochina and had worked on the preparation of the 1967 
study.

Did you know?
Though an incomplete version of the Pentagon Papers 
was published in book form later in 1971, the study 
remained officially classified until June 2011, when the 
U.S. government released all 7,000 pages to the public in 
commemoration of the 40th anniversary of its leakage to 
the press.
By 1969, however, Ellsberg had come to believe that the 
war in Vietnam was unwinnable. He also believed that 
the information contained in the Pentagon Papers about 
U.S. decision-making regarding Vietnam should be more 
widely available to the American public. After secretly 
photocopying large sections of the report, Ellsberg 
approached several members of Congress, none of whom 
took action.
Some of the most damning information in the Pentagon 
Papers indicate that the administration of John F. Kennedy 
had actively helped overthrow and assassinate South 
Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963. The report 
also contradicted official U.S. government pronouncements 
about the intensive bombing of North Vietnam, which the 
report stated as having no real impact on the enemy’s will 
to fight.
In 1971, while working as a senior research associate at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Center for 
International Studies, Ellsberg gave portions of the report 
to Neil Sheehan, a reporter at The New York Times.
Impact of the Pentagon Papers
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Published at a time when support for U.S. involvement in 
the Vietnam War was rapidly eroding, the Pentagon Papers 
confirmed many people’s suspicions about the active role 
the U.S. government had taken in building up the conflict. 
Though the study did not cover the policies of President 
Richard M. Nixon, the revelations included within it were 
embarrassing, particularly as Nixon was up for reelection 
in 1972.
In supporting the freedom of the press guaranteed in the 
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, Supreme 
Court Justice Potter Stewart wrote: “In the absence of the 
governmental checks and balances present in other areas of 
our national life, the only effective restraint upon executive 
policy and power in the areas of national defense and 
international affairs may lie in an enlightened citizenry—
in an informed and critical public opinion which alone can 
here protect the values of democratic government.”
After the Supreme Court’s verdict on June 30, the Nixon 
administration had Ellsberg and an alleged accomplice, 
Anthony Russo, indicted on criminal charges including 
conspiracy, espionage and stealing government property. 
The trial began in 1973, but ended in a dismissal of the 
charges after prosecutors discovered that a secret White 
House team (dubbed “the plumbers”) had burglarized 
Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s office in September 1971 in order 
to find information that would discredit him.
The so-called plumbers, E. Howard Hunt and G. Gordon 
Liddy, were later involved in the break-in at the Watergate 
in 1972 that would lead to Nixon’s resignation in 1974.
How did it get published?
On June 13, 1971, The New York Times, which had found 
out about the study on the Vietnam War, devoted the top 
half of its front page to an article written by its legendary 
Vietnam reporter Neil Sheehan, and six pages with stories 
and documents from the 47-volume, 7,000-page study. 
One report said the consensus to bomb Vietnam developed 
before the 1964 election, and that the sustained bombing, 
known as the Rolling Thunder, began three months after the 
election. The Post did not have the Papers yet. In A Good 
Life, Newspapering and Other Adventures, Ben Bradlee, 
then executive editor of the Post, says his reporters were 
trying desperately to get their own copy and stop rewriting 
the competition.

What did the Nixon administration 
do?
On June 15, the Justice Department went to court and got 
an injunction against the NYT asking it to stop publishing 
any more articles from the study. Nixon was President and 

this was the first time such a thing had happened in the 
American press. The Times went to court. In the meantime, 
at the Post, its National Editor Ben Bagdikian “had guessed 
that Daniel Ellsberg was the source” for the NYT scoop 
and finally got the Papers from the Harvard intellectual, 
a defence research expert who had worked for the Rand 
Corporation and had volunteered for Vietnam.

How did the Post react?
By June 16, the Post too had the papers, but now had to 
work under the “added pressure of knowing that the Times 
had been enjoined from further publication and that The 
Washington Post Company was about to go public.” While 
the reporters and Bradlee pushed strongly for publishing, 
the Post’s lawyers were adamant against it. Both Graham 
and Bradlee’s accounts are nerve-wracking. Graham 
recalls Bagdikian telling the lawyers of the commitment 
he gave Ellsberg to publish the Papers with these words: 
“The only way to assert the right to publish is to publish.” 
Bradlee gives an hour by hour description of the tense 
discussions: “Not publishing the information when we 
had it would be like not saving a drowning man, or not 
telling the truth. Failure to publish without a fight would 
constitute an abdication that would brand the Post forever, 
as an establishment tool of whatever administration was in 
power,” he writes.
Finally, a call was placed to Graham who told Bradlee, 
even as her lawyers were aghast, “Okay, I say let’s go. Let’s 
publish.” Standing up to the government showed Graham 
had “guts and commitment to the First Amendment” and 
supported her editors, permanently “changing the ethos” 
of the paper.

What happened in court?
With both the NYT and Post landing up in court, the 
Pentagon Papers moved from one room to another in New 
York and Washington, the respective headquarters of the 
papers, with everything from national security, treason, 
espionage being thrown at them from the government, 
before it landed up in the Supreme Court. On June 26, the 
two cases of the NYT and the Post were heard together for 
the first time at a special session of the Supreme Court. 
Four days later, Chief Justice Warren Burger announced 
the decision. The NYT reported: “By a vote of 6 to 3 the 
Court held that ‘any attempt by the Government to block 
news articles prior to publication bears a heavy burden of 
presumption against its constitutionality’. In a historic test 
of that principle — the first effort by the Government to 
enjoin publication on the ground of national security — 
the Court declared that ‘the Government has not met that 
burden’.’’
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India has shot down a low-earth orbit satellite in space, 
propelling itself into an elite club of nations, which has 
mastered this anti-satellite (ASAT) missile technology, said 
PM Narendra Modi in his address to the nation. PM Modi, 
however, was quick to point out the intent of DRDO's 
"Mission Shakti" is to defend India’s space assets and not 
to start any arms race in space. Since there are no treaties 
governing the use of ASAT, India is not in violation of any 
international conventions.

What is it?
Mission Shakti is a joint programme of the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and 
the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). As part 
of the mission, an anti-satellite (A-SAT) weapon was 
launched and targeted an Indian satellite which had been 
decommissioned. Mission Shakti was carried out from 
DRDO’s testing range in Odisha’s Balasore.
India is only the 4th country to acquire such a specialised 
and modern capability, and Entire effort is indigenous. Till 
now, only the US, Russia and China had the capability to 
hit a live target in space.

Significance
The use of ASAT is seen as crossing new frontier just like 
India’s 1998 nuclear tests. Anti-satellite technology has 
so far been in the hands of very few countries: the United 
States, Russia and China. The acquisition and demonstration 
of this technology make India a member of an elite group 
of countries. The fact that this anti-satellite technology is 
indigenously developed adds to India’s credentials, given 
that for many decades India was kept away from acquiring 
key technologies, forcing the country to develop its own 
space and nuclear capabilities.
The acquisition of this technology is expected to have 
spin-offs that India can exploit for commercial use, both 
domestic and globally. Having developed its own vehicles 
for commercial satellite launches, today India is launching 
satellites of other countries. There was a time it used to 
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piggyback on French-made launch vehicles such as the 
Ariane.

Does the test create space debris?
The test was done in the lower atmosphere to ensure that 
there is no space debris. Whatever debris that is generated 
will decay and fall back onto the earth within weeks.

What is low earth orbit (LEO)?
Low earth orbit refers to an altitude up to 2,000 km. A 
satellite in the LEO can monitor activities on the ground 
and water surfaces. Such a satellite can be used for 
espionage and pose serious threat to the country’s security 
in the instances of war.
Space is being turned into a battlefront, making counter-
space capabilities critical. In this light, India’s successful 
‘kill’ with an A-SAT weapon is significant.
However, no country has used an A-SAT against another 
nation till date. In all the instances, the nations testing 
anti-satellite missiles have targeted one of their defunct 
satellites to showcase their space warfare capabilities.
A-SAT weapon is likely to be the most potent military tool for 
the armed forces over the next few decades, notwithstanding 
a revolutionary technological breakthrough.

What is an Interceptor missile and 
how it is useful?
As we know that Anti-satellite technology has so far been 
in the hand of the United States, Russia and China. The 
demonstration and successful tests of ASAT technology 
make India a member of an elite group of countries.
On the other hand the technology of anti-satellite is 
indigenously developed which further add credentials. The 
indigenous technology was available with the DRDO since 
2012 but was not used till now.
The ASAT weapon is likely to be the most potent military 
tool for the armed forces over the next few decades, 
notwithstanding a revolutionary technological breakthrough.

Mission Shakti
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Within three minutes of launch, Mission Shakti was 
successfully completed.
The tracking data from range sensors has confirmed that 
the mission met all the objectives as the interceptor missile 
was a three-stage missile with two solid rocket boosters.
No doubt this test is a message to other countries.
Do you know that anti-satellite system is an asset? With 
the help of ASAT we can target and destroy satellites of 
the enemy that can completely halt the communication 
systems of a country and during conflict the enemy would 
not be able to use missiles or drones.

What are India’s capabilities so far?
While 'Mission Shakti' may have targeted an object in outer 
space, India has long developed the ability to intercept 
incoming missiles. In 2011, a modified Prithvi missile, 
mimicked the trajectory of a ballistic missile with a 600-
km range. Radars at different locations swung into action, 
tracking the “enemy” missile, constructing its trajectory 
and passing on the information in real time to the Mission 
Control Centre (MCC) to launch the interceptor, an 
Advanced Air Defence (AAD) missile. It had a directional 
warhead to go close to the adversarial missile before 
exploding to inflict damage on it.

Why do we need such capabilities?
India has a long standing and rapidly growing space 
programme. It has expanded rapidly in the last five years. 
The Mangalyaan Mission to Mars was successfully 
launched. Thereafter, the government has sanctioned the 
Gaganyaan Mission which will take Indians to outer space.
India has undertaken 102 spacecraft missions consisting 
of communication satellites, earth observation satellites, 
experimental satellites, navigation satellites, apart from 
satellites meant for scientific research and exploration, 
academic studies and other small satellites. India’s space 
programme is a critical backbone of India’s security, 
economic and social infrastructure.
The test was done to verify that India has the capability to 
safeguard our space assets. It is the Government of India’s 
responsibility to defend the country’s interests in outer 
space.
Mission Shakti will not have any effect on India’s status in 
the MTCR (Missile Technology Control Regime) or other 
such treaties.

The acquisition of this A-SAT technology is also expected 
to have spinoffs that India can exploit for domestic and 
international commercial use. Mission Shakti’s success 
will help in strengthening India’s defence capabilities.
What is the international law on weapons in outer space?
The principal international Treaty on space is the 1967 
Outer Space Treaty. India is a signatory to this treaty, and 
ratified it in 1982. The Outer Space Treaty prohibits only 
weapons of mass destruction in outer space, not ordinary 
weapons.

What Next?
In a remarkable technological feat and a clear demonstration 
of national resolve, India conducted Mission Shakti, an 
anti-satellite (ASAT) missile test, on March 27, 2019 by 
successfully engaging an orbiting target satellite at an 
altitude of nearly 300 km. In the process, it emerged as 
the fourth member of the exclusive club of space powers 
(US, Russia and China) that have had demonstrated ASAT 
capabilities. Mission Shakti demonstrates the “nation’s 
capability to defend its assets in the outer space,” besides 
vindicating the technological competence of the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), the 
exclusive research and development (R&D) department 
of the Ministry of Defence. That the feat was achieved 
with a totally home-grown technology was not only an 
icing on the cake, but a big boost to the on-going Ballistic 
Missile Defence (BMD) programme. Having achieved 
technological success and informing the world about 
India’s new deterrent capability in space, the DRDO has a 
few more crucial tasks to perform before making possible 
the full exploitation of outer space for military purposes.
According to our honourable Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Mission Shakti was very special. He cited two 
reasons:
1.  India is the only 4th country to acquire such a spe-

cialised and modern capability.
2.  The entire effort in the mission is indigenous. Af-

ter the completion of the mission, satellites can be 
hit at long ranges with a few centimetres accuracy.

Government of India has cleared that the ASAT test is not 
directed against any country. India's space capabilities do 
not threaten any country and nor are they directed against 
anyone. So, now it may be clear what is Mission Shakti and 
how India became the fourth nation to possess an ASAT 
weapon after US, Russia and China.
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Black holes are some of the strangest and most fascinating 
objects found in outer space. They are objects of extreme 
density, with such strong gravitational attraction that even 
light cannot escape from their grasp if it comes near enough.
Albert Einstein first predicted black holes in 1916 with 
his general theory of relativity. The term "black hole" was 
coined in 1967 by American astronomer John Wheeler, and 
the first one was discovered in 1971.  
There are three types: stellar black holes, supermassive 
black holes and intermediate black holes.
On April 10, 2019, a team of 200 astronomers created 
history after they released the first ever images of a black 
hole. Dr Katherine Bouman, a 29-year-old post-doctoral 
fellow at MIT was lauded across the world for being 
instrumental in the creation of the algorithm that helped 
produce this image.

The deal with Black Holes
A black hole is a mysterious place in space with such enormous 
mass and extreme gravity that nothing can escape it. Not even 
light. As light does not get out, black holes are invisible.
Black holes emerge from Einstein’s theory of general 
relativity, with names of eminent physicists like Karl 
Schwarzschild and David Finkelstein attached to their 
detection. While several artists have tried to create images 
of what these cosmic sinkholes look like, this is the first 
visual evidence of a supermassive black hole.
Located at the center of the Messier 87 galaxy, it is 500 
million trillion km away from the Earth and is 3.3 million 
times the size of earth!

What did the image show?
The image reveals a ring-like structure with a dark centre. 
This ring-like boundary is termed as the event horizon. It is 
2.5 times smaller than the shadow it casts and measures 40 
billion km across.
Event Horizon is the region around the centre of the black 
hole from where no matter and energy can escape. It is 
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also known as the ‘point of no return.’ The shadow of the 
Messier 87 black hole is being called supermassive. Why? 
It has a mass of about 6.5 billion times the mass of the Sun!

How did the astronomers capture 
the image?
The team of 200 astronomers created a network of ten radio 
telescopes which were synchronised by technology, so as 
to function as an Earth-sized virtual observatory called the 
Event Horizon Telescope (EHT).
Because of its very large wavelength, the size of a radio 
telescope to resolve such a tiny angular structure should be 
extremely large, effectively of the order of 5000 kilometers, 
and such a huge single telescope is impossible to construct. 
Scientists, however, created an effective earth sized 
telescope by using an array of radio telescopes located at 
various sites of the Earth.
The EHT network telescopes in Hawaii, Mexico, Spain, 
Chile, and Antarctica exploited the Earth’s rotation to serve 
as a single giant telescope that can discern regions of space 
just 15 to 20 micro-arcseconds, the equivalent of trying to 
spot a golf ball on the moon.

What Is a Black Hole?
A black hole is a place in space where gravity pulls so much 
that even light can not get out. The gravity is so strong 
because matter has been squeezed into a tiny space. This 
can happen when a star is dying.
Because no light can get out, people can't see black holes. 
They are invisible. Space telescopes with special tools can 
help find black holes. The special tools can see how stars 
that are very close to black holes act differently than other 
stars.

How Big Are Black Holes?
Black holes can be big or small. Scientists think the smallest 
black holes are as small as just one atom. These black holes 
are very tiny but have the mass of a large mountain. Mass is 
the amount of matter, or "stuff," in an object.

DISCOvERING 
: blackhole
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Another kind of black hole is called "stellar." Its mass can 
be up to 20 times more than the mass of the sun. There may 
be many, many stellar mass black holes in Earth's galaxy. 
Earth's galaxy is called the Milky Way.
The largest black holes are called "supermassive." These 
black holes have masses that are more than 1 million suns 
together. Scientists have found proof that every large 
galaxy contains a supermassive black hole at its center. The 
supermassive black hole at the center of the Milky Way 
galaxy is called Sagittarius A. It has a mass equal to about 4 
million suns and would fit inside a very large ball that could 
hold a few million Earths.

How Do Black Holes Form?
Scientists think the smallest black holes formed when the 
universe began. Stellar black holes are made when the 
center of a very big star falls in upon itself, or collapses. 
When this happens, it causes a supernova. A supernova is 
an exploding star that blasts part of the star into space. 
A black hole forms when any object reaches a certain 
critical density, and its gravity causes it to collapse to an 
almost infinitely small pinpoint. Stellar-mass black holes 
form when a massive star can no longer produce energy in 
its core. The star's outer layers may blast away into space, 
or they may fall into the black hole to make it heavier. 
Astronomers aren't certain how supermassive black holes 
form. They may form from the collapse of large clouds of 
gas, or from the mergers of many smaller black holes, or a 
combination of events.

Facts About Black Holes
1.  The force of gravity is so high in Black Holes that 

it leads to gravitational time dilation. This is a 
phenomenon where time slows down because of 
gravitational pull. Interesting fact is that time dilation 
can also occur when velocity increases. This is known 
as velocity time dilation and is generally experienced 
by astronauts. We will cover this in some other list. 
Coming back to Black Holes, time completely stops at 
the center of Black Holes.

2.  Black Holes have something known as event horizon! 
There is some heavy scientific explanation behind 
this but let us put it in simple words. Event horizon 
refers to a ‘point of no return’. Every Black Hole 
has a boundary. Any object outside that boundary 
is perfectly safe. But if, an object crosses the event 
horizon, it will have no other option but to fall into 
the Black Hole. Once sucked in, that object can never 
reappear.

3.  Black Holes are literally the densest objects to live in 
universe (at least that’s what is known to humans). So, 
how dense can a Black Hole get? Imagine what kind of 
density you will get if you try to squeeze in the entire 
mass of Earth in a small (we mean miniscule) sphere 
with a DIAMETER of 9 millimeters! That’s the type of 
density we are talking about.

4.  Black Holes can keep growing because anything (gas, 
liquid or solid matter) that enters the event horizon gets 
sucked in. Thus, Black Holes can grow infinitely large 
and they are known as supermassive Black Holes.

5.  Stephen Hawking theorized that even Black Holes emit 
something and that they emit radiation. This radiation 
is emitted by the mass of the Black Holes. According 
to Hawking, Black Holes keep losing their mass in 
form of radiations and eventually they evaporate!

6.  Black Holes eventually shrink down to the size smaller 
than the size of an electron (a sub-atomic particle). At 
this stage it reaches a size what is known as Planck 
Length. This length is actually the quantum size limit. 
Theoretically nothing can become smaller than this 
and there is actually no instrument available that can 
measure Planck Length. The value of Planck Length is 
1.61619926 x 10-35 meters.

7.  The event horizon is just the beginning of the Black 
Hole. It is not the core of the Black Hole. The core 
of the Black Hole is called Singularity. This point of 
Singularity is the ultimate destruction point. Absolutely 
nothing can survive at that point.

8.  Closer to a Black Hole, things simply get distorted. 
The immense gravitational pull of the Black Holes 
have the ability to distort even space. This distortion 
gets profound because Black Holes spin rapidly. This 
distortion is nothing but an infinite regression of 
distortions.

9.  Stars spin and they continue doing so even after their 
death. This means they keep spinning even when they 
become Black Holes and these Black Holes in turn keep 
spinning faster and faster as they keep evaporating and 
eventually shrink to Planck Length. Even when they 
achieve the Planck Length, they keep spinning. Along 
with this spin and their gravitational force, they distort 
everything around them (actually within their event 
horizon).

10. If something travels faster than light, it can actually 
escape Black Hole. Unfortunately, there is no such 
thing known to mankind.
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The Jallianwala Bagh massacre of 1919 in Amritsar as a 
"shameful scar" on British Indian history. It is also called 
as Massacre of Amritsar and one of the most tragic yet 
landmark events in the history of India. This massacre 
exposed the inhuman approach of the British when the 
British troop cold-bloodedly open fire into an unarmed 
crowd without any warning by General Dyer which had 
assembled at enclosed park for the public meeting that was 
banned.
On 13th April people gathered there to protest against 
the arrest of the two nationalist leaders, Satya Pal and Dr 
Saifuddin Kitchlew. Suddenly, a British military officer, 
General Dyer, entered the park with his troops. Without 
even giving a warning to the people to disperse, he ordered 
his troops fired at the unarmed crowd for ten minutes and 
when their ammunition was exhausted, they left. In those 
ten minutes, according to the estimates of the congress, 
about a thousand persons were killed and about 2000 
wounded. The bullet marks can be still seen on the walls 
of the Jallianwala Bagh which is now a national memorial.
The massacre had been a calculated act and Dyer declared 
with pride that he had done it to produce ‘moral effect’ on 
the people and that he had made up his mind that he would 
shoot down all men if they were going to continue the 
meeting. He had no regrets. He went to England and some 
Englishmen collected money to honour him. Others were 
shocked at this act of brutality and demanded an enquiry. A 
British newspaper called it as one of the bloody massacres 
of modern history.
About 21 years later, on 13 March 1940, Udham Singh, 
an Indian revolutionary, shot Michael O’Dwyer dead who 
was the Lt. Governor of Punjab at the time of the Jalliawala 
Bagh massacre. The massacre aroused the fury of the Indian 
people and the government replied with further brutalities. 
People in Punjab were made to crawl on the streets. They 
were put in open cages and flogged. Newspapers were 
banned and their editors put behind the bars or deported. A 
reign of terror, like the one that followed the suppression of 
the revolt of 1857, was let loose.

India has signed an MoU with NABCONS for setting up India-Africa Institute of Agriculture and 
Rural Development (IAIARD) in Malawi.

Background
Since the beginning of the World War I, there had been 
an increasing resentment and civil unrest throughout the 
country especially in the states of West Bengal and Punjab. 
It was due to the terrible repercussions of the war, like- 
inflation, heavy taxation, a huge number of dead and 
wounded soldiers that contributed immensely in uniting 
the nation against the British Rule. The worsening civil 
unrest led to the formation of Rowlatt Committee in 
1919. The Rowlatt Act was a legislative act that allowed 
certain political cases to be tried without the presence 
of a jury and permitted internment of suspects without 
any trial. This is the time when Mahatma Gandhi came 
to light as a revolutionary. The Act resulted in furious 
protests throughout the country. The unrest became worst, 
especially in Punjab.

There were demonstrations held at the residence of 
Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar to demand the release 
of two popular leaders of the Indian Independence 
Movement- Satya Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew.  There 
were violent protests that resulted in the burning of the 
Town Hall and Railway station, disruption of telegraphs 
and communication system. It resulted in many deaths 
including a few deaths of the European government 
officials as well as civilians. 

Due to all these activities, the city of Amritsar witnessed 
a few days of silence while other parts of Punjab suffered. 
The British Government thus decided to place most of 
Punjab under Martial Law. Restrictions were placed on the 
civil liberties that banned public gatherings and prohibited 
assembling of more people together.

What Happened in Jallianwala 
Bagh in 1919?
On 13 April 1919, thousands of people were gathered at 
Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar, Punjab. This day marks the 
beginning of New Year for the Sikhs and is also celebrated 
as Baisakhi festival all over Punjab. People travel days to 

Jallianwala bagh 
Massacre Centenary
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reach Punjab on this auspicious day to celebrate Baisakhi 
with their family and loved ones. 
On the morning of Baisakhi, Colonel Reginald Dyer had 
announced the implementation of a curfew throughout 
Amritsar and a ban on all processions that even prohibited a 
group of 4 or more people to meet publicly. At about 12:40 
PM, Dyer received confidential information about the 
meeting taking place at Jallianwala Bagh that may result 
in riots and protests. By mid-day, thousands of people were 
gathered at the Jallianwala Bagh including the devotees 
at Harmandir Sahib. Jallianwala Bagh was covered on 
all sides by walls reaching up to 10 feet. It is equipped 
with narrow entrances, most of which were locked. The 
place was flocked by the devotees, traders, farmers and 
merchants who visited Amritsar to enjoy the festival and 
witness the Baisakhi horse and cattle fair. Sensing the 
number of people present there and the secret meeting that 
was going to take place at 4:30 PM, General Dyer arrived 
there with armed troops.
The main entrance was also guarded by the armed troops. 
There were armoured cars accompanying the troops that 
were supposedly carrying machine guns and explosives. 
On Dyer's orders, there was ruthless firing done on the 
uninformed crowd. There were about 25,000 people 
present there at the time of firing. Some tried to escape 
while some choose to jump in the solitude well built in the 
premises of Jallianwala Bagh. The troops were ordered 
to start shooting from the most densely crowded spot to 
harm the maximum number of people. This heinous act 
of violence resulted in extreme mass killing. The firing 
continued for about 10 minutes, and it only ceased when 
the ammunition supplies were almost exhausted. The 
scattered dead bodies could not even be moved due to the 
implemented curfew.  Colonel Dyer reportedly carried out 
this firing not just to disperse the meeting, but to punish 
the Indians for disobeying their orders.  In a telegram sent 
by British Lieutenant Governor of Punjab, Colonel Dyer's 
actions were supposed to be correct and approved by him. 
Further, the British Lieutenant even asked the Viceroy to 
implement martial law in Punjab.

How many people died in the 
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre?
The number of deaths caused due to the firing had been 
a disputed issue till now. While the official enquiry by 
the British informed about 379 deaths, the death toll was 
quoted to be around 1,000 by Congress. There were about 
120 dead bodies recovered from the well also.
It has often been said that Britain lost its empire the day 
when, a hundred years ago, Brigadier-General Reginald 

Dyer(55) commanding a regiment of 50 Gurkha and 
Baluchi riflemen, ordered firing without warning upon 
an unarmed crowd of over 15,000 Indians gathered at an 
enclosure called the Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar, a stone’s 
throw from the Golden Temple.

Resolution passed by Punjab 
Assembly 
The Punjab Assembly unanimously passed a resolution, 
seeking an apology from the British government for the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre. Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Brahm Mohindra moved the resolution and political parties, 
cutting across party lines, supported it.
However, its proper acknowledgement could only be by 
way of a formal apology by the British government to the 
people of India as we observe the Centenary of this great 
tragedy.
This August House thus unanimously recommends to the 
state government to take up this matter with the government 
of India to impress upon the British government to 
officially apologise for the massacre of innocent people at 
Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar. Opposition parties AAP, SAD-
BJP and Lok Insaaf Party supported the resolution.

Britain has much to apologise 
for….
April 13, 2019 will mark 100 years of the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre. Considered one of the deadliest attacks in the 
history of the world, the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre led to 
the deaths of hundreds of unarmed Indians by the soldiers of 
the British Indian Army in Amritsar. On Wednesday, British 
Prime Minister Theresa May described the Jallianwala 
Bagh Massacre on April 13, 1919 as a "shameful scar" on 
the British Indian history. She, however, stopped short of 
a formal apology demanded by a cross-section of British 
parliamentarians in the previous debates. In a statement, 
marking the 100 years of Jallianwala massacre, she said, 
"The tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh of 1919 is a shameful 
scar on British Indian history. As Her Majesty the Queen 
(Elizabeth II) said before visiting Jallianwala Bagh in 1997, 
it is a distressing example of our past history with India." 
Amarinder Singh, Chief Minister of Punjab, said Theresa 
May's words were not enough. He said "an unequivocal 
official apology" is needed for the "monumental barbarity".
Britain's opposition Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn 
demanded that those who lost their lives in the massacre 
deserve a "full, clear and unequivocal apology for what 
took place". Former British prime minister David Cameron 
had described the episode as "deeply shameful" in a visit to 
Amritsar in 2013. But he too didn't say sorry.
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Command (SFC), which looks after nuclear arsenal of the country.

Q.1 Where was the 3rd Indo-Japan Workshop on 
Disaster Risk Reduction 2019 held?

 (1) Nagoya (2) Sapporo (3) New Delhi
 (4) Korba (5) Fukuoka
Q.2 Where was the International Workshop on Disaster 

Resilient Infrastructure (IWDRI) 2019held?
 (1) Tokyo (2) New Delhi (3) Paris
 (4) Singapore (5) Beijing
Q.3 Who has assumed the charge of Flag Officer Sea 

Training (FOST)?
 (1) Admiral Sunil Lanba
 (2) Vice Admiral M. S. Pawar
 (3) Vice Admiral S. N. Ghormade
 (4) Rear Admiral Anil Kumar Saxena
 (5) Rear Admiral Krishna Swaminathan
Q.4 Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw has been reappointed as 

the independent director of which organisation?
 (1) Wipro  (2) Infosys
 (3) Tata & Sons  (4) Airtel
 (5) Reliance Jio
Q.5 Padmaja has been appointed as the next High 

Commissioner of India to which of the following 
country?

 (1) Fiji (2) Japan (3) Russia
 (4) China (5) Iran
Q.6 Which popular Indian fashion designer has been 

appointed as the Cultural and Tourism Ambassador 
of Uzbekistan?

 (1) Manish Malhotra (2) Tarun Tahiliani
 (3) Ritu Beri  (4) Wendell Rodricks
 (5) Rohit Bal
Q.7 When is the International Day of Forests observed?
 (1) 21st January  (2) 21st February
 (3) 21st March  (4) 21st April
 (5) 21st May
Q.8 Who is the president of the Basketball Federation 

of India?
 (1) K. Govindaraj 
 (2) Teja Singh Dhaliwal
 (3) Chander Mukhi Sharma
 (4) Philip John Weber
 (5) None of these

Q.9 Which former chief National pistol coach and DIG 
of BSF, has passed away recently?

 (1) Mohinder Lal 
 (2) Dhananjay Singh
 (3) Virendra Srivastava
 (4) Suraj Rathore
 (5) None of these
Q.10 Who has been awarded with the Abel Prize?
 (1) William Abikoff (2) Ralph Abraham
 (3) Colin Adams  (4) Karen Uhlenbeck
 (5) Jeffrey Adams 
Q.11 Where was the International seminar on “Sanskrit: 

a common treasure for India and Nepal” held?
 (1) Kathmandu   (2) Janakpur
 (3) Ghorahi  (4) Hetauda
 (5) Dhangadhi
Q.12 The Government of India has extended financial 

grant of _____ Nepalese rupees for the construction 
of an educational campus in Nepal.

 (1) 5 million (2) 12 million (3) 70 million
 (4) 35.5 million (5) 125 million
Q.13 Who is appointed as the next Chief of the Naval 

Staff?
 (1) Vice Admiral Karambir Singh 
 (2) Admiral Nirmal Kumar Verma
 (3) Admiral Devendra Kumar Joshi
 (4) Admiral Robin K Dhowan
 (5) Admiral Sunil Lanba
Q.14 Where is the 33rd edition of the India-Indonesia 

Coordinated Patrol (IND-INDO CORPAT) held?
 (1) Kochi  (2) Port Blair
 (3) Visakhapatnam (4) Kanyakumari
 (5) Mumbai
Q.15 What is the new name of the capital of Kazakhstan?
 (1) Kostanay (2) Aktau (3) Nursultan 
 (4) Kokshetau (5) Baikonur
Q.16 Recently the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of 

India (IBBI) has signed an MoU with __ for better 
implementation of IBC.

 (1) SEBI (2) TRAI (3) RBI
 (4) IRDA (5) NPCI
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Q.17 India has won the SAFF Women's Championship 
for the fifth time by defeating which country?

 (1) Iran (2) Nepal (3) China
 (4) Taiwan (5) Malaysia
Q.18 India has won the 368 medals at Special Olympic 

Games. Where was it held?
 (1) Dubai (2) Abu Dhabi (3) Paris
 (4) Canberra (5) Mumbai
Q.19 Indian Air Force will participate in Langkawi 

International Maritime Aero Expo, LIMA 2019. 
Where is Langkawi?

 (1) Malaysia  (2) Indonesia
 (3) Saudi Arabia  (4) Kazakhstan
 (5) Tanzania
Q.20 Where will the 6th edition of joint Military 

Exercise "Mitra Shakti" be conducted?
 (1) Thailand (2) Myanmar (3) China
 (4) Indonesia (5) Sri Lanka
Q.21 C S Shivalli passed away recently. He was __.
 (1) Politician (2) Author (3) Actor
 (4) Dancer (5) Director
Q.22 Which aviation company has become a member 

of global airlines’ grouping International Air 
Transport Association?

 (1) Jet Airways (2) GoIbibo (3) SpiceJet
 (4) Lufthansa (5) Air Iran
Q.23 Which state has celebrated its 107th foundation 

day on 22nd March?
 (1) Bihar (2) Goa (3) Gujarat
 (4) Rajasthan (5) Punjab
Q.24 According to the government what amount has 

been raised from disinvestment in the current 
financial year (2018-19)?

 (1) `15,000 crore (2) `80,000 crore
 (3) `45,000 crore (4) `85,000 crore
 (5) `100,000 crore
Q.25 Which bank has signed Memorandum of 

understanding with Bank of China to enhance 
business synergies?

 (1) State Bank of India
 (2) Punjab National Bank

 (3) United Bank of India
 (4) Union Bank of India
 (5) Bank of India
Q.26 Which Cab-service provider will buy Dubai-based 

rival Careem Networks FZ for over $3 billion?
 (1) Uber (2) Lyft (3) Hailo
 (4) Ola (5) Grab Taxi
Q.27 Neha Upadhyaya is among 16 persons selected 

by ___ University as the 2019 World Fellows, the 
signature global leadership development initiative 
at the prestigious institution.

 (1) Cambridge (2) Yale (3) Oxford
 (4) Harvard (5) Stanford
Q.28 Which engineering firm has signed an agreement 

to acquire 85 per cent equity stake in Linjemontage 
i Grastorp AB for USD 24 million?

 (1) Unitech Power Transmission
 (2) Kalpataru Power Transmission
 (3) Bonfiglioli Transmissions
 (4) Ringfeder Power Transmission
 (5) None of these
Q.29 Who has been appointed as the Commissioner of 

Metro Railway Safety (CMRS)?
 (1) Mayank Agrawal (2) Bupesh Singh
 (3) Manpreet Singh (4) Janak Kumar Garg
 (5) Sohan Pasi
Q.30 Where is The Indian Navy's Nuclear, Biological 

and Chemical Training Facility located?
 (1) Dwarika  (2) Lonavala 
 (3) Kanyakumari  (4) Kochi
 (5) Visakhapatnam
Q.31 Who has become the first batsman to score the 

fastest 4000 runs in the Indian Premier League?
 (1) Rohit Sharma (2) Virat Kohli
 (3) Chris Gayle  (4) AB De Villier
 (5) Tim Southee 
Q.32 The Indian Air Force inducted the first unit of four 

'Chinook' heavy-lift helicopters. Which country 
produces the Chinook helicopter?

 (1) Russia (2) USA (3) Israel
 (4) China (5) India
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Q.33 The FinTech Conclave 2019 was organised by 
which of the following body?

 (1) Indian Banking Association
 (2) Niti Aayog
 (3) Reserve Bank of India
 (4) Securities and Exchange Board of India
 (5) None of these
Q.34 With which country India has signed four MoUs in 

the fields of culture, tourism and sports?
 (1) Venezuela (2) Armenia (3) Croatia
 (4) Iran (5) Afghanistan
Q.35 What is India’s rank on the World Economic 

Forum’ Global Energy Transition Index?
 (1) 22nd (2) 43rd (3) 65th
 (4) 76th (5) 88th
Q.36 Former badminton player Ramesh Nabar died 

recently. He was from which state?
 (1) Punjab  (2) Kerala 
 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Meghalaya
 (5) Odisha
Q.37 Who will develop an agri-digital platform called 

'Baroda Kisan' in order to provide solutions for all 
major agricultural requirements?

 (1) NABARD
 (2) Bank of Baroda
 (3) Gujarat Government
 (4) Baroda Municipal Corporation
 (5) None of these
Q.38 Who has been conferred with Croatia's highest 

civilian award the 'Grand Order of the King of 
Tomislav'?

 (1) Narendra Modi (2) Ram Nath Kovind
 (3) Nitin Gadkari (4) Yogi Adityanath
 (5) Piyush Goyal
Q.39 Which bank has appointed N S Srinath as non-

executive chairman for a period of three years?
 (1) Karur Vysya Bank
 (2) State Bank of India
 (3) Punjab Nation Bank 
 (4) United Bank of India
 (5) None of these

Q.40 Reserve Bank of India has slapped a penalty of 
____ on Punjab National Bank for non-compliance 
of regulatory directions with regard to SWIFT 
operations.

 (1) Rs 1 crore (2) Rs 2 crore (3) Rs 3 crore
 (4) Rs 4 crore (5) Rs 5 crore
Q.41 According to the Joint United Nations Programme 

on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS), India has achieved 
______ reduction in tuberculosis deaths among 
people living with HIV by 2017.

 (1) 47 per cent (2) 25 per cent (3) 84 per cent
 (4) 72 per cent (5) 65 per cent
Q.42 Who has been awarded the 2019 Templeton Prize?
 (1) Alvin Plantinga (2) Jonathan Sacks
 (3) Jean Vanier  (4) Tomas Halik
 (5) Marcelo Gleiser
Q.43 DRDO successfully conducted an Anti-Satellite 

(ASAT) missile test from Dr A P J Abdul Kalam 
Island in Odisha. What was the code name of the 
mission?

 (1) Mission Bhakti (2) Mission Shakti
 (3) Mission Kranti (4) Mission Shanti
 (5) None of these
Q.44 Who has been awarded the prestigious Bodley 

Medal, the highest honour bestowed by the 
University of Oxford's world-famous Bodleian 
Libraries?

 (1) Manmohan Singh (2) Amartya Sen
 (3) Arvind Kejriwal (4) Rahul Gandhi
 (5) Narendra Modi
Q.45 Which pioneering Soviet-era cosmonaut died 

recently?
 (1) Valery Bykovsky (2) Vladimir Aksyonov
 (3) Ivan Anikeyev (4) Anatoly Artsebarsky
 (5) Yuri Artyukhin
Q.46 Which of the following is true among the related 

statements?
 (1) 'Mitra Shakti - VI' is a joint military exercise 

between India and Sri Lanka.
 (2) The two-week joint military exercise is 

conducted in Sri Lanka.
 (3) It aims to bring synergy and cooperation 

between the two armed forces
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 (4) It aims to bring cooperation in the field of 
counter-terrorism also.

 (5) All of these
Q.47 As per SEBI guidelines what is the deadline for 

transfer of shares of listed companies in physical 
form?

 (1) 1-Apr-19 (2) 31-Mar-19 (3) 1-Jun-19
 (4) 1-Jan-20 (5) 1-Apr-20
Q.48 State-run telecom company BSNL has awarded 

satellite bandwidth connectivity project worth 
Rs 40 crore to Hughes Communications India for 
upgrading connectivity in which two states/UTs?

 (1) Bihar and Odisha
 (2) Jharkhand and Punjab
 (3) Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Chandigarh
 (4) Andaman and Nicobar Islands and 

Lakshadweep
 (5) New Delhi and Lakshadweep
Q.49 Where has the World's largest e-waste recycling 

facility opened?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Dubai (3) Singapore
 (4) Beijing (5) Kathmandu
Q.50 Where will Nepal Investment Summit 2019 be 

held?
 (1) Kathmandu  (2) Pokhara
 (3) Bharatpur  (4) Janakpur Dham
 (5) Dhangadhi
Q.51 Test cricketer, coach and commentator Bruce 

Yardley has passed away recently. He belongs to 
which country?

 (1) England  (2) Australia 
 (3) New Zealand  (4) Zimbabwe
 (5) South Africa
Q.52 Who has been appointed as the ad-hoc Ethics 

Officer of BCCI?
 (1) D K Jain  (2) Sreesanth
 (3) Mohd. Azharuddin (4) Anil Kumble
 (5) Sourav Ganguly
Q.53 Which IT services major has partnered with IIT 

Kharagpur to collaborate on industry-focused 
applied research in the areas of 5G and artificial 
intelligence (AI)?

 (1) HCL Tech (2) TCS (3) Wipro
 (4) Infosys (5) Accenture
Q.54 Which IT services firm will acquire 75 per cent 

stake in ABN AMRO Bank's wholly-owned 
subsidiary, Stater, for 127.5 million euros (about 
Rs 989 crore)?

 (1) Axis Bank  (2) Bajaj Allianz 
 (3) Tata & Sons  (4) Infosys
 (5) Accenture
Q.55 India has signed an MOU on strengthening 

cooperation in healthcare sector?
 (1) United States of America
 (2) Britain
 (3) African Union
 (4) European Union
 (5) None of these
Q.56 Who have been honoured with this year's Delhi 

Sports Journalists Association's (DSJA) Best 
Sportsperson award?

 (1) Rishabh Pant  (2) Bajrang Punia
 (3) Rani Rampal  (4) Manu Bhaker
 (5) All of these
Q.57 Which company has become the first company in 

the country to have crossed coal production figure 
of 150 million tonnes in a financial year?

 (1) South Eastern Coalfields Ltd
 (2) Gujarat Mineral Development Corporation
 (3) NLC India Limited
 (4) Odisha Coal and Power Limited
 (5) Singareni Collieries Company
Q.58 Which country have signed an Inter-Governmental 

Agreement for exchange of Country-by-Country 
(CbC) reports to check tax evasion by multinational 
companies with India?

 (1) USA (2) Italy (3) China
 (4) Venezuela (5) South Africa
Q.59 Renowned writer, Ashitha, has passed away 

recently. She was _____ writer.
 (1) Telugu  (2) Malayalam
 (3) Hindi  (4) Urdu
 (5) Konkani
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and deliver 100 warships.

Q.60 Who is the President of Comoros?
 (1) Ahmed Abdallah 
 (2) Azali Assoumani
 (3) Said Mohamed Jaffar
 (4) Ali Soilih
 (5) Mohamed Ahmed
Q.61 Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 

(IEEE) signed an agreement with Common Services 
Centers (CSC) to help upskill how many young 
professionals in core technologies over the next year?

 (1) 50 Thousand 
 (2) 1 Lakh
 (3) 1 Lakh 50 Thousand
 (4) 2 Lakh
 (5) 2 Lakh 50 Thousand
Q.62 Which two Indian cricketer are at third and second 

spots respectively in the batting and bowling charts 
of the latest ICC Women T20 Players’ Ranking?

 (1) Mithali Raj and Ekta Bisht
 (2) Harmanpreet Kaur and Rajeshwari Gayakwad
 (3) Smriti Mandhana and Poonam Yadav
 (4) Thirush Kamini and Mansi Joshi
 (5) Veda Krishnamurthy and Sneh Rana
Q.63 According to the latest rankings by Skytrax, which 

is the world's best airport for 7th straight year?
 (1) Tokyo Haned  (2) Seoul Incheon
 (3) Doha Hamad  (4) Singapore Changi
 (5) Hong Kong 
Q.64 Who is the author of the book “Indian Fiscal 

Federalism”?
 (1) D Subbarao  (2) Y. V. Reddy
 (3) Raghuram Rajan (4) Arun Jaitley
 (5) Subramanian Swami
Q.65 Which country has been designated as the Guest of 

Honour at Paris Livre (Paris Book Fair) in 2020?
 (1) USA (2) India (3) China
 (4) Russia (5) Japan
Q.66 Film director Agnes Varda has passed away 

recently. She was related to which film industry?
 (1) French (2) American (3) English
 (4) Hindi (5) Chinese

Q.67 Manu Bhaker has won the Gold Medal in women’s 
10m Air Pistol event at the 12th Asian Airgun 
Championships. Where was it held?

 (1) Taipei (2) Taoyuan (3) Tainan
 (4) Kaohsiung (5) Hsinchu
Q.68 Virat Kohli became the second batsman to score 

5000 runs in IPL. Who was the first batsman to 
score 5000 runs in IPL? 

 (1) Shikhar Dhawan (2) Ajinkya Rahane
 (3) AB de Villiers (4) Suresh Raina 
 (5) Chris Gayle
Q.69 Where will the National Thermal Power Corporation 

(NTPC) set up a 25 MW floating solar power plant?
 (1) Surat  (2) Pune 
 (3) Kanyakumari  (4) Mumbai
 (5) Visakhapatnam
Q.70 All branches of which two banks shall function as 

branches of Bank of Baroda with effect from April 
1, 2019?

 (1) Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank
 (2) India Bank and PNB
 (3) Union Bank of India and Vijaya Bank
 (4) SBI and Karnataka Bank
 (5) Allahabad Bank and Central bank of India
Q.71 Who has won Bahrain Grand Prix title?
 (1) Valtteri Bottas (2) Charles Leclerc
 (3) Lewis Hamilton (4) Max Verstappen
 (5) Sebastian Vettel
Q.72 Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador 

of India to Morocco?
 (1) Kheya Bhattacharya
 (2) Shambhu S. Kumaran
 (3) Dinesh K. Patnaik
 (4) Krishan Kumar
 (5) Brij B. Tyagi
Q.73 Who has won the men's doubles title of the India Open?
 (1) Vladimir Ivanov & Ivan Sozonov
 (2) Manu Attri & B. Sumeeth Reddy
 (3) Bodin Isara & Maneepong Jongjit
 (4) Ricky Lee Yang and Wang Chi-Lin
 (5) Karandasuwardi and Angga Pratama
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Q.74 Navy has inducted the sixth indigenously designed 
and built transport ship, LCU L56. What is the full 
form of LCU?

 (1) Loader Carrier Utility
 (2) Land Craft Utility
 (3) Landing Craft Utility
 (4) Light Carrier Utility
 (5) None of these
Q.75 Who is the president of the Federation of PTI 

Employees' Unions?
 (1) AG Mohan  (2) Balram Dahiya
 (3) Kishor Paswan (4) Sunil Apte
 (5) Jayant Rao
Q.76 Where is Asia's largest tulip garden situated?
 (1) Kashmir (2) Jammu (3) Srinagar
 (4) Leh (5) Baramulla
Q.77 ISRO's (Indian Space Research Organisation) 

PSLV C45 lifted off from the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre, carrying India's EMISAT satellite 
along with 28 nano satellites of global customers. 
What is the speciality of EMISAT satellite?

 (1) Communications Satellite.
 (2) Surveillance Satellite
 (3) Remote Sensing Satellite
 (4) Navigation Satellite
 (5) Geostationary Satellites
Q.78 Who took over as the new national president of 

the Confederation of Real Estate Developers' 
Associations of India (CREDAI), the apex body of 
private real estate developers in India?

 (1) Jaxay Shah  
 (2) Satish Magar
 (3) Harsh Vardhan Patodia
 (4) Vishal Gupta
 (5) Narendra Kumar
Q.79 Who has become the first female President of 

Slovakia?
 (1) Ana Brnabić  (2) Bidhya Devi Bhandari
 (3) Erna Solberg  (4) Zuzana Caputova
 (5) Saara Kuugongelwa
Q.80 Which country has won the Sultan Azlan Shah 

Hockey tournament title for 2019?

 (1) Indonesia (2) Malaysia (3) India

 (4) China (5)  Australia

Q.81 Who has won the Womens Single Miami Open 
2019 title?

 (1) Ashleigh Barty (2) Karolina Pliskova

 (3) Serena Williams (4) Dinara Safina

 (5) Svetlana Kuznetsova 

Q.82 Viktor Axelsen of Denmark has won the men's 
singles title of Yonex-Sunrise India Open 
badminton tournament 2019. He has won this title 
by defeating which player?

 (1) Shi Yuqi  (2) Viktor Axelsen

 (3) Srikanth Kidambi (4) Tommy Sugiarto

 (5) Sameer Verma

Q.83 Who has lost the men's singles title of Miami Open 
2019 to Roger Federer?

 (1) Novak Djokovic (2) Alexander Zverev

 (3) John Isner  (4) Dominic Thiem

 (5) Kei Nishikori

Q.84 Which is the largest state-owned lender after State 
Bank of India?

 (1) HDFC Bank  (2) Vijaya Bank

 (3) Bank of Baroda (4) Punjab National Bank

 (5) IDBI Bank

Q.85 India has signed three MoUs in the fields of 
mining, culture and disability with which country?

 (1) Taiwan (2) Chile (3) Japan

 (4) Norway (5) Scotland

Q.86 Who is the managing director of the Life Insurance 
Corporation of India (LIC)?

 (1) Vipin Anand  (2) M R Kumar

 (3) Hemant Bhargava (4) B Venugopal

 (5) Subhash Chandra Garg

Q.87 Who has been conferred with the Pravasi Bhartiya 
Samman Award?

 (1) Dr Rajendra Joshi

 (2) Mala Mehta

 (3) Ramakrishna Mission

 (4) Dr. Satendra K. Singh

 (5) Khorshed Noshir Ginwala
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Visakhapatnam.

Q.88 Which veteran filmmaker, known for infusing 
realism in Tamil cinema, died recently?

 (1) Niveditha Arjun (2) Panchu Arunachalam
 (3) A. L. Azhagappan (4) J Mahendra
 (5) Dayanidhi Azhagiri
Q.89 Who is the Commander-in-Chief of the Strategic 

Forces Command (SFC), which looks after nuclear 
arsenal of the country?

 (1) Lieutenant General Balraj Singh Naga
 (2) Air Marshal Kughikombil Joseph Mathews
 (3) Vice Admiral Surinder Pal Singh Cheema
 (4) Air Marshal NJS Dhillon
 (5) Lieutenant General Amit Sharma
Q.90 Who took charge as chief executive of the 

International Cricket Council?
 (1) Manu Sawhney (2) Sharad Pawar
 (3) Mustafa Kamal (4) Zaheer Abbas
 (5) Shashank Manohar
Q.91 Which company has signed an agreement 

with Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL) for 
cooperation in the development of solar power 
projects?

 (1) Tata India Ltd (2) Reliance India Ltd
 (3) GAIL India Ltd (4) Coal India Ltd
 (5) None of these
Q.92 Dilip Sarkar, former Tripura Minister, has passed 

away recently. He was from which constituency?
 (1) Mandai Bazar (2) Takarjala
 (3) Pratapgarh  (4) Badharghat
 (5) Kamalasagar
Q.93 Recently, Kartik Chandra Rath has passed away. 

He was a __.
 (1) Dancer (2) Dramatist (3) Singer
 (4) Lyricist (5) Actor
Q.94 Which of the following is the "first Indian shipyard 

to build and deliver 100 warships?
 (1) Mazagon Dock Limited
 (2) Cochin Shipyard Limited
 (3) Hindustan Shipyard Limited
 (4) Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers
 (5) Goa Shipyard Limited

Q.95 Who has become the first Indian male squash player 
to enter the top 10 in the latest PSA (Professional 
Squash Association) world rankings.

 (1) Vikram Malhotra (2) Mahesh Mangaonkar
 (3) Saurav Ghosal (4) Cyrus Poncha
 (5) Guhan Senthilkumar
Q.96 According to ___ of Asian Development Bank 

(ADB), Indiais expected to grow at 7.2 per cent in 
the current fiscal on strengthening consumption. 

 (1) Asian Growth Report 2019
 (2) Asian Development Report 2019
 (3) Asian Outlook 2019
 (4) Development Outlook 2019
 (5) None of these
Q.97 Which of the following statement is not true about 

report on Food Crisis 2019?
 (1)  It is released by Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), World Food Programme 
(WFP) and EU Global.

 (2)  According to it more than 113 million people 
across 53 countries experienced acute hunger 
last year. 

 (3)  Conflict, climate-related disasters and 
economic turbulence were mainly driving the 
food insecurity crisis. 

 (4)  All of the above
 (5)  None of the above
Q.98 Recently, the sale of which of the following 

military equipment has been approved by USA to 
India at an estimated cost of USD 2.4 billion?

 (1) C-130Js  (2) AH-64s
 (3) CH-47s  (4) M777 howitzers
 (5) MH-60R
Q.99 Third edition of bilateral maritime exercise 

"AUSINDEX” between Australian and Indian 
Navies has been started at___.

 (1) Visakhapatnam (2) Sydney
 (3) Canberra  (4) New Delhi
 (5) Kanyakumari
Q.100 Where was the fourth meeting of India-Ukraine 

working group on trade and economic cooperation 
(IU-WGTEC) held?

 (1) Crimea (2) New Delhi (3) Kiev
 (4) Mumbai (5) Odessa
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All branches of Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank will function as branches of Bank of Baroda with effect 

from April 1, 2019.

Q.101 Who has won the prestigious John Dirks Canada 
Gairdner Global Health Award?

 (1) Satoshi Omura (2) Anthony Fauci
 (3) Salim Yusuf  (4) Alan Bernstein
 (5) Vikram Patel
Q.102 Which of the following is a new feature launched 

by WhatsApp to tackle fake news?
 (1) Fake News Checker
 (2) Checkpoint Tipline
 (3) Fake news Checkpoint
 (4) Tipline Checker
 (5) Fake News Stopper
Q.103 The Reserve Bank of India will inject long-term 

liquidity worth __ US Dollars into the banking 
system through a dollar-rupee buy-sell swap for a 
tenure of three years.

 (1) 5 billion (2) 7 billion (3) 33 billion
 (4) 32 billion (5) 41 billion
Q.104 Vijay Chandok has been appointed as the MD and 

CEO of which of the following company?
 (1) SBI Mutual Fund (2) Axis Direct
 (3) ICICI Securities  (4) Karvy Finapolis
 (5) IDBI Bank
Q.105 Which of the following statement is false according 

to a report by the United Nations Population Fund?
 (1) India’s population grew at an average annual 

rate of 1.2 per cent between 2010 and 2019.
 (2) As a result of the growth rate the population 

increased to 1.36 billion.
 (3) This growth rate is more than double of the 

annual growth rate of China.
 (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.106 Veteran leader and former parliamentarian Drupad 

Borgohain died recently. He belongs to which 
party?

 (1) Communist Party of India
 (2) Indian National Congress
 (3) Bhartiya Janta Party
 (4) Samajwadi Party
 (5) Bahujan Samaj Party

Q.107 What is the interest rate for General Provident 
Fund, GPF, Contributory Provident Fund and other 
related schemes for the first quarter of current 
financial year?

 (1) 9% (2) 8.50% (3) 8.65%
 (4) 8% (5) 10%
Q.108 Who will receive 2019 UNESCO/Guillermo Cano 

Press Freedom Prize?
 (1) Wa Lone  (2) Kyaw Soe Oo
 (3) Sudhir Chaudhary (4) 1 & 2
 (5) 2 & 3
Q.109 Which company has collaborated with tech giant 

Google to build industry-specific cloud solutions?
 (1) Wipro (2) TCS (3) Infosys
 (4) HCL (5) Aegis
Q.110 Tata Trusts has inked a pact which company to 

jointly rejuvenate handloom clusters in the eastern 
and north-eastern parts of the country?

 (1) Infosys  (2) Google India
 (3) Amazon India (4) Microsoft India
 (5) None of these
Q.111 According to World Health Organisation (WHO) 

what was the Global cigarette sales in 2017?
 (1) $500 billion  (2) $700 billion
 (3) $1200 billion  (4) $7400 billion
 (5) $100 billion
Q.112 According to a Salesforce study, what is the rank 

of India in the Asia Pacific region on artificial 
intelligence readiness?

 (1) First (2) Second (3) Third
 (4) Fourth (5) Fifth
Q.113 Who has been named Wisden's 'Leading Cricketer' 

for third straight year?
 (1) Rohit Sharma (2) Gautam Gambhir
 (3) Virat Kohli  (4) Harbhajan Singh
 (5) Hardik Pandya
Q.114 Justice Vikram Nath has been appointed Chief 

Justice of which state’s High Court?
 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Madhya Pradesh
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Himachal Pradesh
 (5) Arunachal Pradesh
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Q.115 Olga Tokarczuk, Jokha Alharthi, Annie Ernaux, 
Marion Poschmann, Juan Gabriel Vasquez and 
Alia Trabucco Zeran has been named nominees 
for this year's___.

 (1) Nobel Prize 
 (2) Academy Awards
 (3) Booker International Prize
 (4) BAFTA Awards
 (5) Pulitzer Prize  
Q.116 According to IMF's World Economic Outlook 

(WEO), India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
growth rate is expected to grow at ___ in fiscal 
year 2019-20.

 (1) 7.0 per cent  (2) 7.1 per cent
 (3) 7.2 per cent  (4) 7.3 per cent
 (5) 7.4 per cent
Q.117 Which longest serving legislator in Kerala’s 

history, died recently?
 (1) K. Muraleedharan (2) K. M. Mani
 (3) V. S. Sivakumar (4) O. Rajagopal
 (5) K. S. Sabarinathan
Q.118 Exim Bank has granted a loan of $30million for 

the rehabilitation of Yendi Water Systems. Where 
is Yendi?

 (1) Nigeria  (2) Ghana 
 (3) South Africa  (4) Egypt
 (5) Algeria
Q.119 Which India’s education technology startup has 

won a Next Billion Edtech Prize 2019?
 (1) Bhartiya Education (2) Taleem Education
 (3) Gyan Education (4) Shishka Education
 (5) Dost Education
Q.120 12th Bilateral Exercise "BOLD 

KURUKSHETRA-2019' was held between which 
countries?

 (1) Singapore-Malaysia
 (2) India-Singapore
 (3) Thailand-Malaysia
 (4) India-Maldives
 (5) Maldives- Thailand
Q.121 Who is appointed as the MD and CEO of Indian 

Overseas Bank (IOB)?

 (1) Karnam Sekar
 (2) Rajnish Kumar
 (3) S.S. Mallikarjuna Rao
 (4) J Packirisamy
 (5) P.S. Jayakumar
Q.122 Who has been named as the MD and CEO of 

Canara Bank?
 (1) Pallav Mohapatra (2) Karnam Sekar
 (3) Rakesh Sharma (4) Padmaja Chunduru
 (5) R. A. Sankara Narayanan
Q.123 Which institute has topped the HRD Ministry's 

national ranking of higher education institutes?
 (1) IIT Madras  
 (2) IISc Bangalore
 (3) Miranda House Delhi
 (4) DDU Gorakhpur
 (5) IIM Ahmedabad
Q.124 What is the total amount of remittances received 

by India in 2018, according to the latest edition 
of the World Bank's 'Migration and Development 
Brief'?

 (1) $23 billion  (2) $57 billion
 (3) $79 billion  (4) $83 billion
 (5) $100 billion
Q.125 Who is elected as the new president of International 

Chamber of Commerce (ICC) India?
 (1) Vikramjit Singh Sahney
 (2) Ajay Banga
 (3) Sunil Bharti Mittal
 (4) Rajan Bharti Mittal
 (5) None of these
Q.126 Which country have agreed to increase cooperation 

in security and defence spheres including regional 
security, curbing drug smuggling and human 
trafficking with India?

 (1) Oman  (2) Sri Lanka
 (3) Bangladesh  (4) Thailand
 (5) Bhutan
Q.127 Who has won the women's singles title of 

Monterrey Open?
 (1) Victoria Azarenka
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 (2) Garbiñe Muguruza
 (3) Tímea Babos
 (4) Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova
 (5) Angelique Kerber
Q.128 What the World Bank’s projection for India’s GDP 

growth rate in fiscal year 2019-20?
 (1) 6.00% (2) 6.50% (3) 7.00%
 (4) 7.50% (5) 8.00%
Q.129 Who has been appointment as chief coach of the 

India men’s hockey team?
 (1) Harendra Singh (2) Graham Reid
 (3) Terry Walsh  (4) Neil Hawgood
 (5) None of these
Q.130 BSE has signed a MoU with which bank to 

strengthen the BSE Startups platform?
 (1) IDBI Bank (2) SBI (3) PNB
 (4) ICICI Bank (5) HDFC Bank
Q.131 Which company has been named as the 'Global 

Slag Company of the Year' at the 14th Global 
Slag Conference and Exhibition 2019 in Aachen, 
Germany?

 (1) Indian Oil Corporation
 (2) SAIL
 (3) Tata Steel
 (4) NALCO
 (5) TELCO
Q.132 ___, the first indigenous long-range artillery gun 

has been inducted into the Indian Army.
 (1) Bofors (2) Dhanush (3) Howitzer
 (4) Agni (5) Arjun
Q.133 According to the PhD Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, bilateral trade between India and EU is 
likely to reach __.

 (1) $ 200 billion by 2020
 (2) $ 200 billion by 2021
 (3) $ 200 billion by 2022
 (4) $ 200 billion by 2023
 (5) $ 200 billion by 2024
Q.134 The head of South Korea's flag carrier Korean Air, 

died recently, what was his name?
 (1) Park Geun-hye (2) Roh Moo-hyun

 (3) Kim Jung-sook (4) Lee Myung-bak
 (5) Cho Yang-ho
Q.135 Who has been given additional charge of the 

post of chairman and managing director of the 
disinvestment-bound Pawan Hans Limited?

 (1) Suresh Singh  (2) Usha Padhee
 (3) Manohar Patel (4) Mukesh Sinha
 (5) Awadhesh Yadav
Q.136 The Infrastructure finance company PFS has joined 

hands with the US-India Clean Energy Finance to 
leverage funds for which projects in India?

 (1) Khadi projects (2) Education projects
 (3) Solar projects (4) Clean Ganga projects
 (5) Sanitation projects
Q.137 Who has won the men's singles title of Malaysia 

Open in Kuala Lumpur?
 (1) Tommy Sugiarto (2) Chen Long
 (3) Lee Chong Wei (4) Lin Dan
 (5) Kento Momota
Q.138 Who has won the women's singles title of Malaysia 

Open in Kuala Lumpur?
 (1) Tracey Hallam (2) Tai Tzu-ying
 (3) Zhu Lin  (4) Wong Mew Choo
 (5) Tine Rasmussen
Q.139 Which two Indian naval ships would take part in the 

Chinese Navy's 70th anniversary of celebrations?
 (1) INS Kavarathi and Yogmaya
 (2) INS Vindushara and Durga
 (3) INS Mahamaya and Kali
 (4) INS Kolkata and Shakti
 (5) INS Mumbai and Vaitarni
Q.140 Which Biologist who helped decipher the genetic 

code and jointly won the 2002 Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine, passed away recently?

 (1) Sir John E. Sulston (2) Sydney Brenner
 (3) Paul Lauterbur (4) Sir Peter Mansfield
 (5) Richard Axel
Q.141 Where was the meeting of World Economic Forum 

on the Middle East and North Africa held?
 (1) Jordan  (2) Syria 
 (3) Saudi Arabia  (4) Oman
 (5) Iran
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Chinese Taipei's Lee Yang and Wang Chi-Lin won the men's doubles title of the India Open by 
defeating Indonesian pair Ricky Karandasuwardi and Angga Pratama in men's doubles final.

Q.142 Which country has announced granting long-term 
visas for the top 100 start-ups shaping the fourth 
industrial revolution?

 (1) USA (2) UK (3) UAE

 (4) Oman (5) Syria

Q.143 Sydney Brenner, has passed away recently. He was 
a Nobel laureate in ___.

 (1) Chemistry (2) Physics (3) Physiology 

 (4) Economics (5) Peace

Q.144 Where will the Army Commanders’ Conference be 
held?

 (1) Kolkata (2) New Delhi (3) Pune

 (4) Mumbai (5) Chennai

Q.145 Justice Pradeep Nandrajog sworn in as Chief 
Justice of which High Court?

 (1) Allahabad High Court

 (2) Chennai High Court

 (3) Imphal High Court

 (4) Bombay High Court

 (5) Kolkata High Court

Q.146 When is World Health Day observed every year?

 (1) 4-Apr (2) 5-Apr (3) 6-Apr

 (4) 7-Apr (5) 8-Apr

Q.147 How many medals has India won in the 2019 
ITTF Junior Circuit, Ghana Junior & Cadet 
Open?

 (1) 10 medals (2) 12 medals (3) 15 medals

 (4) 17 medals (5) 25 medals

Q.148 Rasikh Salam Dar has become the second cricketer 
from Jammu & Kashmir to play in IPL. Who was 
the first?

 (1) Rasikh Salam (2) Parvez Rasool

 (3) Mithun Manhas (4) Abid Nabi

 (5) Jehangir Lone

Q.149 Which is the lowest rating of investment grade 
rated by Fitch?

 (1) AAA+ (2) AAA- (3) BBB+

 (4) BBB- (5) CCC

Q.150 The Indian football team gained two places to rise 
to 101 in the FIFA rankings. What is the rank of the 
Indian team among the Asian countries?

 (1) 11th  (2) 9th (3) 18th
 (4) 12th (5) 18th
Q.151 Where will the Nepal-India Franchise Investment 

Expo and Conclave be held?
 (1) Pokhara (2) Kathmandu (3) Lalitpur
 (4) Hetauda (5) Nepalgunj
Q.152 Which former Bollywood actress has been 

appointed as the Industry Head of Google India?
 (1) Hema Malini  (2) Mayoori kango
 (3) Lara Dutta  (4) Sushmita Sen
 (5) None of these
Q.153 Who was also known as the ‘Father of 

Entrepreneurship Movement’?
 (1) Dhirubhai Ambani
 (2) Narayana Murthy
 (3) Dr. Viharidas Gopaldas Patel
 (4) Azim H. Premji
 (5) Dr. Verghese Kurien
Q.154 According to a study conducted by the Health 

Effects Institute, over how many death has India 
faced from air pollution in 2017?

 (1) 3.5 million  (2) 1.2 million
 (3) 5.1 million  (4) 1 million
 (5) 2 million
Q.155 Who has been appointed as the High Commissioner 

of India to the Republic of Cameroon?
 (1) Rakesh Malhotra (2) Sanjay Malhotra
 (3) Vidhisha Singh (4) Mahesh Shukla
 (5) Rakesh Mishra
Q.156 Bank of India will sell __ per cent stake in its 

insurance JV Star Union Dai-ichi Life Insurance 
Co for at least __.

 (1) 5.05, Rs 1365 crore
 (2) 2.05, Rs 15 crore
 (3) 10.05, Rs 16 crore
 (4) 25.05, Rs 1,106 crore
 (5) 13.05, Rs 106 crore
Q.157 What is the current Repo Rate?
 (1) 5.75% (2) 6.00% (3) 6.25%
 (4) 6.50% (5) 6.75%
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ANSWER KEY

Q.158 Which country has conferred its highest civilian 
honour 'Zayed Medal' on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi?

 (1) Saudi Arabia  (2) Oman
 (3) Iran  (4) Iraq
 (5) United Arab Emirates
Q.159 Reliance Jio Digital Services Ltd. has acquired 

artificial intelligence firm Haptik for ___ crore.
 (1) Rs 100 (2) Rs 300 (3) Rs 700
 (4) Rs 1000 (5) Rs 500
Q.160 According to a report by property consultant JLL 

India, Stable prices and lower interest rates on 
home loans have made housing market affordable 
in all major cities of the country except which of 
the following city?

 (1) Mumbai (2) New Delhi (3) Lucknow
 (4) Hyderabad (5) Bengaluru
Q.161 Which company is the most preferred workplace 

in India according to LinkedIn's fourth edition of 
the '2019 Top Companies' list for India?

 (1) Flipkart (2) Amazon (3) Oyo
 (4) Uber (5) Ola
Q.162 Which company has received license from the 

Department of Telecommunications to provide 
Internet and mobile services on flights?

 (1) Airtel (2) MTNL (3) BSNL

 (4) Jio (5) Vodafone

Q.163 India has signed a MoU with __for setting up 
India-Africa Institute of Agriculture and Rural 
Development in Malawi.

 (1) Bank of Africa (2) NABFINS

 (3) NABCONS  (4) State Bank of India

 (5) None of these

Q.164 Which American city has created history by 
electing an African-American woman Lori 
Lightfoot as its mayor for the first time?

 (1) New York  (2) Texas

 (3) Las Vegas  (4) Chicago

 (5) Nevada

Q.165   Jay Kowli has been elected as a member of the 
Asian Boxing Confederation's (ASBC) Executive 
Committee. He is the Secretary General of which 
organisation?

 (1)  Cricket Association of India 

 (2)  Boxing Federation of India 

 (3)  Football Association of India 

 (4)  Badminton federation of India 

 (5)  Tennis Association of India

Navy has inducted the sixth indigenously designed and built transport ship, LCU L56. 
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Q.1-10. In the following sentences, three parts i.e. (A), 
(B) and (C) are given, there can be error(s) in 
one or all parts of the sentence, you will have to 
choose the incorrect part(s) of the sentence and 
mark your answer accordingly.

Q.1.  A study involving shooting video games showed 
that (A)/ lower-skilled or poor-performing males 
were more hostile towards female competitors(B)/ 
whereas higher-skilled males was more positive.(C)

 (1) Only (A)  (2) Only (B) 

 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)

 (5) No Error

Q.2.  Photographs from the scene showed that the bus was 
slice (A)/ in half in what the authorities describe as 
(B)/ a “serious rail accident”. Helicopters took the 
injured to hospital.(C)

 (1) Only (A)  (2) Both (B) and (C)

 (3) Both (A) and (B) (4) Only (C)

 (5) No Error

Q.3.  Netflix, which had been vocal in support of the 
rules in 2015,(A)/ said in January that weaker net 
neutrality wouldn’t hurt them(B)/ because it’s now 
too popular with users for broadband providers to 
interfere.(C)

 (1) Only (A)  (2) Only (B)

 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)

 (5) No Error

Q.4.  The company is deploying helium gas-based balloons 
fitted with an camera (A)/ to capture pictures of the 
farm and also detecting heat signatures (B)/ to 
understand the sowing pattern that will be conducive 
to the soil.(C)

 (1) Both (A) and (B) (2) Only (B)

 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)

 (5) No Error

Q.5.  A work programme on e-commerce was also 
adopted at the MC 11 which was exactly like the 
one proposed by India (A)/ with the old work 
programme continuing and a two year continuation 
of the moratorium on e-commerce(B)/ linked to the 
continuation of one on TRIPS and non-violation 
complaints.(C)

SBI PO PRE/EnglISh languagE

AG Mohan from Chennai and Balram Dahiya from Delhi have been re-elected unopposed as 
president and general secretary respectively of the Federation of PTI Employees' Unions.

 (1) Only (A)  (2) Both (B) and (C)

 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)

 (5) No Error

Q.6.  Technology giant Microsoft India is working to 
reduce the cost (A)/ of employing Internet of things 
(IoT) in agricultural farms(B)/ by using low cost 
sensors and reducing the usage of other equipments.
(C)

 (1) Both (B) and (C) (2) Only (B)

 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)

 (5) No Error

Q.7.  Net neutrality is the principle (A)/ that internet 
providers treat all web traffic equally,(B)/ and its 
pretty much how the internet has worked since its 
creation.(C)

 (1) Only (A)  (2) Only (B)

 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)

 (5) No Error

Q.8.  A fall in the number of warehouses means the same 
amount of goods (A)/ would be stored by lesser 
warehouses and this triggers the next round (B)/ of 
change in the transport sector – bigger trucks and 
fast transport would be in demand.(C)

 (1) Both (B) and (C) (2) Only (B)

 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)

 (5) No Error

Q.9.  Net neutrality  regulations, designed to be 
prevent(A)/ internet service providers like Verizon, 
AT&T, Comcast and Charter from(B)/ favor some 
sites and apps over others, are on the chopping block.
(C)

 (1) Only (A)  (2) Both (B) and (C)

 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)

 (5) No Error

Q.10. The net impact of the consolidation of warehouses(A)/ 
and faster and more efficient transportation(B)/ can 
bring users 20 per cent savings on logistics costs.(C)

 (1) Both (A) and (C) (2) Both (B) and (C)

 (3) Both (A) and (C) (4) Only (C)

 (5) No Error
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Asia's largest tulip garden in the summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir was thrown open to public, 
marking the beginning of new tourism season in the valley.

Q.11-15. Read the following passage carefully and answer 
the questions given below it. Certain words have 
been printed in bold to help you locate them while 
answering some questions.

 Policymakers frequently lament the dismal 
number of women students in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics fields. Girls formed 
only 8% of the total students enrolled in the Indian 
Institutes of Technology in 2016. But Indian girls 
consistently outperform their male peers in the 
higher secondary examination. Perhaps it’s time 
to consider safety along with social and economic 
variables to explain the skewed gender ratio. There 
is also a long-term cost on a woman’s well-being. 
Successive studies have documented the mental 
health impacts of being a victim, from depression to 
loss in confidence. More importantly, scientists have 
found evidence that harassment early in the career 
has long-term effects on depressive symptoms. And 
it’s not just the employee that suffers. In the US, 
employers paid about $125 million in the past two 
years to settle claims through the equal employment 
opportunity commission. One of the major cases that 
was settled in court included damages of $167million 
to a single complainant. Data on Indian companies is 
also starting to emerge. The figures don’t include the 
loss of productivity and morale that such behaviour 
imposes on the company.

 Not surprisingly, women, not men, are the solution 
for alleviating the epidemic of sexual harassment. The 
increasing number of women in leadership positions 
has a direct effect in preventing harassment. In male-
dominated industries such as mining or construction, 
far more women report sexual harassment than in 
other fields. In comparison, female-dominated and 
gender-balanced fields, such as education, harbour 
less tolerance of hostile behaviour. This correlation is 
more pronounced with other underrepresented groups. 
Male-dominated management teams are more likely to 
tolerate, sanction or even expect, aggressive behaviour 
from peers. This leads to what we often call the ‘bro-
culture’—a culture of complicity where complaints 
are not taken seriously. Companies with a diverse 
leadership are more sensitive to such complaints.

Q.11.  Where do Indian girls consistently outperform 
their male peers?

 (1) in the senior secondary school.
 (2) in the high level law examinations.
 (3) in the higher secondary examination.
 (4) Both (1) and (2)
 (5) All (1),(2) and (3)

Q.12.  What evidence have scientists found about 
harassment early in the career?

 (1)  it has long-term effects on positive symptoms.
 (2)  it has long-term effects on depressive   

 symptoms.
 (3)  it has short-term effects on depressive   

 symptoms.
 (4) it has nothing to do with the people you meet  

 during studies.
 (5)  it has long-term effects in setting life right.
Q.13.  How much one of the major cases that was settled 

in court included damages of?
 (1) $163 million to a single complainant.
 (2) $165 million to a single complainant.
 (3) $162 billion to a single complainant.
 (4) $167 trillion to a single complainant.
 (5) $167million to a single complainant.
Q.14.  Which of the following has a direct effect in 

preventing harassment?
 (1) The increasing number of men in leadership 

positions.
 (2) The increasing number of young girl  in 

leadership positions. 
 (3)  The increasing number of women in leadership 

positions.
 (4) The increasing number of politicians in 

leadership positions.
 (5) The decreasing number of women in leadership 

positions.
Q.15.  Male-dominated management teams are more 

likely to?
 (A) Tolerate aggressive behaviour from peers.
 (B) Sanction aggressive behaviour from peers.
 (C) Even expect aggressive behaviour from peers.
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (B) and (C)
 (3) Only (C) (4) Both (A) and (B)
 (5) All (A), (B) and (C)
Q.16-25. Choose the most appropriate option among 

(A), (B) and (C) which completes the sentences 
and makes them grammatically correct and 
meaningful .

Q.16.  In many factories, workers look over parts coming 
off an assembly line for defects. _____________ in 
which a worker instead put a circuit board beneath 
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a digital camera connected to a computer and the 
computer identified a defect in the part. 

 (A) A showed a video 
 (B) A video was shown
 (C) Showed is video
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (A) and (C)
 (3) Only (B) (4) Both (A) and (B)
 (5) None of them
Q.17.  India has a robust system of public-interest litigation 

that ____________ and seek judicial intervention.
 (A) allow citizens or the court to raise issues
 (B) allows citizens or the court to raise issues
 (C) allowed the court or citizens to raise issues
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (B) and (C)
 (3) Only (B) (4) Both (A) and (B)
 (5) None of them
Q.18.  The Syrian government delegation had refused to 

discuss two of the major potential agenda items 
____________ insisting instead it would only 
discuss terrorism.

 (A)  a constitution process and presidential elections
 (B) a constitutional process and president elections
 (C) a constitutional process and presidential 

elections
 (1) Only (C) (2) Both (A) and (C)
 (3) Only (B) (4) Both (A) and (B)
 (5) None of them
Q.19. Consumers now experience AI ___________ 

help categorize digital photographs and speech 
recognition that helps power digital voice assistants 
such as Apple Inc’s Siri or Amazon.com Inc’s Alexa. 

 (A) most through image recognition to
 (B) mostly though image recognition in
 (C) mostly through image recognition to
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (A) and (C)
 (3) Only (C) (4) Both (A) and (B)
 (5) None of them
Q.20.  Tech MahindraBSE is working on developing a 

solution using blockchain technology for vehicle 
registration and related activities and two Southern 
states ____________________ the technology.

 (A) has evinced interest in using

 (B) have evince interest in using
 (C) have evinced interesting in using
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (A) and (C)
 (3) Only (B) (4) Both (A) and (B)
 (5) None of them
Q.21.  The firm’s technology is likely to displace factory 

workers but that Landing. AI is already working 
__________________________ higher-skilled, 
higher paying factory work involving computers. 

 (A) on how to be train workers for
 (B) on how to train workers for
 (C) with how to train workers for
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (A) and (C)
 (3) Only (B) (4) Both (A) and (B)
 (5) None of them
Q.22.  A statement issued by a revamped opposition 

delegation team in Riyadh ___________________ 
political transition in which Assad did not participate.

 (A) ahead of the talk demanded a
 (B) ahead of the talks demand a
 (C) ahead of a talks demanded a
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (A) and (C)
 (3) Only (B) (4) Both (A) and (B)
 (5) None of them
Q.23.  Delhi’s high court has taken up a lawsuit calling for an 

investigation into allegations that Adani Group and 
other energy companies _____________________ 
Indian consumers.

 (A) engage in fraud that raised power price for
 (B) engaged in fraud that raised power prices for 

(C) engaged at fraud that raise power prices for
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (A) and (C)
 (3) Only (B) (4) Both (A) and (B)
 (5) None of them
Q.24.  The Syrian government will attend any Putin-

sponsored talks especially if the still _____________ 
congress dilutes the opposition attending the talks.

 (A) knows composition of the
 (B) unknown composition in the
 (C) known composition of the
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (A) and (C)
 (3) Only (B) (4) Both (A) and (B)
 (5) None of them
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Q.25.  The UK remains committed to Assad’s removal on 
the basis that no sustainable political settlement or 
return of refugees ____________________ .

 (A)  is possible so long as he remains in power
 (B)  is possible such longing as he remains in   

 power
 (C) is possibility so long as he remains in power
 (1) Only (A) (2) Both (A) and (C)
 (3) Only (B) (4) Both (A) and (B) 
 (5) None of them
Q.26-30. Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), (C), 

(D), (E) and (F) in the proper sequence to form a 
meaningful paragraph, then answer the questions 
given below them.

 (A) While another fisheries service says it is 
conducting

 (B) Of a sea turtle that lives in the 
northwestern Atlantic ocean

 (C) Wildlife officials say they are reviewing the 
status

 (D) To see if it should be listed as
 (E) Threatened under the endangered species act.
 (F) The review of the northwest Atlantic population 

of leatherback sea turtles.

Q.26.  Which of the following would be the THIRD 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) A (2) B (3) D
 (4) E (5) None of these
Q.27.  Which of the following would be the FIRST sentence 

after rearrangement?
 (1) C (2) B (3) D
 (4) E (5) F
Q.28.  Which of the following would be the FOURTH 

sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) A (2) B (3) D

 (4) C (5) None of these

Q.29.  Which of the following would be the LAST sentence 
after rearrangement?

 (1) A (2) B (3) F

 (4) E (5) C

Q.30.  Which of the following would be the SECOND 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) A (2) B (3) D

 (4) E (5) None of these

SBI PO PRE/QuantItatIvE aPtItudE

Q.31-35. What will come in place of question mark (?) in 
the following number series?

Q.31. 12  12  24  96  768  ?
 (1) 12289   (2) 12288   (3) 12290
 (4) 12278  (5) 12280
Q.32. 102  211  627  2513  12561  ?
 (1) 69753 (2) 57369 (3) 56973 (4) 75639 (5) 75369
Q.33. 3  9  31  89  175  ?
 (1) 173  (2) 177  (3) 315
 (4) 273  (5) 293
Q.34. 115 232 698 2794 13972 ?
 (1) 83884  (2) 83864   (3) 83836
 (4) 83834  (5) 83838
Q.35. 148 444 888 2664 5328 ?
 (1) 15986  (2) 15984  (3) 15894
 (4) 15896  (5) 15489
Q.36. A, B and C started a business with an investment 

in the ratio 5 : 6 : 8 respectively. After one year C 
withdraw 50% of his capital and A increased his 

capital by 60% of the investment. After two years 
in what ratio should the earned profit be distributed 
among A, B and C respectively? 

 (1) 2 : 3 : 4 (2) 3 : 4 : 8 (3) 10 : 9 : 8
 (4) 13 : 12 : 12 (5) None of these
Q.37. Deepak distributed his total assets to his wife, three 

sons, two daughters and five grandson in such a 
way that each grandchild got one-eight of each son 
or one-tenth of each daughter. His wife got 40% of 
the total share of his sons and daughter together. If 
each daughter received asset of worth Rs. 1.25 lakh, 
what is the total worth of the assets received by his 
wife and the three grandsons together?

 (1) Rs. 32,500 (2) Rs. 257500    (3) Rs. 275500
 (4) Rs. 282500 (5) Cannot be determined
Q.38. Ravi borrowed some money at the rate of 4% per 

annum for the first three years, at the rate of 8% per 
annum for the next two years and at the rate of 9% 
per annum for the period beyond 5 years. If he gave 
a total simple interest of Rs. 19550 at the end of 7 
years. How much money did he borrow?

 (1) Rs. 39500 (2) Rs. 42500 (3) Rs. 44000
 (4) Rs. 45000 (5) None of these
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Q.39. 12 men can complete a piece of work in 36 days. 
18 women can complete the same peice of work in 
60 days. 8 men and 20 women work together for 20 
days. If only women were to complete the remaining 
in 4 days, how many women would be required?

 (1) 40     (2) 50    (3) 70
 (4) 96  (5) None of these
Q.40. A train running at the speed of 20 m./sec crosses a 

pole in 24 second less than the time required to cross 
a platform whose length is thrice of that of train at 
the same speed. What is the length of the train?

 (1) 100  (2) 120  (3) 160 
 (4) 240  (5) 250
Q.41. A boat takes 6 hours to travel a certain distance 

against the stream and comes back to the starting 
point. If the speed of boat in still water is 4 km/hr. 
What is the distance between the two points?

 (1) 10 km. (2) 8 km.  (3) 7 km. 
 (4) 6 km. (5) Cannot be determined
Q.42. The sum of the age of 4 members of a family 5 years 

ago was 94 years today when the daughter has been 
married off and replaced by a daughter-in-law the 
sum of their age is 92. (Assuming that there has 
been no other change in family structure and all the 
people are alive). What is the difference in the age 
of the daughter and the daughter-in-law?

 (1) 18 years   (2) 20 years       (3) 22 years
 (4) 24 years (5) Cannot be determined
Q.43. There are five boxes in a store. The weight of the first 

box is 200 kg. and the weight of the second box is 
20% higher than the weight of the third box whose 
weight is 25% higher than the first box. The fourth 
box of 350 kg. is 30% higher than the fifth box. The 
difference in average weight of the four heaviest 
boxes and the four lightest boxes is-

 (1) 50 kg (2) 60 kg  (3) 75 kg
 (4) 90 kg (5) None of these
Q.44. Two vessels of 48 liters and 42 liters are filled with 

mixtures of milk and water, the proportion in the 
two vessels being respectively 13 : 7 and 18 : 17. 
If the contents of the two vessel be mixed and 20 
liter of water be added to the whole, what will be 
the proportion of milk and water in the resulting 
mixture?

 (1) 12 : 13  (2) 8 : 15    (3) 5 : 13  
 (4) 12 : 5  (5) 7 : 16

Q.45. If the length of a rectangular field is increased by 
20% and the breadth is reduced by 20%. The area of 
the rectangle will become 192 m2. What is the area 
of the original rectangle?

 (1) 100 m2  (2) 150 m2   (3) 175 m2 
 (4) 192 m2  (5) 200 m2

Q.46-50. Read the following information carefully and 
answer the question asked

 Amount invested by Rahul, Punnit and Manish in 
scheme over the year is given.
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Q.46. What is the average amount invested in year 2016 
by all the three people together?

 (1) Rs. 48333.33  (2) Rs. 46000
 (3) Rs. 45000  (4) Rs. 44000
 (5) Rs. 40000
Q.47. If the scheme pay 4% per annum simple interest and 

Rahul withdraw all his interest in beginning of 2014. 
Find the amount he will get?

 (1) Rs. 9100  (2) Rs. 9200 (3) Rs. 9400 
 (4) Rs. 9300 (5) Rs. 9500
Q.48. What is the percent decrease in the investment by 

Manish in 2013 from the previous year ?
 (1) 33.33 (2) 25%  (3) 50% 
 (4) 20%   (5) None of these
Q.49. What is the total amount invested by all the three 

people together from year 2011 to 2015 except 2013?
 (1) Rs. 46000    (2) Rs. 460000  (3) Rs. 45000
 (4) Rs. 450000   (5) Rs. 540000 
Q.50. If the investment of Rahul in 2016 is equal to the 

total amount that he received in 2016 from previous 
year investment. Find the rate of interest of scheme 
in 2015?
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 (1) 10%  (2) 16.66% (3) 20%
 (4) 25%  (5) Cannot be determined
Q.51-55. Find the approximate value which will come in 

place of question mark(?) in the following question?
Q.51. ( )

( )

2

2

900.015 – 8.966
?

575.757 – 441.111
=

 (1) 9  (2) 27  (3) 81
 (4) 121       (5) 243
Q.52. ( )2

898 12.004 ? 5000× + =

 (1) 600  (2) 640  (3) 700
 (4) 750      (5) 800
Q.53. 272 × 6 ÷ 9 + 73 + 71 = ?3 – 434
 (1) 11  (2) 15  (3) 7
 (4) 17      (5) 3
Q.54. 248.251 ÷ 12.62 × 20.52 = ?
 (1) 300  (2) 400  (3) 480
 (4) 570      (5) 650
Q.55. 67% of 801 – 231.17 = ? – 23% of 789
 (1) 330  (2) 390  (3) 440
 (4) 500      (5) 570
Q.56-60. In each of the following questions, two equations 

(I) and (II) are given. You have to solve them and 
answer the given question.

 (1) If x>y (2) If x>y
 (3) If x<y (4) If x<Y
 (5) If x=y or relationship cannot be established.

Q.56. I. x x 25
4 16 x

+ =  II. ( )
9
2

4 13 2
y – 0

y

×
=

Q.57. I. x2–24x+144=0  

 II. 2y2–52y+338=0
Q.58. I. x 18 144 – 49+ =

 II. 
10
7

4 4
7 7

12 4 3 4
– y

y y

× ×
=

Q.59. I. 2x+3y=14  II. 4x+2y=16
Q.60. I. 20x2–x–12=0  II. 20y2+27y+9=0
Q.61-65. Read the following information carefully and 

answer the questions asked.
 Percentage profit earned by two companies A and B 

over the 
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Q.61. If the income of company A in the year 2014 was 
Rs. 91 lakh, what was the expenditure of company 
A in that year?

 (1) Rs. 51 lakh (2) Rs. 65 lakh (3) Rs. 58 lakh
 (4) Rs. 62 lakh   (5) Rs. 70 lakh
Q.62. If the income of company A in 2012 is Rs. 50 lakh 

and expenditure of company B in 2015 is Rs. 40 lakh. 
Find the ratio between the expenditure of company 
A in 2015 and company B income in 2012?

 (1) 200 : 207 (2) 20 : 23 (3) 207 : 200
 (4) 23 : 20  (5) Can't be determined
Q.63. In which year Company 'B' has the highest profit?
 (1) 2011  (2) 2012  (3) 2013
 (4) 2014  (5) Data inadequate
Q.64. By what percent the profit percent increase in 2014 

from previous year for company 'A' ?
 (1) 200% (2) 300%  (3) 400%
 (4) inadequate (5) None of these
Q.65. Find the ratio of average profit percent of company 

A and company B for the given years
 (1) 28 : 33 (2) 33 : 28  (3) 24 : 29
 (4) 29 : 24 (5) Data inadequate
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SBI PO PRE/REaSOnIng aBIlIty

Q.66-70. Read the following information carefully and give 
the answer-

 Five friends Manish, Ratan, Jadu, Kanhaiya and 
Pankaj- Each of them play one of the games Cricket, 
Football, Hockey, Basketball and Kabaddi from 
Monday to Friday.

 No game is played by two friend on the same day 
and no friend plays the same game on two days.

  Manish plays hockey on Wednesday and Ratan 
play football on Friday. Jadu and Kanhaiya play 
basketball only on either of the first two days. Pankaj 
plays football on Monday. Ratan does not play 
hockey either on Tuesday or on Thursday. Kanhaiya 
plays cricket on Tuesday. Jadu plays Kabaddi and 
football on Monday and Thursday but not necessarily 
in that order.

Q.66. Who plays basketball on Thursday? 

 (1) Manish (2) Ratan  (3) Jadu 

 (4) Kanhaiya (5) Pankaj

Q.67. Who plays football on Wednesday? 

 (1) Manish (2) Ratan  (3) Jadu 

 (4) Kanhaiya (5) Pankaj

Q.68. Which game was played by Manish on Tuesday?

 (1) Cricket (2) Football (3) Basketball

 (4) Hockey (5) Cabaddi

Q.69. Kanhaiya played hockey on which day? 

 (1) Monday (2) Tuesday 

 (3) Wednesday (4) Thursday 

 (5) Friday

Q.70. What is the sequence of games played by Manish 
from Monday to Friday ? 

 (1) Football, Hockey, Kabaddi, Basketball, Cricket.

 (2)  Cricket, Football, Hockey, Kabaddi, Basketball

 (3) Cricket, Football, Hockey, Basketball, Kabaddi.

 (4)  Cannot be determined

 (5)  None of these

Q.71-75. Read the following information carefully and give 
the answer-

 Eight friends- Ajay, Avinash, Ankit, Anmol, Amrit, 
Arun, Abhishek and Aman – are sitting around a 

circular table, not necessarily in the same order. Four 
of them are facing inside and others are facing outside. 
They are belong to different different cities – Bhopal, 
Patna, Kolkata, Delhi, Gwalior, Bengaluru, Chennai 
and Rajkot, but not necessarily in the same order.

  Arun faces the centre and sits third to the right 
of Ankit. Anmol belongs to Kolkata and faces the 
person who belongs to Bengaluru. Abhishek sits third 
to the right of Avinash, who stays in Bhopal. The 
person who belongs to Delhi and Gwalior are facing 
to the same direction ( inside or outside). Amrit is 
between the person who belongs to Kolkata and 
the one from Rajkot respectively. Ajay belongs to 
Gwalior and Ankit belongs to Patna. The person who 
belongs to Chennai is facing outward and immediate 
left of the person who belongs to Rajkot. Aman is 
immediate neighbour of the persons who belongs 
to Gwalior and Chennai. Amrit is immediate left of 
Anmol.

Q.71.  Who belongs to Bengaluru?

 (1) Ajay   (2) Anmol    (3) Amrit 

 (4) Abhishek (5) Aman

Q.72.  Who sits between Arun and Anmol?

 (1) Avinash (2) Ankit  (3) Amrit

 (4) Aman (5) None of these

Q.73.  Which of the following pairs are true?

 (1) Ajay – Gwalior (2) Aman – Kolkata

 (3) Amrit – Patna   (4) Cannnot be determined

 (5) None of these

Q.74. If Anmol and Aman interchange their positions and 
similarly Arun and Ankit interchange their positions 
then what is the position of Ajay with respect to 
Ankit?

 (1) Third to the left      (2) Third to the right

 (3) Second to the left  (4) Immediate left

 (5) None of these

Q.75.  What is the position of Avinash with respect of 
Amrit?

 (1) Third to the right     (2) Fourth to the left

 (3) Fifth to the right      (4) Second to the right

 (5) Third to the left
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Q.76-80. In the question given below, certain symbols are 
used with the following meaning.

 R $ S means "S is greater than A".
 R % S means "S is smaller than A". 
 R @ S means "S is either geater than or equal to A".
 R # S means "S is either smaller than or equal to A".
 R⊕S means "S is neither smaller than nor greater 

than A".
 Now in each of the following questions, assuming 

the given statements to be true, find which of the two 
conclusions I and II is/are definitely true.

 (1) If only conclusion I is true.
 (2) If only conclusion II is true.
 (3) If either conclusion I or II is true.
 (4) If neither conclusion I nor II is true.
 (5) If both conclusion I and II are true.
Q.76. Statement : M%N, N@R, Q⊕J
 Conclusions :  I. M#J  II. M@J
Q.77. Statement : K@H, L⊕N, N$O
 Conclusions :  I. O%K  II. N%K
Q.78. Statement : X⊕Y,    Y@M, M$Z
 Conclusions :  I. Z%X  II. M#X
Q.79. Statement : A⊕B,  B$C,  C#D
 Conclusions :  I. A#D   II. A@D
Q.80. Statement : E@B,  F⊕M,  G#H
 Conclusions :  I. E%H    II.  E#H
Q.81-85. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the question asked:-
 Twelve people are sitting in two parallel rows containing 

six people each in such a way that there is equal distance 
between adjacent persons. In row 1, J, K, L, M, N and 
O are seated and all of them are facing South. In row 2, 
A, B, C, D, E and F are seated and all of them are facing 
North. Therefore in the given seating arrangement each 
member seated in a row faces another member of the 
other row, A sits third to the right of D. Neither D nor 
A sits at any of the extreme end. Only two people sit 
between B and E. Two persons sit between K and L. 
E does not face O. N faces D. O does not sit at any of 
the extreme ends. B sits at the extreme ends. L is not 
an immediate neighbour of N. J is not an immediate 
neighbour of L. C does not face O.

Q.81. Who among the following sit at the extreme ends of 
the row? 

 (1) C, A  (2) J, L  (3) M, N

 (4) B, D   (5) C, F

Q.82. Who among the following faces A?

 (1) N     (2) J  (3) O  

 (4) M       (5) None of these

Q.83. How many person are there between M and N?

 (1) One  (2) None    (3) Two

 (4) Three (5) None of these

Q.84. J is related to O in the same way as C is related to F. 
Which of the following is E related to following in 
the same pattern?

 (1) A      (2) E  (3) B   

 (4) L     (5) None of these

Q.85. Who among the following sits exactly between J and K?

 (1) F      (2) N  (3) S   

 (4) B       (5) None of these

Q.86-88. Study the following information carefully and 
answr the question given below-

  K is to the north of J and I is to the East of N, 
who is to the East of J and southeast of K. M is to 
the south of I and L is to the North of N.

Q.86. L is in which direction with respect to M?

 (1) East  (2) North  (3) South West

 (4) North East (5) None of these

Q.87. I is in which direction with respect to K?

 (1) West  (2) South  (3) South East

 (4) East  (5) None of these

Q.88. N is in which direction with respect to L?

 (1) East  (2) West  (3) North 

 (4) South (5) None of these

Q.89-90. Study the following information carefully and 
answr the question given below-

 M is brother of I. U is mother-in-law of S, who is 
father of M. Q is brother of R. I is grand daughter 
of U, who has two children.

Q.89. How is R related to S?

 (1) Husband  (2) Wife

 (3) Sister  (4) Can't be determined

 (5) None of these
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Q.90. How is Q related to M?
 (1) Paternal uncle (2) Father 
 (3) Maternal Uncle  (4) Brother
 (5) None of these
Q.91-95. In each question given below three statements 

are followed by two conclusions numbered I and 
II. You have to take the three given statements to 
be true even if they seem to be at variance from the 
commonly known facts. Read the conclusions and 
decide which logically follows from the three given 
statements disregarding commonly known facts :

 (1) If only conclusion I follows.  
 (2) If only conclusion II follows.
 (3) If either conclusion I or II follows. 
 (4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows.
 (5) If both conclusion I and II follow.
Q.91. Statements : 
 Some remotes are trousers. 
 Some water are bottles. 
 All water are remotes.
 Conclusions: 
 (I) Some remotes are bottles.  
 (II)  All trousers are bottles.
Q.92. Statement :  
 All papers are books.   
 Some copies are books. 
 All copies are pens.
 Conclusion : 
 (I)  All books are copies is being a possibility.
 (II) No pen is paper.
Q.93. Statement : 
 No watch is wall.  All windows are walls.
 Some doors are walls.
 Conclusion : 
 (I) Some windows are watches. 
 (II)  Some doors are windows
Q.94. Statement : 
 Some tables are chairs.
 No wood is table.
 All woods are fans.

 Conclusions : 

 (I)  All fans are tables.

 (II)  Some chairs being wood is a possibility.

Q.95. Statement : 

 No pen is marker.  Some switches are pens. 

 All switches are pots.

 Conclusions :

 (I)  Some pens are pots. 

 (II) Some switches are markers.

Q.96-100. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the given questions : -

 In a certain code language

 "hello arun hi shyam" is written as " pk ra nt tb".

 "shyam going to the market" is written as "ra jk lo 
ab sx"

 "arun meet to kajol" is written as "nt ab yl za"

 "kajol says hello to ajay" is written as "za tb ab pm 
am"

 "ajay going to the home" is written as "sx jk am fg 
ab"

 "you meet the deepti" is written as "yl jk hp om"

Q.96. What is the code for " market" ?

 (1) yl      (2) lo       (3) nt 

 (4) jk  (5) om

Q.97. What does "yl" stand for ?

 (1) deepti (2) market   (3) meet 

 (4) kajol  (5) says

Q.98. Which of the following can represent "hi deepti I 
meet you" ?

 (1) pk hp ac nt om (2) pk hp nt om yl

  (3) yl om pk ra tb  (4) pk hp ac yl om  

 (5) pk hp om yl am 

Q.99. What does "says" stand for ?

 (1) tb  (2) pm  (3) am 

 (4) lo  (5) None of these

Q.100. Which of the following may represent " hello kajol 
home" ?

 (1) ta za am (2) za tb ab  (3) za tb pm

 (4) za ta jk (5) tb za fg
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Q.1.(4) In part (C):  were more positive should be used.

Q.2.(3) In part (A): bus was sliced should be used.

 In part (B): described as should be used.

Q.3.(2) In part (B): wouldn’t hurt it should be used.

Q.4.(1) In part (A): with a camera should be used.

 In part (B): also detect heat signatures should be 
used.

Q.5.(5)
Q.6.(5)
Q.7.(4) In part (C): and it’s pretty much should be used.

Q.8.(4) In part (C): and faster transport should be used.

Q.9.(3) In part (A): remove 'be'

 In part (C): favoring some sites should be used.

Q.10.(5)
Q.11.(3) Answer lies in the beginning of the first 

paragraph.

Q.12.(2) Answer lies in the middle of the first paragraph.

Q.13.(5) Answer lies at last of the first paragraph.

Q.14.(3) Answer lies in the beginning of the second 
paragraph.

Q.15.(5) Answer lies at last of the second paragraph.
Q.16.(3)
Q.17.(3)
Q.18.(1)
Q.19.(3)
Q.20.(5) have evinced interest in using
Q.21.(3)
Q.22.(5) ahead of the talks demanded a
Q.23.(3)
Q.24.(5) unknown composition of the
Q.25.(1)
Q.26.(3)
Q.27.(1)
Q.28.(5)
Q.29.(3)
Q.30.(2) The correct sequence is ‘CBDEAF” and topic is 

“sea turtle”.

EXPlanatIOn
SBI PO PRE/EnglISh languagE

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) signed an MoU with the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) for better implementation of IBC.

EXPlanatIOn
SBI PO PRE/QuantItatIvE aPtItudE

Q.31.(2) ×1, ×2, ×4, ×8, ×16
Q.32.(5) ×2+7, ×3–6, ×4+5, ×5–4, ×6+3
Q.33.(1) ×5–6, ×4–5, ×3–4, ×2–3, ×1–2
Q.34.(4) 83834
Q.35.(2) ×3, ×2, ×3, ×2, ×3

Q.36.(4) 5x×12+8x×12 : 6x×24 : 8x×12+4x×12

 = 156 : 144 : 144 = 13 : 12 : 12 

Q.37.(2) Share of 1 grand - children = .×10
1 1 25

 = 0.125 lakh

 Share of 1 son = 8×0.125 = 1 lakh

 Share of 1 wife = .100
4 3 1 2 1 25× ×+_ i= 2.2 lakh

 Total ⇒ (3×0.125+2.2)×100000=257500

Q.38.(2) 4 3 8 2 9 2
19550 100 42500× × × ×+ + =

Q.39.(4) 12M×36 = 18W×60

 M = 2.5W,  8M = 2.5W,  8M = 8×2.5W=20W

 W
Work
W

1
18 60 40 20× × ×= ,  Work = 27

20

 left work = , W1 27
20

27
7

1
18 60

7
4 27× × ×- = =

 W = 70
Q.40.(3) Length of platform will be covered in 24 second
 length of platform ⇒ 20×24 = 480 m. 
 length of train 

	 ⇒ 480

3
= 160 m. 

Q.41.(5) 

Q.42.(3) 94+20-92 = 22

Q.43.(3) Weight of 1st box = 200 kg.

 Weight of 3rd box = 250 kg.

 Weight of 2nd box = 300 kg.

 Weight of 4th box = 350 kg.

 Weight of 5th box = 500 kg.

 Difference = 4
1400 1100 75

-
= kg.
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India has won the SAFF Women's Championship for the fifth time by defeating Nepal.

Q.44.(1) Milk ⇒ 48 20
13 42 35

18
5

264× ×+ =

 Water ⇒	 48 20
7 42 35

17
5

186× ×+ =

 Total water ⇒ 5
186 20 5

286+ =  

 M : W = 5
264

5
286 12 13=

Q.45.(5) l× b100
120

100
80 192× × = ,  A = lb = 200

Q.46.(3) Required average 3
50 45 40 100 45000×= + + =d n

Q.47.(1) Required amount

 100
30 3 4

100
35 2 4

100
45 1 4 1000 9100× × × × × × ×= + + =d n

Q.48.(2) Percentage decrease = 40
40 30 100 25×

-
=

Q.49.(2) (30+25+45+35+45+40+30+25+40+40+50
+55) × 1000 = 460000

Q.50.(4) 40
50 40 100 25×

-
=

Q.51.(3) ?
576 441

900 9

24 21

30 3
812

2

2

2

. . .
-

-

-

-

`

`

`

`j

j

j

j

Q.52.(3) 900 12 5000× 2 + =

 ? = 5000–4320 = 680»700

Q.53.(1) 729×6× 9
1 +343+71+434=?3, 1334 113 .=

Q.54.(2) 20×20 » ? » 400

Q.55.(4) 100
67 800

100
23 800 230× ×+ - =

 ?  490  500

Q.56.(1) I. x
x16

5 25=d n , x = 80

 II. y 264 2
1

2
9

=+ _ i , y = 26,     x>y

Q.57.(3) I. (x–12)2 = 0, x = +12

 II. y2 – 26y+169=0, (y–13)2 = 0

  y = +13,    x<y

Q.58.(1) I. x+18=(12–7)2

  x=25–18=7  

 II. 48–12= y 7
14

  y2 = 36 = + 6, x>y

Q.59.(3) I. (2x+3y = 14)× 2 ⇒ 4x+6y = 28

  4x + 6y  = 28

  

  y = 3

  x = 2.5, x<y

Q.60.(5) I. x = + 0.8, – 0.75

 II. y = – 0.6, –0.75

Q.61.(2) 91 140
100 65× =

Q.62.(5) Can not be determined

Q.63.(5) Data inadequate

Q.64.(2) 10
40 10 100 300×

-
=

Q.65.(1) 6
15 25 10 40 30 20+ + + + +  : 

 6
25 30 50 35 15 10+ + + + +

 = 28 : 33

EXPlanatIOn
SBI PO PRE/REaSOnIng aBIlIty

Q.66-70. 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Manish
Ratan
Jadu
Kanhaiya
Pankaj

Cricket
Hockey
Kabaddi
Basketball
Football

Football
Kabaddi
Basketball
Cricket
Hockey

Hockey
Basketball
Cricket
Football
Kabaddi

Kabaddi
Cricket
Football
Hockey
Basketball

Basketball
Football
Hockey
Kabaddi
Cricket

Q.66.(5)   Q.67.(4) Q.68.(2)
Q.69.(4)   Q.70.(2)  
Q.71-75. 

Amrit/Delhi

Arun/Rajkot

Abhishek/Chennai

Aman/Bengaluru 

Ajay/Gwalior  
Avinash/Bhopal

Ankit/Patna  

Anmol/Kolkata  
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India has won the 368 medals (85 Gold, 154 Silver and 129 Bronze) at Special Olympic Games in 
Abu Dhabi.

Q.71.(5)   Q.72.(3) Q.73.(1)
Q.74.(1)   Q.75.(1)
Q.76.(3) M>N<R  Q=J
 M>J (False) M<J (False)
Q.77.(1) K< L = N < O
 O>K (True) N>K (False)
Q.78.(5) X=Y<M<Z
 Z>X (True) M>X (True)
Q.79.(3) A=B < C > D  
 A > D (False)  A < D (False)
Q.80.(4) E < B,      M = F G > H
 E > H (False) E > H (False)

Q.81-85. J N K O M L

C D E F A B

 

 
Q.81.(2)    Q.82.(4)  Q.83.(3)
Q.84.(3)    Q.85.(2)
Q.86-88.  

 

K

J

L

N I

M

Q.86.(5)    Q.87.(3)             Q.88.(4)
Q.89-90.  

U(–)

Q(+) S(+)R(–)

M(+)I(–)

Q.89.(2)    Q.90.(3)
Q.91.(1) 

Bottle Water Remote Trouser

Q.92.(1) 

Paper Book Copy Pen

Q.93.(4) 

Watch

Wall

Window
Door

Q.94.(2) 

Chair Table Wood Fan

Q.95.(1) 

Marker Pen Switch Pot

Q.96-100. hello   arun  Hi  Shyam  -  pk  ra  nt  tb

Shyam  going  to the  market - ra  jk  lo  ab  sx

arun  meet  to kajol  -  nt  ab yl  za

kajol  says  hello  to Ajay - za  tb  ab  pm  am

Ajay  going  to the home  -  sx  jk  am  fg  ab

you   meet  the Deepti  - yl  jk  hp om

Q.96.(2) market - lo

 meet - yl

 arun - nt

 the - jk

 you/deepti - am

Q.97.(3) yl - meet

 om/hp - Deepti

 lo - market

 za - kajol

 pm - says

Q.98.(4)  hi deepti I meet you -pk hp ac yl om 

Q.99.(2) Says - pm

 hello - tb

 ajay - am

 market - lo

Q.100.(5) hello kajol home - tb za fg
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Indian Air Force will participate in Langkawi International Maritime Aero Expo, LIMA 2019.

SSC ChSl PRE-08 MaRCh 2018 ShIft-I/QuantItatIvE aPtItudE

Q.1.  If a number 6573547x45 is divisible by 9, then find 
the value of x.

 (A) 7 (B) 0 (C) 8 (D) 6

Q.2.  Calculate the value o 59881 59881 49681 49681

10200

× − × .
 
 (A) 110956  (B) 109562 

(C) 109652  (D) 109662

Q.3.  If 
4x 3x 1 6

5 7 7

7 5 5

−     =          
 , then the value of x 

 which satisfies the equation.
 (A) -1 (B) -7 (C) 1 (D) 7

Q.4. If  
32

16

x 1
5

x

− = ,  then find the value of 
96

48

x 1

x

−

 (A) 40 (B) 70 (C) 140 (D) 180
Q.5. If the length of the transverse tangent is 8 cm, then 

calculate the centre distance (in cm) of the two 
circles with radii 7 cm and 3 cm.

 (A) 100  (B) 120  (C) 164     (D)  180  

Q.6.  Calculate the value of ∠OBC + ∠BAC ,  if O is 
the circum-centre of the triangle ABC inscribed in 
the circle.

 (A) 600    (B) 900 (C) 1200 (D) 1300

Q.7.  Weight of A and B are in the ratio 11 : 8. A’s weight 
increases by 40% and the total weight of A and B 
increases by 30%. What is the percentage increase 
in the B’s weight?

 (A) 10.25 (B) 16.25 (C) 12.5 (D) 18.75
Q.8.  The income of S, T and U are in the ratio of 7 : 9 

: 6 and their expenses in the ratio of 4 : 5 : 3. If S 
saves Rs2000 out of an income of Rs 14000, then 
what will be the saving  (in Rs) of T?

 (A) 2400 (B) 1500 (C) 3000 (D) 2000
Q.9.  A mixture contains acid and water in the ratio of 7 : 

3. If 4 litres of water is added to it, then the ratio of 
acid and water becomes 7 : 4. What is the quantity 
(in litres) of acid in the mixture?

 (A) 28 (B) 22 (C) 20 (D) 32

Q.10.  What will be the average of the first 7 positive odd 
numbers divisible by 5?

 (A) 45 (B) 35 (C) 40 (D) 32
Q.11.  The simple interest on a sum is 7/8 of the principal 

for 5 years. What is the rate (in percentage) of 
interest per annum?

 (A) 15 (B) 17.5 (C) 14 (D) 22.5
Q.12.  If A purchase 9 chairs for Rs 5 and sells all the 

chairs at the rate of 5 chairs for Rs 9, then what 
will be the profit percentage?

 (A) 212 (B) 224 (C) 248 (D) 194
Q.13.  The marked price of a pen is Rs 3000. The 

shopkeeper gives two successive discounts of 
15% and a% to the customer. If the customer pays 
Rs 2142 for the pen, then what is the value (in 
percentage) of a?

 (A) 16 (B) 14 (C) 18 (D) 17

Q.14.  What is the value of  1054 196 169 64+ + +

 (A) 33 (B) 37 (C) 29 (D) 31
Q.15.  X and Y undertook to do a piece of work for Rs 

5400. X alone could do this work in 18 days and 
Y alone could do this work in 24 days. With the 
assistance of Z they finished the work in 8 days. 
What is the share (in Rs) of Z ? 

 (A) 1200 (B) 1500 (C) 1600 (D) 1800
Q.16.  A boat covers 12 km upstream in 4 hours and can 

cover the same distance downstream in 3 hours. 
What is the speed (in km/hr) of the boat in still water?

 (A) 3.5 (B) 3 (C) 2.5 (D) 4
Q.17-20.The HR department of an MNC prepared a report. 

The pie chart from this report represents all the 
employees of the MNC and the languages that they 
speak. Study the chart and answer the following 
questions.

  

G
160

A
100

B
140

C
20

D
180

E
50

F
70

Number of Employees
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6th edition of joint Military Exercise "Mitra Shakti" will be conducted from 26 March to 08 April 
2019 in Sri Lanka.

Q.17.  What is the language the most number of 
employees speak?

 (A) F (B) C (C) D (D) G
Q.18.  What is the total number of employees of the 

MNC?
 (A) 600 (B) 780 (C) 640 (D) 720
Q.19.  The measure of the central angle of the sector 

representing language A is ________ degrees.
 (A) 60 (B) 50 (C) 100 (D) 25
Q.20.  If the average monthly salary of the employees of 

this MNC is $5000 then what is the total of the 
salaries (in $ millions) paid to all the employees of 
this MNC?

 (A) 3.6 (B) 36 (C) 18 (D) 1.8
Q.21.  The area and the breadth of a rectangle are 288cm2 

and 16 cm respectively. Find its perimeter (in cm).
 (A) 34 (B) 68 (C) 136 (D) 102
Q.22.  Calculate the area  (in cm2) of a circle whose 

diameter is 35 cm.

 (A) 1925 (B) 962.5 (C) 857.5 (D) 1715

Q.23.  Find the volume (in cm3) of a hemisphere of 
diameter 14 cm.

 (A) 512.33 (B) 718.67 (C) 628 (D) 825

Q.24. What is the value of ( 2

3
 − Cosec600 )?

 (A)   
( )6 6

3 3

−
  (B)   2 2 3

3

 −
   

 (C)   1 6

2

 −
   

  (D)   4 3

2 3

 −
   

 

Q.25.  ∆XYZ is right angled at Y. If cot X = 5/12, then 
what is the value of sec Z ?

 (A)  5

12
   (B)  13

5
   (C)  13

12
   (D)  12

5
  

SSC ChSl PRE-08 MaRCh 2018 ShIft-I/REaSOnIng
Q.26. In the following question, select the related word 

pair from the given alternatives.

 School : Education : : ? : ?

 (A) Scalpel : Teacher (B)Hospital : Treatment

 (C) Teacher : School (D) Class : College

Q.27.  In the following question, select the related number 
from the given alternatives.

 5 : 125 : : 7 : ?

 (A) 343 (B) 512 (C) 243 (D) 729

Q.28.  In the following question, select the related letters 
from the given alternatives.

 BGR : CIU : : HCY : ?

 (A) IFC (B) IEB (C) JEC (D) JFB

Q.29.  In the following question, select the odd word pair 
from the given alternatives.

 (A) Cup - Tea  (B) Jug - Water

 (C) Bowl - Curd (D) Pen - Butter

Q.30.  In the following question, four number pairs are 
given. The number on the left side of (-) is related 
to the number on the right side of  (-) with some 
Logic/Rule/Relation. Three are similar on the 

basis of the same Logic/Rule/Relation. Select the 
odd one out from the given alternatives.

 (A) 25 - 21 (B) 39 - 35 (C) 51 - 47 (D) 93 - 87

Q.31. In the following question, select the odd letter/
letters from the given alternatives.

 (A) CGJ (B) IMQ (C) OSW (D) JNR

Q.32. Arrange the given words in the sequence in which 
they occur in the dictionary.

 1. Tolerate 2. Toddle 3. Toast

 4. Toilet 5. Tiring

 (A) 51423 (B) 53241 (C) 25143 (D) 52143

Q.33. In the following question, select the missing 
number from the given series.

 18, 37, 76, 155, 314, ?

 (A) 633 (B) 628 (C) 537 (D) 528

Q.34. A series is given with one term missing. Select the 
correct alternative from the given ones that will 
complete the series.

 HJRN, JMTQ, LPVT, NSXW, ?

 (A) QWYY (B) QVAA (C) PVZZ (D) PVYZ
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Karnataka Municipalities Minister C S Shivalli passed away recently. He was 58.

Q.35. Raman remembers that his marriage is before 20th 
July and after 13th July. His mother remembers 
that Raman’s marriage is after 16th July. His father 
remembers that Raman’s marriage is before 19th 
July. On which date of July is Raman’s marriage?

 (A) 15 or 16  (B) 17 or 18

 (C) 15 or 16 or 17 (D) 14 or 15 or 16

Q.36. From the given alternatives, select the word which 
can not be formed using the letters of the given 
word. 

 Premonition

 (A) Moon (B) More (C) Move (D) Note

Q.37. In a certain code language, “PILOW” is written as 
“49352” and “TRAIN” is written as “78691”. How 
will “PRAWN” be written in that code language?

 (A) 97816 (B) 69832 (C) 48621 (D) 29647
Q.38. In a certain code language, 'x' represents '+', '÷' 

represents 'x', '-' represents '÷' and '+' represents '-'. 
Find out the answer to the following question.

 9 x 18 ÷ 5 - 90 + 8 = ?
 (A) 35 (B) 11 (C) 15 (D) 2
Q.39. The following equation is incorrect. Which 

two signs should be interchanged to correct the 
equation?

 24 + 4 - 20 ÷ 9 x 5 = 31
 (A) - and +  (B) ÷ and + 
 (C) x and -  (D) x and ÷
Q.40. If 5#5 = -25, -4#-3 = -12 and 3#-3 = 9, then find the 

value of 4#5 = ?
 (A) 49 (B) -56 (C) -17 (D) -20
Q.41. Which of the following terms follows the trend of 

the given list?
 BBAAAAA, ABBAAAA, AABBAAA, 

AAABBAA, AAAABBA, _______________.
 (A) BBAAAAA (B) AABBAAA
 (C) AAAAABB (D) ABBAAAA
Q.42. Chand and Dhyan start from the same point. Chand 

walks 105 m North, then turns East and walks 55 
m, then turns to his right and walks 75 m. At the 
same time, Dhyan walks 45 m South, then turns to 
his left and walks 55 m. Where is Chand now with 
respect to the position of Dhyan?

 (A) 135 m North (B) 75 m North

 (C) 75 m South (D) 135 m South

Q.43. In the question, two statements are given, followed 
by two conclusions, I and II. You have to consider 
the statements to be true even if it seems to be at 
variance from commonly known facts. You have 
to decide which of the given conclusions, if any, 
follows from the given statements.

 Statement I: Some burgers are fast foods

 Statement II: Some sandwiches are burgers

 Conclusion I: No fast foods is sandwiches

 Conclusion II: Some fast foods are burgers

 (A) Only conclusion I follows

 (B) Only conclusion II follows

 (C) Both conclusions I and II follow

 (D) Neither conclusion I nor conclusion II follows
Q.44. In the following figure, rectangle represents 

Opticians, circle represents Art critics, triangle 
represents Riders and square represents Boxers. 
Which set of letters represents Art critics who are 
not Riders?

 

B
A

C H I

JG
D

E

F
L

K

 (A) BLEF (B) IJ (C) CHDG (D) EDGJ

Q.45. A series is given with one term missing. Select the 
correct alternative from the given ones that will 
complete the series.

 CPI, AME, YJA, WGW, ?

 (A) UCT (B) VDT (C) VCS (D) UDS

Q.46. In the following question, select the missing 
number from the given series.

 44, 40, 36, ?, 28, 24

 (A) 30 (B) 32 (C) 34 (D) 29

Q.47. In the following question, four groups of three 
numbers are given. In each group, the second and 
third numbers are related to the first number by 
a Logic/Rule/Relation. Three are similar on the 
basis of same Logic/Rule/Relation. Select the odd 
one out from the given alternatives.
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SpiceJet has become a member of global airlines’ grouping International Air Transport Association 
(IATA).

 (A)  (8, 23, 15) (B) (12, 35, 23)
 (C)  (15, 44, 31) (D) (17, 50, 33)
Q.48. If a mirror is placed on the line MN, then which of 

the answer figures is the right image of the given 
figure?

 

M

N

 (A)  (B) 
 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.49. Which of the following cube in the answer figure 
cannot be made based on the unfolded cube in the 
question figure?

 

 (A)   (B) 

 (C)   (D) 

Q.50. A word is represented by only one set of numbers 
as given in any one of the alternatives. The sets of 
numbers given in the alternatives are represented 
by two classes of alphabets as shown in the given 
two matrices. The columns and rows of Matrix I are 
numbered from 0 to 4 and that of the Matrix II are 
numbered from 5 to 9. A letter from these matrices 
can be represented first by its row and next by its 
column, for example, 'F can be represented by 14, 
31 etc and 'U' can be represented by 86, 97 etc. 
Similarly, you have to identify the set for the word 
'SACK'.

  MATRIX-I

0 1 2 3 4

0 F C I L H
1 K E A D F
2 M C F M E
3 C F M M E
4 M E K E C

  MATRIX-II

5 6 7 8 9

5 R P Z R V

6 V O P Y T

7 W N Q V P

8 X U O O Z

9 W P S W Q

 (A) 97,12,21,42 (B) 42,67,10,55
 (C) 30,55,42,68 (D) 12,77,21,68

SSC ChSl PRE-08 MaRCh 2018 ShIft-I/EnglISh
Q.51-52. In the following questions, some part of the 

sentences may have errors. Find out which part of 
the sentence has an error and select the appropriate 
option. If a sentence is free from error, select ‘No 
Error’.

Q.51.  Excessive use of pesticides (A)/ and contamination 
of soil (B)/ have negatively effected soil output. 
(C)/ No error (D)

 (A) a  (B) b (C) c (D) d
Q.52. The truth is that when people seeing you zoned 

into your work and (A)/ in harmony with yourself, 
(B)/ they come to distract you. (C)/ No error (D)

 (A) a   (B) b 
 (C) c   (D) d

Q.53-54. In the following questions, the sentence given 
with blank to be filled in with an appropriate word. 
Select the correct alternative out of the four and 
indicate it by selecting the appropriate option.

Q.53.  This is Hrithik Roshan’s autograph, ______.
 (A) hasn’t it  (B) hasn’t he 
 (C) isn’t he  (D) isn’t it
Q.54. The many ______ of Dalhousie have made it 

popular among tourists.
  (A) signs  (B) attractions
 (C) entertainment (D) disadvantages
Q.55-56. In the following questions, out of the given four 

alternatives, select the one which best expresses 
the meaning of the given word.
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Q.55.  Repugnance
 (A) Esteem  (B) Respect 
 (C) Aversion  (D) Sympathy
Q.56.  Reminisce
 (A) Remember (B) Discover
 (C) Forget  (D) Hang
Q.57-58. In the following questions, out of the given four 

alternatives, select the one which is opposite in 
meaning of the given word.

Q.57.  Vanguard
 (A) Forefront  (B) Follower
 (C) Leader  (D) Pioneer
Q.58.  Effervescent
 (A) Bouncy  (B) Lively
 (C) Stale  (D) Resilient
Q.59.  For the following question answer them 

individually Rearrange the parts of the sentence in 
correct order.

 Climatic information can
 P : be obtained through an
 Q : in tree growth
 R : understanding of changes
 (A) PQR (B) RPQ (C) PRQ (D) QRP
Q.60.  A sentence has been given in Active/Passive Voice. 

Out of the four given alternatives, select the one 
which best expresses the same sentence in Passive/
Active Voice.

 The fans invited the cricketer.
 (A) The cricketer was invited by the fans.
 (B) The cricketer received an invitation by the 

fans.
 (C) The cricketer is invited by the fans.
 (D) The cricketer was invite by the fans.
Q.61.  A sentence has been given in Direct/Indirect 

Speech. Out of the four given alternatives, select 
the one which best expresses the same sentence in 
Indirect/Direct Speech.

 “My hour has come.” thought the king.
 (A) The king thought that his hour had come.
 (B) His hour had come thought the king.
 (C) The king thought that his hour had came.
 (D) The king wondered if his hour has come.
Q.62.  In the following question, a word has been written 

in four different ways out of which only one is 
correctly spelt. Select the correctly spelt word.

 (A) Ceiling  (B) Cieling
 (C) Ceeling  (D) Crileing
Q.63-67. In the following passage, some of the words have 

been left out. Read the passage carefully and select 

the correct answer for the given blank out of the 
four alternatives.

  Starting late-2014, scientists of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration  ( N A S A ) 
working _______  satellite data tracking the rift 
found that the defect in the Larsen C was growing 
_________. By 2016 the crack became 70 miles 
long and 300 feet ________. By January 2017 it 
measured 109 miles in length and 1,500 metres in 
breadth. On July 12, it broke. The broken shelf, 
now  __________ official iceberg, was massive, 
indeed the ____________-ever  such iceberg, 
weighing 1.1 trillion tons and measuring 2,200 
square miles.

Q.63.  Administration (NASA) working _______ satellite 
data tracking

 (A) besides (B) along (C) by (D) with
Q.64.  was growing _________. By 2016 the
 (A) steadily  (B) steady 
 (C) instead  (D) instead of
Q.65.  and 300 feet ________. By January 2017
 (A) width (B) length (C) breadth (D) wide
Q.66. shelf, now __________ official iceberg
 (A) a  (B) an (C) the (D) once
Q.67. indeed the ____________-ever such iceberg,
 (A) big (B) bigger (C) biggest (D) the big
Q.68-69. In the following question, out of the four 

alternatives, select the alternative which best 
expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase.

Q.68.  Cut corners
 (A)  Remove the sharp edges now if you don’t 

want to get hurt later.
 (B)  One has to sacrifice to achieve one’s goals.
 (C)  Even a coward when cornered musters 

strength to fight back.
 (D)  Do something perfunctorily so as to save time 

or money.
Q.69. The tail is wagging the dog
 (A) A situation where a small good thing makes 

everyone happy.
 (B)  The less important or subsidiary factor, person, 

or thing dominates a situation.
 (C)  A person who is always happy to meet you.
 (D)  Even smaller tasks become important if the 

whole project is to succeed.
Q.70-71. In the following questions, out of the four 

alternatives, select the alternative which is the best 
substitute of the words/sentence.

Bihar has celebrated its 107th foundation day on 22nd March.
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Q.70.  The state or quality of being holy, sacred, or saintly
 (A) Base  (B) Sanctity 
 (C) Vile           (D) Heinous
Q.71. Relating to the study of the nature of god and 

religious belief
 (A) Scepticism (B) Atheism
 (C) Impiety  (D) Theological
Q.72-73. In the following questions, out of the four 

alternatives, select the alternative which will 
improve the bracketed part of the sentence. 
In case no improvement is needed, select “no 
improvement”.

Q.72.  By the time we set out, the sun (sit) pretty in the 
blue sky.

 (A) was sitting (B) had sitting
 (C) was sit  (D) no improvement
Q.73. The greeting card (also reducing) the need to sit 

down and write loving messages to our dear ones.

 (A) has also reduce (B) had also reduce
 (C) has also reduced (D) no improvement
Q.74.  The question below consists of a set of labelled 

sentences. Out of the four options given, select 
the most logical order of the sentences to form a 
coherent paragraph.

 In the entire
 A : process of discoveries
 B : and development, ethics
 C : was exiled
 (A) CBA (B) ABC (C) CAB (D) BCA
Q.75.  In the following question, four words are given 

out of which one word is correctly spelt. Select the 
correctly

 spelt word.
 (A) revarberate (B) reverberate
 (C) reverberete (D) revarberete

SSC ChSl PRE-08 MaRCh 2018 ShIft-I/gEnERal awaREnESS
Q.76.   For an inferior good demand falls when _________.

 (A) Piece rise  (B) Price falls

 (C) Income rise (D) Income falls

Q.77. Which of the following is NOT a Nuclear Power 
Centre?

 (A) Narora  (B) Kakrapara

 (C) Chamera  (D) Kota

Q.78. The ‘noble tradition’ was related to which of the 
following the dynasties?

 (A) Pal  (B) Pratihara

 (C) Rashtrakuta (D) Sen

 Q.79. Alauddin Khilji’s first military operation was 
against which of the following?

 (A) Gujarat  (B) Ranthambore

 (C) Devagiri  (D) Chittaur

Q.80. Which port is situated on the southern tip of the 
Suez Canal?

 (A) Port Suez  (B) Port Said

 (C) Ismailia  (D) Port Ibrahim

Q.81. The Machkund project is a joint project of which 
two states?

 (A) West Bengal and Odisha

 (B) West Bengal and Bihar

 (C) Odisha and Andhra Pradesh
 (D) Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh
Q.82. Who was the exponent of Yog Darshana?
 (A) Kapil  (B) Gautam 
 (C) Patanjali  (D) Jamini
Q.83. At which of the following places the 5th Global 

Conference on Cyber Space (GCCS) was held on 
November 23-24, 2017?

 (A) London  (B) New Delhi 
(C) Sanya  (D) Tokyo

Q.84. Who among the following was honoured with the 
IAAF male Athlete of year Award for 2017 at a 
award ceremony in Monaco in November 2017?

 (A) Mutaz Essa Barshim (B) Usain Bolt
 (C) Mo Farah  (D) Wayde van Niekerk
Q.85. What is the national sport of Pakistan?
 (A) Cricket  (B) Football 
 (C) Hockey  (D) Table Tennis
Q.86. What is the purpose of adding Gypsum to the 

cement?
 (A) For lubrication
 (B) To slow down its rate of setting
 (C) To increase its rate of setting
 (D) To make it strong

According to the government, in the current financial year (2018-19) so far, `85,000 crore has been 
raised from disinvestment, which is more than `5,000 crore more than the target.
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Q.87.  Which of the following has highest penetration 

power?
 (A) α- radiations
 (B) β- radiations
 (C) γ- radiations
 (D) All have same penetration power.
Q.88.  Which of the following organ of the government 

refers to a smaller group of people who are 
responsible for implementing laws and running the 
government?

 I.  The Judiciary
 II.  The Executives
 III.  The Legislature
 (A) Only I  (B) Only II
 (C) Only III  
 (D) No option is correct.
Q.89.  In which of the following countries fascism was 

originated?
 (A) Italy (B) Japan (C) France (D) Russia
Q.90.  Along the path of the vas deferens which glands 

add their secretions in the sperms?
 I.  Prostate  II. Seminal vesicles
 III.  Scrotum
 (A) Only I and III (B) Only I and II
 (C) Only II and III (D) All I, II and III
Q.91.  Which among the following constituents of xylem 

is/are tubular structure (s)?
 I. Tracheids II.  Vessels
 III.  Xylem fibres
 (A) Only I  (B) Only II
 (C) Only I and II (D) All I, II and III
Q.92. Indian Government is hopeful of bringing at least 

one crore subscribers by March 2018 under the 
Atal Pension Yojana (APY). What is the age limit 
for APY?

 (A) 21 to 60 years (B) 18 to 40 years
 (C) 18 to 45 years (D) 21 to 70 years
Q.93. What is the duration of the world’s shortest 

X-ray laser has been successfully created by the 
scientists?

 (A) 39 nanoseconds (B) 43 attoseconds

 (C) 15 picoseconds (D) 57 microseconds

Q.94. In April 2017, on the birth anniversary of Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar which body announced the winners of 
Lucky Draw Schemes like ‘Lucky Grahak Yojana’ 
and ‘Digi-Dhan Vyapar Yojana’?

 (A) Reserve Bank of India

 (B) State Bank of India

 (C) National Payments Corporation of India

 (D) No option is correct.

Q.95. Where was the 7th edition of Rashtriya Sanskriti 
Mahotsava held from 14 January to 20 January, 
2018?

 (A) New Delhi (B) Bengaluru

 (C) Jaipur  (D) Kanpur

Q.96. Find the potential energy gained by a body of mass 
60 kg, if it is raised by 12 m.

 (A) 7200 (B) 50 (C) 3600 (D) 25

Q.97. Light is a ______________ wave.

 (A) longitudinal (B) elastic

 (C) transverse (D) mechanical

Q.98. Terrestrial life-forms require ____________ water 
for life processes.

 (A) fresh (B) saline (C) salt (D) sour

Q.99. Which of the statements given below are correct?

 (A)  In 2017, Virat Kohli captained the IPL team 
Rising Pune Supergiant.

 (B)  In 2017 Pro Kabaddi League, Surjeet Singh 
played for Bengal Warriors.

 (C)  United Kingdom hosted the Table Tennis 2017 
ITTF Women’s World Cup.

 (A) Only B  (B) Both A and C

 (C) A, B and C 

 (D) No option is correct.

Q.100. ______________ among the following is not a 
type of JavaScript.

 (A) text/JavaScript (B) text/ecmascript

 (C) text/vbscript (D)JavaScript /vbscript

SBI has signed Memorandum of understanding with Bank of China to enhance business synergies.
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Q.1.(C)  For a number to be divisible by 9, sum of digits 

of the number must be divisible be 9.
 => Sum of digits of number =6 + 5 + 7 + 3 + 5 

+ 4 + 7 + x + 4 + 5 =  (x + 46)
 Clearly, the sum is greater than 46, so the next 

multiples of 9 is 54.
 x + 46 = 54
 x = 54 − 46 = 8

Q.2.(B) 59881 59881 49681 49681

10200

× − ×  

 =
( )22(59881)  49681

102000

−

 Using, a2 − b2 = (a − b) (a + b)

 
( ) ( )59881 49681 59881 49681

10200

− × +

 = 10200 109562
109562

10200

× =

Q.3.(B) Given : 
4x 3x 1 6

5 7 7

7 5 5

− −     =          
 Using,  
 (a)m × (a)n = (a)m+n

 =>
4x 3x 1 6

7 7

5 5

− + −   =      

 Comparing the exponents, we get
 => −x − 1 = 6
 => x = −1 − 6 = −7

Q.4.(C) Given 
32

16

x 1
5

x

− =

 16
16

1
x 5

x
− = ------ (i)

 Cubing both sides, we get :

 => ( )
3

316
16

1
x 5

x

 − =  

 => ( )4 16 16
48 16 16

1 1 1
x 8 3 x x 125

x x x

  − − + =    

 =>  48
48

1
x 1(5) 125

x
− − =

 => 
96

48

x 1
125 15 140

x

− = + =

Q.5.(C) PQ and RS are traverse common tangents
 Let the distance between centres AC = d cm
 Then, length of traverse common tangent is 

given by = (PQ)2 = (RS)2 = d2 − (r1 + r2) 
2

 => (8)2 = d2 − (7 + 3)2

 =>d2 = 100 + 64 = 164

 => d 164=

Q.6.(B) 
A

O
B C

 O is the circumcentre of the triangle, =>   

	 ∠BOC =  2∠BAC -------------(i)

 OB = OC = radius of circle => ∠OBC = ∠OCB

 In △OBC, > ∠OBC + ∠OCB + ∠BOC =1800

 =>2 ∠OBC +  2∠ BAC = [Using equation (i)]

 =>2 ( ∠OBC +   ∠BAC) =1800

 => 2 (∠OBC +   ∠BAC )=1800

 => (∠OBC +  ∠ BAC) =1800     

	 ∠OBC +  ∠ BAC= 0180
90

2
= .

Q.7.(B) Let A’s weight =11 kg and B’s weight = 8 kg
 A’s new weight after 40% increase 

 = 140
11

100
×  =15.4kg

 Similarly, total weight of (A+B) after 30% 

Pakistan's High Commissioner to India and seasoned diplomat Sohail Mahmood will be Pakistan's 
new foreign secretary.
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increase = 130
19 24.7

100
× =  kg

 => B’s new weight =24.7 − 15.4 = 9.3 kg

  increase in weight of B =
( )9.3 8

100 16.25%
8

−
× =

Q.8.(C) Income of S = Rs. 14,000 and savings of S 
= Rs. 2,000

 => Expenditure of S = 14000 - 2000 = Rs. 12,000
 Ratio of income of S, T and U = 7 : 9 : 6

 => Income of T = 9
14,000

7
× =Rs. 15,000

 Similarly, expenditure of T= 5
12,000

4
×

=Rs.3,000

 Savings of T =18000 − 15000 = Rs. 3000
Q.9.(A) According to ques,

 =>
7x 7

3x 4 4
=

+

 =>28x = 21x + 28
 =>28x − 21x = 7x = 28

 => 28
x 4

7
= =

  Total quantity of acid = 7 × 4 = 28 litres
Q.10.(B) Sum of first 7 positive odd numbers divisible by 

5 are
 =5 + 15 + 25 + 35 + 45 + 55 + 65 = 245

 => Required average = 245

7
=35

Q.11.(B) Let principal amount = Rs. 8x

 => Simple interest = 7
8x Rs.7x

8
× =

 Let rate of interest =R and time period = 5 years

 => Simple interest = P R T

100

× ×

 => 8x r 5
7x

100

× × =

 => 2r
7

5
=

 => 5 7 35
x 17.5%

2 2

×= = =

Q.12.(B) Cost price of 9 chairs = Rs. 5
 => Cost price of 45 chairs =5 × 5 = Rs. 25
 Selling price of 5 chairs = Rs. 9
 => Selling price of 45 chairs =9 × 9 = Rs. 81

  Profit % = (81 25)
100

25

− ×

 =>56 × 4 = 224%
Q.13.(A) Marked price = Rs. 3000
 After first discount of 15%, price of pen 

 = 15
3000 3000

100
 − ×  

 = 3000 − 450 = Rs. 2550
 After 2nd discount of , price 

 = a
2550 2550 2142

100
 − × =  

 => 25.5a = 2550 − 2142
 =>25.5a = 408

 => 408
a 16%

25.5
= =

Q.14.(A) 1054 196 169 64+ + +

 = 1054 14 13 8+ + +

 = 1089 33=

Q.15.(A) Let total work to be done = L.C.M (18,24) 
 = 72 units
 X alone could do this work in 18 days,

  => X’s efficiency = 72

18
 =4 units/day

Satish Magar took over as the new national president of the Confederation of Real Estate Developers' 
Associations of India (CREDAI), the apex body of private real estate developers in India.
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 Similarly, Y’s efficiency = 72

24
=3 units/day

 Let Z’s 1 day’s work = z units/day
 According to ques,
 =>8(4 + 3 + z) = 72

 => 72
7 z 9

8
+ = =  =>z = 9 − 7 = 2

 Now, ratio of efficiencies of X, Y and Z = 4:3:2
 => Z’s share in total amount of Rs. 5400 

 = ( )
2

5400
4 3 2

×
+ +

 =2 × 600 = Rs. 1200

Q.16.(A) => 12
x y 3

4
− = = ----------------(i)

 12
x y 4

4
+ = =  ---------------(ii)

 Adding equations (i) and (ii), we get :

  2x = 3 + 4 = 7 => 7
x 3.5

2
= = km/hr

Q.17.(C) Most number of employees speak language D 
 = 180
Q.18.(D) Total number of employees of the MNC
 = 100 + 140 + 20 + 180 + 50 + 70 + 160 = 720
Q.19.(B) Number of employees speaking language A 
 = 100
 Total number of employees of the MNC
 = 100 + 140 + 20 + 180 + 50 + 70 + 160 = 720

 => Required central angle = 0100
360

720
× =500

Q.20.(A) Total number of employees of the MNC
 = 100 + 140 + 20 + 180 + 50 + 70 + 160 = 720 
 Average monthly salary of the employees of 

this MNC = $5000
 =>  Required answer=720 × 0.005 = 3.6

Q.21.(B) Let length of rectangle = l cm and breadth, 
b=16cm

 Area =lb=288

 => l= 288
18

16
= cm

  Perimeter =2(l + b)
 = 2 × (18 + 16)= 2 × 34 = 68 cm
Q.22.(B) Radius of circle 

 = 35
r 17.5

2
= =  cm => Area = 2rπ

 = 22
17.5 17.5

7
× ×

 = 22 × 2.5 × 17.5 = 962.5 cm2

Q.23.(B) Diameter of hemisphere = 14 cm

 Volume of hemisphere = 22
r

3
× π

 = ( )32 22
7

3 7
× ×  = 44 49

718.67
3

× =  cm3

Q.24.(A) 02
Cosec60

3

 
−   

 = 2 2

3 3
−  = 

( )6 6

3 3

−

Q.25.(C) Given :  5
cot X

12
=

 XY 5
cot X

YZ 12
= =

 

 Thus, in △XYZ, =>(XZ)2 = (XY )2 + (Y Z)2

 => (XZ)2 = (5)2 + (12)2

 =>  (XZ)2 = 25 + 144 = 169

 => XZ 169 13= = cm, 
XZ

sec Z
YZ

= = 
13

12

Zuzana Caputova has become the first female President of Slovakia.
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Q.26.(B)  School : Education : : ? : ?
 The first is a primary source to receive second, 

i.e. school is used to get education, while 
hospitals are used for treatment.

Q.27.(A) 5 : 125 : : 7 : ?
 Eg  :  

(5)3 = 125
 (7)3 = 343
Q.28.(B) 

B G R
(+1) (+2) (+3)
C I  U

 Similarly, for HCY:IEB
 H C Y
 (+1) (+2) (+3)
 I E B
Q.29.(D) Second is served in first, tea is served in a cup, 

water in jug and curd in a bowl, hence Pen - 
Butter is the odd one out.

Q.30.(D) The difference between each of the pair of 
numbers is 4.

 But in the last option => 93 − 87 = 6
 Thus,  

(93 - 87) is the odd one out.
Q.31.(A) (A) : 
 C (+4 letters) = G (+3 letters) = J
 (B) : 
 I (+4 letters) = M (+4 letters) = Q
 (C) : 
 O (+4 letters) = S (+4 letters) = W
 (D) : 
 J (+4 letters) = N (+4 letters) = R
Q.32.(B) As per the order of dictionary :
 = Tiring -> Toast -> Toddle -> Toilet -> Tolerate
  53241
Q.33.(A) The pattern followed is :
 18×2+1  = 37
 37×2+2  = 76
 76×2+3  = 155

 155×2+4  = 314
 314×2+5 = 633
Q.34.(C) Series : HJRN, JMTQ, LPVT, NSXW, ?
 The pattern followed in each letter of the terms 

is :
 1st letter : H 
 (+2 letters) = J 
 (+2 letters) = L 
 (+2 letters) = N 
 (+2 letters) = P
 2nd letter : J 
 (+3 letters) = M 
 (+3 letters) = P 
 (+3 letters) = S 
 (+3 letters) = V
 3rd letter : R 
 (+2 letters) = T 
 (+2 letters) = V 
 (+2 letters) = X 
 (+2 letters) = Z
 4th letter : N 
 (+3 letters) = Q 
 (+3 letters) = T 
 (+3 letters) = W 
 (+3 letters) = Z
 Thus, missing term = PVZZ
Q.35.(B) According to Raman, possible marriage dates in 

July = 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19
 According to his mother = 17, 18, 19
 According to his father = 14, 15, 16, 17, 18
 Thus, common dates in all three equations = 17 

or 18
Q.36.(C) The word PREMONITION does not contain 

any ‘V’, thus the term Move cannot be formed.
Q.37.(C) Codes for each letter is given :
 P -> 4
 R -> 8
 A -> 6

South Korea has won the Sultan Azlan Shah Hockey tournament title at Ipoh in Malaysia by 
defeating India. 
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 W -> 2
 N -> 1
 Thus, PRAWN : 48621
Q.38.(D) 9 x 18 ÷ 5 - 90 + 8 = ?

 = 9 + 18 × 5 ÷ 90 − 8= 9 + 
90

90
  − 8 = 2

Q.39.(B) 24 + 4 - 20 ÷ 9 x 5 = 31
 (A) : - and +
 L.H.S. = 24 − 4 + 20 ÷ 9 × 5

 

100
20 31.11 R.H.S

9
+ = ≠

 (B) : ÷ and +

 L.H.S. = 24 ÷ 4 − 20 + 9 × 5 = 6 − 20 + 45 = 31= 
R.H.S.

Q.40.(D) Given : 5#5 = -25, -4#-3 = -12 and 3#-3 = 9

 If we replace ‘#’ with and multiply the product 
with ‘-1’, then we will get the desired result.

 Eg :-  
(5 × 5) ×  
(−1) = −25

 and  (-4 × -3) × -1 = -12  
and  (3 × −3) ×  

(−1) = 9

 Similarly,  
(4 × 5) ×  
(−1) = −20 

Q.41.(C) BBAAAAA, ABBAAAA, AABBAAA, 
AAABBAA, AAAABBA, _______________.

 The pattern followed is that in each term there 
are 5 A’s and 2 B’s and in each term, the B’s 
are consecutive starting from first position and 
shifting one place to the right.

 Thus, in the missing term, the last two terms 
will be BB = AAAAABB

Q.42.(B)  Q.43.(B)

Q.44.(A)  Q.45.(D)

Q.46.(B)

Q.47.(C) The numbers are of the form :  
(x, 3x − 1, 2x − 1)

 But in the third option, we have =2 × 15 − 1 = 29 
= ̸ 31

 Thus, (15, 44, 31) is the odd one out.

 => Ans - 

 2 × 15 − 1 = 29 ≠ 31

Q.48.(C) Q.49.(A) Q.50.(A)

EXPlanatIOn/SSC ChSl PRE-25 MaRCh 2018 ShIft-I/EnglISh
Q.51.(A) ‘affected’ should be used in place of ‘effected’
Q.52.(A) ‘seeing’ will be replaced by ‘see’ 
Q.53.(D) isn't it? The auxiliary verb and the pronoun
 are inverted in the negative interrogative form
Q.54.(B) Attractions should be used for tourists who
 visit popular places.
Q.55.(C) repugnance (n) – having a strong feeling of
 dislike or disgust so aversion is the one that best 

expresses the given word.
Q.56.(A) reminisce (v) means to indulge in enjoyable
 recollection of past events so remember is the 

one that best expresses the given word.

Q.57.(B) Vanguard (n) means a group of people leading 
the way in new developments or ideas so 
follower is the one which is opposite of the 
given word.

Q.58.(C) Effervescent (adj.) means lively, happy so stale 

is the one that which is the opposite of the given 
word.

Q.59.(C) Correct rearrangement is-: Climatic information 
can be obtained through an understanding of

 changes in tree growth.

Q.60.(A) Simple Past changes into Past Continuous with 
and in Passive voice IIIrd form of the verb is 
used and the position of subject and object is 
interchanged.

Q.61.(C)  in indirect speech – the king thought that his 
hour had come 

Q.62.(A)

Q.63.(D) NASA working ‘with’ is fitting with the 
sentence in the passage.

Q.64.(A) with growing ‘steadily’ should be used.

Q.65.(D) long is already given in the passage so, wide is 
appropriate here. 

Viktor Axelsen of Denmark has won the men's singles title of Yonex-Sunrise India Open badminton 
tournament in New Delhi by defeating Kidambi Srikanth.



113JUNE 2019  MICA

PREVIOuS PAPER 2018
Q.66.(B) ‘an’ is used before vowels.
Q.67.(C) with ‘ever’ biggest should be used.
Q.68.(B) Cut corners-do something perfunctorily so as to 

save time or money.
Q.69.(B) The less important or subsidiary factor, person, 

or thing dominates a situation.
 Past TV deals have seen the tail wagging the 

dog. Now football clubs feel they are equal 
partners with TV.

Q.70.(B) The state or quality of being holy, sacred, or 
saintly—Sanctity

Q.71.(D) Relating to the study of god and religious 
belief- theological

Q.72.(A) ‘was sitting’ will be used 

Q.73.(C) This is the present situation so ‘has also reduced’ 
should be used.

Q.74.(B) correct rearrangement is-: In the entire process 
of discoveries and development, ethics was 
exiled.

Q.75.(C)

EXPlanatIOn/SSC ChSl PRE-25 MaRCh 2018 ShIft-I/gEnERal awaREnESS
Q.76. (C) For an inferior good demand falls when Income rise.
Q.77.(C) Chamera is not a Nuclear Power Centre.
Q.78.(D) The 'noble tradition' was related to the Sen 

Dynasty.
Q.79.(B) Alauddin Khilji's first military operation was 

against Ranthambore.
Q.80.(A) Port Suez is situated on the southern tip of the 

Suez Canal.
Q.81.(C) The Machkund project is a joint project of 

Odisha and Andhra Pradesh states.
Q.82.(C) Patanjali was the exponent of Yog Darshana.
Q.83.(B) The 5th Global Conference on Cyber Space 

(GCCS) was held on November 23-24, 2017 in 
New Delhi.

Q.84.(A) Mutaz Essa Barshim was honoured with the 
IAAF male Athlete of year Award for 2017 at an 
award ceremony in Monaco in November 2017.

Q.85.(C) Hockey is the national sport of Pakistan.
Q.86.(B) The purpose of adding Gypsum to the cement is 

to slow down its rate of setting. 
Q.87.(C) γ- radiations has highest penetration power.
Q.88.(B) The Executives organ of the government 

refers to a smaller group of people who are 
responsible for implementing laws and running 
the government.

Q.89.(A) Fascism was originated in Italy.

Q.90.(A) Along the path of the vas deferens Prostate & 
Scrotum glands add their secretions in the sperms. 

Q.91.(C) Tracheid & Vessels are constituents of xylem 
are tubular in structure.

Q.92.(B) Indian Government is hopeful of bringing 
at least one crore subscribers by March 2018 
under the Atal pension Yojana (APY). The age 
limit for APY is 18 to 40 years.

Q.93.(C) 15 picoseconds is the duration of the world’s 
shortest X-ray laser has been successfully 
created by the scientists.

Q.94.(C) In April 2017, on the birth anniversary of 
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar the National Payments 
Corporation of India announced the winners 
of Lucky Draw Schemes like ‘Lucky Grahak 
Yojana’ and ‘Digi-Dhan Vyapar Yojana’.

Q.95.(B) The 7th edition of Rashtriya Sanskriti 
Mahotsava was held in Bengaluru from 14 
January to 20 January, 2018.

Q.96.(A) The potential energy gained by a body of mass 
60 kg, if it is raised by 12 m is 7200.

Q.97.(C) Light is a transverse wave.

Q.98.(A) Terrestrial life-forms require fresh water for life 
processes. 

Q.99.(A) 

Q.100.(D) JavaScript /vbscript is not a type of JavaScript. 

Roger Federer has won the men's singles title of Miami Open by defeating John Isner.
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