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Dear Aspirants,

It is a great honour for us to publish "March 2019" edition of "Master In Current Affairs" a platform which provides you with in-
depth and concise information. This edition is well designed specially by keeping all the forthcoming examinations in mind.

 The scope of this edition includes highly admired sections NEWS MAKER, NEWS DIARY, ONE LINER WORLD OF 
ENGLISH which are indeviatingly related to the examinations. Chalte-Chalte is one of the most steering elements of this which is 
mentioned at the bottom of every page.

 This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this month 
which may play a vital role in forthcoming examination. The important topics covered in this edition are :

One among them is ‘USA: Government Shutdown’, the shutdown of the United States federal government in 2018, which has con-
tinued into January 2019. It occurred when the United States Congress and President Donald Trump could not agree on an appropria-
tions bill to fund the operations of the federal government for the 2019 fiscal year, or a temporary continuing resolution that would 
extend the deadline for passing a bill. As a result, nine executive departments with around 800,000 employees had to shut down 
partially or in full, affecting about one-fourth of government activities and causing employee furloughs, while its background, reason 
effect everything is given in MICA. Then an article about ‘General Reservation Bill’, which discusses, the  Constitution 
Bill 2019 to provide 10 per cent reservation in jobs and educational institutions to economically backward section in the 
general category. 

there we have much more to know about it which is given inside the magazine to have a look on the issue to know 
more about it. 

Later we’ll see ‘Merger of Nationalised Banks’: India is trying to have fewer but healthier lenders. So the govern-
ment announced plans to merge three public sector banks: Dena Bank, Vijaya Bank, and Bank of Baroda. After it 
' Kumbh: An Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity” the largest peaceful congregation of pilgrims on earth, 
during which participants bathe or take a dip in a sacred river. Devotees believe that by bathing in the Ganges 
one is freed from sins liberating her/him from the cycle of birth and death. Millions of people reach the place 
without any invitation.

In this edition we are providing the Model paper of J&K Clerk Pre-2018 and UPSSC VDO-Previous 
year paper 2018 for your self-assessment. There is a separate section named Quiz Time for your 
self-evaluation, which includes all the possible MCQ's from this month's current affairs. This 
will be highly beneficial for all the upcoming examinations.

The topics of the next issue will be different, we make sure that we will be trying to serve 
you with our next edition consisting a rich piece of knowledge.

Best of Luck for your exams.

Your advice or suggestions will be much appreciated and welcomed.

 With Best Wishes

 Editor : N.K. Jain                                                                                   

  

      “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
“There is nothing as remarkable as learning 

how to think better.”
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INTERVIEWMEENAKSHI

The National Film Archive of India was established as a media unit of the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting in February 1964.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Uttam Kumar Mukherjee
Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Aleya Mukherjee
Hobbies  : Painting, Singing
Prior Selection  :  PO 

Name of the Exam : State Bank of India
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 3801000897
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : DGR2611664903

Meenakshi Mukherjee

MICA   : Mahendra's family  
expresses its heartfelt 
congratulations on your 
success.

Meenakshi : Thank You so much.
MICA   : To whom do you want 

to give the credit of 
your selection?

Meenakshi : My parents, Mahendra’s 
teachers,  and my friends

MICA   : After how many 
attempts did you succeed 
in this examination?

Meenakshi : Ist  attempt.
MICA   : What is the role of 

Mahendra's institute in 
your selection?

Meenakshi : Mahendra's ; The 
institute helped me 
by providing updated 
study materials and 
online tests, and also 
the teachers are very 
cooperative. It helped 
me with mock interview 
classes as well.

MICA   : How did you prepare 
for the examination?

Meenakshi : 
English Language

Taking regular classes, PSS sessions, 
Reading newspaper daily, Taking 
Mahendra’s Speed Tests and Solving 
previous year questions.  

Reasoning Ability & Computer 
Aptitude

First clearing basics of each topic from 
online and offline source of Mahendras, 
Taking Regular CWS, MCA, and 
then attempting questions and tests. 
Following online sources and previous 
year questions for Computer Aptitude.

Data Analysis & Interpretation

First clearing basics of each topic 
from online and offline source of 
Mahendras, Taking Regular CWS, 
MCA, and then attempting questions 
and Taking Speed-Tests.

General Awareness

Reading magazine (MICA), watching 
MAHENDRA Guru Youtube Channel 
from daily current affairs and Reading 
newspaper.

MICA   : What would you say 
about “Master in Current 
Affairs” Magazine and 
Mahendra Guru Website?

Meenakshi : The magazine is 
precise, brief and well 
updated and good for 
quick revision.

MICA   : What is the best thing 
about our coaching 
institute, according to 
you?

Meenakshi : Guidance and on 

time doubt clearance, 
through PSS.

MICA   : What is the role of 
“Time Management” in 
one’s success?

Meenakshi : Time management plays 
a vital role in one's success 
& Time management 
helps one to take right 
decision in right time and 
to take right step.

MICA   : How did you prepare 
for the Interview?

Meenakshi : Appeared in mock 
interviews organised by 
Mahendras and watched 
mock interviews on 
Mahendra-Guru you-
tube channel.

MICA   : Tell us about the 
Interview Board and the 
questions asked?

Meenakshi : The interview board 
was very friendly. 
They have asked me 
questions related to my 
subjects, current affairs, 
banking and hobbies.

The questions asked were:
(I) From subject - Bernoulli's 

principle, gauss-divergence 
theorem, stokes law

(II)  From CA - Iran-America 
relations, India's GDP growth, 
Problems in banking sector etc.

(III)  From hobbies - What are my 
hobbies, favourite painter, 
optical illusion.

(IV)  From banking - types of 
accounts in bank.

MICA   :  By whom did you get 
information of your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Meenakshi : From a teacher.
MICA   : What message do you 

want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Meenakshi : Take regular classes, 
Attempt more and more 
STs, Work-hard and 
you will achieve what 
you want.

MICA   : Congratulations once 
again on your success. 
Your success is our 
success.

Meenakshi :  Thank You
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CURRENT AFFAIRS One Liner

ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Who has been appointed the chairman of the Inland 
Waterways Authority of India (IWAI)?   
 w Jalaj Srivastava

 # Which Indian-American woman has been elected as 
the president of the Harvard University Undergraduate 
Council? w Sruthi Palaniappan

 # Who has been appointed as the New Brexit secretary? 
 w Stephen Barclay

 # Joyce Msuya has been appointed as acting Executive 
Director of ___. w UNEP

 # Who has been appointed as Chairman of Union Public 
Service Commission (UPSC)?    
 w Arvind Saxena

 # Who has been appointed as Chairman of National Skill 
Development Corporation (NSDC)?   
 w A. M. Naik

 # Who was unanimously elected as the President of the 
Federation of Motor Sports Clubs of India (FMSCI)? 
 w J Prithiviraj

 # Who has been appointed as the next Chief Election 
Commissioner? w Sunil Arora

 # Which organisation has appointed Millie Bobby 
Brown as it’s youngest-ever Goodwill Ambassador? 
 w UNICEF

 # Who has been elected unopposed to an Asia Pacific 
seat on the UN's Committee on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (CESCR)? w Preeti Saran

 # The government has appointed Lalit Kumar Chandel, 
economic advisor in the Department of Financial 
Services, as its nominee on the board of which bank? 
 w ICICI Bank

 # South African President Cyril Ramaphosa has 
appointed which female lawyer as the head of National 
Prosecuting Authority? w Shameela Batowi

 # Who has been appointed as new Finance Secretary? 
 w Ajay Narayan Jha

Air Marshal Rajeev Sachdeva took over as Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staff.

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

AWARDS
 # Who will be honoured with the FIAPF Award at the 

12th Asia Pacific Screen Awards (APSA)?  
 w Nandita Das

 # Which Bollywood superstar has been awarded with 
the third Sayaji Ratna Award?     
 w Amitabh Bachchan

 # Who has bagged the 2018 Ballon d'Or?   
 w Luka Modric

 # Who has become the first ever Indian individual medal 
winner in an international ultra-running event?  
 w Ullas Narayan

 # Who has been conferred the Skoch Chief Minister of 
the Year Award? w Mamata Banerjee

 # Who was honoured with the French Knight of the 
National Order of Merit? w Ashok Amritraj

 # Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) Signed an 
MOU with ___ for Training Rural Youth for Skill 
Development Under Deendayal Upadhyaya Grameen 
Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY).   
 w Maruti Suzuki   
     India Ltd

 # Cabinet approves establishment of two new AIIMS at 
__under Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana. 
 w Tamil Nadu &   
        Telangana

 # Which state launched door-step Aadhaar enrolment 
scheme for kids below five years old?   
 w Tamil Nadu

 # Yes Bank has appointed former Insurance Regulatory 
and Development Authority (IRDA) chief __ as an 
independent director for five years.   
 w T.S. Vijayan

 # Which bank has appointed A S Rajeev as its Managing 
Director & Chief Executive Officer?   
 w Bank of Maharashtra
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One Liner
NATIONAL & STATE

"Finding Beauty in Garbage", a documentary film based on the garbage of Dibrugarh town in Assam has received 
the Best Short documentary film award.

 # Which web portal and mobile app was launched to 
make air travel convenient and hassle-free?  
 w Airsewa 2.0

 # Who was widely called the Brand Father of Indian 
advertising? w Alyque Padamsee

 # What is 'PRAVAH', recently organised in New Delhi? 
 w Half Marathon

 # Brigadier Kuldip Singh Chandpuri, was the hero of 
which famous Battle? w Battle of Longewala

 # 8th National Conference of Women in Police (NCWP) 
was organised in which city?     
 w Ranchi, Jharkhand

 # Conference on ‘Modernization of Police 
Communication and Challenges thereof’ was organised 
in which city? w New Delhi

 # Who will head the ‘Himalayan State Regional Council’ 
constituted by NITI Aayog?      
 w V K Saraswat

 # The fourth International Congress on Gerontology and 
Geriatric Medicine is held in ___.   
 w New Delhi

 # Who inaugurated the 6th edition of Adventure at 
Mechuka festival? w Salman Khan

 # Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh launched 
Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) for 
which state? w Himachal Pradesh

 # National Green Tribunal (NGT) has imposed a fine 
of ___on the West Bengal government for failing to 
take steps to improve the air quality of Kolkata and 
Howrah. w `5 crore

 # Where is the country’s first Hyper Converged 
Infrastructure (HCI) State Data Centre inaugurated? 
 w Dehradun

 # Where will Indian Owl Festival be held?  
 w Pune

 # Which actor has topped the Forbes India's annual list 
of the highest-paid celebrities of the year?  
 w Salman Khan

 # Where is India Water Impact Summit-2018 held?  
 w New Delhi

 # Where is the 80th Session of the Policy Commission 
of the World Customs Organization (WCO) being 
organised? w Mumbai

 # Where will the Second Meeting of ‘NITI Forum for 
North East’ be held? w Guwahati

 # Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has given its 
approval for acquisition of defence equipment for 
about___. w Rs 3,000 crore

 # Where was the First Directorate General Armed Forces 
Medical Services (DGAFMS) Military Medicine 
Conclave held? w New Delhi

 # Where was the fourth Partners’ Forum held?  
 w New Delhi

 # Where was the 1st International Conference on 
Sustainable Water Management held?   
 w Mohali 

 # What is the name of the Regional Level Marine Oil 
Pollution Response Exercise conducted by the Indian 
Coast Guard? w Free Sea - 2018

 # Where was the 15th edition of the CII Global SME 
Business Summit organised? w New Delhi

 # Civil Aviation Ministry along with the Airports 
Authority of India (AAI) launched which App for the 
global aviation summit? w GAS 2019

 # The Union Cabinet approved a memorandum of 
understanding with which country in the field of new 
and renewable energy? w France

 # Where is the India’s largest cancer institute, National 
Cancer Institute (NCI) located?    
 w Haryana

 # Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated 
Sangai tourism festival. It is annual festival of which 
state? w Manipur

 # Where is Vishwakarma Skill University?  
 w Dudhola

 # Which state government has launched a Public Bicycle 
Sharing system “Mo Cycle”? w Odisha

 # Which state has launched Tourist Police which will 
work for the security of the tourist in the state?  
 w Nagaland

 # A 70-feet tall statue of Lord Buddha was unveiled at 
Rajgir. In which district of bihar is Rajgir located? 
 w Nalanda

 # What is the other name of the Dehradun airport?  
 w Jolly Grant Airport

 # Where is the Hornbill Festival 2018 being celebrated? 
 w Kohima
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CURRENT AFFAIRS One Liner
FINANCIAL AWARENESS

Prime Minister lays foundation stone of 50 MW LNG-based power project in Andaman.

 # According to ICRA, India's Gross Domestic Product 
Growth Rate is expected to __ in the second quarter of 
Financial Year 2018-19. w 7.20%

 # Government of India and World Bank have signed 
$310 million Loan Agreement for __ Power System 
Improvement Project. w Jharkhand

 # 9th Session of the __ Inter-Governmental Commission 
on Trade, Economic, Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation (IK-IGC) was held in New Delhi.  
 w India-Kyrgyzstan

 # Government of India and Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) have Signed a Loan agreement amounting to 
how many dollars, to Provide Water and Sanitation 
Services in Tamil Nadu? w 169 Million

 # Government of India and Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) have Signed how many dollars Loan agreement 
to Support Hydropower Transmission in Himachal 
Pradesh? w 105 Million

 # Which bank has opened its first-ever digital branch in 
the country in Bengaluru? w Karnataka Bank

 # US based banking solutions provider NCR Corporation 
has signed an agreement with which bank for providing 
IT support services to the ATM network?  
 w Punjab National  
     Bank

 # Government of India and ADB have signed a __ loan 
agreement to provide 24 x7 water supply in Karnataka’s 
four coastal towns of Kundapura, Mangalore Puttur 
and Udupi and improve sanitation infrastructure for 
Mangalore town. w $75 million

 # Government of India and Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) have signed how many dollar Loan Agreement 
to improve State Highways in Bihar?   
 w $200 Million

 # India and __ have signed a protocol on hygiene and 
inspection requirements for the exports.   
 w China

 # Which Indian IT Company will acquire selected IBM 
software products for USD 1.8 billion (over Rs 12,700 
crore)? w HCL Technologies

 # The Government of India has signed an agreement on 
Co-operation and Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters 
with which country? w Peru

 # The Reserve Bank of India has retained the economic 
growth rate at __for the current fiscal in its fifth bimonthly 
monetary policy review. w 7.4 percent

 # Who is the Prime Minister of Fiji?   
 w Frank Bainimarama

 # Where was the Third Defence Ministers’ dialogue between 
India and Singapore held? w Visakhapatnam

 # India and Russia signed a deal for construction of two 
missile frigates in Goa for the Indian Navy. What is the 
amount involved in the deal? w USD 500 million

 # India has signed a revised Defence Cooperation 
Agreement (DCA) with which country to further 
strengthen the military cooperation between the armed 
forces of the two countries? w Singapore

 # Where was the 12th Meeting of India-UK Joint Working 
Group on Counter-Terrorism held?   
 w New Delhi

 # Where was International conference titled “Pavements 
and Computational Approaches” held?   
 w New Delhi

 # Which country has topped the global annual talent 
ranking released by one of its Business School?  
 w India

 # Which Hindu woman lawmaker and human rights activist 
from the Islamic Republic of Pakistan has made it to the 
list of BBC's 100 inspiring and influential women from 
around the world? w Krishna Kumari  
     Kohli

 # 'Vajra Prahar’ is a joint military exercise between India 
and ________. w United States

 # Where was India-Taiwan SME Development Forum 
held? w Taipei

 # Who has been appointed as the first 'Youth Advocate' of 
the north eastern region by the UNICEF to fight for child 
rights? w Nahid Afrin

 # The Union Cabinet approved a MoU between India and 
__ on consumer protection and legal metrology.   
 w Mauritius

 # Kim Jong Yang has been elected President of ___.  
 w Interpol 

 # Where will the International Gita Festival, 2018, be 
organise? w Kurukshetra

 # Where was the First India Russia Strategic Economic 
Dialogue held? w St. Petersburg

 # Joint military exercise "Hand in Hand" is conducted 
between the militaries of which countries?   
 w India- China

INTERNATIONAL
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One Liner

SPORTS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

The PM inaugurated two projects on clean cooking and electric mobility in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

 # “Radio Kashmir – In Times of Peace & War” written 
by whom? w Dr Rajesh Bhat

 # Justice Girdhar Malviya has been named as the new 
chancellor of which university?   
 w Banaras Hindu  
     University

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi has emerged as the 
most popular global leader on which social media 
platform with 14.8 million followers?   
 w Instagram

 # According to WIPO's World Intellectual Property 
Indicators 2018 report, the number of patents granted 
by India shot up by __ in 2017.    
 w 50%

 # The book titled ‘Blue Waters Ahoy!’ – chronicling the 
Indian Navy’s History from 2001-10 is written by? 
 w Sunil Lanba

 # According to a study by global employment website 
Indeed, which company tops the list of leading 
technology organisations to work for in India?  
 w Adobe

 # Which company has inked a pact with Israel's Elbit 
Systems to provide high mobility vehicles (HMV) for 
mounting Elbit Systems' artillery guns and systems? 
 w Ashok Leyland

 # What is the name of the exercise between Indian Air 
Force and Russian Federation Aerospace Force?  
 w AVIAINDRA

 # Where is the 10th edition of "INDRA NAVY" a 
bilateral maritime exercise between Indian Navy and 
Russian Federation Navy held?    
 w Visakhapatnam

 # When is Submarine Day celebrated by the Indian 
Navy? w 8th December

 # When is 'International Human Rights Day' 
celebrated? w 10-Dec

 # Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing of 
MOU between India and Afghanistan on cooperation 
in which field? w Human Resource  
     Development

 # The coffee table book "Timeless Laxman" is based on 
which famous cartoonist? w R. K. Laxman

 # Tulsi Giri was the former Prime Minister of which 
country? w Nepal

 # The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 
successfully launched the earth observation satellite. 
What is the name of the satellite?   
 w HysIS

 # What is the name of India’s heaviest satellite?  
 w GSAT-11

 # 18th All India Annual Conference of the Heads of 
Science Centre’s and Museums is held at ___.  
 w Itanagar

 # GSAT-7A provides boost to the strategic 
communication and networking capabilities of the__. 
 w Indian Air Force

 # Who defeated Novak Djokovic to win the ATP World 
Tour Finals title? w Alexander Zverev

 # Which country hosted the World junior badminton 
championship? w Canada

 # What is the reward amount for doubles trophy at the 
Taipei OEC Open? w USD 125,000

 # Nozomi Okuhara has won the Women’s singles title of 
___. w Hong Kong Open

 # Who has won the Men’s singles title of Hong Kong 
open? w Son W. H.

 # Who was re-elected as the president of All India Carrom 
Federation (AICF)? w Rakibul Hussain

 # John Hastings has announced his retirement from all 
forms of cricket. He belongs to which country?  
 w Australia

 # Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
announced a minimum of how many years suspension 
for players found guilty of age fraud?   
 w 2

 # Who has won the 2018 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix title? 
 w Lewis Hamilton

 # India and the __ signed two agreements, including one 
on currency swap. w UAE

 # The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will provide a 
USD 85 million loan to improve skill development 
eco-system in which state? w Odisha

 # Which organisation has unveiled 200 billion US 
Dollars in climate action investment for 2021 to 
2025? w World Bank
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SPOTLIGHT ALL THAT MATTERS

Seven Indian bluechip oil firms including Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) and Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 
(ONGC) signed an agreement with IIT-Bombay to set up a Centre of Excellence in Oil, Gas and Energy.

ABBREVIATIONS IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY BOOKS & AUTHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Inflation Targeting
This is an approach to monetary policy where 
the primary mandate of a central bank is to 
manage the rate of price inflation in the wider 
economy. Economists who support inflation 
targeting believe that a stable inflation 
rate is essential to keep the economy fully 
employed while protecting the value of the 
currency at the same time. Central banks 
with an explicit inflation targeting mandate 
usually have a target range of inflation. They 
try to keep inflation within the target range 
by adjusting the economy’s money supply. 
The policy of inflation targeting, which was 
first introduced in some European countries 
in the 1970s, became a popular approach 
in the 1990s.

RBI has been using headline CPI (Combined) 
inflation as the nominal anchor for monetary 
policy stance from April 2014 onwards. 
Management of monetary policy and the 
express objective of inflation targeting has 
been enshrined as the responsibility of RBI 
by amending the preamble of the RBI Act, 
1934 through the Finance Act 2016 (Chapter 
XII). Thus, ensuring price stability through 
inflation targeting is a legal responsibility of 
RBI since 2016.

Under Section 45ZA(1) of the RBI Act, 
1934, the Central Government determines 
the inflation target in terms of the 
Consumer Price Index, once in every five 
years in consultation with the RBI.

March 3 World Wildlife Day
March 4 National Security Day 
March 8 International Women’s Day
March 13 No Smoking Day 
March 15 World Disabled Day 
March 20 World Sparrow day 
March 21 World Forestry Day 
March 22 World Day for Water 
March 23 World Meteorological Day 
March 24 World TB Day

GHTC : Global Housing Technology Challenge

QCI : Quality Council of India

USTAAD : Upgrading the Skills & Training in Traditional 
Arts/Crafts for Development

NYP : National Youth Parliament

MPNIC : Multi-Purpose National Identity Cards

NCAP : National Clean Air Programme

THE COLOURS OF
THE CAGE

THE ANATOMY
OF HATE

SHILLONG TIMES

NECROPOLIS

WASHINGTON
BLACk

:- Arun Ferreira

:- Esi Edugyan

:- Avtar Singh

:- Nilanjan P Choudhury

:- Revati Laul
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THE PEOPLEAPPOINTMENTS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate eight projects and lay the foundation stone for four other schemes 
during his visit to Manipur.

Jair Bolsonaro

Jair Bolsonaro, a far-right 
politician vowing a crackdown 

on crime and corruption, was 
sworn in as Brazil's new president 
in front of Congress in Brasilia.
The 63-year-old former 
paratrooper and deputy for the 
past 27 years pledged to uphold 
the constitution as he embarked 
on his four-year mandate at the 
helm of Latin America's biggest 
economy.
Bolsonaro takes power with sky-high approval ratings and 
high hopes from many of Brazil's 210 million inhabitants 
that he can stamp out graft, reduce rampant crime and 
re-ignite an economy laid low by a record-breaking 
recession.
Jair Messias Bolsonaro born 21 March 1955.He is a 
Brazilian politician and retired military officer currently 
serving as the 38th President of Brazil since January 2019. 
He served in the country's Chamber of 
Deputies, representing the state of Rio de 
Janeiro, between 1991 and 2018. He is a 
member of the conservative Social Liberal 
Party(PSL).

Hemant Bhargava 

The government appointed 
Life Insurance Corporation's 

(LIC) senior-most Managing 
Director Hemant Bhargava as 
the insurer's interim chairman, in 
place of V K Sharma who retired.
Meanwhile, the government has 
already initiated a process to 
select the regular chairman and 
managing director of LIC.
Bhargava was appointed as 
the managing director (MD) of LIC in February 2017. 
Apart from Bhargava, there are two more MDs of LIC 
currently.
He was instrumental in completing the design and setting 
up a separate microinsurance vertical which was LIC's 
first comprehensive enterprise-wide initiative in financial 
inclusion space.
He also set up a new joint venture in collaboration with 
the banking industry and founded LIC Cards Services 
Ltd.

Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) is an Indian 
state-owned insuranc group and investment company 
headquartered in Mumbai. It is the largest insurance 
company in India with an estimated asset value of 
`2,529,390 crore in 2016. As of 2013 it had total life fund 
of `1,433,103.14 crore and total number of policies sold 
coming in at `367.82 lakh that year (2012-13).
The Life Insurance Corporation of India was founded 
in 1956 when the Parliament of India passed the Life 
Insurance of India Act that nationalised the 
private insurance industry in India. Over 
245 insurance companies and provident 
societies were merged to create the state 
owned Life Insurance Corporation.

Saurabh Kumar

Saurabh Kumar took over as 
Director General of Ordnance 

Factories (DGOF) and chairman, 
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) 
in Kolkata.
An MTech from the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Kanpur, 
Kumar is an expert in the 
manufacture of ordnance and was 
on deputation to the Ministry of 
Defence as Director of Planning 
and Coordination between 2002 and 2009. During this 
period, he was involved in drafting the Indian offset policy for 
defence purchases and the ‘Make’ procedure in the Defence 
Procurement Procedure of 2003-04, which incorporated the 
recommendations of the Arun Singh Committee.
Ordnance Factories Board (OFB) consisting of the 
Indian Ordnance Factories is an industrial organisation, 
functioning under the Department of Defence Production 
of Ministry of Defence, Government of India. It is engaged 
in research, development, production, testing, marketing 
and logistics of a comprehensive product range in the areas 
of air, land and sea systems. OFB comprises forty-one 
Ordnance Factories, nine Training Institutes, three Regional 
Marketing Centres and four Regional Controllerates of 
Safety, which are spread all across the country.
OFB is the world's largest government-operated production 
organisation, and the oldest organisation run by the 
Government of India. It has a total workforce of about 
164,000. It is often called the "Fourth Arm 
of Defence", and the "Force Behind the 
Armed Forces" of India. It is amongst the 
top 50 defence equipment manufacturers in 
the world.
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THE PEOPLE APPOINTMENTS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation of several irrigation projects in Jharkhand.

P K Singh 

The Competition Commission 
of India (CCI) has appointed 

Pramod Kumar Singh as its 
secretary.
Prior to this, P K Singh was 
adviser (law) to the competition 
watchdog.
In September, the fair trade 
regulator had invited applications 
for appointment to the post of 
secretary from eligible candidates.
However, in the case of selection of departmental candidate, 
appointment of the candidate will be made on promotion 
basis with five years of experience as adviser to the CCI, 
the regulator had said in a notice.
The secretary would act as the nodal officer for the 
Commission for making or receiving all statutory 
information and entering into the any formal relationships 
including signing of memorandums with any foreign agency 
or other agency with prior approval from Commission and 
government.
The Commission was established in 2003 to replace the 
erstwhile Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices 
Commission.
The fair trade regulator draws its power from the 
Competition Act, 2002, and has been empowered to 
check anti-competitive behavior and regulate mergers 
and acquisitions. It was established on 14 October 2003. 
It became fully functional in May 2009 with Dhanendra 
Kumar as its first Chairman.
The idea of Competition Commission 
was conceived and introduced in the 
form of The Competition Act, 2002 by 
the Vajpayee government. A need was 
felt to promote competition and private 
enterprise especially in the light of 1991 
Indian economic liberalisation.

Asif Khosa 

Justice Asif Saeed Khosa, 
the senior most judge of 

the Supreme Court, has been 
appointed new Chief Justice of 
Pakistan.
President Arif Alvi has approved 
the appointment of Justice 
Khosa, who will assume the 

charge of his office on January 18, The Express Tribune 
reported.
Incumbent Chief Justice Saqib Nisar will be retiring from 
service on January 17,2019.
Justice Khosa, 64, has been a senior 
Justice of the Supreme Court since 
December 2016. He has also served as an 
advocate in the Lahore High Court and 
Supreme Court.

Chhabilendra Roul 

Chhabilendra Roul has 
assumed the charge of 

Secretary, Department of 
Fertilizers, Ministry of Chemicals 
& Fertilizers, Government of 
India.
Roul is an Indian Administrative 
Services Officer of 1985 batch, 
from Punjab Cadre. 
He started his career as Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, Govt. of 
Punjab. Since then he has held several positions including 
Principal Secretary, Departments of School Education; 
Local Government; Governance Reforms; and Director 
General, Mahatma Gandhi State Institute of Public 
Administration, Punjab at Chandigarh.
In the Central Government Roul has held the portfolios 
of Director/ Joint Secretary in the Ministries of Textiles 
and Power. Presently he is posted as Additional Secretary, 
Department of Agricultural Research & Education and 
Secretary, Indian Council of Agricultural Research, 
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare, Government 
of India, New Delhi.
Roul has authored two books; one relates to Agricultural 
Marketing & Development, and the other to International 
Jute Commodity System. For his 
outstanding work in Governance Reforms 
the Department of Governance Reforms, 
Punjab was awarded Prime Minister’s 
Excellence Award in Public Administration 
for the year 2012-13.

Anantha Padmanabhan

The Managing Director of city-based NAC Jewellers, 
Anantha Padmanabhan, has been elected as the 

Chairman of the All India Gem and Jewellery Domestic 
Council, the national apex body of the gems and jewellery 
industry for a two year period.
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The Mandal dam, work on which began in 1972, but was stalled since 1993, will be built on the North Koel river 
in Barwadih block of Latehar district.

Kolkata-based Senco Group 
Chairman Shaankar Sen was 
elected as the Vice-Chairman.
closely with the Government and 
take up various issues facing the 
industry", Padmanabhan said.
The All India Gem and Jewellery 
Domestic Council represents over 
six lakh members, comprising 
manufacturers, wholesalers, 
retailers and distributors, among others.
Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion Council (GJEPC) 
is an organisation set up by the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry with aim to promote the 
Indian gem and jewellery industry and its 
products. It was established in 1966 and 
represents almost 6,000 exporters. It has 
its headquarters in Mumbai and regional 
Offices in New Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai, 
Surat and Jaipur.

Cholendra Shamsher J B Rana 

Justice Cholendra Shamsher J 
B Rana  took over as the new 

Chief Justice of Nepal's Supreme 
Court.
President Bidya Devi Bhandari 
administered the oath to Rana 
at the swearing-in ceremony 
at Sheetal Niwas, the official 
residence of the President.
Rana, who will have a tenure of 
four years, has succeeded Chief Justice Om Prakas Mishra, 
who retired recently.
Rana completed his law degree from the 
Nepal Law Campus, Tribhuvan University.
Rana was appointed as the permanent 
judge of the Supreme Court on May 27, 
2014.

Sanjay Jain and K M Nataraj

President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed senior 
advocates Sanjay Jain and K M Nataraj as 

Additional Solicitor Generals of India for the Supreme 
Court.
"The president is pleased to appoint Sanjay Jain, senior 
advocate, as Additional Solicitor General of India for the 
Supreme Court with effect from the date of assumption 
of charge of the office till June 30, 2020, or until further 

orders, whichever is earlier," according to an official 
notification issued on January 15. A similar notification 
appointing Nataraj as ASG was also issued.
Earlier in April 2015, Nataraj was appointed as ASG for 
southern zone.
Jain was appointed as ASG for the Delhi High Court in 
2014 and had resigned from the post last year.
On December 17 last year, the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet had approved appointment 
of advocate Madhavi Goradia Divan as ASG for the 
Supreme Court.
Divan is the third woman law officer to be 
appointed by the NDA government.
Prior to her, the NDA government had 
appointed senior women advocates Pinky 
Anand and Maninder Acharya as ASGs.

Prabhat Singh

Senior IPS officer Prabhat 
Singh has been appointed as 

Director General (Investigation) 
in the National Human Rights 
Commission, a Personnel 
Ministry order issued said.
Singh is at present Special 
Director, Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF).
He has been appointed to the 
post for a period up to April 30, 2020, the date of his 
superannuation, it said.
In another order, the Personnel Ministry said S N Pradhan 
has been appointed Director General of National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF).
Pradhan, a 1988 batch IPS officer of 
Jharkhand cadre, is Joint Secretary in the 
Ministry of Development of North Eastern 
Region.
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'Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana  is an initiative by Government of India in which affordable housing will be provided 
to the urban poor with a target of building 20 million affordable houses by 31 March 2022.

Lifetime Achievement Award

Celebrity writer 
Shashi Tharoor 

was conferred with the 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award while Ruskin 
Bond, Sudha Murthy 
and Soha Ali Khan 
were among those who 
were honoured at the 
16th Crossword Book 
Awards.
Prolific author and politician Tharoor, a Commonwealth 
Writers Prize winner was conferred the award his exemplary 
contribution to Indian writing in English by Lord Meghnad 
Desai.
The prominent awardees in the popular category were: 
Sudha Murthy for Three Thousand Stitches: Ordinary 
People, Extraordinary Lives (non-fiction); Durjoy Datta, 
for The Boy Who Loved (fiction), Soha Ali Khan for 
The Perils of Being Moderately Famous; Ruskin Bond 
for Looking for the Rainbow: My Years with Daddy, 
Chandramouli Venkatesan for Catalyst, and Sarita Davarre 
& Sanjeev Kapoor for Youve Lost Weight: The Easy Guide 
to Receiving This Compliment Everyday.
The winners in the jury category were: Prayaag Akbar 
for Leila (fiction); Snigdha Poonam for Dreamers (non-
fiction); Nandhika Nambi for the childrens book  Unbroken; 
and Shahnaz Habib for translation of Jasmine Days by 
Benyamin (born Benny Daniel), a Kerala-based author.
The event at the Royal Opera House saw 
a celebrity dialogue on #ReadingIsGood, 
between author-actress Soha Ali Khan 
and spiritual speaker Gaur Gopal Das, 
moderated by journalist Arijit Barman.

Skoch Golden Jubilee Challenger 
Award

Commerce and 
Industry Minister 

Suresh Prabhu has 
conferred with the 
Skoch Golden Jubilee 
Challenger Award at the 
55th Skoch Summit in 
New Delhi.
The Skoch Challenger 
Awards are the highest independently instituted civilian 
honours. The Commerce and Industry Minister was 

awarded for his contribution to reforms, particularly in the 
power sector reforms.
The Skoch Awards celebrate human excellence and agents 
of change in Indian society. The Awards are based on 
the philosophy of spearheading positive socio-economic 
changes through recognising persons who have contributed 
immensely to salutary transformations in society and 
governance by displaying exemplary leadership abilities. 
They are the highest independently instituted civilian 
honours in India. ince 2003, when these were instituted, 
the Skoch Awards have become the only independent 
benchmark of best practices in India in the fields of 
governance, finance, banking, technology, corporate 
citizenship, economics and inclusive 
growth. These salute individuals, highlight 
projects and focus institutions that go the 
extra mile to make India a better nation. 
The Awards are conferred on the mighty 
and the ordinary alike.

Assamese film wins award at US fest

Assamese film 
' Xhoixobote 

Dhemalite' (Rainbow 
Fields), which deals with 
the sensitive issue of 
children growing up in 
violent times, has bagged 
an award at a US festival 
for best narrative feature. 
The Bidyut Kotoky-
directed film won the award at the recently-concluded Erie 
International Film Festival (EIFF) in Pennsylvania. 
Legendary actor Victor Banerjee, who plays a pivotal 
role in the film, said the "subtle message of the futility 
of mindless violence that has crept into our mischievous 
political psyches is the understated theme of the film." 
The film has won a number of awards at international 
festivals. 
In August, it bagged the best screenplay award at Treasure 
Coast International Film Festival in Florida. It had received 
nominations in five categories. 
A month before that, 'Xhoixobote Dhemalite' became the 
first Assamese film to be commercially released in the 
US. Besides, it had won three awards, including that of 
best film, in the Love International Film Festival, Los 
Angeles.
Based on true events, the film also features seasoned actors 
like Banerjee, Nakul Vaid, Naved Aslam, Nipon Goswami 
and Nikumoni Barua.
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The film is produced by 'India Stories', a 
Mumbai-based production house and co-
produced by Kotoky's Dhruv Creative 
Productions and US-based Kurmasana 
Kreates.

Mohammed Rafi Award

Late music composer 
Laxmikant Shantaram 

Kudalkar and Usha 
Timothy have been 
conferred with the 
Mohammed Rafi Award.
Kudalkar, of the 
Laxmikan t -Pyare la l 
duo, was given the 
Mohammed Rafi Lifetime Achievement Award consisting 
of Rs 1 lakh and a trophy. The award was received by his 
daughter.
Timothy was honoured with the Mohammed Rafi Award 
and Rs 51,000 at a programme held in suburban Bandra 
Monday evening. The awards, instituted by the NGO 
Spandan Arts, were handed over by Shelar.
Kudalkar formed a successful and long partnership with 
Pyarelal Ramprasad Sharma and as music composers they 
belted out hit tracks like 'Bindiya Chamkegi', 'Main Shayar 
Toh Nahin' and 'Hansta Hua Noorani Chehra' among others.
Timothy has sung 1,000 songs in multiple Indian languages 
such as Hindi, Malayalam, Punjabi, 
Bhojpuri and Marathi, among others.
Some of her popular songs include 'Jab Jab 
Bahar Aayi', 'Papa Jaldi Aa Jana' and 'Are 
Rafta Rafta Dekho Aankh Meri Ladi Hai'.

Golden Globe Awards 2019

Sandra Oh scripted 
history at the Golden 

Globes 2019 as she 
became the first Asian 
woman to host the 
prime award show and 
win a trophy. Oh, who 
is co-hosting the 76th 
edition of the first award 
ceremony of the season, 
emerged winner in the Best Performance by an Actress in 
a Television Series – Drama for “Killing Eve”. She has 
also won an Emmy for the thriller series. The critically-
acclaimed show is the actor’s comeback vehicle after her 
popular role of the pragmatic and brilliant Christina Yang in 

“Grey’s Anatomy”, for which she received her first Globe 
in the Best Supporting Actress category in 2005. She also 
thanked the team at BBC America, her personal team and 
the “incredible cast” of the show.
Oh plays the eponymous role of a bored MI5 security 
officer who feels chained to her desk job and wants to fulfil 
her fantasies of being a spy. Last year, Oh made history 
by becoming the first female actor of Asian descent to be 
nominated for an Emmy. At the Globes, Japanese actress 
Yoko Shimada was the first Asian woman to win the award 
for “Shogun” in 1981. Oh bested the 
likes of Julia Roberts (“Homecoming”), 
Caitriona Balfe (“Outlander”), Elisabeth 
Moss (“The Handmaid’s Tale”) and Keri 
Russell (“The Americans”).

Philip Kotler award

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 

received the first-ever 
Philip Kotler Presidential 
award in New Delhi. 
The award focuses on 
the triple-bottom-line 
of ‘people, profit and 
planet’. It will be offered 
annually to the leader of 
a nation. According to the award citation, Modi was selected 
for his “outstanding leadership for the nation”.
“Shri Narendra Modi is selected for his outstanding 
leadership for the nation. His selfless service towards 
India, combined with his tireless energy has resulted 
in extraordinary economic, social and technological 
advances in the country.” “His selfless service towards 
India, combined with his tireless energy has resulted 
in extraordinary economic, social and technological 
advances in the country.” The citation also states that 
under his leadership, India is now identified as the centre 
for innovation and value-added manufacturing (Make in 
India), as well as a global hub for professional services 
such as information technology, accounting and finance.
The statement quoted the citation as saying Modi’s visionary 
leadership has also resulted in the digital revolution (Digital 
India), including the Unique Identification Number, 
Aadhaar, for social benefits and financial inclusion. The 
citation, the statement said, mentions 
initiatives such as Make in India, Startup 
India, Digital India and Swachh Bharat, 
“which have positioned India as one of the 
most lucrative manufacturing and business 
destinations in the world”.

Union Minister Smriti Irani inaugurates Women’s Science Congress in Jalandhar.



MICA  MARCH 201916

THE PEOPLE OBITUARY

Women’s Science Congress is a part of of the 106th Indian Science Congress.

Dipali Borthakur 

Legendary singer Dipali 
Borthakur passed away. 

She was 78. Popularly known 
as "Nightingale of Assam", 
Borthakur's death has left a 
vacuum in the state's cultural 
circle. A Padma Shri awardee, 
Borthakur has lent her voice to 
several popular Assamese songs. 
Born in 1940, Borthakur started 
her musical career in 1958. She 
sang her first song when she was a student of class IX. 
She was suffering from severe motor neuron disease which 
hindered her singing and forced her to the wheelchair. She 
sang her last song in 1969. In 1976 she got married to Neel 
Pawan Barua, an eminent artist and painter.

Prabhanjan

Tamil writer and Sahitya 
Akademi Award winner 

Prabhanjan died in Puducherry . 
He was 83.
Born in Puducherry, Prabhanjan 
was suffering from cancer.
He began his career as a Tamil 
teacher in Thanjavur in Tamil 
Nadu.
His historical novel ‘Vaanam 
Vasapadum’ was awarded the prestigious Sahitya Akademi 
Award in 1995.

Dr. Jiko Luveni

Dr. Jiko Luveni, the first 
female speaker of Fiji’s 

Parliament, has died in office at 
the age of 72.
Luveni first served for eight years 
as minister for women, social 
welfare and poverty alleviation in 
the interim government of Prime 
Minister Voreqe Bainimarama, 
who seized power in a 2006 coup.
She won formal election to 
Parliament in 2014 and became Fiji’s first female speaker 
in October that year. She was re-elected in last month’s 
general election and retained the role of speaker. Dr. Jiko 
Luveni, the first female speaker of Fiji’s Parliament, has 
died in office at the age of 72.

Luveni was also the first woman to graduate in dentistry 
from the Fiji School of Medicine.

Ayatollah Mahmud Hashmi 
Shaharudi

Ayatollah Mahmud Hashmi 
Shaharudi, a religious leader 

of Iran, died. He was 70.
He was the head of the country’s 
jurisprudence when there was 
strong action against dissidents, 
journalists and activists in Iran.
Shaharudi was a student of 
Iran’s revolutionary founder, 
Ruholla Khomeini. In this 
Islamic republic, Khomeini occupies the most powerful 
positions.
Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Mahmoud Hashemi Shahroudi 
was an Iranian Twelver Shia Marja' and conservative 
politician who was the Chairman of the Expediency 
Discernment Council from 14 August 2017 until his death 
on 24 December 2018. He was previously the Chief Justice 
of Iran from 1999 to 2009.

Mrinal Sen 

Dadasaheb Phalke award-
winning film director Mrinal 

Sen, the last of the triumvirate of 
directing icons, Satyajit Ray and 
Ritwik Ghatak, passed away. He 
was 95.
The auteur, who has won multiple 
national awards, was known for 
his artistic depiction of social 
reality. 
The iconic director who started 
the "new wave of Indian cinema" with "Bhuvan Shome", 
was one of the most acclaimed filmmakers to bring 
recognition to country's film industry on international 
platforms.
His 1982 Bengali film "Kharij" won the jury prize at the 
1983 Cannes Film Festival.
In a tribute to Sen, the Cannes Festival in 2010 screened 
his restored masterpiece "Kandahar" ("The Ruins") in their 
'Cannes Classic' section, after it was restored frame by 
frame at the National Film Archives at Pune. 
In a career spanning for more than six decades, Sen was one 
of the greatest ambassadors of parallel cinema directing 
films in both Bengali and Hindi.
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This is the eighth chapter of the Women’s Science Congress since it started in 2012.

His trilogy - "Interview", "Calcutta 71" and "Padatik" - is 
considered to be a masterpiece for depicting the social and 
political upheaval in Kolkata in the '70s.
President Ram Nath Kovind remembered the director for 
his "penetrating and sensitive portrayal of social realities".
Sen was born on May 14, 1923, in the town of Faridpur, 
now in Bangladesh. He did his post graduation from the 
University of Calcutta.
As a student, he was influenced by Marxist ideology and 
was associated with the cultural wing of the Communist 
Party of India. Although he never became a member of 
the party, but he was a part of the Indian Peoples Theatre 
Association. 
He was a member of the Rajya Sabha from 1998 to 2003.
Sen's last film as a director "Aamaar Bhuvan" ("This, My 
Land") released in 2002.

Georges Loinger

French Resistance hero 
Georges Loinger, who used 

his ingenuity and athletic prowess 
to save the lives of hundreds of 
Jewish children during World 
War II, has died at the age of 108.
A talented athlete and cousin 
of the famous mime artist and 
fellow Resistance member 
Marcel Marceau, Loinger would 
smuggle the children in small 
groups across the Franco-Swiss border by throwing a ball 
and telling them to run after it.
Another ruse involved dressing children up as mourners 
and taking them to a cemetery whose wall abutted the 
French side of the border.
With the help of a gravedigger's ladder the "mourners" 
would clamber over the wall and head for the border just 
feet away.
The children he saved, whose parents had been killed or sent 
to Nazi concentration camps, were under the responsibility 
of the Oeuvre de Secours aux Enfants, (OSE) a Jewish 
children's aid society founded in St Petersburg in 1912.
Loinger, who was awarded the Resistance Medal, the 
Military Cross and the Legion of Honour, was born in 
Strasbourg in 1910.
In 1940 while serving with the French army, he was taken 
prisoner by German forces and sent to a prisoner of war 
camp in Germany.

Bob Einstein

Bob Einstein, the veteran 
comedy writer and 

performer, died. He was 76.
He was known for "The Smothers 
Brothers Comedy Hour," ''Curb 
Your Enthusiasm" and his spoof 
daredevil character Super Dave 
Osborne. 
Einstein was scheduled to be 
part of the 10th season of "Curb 
Your Enthusiasm" but his health 
barred him from filming. Stewart Robert Einstein was 
an American actor, comedy writer and producer. He was 
known for creating and performing the satirical stuntman 
character Super Dave Osborne. Einstein was also known 
for his roles as Marty Funkhouser in Curb Your Enthusiasm 
and Larry Middleman on Arrested Developmet.
Einstein got his start as a writer on several television variety 
shows, including The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour 
and The Sonny & Cher Comedy Hour. Einstein won two 
Emmy Awards as a writer and was nominated four other 
times. He also won a Cable ACE Award for acting as Super 
Dave, along with five other nominations. Einstein was the 
son of radio comedian Harry Einstein, and the older brother 
of fellow actor and comedian Albert Brooks.

Ramakant Achrekar 

Dronacharya awardee cricket 
coach Ramakant Achrekar, 

who is credited with shaping the 
early career of Sachin Tendulkar, 
died. He was 87.
Best known for being the 
childhood coach of Tendulkar, 
who has always acknowledged 
him as his mentor, Achrekar was 
also a Padmashri awardee. 
Besides Tendulkar, he also coached some prominent 
players in Vinod Kambli, Pravin Amre, Sameer Dighe and 
Balwinder Singh Sandhu. 
"Cricket in heaven will be enriched with the presence of 
(Ramakant) Achrekar sir," said iconic former batsman 
Sachin Tendulkar as he paid an emotional tribute to his 
childhood coach who passed away. 
As a player, Achrekar competed in just one first-class 
match but was instrumental in moulding Tendulkar as a 
child, often driving him to stadiums on his scooter.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Cabinet approves 10 pc 
reservation for economically 

backward among general 
category.

Two new AIIMS for 
Jammu and Kashmir, One 

for Gujarat.

Suresh Prabhu Inaugurates 
Global Aviation Summit 2019 

in Mumbai.

About 14% of the scientists and engineers of the total 2.8 lakh people working in Indian research institutes are 
women.

Modi inaugurates IIT Bhubaneswar 
21 Dec' 18

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
inaugurate IIT-

Bhubaneswar and also 
a basket of projects 
involving a cumulative 
investment of over 
Rs 145.23 billion in 
Odisha.

"The investment is a continuation of the special focus on 
the state by the central government under Prime Minister's 
vision of Purvodaya which envisions rapid socio-economic 
development in states like Odisha to unleash their true 
potential and bring them at par with the most developed 
states in the country."

The projects include foundation laying of Paradip- 
Hyderabad petroleum products pipeline of Indian Oil Corp 
(IOC) at a cost of Rs 38 billion.

A Rs 34.37 billion pipeline from Bokaro to Angul is also 
planned to connect to the Jagdishpur-Haldia and Bokaro-
Dhamra lines.

He laid foundation stone for construction of permanent 
campus of Indian Institute of Science Education and 
Research (IISER) at Berhampur (Rs 1,583 crore).

Besides, the prime minister will inaugurate six laning of 
Chandikhole-Bhadrak section of NH-5 
(Rs 14.92 billion), four laning of Cuttack-
Angul Section of NH-42 (Rs 19.91 billion), 
six laning of Bhubaneswar-Puintola 
section of NH-5 of 132.14 km and an ESIC 
hospital in Bhubaneswar, among others.

Prime Minister release the 
commemorative coin and postage 

stamp in memory of Paika Rebellion  
21 Dec' 18 

The Minister 
of State for 
Culture Dr. 

Mahesh Sharma 
and Minister of 
Petroleum & Natural 
Gas, Dharmendra 
Pradhan held a Joint 
Press conference 
to brief about the upcoming visit by the Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi to Bhubaneswar on 24th December 2018 
and events lined up to commemorate Paika Rebellion.
Addressing the Press Conference, Dr. Mahesh Sharma said 
that the Prime Minister will release the commemorative 
coin and postage stamp in memory of Paika Rebellion on 
24.12.2018 in a function to be held in IIT Bhubaneswar 
campus. He also said that the Government of India has 
decided to set up a chair in the memory of the event in 
Utkal University, Bhubaneswar at a cost of Rs. 5.0 crore. 
The money will be released to the University as corpus 
fund to be kept in Escrow account. Expenses of the chair 
will be met out of the interest earned on the corpus fund.  
The Culture minister also informed that the Prime Minister 
will also be inaugurating the Archaeological Museum, 
Lalitgiri which will surely add a new facet of tourism in the 
region and increase the immense potential of employment 
generation.
Thanking the Ministry of Culture for recognising the Paika 
Rebellion at the national level, Dharmendra Pradhan said 
that in 1817, forty years before the revolt of 1857, Buxi 
Jagabandhu roused his brave Paika warriors against the 



19MARCH 2019  MICA

NATIONAL
oppressive British Raj in Khordha and led them into battle. 
It was moment of pride for Odias all across the world when 
the current government decided to give Paika its place of 
pride. The decision to appropriately commemorate the bi-
centenary of the revolution was announced in the 2017-18 
Budget Speech.
Briefing the media about the Museum to be inaugurated, 
DG ASI, Smt Usha Sharma said that in the larger public 
interest to boost tourism, as per policy of Site Museums, 
Archaeological Survey of India has constructed the Site 
Museum at Lalitgiri for display and protection of retrieved 
antiquities. The museum building has been constructed 
through CPWD by incurring an expenditure of Rs.10 
crores. The whole complex is spread across an area of 
4750 sq. m. The museum has been organized into six 
galleries with display of antiquities, etc. at a cost of Rs.86 
lacs.  Huge sculptures of the Buddha and various Buddhist 
deities, architectural fragments of Viharas and Chaityas 
are arranged period-wise across six galleries.  The most 
important finding of the Lalitgiri are relic caskets found 
inside the stupa during excavations in the year 1985. Three 
Khondalite stone caskets were found out of which two have 
one set of steatite, silver and gold caskets each with the 
relics inside in the form of charred bones.
Lalitgiri is one of the earliest Buddhist 
settlements in Odisha situated about 120 
km north of Bhubaneswar in District 
Cuttack.

India successfully test-fired its 
nuclear-capable long-range ballistic 

missile Agni-IV  25 Dec' 18

India successfully 
test-fired its 
nuclear-capable 

long-range ballistic 
missile Agni-IV, 
with a strike range 
of 4,000 km, as part 
of a user trial by the 
Army. 
The strategic surface-to-surface missile was flight tested 
from launch complex-4 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) 
at Dr Abdul Kalam Island, earlier known as Wheeler Island. 
The trial was  "complete success", all mission objectives 
were met during the test-fire. All radars, tracking systems 
and range stations tracked and monitored the flight 
performance of the missile, which was launched with 
support of a mobile launcher. 

Radars and electro-optical systems had been positioned 
along the coast of Odisha for tracking and monitoring all 
parameters of the missile, the sources said, adding two 
naval ships were anchored near the target area to witness 
the final event. 
This was the 7th trial of Agni-IV missile. The last trial 
conducted by the strategic force command (SFC) of the 
Indian Army from the same base on January 2, 2018 was 
successful. 
The indigenously developed sophisticated 
Agni-IV having 4,000 km strike range is a 
two-stage missile. It is 20 meter long with 
a weight of 17 tonnes, they said. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated India's longest rail-road 
Bogibeel Bridge in Assam  26 Dec' 18

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
i n a u g u r a t e d 

the country's longest 
rail-cum-road bridge 
over the Brahmaputra 
river at Bogibeel near 
Dibrugarh in Assam.
The prime minister, 
who reached Dibrugarh from New Delhi, flew directly 
to Bogibeel in a chopper and dedicated the 4.94-km-long 
double-decker bridge to the nation from the south bank of 
the river.
The Bogibeel bridge being situated in an earthquake prone 
area it is India's first bridge to have fully welded steel-
concrete support beams that can withstand earthquakes of 
magnitudes upto 7 Richter Scale. This is also Asia’s 2nd 
longest rail-cum-road bridge that has a serviceable period 
of around 120 years. This is the 4th longest bridge in 
India after Bhupen Hazarika Setu, Mahatma Gandhi Setu 
and Bandra-Worli Sea Link. The bridge was constructed 
by a consortium of construction companies headed by 
Hindustan Construction Company.
It was inaugurated by prime minister Narendra Modi on 
25th December 2018 on the occasion of Good Governance 
Day.
The prime minister crossed the bridge in his cavalcade to 
the north bank of Brahmaputra, where he will flag off the 
Tinsukia-Naharlagun Intercity Express.
The train will run five days a week. The 4.9-km bridge will 
cut down the train-travel time between Tinsukia in Assam 

Mrs Ismriti Irani unveiled the 55 feet tall Robot structure 'Metal Magna' at the gates of the Lovely Professional 
University.
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to Naharlagun town of Arunachal Pradesh by more than 10 
hours.
The strategically important bridge, which begins at 
Dibrugarh and ends at Dhemaji districts of Assam, will 
remove communication bottlenecks to several districts of 
Arunachal Pradesh.
The Bogibeel Bridge, which was a part of the Assam 
Accord and sanctioned in 1997-98, is also likely to play 
a crucial role in defence movement along the India-China 
border in Arunachal Pradesh.
The foundation stone of the project was laid by former 
prime minister H D Deve Gowda on 22 January 1997, 
while work commenced on 21 April 2002, under the Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee-led government. The Congress-led UPA 
government had declared it a national project in 2007.
The road distance from Dibrugarh to Itanagar will be 
reduced by 150 km and the railway travel distance between 
these two points will shorten by 705 km.
The bridge and the train will be a boon 
for the people of Dhemaji as major 
hospitals, medical colleges and airport are 
in Dibrugarh, the third-largest city in the 
Northeast.

Western Railway launches heritage 
train on Patalpani-kalakund route in 

MP  27 Dec' 18

Bringing Christmas cheer for tourists, the Western 
Railway (WR) on December 25 introduced a 
special heritage train on the picturesque Patalpani-

Kalakund section in Madhya Pradesh's Ratlam district.
Railways ministry had decided to create infrastructure to 
preserve the British era Patalpani-Kalkund metre gauge rail 
line, which is part of Western Railway's Ratlam division.
The metre gauge line has since been converted into broad 
gauge line. The 9.5-km route passes through several 
tunnels offering a spectacular view of waterfalls and lush 
green mountain ranges.
The previous metre-gauge line had been constructed by 
Britishers about 150 years ago, the official said.
Four tunnels and 29 sharp curves along the Patalpani-
Kalakund route makes it a memorable trip for tourists.
The heritage train will depart from Dr 
Ambedkar Nagar station at 11.05 AM and 
will reach Kalakund at 1.25 PM. It starts 
from Kalakund at 2.55 pm and will arrive 
at Dr Ambedkar Nagar at 3.40 pm.

PM Modi to rename three islands in 
Andaman and Nicobar after Netaji 

Subash Chandra Bose  27 Dec' 18

Prime Minister 
N a r e n d r a 
Modi will 

rename three islands 
of Andaman and 
Nicobar after Netaji 
Subhash Chandra 
Bose on December 
30, 2018. These three 
islands are - Ross Island, Neil Island and Havelock Island.
These islands will be renamed during PM Modi’s visit to 
Port Blair to mark the 75th Anniversary of hoisting of the 
National Flag at Port Blair by freedom fighter Subhash 
Chandra Bose.
Renaming of islands

Island New Name
Ross Island Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island
Neil Island Shaheed Dweep
Havelock Island Swaraj Dweep

Bose had hoisted the flag at Port Blair on 
December 30, 1943, as he believed that 
Port Blair was the first territory to be freed 
from British rule. This was done after the 
Japenese captured that area during the time 
of the Second World War.

Cabinet approves amendment in 
POCSO Act  29 Dec' 18

Narendra Modi Cabinet laid down amendments to 
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act by approving death penalty for 

aggravated sexual offences against children below the age 
of 18 years. 
The announcement was made by Union Law Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad. The decisive decision comes in the 
wake of innumerable crimes against children, which later 
triggered resistance in the country. 
Addressing media persons after a Cabinet meeting, Prasad 
said the amendments to sections 4, 5, 6, 9, 14, 15 and 42 
of the POCSO Act, 2012, are made to address child sexual 
abuse in an appropriate manner. 
An official statement said sections 4, 5 and 6 of the Act are 
proposed to be amended to provide the option of stringent 
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punishment, including the death penalty, for committing 
aggravated penetrative sexual assault on a child. 
It said these amendments are aimed at discouraging the 
trend of child sexual abuse by acting as a deterrent. Earlier 
this year, Women and Child Development (WCD) Minister 
Maneka Gandhi had proposed the amendments in the 
aftermath of the horrific Kathua gangrape and murder case 
which had sparked countrywide outrage.
India has one of the largest population of children in the 
world - Census data from 2011 shows that India has a 
population of 472 million children below the age of 
eighteen, of which 225 million are girls Protection of 
children by the state is guaranteed to Indian citizens by an 
expansive reading of Article 21 of the Indian constitution, 
and also mandated given India's status as signatory to 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Child 
sexual abuse laws in India have been enacted as part of 
the nation's child protection policies. The 
necessity for a legal remedy is evident 
given that 24 per cent of all children 
have suffered sexual abuse, and half of 
these were at the hands of persons in the 
position of trust.

President Ram Nath kovind 
inaugurated the 12th Global 
Healthcare Summit  30 Dec' 18

President Ram 
Nath Kovind 
inaugura t ed 

the 12th Global 
Healthcare Summit 
in Mumbai. 
Speaking at the 
event, the President 
emphasised on 
giving priority to healthcare policies. He said, “The goal 
of ‘Health for All’ must be integral to our programmes 
and policies." He also noted that the various government 
policies had made healthcare facilities more affordable for 
all citizens of the country.
The President acknowledged the professionalism 
and excellent reputation of doctors of Indian 
origin in the US. He said India and 
the US shared complementarities 
in the pharmaceutical field – in 
clinical research, drug discovery 
and manufacture. He said that both 
countries can work together 

Sudhir Bhargava new CIC; 
govt appoints four information 

commissioners  31 Dec' 18

The govt. has 
appointed Sudhir 
Bhargava as 

new Chief Information 
Commissioner (CIC), 
along with four 
new information 
commissioners in the 
central information 
commission, which 
had been functioning with just three of them as against a 
sanctioned strength of 11.
Highly placed sources said Bhargava, who is information 
commissioner in the CIC, has been appointed as new chief 
of the panel.
President Ram Nath Kovind has approved the appointment 
of former IFS officer Yashwardhan Kumar Sinha, former 
IRS officer Vanaja N. Sarna, former IAS Neeraj Kumar 
Gupta and former Law Secretary Suresh Chandra as 
information commissioners.
Sinha is a 1981-batch Indian Foreign Service officer 
who was the High Commissioner of India in the United 
Kingdom. Sinha had served a number of important postings 
in the Ministry of External Affairs including the crucial 
Pakistan-Afghanistan-Iran Division, which he headed for 
four years as Additional Secretary. 
The only woman in the CIC will be Sarna, a 1980-batch 
(customs and excise) officer, who was the chief of central 
board of excise and customs (CBEC). 
Neeraj Kumar Gupta, a 1982-batch IAS officer, was 
secretary in the department of investment and public asset 
management. 
Chandra, an Indian legal service officer, retired as Union 
law secretary this year and was also private secretary to 
the then law minister Arun Jaitley between 2002 and 2004. 
All the bureaucrats appointed by the government have 
retired this year. 
After recent retirements of chief information commissioner 
R K Mathur and information commissioners Yashovardhan 
Azad, Sridhar Acharyulu and Amitava Bhattacharyya, the 
Commission, the highest adjudicating authority in RTI 
matters, was left with three information commissioners, 
prompting activists to approach the Supreme Court on the 
issue of vacancies.
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Central Information Commission includes 1 Chief 
Information Commissioner (CIC) and not more than 10 
Information Commissioners (IC) who are appointed by 
the President of India.The first Chief 
Information Commissioner of India was 
Wajahat Habibullah. First woman Chief 
Information Commissioner was Deepak 
Sandhu. The present Chief Information 
Commissioner of India is Sudhir Bhargava.

Centre approves renaming of 
Allahabad as Prayagraj  02 Jan' 19

A f o r t n i g h t 
ahead of 
the 'Kumbh 

Mela', the Centre 
has approved 
the renaming of 
Allahabad as 
Prayagraj as sought 
by the Uttar Pradesh 
government.
The decision came more than two months after the state 
government, headed by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
took the decision to rename the historic city as Prayagraj.
The central government has given its consent for renaming 
of Allahabad as Prayagraj about 10 days ago, swaid by 
ministry of Home Affairs.
The 'Kumbh Mela' in Prayagraj will start on January 15 on 
'Makar Sankranti' and will conclude on March 4 on 'Maha 
Shivaratri'.
The central government has given consent to the renaming 
of at least 25 towns and villages across the country in the 
past one year. The renaming proposal of UP's Faizabad 
district as Ayodhya is yet to be received from the state 
government.
A proposal to rename West Bengal as 'Bangla' is pending 
as the Ministry of External Affairs is understood to have 
expressed its reservation over the new name, as it sounds 
similar to Bangladesh. A decision in this regard is expected 
soon as the general election in the neighbouring country 
concluded on Sunday.
The Union Home Ministry considers the proposals of name 
change according to the existing guidelines in consultations 
with agencies concerned. 
It gives its approval to the change of name of any place 
after taking no-objections from the Ministry of Railways, 
Department of Posts and Survey of India. These 

organisations have to confirm that there is no such city, 
town or village in their records with a name similar to the 
proposed one.
For changing the name of a village or town 
or a city, an executive order is needed. The 
renaming of a state requires amendment of 
the Constitution with a simple majority in 
Parliament.

India Pharma 2019 & India Medical 
Device 2019 to be held in Bengaluru 

on 18th– 19th February  04 Jan' 19

Endevour of the 
Government 
is to provide 

affordable quality 
healthcare for all 
and boost indigenous 
pharma sector 
through ‘Make 
in India’. In this 
direction, Cabinet 
has given approval for 100 % FDI under automatic route 
for manufacturing of medical devices, said Union Minister 
for Chemicals & Fertilizers and Statistics & Programme 
Implementation, D. V. Sadananda Gowda while addressing 
the media during the Curtain Raiser Press Conference for 
India Pharma 2019 & India Medical Device 2019.
The Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP), Ministry of 
Chemicals and Fertilizers, along with Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI), is organising the 
4th International Conference on Pharmaceutical & Medical 
Device sector on 18th – 19th February, 2019 in Bengaluru. The 
theme for India Pharma 2019 is ‘Enabling Quality Affordable 
Healthcare’ and that of India Medical Device 2019 is ‘Med-
Tech India: Gearing up for Ayushman Bharat’. 
Ayushman Bharat Yojana or Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (PMJAY) or National Health Protection Scheme 
or Modicare is a centrally sponsored scheme launched in 
2018, under the Ayushman Bharat Mission of MoHFW 
for a New India -2022. The scheme aims at making 
interventions in primary, secondary and tertiary care 
systems, covering both preventive and pro-motive health, 
to address healthcare holistically. It is an umbrella of two 
major health initiatives namely, Heath 
and Wellness centres and National Health 
Protection Scheme (NHPS). Indu Bhushan 
has been appointed as the Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) and Dr Dinesh Arora as the 
deputy CEO of Ayushman Bharat Yojana.
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Swachh Survekshan 2019 launched 
across 4,237 Urban Local Bodies   

05 Jan' 19

The Minister 
of State (I/C), 
Ministry of 

Housing and Urban 
Affairs, Hardeep S 
Puri has officially 
kicked off the 
Swachh Survekshan 
2019, the fourth 
edition of the annual 
cleanliness survey of Urban India. This year, the survey 
will be conducted across 4,237 towns and cities between 
January 4 - 28, 2019. The completely digital and paperless 
survey will be completed in a record time of 28 days. As a 
prelude to encouraging cities to improve urban sanitation, 
the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) had 
conducted ‘Swachh Survekshan-2016’ survey for ranking 
73 cities in January 2016. This was followed by ‘Swachh 
Survekshan-2017’ conducted in January-February 2017 
where 434 cities were ranked. The third round of survey 
‘Swachh Survekshan-2018’ was a quantum leap of scale - 
conducted across 4,203 cities, in a record time of 66 days, 
and became the largest ever sanitation survey in the world, 
impacting around 40 crore people.
On the occasion, Hardeep S. Puri elaborated that the 
objective of the Swachh Survekshan, which is conducted 
by an independent third party, is to encourage large scale 
citizen participation, ensure sustainability of initiatives 
taken towards garbage free and open defecation free cities, 
provide credible outcomes which would be validated by 
third party certification, institutionalize existing systems 
through online processes and create awareness amongst 
all sections of society about the importance of working 
together towards making towns and cities a better place 
to live in. Additionally, the survey also intends to foster 
a spirit of healthy competition among towns and cities to 
improve their service delivery to citizens, towards creating 
cleaner cities.
Shri Puri also mentioned the progress of cities in SBM 
ODF+ and SBM ODF++. While the focus of SBM ODF+ 
protocol is on sustaining toilet usage by ensuring their 
functionality, cleanliness and maintenance, the SBM ODF++ 
protocol focuses on achieving sanitation sustainability 
by addressing complete sanitation value chain, including 
safe and complete fecal sludge management. As on date, 7 
cities (Indore, Ujjain, Khargone, Shahganj, Rajnandgaon, 

Ambikapur and Bhilai) have been certified ODF++ and 35 
cities certified ODF+.
Shri Durga Shankar Mishra, Secretary, MoHUA, 
mentioned about the key highlights of Swachh 
Survekshan 2019 and informed that this would be:-

• Fully digitized survey through online MIS
• Data will be collected from 4 broad sources – ‘Service 

Level Progress’, Direct Observation, Citizens 
Feedback and Certification.

• Revised weightage for the components under ‘Service 
Level Progress’, adding a new component ‘By-Laws’

• Certification (Star Rating of Garbage 
Free Cities and Open Defecation Free 
Protocols) MoHUA has introduced an 
important component of ‘Certification’ 
of the city on two different aspects.

‘Women of India Organic Festival   
06 Jan' 19

Th r e e - d a y 
‘Women of 
India Organic 

Festival’ will begin 
at Leisure Valley 
in Sector-10 New 
Delhi to celebrate 
and promote 
women farmers and 
entrepreneurs in the 
organic sector from the remotest parts of India.
The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development is 
organising the sixth edition of the festival.
“On January 14, Maneka Sanjay Gandhi, Union Minister for 
Women and Child Development will inaugurate National 
Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development 
(NIPCCD) Mohali Regional Centre. She will also visit 
various stalls and Food Court at the 6th ‘Women of India 
Organic Festival.’
BL Sharma, Secretary, Women and Child Development, UT 
Chandigarh will be the chief Guest while Anuradha Chagti, 
Joint Secretary, Union Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, will be the Guest of Honour for inaugural 
function of the “Women of India Organic Festival.”
Maneka Sanjay Gandhi, Union Minister for Women and 
Child Development has said that the festival aims to 
encourage Indian women entrepreneurs and farmers to 
connect with more buyers and thus, empower them through 
financial inclusion, while promoting organic culture in India.
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Through this festival, the Ministry also aims to educate 
people about its various initiatives and schemes relating to 
women and children.
The festival will showcase over 1,000 varied organic 
products, including fabric, wellness, grains, seeds, 
jewellery, bakery items and a lot more. Visitors to the 
festival will also get to visit the food court, which promises 
to offer a wide variety of sumptuous 
delights.
The Women of India Organic Festival has 
been held annually in New Delhi since 
2015.

Cabinet approves 10 pc reservation 
for economically backward among 

general category  08 Jan' 19

The Union Cabinet has approved 10 per cent 
reservation in jobs and educational institutions for 
the economically backward section in the general 

category. The section doesn't get reservation as of now.
This reservation will be over and above the existing 
50 per cent reservation, they said, adding that the 
government is likely to bring a constitutional amendment 
bill in Parliament. "The reservation will be given to those 
economically backward poor people who are not availing 
the benefit of reservation as of now."
He said that the benefit of reservation is expected to meet 
him whose annual income will be less than 
eight lakh rupees and land up to five acres.
To implement the verdict, amendments to 
Article 15 and 16 of the Constitution have 
to be amended.

Women and Child Development 
Ministry launches “Web- Wonder 

Women” Campaign  10 Jan' 19

The Ministry 
of Women 
and Child 

Development, Govt. 
of India, has launched 
an online campaign, 
‘#www :  Web- 
WonderWomen’. The 
Campaign aims to 
discover and celebrate 
the exceptional achievements of women, who have been 
driving positive agenda of social change via social media. 

Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi, Union Minister for Women and 
Child Development; Mr. Colin Crowell, Global Head, Public 
Policy, Twitter; and Ms. Sohini Bhattacharya, President & 
CEO, Breakthrough, were present during the launch.
Through the campaign, the Ministry and the Campaign’s 
Partners aim to recognize the fortitude of Indian women 
stalwarts from across the globe who have used the power 
of social media to run positive & niche campaigns to steer 
a change in society. This Campaign will recognize and 
acknowledge the efforts of these meritorious Women.
At the launch, Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi, Union 
Minister for Women and Child Development, said, “Indian 
women have always been enterprising and have created a 
positive impact on society with their hard-work, experience 
and knowledge. Women online, though niche, are a very 
powerful voice. #www: WebWonderWomen is a campaign 
to specially honour and encourage such voices that have 
in their own capacity driven a positive impact on social 
media platforms. The Ministry is glad to partner with 
Breakthrough and Twitter India on this.”
The Campaign invites Entries via Nominations from across 
the world, as per the laid out criteria. Nominations are now 
open till 31st January, 2019. Indian-origin women, working 
or settled anywhere in the world, are eligible for nomination. 
The shortlisted entries will be open for public voting on 
Twitter and the finalists will be selected by a specialized 
panel of judges. Nominations have been 
invited in a large number of categories 
including Health, Media, Literature, Art, 
Sports, Environmental protection, fashion 
among others.

Cabinet approves Indo-Japan pact 
on development of advanced model 

single window  11 Jan' 19

The Union 
Cabinet has 
a p p r o v e d 

the Memorandum 
of Understanding 
between India 
and Japan on 
Development of 
Advanced Model 
Single Window for facilitating investments and promoting 
ease of doing business.
The decision was taken by the Union cabinet chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. "The MoU would 
lead to cooperation between India and Japan on the 
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development of Advanced Model Single Window and 
its operationalisation in central and state governments in 
India for taking administrative procedures necessary for 
business operations, and to develop a structure in which 
those procedures are completed in an expeditious manner, 
so as to accelerate India's effort to promote ease of doing 
business in India.
It said that the system is based on the best practices 
in and outside India, with measurable 
parameters and identify possible obstacles 
for establishment of the single window in 
India.
"It will thus facilitate investments, in the 
country, it added.

Two new AIIMS for Jammu and 
kashmir, One for Gujarat  11 Jan' 19

The Cabinet 
approved a 
proposal for 

establishing three 
new AIIMS - two in 
Jammu and Kashmir 
and one in Gujarat 
- under the Pradhan 
Mantri Swasthya 
Suraksha Yojana 
(PMSSY) scheme at a cost of Rs 4,684 crore.
The one AIIMS at Vijaynagar in Samba, Jammu, will 
be set up at a cost of Rs 1,661 crore, while other at 
Awantipura, Pulwama, Kashmir at a cost of Rs 1,828 crore. 
The government has allotted Rs 1,195 crore for AIIMS at 
Rajkot, Gujarat.
Commenting on the development, J P Nadda, Union 
Minister of Health and Family Welfare said that the 
approval follows our Prime Minister's vision and upholds 
the spirit of 'SabkaSaath, SabkaVikas'.
"Two new AIIMS, one each for Jammu Region and 
Kashmir Region in the State of Jammu and Kashmir 
was announced by the Prime Minister under the Prime 
Minister's Development Package and AIIMS in Gujarat 
was announced by the Finance Minister in his Budget 
Speech," Nadda added.
Terming it historic, the Union Health 
Minister further said that setting up new 
AIIMS in the states will lead to employment 
generation for nearly 3,000 people in 
various faculty and non faculty posts in 
each of the AIIMS.

MGNREGA gets additional Rs 6,000 
crore; highest ever total allocation in 

a fiscal  16 Jan' 19 

The govt. said 
it has made 
an additional 

allocation of over Rs 
6,000 crore to rural 
employment scheme 
MGNREGA, taking 
the total allocation 
to Rs 61,084 crores, 
which is highest ever 
in a financial year. 
The additional allocation comes after nearly 90 lawmakers, 
several prominent civil society members, activists, leaders 
of farmers' movements and former bureaucrats wrote to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi raising concerns over fund 
crunch. 
Over the last four years the Centre has completed major 
reforms in the MGNREGA to transform it into a resource 
for sustainable livelihoods for the poor, it said. 
The governance reforms in the act and thrust on sustainable 
livelihoods through durable assets has ensured better lives 
for the poor through wages, it added. 
Giving a comparison of the status of the MGNREGA when 
the Modi-led government assumed power 
and at present, the ministry said more than 
29.44 lakh works were completed in 2014-
15 which has now increased to 61.9 lakh 
completed works. 

Cabinet approves MoU between 
India and Australia on the safety in 
Mines, Testing and Research Station  

17 Jan' 19

The Union 
C a b i n e t , 
chaired by 

the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, 
has given its 
approval for signing 
a Memorandum 
of Understanding 
(MoU) between 
Directorate General of Mines Safety (DGMS), Ministry 
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of Labour and Employment, Government of India and 
Department of Natural Resource Mines and Energy, 
Queensland Government, Australia through the Safety in 
Mines, Testing and Research Station (SIMTARS).
Impact:

The MoU will help in establishing a partnership between 
DGMS and SIMTARS for:

• implementation of risk based safety management 
system, providing training,

• organising, conference, seminar and other technical 
meetings, setting up occupations safety and health 
academy and national mine disaster centre, and

• modernising R&D laboratory of DGMS.
Implementation strategy:

The memorandum of understanding will become operative 
from the date of signing and remain in effect for three years.
Background:

Mining accident rates in Australia is the lowest in the 
world.   Australia has pioneered in conceptualising 
and implementing risk based Safety 
Management Plans for the mining sector 
using the technique of hazard identification 
and risk assessment. SIMTARS is known 
to have exclusive expertise in Mines Safety 
Management Systems.  

Suresh Prabhu Inaugurates Global 
Aviation Summit 2019 in Mumbai   

17 Jan' 19

The Union 
Minister for 
Commerce & 

Industry and Civil 
Aviation, Suresh 
Prabhu inaugurated 
the 2 day Global 
Aviation Summit 
(GAS) 2019 with a 
theme: ‘Flying for all-especially the next 6 Billion’. It is 
being organised by Ministry of Civil Aviation in association 
with Airport Authority of India (AAI) and Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) in 
Mumbai. The Summit Concluded on 16th January 2019.
Devendra Fadnavis, Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Dr 
Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu, President of the Council ICAO, 
Jayant Sinha, MoS, Ministry of Civil Aviation, were present 
in the inaugural session of the summit.

The Vision 2040 for aviation sector and the Air Cargo 
Policy was launched during the summit.
Civil Aviation secretary R N Choubey informed that India 
would be adding 1,000 aircraft over the next 7-8 years and 
one billion trips in the next 15 years.
The domestic aviation market in India has been growing at 
20 percent annually for the last four years and this growth 
has been the highest in the world.
Maharashtra chief minister Devendra Fadnavis announced 
that the Navi Mumbai international airport (NMIA) will be 
ready by the middle of 2020 and is expected to contribute 
1% to the country’s GDP.
The event will also examine the future of drones, 
sustainable growth of aviation, cargo and logistics in the 
aviation industry and all the factors behind building great 
aviation business.
Around 13 transport and civil aviation 
ministers, 36 civil aviation authorities, 800 
delegates, more than 35 exhibitors from 
over 80 countries across the world are 
participating in the summit.

NAS Shibpur to be commissioned as 
INS kohassa  18 Jan' 19 

To enhance the operational capability of Andaman 
and Nicobar Command (ANC), Naval Air Station 
(NAS) Shibpur will be commissioned as INS 

Kohassa.
Admiral Sunil Lanba, Chief of Naval Staff will commission 
NAS Shibpur which was established in 2010 as INS 
Kohasa, the release issued by the Headquarters ANC said. 
INS Kohassa has been named after a White-Bellied Sea 
Eagle, which is a large bird of prey endemic to Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, it said. 
The NAS Shibpur was set up as a Forward Operating Air 
Base (FOAB) for surveillance in North Andaman. Located 
in the northern most part of the islands, the airfield holds 
strategic importance not only for the security of the islands 
but also for its overall development. 
With the addition of this airfield, the ANC's ability to 
operate independently from all the regions of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands will get a great boost, the 
release said. 
INS Kohassa will become the third Naval 
Air Base in the Andaman and Nicobar 
islands after INS Utkrosh at Port Blair and 
INS Baaz at Campbell Bay.

Nirendranath Chakraborty had penned more than 47 books, many of them for children, apart from 12 novels and 
numerous essays on different issues.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Odisha Govt launched 
Krushak Assistance for 
Livelihood and Income 
Augmentation (KALIA) 

scheme.

Andhra Pradesh gets 
its own High Court in 

Amravati.

Modi laid Mandal Dam 
foundation stone in 

Jharkhand.

The U.S. military said it has started pulling equipment, but not troops, out of Syria as a first step in meeting 
President Donald Trump’s demand for a complete military withdrawal.

Mamata Banerjee is the Skoch Chief 
Minister of the Year  21 Dec' 18

West Bengal 
C h i e f 
Minis ter 

Mamata Banerjee 
has been conferred 
the Skoch Chief 
Minister of the 
Year Award for her 
contribution in the 
overall development of the state and emerging as the best 
chief minister in the country.
According report,"Mamata Banerjee tops in Governance. 
West Bengal emerges top performing State in Governance 
#SkochGovernanceReport 2018.
The state has this year bagged 31 Skoch Awards for its 
performance across different fields besides implementing 
unique projects.
Banerjee has been conferred with the prestigious award 
on the basis of the state's performance in the field of 
governance, culture, finance, urban and rural development.
The state's Kanyashree scheme for the girl child has earned 
Banerjee much acclaim and the highest public service 
honour from the United Nations.
Kanyashree scheme seeks to improve the status and well-
being of girls, specifically those from socio-economically 
disadvantaged families through conditional cash transfers.
As per Skoch, West Bengal has also won the top position in 
terms of the number of man-days created and the amount 
spent in paying people for their work in the 100 days' work 
scheme.
In the field of agriculture, West Bengal has won five 
consecutive Krishi Karman awards and bagged the IPPAI 
Award for rural electrification in the state.

Besides Banerjee the Skoch Group, a think tank dealing 
with socio-economic issues with a focus on inclusive 
growth since 1997, has also awarded Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu and Commerce and 
Industry and civil aviation minister Suresh Prabhu.
While Naidu was awarded with the 'SKOCH Sprinter of 
the Year' and Suresh Prabhu as the 'Steady 
Reformer'.
Skoch Group has instituted India’s highest 
independent civilian honours in the field 
of governance, finance, technology, 
economics and social sector.

Odisha Govt launched krushak 
Assistance for Livelihood and Income 

Augmentation (kALIA) scheme  23 Dec' 18

Odisha Chief 
M i n i s t e r 
N a v e e n 

Patnaik on Friday 
announced a Rs 
10,000-crore scheme 
for the overall 
development of 
farmers in the state.
The state cabinet has approved the Krushak Assistance for 
Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA) scheme, 
worth over Rs 10,000 crore, for the development of farmers 
in the state.
Though the scheme did not have provision of farm loan 
waiver, the chief minister said: "all the small and marginal 
farmers of the state (over 30 lakh) will be covered under 
the scheme.
Patnaik said that "an amount of Rs 10,000 per family at the 
rate of Rs 5,000 each for Kharif and Rabi seasons shall be 
provided as financial assistance for taking up cultivation."
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U.S. airstrikes against IS in Syria began in September 2014.

The KALIA scheme also include life insurance cover of Rs 
2 lakh and additional personal accident cover of Rs 2 lakh 
will be provided to both cultivators and landless agriculture 
labourers covering about 74 lakh households, the chief 
minister said. He also said the crop loan up to Rs 50,000 
will henceforth be interest free.
"Under KALIA, an amount of Rs 10,180 crore will be 
spent over a period of three years till 2020-21. The scheme 
will be in reviewed in 2020-21 for further modification," 
the chief minister said.
Patnaik said KALIA is a progressive and 
inclusive scheme and will make a direct 
attack on poverty by way of massive 
investment in this sector and making 
benefits each the most needy through 
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) mode.

'Mukhyamantri krishi Ashirwad Yojna' 
(MkAY) launched in Jharkhand  23 Dec' 18

Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Raghubar 
Das announced 

'Mukhyamantri Krishi 
Ashirwad Yojna' 
(MKAY) by which 
the state government 
would offer Rs 5,000 
per acre of land to 
farmers for the kharif crops.
"The farmers who have less than one acre of land will 
also get a minimum of Rs 5,000 for the kharif crop, which 
would be paid to them through cheques," Das said. 
"The Krishi Ashirwad Yojana will benefit 22.76 lakh small 
and medium farmers of the state. The scheme would be 
included in the 2019-20 budget and Rs 2,250 crore would 
be spent on it," said the Chief Minister.
"Under the scheme, 45 lakh acres would be 
covered for cultivation of paddy. The state 
government is paying Rs 66-crore premium 
on crop insurance for 14.85 lakh farmers. 
The farmers are also being provided loans 
on zero per cent interest rates," he said.

Atal Ayushman Uttarakhand Yojana 
launched in Uttarakhand  26 Dec' 18

Atal Ayushman Uttarakhand Yojana has been 
launched in the hill state. Under the scheme, each 
household in the state will be able to avail medical 

treatment of up to 5 
lakh rupees annually.
The scheme will 
benefit 23 lakh 
households and 
cover 1,350 critical 
diseases. Launching 
the Yojna in Dehradun 
yesterday, Chief 
Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat distributed scheme-related 
golden cards to beneficiaries. He also signed Memoranda 
of Understanding with private hospitals and announced 
that soon free of cost OPD facilities will be available for 
children and elderly people in the state.
Mr Rawat said, all the households have been included 
under the scheme as the government wants that everyone 
should be able to afford medical treatment.
Ayushman Bharat Yojana or Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (PMJAY) or National Health Protection Scheme or 
Modicare is a centrally sponsored scheme launched in 2018, 
under the Ayushman Bharat Mission of MoHFW for a New 
India -2022. The scheme aims at making interventions in 
primary, secondary and tertiary care systems, covering 
both preventive and pro-motive health, to address 
healthcare holistically. It is an umbrella of 
two major health initiatives namely, Heath 
and Wellness centres and National Health 
Protection Scheme(NHPS). Indu Bhushan 
has been appointed as the Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of Ayushman Bharat Yojana.

Andhra Pradesh gets its own High 
Court in Amravati  27 Dec' 18

After several 
years of 
delay, Andhra 

Pradesh will finally 
have its own High 
Court in Amaravati. 
President Ram Nath 
Kovind issued a 
gazette notification for 
the functioning of the 
new High Court in Amaravati with effect from January 1.
The new High Court for Andhra Pradesh will be the 25th 
High Court in the country. The new Andhra HC is expected 
to function from a temporary structure in the state's capital 
till a permanent building is set up at the 'Justice City' being 
planned in Amaravati.
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“In pursuance of article 214 of the Constitution and the 
Order issued by the Supreme Court of India and in exercise 
of powers conferred under clause (a) of sub-section (1) of 
section 30, sub-section (1) of section 31 and sub-section 
(2) of section 31 of the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation 
Act, 2014, the President hereby constitutes a separate High 
Court for the State of Andhra Pradesh, namely, the High 
Court of Andhra Pradesh, from the 1st day of January, 2019 
with the principal seat of such High Court at Amaravati 
in the State of Andhra Pradesh and the High Court of 
Judicature at Hyderabad shall become the High Court for 
the State of Telangana.”
Earlier this year, the Centre had challenged a judgement of 
the Hyderabad HC in the Supreme Court, which had said 
that the permanent HC for Andhra must be constructed 
within the state only. The Centre had claimed that as 
Hyderabad was the common capital of both states for 10 
years and the delay in bifurcation was causing several 
problems, a temporary HC could be established in the city 
as there was enough infrastructure.
However, in November this year, the Supreme Court gave 
the green signal to the Andhra Pradesh government to 
issue a notification for the bifurcation of the existing High 
Court in Hyderabad, so that a separate HC for the state 
can be hosted in Amaravati. The Andhra government in its 
response said that the temporary accommodation could also 
be arranged in its own upcoming capital. The bifurcation 
will take place according to guidelines laid down in the AP 
Reorganisation Act, 2014.
The Supreme Court bench had then said, 
"We expect such a notification to be issued 
by January 1, 2019, so that the two High 
Courts start functioning separately and 
High Court of Andhra Pradesh also starts 
functioning in the new building at the 
earliest.”

Modi laid Mandal Dam foundation 
stone in Jharkhand  29 Dec' 18

Prime Minister 
N a r e n d r a 
Modi will lay 

foundation stone of 
the Mandal Dam, 
built at a cost of 
Rs 2,500 crore, 
in Jharkhand's 
Palamau district.
"The Prime Minister will lay the foundation stone of the 
Mandal Dam which was pending since 1972. The dam 

will be constructed at a cost of Rs 2,500 crore," said 
Chief Minister Raghubar Das, while addressing a press 
conference on completion of four years of his government 
in office.
Das said, "Narendra Modi as the Chief Minister of Gujarat 
had brought water from the Sabarmati river to the area 
of Kutch through pipelines and the same 
model would be replicated in the state. 
Water from the Soan river would be 
brought through pipelines to ensure the 
drinking water and irrigation needs of 
Palamu and Garhwa districts."

Delhi Police becomes first police force 
in country to digitise all malkhanas  

29 Dec' 18

The Delhi 
Police become 
the first 

police force in the 
country to digitize all 
malkhanas, rooms for 
keeping seized arms 
and ammunition, 
across every police 
station in the state.
Delhi Police Commissioner Amulya Patnaik inaugurated 
the e-malkhana project of the remaining 10 districts at 
Chinamaya Mission here.
Underlying the importance of the project, Patnaik said that 
digitization of service delivery mechanism will definitely 
make the whole system faster, smoother and easier, the 
release stated.
The Commissioner of Police also commended the efforts 
of the personnel involved in the project and presented 
certificate of merit to 14 personnel -- one from each 
district.
A booklet on e-malkhana functioning was also released 
on the occasion and a short film on how the project was 
executed was shown.
Sandeep Goel, Special Commissioner of Police, said 
digitisation of case properties would give a boost to the 
prosecution and the judicial system by making it easier to 
maintain, locate and retrieve case properties.
According to the release, around 3,11,600 
case properties have been encrypted in 
digital form across all the police stations 
in the state.
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Former Union minister Captain Jai Narain Prasad Nishad died at the age of 88.

Tamil Nadu government launches 
Pongal scheme  02- Jan' 19 

Tamil Nadu 
gove rnmen t 
launched a 

scheme of providing 
Rs 1,000 to all ration 
card-holders on the 
occasion of Pongal 
festival. 
Chief Minister K 
Palaniswami launched the scheme by giving away Rs 
1,000 each to 10 beneficiaries at a function here. 
He also also gave away Pongal gift hampers to them. 
The hampers contain one kg each of rice and sugar, cashew 
nuts and raisin (both 20 gm) and all used to prepare Pongal, 
a sweet dish, on the occasion of the harvest festival which 
also marks the birth of the auspicious Tamil month Thai. 
Two feet sugarcane is also part of the gift hamper. 
The scheme will cover about 2.01 crore families including 
the Sri Lankan Tamil families residing in camps in Tamil 
Nadu, an official release said. The scheme was being 
implemented at a cost of Rs 258 crore and the gift hampers 
will be available in ration shops ahead of the Pongal 
festival, it said. The scheme is being implemented in line 
with an announcement made in the Governor's address to 
the Tamil Nadu Assembly on January 2. 
This scheme will benefit 1.97 crore families 
and will not be implemented in the bypoll-
bound Tiruvarur constituency as the model 
code of conduct is in force.

Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation 
Scheme  17- Jan' 19

Ministry of Social 
Justice & 
Empowerment, 

Department of 
Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities 
implements a scheme 
titled 'Deendayal Disabled 
Rehabilitation Scheme 
(DDRS)'. A Regional 
Conference for the scheme was organized on 17th January 
2019 at Nehru Centre, Mumbai covering Programme 
Implementing Agencies (PIAs) from the Western Region 

of the country. This is the second of a series of Regional 
Conferences to be held across the country and the exercise 
will culminate in a National Conference in New Delhi.
NGOs, State Government representatives from four 
Western States, namely, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat and Goa were present at the conference. Under 
DDRS, Grant-in-Aid is released to about 600 NGOs every 
year. About 10% of total NGOs under DDRS, 10% of the 
total grant and 10% of Special School for Children with 
Intellectual Disabilities are from the Western Indian States
DDRS is a Central Sector Scheme of Government of India 
which is being implemented since 1999 
for providing financial assistance to NGOs 
working for education and rehabilitation of 
persons with disabilities. This scheme was 
revised in 2018 and the revised scheme is 
being implemented since 1st April 2018.

Himachal Pradesh Cabinet decides 
to implement 10% quota for EWS in 

govt jobs  19- Jan' 19

Hi m a c h a l 
P r a d e s h 
C a b i n e t 

decided to provide 10 
percent reservation 
to economically 
weaker sections from 
the general category 
in state government 
services in Class-I, II, III and IV posts, an official 
spokesperson said here. With this, Himachal Pradesh 
became the latest state to decide, in principle, to implement 
the quota.
The bill, providing for 10 percent reservation in government 
jobs and educational institutes to economically weaker 
sections in the general category, was passed by Parliament 
during the winter session. President Ram Nath Kovind has 
since given his assent to the bill.
The cabinet also decided to implement a scheme for women 
victims of sexual assault and other crimes, to provide them 
a financial help ranging from Rs two-ten lakh depending on 
the gravity of the crime, the official said.
The amount of compensation would 
be provided under Women Victims 
Compensation Fund as decided by the State 
Legal Services Authority or the District 
Legal Authority, he said.
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Cabinet approves Signing of the TOR provide tax assistance to Swaziland.

Indian-Origin Singapore 

Student Wins Gold 

Medals at World Memory 

Championships.

SA assumes UN Security 
Council seat.

WHO Goodwill ambas-
sador Yohei Sasakawa to 

get Gandhi Peace Prize for 
2018.

Three Indian-origin students among 
Time Magazine's 25 most influential 

teens of 2018  21 Dec' 18

Time magazine 
has released 
the list 25 

most influential 
teens of 2018 who 
have made a mark 
across numerous 
fields. Three Indian- 
American students- 
I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n 
Kavya Kopparapu, Rishab Jain, and British-Indian Amika 
George- have been included in this list.
Rishabh, an eighth grader, who has developed an algorithm 
that can possibly be a cure to pancreatic cancer.
Kavya Kopparapu is a freshman at the Harvard University. 
She developed a deep-learning computer system that can 
scan slides of tissue from brain cancer patients looking for 
differences in density, colour, texture and cellular alignment 
that are unique to that particular person's case.
She developed the system after learning how the survival 
rate of glioblastoma, an aggressive brain cancer, has not 
improved from the past 30 years. According to Time 
magazine, her goal is "to develop targeted therapies that 
are also unique to the person."
Amika George's goal is to convince policymakers to end 
"period poverty," as she calls it, by funding the distribution 
of menstrual products to girls and women who cannot 
afford them.
"It really upsets me," she tells the magazine of learning 
that many girls in the UK were routinely missing school 
during their periods because they could not afford to buy 
menstrual products.

"The government knew this was happening on their watch, 
but they were refusing to find a solution," she said.
She launched the #FreePeriods campaign as a response, 
gathering nearly 200,000 signatures on her 
petition to help eradicate period poverty; 
the movement eventually garnered the 
support of over a dozen UK policymakers, 
galvanising the government to allocate 
funds to the issue for the first time.

The United Arab Emirates will deposit 
$3 billion in the central bank of 

Pakistan  24 Dec' 18

The United 
Arab Emirates 
will deposit $3 

billion in the central 
bank of Pakistan 
to help "enhance 
liquidity" as the 
country struggles 
with a balance of 
payments crisis.
The transfer of 11 billion dirhams by the government-
owned Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) is 
expected to be carried out in the "coming days."
According to Pakistan Central Bank it help and support the 
financial and monetary policy of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan.
It will "enhance liquidity and monetary reserves of foreign 
currency".
Pakistan is facing a widening balance of payments crisis. 
The rupee plunged almost five percent to a record low at 
the end of November, after what appeared to be a sixth 
devaluation by the central bank in the past year.
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Global infrastructure company Egis it has appointed Sandeep Gulati as Managing Director for India operations.

A team from the International Monetary Fund in November 
visited Pakistan for talks with officials on a possible IMF 
bailout but the discussions ended without any agreement.
Pakistan a regular borrower from the IMF since the 1980s 
— last received an IMF bailout in 2013 to the tune of $6.6 
billion.
It also secured $6 billion in funding from 
Saudi Arabia and struck a 12-month 
deal for a cash lifeline during Pakistani 
Prime Minister's visit to the kingdom in 
October,2018.

ICC orders PCB to pay 60% of 
compensation claim to BCCI  24 Dec' 18

The International Cricket Council's (ICC) Dispute 
Resolution Panel ordered Pakistan to pay 60 per 
cent of the cost demanded by the Board of Control 

for Cricket in India (BCCI). 
Earlier,  the ICC  rejected Pakistan Cricket Board PCB's 
compensation claim which blamed India for lack of 
bilateral series between the two nations. 
Nearly a month after rejecting the PCB's compensation 
claim against India for allegedly failing to honour a 
Memorandum of Understanding on bilateral cricket, the 
ICC announced the costs award for the two Boards.
The ICC Committee said the fresh judgement is binding. 
The Panel orders the PCB to pay the BCCI sixty per cent 
of the claimed Costs, administrative costs and expenses of 
the Panel.
The BCCI, on the other hand, has 
been asked to pay 40 per cent of the 
administrative costs and expenses of the 
Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC). 

China successfully tests Russia's 
S-400 missile air defence system   

27 Dec' 18

China has 
successfully 
tested the 

advanced S-400 
air defence system 
imported from 
Russia for which 
India also signed-
up recently despite 
concerns over threat 
of sanctions from the US.

It was the first time the People's Liberation Army (PLA) 
tested the system since it received the last shipments of 
the weaponry from Russia in July under a USD 3 billion 
contract signed in 2015.
China's People's Liberation Army Rocket Force last month 
tested the S-400 Triumf air defence system successfully 
shooting down a "simulated ballistic target" almost 250 
kilometre away and moving at the supersonic speed of 
3 kilometre per second, Hong-Kong based South China 
Morning Post reported.
Details of the location of the test have not been disclosed.
India signed a USD 5 billion deal with Russia to buy the 
same system, despite concerns over threat of sanctions 
under the Countering America's Adversaries through 
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) instituted by the US Congress on 
arms purchases from Russia.
India wants the long-range missile systems to tighten its air 
defence mechanism, particularly along the 3488 km-long 
Sino-India border.
S-400 is known as Russia's most advanced long-range 
surface-to-air missile defence system.
China was the first foreign buyer to seal a government-to-
government deal with Russia in 2014 to procure the lethal 
missile system. Moscow has already started delivery of 
an undisclosed number of the S-400 missile systems to 
Beijing.
Russia says the S-400 is a cutting-edge air defence system 
that can detect and shoot down targets including ballistic 
missiles, enemy jets and drones up to 600 kilometre away 
at an altitude between 10 metres and 27 
kilometres.
The system can simultaneously shell 36 
targets moving at a speed of up to 4,800 
metres per second with 72 ground-to-air 
missiles.

SA assumes UN Security Council seat  
02 Jan' 19

South Africa 
assumed the 
seat as a non-

permanent member 
of the UN Security 
Council.
South Africa's 
International Relations 
and Cooperation 
Minister Lindiwe Sisulu said that the silencing of guns 
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Egis Group is a French engineering group involved in the areas of infrastructure and transport systems, planning, 
water and environment.

in Africa, attending to the plight of women and children 
in conflict areas and coordinating a response to the rise 
of extremist groups on the continent would be the key 
priority.
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the 
six principal organs of the United Nations (UN), charged 
with the maintenance of international peace and security 
as well as accepting new members to the United Nations 
and approving any changes to its United Nations Charter. 
Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping 
operations, the establishment of international sanctions, 
and the authorization of military action through Security 
Council resolutions, it is the only UN body with the 
authority to issue binding resolutions to member states. 
The Security Council held its first session on 17 January 
1946.
The Security Council consists of fifteen members. The 
great powers that were the victors of World War II—the 
Soviet Union (now represented by Russia), the United 
Kingdom, France, China, and the United States—serve 
as the body's five permanent members. These permanent 
members can veto any substantive Security Council 
resolution, including those on the admission of new 
member states or candidates for Secretary-
General. The Security Council also has 
10 non-permanent members, elected on a 
regional basis to serve two-year terms. The 
body's presidency rotates monthly among 
its members.

India’s Arunima Sinha becomes first 
female amputee to climb the highest 

peak of Antarctica – Mt Vinson   
05 Jan' 19

30 years old 
f o r m e r 
N a t i o n a l 

level Volleyball player 
turned mountaineer, 
Arunima Sinha became 
the world’s first female 
amputee to climb Mount 
Vinson, the highest 
peak of Antarctica.
The Padma Shree Awardee, Arunima Sinha became the 
first woman amputee to climb Mount Everest in 2013.
She is from Uttar Pradesh and had lost one of her legs in a 
horrific incident in which she was thrown off the Padmawati 
Express train in 2011.

Arunima Sinha’s aim is to summit seven 
peaks across seven continents. She had 
already scaled five peaks which are Mt 
Everest, Mt Kilimanjaro, Mt Ebrus. Mt 
Kosciuszko and Mt Aconcagua.

Govt allows Iranian bank to open 
Mumbai branch  08 Jan' 19

The government 
has allowed an 
Iranian bank 

to open a branch in 
Mumbai. Iran's Bank 
Pasargad will open 
its branch within the 
next three months.
Gadkari said, "the 
Government of India has already given permission to Iran 
to open a bank branch in Mumbai. They are going to open 
a branch in Mumbai in three months. That will be used for 
transactions".
Shipping, Road Transport and Highways Minister Gadkari 
termed his meeting with Iranian Minister on Chabahar Port 
"fruitful".
India has placed USD 85 million machinery 
order for Chabahar, which is a port on the 
coast of the Gulf of Oman, and is Iran's 
southernmost city.

Human trafficking takes ‘horrific 
dimensions’ in Europe: UN  09 Jan' 19

Trafficking victims from South-Asian countries 
including India are detected in many parts of 
Europe, according to a new UN report that said 

human trafficking has taken “horrific dimensions” with 
children accounting for a third of those being trafficked.
The ‘Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2018’ from 
the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) draws on 
information from 142 countries, examining trafficking 
trends and patterns.
The report said human trafficking is taking on “horrific 
dimensions”, with sexual exploitation of victims the main 
driver. Children now account for 30 per cent of those 
being trafficked, and far more girls are detected than boys. 
Victims from South Asia (and South-West Asia) are also 
detected in many parts of Western and Southern Europe. 
They account for about 5 per cent of the total detected 
victims in this sub region.
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Egis is also involved in the business of setting up projects and operations for roads and airports.

Main destinations

“Victims are trafficked from most South Asian countries, 
including Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan, and to a 
limited extent also from Nepal and Sri Lanka. Victims 
from Afghanistan have been detected in the Nordic 
countries, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom, it 
said.
The report further said that as an origin area for trafficking 
to the rest of the world, victims from South Asia have 
been detected in more than 40 countries around the 
world. The main destinations appear to be the countries 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council in the Middle East. 
To a lesser extent, victims from South 
Asia have been detected in Western and 
Southern Europe and in North America. 
Victims from South Asia — Bangladesh 
and India — have also been detected in 
South-East Asia.

Government approves India-France 
pact on technical cooperation in 

renewable energy  11 Jan' 19

The government 
approved a 
pact between 

India and France to 
enhance technical 
bilateral cooperation 
in new and renewable 
energy.The decision 
was taken by the 
Union Cabinet chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi here.
"The Union Cabinet has approved the memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) between India and France on 
technical bilateral cooperation in the field of new and 
renewable energy. The MoU was signed on October 3, 
2018," according to an official statement.
India and France aim to establish the basis for a cooperative 
institutional relationship to encourage and promote 
technical bilateral cooperation on new and renewable 
energy issues on the basis of mutual benefit, equality and 
reciprocity, it said.
The technical cooperation will cover joint 
research working groups, pilot projects, 
capacity building programmes, study tour, 
case studies and the sharing of experience/
expertise, it added.

UN chief hails 'historic' moment as 
Palestine takes over reins of G77   

16 Jan' 19

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres welcomed 
the "historic leadership" of Palestine which 
assumed the chairmanship of G77, the global 

body's largest intergovernmental organisation of developing 
countries including India.

Egypt was the previous Chair of the Group of 77 (G77), a 
coalition of 134 members, along with China which aligns 
itself with the bloc.

In his remarks at the annual ceremony for handover of the 
rotating chairmanship of G77, UN chief Guterres said: 
"Palestine and its citizens have first-hand experience of 
some of the most challenging and dramatic global issues 
we face".

The decision to elect Palestine as the 2019 
Chair of the G77 was taken in September, 
2018 by the foreign ministers of the Groups' 
member states.

WHO Goodwill ambassador Yohei 
Sasakawa to get Gandhi Peace Prize 

for 2018  16 Jan' 19

Gandhi Peace 
Prize for 
2018 will 

be conferred on 
Yohei Sasakawa 
who is Goodwill 
Ambassador of 
the World Health 
Organization for 
Leprosy Elimination. 
The award will be given to Mr Sasakawa in recognition of 
his work towards the eradication of the disease in India and 
across the world. 
Ekal Abhiyan Trust has been chosen for the award for 
the year 2017 while Akshaya Patra Foundation and 
Sulabh International will share the award for 2016. 
Vivekananda Kendra, Kanyakumari bagged the award 
for 2015.
An official release said Ekal Abhiyan Trust has been 
selected for their contribution towards providing education 
to rural and tribal children in remote areas, and for gender 
and social equality. 
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Akshaya Patra Foundation will receive the prize for 
providing midday meals to millions of children while 
Sulabh International for improving the condition of 
sanitation and emancipation of manual scavengers. 
Vivekananda Kendra will be awarded for its contribution 
to rural development, education, 
development of natural resources. Gandhi 
Peace Prize carries one crore rupees 
and a citation. The names of awardees 
were chosen by a jury headed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

Glenn Close to receive Oscar Wilde 
Award  17 Jan' 19

Veteran star 
G l e n n 
Close will 

be awarded with the 
'Oscar Wilde Award'.

Close, 71, will be 
receive the honour 
from Melissa 
McCarthy during the 
14th Annual Oscar Wilde Awards.

McCarthy is a past recipient of the award, being honoured 
with it in the year 2012.

Close is currently receiving critical acclaim for her portrayal 
of an aggrieved wife in Bjorn Runge's drama "The Wife". 
She recently won the Golden Globe for Best Actress in a 
Motion Picture Drama for the film.

The Academy Awards, also known as the Oscars, are a set 
of 24 awards for artistic and technical merit in the film 
industry, given annually by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences (AMPAS), to recognize excellence in 
cinematic achievements as assessed by the Academy's 
voting membership. 

The various category winners are awarded a copy of a golden 
statuette, officially called the "Academy Award of Merit", 
although more commonly referred to by its nickname 
"Oscar". The award was originally sculpted 
by George Stanley from a design sketch by 
Cedric Gibbon. AMPAS first presented it in 
1929 at a private dinner hosted by Douglas 
Fairbanks in the Hollywood Roosevelt 
Hotel.

Indian universities move up in global 
ranking with 49 institutions  19 Jan' 19

India has improved its showing in the prestigious 
university rankings of Times Higher Education 
Emerging Economies with 49 institutions making it to 

the list including 25 in the top 200.
China remains the most represented nation in the annual 
2019 listing, claiming four of the table's top five positions 
with Tsinghua University topping the chart, according to 
the London-based Times Higher Education (THE), a global 
organisation that produces data, analysis and expertise on 
higher education.
Leading India again is the Indian Institute of Science (14th), 
followed by the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay 
(27th). However, both of them slipped back a place this 
year, largely due to increased competition.
The 2019 ranking comprises nearly 450 universities 
expanded from 378 last year from 43 countries, across four 
continents.
This year's table presents a mixed picture for India, with 
several new entrants and high risers, alongside several 
institutions that dropped back.
India has increased its representation in the Times Higher 
Education Emerging Economies University Rankings with 
49 universities in the list as compared to 42 in 2018, the 
organisation said.  India has 25 universities in the top 200, 
a rise from 17 last year, it said.
The Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee, however, 
scales 21 places - and into the top 40 - at 35th, thanks in 
particular to improvements in its research (volume, income 
and reputation) and industry income (knowledge transfer).
The Indian Institute of Technology Indore (61st) and the 
JSS Academy of Higher Education and Research (joint 
64th) are the highest new entrants for India this year.
Savitribai Phule Pune University climbs an impressive 87 
positions to joint 93rd, alongside the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico, with a rise in its research score, and 
a significant rise to its citations (research influence) score.
Meanwhile, Banaras Hindu University and Amrita University 
both scaled this year into the top 150, while the Indian Institute 
of Science Education and Research, Pune and Indian Institute 
of Technology Hyderabad featured for the 
first time in this group.
Elsewhere, mainland China remains the 
most represented nation in the annual 
listing, with 72 institutions in total.

The Reserve Bank of India has shortlisted six major IT companies to set up a wide-based digital Public Credit 
Registry for capturing details of all borrowers and wilful defaulters.
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India's stock market has overtaken 
Germany's  23 Dec' 18

India’s healthy economic growth has helped its stock 
market become the seventh largest market by size, 
with a market capitalisation (mcap) of $2.08 trillion. 

Its stock market has overtaken that of Germany, Europe’s 
largest economy, for the first time in seven years, according 
to Bloomberg. The US dominates the global ranking, with 
$27 trillion mcap, followed by China, Japan, Hong Kong, 
UK, France and India.
India’s ascent reflects the growing clout of emerging 
markets. It also indicates its economy is positioned for 
sustained growth, even if the manufacturing sector is not 
firing on all cylinders. The BSE Sensex, the broad market 
benchmark, is up 5 percent in past one year in terms of 
local currency and down around four percent in US dollar 
terms, still outperforming MSCI Emerging Market index 
that declined 17 percent.
Mcap, which is the market value of listed firms, typically 
moves in tandem with economic growth. India’s mcap 
has room for improvement as India’s mcap-to-GDP ratio 
at 77 percent is not only below the world 
average but also below pre-global financial 
crisis levels of 151 percent. The mcap of 
Indian equities is likely to hit $6.7 trillion 
by 2027, according to Morgan Stanley.

CtrlS to invest Rs 2,000 cr to set up 
world's largest tier-4 datacentre 

footprint in India  26 Dec' 18

Hyderabad-based technology infrastructure 
provider CtrlS plans to set up world's largest tier-
4 datacentre footprint in India by 2020 with an 

investment of Rs 2,000 crore. The company plans to set up 
150 megawatt hyperscale datacentre in Hyderabad that will 

be spread across two 
million square feet, 
a 100 MW similar 
facility in Mumbai 
and a 70 MW set-
upin Chennai - spread 
over around a million 
square feet each, CtrlS 
Datacenters, founder 
and CEO , Sridhar 
Pinnapureddy told . 
"The demand for data storage has boomed in the country 
and data localisation is also creating huge demand for 
hyperscale datacentre in India. We will start building new 
tier-4 datacentre in Mumbai from March 2019, Hyderabad 
facility from around May-June and Chennai in last quarter 
of 2019. Total investment will be around Rs 2,000 crore,." 
He said that all the datacentres will be functional in 2020. 
A tier-4 datacentres has assure 99.995 per cent uptime 
implying maximum of 26 minutes downtime in a year. It 
requires almost double the investment done in tier-3 data 
centre, which can have downtime of up to few hours in a 
year. 
The CEO said the firm will fund its expansion mostly from 
internal accruals and partly with debt funding. 
"With addition of around 4 million square feet, CtrlS will 
emerge as World's largest Tier-4 datacentre entity to cater 
to need of emerging technologies. World's 90 per cent data 
has been generated in last 1,000 days. This part Indian data 
localisation policy will lead to large growth of data in India 
as most of the overseas companies operating in banking," 
Pinnapureddy said. 
The company already has 1 million square feet datacenters, 
which includes two tier-4 facility in Mumbai, two tier-4 in 
Hyderabad, one tier-4 in Noida and a tier-3 datacenter in 
Chennai. 

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Committee on Economic 
Capital Framework, to be 
chaired by Bimal Jalan.

RBI sets up panel under 
Nandan Nilekani to boost 

digital payments.

Gita Gopinath joins 
International Monetary 
Fund as its first female 

chief  economist.

CRILC is a borrower-level supervisory dataset that keeps record of loans of Rs 5 crore and above.
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The non-performing assets in the banking system stand at about Rs 10 lakh crore.

"The largest Tier-4 player would have a footprint of 
approximately one million square feet. However, CtrlS 
will soon enjoy a cumulative footprint of five million Tier-
4 datacenter space spread across 10 datacenters in India 
- thereby emerging as the world's largest 
tier-4 datacenter," CtrlS Datacenters, VP-
marketing, B S Rao said. 
He said that CtrlS currently serves 20 of 
the Fortune 100 global multi-national 
companies. 

Committee on Economic Capital 
Framework, governor Bimal Jalan as 

chairman  27 Dec' 18

The Reserve 
Bank of 
India (RBI) 

has constituted the 
Expert Committee 
on Economic Capital 
Framework with 
former governor 
Bimal Jalan as its 
chairman.

Former deputy governor Rakesh Mohan has been 
appointed as vice chairman of the committee. Members of 
the committee include Bharat Doshi, director, RBI board; 
Sudhir Mankad, director, RBI board; Subhash Chandra 
Garg, Economic Affairs Secretary; NS Vishwanathan, RBI 
deputy governor.

The committee will submit its report within a period of 
90 days from the date of its first meeting. The committee 
will determine the appropriate levels of reserves the central 
bank ought to hold.

In its meeting, the RBI's board had decided to constitute 
a committee of experts to examine the Economic Capital 
Framework (ECF).

As of 30 June, 2018, RBI's reserves stood at Rs 9.43 lakh 
crore, with a major portion of the reserves coming from 
contingency fund (Rs 2.32 lakh crore) and currency and 
gold revaluation account (CGRA) (Rs 6.91 lakh crore).

While the contingency fund stood at 6.41 percent of the 
total assets of the RBI, the CGRA was 19.10 percent in the 
year ended 30 June, 2018. In the past, the issue of the ideal 
size of RBI's reserves was examined by three committees 
-- V Subrahmanyam (1997), Usha Thorat (2004) and Y H 
Malegam (2013).

While the Subrahmanyam committee recommended that 
contingency reserve should be built up to 12 percent, the 
Thorat committee had said the reserve adequacy should be 
maintained at 18 percent of the total assets.
The RBI board did not accept the recommendation of 
the Thorat committee and decided to continue with the 
recommendation of the Subrahmanyam panel.
The Malegam committee recommended that adequate 
amount of profits should continue to be transferred each 
year to contingency reserves.
The issue of transfer of RBI's reserves to the government 
has been a contentious issue between the two sides for a 
long time.
Recently, RBI Independent Director 
and Swadeshi ideologue S Gurumurthy 
had made a case for calibration of RBI's 
massive reserves and said no central bank 
in the world maintains such high levels of 
surplus.

Gross NPAs of banks increase to 
11.2% at Rs 10.39 trn in FY18: RBI 

report  29 Dec' 18

System-wide gross non-performing assets of banks 
rose to 11.2 percent or at Rs 10.39 trillion in FY18 
from 9.3 percent a year ago, and the share of public 

sector banks stood at Rs 8.95 trillion, or at 14.6 percent, 
according to the Reserve Bank data released.
In FY17, system-wide gross NPAs stood at 9.3 percent and 
that of state-run lenders stood at 11.7 per cent.
"During FY18, the GNPA ratio reached 14.6 percent for 
state-run banks due to restructured advances slipping into 
NPAs and better NPA recognition," RBI said in its report on 
'Trends & Progress of Banking in 2017-18'.
In terms of the net NPA ratio, state-run banks saw significant 
deterioration at 8 percent in FY18 from 6.9 percent year-
ago.
Private sector peers banks' GNPA ratio stood at a much 
lower level of 4.7 percent as against 4.1 percent in FY17.
Asset quality of foreign banks improved marginally to 3.8 
percent in FY18 from 4 percent in FY17.
In FY18, the share of doubtful advances in total gross NPAs 
sizeably to Rs 5.11 trillion or 6.7 per cent of the system, 
driven up by state-run banks whose ratio stood at 9 percent.
In fiscal 2018, share of sub-standard and loss assets in 
GNPAs of private banks declined to 1.1 percent and 0.2 
percent, respectively due to aggressive write-offs.
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IRCTC tied up with Bharti AXA General insurance company to offer free travel insurance for air travellers.

During the year under review, the fresh slippages rose 
for state-run lenders on account of restructured advances 
slipping into NPAs and a decline in standard advances.
In the previous fiscal, the GNPA ratio of public sector 
banks arising from larger borrower accounts (exposure of 
Rs 5 crore and above) increased to 23.1 per cent from 18.1 
per cent in the FY17.
A nonperforming asset refers to a classification for loans or 
advances that are in default or are in arrears on scheduled 
payments of principal or interest. In most cases, debt is 
classified as nonperforming when loan 
payments have not been made for a period 
of 90 days. While 90 days of nonpayment 
is the standard, the amount of elapsed time 
may be shorter or longer depending on the 
terms and conditions of each loan.

Number of ATMs declines to 2.07 
lakh in FY18: RBI Report  29 Dec' 18

The number 
of ATMs 
has declined 

marginally to 2.07 
lakh in FY18 from 
2.08 lakh in FY17, 
primarily due to 
branch rationalisation 
by a few public sector 
banks, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said in its annual 
report.
Similarly, the number of operational on-site ATMs also 
reduced to 1.06 lakh during the year from 1.09 lakh in 
FY17, while that of off-site ATMs increased to 1 lakh from 
98,545.
“In FY18, the number of ATMs of state-run banks declined 
to 1.45 lakh from 1.48 lakh in FY17,” the RBI said in the 
‘Trends & Progress of Banking in 2017-18’ report.
However, private sector banks installed more ATMs taking 
their total number to 60,145 in FY18, up from 58,833 in the 
previous fiscal year, the central bank report said.
The report said during the period between April 2018 and 
August 2018, the number of ATMs (excluding that of small 
finance banks and payment banks) declined further to 2.04 
lakh, which it attributed to the increasing use of electronic 
means of payments.
During the same period, robust growth was observed in 
deployment of points-of-sale (PoS) terminals across the 
country, the report added.

The growth of white-label ATMs has also tapered off in 
recent years, although the number of such ATMs crossed 
15,000 -mark in FY18.
Pre-paid payment instruments maintained robust growth in 
terms of volume and value, despite deceleration from the 
demonetisation-induced spurt.
During FY18, 91.5 crore transactions 
worth Rs 1.09 trillion were routed 
through the unified payments interface 
(UPI) which rose to 157.9 crore in 
volume worth Rs 2.67 trillion in the first 
half of FY19.

Sun Pharma acquires Japan’s Pola 
Pharma  04 Jan' 19

Drug major Sun 
Pharma has 
c o m p l e t e d 

acquisition of Japan-
based Pola Pharma to 
strengthen its presence 
in dermatology 
segment across the 
globe. 
The acquisition of 100% shares of Pola Pharma Inc Japan 
by the company’s wholly owned subsidiary has been 
concluded, Sun Pharma said in a BSE filing. 
Sun Pharma had entered into a definitive agreement 
to acquire Pola Pharma, which is engaged in research 
and development, manufacture, sale and distribution of 
branded, and generic products in Japan. 
Pola Pharma’s portfolio mainly comprises dermatology 
products. It has two manufacturing facilities in Saitama 
with capabilities to manufacture topical products and 
injectables. 
Sun Pharma had forayed into the Japanese prescription 
market in 2016 with the acquisition of 14 established 
prescription brands from Novartis. 
Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Limited is an Indian 
multinational pharmaceutical company headquartered 
in Mumbai, Maharashtra that manufactures and sells 
pharmaceutical formulations and active 
pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) 
primarily in India and the United States. 
The company offers formulations in various 
therapeutic areas, such as cardiology, 
psychiatry, neurology, gastroenterology 
and diabetology.
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Through this tie up,every passenger would be availed of insurance upto 50 lakhs in case of accidental death or life 
time disability.

Banking Ombudsman offices have 
seen a 25% increase  06 Jan' 19 

The number of complaints registered at banking 
ombudsman offices have seen a 25% increase in the 
fiscal year 2018, with majority of these complaints 

coming from urban centres owing to increased awareness 
and poor internal redressal mechanisms of banks. 
"The banking ombudsman offices in tier-1 cities like 
New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Bengaluru and 
Hyderabad accounted for more than 57% of the total 
complaints received by all BO offices," the RBI Report on 
Trend and Progress of Banking in India has stated. 
"The higher proportion of complaints from urban areas in 
recent years is largely due to increasing awareness about 
grievance redressal mechanism among bank customers and 
also the efficacy of internal grievance redressal mechanism 
in banks, not being up to the desired level." 
Of all the complaints received at the ombudsman's offices, 
97% of them were resolved in 2017-18, up from 92% a 
year earlier. 
Currently, there are 21 functional banking ombudsman 
offices in the country. These offices were established under 
Banking Ombudsman Scheme, 2006, and are the first points 
of contact for consumers seeking grievance redressals and 
resolutions against consumer frauds and discrepancies in 
the banking system. 
Most complaints received at these offices were related to 
non-observance of the fair practices code followed by those 
related to ATM, credit and debit cards, and for failure to 
meet commitments and mobile banking. 
In bank-wise distribution, most complaints received 
against public sector banks were pension-related while 
most complaints received against private banks were for 
credit cards discrepancies. 
The RBI plans to set up a compliance and tracking system 
portal to tackle the problem of cyber-fraud 
under the ombudsman scheme taking in light 
the growing impetus of banks and financial 
institutions on digital transactions and the 
Centre's push to a less cash economy. 

Gita Gopinath joins International 
Monetary Fund as its first female 

chief economist  08 Jan' 19

India-born economist Gita Gopinath took over as 
the International Monetary Fund’s chief economist, 
becoming the first woman to occupy the top post.

Gopinath joined last 
week and becomes 
the second India-
born economist to 
hold the position 
after former Reserve 
Bank of India 
Governor Raghuram 
Rajan.
Gopinath, the John Zwaanstra Professor of International 
Studies and Economics at Harvard University, succeeded 
Maurice Obstfeld, who had announced in July that he 
would retire at the end of the year. She also serves as the 
financial adviser to the chief minister of Kerala.
Gita Gopinath (born 8 December 1971) is an Indian-
American economist. She is the John Zwaanstra Professor 
of International Studies and Economics at Harvard 
University. She is also a co-director of the International 
Finance and Macroeconomics program at the National 
Bureau of Economic Research and has worked as the 
Economic Adviser to the Chief Minister of Kerala.
Gopinath was appointed as chief economist of the 
International Monetary Fund in October 2018. Her research 
focuses on International Finance and Macroeconomics.
Gopinath was born in Kolkata, India. She holds a B.A. from 
Lady Shri Ram College for Women, University of Delhi 
(1992), Masters in economics from Delhi School of Economics, 
University of Delhi (1994). She completed her M.A. at the 
University of Washington (1996). In 2001, she 
completed her Ph.D at Princeton University. 
She was awarded the Princeton's Woodrow 
Wilson Fellowship Research Award while 
doing her doctorate at Princeton.

Bandhan Bank to acquire Gruh 
Finance in merger deal  08 Jan' 19

Bandhan Bank 
has agreed 
to acquire 

housing finance firm 
Gruh Finance through 
a share swap deal. Gruh 
Finance is promoted 
by the country's largest 
mortgage firm HDFC 
Ltd.
Under the merger cooperation agreement, shareholders 
of Gruh Finance will get 568 shares of Bandhan Bank for 
every 1,000 shares held.
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ICICI Bank and Small Business FinCredit will jointly provide loans worth up to Rs 1 crore to the small and 
medium enterprises. 

The amalgamation will result in enhancement of 
shareholders' value accruing from synergy of operations, 
new products development, integration of technology and 
information, both the companies said in regulatory filings 
to stock exchanges.
It will help in pooling of resources, creating better synergies, 
optimal utilisation of resources and greater 
economies of scale, the filings said.
Bandhan Bank has a market capitalisation 
of Rs 59,800 crore, while Gruh Finance is 
worth Rs 23,224 crore.

Agri, manufacturing sectors to push 
GDP growth to 7.2% in 2018-19: 

CSO  08 Jan' 19

According to 
the Central 
S t a t i s t i c s 

Office (CSO), Indian 
economy is expected 
to grow at 7.2 per cent 
in 2018-19 mainly 
due to improvement 
in the performance of 
agriculture and manufacturing sectors.
The economic growth rate was 6.7 per cent in the previous 
fiscal.
The CSO estimate is, however, a bit lower than 7.4 per cent 
growth projected by the Reserve Bank for the current fiscal.
Releasing the first advance estimates of National Income 
for 2018-19, the CSO said, "The growth in GDP during 
2018-19 is estimated at 7.2 per cent as compared to the 
growth rate of 6.7 per cent in 2017-18."
The gross domestic product (GDP) had expanded by 7.1 
per cent in 2016-17 and 8.2 per cent in 2015-16.
"Real GVA (Gross Value Added) is anticipated to grow at 
7 per cent in the current fiscal as against 6.5 per cent in 
2017-18," it said.
According to the CSO data, the expansion in activities in 
'agriculture, forestry and fishing' is likely to increase to 
3.8 per cent in the current fiscal from 3.4 per cent in the 
preceding year.
The growth of the manufacturing sector is expected to 
accelerate to 8.3 per cent this fiscal, up from 5.7 per cent 
in 2017-18.
However, the mining and quarrying sector growth rate 
is estimated to decline from 2.9 per cent in 2017-18 to 

0.8 per cent in current fiscal. Trade, hotels, transport, 
communication and services related to broadcasting will 
too witness deceleration to 6.9 per cent 
from 8 per cent in the previous fiscal.
The growth rate of public administration, 
defence and other services will also dip to 
8.9 per cent from 10 per cent last fiscal.

RBI sets up panel under Nandan 
Nilekani to boost digital payments   

09 Jan' 19

The Reserve 
Bank of India 
constituted a 

high-level committee 
under Aadhaar 
architect Nandan 
Nilekani to suggest 
measures to strengthen 
the safety and security 
of digital payments in 
the country.
The five-member panel on deepening of digital payments 
has been constituted with a view to encourage digitisation 
of payments and enhance financial inclusion through 
digitisation, the RBI said in a statement. 
"The committee shall submit its report within a period of 
90 days from the date of its first meeting," it added.
The panel has been tasked with reviewing the existing 
status of digitisation of payments in the country, identifying 
the current gaps in the ecosystem and suggesting ways 
to bridge them and assessing the current levels of digital 
payments in financial inclusion.
It has also been asked to undertake cross country analyses 
with a view to identify best practices that can be adopted in 
our country to accelerate digitisation of the economy and 
financial inclusion through greater use of digital payments.
Another term of reference of the panel, the RBI said is to suggest 
a medium-term strategy for deepening of digital payments.
Besides Infosys co-founder Nilekani, other members of the 
panel are former RBI deputy governor H R Khan, former 
MD and CEO of Vijaya Bank Kishore Sansi and former 
secretary in ministries of IT and steel 
Aruna Sharma.
The fifth member is Sanjay Jain, chief 
innovation officer, Centre for Innovation, 
Incubation & Entrepreneurship (CIIE), 
IIM Ahmedabad.
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India's second largest IT services firm Infosys named former Bharti Airtel executive Nilanjan Roy as its chief 
financial officer.

World Bank President Jim Yong kim 
to step down on February 1  09 Jan' 19

World Bank 
P r e s i d e n t 
Jim Yong 

Kim has abruptly 
resigned nearly 
three years ahead of 
schedule to join a 
private infrastructure 
investment firm, 
setting up a potential 
clash between the US and other member countries over 
selecting the head of the world's largest development-
finance institution. His resignation will take effect from 
February 1.
Kim, 58, has been in this position for over six years now. 
He was not due to leave until 2022, after he was re-elected 
for a second five-year term in 2017. "It has been a great 
honour to serve as President of this remarkable institution, 
full of passionate individuals dedicated to the mission of 
ending extreme poverty in our lifetime," Kim said.
He will "join a firm and focus on increasing infrastructure 
investments in developing countries", the World Bank said.
"The work of the World Bank Group is more important 
now than ever as the aspirations of the poor rise all over 
the world, and problems like climate change, pandemics, 
famine and refugees continue to grow in both their scale 
and complexity,” Kim was quoted as saying in a World 
Bank press release. "Serving as President and helping 
position the institution squarely in the middle of all these 
challenges has been a great privilege," Kim said.
Kristalina Georgieva, World Bank CEO, will assume the 
role of interim President effective February 1.
Kim, who was born in Seoul, South Korea, trained as a 
medical doctor. He later went on to join the World Health 
Organization as an adviser, later rising in ranks at the World 
Bank in 2012.
The World Bank said it would "immediately start the 
process" of appointing a replacement.
Kim's decision to quit for the private sector was described 
by sources close to the bank as a sudden and "personal 
decision" that surprised its shareholders – 
the 189 nations that support its work.
The abrupt resignation could prompt a 
clash between the Trump administration 
and other governments over the future of 
the international body.

India’s GDP expected to grow at 7.3% 
in 2018-19: World Bank  09 Jan' 19

India’s GDP 
is expected to 
grow at 7.3 per 

cent in the fiscal 
year 2018-19, and 
7.5 per cent in the 
following two years, 
the World Bank has 
forecast, attributing 
it to an upswing in 
consumption and investment. 
The bank said India will continue to be the fastest growing 
major economy in the world.
“India’s growth outlook is still robust. India is still the 
fastest growing major economy,” World Bank Prospects 
Group Director Ayhan Kose told in an interview. 
“With investment picking up and consumption remaining 
strong, we expect India to grow 7.3 per cent in the fiscal year 
2018-2019, and average 7.5 per cent in 2019 and 2020. India 
registered quite a bit of pick up in doing business ranking. 
The growth momentum is there (in India),” Kose told.
In his latest report, World Bank said that the pace of 
economic growth in India has accelerated. After the increase 
in consumption and the impact of the immediate factors 
slowed down, investment has received rapid support.
He said that domestic demand has increased due to 
structural reforms like recapitalization of banks and 
structural reforms like goods and services tax.
World Bank said that due to the strong domestic demand, the 
current account deficit could remain 2.6 percent of GDP next 
year. He said that due to the rise in prices of fuel and food 
prices, inflation could remain above the central bank's target.
He said that due to GST and banquoquance, the informal 
sector in India will be encouraged by 
changes in the formal sector. Kocse 
said, "Recent statistics of India's growth 
show that the economy remains strong 
even after the immediate restrictions 
(Demoneytization and GST)."

Sri Lanka's Central Bank gets $400 
million swap from RBI  10 Jan' 19

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has agreed to 
provide USD 400 million to Sri Lanka's Central 
Bank under a swap arrangement.
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M D Ranganath had resigned as the CFO from Infosys.

This will boost the island nation's reserves. "The RBI's 
very rapid and timely assistance will serve to boost investor 
confidence by supporting Sri Lanka to maintain adequate 
level of external reserves while accommodating outflow 
related to imports, debt servicing and if necessary support 
for the currency to avoid disorderly adjustment," it said in 
a statement. 
It said that a further request to the RBI for another SWAP 
arrangement of USD 1 billion is "under consideration". 
These are to be made available under the SAARC SWAP 
facility. 
The RBI has agreed to provide the funds under its SAARC 
(South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) Swap 
Facility, the Central Bank said. 
Analysts said the RBI's assistance would be much 
appreciated by Sri Lanka given that the island is still 
recovering from the political and constitutional crisis in 
October and November which had an adverse impact on 
the economy with poor investor sentiment and foreign 
outflows of capital. 
According to data from Sri Lanka Central Bank, foreign 
investors have sold 22.8 billion rupees in Sri Lanka shares 
and net sales of Rs 159.8 billion in government bond 
markets. This triggered pressure on Sri Lanka's rupee and 
its exchange rate reached the lowest level of Rs 183 per US 
dollar till now.
Due to the political crisis, three major 
international rating agencies - Fitch 
Ratings, Standard & Poor's (S & P) and 
Moody's - have reduced the Savrenen 
rating of Sri Lanka.

Cabinet nod to India-Japan USD 
75-bn swap arrangement to curb 

currency volatility  11 Jan' 19

The Union 
C a b i n e t 
approved a 

proposal for a USD 
75-billion bilateral 
swap arrangement 
between India and 
Japan, a move aimed 
at enhancing the 
RBI's ability to manage exchange rate volatility. In a release, 
the government said the Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has approved the proposal for entering into 
an agreement for the bilateral swap arrangement (BSA) 
between India and Japan. 

The arrangement authorises the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) to sign the agreement for bilateral swap arrangement 
between the RBI and the Bank of Japan for a maximum 
amount of USD 75 billion. 
"The swap arrangement is an agreement between India and 
Japan to essentially exchange and re-exchange a maximum 
amount of USD 75 billion for domestic currency, for the 
purpose of maintaining an appropriate level of balance 
of payments for meeting short-term deficiency in foreign 
exchange." 
On benefits of the arrangement, it said the BSA is a good 
example of mutual cooperation between India and Japan 
for strategic objective of assisting each other in times of 
difficulty and for restoring international confidence. 
This facility will enable the agreed amount of capital being 
available to India on tap for use. 
Also, with this arrangement in place, prospects of Indian 
companies would improve in tapping foreign capital as 
there would be greater confidence in stability of country's 
exchange rate. 
"Availability of such swap line to tide over difficulties 
arising out of balance of payment (BOP) would deter 
speculative attacks on the domestic currency and greatly 
enhance the RBI's ability to manage exchange rate 
volatility," the release said. 
The arrangement, it added, is "another milestone" in mutual 
economic cooperation and special strategic 
and global partnership between India and 
Japan. 
The arrangement was announced during 
Modi's visit to Japan in October last year.

Cabinet approves recapitalisation of 
Export-Import Bank of India  17 Jan' 19

The Union 
C a b i n e t , 
chaired by 

the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, 
has approved the 
recapitalization of 
EXIM Bank.  
The details are as 
follows:

• Issuance of Recapitalization Bonds by Government of 
India to the tune of Rs.6,000 crore for capital infusion 
in Export Import Bank of India (Exim Bank). 
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• The equity will be infused in two tranches of Rs. 4,500 

crore in FY 2018-19 and Rs.1,500 crore in FY 2019-20 
respectively.

• The Cabinet also approved an increase in the 
authorized capital of Exim Bank from Rs. 10,000 crore 
to Rs. 20,000 crore. The recapitalisation bonds will be 
on the lines issued to Public Sector Banks.

Major Impact:

• Exim Bank is the principal export credit agency for 
India.

• The infusion of capital into Exim Bank will enable it to 
augment capital adequacy and support Indian exports 
with enhanced ability.

• The infusion will give an impetus to anticipate new 
initiatives like supporting Indian textile industries, 
likely changes in Concessional Finance Scheme 
(CFS), likelihood of new LoCs in future in view of 
India's active foreign policy and strategic intent.

Background:

Exim Bank of India (Exim Bank) was established in 1982 
under an Act of Parliament as the apex financial institution 
for financing, facilitating and promoting India's international 
trade. The Bank primarily lends for exports 
from India including supporting overseas 
buyers and Indian suppliers for export of 
developmental and infrastructure projects, 
equipment, goods and services from India. 
It is regulated by RBI.

GDP growth likely to be tad higher 
at 7.5 pc in FY20, says India Ratings 

and Research  18 Jan' 19

Ac c o r d i n g 
I n d i a 
Ratings and 

Research (Ind-Ra), 
Indian economy is 
likely to grow a tad 
higher at 7.5 per 
cent in 2019-20 on 
account of steady 
improvement in 
major sectors -- industry and services.

According to the advance estimates of the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), the economy may clock a growth rate of 7.2 
per cent in the current financial year, up from 6.7 per cent in 
the previous year. Ind-Ra, a Fitch Group company, expects 
gross domestic product (GDP) growth to be a "tad higher" 
at 7.5 per cent in fiscal 2019-20.
After demonetisation and the GST implementation, the 
agency had expected 2018-19 to be a year of quick recovery 
and, indeed, the recovery has been sharp with GDP growth 
coming in at 7.2 per cent, it said. It further said GDP 
growth would have been even better but for the global 
headwinds caused by an abrupt rise in crude oil prices and 
strengthening of the US dollar, among other factors.
Ind-Ra said it believes that investments are 
slowly but steadily gaining traction, with 
gross fixed capital formation growing 12.2 
per cent in the current fiscal and projected 
to clock 10.3 per cent in the next year.

RBI imposes Rs 1-cr fine on Bank of 
Maharashtra   19 Jan' 19

The Reserve 
Bank of 
India (RBI) 

imposed a Rs 1-crore 
penalty on state-
owned Bank of 
Maharashtra (BoM) 
for non-compliance 
of Know Your 
Customer (KYC) 
guidelines and fraud-classification norms.
This penalty has been imposed taking into account the 
failure of the bank to adhere to directions issued by the 
RBI, the central bank said in a statement.
"This action is based on deficiencies in regulatory 
compliance and is not intended to pronounce upon the 
validity of any transaction or agreement entered into by the 
bank with its customers," it said.
Last year, the RBI had imposed a penalty 
of Rs 1 crore on BoM on account of delay 
on the part of the bank to detect and report 
fraud in an account.

Infosys Limited is an Indian multinational corporation that provides business consulting, information technology 
and outsourcing services.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Ricky Ponting formally 
inducted into ICC 'Hall 

of  Fame'.

Raman: New Indian 
women's cricket coach.

Federer claims record 
third Hopman Cup title.

Olympic silver medallist PV Sindhu 
has been ranked third in the latest 

World Badminton Rankings  24 Dec' 18 

Rio Olympic 
silver medalist 
PV Sindhu 

and her compatriot 
Saina Nehwal retained 
their  position in the 
latest women's  singles 
rankings released by 
the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF). 
Sindhu, continued with 3rd spot (84,264 points),  while 
London Olympic bronze medallist Saina too retained her 
ninth spot with 64,914 points in the year ending ranking.
Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese Taipei (100,267 points) and 
Nozomi Okuhara of Japan (85,907) rankings also remained 
unchanged with no. 1 and 2 spot respectively. In the 
recently concluded BWF World Tour Finals at Guangzhou 
in China Sindhu scripted history to become 
the first Indian to win the title. She defeated 
Okuhara in the Final, wining the first title 
of the year.leased by the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF). 

Raman: New Indian women's cricket 
coach  24 Dec' 18

It has been 22 days 
since WV Raman 
was handed the 

reins of the India 
women’s team. 
They find themselves 
in a situation where 

de¬spite growing from strength to strength, they have to 
to put behind the differences that emerged during and after 
the World T20. Since replacing Ramesh Powar as coach, 
Raman has been quietly going about his work. Though 
there was a bit of chaos during his appointment, few would 
disagree with his credentials.
Since retirement, Raman has been in charge of Tamil Nadu 
and Bengal in the domestic circuit. He has even been a part 
of Kings XI Punjab and Kolkata Knight Riders’ support 
staff. Until recently, he was batting coach at National 
Cricket Academy in Bengaluru. 
He even stepped in to take care of India 
U-19 side when Rahul Dravid was busy 
with India A commitments; another 
indicator of how esteemed Raman is in 
India’s cricketing circle.

Ricky Ponting formally inducted into 
ICC 'Hall of Fame'  27 Dec' 18

Former Australia 
captain Ricky 
Ponting has 

been formally inducted 
into the ICC Cricket 
Hall of Fame.
To mark the occasion, 
Ponting received 
his commemorative 
cap from compatriot ICC Cricket Hall of Famer Glenn 
McGrath during the tea break on the opening day of the 
third Test against India at the MCG.
Ponting was named in the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame along 
with former India captain Rahul Dravid and England 
woman wicketkeeper-batter Claire Taylor during the ICC 
Annual Conference in Dublin in July, which Ponting could 
not attend.

Infosys is the second-largest Indian IT company by 2017 revenues and 596th largest public company in the world 
in terms of revenue.
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Infosys was established by seven engineers in Pune, India, with an initial capital of $250 in 1981.

Ponting, after receiving the cap, said: "It's an incredible 
feeling, I think for it to happen here at the MCG is what 
makes the whole thing a little bit more special. I found out 
today I am one of 25 Australians to be inducted.
"When you play one Test for Australia, you join a very elite 
group of players but now to part of the ICC Hall of Fame, 
you join an even more elite group of cricketers, so it's a 
pretty special day today," Ponting said.
Ponting, a three-time ICC Cricket World Cup winner 
including two times as captain, is the 25th Australia 
cricketer to be formally inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall 
of Fame.
The 44-year-old retired from international cricket in 2012 
after scoring 13,378 runs in 168 Tests with 41 centuries, 
13,704 runs in 375 ODIs with 30 centuries and 401 runs in 
17 T20Is with two half-centuries.
Ponting was named the ICC Player of the Year in 2006 and 
2007 while also being named the ICC Test Player of the 
Year in 2006.
The ICC Cricket Hall of Fame "recognises the achievements 
of the legends of the game from cricket's long and 
illustrious history". It was launched by the 
International Cricket Council  in Dubai 
on 2 January 2009, in association with 
the Federation of International Cricketer' 
Associations (FICA), as part of the ICC's 
centenary celebrations.

Virat kohli's 2018: 2735 international 
runs, 11 hundreds and 4 overseas 

Test wins  28 Dec' 18

India captain Virat 
Kohli once again 
enjoyed a sterling 

year in international 
cricket and ended 
2018 as the number-
one ranked batsman 
in Tests and one-day 
internationals.
Highlights

• Virat Kohli scored 2735 runs across all formats in 
2018 with 11 hundreds

• Kohli became the first Indian captain to retain the 
Border-Gavaskar trophy in Australia

• This year the Indian captain also broke Sachin Tendulkar's 
record to become the fastest to 10000 ODI runs

It comes as no surprise to anyone now that Virat Kohli 
once again dominated a year in international cricket as a 
batsman, but it was his record as captain in Test cricket 
which improved a lot this year thanks to the Indian team's 
wins away from home.
Kohli ended the year as the number-one ranked batsman 
in Tests and one-day internationals for the second-time 
running but more importantly, it was his 
team which consolidated its position at the 
top of the team rankings in Test cricket, 
which would have been more satisfying for 
the captain.

Saurabh Chaudhary sweeps men's 
air pistol national trials  31 Dec' 18

Asian Games 
and Youth 
O l y m p i c 

Games champion 
Saurabh Chaudhary 
swept the 10m air 
pistol trials at the Dr 
Karni Singh Shooting 
Range by winning the 
second trial competitions in both the men's and junior boy's 
categories. Saurabh had won the first trial in both events as 
well and in one final shooting event way above the existing 
world record score.
He won the men's final with a relatively modest 243.3 score, 
leaving behind Punjab's Arjun Singh Cheema, who shot 
239.8 to emerge second. In the junior boy's 
final, Saurabh went higher than his junior 
world record score to shoot 246, pushing 
Army's Deepak Dhariwal to second spot 
with a score of 241.2. 

India Joins An Elite List, Becomes 
Just The Fifth Team To Win 150 Test 

Matches  31 Dec' 18

The Indian 
cricket team 
beat Australia 

by 137 runs in the third 
Test against Australia 
in Melbourne, and 
in doing so, joined 
an elite list of teams 
to have managed to 
record 150 wins in Test cricket.
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Cash-strapped Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services (IL&FS) it has appointed retired Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) official Bijay Kumar as deputy managing director of the company.

India managed to achieve this historic achievement in its 
532nd match and became just the fifth nation to reach the 
landmark. The other four teams in the list are Australia, 
West Indies, South Africa and England.
Australia lead the list with 384 wins in 817 matches, 
followed by England, who have 364 wins in 1007 matches. 
West Indies are the third most successful team in the Test 
history, having won 171 out of their 539 matches. They 
are followed by South Africa, who have 162 wins in 428 
matches. And now, India has joined the list.
Virat Kohli took the honors of being the Indian skipper to 
lead India to its 150th Test win, as he brilliantly maneuvered 
his team in the third Test against Australia. With the series 
tied at 1-1, India put in a clinical display to make sure 
they have a stellar chance of their first ever Test series win 
Down Under.
Spearheaded by Jasprit Bumrah with the ball, who took 
nine wickets in the course of the match, 
India's all-round display was too hot to 
handle for the hosts, who fell well short 
despite a stellar all-round display by Pat 
Cummins.

Smriti Mandhana wins ICC 'Women's 
Cricketer' and 'ODI Player of the year' 

awards  31 Dec' 18

India vice-captain 
Smriti Mandhana 
was Monday 

adjudged 'Women's 
Cricketer of the Year' 
as well as the 'Women's 
ODI Player of the Year' 
by the ICC.
Left-handed opener 
Mandhana won the Rachael Heyhoe Flint Award for the 
'Women's Cricketer of the Year' for scoring 669 runs in 12 
ODIs along with 622 runs in 25 T20 Internationals in 2018.
Mandhana played a crucial role in India's semi-final 
appearance at the Women's World T20 in the West Indies, 
where she scored 178 runs in five matches at a strike-rate 
of 125.35.
She is currently ranked fourth in the ODI rankings and 10th 
in the rankings for T20Is, the ICC said in a statement.
Mandhana became only the second India woman player to 
win an ICC award after fast bowler Jhulan Goswami, who 
was named the ICC Player of the Year in 2007. Australia's 
opening batter and wicketkeeper Alyssa Healy, who came 

up with some superb performances and 
finished with 225 runs in six matches at the 
Women's World T20 in the West Indies, has 
been named the ICC Women's T20I Player 
of the Year.

Mary kom named event ambassador 
of Mumbai Marathon  03 Jan' 19

Six-time women's 
world boxing 
champion and 

Olympic medallist 
M C Mary Kom has 
been named as the 
event ambassador for 
the 16th Tata Mumbai 
Marathon.
The event will be held on January 20.
"The Tata Mumbai Marathon has paved the way for a 
running revolution in India and is the largest showcase of 
individuals pushing boundaries of the human spirit," star 
boxer Mary was quoted as saying in a release issued by 
event organisers, Procam International.
"From being a legend in the world of boxing, to being an 
important catalyst for the growth of sports in India, Mary 
Kom is an inspiration; an individual that epitomises the 
spirit of Tata Mumbai Marathon," said Vivek Singh of 
Procam.
The 35-year-old Mary is the only woman to win the amateur 
world championship on six occasions and the lone woman 
boxer to have won a medal in each one of the seven world 
championships.
The organisers said that with a prize money 
of USD 405,000, the marathon will see 
the participation of over 46,000 runners, 
including elite Indian and international 
athletes.

India make history, win first-ever 
cricket Test series in Australia  07 Jan' 19

Indian cricket got 
its new seminal 
moment after 

talismanic Virat Kohli 
led the country to a 
maiden series victory 
on Australian soil, 
ending a 71-year wait 
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to script a golden chapter in the game's history. The fourth 
and final Test match at the SCG petered to a barren draw due 
to inclement weather but not before providing India with a 
2-1 series win and the Border-Gavaskar Trophy.
It is a rare first Down Under for India since Lala Amarnath's 
side visited the country back in 1947-48 months after 
independence to face Sir Don Bradman's 'Invincibles'.
Things turned out to be a bit of anti-climactic in the end as 
India had a fair chance of adding insult to the injury with a 
3-1 victory margin as they got the home team to follow-on 
in their den for the first time in 30 years after scoring 622 
in their only innings.
It was a 'freeze the frame' as the Indian team took a 'Lap 
of Honour' of the SCG with the both Indian and Australian 
fans cheering them. "This is history and a terrific moment 
for Indian cricket," said country's greatest opener Sunil 
Gavaskar. Such was the fragility of the Australian batting, 
a full day's play possibly could have been enough to win a 
record three Test matches in a single series in Australia had 
the heavens not opened up.
While Australian batting was severely handicapped due 
to the suspensions of their premier batsmen Steve Smith 
and David Warner but it can take nothing away from the 
heady achievement of Kohli's men, who have conquered an 
unchartered frontier with a lion-hearted display.
If this victory is put into perspective with some of Indian 
cricket's famous away series wins, it will be right up there 
both in terms of novelty as well as quality.
Alongside Ajit Wadekar's side's twin triumph in the West 
Indies and England in 1971, Kapil's Devils or Rahul 
Dravid's sides' winning the 1986 or 2007 series in England, 
the members of the current side have now successfully 
etched their names in record books.
Skipper Kohli, who has always focussed on the endeavour 
to make his team the best travelling side, has been finally 
able to walk the talk after the disappointments in South 
Africa and England where poor batting let the team down 
during some of the defining sessions.
In Australia however, it was a near flawless team effort 
from India, especially the bowling unit which has set it up 
for its batsmen for the better part of last year.
While skipper Kohli hit the best hundred of the series 
in terms of sheer class on a difficult Perth Stadium 
track, the unflappable Cheteshwar Pujara (521) and the 
unconventional Jasprit Bumrah (21 wickets) were the 
heroes of the memorable 'first'.
With their full focus on how to decode Kohli's genius, 
Australian team led by an out of depth Tim Paine realised 

late that Pujara has struck from the 'blind side' with his near 
perfect defensive technique and three hundreds.
However it was their batting that let them down and a one 
piece of statistic will scare the die-hard Aussie fans.
The highest score by an Australian batsman in the just-
concluded four-match series is 79 by rookie opener Marcus 
Harris. Leave alone a three-figure score, none of the 
Australian batsman could even cross the 80-run barrier, 
something that legends like Ricky Ponting, Shane Warne, 
Mike Hussey, Ian Chappell found difficult to fathom.
Whether it was the awkward angles along created by 
Bumrah along with some incisive movements, Mohammed 
Shami getting it to rip on occasions, Ishant Sharma hitting 
the right length over after over, India never had it so good 
in terms of consistency in overseas conditions.
Ravichandran Ashwin before he got injured and Ravindra 
Jadeja and Kuldeep Yadav also played their part to 
perfection as Indian bowlers put up relentless pressure on 
the home team batsmen.
While young Prithvi Shaw missed out due to an ankle 
injury, Mayank Agarwal made most of his chances after an 
eternal wait for the India cap with two half centuries.
Rishabh Pant with 350 runs and a sparkling hundred at the 
SCG with a record number of dismissals in an away series 
has now established himself as India's No 1 wicketkeeper 
in the Test format.
No other Asian captain leave alone Indian captain has 
won four away Test matches in South Africa, England and 
Australia in a single calender year.
While India now gear up to switch 
format, Kohli's biggest takeaway will 
be the confidence before they start their 
preparations for the ODI World Cup.

Federer claims record third Hopman 
Cup title in dramatic fashion  07 Jan' 19

Roger Federer 
became the 
most successful 

player in Hopman 
Cup history after 
leading Switzerland 
to a 2-1 win in final 
of the mixed team 
tournament in Perth.
Federer became the first player to win three Hopman 
Cups, teaming with Belinda Bencic for the duo’s second 
consecutive title.

Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services has also appointed N Srinivasan as a non-executive director of the 
company.
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Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services Limited (IL&FS) is an Indian infrastructure development and finance 
company.

For the second year in a row, the Swiss beat the German 
pairing of Alexander Zverev and Angelique Kerber by 
claiming a deciding mixed doubles rubber loaded with 
drama.
It was Switzerland’s fourth title overall, behind only the US 
with six. Federer first won the Hopman Cup back in 2001 
when he teamed with Martina Hingis.
Federer was a dominant figure in an 
extraordinary doubles match as the Swiss 
claimed the abbreviated format 4-0, 1-4, 
4-3 (5-4) to clinch the title.

Sehrawat Stars as Bengaluru Bulls 
Are Crowned Champions of Pro 

kabaddi League Season Six  07 Jan' 19

Raider Pawan 
S e h r a w a t 
starred for 

Bengaluru Bulls as 
they defeated Gujarat 
Fortunegiants 38-33 
in a pulsating final to 
lift their maiden Pro 
Kabaddi League title 
in Mumbai.
Sehrawat accumulated 22 points in his 25 raids and 
turned the match on its head as he single-handedly took 
the southern outfit to a memorable win. Their second-best 
player was Sumit Singh (3 points).
Pawan was the difference between the two teams as he 
pulled back his side into the game after trailing 9-16 after 
the first half at the NSCI Dome at Worli. 
Bengaluru and Gujarat were tied at 29-29 at one point. 
Again it was Pawan, who grabbed two points for his team, 
to take them 31-29 ahead, with two minutes remaining for 
the final whistle. 
Bengaluru went home richer by Rs 3 
crore while Gujarat bagged Rs 1.80 crore 
as prize money. The seventh season of 
the Pro Kabaddi League will begin in 
July.

86th national billiards & snooker 
meet in Indore from Jan 18  08 Jan' 19

The 86th National Billiards and Snooker 
Championship will be held in Indore from 18 
January to 10 Feburary 2019.

Madhya Pradesh Billiards and Snooker Association 
president Bholu Mehta told to PTI that the preparations 
are underway for the tournament, which will be held at the 
Yashwant Club.
He said in the 24-day event, the competition 
would be held under different categories, 
including under-16, under-19 along with 
senior class.

10-year-old Anahat wins British 
Junior Open  08 Jan' 19

Na t i o n a l 
C h a m p i o n 
and Asia 

number one Anahat 
Singh has won the 
U-11 British Junior 
Open squash event.
The 10-year-old 
toppled Whitney 
Wilson of Malaysia in four close games to grab the title.
Anahat, seeded 3/4 in the Girls' U11 event, triumphed 13-
11, 11-9, 7-11, 11-9 over the top seeded Wilson, who had 
dropped only one game on her way to the final.
The British Junior Open (BJO) is the most 
prestigious event on the Junior squash 
calendar, attracting the best talent from 
around the world. This year, 50 nations 
were represented by 680 players.

Tata Open Maharashtra  09 Jan' 19

Rohan Bopanna 
c o m b i n e d 
his booming 

serves with exquisite 
backhand winners 
during his blossoming 
partnership with Divij 
Sharan as the Indian 
pair won its maiden 
tour title  of Tata Open Maharashtra.
Bopanna lost just four points on his serve during the entire 
title-clash as the top seeded Indians produced a dominating 
6-3, 6-4 win over British pair of Luke Bambridge and 
Jonny O'Maara.
This was veteran Bopanna's 18th ATP tour title while 
Sharan has now won his fourth tournament on the circuit 
and first on the Indian soil.
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Bopanna carried the team smartly in this tournament even 
as Sharan would require to do more when they compete 
against tougher opponents at the Australian Open.
Before this, Bopanna won the Vienna event in October 
2017 with Pablo Cuevas and Sharan won the Antwerp 
trophy with Scott Lipksy in the same month.
It is the first title for both Bopanna and Sharan on the ATP 
World Tour after more than a year after 
ending the 2018 season without a trophy 
even as they grabbed an Asian Games gold 
and immediately decided to join forces, 
keeping in mind the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Sharath kamal wins record-breaking 
ninth national title  10 Jan' 19

Veteran Sharath 
Kamal broke 
K a m l e s h 

Mehta's long-
standing record of 
most national titles 
by winning his ninth 
crown following a 
gruelling final against 
India teammate G Sathiyan.
An exciting final was on the cards with world number 30 
taking on 31st ranked Sathiyan. And what a final it turned 
out to be with Sharath securing it 4-3.
Achanta Sharath Kamal is a professional table tennis player 
from Tamil Nadu, India. He is the second Indian table 
tennis player to become 8 times national champion after 
Kamlesh Mehta. His current world rank is 31, as of october, 
2018. He beat Joo Se Hyuk and Chuang Chih-yuan, world 
no. 8 and 16 respectively in 2015 28th 
Asian cup at Jaipur . Sharath won the men's 
singles gold in the 16th Commonwealth 
table tennis championship held at Kuala 
Lumpur in 2004. He is a recipient of the 
Arjuna award for the year 2004.

Mary kom becomes world No 1 boxer 
in latest AIBA rankings  10 Jan' 19

MC Mary Kom’s unprecedented sixth world title 
triumph has propelled her to the number one 
position in the International Boxing Association’s 

(AIBA) latest world rankings.
The diminutive Manipuri became the most successful 
boxer in world championships’ history when she claimed 

the 48kg category top 
honours in November 
last year in Delhi. In 
the updated rankings 
put out by AIBA, 
Mary Kom is placed 
top of the charts in the 
weight division with 
1700 points.
The 36-year-old will have to jump to 51kg in pursuit of 
her 2020 Olympic dream as 48kg is not yet included in the 
Games roster.
The mother-of-three enjoyed a stellar 2018, picking up gold 
medals at the Commonwealth Games and a tournament in 
Poland. She also won a silver at the prestigious Strandja 
Memorial in Bulgaria.
Among other Indians, Pinki Jangra is placed eighth in the 
51kg category list. Asian silver-medallist Manisha Maun 
holds the same position in the 54kg category.
Former world silver-medallist Sonia Lather was placed 
at the second spot in the 57kg division despite enduring a 
disappointing 2018, during which she finished medal-less 
at the Asian Games.
World bronze-medallist Simranjit Kaur 
(64kg), who was crowned the national 
champion a few days back, took the fourth 
position in her weight category. Following 
her was former world champion L Sarita 
Devi at the 16th spot.

kei Nishikori's ATP drought ends at 
Brisbane International  10 Jan' 19

Kei Nishikori 
has finally 
s n a p p e d 

a title drought 
that stretched 52 
tournaments, nine 
finals defeats and 
nearly three years.
The Japanese world 
No.9 got the monkey off his back in a 6-4 3-6 6-2 defeat 
of impressive 22-year-old Daniil Medvedev in Brisbane 
International final.
Second-seeded Nishikori peeled off four straight games to 
erase a 3-0 deficit to win the first set and ensured missed 
opportunities in the second set didn't haunt him as he 
sprinted clear in the decider.

IL&FS operates through more than 250 subsidiaries including IL & FS Investment managers, IL & FS financial 
services and IL & FS Transportation networks India Limited.
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Nishikori last won a title in February 2016, with a loss 
in Tokyo to Medvedev last year and another final loss 
in Brisbane two years ago particularly 
frustrating for the favourite.
He missed last year's Australian swing with 
a wrist injury and was beaming when he 
lifted the trophy on Pat Rafter Arena.

Bengaluru Raptors win Premier 
Badminton League  14 Jan' 19

Bengaluru Raptors 
defeated Mumbai 
Rockets by 4-3 to 

win their maiden Premier 
Badminton League title.
World No. 18 Anders 
Antonsen lost narrowly 
to the Bengaluru skipper 
Srikanth when the two 
faced off in that battle at the beginning of this week.
Any hope of a turnaround was dashed by a 
superb Srikanth who grabbed a 15-7, 15-10 
victory.
The Bengaluru talisman rode on his 
smashes to open up a 5-1 lead and extended 
it to 10-4 in a completely one-sided display.

India’s Satyarup becomes world’s 
youngest mountaineer to climb 7 

peaks, 7 volcano summits  18 Jan' 19

Indian mountaineer 
Satyarup Siddhanta 
became the world’s 

youngest mountaineer 
to climb the seven 
highest peaks and 
volcanic summits 
across all continents. 
He achieved the unique 
feat at the age of 35 
years and 262 days, setting a new world record by beating 
Australia's Daniel Bull who did it at the age of 36 years and 
157 days. 
Summiting the world’s seven mountain peaks refers to 
climbing the highest mountains of each of the seven 
continents. The highest mountains of each of the seven 
continents include Mount Everest in Asia, Mt Aconcagua 

in South America, Mt Denali in North America, Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Africa, Mt Vinson Massif in Antartica, 
Mount Elbrus in Europe, Carstensz Pyramid in Oceania 
and Mt Kosciuszko in Australia.
The West Bengal-based IT professional, who currently 
works in Bengaluru, belongs to Haridevpur in South 
Kolkata and is a software engineer by profession. 
Despite being an asthma patient, Satyarup holds an 
illustrious record of conquering several treacherous 
summits including Mt Kilimanjaro in Africa, Mt Elbrus 
in Europe, Mt Denali in Alaska and Mt Mont Blanc in 
France.
He successfully climbed Mount Everest in 
2016. Before that in 2012, he climbed Mt. 
Vinson in Antarctica. He has also summited 
Mont Blanc and Carsten’s Pyramid in 
Papua New Guinea, which is the highest 
point in Oceania.

Georgian Grandmaster Levan 
Pantsulaia won the 17th Delhi 

International Chess tournament   
19 Jan' 19 

Third seed Georgian 
Grandmaster Levan 
Pantsulaia won the 

17th Delhi International 
Chess tournament after 
settling for a quick draw 
with Grandmaster SL 
Narayanan in the 10th and 
final round, in New Delhi.
It was a seven-way tie at the top between Pantsulaia 
(Georgia), Mosadeghpour Masoud (Iran), Stupak Kirill 
(Belarus), Amonatov Farrukh (Tajikistan), Diptayan 
Ghosh, Abhijeet Gupta, and Narayanan on eight points 
apiece in the event but Levan was declared the winner 
based on his better tie-break.
There were norms galore at the tournament. International 
Masters Gukesh D and Visakh NR secured GM norms while 
Aditya Mittal, Saurabh Ananad, Bharat Kumar Reddy and 
Neelash Saha scored IM Norms respectively.
Bommini Mounika Akshaya of Andhra 
Pradesh scored a Women's International 
Master norm from her performance in New 
Delhi. Mounika beat Kamdar Udit in her 
final round game.

Former Nigerian president Shehu Shagari, who was in power between 1979 and 1983, died aged 93.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate the 

106th Indian Science 
Congress.

Cabinet approves Gaganyaan 

project.

Chinese Spacecraft Makes 
First-Ever Landing On 
Dark Side Of  Moon.

IL&FS projects include some of the largest infrastructure projects in India including India's longest tunnel, 
Chenani-Nashri Tunnel.

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
launches IFC-IOR at IMAC in 

Gurugram  25 Dec' 18

Defence Minister 
N i r m a l a 
S i t h a r a m a n  

launched the 
Information Fusion 
Centre - Indian Ocean 
Region, IFC-IOR 
at the Information 
Management and 
Analysis Centre, IMAC 
in Gurugram.
Speaking on the occasion, Ms Sitharaman said, the 
objective of having an IFC-IOR is more for partners, equals 
to work towards keeping the global commons safe and 
democratically available for all. 
She said, in addition to utilising the collective wisdom and 
resources towards addressing the myriad challenges in 
the region, the IFC-IOR will help interface and integrate, 
wherein, the country will benefit from each other’s best 
practices and expertise. The Defence Minister said, IFC-
IOR will help foster bonds of trust, camaraderie and 
partnership.
Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba said,  IFC - IOR shall 
be a collaborative construct that will work with partners, 
countries as well as international agencies to enhance 
maritime security and safety.
He said that it will also aim to work closely with the multi-
national constructs and other information fusion centres. 
Admiral Lanba said, the IFC-IOR will work towards 
capability building in the region, coordination of incident 
response and disaster relief in time and share submarine 
safety information.

Apart from representation by officials from 
the Ministries of Defence, External Affairs, 
Home Affairs, Shipping and Ambassadors 
and Resident Defence Attaches of partner 
countries also participated in the event.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurat the 106th Indian Science 

Congress  26 Dec' 18

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
will inaugurate 

the 106th Indian 
Science Congress on 
January 3 next 2019 
at Lovely Professional 
University in Phagwara, 
Punjab. 
A release by LPU Chancellor Ashok Mittal said the 
theme of the four-day event is 'Future India: Science and 
Technology'.
Modi will also address an audience of about 30,000 
scientists, researchers and students on the occasion, he said.
The Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA) has been 
organising the event annually to bring together science 
fraternity from across the world to discuss innovations and 
researches.
This year, six Nobel laureates from countries like Germany, 
Hungary, England and others will be participating in the 
science congress to make it the largest such gathering of its 
kind in the country.
Cabinet ministers including Union Science and Technology 
Minister Harsh Vardhan and Textile Minister Smriti Irani 
will also attend the event. Eminent scientists from Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO), Department of 
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Senior CPI leader and former Odisha MLA Parsuram Panda passed away. He was 86.

Science and Technology, University Grants Commission 
and All India Council for Technical 
Education (AICTE) are also slated to take 
part.
The science congress will attract over 
20,000 delegates including 3000 acclaimed 
scientists and researchers.

Cabinet approves Gaganyaan project 
29 Dec' 18

The Union Cabinet 
approved the 
G a g a n y a a n 

project under which 
a three-member crew 
will be sent to space 
for at least seven days.
The project will cost Rs 
10,000 crore.
The Gaganyaan project was announced by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in his Independence Day speech. He had 
said the mission will be undertaken by 2022. India has 
already inked agreements with Russia and France for 
assistance in the ambitious project.
Indian ministers approved a budget of $1.4 billion (roughly 
Rs. 9,700 crores) to provide technology and infrastructure 
for the programme, according to a government statement. 
It said the cabinet had approved financing to launch an 
Indian-developed craft in a "low earth orbit for a mission 
duration ranging from one orbital period to a maximum of 
seven days."
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced in August that 
India will launch a manned space flight by 2022 with at 
least one astronaut.
India plans to undertake two unmanned and one 
manned flight as part of its Gaganyaan (Sky-Vehicle) 
Programme. 
The country has invested heavily in its space 
programme in the past decade, stepping up its rivalry 
with China.
The Indian Space Research Organisation also announced 
in July that it planned to send an unmanned mission to the 
moon in 2019. 
India launched an orbiter to Mars in 2013 
which is still operational and last year 
launched a record 104 satellites in one 
blast-off.

Chinese Spacecraft Makes First-Ever 
Landing On Dark Side Of Moon   

03 Jan' 19

A Chinese lunar 
rover 'Chang'e-4' 
landed on the 

far side of the moon, 
becoming the world's 
first spacecraft to touch 
down on the moon's 
uncharted side never 
visible from Earth.
The lunar explorer Chang'e-4 probe touched down on the 
far side of the moon and sent photos. The probe, comprising 
a lander and a rover, landed at the preselected landing area 
at 177.6 degrees east longitude and 45.5 degrees south 
latitude on the far side of the moon at 10:26 am (local time), 
China National Space Administration (CNSA) announced.
The probe was launched by a Long March-3B carrier rocket 
on December 8 from the Xichang Satellite Launch Centre 
in Sichuan Province.
It landed on the Von Karman crater in the South Pole-
Aitken basin and then sent back a picture of the landing site 
shot by one of the monitor cameras on the probe's lander, 
marking the world's first image taken on the moon's far 
side. The picture, published by the China National Space 
Administration, shows the place where Chang'e 4's rover 
will be heading to roam and survey.
The successful landing formally inaugurated the world's 
first expedition to the far side that never faces the Earth 
and is expected to fulfil scientists' long-held aspiration to 
closely observe the enormous region, state-run China Daily 
reported. Tidal forces on Earth slow the moon's rotation to 
the point where the same side always faces Earth. The other 
side, most of which is never visible from Earth, is the far 
side of the moon.
Though the far side has been extensively photographed by 
spacecraft, starting with a Soviet probe in 1959, no probe 
had ever made a soft landing onto it. So scientists around 
the world had not been able to conduct close observations 
and surveys of the region for decades.
Direct communication with the far side of the moon, 
however, is not possible, which is one of the many 
challenges for the Chang'e-4 lunar probe mission.
China launched a relay satellite, named Queqiao, in May, 
to set up a communication link between the Earth and 
Chang'e-4 lunar probe.
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This is the first time an attempt is made to explore the far 
side of the moon. Since the moon's revolution cycle is 
the same as its rotation cycle, the same side always faces 
Earth.
The other face, most of which cannot be seen from Earth, is 
called the far side or "dark side" of the moon, not because 
it is dark, but because most of it is uncharted.
The Chang'e-4 mission will be a key step in revealing the 
moon's mysterious side, a report by state-run Xinhua news 
agency said.
The scientific tasks of the Chang'e-4 mission include low-
frequency radio astronomical observation, surveying the 
terrain and landforms, detecting the mineral composition 
and shallow lunar surface structure, and measuring 
the neutron radiation and neutral atoms to study the 
environment on the far side of the moon, according to 
CNSA.
Chang'e-4 mission has four scientific payloads developed 
by scientists from the Netherlands, 
Germany, Sweden and Saudi Arabia.
Chang'e 4 is the fourth lunar probe 
launched by China since the country's 
lunar programme was opened in 2004.

PM Modi inaugurates Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel Institute of Medical 

Sciences and Research  17 Jan' 19

Prime Minister 
N a r e n d r a 
M o d i  

inaugurated Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
Institute of Medical 
Sciences and 
Research in Gujarat's 
Ahmedabad. This 
institute is built 
by Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation. This super-
speciality public hospital is equipped with all modern 
amenities including an air ambulance. Keeping with 
the spirit of Digital India, this is a completely paperless 
hospital which will serve the common man and support 
the overarching vision of Ayushman Bharat. Prime 
Minister also inaugurated Vibrant Gujarat Global 

Trade Show at the Mahatma Mandir Exhibition cum 
Convention Center in Gandhinagar. The trade show is 
part of 9th Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit which will be 
inaugurated by the Prime Minister.
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Institute 
of Medical Sciences and Research 
(SVPIMSR) is a new super specialties 
teaching hospital, showing the way to the 
nation by transforming healthcare in every 
direction.

Super Blood Wolf Moon Lunar Eclipse 
2019  19 Jan' 19

The only total 
Lunar Eclipse 
of 2019, 

which is also being 
called as Super Blood 
Wolf Moon is over. 
The first pictures of 
the rare phenomenon 
are out now. The 
Moon appeared 
reddish and closer to Earth, and the total eclipse lasted for 
62 minutes.
This rare total lunar eclipse spectacle was visible around 
the world, including North America, Central America, 
South America, Britain, Sweden, Portugal, France and 
Spain among others. India was not able to witness the total 
lunar eclipse.
The full moon is the lunar phase when the Moon appears 
fully illuminated from Earth's perspective. This occurs 
when Earth is located between the Sun and the Moon. 
This means that the lunar hemisphere facing Earth – the 
near side – is completely sunlit and appears as a circular 
disk, while the far side is dark. The full moon occurs once 
roughly every month.
When the Moon moves into Earth's shadow, a lunar eclipse 
occurs, during which all or part of the Moon's face may 
appear reddish due to the Rayleigh scattering of blue 
wavelengths and the refraction of sunlight 
through Earth's atmosphere. Lunar eclipses 
happen only during full moon and around 
points on its orbit where the satellite may 
pass through the planet's shadow.

Hong Kong-born filmmaker Ringo Lam, best known for directing influential crime film City on Fire, has died. He 
was 63.



MICA  MARCH 201954

NEWS BITES MISCELLANEOUS

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Union Cabinet clears 
merger of  Dena Bank 
and Vijaya Bank with 

Bank of  Baroda.

Vinesh Phogat becomes 
first Indian to be 

nominated for Laureus 
World Sports Award.

Japan ranks first in  
Henley Passport Index 

2019.

The CPI leader Parsuram Panda had represented Chhatrapur constituency in Ganjam district in the state Assembly 
from 1990 to 1995.

The National Consumer Day   
24 Dec' 18

The National 
Consumer Day 
was observed 

across India on 
December 24, 2018 
with the theme “Timely 
Disposal of Consumer 
Complaints”.
On this day, the 
Consumer Protection Act, 1986 had received the assent 
of the president. The enactment of the Act is considered 
as a historic milestone in the consumer movement in the 
country.
The day provides an opportunity to highlight the 
importance of the consumer movement and the need to 
make every consumer more aware of their rights and 
responsibilities.
About National Consumer Day

• The day is celebrated annually on 24 December to 
mark the enactment of the Consumer Protection 
Act, 1986, that was enacted on December 24, 
1986.

• Observance of this day provides an opportunity 
for individuals to highlight the importance of the 
consumer movement and promote the basic rights and 
responsibilities of all consumers.

• The day also reminds the producers 
and distributors of goods and 
services about their responsibility 
towards the protection of consumer 
rights.

Niti Aayog's SDG India index 2018  
24 Dec' 18

Himachal Pradesh, 
Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu 

have emerged as top 
performing states in Niti 
Aayog's SDG India index 
2018, which evaluates 
progress in social, 
economic and environmental terms, according to a report. 
Assam, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh are the worst performing 
states in the government think tank's first of its kind India 
Index for Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 
The Aayog has developed the SDG India Index which is 
a comprehensive index to measure progress of states/UTs, 
through a single measurable index and the First Baseline 
Report for 2018 was prepared with the support of United 
Nations in India.  The index took into account 13 out of 
17 goals specified by United Nation's as SDGs and left out 
four goals because of lack of data at the state level. 
Under the index, states will be monitored on real time basis 
across 62 of 306 national indicators outlined by the United 
Nations.  The United Nations sponsored SDG has 17 goals, 
169 targets and 306 national indicators. 
"Kerala's top rank is attributed to its superior performance 
in providing good health, reducing hunger, achieving 
gender equality and providing quality education. 
"Himachal Pradesh ranks high on providing clean water and 
sanitation, in reducing inequalities and preserving mountain 
ecosystem," the document titled 'SDG India Index Baseline 
Report 2018' said. Among the UTs, Chandigarh took the 
lead because of its exemplary performance in providing 
clean water and sanitation to people.
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With regard to poverty reduction, the states which have 
done well include Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram and Tamil Nadu. On 'zero hunger' parameters, 
Goa, Kerala, Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland were the 
front runners, according to the document. 
The SDGs are an ambitious commitment by world leaders 
which set out a universal and an unprecedented agenda 
which embraces economic, environmental and social 
aspects of the wellbeing of societies. The progress of 
the world to meet the SDGs, largely depends on India's 
progress. India played a prominent role in the formulation 
of SDGs and much of the country's National Development 
Agenda is mirrored in the SDGs. 
"They are a part of 'Transforming our 
world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development', which was adopted by 
193 member states at the historic United 
Nations General Assembly Summit in 
September 2015, and came into effect on 
January 1, 2016."  

Cabinet approves setting up of the 
National Commission for Indian System 

of Medicine Bill, 2018  28 Dec' 18

The Cabinet 
approved the 
draft National 

Commission for Indian 
Systems of Medicine 
(NCIM) Bill, 2018, 
which seeks to replace 
the existing regulator 
Central Council for Indian Medicine (CCIM) with a new 
body to ensure transparency.
Salient features:

The draft bill provides for the constitution of a National 
Commission with four autonomous boards entrusted 
with conducting overall education of Ayurveda, under 
Board of Ayurveda and Unani, Siddha &Sowarigpa 
under Board of Unaini, Siddha and Sowarigpa. There 
are two common Boards namely, Board of assessment 
and rating to assess and grant permission to educational 
institutions of Indian systems of Medicine and Board 
of ethics and registration of practitioners of Indian 
systems of medicine to maintain National Register and 
ethical issues relating to practice under the National 
Commission for Indian Medicine.
It also proposes a common entrance exam and an exit 
exam, which all graduates will have to clear to get 

practicing licenses. Further, a teacher's eligibility test has 
been proposed in the Bill to assess the standard of teachers 
before appointment and promotions.
The draft bill is aimed at bringing reforms in the medical 
education of Indian medicine sector in lines with the 
National Medical Commission proposed for setting up for 
Allopathy system of medicine. The proposed regulatory 
structure will enable transparency and 
accountability for protecting the interest of 
the general public. The NCIM will promote 
availability of affordable healthcare 
services in all parts of the country

Union Cabinet clears merger of Dena 
Bank and Vijaya Bank with Bank of 

Baroda  02 Jan' 18

The Union govt. 
approved the 
merger of Dena 

Bank and Vijaya Bank 
with Bank of Baroda 
(BoB).
With the merger, BoB 
will become the country’s third-largest bank after State 
Bank of India and ICICI Bank.
“There will be no impact on the service conditions of the 
employees and there will be no retrenchment following the 
merger,” Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad told 
reporters about the decisions taken by the Union Cabinet.
The merger had been designed to make BoB as merged 
entity, a globally competitive lender.
Bank of Baroda is an Indian International banking and 
financial services company headquartered in Vadodara 
(earlier known as Baroda) in Gujarat, India. It has a 
corporate office in Mumbai.
Based on 2017 data, it is ranked 1145 on Forbes Global 2000 
list. BoB has total assets in excess of `3.58 trillion (making 
it India’s 2nd biggest bank by assets), a network of 5538 
branches in India and abroad, and 10441 ATMs as of July, 
2017.The government of India announced the merger of 
Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank on September 
17, 2018 to create the country's third largest lender. The 
envisaged amalgamation will be the first-ever three-way 
consolidation of banks in the country, with a combined 
business of Rs 14.82 lakh crore, making it the third largest 
bank after State Bank of India (SBI) and ICICI Bank.
The bank was founded by the Maharaja of Baroda, Maharaja 
Sayajirao Gaekwad III on 20 July 1908 in the Princely State 

Indian American Varun Rai has been appointed as the director of the Energy Institute at the University of Texas.
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of Baroda, in Gujarat. The bank, along 
with 13 other major commercial banks of 
India, was nationalised on 19 July 1969, 
by the Government of India and has been 
designated as a profit-making public sector 
undertaking (PSU).

Indian-Origin Singapore Student 
Wins Gold Medals at World Memory 

Championships  02 Jan' 19

A 12-year-old 
Indian-origin 
s t u d e n t 

Dhruv Manoj from 
Singapore has bagged 
two gold medals at 
the World Memory 
Championships held 
in Hong Kong.
Dhruv Manoj won in the "names and faces" and "random 
words" disciplines, beating 56 other contestants in the "kids 
category" in the competition held from December 20-22. 
Dhruv, who just finished primary school, memorised more than 
seven decks of shuffled cards in an hour; 1,155 binary numbers 
in half that time, and 87 names and faces in 15 minutes.
The only Singaporean in the competition which had over 260 
contestants from China, Russia, India, Taiwan and Malaysia, 
Dhruv stood out with his stupendous memory. Dhruv has 
mastered the Roman memory technique of creating "memory 
palaces", which works by associating the ideas or objects to be 
memorised with scenes imagined at familiar locations, such as 
one's house. Training for Hong Kong competition was tougher 
for Dhruv, who is also a head prefect, a sprinter in the track 
and field team and a member of the computer club.
Dhruv said he would squeeze in two to three hours of 
practice a week before the vital Primary 
School Leaving Examination (PSLE) after 
six years of first level of schooling. He 
only began intensive training in October, 
memorising binary numbers and cards for 
about four to six hours a day.

Sound designer Resul Pookutty 
elected Sound Editors Guild Of 

America board member  09 Jan' 19

Oscar-winning sound designer Resul Pookutty 
announced that he has been named one of the board 
members of Motion Pictures Sound Editors Guild 

Of America (MPSE). 
47-year-old Pukutty 
tweeted
"Absolutely delighted 
to share with you 
all that I'm elected 
as one of the Board 
Members of #MPSE 
(Motion Pictures 
Sound Editors Guild Of America).
"Sharing my name and seat with some of most prolific 
names in the industry... Huge honour for Indian Film 
Industry. First of it's kind!" Pookutty, who is currently in 
Los Angeles, his "second home", wrote. He also called the 
city "a land that has given me everything!" 
Pookutty earlier shared a WhatsApp screenshot which also 
mentioned other names of members, who along with him have 
been elected for a two-year term.  They include James Barth, 
Perry LaMaca, Paulette Victor Lifton, David Barber, Garrett 
Montgomery, Daniel Blanck, Miguel Araujo and Jamey Scott.
According to its website, MPES, founded 
in 1953, is an organisation "dedicated to 
improving the recognition of its members 
by educating the public and the rest of the 
filmmaking community as to the artistic 
merit of sound editing".

WEF recognises Tata Steel's 
Netherlands plant as 'factory of the 

future'  11 Jan' 18

The World Economic Forum (WEF) announced that 
Tata Steel's plant at IJmuiden in the Netherlands 
has been inducted into its prestigious community, 

a distinction awarded to manufacturing facilities which 
are seen as leaders in technologies of the 'Fourth Industrial 
Revolution'. Assessing more than 1,000 factories in 2018, 
the WEF recognised Tata Steel's IJmuiden plant and six 
others as 'Manufacturing Lighthouses' state-of-the-art 
production facilities which successfully adopt and integrate 
the cutting-edge technologies of the future and drive 
financial and operational impact.
This makes Tata Steel part of a network of just 16 key 
factories to create the world's leading learning platforms 
for production. To aid the learning and adoption of 
technologies by other companies, the 'Lighthouse' 
companies are committed to open their doors and share 
their knowledge with other manufacturing businesses. 
Hans Fischer, CEO of Tata Steel in Europe, said, "It's an 
honour to be recognised by the World Economic Forum 

Jai Narain Prasad Nishad was an Indian politician and member of parliament from Muzaffarpur Lok Sabha 
Constituency in the Indian State of Bihar. 
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Branch Name Phone Number

Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136

Ahmedabad 9227575027

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Prayagraj (Allahabad) 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816

Ambikapur 8823868882

Amritsar 9646606160

Asansol 7076880723

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bangalore 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhopal-Lalghati 9229174902

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Chennai 8939777224

Coimbatore 8110967668

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671/9250239674

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723/24

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Ayodhya (Faizabad) 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9204311416

Ghaziabad 9212229752/24

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9229174910

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865 /8790034792

Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar

7032410704

Indore 7581800952

Jabalpur 9229174905

Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894

Jammu 9419305561

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhalandhar 8557088164

Jhansi 9235253424

'Raja Mansingh Tomar Honour' was given to the Sankat Mochan Pratishthan in Varanasi for 2017.
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Jodhpur 9636512855

Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

Kanpur Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133

Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497/8017652045

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow Alambagh 
PO

9235253521

Lucknow Alambagh 
SSC

9235253438/66

Lucknow Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar

9235253548

Lucknow Mahanagar 
PO

9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram

9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 9208235067

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9208243884

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Munger 8881667750

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614

Nagpur Gandhinagar 9272273686/9272295576

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patiala 9780859721

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438

Rajkot 9979316870

Rampur 9208255388

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Rohtak 8930403886

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Tirupati 9581933099

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vijaywada 8886309897

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661

The Tansen Music Festival is organised every year by the MP culture department in the memory of Tansen, one of 
the greatest artists in Indian history.
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Senior Congress leader and former MLA Dr Kalpana Parulekar died. She was 67.

as one of a handful of manufacturing facilities worldwide 
which set a global benchmark for the factory of the future. 
This is an acknowledgement of both the thriving culture 
of innovation at Tata Steel, and our advanced analytics 
team's vision and commitment to realising more efficient, 
productive and responsible steelmaking". Tata Steel's 
site at IJmuiden has been lauded for its pioneering use of 
advanced analytics to optimise the way raw materials are 
used, increase the yield at every step of the steelmaking 
process and further improve logistics between the different 
processes and the quality of the product for customers. 
Additionally, the recently established 
Advanced Analytics Academy gives 
Tata Steel employees an impetus to find 
solutions for waste reduction, quality 
improvement and overall reliability of 
production processes.

Virat kohli and Ravi Shastri get 
honorary membership of Sydney 

Cricket Ground  14 Jan' 19

India skipper Virat Kohli and coach Ravi Shastri 
received the honorary membership of the Sydney 
Cricket Ground (SCG) for their contribution to the 

sport of cricket. The Indian team defeated Australia 2-1 in 
the four-match Test series, ending the country's 71-year-
old wait for a rare series win Down Under.
"The SCG congratulates Team India for securing its 
first Test series win on Australian soil. 
It is wonderful to see the world's largest 
cricketing nation putting its focus firmly 
on Test cricket - a step that will reinforce 
the pre-eminence of Tests in the global 
cricketing landscape." 

Henley Passport Index  16 Jan' 19

Japan, for the second time in a row, has topped a global 
index for the world's most powerful passport in 2019, 
while India ranked at the 79th position. According to 

the Henley Passport Index, which periodically measures 
the access each country's travel document affords, Japan 
retained its top spot as the world's most travel-friendly 
passport due to the document's access to 190 countries.
India jumped two positions from 81st in 2018 to 79th this 
year. Afghanistan, Pakistan and Nepal 
ranked further low at 104, 102 and 94 
respectively. Elsewhere in Asia, China 
jumped almost 20 places in just two years, 
from 85th in 2017 to 69th this year.

Mukesh Ambani in top Global Thinkers 
list of Foreign Policy  17 Jan' 19

Richest Indian Mukesh Ambani has featured in the 
top Global Thinkers 2019 ranking of the prestigious 
'Foreign Policy' publication alongside Alibaba 

founder Jack Ma, Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos and IMF head 
Christine Lagarde. The publication on its website released 
a few of the names in the 2019 list of 100 Thinkers.
“With a fortune of $ 44.3 billion, Mukesh Ambani 
displaced Jack Ma in 2018 as Asia’s richest man. Ambani’s 
fortune comes from his holdings in the oil, gas, and retail 
sectors, but he’s likely to make his biggest impact on India 
through his new telecom venture Jio,” it said. Ambani is 
Chairman and Managing Director of Reliance Industries 
Ltd. Reliance Jio is a subsidiary of RIL.
“Offering cellular data and voice free for the first six 
months after Jio’s launch, he got more than 100 million 
to sign up -- accelerating a smartphone internet revolution 
in the world’s largest democracy.” “The next stage of 
Ambani’s plan is to use the digital airwaves to sell content 
and lifestyle products, eventually competing with Google 
and Facebook.
“The first group comprises thinkers who have had an 
enormous impact on the world in the past decade. The 
other groups are for people who have been influential in 
the past year: thinkers and doers 40 and under, as well 
as those in defence and security, energy and climate, 
technology, economics and business, science and health, 
and activism and the arts,” it said adding the full list of 
100 will be released - the day its Global Thinkers special 
edition magazine goes live.
Ambani is listed in the Top 10 Technology Thinkers list. In 
the Top 10 of the Last 10 Years listing, Jack 
Ma, who founded the e-commerce company 
Alibaba in 1999 to enable businesses to 
reach once inaccessible consumers, as also 
International Monetary Fund Managing 
Director Christine Lagarde is listed.

Cabinet approves ex-post facto 
approval for Agreement on the 

facilitation of visa arrangements signed 
between India and Maldives  17 Jan' 19

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, has given its ex-post facto approval 
to the Agreement on the facilitation of visa 

arrangements signed between India and Maldives signed 
in December, 2018.
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NEWS BITES MISCELLANEOUS
The Visa Facilitation Agreement signed during the visit of 
Maldivian President to India aims to further deepen people 
to people exchanges between the two countries making it 
easier for Maldivian and India nationals to travel to each 
other’s' countries for tourism, medical treatment, education 
as well as business and employment. The Agreement 
provides for 90-day visa free travel for tourism, medical 
and limited business purpose and also provides for easy 
conversion of such visa free entry to medical visa as well 
as visas for dependents of students and those pursuing 
employment in each other's territories.
Background:

India and Maldives share time tested and traditional bonds 
of friendship. Close people to people contacts constitute 
the foundation of special bilateral relation between India 
and Maldives, which received a positive momentum 
with the visit of Prime Minister, Narendra Modi to Male 
in November, 2018 for the Inauguration ceremony of 
the newly elected President of Maldives, Mr. Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih, and the subsequent visit of the Maldivian 
President to India in December, 2018.
The Maldives officially the Republic of Maldives, is an 
Asian country, located in the Indian Ocean, situated in the 
Arabian Sea. It lies southwest of Sri Lanka and India, about 
1,000 kilometres (620 mi) from the Asian continent. The 
chain of 26 atolls stretches from Ihavandhippolhu Atoll 
in the north to the Addu City in the south. Comprising a 
territory spanning roughly 298 square kilometres (115 sq 
mi), the Maldives is one of the world's most geographically 
dispersed sovereign states as well as 
the smallest Asian country by land area 
and population, with around 427,756 
inhabitants. Malé is the capital and most 
populated city, traditionally called the 
"King's Island" for its central location.

PM inaugurates global trade show at 
Vibrant Gujarat Summit  18 Jan' 19

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a global 
trade show in Gandhinagar, organised as part of the 
ninth edition of the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 

2019. After inaugurating the trade show, Modi visited a few 
pavilions and saw some of the products kept on display.
The Vibrant Gujarat Global Trade Show is being held on 
around two lakh sq mt area of an exhibition ground in the 
state capital. Around 25 industrial and business sectors are 
showcasing their products at the event.
The trade show will continue till January 22 and will be open 
for general public on the last two days (January 21 and 22). 

For the first time, the government has organised buyer-seller 
and reserve buyer-seller meet as part of the trade show, where 
manufacturers, mainly from the MSME sector, are displaying 
their products. Around 1,500 overseas and domestic buyers are 
expected to visit the trade show, which aims to benefit MSMEs 
(micro, small & medium enterprises) from Gujarat. Sixteen 
pavilions are displaying products in as many categories.
For the first time, there is a separate pavilion 
showcasing products from the African 
countries. On Friday, the Prime Minister 
will inaugurate the 9th edition of Vibrant 
Gujarat Summit in Gandhinagar.

Vinesh Phogat becomes first Indian 
to be nominated for Laureus World 

Sports Award  18 Jan' 19

Women wrestler 
Vinesh Phogat 
became the first 

Indian to be nominated for 
the prestigious Laureus 
World Sports Award.
Vinesh has been nominated 
in “Laureus World 
Sporting Comeback” 
category for the year 2019 and will be competing for the 
award with golf great Tiger Woods, Canadian snowboarder 
Mark McMorris, American alpine ski racer Lindsey Vonn, 
Japanese figure skater Yuzuru Manyu, and Dutch para-
snowboarding star Bibian Mentel-Spee. Vinesh had a stellar 
2018 in which she won gold at the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games, a silver in the 2018 Asian Championships in 
Bishkek and a gold at the Asian Games in Jakarta. She 
was one of the favourites to win a medal for India at the 
2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, but a horrific knee 
injury forced her tournament to an end at the quarter-finals. 
A former member of Vinesh’s entourage said the injury was 
virtually a ‘death sentence’ for her career.
Football players Luka Modric and Kylian Mbappe have 
been nominated for the Laureus Sportsman of the Year 
award alongwith tennis star Novak Djokovic, American 
basketball player LeBron James, Formula One champion 
Lewis Hamilton and Kenyan Eliud Kipchoge. Nominees 
for Laureus World Sportswoman of the Year are American 
gymnast, Romanian tennis world no.1 
Simona Halep, Wimbledon winner 
Angelique Kerber, Swiss triathlete Daniela 
Ryf, Czech snowboard Ester Ledecka and 
American alpine skier Mikaela Shiffrin.

Noted sitar player Manju Mehta has been conferred with the 'Tansen Samman' for 2018 by the Madhya Pradesh 
government for her contribution in the field of music.
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Parliament has passed the Constitution 124th (Amendment) 
Bill, 2019 after the approval of the both the houses of the 
parliament, Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha. The legislation 
provides for ten per cent reservation in government jobs 
and admission in educational institutions to economically 
backward people among upper castes. 
The Bill amends Article 15 of the Constitution, by adding 
a clause which allows states to make "special provision for 
the advancement of any economically weaker sections of 
citizens". These "special provisions" would relate to "their 
admission to educational institutions, including private 
educational institutions, whether aided or unaided by the 
state, other than the minority educational institutions". It 
also makes it clear that reservation would be "in addition to 
the existing reservations and subject to a maximum of ten 
per cent of the total seats in each category".
Parliament has the right to make Constitutional amendments. 
There will not be any changes to the existing reservation for 
OBCs, SCs and STs after the passing of the Constitutional 
(Amendment), Bill. The states will have freedom to decide 
on income criterion of beneficiaries under the bill.

The Reservation of the Unreserved
The Union Cabinet has approved 10 per cent reservation 
in jobs and educational institutions for the economically 
backward section in the general category. The quota will 
be over and above the existing 50 per cent reservation.  
Articles 15 and 16 of the Constitution will have to be 
amended for implementation of the decision.
Eligibility Conditions:
1)  Annual income not more than Rs 8 lakh per annum
2)  Agricultural land which is not more than 5 acres
3)  Residential area which is not bigger than 1000 square feet
4)  Residential plot which is not more than 109 yards in 

notified municipality
5)  Residential plot not more than 209 yards in non-notified 

municipality area
Constitution envisages quota for socially and educationally 
backward classes besides SC and STs, but has no mention of 
economically weaker section. The amendment bill seeks to insert 
a clause in Sections 15 and 16 of the Constitution. A Constitution 
amendment bill requires support from at least two-thirds of 
members present and voting in the both Houses of Parliament. 

The Lok Sabha
The Lok Sabha approved a constitution amendment bill to 
grant 10% reservation for economically weaker sections. 
The government had moved the quota bill amid opposition 
calls for greater scrutiny of the proposed law. With almost 
all the key opposition parties supporting the quota bill in 
principle, it was cleared by the lower house with 323 votes 
in favour out of the 326 members present. Three members 
voted against the bill.

The Rajya Sabha 
The Rajya Sabha passed the Bill which aims to provide 10 
per cent reservation in jobs and education for the general 
category 'poor' in Rajya Sabha. The received support 
of 165 members in the Upper House, while seven voted 
against it. The legislation was then sent to President Ram 
Nath Kovind for final approval.  The opposition, including 
the Congress, had dubbed that the legislation may not 
stand judicial scrutiny but came around to support it during 
voting, underlining the huge political import of the measure 
aimed at placating upper castes.

Conclusion
The Prime Minister hailed the passage of the bill as "a 
victory for social justice" The passage of this bill could see 
regional parties raise the ante on reservation demands as 
they seek to consolidate their existing vote banks. During 
both the debates in Parliament, almost every Opposition, 
OBC or SC leader, while supporting the legislation, had 
voiced one common demand - to raise the existing quota 
for OBC and SC in sync with their population.
With the passing of the bill, the government now has an 
opportunity to provide jobs to 3 lakh general category 
individuals immediately under the new quota. But the 
main challenge lies in filling the existing vacancies since 
the exercise is likely add to government expenditure. More 
than 29 lakh posts are lying vacant with the central and 
state governments, many for several years.
Reservation in independent India is a policy instrument by 
a concerned government to lift a section of its population 
out of poverty. There may be debates about whether 
reservation is sufficient to delivered justice as its ethical 
and intellectual basis flows from a different politics than 
mere welfares.

Reservation to 
Economically 

Weaker Sections
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Consolidation of Indian banking is an idea that dates back, 
at least, to 1991. Soon after liberalisation, a committee under 
former Reserve Bank of India Governor M Narasimham 
to draw out a roadmap for financial sector reform was 
formed. The committee was tasked with studying all aspects 
of Indian banking from structure to functioning. When it 
submitted its report in December of 1991, the committee 
recommended a three-tier banking structure for government-
owned lenders. The Banking Companies (Acquisition and 
Transfer of Undertakings) Acts of 1970 and 1980 provide 
that the Central Government, in consultation with the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), may make a scheme, inter 
alia, for the amalgamation of any nationalised bank with 
any other nationalised bank or any other banking institution. 
Various committees, like Narasimhan Committee (1998), 
Leeladhar Committee (2008), and Nayak Committe (2014) 
were constituted by RBI 
Taking note of this and potential benefits of consolidation 
for banks as well as public at large through enhanced 
access to banking services, Government, with a view 
to facilitate consolidation among public sector banks to 
create strong and competitive banks, serving as catalysts 
for growth, with improve risk profile of the bank, approved 
an approval framework for proposals to amalgamate PSBs 
through an Alternative Mechanism (AM).  The Alternative 
Mechanism comprise of the Union Finance Minister Shri 
Arun Jaitley its Chairperson, and Cabinet Ministers, 
Shri Piyush Goyal and Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman as other 
members in the panel. RBI has furnished bank-wise total 
income of PSBs and private sector banks in the financial 
year FY 2017-18 in this regard. Over the last four and half 
years, Government has pursued a comprehensive approach 
for addressing non-performing assets (NPA) issues.

Key Elements Are As Under:
Recognising NPAs transparently: 

Forbearance has been ended and stressed assets classified 
as NPAs under the Asset Quality Review (AQR) in 2015 
and subsequent recognition by banks. Further, restructuring 

schemes that permitted such forbearance have been 
discontinued in February 2018. As a result, as per RBI 
data, Standard Restructured Assets (SRAs) of Scheduled 
Commercial Banks (SCBs) have declined from the peak of 
6.5% in March 2015 to0.49% in September 2018.
Resolving and recovering value from stressed accounts 
through clean and effective laws and processes: 

A fundamental change has been effected in the 
creditor-debtor relationship through the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC) and debarment of wilful 
defaulters and connected persons from the resolution 
process. A sizeable proportion of the gross NPAs of 
the banking system are at various stages of resolution 
in National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). To make 
other recovery mechanisms as well more effective, 
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets 
and Enforcement of Securities Interest (SARFAESI)
Act has been amended to provide for three months 
imprisonment in case borrower does not provide asset 
details, and for lender getting possession of mortgaged 
propertywithin30 days, and six new Debts Recovery 
Tribunal (DRTs) have been established. As a result, 
NPAs of PSBs reduced by Rs. 2, 61,359 crore over 
the last four and a half financial years. Further, PSBs 
reported record recovery of Rs. 60,713 crore in the first 
half of FY 2018-19 (H1 FY 2018-19), which is more 
than double the recovery made in the first half of FY 
2017-18, and gross NPAs have begun declining with a 
reduction of Rs. 26,798 crore in H1 FY 2018-19. 30-
day plus overdue account (Special Mention Accounts 
(SMA) 1 and 2) have also reduced steadily to around 
39% over five quarters (from Rs 2.25 lakh crore in 
June 2017 to Rs. 0.87 lakh crore in September 2018 for 
PSBs), indicating significant and sustained reduction in 
risk of fresh NPAs. Thus, improvement in asset quality 
is evident with GNPAs having peaked recognition nearly 
over, and the amount in SMA 1 and 2 reducing by 61% 
over five quarters. Further, with substantial provisioning, 
the provisional coverage ratio (PCR) of SCBs has risen 

Merger of the 
Three Banks

Renowned Bengali writer and Sahitya Akademi awardee Dibyendu Palit died. He was 79.
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steadily to 67.17% as of September 2018, from the pre-
AQR level of 49.3% in March 2015, cushioning bank 
balance-sheets to absorb the impact of NPAs.
Reforming banks through the PSB Reforms Agenda:

Reforms include— 
• number of lenders in consortium restricted by requiring 

minimum of 10%, for better managed consortium lending,
• ring-fencing of cash flows for prudent lending,
• monitoring of loans above Rs. 250 crore through 

specialised agencies for effective vigil,
• use of technology and analytics for comprehensive 

due- diligence across data sources,
• comprehensive checking of all accounts of Rs. 50 crore 

and above that turn NPA for wilful default and fraud,
• strict enforcement of conditions of loan sanction,
• establishment of Stressed Asset Management Verticals 

in banks for focussed recovery and timely and effective 
management of stressed accounts,

• collection of passport details of borrowers for loans 
above Rs. 50 crore, and

• Enactment of the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 
2018 in order to deter economic offenders from 
evading the process of Indian law by remaining outside 
the jurisdiction of Indian courts.

As regards employee issues, bank branches and other bank-
related issues, the same fall within the purview of the bank 
concerned, subject to RBI’s guidelines/instructions and 
Board-approved policies of the bank concerned.
India’s third largest bank. 

AM, after consulting RBI, in its meeting held on 17.9.2018, 
approved that Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank 
may consider amalgamation of the three banks. Banks have 
since considered amalgamation and the Board of Dena Bank 
has recommended the same, while Boards of Bank of Baroda 
and Vijaya Bank have given in-principle approval therefor.
The envisaged amalgamation will be the First-ever three-
way consolidation of banks in India, with a combined 
business of Rs. 14.82 lakh crore, making it India’s Third 
Largest Bank. The consolidation will help create a strong 
globally competitive bank with economies of scale and 
enable realisation of wide-ranging synergies. Leveraging 
of networks, low-cost deposits and subsidiaries of the three 
banks has the potential of yielding significant synergies for 
positioning the consolidated entity for substantial rise in 
customer base, market reach, operational efficiency, wider 
bouquet of products and services, and improved access for 

customers.  
Some of the strengths of the envisaged amalgamated 
entity are— 

• Provision Coverage Ratio (PCR) at 67.5% is well 
above Public Sector Banks (PSBs) average (63.7%), 
and steadily increasing

• Net NPA ratio at 5.71% significantly better than PSB 
average (12.13%), and declining further

• Gross NPAs for the combined entity have started 
declining (decline of Rs. 1,048 crore in Q1)

• Cost to income ratio of the combined entity at 48.94% 
better than the PSB average of 53.92%

• Dena Bank’s strength in MSME will further 
augment the strength of the other two to position the 
amalgamated bank for being an MSME Udyamimitra

• Capital Adequacy Ratio (CRAR) at 12.25% is 
significantly above the regulatory norm of 10.875%, 
and stronger amalgamated bank will be better 
positioned to tap capital markets 

• Significant cost benefits from synergies: Larger 
distribution network will reduce operating and 
distribution costs with benefits for the amalgamated 
bank, its customers and their subsidiaries

• Global network strength of Bank of Baroda will be 
leveraged to enable customers of Dena Bank and 
Vijaya Bank to have global access  

• Access improvement through amalgamation of 
networks 

• Wider range of products and services through 
leveraging of bank subsidiaries and leveraging of a 
larger network for offering more value-added non-
banking services and products 

State Bank of India: A Merger Earlier
The State Bank of Bikaner & Jaipur, State Bank of 
Hyderabad, State Bank of Mysore, State Bank of Patiala 
and State Bank of Travancore, and Bharatiya Mahila Bank 
were merged with State Bank of India with effect from 1 
April 2017.
The benefits for attempting the merger of 5 subsidiary 
banks and BMB with SBI include rationalization of 
resources, reduction of costs, better profitability, lower cost 
of funds leading to better rate of interests for public at large, 
improved productivity and customer services. Merger will 
also ensure that due to size and scale of economy, SBI will 
be able to better handle ensuing competition from new 
Banks. 
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In United States politics, a government shutdown occurs 
when Congress fails to pass sufficient appropriation bills 
or continuing resolutions to fund federal government 
operations and agencies, or when the President refuses 
to sign such bills or resolutions into law. The shutdown 
remains in effect until parties can reach a compromise and 
a budget bill passes. During a government shutdown, many 
federally run operations will halt. Some organizations 
may still stay open by running on cash reserves, but once 
these funds run out, they will also close. Any office which 
does not receive funding from Congress would continue to 
operate during the shutdown.

2018–19 United States federal 
government shutdown
The second shutdown of the United States federal 
government in 2018—which has continued into January 
2019—began at midnight of December 22. It occurred 
when the United States Congress and President Donald 
Trump could not agree on an appropriations bill to fund 
the operations of the federal government for the 2019 
fiscal year, or a temporary continuing resolution that 
would extend the deadline for passing a bill. The Anti-
deficiency Act prohibits federal departments or agencies 
from conducting non-essential operations without 
appropriations legislation in place. As a result, nine 
executive departments with around 800,000 employees 
had to shut down partially or in full, affecting about one-
fourth of government activities. This is the longest U.S. 
government shutdown in which federal workers have 
been furloughed.
The shutdown stemmed from an impasse over Trump's 
demand for $5.7 billion in federal funds for a U.S.–
Mexico border wall. In December 2018, the Republican-
controlled Senate unanimously passed an appropriations 
bill without wall funding, and the bill appeared likely 
to be approved by the Republican-controlled House of 
Representatives and Trump. However, after Trump faced 
heavy criticism from right-wing media outlets and pundits 

for appearing to back down on his campaign promise to 
"build the wall", he announced that he would not sign any 
appropriations bill that did not fund it. As a result, the 
House instead passed an appropriations bill with funding 
for a wall, but it lacked support in the Senate and was 
never voted upon.
In January 2019, the House—now controlled by 
a Democratic majority—voted to approve the 
appropriations bill without wall funding that had 
previously passed the Senate unanimously. However, 
Trump has continued to maintain that he will veto any 
bill that does not fund the wall, and Republican Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has blocked the 
Senate from considering any appropriations legislation 
that Trump will not support, including the bill that had 
previously passed.
As of January 19, 2019 EST, the shutdown is in its 29th day 
and has surpassed the 21-day shutdown of 1995–1996 to 
become the longest federal government shutdown in U.S. 
history.

Background
During the 2016 campaign, Trump promised to build 
a "wall" along the U.S.-Mexico border that Mexico 
would pay for. Mexico's president rejected the idea of 
providing any funding for a U.S. border wall. In 2018, 
Trump requested $18 billion in federal funding for some 
700 miles of barrier on the border, mostly to replace 
654 miles of aging fence built under the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006. On December 25, 2018, Trump reversed 
course, suggesting that he might accept 500 to 550 
miles of either mostly refurbished barrier (rather than 
new barriers in locations that did not previously have 
them) by November 2020. Trump's proposals and public 
statements on the wall have shifted widely over time, 
with varied proposals as to the design, material, length, 
height, and width of a wall.
In September 2018, Congress passed two "minibus" 
appropriations bills for the fiscal year 2019 federal 

Senior BJP leader and four-time former legislator Kunjilal Meena passed away. He was 86.

USA : Government 
Shutdown
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budget, which began on October 1, 2018. These bills 
combined five of the 12 regular appropriations bills 
covering 77% of federal discretionary funding, and 
included a continuing resolution until December 7 for 
the remaining agencies. 

Beginning of shutdown

On December 11, Trump held a televised meeting with 
Speaker-designee Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer in the Oval Office and asked 
them to support an appropriation of $5.7 billion for 
funding of a border wall. They refused, resulting in 
an argument between Trump and both Congressional 
leaders. 
The Senate unanimously passed a second continuing 
resolution lasting through February 8, 2019. According to 
Pelosi the House Democrats would support such a measure, 
meaning it would pass the House even in the wake of 
opposition from conservative Republicans. 
The shutdown started on December 22 and Trump 
announced that he would cancel his planned trip to Mar-
a-Lago for Christmas and stay in Washington, D.C. The 
meaning of the term "wall" was expected to be an aspect 
of the negotiations.

116th Congress
The new Congress was sworn in on January 3, 2019, and 
the first order of business in the House after swearing 
in the new members and electing the Speaker was a 
continuing resolution to fund the Department of Homeland 
Security until February 8, and a package combining five 
appropriation bills funding the rest of the government for 
the remainder of the fiscal year. The bills contained $1.3 
billion of funding for border security, but no additional 
funding for a border wall.
Since Trump walked out of a meeting with congressional 
Democratic leaders on January 9, no further negotiation 
sessions have been scheduled between Trump and 
Democratic leaders. On January 16, Pelosi sent a letter 

to Trump, asking him to cancel or delay his State of the 
Union address which had been scheduled for January 29. 
The delivery of the State of the Union address had been 
delayed or substantially changed on only two occasions 
since 1913.

Trump's threat to declare national 
emergency
Both the population of unauthorized immigrants in the 
U.S. and southwestern border apprehensions have declined 
significantly over the past decade. Trump repeatedly 
threatened to declare a national emergency to unilaterally 
order wall construction without congressional authorization. 
An attempt by Trump to invoke emergency powers would 
almost certainly prompt a lengthy legal challenge in court.

Effects
Agencies funded by the two minibus bills are not affected 
by the shutdown. Initial effects were lessened because 
the beginning of the shutdown coincided with a four-day 
weekend due to Christmas. For normal work days, about 
400,000 federal employees were expected to be furloughed 
out of the 800,000 working for the affected agencies, out of 
2.1 million civilian non-postal federal employees. As only 
about a quarter of the government is shutdown, many who 
are not federal employees do not fully realize the effects of 
the shutdown.

List of All Government Shutdowns 
and their Duration

Shutdown Days Employees 
furloughed

Cost to 
government

President

1980 1 1,600 $700,000 Carter
1981 1 241,000 $80–90 

million
Reagan

1984 1 500,000 $65 million
1986 1 500,000 $62 million
1990 3 2,800 $2.57 

million
H.W. 
Bush

Nov 1995 5 800,000 $400 
million

Clinton
1995–
1996

21 284,000

2013 16 800,000 
(total 2.1 
million)

$2.1 billion Obama

Jan 2018 3 692,900 Trump
2018–19 (29) 800,000
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THE KUMBH MELA

The Kumbh Mela 
is the largest 
public gathering 

and collective act of 
faith, anywhere in the 
world. The Mela draws 
tens of millions of 
pilgrims over the course 
of approximately 48 
days to bathe at the 
sacred confluence of 
the Ganga, the Yamuna, 
and the mystical Sarasvati. Primarily, this congregation 
includes Ascetics, Saints, Sadhus, Sadhvis, Kalpvasis, and 
Pilgrims from all walks of life.
The Kumbh mela was included in UNESCO’s list of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, during its 12th 
session at Jeju, South Korea in 2017.
“Intangible heritage” refers to "oral traditions, performing 
arts, social practices and rituals, festive events, knowledge 
and practices concerning nature and the universe or the 
knowledge and skills to produce traditional crafts", which 
communities across the world associate with their culture, 
and pass on from generation to generation. According to the 
UNESCO’s website, Kumbh Mela made the list because it 
is the “largest peaceful congregation of pilgrims on earth”, 
and the event "encapsulates the science of astronomy, 
astrology, spirituality, ritualistic traditions, and social and 
cultural customs and practices, making it extremely rich in 
knowledge". 
Kumbh Mela is a religious pilgrimage that is celebrated 
four times over a course of 12 years. The geographical 
location of Kumbh Mela spans over four locations in India 
and the Mela site keeps rotating between one of the four 
pilgrimages on four sacred rivers as listed below:
• Haridwar on the Ganges in Uttarakhand
• Ujjain on the Shipra in Madhya Pradesh

• Nashik on the Godavari in Maharashtra
• Prayagraj at the confluence of the Ganges, the Yamuna, 

and the mythical Sarasvati in Uttar Pradesh
Each site’s celebration is based on a distinct set of 
astrological positions of the Sun, the Moon, and the Jupiter.  
The Kumbh Mela is an event that intrinsically encapsulates 
the science of astronomy, astrology, spirituality, ritualistic 
traditions, and socio-cultural customs and practices, 
making it extremely rich in knowledge.

THE ORIGIN OF KUMBH
The term ‘Kumbh’ comes from the root ‘kumbhak’ (the 
sacred pitcher of elixir of immortality). There is a mention 
of ‘Kumbh’ and the bathing ritual associated with it in 
the Rig Veda (verse 10.89.7). It speaks of the benefits 
of bathing at sangam during this period, elimination of 
negative influences and rejuvenation of mind and soul. 
Prayers for the ‘Kumbh’ are also expressed in Atharva 
Veda and Yajur Veda.
The origin of Kumbh Mela was transcribed by the 8th-
century philosopher Shankara. The Puranas recounts how 
Gods and demons fought over the sacred pitcher (Kumbh) 
of Amrit of Samudra Manthan. A few drops of the precious 
nectar fell on the four sacred site we know as Haridwar, 
Ujjain, Nashik and Prayag. The Mela is celebrated 
every twelve years, at each of the four sacred sites. The 
corresponding rivers are believed to have turned into Amrit 
at the cosmic moment, giving pilgrims the chance to bathe 
in the essence of purity, auspiciousness, and immortality.
The Bhagvad Purana states that the sacred alignments of 
celestial bodies directly relate to the Kumbh festival. It 
took 12 divine days to carry the Amrit to the heavens. As 
one divine day of Gods is equivalent to one year of the 
humans, the journey to the heavens symbolizes 12 years 
in human terms. That is why every twelfth year when 
Jupiter enters the Aries constellation on the day of the 
new moon in the month of Magh, the Kumbh festival is 
organized. 

kumbh Mela
(An Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity)

Oscar-winning sound designer Gregg Rudloff died. He was 63.
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Historic evidence points towards the rule of King 
Harshvardhana (c.590-647 CE), as the time when Kumbh 
Mela got widespread recognition across geographies. 
Famous traveler Hsuan Tsang has prominently mentioned 
the grandeur of Kumbh Mela in his travelogue. 
Moreover, the historical texts also point towards evidence 
that Adi Shankaracharya established 10 Akharas, Ardha 
Kumbh and Kumbh Mela. 

SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE
The Kumbh Mela is perhaps the only event in the world 
where no invitation is required yet millions of pilgrims 
gather to celebrate the holy event. Apart from its primary 
bathing rituals, the social aspect of the festival also revolves 
around the various Yajnas, the chanting of Vedic Mantras, 
holy elucidations, traditional dances, devotional songs, 
programs based on mythical stories, and prayers.

SPIRITUALS GURUS
Akharas

The word ‘akahra’ is the distorted form of the word 
‘akhand’ whose literal meaning is indivisible. Adi Guru 
Shankracharya attempted to unite organizations of ascetics 
to protect the ‘Sanatan’ way of life. Therefore, various 
Akharas were established for uniting followers of similar 
religious customs, views and ideologies. The saints and 
ascetics associated with an Akhara specializes in both 
scriptures and armaments. Akahras may be categorised into 
the following three sections based on their favoured deity:
• Shaiva Akahras : The favoured deity is Lord Shiva.
• Vaishnava Akharas: Lord Vishnu is the favoured 

deity of this sect.
• Udaseen Akharas: Followers of this of this sect 

principally offer their adulations to ‘ॐ’.
Dandiwada

Ascetics who hold wooden logs called ‘Bhramha Danda’ 
are known as ‘Dandi’ Sanyasis. It is said that Lord Narayana 
himself was the first Dandi Sanyasi who held the ‘Danda’.

" Narayanam padya bhavm vashinshtah, shaktim 
chatatputra parashram cha

Vyasam sukam gaur padam mahantam Govind 
yogindramathaasya shishyam

Shri Shankaracharyamathaasya padya padam 
ahastamalankam cha shishyam

Tam trotankam vartikkar manmansya guru santat 
maanatosim II"

Acharya bada

Acharya Bara sect is also known as ‘Ramanuj Sect. The 
first Acharya of this sect was ‘Shathkop’ who used to sell 
winnowing basket (soop);

“shupra vikriya vichaar shatkop yogi”
Prayagwal

The name ‘Prayagwal’ refers to the original citizens of 
Prayagraj who continue to live here from many generations.
Mr. Nemil wrote in the district gazetteer, that the pilgrims 
who pay their homage at Prayagraj have all kinds of 
religious rituals performed by Prayagwals. Genealogy 
of the pilgrims are available with the specified priest of 
their family. The organization of Prayagwals is known 
as Prayagwal Sabha. The number of Takhats (wooden 
platforms) per Prayagwal are fixed. Prayagwal maintains 
the records in the registers kept in a big box. Prayagwal 
display their banner on a tall bamboo pole by which 
pilgrims identify their specific Prayagwals.

KUMBH MELA -2019

Around ̀ 4200 crore will be allotted by the state government 
for the Ardh Kumbh 2019, over two times more than it had 
spent on the last Kumbh held in 2013. About 199 projects 
of 16 government departments are underway under four 
phases which includes a six-lane bridge over the Ganges 
and a four-lane railway over-bridge worth `275 crore. The 
Public Works Department has to execute projects worth 
`430 crore including building an inner ring road in the city. 
`210 crore would be spent on safe drinking water facilities 
and `60 crore to electrify the Kumbh area. Focus is also 
laid on solid waste management to ensure that Ganga water 
is not contaminated and putting up LED lights. 
The Ministry of External Affairs and Uttar Pradesh 
government on December 15, hosted 72 Heads of Mission – 
Ambassadors and High Commissioners – in Prayagraj. This 
visit was planned for them to witness the grand Kumbh Mela 
in Prayagraj. According to government data, this year, the 
Prayagraj Kumbh is spread over 3,200 hectares land. The 
area has been divided into 20 sectors. Eight km-long bathing 
ghats have been developed at the Sangam for the holy dip and 
similarly, several other ghats have also been developed along 
the banks of river Ganga in different sectors of the Mela. 
About 12 crore pilgrims and tourists are expected during the 
Kumbh including foreigners from several countries.

Former sheriff of Mumbai and noted jurist Nana Chudasama died. He was 85.
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WORD OF ENGLISH ETYMOLOGY
TARNISH (VERB):  
Tarnish (third-person singular simple present tarnishes, 
present participle tarnishing, simple past and past 
participle tarnished)
PRONUNCIATION:
Tarnish….okay….
So let’s just split this word into two parts….tar + nish and 
hence its become everyone’s cup of see….as tar is itself a 
word like czar, car, jar etc and ish ….is an suffix so you all 
are familiar with it hence it becomes tarnish…..
See how easy it was……
Definition of TARNISH
Transitive verb
1:   to dull or destroy the luster of by or as if by air, dust, or 

dirt :  SOIL, STAIN
2:   a :  to detract from the good quality of :  VITIATE his 

fine dreams now slightly tarnished.
     b :  to bring disgrace on :  SULLY the scandal has 

tarnished his reputation.
Intransitive verb:  to become tarnished
tarnishable  (adjective) \-ni-shə-bəl\   
tarnished  (adjective)

e.g. It becomes tarnished by the formation of a film of oxide.
His fame is tarnished, however, by numerous deeds of 
tyranny and cruelty.
An absolutely clean surface becomes tarnished in damp air.

 # RELATED FORMS
• antitarnish, adjective
• antitarnishing, adjective
• nontarnishable, adjective
• nontarnished, adjective

EXAMPLES OF BOORISH IN A SENTENCE:
 # The once shiny candlesticks now only had a tarnish 

about them, not being as pretty as they once were. 
 # Tarnish on silverware makes them less valuable than 

new silverware, because they are no longer shiny and 
reflective. 

 # If you touch silver too much you will make it tarnish, 
causing it to lose its lustre and be less valuable. 

 # The once shiny doorknob has been touched so much 
that it now has only a dull and lifeless tarnish.  

 # There is tarnish on my car’s hub caps and it makes 
them less shiny, but I might be able to fix that if I have 
the right materials from an auto store. 

NEW AND TRICKY

SUFFIX - DESCRIPTION PART OF SPEECH MADE FROM EXAMPLES
Ish (pronounced 
like -shhh) Similar to something Adjective Noun or 

adjective
Brutish, Dampish, 
Fiendish, Rakish

Examples-  By the virtue of Polysemy
Tarnish (NOUN) : [singular, uncountable] : a thin layer 
on the surface of metal which makes the metal look dull.
Example- a polish that removes tarnish
FIRST KNOWN USE: 1684
Word Origin and History for TARNISH
(V) 1590s, from present participle stem of Middle French 
ternir "dull the lusteror brightness of, make dim" (15c.), 
probably from Old French terne (adj.)"dull, dark," from a 
Germanic source cognate with Old High German tarnjan 
"to conceal, hide," Old English dyrnan "to hide, darken," 
fromProto-Germanic *darnjaz (see dern ). Figurative sense 
is from 1690s.Related: Tarnished ; tarnishing.
(N) 1713, from tarnish.
Synonyms : blemish, darken, mar, poison, spoil, stain, 
taint, touch, vitiate
Antonyms : cleanse, purify; dignify, elevate, ennoble, 
enshrine, glorify, hallow, magnify, uplift
TEST YOURSELF
Direction: In each of the following sentences there is a blank 
space given. Below each four words have been denoted by 
numbers (A), (B), (C) and (D). Find out which word can 
be filled up in the blank to make the sentence meaningfully 

complete, if there is no word required choose option (E).
Q.1. The ____ commander was cruel in battle and never 

showed pity to his enemies.
 A. knavish B. frumpish C. brutish
 D. garish    E. donnish
Q.2. Sejal’s wedding ring is free of the slightest _____ , 

which is why it costs Harry so much money.
 A. ravish     B. blemish C. knavish
 D. ghoulish     E. faddish
Q.3. Rappers are known for wearing ____ accessories like 

giant metallic chains.
 A. coltish     B. bearish C. brutish
 D. garish     E. dampish
Q.4. It was such a _____ novel, nobody liked it.
 A. feverish  B. knavish C. frumpish
 D. garish     E. ravish
 Answers : Q.1.(C), Q.2.(B), Q.3.(D), Q.4.(C)
ravish(v)-enchant  garish(adj)-gaudy
impish(adj)-naughty feverish(adj)-excited
knavish(adj)-dishonest ghoulish(adj)-cruel
frumpish(adj)-boring

Tata Trust's subsidiary organization, Collectives for Integrated Livelihoods Initiatives have been selected for the 
prestigious National Entrepreneurship Award, 2018 for encouraging entrepreneurship in rural areas.
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WHO'S WHODESIGNATION
WHO’S WHO

S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa
   9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajeev Mehrishi
  13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somnath
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director M. Nageshwar Rao
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
  20. Chairman, UGC D.P. Singh
  21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K.N. Vyas
  23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
  24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
  26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
  27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
  31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
  33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N.K. Singh
  35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
  36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  37. President, ASSOCHAM Balkrishan Goenka
  38. Chairman, NASSCOM Rishad Premji
  39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
  40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
  41. Children Film Society of India, CEO Swati Pandey
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
  43. President, CII Rakesh Bharti Mittal
  44. President, FICCI Rashesh Shah
  45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
  49. Finance Secretary  Ajay Narayan Jha
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Sunil Mehta
Data as on 22nd January, 2019

Tata Trust's subsidiary organisation was formed in 2007 for improving the quality of life of farmers and tribal 
groups.
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QUIZ TIME GENERAL AWARENESS

Tata Trust's subsidiary organization is organizing programs to increase the income generation of one lakh one 
thousand families through 'Mission 2020-Lakhpatikisan: Smart Village' program in 17 tribal blocks of 11 districts 

in four states - Gujarat, Maharashtra, Jharkhand and Odisha from 2015.

Q.1. Which bank has inducted former SBI Managing 
Director B Sriram on its board as independent 
director?

 (1) ICICI Bank  (2) Axis bank
 (3) Karnataka Bank (4) Bank of Baroda
 (5) Punjab National Bank
Q.2. Who has won the Sushila Devi Literature Award 

for her novel "Things to Leave Behind"?
 (1) Vikram Seth  (2) Amitav Ghosh
 (3) Namita Gokhale (4) Arundhati Bhattacharya
 (5) Kiran Desai
Q.3. Veteran Congress leader and former chairman 

of the Maharashtra Legislative Council ___ has 
passed away.

 (1) Nirupam Sen  (2) Ananth Kumar
 (3) Parbati Ghose (4) Shivajirao Deshmukh  
 (5) Jayanti Bhanushali
Q.4. Who has set up a world record in indoor rowing by 

completing 1,00,000 (one lakh) metres in 10 hours 
in the above-40 years category?

 (1) Shakil Ahmed (2) Dattu Bhokanal
 (3) Sawarn Singh (4) Om Prakash
 (5) Sukhmeet Singh
Q.5. Where has the 9th International Micro Irrigation 

Conference on Modern Agriculture been held?
 (1) Maharashtra  (2) Uttar Pradesh
 (3) Karnataka  (4) Tamil Nadu
 (5) Andhra Pradesh
Q.6. Who has launched the National Youth Parliament 

Festival 2019 in New Delhi?
 (1) Nitin Gadkari
 (2) Rajyavardhan Rathore
 (3) Narendra Singh Tomar
 (4) Ashok Gajapathi Raju Pusapati
 (5) Harsimrat Kaur Badal
Q.7. Who has assumed charge as a member of the 

Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)?
 (1) Arvind Saxena (2) Pradeep Kumar Joshi
 (3) Bhim Sain Bassi (4) A. S. Bhonsle
 (5) T C A Anant
Q.8. Which country will set up $10 billion oil refinery 

in Pakistan?
 (1) Saudi Arabia  (2) India
 (3) Qatar  (4) Israel
 (5) Greece

Q.9. Which is the first State to implement the 10% 
quota in government jobs and higher education for 
the economically backward sections in the general 
category?

 (1) Telangana (2) Kerala (3) Gujarat
 (4) Rajasthan (5) Assam
Q.10. Which state has launched the 'One Family One 

Job' scheme?
 (1) Assam (2) Gujarat (3) Nagaland
 (4) Sikkim (5) Tripura
Q.11. Who has won the Hobart International Tennis 

title?
 (1) Elise Mertens
 (2) Monica Niculescu
 (3) Mihaela Buzărnescu
 (4) Sofia Kenin
 (5) Anna Karolína Schmiedlová
Q.12. Who received the first Philip Kotler Presidential 

award?
 (1) Mahatma Gandhi
 (2) Narendra Modi
 (3) Lal Bahadur Shastri
 (4) Nelson Mandela
 (5) None of these
Q.13. Who has been conferred 'Satyajit Ray Lifetime 

Achievement' award?
 (1) Rajkumar Hirani
 (2) PK. Neeraj Pandey
 (3) Buddhadeb Dasgupta
 (4) Shoojit Sircar
 (5) Aanand L. Rai
Q.14. Who won the Premier Badminton League title?
 (1) Bengaluru Raptors
 (2) Mumbai Rockets
 (3) Hyderabad Hotshots 
 (4) Mumbai Masters
 (5) Delhi Smashers
Q.15. Who received the honorary membership of the 

Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG) for contribution to 
the sport of cricket?

 (1) Virat Kohli  
 (2) Ravi Shastri
 (3) Mahendra Dhoni 
 (4) Only 1 & 2
 (5) All of the above
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Q.16. Who has been appointed as the new Chief 

Information Officer and spokesperson of the CBI?
 (1) M. Nageswara Rao (2) Ranjit Sinha
 (3) Nitin Wakankar (4) Alok Verma
 (5) Rakesh Asthana
Q.17. Former sportsman Mohammed Zulfiqaruddin 

passed away. He was associated with which sports?
 (1) Cricket (2) Football (3) Badminton
 (4) Tennis (5) Volley Ball
Q.18. Which movie emerged the biggest winner at the 

'Critics Choice Awards' 2019?
 (1) Roma  (2) The Wife 
 (3) A Star Is Born (4) The Americans
 (5) The Marvelous Mrs Maisel
Q.19. Who has been appointed as deputy national 

security advisor to Donal Trump?
 (1) Mike Pompeo (2) Nancy Pelosi
 (3) John Roberts  (4) Charles Kupperman
 (5) None of these
Q.20. President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent 

to the constitutional provision to provide ___ 
reservation in government jobs and education to 
economically backward section in the general 
category.

 (1) 5% (2) 8% (3) 10%
 (4) 12% (5) 15%
Q.21. What is the new name of Private sector lender 

IDFC Bank?
 (1) IDFC Capital Bank Ltd
 (2) IDFC First Bank Ltd
 (3) Capital First Bank Ltd
 (4) Capital First IDFC Bank Ltd
 (5) Capital IDFC First Bank Ltd
Q.22. Where was the 10th India-Japan Foreign Minister-

level Strategic Dialogue held?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Kolkata (3) Mumbai
 (4) Pune (5) Bangalore
Q.23. Where was 25th edition of Partnership Summit 

held?
 (1) Mumbai (2) Vizag (3) Pune
 (4) Panaji (5) Kochi
Q.24. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj was on a 

visit to ___ recently?
 (1) Pakistan (2) UAE (3) Jordan
 (4) Saudi Arabia (5) Uzbekistan

Q.25. When will Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurate the 9th edition of the Vibrant Gujarat 
Global Investors Summit?

 (1) Jan-11 (2) Jan-14 (3) Jan-18
 (4) Jan-19 (5) Jan-20
Q.26. Who won a gold medal in the junior (Under-21) 

women's 25m pistol event in the Khelo India 
Youth Games?

 (1) Manavaditya Rathore 
 (2) Manisha Keer
 (3) Devanshi Rana
 (4) Abhinav Shaw
 (5) Mehuli Ghosh
Q.27. Who won the Sydney International Tennis title?
 (1) Ashleigh Barty (2) Petra Kvitova
 (3) Angelique Kerber (4) Monica Puig
 (5) Johanna Konta
Q.28. What is the rank of India according to the Henley 

Passport Index?
 (1) 133 (2) 77 (3) 79
 (4) 36 (5) 63
Q.29. The World Economic Forum (WEF) announced 

that ____ at IJmuiden in the Netherlands has been 
inducted into its prestigious community.

 (1) Arcelor-Mittal Steel Plant
 (2) Tata Steel Plant
 (3) Coal India Limited
 (4) Hindustan Petroleum
 (5) None of these
Q.30. The Union Cabinet approved the proposal for 

establishment of how many new AIIMS in Jammu?
 (1) One (2) Two (3) Three
 (4) Four (5) Five
Q.31. The Union Cabinet has approved the Memorandum 

of Understanding between __on Development of 
Advanced Model Single Window for facilitating 
investments and promoting ease of doing business.

 (1) India and China (2) India and Sri Lanka
 (3) India and Thailand (4) India and Japan
 (5) India and Maldives
Q.32. What is the name of 33rd district of Tamil Nadu?
 (1) Villupuram  (2) Kallakurichi
 (3) Chennai  (4) Cuddalore
 (5) Kancheepuram

The Indian Society for Remote Sensing conferred the 'National Geospatial Award for Excellence' to IIT professor 
Jayanta Kumar Ghosh for his contribution towards the development of geospatial science and applications.
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Q.33. Eswatini is the new name of which country?
 (1) Algeria (2) Benin (3) Chad
 (4) Djibouti (5) Swaziland
Q.34. Who is the director of CBI?
 (1) Alok Verma  (2) A K Bassi
 (3) Ashwani Gupta (4) M Nageshwar Rao
 (5) Rakesh Asthana
Q.35. The Union Cabinet has approved the Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) on Maritime issues 
between India and ___.

 (1) Denmark (2) Japan (3) Eswatini
 (4) Iran (5) Myanmar
Q.36. Where was the First ‘National Consultation on 

Child Protection’ for 2019 held?
 (1) Bangalore (2) Pune (3) New Delhi
 (4) Mumbai (5) Chennai
Q.37. Where was the Fourth meeting of the Council for 

Trade Development and Promotion (CTDP) held?
 (1) Pune (2) Mumbai (3) Kolkata
 (4) Jaipur (5) New Delhi
Q.38. The Union Cabinet approved a proposal for a USD 

75-billion bilateral swap arrangement with which 
country?

 (1) Japan (2) Sri Lanka (3) UAE
 (4) USA (5) France
Q.39. GST Council has decided to allow Kerala to levy a 

CESS of up to __ for up to two years on intra-state 
supplies to help finance the disaster relief efforts 
following the recent floods in the State.

 (1) 1% (2) 2% (3) 5%
 (4) 7% (5) 10%
Q.40. Who is the president of Global Solar Council 

(GSC)?
 (1) Sandeep Yadav (2) Ashish Prajapati
 (3) Narendra Pathak (4) Muneer Ansari
 (5) Pranav R Mehta
Q.41. Which Oscar-winning sound designer died 

recently?
 (1) Harrison Ford (2) Gregg Rudloff
 (3) Ace Cruz  (4) Richard Anderson
 (5) Ben Burtt
Q.42. Which Indian Woman Boxer has reached the 

number one position in the International Boxing 
Association’s (AIBA) latest world rankings?

 (1) Yvonne Caples (2) Kavita chahal

 (3) MC Mary Kom (4) Sarjubala Devi
 (5) Laishram Sarita Devi
Q.43. Who was the last chairman of the (Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics) USSR's Supreme Soviet?
 (1) Anatoly Lukyanov (2) Mikhail Gorbachev
 (3) Georgy Malenkov (4) Leonid Brezhnev
 (5) Yuri Andropov
Q.44. Where the second edition of Khelo India Youth 

Games has been started?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Mumbai (3) Bangalore
 (4) Pune (5) Lucknow
Q.45. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has agreed 

to provide USD 400 million to which country's 
Central Bank under a swap arrangement?

 (1) Pakistan  (2) Nepal 
 (3) Afghanistan  (4) Sri Lanka
 (5) Maldives
Q.46. Who holds the record for winning the national 

table tennis title for the maximum times?
 (1) Sharat Kamal  (2) G Sathiyan
 (3) Kamlesh Mehta (4) Mahesh Shukla
 (5) Nitin Garg
Q.47. According to World Economic Forum Report, 

India is set to become the world's __ largest 
consumer market by 2030.

 (1) Third (2) Sixth (3) Ninth
 (4) Seventh (5) Second
Q.48. According to World Bank, India’s GDP is expected 

to grow at __ per cent in the fiscal year 2018-19.
 (1) 7.3 (2) 7.4 (3) 7.5
 (4) 7.8 (5) 8
Q.49. Who has been appointed as the Director General 

(DG) of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)?
 (1) Kunwar Chandra (2) Dharmesh Singh
 (3) Manoj Agrahari (4) Surendra Paswan
 (5) Kumar Rajesh Chandra
Q.50. Sabyasachi Bhattacharya has passed away recently. 

He was a___.
 (1) Singer (2) Doctor (3) Historian
 (4) Politician (5) Lyricist
Q.51. Reserve Bank of India has appointed a five-

member panel to suggest ways to improve digital 
payments. Who will head the panel?

 (1) Nandan Nilekani (2) Ratan Tata
 (3) Mukesh Ambani (4) Sam Pitroda
 (5) Ravi Shankar Prasad

The Indian Society for Remote Sensing is an organisation known in the area of space science, remote sensing and 
geo-spatial technology.
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Indian Society of Remote Sensing (ISRS) was established in 1969 with the main objective of advancement 
and dissemination of remote sensing technology in the fields of mapping, planning and management of natural 

resources and etc.

Q.52. Playback singer P. Suseela has been chosen for the 
Harivarasanam award. Which state have instituted 
this award?

 (1) Tamil Nadu government
 (2) Karnataka government
 (3) UP government
 (4) Kerala government
 (5) Goa government
Q.53. Sheikh Hasina has been sworn in as the Prime 

Minister of Bangladesh. For how which terms 
she has been sworn in as the Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh?

 (1) Second term  (2) Third term
 (3) Fourth term  (4) Fifth term
 (5) Sixth term
Q.54. Which country has started levying departure tax 

on each person leaving the country?
 (1) India (2) Pakistan (3) China
 (4) Japan (5) Britain
Q.55. Which country has become the 105th member of 

the International Cricket Council (ICC)?
 (1) USA (2) Somalia (3) Jordan
 (4) Iran (5) China
Q.56. According to the Central Statistics Office (CSO), 

Indian economy is expected to grow at what per 
cent in 2018-19 mainly due to improvement in 
the performance of agriculture and manufacturing 
sectors.

 (1) 7 (2) 7.1 (3) 7.2
 (4) 7.3 (5) 7.5
Q.57. Which Indian American has been appointed as the 

director of the Energy Institute at the University of 
Texas?

 (1) Varun Rai  (2) Tarun Ray
 (3) Santosh Agrawal (4) Namrata Shukla
 (5) Avantika Srivastava
Q.58. Which India-born economist took over as the 

International Monetary Fund’s chief economist, 
becoming the first woman to occupy the top post?

 (1) Rohini Pande  (2) Gita Gopinath
 (3) Jayati Ghosh  (4) Amit Mitra
 (5) Urjit Patel
Q.59. The government has allowed which country’s 

bank to open a branch in Mumbai, recently?
 (1) Pakistan (2) Iran (3) Israel
 (4) China (5) Japan

Q.60. Bandhan Bank has agreed to acquire housing 
finance firm Gruh Finance through a share swap 
deal. Who is the promoter Gruh Finance?

 (1) ICICI Bank  (2) SBI
 (3) HDFC Bank  (4) Axis Bank
 (5) IDBI Bank
Q.61. Where will the 86th National Billiards and Snooker 

Championship be held?
 (1) Surat (2) Bangalore (3) Mumbai
 (4) Indore (5) Chennai
Q.62. Who has won the U-11 British Junior Open squash 

event?
 (1) Gaurav Agrawal (2) Mahesh Kripal
 (3) Nandan Pandey (4) Anahat Singh
 (5) Avanish Grewal
Q.63. Wesley Kiprono has won the eighth Vadodara 

International Marathon (VIM). He belongs to 
which country?

 (1) Namibia (2) Kenya (3) Zimbabwe
 (4) Somalia (5) Uganda
Q.64. Tata Trust's subsidiary organization, Collectives 

for Integrated Livelihoods Initiatives have 
been selected for which prestigious prize for 
encouraging entrepreneurship in rural areas?

 (1) Udamshilta Purashkar, 2018
 (2) National Entrepreneurship Award, 2018
 (3) National Skill Mitra Award, 2018
 (4) MSME Award, 2018
 (5) None of these
Q.65. Kei Nishikori defeated Daniil Medvedev in the 

Brisbane International Tournament ATP final to 
win the title.  He belongs to which country?

 (1) China (2) South Korea (3) Japan
 (4) Taiwan (5) Vietnam
Q.66. Four-time former legislator Kunjilal Meena passed 

away recently. He belongs to which party?
 (1) INC (2) BJP (3) TMC
 (4) AIADMK (5) BSP
Q.67. Which state emerged on top of Asia 

Competitiveness Institute (ACI), Singapore's 
2018 Ease of Doing Business (EDB) Index ABC 
rankings for economies of 21 states of India?

 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Maharashtra
 (3) New Delhi  (4) Goa
 (5) Uttar Pradesh
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Vadodara host the eighth international marathon on 6th January 2019.

Q.68. Who is the most successful player in Hopman Cup 
history?

 (1) Rafael Nadal  (2) Roger Federer
 (3) Grigor Dimitrov (4) Alexander Zverev
 (5) Dominic Thiem
Q.69. Who won the final of the 6th edition of Pro Kabbadi 

League to lift their maiden title?
 (1) Bengaluru Bulls (2) Patna Pirates
 (3) Dabang Delhi (4) Telugu Titans.
 (5) Gujarat Fortune giants
Q.70. Where is Veer Savarkar International Airport?
 (1) Guwahati (2) Port Blair   (3) Surat
 (4) Jammu (5) Imphal
Q.71. Which state government bagged the Central Board 

of Irrigation and Power (CBIP) award?
 (1) Bihar  (2) Odisha
 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Uttar Pradesh
 (5) Goa
Q.72. Who won the WTA Auckland Classic title?
 (1) Julia Georges  (2) Bianca Andreescu
 (3) Simona Halep (4) Caroline Wozniacki
 (5) Angelique Kerber
Q.73. Where is the 80th National Table Tennis 

Championship being held?
 (1) Cuttack (2) Mumbai (3) New Delhi
 (4) Pune (5) Ghaziabad
Q.74. Who has inaugurated 27th New Delhi World Book 

Fair at Pragati Maidan?
 (1) Smriti Irani  (2) Prakash Javadekar
 (3) Narendra Modi (4) Arun Jaitley
 (5) None of these
Q.75. East Siang District has achieved 100 percent 

electrification under the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj 
Bijli Har Ghar Yojana- Saubhagya Scheme. In 
which state does it belong too?

 (1) Nagaland  (2) Manipur
 (3) Arunachal Pradesh (4) Madhya Pradesh
 (5) Andhra Pradesh
Q.76. Where is the Indian Panorama Film Festival being held?
 (1) New Delhi  (2) Kolkata 
 (3) Bhubaneswar  (4) Patna
 (5) Pune
Q.77. National Green Tribunal has imposed a fine of 100 

crore rupees on which state Government for its 
failure to curb illegal coal mining in the state?

 (1) Assam (2) Bihar (3) Odisha
 (4) Meghalaya (5) Tripura
Q.78. Which Veteran Democratic leader has been elected 

as Speaker of the US House of Representatives for 
the second time?

 (1) Kevin McCarthy (2) Steve Scalise
 (3) Nancy Pelosi  (4) Steny Hoyer
 (5) Charles E. Schumer 
Q.79. Pakistan has declared which ancient Hindu 

religious site in Peshawar as national heritage?
 (1) Shri Varun Dev Mandir, Manora
 (2) Jagannath Mandir, Sialkot
 (3) Katas Raj Temple, Chakwal
 (4) Panj Tirath, Peshawar
 (5) Hinglaj Mata Mandir, Baluchistan
Q.80. Which of the following Day is observed every year 

on 4th January?
 (1) National Youth Day
 (2) National Voters' Day
 (3) Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
 (4) International Holocaust Remembrance Day
 (5) World Braille Day
Q.81. Who has been honoured with the Kabi Samrat 

Upendra Bhanja National Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in Literature, instituted by the 
Berhampur University?

 (1) Jagjivan Pandey
 (2) Manoj Das
 (3) Krishan Mishra
 (4) Sandeep Mahato
 (5) Ravi Jugani
Q.82. According to Association of Mutual funds in India 

(AMFI), which Mutual Fund has piped ICICI 
Prudential MF to become the country’s largest 
asset management company after a gap of over 
two years?

 (1) HDFC Mutual Fund
 (2) AXIS Mutual Fund
 (3) Zerodha Mutual Fund
 (4) Karvy Mutual Fund
 (5) Angel Mutual Fund
Q.83. Renowned writer and Sahitya Akademi awardee 

Dibyendu Palit died recently. His work were 
mainly in ___ language?

 (1) Assamese (2) Odia (3) Bengali
 (4) Telugu (5) Kanada
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The marathon will be held across four categories: 42 km, 21 km, 10 km and 5 km.

Q.84. RBI has appointed an eight-member expert 
committee to comprehensively review and propose 
long-term solutions for revival of which of the 
following?

 (1) Banking sector
 (2) MSME sector
 (3) Rural Banking sector
 (4) Skill sector
 (5) Agricultural sector
Q.85. Former Chief Justice of which High Court 

Chandrashekhar Dharmadhikari passed away 
recently?

 (1) Guwahati High Court
 (2) Delhi High Court
 (3) Bombay High Court
 (4) Patna High Court
 (5) Allahabad High Court
Q.86. Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das set up 

a high-level committee headed by Education 
Minister to consider the demands of para-teachers. 
Who is the Education Minister of Jharkhand?

 (1) Suresh Chauhan (2) Mukesh Tripathi
 (3) Neera Yadav  (4) Sanjay Pasi
 (5) Satish Poddar
Q.87. Ministry of HRD constitutes a task force under 

whose chairmanship to look into the issue of JNV 
suicides?

 (1) Dr. Samyuktha Gangadhar
 (2) Dr. Megha Mahajan
 (3) Dr. Sowmyashree Mayur Kaku
 (4) Dr. Satish Ramaiah
 (5) Dr. Jitendra Nagpal
Q.88. Who has assumed the charge of Secretary, 

Department of Fertilizers, Ministry of Chemicals 
& Fertilizers, and Government of India?

 (1) Chhabilendra Roul 
 (2) Vikram Sharma
 (3) P.K. Mishra 
 (4) Amitabh Kant
 (5) Bhaskar Kulbe
Q.89. Which Indian pharma company has acquire the 

Japan-based Pola Pharma?
 (1) Cipla  (2) Aurobindo Pharma
 (3) Dr Reddy's Labs (4) Sun Pharma
 (5) Abbott India

Q.90. Padam Shree awardee cricket coach Ramakant 
Achrekar, who is credited with shaping the early 
career of_, died.

 (1) Ajit Agarkar  (2) Mohammad Kaif
 (3) Sachin Tendulkar (4) Mahendra Singh Dhoni
 (5) None of these
Q.91. Justice A K Sikri has been nominated as the 

Executive Chairman of NALSA. Expand NALSA.
 (1) National Legal System Access
 (2) National Legal System Authority
 (3) National Legal Services Access
 (4) National Legal Services Authority
 (5) None of these
Q.92. Which lunar rover landed on the far side of the 

moon, becoming the world's first spacecraft to 
touch down on the moon's uncharted side never 
visible from Earth?

 (1) Chang'e-4  (2) Discovery
 (3) Chandrayan  (4) Victoria
 (5) None of these
Q.93. Karnataka Bank Ltd has launched which integrated 

mobile banking application?
 (1) KBL Mobile  (2) KBL MobileApp
 (3) KBL MobilePlus (4) KBL MobilePlus App
 (5) None of these
Q.94. Which two country has officially quit the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO)?

 (1) China and India (2) United States and Israel
 (3) Russia and China (4) India and Russia
 (5) None of these
Q.95. How many Indian blue-chip oil firms has signed 

an agreement with IIT-Bombay to set up a Centre 
of Excellence in Oil, Gas and Energy?

 (1) 5 (2) 7  (3) 9
 (4) 12 (5) 15
Q.96. Who has been named as the event ambassador for 

the 16th Tata Mumbai Marathon?
 (1) Milind Soman (2) M C Mary Kom
 (3) Sachin Tendulkar (4) Leander Paes
 (5) PV Sindhu
Q.97. Which veteran comedy writer and performer died 

recently?
 (1) Bob Einstein  (2) David Letterman
 (3) Ellen DeGeneres (4) Woody Allen
 (5) Conan O'Brien
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Other categories include "divyang paralympic run", "swachhata run", "pledge run" and "jawan run".

Q.98. The Union government approved the merger of 
Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank with which bank?

 (1) Punjab National Bank
 (2) Union Bank of India
 (3) Bank of India
 (4) Bank of Baroda
 (5) State Bank of India
Q.99. Vanlalhuma has been appointed as the next 

Ambassador of India to which country?
 (1) Thailand (2) Slovakia (3) Iran
 (4) China (5) Jordan
Q.100. According to RBI' ‘Report on Trend and Progress 

of Banking in India 2017-18’, the Net profits of 
regional rural banks (RRBs) has declined by what 
per cent in 2017-18?

 (1) 10.7 (2) 9.1 (3) 2.1
 (4) 16.1 (5) 7.5
Q.101. Which organisation has launched "Samwad with 

Students" Programme?
 (1) ISRO  (2) DRDO
 (3) Doordarshan  (4) IIT-Delhi
 (5) IIM-Ahmedabad
Q.102. Which country assumed the seat as a non-

permanent member of the UN Security Council?
 (1) South Africa  (2) Vietnam
 (3) North Korea  (4) Somalia
 (5) Iran
Q.103. MD Hemant Bhargava has been given the 

additional charge of the chairman of which 
institution?

 (1) Housing Development Corporation of India
 (2) Life Insurance Corporation of India
 (3) State Bank of India
 (4) Corporation Bank of India
 (5) General Insurance Corporation of India
Q.104. Senior leader and former MLA Dr Kalpana 

Parulekar died recently. She was associated with 
which political party?

 (1) Bhartiya Janta Party 
 (2) Indian National Congress
 (3) Bahujan Samaj Party
 (4) Communist Party of India
 (5) Samajwadi Party
Q.105. Jair Bolsonaro is sworn in as the President of 

which country?

 (1) Mexico (2) South Africa (3) Brazil
 (4) Australia (5) Argentina
Q.106. A 12-year-old Indian-origin student Dhruv Manoj 

has bagged two gold medals at the World Memory 
Championships held in Hong Kong. He belongs to 
which country?

 (1) China (2) Canada (3) Singapore
 (4) Venezuela (5) Mongolia
Q.107. Who has took over as Director General of 

Ordnance Factories (DGOF) and chairman, 
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) in Kolkata?

 (1) Mahesh Shukla (2) Saurabh Kumar
 (3) Abhimanyu Singh (4) Ashok Kumar
 (5) Sanjay Shahi
Q.108. Union Home Ministry has approved the Uttar 

Pradesh government proposal to rename Allahabad 
as ___.

 (1) Prayagraj (2) Kashi (3) Vidyanagar
 (4) Ganganagar (5) Kumbh Nagar
Q.109. Who has been appointed as the secretary of 

Competition Commission of India (CCI)?
 (1) Sanjay Mehta
 (2) Akash Asthana
 (3) Pramod Kumar Singh
 (4) Arunima Singh
 (5) Dileep Mahto
Q.110. Justice Chagari Praveen Kumar took charge as the 

acting Chief Justice of which High Court?
 (1) Assam (2) Andhra Pradesh
 (3) Bihar (4) Odisha
 (5) Punjab
Q.111. Where will the International Advertising 

Association (IAA) host the IAA World Congress?
 (1) Kochi (2) Chennai
 (3) Mumbai (4) New Delhi
 (5) Pune
Q.112. According to the UNICEF, which country has 

welcomed as many as 69,944 babies on New 
Year's Day, the highest in the world?

 (1) China  (2) India 
 (3) Bangladesh  (4) Pakistan
 (5) Saudi Arabia
Q.113. To whom has the Indian Society for Remote 

Sensing conferred the 'National Geospatial Award 
for Excellence'?
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Veteran Communist Party of India (Marxist) leader Nirupam Sen, during whose tenure as the industry minister in 
West Bengal the Singur controversy broke out over the Tata Nano project, died at the age of 72.

 (1) Sudhanshu Chaturvedi 
 (2) Mayank Singh
 (3) Sanjay Nainwal
 (4) Parvez Ahmad
 (5) Jayanta Kumar Ghosh
Q.114. Which veteran Bollywood actor and writer passed 

away recently?
 (1) Javed Akhtar  (2) Kader Khan
 (3) Noor Hashmi  (4) Mahesh Bhatt
 (5) Sanjay L Bhansali
Q.115. Who has been appointed as the new Railway 

Board Chairman?
 (1) Lalit Sharma  (2) Mukesh Soni
 (3) Kishun Beldar (4) V. K. Yadav
 (5) Jignesh Tripathi
Q.116. Justice Thottathil B Radhakrishnan took over as 

the first Chief Justice of which state High Court?
 (1) Sikkim (2) Assam (3) Telangana
 (4) Chhattisgarh (5) Jharkhand
Q.117. Which bank has tied up with SBI Life Insurance 

to sell the policies of the insurer from over 3,200 
branches?

 (1) Allahabad Bank
 (2) Punjab National Bank
 (3) Union Bank of India
 (4) Vijaya Bank
 (5) Jammu & Kashmir Bank
Q.118. Veteran actor C. H. Loknath has passed away 

recently. He was related to which movie?
 (1) Kannada (2) Telugu (3) Hindi
 (4) Bhojpuri (5) Bengali
Q.119. Where is the third edition of women's national 

boxing championships held?
 (1) Bangalore (2) Vijayanagara (3) Chennai
 (4) Trivandrum (5) Kanyakumari
Q.120. In which state has Union Petroleum and Natural 

Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched 
Ujjwala Sanitary Napkins initiative?

 (1) Odisha (2) Assam (3) Bihar
 (4) Jharkhand (5) Chhattisgarh
Q.121. Which of the following statement is true?
 (1) The government has infused 10,882 crore 

rupees in four public sector banks.
 (2) This includes UCO Bank and Syndicate Bank.

 (3) This is part of total 28,615 crore rupees capital 
infusion in public sector banks.

 (4) This capital infusion shall be done in about half 
a dozen public sector banks.

 (5) All of these
Q.122. Where Prime Minister Narendra Modi did laid the 

foundation stone of 50 MW LNG-based power 
project?

 (1) Kochi  (2) Trivandrum 
 (3) Hope Town  (4) Imphal
 (5) Srinagar
Q.123. Who has been adjudged 'Women's Cricketer of the 

Year' as well as the 'Women's ODI Player of the 
Year' by the ICC?

 (1) Harmanpreet Kaur (2) Smriti Mandhana
 (3) Jhulan Goswami (4) Veda Krishnamurthy
 (5) Deepti Sharma
Q.124. Who has been appointed as Chief Information 

Commissioner (CIC)?
 (1) Sushma Singh (2) Rajiv Mathur
 (3) Vijai Sharma  (4) Radha Krishna Mathur
 (5) Sudhir Bhargava
Q.125. Which Dadasaheb Phalke award winning film 

director passed away recently?
 (1) Shashi Kapoor (2) Mrinal Sen
 (3) Manoj Kumar (4) Kasinathuni Viswanath
 (5) Vinod Khanna
Q.126. Who has become the first Indian wicket-keeper to 

take 20 catches in a Test series?
 (1) Dinesh Karthik (2) Mahendra Singh Dhoni
 (3) Rishabh Pant  (4) Wriddhiman Saha
 (5) Naman Ojha
Q.127. ESAF Small Finance Bank Ltd has received 

the RBI’s approval for inclusion in the second 
schedule of which act?

 (1) Negotiable Instrument Act, 1881
 (2) NABARD Act, 1980
 (3) RBI Act, 1934
 (4) Schedule Bank Act, 1947
 (5) BR Act, 1949
Q.128. Which Oscar and Grammy-winning lyricist has 

passed away recently?
 (1) Seth MacFarlane (2) Norman Gimbel
 (3) Mel Brooks  (4) Keith Richards
 (5) Bob Dylan
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Famous Bengali poet Nirendranath Chakraborty died. He was 94.

Q.129. Which South African fast bowler maintained his 
top positions in the ICC Test Player Rankings?

 (1) Kagiso Rabada (2) Tabraiz Shamsi
 (3) Dane Paterson (4) Willem Mulder
 (5) Reeza Hendricks
Q.130. Which state government will create an Adhyatmik 

Vibhag by merging several existing departments?
 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Chhattisgarh
 (3) Rajasthan  (4) Mizoram
 (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.131. An exhibition ‘Dandi Yatra', which is a part of the 

celebrations of the 150th birth anniversary of father 
of the nation Mahatma Gandhi, was inaugurated 
in_

 (1) Mumbai (2) Kolkata (3) New Delhi
 (4) Hyderabad (5) None of these
Q.132. India will provide Bhutan a transitional trade 

support facility of Rs___ over a period of five 
years to strengthen bilateral trade and economic 
linkages. 

 (1) 500 crore (2) 400 crore (3) 300 crore
 (4) 200 crore (5) None of these
Q.133. Which of the following countries have agreed to 

coordinate ground operations in Syria?
 (1) Russia and US (2) Russia and Syria
 (3) Russia and Turkey (4) Russia and Iran
 (5) None of these
Q.134. The Indian cricket team beat Australia by 137 runs 

in the third Test against Australia in Melbourne to 
become the____ in the history of cricket to have 
150 or more wins in Test cricket. 

 (1) Fifth country  (2) Fourth country
 (3) Third country (4) Second country
 (5) None of these
Q.135. Which of the following state government 

abolished the condition of a minimum educational 
qualification to contest local body elections?

 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Rajasthan
 (3) Odisha  (4) Telangana
 (5) None of these
Q.136. Who among the following swept the 10m air pistol trials 

in both the men's and junior boy's categories in  Asian 
Games and Youth Olympic Games championship?

 (1) Saurabh Chaudhary (2) Rahi Sarnobat
 (3) Hinna Siddhu (4) Gagan Narang
 (5) None of these

Q.137. Recently Georges Loinger has died. He is belong 
to_

 (1) Germany (2) Poland (3) Britain
 (4) France (5) None of these
Q.138. Who has been conferred with the 'Tansen Samman' 

for the year 2018?
 (1) Anu Mallik  (2) Manju Mehta 
 (3) Sonu Nigam  (4) Mohini Agrawal
 (5) Sanjeet Shukla
Q.139. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated India's 

longest rail-road _in Assam. 
 (1) Digha–Sonpur Bridge
 (2) Naranarayan Setu
 (3) Bogibeel Bridge
 (4) Munger Ganga Bridge
 (5) Godavari Bridge 
Q.140. Laxmikant Shantaram Kudalkar and Usha Timothy 

have been conferred with which award?
 (1) Tansen Samman
 (2) Mohammed Rafi Award
 (3) Lata Samman
 (4) Jackson Award
 (5) Sangeet Award
Q.141. Famous poet Nirendranath Chakraborty has 

passed away. His work was mainly in which of the 
following language?

 (1) Marathi (2) English (3) Konkani
 (4) Bengali (5) Bhojpuri
Q.142. P V Bharathi has been appointed as managing 

director and chief executive officer of which bank?
 (1) State Bank of India (2) Punjab National Bank
 (3) Corporation Bank (4) Bank of India
 (5) Karnataka Bank
Q.143. Indian Navy commissioned its tenth Naval 

hospital, ___ at the Naval station Karanja in Uran 
near Mumbai. 

 (1) INS Virat  (2) INHS Sandhani
 (3) INHS Sidhu  (4) INHS Mitra
 (5) INS Kali
Q.144. Who has been appointed as the acting defense 

secretary of United States?
 (1) Patrick Shanahan (2) Mike Pompeo
 (3) John F. Kelly  (4) Rex W. Tillerson
 (5) John R Bolton
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Nirendranath Chakraborty won the Sahitya Akademi award in 1974 for his poem 'Ulanga Raja' (naked king) which 
mocked the social set up.

Q.145. Where was the International Training Centre 
for Operational Oceanography (ITCOocean) 
inaugurated?

 (1) Chennai  (2) Bangalore
 (3) Hyderabad  (4) Mumbai 
 (5) Kochi
Q.146. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up a six-

member committee to review the economic 
capital framework of the central bank. Who is the 
Chairman of this committee?

 (1) Bimal Jalan
 (2) Rakesh Mohan
 (3) Subhash Chandra Garg
 (4) N. S. Vishwanathan
 (5) Bharat Doshi
Q.147. Former Union Minister Captain Jai Narain Prasad 

Nishad has passed away recently. He was from 
which state?

 (1) Rajasthan  (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Bihar
 (5) Chhattisgarh
Q.148. Which State Government announced to change the 

name all the Child Care Institutes being run in the 
state as 'Jagannath Ashrams'?

 (1) Manipur (2) Andhra Pradesh
 (3) Telangana (4) Haryana
 (5) Mizoram
Q.149. Andhra Pradesh High Court will be the _____ 

High Court in the country.
 (1) 26th (2) 29th (3) 24th
 (4) 25th (5) 27th
Q.150. Who has been appointed as the deputy managing 

director of Infrastructure Leasing & Financial 
Services (IL&FS)?

 (1) Ankit Verma  (2) Vivek Kumar
 (3) Sachin Sharma (4) Rakesh Singh
 (5) Bijay Kumar
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The marathon, flagged off by Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani, saw participation of 60 international athletes

iz-1- mRlkg dh fxurh vPNs xq.kksa esa gksrh gSA fdlh Hkko ds 
vPNs ;k cqjs gksus dk fu'p; vf/kdrj mldks ço`fÙk ds 
'kqHk ;k v'kqHk ds ifj.kke ds fopkj ls gksrk gSA ogh 
mRlkg tks drZO; deksaZ ds çfr bruk lqUnj fn[kk;h iM+rk 
gS] vdrZO; deksaZ dh vksj gksus ij oSlk 'yk?; çrhr ugha 
gksrkA vkRej{kk] ijj{kk] ns'k j{kk vkfn ds fufeÙk lkgl 
dh tks meax ns[kh tkrh gS mlds lkSUn;Z dks ijihMu MdSrh 
vkfn deksaZ dk lkgl dHkh ugha igq¡p ldrkA ;g ckr gksrs 
gq, Hkh fo'kq) mRlkg ;k lkgl dh ç'kalk lalkj esa FkksMh 
cgqr gksrh gh gSA vR;kpkfj;ksa ;k Mkdqvksa ds 'kkS;Z o lkgl 
dh dFkk,a Hkh yksx rkjhQ djrs gq, Hkh lqurs gSaA

 mijksDr x|ka'k ds vk/kkj ij fuEu ç'u ds mÙkj nhft,A
 x|ka'k dk mi;qä 'kh"kZd crkb,%
 A. mRlkg  B. tks'k C. ?keaM D. ohjrk
PSG1. dqUrh vius ykMys yky dks] vius ân; ds VqdMs dks] 

vius I;kjs uotkr f'k'kq dks unh esa NksM dj ykSV vk;hA 
og NksVh unh FkhA ok;q vuqdwy Fkh] nSo dh xfr tkuh 
ugha tkrhA og unh pEcy unh esa tkdj feyrh gSA vc 
f'k'kq dh fiVkjh cgrh&cgrh pEcy unh esa vk x;hA bVkos 
ds ikl pEcy unh vkdj Jh;equk th esa feyrh gS vr% 
pEcy ds çokg dsa lkFk og Hkh ;equk th esa vk x;h vkSj 
;equk th ds lkFk ç;kx dh vksj c<hA rhFkZjkt ç;kx es 
tkdj Jh ;equk th xaxk th es fey tkrh gS vr% vc 
og eatw"kk f'k'kq dks ysdj dk'kh dh vksj cgus yxhA mlds 
lkFk u dksbZ eYykg Fkk u iFk çnZ'kdA HkkX; mls Lo;a 
gh cgkdj ys tk jgk FkkA dk'khiqjh] ikVfyiq= vkfn jkT;ksa 
dh lhek dks ikj djrh gqbZ xaxk th ds çokg ds lkFk og 
eatw"kk fcuk fdlh :dkoV ds vkxs c<+h pyh tk jgh FkhA 
vkxs pydj og vax ns'k dh lhek esa igq¡phA vc ekuks 
mldh ;k=k lekIr gksxh mlh le; paik uxjh ds jktk 
vf/kjFk viuh L=h jk/kk vkSj vius lsodksa ds lfgr xaxk 
Luku djus vk;s FksA mUgksaus nwj ls bl lqUnj&lh isVh dks 
tkàoh dh ygjksa ds lkFk ØhMk djrs ns[kkA var esa mUgksaus 
vius lsodksa dks vkKk nh & lkeus ;g tks eatw"kk cgrh tk 
jgh gS mls idM+ dj ykvksA

iz-2- dqarh vius uotkr lqdqekj f'k'kq dks dgk¡ NksM+dj vkbZ Fkh\
 A. rkykc B. unh C. leqæ D. dqvk
iz-3-  eatw"kk dks dkSu ysdj tk jgk Fkk\
 A. lsod  B. eYykg C. iFkçn'kZd  D. HkkX;
iz-4- jktk vf/kjFk us lsodksa dks D;k vkKk nh Fkh\
 A. eatw"kk dks ykus dh B. f'k'kq dks ykus dh
 C. lsuk dks ykus dh D. jk/kk dks ykus dh
iz-5- pEik uxjh ds jktk fdlds lkFk xaxk&Luku djus vk, Fks\

 A. jk/kk vkSj lsod B. lsuk vkSj lsod
 C. jk/kk vkSj lsuk D. lsuk vkSj f'k'kq
iz-6- tc dksbZ ljdkjh i= Kkiu ;k dk;kZy; Kkiu ,d lkFk 

vusd çsf"kr;ksa dks Hkstk tk, mls D;k dgrs gS\
 A. vkns'k   B. vuqLekjd i=
 C. vf/klwpuk  D. ifji=
iz-7-  tc ,d vf/kdkjh nwljs vf/kdkjh dks O;fäxr uke ls i= 

fy[krk gS mls D;k dgrs gSa\
 A. 'kkldh; i= B. v}Z 'kkldh; i=
 C. fVIi.kh  D. dk;kZy;h Kkiu
iz-8- ,d fo|kFkhZ dks vius Ldwy ds ç/kkukpk;Z dks vfHkfuosnu 

esa D;k fy[kuk pkfg,\
 A. vkidk  B. Hkonh;
 C. vkidk vkKkdkjh f'k"; D. vkidk lsod
iz-9- la{ksi.k ewy ikB ls fdrus 'kCnksa esa fy[kuk pkfg,\
 A. vk/ks 'kCnksa esa] 1@2 B. ,d frgkbZ 'kCnksa esa] 1@3
 C. rhu pkSFkkbZ 'kCnksa esa] 3@4 D. nks frgkbZ 'kCnksa esa] 2@3
iz-10- fgUnh esa /ofu;ka fdrus çdkj dh gksrh gSa\
 A. 2 B. 4 C. 6 D. 8
iz-11- ek=k ds vk/kkj ij Loj fdrus çdkj ds gksrs gSa\
 A. 2  B. 3 C. 4  D. 5
iz-12- ftºok ds vk/kkj ij Loj fdrus çdkj ds gksrs gSa\
 A. 2  B. 3 C. 4  D. 6
iz-13- fuEu esa dkSu lk 'kCn iqfYyax gS\
 A. n;k  B. ek;k C. Hkk"kk  D. vkHkkj
iz-14- fuEu esa dkSu lk 'kCn iqfYyax gS\
 A. vk'kk  B. d"V C. {kek  D. lsuk
iz-15- fuEu esa dkSu lk 'kCn lzhfyax gS\
 A. fookn  B. lkj C. #i  D. vk;
iz-16- fuEu esa dkSu lk 'kCn lzhfyax gS\
 A. x`g  B. panu C. iÙkk  D. lHkk
iz-17- lfU/k fdrus çdkj dh gksrh gS\
 A. 2  B. 3 C. 4  D. 6
iz-18- ^lnkuUn* dk lfU/k foPNsn dhft,A
 A. lr~+vkuUn  B. lr+vkuUn
 C. ln+vkuUn   D. lnk+vkuUn
iz-19- ^iqLrdky;* esa dkSu lh lfU/k gS\
 A. nh?kZ  B. xq.k C. o`f}  D. ;.k
iz-20- ^vfHk+mn;* dh lfU/k dhft,A

 A. vH;qn;  B. vH;ksn; C. vHkhmn;  D. vfHkmn;
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iz-21- ^;FkklaHko* esa dkSu lk lekl gS\

 A. vO;;hHkko B. deZ/kkj; 

 C. rRiq:"k  D. f}xq
iz-22- ^ijes'oj* esa dkSu lk lekl gS\

 A. }an  B. deZ/kkj; C. vO;;hHkko  D. rRiq:"k
iz-23- ^v/;{k* esa dkSu lk milxZ gS\

 A. vfHk B. v/k C. vr  D. vn

iz-24- ^laxzke* esa milxZ crkb,A

 A. lu~  B. le~ C. l  D. lr
iz-25- ^lko/kkuh* esa dkSu lk çR;; gS\

 A. uh  B. /kkuh C. bZ  D. vkuh

iz-26- ^ftUnxh* esa dkSu lk çR;; gS\

 A. xh  B. bZ C. nxh  D. ;h
iz-27- fuEu esa dkSu lk 'kCn rRle gS\

 A. fç;  B. fi;k C. eksj  D. pkj
iz-28- fuEu esa dkuS lk 'kCn rRle ugha g\S

 A. opu  B. 'ykdk C. frä  D. pkj
iz-29- fuEu esa dkSu lk 'kCn fons'kt gS\

 A. fjD'kk  B. twrk C. rsanqvk  D. uo
iz-30- ^xk;* dkSu lh laKk gS\

 A. O;fäokpd  B. tkfrokpd
 C. Hkkookpd  D. æO;okpd
iz-31- fuEu esa dkSu lh Hkkookpd laKk gS\

 A. fnYyh  B. yMdk C. eksgu  D. chekjh
iz-32- fgUnh esa dqy fdrus loZuke gSa\

 A. 9  B. 10 C. 11  D. 12
iz-33- loZuke ds dqy fdrus Hksn gksrs gSa\

 A. 5 B. 6 C. 7  D. 8
iz-34- ^ioZrh;* dkSu lk fo'ks"k.k gS\

 A. xq.kokpd fo'ks"k.k B. la[;kokpd fo'ks"k.k

 C. ifjek.k okpd fo'ks"k.k D. lkoZukfed fo'ks"k.k

iz-35- fuEu esa dkSu lk 'kCn fo'ks"k.k gS\

 A. vkxjk B. pedhyk C. dqN D. fy[kuk
iz-36- tks 'kCn laKk dh fo'ks"krk crkrs gSa mUgsa D;k dgrs gSa \

 A. loZuke  B. fo'ks"k.k
 C. fØ;k  D. fØ;k fo'ks"k.k

iz-37- ^jke lks jgk gS* & bl okD; esa dkSu lh fØ;k gS\

 A. vdeZd B. ldeZd C. çsj.kkFkZd D. f}deZd

iz-38- ^og ,d lIrkg Ckkn vk;k* & bl okD; esa dkSu lk 'kCn 
fØ;k fo'ks"k.k gS\

 A. og  B. ,d C. ckn  D. vk;k

iz-39- ^lsuk,a ;q) {ks= ls vkxs c<h* & bl okD; esa lac/k okpd 
'kCn crkb,A

 A. lsuk,a  B. ;q) {ks= C. vkxs  D. c<h
iz-40- ^og vk;k vkSj eSa x;k* & bl okD; esa leqPp; cks/kd 

'kCn crkb,A

 A. og  B. vk;k C. vkSj  D. x;k
iz-41- ^gk;! vc eSa D;k d#¡A* & bl okD; esa foLe;cks/kd 'kCn 

crkb,A

 A. gk; B. vc C. eSa D. D;k
iz-42- dkSu lk 'kCn ^vuhd* dk i;kZ;okph gS\

 A. vtqZu B. lsuk C. vfXu D. ?kksMk
iz-43- ^diMk* dk i;kZ; crkb,A

 A. pyu B. olu C. xxu D. taxy
iz-44- ^vkdk'k* dk foykse crkb,A

 A. /kjrh  B. ikrky C. vuFkZ  D. vu?k

iz-45- ^i`Foh* dk foykse crkb,A

 A. vkdk'k B. ikrky C. xkspj D. yksfdd

iz-46- ^vHk;&mHk;* 'kCn ;qXe dk lgh vFkZ gS%

 A. fuHkZ;&nksauksa  B. gok&vfXu

 C. i<+uk&i<+kuk D. nksuksa&fuHkZ;
iz-47-  ^vfy&vyh* 'kCn ;qXe dk lgh vFkZ gS%

 A. da/kk&fgLlk B. HkkSajk&l[kh
 C. neu&nkeu  D. nlu&n'kZu
iz-48- milxZ og 'kCnka'k gS tks%

 A. fdlh 'kCn ds ckn esa tqMrk gSA

 B. fdlh 'kCn ds e/; esa tqMrk gSA

 C. fdlh 'kCn ds vkxs tqMrk gSA

 D. 'kCn esa dgha Hkh tqM ldrk gSA

iz-49-  dkSu lk 'kCn 'kq) gS\

 A. fN;kyhl B. N;kyhl C. fN;kfyl D. N;kfyl
iz-50- fuEu esa 'kq) 'kCn crkb,A

 A. mTToyu B. mToyu C. mT>yu D. mtyu
Q.51. From the below four options, identify the odd one.
 A. Rhinoceros  B. Lion
 C. Tiger   D. Wolf
Q.52.  Select the figure from the options that will have the 

same relation with Figure C as that exists between 
Figure B and A.

Sharath-Manika win mixed doubles final in National TT Championship
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 A.   B. 

 C.   D. 

Q.53. From the below names, identify the odd one out.
 A. Jim Corbett  B. Ranthambore
 C. Bandhavgarh  D. Tungabhadra
Q.54.  Identify the odd one from the below list of names.
 HDFC, ICICI, IDBI, SEBI, PNB, BOB, BOI, UCO, 

HSBC
 A. IDBI  B. SEBI C. UCO  D. HSBC
Q.55.  The below names are related by certain logic. From 

the options, select the one that can be made a part of 
this group of names.

 Tarapur, Kudankulam, Kaiga, Kakrapar, 
Kalpakkam, Narora

 A. Koyna   B. Rawatbhata
 C. Ukai   D. Bhakra Nangal
Q.56.  Out of a group of 25 tourists, 10 can speak Gujarati, 

12 can speak Marathi, 5 can speak both Gujarati as 
well as Marathi. Identify the number of people who 
can neither speak Gujarati nor Marathi.

 A. 6  B. 7 C. 8 D. 9
Q.57.  In a class of 38 students, 18 students like cricket, 

20 like football and 15 like chess. 8 students like 
both cricket and chess and 3 out of these also like 
football. 7 students like only cricket and 6 students 
like only chess. How many students like only 
football?

 A. 11  B. 13 C. 15  D. 17
Q.58. At a hospital, a certain number of patients are 

waiting for doctor consultation. 40 patients have 
diabetes and 30 patients have high blood pressure. 
22 patients have both diabetes as well as high blood 
pressure, while 17 patients have neither diabetes 
nor high blood pressure. What is the total number 
of patients waiting at the hospital?

 A. 56   B. 65 
 C. 87   D. 109
Q.59.  In a music class, 12 students can play flute, 11 can 

play guitar and 10 can play violin. 6 students can 
play flute as well as guitar and 3 out of these can 

also play violin. 3 students can play only guitar and 
4 students can play only violin. How many students 
can play only flute?

 A. 4   B. 5 
 C. 6   D. 7
Q.60.  What is the total number of rectangles in the below 

figure?

 
 A. 2 B. 3 C. 5 D. 7
Q.61.  What is the total number of triangles in the below 

figure?

 
 A. 14 B. 16 C. 18 D. 20
Q.62. A standard dice is the one in which the sum of 

the numbers on the opposite surfaces equals to 7. 
Which of the below figures, when folded, can create 
a standard dice?

 A.  B. 

 C.  D. 

Q.63. Suman is fond of driving. One day, she left her 
home early and drove towards East for 8 km and 
then turned 90° anticlockwise and drove for 15 km 
to reach a lake.

 What is the shortest distance of the lake from her 
home?

 A. 15 km   B. 16 km 
 C. 17 km   D. 18 km
Q.64. Deepak left his office and walked towards East for 

5 km and then turned left and walked for 12 km 
to reach his home. Madan, who works in the same 
office, left the office and walked towards West for 
5 km and then turned left and walked for 12 km 
to reach his home. What is the shortest distance 
between Deepak’s and Madan’s home?

 A. 17 km B. 24 km C. 26 km  D. 34 km

The International Cricket Council (ICC) announced USA Cricket as its 105th member.
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Q.65.  Which of the below figures will have both its 

mirror image as well as the water image same as 
the original figure?

 A.  B. 

 C.   D. 

Q.66. The below sheet of paper, with front side marked 
with numbers and the rear side blank, is folded to 
form a dice with numbers visible on the outer sides.

 
 Which of the below options correctly represents the 

dice?

 A.  B. 

 C.   D. 

Q.67. If the outer figure is rotated 270° clockwise and 
inner figure is rotated 270° anti-clockwise, then 
which of the below figures will result in a figure 
same as the original figure?

 A.  B. 

 C.  D. 

Q.68. The sale of motorcycles in October month depends 
on how good the monsoon has been in the previous 
few months. The current year received more than 
expected rainfall in most parts of India.

 Which of the below conclusions about motorcycle 
manufacturing companies can be drawn from 
above?

 A.  Companies will increase prices of motorcycles 
to increase profitability.

 B.  Companies will reduce manpower count to 
curtail costs.

 C.  The company revenue will increase even if the 
prices remain unchanged.

 D.  The market shares of each of the companies 
will increase further with good sales.

Q.69. When people buy new homes, they also buy 
consumer durable products such as fridge, TV, 
washing machine, etc. The sale of new flats depends 
on the home loan interest rates. It is expected that 
the banks will cut the interest rates by at least 1% 
next year, which is a big reduction.

 Which of the below conclusions can be drawn from 
above?

 A. The consumer durable product companies will 
have to give heavy discounts to promote their 
sales.

 B.  The government will relax foreign investment 
norms to attract more multinational brands of 
consumer durables to India.

 C.  Real estate sector and consumer durable 
companies will witness high growth in sales.

 D.  The sales of consumer durables on e-commerce 
sites will grow much faster than the sales in 
shopping malls.

Q.70.  Ramesh aspires to be a doctor. To get admission to a 
good medical college, one should score good marks 
in physics, chemistry and biology and also secure 
higher rank in pre-medical test exam. Ramesh has 
scored highest marks in the three subjects in his 
board exam and also topped the medial test exam.

 Which of the below conclusions can be drawn from 
above?

 A.  Ramesh will become a gold medalist doctor.
 B.  Ramesh will become a doctor and open his 

own multi-specialty hospital.
 C.  Ramesh will easily get admission to any 

medical college of his choice.
 D.  Being a topper, Ramesh can also choose to 

become an engineer.
Q.71. I like to shop at stores that have more offers and 

discounts, so I choose to shop more at GMart and 
less at Bliss Bazaar.

 From this statement, identify which of the below 
assumptions is implicit?

 A.  Both GMart and Bliss Bazaar have more 
offers and discounts.

 B.  Bliss Bazaar does not have any offers and 
discounts.

 C.  GMart has more offers and discounts than 
Bliss Bazaar.

 D.  Bliss Bazaar has more offers and discounts 
than GMart.

As a Member of the ICC, USA Cricket is now eligible to receive funding in accordance with the ICC 
Development Funding Policy and can sanction domestic and international cricket in the United States.
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Q.72. Doctor has advised me to consume less sugar as I 

have diabetes. So I am eating less ice cream.
 From this statement, identify which of the below 

assumptions is implicit?
 A.  Ice cream contains less sugar and eating ice 

cream helps to reduce the effects of diabetes.
 B.  Eating ice cream reduces sugar levels in the 

body, which worsens diabetes.
 C.  Ice cream contains sugar, so consuming less 

ice cream helps to reduce sugar intake.
 D.  Ice cream is a remedy for diabetes, so 

consuming ice cream in small quantity is good 
for health.

Q.73. A retail store is targeting a higher sale by attracting 
more customers to the store. They have stepped 
up their marketing budgets on activities and 
promotions.

 From this statement, identify which of the below 
assumptions is implicit?

 A.  Higher marketing spends will boost staff 
motivation and efficiency.

 B.  Activities and promotions will increase 
footfalls to the store and more customers will 
mean more shopping and more business.

 C.  Higher marketing spends will improve 
negotiation power with vendors and increase 
margins.

 D.  Increase in marketing spends will improve the 
product availability and reduce opportunity 
loss due to stock out.

Q.74. Select the option that is related to the third term in 
the same way as the second term is related to the 
first term.

 Book : Read :: Speech : ?
 A. Copy B. Dictate C. Listen D. Ignore
Q.75. In a certain code language, if “WATER” is coded as 

“XCWIW” and “DREAM” is coded as “ETHER”, 
then how would “TIGER” be coded in that 
language?

 A. VLKJX B. UKIJW C. VKJIW D. UKJIW
Q.76. In a certain code language, if “DIRECTOR” is 

coded as “SCPHUQDD”, “PRODUCER” is coded 
as “SOFQDNVC”, then how would “CUSTOMER” 
be coded in that language?

 A. BVRUNNDS B. SBFTNRPS
 C. SDFVNTPU D. SBFTMPRS
Q.77. Komal is the daughter of Mrs. Suman and Sonam is 

the daughter of Mr. Kamal. If Rajaram is the father-
in-law of Suman and husband of Surekha, who is 

the mother of her only child Kamal. How is Komal 
related to Sonam?

 A. Cousin  B. Sister
 C. Grandmother D. Aunt
Q.78. A boy is performing on the stage. Pointing at him, a 

man in the audience seated next to the boy’s father 
said, “He is the son of the husband of a lady who is 
the daughter-in-law of the father-inlaw of my wife”. 
How is the man related to the boy performing on 
the stage?

 A. Father   B. Father-in-law
 C. Grandfather  D. Uncle
Q.79. If A+B means A is the husband of B, A#B means A 

is the brother of B, A@B means B is the son of A 
and A$B means B is the daughter of A, then from 
the given options, choose what is the meaning of 
the below statement:

 R#P+Q@S$T
 A. R is the grandfather of S
 B. P is the uncle of T
 C. S is the grandson of P
 D. T is the granddaughter of Q
Q.80. A is the father-in-law of B, who is the mother of C. 

D is the mother of E, who is the father of F and C.
 How is A related to E?
 A. Husband  B. Father-in-law
 C. Brother   D. Father
Q.81. Read the below statements. 
 All the students are teachers. Some teachers are 

principals.
 Which of the conclusions given in the below options 

logically follows from the above statements?
 A. Some students are principals.
 B. All principals are teachers.
 C. Some principals are teachers.
 D. All the students are principals.
Q.82. Read the below statements.
 All horses are donkeys. All donkeys are monkeys. 

No monkey is a tiger.
 Which of the below conclusions logically follow(s) 

from the above statements?
 a) All horses are monkeys.
 b) Some donkeys are tigers.
 c) Some monkeys are horses.
 d) Some monkeys are donkeys.
 A. Conclusions a, b and c follow.
 B. Conclusions a, b and d follow.
 C. Conclusions b, c and d follow.
 D. Conclusions a, c and d follow.

The ICC has 105 members: 12 Full Members that play Test matches and 93 Associate Member.
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Q.83. If all the English letters appearing at the even 

number position, except the multiples of 4, are 
removed, then which letter will come at the 13th 
place in the new alphabet series?

 A. O  B. P C. Q  D. R
Q.84. In a certain language, if “EXTERNAL” is coded 

as “IYUISOEM” and if “PARTICLE” is coded 
as “QESUMDMI”, then how would the word 
“ANALYSIS” be coded in that language?

 A. EOEMZTQT B. EOEMZTJT
 C. EOENZTOT D. EOEMZTMT
Q.85. In a certain language, if “CABBAGE” is coded 

as “BBAHZFB” and if “BRINJAL” is coded 
as “NKHBQMA”, then how would the word 
“PUMPKIN” be coded in that language?

 A. POOKTII B. PKKTJII
 C. PLLKTMM D. PLLJTOO
Q.86. In a certain language, if “CAMPHOR” is coded 

as “DCPTMUY” and if “TROUBLE” is coded 
as “UTRYGRL”, then how would the word 
“PLUMBER” be coded in that language?

 A. QNXOGKY B. OMXOGKZ
 C. QNXQGKY D. ONXOGKY
Q.87. In the below series, identify what can come in place 

of “?”
 BX, DU, FR, HO, JL, LI, ?
 A. MF B. NE C. NF  D. ME
Q.88. In the below series, identify what can come in place 

of “?”
 BQT, VDT, VXG, IXA, CKA, CEN, ?
 A. EGP  B. PEG C. FHQ  D. PEH
Q.89. In the below series, identify what can come in place 

of “?”
 C2, F5, I11, L17, ?, R31, U41, X47
 A. O25  B. Q23 C. Q21  D. O23
Q.90. If we interchange “+” with “–” and “÷” with “×”, 

then what is the value of the below expression?
 39 × 3 + 10 – 13 ÷ 2
 A. 3  B. 17 C. 29  D. 31
Q.91.  If we interchange “+” with “–” and “÷” with “×”, 

then which of the below equations is correct?
 A. 15 × 3 – 17 + 6 ÷ 2 = 11
 B. 2 ÷ 7 + 8 – 21 × 3 = 14
 C. 12 – 16 × 2 + 5 ÷ 4 = 1
 D. 17 + 7 ÷ 2 – 21 × 3 = 10
Q.92. Read the question below:
 What is the relation between A and C?
 Read the statement below:

 A is the son of B and C is the daughter of D.
 Which of the below information is additionally 

required to answer the above question definitely?
 A. A is elder to C.
 B. C is taller than A.
 C. B is male and D is female.
 D. D is the wife of B.
Q.93. Read the question below:
 How many students are seated between Deepak and 

Satish?
 Read the statements given below:
 A group of 20 students are seated in a row watching 

a movie. Rajesh is at the 5th position from the left. 
Satish has 5 students on his right.

 Deepak is seated somewhere between Rajesh and 
Satish.

 Which of the below information is additionally 
required to answer the above question?

 A. Deepak has more number of students on his 
right hand than Satish.

 B.  Rajesh has 9 students between him and Satish.
 C.  Deepak has 8 students on his left side.
 D.  Satish has 14 students on his left including 

Deepak.
Q.94. Read the question below:
 What is the average age of Aman, Boman and 

Chaman?
 Read the statement given below:
 The age of Aman, Boman and Chaman are in the 

ratio 6 : 5 : 3 respectively.
 Which of the below information is additionally 

required to answer the above question?
 A.  The age of Boman is greater than the average 

age of three people.
 B.  The difference in the age of Boman and 

Chaman is twice the difference in the age of 
Aman and Boman.

 C.  The age of Aman is twice the age of Chaman.
 D.  On the first birthday of Chaman, Aman was 9 

years older than Boman.
Q.95. Read the question below:
 Who is seated to the immediate right hand of B 

among eight friends?
 Read the statements given below:
 Eight friends A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are seated 

around a round table and having dinner. A is seated 
exactly opposite to B and E is seated exactly 
opposite to F. C is exactly between E and A. D is on 
the immediate right hand of A.

The ICC is responsible for the organisation and governance of cricket's major international tournaments, most 
notably the Cricket World Cup.
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 Which of the below information is additionally 

required to answer the above question?
 A.  A is between C and D.
 B.  C is seated exactly opposite G.
 C.  B is seated between G and H.
 D.  D is seated between A and F.
Q.96. A man went to the market with `200 in his pocket. 

He bought 2 kg apples at ̀ 50 per kg and also bought 
2 dozen bananas.

 What is the balance amount with him after the 
purchase?

 Which of the below information is additionally 
required to answer the above question?

 A.  Bananas cost `25/kg in the market.
 B.  The discount on bananas was 10% against 5% 

on apples.
 C.  The weight of 2 dozen bananas was same as 

that of 2 kg of apples.
 D.  The cost of a dozen bananas was equal to the 

cost of half a kg of apples.
Q.97. A man has some money with him in coins of 

denominations of `5, `2 and `1. The total number 
of coins was 150. What is the total amount with the 
person?

 Which of the below information is additionally 
required to answer the above question?

 A.  The number of coins of `5 denomination was 
25.

 B.  The number of coins of `1, `2 and `5 were in 
the ratio of 3 : 2 : 1.

 C.  The number of coins of `1 was thrice the 
number of coins of `5.

 D.  The number of coins of `2 was twice the 
number of coins of `5.

Q.98. A is the brother of B, who is the sister of C. A, B 
and C are the children of E and F. How is F related 
to B?

 Which of the below information is additionally 
required to answer the above question?

 A.  C is the son of F.
 B.  E is the father of A.
 C.  E and F have 1 son and 2 daughters.
 D.  E and F have 2 sons and 1 daughter.
Q.99. In a certain class, the roll number of Dinesh is 10 

while that of Uma is 16.
 What is the roll number of Damyanti?
 Which of the below information is additionally 

required to answer the above question?
 A.  There are 20 students in the class.
 B.  The roll number of Damyanti is 6 places away 

from roll number of Dinesh.
 C.  The roll number of Damyanti is after Uma.
 D.  The number of students having roll number 

between Damyanti and Dinesh is the same 
as the students having roll number between 
Damyanti and Uma.

Q.100. The age of Harshad is four times the age of his son 
Vijay. Four years back, the age of Sudha was six 
times the age of her son Vijay. What is the current 
age of Sudha?

 Which of the below information is additionally 
required to answer the above question?

 A.  After four years, the difference in the ages of 
Harshad and Sudha will be four years.

 B.  The sum of ages of Harshad and Sudha after 
four years will be 8 more than the sum of their 
current ages.

 C.  The sum of ages of Harshad, Vijay and Sudha 
before four years was 12 less than the sum of 
their current ages.

 D.  The average age of Harshad, Vijay and Sudha 
is an even number.

Q.101. Calisto M T, Arial and Century are various types of 
______.

 A. Word Art  B. Font sizes
 C. Styles  D. Fonts
Q.102. Which of these provides access to internet?
 A. MNP  B. ISP
 C. Spreadsheets D. Search engines
Q.103. What is a power strip?
 A.  It is an electrical device that is used to expand 

the capacity of a wall outlet in terms of the 
number of devices it can accommodate.

 B.  It plugs multiple components into one power 
outlet.

 C.  It provides power supply for electronic 
devices.

 D.  It is used to increase the magnitude of voltage/
current/power of an input signal.

Q.104. Which of the following groups is NOT present in 
the ‘Insert’ tab of MS Excel?

 A. Illustrations  B. Paragraph
 C. Links   D. Symbols
Q.105. Triveni Sangam of Uttar Pradesh is the place of 

confluence of which of the following rivers?
 A. Ganga, Yamuna, Narmada
 B. Ganga, Yamuna, Saraswati

Gujarat best state in providing strong ecosystem for startups: DIPP ranking
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 C. Ganga, Yamuna, Tapti
 D. Ganga, Yamuna, Sindhu
Q.106. Which of these is NOT a University in Uttar 

Pradesh?
 A. Bundelkhand University
 B. Choudhary Charan Singh University
 C. Barkatullah University
 D. Gautam Buddha University
Q.107. Which of the following is NOT a folk dance of 

Uttar Pradesh?
 A. Ramlila  B. Raslila
 C. Ahir Dance  D. Giddha Dance
Q.108. The Regional Centre of the Lalit Kala Akademi 

(National Academy of Art) in Uttar Pradesh is 
located at ______.

 A. Allahabad  B. Lucknow
 C. Aligarh   D. Kanpur
Q.109. Which God is Chhat Pooja, a very important festival 

of Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and Bihar, dedicated 
to?

 A. Earth B. Fire C. Sun  D. Trees
Q.110. Which of these fairs (mela) is NOT celebrated in 

Allahabad?
 A. Kumbh Mela B. Magh Mela
 C. Baisakh Mela  D. Ardha Mela
Q.111. ASSOCHAMUP is a State level, premier Chamber 

of Trade, Commerce and Industry, representing 
large, medium and small units in private, 
cooperative and public sectors. What is the full 
form of ASSOCHAMUP?

 A.  The Associated Chambers of Uttar Pradesh
 B.  The Associated Chambers of Trade and 

Commerce of Uttar Pradesh
 C.  The Associated Chambers of Commerce and 

Industrial Development of Uttar Pradesh
 D.  The Associated Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry of Uttar Pradesh
Q.112. When did the state of Uttar Pradesh first come into 

existence?
 A. 1st April 1937 B. 9th November 2005
 C. 2nd June 1960 D. 5th September 1945
Q.113. Population of Uttar Pradesh as per Census 2011 is:
 A. 200,500,122 B. 199,581,477
 C. 150,200,060 D. 120,500,477
Q.114. Which of these is NOT a district in Uttar Pradesh?
 A. Amethi B. Basti C. Dehradun D. Meerut

Q.115. What is the meaning of the word ‘Mohenjo-daro’?
 A. Favourite city B. Mound of the dead
 C. Place of living D. A market area
Q.116. Which of these statements is true about the Indus 

Valley Civilization?
 A. The Indus people were the first to produce 

cotton.
 B. They stored food grains in wooden boxes.
 C.  Indus valley civilization covered parts of 

Punjab, Sindh, Baluchistan, Gujarat, Rajasthan 
and West Bengal.

 D.  The Indus people domesticated dogs, cats and 
horses in large scale.

Q.117. Qutub Minar in Delhi is the tallest brick minaret 
in the world. Which of these kings DID NOT 
contribute to its construction?

 A. Firuz Shah Tughluq B. Qutubuddin Aibak
 C. Alauddin Khilji D. Iltutmish
Q.118. Which of these pairs of event and date is NOT 

matched correctly?
 A.  Delhi became the new capital of India - 1911
 B. Mahatma Gandhi launched the Champaran 

campaign in Bihar to draw attention to the 
grievances of indigo planters - 1917

 C.  BG Tilak founded Indian Home Rule League 
with its headquarters at Poona - 1914

 D.  Subhash Chandra Bose resigned as the 
president of the INC - 1939

Q.119. In which of these battles did the English defeat 
Siraj-ud-Daula, the Nawab of Bengal?

 A.  Battle of Plassey in 1757
 B.  Battle of Wandiwash in 1760
 C.  Third Battle of Panipat in 1761
 D.  Battle of Buxar in 1764
Q.120. In Jainism, three Ratnas (Triratnas) are given and 

they are called the way to Nirvana. What are they?
 A. Right Speech, Right Knowledge and Right 

Conduct.
 B. Right Faith, Right Knowledge and Right 

Behaviour.
 C.  Right Faith, Right Path and Right Conduct.
 D.  Right Faith, Right Knowledge and Right Co 

duct.
Q.121. Andaman and Nicobar Islands is a Union Territory 

of India. What is the number of islands in Nicobar?
 A. 9  B. 19 C. 204  D. 300

DIPP ranking Gujarat was the best performer, four states - Karantaka, Kerala, Odisha and Rajasthan - were there 
in top performer’s category.
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Q.122. Which of these theories related to origin of Solar 

System is correctly matched?
 A.  Nebular Hypothesis : Archimedes
 B.  Tidal Hypothesis : James Jeans & Harold 

Jeffrey
 C.  Gaseous Hypothesis : Chamberlin and 

Moulton
 D.  Planetesimal Hypothesis : Kant
Q.123. Which of these continents is correctly matched with 

its biggest country (in area)?
 A. Asia : India
 B. Africa : Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
 C. North America : United States
 D. South America : Brazil
Q.124. Find the INCORRECT match.
 A.  Largest Creature in the World - Blue whale
 B.  Largest Delta in the World - Sunderban 

(Bangladesh & India)
 C.  Deepest Lake in the World - Superior (Canada)
 D.  Largest Desert in the World - Sahara (Africa)
Q.125. Which of these is NOT among the important hill 

resorts of Lesser Himalayas or the Himachal?
 A. Banasura  B. Chhail
 C. Ranikhet  D. Nainital
Q.126. This river has a total length of 2900 km. It starts 

in Tibet (from Chemayungdung glacier), where it 
is called Tsangpo, and enters the Indian territory 
(in Arunachal Pradesh) under the name Dihang.
Its important tributaries are Subansiri, Kameng, 
Dhansiri, Manas, and Teesta. Name the river.

 A. Ganga   B. Indus 
 C. Brahmaputra  D. Narmada
Q.127. The Indian Standard Meridian passes through 5 

States. Which of these states is NOT among the 
five?

 A. Andhra Pradesh B. Odisha
 C. Bihar  D. Chhattisgarh
Q.128. What is the maximum strength of the Lok Sabha as 

envisaged by the Constitution?
 A. 550 B. 250 C. 552 D. 600
Q.129. Which amendment act of the Constitution of India 

made Panchayati Raj a constitutional body?
 A. 73rd amendment act of 1992
 B. 86th amendment act of 2002
 C. 74th amendment act of 1993
 D. 61st amendment act of 1989

Q.130. Which of these is NOT a tier in the Three- Tier 
System of Panchayati Raj in India?

 A. Village Panchayat B. Panchayat Samiti
 C. Zilla Parishad D. Municipal Parishad
Q.131. Which of the following is NOT an important feature 

of the Indian Constitution?
 A.  It is a ‘written’ constitution.
 B.  It is ‘flexible’ (it can be amended), but it is 

also ‘rigid’ (as some part, i.e., its ‘basic struc-
ture’ cannot be amended).

 C.  It is ‘Unitary’ (as Centre has more power), but 
it is also ‘Federal’ (as power is divided be-
tween the Centre and the State).

 D.  It can be amended by the Governor of states 
(in consultation with MPs and MLAs).

Q.132. Which of these is NOT a factor that contributed to 
the making of Indian Constitution?

 A. Industrial Revolution
 B. Parliamentary democracy in Britain
 C. Socialist revolution in Russia
 D. Bill of Rights in the US
Q.133. Before the advent of British rule, India had an 

independent economy. Which of the following was 
not a major occupation at that time?

 A. Agriculture B. Handicrafts
 C. Construction D. Tourism
Q.134. With the introduction of the new liberal economic 

policy of 1991, Indian economy addressed the 
prevailing economic problems through all of the 
following, EXCEPT:

 A. Industrialisation B. Globalisation
 C. Privatisation D. Liberalisation
Q.135. Some Indian economists attempted to measure 

India’s national income during British rule. 
Who among the following is NOT one of those 
economists?

 A. Dadabhai Naoroji
 B. V.K.R.V Rao
 C. R.C Desai 
 D. Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis
Q.136. Which of these is an INCORRECT match between 

banks and their taglines?
 A.  State Bank of India : A banker to every Indian
 B.  Punjab National Bank : Badhti ka nam zindagi
 C.  Kotak Mahindra Bank : Let’s make money 

simple
 D.  Dena Bank: Trusted Family Bank

A total of 27 states and three union territories participated in the DIPP ranking.
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Q.137. Gandhiji’s ideal of Village Sarvodaya implied that 

an ideal village must fulfil certain conditions. Which 
of the following is NOT among those conditions?

 A.  The caste system should be abolished
 B.  The places of worship should be built beside 

each other to develop a sense of brotherhood
 C.  It should have a dharamshala and a small dis-

pensary
 D.  It should be self-sufficient in matters of food 

and clothing
Q.138. What was the motto of the 21st Commonwealth 

Games, 2018?
 A. People, place, passion
 B. Share the dream
 C. Humanity, destiny, equality
 D. Come out and play
Q.139. The Uber Cup, sometimes called the World Team 

Championships for Women, is a major international 
badminton competition contested by women’s 
national badminton teams.

 Which team won the Uber Cup 2018?
 A. Korea B. Thailand C. Japan D. China
Q.140. Which of the following is INCORRECT?
 A.  Passage Exercise (PASSEX) 2018 is a naval 

exercise between India and Indonesia.
 B.  Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) is an annual 

exercise between India and Pakistan.
 C.  Indra-2018 is a tri-service joint military exer-

cise between India and Russia.
 D.  Trilateral Naval Exercise Malabar 2018 is 

held among three countries - India, Japan and 
United States.

Q.141. Below are some important events and the dates on 
which they were celebrated in 2018. Which of these 
is NOT correctly matched?

 A. International Yoga Day – 21st of June
 B. World Health Day – 7th April
 C. World Earth Day (WED) – 22nd April
 D. International Bio-diversity Day–1st May
Q.142. The first mega food park in India was inaugurated 

in March 2018. At which of the following places is 
it located?

 A. Gujarat  B. Andhra Pradesh
 C. Rajasthan D. West Bengal
Q.143. In March 2018, the Government of India extended 

urea subsidy to farmers till 2020. What was the aim 
of this initiative?

 A.  Ensuring supply of urea in all villages

 B.  Ensuring adequate supply of urea at statutory 
controlled prices

 C.  Ensuring availability of urea to all farmers ir-
respective of their land sizes

 D.  Ensuring better agricultural production using 
uninterrupted supply of urea

Q.144. A new platform for selling agricultural produce has 
been launched by the Government of India. What is 
the name given to this new platform?

 A. e-RaKam  B. e-SeVam
 C. e-Bikri   D. e-Sell
Q.145. The Government of India plans to triple the 

capacity of food processing sector in India from the 
current 10 per cent of agriculture produce and has 
also committed `6,000 crore (US$ 936.38 billion) 
as investments for mega food parks in the country 
as part of which of the following schemes?

 A. VRUDDHI  B. SAMRUDHI
 C. SAMPADA  D. SAMAGRA
Q.146. Identify the WRONG match.
 A. Fountain Pen-Lewis Edson Waterman
 B. Ammeter - Zacharias Janssen
 C. Barometer - Evangelista Torricelli
 D. Animation - Emile Reynaud
Q.147. Identify the correct match.
 A. Microwave Oven - Percy Spencer
 B. Transformer - Pierre Vernier
 C. Battery - William Stanley
 D. Vernier Caliper - Alessandro Volta
Q.148. What is the term used for ‘temporarily stored 

data’?
 A. Miscellaneous data B. Cached data
 C. Picked data D. Tempo data
Q.149. Who is the author of the book ‘Abhigyana 

Shakuntalam’?
 A. Tulsidasa  B. Surdasa
 C. Kalidasa  D. Raidasa
Q.150. Which of the following pairs is NOT correctly 

matched?
 A.  A Bunch of Old Letters: Jawaharlal Nehru
 B.  A Brief History of Time: Albert Einstein
 C.  A Midsummer Night’s Dream: William 

Shakespeare
 D.  A Contribution to the Critique of Political 

Economy: Karl Marx

Delhi government collaborates with Washington University to monitor air quality
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iz-1-¼A½ mRlkg ¼mi;qZä vorj.k esa iwjh rjg ls mRlkg dks 
ifjHkkf"kr fd;k x;k gS] lkFk gh ldkjkRed vkSj 
udkjkRed nksuksa :iksa ls mRlkg dh rqyuk dh x;h gSA 
vr% bldk mfpr 'kh"kZd mRlkg gSA½

iz-2-(B) unh ¼,d NksVh unh esa NksM+k Fkk] og unh pacy unh 
esa feyrh gS] tks fd vkxs pydj Jh ;equk th esa 
feyrh gS vkSj var esa ç;kxjkt esa tkdj xaxkth esa 
feyrh gSA½

iz-3-(D) HkkX; ¼eatw"kk dk i;kZ; & HkkX; o fdLer gksrk gSA½

iz-4-(A)  eatw"kk dks cqykus dh 

iz-5-(A)  jk/kk vkSj lsod ds lkFk ¼pEik ukxjh ds jktk jk/kk 
vkSj vius lsodksa ds lkFk Luku djus vk, FksA½

iz-6-(D) ifji= ¼tc dksbZ ljdkjh i= ;k Kkiu ,d lkFk 
vusd foHkkxksa ] vf/kdkfj;ksa ;k deZpkfj;ksa dks Hkstk 
tkrk gS] rks mls ^ifji=* ;k ^x'rhi=* dgrs gSaA 
ifji= dh ;gh fo'ks"krk gS fd çs"kd ,d gh vf/kdkjh 
gksrk gS vkSj ikus okys ¼çsf"krh½ vusd gksrs gSaA

iz-7-(B) vnZ~/k&'kkldh; i= ¼ljdkjh vf/kdkfj;ksa ds e/;] 
ljdkjh dke ls O;fäxr 'kSyh esa fy[ks tkus okys i=ksa 
dks vnZ~/k&'kkldh; i= dgrs gSaA bu i=ksa esa O;fäxr 
i=ksa dh Hkk¡fr vkReh;rk ,oa Hkkoqdrk ds n'kZu gksrs gSaA 

iz-8-(C) vkidk vkKkdkjh f'k"; ¼,d fo|kFkhZ vkSj ç/kkukpk;Z 
ds chp xq# vkSj f'k"; dk laca/k gS vr% f'k"; dks 
vius vfHkfuosnu esa vkidk vkKkdkjh f'k"; fy[kuk 
pkfg,A½

iz-9-(B) ,d frgkbZ 'kCnksa esa] 1@3 ¼la{ksi.k dk vFkZ gksrk fdlh 
x| ;k i| ds vFkZ dks de 'kCnksa es mlds ewY; rF;ksa 
lfgr crkuk] vksj bldk vuqikr ewy x| dk 1@3 
gksuk pkfg,A½

iz-10-¼B½ 4 [Hkk"kk dh lcls NksVh bdkbZ ^/ofu ^ gksrh gSA ;s /
ofu;k¡ gSa & 1&âLo Loj ¼ftu Lojksa ds mPpkj.k esa 
lcls de le; yxrk gSA½ & v] b] m] _A  2& nh?kZ 
Loj ¼ftu Lojksa ds mPpkj.k esa nksxquk le; yxrk 
gSA½ & vk] bZ] Å] ,] ,s] vks] vkSA 3& Iyqr Loj  
¼ftu Lojksa ds mPpkj.k esa âLo Lojksa ls nksxqus ls Hkh 
T;knk le; yxrk gSA½ & vkssssssse~ ] jhssssssA 4& 
O;atu & ;s Lojksa dh lgk;rk ls cksys tkrs gSaA]

iz-11-¼A½ 2 ¼ek=kvksa ds vk/kkj ij Loj nks çdkj ds gksrs gSa] 1& 

âLo Loj ftudks cksyus esa ,d ek=k dk le; yxrk 
gS] 2& nh?kZ Loj ftudks cksyus esa nks ek=k dk le; 
yxrk gSA½

iz-12-¼B½ 3 ¼thHk ds vk/kkj ij Loj rhu çdkj ds gksrs gSa] 
1& vxz Loj & thHk ds vxys Hkkx ls cksys tkrs gSa] 
2& e/; Loj & thHk ds e/; Hkkx ls cksys tkrs gSa] 
3& i'p Loj & thHk ds fiNys Hkkx ls cksys tkrs gSaA½ 

iz-13-¼D½ vkHkkj ¼iq#"k tkfr ds cks/kd 'kCn iqfYyax dgykrs gSa] 
mnkgj.k ds fy, & n;k fdlh ij dh tkrh gS] ek;k 
lcdks my>k nsrh gS] Hkk"kk fopkjksa ds vknku&çnku 
dk ek/;e gksrh gS] tcfd fdlh dk vkHkkj çdV 
fd;k tkrk gSA vr% Li"V gS fd dsoy vkHkkj gh ,d 
iq:"kokpd 'kCn gSA ½

iz-14-(B) d"V ¼iq#"k tkfr ds cks/kd 'kCn iqfYyax dgykrs gSa] 
mnkgj.k ds fy, & vk'kk fdlh ls dh tkrh gS] {kek 
fdlh ls ekaxh tkrh gS] lsuk ns'k dh lqj{kk dk dk;Z 
djrh gSA tcfd fdlh dk nq[k ns[kdj d"V gksrk gSA 
vr% Li"V gS fd dsoy d"V gh ,d iq:"kokpd 'kCn 
gSA½

iz-15-¼D½ vk; ¼L=h tkfr ds cks/kd 'kCn L=hfyax dgykrs gSa] 
mnkgj.k ds fy, & fookn vkil esa gks ldrk gS] 
bl dgkuh dk lkj iwjh dgkuh dks Li"V dj nsrk gS] 
csjkstxkjh dk :i fo'kky gS bl ns'k esaA tcfd esjh 
vk; mldh vk; dh nksxquh gSA vr% Li"V gS fd 
dsoy vk; gh ,d L=hopd 'kCn gSA½

iz-16-(D) lHkk ¼L=h tkfr ds cks/kd 'kCn L=hfyax dgykrs 
gSa] mnkgj.k ds fy, & cPpksa dks x`gdk;Z vo'; nsuk 
pkfg,] pUnu cgqr lqxaf/kr gksrk gS] iÙkk isM+ ls fxjrk 
gSA tcfd fdlh eqís ij lHkk cqykbZ tkfr gSA vr% 
Li"V gS fd dsoy lHkk gh ,d L=hopd 'kCn gSA ½

iz-17-(B) 3 ¼laf/k;k¡ rhu çdkj dh gksrh gSa] Loj laf/k] O;atu 
laf/k rFkk folxZ laf/kA½

iz-18-¼A½ lr~ + vkuan ¼r~ + vk ¾ nk] ;g ,d O;atu laf/k dk 
fu;e gS ftlds vuqlkj ;fn fdlh oxZ dk igys o.kZ 
dk esy fdlh Loj vFkok fdlh oxZ ds rhljs o pkSFks 
o.kZ ;k var%LFk O;atu ls gks rks og vius gh oxZ ds 
rhljs o.kZ esa ifjofrZr gks tkrk gSA½

iz-19-¼A½ nh?kZ laf/k [v] vk] b] bZ] m] Å ds ckn ;fn dksbZ mlh 
tkfr dk o.kZ vk,] rks nksuksa ds esy ls nh?kZ vk] bZ ]

ExpLanatiOn/UpSSSC/VDO/ SOLVED papEr 23-12-2018

The first edition of the Bhopal Literature and Art Festival (BLF) will be held from January 12-14 at Bharat 
Bhawan in Bhopal.



93MARCH 2019  MICA

SOLVED PAPER 23-12-2018
Å gks tkrs gSa] vr% ;g nh?kZ laf/k gksrh gS A iqLrd + 
vky; ¾ iqLrdky; ¼ v + vk ¾vk ½]

iz-20-¼A½ vH;qn; ¼;fn b] bZ] m] Å vkSj _ ds ckn dksbZ fHkUu 
Loj vk, rks b] bZ dk ^;k*] m dk ^o* vkSj _ dk 
^j* gks tkrk gS] vr% ;gk¡ ;.k laf/k gS] vHkh + mn; 
¾ vH;qn; lgh gSA½

iz-21-(A)  vO;;hHkko lekl ¼bldk igyk in vO;; gksrk gS 
vkSj ;g fØ;kfo'ks"k.k ds :i esa ç;qä gksrk gS] tSls 
;Fkk'kh?kz] çfrfnu] vuq'kklu vkfn A vr% ;FkklaHko 
esa vO;;hHkko lekl gSA½

iz-22-(B) deZ/kkj; lekl ¼drZ~rk&rRiq#"k dks gh deZ/kkj; 
lekl dgrs gSa blesa çk;% çFke in fo'ks"k.k vkSj 
nwljk in fo'ks"; gksrk gS] vFkok nksuksa inksa esa mies; 
vkSj mieku dk laca/k ik;k tkrk gS] tSls & ohjcyk] 
egkiq#"k vkfnA ;gk¡ ij bZ'oj dks ije vFkkZr~ loksZPp 
crk;k x;k gSA½

iz-23-(A)  vf/k ¼milxZ dqN ,sls 'kCnka'k gSa tks fdlh iwjs 'kCn 
ds igys tqM+dj mlds vFkZ esa dbZ rjg ds ifjorZu 
yk nsrs gSaA vf/k Hkh ,d milxZ gS blls cuus okys 
'kCn gSa & v/;{k] v/;kns'k] vf/kuk;d vkfnA½

iz-24-(B) le~ ¼le~ + xzke ¾ laxzke] le~ ,d milxZ gS blls 
cuus okys 'kCn gSa & ladyu] laxhr vkfnA½

iz-25-(C) bZ ¼os 'kCn vFkok 'kCnka'k tks 'kCn ds var esa yxdj 
u, 'kCnksa dk fuekZ.k djrs gSa] çR;; dgykrs gSaA ^bZ* 
çR;; ls cuus okys 'kCn & iatkch] xqtjrh vkfnA½

iz-26-(B) bZ ¼ftanxh esa ^bZ* çR;; dk ç;ksx gqvk gSA½

iz-27-(A)  fç; ¼vkt Hkh tks 'kCn laLd`r ds ewy 'kCn dh gh 
Hkk¡fr fgUnh esa ç;qä gksrs gSa] mUgha 'kCnksa dks rRle 
'kCn dgk tkrk gSA tSls jfo] jk"Vª vkfnA vr% fç; 
,d rRle 'kCn gS] tcfd fi;k dk rRle ̂ ih;* gksrk 
gS] eksj dk rRle ^e;wj* gksrk gS vkSj pkj dk rRle 
^prqFkZ* gksrk gSA½

iz-28-(D) pkj ¼pkj ,d rn~Hko 'kCn gS bldk rRle ^prqFkZ* 
gksrk gS] tcfd 'ykdk dk rn~Hko ^lykbZ*] frä dk 
rn~Hko ^rh[kk* gksrk gS] opu dk rn~Hko ^cksy* gksrk 
gSA½

iz-29-(A)  fjD'kk ¼ns'kt 'kCn & ,sls 'kCn tks vukfndky ls 
cksypky esa O;oâr gksrs vk, gSa vkSj ftudh O;qRifÙk 
O;kdj.kyH; ugha gS] ns'kh 'kCn dgykrs gSaA fons'kt 
'kCn & fgUnh esa fons'kh Hkk"kkvksa] fo'ks"kdj Qkjlh] 
vjch] rqdhZ] v¡xzsth] iqrZxkyh] Ýkalhlh vkfn ds 'kCn 

vke pyu esa vk x,A ijarq fgUnh us bu Hkk"kkvksa ds 
'kCnksa dks Hkh vius <ax ls xzg.k fd;k gS] mUgsa fons'kt 
'kCn dgrs gSaA twrk] rsanqvk vkSj uo dk vFkZ gS u;k] 
;s rhuksa ns'kt 'kCn gSa] tcfd fjD'kk vaxzsth dk 'kCn 
gSA½

iz-30-(B) tkfrokpd laKk ¼xk; ,d tkfr dk çfrfuf/kRo djrh 
gS vr% xk; ,d tkfrokpd laKk gS] ijarq ;fn ;gk¡ 
dke/ksuq xk; fy[kk gksrk rks ;g O;fäokpd laKk 
gksrkA ½

iz-31-(D) chekjh ¼ftl 'kCn ls fdlh oLrq ;k O;fä ds xq.k] 
nks"k] n'kk] Hkko vkfn dk irk pyrk gS] mls Hkkookpd 
laKk dgrs gSaA chekjh 'kCn fdlh O;fä dh n'kk crkrk 
gS] blfy, ;g ,d Hkkookpd laKk gSA tcfd fnYyh 
vkSj eksgu ,d O;fäokpd laKk gS] yM+dk 'kCn ,d 
tkfr dk cks/k djkrk gS blfy, ;g ,d tkfrokpd 
laKk gSA½

iz-32-(C) 11 ¼laKk ds LFkku ij ftu 'kCnksa dk ç;ksx fd;k 
tkrk gS] mUgsa loZuke dgrs gSaA mnkgj.k ds fy, & 
^jktho nsj ls ?kj igq¡pk*A  ;fn blds LFkku ij fy[kk 
tk, fd ^og nsj ls ?kj igqapk* rks ^og* 'kCn loZuke 
gksxkA fgUnh esa loZukeksa dh la[;k 11 gS] os gSa & eSa] 
rw] vki] ;g] og] tks] lks] dksbZ] dqN] dkSu] D;kA½

iz-33-(B) 6 [O;kogkfjd vk/kkj ij loZuke N% çdkj ds gksrs gSa]

 1& iq:"kokpd loZuke ¼eSa] rqe] og vkfn½A

 2& futokpd loZuke ¼vki] vius vki vkfn½A

 3& ç'uokpd loZuke ¼dkSu] dgk¡] D;k vkfn½A

 4& laca/kokpd loZuke ¼tks--lks] ftldh---mldh] 
vkfn½

 5& fu'p;okpd loZuke ¼;g] ;s vkfn½A

 6& vfu'p;okpd loZuke ¼dqN ] dksbZ] tjk] FkksM+k 
vkfnA½]

iz-34-(A)  xq.kokpd fo'ks"k.k ¼ftu 'kCnksa }kjk laKk ds xq.k 
vFkok nks"k dk cks/k gksrk gS] mUgsa ^xq.kokpd fo'ks"k.k* 
dgrs gSa A ^ioZrh;* 'kCn ls ,d LFkku ds fo'ks"k xq.k 
dk irk pyrk gS] vr% ;g ,d xq.kokpd fo'ks"k.k 
gSA½ 

iz-35-(B) pedhyk ¼tks 'kCn laKk ;k loZuke dh fo'ks"krk crkrs 
gSa] mUgsa fo'ks"k.k dgrs gSaA tSls & lwjt pedhyk gS] 
;gk¡ pedhyk 'kCn lwjt dh fo'ks"krk dk cks/k djk 
jgk gSA½

Devanshi Rana got the gold medal in the Junior (Under-21) Women's 25m Pistol event of Games India Youth 
Games.
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iz-36-¼B½ fo'ks"k.k ¼tks 'kCn laKk ;k loZuke dh fo'ks"krk crkrs 

gSa] mUgsa fo'ks"k.k dgrs gSaA½

iz-37-(A)  vdeZd fØ;k ¼ftu fØ;kvksa ds dk;Z dk Qy drZ~rk 
esa gh jgrk gS vkSj ^D;k* dk mÙkj çkIr ugha gksrk gS] 
mUgsa ^vdeZd fØ;k* dgrs gSaA vr% bl okD; esa ugha 
Li"V gks jgk gS jke D;k lks jgk gS\½

iz-38-(C) ckn ¼tks 'kCn fØ;k dh fo'ks"krk crkrs gSa] mUgsa fØ;k 
fo'ks"k.k dgrs gSa D;ksafd ;gk¡ ^vk;k* fØ;k gS vr% 
^ckn* ,d fØ;k fo'ks"k.k gSA½

iz-39-(C) vkxs ¼^vkxs*] 'kCn ;q){ks= vkSj c<+us ds chp laca/k 
LFkkfir dj jgk gS] vr% ;g ,d laca/kokpd 'kCn 
gSA½

iz-40-(C) vkSj ¼tks vO;; fØ;k ;k laKk dh fo'ks"krk u crkdj 
'kCnksa o okD;ksa dks tksM+us dk dk;Z djrs gSa] mUgsa 
^lEeqPp;cks/kd 'kCn* dgrs gSaA vr% bl okD; esa 
^vkSj* 'kCn ^^og vk;k] eSa x;k** okD;ksa dks tksM+us 
dk dk;Z dj jgk gSA blfy, ;g lEeqPp;cks/kd 'kCn 
gSA½

iz-41-(A)  gk; ¼ftu vO;; 'kCnksa ls g"kZ] foLe;] 'kksd] yTtk] 
Xykfu vkfn euksHkko çdV gksrs gSa] mUgsa foLe;kfncks/
kd 'kCn dgrs gSaA vr% bl okD; esa ^gk;* foLe; ds 
Hkko dks çdV dj jgk gSA½

iz-42-(B) lsuk ¼vuhd dk i;kZ; gS lsuk] tcfd ^vtqZu* dk 
i;kZ; ikFkZ] ̂ vfXu* dk i;kZ; vkx] vuy] ̂ ?kksM+k* dk 
i;kZ; ?kksVd] rqjax vkfn gksrk gSA½

iz-43-(B) olu ¼olu dk i;kZ; gksrk gS ifj/kku] iV vkfn] 
xxu dk i;kZ; gS vacj] vkleku vkfn] pyu dk vFkZ 
gksrk gS tks pht yksxksa ds chp yksdfç; gksrh gSA½

iz-44-(B) ikrky ¼vkdk'k /kjrh ls cgqr Åij gksrk gS tcfd 
ikrky /kjrh ls cgqr uhps gksrk gSA½

iz-45-(A)  vkdk'k ¼ikrky dk vFkZ gksrk gS /kjrh ds uhps] tcfd 
xkspj dk vFkZ gksrk gS tks fn[kkbZ nsrk gSA½

iz-46-(A)  fuHkZ;&nksuksa ¼vHk; dk vFkZ gksrk gS & fuHkZ;] mHk; 
dk vFkZ gksrk gS tks nksuksa esa gks] vr% ;g lgh ;qXe 
gSA½

iz-47-(B) HkkSajk&l[kh ¼,d vfy dk vFkZ gS & HkkSajk vkSj vyh 
dk vFkZ gS l[kh] vr% ;g lgh ;qXe gSA½

iz-48-(C) fdlh 'kCn ds vkxs tqM+rk gS ¼milxZ os vO;; gksrs 
gSa tks 'kCnksa ds vkxs tqM+dj 'kCnksa ds vFkZ dks cny 
nsrs gSaA½

iz-49-(A) fN;kyhl ¼fN;kyhl 'kq) orZuh gSA½

iz-50-(A) mTToy ¼mTToy 'kq) orZuh gSA½
Q.51.(A)  Because rhinoceros are herbivores in the given 

options.
Q.52.(B)  

 A B

 In Figure A to B, square comes inside the 
outer figure of middle figure, outer figure 
of middle figure rotates 180 degree in the 
clockwise direction, middle figure comes out, 
arrow moves 1 step with 90 degree rotation in 
anticlockwise direction. Triangle and Diamond 
1 steps diagonally with 180 degree rotation. 

Q.53.(D)  Jim Corbett, Ranthambore, Bandhavgarh are 
national park but Tungabhadra is a river.

Q.54.(B)  Except B, all others are an Indian multinational 
banking and financial services company while 
SEBI is the regulator for the securities market 
in India.

Q.55.(B) Except B, all others are dam while Rawatbhata is 
city in Rajasthan.

Q.56.(C)  Gujarati - 10
 Marathi - 12
 Both - 5

 
5 5 7G M

 25 – (17) = 8
Q.57.(B) 

 

Cricket 7 Football3

3 1

13

  5

6

Chess

 Only football = 13
Q.58.(B) Diabetes 40 Both (Diabetes+BP) 22
 BP 30  Neither Diabetes nor BP 17

 
8 22 18BP Dia 30+35 = 65

17

West Bengal's Mehuli Ghosh became the first double gold medallist in shooting at the Games when she teamed 
up with 10-year-old Abhinav Shaw in the 10m air rifle mixed team event.
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Q.59.(B) 

 

F V

G

5

3 3
1 4

2

3

 Only flute - 5
Q.60.(B) 

 

1 2

 
 1, 2 and (12)
Q.61.(B)  

  

5 4

3
21

6

 Single triangle = 6
 Double triangle = (12), (34), (56) = 3

 Triple triangle = (123), (234), (345), (456), 
(561), (612) = 6

 Whole triangle = 1

 Total triangle = 6 + 3 + 6 + 1 = 16
Q.62.(B)   In standard dice, the sum of opposite faces are 

equal to 7.
Q.63.(C) 

 Suman   8

15

Lake

 (Distance½2 = 64 + 225 = 289
 Distance = 17
Q.64.(C)  

  

 (H1 H2)2 = 576 + 100 = 676 
 H1 H2 = 26
Q.65.(D) 

Q.66.(C) 

Q.67.(C) 

Q.68.(C)  It has already been mentioned in the statement 
that the sale of motorcycles, which have been 
dependent on the monsoon of last month. And 
it is also estimated that there will be heavy rains 
in the current year. So this year the company’s 
sales will also increase even if the prices remain 
unchanged.

Q.69.(C) Because the bank will cut at least 1% interest 
rate next year, which will increase sales of real 
estate and consumer durable companies.

Q.70.(C)  It has already been mentioned in the statement 
that in order to get admission in a good medical 
college, one has to get good marks in all three 
subjects and get higher rank in the pre-medical 
test examination. This can be concluded that 
such a person will easily get admission in any of 
the medical colleges of his choice.

Q.71.(C)  If this is already in someone’s mind that Gmart 
gives more offers and discounts than the 
Bliss market, then he would like to buy from 
Gmart. Therefore the option (C) is correct 
preconception.

Q.72.(C) 

Q.73.(B) 

Q.74.(C)  As the book is read, similarly, the speech is 
heard.

Q.75.(D)  +1, +2, +3, +4, +5, ------------
Q.76.(B)  

  
Q.77.(B)   Sister

Former India footballer Mohammed Zulfiqaruddin, who was part of the fourth place finishing team in the 1956 
Olympics in Melbourne, passed away.
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Rajaram (+) Surekha (-)

kamal (+)

komal (-)Sonam (-)

Suman (-)

Q.78.(D) 

 

father-in-law

lady lady's father man wife

boy
uncle

Q.79.(D) 

  

R(+) P(+) Q(-)

S(+)

T(-)

Q.80.(D) 

  

A(+) D(-)

B(-) E(+)

C(+) F

Q.81.(C)  

 

students teachers principals

Q.82.(D) 

 

horses

donkeys

monkeys
tiger

Q.83.(C)  1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17 = Q, 19, 
20, 21, 23,…………

Q.84.(D) 

  
Q.85.(D) 

  
Q.86.(C) 

  
Q.87.(C) 

 B   (C)     D    (E)    F    (G)   H    (I)      J    (K)   
L   (M)   N

 X (WV)  U  (TS)   R   (QP)  O  (NM)  L    (KJ)  
I   (HG)  F

Q.88.(D) 

Q.89.(D)  C  F  I  L   O   R   U  X
 Every other prime number
  2  (3) 5  (7)  11   (13)  17  (19)  23  (29)  31  (37)  

41  (43)  47
Q.90.(C)  39 ÷ 3 – 10 + 13 X 2 
 = 13 – 10 + 26  
 = 39 – 10 = 29
Q.91.(D)  17 – 7 X 2 + 21 ÷ 3 
 = 17 – 14 + 7 = 10
Q.92.(D) 

  

B(+) D(-)

A+ C-

Q.93.(C) 

 

President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent to the constitutional provision to provide 10-per cent reservation 
in government jobs and education to economically backward section in the general category.

M M

+4+4
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8

R
5

5

S

 20 students
Q.94.(D) 

Q.95.(B)  

 

D
A

C

E

H/GB
H/G

F

 Q.96.(D) 

Q.97.(B) 

Q.98.(B) 

  

E + F -

A+ B- C

Q.99.(D) 

 

Dinesh

10

Damyanti

Uma
  16

 If the number of students having roll number 
between Damyanti and Dinesh is the same 
as the students having roll number between 
Damyanti and Uma then we can find exact roll 
number of Damyanti

Q.100.(A) 

Q.101.(D) Fonts 

 A computer  font is implemented as a digital 
data file containing a set of graphically 
related glyphs, characters, or symbols 
such as dingbats. Or A font is a graphical 
representation of text that may include a 
different typeface, point size, weight, color, or 
design. These fonts are following types such 
as Callisto, M T, Arial, and century etc,So 
option (D) is correct answer.

Q.102.(B) ISP (Internet service provider)

 An ISP (Internet service provider) is a company 
that provides individuals and other companies 
access to the Internet and other related services 
such as Website building and virtual hosting. 
While Mobile number portability (MNP) is a 
service that allows a cell phone or smartphone 
customer to change telecom carrier and keep 
the same phone number.so the option (B) is 
correct answer. 

Q.103.(A)  A power strip is an electrical device that is 
used to expand the capacity of a wall outlet in 
terms of the number of devices, while in other 
words A power strip is  a block of electrical 
sockets that attaches to the end of a flexible 
cable,and allowing multiple electrical devices 
to be powered from a single electrical socket. 
so option (A) is correct answer.

Q.104.(B)  Computer Definition- In word processing and 
text editing, A Paragraph is a collection of 
words and sentences that contain an end-of-
line character (return, line feed or both) at the 
end Which is not present in the ‘Insert’ Tab of 
MS Excel. so the option (B) is correct answer. 
While Illustrations , Links, and Symbols are 
grouped in the Insert Tab of MS Excel.

Q.105.(B) The Ganga Yamuna and Saraswati rivers are 
confluenced at prayagraj in Allahabad which 
is known as Triveni Sangam of Uttar pradesh 
. so option (B) is correct answer. While 
Narmada and Tapi rivers of Madhya pradesh 
flows in a rift valley and Sindhu river is flows 
in India and Pakistan. 

Q.106.(C) Barkatullah University, formerly known as 
Bhopal University which is present in Madhya 
Pradesh, while Bundelkhand University 
, Chaudhary charan singh  University 
(KANPUR) and  Gautam Buddha University 
(NOIDA) is located in Uttar Pradesh, so 
option (C) is correct answer. 

Q.107.(D)  Giddha is a popular folk dance of women 
in Punjab region of India and Pakistan. The 
dance is often considered derived from the 
ancient dance known as the ring dance and 
is just as energetic as bhangra; at the same 
time it manages to creatively display feminine 

Petra Kvitova warmed up for the year's first Grand Slam by coming from behind to beat home favourite Ashleigh 
Barty 1-6 7-5 7-6(3) and win her second Sydney International title.



MICA  MARCH 201998

UPSSSC VDO
grace, elegance and flexibility. So option (D) 
is correct answer.while Ramlila, Raslila and 
Ahir Dance is a folk Dance of Uttar pradesh.

Q.108.(B)  The Lalit Kala Akademi (National Academy 
of Art) is an autonomous body set up by the 
Govt of India in New Delhi in 1954 under 
the administrative control of the Ministry of 
Culture, for the promotion of Fine Arts such 
as Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, While Delhi, 
Chennai, Bhubaneswar, Kolkata and Lucknow 
etc are the regional centres of the lalit kala 
academy . So the option (B) is correct answer.

Q.109.(B) The God ‘Sun’ is worshipped at the important 
festival of Chhat pooja which is prevailed in 
Uttar pradesh Jharkhand and Bihar. So option 
(B) is correct answer. While Earth, Fire, and 
Trees are worshiping as a god from Rigvadic 
period to  modern period. 

Q.110.(C)  Kumbh Mela, Magh mela, and Ardha Mela are 
celebrated in Allahabad, while the Baishakh 
Mela is celebrated in Punjab, so option (C) is 
correct answer. 

Q.111.(D) ASSOCHAM UP (The Associated chambers 
of commerce and Industry of Uttar Pradesh ) 
which was established in 1921 in Delhi. So the 
option (D) is correct answer.

Q.112.(A) Uttar pradesh  came into existence on 1 April 
1937 which was initially known as  "United 
Provinces of Agra and Oudh" so option (A) is 
correct answer. 

Q.113.(B) According to census of 2011; The population 
of UP is 199,581,477 which is 16.50% of the 
total population of India. So the option (B) is 
correct answer.

Q.114.(C) Dehradun is the district of Uttarakhand, so the 
option (C)  is correct answer.while Amethi, 
Basti and Meerut are the district of Uttar 
pradesh.

Q.115.(B) The meaning of the word ‘MOHENJO- 
DARO’ is the Mound of the Dead, so option 
(B) is correct answer. While others are not 
related to Mohanjodaro.

Q.116.(A)  The Indus Valley Civilisation was a Bronze 
Age civilisation mainly in the northwestern 
regions of the South Asia, extending from 

what today is northeast Afghanistan to 
Pakistan and northwest India.  The term 
“Indus Valley Civilization” was used by John 
Marshall for the first time. Harappa is the first 
discovered site of this civilization excavated in 
1921 copper or bronze implements, terracotta 
figurines, seals and sealing, weights,and Great 
bath  etc. The Indus people were the first to 
produce cotton,so the option (A) is correct 
answer.

Q.117.(C) Qutub Minar in Delhi is the tallest brick 
minaret in the world whichs construction was 
compleated by Four rular of Delhi sultanate 
such as Qutubuddin Aibak, Iltutmish, Firoz 
shah Tughlaq, and Sikandar Lodi. While the 
Alauddin Khilji had not contributed in the 
construction of Qutub Minar, so option (C)  is 
correct answer.

Q.118.(C) Tilak founded the first home rule league at 
the Bombay provincial congress at Belgaum 
in April,1916. then after this Annie Besant 
founded second league at Adyar Madras in 
September 1916. So option (C) is correct 
answer.while other options are also correct.

Q.119.(A) On 23 June 1757, the Battle of Plassey was 
fought between the forces of Siraj Ud Daulah, 
and his French support troops and the troops 
of the British East India Company, led by 
Robert Clive. The Battle of Wandiwash was a 
decisive battle in India during the Seven Years 
War. This was the Third Carnatic War fought 
between the French and the British in 1760. 
The Third Battle of Panipat fought on January 
14, 1761 between the Marathas and forces 
of the Afghan ruler Ahmad Shah Abdali.The 
Battle of Buxar was fought on 22 October 
1764 between the forces under the command 
of the British East India Company, led by 
Hector Munro, and the combined armies of 
Mir Qasim, Nawab of Bengal, sirajuddaula, 
the Nawab of Awadh,and the Mughal Emperor 
Shah Alam II.so opton (A) is correct answer.

Q.120.(D) In Jainism, three Ratnas (Triratnas) are; Right 
Faith, Right knowledge, and Right conduct, so 
option (D) is correct answer.

Private sector lender IDFC Bank said its name has been changed to IDFC First Bank Ltd.
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Q.121.(B) The Andaman Islands form an archipelago in 

the Bay of Bengal between India, to the west, 
and Myanmar, to the north and east. These 
islands are the parts of the Union Territory of 
India, and A & N is a group of 576 islands. 
While the Nicobar islands is a group of 19 
islands only. so option (B) is correct answer.

Q.122.(B) The Tidal Hypothesis is given by James Jeans & 
Harold Jeffrey,while the  Nebular Hypothesis 
is an explanation of how the solar system 
was formed, proposed by Pierre Simon de 
Laplace in 1796.The gaseous hypothesis were 
proposed by the American geologist Thomas 
C. Chamberlin. Planetesimal hypothesis 
was proposed in 1905 by geologist Thomas 
Chrowder Chamberlin and astronomer Forest 
Ray Moulton to describe the formation of the 
solar system.so option (B) is correct answer. 

Q.123.(D) Brazil is the biggest country of South America 
continent and Canada is the biggest country 
of North America continent. While the Russia 
is the biggest country of Asia continent 
and Algeria is the largest country of Africa 
continent. So option (D) is correct answer.

Q.124.(C) Baikal Lake is the world deepest lake which’s 
depth is 1,642 metre. which is located in 
North Pacific ocean under the territory of 
Russia, while the Lake Superior,is  the largest 
Great Lakes of North America, and it is  also 
the world's largest freshwater lake in surface 
area, and the third largest freshwater lake in 
volume. So option (C)  is correct answer.

Q.125.(A) Banasura Hill Resort is a nature resort in 
Wayanad District of North Kerala, India  
located 37 kilometres (23 mi) away from 
Kalpetta, the district headquarters while all 
other are the part of lesser himalayas or the 
Himachal 

Q.126.(C) Brahmaputra is one of the major rivers of Asia, 
it is a cross-border river that flows through 
China, India and Bangladesh. The total length 
of the river is 2900 km. It starts with the 
Chemayungdung Glacier in Tibet, where it is 
called Tsangpo and enters the Indian region (in 
Arunachal Pradesh) under the name of Dihang. 
Manas, Teesta, Subansiri, Kameng Dhansiri 

are , it's important Tributaries  . While the river 
Ganga originates from Gangotri Glacier in 
Uttarakhand and the river Narmada originates 
from Amarkantak (Madhya Pradesh)

Q.127.(C) Standard Meridian of India which is 82°30′ 
East longitude passes through Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh, Odisha and 
Andhra Pradesh.It does not pass through Bihar 
so option c is correct

Q.128.(C) Maximum strength of the lok sabha is 552 
members - 530 members to represent the 
States, 20 members to represent the Union 
Territories, and 2 members to be nominated 
by the President from the Anglo-Indian 
Community. At present, the strength of the 
House is 545.

Q.129.(A) The 73rd Amendment 1992 added a new 
Part IX to the constitution titled “The 
Panchayats” covering provisions from Article 
243 to 243(O); and a new Eleventh Schedule 
covering 29 subjects within the functions of 
the Panchayats.So  By the 73rd constitutional 
Amendment Constitution of india  Made 
Panchayati raj a Constitutional Body 

Q.130.(D) In India, the Panchayati Raj now functions 
as a system of governance in which gram 
panchayats are the basic units of local 
administration. The system has three levels: 
Gram Panchayat (village level), Mandal 
Parishad or Block Samiti or Panchayat Samiti 
(block level), and Zila Parishad (district level).

Q.131.(D) Indian Constitution  is a Written constitution 
it is  flexible (it can be amended) but it in 
also rigid (as some part i.e. it's basic structure 
cannot be amended). It is also unitary (as 
centre has more power) but it is also federal 
(as power in divided between the centre and 
the state). But It can't be amendment by the 
governor of states (in consultation with  MPs 
and MLa s) 

Q.132.(A) In the Indian Constitution, parliamentary 
system has been taken from britain ,Whereas 
in the preamble of the Constitution the word 
socialism , and the fundamental duties have 
been taken from Russia. Fundamental rights 
have been derived from the US, but industrial 

Alfonso Cuaron's semi-biographical drama "Roma" emerged the biggest winner at the 'Critics Choice Awards' 
2019, with four trophies including the top honour for best picture.
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revolution has no contribution in the Indian 
constitution.

Q.133.(D) Before the Advent of British Rule India had 
an Economy  ,Agriculture ,Handicrafts ,and 
Construction was the Main Occupation Before 
the British rule  But tourism was not the  Major 
occupation Before the Advent of British Rule  

Q.134.(A) Since 1991; Government of India has 
introduced diverse economic reforms to pull 
the country out of economic crisis and to 
accelerate the rate of growth. These reforms 
are often described as the New economic 
policy (NEP) or policy of LPG where L 
for liberalisation; P for privatisation; G for 
globalisation but   industrialization was not 
the part of  the New economic policy so option 
E in correct.

Q.135.(D) DADA bhai Naoroji ,V.K.R.Vr rao ,and R.c 
dessai was the indian  economist during British 
rule but Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis  was 
an Indian scientist and applied statistician. 
He is best remembered for the Mahalanobis 
distance, a statistical measure, and for being 
one of the members of the first Planning 
Commission of free Indian

Q.136.(B)  The name you can bank upon is the tagline of 
Punjab national bank while Badhti ka naam 
Zindagi is the tagline of  Axis Bank 

Q.137.(B)  The condition that places of worship should 
be built beside each other to develop essence 
of brotherhood was not Gandhi ji’s certain 
condition for an ideal village.

Q.138.(B)  The 2018 Commonwealth Games, officially 
known as the XXI Commonwealth Games and 
commonly known as Gold Coast 2018, were an 
international multi-sport event for members of 
the Commonwealth that were held on the Gold 
Coast, Queensland, and Australia, between 4 
and 15 April 2018.Share the Dream was the 
Tagline of  XXI Commonwealth Games

Q.139.(C) Japan beat Thailand by 3-0 in the final of Uber 
Cup 2018 ,Japan won its first tournament title 
after 1981

Q.140.(B) Coordinated patrol (corpat) is an annual 
exercise between india and bangladesh so 
option B is incorrect 

Q.141.(D) The International Day for Biological Diversity 
is a United Nations–sanctioned international 
day for the promotion of biodiversity issues 
This is organized on 22nd, so the option d is 
not correctly matched.

Q.142.(C) The first Mega food park of  india was 
inaugurated  in Rajasthan in march 2018 so 
option C will be right  

Q.143.(B) For Ensuring Adequate supply of urea at 
Statutory controlled prices the government 
of india extended urea subsidy to farmers till 
2020 . 

Q.144.(A) Government of india  launched  a new 
platform e-RaKAM  for selling agriculture 
produce.  e-RaKAM is a digital initiative that 
aims to bring together the farmers, PSUs, 
civil supplies and buyers on a single platform 
to ease the selling and buying process of 
agricultural products. It has been developed 
by state-run-auctioneer MSTC Limited 
and CRWC (Central Railside Warehouse 
Company) Limited.

Q.145.(C) Recently, for the period of 2016-20, the Kisan 
Sampada Yojana, approved by the allocation 
of 6,000 crores, has been approved. according 
to this 

 The government of india plans to triple the 
capacity of food processing sector in india 
from the current 10 % of agricultur produce 
and had also committed 6000 crore  as 
investment for mega food parks in the country 

Q.146.(B) The moving-iron meter or ammeter  was 
invented by Austrian engineer Friedrich 
Drexler in 1884. This type of meter responds 
to both direct and alternating currents (as 
opposed to the moving-coil ammeter, which 
works on direct current only).

Q.147.(A) Percy Spencer was the inventor of microwave 
oven so option a is not correctly matched 

Q.148.(B) Cached data is used for temporarily stored 
data 

Q.149.(C) KALIDAS is the author of Abhigyanm 
Shakuntalam  

Q.150.(B) A brief history of time is a book written by 
Stephen Hawking, so option B does not match 
correctly.

Veteran director Buddhadeb Dasgupta has been conferred 'Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement' award for his 
contribution to Indian cinema by West Bengal Film Journalist Association (WBFJA).
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Q.1-5.  Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it. Certain 
word has been printed in bold to help you locate 
it while answering some questions.

 One day, we were becalmed among a group of 
small islands, most of which appeared to be 
uninhabited. As soon as we were in want of fresh 
water, the captain sent the boat ashore to bring off 
a cask or two. But, we were mistaken in thinking 
there were no natives, for scarcely had we drawn 
near to the shore when a band of savages rushed 
out of the bush and assembled on the beach, 
brandishing their clubs and spears in a threatening 
manner.

Q.1.  Why did the captain send the boat to the shore?
 (1) to look for inhabitants
 (2) to find help
 (3) to find a place to settle there
 (4) to fetch some water
 (5) to bring food and water
Q.2.  Why did the savages brandish their spears?
 (1) in order to display their skill
 (2) in order to frighten the crew
 (3) in order to welcome the crew to the island
 (4) in order to tell the crew to leave
 (5) in order to show their weapons
Q.3.  Who  were the inhabitants of the islands?
 (1) They were man-eaters
 (2) They were pirates
 (3) They were cruel people
 (4) They were primitive tribes
 (5) They were lovely people
Q.4.  Which word from the passage means “a large 

container”?
 (1) Club (2) Cask  (3) Brandish
 (4) Savage (5) Boat
Q.5.  Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 

in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage.

 Uninhabited

 (1) Unpeopled (2) Unscathed (3) Uniform
 (4) Unjust (5) Unanimous

Q.6.  Read the four sentences i.e. (A), (B), (C), and 
(D) given below respectively and try to find out 
the sentence which is incorrect among them 
and mark your answer.

 A.  His views are critical in shaping the economic 
thought of the government.

 B.  Our criticism of the rating agencies for its 
inconsistent relative treatment played a small 
role.

 C.  We have 6-7 months of data. 
 D.  My diagnosis of the structural thing are 

actually very simple and clear.
 (1) A and B  (2) C and D
 (3) B and D  (4) All A, B, C and D
 (5) None of the above
Q.7. Read the four sentences i.e. (A), (B), (C), and 

(D) given below respectively and try to find out 
the sentence which is incorrect among them 
and mark your answer.

 A.  I think weak demand is a combination of 
things.

 B.  There has been something very unusual in 
agriculture this year.

 C.  I still believe farm loan waivers are going to 
be deflationary.

 D.  The cost of capital affects demand in another 
way. 

 (1) A and B  (2) B and C
 (3) C and D  (4) All A, B, C and D
 (5) None of the above
Q.8. Read the four sentences i.e. (A), (B), (C), and 

(D) given below respectively and try to find out  
the sentence which is incorrect among them 
and mark your answer.

 A.  I think if we have to realized the full potential.
 B.  It is not something that is going to happening 

overnight.
 C.  Recapitalisation is a complementary measure.
 D.  The whole recapitalisation agenda is a very 

important part.
 (1) A and B  (2) B and C
 (3) C and D  (4) All A, B, C and D
 (5) None of the above

J&K CLErK prE (EnGLiSH LanGUaGE)

Union Health Minister J P Nadda honored Bajrang Lal, a noted social worker and an economist, with the 'Swami 
Vivekananda Lifetime Achievement Award'.
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Q.9. Read the four sentences i.e. (A), (B), (C), and 

(D) given below respectively and try to find out 
the sentence which is incorrect among them 
and mark your answer.

 A.  We will have to ensure that we use the effort to 
undertake reforms.

 B.  We need more calibrated and less blunt 
instruments of policy.

 C.  Expenditure is a bigger agenda.

 D. We have made a lot of progressive on subsidy 
rationalization.

 (1) A and B (2) B and C (3) Only D

 (4) Only B (5) None of the above

Q.10. Read the four sentences i.e. (A), (B), (C), and 
(D) given below respectively and try to find out 
the sentence which is incorrect among them 
and mark your answer.

 A.  I believe that the future of India lies in the 
virulent spread of cooperative and competitive 
federalism.

 B.  I think that is where we have to be headed 
next.

 C.  There is a lot of scope for cooperative 
federalism.

 D.  The NITI Aayog can be for all development 
issues what the GST Council has become to 
indirect taxes.

 (1) A and B  (2) B and C

 (3) C and D  (4) All A, B, C and D

 (5) None of the above

Q.11-15.In the following passage blanks spaces are 
given, you are to choose the most inappropriate 
word fill in the blank, if the bold word is already 
inappropriate choose no correction required as 
your answer.

 Boise, Idaho — Twenty-five years ago this month, 
more than 1,500 prominent scientists, including 
over half of the living Nobel laureates, issued a 
manifesto titled "World Scientists' Warning to 
Humanity" in which they admonished_________ 
(11), “A great change in our stewardship of the 
earth and the life on it is required if vast human 
misery is to be avoided and our global home on 
this planet is not to be irretrievably mutilated____

(12).”

 They cited stresses on the planet’s atmosphere, 
forests, oceans and soils, and called on everybody 
to act decisively. “No more than one or a few 
decades remain,” the scientists wrote, “before the 
chance to avert the threats we now confront will be 
lost.”

 I was 19 years old when their warning was 
published and though I understood, in a teenager-y, 
“Rainforest Rap” sort of way, that humans were 
messing with the planet, the document freaked me 
out. It was so urgent, so trivial _____ (13). E. O. 
Wilson had signed it. Carl Sagan had signed it!

 So did I act immediately and decisively? Um, 
I did not. In the ensuing years I wrote checks to 
some conservation organizations, replaced some 
incandescent bulbs and rode my bike to work. 
I hammered together a composting bin that 
promptly ______ (14) fell apart. I gave a self-
important lecture to a neighbor on the importance 
of using his recycling can.

 I also hurtled through the troposphere on hundreds 
of airplanes bought and sold multiple automobiles 
and helped my wife put two more Americans onto 
the planet. Our air-conditioning compressor is at 
least a decade old, my truck averages 15 miles to 
the gallon and I routinely walk up to a podium, 
open a brand new plastic bottle of water, take a sip 
and promptly forget that it exists.

 Sometimes I wake at 2 a.m. worrying that my 
great-granddaughter will have to march through 
her distant, broiling _____ (15) future gathering 
all the plastic I ever disposed of.

 “You mean he knew,” she’ll ask her mom, as she 
pulls the plastic clamshell I ate a Chinese chicken 
salad out of back in November 2017, “and he still 
did this?”

Q.11. Choose the correct option for (11)

 (1) reprimanded  (2) scolded

 (3) rebuked  (4) commended

 (5) No change required

Q.12. Choose the correct option for (12)

 (1) embellished  (2) disfigured

 (3) amputated  (4) marred

Sartaj Singh from Punjab defeated National Junior Champion Aishwarya Pratap Singh Tomar of Madhya Pradesh 
to win the gold medal in the 50m 3-position rifle competition of shooting in the Khelo India Youth Games.
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 (5) No change required

Q.13. Choose the correct option for (13)

 (1) critical (2) clamant (3) drastic

 (4) dire (5) No change required

Q.14. Choose the correct option for (14)

 (1) swiftly (2) quickly (3) slowly

 (4) rapidly (5) No change required

Q.15. Choose the correct option for (15)

 (1) freezing (2) sizzling (3) sweltering

 (4) torrid (5) No change required

Q.16-20. Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), 
(C), (D), (E), (F) and (G) in the proper sequence 
to form a meaningful paragraph, then answer the 
questions given below them.

 (A) For the rover to follow the next sol, or "day" 
on Mars,

 (B) Hence there is a delay whenever drivers 
realize something has gone wrong,

 (C)  Which lasts 24 hours and nearly 40 minutes

 (D)  The Mars drivers' main job is to write the 
sequence of commands

 (E)  Or one of Curiosity's wheels getting pierced 
by a sharp rock.

 (F)  And there is no joystick, and no real-time 
communication with the robotic vehicle.

 (G) Whether it's Opportunity getting buried by a 
Martian dust storm earlier this year,

Q.16. Which of the following would be the SECOND 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) D        (2) F         (3) C        (4) E  (5) A

Q.17. Which of the following would be the FIRST 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) A        (2) D         (3) F        (4) C  (5) B

Q.18. Which of the following would be the FOURTH 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) A        (2) D         (3) F        (4) E  (5) B

Q.19. Which of the following would be the LAST 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) A        (2) D         (3) F        (4) C  (5) E

Q.20. Which of the following would be the THIRD 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) A        (2) D         (3) F        (4) C  (5) B
Q.21-25. A blank is given in the place of a suitable 

phrase in a sentence given below hence you 
need to find out which of the following phrases 
is/are correct i.e. (A),(B) and (C) according to 
the sentence, making the sentence meaningfully 
complete.

Q.21. As years pass, these scientist-drivers become 
attached to their robots. When Opportunity went 
silent_____________, Hartman and his colleagues 
felt a sense of grief.

 A. after 14 year of tooling around on Mars
 B. after 14 years of tooling around on Mars
 C. after 14 years of tooling around in Mars
 (1) Only A (2) Only B 
 (3) Only C (4) Both A and B 
 (5) Both B and C
Q.22. If not, the other dispute resolution mechanisms 

_________________ are still available to them.
 A. such as arbitrative, tribunals in the courts
 B. such an arbitration, tribunals or the courts
 C. such as arbitration, tribunals or the courts
 (1) Only A (2) Only B
 (3) Only C (4) Both A and B
 (5) Both B and C
Q.23. ________________ that when people are required 

to try mediation, the voluntariness and facilitative 
structure of this process engages them.

 A. It has being the experience of policy makers
 B. It has been the experience of policy makers
 C. It has been the experience in policy makers
 (1) Only A (2) Only B
 (3) Only C (4) Both A and B
 (5) Both B and C
Q.24. Disputes that _____________ to joint venture or 

investment disputes.
 A.  can be resolved through mediation are not 

confined 
 B.  can resolved through mediation are not 

confined
 C.  mediation can best resolve them and they are 

not confined
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B 
 (3) Only C  (4) Both A and B

Veteran journalist Rajendra Prabhu, who was at the forefront of media trade union movement, died. He was 85.
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 (5) Both A and C
Q.25. It is time for companies ___________ resolving 

difficult situations and disputes.
 A.  in India to engage in an autonomy process in
 B.  in India to engage in an autonomous process 

in
 C.  in India through engage in an autonomous 

process in
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Only C  (4) Both A and B
 (5) Both B and C
Q.26-30. Read each part of the sentence to find out if 

there is any error in it. The error, if any, will be 
in one part of the sentence. The number of that 
part is the answer. If there is no error, mark 
your answer as (5).

Q.26.  Companies allow would-be campers(1)/ to book 

acres of private land(2)/ and a full equipped 
campsite with a few taps(3)/ of an app or clicks on 
its website.(4)/No Error (5)

Q.27.  Without fail, I’ll make my way(1)/ inside and 
buy a bread,(2)/ even if there’s already half a loaf 
growing(3)/ stale on his countertop.(4)/No Error 
(5)

Q.28.  Finally, the idea that investigators were out to 
fool(1)/ a federal judge show a profound ignorance 
of how(2)/ the intelligence courts actually work, 
and of the degree of vetting(3)/ that precedes every 
warrant application.(4)/No Error (5)

Q.29.  Republicans from the top on down(1)/ have made 
it clear, expressly or otherwise,(2)/ that this is all 
about(3)/ win the political fight.(4)/No Error (5)

Q.30.  Each floor in the tower are designed(1)/ to be 
like a six-room ryokan with a tatami hall(2)/ and 
common lounges where guests can find books,(3)/ 
sake, teas and treats.(4)/No Error (5)

Q.31-35. Find the missing term in the following number 
series.

Q.31. 82  107 207 432 832 ?

 (1) 1022 (2) 1244   (3) 1399

 (4) 1457 (5) 1511

Q.32. 122 213 340 509 726 ?

 (1) 1012 (2) 997   (3) 1144

 (4) 1253 (5) 1193

Q.33. 3420 1660 780 340 ? 10

 (1) 144 (2) 163   (3) 120

 (4) 130 (5) 128

Q.34. 2 10 30 68 130 ?

 (1) 222 (2) 227   (3) 240

 (4) 302 (5) 295

Q.35. 4 5 ? 81 388 2065

 (1) 12 (2) 40   (3) 36

 (4) 18 (5) 25

Q.36-45. What should come at place of question mark (?) 
in the following question?

Q.36. 53% of 4800 + 22% of 1260 = ?

 (1) 2821.2 (2) 2218.2   (3) 3012.6

 (4) 2411.4 (5) None of these

Q.37. (216)1.3 × (36)1.8 ÷ (6)0.5 = (6)?

 (1) 5 (2) 6   (3) 9
 (4) 8 (5) None of these
Q.38. 157% of 330 + 36% of 275 = 30% of ?
 (1) 2015 (2) 2088   (3) 2057
 (4) 2127 (5) None of these
Q.39. 716.236 + 9804.317 + 3944.51–6214.003 =?
 (1) 8281.16 (2) 7951.06 (3) 8251.06
 (4) 8561.36 (5) None of these
Q.40. 18 × 2.5 (44 – 13) + 168 ÷ 4 ÷ 2– (11)2 =?
 (1) 1240 (2) 1302   (3) 1295
 (4) 1278 (5) None of these
Q.41. 19.5 % of 3600 + 42.2% of 1900 = (?)2–177.2
 (1) 43 (2) 51   (3) 49
 (4) 41 (5) None of these
Q.42. 75 % of 240 + ?% of 270 = 301.5
 (1) 35 (2) 48   (3) 45
 (4) 51 (5) None of these

Q.43. 3 1860867 2809 420 ?− = ×

 (1) 0.167 (2) 0.33   (3) 1.33
 (4) 0.67 (5) 0.57

J&K CLErK prE (nUmEriCaL abiLity)

The International Cricket Council has appointed media professional Manu Sawhney as its new chief executive 
officer, replacing incumbent David Richardson.
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Q.44. 22 12

17 199 13 ?5 4+ − =
 

 (1) 2
48 5

  (2) 2
50 5

      (3)  3
50 5

 (4) 1
48 5

 (5) None of these

Q.45. 28×56+12.52–33×19.5=?

 (1) 1075.25 (2) 1080.75 (3) 975.50

 (4) 1122.25 (5) None of these

Q.46-50.Find the value of variables and state the correct 
relationship.

 (1) x > y (2) x > y

 (3) x < y (4) x < y

 (5) x = y or relationship can’t be established

Q.46. I. 2x + y = 27  II. xy = 70

Q.47. I. x2 = 16  II. x3 = – 64

Q.48. I. 3x – 2y = 5  II. 5x + 9y = 144

Q.49. I. x2 = 50  II. y2 = 60

Q.50. I. 4x2 – 17x + 18 = 0 II. 4y2 – 21y + 26 = 0

Q.51. In a room there are 5 boys and 4 girls. In how 
many ways can they be seated in a row so that all 
the girls do not sit together?

 (1) 324500 (2) 38410   (3) 421200

 (4) 5840 (5) 345600

Q.52. Kartik spends 20% of his monthly income on 
household expenditure. Out of the remaining 25% 
he spends on children education, 15% on transport, 
15% on medicine and 10% on entertainment. 
He is left with Rs. 7980 after incurring all these 
expenditures. Find his monthly income. 

 (1) Rs. 27000  (2) Rs. 29000  (3) Rs. 32500 

 (4) Rs. 24500  (5) None of these

Q.53. The simple interest accrued on Rs. 36000 at the 
end of four years is Rs. 18000. What would be the 
compound interest accrued on the same amount 
for same time period.(Approx.)

 (1) Rs. 21665  (2) Rs. 20889  (3) Rs. 22415 

 (4) Rs. 19940  (5) Rs. 21993 

Q.54. Two pipes A and B can fill a cistern in 36 minute 
and 45 minutes respectively. If both the pipes are 
opened together, then after how much time should 
B be closed so that the cistern is full in 24 minutes?

 (1) 9 minutes  (2) 12 minutes  (3) 10 minutes 

 (4) 7 minutes  (5) 15 minutes 

Q.55. The batting average of 42 innings of Yusuf Pathan 
is 54 runs If his highest and lowest scores are 
excluded, the average of the remaining 40 innings 
is lowered by 1.75 runs. What is his highest score 
if his lowest score is 13 runs?

 (1) 136 (2) 135   (3) 155

 (4) 165 (5) None of these

Q.56. Mixture A contains 25% water and mixture B 
contains 10% water. In what ratio both mixtures 
should be mixed in a bottle so that in bottle ratio of 
milk and water be 7:1? 

 (1) 1:2 (2) 1:3   (3) 2:3

 (4) 1:4 (5) 1:5

Q.57. An article which was sold for Rs 950.4 was marked 
at Rs 1440. If two successive discounts were given 
with first being 25%, find the second discount 
given?

 (1) 12.5% (2) 15%   (3) 12%

 (4) 16% (5) 18%

Q.58. The present age of a father is 4 years more than 
seven times the age of his son. Six years hence, 
father’s age will be 8 years more than thrice the 
age of the son. Find the present age of the father.

 (1) 28 years  (2) 30 years  (3) 34 years 

 (4) 32 years  (5) 36 years 

Q.59. A shopkeeper buys 4 tables and 6 chairs for 
Rs.3780. He sells the tables at a loss of 20% and 
chairs at a profit of 40%. If his total gain is Rs.504 
then what price does he pay for a chair?

 (1) Rs. 420 (2) Rs.  325  (3) Rs. 350 

 (4) Rs. 300  (5) None of these

Q.60. How many bricks are needed to complete a wall 15 
m × 12 m × 10 cm. using bricks 24 cm × 25 cm × 
10 cm. thick if 1/4 wall is already built?

 (1) 1800 (2) 3000   (3) 2250

 (4) 2000 (5) None of these

ICICI Bank said RBI has given nod for the reappointment of Vishakha Mulye as bank's executive director (ED) 
for two years.
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Q.61-65. Read the following information carefully to 

answer the questions asked–
 Following table chart gives the information about 

per Kg price of five goods on four shops.
 Goods Shop–A Shop–B Shop–C Shop–D

 Sugar 32.50 31.75 33 34.20
 Tea 425 375 411.5 387.5
 Ghee 612 720 675 650
 Ground 98 95 102 97.50
 nut
 Pulse 68 65.40 68.60 69.20
Q.61. If Ravi purchased 4 Kg Sugar, 1 Kg Ghee and 2 

Kg pulse then find the difference of his bill from 
Shop–B and Shop–D.

 (1) Rs. 64.20   (2) Rs. 62.50 
 (3) Rs. 59.85   (4) Rs. 63.75 
 (5) None of these
Q.62. Find the average price of Pulses taking all shops 

together.

 (1) Rs. 67.80   (2) Rs. 64.50 
 (3) Rs. 66.90   (4) Rs. 68.25 
 (5) None of these
Q.63. Price of Ghee on shop C is what percent of price of 

Ghee on shop B?
 (1) 83.75%  (2) 87.50%
 (3) 92%  (4) 89.25%
 (5) 93.75% 
Q.64. Find the respective ratio of price of 3 Kg Ground 

nut on shop–D to price of 7 Kg Sugar on shop–A.
 (1) 5:3 (2) 9:7   (3) 12:7
 (4) 9:8 (5) None of these
Q.65. If shopkeeper–A gets a profit of 12.5% on Ghee 

and shopkeeper–B gets a profit of 25% on Sugar 
then find the difference of their cost price.

 (1) Rs. 520.40   (2) Rs. 518.60
 (3) Rs. 534.25  (4) Rs. 602.25
 (5) Rs. 600.50

Q.66-70. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below:

  Eight members of a family Rohit, Rahul, 
Ranjeet, Reena, Renu, Roli, Ritik and Raja all are 
sitting around a circular table facing outside to 
the centre. In which three of them like Taj Mahal, 
three like Khajuraho Temple and two like Victoria 
Memorial, but not necessarily in the same order.

 The persons who likes same place are not sitting 
immediate neighbour to each-other. 

 Reena is sitting second to the left of Roli and likes 
Khajuraho Temple. 

 Raja is sitting fourth to the left of Reena and likes 
Taj Mahal. 

 Roli does not like Taj Mahal and sitting just to the 
left of Ritik. 

 Ranjeet is the neighbour of Rahul who likes 
Khajuraho Temple, who is sitting infront of Roli. 

 Renu is sitting infront of Rohit. 

 Renu and Ranjeet like the same place. 

 Rohit and Ritik like the same place.

Q.66.  Which of the following places is liked by Roli?

 (1) Victoria Memorial (2) Khajuraho Temple

 (3) Taj Mahal  (4) Cannot be determined

 (5) None of these

Q.67.  What is the position of Ranjeet with respect to 
Ritik?

 (1) Third to the left (2) Third to the right

 (3) Fourth to the right (4) Fifth to the left

 (5) None of these

Q.68.  Which of the following places is liked by Renu?

 (1) Taj Mahal  (2) Khajuraho Temple

 (3) Victoria Memorial (4) Cannot be determined

 (5) None of these

Q.69.  Which of the following places is liked by Ritik?

 (1) Khajuraho Temple (2) Victoria Memorial

 (3) Taj Mahal  (4) Cannot be determined

 (5) None of these
Q.70.  What is the position of Rohit with respect to Raja?
  (1) Second to the right

J&K CLErK prE (rEaSOninG abiLity)

Cabinet approves ex-post facto approval for Agreement on the facilitation of visa arrangements signed between 
India and Maldives
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 (2) Second to the left
 (3) Just left
 (4) Just right
 (5) None of these
Q.71-75. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
  Twelve people are sitting in two parallel 

rows containing six people each, in such a way 
that there is an equal distance between adjacent 
persons. In row 1- G, H, I, J, K and L are sitting 
facing North. In row 2- T, S, R, Q, P and O are 
sitting facing South. All members sitting in one 
row face opposite to members of other row. 

  G sits third to the left of K. T sits second to the 
right of P. Neither T nor P faces opposite to G or K. 
T does not sit at an extreme end of the line. I does 
not face opposite to T and I does not sit at extreme 
end of the line. Only one person sits between O 
and R. Neither O nor R faces opposite to K. R does 
not sit at the extreme end. Only one person sits 
between L and H. O is not an immediate neighbour 
of S and does not sits any of the extreme end of the 
line. T does not face opposite to L.

Q.71.  How many people are sitting between S and Q ?
 (1) One (2) Two (3) Four
 (4) None (5) Cannot be determine
Q.72.  Who amongst the following sits opposite side of 

S?
 (1) H (2) I  (3) L
 (4) K (5) J or K
Q.73.  K is related to S, in same way as G is related to 

R. Then which of the following is related to J 
following the same pattern?

 (1) O (2) Q  (3) R
 (4) T (5) None of these
Q.74.  Who amongst following sits at extreme ends of 

row?
 (1) J, K (2) S, G (3) G, K
 (4) S, O (5) P, J
Q.75.  Four of the following five are alike in a certain 

way so form a group which is the one that does not 
belong to the group?

 (1) J (2) K  (3) S
 (4) O (5) Q

Q.76-80. In each question given below, four statements 
and five conclusions are given. You have to take 
the four given statements to be true (Even if they 
seem to be at variance from the commonly known 
facts). Read the conclusions and decide which 
logically does not follow. The one conclusion 
which does not follow is your answer-

Q.76.  Statements:   
 All root are room.        All room are water.  
 Some water are not small.   No small is a big. 
 Conclusions:

 (1) Some big are not small.
 (2) Some water not being small is a possibility.  
 (3) Some room are root.
 (4) Some water are root.
 (5) All root are water.
Q.77.  Statements:   
 All six are seven.       All seven are five. 
 Some five are nine.    Some nine are not ten. 
 Conclusions: 

 (1) Some six are five.
 (2) Some five are six.
 (3) Some ten are not nine.
 (4) Some seven not being nine is a possibility. 
 (5) Some six being nine is a possibility.
Q.78.  Statements:   
 Some home are rent.    All rent are town. 
 Some town are clean.   All town are dirty.  
 Conclusions: 

 (1)  Some town are not rent.
 (2) Some town are home. 
 (3) Some clean are dirty.
 (4) All rent are dirty.
 (5) Some home are dirty.
Q.79.  Statements:  
 Some DD are NN.  All NN are PP. 
 No PP is GG.   All DD are FF .
 Conclusions:

 (1) All NN are not GG.
 (2) Some FF are not GG.

Senior IPS officer Prabhat Singh has been appointed as Director General (Investigation) in the National Human 
Rights Commission.
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 (3) Some DD are not GG.

 (4) Some NN are FF. 

 (5) Some FF being NN is a possibility.

Q.80.  Statements: 

  All + are %.    Some % are &.  

 All * are not &.  Some * are #.

 Conclusions: 

 (1) Some * are not &.  

 (2) Some % are not *.

 (3) All & being + is a possibility.

 (4) Some # not being & is a possibility. 

 (5) Some + being & is a possibility.

Q.81-85. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below:

 (I)  A, B, D, Q, T, W and V are working in a 
company from Monday to Sunday. Each 
person works only one day with different 
hobbies viz. Chatting, Reading, Writing, 
Roaming, Gardening, Cooking  and 
Singing, but not necessarily in the same  
order. 

 (II)  T is not working on Wednesday and 
Saturday and has a hobby of roaming.

 (III)  V is working on Friday but does not have 
singing as a hobby.

 (IV) Person who has hobby of reading is working 
on Monday.

 (V)  Person who works on Thursday does not 
singing.

 (VI)  Q has writing hobby whereas W works on 
Tuesday.

 (VII) The one who’s hobby is writing is not 
working on Wednesday and Saturday.

 (VIII)  The one who’s hobby is singing works 
immediately before the one who’s hobby is 
cooking. 

 (IX)  A does not have cooking and reading as a 
hobby. B works immediately before T.

Q.81.  Singing is the hobby of which person?

 (1) W  (2) Q  (3) V

 (4) Data inadequate (5) A

Q.82.  On which day Q works?

 (1) Monday (2) Tuesday (3) Wednesday 
(4) Friday (5) Sunday

Q.83.  What is V’s hobby?

 (1) Writing  (2) Singing 

 (3) Roaming  (4) Reading 

 (5) Either Gardening or Chatting

Q.84.  Which of the following statement is correct?

 (1)  D works on Monday and hobby is chatting

 (2)  T has roaming hobby and works on Tuesday

 (3)  On Wednesday Q works and he has a hobby of 
roaming

 (4)  All the above statements are not correct

 (5)  None of these

Q.85.  Who among them works on Monday?

 (1) Q (2) T  (3) W

 (4) D (5) None of these

Q.86-90. Study the following arrangement carefully and 
answer the following questions?

 W I G S M @ I U Q N 4 $ E P ? 9 7 H D R @ © 
K T L # *

Q.86.  How many such vowels are there in the above 
arrangement each of which are not immediately 
preceded by a digit but immediately followed by a 
consonant?

 (1) None (2) One  (3) Two

 (4) There (5) More than three

Q.87.  How many such symbols are there in the above 
arrangement each of which are immediately 
preceded by a letter but not immediately followed 
by a digits?

 (1) None (2) One  (3) Two

 (4) Three (5) More than three

Q.88.  Position wise $ is related to 7 and S. In the same 
way ? is related to which of the following?

 (1) R and I (2) © and I (3) T and N

 (4)  * and 4 (5) None of these

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a global trade show in Gandhinagar, organised as part of the ninth 
edition of the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2019.
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Q.89.  If all the vowels in the above arrangement are 

dropped. Which of the following will be the 
middle element?

 (1) 9 (2) P and ? (3) $ and A

 (4) ? (5) None of these

Q.90.  If the above series is reveres, which of the 
following will be the seventh to the right of ninth 
element from right end?

 (1) @ (2) A  (3) ?

 (4) $ (5) None of these

Q.91.  B is the daughter of A and grand-daughter of R. A 
is the husband of Z. K is the husband of R who is 
the sister of M who is the father of Y. Y is mother 
of J. How is J related to M?

 (1) Granddaughter (2) Grand son

 (3) Son  (4) Daughter

 (5) Can’t be determined

Q.92.  B is the daughter of A and grand-daughter of R. A 
is the husband of Z. K is the husband of R who is 
the sister of M who is the father of Y. Y is mother 
of J. How is B related to M?

 (1) Daughter-in-law (2) Mother

 (3) Daughter  (4) Grand-daughter

 (5) None of these 

Q.93.  B is the daughter of A and grand-daughter of R. A 
is the husband of Z. K is the husband of R who is 
the sister of M who is the father of Y. Y is mother 
of J. How is Z related to Y? 

 (1) Grand-daughter (2) Sister

 (3) Sister-in-law (4) Can’t be determined

 (5) None of these

Q.94-97. In a certain code language some words are written 
in coded form which are given below: 

 ‘Intel Inside End Shift’  is written as  ‘ch la pa ta’

 ‘Noon Shift Inside Take’  is written as  ‘ma da la 
ch’

 ‘Take Inside not Good’  is written as  ‘ch na ka ma’

 ‘End Good Noon Shake’  is written as  ‘ka da ga 
pa’

Q.94.  How will ‘Shift’ be written in that code language?

 (1) ma (2) ta  (3) ch

 (4) pa (5) la

Q.95.  What will be the code for ‘Noon’ in that code 
language?

 (1) ta (2) da  (3) ma

 (4) ch (5) None of these

Q.96.  What will be code for ‘Inside’ in that code 
language?

 (1) la (2) ma  (3) ch

 (4) ta (5) None of these

Q.97.  What will be code for ‘Intel’ in that code language?

 (1) ma (2) ta  (3) ch

 (4) pa (5) None of these

Q.98.  What will be code for ‘Shake’ in that code 
language?

 (1) da (2) pa  (3) ma

 (4) ga (5) None of these

Q.99-100. Each of the following questions are based on the 
following informations -

 (a)   A ÷ B means B is to the north of A.
 (b)   A × B means B is to the south of A.
 (c)   A + B means A is to the east of  B.
 (d)   A - B means A is to the south-east of B.
 (e)   In each question first person from the left is 

facing west.

Q.99.  According to “3 ÷ 9 × 6 + 7 - 2 “, 3 is in which 
direction with respect to 2?

 (1) East   (2) North-East 

 (3) South-East  (4) Can’t be determined

 (5) None of these

Q.100.  According to “1 × 2 + 3 ÷ 5 ÷ 6”, 1 is in which 
direction with respect to 6?

 (1) East  (2) North-East  

 (3) South-East  (4) Can’t be determined 

 (5) None of these 
 

The Vibrant Gujarat Global Trade Show is being held on around two lakh sq mt area of an exhibition ground in 
the state capital.
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Q.1.(4)  The captain sent them ashore to get some fresh 
water. It is directly stated in the passage

Q.2.(2)  The savages took out their spears in a threatening 
manner to frighten the crew. The answer can be 
derived from the last line of the passage.

Q.3.(4)  As they used spears and clubs, the most logical 
deduction from this would be that they belonged 
to a primitive tribe. This is one question where 
you need to make a leap of faith in order to 
derive the answer.

Q.4.(2)  For other options-Brandish(V)-wave (a 
weapon).

Q.5.(1)  For other options-Unscathed(Adj)-unharmed.
Q.6.(3) In part B- their
 In part D- is
Q.7.(5)

Q.8.(1) In part A-realize
 In part B- to happen
Q.9.(3) In part D: a lot of progress
Q.10.(5) None of the above
Q.11.(3) For other options:
 All other options are the synonyms of the word 

that has to be filled in the given blank. 
Q.12.(1) For other options:
 All other options are the synonyms of the word 

that has to be filled in the given blank.
Q.13.(5)

Q.14.(3) For other options:
 All other options are the synonyms of the word 

that has to be filled in the given blank.
Q.15.(1) For other options:
 All other options are the synonyms of the word 

that has to be filled in the given blank.
Q.16.(5) The correct sequence of the passage is 

“DACFBGE”.
Q.17.(2) The correct sequence of the passage is 

“DACFBGE”.
Q.18.(3) The correct sequence of the passage is 

“DACFBGE”.
Q.19.(5) The correct sequence of the passage is 

“DACFBGE”.
Q.20.(5) The correct sequence of the passage is 

“DACFBGE”.
Q.21.(2) after 14 years of tooling around on Mars, is 

correct.
Q.22.(3) such as arbitration, tribunals or the courts, is 

correct.
Q.23.(2) It has been the experience of policy makers, is 

correct.
Q.24.(5) can be resolved through mediation are not 

confined and mediation can best resolve them 
and they are not confined both are correct.

Q.25.(2)

Q.26.(3) replace ‘full equipped campsite’ with ‘fully 
equipped campsite’ because equipped is an 
adjective and it should be preceded by an adverb.

Q.27.(4) replace ‘his’ with ‘my’ because the subject is ‘I’.
Q.28.(2) replace ‘a federal judge show’ with ‘a federal 

judge shows’, because a judge is a singular 
subject and followed by a singular verb.

Q.29.(4) replace ‘win the political fight’ with ‘winning 
the political fight’, because about is a preposition 
and it is followed by a verb+ing.

Q.30.(1) replace ‘are’ with ‘is’ , because each/every is 
followed by a singular helping verb.

Q.31.(4)  82  107    207       432       832     1457

 +25×1    +25×4   +25×9     +25×16    +25×25

Q.32.(2) 122 213 340 509 726 997

 53-3 63-3 73-3 83-3 93-3 103-3

Q.33.(3) 3420      1660    780      340       120    10

         ÷2–50     ÷2–50   ÷2–50  ÷2–50   ÷2–50

Q.34.(1)  2   10 30 68   130 222

 13+1  23+2 33+3 43+4 53+5 63+6

Q.35.(4) 4    5   18    81    388      2065

     ×1+13    ×2+23   ×3+33     ×4+43      ×5+53

Q.36.(1) 2544+277.2=?

 ?=2821.2

ExpLanatiOn/J&K CLErK prE (EnGLiSH LanGUaGE)

ExpLanatiOn/J&K CLErK prE (nUmEriCaL abiLity)

DBT, ICAR sign MoU for cooperation in agricultural biotechnology research and education
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Q.37.(5) 63.9+3.6.0.5=6?

 ? = 3.9+3.6–0.5
 ?=7
Q.38.(3) 30×?=275×36+157×330
 ?=61710/30
 ?=2057
Q.39.(3) ?=8251.06
Q.40.(3) ?=1395+21–121
 ?=1295
Q.41.(4) 702+801.8+177.2=?2

 ?=41
Q.42.(3) 301.5–180=?×2.7
 ?=45
Q.43.(1) 420×?=123–53
 ?=70/420
 ?=0.167

Q.44.(2) 
2

17 202 169 ?5

2 2? 50 50
5 5

+ − =

= + =

Q.45.(2)  1568+156.25–643.5=?
 ? = 1080.75 
Q.46.(1) x = 10 y = 7 x>y
Q.47.(2) x = 4, – 4 y = – 4 x > y
Q.48.(3) x = 9, y=11 x<y
Q.49.(5) x = +,–  y = +,– 
 hence relationship can’t be established
Q.50.(5) x = 2.25,2 y = 3.25,2    
 hence relationship can’t be established
Q.51.(5)  Required answer = 9! – 6! × 4! = 345600
Q.52.(5) Let Kartik’s monthly income= 100
 Then, money spent on household expenditure 

=20
 Money spent on education =20
 Money spent on transport =12
 Money spent on medicine = 12
 Money spent on entertainment =8
 remaining amount = 100 – (20 + 20 + 12 + 12 + 

8) = 100 – 72 = 28

 Now required answer=  
7980

100 2850028 × =

Q.53.(1)  
36000 4

18000 100

12.5%

r

r

× ×
=

=

 Required answer  

 =  
4

12.536000 1 36000 21665
100

 
+ − ≈ 

 

Q.54.(5) 36  45

   180

 5(A)  4(B)

 9x+ (24–x)×5=180

 x=15 minutes

Q.55.(4) Sum of highest and lowest score

 =42×54–40×52.25=178

 Now required answer=178–13=165

Q.56.(5)  Apply alligation rule (taking percentage of 
water)

 25  10

   12.5

 2.5  12.5 = 1:5

Q.57.(3) 
100 25 100

1440 950.4100 100

12%

x

x

− −
× × =

=

Q.58.(4)   (7x + 4 + 6) = 3(x + 6) + 8

 4x = 16

 x = 4

 Hence, father's present age = 7×4+4= 32 years

Q.59.(3)  Let total cost of chairs = x

 Now 40% of x–20% of (3780–x)=504

 On solving x=2100

 Required answer = 2100/6=350

Q.60.(3)  
1500 1200 10

300024 25 10
× ×

=× ×

The Department of Biotechnology has undertaken several activities and programs to promote Biotechnology 
Research & Development in the areas of agriculture biotechnology.
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Q.66-70. 

Ranjeet 
Taj Mahal

Khajuraho
RahulVictoria Memorial

Rohit

Taj Mahal
Raja

Ritik
Victoria Memorial

Roli
Khajuraho

Renu
Taj Mahal

Reena
Khajuraho

Q.66.(2)  Q.67.(3) Q.68.(1)  Q.69.(2)

Q.70.(4)

Q.71-75. 

 

S/Q S/Q

KILGHJ

T R/O P R/O

 

Q.71.(3)  

Q.72.(5) 

Q.73.(2)  

Q.74.(1)

Q.75.(4)

Q.76.(2)  

 

Root

Room

Water

Small Big

Q.77.(3) 

 

Six

Seven

Five

Nine Ten

 

Q.78.(1)  

 

Home Clean

Town

Rent

Dirty

Q.79.(5)  

 
FF DD NN GGFF DD NN GG

Q.80.(4) 

  #

*&
%+

#

*&
%+

Q.81-85.

Monday D Reading
Tuesday W Singing
Wednesday B Cooking

Thursday T Roaming

Firday V Gardening Chatting

Saturday A Gardening Chatting

Sunday Q Writing

 
Since 1/4  wall is already built

  Hence required answer

 = 
33000× = 2250
4

Q.61.(5)  Required answer 

 =(4×31.75+720+2×65.40)– (4×34.20 + 650 + 2 
× 69.20) 

 = 977.8 – 925.2 = 52.6

Q.62.(1)  Required answer = 
271.2

67.84 =

Q.63.(5)  Required answer

 =  
675

100% 93.75%720 × =

Q.64.(2)  3×97.5 : 7×32.5=9:7

Q.65.(2) 100 100
612 31.75 544 25.4 518.60112.5 125× − × = − =

ExpLanatiOn/J&K CLErK prE (rEaSOninG abiLity)

Justice Asif Saeed Khosa took oath as the 26th Chief Justice of Pakistan in a simple ceremony held here at the 
President's House which was also attended by foreign dignitaries, including from India.
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Q.81.(1)  Q.82.(5) Q.83.(5)  Q.84.(4)

Q.85.(4)

Q.86.(4) WIG,$EP,IUQ
Q.87.(4) M @ I, R @ ©, L # *
Q.88.(1)

Q.89.(1) Total element - number of vowels =27-4=23, 
middle element is 12th 

Q.90.(5) Right 9 - Right 7=Right 2 after reveres the 
series

Q.91-93.

 

K

A

B

Z

R M

Y

J

Q.91.(5)  

Q.92.(4)  

Q.93.(3)  

Q.94-98.

Intel Inside  End  Shift        ch    la     pa   ta

Noon Shift Inside Take        ma    da     la   ch

Take Inside Not Good        ch    na     ka   ma

End  Good Noon Shake       ka    da     ga   pa

Q.94.(5)  

Q.95.(2)

Q.96.(3)

Q.97.(2)

Q.98.(4)

Q.99.(4)

Q.100.(4)

Riva Ganguly Das has been appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh.
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62 RAWAT CAREER ACADEMY AGRA 9319109617, 

0562-2391292
63 ROYAL PUSTAK BHANDAR MUZZFARNAGAR 9897677644
64 SAHU NEWS AGENCY JABALPUR 09425865222/ 

09301201157
65 SANDESH AGENCY PUNE 9422008348, 

020-24459361
66 SANDHARBHA VITRAN KOLHAPUR 9823377227, 

0231-2668631-
2664405

67 SANJAY NEWS AGENCY RISHIKESH 9927016595, 
0135-2430968

68 SARDAR TRILOCHAN SINGH INDORE 0731-4004101, 
9993030003

69 SARVODAY BOOK STALL JODHPUR 9829781548/ 
8107589141

70 SHANKAR COMPETITION  BOOK 
HOUSE

REWA 09826125956/ 
0983731035/ 
9407041342

71 SHARMA BOOK & STATIONARY ALWAR 9214497900
72 SHEELA BOOK CENTRE JAMMU 9419146803, 

0191-2574912, 
9419299113

73 SHIV SHAKTI PUSTKALAY ROURKELA 9861197354
74 SHIVAM BOOKS BOKARO 7870744822, 

9472792061, 
7979046645

75 SHYAM SUNDER GUPTA KANPUR 9450140350, 
0512-2328341

76 SREE AGENCY TIRUNELVELI 9443725748
77 STUDENT CORNER GORAKHPUR 9415210262, 

0551-2330337/ 
2338700

78 SUBHAS NEWS AGENCY SHIMLA 0177-2653117/ 
2201604, 
9816966944

79 SUBHAS PUS.BHANDAR LUCKNOW 0522- 2637652/ 
2637349

80 SUNIL KUMAR SINGH DHANBAD 9835196526, 
0326-3209600/ 
3209601

81 SUNRISE NEWS PAPER & MAGAZINES AURANGABAD 9765754143
82 TELANG BOOK CORNER BHOPAL 9827058587
83 VISHAL BOOK CENTER KOLKATA 03340646353
84 LAXMI NARAIN NEWS AGENCY VARANASI 9307023122
85 K.V.R MEDIA VISHAKAPATANAM 9848609293
86 BALAJI BOOKS & STATIONARY BHATINDA 9464247377
87 SHYAM BOOK STORE NELLORE 9963710104

OUR DISTRIBUTORS IN INDIA






