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Dear Aspirants,
It is a great honour for us to publish "February 2019" edition of "Master In Current Affairs" a platform which provides you 
with in-depth and concise information. This edition is well designed specially by keeping all the forthcoming examinations 
in mind.
 The scope of this edition includes highly admired sections NEWS MAKER, NEWS DIARY, ONE LINER which 
are indeviatingly related to the examinations. Chalte-Chalte is one of the most steering elements of this which is mentioned 
at the bottom of every page.
 This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this 
month which may play a vital role in forthcoming examination. The important topics covered in this edition are :
One among them is ‘The unending tragedy of 1984 anti-Sikh riots’ which was in news recently when Sajjan Kumar was 
sentenced to life imprisonment by the Delhi High Court on 17 December 2018. Kumar was awarded life term after the court 
found him guilty of offences of murder, promoting enmity between groups and defiling public property.
Then an article about ‘All about Rafale deal case’, which discusses about Rafale deal which was in the news 
recently, here we have a look on the issue to know more about it. With the Supreme Court asking for details of 
the “decision-making process” that led to the order for 36 Rafale aircraft, there is likely to be greater clarity 
about certain key questions which have created a political controversy. 
Later we’ll see ‘Surrogacy Bill: Then & Now’ which seeks to regulate the surrogacy part of a rather flour-
ishing infertility industry in the country. After it 'UN Climate Change Conference 2018 Katowice, Poland' 
which was held on December 3, to discuss the goal of finalising the implementation guidelines for the 
Paris Climate Change Agreement. The major outcome of the Paris Accord ‘rulebook’ has been ratified 
marks a step forward, even with the US threatening to withdraw from the deal — something it cannot 
do before 2020.
In this edition we are providing the Model paper of Railway ALP Stage-2 and IBPS Clerk 
Mains 2018 for your self-assessment. There is a separate section named Quiz Time for your 
self-evaluation, which includes all the possible MCQ's from this month's current af-
fairs. This will be highly beneficial for all the upcoming examinations.
The topics of the next issue will be different, we make sure that we will be trying to 
serve you with our next edition consisting a rich piece of knowledge.
Best of Luck for your exams.
Your advice or suggestions will be much appreciated and welcomed.

 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                                                                   

  

      “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
“ Each life is made up of mistakes and learning, 

waiting and growing, practising patience and being 
persistent. ”
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An Indian-American Sruthi Palaniappan has been elected as the president of the powerful student's body of the 

prestigious Harvard University Undergraduate Council. 

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Teekam Das Parmar

Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Anju Parmar

Hobbies  : Not any Specific

Prior Selection  :  SBI, BOB 

Name of the Exam : Bank Of Baroda

Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 2641003550

Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : JPR0561752355

Vijay Parmar

MICA :  Mahendra's family  expresses 
its heartfelt congratulations 
on your success.

Vijay : Thank You so much.
MICA : To whom do you want 

to give the credit of your 
selection?

Vijay : My Parents, Mahendra's 
Institute and my close 
friends.

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in this 
examination?

Vijay : Ist  attempt.
MICA : What is the role of 

Mahendra's institute in your 
selection?

Vijay : It provided me the complete 
guidance of  the course and 
gave me the platform to 
attempt ST online. The faculty 
members also helped me a lot.

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
examination?

Vijay : 
English Language/Hindi Language

I prepared through newspaper-
editorials and other online content 
for essays watched mahendra guru 
youtube channel for building the 
strong vocabulary base.  

Reasoning

Mahendra's Notes and mock tests and 
Mahendra's Coaching and mock tests.

Quantitative Aptitude & Data 
Interpretation

Mahendra's Coaching and Mock Tests.
General Awareness

Online Mahendra's Channel and Other 
G.K. Magazines.

Computer Knowledge

Books and Online Contents.
MICA : What would you say about 

“Master in Current Affairs” 
Magazine and Mahendra 
Guru Website?

Vijay : It is very helpful for 
understanding editorials and to 
keep in touch with the relevant 
topics.

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Vijay : The faculty members were 
very supporting and always 
there to help  me in achieving 
my goal.

MICA :  What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Vijay : Time management helps 
you in regular mission and 
it helps you to keep  your 
syllabus completed in the 
given time limit.

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
Interview?

Vijay : Editorials and the 
confidence were the key.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

Vijay : The interview board was 
very nice and they told me 
to be relaxed and even asked 
about the preference of 
language for the interview.

The questions asked were:
(I)  The first questions was 

asked why banking.
(II)  Then they asked about my 

home town.
(III)  Then one of the interviewer 

asked about recent schemes.
(IV)  They asked situational 

questions.
(V)  They asked my father's 

service.
MICA :  By whom did you get 

information of your 
selection and what was your 
reaction?

Vijay : My friend Amit called me 
and asked about the result and 
when I cheked I got to know 
that I got a nice score so I 
became very happy.

MICA : What message do you want 
to convey to other aspirants?

Vijay : Be confident and keep in 
mind one thing that it is 
easy and you will crack it 
soon.

MICA : Congratulations once again 
on your success. Your 
success is our success.

Vijay : Thank You Mahendra for 
guiding me to Success.
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ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Who has been appointed as the new Revenue 
Secretary? w Ajay Bhushan Pandey

 # Name the renowned actor who recently resigned as the 
Chairman of FTII? w Anupam Kher

 # Justice Naresh Harishchandra Patil has been sworn-in 
as the Chief Justice of which High Court?  
 w Bombay High Court

 # Which Union Minister has been given the additional 
charge of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizer? 
 w D V Sadanand Gowda 

 # Sahle-Work Zewde has been appointed as the first 
female President of which nation?   
 w Ethiopia

 # Who has been appointed as the new Expenditure 
Secretary? w Girish Chandra  
     Murmu 

 # Michael D Higgins has won a second term as the 
President of which nation? w Ireland

 # Which candidate won the 2018 Presidential elections 
held in Brazil? w Jair Bolsonaro

 # Who was appointed as the Chief Justice of the Calcutta 
High Court? w Justice Debasish Kar  
    Gupta

 # Union Minister Ananth Kumar passed away recently. He 
belonged to which state? w Karnataka

 # Who was appointed as the Director of CBI after 
removal of Alok Verma? w M Nageswar Rao

 # The Election Commission has appointed Ashish 
Kundra as the Chief Electoral Officer of which state? 
 w Mizoram

 # Which Union Minister was given the additional charge 
of the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs?  
 w Narendra Singh Tomar

 # Who won the 2018 Cameroonian presidential 
election? w Paul Biya

 # Who will head the four-member Group of Ministers 
(GoM) that was constituted recently to strengthen 

Indo-US joint military drill begins in Bikaner The 12-day long joint military exercise between India and the 
United States known as 'Vajra Prahar' commenced in Mahajan Field Firing Range (MFFR), Bikaner.

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

AWARDS

 # Which organisation in November 2018 stripped Aung 
San Suu Kyi from its highest honour Ambassador of 
Conscience Award? w Amnesty International

 # Which Indian actor was honoured as a ‘Distinguished 
Fellow’ at the 3rd IndiaGlobal Summit held in Boston, 
United States? w Anupam Kher

 # Which organisation won the 2018 UN Award for 
excellence in promoting investments in sustainable 
development? w Invest India

 # Which Indian project won the 2018 UNESCO Asia-
Pacific Award in ‘Award of Distinction’ category? 
 w LAMO Centre of  
     Ladakh 

 # Who won the 2018 Gleitsman Award?   
 w Malala Yousafzai

 # Which Indian personality was chosen for the 2018 
Seoul Peace Prize? w Narendra Modi

 # How many people have been benefitted till now under 
the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana?   
 w 1 lakh

 # The Government has announced that it will be 
refunding the employers the pay for how many weeks 
of maternity leave given to employees?   
 w 7 weeks

 # The Ministry of Home Affairs recently approved a 
Safe City project under the Nirbhaya Fund Scheme 
for which city? w Lucknow

 # Who launched 'Main Nahin Hum' portal for IT 
professionals? w Narendra Modi

 # Which state launched Saura Jalnidhi Scheme?  
 w Odisha

the institutional frameworks dealing with sexual 
harassment at workplace? w Rajnath Singh

 # Who was appointed as the Secretary General of Lok 
Sabha? w Snehlata Shrivastava



One Liner
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NATIONAL & STATE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Vishwakarma Skill University at village Dudhola in 
Palwal from Sultanpur village in Gurugram district by pressing a button. A sum of over Rs 1,000 crore would be 

spent on setting up this Skill University.

 # The Armistice bringing an end to the First World War 
was signed on which day? w 11th November

 # India’s first Justice City will come up in which city? 
 w Amaravati 

 # The Supreme Court recently approved a separate High 
Court for which state? w Andhra Pradesh

 # The Union Cabinet has approved setting up of a 
Central Tribal University in which state?  
 w Andhra Pradesh

 # Bharat Stage-IV (BS-IV) vehciles will be banned for 
sale in India from which date?     
 w April 1, 2022

 # The British Council of India has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding to expand cultural and educational 
cooperation with which Indian state?   
 w Arunachal Pradesh

 # The 5th National Summit on Public Health Care was 
held in which state? w Assam 

 # The famous Shahi litchi recently got the Geographical 
Indication (GI) tag. It belongs to which state?  
 w Bihar 

 # The foundation stone of India’s largest dry dock will 
be laid at which shipyard? w Cochin Shipyard 

 # The Supreme Court on November 1, 2018 fixed 
what deadline for filing of claims and objections by 
individuals excluded from the first draft of Assam 
NRC? w December 15

 # Which state has formed a committee to revise auto 
fares? w Delhi

 # The Supreme Court recently prohibited the plying of 
15-year-old petrol and 10-year-old diesel vehicles in 
which state? w Delhi

 # This vessel will boost Indian Navy's submarine rescue 
capability. w DSRV

 # Goa Government recently banned the import of which 
seafood item for 6 months? w Fishes

 # India’s first multi-modal terminal was inaugurated on 
which river? w Ganga 

 # Which Indian state has announced a ban on fish 
imports for 6 months? w Goa

 # The 26th Conference of Central and State Statistical 
Organisation has held in which state?   
 w Himachal Pradesh

 # Which country has increased its financial contribution 
to UNRWA? w India

 # Which nuclear submarine has successfully completed 
its first deterrence patrol? w INS Arihant

 # Which decommissioned carrier will be converted 
into India’s first-ever maritime museum-cum-marine 
adventure centre? w INS Viraat

 # The Supreme Court of India has adjourned the hearing 
of the Ayodhya case till when?     
 w January 2019

 # India signed a loan pact of Rs 18.17 crore for the 
construction of the Turga Pumped Storage in West Bengal 
with which country? w Japan

 # Which university would be launching a community 
radio station? w Jawaharlal Nehru  
     University

 # The rural region of which state was declared ODF on 
November 15, 2018? w Jharkhand

 # Which state is about to become India’s first smoke-
free state? w Kerala 

 # Which state has passed the Maratha Reservation Bill? 
 w Maharashtra

 # Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attended which 
country’s presidential inauguration on November 17, 
2018? w Maldives

 # Indian government has decided to release a Rs 75 
commemorative coin to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the hoisting of Tricolour for the first 
time by this Indian freedom fighter.    
 w Netaji Subhash  
     Chandra Bose

 # Which city hosted the Global Cooling Innovation 
Summit? w New Delhi

 # The iconic Signature Bridge has been inaugurated in 
which Indian city? w New Delhi

 # Which Indian think tank has launched guidelines 
for public-private partnership in treatment of non-
communicable diseases? w Niti Aayog

 # Which state has announced its new Biotechnology 
Policy? w Odisha

 # Which state has launched the technology-driven and 
citizen-friendly ‘Mo bus’ service?   
 w Odisha

 # Which country will participate in the 'Vibrant Gujarat 
Global Summit' as a partner country for the second 
consecutive year? w UAE

 # The multi-modal inland waterways project was 
inaugurated recently in which city?   
 w Varanasi
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FINANCIAL AWARENESS

Indian Direct Selling Association (IDSA) has appointed Rana Banerjee as its secretary general. IDSA Chairman is 
Vivek Katoch, headquartered in Delhi, IDSA is an autonomous, self-regulatory body for the direct selling industry 

in India. 

 # What was India’s rank in the Ease of Doing Business 
Index 2019? w 77th

 # Which country has extended its working holiday visas 
to ease farm labourers’ shortage?   
 w Australia

 # Which nation has signed a deal with the World Bank 
for cash transfer? w Bangladesh

 # India recently signed agreements with which 
country for enhancing inland and coastal waterways 
connectivity for trade and cruise movements?  
 w Bangladesh

 # As per the US-based National Bureau of Economic 
Research (NBER) report, which Indian city is the 
most congested one? w Bengaluru 

 # Which state has approved funds worth Rs 25000 for 
girls graduating from 2018 onwards?   
 w Bihar 

 # India is planning to resume exporting raw sugar to 
which nation from early 2019?    
 w China

 # Which bank recently decided to change its name due 
to its merger with ‘Capital First’?   
 w IDFC Bank

 # According to a Cisco-led study, which country is 
going to add 14 lakh IT jobs in new-age technologies 
by 2027? w India

 # The USITC has ruled against putting an anti-dumping 
duty on the import of polytetrafluoroethylene from 
which nations? w India and China 

 # India entered into a USD 75 billion currency swap 
agreement with which country to boost its economy? 
 w Japan

 # Which Indian port is planning to host an edible oil 
refinery? w Jawaharlal Nehru  
     Port

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Union 
Government’s Support and Outreach Initiative for 
which sector? w MSME

 # Satish Kumar Gupta has been appointed as the new 
CEO and MD of which payments bank?   
 w Paytm Payments  
     Bank

 # Which institution liberalised the norms governing 
foreign borrowings for infrastructure creation?  
 w RBI

 # India was re-elected as member of ITU council till 2022 
with how many votes? w 165

 # Which country was the Partner Country at the 38th India 
International Trade Fair? w Afghanistan

 # The world’s oldest intact shipwreck has been found at 
the bottom of which sea? w Black Sea

 # Which country has become the second one in the world 
to legalise use of cannabis? w Canada

 # The 5th edition of World Buddhist Forum (WBF 
-2018) was recently held in which country?  
 w China

 # Which city hosted the World Tolerance Summit 
2018? w Dubai

 # The UNSC has unanimously agreed to lift sanctions 
against which nation after nine years?   
 w Eritrea

 # The Horn of African Nation Eritrea signed a peace 
deal after decades of stand-off in July 2018 with which 
neighbouring nation? w Ethiopia 

 # The nation has unveiled a bronze statue commemorating 
role of Indian soldiers in World War I?   
 w France

 # Which city hosted the first WHO Global Conference on 
Air Pollution and Health? w Geneva

 # Which country donated about USD 300,000 for the 
‘Pipeline to Peacekeeping Command Programme’ of 
the UN? w India

 # The first-ever bilateral naval exercise ‘Samudra Shakti 
2018’ began between India and which country?  
 w Indonesia

 # The joint military exercise ‘Dharma Guardian-2018’ 
began between India and which country?  
 w Japan

 # Which country became the 71st country to sign the ISA 
Framework Agreement? w Japan

 # India has signed three MoUs on matters relating to 
Extradition Treaty, Atomic Energy and VISA Waiver 
with which nation? w Malawi

 # India has signed an agreement on Mutual Legal 
Assistance in Criminal Matters with which nation? 
 w Morocco

 # Exercise INDRA 2018 was held between India and 
which nation? w Russia

 # Where the 33rd ASEAN Summit is being held?  
 w Singapore

INTERNATIONAL
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SPORTS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

Former Assam’s Senior Congress Leader Chandan Kumar Sarkar passed away. He was 65. Sarkar was elected 
to the legislative assembly thrice-1991, 2001 and 2011- from Abhayapuri South constituency and served as the 

irrigation minister in the third term of the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress government.

 # When is the World Science Day for Peace and 
Development observed globally?   
 w 10 November

 # When the National Education Day is celebrated every 
year in India? w 11 November

 # When was Public Service Broadcasting Day 
observed? w 12th November

 # When is the International Day to End Impunity for 
Crimes against Journalists observed?   
 w 2 November

 # When is the National Police Commemoration Day 
observed in India? w 21 October

 # When the United Nations Day is celebrated every 
year? w 24th October

 # When is the World Cities Day observed every year? 
 w 31 October

 # ‘Notes of a Dream’ is the biography of which renowned 
Indian musician? w AR Rahman

 # Which nation has slapped fine worth 500,000 pounds 
on Facebook? w Britain

 # Which district has been renamed as Ayodhya by Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath?  
 w Faizabad

 # Which city hosted the global IT challenge for Youth 
with Disabilities 2018? w New Delhi 

 # When the World Diabetes Day is celebrated every 
year? w November 14

 # When is World Toilet Day observed?   
 w November 19

 # The birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is 
celebrated as which Day in India?   
 w Rashtriya Ekta Diwas

 # The Vigilance awareness week is observed in the birth 
week of this freedom fighter who was he?  
 w Sardar Vallabhbhai  
     Patel

 # Which city will host the 2018 India International 
Cherry Blossom (IICB) festival?   
 w Shillong

 # According to commercial satellite network 'Planet', 
which statue is visible from space?   
 w Statue of Unity

 # When was International Day for Eradication of 
Poverty observed globally? w 17 October

 # According to ISRO Chief K Sivan, the first unmanned 
programme of 'Gaganyaan' has been planned for 
when? w December 2020

 # ISRO launched communication satellite GSAT 29 aboard 
which launch vehicle? w GSLV Mk III

 # Which branch of IIT has developed India’s first 
microprocessor ‘Shakti’? w IIT Madras

 # Which space probe of NASA will get retired from its 
service soon? w Kepler

 # The European space agency has decided to send an 
aircraft, in a first-of-its-kind mission, to explore which 
planet? w Mercury

 # Who became the youngest champion of the ATP World 
Tour Finals in men’s tennis since Djokovic claimed 
the first of his five titles a decade ago?   
 w Alexander Zverev

 # Which Indian wrestler was ranked world No. 1 rank in 
65 Kg category? w Bajrang Punia

 # Where was the 1st edition of ‘North East Olympic 
Games’ held? w Imphal

 # Which two nations were declared joint winners of the 
Asian Champions Trophy? w India and Pakistan

 # The first National Sports Stadium for differently-abled 
is set to come up in which state?   
 w Meghalaya 

 # Which Indian woman wrestler won the bronze medal 
in the 57kg freestyle category at the 2018 World 
Championships, held in Budapest?   
 w Pooja Dhanda

 # Which Indian cricketer was recently officially inducted 
into the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame?   
 w Rahul Dravid

 # The Union Ministry of Finance decided to release 
commemorative coin of what amount on the occasion 
of 75th anniversary of the hoisting of Tricolour for the 
first time by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose?  
 w Rs 75

 # Which country launched the World’s First Sovereign 
Blue Bond? w Seychelles

 # What is the name of India’s first made-in-India 
engineless train? w Train 18

 # Which South Asian nation is planning to send its first 
manned space mission in 2022?   
 w Pakistan
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Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee (KPCC) working president and Wayanad MP, MI Shanavas died. He was 67. 

Shanavas, who had been the member of the Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee since 1983, was elected to the 
Lok Sabha for consecutive two terms-2009 and 2014.

ABBREVIATIONS IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY BOOKS & AUTHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Share Swap
Share swap is a process in which a 
company pays for an acquisition 
to the shareholders of the target 
company by issuing its own shares. 
The number of shares issued in lieu 
of their existing holdings in the target 
company is known as the swap ratio. 
It is determined by valuing the target 
company after looking into metrics 
such as its revenues and profits, as 
well as its market price. If the target 
company is listed, the market value of 
its shares is often a key consideration 
to arrive at the right price to be paid. 
Paying a premium to the market 
usually indicates healthy prospects 
and high potential, while a discount 
could indicate a distress sale.

A share swap has its advantages. As 
shareholders of the target company 
will also be shareholders of the 
merged entity, the risks and benefits of 
the expected synergy from the merger 
will be shared by both the parties. 
In a cash deal, if the acquirer has 
paid a premium and the synergies 
don’t materialise, shareholders of the 
acquiring company alone bear the 
fallout. In a share swap, there is no 
cash outgo involved for the acquirer, 
saving the acquirer borrowing costs.

1 February International Day of Women and Girls in Science
2 February World Wetlands Day
4 February World Cancer Day
13 February World Radio Day
20 February World Day of Social Justice
21 February International Mothers Language Day
22 February World Scout Day
24 February Central Exise Day
28 February National Science Day

ITP : Institutional Trading Platform

PEETHA : Peoples Empowerment Enabling Transparency 
and Accountability

ECOSOC : Economic and Social Council

EDFC : Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor

INSTC : International North–South Transport Corridor

CARE : Consortium of Academic and Research Ethics

BRIEF ANSWERS 
TO THE BIG 
QUESTIONS

POLIO

NO SPIN

THE LAST GIRL

PURE LAND

:- Stephen Hawking

:- Zarrar Said

:- Nadia Murad

:- Shane Warne

:- Thomas Abraham
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Film superstar Amitabh Bachchan has been awarded with the third Sayaji Ratna Award, established in the memory 
of erstwhile Baroda ruler Sayajirao Gaekwad III. Infosys co-founder N R Narayana Murthy and noted industrialist 

Ratan Tata have been given the award earlier.

A. M. Naik

A.M. Naik has been 
appointed as Chairman 

of National Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC) by the 
Ministry of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship. Currently 
Naik is the Group Chairman of 
India's biggest engineering and 
construction conglomerate – 
Larsen & Toubro Limited (L&T).
He is one of the most respected 
management professionals in the country. His years of 
successful stewardship have resulted in building L&T as one of 
the strongest global businesses. Making the announcement, the 
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship Shri Dharmendra Pradhan said that Shri 
Naik epitomizes core values of a successful leader - strength, 
innovation, ingenuity, knowledge and foresight – values that 
are imperative to the success of any development initiative in 
today's economy. His standing in the community of industrial 
leaders will strongly enhance the industry connect. His vast 
experience will take NSDC to greater heights.
The appointment of Mr. Naik as Chairman of NSDC 
underscores the importance attached by the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi to skill development. 
As the Prime Minister has repeatedly stressed ‘skilling 
brings a sense of self confidence to the poor. Matching 
job creation with industry demand is the key to end 
unemployment. It is envisaged that in the future, India 
will be the biggest supplier of workforce to 
the world.’ Naik was awarded the Padma 
Bhushan, India's 3rd highest civilian award 
in 2009 for his outstanding contribution to 
the economic growth of the country.

Arvind Saxena 

Arvind Saxena has been 
appointed as the Chairman 

of Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC).  The tenure 
of Arvind Saxena as Chairman, 
UPSC will commence from the 
date he enters upon the office of 
Chairman, UPSC. The term of 
his appointment will be till 07. 
08.2020 When he attains the age 
of 65 years or till further orders 
whichever is earlier. Arvind Saxena joined UPSC as a 
Member on May 8, 2015, and has been performing duties 
of the post of Chairman, UPSC since June 20, 2018. Prior to 
joining UPSC as Member,Saxena was working as  Director 
of the Aviation Research Centre (ARC).

A student of Civil Engineering at the Delhi College of 
Engineering besides M.Tech. in Systems Management from 
the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), New Delhi, Shri 
Saxena was selected for the Civil Services and joined the 
Indian Postal Service in 1978.  In 1988, Shri Saxena started 
working at the Cabinet Secretariat, where he specialised 
in the study of strategic developments in neighbouring 
countries. Shri Saxena has served in different countries 
and in the States of Jammu & Kashmir, 
Punjab and Himachal Pradesh. A recipient 
of Awards for Meritorious Services (2005) 
and Distinguished Services (2012), Saxena 
has travelled extensively in India and 
abroad.

Alka Mittal 

Alka Mittal took charge as the 
full-time woman director 

(HR) of India's biggest oil and 
gas producer ONGC. She is 
became the first full-time woman 
director of ONGC. Mittal -- a post 
graduate in economics, an MBA in 
HR management and a doctorate 
in commerce and business studies 
-- took over as the Director (HR) 
of Oil and Natural Gas Corp 
(ONGC) Tuesday, a company statement said here. "Prior to 
joining as Director (HR), Mittal held the post of Chief Skill 
Develoment (CSD) of the company," it said.
Mittal is the first full-time woman director on the board 
of ONGC. She joined ONGC as a graduate trainee in 
1985 and had previously worked as Head CSR at the 
corporate office. She is on the board of ONGC Mangalore 
Petrochemicals Limited (OMPL) as ONGC nominee 
director since August 2015. Previously, she headed the HR 
functions in various capacities across regions including 
Vadodara, Mumbai, Delhi and Jorhat and was also the 
Head of Corporate Communications, Delhi in 2009. "She 
has a special penchant for training and mentoring and has 
trained more than 11,000 graduate trainees of ONGC since 
2001 on 'Corporate Governance' as part of their induction 
programme," the statement said. As a senior HR specialist, 
Mittal has made rich contributions in various professional 
forums and bodies. She is an Executive Committee member 
of NIPM (National Institute of Personnel 
Management), and was President of 
Forum for Women in Public Sector (WIPs) 
Northern Region till recently and heads the 
Women's Development Forum of ONGC.

Sunil Arora 

President RN Kovind is said to have cleared the 
appointment of election commissioner Sunil Arora as the 
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next Chief Election Commissioner. 
He is slated to take over as CEC 
on December 2, a day after 
incumbent Om Prakash Rawat 
retires. The appointment of Arora, 
a former 1980 batch IAS officer of 
Rajasthan cadre, to the top post is 
in line with the convention of the 
senior most election commissioner 
being anointed as CEC. 
Arora was appointed as election 
commissioner in September 2017. He will have a nearly 
two-and-a-half-year tenure as CEC, with the General 
Election 2019 to be conducted under his stewardship. Arora 
has served in several key positions as a bureaucrat, including 
as information and broadcasting secretary, secretary in 
the ministry of skill development and entrepreneurship 
and chairman and managing director of Indian Airlines. 
In Rajasthan, besides district postings in Dholpur, Alwar, 
Nagaur and Jodhpur, he was secretary to the chief minister 
during 1993-1998 and then principal secretary to chief 
minister (2005- 2008). 
Arora retired in April 2016, following which 
he was appointed as an advisor to Prasar 
Bharti and then as director general & CEO 
of the Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs.

Kamal Nath 

Senior Congress leader Kamal 
Nath took oath as the 18th 

chief minister of Madhya Pradesh 
in Bhopal. Governor Anandiben 
Patel administered the oath to 
him with the top leadership of 
the Congress in attendance. With 
Nath taking charge, the Congress 
has ended the 15-year-old rule of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
in Madhya Pradesh. Former chief 
minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan was also present in the 
ceremony. Most of the senior leaders of the Congress were 
present in the ceremony, including party president Rahul 
Gandhi, former chief minister Digvijaya Singh and campaign 
committee chief Jyotiraditya Scindia.Among opposition 
leaders, Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) leaders Sharad 
Pawar and Praful Patel, Andhra Pradesh chief minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu, National Conference’s Farooq 
Abdullah, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagham’s M.K. Stalin 
were present for Nath’s swearing-in.Earlier in the day, 
roughly the same set of leaders attended the swearing-in of 
veteran Congress leader Ashok Gehlot as chief minister of 
Rajasthan and young face Sachin Pilot was sworn in as the 
deputy chief minister of the state.

A marathon swearing-in day will also witness oath-taking 
ceremonies of new Congress chief minister 
Bhupesh Baghel in Chhattisgarh. Party chief 
Rahul Gandhi attended the swearing-in in 
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh will be present 
in the functions of Chhattisgarh as well.

BP Singh 

Government of India has 
nominated Brijendra Pal 

Singh as President of the FTII 
Society and Chairman of FTII 
Governing Council, in pursuance 
of Rule 3 and Rule 22 of the 
Rules of the Film and Television 
Institute of India (FTII). B.P. 
Singh’s tenure will be for the 
remaining period of block of 3 
years starting from 04.03.2017 as 
per the provisions of Rule 6(1) of the Rules of FTII, Pune 
and the explanation given thereunder or until further orders 
whichever is earlier.
BP Singh is an FTII alumnus (1970-73) who specialised 
in film cinematography andhas earned repute as Producer- 
Director of popular TV serial CID which recently completed 
a record 21 years unbroken run on SONY TV.  In 2004 he 
made it to the Limca Book of Records for taking a single 
continuous shot of 111 minutes to mark the completion of 
six years of CID.Welcoming his appointment, Bhupendra 
Kainthola, Director, FTII Pune said, "FTII welcomes the 
appointment of Shri B P Singh as new Chairman.
As former Chairperson of FTII Academic Council (2014-
2017) and current Vice Chairman of FTII Governing Council 
Shri Singh is fully conversant with all issues of the Institute. It 
is his vision that launched FTII's countrywide film education 
outreach initiative SKIFT (Skilling India in Film and 
Television) in May 2017 which saw nearly 
120 short courses conducted in over 24 cities 
and towns across India touching nearly 5000 
learners so far. FTII looks forward to his 
guidance and support in the times to come ".

Justice Tarun Agarwal 

Presiding officer Justice 
Tarun Agarwala, retired 

Chief Justice of the Meghalaya 
High Court, has been appointed 
as the presiding officer in the 
Securities Appellate Tribunal, 
Mumbai. The prime minister-
led appointments committee 
of the cabinet approved the 
appointment of Justice Agarwala 
(retd) in the pay scale of Rs 
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2,50,000 per month for a period of five years or till the age 
of 70 years, whichever is the earliest, it said. The Securities 
Appellate Tribunal is a statutory body established under the 
provisions of Section 15K of the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India Act, 1992, to hear and dispose of appeals 
against orders passed by the SEBI or by an adjudicating 
officer under the Act. Justice Agarwala (retd), 62, had 
graduated from the Allahabad University with a law degree.
He started practicing as an advocate in the Allahabad High 
Court in 1981 in the matters of Civil Law, Constitutional, 
Taxation, Labour, Testamentary and Corporate Affairs 
matters. He was elevated as an Additional Judge on January 
7, 2004 and was next year appointed as a permanent judge. 
He was transferred to the Uttarakhand High Court in 2009 
where he was also appointed as the Acting Chief Justice. 
Justice Agarwala (retd) remained in the 
Allahabad High Court between 2012 and 
2018 before his transfer to the Meghalaya 
High Court this year where he was 
appointed as the Chief Justice.

Shaktikanta Das 

Former bureaucrat 
Shaktikanta Das, who 

spearheaded the post-
demonetization normalization 
of the economy, was named the 
new governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India. Das, 61, replaces 
Urjit Patel, who shocked the 
establishment and markets by 
announcing his exit from the 
central bank. Das will have a 
three-year term, an official order said. He will be the first 
bureaucrat to head the central bank in almost five years.
While it was widely expected that the government will 
name an interim RBI head during its search for Patel's 
replacement, the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 
headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi chose Das within 
a day. In a tweet, the Finance Ministry said the government 
has "accepted the resignation of Dr Urjit Patel who resigned 
yesterday from the said post." Meanwhile, Finance 
Secretary A N Jha said Das has wide experience in state 
government as well as the union government.
Das, a 1980-batch Tamil Nadu cadre IAS officer, who 
retired as Economic Affairs Secretary in May 2017, 
oversaw the re-monetisation of the economy after the 
shock decision to withdraw 86 per cent of the currency 
in circulation in November 2016. After his retirement, he 
was named India's G-20 sherpa and also appointed as a 
member of the 15th Finance Commission. Das, a history 
graduate from the prestigious St. Stephen's College in 
Delhi, was brought to the Finance Ministry soon after the 

BJP-led NDA government came to power 
in mid-2014 and given charge of the crucial 
revenue department. He was later moved 
to the economic affairs department, which 
essentially deals with monetary policy and 
the RBI.

Krishnamurthy Subramaniam

The Appointment Committee 
of the Cabinet (ACC) 

has appointed Krishnamurthy 
Subramaniam as the new 
Chief Economic Advisor to the 
finance minister. His tenure will 
be of 3 years. Krishnamurthy 
Subramaniam will succeed Mr. 
Arvind Subramaniam.
Mr. Subramaniam is an associate 
professor in Indian School of 
Business (ISB), Hyderabad. He is an alumni of top ranking 
IIT-IIM and had his PhD from Chicago-Booth.
He delivered his services regarding the expert committees 
on Corporate Governance for the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) and on Governance of Banks for The 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
CEA (Chief Economic Advisor) advises 
Government of India on financial, economic 
and commercial policies. The CEA directly 
works under Ministry of Finance. The CEA 
is also an ex-officio cadre who controls the 
authority of IES (Indian Economic Services).

Arundhati Bhattacharya 

Arundhati Bhattacharya, former 
State Bank of India Chairman 

has been appointed as new chief of 
SWIFT India Domestic Services; 
it is a local unit of SWIFT(Society 
for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication). Arundhati is 
also in the boards of two leading 
companies, Wipro and Reliance 
Industries Limited. She will succeed 
Mr. M.V. Nair. She is credited for 
supervising the merger of six associate banks with SBI for 
which she got extension of one year tenure as Chairman of SBI.
SWIFT is a cooperative society under Belgian law owned by its 
member financial institutions with offices around the world. It 
was established in 1973 and is headquartered 
in LaHulpe, Belgium. It provides a network 
enabling worldwide financial institutions to 
send and receive information regarding financial 
transactions in a safe and secured way.
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IFFI AWARDS 2018 

Lijo Jose Pellissery 
won the Best 

Director Award for his 
2018 film ‘Ee.Ma.Yau’. 
The film is a stunning 
satire on death and how 
it affects human lives. 
Set in Chellanam, a 
coastal village in 
Kerala, the film shows 
the plight of a son who tries to arrange a worthy funeral for 
his father; he is however met with unpredictable obstacles 
and reactions from different quarters. 
The Best Director gets the Silver Peacock Award and a cash 
prize of Rs 1.5 million (Rs 15 lakhs). He also won the Best 
Director Award at the 48th Kerala State Film Awards for 
Ee.Ma.Yau. Chemban Vinod is the Best Actor : The Best 
Actor (Male) Award has gone to Chemban Vinod for his 
portrayal in Ee.Ma.Yau of ‘Eeshi’, a son who tries to arrange 
a worthy funeral for his father but is met with unpredictable 
obstacles and reactions from different quarters. Anastasiia 
Pustovit gets Best Actor (Female) Award : The Best 
Actor (Female) Award has gone to Anastasiia Pustovit  for 
her portrayal of a ‘Larysa’, a teenage girl in the Ukrainian 
film ‘When the Trees Fall’.
Both Best Actor (Male) and Best Actor (Female) are 
honoured with the Silver Peacock Trophy and a cash prize 
of Rs 1 million (Rs 10 lakhs) each. Special Jury Award for 
Milko Lazarov’s Aga : Milko Lazarov walked away with 
the Special Jury Award for his film ‘Aga’; the film focuses 
on the story of Sedna and Nanook, an elderly couple from 
Yakutia, and the particular challenges they face in the midst 
of a frigid landscape. The Special Jury Award carries a cash 
prize of Rs 1.5 million (Rs 15 lakhs), a Silver Peacock 
Award and a citation. Alberto Monteras II receives ‘Best 
Debut Feature Film of a Director’ for Respeto : Alberto 
Monteras II received the Centenary award for ‘Best Debut 
Feature Film of a Director’ for his Filipino Movie ‘Respeto’. 
'Walking with the Wind', directed by Praveen Morchhale, 
won The ICFT –UNESCO Gandhi Medal instituted by the 
International Council for Film, Television and Audiovisual 
Communication, Paris and UNESCO.
The criteria for the Gandhi Medal reflect UNESCO’s 
fundamental mandate of building peace in the mind of 
men and women, particularly human rights, intercultural 
dialogue, promotion and safeguard of diversity of cultural 
expressions. ’Walking with the Wind’ tells the story of a 10 
year old boy in Himalayan Terrain, who mistakenly breaks 
his friend’s school chair. His daily seven km long journey to 
school in mountainous terrain on a donkey, turns mammoth 
and challenging when he decides to bring the chair to his 
village. ‘Los Silencios’, the Portuguese, Spanish movie 

directed by Beatriz Seigner got the special mention under 
ICFT-UNESCO Gandhi medal category. Salim Khan, the 
celebrated actor, story-screenplay-dialogue writer of Hindi 
films was honoured with the IFFI 2018 Special Award 
for his Lifetime Contribution to Cinema. The prestigious 
award consisting of a cash prize of Rs 1 million (Rs 10 
lakhs), Certificate, Shawl and a Scroll has been conferred 
upon the master filmmaker for his outstanding contribution 
to cinema. Salim Khan revolutionized Indian cinema in 
the 1970s, transforming and reinventing 
the Bollywood formula, pioneering the 
Bollywood blockbuster format, and 
pioneering genres such as the masala film 
and the Dacoit Western.

Asian of The Year award 

Indian Navy commander 
captain win Asian of 

The Year award for Kerala 
flood rescue An Indian 
Navy commander (Pilot) 
Vijay Varma and Captain 
(Pilot) P Rajkumar were 
honoured at the 'Asian 
of The Year' awards, 
acknowledging their selfless service and bravery in rescue 
operations during the devastating floods in Kerala.
Commander (Pilot) Vijay Varma and Captain (Pilot) P 
Rajkumar were honoured for their death-defying rescue flying 
during the floods earlier this year. Commander Varma, 42, who 
was widely praised for leading the rescue in a district of the 
port city of Kochi, winched up a heavily pregnant woman who 
gave birth just after being airlifted to safety. Captain Rajkumar, 
54, winched 26 people up from a rooftop in Kochi while 
hovering between trees and other houses just two days after 
receiving a medal for saving a fisherman last year.
Collectively, the award also goes to the late Ng Kok 
Choong, a Singaporean paraglider, for his rescue work in 
the aftermath of the recent earthquake in Central Sulawesi 
in Indonesia.     Also honoured were individuals who 
rushed to the scene of disaster, including at the Tham 
Luang cave rescue in Thailand and Sutopo Purwo Nugroho, 
spokesman, National Agency for Disaster Management 
(BNPB), Indonesia.     Others awarded 
included the ASEAN Coordinating Centre 
for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster 
Management (AHA Centre), and Singapore 
NGO Mercy Relief, who operated amid 
large scale flooding, earthquakes and a 
variety of other disasters.

Knight of the Legion of Honour 

IT czar and philanthropist Azim Premji will be conferred 
Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur (Knight of the Legion 
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Former Rajya Sabha member from Odisha, Baishnab Charan Parida passed away. He was 77.A prominent 

politician, writer, columnist and a social activist, Parida was elected to Rajya Sabha in July 2010 on a BJD ticket 
and his term ended on July 1, 2016.

of Honour) -- the 
highest French civilian 
distinction -- later this 
month.  Alexandre 
Ziegler, Ambassador 
of France to India, will 
confer the award to 
Premji, a statement said. 
"The award comes 
in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to developing the information 
technology industry in India, his economic outreach 
in France, and his laudable contribution to society as a 
philanthropist through the Azim Premji Foundation and 
University," it added.  Some of the past Indian recipients 
of the prestigious award include Bengali actor Soumitra 
Chatterjee and superstar Shahrukh Khan.
Ziegler will be in Bengaluru on November 28-29 to attend 
the Bengaluru Tech Summit.  This will also provide an 
opportunity to further boost the strong partnership between 
France and India in areas of information technology and 
innovation. The Ambassador of France will also meet 
representatives of more than 30 innovative companies from 
the French technology business community. This gathering 
will see a mix of early-stage and large technology companies 
specialising and developing digital solutions in artificial 
intelligence, big data, cloud computing, cybersecurity, 
connected devices, machine learning and 
supercomputing, the statement said. Large 
French digital companies already have a 
strong footprint in India, employing over 
1.3 lakh people at their R&D centres and 
facilities.

Asia Environment Enforcement 
Awards 

The Wildlife 
Crime Control 

Bureau (WCCB) has 
been selected among 
the winners of the 
Asia Environment 
Enforcement Awards for 
its work in combating 
trans - boundary 
environmental crime, 
Union Environment Minister Harsh Vardhan said.
The minister said this is the second time in a row 
that the awards are being given by UN Environment 
to India."The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau, @
moefcc has been selected among the winners of the 
Asia Environmental Enforcement Awards, recognising 
its excellent work in combating trans boundary 

environmental crime. The award was decided upon by 
a selection panel set up by the @UNEnvironment."The 
#AsiaEnvironmentalEnforcementAwards recognize and 
celebrate excellence in enforcement by Government 
officials and institutions /teams combating trans boundary 
environmental crime in Asia. This is the 2nd time in a 
row the awards are being given by @UNEnvironment to 
India," he tweeted.
WCCB is a statutory multi-disciplinary body established 
by the government under the Environment Ministry to 
combat organized wildlife crime in the country.The body is 
mandated to collect and collate intelligence 
related to organized wildlife crime activities 
and to disseminate it to the state and other 
enforcement agencies for immediate action 
and establish a centralized wildlife crime 
data bank among many others.

FIAPF Award

Filmmaker Nandita 
Das will be 

honoured with the 
FIAPF Award at the 
12th Asia Pacific Screen 
Awards (APSA). 
Das will be presented 
the award in recognition 
of her achievement 
in film in the Asia 
Pacific region on November 29, the APSA and its founding 
partner FIAPF International Federation of Film Producers 
Associations. "It is an honour to welcome Nandita Das to 
Brisbane as the recipient of the 2018 FIAPF Award. Das' 
impressive career is a shining example of APSA's ideals 
and we welcome her to the APSA Academy," Michael 
Hawkins, chairman of the Asia Pacific Screen Awards and 
its academy, said in a statement.
The filmmaker will be attending the ceremony to receive 
the award which is bestowed on a film practitioner from 
the region whose career and actions contribute strongly 
to the development of the Asia Pacific film industry. 
Das started her career as an actor with films like "1947 
Earth", "Fire" and "Hazaar Chaurasi Ki Maa". She made 
her directorial debut with critically-acclaimed feature 
"Firaaq".
She most recently directed "Manto", a 
biographical drama based on the life of 
celebrated Urdu author Saadat Hasan 
Manto. The film, starring Nawazuddin 
Siddiqui in the title role, premiered at the 
2018 Cannes Film Festival and released in 
Indian theatres in September 2018.
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Manavjit-Rajeshwari win mixed team trap title at Shooting Nationals Former trap world champion Manavjit Singh 
Sandhu and Rajeshwari Kumari, representing Punjab, won the Mixed Team Trap competition at the 62nd National 

Shooting Championship.  

The Asian Academy Creative 
Awards (AAA’s) 2018

The Asian Academy 
Creative Awards 

(AAA’s) 2018 ceremony was 
held in Singapore. 

Here is the 
complete list 
of winners 
of Asian 
Academy Creative Awards 2018:

Sl. 
No.

Category Show Winner

Indian Winners
1. Best 

entertainment 
host/presenter

Bigg Boss Salman Khan

2. Best direction 
(fiction)

Netflix’s 
original series 
Sacred Games

Anurag Kashyap

3. Best Editing Sacred Games Aarti Bajaj
4. Best comedy 

program
Queens Of 
Comedy

Discovery 
Communications 
India

5. Best telenovela 
or soap opera 
series

Porus One Life Studios

6. Best 2D 
animated 
program or 
series

Lamput Cartoon Network 
India

7. Best Current 
Affairs 
program

The Last 
Drop: India’s 
Water Crisis

NGC Network 
India

8. Best non-
scripted 
entertainment

The Remix Greymatter 
Entertainment

9. Best Drama Miss Sherlock Miss Sherlock
Winners from 
Other Asian 
countries

10. Best actress Critical 
Eleven

Adinia Wirasti of 
Indonesia

11. Best Actor The Hunter Yu Hewei of 
China

12. Best 
Supporting 
Actor

Kenapa Harus 
Bule

Michael Kho of 
Indonesia

13. Best Supporting 
Actress

Roseki Candy Yang of 
Taiwan"

TIME's Person of the Year

Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi, who was murdered 

at the Gulf Kingdom's consulate in 
Istanbul in October, and three other 
journalists were named TIME's 
Person of the Year, an honour that 
recognises them for "taking great 
risks in pursuit of greater truths" and 
"for speaking up and for speaking 
out."  Time Magazine said this year 
it is recognising four journalists 
and one news organisation who have paid a terrible price to 
seize the challenge of this moment: Khashoggi, Philippine 
journalist Maria Ressa, two young Reuters 
reporters Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo - 
currently imprisoned in Myanmar - and the 
Capital Gazette in Annapolis, Maryland, 
where five journalists were gunned down.

Sahitya Academy Awards

Sahitya Academy 
announced the winners in 

24 languages. An extensive 
range of works representing 
diversity in contemp- orary 
Indian literature, comprising 
seven collections of poetry, 
six novels, six short story 
collections, three works of 
literary criticism and two collections of essays were announced 
as the winners of the prestigious Sahitya Akademi Award 2018 
in 24 languages. The awards were recommended by jury 
members in respective languages and were then approved 
by the Executive Board of India's national academy of letters 
under the chairmanship of Akademi President Chandrashekhar 
Kambar. Winners include Anees Saleem in English, Rama 
Kant Shukla in Sanskrit, Rajesh Kumar Vyas in Rajasthani, 
Rahman Abbas in Urdu, Lok Nath Upadhyay in Nepali, Chitra 
Mughal in Hindi and S. Ramakrishnan in Tamil.
The Sahitya Akademi award is among the most prestigious 
literary honours bestowed on writers for their works across 
genres and languages. The Akademi also announced its 
Bhasha Salman for the year 2017 and 2018. Yogendra Nath 
Sharma was awarded the Bhasha Salman for the North zone; 
G Venkatasubbiah for South zone; Gagendra 
Nath Das for the Eastern zone; and Shailaja 
Bapat for the Western zone. The Akademi 
will also be hosting a national seminar on 
Mahatma Gandhi in January next year, 
tracing his presence in the literary space.
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A renowned Hindi writer and journalist Himanshu Joshi died. He was 83. Joshi was active in the literary world for 

the last four decades. He started his career in journalism in the year 1956 and continued to work in 'Kadambani' 
from 1968 to 1971 and 'Weekly Hindustan' from 1971 to 1993.

Himanshu Joshi 

Prominent Hindi writer 
and journalist Himanshu 

Joshi died at New Delhi after 
prolonged illness. He was 83 
years old. Hailed originally 
from Champawat district in 
Uttarakhand, he has written many 
novels, short stories, poetry, 
memoirs and travelogues. He 
started his career as a journalist 
working in ‘Kadambani’ and later 
in ‘Weekly Hindustan’.
He was credited with many popular novels such as Kagaar 
ki Aag; Chhaya mat Choona Man and Tumhare Liye. He 
also wrote Mahasagar; Samay Saskshi hai; Suraaj and 
Aranya. He was conferred Govind Vallabh Pant Honor, 
Award of Uttar Pradesh Hindi Institute and Ganesh Shankar 
Vidyarthi Award for Central Hindi Institute.

Mohammed Aziz 

Playback singer Mohammed 
Aziz, who did playback 

for artistes such as Amitabh 
Bachchan, Govinda and Rishi 
Kapoor, passed away.  He was 64. 
media reports claimed that he died 
of cardiac arrest. Aziz, who has 
over 20,000 songs to his credit, 
has sung in Bollywood, Bengali 
and Odia film industries. He 
has recorded several devotional 
Bhajans and Sufi songs as well.  He made his film debut 
with Bengali film, "Jyoti". Later he got a break when music 
director Anu Malik asked him to sing the song "Mard 
Taangewala" for Bachchan starrer "Mard". He has done 
playback singing for actors such as Bachchan, Govinda, 
Rishi Kapoor, Mithun Chakraborty and several others.

Fahmida Riaz 

Noted India-born Pakistani 
poet and human rights 

activist Fahmida Riaz has passed 
away. She was 73.Riaz, who fled 
Pakistan during former military 
dictator Gen Zia-ul-Haq's rule 
and lived in self-exile in India 
for nearly seven years, had been 
unwell for the past few months. 
Born into a literary family of 
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh in July, 
1945 and settled in Hyderabad following her father's transfer 
to Sindh province, always raised her voice for women 
rights and democracy in Pakistan, The News International 

reported. Riaz, a well-known progressive Urdu writer, 
poet, human rights activist and feminist, worked with 
Radio Pakistan and BBC Urdu service (Radio). Her Urdu 
publication Awaz grabbed the attention of Zia for its liberal 
and politically-charged content after which she and her 
second husband were charged with various cases and the 
magazine was shut down, it said.
After her husband was arrested, she fled to India with her 
two children and sister, and got asylum. Her children went 
to school in India. Her husband later joined her in India 
after his release from jail, it said. The family spent almost 
seven years in exile in India before returning to Pakistan 
after Zia's death, the report said. Riaz had been a poet in 
residence for Jamia Millia Islamia University in New 
Delhi.She was a prominent voice in the feminist struggle 
in Pakistan.

George H.W. Bush

Former US President George 
H.W. Bush died. He was 

94. He was one of the most 
experienced public servants in 
U.S. history, Bush served two 
terms as vice president under 
Ronald Reagan before becoming 
president in 1989, capping off 
a career that included stints as 
director of the CIA and U.S. 
ambassador to China and the U.N. 
in the 1970s.Bush was the patriarch of a political dynasty 
that included one son who served as president, another as 
a governor and a grandson who currently holds state wide 
office in Texas.

Mushirul Hasan 
Mushirul Hasan, a notable 
historian of India passed away 
on 10th December. He was 69 
years old and was bedridden after 
a serious accident years ago. He 
wrote extensively on partition.
He has written many books over 
history which includes India 
Partition: The Other Face of 
Freedom, documenting the plight 
of partition. His other books are 
When Stone Walls Cry, Moderate or Militant: Images of 
India`s Muslims and many more.
He was an alumnus of the Aligarh Muslim University 
and Cambridge University. He also served as the Vice-
Chancellor of the Jamia Milia Islamia University and 
Director General of the National Archives of India. He was 
also president of the Indian History Congress.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

India-China amend double 
taxation avoidance treaty

India to host the 50th 
Union World Conference 
on Lung Health next year

India successfully test-fires 
nuclear-capable Agni-5 

Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) announced incorporation of Jio Estonia that plans to engage in software 
development in Europe. "Reliance Industrial Investments and Holdings Limited (RIIHL), a wholly owned 

subsidiary of the company has incorporated a company viz Jio Estonia OU in Estonia.

New initiative to introduce school 
students to 22 Indian languages  

22 Nov' 18 

The Union 
Govt. has 
launched a 

unique initiative 
called Bhasha 
Sangam to 
introduce school 
students to 22 
Indian languages. 
This initiative, which is a part of the Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat programme, was launched on November 22, 2018 and 
will continue till December 21, 2018. Bhasha Sangam is a 
programme for schools and educational institutions to provide 
multilingual exposure to students in Indian languages.
The aims of the scheme are-

 # The initiative aims to enhance linguistic tolerance and 
respect and promote national integration. 

 # It also aims to create interest in different Indian 
languages and instil the curiosity to learn more. 

 # There are 22 languages listed in Schedule VIII of the 
Constitution but most students are familiar with only 
one or two languages. 

 # Under Bhasha Sangam, the students will now be 
familiarised with the other languages. 

Schedule VIII of the Constitution The Eighth Schedule of the 
Indian Constitution lists 22 official languages of the Republic 
of India. The languages include Hindi, Assamese, Bengali, 
Bodo, Dogri, Gujarati, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Maithili, 
Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali, Odia, Punjabi, 
Sanskrit, Santali, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu. Among 
these languages, initially, 14 were included in the Constitution. 
However, subsequently Sindhi was added in 1967 by 21st 
constitutional amendment act, Konkani, Manipuri and Nepali 

were added in 1992 by 71st Constitutional Amendment Act 
and Bodo, Dogri, Maithili and Santali were added in 2003 
by 92nd Constitutional Amendment Act. At the time when 
the Constitution was enacted, inclusion in this list meant that 
the language was entitled to representation on the Official 
Languages Commission and that the language would be one of 
the bases that would be drawn upon to enrich Hindi, the official 
language of the Union. The list has since, however, acquired 
further significance. The Indian Government is now aiming to 
take measures for the development of these languages, such that 
"they grow rapidly in richness and become 
effective means of communicating modern 
knowledge". A candidate appearing in an 
examination conducted for the public service 
is now entitled to use any of the listed 22 
languages as the medium to answer the paper.

International Gita Festival held in 
Kurukshetra              27 Nov' 18 

The International 
Gita Festival, 
2018, will be 

organised in Kurukshetra 
in Haryana from 
December 7-23, in which Mauritius will be the partner 
country and Gujarat the partner state. The Gita festival will 
also be organised in Mauritius next February, an official 
spokesperson said. He said about 200 famous painters 
from across the country would reach Kurukshetra to draw 
paintings on the walls of Kurukshetra on the theme of 
the Mahabharata under the 'paint-the-wall' competition. 
Artists from India as well from Mauritius, Indonesia, Iran, 
Turkmenistan and Russia will perform during the annual 
festival. Ambassadors of more than 10 countries have been 
invited for the event.
The Bhagavad Gita often referred to as the Gita, is a 
700-verse Hindu scripture in Sanskrit that is part of the 
Hindu epic Mahabharata.
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information for health-related queries.  The Mumbai-based firm has come up with a chatbot named 'ANYA’, which 
is the first of its kind to be launched in the country for disease awareness.

The Gita is set in a narrative framework of a dialogue 
between Pandava prince Arjuna and his guide and 
charioteer Krishna. At the start of the Dharma Yudhha 
(righteous war) between Pandavas and Kauravas, Arjuna 
is filled with moral dilemma and despair about the violence 
and death the war will cause. He wonders if he should 
renounce and seeks Krishna's counsel, 
whose answers and discourse constitute 
the Bhagadvad Gita. Krishna counsels 
Arjuna to "fulfill his Kshatriya (warrior) 
duty to uphold the Dharma" through 
"selfless action.

India-China amend double taxation 
avoidance treaty         27 Nov' 18

India and China 
have amended 
the bilateral 

tax treaty which 
will help prevent 
tax evasion by 
allowing exchange 
of information, 
the Finance Ministry said. The Government of India and 
the People’s Republic of China have signed a protocol 
on November 26, 2018, to amend the Double Taxation 
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) for the avoidance of 
double taxation and for the prevention of fiscal evasion 
with respect to taxes on income. “The Protocol updates the 
existing provisions for exchange of information to the latest 
international standards.” 
Further, the Protocol incorporates changes required to 
implement treaty related minimum standards under the Action 
reports of Base Erosion & Profit shifting (BEPS) Project. 
Under Section 90 of the Income-tax Act, 1961, India can enter 
into an agreement with a foreign country or specified territory 
for avoidance of double taxation of income, for exchange of 
information for the prevention of evasion.
Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement 
(DTAA) also referred as Tax Treaty is a 
bilateral economic agreement between two 
nations that aims to avoid or eliminate double 
taxation of the same income in two countries. 

Nation’s first HCI State Data 
Centre inaugurated in Doon 

27 Nov' 18 

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat 
inaugurated the country’s first Hyper Converged 
Infrastructure (HCI) State Data Centre in Dehradun.  

All citizen-centric services will be accessible through this 

State Data Centre 
(SDC). It is a three-
tier SDC developed 
by the Information 
T e c h n o l o g y 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Agency (ITDA) of 
the Uttarakhand 
Government. It 
is the first data center in the country with 100 per cent 
software based HCI technology. Addressing the gathering 
at a programme organised at ITDA, the Chief Minister 
congratulated the agency team for successfully completing 
the SDC before the deadline.
He said that it is important to start and complete the 
Government projects in a time bound manner. “We have 
to develop such a system that the Government work is 
completed in a fixed time frame. This will also remove 
the shortcomings of our system. Efforts are being made to 
facilitate spending of a certain part of every department's 
budget on IT and technical development. The State had 
been waiting for the SDC for a long time.”
Rawat further said that this state-of-the-art data centre is based 
on modern and green technology. He expected that efforts would 
be made to soon connect the SDC with solar energy. He said that 
the State Government is going to work on the use of solar power 
in all Government buildings. He said that the establishment 
of state-of-the-art SDC will definitely benefit the State. The 
information of all departments of the Government will be 
available at one place and simultaneously official activities will 
speed up and also result in saving of energy. It will provide all 
types of safe, reliable, efficient and all-time available digital 
services to the different departments of the State Government.
This will play an important role in realizing the vision of 
the Prime Minister's Digital India. With the establishment 
of SDC, there is hope for opening up major possibilities in 
the digital sector.
ITDA officials informed that Uttarakhand SDC has been 
developed on green concept to reduce the use of electricity 
and increase the efficiency. All citizen-centric services 
will be accessible through this centre. The time and 
money being spent on the basic building infrastructure 
will be saved. It will also reduce burden on the public 
exchequer and also help in integrating the online 
database of different Government departments at one 
place. Government departments will be able to provide 
the benefits of citizen services more easily 
to the public. This is a common data 
centre for different departments through 
which the departments can fulfill their IT 
requirements on the general private cloud.
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India to host the 50th Union 
World Conference on Lung 

Health next year       28 Nov' 18 

The 50th Union World Conference on Lung Health 
will be held in Hyderabad next year, a global 
organisation working in this field announced. The 

conference 'Ending the Emergency: Science, Leadership, 
Action' which will be held from October 30 to November 
2 next year 2019, the International Union Against 
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease. It will focus on what is 
needed to ensure commitments become action and targets 
are met, the organisation also called The Union said. 
Tuberculosis (TB), a preventable and curable disease, now 
kills more people than HIV/AIDS and is the world's largest 
infectious disease killer. India has the highest TB burden 
in the world with one in four people ill with tuberculosis 
globally residing in the country, Prabodh Bhambal, Deputy 
Executive Director at The Union, said.
The scale of the TB global health emergency was 
acknowledged by the United Nations (UN) and it held 
the inaugural High-Level Meeting on Tuberculosis in 
New York in September. The meeting culminated in a 
political declaration signed by world leaders committed to 
ending tuberculosis by 2030. The Indian government has 
committed to eliminate TB in India by 2025. "It's time to 
end the global TB emergency and that will mean holding 
governments accountable to the Political Declaration 
they signed at the UN meeting.” The 50th Union World 
Conference is expected to be attended by around 6,000 
researchers, policy makers, health practitioners, political 
leaders, and UN and community representatives. The 
latest research into prevention, cure and vaccines will be 
presented at the conference.
The Union has its South-East Asia Office in Delhi 
employing and implements the Call to Action for a TB-
Free India with support from the USAID’s Challenge TB 
project. The Union's Project Axshya, launched in 2010, 
engages all sectors to strengthen TB care and control in 
128 districts across 14 states. Financed by the Global Fund 
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and partnering 
with local organisations across India, since 2015, Axysha 
has reached over 48 million people, identified and 
tested 643,000 people and placed 70,000 TB patients on 
treatment and prevented countless cases of infection. The 
conference's theme resonates with TB, but it will also 
raises awareness on all threats to lung health, including air 
pollution and tobacco abuse. Dr Vedant Kabra, Head of 
the Department of Surgical Oncology, Manipal Hospitals 
Groups, said an estimated seven million people across 
the globe die each year from exposure to ambient and 
household air pollution according to the WHO. India 

accounts for 1.6 million deaths annually. 
On an average, Indian citizens are exposed 
to PM2.5 concentrations between 15 and 
32 times the air quality guidelines set forth 
by the WHO. 

New four-lane bridge across Ganga 
on NH-19 at Patna      01 Dec' 18 

The govt. 
approved a 
new four-

lane bridge with a 
cost of Rs 2,926.42 
crore, parallel to the 
existing MG Setu, 
across the Ganga 
river on NH-19 at 
Patna. "The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, 
chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved 
the project for construction of a 5.634 km long new 4 lane 
bridge across river Ganga, just 38 meters on upstream side 
of the existing MG Setu, along with approaches from km 0/0 
to km 14/500 on NH-19 at Patna in Bihar with a capital cost 
of Rs 2,926.42 crore," an official statement said. According 
to the statement the construction period for the project is 
three-and-a-half years and is likely to be completed by 
January 2023. This project is 14.500 km long and passes 
through Patna, Saran and Vaishali districts of Bihar. The 
project includes 5634 metre long major 
bridge parallel to the existing old MG 
Setu, 4 number of Vehicular Underpasses 
(VUPs), one Rail Over Bridge (RoB), 1580 
meter long one viaduct, 110 meter long one 
flyover, 4 minor bridges, 5 numbers bus 
shelters and 13 road junctions.

AIIMS for Tamil Nadu, 
Telangana            03 Dec' 18

The Union 
c a b i n e t 
approved 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
of two new All 
India Institutes of 
Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) one 
each in Tamil 
Nadu and Telangana. The Tamil Nadu AIIMS would 
come up at Madurai at a cost of Rs 1,264 crore, while the 
Telangana's one would be built at Bibinagar at a cost of Rs 
1,028 crore. The two new institutes will be set up under 
the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY). 
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Mrs Rajasthan to her credit.  The contest was held from November 9 to 14 and had participants from 25 countries.

"Setting up of new AIIMS would not only transform health 
education and training but also address the shortfall of 
health care professionals in the region." The new AIIMS 
will provide super speciality health care to the population 
while creating a large pool of doctors and other health 
workers in this region that can be available for primary 
and secondary level institutions and facilities being created 
under National Health Mission (NHM). 
Each new AIIMS will add 100 UG (MBBS) seats and 60 
BSc (Nursing) seats and will have 15-20 super specialty 
departments. Each new AIIMS will add around 750 hospital 
beds. As per data of current functional AIIMS, it is expected 
that each new AIIMS would cater to around 1,500 outdoor 
patients per day. Establishment of new AIIMS involves 
creation of hospital, teaching block for medical and nursing 
courses, residential complex and allied facilities/services, 
broadly on the pattern of AIIMS, New Delhi, and other 
six new AIIMS taken up under Phase-I of PMSSY.  The 
proposed institution will have a hospital with capacity 
of 750 beds which will include emergency/trauma beds, 
AYUSH beds, private beds and ICU speciality and super 
speciality beds.
Construction of new AIIMS is fully funded by the central 
government. The All India Institutes of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) are a group of autonomous public 
medical colleges of higher education. 
These institutes have been declared by an 
Act of Parliament as Institutes of National 
Importance.

PM Modi inaugurates new 
Airport Complex    04 Dec' 18

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a new 
Airport Complex, and an Integrated Command and 
Control Centre for the Kumbh Mela, at Prayagraj. 

Modi also performed Ganga Pujan, and visited the Swachh 
Kumbh Exhibition. PM Modi visited the Akshay Vat 
in Prayagraj and laid the Foundation Stone for various 
development projects at Andawa in Prayagraj.PM Modi 
announced that pilgrims for the Ardh-Kumbh this time will 
also be able to visit the Akshay Vat. He said the Government 
is making every effort to ensure good connectivity to 
Prayagraj. He said the new airport terminal had been 
completed in a record time of one year. Narendra Modi said 
that every effort is being made to ensure a unique experience 
for devotees coming for the Ardh-Kumbh. He said the effort 
is to showcase India’s glorious past, and vibrant future.PM 
Modi said that the Government is also working to ensure 
a clean Ganga. He said the sewage treatment plants and 
beautification of Ghats would go a long way in this regard. 
Prime Minister described the Kumbh as a symbol of India 
and Indianness. He said it unites us, and gives a glimpse 

of Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat. He said that 
the organisation of the Kumbh is not just a 
matter of faith, but also a matter of prestige, 
and every visitor to the Kumbh should be 
well taken care of. He said the Ardh-Kumbh 
would show how ‘New India’ encompasses 
both heritage and modernity. 

Navy inducts deep submergence 
rescue vehicle     11 Dec' 18

The Indian 
Navy has 
inducted the 

country's first 'Deep 
Submergence Rescue 
Vehicle' (DSRV) into 
service.  Chief of the 
Naval Staff Admiral 
Sunil Lanba inducted 
the vehicle into the Navy. "The induction of the vehicle has 
put the Indian Navy into a small league of world navies that 
have an integral submarine rescue capability," a statement 
issued by the defence force read. The Navy successfully 
concluded maiden trials of the Deep Submergence Rescue 
Vehicle (DSRV) on October 15, 2018.
The vehicle can rescue as many as 14 people in one dive. 
The DSRV carried out underwater mating with a bottomed 
submarine, at a depth of over 300 feet. On successful 
mating, the DSRV opened its hatches and the submarine 
hatches and carried out transfer of personnel from the 
submarine to the DSRV. These sea trials have proven 
the newly inducted DSRV's ability to undertake rescue 
operations from disabled submarines at sea and provided 
the Navy with a critical capability.
During the trials, the DSRV also dived successfully up to 
666 metres, which is a record for deepest submergence 
by a 'manned vessel' in Indian waters. The 
DSRV crew carried out remotely operated 
vehicle operations at a depth of over 750 
metres and side scan sonar operations at 
a depth of over 650 metres, which are all 
'firsts' for the Indian Navy.

India successfully test-fires 
nuclear-capable Agni-5   11 Dec' 18

India successfully test-fired nuclear-capable ballistic 
missile Agni-5, which has a strike range of 5,000 km, 
from Dr Abdul Kalam Island off the Odisha coast. This 

is the seventh trial of the indigenously-developed surface-to-
surface missile. Agni-V is a three stage missile, 17 metres 
tall, two metres wide and capable of carrying 1.5 tonne of 
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nuclear warheads. 
Unlike other missiles 
of the series, Agni-5 
is the most-advanced 
in terms of navigation 
and guidance, 
warhead and engine. 
The missile was 
launched with the help 
of a mobile launcher from launch pad-4 of the Integrated 
Test Range (ITR) at Dr Abdul Kalam Island in the Bay of 
Bengal. It was an user associated trial and strategic force 
command with DRDO scientist conducted it. The missile has 
been designed to hit the designated target point accurately, 
guided by the on-board computer with the support of a Ring 
Laser Gyro-based Inertial Navigation System, the Micro 
Inertial Navigation System, fully-digital control system and 
advanced compact avionics, as per DRDO officials.
The first two flights of Agni-5 in 2012 and 2013 were in 
open configuration. The third, fourth and fifth launches 
were from canister integrated with a mobile launcher, in 
its deliverable configuration to enable launch of the missile 
with a very short preparation time as compared to an open 
launch. The sixth trial was in June during which the missile 
was fired from a mobile launcher. Several new technologies 
were successfully tested during the sixth trial.
The Agni-5 also has advantages of higher reliability, longer shelf 
life, less maintenance and enhanced mobility, 
according to sources. India has in its armoury the 
Agni series - Agni-1 with 700 km range, Agni-2 
with a 2,000-km range, Agni-3 and Agni-4 with 
2,500 km to more than 3,500-km range.

Regional Conference on 
‘Good Governance- Focus on 

Aspirational Districts’    12 Dec' 18

In Thiruvananthapuram The Department of 
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances 
(DARPG), Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances 

and Pensions, Government of India in association with 
Government of Kerala is organizing a Regional Conference 
on December 10-11, 2018 at Thiruvananthapuram on ‘Good 
Governance - Focus on Aspirational Districts’. The Governor 
of Kerala Shri Justice (Retd.) P. Sathasivam will inaugurate 
the 2-day event. The Chief Secretary, Government of 
Kerala, Shri Tom Jose and Shri K V Eapen, Secretary, D/o 
Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances, Government 
of India will address the Inaugural Session and Valedictory 
Session. Delegates from 9 states and 5 U.T.s from Western 
and Southern India will participate in the Conference. 
There will be 5 Technical sessions in the 2-day Conference. 
On the Day 1, eight Presentations will be made on Effective 

Governance and Transformation of Aspirational Districts 
which will be followed by Panel Discussions. On Day 2, six 
Presentations will be made on Good Governance Initiatives 
which were conferred Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence 
in Public Administration, National e-Governance Award and 
Common Wealth Association for Public Administration and 
Management (CAPAM) International Innovations Award. 
Additional Secretary DARPG Shri V. Srinivas will address 
the Valedictory Session. The Department has organized 30 
Regional Conferences till date.
This Conference is an effort to create a common platform 
to share experiences in the formulation and 
implementation of best practices in citizen 
centric governance, improved public 
service delivery through e-Governance, 
transparent, accountable and citizen-
friendly effective administration. 

NITI Aayog Launches Global 
Hackathon on Artificial 
Intelligence     13 Dec' 18

With the 
vision to 
f u r t h e r 

expand the idea 
of ‘Artificial 
Intelligence, AI 
for All’ articulated 
in the National 
AI Strategy, NITI Aayog organises hackathons to source 
sustainable, innovative and technologically-enabled solutions 
to address various challenges in the development space. 
Taking the initiative forward, NITI Aayog is now partnering 
with Perlin – a Singapore-based AI start up - to launch the 
‘AI 4 All Global Hackathon’, and is inviting developers, 
students, start-ups and companies to develop AI applications 
to make significant positive social and economic impact for 
India. The challenge question seeks to develop solutions in 
Distributed Computing and Privacy Preserving techniques, 
such as multi-party computation, in AI.
The objective of this hackathon is to promote awareness 
and subsequently develop solutions that deliver the twin 
benefit of efficient computing to address the infrastructure 
challenges, while also not compromising on privacy of 
data for training AI algorithms. NITI Aayog organized its 
first hackathon, ‘MoveHack’ in August, on the sidelines 
of the Global Mobility Summit 2018, with the aim of 
garnering cutting-edge mobility applications. Over 
2,000 submissions were received out of which the Top 
10 teams were awarded at the summit. “The AI for All 
Hackathon underscores the commitment of NITI Aayog to 
supporting meaningful social, economic and technological 
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individual gold in junior girl's sport and a silver in senior team.

advancements directed at making people’s lives better,” 
said Amitabh Kant, CEO of NITI Aayog, “we believe 
India is ideally positioned as a thought-leader and regional 
economic power to help bring the benefits of innovation 
in AI and distributed computing to communities in 
developing countries around the world.” 
The ‘AI 4 All Global Hackathon’ was announced at the AI 
conference organized by NITI Aayog, in partnership with the 
ORF, held in Mumbai in November 2018. The hackathon will 
be run two stages with Stage One ending 15 January 2019 and 
Stage Two, which will only include shortlisted participants from 
the previous stage, will conclude on 15 March. The first stage 
will invite ideas for use cases of multi-party computation in areas 
such as Healthcare, Education, Agriculture, 
Urbanization, Financial Inclusion. The second 
stage will call for these ideas to be matured and 
developed, with a focus on privacy preserving 
AI and distributed computing.

Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy conferred Skoch Award for 

National Significance    17 Dec' 18

Ministry of 
New and 

Renewable Energy, 
Government of 
India has been 
conferred the Skoch 
Award for National 
Significance at an 
event held recently in New Delhi. The award was received 
by Secretary, Ministry of New Renewable Energy Anand 
Kumar. The award has been conferred on the Ministry 
considering its purpose and critical role played in installing 
about 73 GW renewable energy capacity in the country.
With 21 per cent of total installed capacity, within the year 
renewable energy grossed a magic figure of providing one 
billion units of electricity in the country. Today, India ranks 
4 in the world in wind energy capacity and 5th in solar & 
total renewable energy capacity installed in 
the world. India has played a critical role 
in setting up of international solar alliance. 
Further, India moved a resolution during the 
first meeting for making it a global initiative.

56 new warships to be inducted, 
'Jointness' among 3 services  17 Dec' 18

The govt. has approved induction of 56 new ships and six 
submarines to augment Indian Navy's overall prowess 
while the country's first indigenous aircraft carrier 

Vikrant has entered its final 
phase of construction, Navy 
Chief Chief Adm. Sunil 
Lanba said.Addressing a 
press conference on the 
eve of Navy Day, Adm. 
Lanba said a "great deal of 
progress" has been made 
on ensuring synergy and 
"jointness" among the three services.At the same time, he 
said the Indian Air Force is against theatre commands and 
noted that a higher defence organisation must be set up before 
starting actual work in that direction,the Admiral listed various 
steps being taken to modernise his force including induction 
of a large fleet of military jets and choppers, adding the 
construction of a second indigenous aircraft carrier is expected 
to start within a period of three years.
On China fast expanding its naval prowess, the Navy Chief 
said, "By 2050, we will also have 200 ships, 500 aircraft and 
be a world-class navy." He said 32 ships and 
submarines are presently under construction 
in Indian shipyards and in addition to them, 
government has accorded approval for 56 
ships and six submarines.S

India to host G20 summit in 2022 
18 Dec' 18

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
on December 

1 announced that 
India will host the 
G-20 summit in 2022, 
the year the country 
would celebrate the 
75th anniversary of 
its Independence.The 
G-20 is a grouping of the world's 20 major economies. 
Modi made the announcement at the closing ceremony of 
the two-day summit held here in Argentina's capital. Italy 
was to host the international forum in 2022.Thanking 
Italy for allowing India to play the host, Modi invited 
G-20 leaders to India in 2022, which also marks the 
75th anniversary of India's Independence."In 2022 India 
completes 75 years since Independence.G-20 members 
comprise Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 
the European Union, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, 
South Korea, Turkey, the UK and the US. Collectively, 
the G-20 economies account for nearly 90 percent of 
the gross world product, 80 percent of world trade, two-
thirds of the world population, and approximately half of 
the world land area.
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The G20 is an international forum for the governments 
and central bank governors from 19 countries and the 
European Union. Founded in 1999 with the aim to discuss 
policy pertaining to the promotion of international financial 
stability, the G20 has expanded its agenda 
since 2008 and heads of government or 
heads of state, as well as finance ministers 
and foreign ministers, have periodically 
conferred at summits ever since. 

ISRO Launches Satellite GSAT-
7A in Major Boost to Air Force 

19 Dec' 18

ISRO launched the 
country's latest 
satellite GSAT-

7A. It will give a big 
boost to the strategic 
communication and 
networking capabilities 
of the Indian Air Force.
In a launch that came 
with many firsts, the 
2,250 kg geo-stationary satellite GSAT-7A built by the 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) provides for a 
secure mode of communication and will be for the exclusive 
use of the IAF.
Dubbed as "Angry Bird", the satellite is expected to enable 
the force to interlink different ground radar stations, ground 
airbase and Airborne early warning and control (AWACS) 
aircraft.
After a 26-hour countdown, ISRO's rocket GSLV-F11 
carrying the satellite lifted off at 4.10 pm from the second 
launch pad at Sriharikota, about 110 km from Chennai.
Around 19 minutes after the lift-off, the geosynchronous 
launch vehicle injected the satellite into the intended orbit. 
It will be placed in its final geostationary orbit using the 
onboard propulsion systems. According to ISRO, the 
satellite would take a few days after separation from the 
launcher to reach its orbital slot.
ISRO scientists broke into cheers after the satellite was 
placed into the designated orbit. According to the space 
agency officials, the advanced communication satellite 
would facilitate exclusive frequency flight communication 
for the IAF.
The mission life of the GSAT-7A is eight years. It will 
provide communication in Ku-band over the Indian 
region. This was the heaviest satellite lifted by the GSLV 
with indigenous cryogenic stage. The new year would 
see ISRO taking up challenging launches, including the 

Chandrayaan-2 moon mission. The GSLV-F11 is the ISRO's 
fourth generation launch vehicle with three stages.
Four liquid strap-ons and a solid rocket motor at the core 
form the first stage of the launch vehicle, while the second 
stage is equipped with a high-thrust engine 
using liquid fuel. The Cryogenic Upper 
Stage forms the third and final stage of 
the vehicle. The seventh launch of 2018 
from Sriharikota marks the 69th mission of 
GSLV-F11 for ISRO.

Anil Khanna, Janardan Gehlot 
to become IOA Sr Vice President 

and Vice President   20 Dec' 18 

Top tennis 
official Anil 
Khanna and 

former president 
of kabaddi’s 
national federation 
Janardan Singh 
Gehlot will be 
elected unopposed 
as a senior vice president and a vice president of the Indian 
Olympic Association in its Annual General Body Meeting 
on December 22. Returning Officer Devender Kumar 
Nailwal, a retired District Judge, has issued an order, stating 
that no elections will be held for the post of the senior vice 
president and vice president as only one nomination has 
been received for each of the two posts.
Khanna, a former All India Tennis Association president 
and currently the chief of the Asian Tennis Federation, is 
the only candidate left in the fray for the post of one senior 
vice president. He also currently holds key posts in the 
International Tennis Federation. He served as a treasurer 
in the previous regime headed by N Ramachandran and 
was also initially a presidential candidate in the polls held 
in December last but withdrew later to pave the way for 
Narinder Batra to become the IOA chief.
Gehlot, a former Congress minister in Rajasthan, was 
president of the Amateur Kabaddi Federation of India (AKFI) 
for 28 years before his wife took over the job. He was made 
the ‘Life President’ of the AKFI but the Delhi High Court 
earlier this year quashed the appointment and that of his 
wife. He is currently the president of International Kabaddi 
Federation. He was elected to the post in June for a four-
year term. The IOA had amended its constitution in August to 
increase the number of senior vice presidents 
to two from the current one and the number 
of vice-presidents to nine from the current 
eight. R K Anand is the lone senior vice 
president in the existing executive council.
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Nitish Kumar unveils 70 ft 
tall Lord Buddha's statue

NGT appoints former 
HC judge U C Dhyani to 
monitor Ganga cleaning 

ADB to provide USD 85 mn 
loan for skill development in 

Odisha

Veteran Congress leader and former Union minister C K Jaffer Sharief passed away. He was 85. He was a 
seven-time MP from Bengaluru North constituency and served as the Railway minister in the P V Narasimha Rao 

government between 1991 and 1995.

NGT appoints former HC judge 
U C Dhyani to monitor Ganga 

cleaning          21 Nov' 18

The National 
Green Tribunal 
has appointed 

former Uttarakhand 
High Court judge, 
Justice U C Dhyani, 
as head of the three-
member committee 
to oversee rejuvenation work of the Ganga river. A bench 
headed by chairperson A K Goel had earlier named Justice 
Arun Tandon as head of the panel which was set up on August 
6, 2018.However, he was replaced after the tribunal was 
informed that he would be busy with the upcoming Kumbh 
event at Allahabad. “Other Members of the committee for the 
stretches will be nominee of Central Pollution Control Board 
and nominee of IIT Roorkee. Same representative of CPCB 
will continue, as before. “However, the committee headed 
by Justice Arun Tandon may conduct its meeting already 
scheduled on December 1 to 3, 2018 which may also be 
attended by Justice U C Dhyani and the representative of IIT-
Roorkee,” the bench said in an order dated November 29,2018.
National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 (NGT) 
is an Act of the Parliament of India which 
enables creation of a special tribunal to 
handle the expeditious disposal of the cases 
pertaining to environmental issues.

Emergency Response Support 
System (ERSS) for Himachal 

Pradesh         23 Nov' 18

The Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh launched 
Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) for 
Himachal Pradesh at Mandi. Himachal Pradesh is 

the first state to launch pan-India single emergency number 

‘112’ under ERSS. 
Under this project, one 
Emergency Response 
Centre (ERC) has been 
established in Shimla 
along with 12 District 
Command Centers 
(DCCs) covering entire State.
Emergency Response Centre has been integrated with 
Police (100), Fire (101), Health (108) and Women helpline 
(1090) Services to provide emergency services via single 
emergency number - 112. The service also includes a 
‘112 India’ mobile app integrated with Panic Button of 
smartphones and ERSS State website for ease of citizen in 
availing immediate assistance. To increase the effectiveness 
of Emergency Response, the ERC has also been integrated 
with Location Based Services provided by Telecom Service 
Providers. To ensure safety of women, a SHOUT feature has 
been introduced in ‘112 India’ mobile app to seek immediate 
assistance from registered volunteers in the vicinity apart 
from the immediate assistance from Emergency Response 
Centre. The SHOUT feature is exclusively available to 
women. The ‘112 India’ mobile app will be subsequently 
rolled out in all States & Union Territories to help people 
across the country access the unified 
emergency services. Central Government 
has allocated ̀ 321.69 Crore under Nirbhaya 
Fund for implementation of ERSS project 
across the country.

Nitish Kumar unveils 70 ft tall 
Lord Buddha's statue 26 Nov' 18

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar unveiled a 70-
feet tall statue of Lord Buddha at Rajgir in Nalanda 
district. Nitish Kumar unveiled the statue of Lord 

Buddha, the second tallest statue of Buddha in the country, 
in the presence of Mahabodhi temple's chief monk Bhante 
Chalinda amid the chanting of hymns. The statue has been 
installed above a 16 metre radius pedestal in the middle of 
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the lake Ghora Katora 
and has been made 
from 45,000 cubic foot 
pink sand stone. Nitish 
Kumar took a boat ride 
in Ghora Katora lake 
and offered his prayers 
by circumambulating 
the Lord Buddha's 
statue. "Ghora Katora 
lake is a historical place, It is a natural lake surrounded by 
five hills where Lord Buddha's statue has been installed. 
People will visit the lake where they can also have the 
privilege of offering their prayers to Lord Buddha."
Rajgir is a city and a notified area in Nalanda district in 
the Indian state of Bihar. The city of Rajgir  was the first 
capital of the kingdom of Magadha Empire. This area is 
also notable in Jainism and Buddhism 
as one of the favorite places for Lord 
Mahavira and Gautama Buddha and the 
well known "Atanatiya" conference was 
held at Vulture's Peak mountain.

$310 million loan pact signed for 
24x7 power supply for Jharkhand  

04 Dec' 18

The Govt. of India, 
the Govt. of 
Jharkhand and 

the World Bank signed in 
New Delhi a $310 million 
Loan Agreement for 
Jharkhand Power System 
Improvement Project to 
provide reliable, quality, 
and affordable 24x7 electricity to the citizens of Jharkhand. 
The Jharkhand Power System Improvement Project will 
help build new power transmission infrastructure, as well as 
put in place systems to improve the technical efficiency and 
commercial performance of the state power sector utilities. 
The Project will help bring in modern technology solutions 
such as automated sub-stations, and network analysis 
and planning tools to provide reliable power supply and 
enhance customer satisfaction. 
While a significant portion of the proposed investments 
are aimed at improving power transmission infrastructure, 
the Project will also focus on developing institutional 
capacities of State-owned power transmission and 
distribution companies and improving their operational 
performance. The Project is part of the Government of 
India’s Power for All program launched in 2014. The plan 
envisages addition of over 4. 5 GW generation capacities 

by 2022 (including a significant share of 1. 5 GW from 
solar energy), through a mix of Private and Public-sector 
investments. The Agreement for the Project was signed 
by Mr. Sameer Kumar Khare, Additional Secretary, 
Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, 
on behalf of the Government of India, 
Ms. Vandana Dadel, Secretary, Energy 
Department, on behalf of the Government 
of Jharkhand and Mr. Junaid Ahmad, 
Country Director, World Bank India, on 
behalf of the World Bank. 

ADB to provide USD 85 mn loan 
for skill development in Odisha 

18 Dec' 18

The Asian 
Development 
Bank (ADB) 

will provide a USD 
85 million loan 
to improve skill 
development eco-
system in Odisha and 
establish an advanced skill training centre at Bhubaneswar. 
The project will help over 1.5 lakh people learn skills in 
priority sectors, including manufacturing, construction 
and services for formal employment.
World Skill Centre (WSC) at Bhubaneswar will deliver 
eight training courses for 13,000 full-time students, 
provide training for 5,000 teachers, and train 1,000 
assessors. It will improve the overall eco-system of skill 
development in Odisha by providing integrated services 
through an entrepreneurship incubation centre, a career 
counselling and placement centre, a curriculum design 
and development centre, and education technology 
deployment centre. These important functions of WSC will 
support a network of Government ITIs and develop skills 
and capacity of polytechnics, college of engineering, and 
other private skilling centres. ADB will also administer a 
USD 2 million technical assistance grant from the Japan 
Fund for Poverty Reduction, financed by the Government 
of Japan, that will support capacity development activities 
under the project. In 2017, ADB operations totalled USD 
32.2 billion, including USD 11.9 billion in co-financing.
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional 
development bank established on 19 December 1966,  
headquartered in the Ortigas Center located in the city of 
Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines. 
The company also maintains 31 field offices 
around the world to promote social and 
economic development in Asia. Takehiko 
Nakao is the present President of ADB.



iNTERNATiONAL

27FEBRUARY 2019  MICA

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Renowned scientist Nageshwara Rao Guntur has been appointed as chairperson of the Atomic Energy Regulatory 
Board (AERB). Guntur is the chairman, Project Design Safety Committee, Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor and 

former distinguished scientist Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd.

Ranil Wickremesinghe takes 

oath as Sri Lanka’s Prime 

Minister

Pakistan's Hindu law-
maker listed in BBC's 100 
inspiring and influential 

women

President Kovind inau-
gurates Enterprise India 

Exhibition in Yangon 

India, China held joint military 
exercises    21 Nov' 18

The militaries 
of China 
and India 

would hold a joint 
military exercise 
"Hand in Hand" 
in southwest 
China's Chengdu 
city to improve 
their capabilities in fighting terrorism and promote mutual 
understanding. This 14-day military exercise will start from 
December 10, 2018.  Each side will send 100 troops to take 
part in the 7th India and China joint military exercises - 
'Hand in Hand' - which will focuss on counter-terrorism 
operations. The exercises will be held after a gap of one 
year as both the sides were locked in a 73-day standoff in 
Doklam in the Sikkim sector of the border in 2017.  The 
strained relations between the two sides later improved 
resulting in an informal summit between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping in Chinese 
city of Wuhan in April 2018. "The two sides are preparing 
for the exercises now. The exercises, which will conclude on 
December 23, will include live shooting and adoptive and 
basic training. 'Hand in Hand', China and Indian militaries 
should also work hand in hand for the benefit of people in 
both the nations.  Earlier at the 9th Defence dialogue held 
here on November 13,2018 between Defence Secretary 
Sanjay Mitra and Lt Gen Shao Yuanming, Deputy Chief 
of Joint Staff Department of Central Military Commission, 
the two sides discussed bilateral relations, military ties, 
border control as well as regional and international issues. 
The two sides agreed to follow the consensus reached by 
the top leaders of the two countries to promote military 
relationship under the principle of maintaining peace 
and tranquillity and enhancing the trust, friendship and 
cooperation. Top leaders from both the countries also met 

recently on November 24 at the 21st India-China border 
talks held at Dujiangyan near Chengdu in 
southwestern Sichuan province. National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval and China's 
State Councillor and Foreign Minister, 
Wang Yi who are the designated Special 
Representatives took part in the talks. 

IN - RN exercise KONKAN-18 
begins at Goa   23 Nov' 18 

Naval cooperation 
between India 
and the United 

Kingdom is based on 
the long term strategic 
relationship between both 
countries. Both Navies 
have, over the years, 
undertaken bilateral activities such as training exchanges 
and technical cooperation. The Bilateral KONKAN exercise 
provides a platform for the two Navies to periodically 
exercise at sea and in harbour, so as to build interoperability 
and share best practices. The KONKAN series of exercises 
commenced in 2004, and since then has grown in scale. 
KONKAN-2018 will be conducted from 28 Nov to 06 Dec 
18 off Goa with units participating from both navies. The 
harbour phase is scheduled from 28 Nov to 30 Nov 18, 
followed by the sea phase from 02 to 06 Dec 18. The Royal 
Navy will be represented by HMS Dragon, a Type 45 Class 
Destroyer equipped with an integral Wildcat helicopter. The 
Indian Navy will field INS Kolkata, the first ship of latest 
Kolkata class destroyers, equipped with integral Seaking 
and an IN submarine. In addition, IN maritime patrol 
aircraft, Dornier will also participate in the exercise. The 
regular IN-RN interaction over the years has resulted in an 
increase in the professional content of the bilateral exercise. 
The thrust of the exercise this year would be on Anti-Air 
warfare, Anti-Surface Warfare, Anti-Submarine Warfare, 
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widening and upgrading of about 230 km of state highways in Bihar to all-weather standards with road safety 
features.

Visit Board Search and Seizure (VBSS) and Seamanship 
Evolutions. Besides exercises at sea, KONKAN-2018 
also encompasses professional interactions and sports 
fixtures. The exercise is aimed at deriving mutual benefit 
from each other’s experiences and is indicative of the 
continuing cooperation between the two countries. The 
inter-operability achieved over the years as a result of such 
exercises has proved to be operationally beneficial to both 
navies. The naval cooperation is a tangible 
symbol of the commitment of both nations 
in ensuring a positive climate at sea for 
enhancing strategic stability and promoting 
economic prosperity.

Imran Khan lays foundation stone 
for Kartarpur corridor    29 Nov' 18 

Prime Minister 
Imran Khan 
laid the 

foundation stone for 
a corridor linking 
Gurdwara Darbar 
Sahib in Pakistan's 
Kartarpur - the final 
resting place of Sikh faith's founder Guru Nanak Dev - 
to Dera Baba Nanak shrine in India's Gurdaspur district 
to facilitate visa-free movement of Indian Sikh pilgrims. 
Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan is located across the river 
Ravi, about four kilometres from the Dera Baba Nanak 
shrine. It was established by the Sikh Guru in 1522. The 
first Gurdwara, Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib, was built here, 
where Guru Nanak Dev is said to have died.
The Kartarpur Corridor, which will facilitate the visa-free 
travel of Indian Sikh pilgrims to Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in 
Kartarpur, is expected to be completed within six months. 
The development comes ahead of Guru Nanak's 550th 
birth anniversary next year. Thousands of Sikh devotees 
from India visit Pakistan every year to celebrate the birth 
anniversary of Guru Nanak. India had proposed the corridor 
to Pakistan around 20 years back. India was represented by 
Union ministers Harsimrat Kaur Badal and Hardeep Singh 
Puri at the event. Punjab cabinet minister Navjot Singh 
Sidhu also attended the ceremony. Last week, Pakistan and 
India announced that they would develop the corridor on 
their respective side of the border to help Indian pilgrims 
visit Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Kartarpur. India-Pakistan 
ties nose-dived in recent years with no bilateral talks taking 
place.
The ties between the two countries had strained after the 
terror attacks by Pakistan-based groups in 2016. Pakistan 
had invited External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj, 
who thanked her Pakistani counterpart Shah Mahmood 

Qureshi for the invite and said she was unable to travel 
to Kartarpur Sahib due to prior commitments. The issue 
of Kartarpur Sahib came into focus after 
Punjab Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu visited 
Pakistan in August to attend the oath-taking 
ceremony of his cricketer-turned-politician 
friend Imran Khan as prime minister of that 
country.

India, Australia ink 5 pacts as Kovind 
meets PM Morrison     29 Nov' 18 

India and 
Australia signed 
five agreements 

to boost investments 
and enhance 
cooperation in key 
sectors like disability, 
agricultural research 
and education as President Ram Nath Kovind met Australian 
Prime minister Scott Morrison in Sydney. Kovind, the first-
ever Indian head of state to visit Australia. External Affairs 
Ministry Spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said that during the 
state visit of President Kovind to Australia, five agreements 
were exchanged in the presence of Marise Payne, Foreign 
Minister of Australia and Anantkumar Hegde, Minister of 
State for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, by High 
Commissioners of both countries. as

 # The first agreement was for cooperation in the area of 
disability and to deliver services to the differently-abled. 

 # The second one was between Invest India and Austrade 
to facilitate bilateral investment.

 # The third agreement was signed between the Central 
Mine Planning and Design Institute, Ranchi, and the 
Commonwealth Scientific and Research Organisation, 
Canberra, to foster scientific collaboration and 
innovation.

 # The fourth one between the Acharya N G Ranga 
Agricultural University, Guntur, and the University of 
Western Australia, Perth, for cooperation in agricultural 
research and education.

 # The fifth one was between the Indraprashta Institute 
of Information Technology, New Delhi, and the 
Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane for a 
joint Ph.D agreement.

Following the meeting with President 
Kovind, Prime Minister Morrison 
announced the release of Australia's 
response to the India Economic Strategy, 
a blueprint to transform the economic 
engagement.
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Pakistan's Hindu lawmaker 
listed in BBC's 100 inspiring and 

influential women     30 Nov' 18 

A Hindu woman 
lawmaker and 
human rights 

activist in Pakistan has 
made it to the list of 
BBC's 100 inspiring 
and influential women 
from around the world. 
Krishna Kumari Kohli, 40, Pakistan's first female senator 
from the dalit community, has been placed at No 48 on the 
annual BBC 100 Women list and recognised as a Pakistani 
politician. Krishna was elected as senator in March after 
spending many years working for the rights of bonded 
labourers in Pakistan. She is the first Thari Hindu woman 
to be elected to the Pakistan senate. "Krishna was elected to 
the Pakistan Senate after campaigning for women's rights, 
having previously been forced into bonded labour for three 
years, BBC wrote about her. The list includes women like 
Chelsea Clinton, daughter of former US President Bill 
Clinton for her work with the Clinton Foundation to Syrian 
student. Nujeen Mustafa who fled the Syrian war in her 
wheelchair and campaigns for refugees with disabilities. 
Krishna belongs to the Kohli community from the remote 
village of Dhana Gam in Nagarparkar area of Sindh 
province where a sizeable number of Hindus live. She was 
elected as Senator or member of Upper House of Parliament 
in March this year from the platform of Pakistan People’s 
Party of former premier and slain leader Benazir Bhutto. 
Krishna's endeavours to end bonded labour in Pakistan were 
fuelled by her own childhood experience of being forced to 
work with her family by a landlord for three years before 
being rescued in a police raid. After they were released 
from bonded labour, her parents encouraged her to study, 
supporting her from primary classes to a postgraduate degree 
in sociology from the University of Sindh, Jamshoro. After 
her election to the Senate, she promised to continue working 
for the rights of downtrodden people of her 
community. Pakistan's Hindus, who make 
up around two per cent of the country's 200 
million people, have long faced economic 
and social discrimination. 

India, Singapore decide to ramp 
up defence cooperation   30 Nov' 18

India and Singapore signed a revised Defence 
Cooperation Agreement (DCA) to further strengthen 
the military cooperation between the armed forces of 

the two countries. The pact was signed before talks between 

Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman 
and her Singaporean 
counterpart Ng Eng 
Hen in Visakhapatnam. 
Officials said the two 
countries also renewed 
a bilateral agreement for 
the conduct of training 
and exercises for the 
Singapore armed forces in India. In the talks held under the 
framework of the Defence Ministers' Dialogue, Singapore 
supported India's keenness to be part of the maritime patrols 
along the Straits of Malacca with Singapore, they said. The 
Singapore side also conveyed to India that it looks forward 
to the inaugural conduct of the trilateral maritime exercise 
with Thailand in the Andaman Sea. Officials said the two 
countries also agreed to step up intelligence and information 
sharing in the areas of maritime security, and resolved 
to expand counter terror cooperation between the two 
countries. They said the Defence Cooperation Agreement 
(DCA) signed,s was a revised version of the pact sealed in 
2015. Earlier in the day, Ng attended the final sea phase of 
the 25th edition of the Singapore-India maritime exercise. 
In the talks, Sitharaman affirmed India's full support and 
active participation in the regional security architecture 
being pushed by the ASEAN, said a statement by the 
defence ministry. In an oblique reference 
to China's military assertiveness in South 
China sea, the two sides also underscored 
the importance of maintaining freedom of 
navigation and overflight consistent with 
international law. 

India, Russia seal $500 million deal 
for construction of 2 warships for 

Indian Navy       01 Dec' 18

India and Russia 
sealed a USD 
500 million deal 

for construction 
of two missile 
frigates in Goa for 
the Indian Navy, 
sending a clear 
signal of continuing with high-level defence collaborations 
notwithstanding the US warnings of sanctions. Officials 
said the agreement for manufacturing of the two Talvar-
class warships was signed between defence PSU Goa 
Shipyard Ltd (GSL) and Russia’s state-run defence major 
Rosoboronexport under the government-to-government 
framework for defence cooperation. Under the deal, 
Russia will provide design, technology know-how and 
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cinema Khan, one half of the famous writer duo Salim-Javed credited for penning popular films such as ‘Sholay’ 
and ‘Zanjeer’.

key materials to GSL for construction of the ships in India. 
The ships will be fitted with most advanced missiles and 
other weapon systems. India and Russia have finalised a 
USD 500 million deal with Russia for construction of two 
warships in Goa and construction of the ships will begin in 
2020 and the first one will be ready for induction in 2026 
while second one will be ready by 2027. The two sides 
already finalised another deal amounting to around USD 
1 billion under which Russia will supply two frigates to 
India by 2023. This agreement came nearly six weeks after 
India signed an agreement with Russia to buy a batch of 
S-400 air defence missile systems at a cost of around USD 
5 billion. India is going ahead with mega defence deals with 
Russia disregarding warnings by the US of 
sanctions. The Trump administration has 
put several Russian firms under sanctions 
under Countering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA). 

Ranil Wickremesinghe takes oath as 
Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister  06 Dec' 18

United National 
Party leader Ranil 
Wickremesinghe 

was sworn in as the 
Prime Minister of Sri 
Lanka, ending a 51-
day power tussle in the 
island nation that had 
crippled the government. 
Wickremesinghe, 69, was administered the oath of office 
by President Maithripala Sirisena, who had sacked him on 
October 26,2018 in a controversial move which plunged the 
island nation into an unprecedented constitutional crisis. 
The UNP leader had refused to step down asserting that his 
sacking was illegal. His re-appointment comes a day after 
former strongman Mahinda Rajapaksa, who was installed 
as Prime Minister by President Sirisena, resigned, after 
two crucial Supreme Court decisions made his efforts to 
cling to premiership untenable. According to media reports, 
a new Cabinet will be sworn. The Cabinet will consist 
of 30 members and include six Sri Lanka Freedom Party 
(SLFP) parliamentarians. Earlier, Wickremesinghe’s party 
said it was ready to work with President Sirisena, who was 
“misled by some groups” against the unity government. 
However, the Supreme Court overturned his decision and 
halted the preparations for snap polls. The Supreme Court 
unanimously declared that the dissolution of Parliament by 
Sirisena was “illegal”. The apex court also refused to stay 
a court order restraining Rajapaksa from holding the office 
of Prime Minister until it fully heard the case next month. 
Rajapaksa signed his resignation letter during a multi-
religious service at his home that was attended by several 

lawmakers of United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA), 
Buddhist and other religious leaders. Most of the countries 
had not recognised Rajapaksa’s government. The global 
credit rating agencies — the Fitch, the Standard & Poor’s 
and the Moody’s — had also downgraded Sri Lanka’s rating 
owing to the current political crisis.
Sri Lanka is an island country in South Asia, located in the 
Indian Ocean to the southwest of the Bay of Bengal and to 
the southeast of the Arabian Sea. The island is historically 
and culturally intertwined with the Indian subcontinent, 
but is geographically separated from the 
Indian subcontinent by the Gulf of Mannar 
and the Palk Strait. The legislative capital, 
Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte, is a suburb 
of the commercial capital and largest city, 
Colombo.

President Kovind inaugurates 
Enterprise India Exhibition in 

Yangon      14 Dec' 18

President Ram 
Nath Kovind 
inaugurated 

the Fifth Enterprise 
India Exhibition 
in Yangon on the 
concluding day 
of his state visit 
to Myanmar. 
Speaking on 
the occasion, 
the President said that Myanmar and India are close 
neighbours but our trade and investment partnership is 
modest. However, there are many opportunities before us 
to expand trade, forge joint ventures and invest in each 
other’s growth and development. The President expressed 
happiness that the Enterprise India Show has brought the 
best of Indian products, services, innovation and knowhow 
to business partners, start-ups, incubators and customers in 
Myanmar. He commended the efforts of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry and the Union of Myanmar Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce in hosting the Show.
The President said the Indian growth story has much to 
offer Myanmar in terms of infrastructure, cutting-edge 
products and services and digitally-driven choices – from 
fintech to biotech. He noted that Myanmar is rich in human 
and natural resources. If the right regulatory environment 
is put in place, especially in the fields of energy, telecom, 
banking, insurance and healthcare, there is every reason for 
investment to flow in. In this regard, he said the creation of 
a separate Ministry of Investment and Foreign Economic 
Relations in Myanmar is a welcome step. Earlier the 
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concluding day,"

President commenced his engagements for the day with a 
visit to the historic Shri Kali Temple in Yangon. The temple 
goes back close to 150 years and is a unifying symbol for the 
entire Indian-origin community in Myanmar. Subsequently 
the President visited the mausoleum of Bahadur Shah Zafar, 
an iconic figure during the uprising of 1857. He paid his 
respects by lighting a candle at the mazaar.
President Kovind became the second President of India 
to visit the mausoleum, after Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in 
2006.In the evening, the President concluded his state visit 
to Myanmar with a visit to the Dhamma Joti Vipassana 
Meditation Centre in Yangon, an emblem 
of shared bilateral heritage. One of India's 
most ancient techniques of meditation, 
Vipassana was preserved by Myanmarese 
monks and practitioners. It is believed to 
have come back to India from Myanmar.

Bilateral Annual Haj 2019 
Agreement between India and Saudi 
Arabia Signed at Jeddah   14 Dec' 18

Union Minister 
for Minority 
Affairs, Govt. 

of India Mukhtar 
Abbas Naqvi, and 
Haj and Umrah 
Minister of Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, Dr 
Mohammad Saleh bin Taher Benten signed bilateral annual 
Haj 2019 agreement between India and Saudi Arabia at 
Jeddah. Naqvi said that the Saudi Arabia Government has 
always played active and effective role to ensure safety 
and better facilities to Indian Haj pilgrims. It is a part of 
strengthened bilateral relations of the two countries. Both 
the countries share strong cultural, historical, economic 
and political relations. Naqvi said that a large number 
of Muslim women are likely to go to Haj 2019 without 
“Mehram” (male companion). More than 2100 women 
have applied to go to Haj 2019 without “Mehram”.For the 
first time, the Centre’s Modi Government had lifted ban 
on women going to Haj without Mehram last year, which 
resulted into about 1300 Indian Muslim women went on 
Haj 2018 without any male companion. They had been 
exempted from the lottery system. For the first time, more 
than 100 women Haj Coordinators and Haj Assistants had 
been deployed to assist Indian women Haj pilgrims in 2018.
The Minister said that Haj Committee of India has received 
more than 2 lakh 47 thousand applications yet for Haj 2019. 
This includes about 47 per cent women. For the first time 
after the Independence, a record number of Muslims from 
India performed Haj 2018 and that too without any subsidy. 

Record 1,75,025 Muslims from India performed Haj 
2018 which include about 48 per cent women. The Indian 
Government has requested the Saudi Arabia Government 
to increase India’s annual Haj quota for 
Haj 2019 also. Naqvi said that making 
the Haj process completely online/ digital 
has helped to make the entire Haj process 
transparent and pro-pilgrims.

Former Indian diplomat elected 
to UN's Socio-Economic Cultural 

panel    16 Dec' 18

Preeti Saran, 
a former 
senior Indian 

diplomat, has been 
elected unopposed 
to an Asia Pacific 
seat on the UN's 
Committee on 
Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights 
(CESCR). Saran was elected to the CESCR for a term 
beginning on January 1, 2019 and expiring on December 31, 
2022.She has been elected by acclamation the 18-member 
committee of experts that monitors the implementation 
of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESR).
The UN Economic and Social Council voted to fill regular 
and outstanding vacancies in 11 of its subsidiary bodies, 
including the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural 
Rights. Members of the CESCR serve in their personal 
capacities as experts and do not represent their countries 
even though they may have been nominated by their own 
nation.
All States parties are obliged to submit regular reports to 
the committee on how the rights are being implemented. 
States must report initially within two years of accepting 
the Covenant and thereafter every five years. The 
committee examines each report and addresses its concerns 
and recommendations to the State party in the form of 
"concluding observations". 
The committee meets in Geneva and normally holds two 
sessions per year, consisting of a three-week plenary and 
a one-week pre-sessional working group. Saran, 60, joined 
the Indian Foreign Service in 1982 and retired in September 
this year. During her career, she served 
in Indian missions at Moscow, Dhaka 
and Geneva. Saran was also the Consul 
General of India at Toronto and the Indian 
Ambassador to Vietnam.
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India and Peru sign Co-operation 
and Mutual Assistance in 

Customs Matters   17 Dec' 18

An Agreement 
between the 
Government of 

the Republic of India 
and the Government of 
the Republic of Peru 
on Co-operation and 
Mutual Assistance in 
Customs Matters was 
signed in Mumbai, on the side-lines of the 80th Session 
of the Policy Commission Meeting of the World Customs 
Organisations (WCO). The three day 80th Session of the 
Policy Commission Meeting of the WCO is being organised 
by the Central Board of Customs and Indirect Taxes 
(CBIC), Government of India in Mumbai, India, from 3rd 
to 5th December 2018.
The Agreement was signed by Mr. S. Ramesh, Chairman, 
CBIC on behalf of the Government of India and Mr. Rafael 
Garcia, as the National Superintendent of Customs on behalf 
of the Government of the Republic of Peru. The Agreement 
provides a legal framework for sharing of information and 
intelligence between the Customs authorities of the two 
countries and will help in the proper application of Customs 
laws, prevention and investigation of customs offences. 
The Agreement will also help in the 
availability of relevant information for the 
prevention and investigation of Customs 
offences. The Agreement is expected 
to facilitate trade and ensure efficient 
clearance of goods traded between the two 
countries.

US watchdog FAA retains highest 
aviation safety ranking for India 

19 Dec' 18

The US regulator 
Federal Aviation 
Administration 

(FAA) has retained the 
highest aviation safety 
ranking for India.
The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) 
carried out an audit of the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) in July this year.

The official said that the FAA on Tuesday formally 
confirmed that India's International Aviation Safety 
Assessment (IASA) rating remains 'Category 1'.
Category 1 means the carriers from the assessed state may 
initiate or continue service to the US in a normal manner 
and take part in reciprocal code-share arrangements with 
American carriers.
The FAA carried out an audit to confirm India's adherence 
to the standards laid down by the ICAO and oversight of 
Indian airlines.
"During consultations held with the FAA in early November, 
the DGCA presented the actions taken to address the 
findings of the July 2018 audit," the DGCA official said. 
According to him, the FAA has formally communicated 
that India is adhering to the safety standards of the ICAO 
(International Civil Aviation Organization). The regulator 
has also "confirmed that India's IASA rating remains 
Category 1," he noted.
The American regulator conducts IASA programme to 
assess the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) of each country 
that has carriers operating to the US.
An IASA assessment determines if the foreign CAA 
provides oversight to its carriers that operate to the US as 
per the international standards.
Under the International Convention on Civil Aviation 
(Chicago Convention) each country is responsible for the 
safety oversight of its own air carriers. 
Other countries can only conduct specific 
surveillance activities, principally 
involving inspection of required documents 
and the physical condition of aircraft.

UN members adopt Global 
Compact on Refugees   20 Dec' 18  

The UN member states voted in favour of the Global 
Compact on Refugees, affirming international 
solidarity and cooperation for refugee protection and 

host community development.
The Global Compact on refugees received 181 votes in 
favour in the 193-member assembly, days after a UN 
conference in Morocco adopted a similar compact on 
migration. The United States and Hungary were the only 
two nations that voted against the agreement, while 181 
countries voted in favour and the Dominican Republic, 
Eritrea and Libya abstained.
According to an official press release, the 
new global deal would provide more robust 
support to those fleeing their countries and 
for the countries that take them in.
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NCR Corp inks pact with PNB 
for IT services   24 Nov' 18

US-based banking solutions provider NCR 
Corporation said it has signed an agreement with 
Punjab National Bank for providing IT support 

services to the lender's ATM network. "The three-year 
agreement establishes NCR Corporation as Punjab National 
Bank's key services support provider for a significant part 
of its global network of over 3,600 ATMs." PNB is India's 
sixth largest bank in terms of ATMs deployed in the country 
with 100 million customers, including approximately 40 
million debit card holders.
It has more than 6,692 branches and presence in nine 
countries. "We are impressed with NCR in terms of 
innovation, quality of service provided and its commitment 
to us and our customers to improve availability of our 
banking services, drive operational efficiency and deliver 
proactive service.” NCR will provide the lender specific 
services, including incident management, cash management, 
electronic journal pulling services, content 
management and software distribution 
service, site management and maintenance 
services and general housekeeping and 
upkeep services.

PAiSA portal launched for bank 
loans    27 Nov' 18

To connect 
directly with 
beneficiaries 

and ensure there is 
greater efficiency 
in the delivery 
of services, a 
portal 'PAiSA' for 
processing interest 
subvention on bank 

loans under the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National 
Urban Livelihoods Mission was launched on November 
26, 2018 by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 
The centralised electronic platform titled PAiSA or 
Portal for Affordable Credit and Interest Subvention 
Access was launched at a workshop on Municipal 
Finance and Urban Planning organised by the ministry 
in New Delhi.
The portal has been designed and developed by the 
Allahabad Bank, which is the nodal bank. As many as 
25 states are on board currently. All 35 states and Union 
Territories and all scheduled commercial banks, Regional  
Rural Banks (RRB) and cooperative banks are expected 
to be on board the PAiSA portal by the end of December, 
said Durga Shankar Mishra, secretary, Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs. “PAiSA is yet another effort by the 
government to connect directly with the beneficiaries, 
ensuring that there is greater transparency 
and efficiency in the delivery of services. 
Direct Benefit Transfer of subvention on 
monthly basis under DAY-NULM will give 
the necessary financial support to small 
entrepreneurs in a timely manner."

EIB, SBI expand cooperation in 
wind energy financing    29 Nov' 18 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) said it will 
increase its support for India's wind energy projects 
by expanding the existing lending programmes with 

SBI.  EIB and SBI have agreed to cooperate on financing 
renewable energy and providing new support for wind 
energy projects across India by expanding the ongoing 
financing initiative in the field of onshore wind projects. 
With this collaboration, the promoters of wind projects in 
India will benefit from long-term low cost financing under 
the dedicated EUR 600 million renewable energy financing 
programme that is already supporting large-scale solar 
investment across the country. EIB has also approved a new 
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line of credit to Yes Bank to boost private investment in 
clean energy projects. EIB will provide USD 100 million 
line of credit to the private sector lender in the coming 
months. Last year, Yes Bank has already utilised a USD 100 
million funding from EIB towards solar power projects and 
wind farms across India.
The European Investment Bank (EIB) is 
the European Union's nonprofit long-term 
lending institution established in 1958 
under the Treaty of Rome. Werner Hoyer is 
the President of EIB.

$60 Million ADB Loan for floods 
in Assam   03 Dec' 18

The Asian 
Development 
Bank (ADB) 

and the Government 
of India signed a 
$60 Million Loan 
Agreement in New 
Delhi to continue 
financing riverbank 
protection works, renovation of flood embankments, 
and community-based flood risk management activities 
in critically flood-prone areas along the Brahmaputra 
River in Assam. The Tranche 2 loan is part of the $120 
million multi-tranche financing facility (MFF) for the 
Assam Integrated Flood and Riverbank Erosion Risk 
Management Investment Program approved by the ADB 
Board in October 2010.
The signatories to the loan agreement were Mr. Sameer 
Kumar Khare, Additional Secretary (Fund Bank and 
ADB), Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of 
Finance, who signed on behalf of the Government of 
India and Mr. Kenichi Yokoyama, Country Director of 
ADB’s India Resident Mission, who signed for ADB. 
Mr. Yokoyama said that the Project 2 under the Program 
will fund a combination of structural and nonstructural 
measures in the three subproject areas of Palasbari-Gumi, 
Kaziranga, and Dibrugarh along the Brahmaputra river 
which include 20 km of riverbank protection works and 
upgrading of 13 km of flood embankments. The non-
structural measures will cover community involvement 
and community-based flood risk management activities 
through establishing and training disaster management 
committees for strengthening local disaster preparedness 
and emergency response.
The Project will continue to support the institutional 
capacity development of the autonomous body anchored to 
the Assam Water Resources Department, named Flood and 
River Erosion Management Agency of Assam (FREMAA), 

and Assam State Disaster Management 
Authority (ASDMA), as the executing and 
implementing agencies for this Project.The 
loan will have a 20-year term, including a 
grace period of 5 years.

ADB retains India FY19 growth 
forecast at 7.3%  06 Dec' 18 

The Asian Development Bank retained India's 
economic growth forecast at 7.3 per cent for the 
current fiscal and 7.6 per cent for 2019-20, despite 

downside risks posed by stress in the non-banking sector, 
limited fiscal space as well as escalating trade tensions. 
India is maintaining growth momentum on rebounding 
exports and higher industrial and agricultural output. 
The country's GDP growth moderated to 7.1 per cent 
in second quarter of 2018-19 from 8.2 per cent in the 
first quarter, averaging 7.6 per cent growth in the first 
half, the ADB said in its a supplement report to 'Asian 
Development Outlook (ADO) 2018 Update'. "While a 
gradual slowdown across the quarters in 2018-19 was 
forecast in the update, the slowdown in Q2 was a bit 
steeper than anticipated.
The ADB said the Indian economy is exposed to risks 
emanating from a tighter credit as the nonbank finance 
sector experiences stress, limited fiscal space for public 
capital expenditure, and escalating trade tensions. 
However, it said some of these risks could be offset by 
a recent decline in oil prices and by exports becoming 
more competitive as the Indian rupee weakens, down by 
10 per cent since the beginning of 2018 despite a recent 
rebound. In the ADO Update published 
earlier in September, ADB had said that 
India was on a robust growth path and had 
maintained the growth forecast for 2018-
19 at 7.3 per cent.

Urjit Patel resigns as RBI 
Governor   06 Dec' 18

Reserve Bank 
Governor Urjit 
Patel unexpectedly 

resigned, four days ahead 
of a crucial meeting of the 
board of the central bank 
that could have discussed 
issues of simmering 
differences with the 
government. Patel, who is the first governor since 1990 
to step down before his term ends, in a brief statement 
cited "personal reasons" for the decision that was effective 
immediately. The government seems to have accepted his 
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resignation with Prime Minister Narendra Modi saying 
Patel will be missed "immensely". No announcement of 
Patel's replacement has yet been made.
Patel's three-year term was to end in September 2019 and 
he was eligible for a second term like most of his successors 
barring a few like his outspoken predecessor Raghuram 
Rajan."On account of personal reasons, I have decided to 
step down from my current position effective immediately," 
Patel said. "It has been my privilege and honour to serve 
in the Reserve Bank of India in various capacities over the 
years." The resignation came ahead of the December 14 
meeting of the RBI Board where government representatives 
were expected to push the central bank to do more to ease a 
cash crunch by relaxing norms for lending to certain sectors 
so as to spur growth and create jobs ahead of 2019 general 
elections. They could also have pressed for transfer more of 
RBI's excess capital to the government.
A Kenyan national who acquired an Indian citizenship prior 
to being appointed Deputy Governor of RBI in January 2013, 
Oxford-trained Patel was initially seen as toeing government 
line after he backed the November 2016 shock decision to 
overnight junk 86 per cent of the currency in circulation.
Since then, he has waged a war to get the struggling 
banking system in order and punish defaulting borrowers. 
For last few weeks, he seemed to have been at loggerheads 
with the finance ministry on matters ranging from the 
appropriate size of the reserves the central bank must hold 
to the easing of lending norms for sectors such as small and 
medium enterprises. The differences came out in the open 
when Deputy Governor Viral Acharya, in a hard-hitting 
speech in October, 2018  talked about the independence 
of the central bank, arguing that any compromise could 
be "potentially catastrophic" for the economy."Dr Urjit 
Patel is an economist of a very high calibre with a deep 
and insightful understanding of macroeconomic issues. He 
has been in the Reserve Bank of India for about 6 years as 
Deputy Governor and Governor.  The next board meeting is 
supposed to discuss governance issues.
The friction between the RBI and the finance ministry 
was attributed to the recalcitrance of Patel, who appeared 
keen to be seen as a defiant, independent-minded governor 
of high credibility by resisting the government's call for 
increased transparency on the central bank's reserves (just 
how much is necessary for stability operations) and for 
enhanced liquidity so that credit can be eased to money-
strapped sectors especially MSMEs. The government 
cited Section 7 of the RBI Act - a never-
used-provision - to ask governor to discuss 
the contentious issues. The government 
wanted greater oversight on RBI's 
functioning and a review of its economic 
capital framework.

Mumbai airport handled record 
1,007 flight movements on 

December 8    10 Dec' 18

The capacity-
constrained 
Chhatrapati 

Shivaji Maharaj 
International Airport 
(CSMIA) handled a 
record 1,007 aircraft 
movements in a day, 
bettering its earlier 
record of 1,003 flight 
movements in 24-hours in June 2018. Sources said the feat 
was achieved in the wake of the pre-wedding bash of Isha 
Ambani, daughter of industrialist and India's richest person 
Mukesh Ambani, in Udaipur in Rajasthan.
They said a host of politicians, corporate honchos and 
Bollywood stars flew in private jets from Mumbai to 
attend the celebrations that started. Mumbai airport, with 
two crossing runways - 09/27 (the main) and 14/32 (the 
secondary runway) - is the main hub of full service carrier 
Jet Airways and budget airline GoAir. While the primary 
runway can handle up to 48 arrivals and departures per 
hour, the secondary runway has a capacity 
of 35 flight movements per hour. The GVK-
consortium-led Mumbai airport handled 
48.49 million passengers in the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 2018, registering a 7.4 per 
cent growth over FY17.

FAO approves India’s proposal to 
observe an International Year of 

Millets in 2023     10 Dec' 18

Union Minister 
of Agriculture 
and Farmers’ 

Welfare Radha Mohan 
Singh has said that the 
160th session of the 
Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) 
Council, currently 
underway in Rome, approved India’s proposal to observe 
an International Year of Millets in 2023. On behalf of all 
countrymen the minister conveyed his gratitude to the 
countries who voiced their support. He added that this will 
enhance global awareness to bring back these nutri-cereals to 
the plate, for food and nutrition security and hence increase 
production for resilience to challenges posed globally by 
climate change. This international endorsement comes in 
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a smart surge in its share price. Reliance Industries on November 16 had pipped Tata Consultancy Services to 
become the most-valued company in terms of market capitalisation.

the backdrop of India celebrating 2018 as the National Year 
of Millets for promoting cultivation and consumption of 
these nutri-cereals. This is further supported by increase in 
Minimum Support Prices (MSP) of millets. Millets consists 
of Jowar, Bajra, Ragi and minor millets together termed as 
nutri-cereals.
The MSP of Jowar has been increased to Rs 2450 per 
quintal from Rs 1725, Bajra to Rs 1950 from Rs 1425 and 
Ragi to Rs 2897 from Rs 1900 per quintal from 2018-19. 
Through the Department of Food and Public Distribution, 
State Governments are allowed to procure jowar, bajra, 
maize and ragi from farmers at MSP. In addition, the 
FAO Council also approved India’s membership to the 
Executive Board of the United Nations World Food 
Program (WFP) for 2020 and 2021 for which the Minister 
expressed his deepest gratitude to other member countries 
for their support.
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations is a specialized agency of the 
United Nationsthat leads international 
efforts to defeat hunger, established on 
October 16,1945. The headquarter is in 
Rome,Italy. The head of the organization is 
Jose Graziano de Silva.

HCL Tech to acquire select IBM 
software products for USD 1.8 

billion     11 Dec' 18

Indian IT 
Company HCL 
Technologies 

said it will acquire 
select IBM software 
products for USD 
1.8 billion (over Rs 
12,700 crore) in an 
all-cash deal. The transaction, subject to "completion of 
applicable regulatory reviews, is slated to close by mid-
2019. The deal entails seven products in areas including 
security, marketing and collaboration solutions, and 
represents a total addressable market of more than USD 
50 billion, HCL Tech said in a regulatory filing. IBM and 
HCL Technologies announced a definitive agreement under 
which HCL will acquire select IBM software products for 
USD 1.8 billion.
With this acquisition, HCL Tech will get software 
products in areas of marketing, commerce, security 
and collaboration, a "highly profitable revenue stream" 
containing a significant annuity component, and access to 
over 5,000 large clients across industries and geographic 
markets, along with sales and marketing teams. The cash 
deal will be funded largely through internal accruals, with 

USD 300 million of debt, HCL Tech said, adding that 
nearly half of the total amount will be paid at close of the 
deal. This is the biggest acquisition for 
HCL Tech till date, and among the largest 
by an Indian tech company. The acquisition 
also reflects HCL's ambitions for software 
products business -- considered to be the 
next growth frontier for IT companies. 

MoC between India, Kanagawa 
Prefectural Govt of Japan 

Approved    11 Dec' 18

The Union 
Cabinet gave 
its ex-post facto 

approval to the signing 
of Memorandum of 
Cooperation (MoC) 
between India and the 
Kanagawa Prefectural 
Government of Japan in the field of healthcare and 
wellness. The activities between the two sides will start 
after the receipt of copy of the signed MoC. The initiatives 
taken between the two countries will be as per the terms 
of reference of the MoC signed and will be a continuing 
process till the MoC remains in operation.
The MoC, will enhance bilateral cooperation between the 
two countries in the areas of traditional systems of medicine. 
This will be of immense importance to both the countries. 
There are no additional financial implications involved. The 
financial resources necessary to conduct research, training 
courses, conferences or meetings and deputations of 
experts will be met from the existing allocated budget and 
existing plan schemes of Ministry of AYUSH. The bilateral 
relations between India and Japan have a 
long history rooted in spiritual affinity and 
strong cultural ties. Having a background 
of strong traditional medicine, there is a 
growing interest towards ayurveda and 
yoga in Japan.

India-Zimbabwe pact on 
cooperation in geology, mining    

14 Dec' 18

The Union Cabinet gave its ex-post facto approval 
to an agreement between India and Zimbabwe for 
cooperation in the field of geology, mining and 

mineral resources. The objectives of the memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) signed last month include exchange of 
information on resources, laws and policy, organisation of 
seminars, encouragement of transfer of technologies between 
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the parties, promotion of value addition and opportunities for 
investment in the mining sector. These provisions, will enable 
taking up of activities like documentation, dissemination 
and would serve the objective of innovation, according to 
an official statement. "The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has given ex-post facto approval to 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India 
and Zimbabwe for cooperation in the field of geology, mining 
and mineral resources.
The MoU was signed on November 3, 2018 at Harare, 
Zimbabwe." It said the agreement will provide an 
"institutional mechanism" between India and Zimbabwe 
for cooperation in the identified fields. On reviewing the 
proposal for space technology cooperation possibilities 
with Tajikistan, it said the country has 
expressed interest in availing customised 
training programme for its officials on 
land resources management/agricultural 
resources management and disaster 
management support. 

Foundation laid for 'kisan haat' 
in Pusa   14 Dec' 18

Agriculture 
Min i s t e r 
R a d h a 

Mohan Singh laid 
the foundation 
stone for a 'kisan 
haat' in Pusa in the 
national capital. 
He also laid the 
foundation stone 
for an international hostel at ICAR's Pusa campus. "With 
a view to encourage and attract youth towards agricultural 
education and cater to the rising number of students, an 
international hostel is being constructed," a statement 
quoted him as saying. 
The hostel, comprising 500 rooms, will be spread across 2 
hectares with a built up area of 14,480 sq metres. A food 
court catering to 600 students will also be constructed in 
this hostel along with a gym, games and activity room, 
sitting lodge, covered parking whose roof will be useful for 
organising cultural events. Singh said the role of Pusa in the 
field of education and research at the international level is 
admirable.
The Pusa Kisan Haat, in ICAR's Agricultural Technology 
Information Centre (ATIC), will be built across 2.5 acre in 
which 60 stalls be housed in which farmers can sell their 
agricultural produce and value-added products. At the same 
time, the technology and value-added products developed 
by the institutions of the Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research (ICAR) will be available for 
the farmers and visitors. The kisan haat 
will also have a technology park in which 
farmers can see live crop technologies of 
Pusa. 

WB extends Rs 1,500 cr to Maha 
for farm project     16 Dec' 18

Around 50 companies 
signed partnership 
agreements with 

Maharashtra’s Rs 2,000- crore 
World Bank-funded project, 
aimed at transforming the farm 
sector that will offer better 
prices for the farmer. Of the Rs 2,000-crore investment 
in the agribusiness and rural transformation project, the 
World Bank is chipping in with Rs 1,500 crore, while the 
state is funding Rs 430 crore and the remaining Rs 70 crore 
will be raised through the Village Social Transformation 
Foundation, chief minister Devendra Fadnavis said here.
The project aims at revamping the agricultural value 
chain and improving the price realisation for the farmer, 
he said, adding as many as 49 companies have signed the 
agreement.
The Village Social Transformation Foundation signed 
an agreement with 22 corporates and startups to focus on 
increasing farm productivity and higher price realisations 
for farmers by ensuring direct tie-up with end buyers. 
Some of the big names those partnered include the Tata 
Group, Walmart India, Amazon, ITC, Mahindra Agro and 
Patanjali among others.“This initiative will be an ideal 
conduit between a chain of empowered farmers in the form 
of producer companies and self-help groups with direct 
access to large retailers by eliminating the intermediaries 
and will lead to transformation in agriculture,” Fadnavis 
said. He also said the project reach out to 10,000 villages 
impacting 3 lakh farmers over next three years. World Bank 
country director Junaid Ahmed said, it is commendable 
that Maharashtra is moving away from 
production- based farming to market-based 
farming. As the economy develops and 
urbanisation rises, no one should be left 
behind, and agriculture has to evolve.

RBI retains GDP projection for 
current fiscal at 7.4%    18 Dec' 18

The Reserve Bank of India has retained its GDP 
forecast for the current fiscal at 7.4 percent and said 
growth will accelerate further to 7.5 percent in first 

half of 2019-20, driven by acceleration in investment activity. 
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and Air Station Arjan Singh (Panagarh).  

The central bank said 
that the GDP growth 
in April-September of 
current fiscal has been 
broadly in line with 
RBI projection of 7.4 
percent for full fiscal. 
Stating that acceleration 
in investment activity 
bodes well for the medium-term growth potential of the 
economy, the RBI called for strengthening of macroeconomic 
fundamentals. "The time is apposite to further strengthen 
domestic macroeconomic fundamentals. In this context, 
fiscal discipline is critical to create space for and crowd 
in private investment activity," the RBI said in its fifth bi-
monthly monetary policy. "Based on an overall assessment, 
GDP growth for 2018-19 has been projected at 7.4 percent 
(7.2-7.3 percent in H2) as in the October policy, and for 
H1 2019-20 (April-September) at 7.5 percent, with risks 
somewhat to the downside," RBI said.
India's economic growth fell to 7.1 percent in the second 
quarter (July-September) of the current fiscal, from 8.2 
percent in the April-June period. The growth was 7.7 
percent in the January-March period. The Central Bank 
said going forward, lower rabi sowing may adversely 
affect agriculture and hence rural demand. Financial 
market volatility, slowing global demand and rising trade 
tensions pose negative risk to exports. However, on the 
positive side, the decline in crude oil prices is expected 
to boost India's growth prospects by improving corporate 
earnings and raising private consumption through higher 
disposable incomes, the central bank 
noted. The price of Indian basket of crude 
oil fell below USD 60 to a barrel by end 
November 2018, from USD 85 to a barrel 
in early October 2018.

RBI keeps key rates unchanged   
19 Dec' 18

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) expectedly kept 
interest rates unchanged but held out a promise to 
cut them if the upside risks to the inflation do not 

materialize. It also coaxed banks to lend more in order 
to support the slowing economy. With all the six member 
of the monetary policy committee (MPC) voting for a 
hold on rates, the RBI kept benchmark repurchase (repo) 
rate at 6.5 per cent. Having raised rates twice this year, 
the central bank retained its 'calibrated tightening' policy 
stance.
While the statement was silent on future outlook on 
interest rates, RBI Governor Urjit Patel at the customary 
post MPC meeting press conference held out hope of a 

reduction if upside risks to inflation did not materialize. 
The RBI lowered inflation forecast for the second half of 
the fiscal year that ends in March 2019 to 2.7-3.2 per cent 
from a range of 3.9-4.5 per cent. The projection is below 
the medium-term target of 4 per cent Inflation in October 
eased to a 13-month low of 3.31 per cent in a bid to boost 
lending by banks by freeing up resources, the RBI lowered 
the reserves lenders are compulsorily required to hold in the 
form of government securities. Starting first quarter of 2019 
calendar year, it would begin to lower banks' mandatory 
bond holding ratios by 25 basis points each quarter until 
it reaches 18 per cent of deposits. The 
statutory liquidity ratio (SLR) currently 
stands at 19.50 per cent and the move to 
lower the ratio is expected to prod banks 
to lend more rather than park their cash in 
safe-haven government securities.

Mauritius' SBM gets RBI approval 
to merge operations with its Indian 

subsidiary   20 Dec' 18

The Reserve 
Bank of 
India has 

approved merger of 
SBM (Mauritius), 
India with SBM 
Bank (India)."The 
Reserve Bank of India 
has sanctioned the 
Scheme of amalgamation of the entire undertaking of SBM 
Bank (Mauritius) Limited, India with SBM Bank (India) 
Limited which has been granted licence by the Reserve 
Bank to carry on the business of banking in India through 
Wholly Owned Subsidiary (WOS) mode under the Banking 
Regulation Act," RBI said in a release.
The scheme will come into force with effect from December 
01, 2018, it said further. All the branches of SBM Bank 
(Mauritius) Limited in India will function as branches of 
SBM Bank (India) Limited with effect from December 01, 
2018. Earlier on November 21, State Bank of Mauritius, 
which has received a licence as a scheduled commercial 
bank in India, appointed Sidharth Rath as managing 
director. SBM Bank is the first foreign bank to set up a 
wholly owned subsidiary (WOS), to provide universal 
banking service with a focus on wholesale 
banking, trade finance, capital market and 
retail banking. Following the approval, 
the SBM Bank (India) Limited will start 
operation as scheduled commercial bank 
under the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 
with effect from December 1, 2018.
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Wasim Jaffer becomes 
first batsman to score 
11,000 Ranji Trophy 

runs

P.V. Sindhu becomes the 
first Indian to win BWF 

World Tour Finals 

Abhinav Bindra conferred 
with shooting’s highest 

honour by ISSF

Manav Thakkar Shines in 
Portugal Open TT    21 Nov' 18

Top-seeded Manav 
Thakkar clinched 
the singles and 

doubles titles at the 
Portugal Junior and Cadet 
Open in Guimaraes. 
Manav defeated compatriot 
Jeet Chandra in a singles 
match which went down to the wire. He won 11-5, 7-11, 
10-12, 11-8, 9-11, 11-4, 11-9. The other successful Indians 
included Selenadeepthi Selvakumar and Swastika Ghosh 
who won a bronze medal each in the junior girls singles 
after failing to go past the semifinal hurdles. Top-seeded 
Indian Selenadeepthi lost her match to local favourite Liu 
Yangzi 8-11, 16-18, 8-11, 3-11 while China's Qin Xiaoce 
beat Swastika 13-11, 11-3, 11-6, 12-10. Earlier, the Chennai 
girl, pairing up with Italian Marie Chapet, 
lost their semifinals in junior girls doubles 
to third-seeded Portugal duo of Raquel 
Martins and Celia Silva 7-11, 6-11, 9-11 to 
settle for bronze medals.

Australia breeze to fourth Women's 
World T20 title   23 Nov' 18 

Australia breezed 
to their fourth 
W o m e n ' s 

World T20 title, 
thrashing England 
by eight wickets in 
the final. England 
faltered with the bat 
after winning the toss, 
struggling to 105 all out in 19.4 overs with opener Danielle 
Wyatt (43) being the top-scorer. Pacer Megan Schutt (2/13), 

leggie Giorgia Wareham (2/11) and all-rounder Ashleigh 
Gardner (3/22) led Australia's clinical effort with the ball. 
Chasing a comfortable target, Australia raced to victory 
in 15.1 overs with Gardner and captain Meg Lanning 
remaining unbeaten on 33 and 28 respectively. Australia 
extended their dominance in the showpiece event of the 
shortest format, lifting their fourth trophy in tournament's 
sixth edition. Australia is also the most successful team in 
ODI World Cup with six titles. For her all-
round show, Gardner was named Player of 
the Match and Alyssa Healy collected the 
Player of the Series award from the great 
Vivian Richards. 

Wasim Jaffer becomes first 
batsman to score 11,000 Ranji 

Trophy runs   23 Nov' 18

40- y e a r - o l d 
Wasim Jaffer 
became the 

highest run-scorer in the 
history of Ranji Trophy, 
with a brilliant 153 off 
284 balls for Vidarbha 
against Baroda. 
Jaffer has now scored 11,056 runs in Ranji Trophy and 
he achieved the landmark when he was on 97 runs on the 
second day of the Round 3, Elite Group A match. 
In the list of highest run-getter in Ranji Trophy, Jaffer is 
followed by Amol Muzumdar with 9,202 runs on second. 
Devendra Bundela is placed third with 
9,201 runs while Mithun Manhas (8,554 
runs) and Hrishikesh Kanitkar (8,059 
runs) complete the top five. The score of 
153 on day 2 helped Jaffer get to his 54th 
first-class hundred but was eventually run 
out.

Indian economy is projected to grow at 7-7.4 per cent in the current fiscal, economic policy think-tank NCAER 
said. According to a report by the National Council of Applied Economic Research, the real agriculture GVA is 

envisaged to grow at 3 per cent and real industry GVA at 7% in 2018-19.
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Veteran Bengali theatre personality Biplab Ketan Chakraborty died. He was 72.  A prominent face in group theatre 
movement, he had been involved with the 'Chetana' theatre group from the 70s till early 90s and essayed a pivotal 

role in 'Marich Sangbad', a popular production in Bengali theatre.

Anjum wins women's 10m air 
rifle competition, four gold for 

Mehuli    30 Nov' 18

Anjum Moudgil 
of Punjab 
continued her 

brilliant run of form by 
winning the women's 
10m air rifle competition 
while Bengal's Mehuli 
Ghosh, the other star, 
claimed four gold 
medals at the 62nd National Shooting Championship. 
Anjum followed up her 50m rifle 3 positions victory a 
day earlier with another top podium finish. Anjum shot 
249. 1 in the finals to lead a Punjab 1-2 with Jasmine Kaur 
coming second with a score of 247. 9. C Kavi Rakshana 
of Tamil Nadu won the bronze with an effort of 226. 0 in 
the eight-woman final. Ghosh was the other winning four 
gold, including the junior and youth women's 10m air rifle 
individual and team event.
She shot 253 in the youth final and 249. 1 in the junior final 
respectively to emerge triumphant. Among other notable 
names, Olympian Apurvi Chandela made it to the air rifle 
finals but finished fourth to miss out on an individual medal. 
She however won gold in the team event along with ONGC 
compatriots Shriyanka Sadangi and Gayatri Pawaskar, 
totalling 1868. 5 to leave behind Rajasthan, who had 1865. 
Earlier, Meghana Sajjanar topped the qualification round of 
the women's air rifle with a score of 629. 4, while Apurvi 
qualified third with 628. 2.
Anjum was, in fact, fifth to qualify with a round of 626. 2, 
before turning the tables on her rivals in the finals. Also, 
Bhakti Bhaskar Khamkar of Maharashtra won the junior 
women's 50m rifle 3 positions gold with a final round tally 
of 441. 6, getting the better of West Bengal's Ayushi Podder, 
who shot 440.4. In the shotgun nationals taking place in 
Jaipur, Uttar Pradesh (UP) won the bragging rights in 
men's double trap with Md. Asab and Ahvar Rizvi winning 
the junior individual and team events respectively. Ahvar 
and Shardul Vihan were part of both the senior and junior 
winning teams of UP. Asab shot 134 to beat Ahvar by one 
bird in the men's final while world number one Ankur 
Mittal came third with a score of 129. In the women's junior 
double trap, it was a Punjab clean sweep 
with Prabsukhman Kaur shooting 84 to 
win the women's individual event ahead 
of Pravjot Kaur Panesar (66). Both also 
teamed up to win the women's team event 
along with teammate Hitasha. 

Gaurav Gill wins 6th MRF 
FMSCI Indian National Rally 
Championship title  01 Dec' 18

The Team 
M a h i n d r a 
A d v e n t u r e 

driver, Gaurav Gill 
has won his 6th 
MRF FMSCI Indian 
National Rally 
Championship title. 
The Team Mahindra Adventure driver had built up a huge 
53-second lead over his nearest rival, Kollam’s Younus 
Ilyas, after the nine-stage penultimate in Idukki. But, he 
lost a little more than 30 seconds and finished 13th in the 
final day’s second stage, the 8.5km road at Peermedu just 
before coming to Kochi. “I had a big lead yesterday but I 
cut it down to almost 20 seconds, we had a small issue so 
I decided to slow down completely. The rally was not easy 
but I would say, it was under control,” said Gill, the three-
time Asia-Pacific Rally champion from Delhi, who had 
Kerala’s seasoned Musa Sherif as his navigator. Meanwhile 
Ilyas, who had a dream run, also had a few worries on the 
final day. The Race Concepts driver lost his way in the two-
day rally’s shortest stage – the 2km super special stage at 
Kalamassery’s HMT Colony – and that cost him some 12 
seconds but he hung on to finish overall second, a creditable 
performance for someone who had three DNFs (did not 
finish) in four rallies this season.“I not only went the wrong 
way in the final stage, my car got switched off too. So, 
we had to push hard in the final round. 
This is my best-ever finish in a national 
championship rally,” said the 24-year-old 
Younus (navigator K.N. Harish) who also 
topped the INRC-2 category in the rally.

Joshana Chinappa crowned 
national champion for a record-

equalling 16th time   01 Dec' 18

Joshana Chinappa 
was crowned 
the national 

champion for the 
16th time when she 
defeated edged out 
Urwashi Joshi 9-11, 
11-1, 11-6, 11-5. 
With her win, Joshana 
equalled the hitherto 
women's record of 16 titles that Bhuvaneswari Kumari had 
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Vice-president Raninder Singh has become the first Indian to be elected one of the four vice-presidents of the 

International Shooting Sport Federation.The 51-year-old Raninder also heads the National Rifle Association of 
India.

won earlier. In the men's final Mahesh Mangaonkar won 
his maiden title when he scraped past Vikram Malhotra 11-
4, 13-15, 11-2, 5-11, 15-13 in New Delhi. Achievements 
aside, the road to the top was not an easy affair, atleast 
Mahesh will vouch for that after the struggling effort 
over a fighting Vikram Malhotra in a five-game tussle of 
fluctuating fortunes. That Vikram had three match points 
to settle the argument but failed to grab them all will haunt 
this US-based player for a long time but that was the kind 
of luck Mahesh needed to ensure his dream come true. In 
comparison, Joshna had it easier though Urwashi Joshi of 
Maharashtra, the second seed did surprise her by taking the 
first game. As it turned out that dent that Joshna suffered 
was more an aberration. The reigning 
champion ensured the ride was smooth 
from there and so it was as she raced away 
to her 16th national title something that will 
inspire her to go for the record next year.

P.V. Sindhu becomes the first 
Indian to win BWF World Tour 

Finals    10 Dec' 18

A relieved P.V. 
Sindhu let out a 
joyous scream 

when she finally laid 
her hands on a gold 
medal by claiming the 
World Tour Finals with 
a win over 2017 world 
champion Nozomi 
Okuhara. With the 
straight-game victory, coming after seven straight finals 
losses, Sindhu became the first Indian to achieve the feat. 
Playing her third successive season-ending finale, Sindhu, 
who had lost in the summit clash to another Japanese, Akane 
Yamaguchi, to settle for a silver in the last edition, prevailed 
21-19 21-17 in a match that lasted an hour and two minutes. 
This was her career’s 14th title but the year’s first. Prior to 
this in 2018, she has won silver at the World Championships, 
Asian Games, Commonwealth Games, Thailand Open and 
India Open. Dubbed a bridesmaid after falling short of gold 
on a number of occasions, Sindhu finally broke her jinx, 
screamed and sunk to her knees. Saina Nehwal had reached 
the finals of 2011 World Super Series Finals. Sindhu, an 
Olympic and World Championship silver medallist, was 
composed and held her nerves at the crucial moments to 
stay a step ahead of the Japanese through 
the match. 
The 2018 BWF World Tour Finals, officially 
the HSBC BWF World Tour Finals 2018 
Guangzhou, was the final tournament of the 

2018 BWF World Tour. It was held from 12 to 16 December 
2018 in Tianhe, Guangzhou, China, and had a total prize of 
$1,500,000.

Khelo India Youth Games to be 
held in Pune from January 9, 

2019    10 Dec' 18

After the 
resounding 
success of 

the first edition of the 
Khelo India School 
Games last year, the 
grassroot level hunt 
for sportspersons 
from across the country, is back in a bigger, better form. In 
its second edition, the games which is an initiative of the 
Central Government, has expanded in its scope, and will 
allow participants to compete in two categories, (Under 17) 
and (Under 21), this year. In its new form, the games, which 
will be known as the Khelo India Youth Games, also allows 
students from colleges and Universities to compete.The 
other highlight of this year's games is that the national-level 
competition is moving out of the Capital and will be held 
in Maharashtra, which bid for the games, along with Assam 
and Jharkhand. This time, the games will be held in Pune, 
known as the city of students, from January 9 - January 20, 
2019.The first official announcement and jersey launch of 
the KIYG, Maharashtra, 2019, took place in a ceremony 
in Delhi. The event was attended by Col. Rajyavardhan 
Rathore, Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs, along with 
Shri Vinod Tawade, Minister of sports, education and youth 
welfare, Government of Maharashtra, Shri. Narendra Batra, 
President, IOA, wrestler Sushil Kumar and several other 
government dignitaries.
However, the highlight of the event was the presence of eight 
young athletes several of them products of Khelo India School 
Games, who have bagged medals at international events. 
Weightlifter Jeremy Lalirinunga, shooters Manu Bhaker, 
Esha Gupta, Laksya Sheoran, Saurabh Chaudhury, swinner 
Srihari Nataraj and Judo player Tababai Devi, badminton 
player Lakshya Sen, sported the new jersey and personified 
the very essence of the reach and impact that the games have 
had. Speaking at the event, Col. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore 
said, "We want to create an ecosystem of sports in the country 
and ensure that our young athletes can get an international-
level platform, through which they can showcase their 
sporting talent. We want to identify them young and extend 
them support because at that stage in an athlete’s career, they 
do not get sponsorship from the corporates.
Honourable Prime Minister has always given priority to 
sports and athletes. It is his vision to make sports a priority 
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The G-20 summit began in Buenos Aires, Argentina with the participation of the presidents of the United States, 
Russia and China.The 2018 summit marks the 10th anniversary since the first G20 summit, which took place in 

2008 in response to the global financial crisis.

in the lives of the youth. Last year we chose 1500 children 
under this scheme, all of who are being funded with Rs 5 
lakh each and are being provided the best training that they 
need to ensure that they win at the highest international 
levels, and make the country proud. We have already 
seen the results, as many of them have won medals at 
prominent competitions like CWG, Asian Games and 
Youth Olympics. With Khelo India Youth Games, we are 
taking this mission a notch higher. Last year 3500 young 
athletes had participated in the games, but this year the 
number has almost tripled with 9000 athletes. We will not 
only reach out to more talented young athletes, we will 
also identify more talent and groom them to represent the 
country. I am confident that by 2028 Olympics, China will 
find it difficult to compete with us. "Representing the host 
state, Shri Tawade said, "The moment we knew that Khelo 
India Games were to be hosted outside Delhi, we were sure 
that we wanted to have the games in our state. The entire 
state machinery is geared to ensure that the games are a big 
hit. We believe that hosting the games will help to inculcate 
the spirit of sport among our youth. I invite 
each one of you to attend the games and 
cheer the participants. "Like last year, the 
games will be telecast live on Star Sports.9 
disciplines will be telecast live for eight 
hours everyday, throughout the games.

Shubhankar becomes youngest 
Indian to win Asian Tour Order 

of Merit    11 Dec' 18

Shubhankar Sharma 
became the 
youngest Indian 

to clinch the Asian Tour 
Order of Merit after a 
groundbreaking year of 
achievements. He won it 
even before the finish of 
the last two events of the 
2018 season. Sharma, who has led the Habitat for Humanity 
Order of Merit from February this year kept his nose ahead 
all the time. After finishing tied sixth at the Hong Kong 
Open, which was his 11th start in a row and 15th in 16 weeks 
from the Open de France in June-July, Sharma skipped the 
Queen's Cup, Mauritius Open and the South African Open, 
despite a late challenge being mounted by South African 
Justin Harding. This week as Harding missed the cut, any 
chance of him overtaking Sharma also ended and the Indian 
added another feather to his well-adorned cap. Sharma, 22, 
became the fifth and the youngest Indian to win the Asian 
Tour Order of Merit. He joins Indian golfing legends like 
Jyoti Randhawa (2002), Arjun Atwal (2003), Jeev Milkha 

Singh (2006 and 2008) and Anirban Lahiri (2015). None 
of the previous Indian winners of the Asian Tour Order 
of Merit were below 30 when they reached the top, while 
Sharma is just 22. Jeev is the only one in the list to win the 
Merit honours twice. 
The Asian Tour is the principal men's professional golf tour 
in Asia except for Japan, which has its own Japan Golf Tour, 
which is also a full member of the International Federation 
of PGA Tours. 
The Asian Tour is administered from Singapore. It is 
controlled by a board with a majority of 
professional golfers, and a Tournament 
Players Committee of its player members, 
supported by an executive team. The 
chairman of the board is the Indonesian 
businessman Jimmy Masrin.

Ullas Narayan wins India's first 
international medal in ultra-

running     12 Dec' 18

Ullas Narayan 
became the 
first ever 

Indian individual 
medal winner in an 
international ultra-
running event by 
clinching a bronze in 
the 2018 International 
Association of Ultra 
Running (IAU) 24 
Hour Asia & Oceania Championships. Narayan bagged the 
third position, completing 250 km, behind two Japanese 
runners Yoshihiko Ishikawa (253 km) and Nobuyuki 
Takahashi (252 km).The Indian team, comprising Narayan 
(250 km), Sunil Sharma (202 km) and L L Meena (192 
km), also won a bronze with their combined distance of 
644 km. Japan won the team event gold with a distance 
of 756 km and Australia (684 km) got the silver .Among 
the Indian women, Hemlata Saini completed 172 km while 
Meenal Kotak ran 161 km. Ultra-races involved running 
over extremely long distances which are far longer than 
the traditional races. They are contested over two different 
types of race modalities, either over a set distance (like 
50 km, 100 km and longer events) or a set time (like 6 hr, 
24 hr, and multi-day events).The Athletics Federation of 
India joined the International Association 
of Ultra Runners (IAU), the official body 
for Ultra Running, only last year. The IAU 
conducts International Ultra Marathon 
Championships and includes World and 
Continental Championships in the category 
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Former Lok Sabha MP of the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) from Maharashtra Dr Gunvantrao Sarode died. He was 

78. Sarode had won Lok Sabha elections in 1991 and 1996 on the BJP ticket from Jalgaon constituency.

of 50 km Ultra Marathon, 100 km Ultra Marathon, 24 Hour 
Race and Trail Championships.

Lakshya, Ashmita clinch singles 
titles in Tata Open    12 Dec' 18

Rising Indian 
shuttler Lakshya 
Sen avenged his 

defeat in last month's 
World Juniors final in 
style with a straight-
game victory over 
Thailand's Kunlavat 
Vitidsarn to lift the 
men's singles title in the 
Tata Open India International Challenger. Sen, beaten in 
three games in the final by the Thai who was the defending 
champion in the world juniors in Canada last month, came 
out with all guns blazing to chalk out an impressive 21-15, 
21-10 victory in just 35 minutes in a lop- sided final at the 
Cricket Club of India's courts. In the all-Indian women's 
singles final, qualifier Ashmita Chaliha outclassed her 
eighth-seeded opponent Vrushali Gummadi 21-16, 21-13 in 
half an hour to lift her first international crown. Left-handed 
Ashmita had dumped top seed Ksenia Polikarpova of Israel 
and fourth seed Chananchida Jucharoen of Thailand on way 
to the summit contest in which she blew away Vrushali with 
her speed and aggression. The men's final was a grudge 
match and was expected to be no-holds-barred contest, but 
the 17-year-old Almora-born Sen - a trainee at the Prakash 
Padukone academy in Bengaluru turned in a commanding 
performance and emerged triumphant. Sen, ranked 91 as 
compared to his rival's 213, was incisive in his net play and 
produced some timely and telling cross-
court smashes against his Thai opponent 
who committed far too many unforced 
errors to stand a chance against the Asian 
Junior champion and silver medallist in 
this year's Youth Olympics.

Abhinav Bindra conferred with 
shooting’s highest honour by 

ISSF     17 Dec' 18

India’s Olympic and world champion shooter Abhinav 
Bindra has been conferred with the ISSF's highest 
award 'Blue Cross' for his outstanding services as the 

chairman of the International Shooting Sport Federation’s 
Athletes Committee. Bindra was succeeded in the post 
by the legendary American shooter Kimberly Rhode. The 
shooter, who created history by winning the 10m air rifle 
gold at the Beijing Olympics in 2008, was a member of the 
ISSF Athletes Committee from 2010 to 2014 and chairman 

from 2014 to 2018. 
During this tenure 
he has also been 
awarded with the 
President’s Button 
and the Diploma of 
Honour in January 
2016 in appreciation 
for his outstanding career as an athlete and role model for 
shooters globally.With him at the helm, the committee 
has brought out a comprehensive Athletes Handbook, 
for the benefit of shooters around the world. National 
Rifle Association of India  President Raninder Singh was 
awarded the ISSF diploma of honour gold 
medal at the general assembly. He was 
presented with the diploma and medal by 
the outgoing longest serving president of 
the ISSF, Olegario Vazquez Rana, who was 
at the helm for 38 years.

Angad Bajwa wins national skeet 
title   18 Dec' 18

Fresh from 
his Asian 
Championship 

title with a world 
record, Punjab's 
Angad Vir Singh 
Bajwa claimed the 
men's skeet crown 
at the 62nd National 
Shooting Championship, reaffirming his status as the 
country's best in the event. Angad shot 55 in the final to be 
tied with Mairaj Ahmed Khan at the end of 60 shots and then 
pipped the senior pro 6-5 in the shoot-off to come up trumps. 
In Thiruvananthapuram, where the rifle and pistol events 
are being held, Asian Games and Youth Olympic Games 
champion Saurabh Chaudhary combined with Devanshi 
Dhama to bag the 10m air pistol mixed team title for their 
state Uttar Pradesh. They got the better of Amanpreet Singh 
and Shweta Singh of ONGC 481.3 to 480.8 in the final. The 
pair of Manu Bhakar and Abhishek Verma won bronze for 
Haryana. In the Pink City, Angad had scraped through to the 
final, bagging the sixth and final spot with a qualification 
round score of 119, after coming through another shoot-off. 
Mairaj had topped the qualifications chart with a 122 along 
with Gurjoat Singh of Punjab. Amrinder Singh Cheema, 
also representing Punjab, won bronze with a final score of 
45.In the pistol competitions, Saurabh and 
Devanshi also won the junior mixed team 
title beating Madhya Pradesh's Saif Khan 
and Mahima Turhi Agrawal 482.4 to 473.1 
in the final.
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First sounds of  wind 
on Mars captured by 

NASA’s Insight Lander

SpaceX launches 64 satellites 

at once

India 4th highest emitter of  
CO2: Study 

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj will inaugurate a digital museum in Abu Dhabi showcasing the life, 
works and philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi and the founder of modern UAE Shaikh Zayed.The Gandhi-Zayed 

Digital Museum, which will promote peace, tolerance and sustainability.

First sounds of wind on Mars 
captured by NASA’s Insight 

Lander   21 Nov' 18

Humans can 
now hear the 
haunting, low 

rumble of wind on 
Mars for the first time, 
after NASA’s InSight 
lander captured 
vibrations from the 
breeze on the Red 
Planet.
The strong gusts 
of wind, blowing 
between 10 to 15 mph 
(five to seven meters a second), were captured as they 
moved over the solar panels on InSight, an unmanned 
lander that touched down on Earth’s dusty, desolate 
neighbor November 26,2018.Two sensors picked up the 
vibrations: an air pressure sensor inside the lander and a 
seismometer on the lander’s deck, awaiting to be deployed 
to the surface by InSight’s robotic arm.“This is the very 
first fifteen minutes of data that have come from the short 
period seismometer,” said Thomas Pike, lead investigator 
at Imperial College London, during a conference call with 
reporters. “It’s a little like a flag waving in the wind,” he 
added.
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
is an independent agency of the United States Federal 
Government responsible for the civilian 
space program, as well as aeronautics 
and aerospace research. NASA was 
established in 1958, succeeding the 
National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics (NACA).

Cabinet approves launching 
of National Mission on 

Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical 
Systems   23 Nov' 18

The Union Cabinet 
approved the 
launching of 

National Mission on 
Interdisciplinary Cyber-
Physical Systems to 
be implemented by the 
Department of Science 
and Technology at a total cost of Rs 3,660 crore for a period 
of five years.
The NM-ICPS is a comprehensive mission which would 
address technology development, application development, 
human resource development, skill enhancement, 
entrepreneurship and start-up development in CPS and 
associated technologies.
The mission aims at establishment of 15 numbers of 
Technology Innovation Hubs, six numbers of Application 
Innovation Hubs and four numbers of Technology 
Translation Research Parks (TTRP). These hubs and TTRPs 
will connect to academics, industry, central ministries 
and state government in developing solutions at reputed 
academic, R&D and other organisations across the country 
in a hub and spoke model.
The mission implementation would develop and bring 
Cyber Physical Systems (CPS) and 
associated technologies within reach in the 
country, produce next generation skilled 
manpower in CPS, catalyse translational 
research, accelerate entrepreneurship and 
start-up ecosystem development in CPS, 
the statement added. 
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Dhankar, Khatri emerge national champions; Punia takes bronze Seasoned Amit Dhankar showed that he still has 

enough left in his tank by emerging champion in the 74kg but the next Bajrang Punia or a Sushil Kumar was not in 
sight as Tata Motors Senior National Wrestling Championship.

India 4th highest emitter of CO2: 
Study    04 Dec' 18

India is the fourth 
highest emitter of 
carbon dioxide in 

the world, accounting 
for 7 per cent of global 
emissions in 2017, a study 
said. The top four emitters 
in 2017, which covered 
58 per cent of global emissions, were China (27 per cent), 
the US (15 per cent), the European Union (10 per cent) and 
India (7 per cent), according to the projection by the Global 
Carbon Project. The rest of the world contributed 41 per cent 
last year. India's emissions look set to continue their strong 
growth by an average of 6.3 per cent in 2018, with growth 
across all fuels coal (7.1pc), oil (2.9pc) and gas (6.0pc), the 
study said. The top 10 emitters were China, the US, the EU, 
India, Russia, Japan, Germany, Iran, Saudi Arabia and South 
Korea. The study also said that the Indian emissions were 
projected to grow 2 per cent in 2017, compared to 6 per cent 
per year averaged over the previous decade, 
due to significant government interventions 
in the economy. In India, emissions are 
expected to grow by a solid 6.3 per cent in 
2018, pushed by strong economic growth of 
around 8 per cent per year.

SpaceX launches 64 satellites at 
once    06 Dec' 18

SpaceX has 
l a u n c h e d 
its Falcon 9 

rocket, sending an 
unusual payload into 
space -- 64 satellites 
at the same time, a 
US record. And the 
company headed by US tech billionaire Elon Musk marked 
another milestone in its bid to make rockets more re-usable, 
like airplanes: the blast-off used a recycled booster for the 
third time. California-based SpaceX has landed more than 
30 of these boosters back on Earth, and has begun re-using 
them on subsequent missions. In the past, companies have 
typically allowed rocket parts costing many millions of dollars 
to fall like junk into the ocean. landing of the first stage was 
flawless, like many before it. Several minutes after liftoff, 
the tall, white portion of the rocket -- known formally as the 
first stage -- separated from the second stage.The booster 
then fired its engines and made a controlled, upright landing 
on a platform in the Pacific Ocean, video from SpaceX's live 

webcast showed. Meanwhile, the second stage pressed deeper 
into space, carrying 15 micro-satellites and 49 CubeSats 
belonging to 34 different clients including public, private and 
university sources from 17 different countries including South 
Korea, France and Kazakhstan.The launch was chartered 
by a company called Spaceflight, which specialises in space 
"rideshares," or putting multiple satellites on the same rocket.
Microsatellites weigh a few dozen pounds 
(kilograms) and CubeSats are even smaller.
The satellites will be placed into orbit over 
the next several hours.The Nevada Museum 
of Art sent up a sculpture called "Orbital 
Reflector" by artist Trevor Paglen.

COP24: Member countries 
finalise ‘Katowice package’ rules 
to implement 2015 Paris Climate 

Agreement    20 Dec' 18

The UN Climate Conference (COP24) on December 
14, 2018 saw the adoption of ‘Katowice package’, the 
rulebook for implementation of the 2015 Paris climate 

agreement.  The Ministers of 200 nations reached consensus 
on rules after two weeks of intense negotiations during the 
24th Conference of the Parties (COP24) to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) that took place 
during December 2-14, 2018 in Katowice, Poland. The 
meeting was presided by Polish President, Michal Kurtyka.
Katowice package: Rulebook for implementation of 2015 
Paris climate agreement
It sets out how countries will provide information about 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), including 
the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. They agreed 
on the procedure to uniformly count the greenhouse gas 
emissions. If poorer countries feel they cannot meet the 
standards set, they can explain why and present a plan to 
build up their capacity in that regard.
The document sets a way to decide on ambitious funding 
targets from 2025 onwards from the current commitment to 
mobilise USD 100 billion per year as of 2020 in support of 
climate action in developing countries. Nations agreed on 
the methodology to collectively assess the effectiveness of 
climate action in 2023. 
The rich nations which are the main polluters agreed to pay 
for greening in the underdeveloped world.
The agreed guidelines mean that countries can now establish 
the national systems that are needed for 
implementing the Paris Agreement by 2020.
These negotiations will further be taken up for 
talks at the UN climate change conference, 
COP25, set to take place in Chile.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Miss Philippines 
Catriona Gray crowned 

Miss Universe 2018

Vanessa Ponce de Leon 
wins Miss World 2018 

crown in Sanya 

Sonam Kapoor 
named PETA India's 

person of the year 

NHPC has entered into agreement with the country's largest lender State Bank of India for a term-loan of Rs 500 
crore. The borrowed fund will be utilised to finance the capital expenditure.The loan has tenor of 10 years with 3 

years of moratorium period.

UNESCO lists wrestling, reggae 
and raiho-shin rituals as global 

treasures to be preserved   25 Nov' 18 

Jamaican reggae, 
Georgian wrestling 
and Japanese 

rituals are among 
the six new elements 
added by UN cultural 
agency UNESCO to 
its list of “intangible 
heritage” for the world 
to treasure, improving the visibility of often little-known 
and understood arts traditions. The Intergovernmental 
Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage is meeting until December 1 in Mauritius, 
inscribing new elements to its much coveted-list. From 
the border between Asia and Europe, in Georgia, it added 
Chidaoba, which combines elements of wrestling, music, 
dance and special garments. The practice encourages a 
healthy lifestyle and plays an important role in intercultural 
dialogue, according to UNESCO, which called its code 
of conduct “chivalric”, and noted that “occasionally the 
wrestlers leave the arena with a Georgian folk dance”. 
Hurling, from Ireland, also made the grade.
This field game, which dates back 2,000 years, features 
strongly in Irish mythology. Played by two teams using a 
wooden “hurley” stick and a small “sliotar” ball, UNESCO 
said, hurling is considered as an intrinsic part of Irish 
culture and plays a central role in promoting health and 
wellbeing, inclusiveness and team spirit. A lot of music 
lovers were happy to learn that Jamaican reggae was also 
inscribed. Originating from marginalized groups, mainly in 
Western Kingston, the genre’s “contribution to international 
discourse on issues of injustice, resistance, love and 
humanity underscores the dynamics of the element as being 
at once cerebral, socio-political, sensual and spiritual,” 
according to UNESCO. Japan’s Raiho-shin rituals, used to 

admonish laziness and teach children good behavior, was 
another winner. Stemming from folk beliefs that deities 
visit communities and usher in the new year or season, 
local people dress in outlandish costumes and visit houses 
as deities. The UN cultural agency said: By performing the 
rituals, local people notably children have their identities 
moulded, develop a sense of affiliation to their community, 
and strengthen ties among themselves. Practiced across 
many areas of Jordan, As-Samer, another new inscription, 
consists mainly of dancing and singing.
Performed on various occasions, most commonly during 
weddings, UNESCO explained that poetry forms an 
integral part of the tradition, expressing feelings of joy, 
peace, intimacy and empathy among those in attendance. 
Marking the end of the old and beginning of a new annual 
horse-breeding cycle, the spring festive rites of Kazakh 
horse breeders were also inscribed. Rooted in traditional 
knowledge of nature and an age-old relation between man 
and horse, the rites involve skills inherited from nomadic 
ancestors, adapted to meet present-day conditions to ensure 
its continued viability. An historic joint bid was made 
by both Koreas, to include traditional Korean wrestling 
known as ssirum/ssireum. Fundamentally linked to land 
and agriculture, UNESCO’s chief was 
instrumental in persuading North and South 
to combine cultural forces, embracing both 
a national sport and a very popular cultural 
practice.

Global talent ranking: 
Switzerland on top   28 Nov' 18

India has slipped two places to rank 53rd on a global 
annual talent ranking released by IMD Business School 
Switzerland, while the top slot has been retained by 

the Alpine nation itself. Within Asia, Singapore has topped 
the charts with a global 13th place on the list that ranks 
63 countries in developing, attracting and retaining talent. 
China is ranked lower at 39th "because of its difficulties 
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in attracting foreign skilled workers paired with a level of 
public expenditure in education that is below the average of 
other advanced economies". Regarding India, the renowned 
business school said its position has declined from 55th in 
2017 to 53rd in 2018. "One hand, the country performs 
above the average in terms of the quality of its talent pool 
(Readiness factor, 30th position). On the other, the quality 
of its educational system and the lack of investments in 
public education heavily penalise the talent potential of 
the country (Investment and Development factor, 63rd)," 
it said. 
While Switzerland has topped the global ranking for the fifth 
year in a row, it is followed by Denmark, Norway, Austria 
and the Netherlands in the top-five. At 6th place, Canada 
is the only non-European nation in the top-ten, which also 
includes Finland (7th), Sweden (8th), Luxembourg (9th), 
and Germany (10th). The Slovak Republic (59th), Colombia 
(60th), Mexico (61st), Mongolia (62nd), 
and Venezuela (63rd) are the last countries 
in the ranking. Among BRICS nations, 
Brazil is ranked 58th, South African 50th 
and Russia 46th. 

Miss Philippines Catriona Gray 
crowned Miss Universe 2018  10 Dec' 18

Philippines' 
C a t r i o n a 
Gray has 

been crowned 
Miss Universe 
2018. She 
became the fourth 
woman from the 
country to win the 
title.The representatives from South Africa and Venezuela 
secured the first runner-up and second runner-up spots. 
India's Nehal Chudasama failed to make it to the Top 20.Ms 
Gray was ecstatic as she took her first walk as Miss Universe 
in a red gown. She was crowned by Miss Universe 2017 
Demi Leigh Nel-Peters, who comes from South Africa. In 
the final question round, Ms Gray was asked about the most 
important lesson she has learnt in life and how would she 
apply it in her time as Miss Universe. She said, "I work a lot 
in the slums of Manila and life there is very poor and sad. 
I have always taught myself to look for the beauty in it, to 
look for the beauty in the faces of the children, and I would 
bring this aspect as a Miss Universe to see situations with a 
silver lining and to asses where I could give something and 
provide something. "And if I could also teach people to be 
grateful, we could have an amazing world where negativity 
would not brew and foster, and children would have a smile 
on their face. "negativity. "The winner, who pipped 93 other 
contestants to win the title, has a love for the arts and holds 

a Master Certificate in Music Theory. She is an adventure 
junkie and is passionate about her love for Filipino dishes 
including adobo, balut and the sweetest mangoes in the 
world. As for her philanthropic side, she is an HIV/AIDS 
advocate at Love Yourself PH and volunteers as a Teacher's 
Assistant to the students of Young Focus NGO, according 
to the official Miss Universe website.
South Africa's Tamaryn Green was named the first runner-
up. A medical student, her favourite quote is from Mahatma 
Gandhi: "Be the change you want to see in the world. 
"The second runner-up, Miss Venezeula Sthefany Guterrez 
is studying to be a lawyer in her home 
country. Miss Universe 2018, the 67th 
Miss Universe pageant, was held on 17 
December 2018 at  Muang Thong Thani in 
Nonthaburi Province, Thailand. 

India's Prathamesh Maulingkar 
wins Mister Supranational 2018  

10 Dec' 18

Goa's Prathamesh 
Maulingkar has 
created history by 

becoming the first Asian/
Indian to win this year's 
Mister Supranational title 
in a competition held in 
Poland. The 27-year-old 
defeated 37 contestants 
from all over the world 
in the final round to win 
the coveted title. Having worked hard for three years to clinch 
the title, Prathamesh is "super happy" but says he could hardly 
believe when his name was announced as the winner. "I was 
surprised when they announced my name as the winner. And 
then when Gabriel Correa handed over the winner's trophy and 
put that sash around me, it was the most incredible feeling. I 
knew I had it in me but frankly, the win was unexpected," 
Prathamesh said in a statement. The third edition of Mister 
Supranational 2018 pageant took place on December 9 in 
Krynica-Zdroj, Poland. At the same pageant, 
Mister Supranational Poland was adjudged 
first runner-up, Mister Supranational Brazil 
was adjudged second runner-up and Mister 
Supranational Thailand was announced as the 
third runner-up.

Vanessa Ponce de Leon wins Miss 
World 2018 crown in Sanya   10 Dec' 18

Mexico's Vanessa Ponce de Leon won the coveted 
Miss World 2018 crown at the 68th edition of 
the prestigious Miss World grand event held 

State-owned Bank of Maharashtra has appointed A S Rajeev as its Managing Director & Chief Executive 
Officer."A S Rajeev has joined Bank of Maharashtra as Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer on 2nd 

December 2018. 
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in the Chinese 
city, Sanya.
The 26-year-
old Vanessa was 
crowned by Miss 
World 2017 
Manushi Chhillar 
of India. Vanessa 
Ponce de Leon, 
has a degree 
in international 
business, volunteers for “Migrantes en el Camino” and is on 
the board of directors of a rehab centre for girls. Nicolene 
Pichapa from Thailand was adjudged runner up in Miss 
World 2018. Miss Belarus Maria Vasilevich, Miss Jamaica 
Kadijah Robinson and Miss Uganda Quiin Abenakyo were 
among the final five.A total of 118 contestants from all 
around the world participated in the pageant.
The Miss World continental winners were also announced 
in the event. The winners include- Belarus 
– Miss World Europe, Jamaica – Miss 
World Carribbean, Mexico – Miss World 
America, Uganda – Miss World Africa, and 
Thailand – Miss World Asia and Oceania.

Salman Khan tops Forbes India 
highest earning celebrity list for 

third time  10 Dec' 18

Bollywood actor 
Salman Khan 
has emerged 

as the richest Indian 
celebrity for the 
third time in a row, 
according to a Forbes 
list. The 52-year-
old superstar bagged 
the numero uno spot on Forbes India Celebrity 100 list.
According to the publication, Khan earned Rs 253.25 crore 
through his films, TV appearances and brand endorsements 
between October 1, 2017, and September 30, 2018 (period 
under consideration).
With Rs 112.8 crore, Deepika Padukone is No 4 on the list 
as the highest-earning woman celebrity. The "Padmaavat" 
star has become the first woman to break into the top 
five positions since the inception of the list in 2012.
Priyanka Chopra lost her last year's seventh rank (Rs 68 
crore) and settled for No 49 with Rs 18 crore as earnings 
in 2018.Indian cricket skipper Virat Kohli is at number 
two position after minting Rs 228.09 crore. He is the first 
sportsperson to make it to the spot, regularly dominated by 
a showbiz personality. With no release during the period 

under review, Shah Rukh Khan slipped from his number 
two position to No 13 after raking in Rs 56 crore this year. 
Kohli is followed by Akshay Kumar (Rs 185 crore) on 
No 3 - a step up for the actor. Aamir Khan ranks sixth 
with Rs 97.5 crore, closely followed by his "Thugs of 
Hindostan" co-star Amitabh Bachchan at No 7 with Rs 
96.17 as earnings. Ranveer Singh is number eight with Rs 
84.67 crores and Ajay Devgn ranks tenth on the list with 
Rs 74.5 crores.
Cricketers Mahendra Singh Dhoni and Sachin Tendulkar 
have bagged the fifth (Rs 101.77 crore) and ninth (Rs 80 
crore) positions. As for women representation, there are 18 
names on the list this year - three down from 21 in 2017.
Actors Alia Bhatt, Anushka Sharma, Katrina Kaif and 
shuttlers PV Sindhu, Saina Nehwal are part of the 100. 
The list also includes a mix of first-timers, including DJ 
Nucleya, Malayalam star Mammootty, Telugu star Vijay 
Deverakonda and Telugu director Kortala 
Siva.
The cumulative earnings figure for 2018 
amounted to Rs 3,140.25 crore, which is 
17 per cent higher than last year's Rs 2,683 
crore.

Cabinet promotes interim CBI 
chief Nageshwar Rao to rank of 
additional director    13 Dec' 18

The Union 
C a b i n e t 
promoted 

M Nageswara 
Rao, interim 
Central Bureau 
of Investigation 
director, to 
the rank of 
an additional 
director, PTI reported. The announcement gains significance 
amid the ongoing spat within the investigation agency since 
October 23.
Rao is a 1986-batch Indian Police Services officer from 
the Odisha cadre. The Cabinet’s Appointments Committee 
cleared his name for the promotion.
He had joined the investigating agency as joint director 
in 2016. The Supreme Court had ordered 
Rao to refrain from taking any major 
decisions as interim CBI chief but 
allowed him to perform routine tasks that 
are essential to keep the investigating 
agency functioning.

A N Jha, Secretary, Expenditure, has been appointed as new Finance Secretary of India.Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi led Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has cleared Jha's appointment to the post after incumbent 

Hasmukh Adhia.
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Sonam Kapoor named PETA 
India's person of the year   15 Dec' 18

Bollywood 
s t a r 
S o n a m 

Kapoor has been 
named PETA 
India's person of 
the year for 2018 
for her animal 
advocacy efforts.
A statement from the animal rights body People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) India said Kapoor 
has taken various actions for animals including praising 
vegan eating and keeping animal skins out of her handbag 
line -- Rheson.
"Whether she's enjoying vibrant vegan meals or rallying 
her fans to do their part to stop animal suffering, Sonam 
Kapoor never hesitates to help animals any way she can.
"PETA India encourages everyone to take a page out of her 
book and live with compassion and respect for all beings" 
said PETA India Associate Director Sachin Bangera.
Kapoor was named PETA India's Hottest Vegetarian 
Celebrity in 2016 and earned a Compassionate Business 
Award from the group a year later for her cruelty-free 
handbag line, Rheson.
PETA India said Kapoor's past animal advocacy efforts 
include urging the Environment Ministry not to revoke the 
ban on classroom dissection for university life science and 
zoology students, calling for a Maharashtra state-wide ban 
on glass-coated manja that can entangle and kill birds and 
donating "kind kites" to children to help prevent injuries 
from manja.
Past recipients of PETA India's Person of 
the Year Award include Anushka Sharma, 
Sunny Leone, Dr Shashi Tharoor, former 
Supreme Court Justice KS Panicker 
Radhakrishnan, actors Kapil Sharma, 
Hema Malini and others.

India ranks 108th in WEF gender 
gap index 2018    17 Dec' 18

India has been ranked 108th in World Economic Forum 
(WEF) gender gap index, same as 2017, while recording 
improvement in wage equality for similar work and 

fully closing its tertiary education gender gap for the first 
time.
As per the WEF's Global Gender Gap Report 2018, released 
on Tuesday, while India has many challenges as it ranks 

142nd out of 
149 countries 
in the economic 
opportunity and 
par t i c ipa t ion 
subindex, it 
also has a few 
achievements.
Gender gap was 
measured across four key pillars—economic opportunity, 
political empowerment, educational attainment, and health 
and survival.
"It (India) needs to make improvements across the board, 
from women's participation to getting more women into 
senior and professional roles," WEF said.
WEF also noted that India continues to rank third-lowest 
in the world on health and survival, remaining the world's 
least-improved country on this subindex over the past 
decade. "In fact, India actually widens the gender gap on 
this subindex this year."
However, on the positive side, India has slightly improved 
in WEF's wage equality for similar work indicator, where it 
stood at 72nd place. The country has also closed its tertiary 
education enrolment gap for the first time in 2018 and has 
managed to keep its primary and secondary gaps closed for 
the third year running.
Interestingly, India has the second-largest artificial 
intelligence (AI) workforce but one of the largest AI gender 
gaps, with only 22 per cent of roles filled by women.
According to the report, the world has closed 68 per cent of 
its gender gap and at the current rate of change, it will take 
108 years to close the overall gender gap and 202 years to 
bring about parity in the workplace.
South Asia was the second-lowest ranking region in the 
index, with only 65 per cent of its gender gap now closed. 
India is slightly ahead of the regional average having closed 
66 per cent.
The global list was topped by Iceland having closed more 
than 85.8 per cent of its overall gender gap. Iceland holds 
the top spot in the index for the 10th consecutive year.
Nordic countries Norway (2nd, 83.5 per cent), Sweden (3rd, 
82.2 per cent), and Finland (4th, 82.1 per cent) dominated 
the top slots.
Other countries in the top-10 include 
Nicaragua (5th, 80.9 per cent), Rwanda 
(6th, 80.4 per cent), New Zealand (7th, 
80.1 per cent), the Philippines (8th, 79.9 
per cent), Ireland (9th, 79.6 per cent) and 
Namibia (10th, 78.9 per cent).

Delhi's Gagan Sethi lived up to his reputation by defending his JK Tyre Hornbill Rally title. Competing in the open 
category, Gagan (with navigator Sabatullah Khan) was at his sublime best, finishing the 55-km TSD rally with a 

mere penalty of 29 seconds to emerge victorious.
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'Period. End of Sentence', 
short film set in India in Oscars 
documentary shortlist  17 Dec' 18

A film on 
menstruation, 
set in rural 

India, titled 'Period. 
End of Sentence', has 
made it to the 91st 
Academy Awards 
shortlist in the 
'Documentary Short 
Subject category'.
Award winning filmmaker Rayka Hitachi has directed the 
short film, which has been produced by Guneet Monga's 
Sikhya Entertainment.
Monga said she was happy with the recognition and wants 
the film to make it to the top five.
The film came to being as a part of The Pad Project, started 
by students at the Oakwood School in Los Angeles and 
their teacher, Melissa Breton.
The documentary feature is set in Hamper village outside 
Delhi, where women lead a quiet revolution as they fight 
against the deeply rooted stigma of menstruation. For 
generations, these women did not have access to sanitary 
pads, which lead to health issues and girls dropping out 
from schools.
When a sanitary pad vending machine is installed in the 
village, the women learn to manufacture and market their 
own pads, empowering their community. They name their 
brand "FLY".
Other documentary shorts to have made it 
to the shortlist are Black Sheep, End Game, 
Lifeboat, Los Comandos, My Dead Dad's 
Porno Tapes, A Night at the Garden, 63 
Boycott, Women of the Gulag and Zion.

PM releases the book "Timeless 
Laxman"    19 Dec' 18

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, 
released the 

coffee table book 
"Timeless Laxman", 
based on the famous 
cartoonist RK 
Laxman. 
Speaking on the 
occasion, he said he is 

happy to be a part of this timeless journey. He expressed 
happiness that an insight into the vast treasure of Laxman's 
work is now available in this way. 
He remarked that studying Laxman's work through the 
decades is a nice way to understand sociology, and the 
socio-economic milieu of the times. This effort is not just 
for Laxman, or his memory, the Prime Minister said, adding 
that a small part of Laxman, lives within crores of people. 
The Prime Minister said that Laxman's common man was 
timeless and pan-Indian. All Indians, and 
all generations of people could identify 
with him, he added. The Prime Minister 
mentioned how the process of Padma 
awards has been changed to bring into 
focus the common man.

WEF’s Global Gender Gap 
Report 2018: Iceland tops; India 

ranks 108th   20 Dec' 18

The World Economic Forum (WEF) on December 18, 
2018 released the Global Gender Gap Report 2018, 
reviewing 149 countries on the basis of their progress 

towards gender parity and then lists them accordingly in 
its Global Gender Gap Index. These 149 countries are 
ranked on the basis of four thematic dimensions- Economic 
Participation and Opportunity, Educational Attainment, 
Health and Survival, and Political Empowerment.
This year, the Gender Gap Index was topped by Iceland with 
a score of 0.858, holding the top spot in the index for the 
10th consecutive year. India was ranked 108th in the Global 
Gender Gap Index 2018, same as it was ranked in 2017.
In terms of economic opportunity and participation, India 
ranked 142nd out of 149 countries. Moreover, India 
continued to rank third-lowest in the world on health and 
survival, remaining the world's least-improved country 
on this subindex. Though India made no improvement in 
the overall gender gap ranking, it recorded improvement 
in wage equality and managed to fully close its tertiary 
education gender gap for the first time.
Among other South Asian countries, India fetched fourth 
place with top 3 being Bangladesh (48th), Sri Lanka (100th) 
and Nepal (105th). South Asia is the second-lowest-scoring 
region, with a remaining gender gap of 34.2%, ahead of 
the Middle East and North Africa, and behind sub-Saharan 
Africa. Nordic countries dominated the top spots in the 
index with Norway ranked at 2nd, Sweden 
at 3rd, and Finland at 4th. Other countries 
rounding of the top-10 were Nicaragua 
(5th), Rwanda (6th), New Zealand (7th), 
the Philippines (8th), Ireland (9th) and 
Namibia (10th).

Yes Bank Ltd appointed former IRDAI chief T.S. Vijayan as an independent director for five years. The 
headquarter of Yes Bank is in Mumbai.
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Congress leader Sajjan Kumar was sentenced to life 
imprisonment by the Delhi High Court on 17 December 
2018 in a 1984 anti-Sikh riots case. He was acquitted 
five years ago by a trial court in Delhi in the case of the 
murder of five persons in Delhi Cantonment’s Raj Nagar 
on November 1, 1984, during the riots that followed the 
assassination of then prime minister Indira Gandhi.

Kumar was awarded life term after the court found him 
guilty of offences of murder, promoting enmity between 
groups and defiling public property.

In 1984, days after Indira Gandhi was shot dead by her 
Sikh bodyguard on October 31, a mob instigated by Sajjan 
Kumar killed five Sikhs—Kehar Singh, Gurpreet Singh, 
Raghuvender Singh, Narender Pal Singh and Kuldeep 
Singh—in Raj Nagar area of Delhi Cantonment as anti-Sikh 
riots broke out in the capital.

A Supreme Court Bench led by Chief Justice of India 
Dipak Misra recently gave a new three-member Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) headed by former Delhi High 
Court judge Justice S N Dhingra, and comprising a retired 
IAS officer and a serving IPS officer, two months to submit 
a status report on 186 cases related to the anti-Sikh violence 
of 1984.

The SIT was constituted after a supervisory committee 
comprising former Supreme Court Justices J M Panchal and 
K S P Radhakrishnan, appointed by the Supreme Court in 
August 2017, reported that an earlier SIT set up in February 
2015 under IPS officer Pramod Asthana, had closed scores 
of cases without sufficient investigation.

Justice Dhingra will head the eleventh committee, 
commission, or team to investigate the riots that took 
place in the aftermath of the assassination of Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi over 33 years ago, during which 
a total 3,325 individuals, nearly all of them Sikhs, were 
officially killed across the country, 2,733 of them in 
Delhi alone. The massacre took place over just three 
days, making these the worst incidents of communal 
violence in independent India. A summary of the earlier 
attempts at investigation:

Justice Ranganath Misra 
Commission, 1985
In 1985, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi appointed a 
commission of inquiry headed by Justice Ranganath Misra, 
then a sitting judge of the Supreme Court, “to inquire into the 
allegations in regard to the incidents of organised violence 
which took place in Delhi and also the disturbances which 
took place in the Bokaro Tehsil, Chas Tehsil (both in the 
present-day Bokaro district of Jharkhand) and at Kanpur, 
and to recommend measures which may be adopted for 
prevention of recurrence of such incidents”.

The Justice Misra Commission concluded that the violence 
was an involuntary reaction stemming from a deep sense of 
grief, anguish and hatred for the assassins of Indira Gandhi, 
and that the “spontaneous reaction of the people (had) soon 
transformed itself into riotous activity with participation 
and monitoring thereof by anti-socials due to passivity of 
the Delhi Police”.

The Commission said the police were either indifferent 
or negligent, and at times connived or participated in, 
the violence. Police high-ups had failed to make a proper 
assessment of the situation in the city, it said. The Commission 
said the Congress party or its leaders had not participated 
in the riots, even though “some persons belonging to the 
Congress Party on their own did indulge or participate in the 
riots for considerations entirely their own”.

The three Committees of 1987
Following the Misra Commission’s August 1986 
recommendation, the Delhi Administration appointed three 
Committees on February 23, 1987: the Kapoor-Mittal 
Committee, to inquire into the delinquencies and conduct 
of police officers of Delhi; the Jain-Renision Committee, 
to look into the allegations of grave offences committed 
during the riots and to give directions to the prosecuting 
agency; and the R K Ahuja Committee, to establish the 
exact number of deaths that took place in Delhi.

After detailed inquiries, the Ahuja Committee determined 
that 2,733 deaths had occurred in Delhi. In its report submitted 

The unending 
tragedy of 1984 
anti-Sikh riots

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated Manipur's annual Sangai tourism festival.The 10-day festival, 
the biggest of the state, will see various cultural troupes from different parts of the country, including Assam, 

Odisha and Uttar Pradesh; and countries like Thailand and South Korea.
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on June 1, 1988, the Committee made recommendations on 
relief, and the procedure for distributing it.

Congress politicians (from right) Sajjan Kumar, H K L 
Bhagat and Jagdish Tytler, accused of leading the mobs, at 
a public meeting in Delhi in 1993. (Photo: Hemant Mehta/
Express Archive)

The Committee comprising retired Delhi High Court 
Chief Justice Dilip K Kapoor and retired Secretary to the 
Government of India Kusum Lata Mittal could not function 
due to differences of opinion between the members. Mittal was 
of the view that the Committee should examine only available 
records; Justice Kapoor wanted to consider all relevant 
material, including material that was not on the record.

Mittal submitted her report on February 28, 1990; Justice 
Kapoor submitted a separate report the following day. 
The Home Ministry found Justice Kapoor’s report to be a 
sociological analysis dealing in generalities, and decided to 
accept Mittal’s report and take action against police officials 
on the basis of its findings. Seventy-two police officers were 
indicted for lapses in controlling the riots. 
The Poti-Rosha, Jain-Aggarwal 
Committees
The Jain-Banerji Committee was ultimately quashed by 
the High Court on grounds of a conflict with the Delhi 
Police Act and the Code of Criminal Procedure. The Delhi 
Administration then appointed, on March 23, 1990, a fresh 
Committee with revised terms of reference, comprising 
retired Gujarat High Court Chief Justice P Subramanian 
Poti and retired IPS officer P A Rosha. The Committee was 
subsequently reconstituted, and the reconstituted Committee 
comprising retired Delhi High Court judge Justice J D Jain 
and retired IPS officer D K Aggarwal took up 669 affidavits 
filed before the Justice Misra Commission, received 415 
new affidavits, and also looked into 403 FIRs recorded by 
Delhi Police. The Committee found that:

 # No separate FIRs were recorded for individual 
incidents, no case-by-case investigation was carried 
out, and no incident-wise evidence was produced 
during the trial, leading to acquittals in most cases.

 # The investigation by police was casual, perfunctory 
and faulty in most cases, with only cryptic and sketchy 
statements from complainants having been recorded. 
No attempts were made to find witnesses and collect 
direct evidence.

 # No attempts were made to trace the culprits and recover 
weapons or loot; police, in fact, illegally asked culprits 
to quietly dump looted property on the roadside.

 # Police did not act on many complaints; they also 
recorded complaints in a format that mainly sought 
information on looted or burnt properties, and not 
names of victims or offenders.

 # Chargesheets did not refer to individual incidents, and 
several accused — in some cases numbering over 100 
— facing widely differing allegations, were put on trial 
together. This led to a number of acquittals. Police did 
not produce all relevant witnesses in court, claiming 
they were not traceable.

The Committee recommended disciplinary action against 
lower-level police officials, observed that some Deputy 
Commissioners of Police and Assistant Commissioners 
of Police had simply abdicated their responsibilities of 
supervision and control over investigation, and sought 
improvements in police organisation and training.
The Justice Nanavati Commission, 
2000
The government of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
appointed a Commission headed by former Supreme Court 
judge, Justice G T Nanavati, to “inquire into the causes and 
course of the criminal violence and riots”, the “sequence 
of the events leading to and all the facts relating to” it, and 
“whether these heinous crimes could have been averted 
and whether there were any lapses or dereliction of duty”. 
The Commission examined the first witness on April 17, 
2001, and completed the recording of evidence on March 
12, 2004. In its report submitted on February 9, 2005, the 
Commission indicted Congress leaders and workers.

The Commission recommended that the central government 
ensure that all victims are “paid compensation uniformly at 
an early date”, and consider giving a job to one member 
of each family “that had lost all earning male members” 
and had no other “sufficient means of livelihood”. But the 
Commission recommended the re-opening of only four out 
of 241 cases closed by the police.
The Pramod Asthana SIT
The government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
sanctioned an additional grant of Rs 5 lakh to the next of 
kin of those killed in the riots, and tasked former Supreme 
Court judge, Justice G P Mathur, to examine the possibility 
of constituting an SIT to re-investigate the 1984 cases. 
Following Justice Mathur’s recommendation, an SIT was 
formed on February 12, 2015, headed by Pramod Asthana, 
an IPS officer of the 1986 batch, and also comprising retired 
District and Sessions Judge Rakesh Kapoor, and Additional 
Deputy Commissioner of Delhi Police, Kumar Gyanesh.

The SIT’s term was extended for a year in August 2015, and 
for another year in August 2016. 

In February 2017, the Committee got a third extension. In 
March, the SIT told the Supreme Court that it had closed 
199 cases it was looking into, and in August, the government 
said that another 42 had been closed. After over two years 
of investigation, the SIT had filed chargesheets in only 12 
cases.

PETA Delhi Environment minister Imran Hussain has been awarded with the 'Hero to Animals Award' for banning 
Chinese manja - glass-coated kite strings - throughout the national capital, animal rights body PETA.



53FEBRUARY 2019  MICA

All about Rafale 
deal case

Rafale deal was in the news recently, here we have a look 
on the issue to know more about it. With the Supreme 
Court asking for details of the “decision-making process” 
that led to the order for 36 Rafale aircraft, there is likely to 
be greater clarity about certain key questions which have 
created a political controversy. 

The 36-Rafale deal is an offshoot of the tender issued by 
the Ministry of Defence in August 2007 to buy 126 fighter 
jets, 108 of which would be made in India by public sector 
HAL. After extensive trials of six foreign aircraft, the IAF 
selected the Rafale and Eurofighter jets as having met its 
requirements.

When commercial bids were opened in 2012, Rafale came 
as the ‘L-1’ or lowest bidder, which led to the process of 
negotiations being started with Dassault, the maker of 
Rafale. 

The negotiations continued even after the NDA government 
came to power in May 2014. The two sides could not sign 
an agreement for nearly three years as HAL and Dassault 
could not agree on the terms.

A day prior to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to 
Paris in April 2015, then Foreign Secretary S Jaishankar 
said “there are discussions under way between the French 
company, our Ministry of Defence, the HAL which is 
involved in this. These are ongoing discussions. These 
are very technical, detailed discussions. We do not mix up 
leadership-level visits with deep details of ongoing defence 
contracts. That is on a different track.”

The joint statement issued during the PM’s visit noted, 
“Government of India conveyed to the Government of 
France that in view of the critical operational necessity 
for Multirole Combat Aircraft for Indian Air Force, 
Government of India would like to acquire (36) Rafale jets 
in flyaway condition as quickly as possible.

“The two leaders agreed to conclude an Inter-Governmental 
Agreement for supply of the aircraft on terms that would 
be better than conveyed by Dassault Aviation as part of 
a separate process under way; the delivery would be in 
timeframe that would be compatible with the operational 

requirement of IAF; and that the aircraft and associated 
systems and weapons would be delivered on the same 
configuration as had been tested and approved by Indian 
Air Force, and with a longer maintenance responsibility by 
France.”

It was not clear from the statements of the Government of 
India and IAF that only 36 aircraft to be purchased with no 
follow-up buying clause, to be bought from France before 
PM Modi’s announcement in Paris.

Thereafter, the procurement process for 126 Rafale aircraft 
was cancelled by the Defence Ministry on June 24, 2015. 
The two sides were expected to sign the final deal When 
French President Francois Hollande visited India for the 
2016 Republic Day, but only signed an MoU as negotiations 
were still under way.

These negotiations went on until August 2016, MoS 
Defence Subhash Bhamre told Rajya Sabha in March 2018: 
“The inter-governmental agreement (IGA) for procurement 
of 36 Rafale aircraft with the French government was 
accorded approval by the Cabinet Committee on Security 
(CCS) on August 24, 2016”.

Evidently, it was nearly 16 months after PM Modi’s 
announcement in Paris, that the procurement of 36 Rafale 
aircraft from France was approved by the CCS. The final 
deal was eventually approved in another CCS meeting on 
September 21, 2016, and the IGA signed between the Indian 
and French Defence Ministers in Delhi two days later.

What is it?

The Supreme Court’s December 14 judgment declining 
to intervene in the Rafale deal may have erred in English 
grammar to “misinterpret” what the government actually 
said in a confidential note on pricing details. Or, as the 
Opposition says, it may have been an outcome of half-
truths presented by the government. The Congress says the 
government misled the court. The government asked the 
court to “correct” its judgment. Its eight-page application 
is an explanation of the purported intent of the English 
tenses used in the confidential note. But experts say the 
judgment is poor in details. The court seems to have let 

designer Purvi Doshi who received a Compassionate Designer Award for using only handwoven fabrics made from 
plants and not leather, silk, or other animal-derived materials.
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the government hold the rudder. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was a respondent-in-person in the case.

How did it come about?

The controversy boils down to two lines in paragraph 25 
of the judgment pronounced by a three-judge Bench, led 
by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi. The first line says 
“the pricing details have, however, been shared with the 
Comptroller and Auditor-General (CAG), and the report 
of the CAG has been examined by the Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC).” The second line is: “Only a redacted 
portion of the report was placed before Parliament and is 
in public domain.” The judgment gives the impression that 
the CAG report was placed before the PAC. In its correction 
application, the government clarified that the lines in the 
judgment were an erroneous reproduction of the ones used 
in the note. The lines in the sealed cover note were “the 
government has already shared the pricing details with the 
CAG. The report of the CAG is examined by the PAC. Only 
a redacted version of the report is placed before Parliament 
and in public domain.” The government said the note only 
stated “procedure,” which is that once the CAG report 
is ready, it would be placed before the PAC. Further, a 
redacted portion of the CAG report is placed in Parliament 
and in the public domain for national security. It said the 
court translated a simple “is” to a much complicated “was”.

Why does it matter?

The judgment came on four petitions questioning the 
decision-making process in the purchase of 36 Rafale fighter 
jets in a fly-away condition. They sought transparency in 
the price and a CBI/SIT probe. The petitioners, including 
former Union Ministers Yashwant Sinha and Arun 

Shourie and senior lawyer Prashant Bhushan, alleged 
that a “novice,” Reliance Defence, was chosen as the 
Indian Offset Partner (IOP) in the multi-crore deal. The 
petitions came in the immediate backdrop of former French 
President Francois Hollande’s remarks in an interview that 
France was not given much of a choice by India in an IOP. 
They claimed that on the previous deal for 126 Rafale jets, 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited was suddenly jettisoned 
when the “intent” to purchase 36 jets was announced on 
April 10, 2015, during Mr. Modi’s visit to Paris. Second, the 
government has no role in the Rafale manufacturer Dassault 
Aviation’s choice of an IOP, thanks to an amendment in the 
offset policy, which allows “no offset obligations” for the 
first three years of a contract. Third, the Cabinet Committee 
on Security, the highest clearance body for defence 
purchases, approved the signing of the Inter-Government 
Agreement (IGA) for the procurement of the 36 jets only 
on August 24, 2016. That is, well over a year after the Indo-
French joint statement of April 10, 2015.

What lies ahead?

The verdict concluded the allegations were mere 
“individual perceptions.” The court refused to go into a 
“fishing enquiry.” It ruled out any evidence of “commercial 
favouritism” towards Reliance Defence as India had no 
role in choosing an IOP. It said the petitions were “taking 
advantage” of Mr. Hollande’s statements. The judgment, 
authored by Chief Justice Gogoi, said there were no doubts 
about the suitability of the Rafale jets. The petitioners may 
file a review petition, which will go before the same Bench. 
The correction application may come up for an open court 
hearing in January.

Former Indian hockey player Sandeep Michael, who captained the Indian junior team to an Asia Cup gold in 2003, 
died. He was 33. The high point of Michael's India career was the 2003 junior Asia Cup in which he was adjudged 

the most promising player.
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Surrogacy Bill: 
Then & Now

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill was introduced in 
Parliament in November 2016. With Karan Johar announcing 
recently that he has had twins through a surrogate mother, 
the spotlight is back on the Surrogacy Bill that is yet to 
become an Act, allowing for it to be implemented in the 
country.

The Bill seeks to regulate the surrogacy part of a rather 
flourishing infertility industry in the country.

Defining ‘surrogacy’ as a practice in which a woman 
undertakes to give birth to a child for another couple and 
agrees to hand over the child to them after birth, the Bill 
allows ‘altruistic surrogacy’ — wherein only the medical 
expenses and insurance coverage is provided by the 
couple to the surrogate mother during pregnancy. No other 
monetary consideration will be allowed.

India has emerged a hub for infertility treatment, 
attracting people from the world over with its state-of-
the-art technology and competitive prices initially to treat 
infertility. Soon after, with the prevailing socio-economic 
inequities, underprivileged women found an option to ‘rent 
their wombs’ and thereby make money to take care of their 
expenses — often to facilitate a marriage, enable children 
to get education, or provide for hospitalisation or surgery 
for someone in the family.

Once information of the availability of such wombs got 
out, the demand also picked up. Unscrupulous middle men 
inveigled themselves into the scene, and the exploitation 
of women began. Several instances began to emerge after 
women, in desperate straits, began to file police complaints 
when they did not receive the promised sum.

Other issues also began to crop up. For instance, in 2008, a 
Japanese couple began the process with a surrogate mother 
in Gujarat, but before the child was born they split and there 
were no takers for the child.

On 19 December 2018, Lok Sabha passed the Surrogacy 
(Regulation) Bill, 2016. Cleared by the Cabinet in 2016, the 
Bill was subsequently referred to a Parliamentary Standing 
Committee (Health & Family Welfare) before its passage. 
A look at its journey, the issues raised along the way, and 

which of these it addresses and which of these it does not.

What does the Bill aim to do?

Drafted keeping in mind the “Indian ethos” — words 
used both by Health Minister J P Nadda in Parliament 
Wednesday and External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 
in 2016 when she announced that the Bill had been cleared 
by the Cabinet — the Bill allows only altruistic surrogacy 
(by relatives) for married couples. It seeks to put an end to 
commercial surrogacy — payment to a surrogate mother is 
punishable by up to five years imprisonment — and also 
has safeguards built in against sex selection of the baby. 
The Bill proposes to allow altruistic, ethical surrogacy to 
intending infertile Indian married couples between the ages 
of 23-50 (female) and 26-55 (male). It limits the option 
to only legally married childless couples who have been 
trying for a child for at least five years. The commissioning 
couple cannot have a surviving child either biological or 
adopted, except when they have a child who is mentally 
or physically challenged or suffers from a life-threatening 
disorder with no permanent cure.

Why was the Bill necessary?

There have been several reports about the exploitation 
of surrogate mothers, women who are kept confined in 
“hostels” during pregnancy and not allowed to meet 
their families, women who do it repeatedly for a paltry 
amount thus putting their own bodies at risk. The Bill 
seeks to put an end to that. Ballpark estimations by Indian 
Council of Medical Research are around 2,000-odd 
babies per year through commercial surrogacy — when 
a woman is paid a pre-fixed sum for renting her womb. 
CII figures say surrogacy is a $2.3 billion industry fed 
by lack of regulation and poverty. The 228th report of 
the Law Commission had recommended prohibition of 
commercial surrogacy. Commercial surrogacy is allowed 
only in Russia, Ukraine and California. The Bill now 
requires all surrogacy clinics to be registered. Clinics 
can charge for these services but the surrogate mother 
cannot be paid. The national and state surrogacy boards 
will be the regulating authorities.

The NITI Aayog on December 19, 2018 released ‘Strategy for New India @75’. The Strategy document aims to 
further improve the policy environment to propel India towards a USD 5 trillion economy by 2030.
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2016 Bill, 2018 Amendments

The provisions of the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016, 
and the amendments proposed in 2018

Eligibility
2016 : Surrogate mother must be a close relative of intending 
couple, an ever married woman with a child of her own; 
must be aged 25-35; must not have been a surrogate mother 
earlier; requires certificate of medical and psychological 
fitness.

2018 New Provision : Surrogate mother cannot provide her 
own gametes for surrogacy.

Consent
2016: Surrogacy cannot be initiated unless all side effects 
explained to the surrogate mother, and unless she has given 
written informed consent.

2018 New : She has option to withdraw before embroy 
implanted

Prohibited
2016 : For Surrogacy clinics and doctors, Bill prohibits 
commercial surrogacy; employing unqualified persons; 
storing human embryo, etc.

2018 : Any form of sex selection for surrogacy, too, will be 
prohibited.

Insurance :
2016 : Couple needs a 'certificate of essentiality', conditional 
to insurance coverage for surrogate mother.

2018 : Coverage will have to be provided for 16 months 
covering post partum delivery complications.

Authorisation Time Period
2018 ; 90-day limit to authorities for granting or rejecting 
applications for various certificates and authorisations.

What maternity benefits would a commissioning mother 
be entitled to?

The Bill does not take that into account. It deals with the 
rights and responsibilities of commissioning parents and 
surrogate mother vis a vis each other and the baby, but does 
not address entitlements of a commissioning parent from 
his or her employer. These are covered by labour laws; the 
law on maternity benefits does not take into account the 
possibility of a woman becoming a mother without actually 
giving birth.

Is the Bill newly passed different from the one cleared 
by the Cabinet in 2016?

There are changes, including a reduction of punishment. The 
earlier version provided for a minimum jail term of 10 years 

for some offences; the present one sets a maximum of 10 
years. The present Bill forbids the surrogate mother to use 
her own gametes (eggs), gives her the option to withdraw 
before the embryo is implanted, and puts a condition for 
obtaining a “certificate of essentiality” that the intending 
couple needs —they must provide a 16-month insurance 
coverage for the surrogate mother including postpartum 
complications. The Bill did not make several changes 
sought by the Standing Committee.

OFFENCES AND PENALITIES

2016
(i) For violations, minimum jail term 5 years, fine upto 

Rs 10 lakh.

(ii) For initiating commercial surgery, minimum 5 years, 
fine up to Rs. 10 lakh.

(iii) For contravening any provision for which no 
punishment not specified, minimum 3 years, fine upto 
Rs 5 lakh.

(iv) For certain offences including exploitation, importing 
of embryo, minimum 10 yrs, fine upto Rs 10 lakh.

2018
(i)  Minimum term of 5 years replaced with maximum of 

5 years.

(ii)  Minimum term of 5 years replaced with maximum 
term of 5 years.

(iii) Minimum jail term of 3 years replaced with maximum 
term of 3 years.

(iv)  Minimum jail term of 10 years replaced with 
maximum 10 years.

What were these recommendations?

Pointing out that the Supreme Court has recognised live-in 
relationships, the Standing Committee had recommended 
that the government “broadbase the eligibility criteria in 
this regard and widen the ambit of persons who can avail 
surrogacy services by including live-in couples, divorced 
women/ widows”. It had countered the “altruistic surrogacy 
for married couples” argument and recommended that 
compensation be the norm and the word altruistic should 
be replaced with compensated. Altruistic surrogacy, it 
observed, is tantamount to exploitation. “Permitting women 
to provide reproductive labour for free to another person 
but preventing them from being paid for their reproductive 
labour is grossly unfair and arbitrary…altruistic surrogacy 
is another extreme and entails high expectations from 
a woman willing to become a surrogate without any 
compensation or reward but a decision based on noble 
intentions and kindness,” the report said.

The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) has announced the results of the first ever States’ 
Start-up Ranking 2018. Gujarat was ranked as the "Best Performer" in the States’ Start-up Ranking 2018. 
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Branch Name Phone Number

Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136

Ahmedabad 9227575027

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Prayagraj (Allahabad) 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816

Ambikapur 8823868882

Amritsar 9646606160

Asansol 7076880723

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bangalore 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhopal-Lalghati 9229174902

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Chennai 8939777224

Coimbatore 8110967668

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671/9250239674

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723/24

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Ayodhya (Faizabad) 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9204311416

Ghaziabad 9212229752/24

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9229174910

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865 /8790034792

Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar

7032410704

Indore 7581800952

Jabalpur 9229174905

Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894

Jammu 9419305561

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhalandhar 8557088164

Jhansi 9235253424

Jodhpur 9636512855

Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

Kanpur Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133

Infrastructure Leasing and Finance Company (IL&FS) said it has appointed N Sivaraman as group chief operating 
officer (COO).Sivaraman will be responsible for day-to-day operations and provide hands on leadership and 

oversight to the groups asset monetisation efforts.
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Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497/8017652045

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow Alambagh 
PO

9235253521

Lucknow Alambagh 
SSC

9235253438/66

Lucknow Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar

9235253548

Lucknow Mahanagar 
PO

9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram

9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 9208235067

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9208243884

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Munger 8881667750

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614

Nagpur Gandhinagar 9272273686/9272295576

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patiala 9780859721

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438

Rajkot 9979316870

Rampur 9208255388

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Rohtak 8930403886

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Tirupati 9581933099

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vijaywada 8886309897

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661

Rajasthan's Maheshwari Chauhan retained her women's skeet title at the 62nd National Shooting Championship 
Competitions (NSCC) for shotgun events. 



ONLINE
SPEED TEST CARD

Purchase Now
myshop.mahendras.org



61FEBRUARY 2019  MICA

The annual UN climate change conference (COP24) opened 
in the Polish city of Katowice on December 3, with the goal 
of finalising the implementation guidelines for the Paris 
Climate Change Agreement.

 The main achievement, it would seem, of the UN 
climate change ministerial that concluded at Katowice, 
Poland, recently was to put two giant climate deniers, 
Donald Trump and Jair Bolsonaro, in their place. The fact 
that the Paris Accord ‘rulebook’ has been ratified marks a 
step forward, even with the US threatening to withdraw 
from the deal — something it cannot do before 2020. 

 The creation of the rulebook at the annual year-
ending, two-week climate change conference, this time held 
in Katowice, Poland, has been hailed as an important step 
that has breathed life into the Paris Agreement. At the same 
time, several countries and nongovernmental organisations 
have said the deal reached in Katowice, though welcome, 
was not enough.

What is in the rulebook?

 # Broadly, the Paris Agreement, which seeks to keep the 
global average temperatures “well below” 2°C from 
pre-industrial times, specifies what steps countries 
need to take in the fight against climate change. The 
rulebook prescribes how to do those things, and how 
each of them would be measured and verified.

 # The rulebook contains various other processes and 
guidelines needed for implementing the other provisions 
of the Paris Agreement. In short, it holds the operational 
details of the Paris Agreement. That is why the Paris 
Agreement is just 27 pages long while the rulebook is 
spread over 133 pages, and is not yet complete. The 
rulebook is a dynamic document, meaning new rules 
can be added, or existing rules amended.

Has the rulebook addressed all issues it was meant to 
look at?

One important element could not be agreed upon and had 
to be deferred for until next year. This relates to Article 6 of 
the Paris Agreement which talks about setting up a market 

mechanism for trading of carbon emissions. An emissions 
trading system already exists under the Kyoto Protocol, 
though it has become ineffective over the last few years and 
is meant to end with the end of Kyoto Protocol in 2020.

A carbon market allows countries, or industries, to earn 
carbon credits for the emission reductions they make in 
excess of what is required of them. These carbon credits can 
be traded to the highest bidder in exchange of money. The 
buyers of carbon credits can show the emission reductions 
as their own and use them to meet their own reduction 
targets.

In the last few years, as several countries walked out of the 
Kyoto Protocol, and no country was feeling compelled to 
meet its 2020 emission reduction targets. Together, China 
and Brazil are estimated to account for about 70% of global 
unused carbon credits. When the rulebook was being 
discussed in Katowice, these countries argued that their 
unused carbon credits should be considered valid.

The battle was fought by Brazil, while countries like India 
and China offered silent support. The developed countries 
questioned the authenticity of the unused carbon credits, 
pointing to weak verification mechanisms of the Kyoto 
Protocol that allowed dubious projects to claim carbon 
credits. The developed countries also argued that some of the 
proposals being put forward by Brazil for the carbon markets 
would lead to double-counting of emission reductions.

The battle held up negotiations in Katowice for two days and 
a night. With no side willing to concede ground, there was 
no option but to defer the discussion over carbon markets 
to next year, while allowing for the rest of the rulebook to 
be finalised.

The confrontation has been put off for the time being, but 
will reemerge as soon as the discussions are taken up again 
next year. The fact that no side was ready for a compromise, 
and preferred to reengage at some other time, is an 
indication of the importance that countries are attaching to 
the new emission trading system, and their high stakes in 
that market. The reemergence of carbon market could be the 
next big thing to watch out for in the climate space.

UN Climate Change 
Conference 2018 Katowice, 

Poland

Noted historian and former Jamia Millia Islamia vice chancellor Mushirul Hasan passed away. He was nearing 
70.Known for his work on partition and history of Islam in south Asia, Hasan served as Jamia Millia Islamia vice 

chancellor between 2004-09.
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EDITORIAL WORD
BOORISH
PRONUNCIATION
(bo͝or′ĭsh)
Okay so let’s deal with this one !
Its is formed with the root word boor with a suffix ish.
While boor can be pronounced like “pour”, door, “endure” 
and ish can be pronounced like shhhh…..  so all together it 
pronounced like pour+shhh… …hence boorish and bob’s 
your uncle … isn’t it’s pronunciation is a piece of cake?
DEFINITIONS
Resembling or characteristic of a boor; rude and clumsy in 
behaviour.
Boorish behaviour, such as yelling for service in restaurants.
SYNONYMS          
BOORISH, CHURLISH, LOUTISH, CLOWNISH                 
ANTONYMS
POLITE, SOPHISTICATED, MANNERLY, GENTLE

EXAMPLES OF BOORISH IN A SENTENCE
John described his workplace where lines were regularly 
crossed and boorish behaviour was tolerated.
The comedian’s jokes were so boorish that the only ones 
left in the audience were those who were too drunk to take 
umbrage.
Even though the Commander was boorish with his men, he 
was always courteous to the female captives.
Ridan’s boorish behaviour in front of the judge earned him 
a night in jail for contempt of court.
After annoying all the cocktail waitresses for two hours, the 
boorish drunk was finally thrown out of the bar.
Whenever I find out that my boorish neighbour is going to 
have a cookout, I think up excuses to be away from home.
ROOT WORD
BOOR (BARBARIAN (noun) + ISH (suffix)
FIRST KNOWN USE OF BOORISH
1562

NEW AND TRICKY

SUFFIX - DESCRIPTION PART OF SPEECH MADE FROM EXAMPLES

Ish (pronounced 
like -shhh) Similar to something Adjective Noun or 

adjective
Reddish, yellowish, 
fiendish. loutish

OTHER PARTS OF SPEECH
Boorishly  (adverb)
ANTONYMS: rude, impolite, insolent
EXAMPLE SENTENCE
Skipper was in a foul mood as usual, and after boorishly 
and audibly berating other sailors he started performing hiss 
arts.
Boorishness   (uncountable noun)
ANTONYMS: discourtesy, insolence, presumption
EXAMPLE SENTENCE
Finding herself in difficulties owing to the boorishness of 
the people, he pointed to the peasants."
OTHER RELATED WORDS WITH SAME SUFFIX

• brutish(adj)-demonic  • bearish(adj)-brief
• blemish(noun)-flaw  • rakish(adj)-  
       charming/dashing
• coltish(adj)-cheerful  • dampish(adj)-soggy
• faddish(adj)-fashionable  • donnish(adj)-didactic
• ravish(v)-enchant  • garish(adj)-gaudy
• impish(adj)-naughty  • feverish(adj)-excited
• knavish(adj)-dishonest  • ghoulish(adj)-cruel
• frumpish(adj)-boring
TEST YOURSELF

Direction: In each of the following sentences there is a blank 
space given. Below each four words have been denoted by 
numbers (A), (B), (C) and (D). Find out which word can 
be filled up in the blank to make the sentence meaningfully 
complete, if there is no word required choose option (E).
1. The ____ general was ruthless in battle and never gave 

in to feelings of pity for his enemies.
 A. knavish    B. frumpish    C. brutish
 D. garish    E. donnish
2. Debra’s wedding ring is free of the slightest _____ , 

which is why it cost James so much money.
 A. ravish     B. blemish       C. knavish
 D. ghoulish     E. faddish
3.  Rappers are known for wearing ____ accessories like 

giant gold chains.
 A. coltish     B. bearish     C. brutish
 D. garish     E. dampish
4.  It was such a _____ movie nobody liked it.
 A. frumpish    B. knavish      C. feverish
 D. garish     E. ravish
5. Although the _____ pirate was wanted by several 

governments, he eluded arrest because of his popularity 
with the public.

 A. faddish    B. ghoulish     C. frumpish
 D. rakish    E. dampish

Cement Manufacturers Association (CMA) has elected Dalmia Cement (Bharat) group CEO Mahendra Singhi as 
its new President.Singhi takes over from the outgoing President Shailendra Chouksey.Singhi has earlier served as 

President of Rajasthan Manufacturers Association.
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sunil Arora
   9. Director General, ITBP RK Pachnanda
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajeev Mehrishi
  13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somnath
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director Alok Kumar Verma
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
  20. Chairman, UGC D.P. Singh
  21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K.N. Vyas
  23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
  24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
  26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
  27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
  31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
  33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N.K. Singh
  35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
  36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  37. President, ASSOCHAM Balkrishan Goenka
  38. Chairman, NASSCOM Rishad Premji
  39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
  40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
  41. Children Film Society of India, CEO Swati Pandey
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
  43. President, CII Rakesh Bharti Mittal
  44. President, FICCI Rashesh Shah
  45. Chairman, National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. Chairman, Investment Commission Ratan Tata
  49. Finance Secretary  Ajay Narayan Jha
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Sunil Mehta

Data as on 20th December, 2018
The Postgraduate Diploma in Business Analytics (PGDBA) programme offered jointly by three premier 

institutions in West Bengal, including IIT Kharagpur, has been ranked first in the country and the second place in 
Asia in the business analytics category by a university rating organisation.
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Q.1  Where did President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated 
the 5th Enterprise India Exhibition?

 (1) Yangon (2) Mandalay (3) Naypyidaw
 (4) Taunggyi (5) Mawlamyine
Q.2  Government of India and Asian Development Bank 

(ADB) have signed a __ Million Loan Agreement 
to reduce floods and the riverbank erosion in 
Assam.

 (1) $110 (2) $500 (3) $80
 (4) $60 (5) $50
Q.3  Where was 18th meeting of the India-Russia Inter-

Governmental Commission on Military Technical 
Cooperation (IRIGC-MTC) held?

 (1) Kolkata (2) Mumbai (3) New Delhi
 (4) Kochi (5) Panaji
Q.4  Who has been nominated as President of the FTII 

Society and Chairman of FTII Governing Council 
by Government of India?

 (1) Rajesh Gautam  (2) Mohit Nagar
 (3) Brijendra Pal Singh (4) Suresh Kalra
 (5) Naresh Agrawal
Q.5  Which bank has received the RBI's permission to 

open as many as 40 branches?
 (1) Paytm Bank (2) IPPB 
 (3) HDFC Bank (4) Bandhan Bank
 (5) Reliance Bank
Q.6  Who took Oath of Office and Secrecy as Member, 

Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)?
 (1) Ram Naresh Singh (2) Dhananjay Singh
 (3) Deepak Thakur (4) Abhishek Malhotra
 (5) Bharat Bhushan Vyas
Q.7  Where did Jammu and Kashmir Director General 

of Police Dilbag Singh inaugurated the first women 
police station?

 (1) Leh (2) Jammu (3) Ladakh
 (4) Kashmir (5) Siachen
Q.8  Which government conferred MC Mary Kom 

with the title "Meethoileima" for her outstanding 
achievement in the field of boxing?

 (1) Nagaland (2) Manipur (3) Assam
 (4) Mizoram (5) Tripura
Q.9  Who will be the new chief minister of Mizoram?
 (1) Zoramthanga  (2) Tarun Agarwala
 (3) Albert Haokip (4) Micheal Chen
 (5) Thoibi Kumar

Q.10  Who has been appointed as the presiding officer in 
the Securities Appellate Tribunal, Mumbai?

 (1) Ranjan Gogoi (2) Justice Tarun Agarwala
 (3) Madan Lokur  (4) Arjan Kumar Sikri
 (5) Sharad Arvind Bobde
Q.11  Who has become the first Indian Table Tennis 

player to be decorated with the 'Breakthrough Table 
Tennis Star' award at the prestigious International 
Table Tennis Federation Star Awards in Incheon?

 (1) Ma Long (2) Sharath Kamal Achanta
 (3) Manika Batra (4) Timo Boll
 (5) Soumyajit Ghosh
Q.12  What is the full form of DSRV?
 (1) Dangerous Sea Rescue Vehicle
 (2) Dangerous Submergence Rescue Vehicle
 (3) Deep Sea Rescue Vehicle
 (4) Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle
 (5) None of these
Q.13. What is the economic growth forecast of 2018-19 

for India by the Asian Development Bank?
 (1) 7.3 per cent (2) 7.9 per cent (3) 7.6 per 

cent (4) 7.1 per cent (5) 7.7 per cent
Q.14  What is the economic growth forecast of 2019-20 

for India by the Asian Development Bank?
 (1) 7.3 per cent (2) 7.9 per cent (3) 7.6 per cent
 (4) 7.1 per cent (5) 7.7 per cent
Q.15  Where was the fourth Partners' Forum held?
 (1) Mumbai (2) New Delhi (3) Kolkata
 (4) Lucknow (5) Chennai
Q.16  18th All India Annual Conference of the Heads of 

Science Centre's and Museums is held at ___.
 (1) Itanagar (2) Aizawl (3)  Kalimpong
 (4) Kangpokpi (5) Senapati
Q.17  Who has become the Vice-Chair of the UN Panel 

of Auditors?
 (1) Rajiv Mehrishi (2) Urjit Patel
 (3) Shashikant Das (4) Raghuram Rajan
 (5) Manmohan Singh
Q.18  Who has been named as the new governor of the 

Reserve Bank of India?
 (1) Rajiv Mehrishi (2) Shaktikanta Das
 (3) Rajiv Gauba  (4) R Gandhi
 (5) Sanjay Baru
Q.19  Jamal Khashoggi has been included in the TIME's 
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Person of the Year list. He belongs to which 
country?

 (1) Turkey (2) Saudi Arabia (3) Pakistan
 (4) Iraq (5) Qatar
Q.20  The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will provide 

USD __ million loan to develop tourism and boost 
jobs in Tamil Nadu.

 (1) 102 (2) 31 (3) 60
 (4) 58 (5) 45
Q.21  According to a study by global employment 

website Indeed, which company tops the list of 
leading technology organisations to work for in 
India?

 (1) Adobe (2) Nvidia (3) Microsoft
 (4) Infosys (5) Wipro
Q.22 Which country has become a full member of 

the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), an 
international body set up to combat money 
laundering, terrorist financing and other threats to 
the international financial system?

 (1) Iraq (2) Israel (3) Pakistan
 (4) Iran (5) Somalia
Q.23  Senior Congress leader CN Balakrishnan passed 

away. He was from which state?
 (1) Karnataka (2) Andhra Pradesh
 (3) Kerala (4) Telangana
 (5) Goa
Q.24  Which company has inked a pact with Israel's Elbit 

Systems to provide high mobility vehicles (HMV) 
for mounting Elbit Systems' artillery guns and 
systems?

 (1) Ashok Leyland (2) Maruti-Suzuki
 (3) Hindustan Motors (4) Hyundai
 (5) Mahindra & Mahindra
Q.25  Who won the coveted Miss World 2018 crown 

at the 68th edition of the prestigious Miss World 
grand event held in the Chinese city, Sanya?

 (1) Nicolene Limsnukan
 (2) Maria Vasilevich
 (3) Kadijah Robinson
 (4) Vanessa Ponce de Leon
 (5) Quiin Abenakyo
Q.26  What is the name of the exercise between Indian 

Air Force and Russian Federation Aerospace 
Force?

 (1) AVIAINDRA  (2) VAYU INDRA

 (3) AIR INDRA (4) AKASHINDRA
 (5) INDRA
Q.27  Where is the 10th edition of "INDRA NAVY" a 

bilateral maritime exercise between Indian Navy 
and Russian Federation Navy held?

 (1) Tuticorin  (2) Kochi
 (3) Visakhapatnam (4) Chennai
 (5) Mumbai
Q.28  Who has created the world record for highest first-

class debut score?
 (1) Ajay Rohera  (2) Virat Kohli
 (3) Cheteshwar Pujara (4) K. L. Rahul
 (5) Devendra Bishoo
Q.29  Where will Khelo India Youth Games-2019 be 

held?
 (1) Maharashtra (2) Bihar (3) Odisha
 (4) Sikkim (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.30  Who has created history by winning this year's 

Mister Supranational title?
 (1) Jakub Kucner 
 (2) Ennio Fafieanie
 (3) Prathamesh Maulingkar 
 (4) Kevin Dasom
 (5) Jenny Kim
Q.31  Where is Kannur International Airport Ltd? 
 (1) Karnataka (2) Kerala (3) Tamil Nadu
 (4) Odisha (5) Maharashtra
Q.32  Rishabh Pant equalled the world record of most 

catches in a Test by a wicket keeper,how many 
catches did he took?

 (1) 9 (2) 11  (3) 18
 (4) 13 (5) 12
Q.33  When is Submarine Day celebrated by the Indian 

Navy?
 (1) 8th December (2) 9th December
 (3) 10th December (4) 11th December
 (5) 12th December
Q.34  Where was the 1st International Conference on 

Sustainable Water Management held?
 (1) Kolkata (2) Mohali  (3) Shimla
 (4) Goa (5) Chennai
Q.35  Regional Conference on 'Good Governance- Focus 

on Aspirational Districts' was organised in __.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate on December 25 the Bogibeel Bridge, India's longest rail-road 
bridge, connecting the north and south banks of the Brahmaputra, falling in the eastern part of Assam and 

Arunachal Pradesh. The bridge is 4.94 km long.
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 (1) Tamil Nadu (2) Gujarat (3) Haryana
 (4) Odisha (5) Kerala
Q.36  Who became the champion of the Federation 

Equestrian International's (FEI) World Jumping 
Challenge?

 (1) Sachin Arora  (2) Rishab Mehta 
 (3) Basant Sharma (4) Randhir Malhotra
 (5) Mayank Agrawal
Q.37  What is the name of the Regional Level Marine 

Oil Pollution Response Exercise conducted by the 
Indian Coast Guard?

 (1) Green Sea - 2018 (2) Swachh Sea - 2018
 (3) Clean Sea - 2018 (4) Free Sea - 2018
 (5) Blue Sea - 2018
Q.38  Which international airport has handled a record 

1,007 aircraft movements in a day, bettering 
its earlier record of 1,003 flight movements in 
24-hours?

 (1)  Indira Gandhi International Airport, Delhi 
 (2)  Rajiv Gandhi International Airport, Hyderabad 
 (3) Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport, 

Mumbai 
 (4) Chennai International Airport, Chennai 
 (5) Kempegowda International Airport, Bangalore
Q.39 Where was the Gulf Cooperation Council's leaders' 

meeting held?
 (1) Qatar (2) Jordan (3) Israel
 (4) Saudi Arabia (5) UAE
Q.40. When is 'International Human Rights Day' 

celebrated?
 (1) Nov-10 (2) Dec-10 (3) Jan-10
 (4) Jun-10 (5) Mar-10
Q.41  Which Indian IT Company will acquire selected 

IBM software products for USD 1.8 billion (over 
Rs 12,700 crore)?

 (1) Infosys (2) Wipro (3) TCS
 (4) HCL Technologies (5) Satma Technologies
Q.42  Prime Minister Narendra Modi has emerged as the 

most popular global leader on which social media 
platform with 14.8 million followers?

 (1) Twitter (2) Instagram (3) Facebook
 (4) LinkedIn (5) Pinterest
Q.43  Yasir Shah became the fastest cricketer to take 200 

Test wickets. He belongs to which country?

 (1) India (2) Pakistan (3) Bangladesh
 (4) Australia (5) England
Q.44  Former national champion Arun Kumar Shaw 

passed away. He was a related to __.
 (1) Cricket (2) Swimming (3) Hockey
 (4) Shooting (5) Badminton
Q.45  According to WIPO's World Intellectual Property 

Indicators 2018 report, the number of patents 
granted by India shot up by __ in 2017.

 (1) 10% (2) 20% (3) 30%
 (4) 40% (5) 50%
Q.46  Who has been elected unopposed to an Asia Pacific 

seat on the UN's Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (CESCR)?

 (1) Preeti Saran  (2) Subhangi Sarkar
 (3) Mohini Chawla (4) Neetu Pasi
 (5) Rani Sharma
Q.47  The book titled 'Blue Waters Ahoy!' - chronicling 

the Indian Navy's History from 2001-10 is written 
by?

 (1) Robin K. Dhowan (2) Sunil Lanba
 (3) G. Ashok Kumar (4) Karambir Singh
 (5) Harish Bisht
Q.48  Noted __ Jayaraman has passed away.
 (1) Biologist  (2) Economist 
 (3) Agriculturalist (4) Educationalist
 (5) None of these
Q.49  The government has appointed Lalit Kumar 

Chandel, economic advisor in the Department of 
Financial Services, as its nominee on the board of 
which bank?

 (1) ICICI Bank (2) Axis Bank 
 (3) Federal Bank (4) State bank of India
 (5) None of these
Q.50  The Government of India has signed an agreement 

on Co-operation and Mutual Assistance in Customs 
Matters with which country?

 (1) Venezuela (2) Peru (3) Cuba
 (4) Philippine (5) Taiwan
Q.51  According to the 'Global Carbon Project', what is 

the place of India as emitter of carbon dioxide in 
the world?

 (1) First (2) Second (3) Third
 (4) Fourth (5) Fifth

The Union Cabinet approved a pact between India and France in the field of energy efficiency and conservation. 
The Union Cabinet chaired by PM  Narendra Modi has been apprised of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

between India and France in the field of energy efficiency/energy conservation.
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Q.52  Where is the World Youth Under-16 Chess 
Olympiad organised?

 (1) Turkey (2) Japan (3) China
 (4) Italy (5) France
Q.53  Which actor has topped the Forbes India's annual 

list of the highest-paid celebrities of the year?
 (1) Akshay Kumar (2) Salman Khan
 (3) Shahrukh Khan (4) Prabhas
 (5) Ajay Devgan
Q.54  Where will 2023 World Athletics Championships 

be held?
 (1) Hungary (2) Italy (3) USA
 (4) Scotland (5) Russia
Q.55  The Reserve Bank of India has retained the 

economic growth rate at __for the current fiscal in 
its fifth bimonthly monetary policy review.

 (1) 7.7 percent (2) 6.4 percent (3) 7.4 percent
 (4) 8.1 percent (5) 9.2 percent
Q.56  Who has been appointed as the CEO of International 

Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF)?
 (1) Jon Ridgeon  (2) Mo Farah
 (3) Usain Bolt  (4) Michael Phelps 
 (5) Budhia Singh
Q.57  Who has become the Youngest Asian Woman to 

won the Iron Man title at Busselton, Australia?
 (1) Manu Bhaker (2) Saikhom Mirabai Chanu
 (3) Ravija Singal (4) Vinesh Phogat
 (5) Manika Batra
Q.58  Cheng Kaijia, the father of __ atomic arsenal has 

passed away.
 (1) China (2) Taiwan (3) Japan
 (4) Vietnam (5) North Korea
Q.59  What is the name of India's heaviest satellite?
 (1) GSAT-1 (2) GSAT-11 (3) GSAT-21
 (4) GSAT-31 (5) GSAT-41
Q.60  Who has bagged the 2018 Ballon d'Or?
 (1) Luka Modric  (2) Lionel Messi
 (3) Cristiano Ronaldo (4) Neymar
 (5) Kevin De Bruyne
Q.61  Aparna Basu has died recently. She was chairman 

of which institution?
 (1) Gram Khadi Udyog 
 (2) Anand Milk Udyog

 (3) National Gandhi Museum
 (4) National Freedom Museum
 (5) None of these
Q.62  South African President Cyril Ramaphosa has 

appointed which female lawyer as the head of 
National Prosecuting Authority?

 (1) Sonia Sotomayor (2) Elena Kagan
 (3) Shameela Batowi (4) Indira Jaising
 (5) Gloria Allred
 Explanation: South African President Cyril 

Ramaphosa has appointed Shameela Batowi, a 
respected female lawyer as the head of National 
Prosecuting Authority.

Q.63  External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and her 
counterpart Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan jointly 
inaugurated the Gandhi-Zayed Digital Museum in 
__.

 (1) Al Ain (2) Masdar City (3) New Delhi
 (4) Mumbai (5) Abu Dhabi
Q.64  India and the __ signed two agreements, including 

one on currency swap.
 (1) UAE (2) Iran (3) USA
 (4) Israel (5) China
Q.65  Where is India Water Impact Summit-2018 held?
 (1) Jaipur (2) Shimla (3) Kedarnath
 (4) New Delhi (5) Mumbai
Q.66  "SHINYUU Maitri-18" is a bilateral Air Exercise 

between India and which country?
 (1) Indonesia (2) Thailand (3) Cambodia
 (4) Japan (5) China
Q.67  Who has been appointed as new Finance Secretary?
 (1) Sanjay Kothari (2) Ajay Narayan Jha
 (3) I.V. Subba Rao (4) Nripendra Misra
 (5) Dr. Pramod Kumar Misra
Q.68  Yes Bank has appointed former Insurance 

Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDA) 
chief __ as an independent director for five years.

 (1) Dr.Subhash Chandra Khuntia
 (2) G. R. Surya Kumar
 (3) T.S. Vijayan
 (4) V.S. Narendra Chandra
 (5) V. V. N. Kiran Kumar Sarma
Q.69  The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will provide a 

USD 85 million loan to improve skill development 
eco-system in which state?

Seven-time former national champion swimmer Arun Kumar Shaw passed away. He was 82. Shaw was the first 
swimmer from Bengal to receive the Arjuna Award in 1967. An elegant butterfly swimmer, Shaw won his first 

national championship in 1958 as a member of the Bengal team.
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 (1) West Bengal (2) Odisha (3) Bihar
 (4) Sikkim (5) Kerala
Q.70  Where is the 80th Session of the Policy Commission 

of the World Customs Organization (WCO) being 
organised?

 (1) Kolkata (2) Mumbai (3) Chennai
 (4) Hyderabad (5) Cuttack
Q.71  Which country has decided to withdraw its 

membership from the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)?

 (1) Qatar (2) Saudi Arabia (3) Venezuela
 (4) Indonesia (5) Nigeria
Q.72  Where was ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting 

Plus (ADMM-Plus) Experts' Working Group on 
Military Medicine being held?

 (1) Mumbai (2) Surat (3) Lucknow
 (4) Kolkata (5) Hampi
Q.73  Where is the 12th India-UAE Joint Commission 

Meeting for Economic and Technical Cooperation 
being held?

 (1) Manama (2) Doha (3) Abu Dhabi
 (4) Dubai (5) Sharjah
Q.74  Which organisation has unveiled 200 billion US 

Dollars in climate action investment for 2021 to 
2025?

 (1) World Bank  
 (2) IMF
 (3) United Nations 
 (4) Asian Development Bank
 (5) International Development Organisation
Q.75  Former Lok Sabha MP from Maharashtra Dr 

Gunvantrao Sarode died. He was from which 
party?

 (1) Bhartiya Janta Party 
 (2) AIADMK
 (3) Biju Janta Dal  
 (4) Bahujan Samaj Party
 (5) TDP
Q.76  Who has won the Gold Medal in the 57 Kilogram 

category in Tata Motors Senior National 
Championship?

 (1) Vinesh Phogat (2) Babita Kumari

 (3) Kavita Devi  (4) Sakshi Malik

 (5) None of these

Q.77  Which country will host the annual G20 summit in 
2022?

 (1) Japan (2) China (3) India

 (4) Italy (5) France

Q.78  Which bank has appointed A S Rajeev as its 
Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer?

 (1) Bank of Punjab (2) Bank of Karnataka

 (3) Bank of India (4) Bank of Maharashtra

 (5) Bank of Baroda

Q.79  The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved 
merger of__, India with SBM Bank (India).

 (1) SBM (Nepal)  (2) SBM (France)

 (3) SBM (Singapore) (4) SBM (Mauritius)

 (5) None of these

Q.80  NHPC has entered into agreement with the 
country's largest lender State Bank of India for a 
term-loan of ___.

 (1) Rs 5040 crore (2) Rs 5200 crore

 (3) Rs 500 crore  (4) Rs 1500 crore

 (5) Rs 2500 crore

Q.81  Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador has been sworn in 
as President of which country?

 (1) Italy (2) Spain (3) Mexico

 (4) France (5) Greece

Q.82 Salome Zurabishvili has been elected as the first 
woman president of which country?

 (1) Iran (2) Taiwan (3) Japan

 (4) Georgia (5) Scotland

Q.83  Where will the Second Meeting of 'NITI Forum for 
North East' be held?

 (1) Imphal (2) Guwahati (3) Patna

 (4) Lucknow (5) Chennai

Q.84  Where is the Hornbill Festival 2018 being 
celebrated?

 (1) Imphal (2) Raipur (3) Kohima

 (4) Shillong (5) None of these

Q.85  Which organisation has celebrated its 54th Raising 
Day on 1st December?

 (1) Border Security Force (BSF)

 (2) Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)

Former Colombian president Belisario Betancur died. He was 95. who was president of the South American 
country from 1982 to 1986.
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 (3) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)

 (4) Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)

 (5) National Security Guard (NSG)

Q.86  Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has given its 
approval for acquisition of defence equipment for 
about___.

 (1) Rs 500 crore  (2) Rs 4100 crore

 (3) Rs 3,000 crore (4) Rs 58000 crore

 (5) Rs 300 crore

Q.87  Where was the First Directorate General Armed 
Forces Medical Services (DGAFMS) Military 
Medicine Conclave held?

 (1) Guwahati (2) New Delhi (3) Kolkata

 (4) Jammu (5) Surat

Q.88  Who has become the first ever Indian individual 
medal winner in an international ultra-running 
event?

 (1) S. Chikkarangappa (2) Ullas Narayan

 (3) Surat Chaudhary (4) Mohan Kumar

 (5) Dhananjay Singh

Q.89  India's ___ finished tied-second, alongside France's 
Matthieu Pavon, at the AfrAsia Bank Mauritius 
Open - perhaps the most noteworthy result of his 
professional career.

 (1) S. Chikkarangappa (2) Ullas Narayan

 (3) Puneet Sharma (4) Rakesh Singh

 (5) Budhan Prasad

Q.90  Who is the founder of modern UAE?

 (1) Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan

 (2) Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan

 (3) Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum

 (4) Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin Mohamed Al-Qasimi

Q.91. According to National Council of Applied 
Economic Research (NCAER), Indian 
economy is projected to grow at __in the 
current fiscal.

 (1) 7-7.4 per cent (2) 6-7.4 per cent 

 (3) 7-4.8 per cent (4) 7.1-7.3 per cent

 (5) 6-7 per cent 
Q.92. India and __ have signed a protocol on hygiene and 

inspection requirements for the exports. 
 (1) China (2) Japan (3) Pakistan
 (4) Bangladesh (5) Myanmar

Q.93. Veteran theatre personality Biplab Ketan 
Chakraborty died. He was related to which 
theatre?

 (1) Bengali (2) Assamese (3) Odiya
 (4) Bhojpuri (5) Kannada 
Q.94. List of "intangible heritage" for the world to 

treasure is maintained by which agency of UN?
 (1) UNEP (2) UNDP (3) UNCTAD
 (4) WTO (5) UNESCO
Q.95. Joint military exercise "Hand in Hand" is conducted 

between the militaries of which countries?
 (1) India- Thailand (2) India- Bhutan
 (3) India- China  (4) India- Myanmar
 (5) India- Nepal
Q.96. Annual bilateral maritime exercise "Konkan 18" is 

conducted between the navies of which countries?
 (1) India- Thailand (2) India- USA
 (3) India- China  (4) India- Britain
 (5) India- Japan
Q.97. Maharashtra Government approved a 16% 

reservation for which community in jobs and 
educational institutes under the socially and 
educationally backward class (SEBC)?

 (1) Gujjar (2) Maratha (3) Jat
 (4) Punjabi (5) Muslim
Q.98. Where will Indian Owl Festival be held?
 (1) Kolkata (2) Pune (3) Bhopal
 (4) Jaipur (5) Panaji
Q.99  The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 

successfully launched the earth observation 
satellite. What is the name of the satellite?

 (1) Sky-1 (2) Space Eye (3) HysIS
 (4) ISplanet (5) Vigil-1
Q.100  Who has been appointed as Chairman of Union 

Public Service Commission (UPSC)?
 (1) Vimal Sharma (2) Arvind Saxena
 (3) Mihir Kalra  (4) Raghuveer Singh
 (5) Mahesh Nath
Q.101  Who has been appointed as Chairman of National 

Skill Development Corporation (NSDC)?

 (1) Rajesh Talwar (2) A. M. Naik

 (3) Piyush Sharma (4) Markanday Singh

 (5) Shashank Gupta

Donald Trump the President of USA nominated William Barr, a conservative lawyer who was attorney general in 
the administration of the late George H W Bush, to lead the Department of Justice.
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Q.102  Which of the following has been honoured as 
the 'Asian of The Year' awards, for their selfless 
service and bravery in rescue operations during the 
devastating floods in Kerala?

 (1) Commander (Pilot) Vijay Varma

 (2) Captain (Pilot) P Raj Kumar

 (3) Commander (Pilot) Suraj Singh

 (4) 1 & 2

 (5) All of the above

Q.103  Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan laid the 
foundation stone for a corridor linking Gurdwara 
Darbar Sahib in Pakistan's Kartarpur to Dera Baba 
Nanak shrine in India. In which district is Dera 
Baba Nanak shrine?

 (1) Gurdaspur (2) Amritsar (3) Faridkot

 (4) Bathinda (5) Mohali

Q.104  US based banking solutions provider NCR 
Corporation has signed an agreement with which 
bank for providing IT support services to the ATM 
network?

 (1) State Bank of India  

 (2) Federal Bank

 (3) Union Bank of India 

 (4) Indian Bank

 (5) Punjab National Bank

Q.105  Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh launched 
Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) for 
which state?

 (1) Arunachal Pradesh (2) Haryana

 (3) Punjab  (4) Himachal Pradesh

 (5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.106  National Green Tribunal (NGT) has imposed a fine 
of ___on the West Bengal government for failing to 
take steps to improve the air quality of Kolkata and 
Howrah.

 (1) Rs. 1 crore (2) Rs. 5 crore (3) Rs. 10 crore

 (4) Rs. 15 crore (5) Rs. 20 crore

Q.107  Mohammed Aziz passed away recently, he was __.

 (1) Actor (2) Singer (3) Dancer

 (4) Musician (5) Lyricist

Q.108  Justice Girdhar Malviya has been named as the 
new chancellor of which university?

 (1) Gorakhpur University

 (2) Aligarh Muslim University

 (3) Annamalai University

 (4) Jawahar Lal Nehru University

 (5) Banaras Hindu University

Q.109  Where will the International Gita Festival, 2018, be 
organise?

 (1) Kurukshetra (2) Mathura (3) Dwarka

 (4) Gurugram (5) Rohtak

Q.110  Government of India and ADB have signed a __ 
loan agreement to provide 24 x7 water supply in 
Karnataka's four coastal towns of Kundapura, 
Mangalore Puttur and Udupi and improve 
sanitation infrastructure for Mangalore town.

 (1) $155 million  (2) $75 million 

 (3) $100 million  (4) $150 million

 (5) $58 million

Q.111  Popular folk singer and poet Pratap Chand Sharma 
died. He was from which state?

 (1) Haryana  (2) Jammu & Kashmir

 (3) Himachal Pradesh (4) Uttar Pradesh

 (5) Kerala

Q.112  Which state government has launched a Public 
Bicycle Sharing system "Mo Cycle"?

 (1) Manipur (2) Odisha (3) Goa

 (4) Kerala (5) Assam

Q.113  Who was unanimously elected as the President 
of the Federation of Motor Sports Clubs of India 
(FMSCI)?

 (1) Sachin Arora (2) Suhail Khan

 (3) Prakash Jha (4) J Prithiviraj

 (5) Vijay Krishnan

Q.114  Professor Punyasloke Bhaduri was awarded the 
prestigious ___ by the central government for 
2017-18.

 (1) Bharat Ratna 

 (2) Eklavya Award

 (3) Swarnajayanti Fellowship

 (4) Khel Ratna

 (5) Drona Award
Q.115  Iravatham Mahadevan who passed away recently 

was a __.
 (1) Epigraphist (2) Anthropology
 (3) Archaeology (4) Psychologists
 (5) Audiologists

Kotak Mahindra Bank and Saraswat Co-operative Bank have started providing various banking services on 
messaging platform WhatsApp. Kotak Mahindra Bank in a communication to its customers said that their queries 

related to bank account, debit and credit cards will be addressed through WhatsApp.
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Q.116  Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
has announced a minimum of how many years 
suspension for players found guilty of age fraud?

 (1) 5 (2) 3  (3) 2
 (4) 1 (5) Life Time
Q.117  Who has been appointed as the next Chief Election 

Commissioner?
 (1) Sunil Arora (2) Dinesh Bharti  
 (3) Mahesh Das (4) Purab Sen
 (5) None of these 
Q.118  Who has won the 2018 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix title?
 (1) Ralf Schumacher (2) Nico Rosberg
 (3) Max Verstappen (4) Ayrton Senna
 (5) Lewis Hamilton
Q.119  Nageshwara Rao Guntur has been appointed as 

chairperson of the AERB. What is the full form of 
AERB?

 (1) Agricultural Energy Regulatory Board
 (2) Aviation Energy Regulatory Board
 (3) Atomic Energy Regulatory Board
 (4) Automatic Energy Regulatory Board
 (5) None of these
Q.120  Which state has launched Tourist Police which will 

work for the security of the tourist in the state?
 (1) Jammu & Kashmir (2) Nagaland  
 (3) Goa  (4) Manipur
 (5) Assam
Q.121  Where is the country's first Hyper Converged 

Infrastructure (HCI) State Data Centre 
inaugurated?

 (1) Hyderabad (2) Chennai (3) Bangalore
 (4) Dehradun (5) Lucknow
Q.122  Government of India and Asian Development 

Bank (ADB) have signed how many dollar Loan 
Agreement to improve State Highways in Bihar?

 (1) $50 Million  (2) $200 Million
 (3) $150 Million  (4) $250 Million
 (5) $100 Million 
Q.123  Who has won the men's singles title of Syed Modi 

International Badminton Championships?
 (1) Ajay Singh  (2) Sameer Verma 
 (3) Amit Vishwakarma (4) Naresh Agarwal
 (5) Ravi Ahuja

Q.124  National Festival for Children of Child Care 
Institutions (CCIs) of the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development (MWCD) was inaugurated 
New Delhi. What is the name of the festival?

 (1) Bachpan 2018 (2) Baal Samaroh 2018
 (3) Hausla 2018  (4) Utsav 2018
 (5) None of these 
Q.125 Who became the first female boxer to win 6 gold 

medals in a World Boxing Championships? 
 (1) Jelena Mrdjenovich 
 (2) Hanna Okhota
 (3) Claressa Shields
 (4) Irma Sanchez
 (5) M C Mary Kom
Q.126 Who has been named the captain of the ICC 

Women's World Twenty20 XI?
 (1) Smriti Mandhana (2) Poonam Yadav
 (3) Harmanpreet Kaur (4) Shantha Rangaswamy
 (5) Anju Jain
Q.127 Which country has won the Women's World T20 

title for the fourth time?
 (1) India (2) Pakistan (3) Australia 
 (4) Scotland (5) New Zealand
Q.128 A 70-feet tall statue of Lord Buddha was unveiled 

at Rajgir. In which district of bihar is Rajgir 
located?

 (1) Araria  (2) Nalanda  (3) Vaishali
 (4) Gaya (5) Madhubani
Q.129  A. Bhavani Devi has become the first Indian to win 

the Gold Medal in the senior Commonwealth ___ 
championship in Canberra, Australia. 

 (1) Fencing (2) Equestrianism (3) Gymnastic
 (4) Skating (5) Squash
Q.130 Veteran Congress leader C K Jaffer Sharief has 

passed away recently. He has served on which 
portfolio at central level?

 (1) Education Minister (2) Railway Minister 
 (3) Home Minister  (4) Finance Minister 
 (5) Skill Minister 
Q.131 What is the other name of the Dehradun airport?
 (1) Himalayan Airport (2) Mac Mohan Airport
 (3) Jolly Grant Airport (4) Uttarakhand Airport
 (5) Badrinath Airport

American President Donald Trump nominated chief State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert as US' 
next envoy to the UN to replace the outgoing Indian-American Nikki Haley. She was made the state department 

spokeswoman in April 2017, her first government position.
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Q.132 Which state has launched web portal 'Bhudaar' 
and 'Bhuseva' to make land records available to 
people?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Andhra Pradesh
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Odisha
 (5) Manipur
Q.133 Which organisation has appointed Millie Bobby 

Brown as it's youngest-ever Goodwill Ambassador?
 (1) UNICEF (2) WTO (3) WWF
 (4) UNDP (5) IMF
Q.134  Where was the First India Russia Strategic 

Economic Dialogue held?
 (1) Yekaterinburg (2) Novosibirsk
 (3) St. Petersburg (4) Moscow
 (5) Chelyabinsk
Q.135  Where was Artistic Gymnastics World Cup 

held?
 (1) Hamburg (2) Cottbus (3) Frankfurt
 (4) Munich (5) Berlin
Q.136  International Film Festival of India (IFFI) has 

nominated how many movies for this year's 
International Council for Film, Television and 
Audio-visual Communication (ICFT) UNESCO 
Gandhi Medal?

 (1) 10 (2) 12 (3) 15
 (4) 4 (5) 6
Q.137  Devadas Mallya Mangalore, chairman of the 

InterGlobe Aviation Company died recently.  
InterGlobe Aviation Company operates which 
airline?

 (1) GoAir (2) IndiGo (3) Jet Airways
 (4) SpiceJet (5) Vistara
Q.138  Who won a double gold in junior sport pistol?
 (1) Manu Bhaker  (2) Ravi Kumar 
 (3) Rahi Sarnobat (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.139  Equestrian Premier League is related to which 

sports?
 (1) Golf (2) Foot Ball 
 (3) Horse Riding (4) Bike Racing
 (5) Basketball
Q.140  Which country has won the Davis Cup Titles 

maximum times?
 (1) United States (2) Sweden (3) Australia
 (4) Croatia (5) Spain

Q.141 Joyce Msuya has been appointed as acting 
Executive Director of ___.

 (1) UNEP  (2) UNICEF (3) UNDP
 (4) UNCTAD (5) IMF
Q.142 Who has been appointed as the first 'Youth 

Advocate' of the north eastern region by the 
UNICEF to fight for child rights?

 (1) Nahid Afrin  (2) Salman Khan
 (3) Hrithik Roshan (4) Mukesh Khanna
 (5) None of these
Q.143 Who inaugurated the 6th edition of Adventure at 

Mechuka festival?
 (1) Nahid Afrin  (2) Salman Khan 
 (3) Hritik Roshan (4) Mukesh Khanna
 (5) None of these
Q.144 Ustad Imrat Khan, who died recently was a __.
 (1) Violinist   (2) Sitarist (3) Guitarist
 (4) Tabla Maestro (5) Flute Maestro 
Q.145 The Union Cabinet approved a MoU between 

India and __ on consumer protection and legal 
metrology. 

 (1) China (2) Maldives (3) Taiwan
 (4) Japan (5) Mauritius
Q.146 Kim Jong Yang has been elected President of ___.
 (1) UN (2) IMF (3) Interpol 
 (4) BIS (5) None of these
Q.147 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, its ex-post facto approval to 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and 
Agreement on co-operation on youth matters in the 
field of sports signed with which country?

 (1) Afghanistan (2) Pakistan (3) Vietnam
 (4) Tajikistan  (5) China
Q.148. Union Cabinet has approved the setting up of 

Medical College at Silvassa. Silvassa is the capital 
of ___.

 (1) Daman and Diu (2) Lakshadweep
 (3) Puducherry (4) Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
 (5) Dadra and Nagar Haveli

Q.149  Who will be honoured with the FIAPF Award at 
the 12th Asia Pacific Screen Awards (APSA)?

 (1) Nandita Das (2) Salman Khan 

 (3) AR Rahman (4) Amitabh Bachchan

 (5) Sahrukh khan
The government appointed ISB Hyderabad Professor Krishnamurthy Subramanian as Chief Economic Adviser 
for a period of three years.The post of CEA had been lying vacant since Arvind Subramanaian left the finance 

ministry after a four-year stint earlier this year.



GENERAL AWARENESS

73FEBRUARY 2019  MICA
Ex AVIAINDRA, a service specific exercise between Indian Air Force and Russian Federation Aerospace 

Force (RFSAF), is planned at Air Force Station Jodhpur from 10-21 Dec 2018.The inaugural IAF-RFSAF Ex 
AVIAINDRA was conducted in 2014. 

Q.150  Which of the given has been selected among the 
winners of the Asia Environment Enforcement 
Awards?

 (1) World Wildlife Federation

 (2) Wildlife Crime Control Bureau

 (3) National Bureau of Wildlife

 (4) Ministry of Environment

 (5) None of these

Q.151  India and Australia signed __agreements to boost 
investments and enhance cooperation in key sectors 
like disability, agricultural research and education.

 (1) 100.00% (2) 200.00% (3) 300.00%

 (4) 400.00% (5) 500.00%

Q.152  Who is the Prime Minister of Fiji?

 (1)  Waisale Serevi (2) Jioji Konrote

 (3) Frank Bainimarama (4) Mahendra Chaudhry

 (5) George Speight

Q.153  Noted Pakistani poet and __ activist Fahmida Riaz 
has passed away.

 (1) Animal Rights (2) LGBT rights

 (3) Environment Right (4) Human Rights

 (5) None of these

Q.154  Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated 
Sangai tourism festival. It is annual festival of 
which state?

 (1) Assam (2) Manipur (3) Goa

 (4) Karnataka (5) Kerala

Q.155  According to ICRA, India's Gross Domestic 
Product Growth Rate is expected to __ in the 
second quarter of Financial Year 2018-19.

 (1) 7.10% (2) 7.20% (3) 7.30%

 (4) 7.40% (5) 7.50%

Q.156  Where was the Third Defence Ministers' dialogue 
between India and Singapore held?

 (1) Kochi (2) Cuttack (3) Panaji

 (4) New Delhi (5) Visakhapatnam

Q.157  India and Russia signed a deal for construction of 
two missile frigates in Goa for the Indian Navy. 
What is the amount involved in the deal?

 (1) USD 100 million (2) USD 200 million

 (3) USD 300 million (4) USD 400 million

 (5) USD 500 million

Q.158  Which Bollywood superstar has been awarded with 
the third Sayaji Ratna Award?

 (1) Yusuf Khan  (2) Amitabh Bachchan
 (3) Salman Khan  (4) Akshay Kumar
 (5) Shahrukh Khan
Q.159  India has signed a revised Defence Cooperation 

Agreement (DCA) with which country to further 
strengthen the military cooperation between the 
armed forces of the two countries?

 (1) Iran (2) Singapore (3) Maldives
 (4) Thailand (5) Japan
Q.160  "Radio Kashmir - In Times of Peace & War" written 

by whom?
 (1) Dr. Jitendra Singh (2) Dr Rajesh Bhat
 (3) Narendra Modi (4) Mehbooba Mufti
 (5) Chetan Bhagat
Q.161  Which web portal and mobile app was launched to 

make air travel convenient and hassle-free?
 (1) Airsewa 2.0 (2) Hawa Hawai 1.0
 (3) AirIndia 2.0 (4) Pushpak 1.0
 (5) None of these
Q.162  Government of India and World Bank have signed 

$310 million Loan Agreement for __ Power System 
Improvement Project.

 (1) Jharkhand (2) West Bengal (3) Karnataka
 (4) Odisha (5) Bihar
Q.163  Who was widely called the Brand Father of Indian 

advertising?
 (1) Prasoon Joshi (2) Arvind Sharma
 (3) Sam Balsara  (4) Alyque Padamsee
 (5) Piyush Pandey
Q.164  What is 'PRAVAH', recently organised in New Delhi?
 (1) Half Marathon (2) Car Race
 (3) Military Exercise (4) River Festival
 (5) None of these
Q.165 Catriona Gray has been crowned Miss Universe 

2018. She belongs to which country?
 (1) USA (2) India (3) Philippines
 (4) Australia (5) China
Q.166 Who is the chief minister of Madhya Pradesh?
 (1) Ashok Gehlot (2) Kamal Nath

 (3) Bhupesh Baghel (4) Zoramthanga

 (5) Neiphiu Rio
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Q.167 Who is the chief minister of Rajasthan?

 (1) Ashok Gehlot (2) Kamal Nath

 (3) Bhupesh Baghel (4) Zoramthanga

 (5) Neiphiu Rio

Q.168 Who is the chief minister of Chhattisgarh?

 (1) Ashok Gehlot (2) Kamal Nath

 (3) Bhupesh Baghel (4) Zoramthanga

 (5) Neiphiu Rio

Q.169 India has announced __ billion financial assistance 
to Maldives.

 (1) USD 100 (2) USD 1.4 (3) USD 75

 (4) USD 10 (5) USD 3.2

Q.170  Who has won the gold medal by defeating Japan's 
Nozomi Okuhara at 2018 BWF World Tour?

 (1) Sanjana Santosh (2) Prajakta Sawant

 (3) Meena Shah  (4) P. V. Sindhu

 (5) Ameeta Singh

Q.171 Which country has won the Men's Hockey World 
Cup 2018 title by defeating Netherlands in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha?

 (1) Belgium (2) India (3) Australia

 (4) New Zealand (5) Pakistan

Q.172 Virat Kohli has become the second player to score 
the fastest 25 Test centuries. Who was the first?

 (1) Sachin Tendulkar (2) Don Bradman

 (3) Yuvraj Singh  (4) Brian Lara

 (5) Shahid Afridi

Q.173 Who is the chief minister of Mizoram?

 (1) Ashok Gehlot (2) Kamal Nath

 (3) Bhupesh Baghel (4) Zoramthanga

 (5) Neiphiu Rio

Q.174 Who is the the Prime Minister of Srilanka? 

 (1) Disanayaka Mudiyanselage Jayaratne

 (2) Mahinda Rajapaksa

 (3) Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga

 (4) Ranil Wickremesinghe

 (5) Dudley Shelton Senanayaka

Q.175 Who is the President of Maldives?

 (1) Mohammed Waheed Hassan

 (2) Abdulla Yameen

 (3) Ibrahim Mohamed Solih

 (4) Mohamed Nasheed

 (5) Maumoon Abdul Gayoom

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and Union Civil Aviation Minister Suresh Prabhu jointly inaugurated the 
Kannur International Airport Ltd (KIAL).KIAL is the fourth international airport in the state. 
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Q.111.(3) Q.112.(2) Q.113.(4) Q.114.(3) Q.115.(1) Q.116.(3) Q.117.(1) Q.118.(5) Q.119.(3) Q.120.(2)

Q.121.(4) Q.122.(2) Q.123.(2) Q.124.(3) Q.125.(1) Q.126.(3) Q.127.(3) Q.128.(2) Q.129.(1) Q.130.(2)

Q.131.(3) Q.132.(2) Q.133.(1) Q.134.(3) Q.135.(2) Q.136.(2) Q.137.(2) Q.138.(1) Q.139.(3) Q.140.(4)

Q.141.(1) Q.142.(1) Q.143.(2) Q.144.(2) Q.145.(5) Q.146.(3) Q.147.(4) Q.148.(5) Q.149.(1) Q.150.(2)

Q.151.(5) Q.152.(3) Q.153.(4) Q.154.(2) Q.155.(2) Q.156.(5) Q.157.(5) Q.158.(2) Q.159.(2) Q.160.(2)

Q.161.(1) Q.162.(1) Q.163.(4) Q.164.(1) Q.165.(3) Q.166.(2) Q.167.(1) Q.168.(3) Q.169.(2) Q.170.(4)

Q.171.(1) Q.172.(2) Q.173.(4) Q.174.(4) Q.175.(3)

ANSWER KEY
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Shyam Sundar Besra, chief inspector of ticket working in Asansol Division of the Eastern Railway, was conferred 
the coveted Sahitya Akademi Award. He was awarded for his novel 'Marom' which is based on the natural, social, 

economic and political conditions in Santhal Pargana.

Q.1. 5% of one number (X) is 25% more than another 
number (Y). If the difference between the numbers 
is 96 then find the value of X.

 (A) 100 (B) 92  
(C) 96 (D) 98 

Q.2.   The ratio of A's age 3 years ago and B's age 5 years 
ago is 4: 5. If A is 4 years younger than B what is 
the present age of B? 

  (A) 16 years (B) 14 years           
(C) 11 years (D) 15 years

Q.3. Two pipes A and B can fill a tank in 16 hrs and 
12 hrs respectively. The capacity of the tank is 240 
litres. Both the pipes are opened simultaneously 
and closed after 2 hrs. How much more water (In 
Liters) needed to fill the tank?

 (A) 100 (B)    170  
(C) 70 (D)   190

Q.4. A person covers 32 km downstream in 240 minutes 
and same person covers 48 km upstream in 1440 
minutes. Then find the rate of current. 

 (A) 2 kmph (B) 3 kmph
 (C) 4 kmph (D) 5 kmph
Q.5. The simple interest on a certain sum at 15% per 

annum for 5 year is Rs. 1500 more to the simple 
interest on the same sum at 12% per annum for the 
same period. Find the sum.

 (A) Rs. 12000 (B) Rs. 12500   
(C) Rs. 8000  (D) Rs. 10000 

Q.6. The total of the ages of a class of 60 girls is 900 
years. The average age of 20 girls is 12 years and 
that of the other 20 girls is 16 years. What is the 
average age of the remaining girls?

 (A) 14 years (B) 15 years
 (C) 16 years (D) 17 years
Q.7.   Mr. Ankit invests 14% of his monthly income every 

month i.e. Rs. 1750 in shares, 8% in Insurance 
policies and 7% in fixed deposits. What is the total 
annual amount invested by him?

 (A) Rs.3275  (B) Rs.3450  
(C) Rs.3625 (D) Rs.3800    

Q.8.   A dishonest vendor professes to sell fruits at the 
cost price but the uses a weight of 800 grams in lieu 
of 1 kg weight. Find the percentage gain.

 (A) 20%  (B) 24%  
(C) 25% (D) 30%

Q.9.   A is 2.5 times as good workman as B and A is able 
to finish the work in 50 days less than B. Find the 
time in which they can do it working together.

 (A) 1821
19

days (B) 1723
21

 days  

(C) 622
7

 days  (D) 320
4

 days  

Q.10.  The compound interest on Rs 2000 for 3 years is Rs 
315.25. The rate of interest is-

 (A) 3% (B) 4%   
(C) 5% (D) 6%

Q.11. The speed of A and B are in the ratio 3: 4. A takes 
20 minutes more than B to reach a destination. In 
what time does A reach the destination?

 (A) 
21
3

hrs. (B) 2 hrs. 

(C) 
22
3

 hrs.  (D) 
11
3

 hrs

Q.12.  A train running at 25 km/hr. takes 18 seconds to 

pass a platform and it takes 113
2

seconds to pass 

a man walking at the rate of 5 km/hr. in the same 

direction. Find the length of train.

 (A) 95 m.  (B) 75 m.  
(C) 105 m.  (D) 85 m.

Q.13.  A shopkeeper sells a T.V. set at Rs.16560 for a 
discount of 10% on its face value and earns 15% 
profit. If no exemption is given, what will be the 
percentage of profit?

 (A) 
722
9

 (B) 
727
9

 

(C) 
725
9

 (D) 
723
9

Q.14.  A sum of Rs. 300 is divided among P, Q and 
R in such a way that Q gets Rs. 30 more than P 
and R gets Rs. 60 more than Q. The ratio of their 
respective shares is-

 (A) 2: 3: 5  (B) 3: 2: 5  
(C) 2: 5: 3  (D) 5: 3: 2

Q.15. H.C.F.  of  two numbers is 24 and their L.C.M is 
1344. If the difference between the numbers is 80, 
their sum is: 

 (A) 368 (B) 356 

 (C) 332 (D) 304

Railway alP stage – 2 (MatHeMatics)



Railway ALP Stage–2

MICA  FEBRUARY 201976

Q.16. If (a + b): (a – b) = 1: 5, then (a3 – b3): (a3+b3) 
equals to -

 (A) 
19
35

 (B) 
35
19

−  

(C) 
35
19

 (D) 
19
35

−

Q.17.  The measure of the supplement of an angle is 20 
degrees less than 4 times the measure of the angle. 
Find the measure of the angle. 

 (A) 30o (B) 45o

 (C) 50o (D) 40o

Q.18.  An interior angle of a regular polygon is 5 times of 
its exterior angle. Then the number of sides of the 
polygon is 

 (A) 12  (B) 15
 (C) 18  (D) 24
Q.19.  If α and β are the zeros of the equation 2x2 + 3x – 

10 = 0, then the value of α + β.

 (A) 
85
2

 (B) 
89
2

 (C) 
83
2

 (D) 
87
2

Q.20. Find  the  remainder  when   x2 – 7x + 15   is  divided  
by  2x – 3.

 (A) 
711
9

 (B) 
710
9

 

(C) 
911
7

 (D) 
910
7

Q.21.  The sum of the radius of the base and the height of 
a solid cylinder is 37 m. If the total surface area of 
the cylinder be 1628 m2. Its volume is-

 (A) 4620 m.3 (B) 4260 m.3 
(C) 6420 m.3 (D) 4420 m.3

Q.22.  A and B enter into a partnership. A invests 
Rs.16000 for 8 months and B remains in the 
business for 4 months. Out of a total annual profit 

B claims 2
7

of the profit. The contribution of B (in 
Rs.) was- 

 (A) 10500 (B) 11900  
(C) 13600 (D) 12800

Q.23.  In one litre of a mixture of alcohol and water, water 
is 30%. The amount of alcohol that must be added 
to the mixture so that part of water in the mixture 
becomes 15% is -

 (A) 1000 ml. (B) 700 ml.  
(C) 300 ml. (D) 900 ml.

Q.24.  A rectangular grassy plot is 116 m by 68 m. Inside 
tt has a gravel path 2.5 m wide. Find the area of the 
path.

 (A) 992 m2 (B) 895 m2  
(C) 888 m2  (D) 876 m2  

Q.25.  A fraction becomes 4 when 1 is added to both the 
numerator and the denominator and it becomes 7 
when 1 is subtracted from both the numerator and 
the denominator. The numerator of the fraction is:

 (A) 15 (B) 3   
(C) 45 (D) 7  

Railway alP stage – 2 (geneRal intelligence and Reasoning)
Q.26.  In a certain code language PEOPLE is written as 

LVKVOK and RENAME is written as MVIVNZ 
then how will CREATO be written in that code 
language? 

 (A) XIVZGL (B) VIZLGZ
 (C) LIXGZV (D) GLIXZV
Q.27.  From the given altarnative words select the word 

which can be formed by using the letters of the given 
word.

 GOLDENTEMPLE

 (A) GARDEN (B) DENTAL
 (C) MELT (D) MENTAL
Q.28.  Arrange the followinig words as per order in the 

dictionary.

 1. Emerged 2. Emission
 3. Elephant 4. Eligible
 (A) 3 4 1 2 (B) 3 1 4 2
 (C) 3 1 2 4 (D) 3 4 2 1
Q.29.  If 521–002=002
 311–233=633
 402–114=408
 then 631–132 = ?
 (A) 626 (B) 690
 (C) 692 (D) 612
Q.30.  In the following question, '+' stands for '×', '×' stands 

for '÷', '÷' stands for '–' and '–' stands for '+' then find 
the value of given euqation.

Walmart India appointed Sameer Aggarwal as its chief business officer and Anuj Singh as head - category 
merchandising. The announcement follows the resignation of executive vice-president (EVP) and chief operating 

officer (COO) Devendra Chawla. 
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 264+3×6÷2–4=?
 (A) 130 (B) 132
 (C) 134 (D) 136
Q.31.  How many triangles are there in the given figure?

 
 (A) 10 (B) 11
 (C) 9 (D) 8
Q.32.  From the given answer figures, select the one in 

which the question figure is hidden/embedded.
 Question Figure

 
 Answer Figures

 (A)   (B) 

 (C)   (D) 

Q.33.  Which of the following is mirror image of the given 
figure?

 

WALKED5KM

 (A)  M K5 DE KLAW

 (B) M K5 DE K  AWL

 (C)  M K5 DEK   AWL  

 (D) M K5 DE K  AL
W

Q.34.  Which element will appear on the face opposite to 
symbol ' ∇ '?

 
3 2 4 1

 (A)  6 (B) 5
 (C) * (D) Can't be determined
Q.35.  If 2+5=52
 7+3=37
 4+4=44
 then 9+2=?
 (A) 92 (B) 29
 (C) 93 (D) 94
Q.36-38. Find the missing term from the given alternatives.
Q.36. 

 

O R O

P U J

K B ?

 (A) D (B) T

 (C) L (D) E
Q.37.  1 5 4 2
 8 16 20 4
 16 80 64 ?

 (A) 30 (B) 74

 (C) 32 (D) 78
Q.38.  5 3 1
 8 4 8
 2 6 3
 42 18 ?

 (A) 11 (B) 15

 (C) 12 (D) 20
Q.39-40. What will come in the place of question mark?
Q.39. 9, 21, 45, 93, ?

 (A) 186 (B) 180

 (C) 187 (D) 189
Q.40. 54, 43, 32, 21, ?

 (A) 11 (B) 10

 (C) 12 (D) 00
Q.41-45. Select the related letters/word/number/tagline from 

the given alternatives.

Q.41. E : T : : G : ?

 (A) U (B) L

 (C) M (D) P

SWIFT India has appointed ex-SBI chief Arundhati Bhattacharya as the new chairman of its board. SWIFT India 
is a joint venture of top Indian public and private sector banks and SWIFT (Society for Worldwide Interbank 

Financial Telecommunication).
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Q.42. 26 : 64 : : 51 : ?
 (A) 39 (B) 32
 (C) 36 (D) 31
Q.43. BLACK : YOZXP : : WHITE : ?
 (A) DSRGI (B) DSRGV
 (C) DSRGW (D) DSGRI
Q.44. Belgium : Lion : : Poland : ?
 (A) Bull (B) White Eagle
 (C) Golden Eagle (D) Lion
Q.45. Bank of Baroda : India's International Bank : : 

Canara Bank : ?
 (A) Your own Bank 
 (B) Together We can
 (C) One Family One Bank
 (D) Honours Your Trust
Q.46-47. Find out the odd letters/number/word from the 

given alternatives.
Q.46. (A) Performance (B) Show
 (C) Perfect (D) Play
Q.47. (A) 53 – 158 (B) 92 – 1811
 (C) 64 – 2416 (D) 743 – 2110

Q.48. A walks 6 km towards east then he turns left and 
walks 5 km. Again he turns right and walks 6 km. 
Further he turns right and walk 3 km. How far and 
in which direction is he from his starting point?

 (A) 138 km. East 
 (B) 148 km. North-East
 (C) 111  km. South 
 (D) 105 km. South-East
Q.49. Rahul's wife is the sister of Kamal's son then how 

is Kamal related to Rahul?
 (A) Father -in-law or Mother-in-law
 (B) Mother
 (C) Son
 (D) Sister
Q.50. Which one of the following diagrams best dipicits 

the relationship among Utensil, Pan, Plate?

 (A)  

 (B) 

 (C)  

 (D) 

Q.51.  The plate which acts as a packing between cylinder 
block and cylinder head is called:

 (A) Chaplet (B) Liner
 (C) Gasket (D) Flange
Q.52.  The force that opposes the motion of a vehicle is:
 (A) Rolling resistance  
 (B) Gradient resistance
 (C) Wind or air resistance 
 (D) All of the mentioned
Q.53.  Ignition advance is expressed in terms of:
 (A) Crank angle
 (B) Millimetres of piston travel before TDC
 (C) Time in milli seconds
 (D) All of the mentioned
Q.54.  Which one of the following is a type of Gasket?
 (A) Copper asbestos (B) Steel asbestos
 (C) Single sheet rigid (D) All of the mentioned
Q.55.  Rolling resistance does not depend on which of the 

following factors:
 (A) Load on each road wheel
 (B) Radius of driving wheel

 (C) Wheel inflation pressure
 (D) Nature of road surface
Q.56.  In internal combustion engine the approximate 

percentage of the combustion heat that passes to 
the cylinder walls is:

 (A) 5% (B) 10%
 (C) 30% (D) 60%
Q.57.  Commutator in DC generator is used for:
 (A) Collecting of current 
 (B) Reduce losses
 (C) Increase efficiency
 (D) Convert AC armature current in to DC
Q.58.  In an electric room heat converter the method of 

heating used is:
 (A) Infrared heating.  (B) Induction heating.
 (C) Resistance heating. (D) Arc heating.
Q.59.  If field current is decreased in shunt dc motor, the 

speed of the motor:
 (A) Remains same. (B) Increases.
 (C) Decreases. (D) None of the above.
Q.60.  Which devices used to measure the temperature of 

an object?

The Tamil Nadu government launched a 24-hour toll-free helpline ‘181’ for women facing domestic violence and 
sexual harassment. The initiative was launched by the state’s Chief Minister K Palaniswami.
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 (A) Potentiometer (B) Odometer
 (C) Thermometers (D) Galvanometer
Q.61.  The purpose of a piston pin is that:
 (A) It prevents the valve from rotating
 (B) It links the connecting rod to the crankshaft
 (C) It ensure the piston ring to the piston
 (D) It connect the piston to the connecting rod
Q.62.  ___ is used to indicate that a surface is to be 

machined:
 (A) Finish mark  (B) Machining mark
 (C) Roughness indicator (D) Coordinate mark
Q.63.  In balanced bridge, if the positions of detector and 

source are interchanged, the bridge will still remain 
balance this can be explained from which theorem:

 (A) Reciprocity theorem 
 (B) Thevinin’s theorem
 (C) Norton’s theorem  
 (D) Compensation theorem
Q.64.  By using which of the following elements, 

mechanical translational systems are obtained?
 (A) mass element (B) spring element
 (C) dash-pot (D) all of the above
Q.65.  Which tool can be used to draw a 90 degree angle?
 (A) 30/60 triangle (B) Protractor
 (C) Drafting machine (D)  All of the above
Q.66.  Which set of lead grades has a grade out of 

sequence?
 (A) H, HB, B, 3B (B) 7B, H, F, 3H
 (C) 6B, B, H, 4H (D) 9H, HB, B, 2B
Q.67.  Which one of the following is not a reduction 

scale?
 (A) 01:01 (B) 0.180555556
 (C) 5/320 (D) 05:06
Q.68.  For drawing of small instruments, watches etc. the 

scale used is-
 (A) Reduced scale (B) Full scale
 (C) Enlarged scale (D) None of these
Q.69.  When a plane is parallel to H.P and perpendicular 

to V.P and P.P, always first-
 (A) T.V. (B) S.V.
 (C) B.V. (D) F.V
Q.70.  A Plane surface has _ Dimension.
 (A) 0 (B) 1
 (C) 2 (D) 3
Q.71.  The solid having a polygon for a base and triangular 

lateral faces intersecting at a vertex is
 (A) pyramid (B) prism
 (C) cone (D) torus

Q.72.  The Primary Goal of Occupational Health is about:
 (A) Protecting the safety, health and welfare of 

people engaged in work
 (B) Protecting who are influenced by the workplace 

environment
 (C) Protecting the natural environment
 (D) None of these
Q.73.  In order to maintain good health standards at the 

workplace the following rules must be adhered to:
 (A) Cleanliness, adequate sanitary facilities, 

Protection against dangerous substances
 (B) Wellness of workers
 (C) Promoting a positive social climate
 (D) None of these
Q.74. A Safety Guard refers to:
 (A) Something that is done in advance in order to 

avoid risks or dangers
 (B) A device designed to prevent a mechanism 

from being operated unintentionally
 (C)  Assessing the severity of a hazard
 (D)  None of these
Q.75.  An accident is:
 (A) An unsafe act 
 (B) An unsafe condition
 (C) Unplanned, something that happens by chance
 (D) None of these
Q.76.  A 33 half-watt resistor and a 330 half-watt resistor 

are connected across a 12 V source. Which one(s) 
will overheat?

 (A) 33 (B) 330
 (C) both resistors (D) neither resistor
Q.77.  Light year is a measurement of:
 (A) Speed of aeroplanes (B) Speed of light
 (C) Stellar distances  (D) Speed of rockets
Q.78.  Force due to pull of gravity is called:
 (A) Weight (B) Force
 (C) Mass (D) Tension
Q.79.  The commercial unit of Energy is:
 (A) Watt (B) Watt-hour
 (C) Kilowatt-hour (D) Kilowatt
Q.80.  Angles project true size only when the plane 

containing the angle and plane of projection are 
this:

 (A) Adjacent (B) Aligned
 (C) Perpendicular (D) Parallel
Q.81.  A circle will appear on an isometric drawing as 

a(n) _______.
 (A) Ellipse (B) Cycloid
 (C) Circle (D) Parabola

The Reserve Bank of India said it has imposed a fine of Rs 1 crore on Indian Bank for violating cyber security 
norms.The RBI has imposed, by an order dated November 30, 2018, a monetary penalty of Rs 10 million on 

Indian Bank for contravention of Circular on Cyber Security Framework in banks.
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Q.82.  The resistance of a conductor of diameter d and 
length l is R Ω. If the diameter of the conductor is 
halved and its length is doubled, the resistance will 
be:

 (A) R Ω (B) 2R Ω
 (C) 4R Ω (D) 8R Ω
Q.83.  Eddy current loss will depends on:
 (A) Frequency (B) Flux density
 (C) Thickness (D) All of the above
Q.84.  Which of the following is not a sinusoidal 

oscillator?
 (A) LC oscillator (B) RC phase shift oscillator
 (C) Relaxation oscillator (D) Crystal oscillator
Q.85.  What is the unit for measuring the amplitude of a 

sound?
 (A) Decibel (B) Coulomb
 (C) Hum (D) Cycles
Q.86.  Which law is also called the law of inertia?
 (A) Newton’s first law 
 (B) Newton’s Second Law

 (C) Newton’s Third Law 
 (D) All of these
Q.87.  The speed of light will be minimum while passing 

through
 (A) water (B) vaccum
 (C) air (D) glass
Q.88.  With the increase of pressure, the boiling point of 

any substance
 (A) Increases (B) Decreases
 (C) Remains Same (D) Becomes zero
Q.89.  Lux is the SI unit of
 (A) intensity of illumination
 (B) luminous efficiency
 (C) luminous flux
 (D) luminous intensity
Q.90.  Metals are good conductors of electricity because
 (A) they contain free electrons
 (B) the atoms are lightly packed
 (C) they have high melting point
 (D) All of the above

Q.91.  Kanchenjunga is situated in- 

 (A) Nepal  (B) Sikkim 

 (C) West Bengal  (D) Himachal Pradesh 

Q.92. Regional Rural Bank were started in ………?

  (A) 1969    (B) 1972

  (C) 1975     (D) 1991

Q.93. The eastward circulation the Brazil current is 
called?

 (A) Counter Equatorial drift 

 (B) West Atlantic drift 

 (C) North Atlantic drift 

 (D) South Atlantic drift

Q.94. The estimate committee consists of- 

 (A) 30 members from Lok Sabha 

 (B) 30 members from Rajya Sabha

 (C) 30 members from both Sabha

 (D) 22 members from Lok Sabha

Q.95. Which of the following active volcanoes is known 
as ‘the light house of the Mediterranean Sea’

 (A) Cotopaxi  (B) Stromboli 

 (C) Vesuvius  (D) Etna  

Q.96. Which of the following is the most active volcano 
in the world ?

 (A) Etna  (B) Fuji
 (C) Mount tai  (D) Ojos del Salado 
Q.97. Who is the author of ‘Hind Swaraj’ ?
 (A) G. Tilak   (B) M.K. Gandhi 
 (C) J.L. Nehru  (D) R.N. Tagore 
Q.98. Who started the ‘Servants of India Society’ ?
 (A) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
 (B) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
 (C) Surendra Nath Bannerjee 
 (D) Dadabhai Naoroji 
Q.99. Who wrote the famous book Kankal ?
 (A) M. Verma 
 (B) Pant
 (C) J.S. Prasad 
 (D) None of these
Q.100. World AIDS day is observed on-
 (A) 1 December  
 (B) 15 June 
 (C) 28 December  
 (D) 9 December

Comptroller and Auditor General Rajiv Mehrishi has become the Vice-Chair of the UN Panel of Auditors. The 
United Nations Panel of Auditors consists of External Auditors of the United Nations and its agencies. Presently, 

the panel consists of 11 countries.



MODEL PAPER 2018

81FEBRUARY 2019  MICA

eXPlanation/Railway alP stage – 2 (MatHs)
Q.1.(A) 5% of X = 125% of Y

5X 125Y
100 100

=

 X: Y = 25: 1 
24 = 96 
X = 4×25 = 100

Q.2.(D) (A – 3): (B – 5) = 4: 5
 5A – 15 = 4B – 20  
 5A – 4B = – 5 … (i) 
 B – A = 4 … (ii) 
 From (i) and (ii), we get, 
A = 11 
 Present age of B = 11 + 4 = 15 years

Q.3.(B)  Part of the tank filled by A in 1 hour = 
240
16

 
= 15 litres

 Part of the tank filled by B in 1 hour = 
240
12

 
= 20 litres
 Total part of the tank filled by A and B in 2 
hours = 15 × 2 + 20 × 2  
= 30 + 40 = 70 
 Remaining amount of water = 240 – 70 = 170 
litres

Q.4.(B)  Speed upstream = 
32 60

240
×

= 8 kmph 

 Speed downstream = 
48 60
1440

×
= 2 kmph 

 Speed of current = 
8 2

2
−

= 3 kmph

Q.5.(D)  According to the question,

 
P 15 5 P 12 5 1500

100 100
× × × ×− =

 
 75P – 60P = 1500 × 100
 P = 100 × 100 = Rs.10000

Q.6.(D) Average age of the remaining girls 
 = (900 – 20 × 12 – 20 × 16)/20 
 = (900 – 240 – 320)/20 
 = (340)/20 
 = 17 years

Q.7.(C)  1750 = 14%
 100% = 12500 
 Total investment = (14 + 8 + 7)% of 12500 
 = 29% of 12500 
 = Rs.3625

Q.8.(C)  Percentage gain = 1000 800 100
800

− ×

 = 25%
Q.9.(D)  Efficiency ratio between A and B 
 = 2.5: 1 = 5: 2  

 Time taken by A and B to complete the work 
 = 2: 5 

 Total work = 5 × 2 = 10  
 3 = 50  

 10 = 
50 50010
3 3

× =
 

 Required time to complete the work when they 
both are working on it 

 = 
( )

500
500 173 23

5 2 21 21
= =

+

Q.10.(C) 
3R2000 315.25 2000 1

100
 + = +  

 

3

3

3

2315.25 R1
200000 100

231525 R1
200000 100

9261 R1
8000 100
21 R1
20 100
R 1

100 20

 = +  

 = +  

 = +  

= +

=

 R = 5% 
Q.11.(D)  Let B reached the distance in x minutes.

Time taken by A = (x + 20) min. 
According to question, 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will provide USD 31 million loan to develop tourism and boost jobs in 
Tamil Nadu. This loan is a part of Infrastructure Development Investment Program for Tourism (IDIPT). “The 

project (IDIPT) will support the conservation and restoration of 8 heritage monuments.
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3 x
4 x 20

=
+

 
3x + 60 = 4x 
x = 60 min 

Time taken by A = 80 min. = 
11
3

hrs.

Q.12.(B) Relative speed = (25 - 5) = 20 km/hr.

Length of train = 
50 27
9 2

× = 75 m.

Q.13.(B)  Let the marked price be Rs.x
S.P. = 0.9 x  
0.9 x = 16560 
x = 18400 

C.P. = 
16560 100

115
×

= 14400

% profit = 
18400 14400 100

14400
− × = 

727 %
9

Q.14.(A)  Let the share of P be Rs. x
then Q's share = x + 30 
and R's share = (x + 30) + 60 
x + x + 30 + x + 90 = 300 
x = 60 
Ratio = 60: (60 + 30): (60 + 90)= 2: 3: 5

Q.15.(A)  xy = 1344 × 24 … (i)
(x – y) = 80 … (ii) 
(x + y)2 – (x – y)2 = 4xy
(x + y)2 = 4 × 1344 × 24 + 6400
= 135424 
x + y = 368  

Q.16.(C) 
a b 1
a b 5

+ =
−

 
5a + 5b = a – b 
4a = – 6b 

a 3
b 2

= −

 

3

3 3

33 3

a 1
a b b
a b a 1

b

  − −  =
+   +  

 

3

3

3 271 12 8
273 11 82

 − − − −  = =
  − +− +  

35
19

=

Q.17.(D)  Let the angle be x
According to the question, 
(180o – x) = 4x – 20o

5x = 200o

x = 40o

Q.18.(A)  Let each exterior angle be x
Then each interior angle = 5x 
x + 5x = 180 
6x = 180 
x = 30 

Number of sides = 
360
30

= 12

Q.19.(B)  α + β = 
3
2

−

 α β = – 5 

( ) ( )2 2 4α + β − α −β = αβ

( ) ( )
2

23 4 5
2

 − − α −β = × −  

( )29 20
4

+ = α −β

( )29 80
4

+ = α −β

( ) 89
2

α −β =

Q.20.(B) Let f(x) = x2 – 7x + 15

Now putting, x = 
2
3

22 2 2f 7 15
3 3 3

     = − +          

             
4 14 15
9 3

= − +

              
4 42 135

9
− +=

Indeed Adobe tops the list of leading technology organisations to work for in India, followed by Nvidia and 
Microsoft in the second and third positions, respectively, job site Indeed. The Indian Space Research Organisation 

(Isro) was the highest-ranked Indian organisation at number 10.
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97 710
9 9

= =

Q.21.(A)  (h + r) = 37
and 2πr (h + r) = 1628
2πr × 37 = 1628

r = 
1628 7
2 37 22

×
×

= 7
 

Required volume = πr2h 

 = 
22 7 7 30
7

× × × = 4620 m.3

Q.22.(D) Let the contribution of B = Rs x.

16000 8 5
x 4 2

× =
×

 
 x = Rs.12800

Q.23.(A)  Amount of water = 300 ml.
Amount of alcohol = 700 ml. 
15% = 300,  

1% = 
300
15

85% = 
300
15

 × 85 = 1700 ml.

 
Req. Alcohol = 1000 ml.

Q.24.(B)  Area of path = 116 × 68 – [(116 – 5) × (68 – 5)]
= 7888 – 6993 
= 895 m2

Q.25.(A)  Let fraction be 
x
y

 

x 1 4
y 1

+ =
+

 
x+1 = 4y+4 
x – 4y = 3    ..... (I) 
and, 

x 1 7
y 1

− =
−

 
x - 1 = 7y – 7 
x – 7y = – 6   ...... (II) 
From (I) and (II) 
x = 15 
y = 3

eXPlanation/Railway alP stage – 2 (geneRal intelligence & Reasoning)
Q.26.(B)  Opposite Letter

Q.27.(C) 

Q.28.(A)

Q.29.(C)  521–002

 =5×0, 2×0, 1×2

 = 002

 311–233

 =3×2, 1×3, 1×3

 = 6.33

 402–114

 =4×1, 0×1, 2×4

 = 408

 Similarly

 631–132 = 6×1, 3×3, 1×2=692

Q.30.(C)  264×3÷6–2+4

 = 
1

264 – 2 4
2

× +

 = 132–2+4=134

Q.31.(B)

 

(5)

(3)

(3)

 

 Total triangle

 Þ 5+3+3 = 11

Q.32.(D) 

Q.33.(B)

Senior Congress leader and former Kerala minister CN Balakrishnan passed away at 87 in Kochi, Kerala. He was 
the Thrissur district Congress committee president for 17 years and the state unit treasurer. In 2011, he became 

the state Cooperation Minister in the Oommen Chandy cabinet.
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Q.34.(D)  Cannot be determined 

Q.35.(B) 

Q.36.(A)  O+R = 15+18 = 1+5+1+8 = 15 = O

 P+U = 16+21=7+3=10=J

 K+B=11+2+2=4=D

Q.37.(C) 

 

1 5 4 2

8 16 20 4

16 80 64 32

×4
×4

×4×4

Q.38.(A)  5×8+2=42

 3×4+6=18

 1×8+3=11

Q.39.(D)  9×2+3=21

 21×2+3=45

 45×2+3=93

 93×2+3=189

Q.40.(B)  54–11=43

 43–11=32

 32–11=21

 21–11=10

Q.41.(D)  E=5=5×4=20=T

 G=7=7×6=42=P (42–26=16)

Q.42.(C)  26=2+6=8=82=64

 51=5+1=6=62=36

Q.43.(B)  Opposite Letters

Q.44.(B)  Country and their national animal

Q.45.(B)  Bank and their tagline relation

Q.46.(C)  Except (C), all others are synonyms. 

Q.47.(C)  53=5×3, 5+3 = 158

 92=9×2, 9+2 = 1811

 73 = 7×3, 7+3 = 2110

 64 = 6×4, 6+4 = 2410

Q.48.(B) 

A

R

3 km

2 km

6 km

6 km

5 km

6 km
M

 

2 2AR AM MR

144 4

= +

= +

 148= km. North-East

Q.49.(A)  

+
Rahul Wife Sister Son

Kamal

+

Q.50.(B)

Q.51.(C)  Q.52.(D)  Q.53.(D)  Q.54.(D)  Q.55.(B)  Q.56.(C)  Q.57.(D)  Q.58.(C)  Q.59.(B) 

Q.60.(C)  Q.61.(D)  Q.62.(A)  Q.63.(A)  Q.64.(D)  Q.65.(D) Q.66.(B) Q.67.(A) Q.68.(A)

Q.69.(A)  Q.70.(C)  Q.71.(A)  Q.72.(A)  Q.73.(A)  Q.74.(B)  Q.75.(C)  Q.76.(D) Q.77.(C) 

Q.78.(A)  Q.79.(C)  Q.80.(D)  Q.81.(A)  Q.82.(D)  Q.83.(D)  Q.84.(C)  Q.85.(A) Q.86.(A) 

Q.87.(D)  Q.88.(A)  Q.89.(A)  Q.90.(A)

eXPlanation/Railway alP stage – 2 (Basic science & engineeRing)

eXPlanation/Railway alP stage – 2 (geneRal awaReness and cuRRent affaiRs)

Q.91.(2) Q.92.(3) Q.93.(4) Q.94.(1) Q.95.(2)

Q.96.(2) Q.97.(2) Q.98.(2) Q.99.(3) Q.100.(1)

Mizo National Front (MNF) chief Zoramthanga will take oath as the chief minister of Mizoram. His party 
had won 26 seats in the 40-member Assembly in the elections. The 74-year-old has earlier been chief minister 

between 1998 and 2008.  He will succeed Lal Thanhawla.
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iBPs cleRK Mains (Reasoning aBility)
Q.1-4. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below :
 Seven boxes J, K, L, M, N, O and P are kept one above 

the other, but not necessarily in the same order. Each 
box contains different elements-Cookies, Pencils, 
Spoons, Diaries, Colours, Jewellery and Watches, 
but not necessarily in the same order.

 Only two boxes are kept between M and N. The 
Pencil box is kept immediately below M. Only two 
boxes are kept between the Pencil box and the Watch 
box. N is kept above the Watch box. The Diary box 
is kept immediately below the Watch box.

 Only three boxes are kept between the Diary box and 
J. The Jewellery box is kept immediately above the 
J. O is kept immediately above K. O is not a Pencil 
box. P is kept immediately below the Cookies box. 
Only one box is kept between the P and the Spoon 
box. 

Q.1. Which of the following boxes is kept immediately 
above M?

 (1) P  (2) O (3) L  
(4) Diary box (5) Jewellery box

Q.2. What is the position of O in the given stack of boxes?
 (1) First from top      (2) Second from top
 (3) Third from bottom  (4) Fifth from bottom
 (5) Fourth from top
Q.3. Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 

and hence from a group. Which of the following 
does not below to the group?

 (1) N-Diaries (2) P-Spoon (3) O-Colours 
(4) K-Pencil (5) M-Jwellery

Q.4. How many boxes are kept between K and Watch 
box?

 (1) More than three  (2) None (3) Three 
 (4) One (5) Two
Q.5-8. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below :
 Seven people Z, Y, W, V, S, R and Q have an 

interview o seven different days of the same week. 
Starting from Monday and ending on Sunday but not 
necessarily in the same order. Each one of them also 
Likes different banks- Punjan National Bank, Indian 
Bank, Bank of Baroda, Uco Bank, Dena Bank, 
Canara Bank and Union Bank but not necessarily in 
the same order.

 1. Only four people have their interview between S 
and the one who likes Indian Bank.

 2. Neither S nor the one who likes Indian Bank has 
an interviw on Sunday.

 3. Q has an interview immediately after the one 
who likes Indian Bank.

 4. Only two people have their interview betwen Q 
and Z.

 5. The one who likes Canara Bank has an interview 
on one of the days before Z but not on Wednesday.

 6. Neither S nor Q likes Canara Bank. Only two 
people have their interviews between the one 
who likes Canara Bank and the one who likes 
Punjab National Bank.

 7. The one who likes Union Bank has immediately 
before the one who likes Punjab National Bank.

 8. The number of people having interview between 
Q and the one who likes Union Bank is same as 
that of the number of people between Z and the 
one who likes Uco Bank.

 9. S does not like Uco Bank. Only one person has 
an interview between the one who likes Uco 
Bank and Y.

 10. The one who likes Bank of Baroda has 
an interview immediately after R. W has an 
interview on one of the day after V. 

Q.5. Four of the followoing five are alike in a certain way 
and so from a group. Which one does not belongs to 
that group?

 (1) Y-Uco Bank 
 (2) Y-Wednesday
 (3) Dena Bank-Wednesday 
 (4) Bank of Baroda-Punjab National Bank
 (5) Tuesday - Indian Bank.
Q.6. How many people have their interviews between W 

and V?
 (1) Two (2) Three (3) None 
 (4) One (5) More than three
Q.7. Who has an interview immediately after Y?
 (1) Q           (2) V 
 (3) S  (4) W
 (5) The one who likes Union Bank.
Q.8. How many people have their interview after the one 

who likes Dena Bank?
 (1) One (2) Two (3) Three 
 (4) Four (5) Six
Q.9-13. In a certain coding language, 
 "How many Lecture" is written as "H31W M52Y 

L53E".
 "Every Lecture is Useful" is written as "E10Y L53E 

I9S U47L".

West Bengal Assembly Deputy Speaker H A Safwi passed away. He was 73. A former IPS officer, Safwi was 
elected from Uluberia (East) Assembly seat on Trinamool Congress ticket twice, in 2011 and 2016. He held the 

folios of inland water transport and correctional administration under the TMC regime. 
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 "Many Study Daily" is written as "M52Y S68Y 
D41Y".

 "Study Useful Things" is written as "S68Y U47L 
T68S".

 "Daily Two Lecture" is written as "D4IY T43O 
L53E".

Q.9.  What is code for "Creator"?
 (1) C80R (2) C59R (3) C21R
 (4) C60R (5) C65R
Q.10.  What is code for "Umpire"?
 (1) U35E (2) U57E (3) U92E 
 (4) U82E (5) U67E
Q.11.  What is code for "Ratio"?
 (1) R63O (2) R30O (3) R38O 
 (4) R40O (5) R52O
Q.12.  What is code for "Two"?
 (1) T43W (2) T58O (3) T15O 
 (4) T43O (5) TW43
Q.13.  What is code for "Egypt"?
 (1) E68T (2) E78T (3) ET05 
 (4) ET17 (5) E5T
Q.14-15.When a word and number arrangement machine 

given an input line of words and numbers rearranges 
them following a particular rule in each step. 
The following is an illustration of an input and 
rearrangement.

 Input: 29 environment grave tight 11 56 74 percent 
with 93 day 08

 Step I: environment 29 grave tight 11 74 percent 
with 93 day 08 56

 Step II: percent environment 29 grave tight 11 with 
93 day 08 56 74

 Step III: tight percent environment 29 grave 11 with 
day 08 56 74 93

 Step IV: grave tight percent environment 11 with 
day 08 56 74 93 29

 Step V: with grave tight percent environment day 08 
56 74 93 29 11

 Step VI: day with grave tight percent environment 
56 74 93 29 11 08

 Step VII: 7  2  1  7  9  4  2  2  3  2  2  8
 Step VII is the last step of the above input 

arrangement. 
 As per the rules followed in the above steps, find out 

in the following question the appropriate step for the 
given input.

 Input: 66 fascinate 48 spellbinds myself 39 95 75 
question hypnotizses 51 yachting offers 81 

Q.14.  How many steps will be required to complete the 
above arrangement?

 (1) IV (2) VI (3) VII
 (4) VIII (5) IX
Q.15.  Which of the following will be step IV for the given 

above input?
 (1)  yachting fascinate spellbinds hypnotizses my-

self 39 question 51 offers 81 95 66 75 48
 (2)  hypnotizses yachting fascinate spellbinds my-

self 39 question 51 offers 81 95 66 75 48
 (3)  yachting spellbinds fascinate hypnotizses my-

self 39 question 51 offers 81 95 66 75 48
 (4)  yachting fascinate spellbinds hypnotizses my-

self 39 question 48 51 offers 81 95 66 75
 (5)  yachting fascinate spellbinds hypnotizses my-

self 39 question 51 offers 81 48 75 66 95
Q.16-17.Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below :
  Eight persons of a society namely - Arora, 

Kapoor, Rao, Harry, Tom, Sehgal, Bhandari and 
Riya are sitting around the circle. In which four 
of them are facing the centre and four are facing 
outside the centre. Each of them likes different 
colours - blue, black and red. In which only two 
persons like black colour. Persons who like same 
colour and are facing in the same direction, are not 
sitting next to each other. Bhandari is not facing 
outside the centre and is sitting second to the left of 
Tom and third to the left of Kapoor, these all like 
same colour. Arora is the immediate neighbour of 
Riya who likes red colour and is facing outside the 
centre. Sehgal is sitting just opposite to the Kapoor 
and likes red colour. Harry is the immediate 
neighbour of Tom and likes black colour.

Q.16. Which of the following group of persons facing 
outside the centre?

 (1)  Riya, Rao, Sehgal and Harry
 (2)  Harry, Arora, Kapoor and Rao
 (3)  Kapoor, Rao, Harry and Bhandari
 (4)  Sehgal, Riya, Kapoor and Harry
 (5)  None of these
Q.17. Which of the following group of persons like red 

colour?
 (1) Sehgal, Tom and Arora
 (2) Rao, Arora and Riya
 (3) Rao, Riya and Sehgal 
 (4) Cannot be determined
 (5) None of these

Bharat Bhushan Vyas, IAS (Retd.) took the Oath of Office and Secrecy as Member, Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC). The Oath was administered by Arvind Saxena, Chairman, UPSC. He served in State & 

Centre in various capacities and retired as Chief Secretary, Jammu & Kashmir.
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Q.18-22.Each of the questions below consists of a question 
and three statements numbered I, II and III given 
below it. You have to decide whether the data 
provide in the statements are sufficient to answer 
the question. Read both the statements and mark 
your answer-

 (1) All I, II and III are sufficient
 (2) Only II and III are sufficient
 (3) Only I and II are sufficient
 (4) Only II sufficient
 (5) None of given statement are sufficient  
Q.18.  How many people are sitting in the row? (All are 

facing North)
 I.  Two people are sitting between D and E. S is 

an immediate neighbour of D. F is sitting at the 
extreme end of the line. F is sitting third to the 
left of A.

 II.  A is sitting at the third position from the left 
end of row. B is sitting second to the right of 
A. B and C are immediate neighbours. Four 
people are sitting between C and D, D is sitting 
at an extreme end and is left of A.

 III.  B is sitting immediate left of C. There is one 
person sitting between A and B. Four people 
are sitting to the right of A.

Q.19.  In which direction is point E with respect to point 
K?

 I.  A is 4 m to the west of B, B is 4 m to the north 
of C. D is 5 m to the east of C.

 II.  D is 3 m to the south of E. G is 5 m to the east 
of F. F is 2 m to the south of D. H is 4 m to the 
south of G.

 III.  J is 7 m to the west of K. L is 4 m to the north 
of K. G is 8 m to the south of J.

Q.20.  What is the direction of point O with respect to 
point I?

 I.  Point A is 5 m to the north of point P. Point D 
is 4 m to the south of point C. Point P is 6 m to 
the east of point C.

 II.  Point B is 3 m to the east of point P. The point 
I is 6 m to the east of point F. Point B is 4 m to 
the north of point F.

 III.  Point N is 2 m to the north of point M. Point A 
is 4 m to the west of point M. Point N is 6 m to 
the east of point O.

Q.21.  What is the position of A from the right end of the 
row? (All are facing north direction) 

 I.  B is sitting at 6th position from the left end of 
row. There is one person sitting between B and 
A.

 II.  C is sitting at 8th position from the left end and 
also at 13th position from the right end of the 
same row.

 III.  There are 6 people sitting between A and D. 
Also B is sitting 5th to the right of D

Q.22.  There are six persons, A, B, C, D, E and F who is 
sitting at the 2nd position from the right end of the 
row? (All are facing north direction)

 I. E does not sit at the corner. B is the only neighbour 
of A. There are 2 people sitting between F and C.

 II. D is sitting to the immediate left of C.
 III. There are an equal number of persons sitting 

between A and F as that between F and D.
Q.23-25.Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below :
 Five different colour of cars like Red, Yellow, 

Blue, Green and Black are participating in a car 
road show. All cars are standing in a certain manner 
which is described as follows:

 The red car is standing at a distance of 5 meter 
from green car and is in the south direction of the 
green car. Yellow car is standing 10 meter away 
from green car. Blue car is standing 2 meter away 
from the red car in the east direction. Black car is 
in the North direction of the green and Red cars. 
Black car is standing at a distance of 10 meter from 
the Red car. Yellow car is standing in the west 
direction of green car.

Q.23. Yellow car is standing in which direction from the 
black car?

 (1) North-East (2) South-East 
 (3) South-West (4) North-West  
 (5) None of these
Q.24. What is the minimum distance in meter between 

yellow and red cars?

 (1) 125  (2) 225  (3) 625  

 (4) 525  (5) None of these
Q.25. Which colour's car is standing in the south east 

direction of the green colour car?
 (1) Blue  (2) Black 
 (3) Yellow (4) Can’t be determined 
 (5) None of these
Q.26-28. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below :
Q.26. Cause : All the major river in the Uttarakhand state 

have been flowing way over the danger level for 
the past few weeks due to continuous raining.

 Which of the following is/are possible effect(s) of 
the above cause?

 I. Many colonies situated near the river banks 
are submerged forcing residents to flee.

Senior Congress leader and chief minister-designate Ashok Gehlot took oath of office at the historic Albert Hall 
in Jaipur in a ceremony marked by the presence of senior Congress leaders and opposition figures. Ashok Gehlot 

taking over as the chief minister of Rajasthan for the third time.
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 II. Government has decided to provide alternate 
shelter to all the affected colonies residing 
near the river banks.

 III. The entire state has been put on high flood 
alert.

 (1) Only I (2) Both I and II 
 (3) Both II and III (4) All I, II and III
 (5) None of these
Q.27. Effect: This year majority of the final year students 

of the management institute have opted for 
marketing specialization.

 Which of the following can be a probable cause of 
the above effect?

 (1)  Last year most of the students with Finance 
specialization got better job offers than other 
specialization.

  (2)  Last year the students with marketing special-
ization bagged most of the lucrative offers vis-
a-vis students with other specialization.

 (3)  The management institute offers only Market-
ing specialization to its final year students.

 (4) The management institute has recently started 
its marketing specialization in addition to fi-
nance and HR being offered earlier.

 (5) None of these
Q.28. Effect: This year majority of the candidates join 

the online speed test of Mahendra’s Banking 
Institute.

 Which of the following can be a probable cause of 
the above effect?

 I. Last year most of the candidates join the of-
fline speed test form Mahendra’s Banking In-
stitute and they got better job offers from Bank 
sector.

 II. Mahendra’s Banking Institute offers only 
Banking specialization in spite of other exams.

 III. Mahendra’s Banking Institute has recently 
started its online speed test same as the pattern 
of Banking exams.

 (1) Only II (2) Only I (3) Only III 
 (4) Both I and III (5) None of these
Q.29-31. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below :
  Eight people A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are sitting 

in two parallel rows having four persons in each 
row, in such a way that there is an equal distance 
between the persons who sits adjacent to one 
another. Four of them are facing south and four 
of them are facing north. Therefore in the given 
seating arrangement each member seated in a 

row faces another member of the other row.
 (1)  They all earn different salaries, F is seated 

second to the right of the person whose salary 
is fourth highest.

 (2)  A’s salary is not 4th or 2nd highest. The 
person whose salary is 2nd highest is seated 
opposite to one who is third to the left of D.

 (3)  Salary of E is less than the salary of G and 
salary of B is more than the salary of C.

 (4) The person whose salary is 3rd highest seated 
immediate right of C, who is not immediate 
near to the person whose salary is 4th highest.

 (5)   A is seated second to the left of the person 
whose salary is second lowest.

 (6)   The salary of C is not 4th highest. G is seated 
opposite to the one who is immediate near to 
A. H’s salary is third lowest.

 (7)   B sits neither immediate near nor opposite to 
F but immediate left of H. The person whose 
salary is lowest does not sit at any of the 
extreme ends of the rows.

Q.29.   Who amongst the following sit at extreme ends of 
rows ?

  (A) FCAD (B) DCBG (C) FGCD
  (D) DEAF (E)   None of these
Q.30. Which of the following statement is true regarding 

the given seating arrangement ?
 (A) B earns 4th highest salary and sits second to 

the left of C
 (B) F is immediate to the left of G and earns high-

est salary
 (C)  A earns third highest salary and seated oppo-

site to the person who earns lowest salary
 (D)  D earns third highest salary and seated oppo-

site to B 
 (E)  More than one of the above is true
Q.31.  Which of the following group of person facing 

north?
 (1) FHEA (2) CEAD (3) HCBF
 (4) DCGB (5) Cannot be determined
Q.32-34. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below :
  K, L, M, N, O, P, Q and R sitting around a circle 

facing the centre. There are four married couples 
in the group, out of these two of them a doctor, 
two are the teacher, two are Banker and two are 
Cricketer. There are one man and one woman in 
each profession. No two women are immediate 
neighbours of each other. The profession of 
husband and wife are not same.

Belgium became the world champions for the first time when they edged past Netherlands in a high-octane 
final of the Hockey World Cup 2018.Belgium won a tense penalty shootout 3-2 against three-time champions 

Netherlands in the title showdown at the Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar.
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  The teacher is to the immediate right of N, who is a 
female Doctor. The wife of M is the Cricketer. K is 
to the immediate right of P, but K is not a Teacher or 
Banker. O is to the immediate right of L. L is third 
to the right of Q. M and Q are not teachers. The 
banker is third to the left of Doctor. N is the wife 
of P. Doctor is not an immediate neighbour of N. 
Cricketers are immediate neighbour of each other.

Q.32.  Find the O and L profession? 
 (1) Teacher and Doctor
 (2) Doctor and Banker 
 (3) Doctor and Cricketer 
 (4) Doctor and Teacher
 (5) None of these.
Q.33.  Who is second to the left of O? 
 (1)  P (2)  N (3)  K 
 (4)  R (5) None of these.
Q.34.  Which option is true regarding spouse? 
 (1) M Q (2)  L N (3)  R P 
 (4)  P N (5) None of these.
Q.35-39. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below :
  Numerals are coded as given below and some 

conditions are given. Accordingly, you have t 
find out which coding is correct.

  Number:  4 6 7 8 1 3 5 0 9 2
  Coding:   # B M % E $ Z P & Y
 Conditions:-
 (a)  If first digit, as well as last digit, is odd number 

then both will be coded as 'A'
 (b)  If first digit, as well as last digit, is even num-

ber then both will be coded as '0'
 (c)  If the first digit is even number and the last 

digit is odd number, then the code will be in-
terchanged

 (d)  If the first digit is odd number and the last digit 
is even number then both will be coded as the 
even number.

 (e)  If the number starts or end with zero, then zero 
will be coded as '*' 

 (f)  If the second digit is odd number and the sec-
ond last digit is even number then both will be 
coded as the even number.

Q.35.  316726
 (1) BBEMY4 (2) BEBM$4  (3) BMBMY4
 (4) BEBMYB  (5) None of these
Q.36.  276184
 (1) 0M0BE$ (2) 0MBE#0  (3) 0MBE%0
 (4) 0%BE%0  (5) None of these

Q.37.  097321
 (1) $EYM$* (2) *MYE&B  (3) EY$M&*
 (4) *&M$YE  (5) None of these
Q.38.  156587 
 (1) AMB0%A (2) A$B%SA  (3) A%BZ%A 
 (4) AZBZ%A (5) None of these
Q.39.  825763
 (1) #ZYNB% (2) YZM%#B  (3) $YZMB%
 (4) #YMZ%B (5) None of these
Q.40-41. In each of the following questions a statement 

is given followed by two courses of Action. A 
course of action is taken for improvement, follow 
up etc. Read the statement carefully and give 
answer -

 (1)  If only course of action I follows. 
 (2)  If only course of action II follows.
 (3)  If either course of action I or II follows. 
 (4)   If neither course of action I nor II follows.
 (5)  If both course of actions I and II follow.
Q.40. Statement :  There has been a spurt of violence and 

fighting incidents in one locality during the past 
fortnight.

 Courses of actions:  
 I.   The local police station personnel should start 

the enquiry for knowing the cause of violence.
 II.   Leaders in the locality should be tried to bal-

ance among the peoples.
Q.41. Statement:  The quality of food grains being 

distributed in some parts of the country through 
public distribution system is very poor and not fit 
for human consumption. 

 Courses of actions: 
 I.   The entire stock of food grains should imme-

diately be withdrawn from the distribution sys-
tem.

 II.  People should be advised to return the food 
grains purchased from the system and take 
their money back. 

Q.42-45. In each question given below statements are 
followed by conclusions numbered I and II .You 
have to take the given statements to be true (even 
if they seem to be at variance from the commonly 
known facts.) Read the conclusions and decide 
which logically follows:

 (1)  If only conclusion I follows.
 (2)  If only conclusion II follows. 
 (3)  If either conclusion I or II follows. 
 (4)  If neither conclusion I nor II follows. 
 (5)  If both conclusion I and II follows.  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced USD 1.4 billion financial assistance to Maldives after he held 
extensive talks with President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih during which both sides vowed to deepen security 

cooperation in the Indian Ocean region.
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Q.42.  Statement:  
 Some logic are right.        Some right are left.
 No left is grace.              All grace are beauty.
 Conclusions: 
 I.  All logic and left are not beauty. 
 II. Some left are grace is a possibility. 
Q.43.  Statements:  
 Some logic are right.       Some right are left.
 No left is grace.              All grace are beauty.
 Conclusions: 
 I.  All beauty are right.
 II. Some right are not grace is a possibility. 
Q.44. Statements:  
 Some logic are right.        No right are left.
 No left is grace.               All grace are not beauty.
 Conclusions: 
 I.  Some beauty are not right is a possibility. 
 II. Some beauty are not left is a possibility. 
Q.45.  Statements:  
 Some ode are lovely.      All lovely are music.
 No music is sad.              No sad is joy.
 Conclusions: 
 I.    All ode are joy.
 II.   Some lovely are not sad. 
Q.46. If it is possible to make only one meaningful word 

with the first, fourth, seventh and eleventh letters 
of the word 'SPHERVLVODS', which would be 
the second letter of the word from the left? If more 
than one such word can be formed, give 'Y' as the 
answer. If no such word can be formed, give 'Z' as 
your answer.

 (1) Y  (2) L (3) A
 (4) E (5) Z
Q.47. If one is subtracted from each odd digit and 

two is added to each even digit in the number 
3675249436, how many digits will appear twice in 
the new number thus formed?

 (1) None  (2) One (3) Two
 (4) Three (5) Four
Q.48-50. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below :
 Ruling governments in the west are being punished 

by the voters for ever rising unemployment rates. 
Their parliament is abuzz with campaigns marked 
by criticism of India as an outsourcing hub. India 
is seen by many in the west as a land of call centres 
and back offices with cheap labour that costs 
people in the west, their jobs.

Q.48. Which of the following statements would weaken 
the argument given in the passage?

 (1) Out sourced jobs do not require highly skilled 
and qualified employees.

 (2) Nearly 34% of the unemployed people would 
secure jobs in the west if outsourced jobs were 
in sourced by their organizations.

 (3) After suffering heavy losses in the elections 
the governments in the west are expected to 
change their decision on outsourcing to India.

 (4) Outsourcing, a dynamic, two-way relationship 
has created jobs and growth in India as well as 
the west.

 (5) Although outsourcing to India allowed many 
companies in west to focus on their core op-
erations, they heavily compromised the quality 
and the standards of their back office jobs.

Q.49. Which of the following can be a possible 
repercussion of the opposition to outsourcing in the 
west ?

 (1) Jobs which are currently outsourced to India 
would be transferred to another country which 
in all probability would be China.

 (2) Call centres and back offices employees in 
India would expect a salary at par with their 
western counterparts.

 (3) In-sourcing of jobs by the west would render 
thousands of Indians unemployed,

 (4) If in-sourced in the west itself, the companies 
would not be able to employ professionals and 
experts of same quality as available in India.

 (5) The western companies which earlier out-
sourced to India would benefit financially as 
offices would not have to be set overseas.

Q.50. Which of the following can be inferred ? (An 
inference is something which is not directly stated 
but can be inferred from the given facts)

 (1) Unemployment in India is not as severe a 
problem as that in the west.

 (2) Employees working in the back offices and 
call centres in the west earn much more than 
their counterparts in India.

 (3) Developing countries such as China and India 
do not outsource their back office jobs at all to 
other countries

 (4) Countries which do not outsource jobs do not 
face the problem of unemployment

 (5) One ol the main reasons for high unemploy-
ment rate in India is its clan of call centres and 
back offices which undertake outsourced work 
from the west

The government cleared the name of advocate Madhavi Goradia Divan as an Additional Solicitor General for 
India in the Supreme Court.
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Q.51-58.Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases have been printed in bold to help 
you locate them while answering some of the 
questions.

  Regulating school fees is one of the most significant 
legal and political challenges policymakers in India 
face. The issue of fee regulation finds itself at the 
intersection of constitutionally protected freedoms 
enjoyed by private schools and the need for making 
quality education affordable and accessible. Over 
the years, the issue of skyrocketing tuition fees has 
confronted parents. Adding to their burden is the 
annual and steep hike in tuition fees along with 
additional costs such as fees for transport, extra-
curricular activities and sports. Every academic 
year sees the media reporting instances of unhappy 
parents expressing their anger against what they 
perceive to be unjust hikes. The managements of 
such schools claim that these hikes are reasonable 
and justified as the costs of maintaining a fully 
functional private school with quality teaching 
and world-class infrastructure are quite steep. In 
this context, balancing the autonomy of private 
schools and their public welfare function becomes 
a contentious issue.

  The Supreme Court held that regulatory measures 
imposed on unaided private educational institutions 
must, in general, ensure the maintenance of proper 
academic standards, atmosphere and infrastructure 
and the prevention of mal-administration by the 
school management. While private schools are 
‘entitled to a reasonable surplus for development 
of education and expansion of the institution, there 
has to be a balance between autonomy of such 
institutions and the measures taken to prevent 
commercialisation of education’. However, there 
is not much clarity on what the terms “surplus”, 
“reasonable surplus” or “commercialisation of 
education” entail.

  In order to prevent private schools from charging 
unreasonably high fees and to prevent misuse 
of funds, several State governments have either 
enacted fee regulation laws or are in the process 
of framing them. States such as Tamil Nadu follow 
the fee fixation model whereby a government 
committee is empowered to verify and approve fee 
structures proposed by private schools. Karnataka 
is for a formula that caps fees for schools by way of 
framing rules under its school education legislation. 
Maharashtra has a weakly enforced legislation to 

regulate fees and has multiple government bodies 
to approve school fees. Recently, the Maharashtra 
government’s decision to cap proposed fee hikes 
at 15% was widely criticised by schools. A recent 
order of the Gujarat High Court upholding the 
validity of the Gujarat Self-Financed Schools 
(Regulation of Fees) Act, 2017 is now being 
reconsidered by the Supreme Court. The Court has 
directed the Government to not take any coercive 
steps against schools in the interim period.

  As of now, these models are affected by the 
challenges of weak implementation, a lack of 
capacity and constant legal challenges posed 
by private school associations. There is a larger 
irritant which is entrenched in the way private 
schools operate. In 2010, the Comptroller and 
Auditor General slammed 25 well-known private 
schools in Delhi for arbitrary fee hikes. According 
to the report, money was being collected from 
parents under false heads, while at the same time, 
teachers were being underpaid, and accounts 
misrepresented. Existing legislative efforts 
have made an incomplete assessment of the 
deeper problems with financial management and 
accounting practices adopted by private schools.

Q.51.  Which of the following words has the SAME 
meaning as the word ‘entrenched’ as used in the 
passage?

 (1) Embedded  (2) Anchored (3) Fortified 
 (4) Implanted  (5) Protected
Q.52.  According to the passage, which of the following 

states have worked in direction of bringing a 
legislation against indiscriminate fee hike practiced 
by private schools?

 (1) Karnataka, Gujarat
 (2) Karnataka, Gujarat, Delhi
 (3) Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Gujarat
 (4) Tamil Nadu
 (5) None of the above
Q.53.  Choose the word which is the opposite similar in 

meaning to the word given in bold in the passage.
 Coercive

 (1) Fascinating  (2) Assertive
 (3) Forcible   (4) Compulsion
 (5) None of the above
Q.54.  According to the passage, why according to the 

private schools, fee hike is completely justified?

iBPs cleRK Mains (englisH language)

The Union cabinet gave its nod to sign agreements with Afghanistan in the field of education which will allow 
students from that country to use courses devised here. The MoU would facilitate students and faculty of 

educational institutions in Afghanistan to register and use the SWAYAM courses.
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 I. Development of education
 II. Expansion of institution
 III. For aiding the education of the poor
  (1) (I) and (II)   (2) (I) and (III)
 (3) (II) and (III)   (4) All (I), (II) and (III)
 (5) Only (I) 
Q.55.  Which of the following words has the most 

opposite meaning as the word ‘contentious’ as used 
in the passage?

 (1) Gruesome  (2) Cognitive (3) Disputable 
 (4) Agreeable (5) Warlike
Q.56.  According to the passage, why are the laws enacted 

by the Government against unjust fee hike are not 
viable enough?

 (1) Opposition always comes in the way of 
enactment of laws.

 (2)  There is no uniformity in the laws, different 
states have their self-designed laws.

 (3)  It is not mandatory to follow the laws so some 
states make the necessay amendments to the 
law.

 (4) Many states don’t conform to the laws, 
loopholes existing in the system and legal 
threats by private institutions.

 (5) None of the above 
Q.57.  Choose the word which is most opposite to the 

following word given in bold in the passage.
 Entail

 (1) Precipitate  (2) Exclude
 (3) Kindle    (4) Prompt
 (5) Trigger 
Q.58.  According to the passage given above, which of 

the following statements is TRUE?

 A. The schools may be allowed flexibility to 
increase a maximum of 10 % fee every year. 

 B.  The schools set up a grievance committee to 
address fee-related issue.

 C.  The schools will have to increase the fee every 
year after consultation with the committee. 

 (1) Only A   (2) Only B  (3) Only C  
 (4) All A, B, and C (5) None of the above is true.
Q.59-68. In the passage given below there are blanks 

which are numbered from 59 to 68. They are 
to be filled with the options given below the 

passage against each of the respective numbers. 
Find out the appropriate word in each case 
which can most suitably complete the sentence 
without altering its meaning.

  Silicon Valley researchers are attacking flying 
bloodsuckers in California’s Fresno County. 
It’s the first salvo in an unlikely war for Google 
parent Alphabet Inc.: _____ (59) mosquito-borne 
diseases around the world. Mosquito-borne disease 
eradication is serious stuff for Alphabet, though it 
is just one of many of the company’s _____ (60) 
into health care and life sciences. Through Verily 
and other branches of the company, Alphabet 
is investigating smart contact lenses, artificial 
intelligence applications for health care, and the 
molecular mechanisms of aging. Just this month, 
Google hired Geisinger Health Chief Executive 
Officer David Feinberg to _____ (61) its many 
health-care initiatives. Verily guards its technology 
closely. But it stands to reason that if it succeeds 
in making mosquito control easy and cheap 
enough, it could have a _____ (62) offering on its 
hands: Many governments and businesses around 
the globe might be glad to pay for a solution to 
their mosquito problems. In the arid climate of 
California’s Central Valley, A. aegypti are detested 
for their _____ (63) bite. But there, at least, they 
don’t typically transmit disease. Other places 
aren’t so lucky. The mosquito species is among 
the world’s deadliest, spreading diseases such as 
dengue fever and chikungunya in the tropics and 
subtropics. The diseases its bite carries kill tens of 
thousands of people every year and infect millions 
more. Releasing Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes 
into the wild may eventually _____ (64) entire 
populations of deadly mosquitoes and the diseases 
they carry.

 As the efforts to wipe out mosquito-borne diseases 
have ramped up, a few different approaches 
to the problem have emerged_____ (65). Bill 
Gates alone has pledged more than $1 billion 
for technologies that may help wipe out malaria, 
including controversial efforts to genetically 
modify mosquitoes. Verily’s approach _____ (66) 
on a variation of a very old strategy known as 
sterile insect technique, in which a population is 
gradually killed off by _____ (67) with the ability 
to reproduce. It’s unclear what would happen if 
the world’s disease-causing mosquitoes were done 
away with. The ecological role that mosquitoes 
play hasn’t been thoroughly studied, though some 
scientists suggest we might be just fine without 
them. But it’s clear that Aaegypti has no business 

The Union Cabinet approved a memorandum of understanding between India and France in the field of new and 
renewable energy. "The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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in Fresno County. Native to warmer, wetter climes, 
no one knows where they came from when they 
first showed up. All that’s certain is that they 
have spread extremely rapidly. The county went 
from having not much of a mosquito problem at 
all to having one that made residents avoid their 
backyards and porches. Unlike most mosquitoes, 
A. aegypti lives and breeds in places inhabited by 
people, laying its eggs in, say, the few droplets of 
_____ (68) water at the bottom of a wine glass left 
on a balcony, then hiding under beds and in closets, 
biting legs and ankles. This makes it much harder 
to fight. Going door-to-door and begging residents 
to dump out standing water wasn’t cutting it, so 
in 2016, Fresno teamed up with a scientist named 
Stephen Dobson and his company, Mosquito Mate.

Q.59.  (1) Eliminate  (2) Decimate (3) Elimination 
(4) Eradicating (5) Both (3) and (4)

Q.60.  (1) Swoop   (2) Offend  (3) Forays
 (4) Attacking  (5) Raid
Q.61.  (1) Overlooked  (2) Supervise
 (3) Overshadow  (4) Superintend
 (5) Oversee
Q.62.  (1) Profitability  (2) Gain  
 (3) Non-bankable (4) Lucrative 
 (5) Thrive
Q.63.  (1) Eliminate  (2) Dreadful (3) Vicious  
 (4) Brutal  (5) Ruthless
Q.64.  (1) Wipe out  (2) Wipe  (3) End  
 (4) Finished (5) Both (1) and (4)
Q.65. (1) Done  (2) Fungus
 (3) Reserved (4) Pollute
 (5) Emerged
Q.66.  (1) Count  (2) Relies  (3) Depend
 (4) Lie   (5) All except 1
Q.67.  (1) Interrupt   (2) Hindrance
 (3) Interdependent  (4) Hamper
 (5) Interfering
Q.68.  (1) Still    (2) Stagnant  (3) Lifeless  
 (4) Stagnating  (5) Both (1) and (2)
Q.69-73. In the following question two columns are given 

containing three sentences/phrases each. In the 
first column, sentences/phrases are A, B and C 
and in the second column the sentences/phrases 
are D, E and F. A sentence/phrase from the first 
column may or may not connect with another 

sentence/phrase from the second column to 
make a grammatically and contextually correct 
sentence. Each question has five options, four 
of which display the sequence(s) in which 
the sentences/phrases can be joined to form 
a grammatically and contextually correct 
sentence. If none of the options given forms a 
correct sentence after combination, mark (e), 
i.e. “None of these” as your answer.

Q.69.   

Column 1 Column 2 
(A) Turn to place the right 
arm on

(D) the lower back, for 
support.

(B) They help bring our 
body (E) back in balance.

(C) Squat down as low as (F) you can, breathing 
deeply.

 (1) A-D, B-E, & C-F  (2) Only B-F & C-E
 (3) Only B-D & A-F   (4) A-F, B-D & C-E
 (5) None of these
Q.70. 

Column 1 Column 2 
(A) India has a good dog 
training scheme which our 
crime branch,

(D) turn to place the right 
arm on left leg.

(B) Customs and forensic 
agencies use efficiently,

(E) depriving our village 
on food and electricity.

(C) We’ve had too little 
sleep and too much food, (F) and he called me.

 (1) A-E, B-D, & C-F (2) Only B-F & C-E
 (3) Only B-D & A-F  (4) A-F, B-D & C-E
 (5) None of these
Q.71.

Column 1 Column 2 
(A) He had swept to power 
on a pledge of

(D) she was looking very 
charming.

(B) Despite several 
requests from the Karmapa 
for a visa, he

(E) that the government 
was on the back foot.

(C) The U-turn on 
measures to reduce CO2 
emissions suggested

(F) has been unable to 
visit India as planned.

 (1) A-E, B-D, & C-F (2) Only B-F & C-E
 (3) Only B-D & A-F  (4) Only A-F
 (5) None of these

Renowned classical singer Pandit Arun Bhaduri passed away.He was 75. Pandit Bhaduri, considered to be one 
of the masters of Bengali songs and Bhajans. He was a guru at the state Sangeet Academy. In 2014, we had 

conferred Bangablibhusan award.
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Q.72.

Column 1 Column 2 

(A) Dogs have of course been 
used for centuries in hunting

(D) each other and lift 
the chest up.

(B) Contract the shoulder 
blades in towards the

(E) banned in seven 
districts.

(C) We boasted about how 
badly we

(F) brilliant kids from 
the kindergarten.

 (1) A-E, B-D, & C-F (2) Only B-F & C-E
 (3) Only B-D  (4) A-F, B-D & C-E
 (5) None of these
Q.73.

Column 1 Column 2 
(A) Medical Detection 
Dogs had already done 
considerable work

(D) and climax was so full 
of slumber.

(B) Security guards in 
airports, customs and other 
public places use

(E) good body fragrances.

(C) It was a western-style 
dress, shimmery

(F) on the ability of dogs 
in detecting cancers.

 (1) Only A-F  (2) Only B-F & C-E
 (3) Only B-D & A-F  (4) Only C-E
 (5) None of these
Q.74-75. If the (A) part of the sentence is fixed at its place 

then what will be the correct rearrangement of 
the sentence given below and in case you feel the 
given sentence is in its correct sequence then 
mark option (5) i.e., no change required as your 
answer.

Q.74. The grass can be used to (A)/ purify polluted 
water bodies,(B)/ especially temple tanks, and to 
arrest soil erosion(C)/ in Kerala and Kodaikanal 
(D)/ in ghat sections, especially.(E)

 (1) BCED  (2) CBDE (3) DBEC
 (4) EBCD  (5) No change required
Q.75. As a child I often wondered why doctors,(A)/ 

celebrated or otherwise, young or grey-haired,(B)/ 
discussed with hung heads anecdotal cases(C)/ at 
cricket matches, picnics or (D)/ over beverage at 
receptions.(E)

 (1) BCED  (2) CBDE  (3) DBEC
 (4) EBCD  (5) No change required
Q.76-78.In the given questions, one statement with a 

blank is given along with four words. Two of 

the given words can fit into the given blank. 
Five options with various combinations of these 
words are given. Pick up the combination of the 
words that fits into the blank.

Q.76. The problem is aggravated by the burning of 
urban waste, diesel ________, vehicular exhaust, 
road and construction dust, and power generation. 
Although India has nine of the 10 most polluted 
cities in the world, it has not taken permanent 
corrective action on pollution. 

 a. Ash   b. Soot 
 c. Fuel   d. Combustion
 (1) c – d  (2) b –c   (3) a – b
 (4) a – c   (5) b – d 
Q.77. An international tourism campaign by the 

government since 2002, Incredible India had 
________ a decade ago by passing off a black 
African rhino as the great Indian rhinoceros, the 
bulk of whose population is in Assam’s National 
Park. 

 a. Erred  b. Goof 
 c. Repent   d. Remorse 
 (1) a – b   (2) b – c   (3) c - d 
 (4) b – d   (5) a – d 
Q.78. Making his 50th Mann Ki Baat radio broadcast, 

the PM urged the country to take forward the 
values______________ in the Constitution to 
bring “peace, progress and prosperity.” 

 a. Enshrined  b. Thwarted
 c. Condemned   d. Embodied 
 (1) a –b  (2) b –c   (3) c –d
 (4) a –d   (5) a –c 
Q.79-85. Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases have been printed in bold to help 
you locate them while answering some of the 
questions.

 The recent Supreme Court judgement in Star India 
Pvt. Ltd versus the Telecom Regulatory Authority 
of India case has far reaching implications for the 
television broadcasting industry. The SC paved 
the way for Trai’s tariff order and interconnect 
regulations for pricing and packaging of TV 
channels offered to subscribers, listing channel 
genres and a genre-wise ceiling on channel prices.

 The SC bench dismissed a challenge by Star India 
to a Madras high court order upholding Trai’s draft 
regulations preventing broadcasting companies 

HSIL's Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) Sandip Somany has been elected as the new President of FICCI. 
Sangita Reddy, Joint Managing Director of the Apollo Hospitals Group, has now been elevated as the Senior Vice 

President of Ficci.



MODEL PAPER 2018

95FEBRUARY 2019  MICA
India's batting star Harmanpreet Kaur has been named captain of the ICC Women's World Twenty20 XI, which 

also featured opener Smriti Mandhana and leg-spinner Poonam Yadav.

from mixing free-to-air channels with pay channels 
in bouquets. Star and Vijay Television had filed the 
appeal in the apex court on the grounds that the 
tariff regulations issued by Trai stood in conflict 
with the Copyright Act, 1957. Interestingly, the 
repercussions of the order will vary for different 
stakeholders. In the short term, the broadcasters 
may not exactly be celebrating the move. They 
will now have to spell out the price of each 
channel separately for the consumer. Partner at 
management consulting firm Deloitte India says 
this will definitely have an adverse impact on 
broadcasters who were driving the reach of some 
of their smaller channels through the heft of more 
popular shows and channels by clubbing them into 
a bouquet.” This may slow down new channel 
launches and may impact revenues of some of 
the less popular channels as the consumer is now 
being asked to pay for whatever he watches. Every 
consumer gets a basic package of 100 standard 
definition channels for 130.

 While the deals between broadcasters and direct-
to-home (DTH) and cable TV industries will now 
be based on fixed guidelines, the development 
may augment the carriage fee. If a broadcaster still 
wants his channel to be part of the basic pack, the 
DTH cable guy may demand more carriage fee.

 However, the SC order stands to benefit the 
consumer who can now pick and choose his 
channels rather than being saddled with hundreds 
of them. Bundling of channels by broadcasters and 
offered by DTH and cable operators to consumers 
resulted in an incredibly low-cost proposition, 
making television in India one of the cheapest in the 
world. “The unbundling of the broadcast channels 
may impact subscription revenues in the short term, 
but over a slightly longer time frame, the concept 
of ‘pay less for less, pay more for more’ will kick 
in. It is a fallacy that a la carte increases choice and 
reduces cost; go to any hotel to know that the best 
deal is often the ‘buffet’, the ‘eat as much as you 
can’ for a fixed price,”. However, if cable prices 
go up, consumers may feel more inclined towards 
‘cord-cutting’—the action of the US consumers 
dumping the expensive cable TV service for the 
much cheaper NETFLIX. So far, in India, the 
opposite is true. TV is so cheap that ‘cord-cutting’ 
makes little sense. This development benefits the 
subscription-led video-on-demand platforms as 
several of them are attractively priced between 50 
and 199 a month for exclusive content. For a value 
conscious Indian, these prices and discounted 
annual offers compare favourably with unbundled 

TV channels. Meanwhile, DTH and cable TV 
operators are also becoming internet-enabled and 
beginning to offer video-on-demand along with 
the broadcast channels to their consumers. The 
endgame will be, the more content that consumers 
consume, the higher the average revenue per user 
that will accrue to all providers, distributors and 
creators.

Q.79. According to the passage, what is true/not true with 
reference to the passage?

 A. Big cable always gets a cut of revenue from 
programming it delivers to customers

 B. Netflix has continued to grow its subscriber 
base considerably over the last few years. 

 C. Price conscious customer base in India has not 
drastically given up on traditional cable for 
streaming services.

 (1) Only A (2) Only B 
 (3) Only C (4) Both A AND B
 (5) All A, B AND C
Q.80. According to the passage, how can one say that cable 

prices and online streaming are interconnected?

 (1) the price of cable TV continues to rise every 
year and the use of Netflix and other streaming 
services has exploded

 (2) the case of Internet streaming, you may not 
have to buy a set top box thus cable is costly

 (3) Cable boxes have to be distributed to 
homeowners, and technicians have to run a 
physical wire to everywhere you want to watch 
cable.

 (4) Both (1) and (2)

 (5) Can't be said
Q.81. “ TV is so cheap that ‘cord-cutting’ makes little 

sense.” What can be inferred from cord cutting 
from the idea of the passage?

 (1) Reduction of cost of cable pricing.

 (2) Forgoing a pay television subscription or 
landline phone connection in favour of an 
alternative Internet-based or wireless service.

 (3) Cutting the cords of internet service providers.

 (4) Making internet service available people living 
in far-off places

 (5) None of the above.
Q.82. In the following question, Out of five alternatives, 

choose the one which best expresses the meaning 
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and Universal Values’.

of the given word, as given in the passage.
 Fallacy

 (1) Delusion (2) Belief  (3) Notion
 (4) Concept (5) Articulate
Q.83. In the following question, Out of five alternatives, 

choose the one which is opposite in meaning of the 
given word, as given in the passage.

 Saddled

 (1) Burdened (2) Hampered (3) Lumbered
 (4) Encumbered (5) Relieved
Q.84. What will the most suitable title for the passage?
 (1) Waging a war against NETFLIX.
 (2) NETFLIX gains an edge.
 (3) India’s movement towards cord-cutting.
 (4) Cable versus NETFLIX
 (5) Consumer: cord Nevers or cord cutters.
Q.85. “Go to any hotel to know that the best deal is often 

the ‘buffet’, the ‘eat as much as you can’ for a fixed 
price”. Why this example has been cited in the 
passage?

 A. People find that subscription offer more 
attractive in which they have to pay less or pay 
a fixed price for more options.

 B.  NETFLIX offer more options at a much 
cheaper rate

 C.  Cable TV and Netflix are going hand in hand 
to devise a budget friendly subscription pack 
for the consumer.

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) All A, B and C (5) None of the above
Q.86-90. The given sentences, when properly sequenced, 

form a coherent paragraph. Each sentence is 
labelled with a letter. Choose the most logical order 
of the sentences from among the five given choices 
to construct a coherent paragraph keeping 1 as the 
first statement.

 The Royal Bengal Tiger is known to live in a wide 
variety of habitats in the Subcontinent.

 A.  The study that began about three years ago 
has recorded 11 tigers in Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Dibang Valley.

 B.  Now, a study by researchers of the Wildlife 
Institute of India has found these.

 C.  Its roar can be heard in moist evergreen 
forests, dry and coniferous forests, mangroves, 

subtropical and temperate upland forests and 
alluvial grasslands.

 D.  Majestic creatures in the snow-capped regions 
of the Eastern Himalaya. 

 (1) CABD  (2) ABDC (3) CBDA 
 (4) BDCA  (5) ACDB 
Q.87. A large part of the Dibang Valley is home to the 

Mishmi tribes.

 A.  A tribute to the ways the Mishmi people have 
found to co-exist with the animals.

 B.  The cosmology of this tribal group hold tigers 
to be in special relationship with humans. 

 C.  Killing the animal is deemed fratricidal.

 D.  The presence of the big cats in an area which is 
not even a tiger reserve is, in large measure.

 (1) ADBC (2) DABC (3) CDAB
 (4) ABDC (5) BADC
Q.88. The story of the Indian economic turnaround 

after 1992 was one of large productivity gains 
induced by removal of industrial and trade policy 
restrictions. 

 A. The last four years blessed India with a 
wonderful external climate along with 
widespread domestic support for reforms to 
free up private enterprise.

 B.  Those reforms worked mainly through a better 
allocation of resources across different sectors 
of the economy. 

 C.  But that was a one-shot gain.

 D.  The country now needs a second generation of 
reforms wherein factor markets including land 
and Labor are liberalized.

 (1) BCDA (2) ABCD (3) DBCA
 (4) CABD (5) ADBC
Q.89. The health, longevity and well-being of Indians 

has improved since Independence, 

 A. And the high levels of economic growth over 
the past two-and-half-decades have made more 
funds available to spend on the social sector. 

 B.  Yet, the reality is that a third of the world’s 
stunted children under five — an estimated 
46.6 million who have low height for age — 
live in India.

 C.  A quarter of the children display wasting (that 
is, low weight for height) as well. 
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 D.  As the Global Nutrition Report 2018 points 
out, this finding masks the wide variation in 
stunting levels in different parts of the country. 

 (1) BCDA (2) ABCD (3) CBDA
 (4) DCBA (5) ADBC
Q.90. The ILO report observes that the acceleration of 

economic growth in high-income countries in 2017 

 A.  And yet, in many low- and middle-income 
economies the average wage, in absolute 
terms, was so low it was still inadequate to 
cover the bare needs of workers.

 B.  Was led mainly by higher investment spending 
rather than by private consumption.

 C.  While in the advanced economies the increase 
over the same period aggregated to a far lower 
9%.

 D.  Extending the time horizon, it reveals that real 
wages almost tripled in the developing and 
emerging countries of the G20 between 1999 
and 2017,

 (1) BCDA (2) BDCA (3) CDBA
 (4) DABC (5) DCBA 

iBPs cleRK Mains (Quantitative aPtitude)
Q.91. A and B started a business in partnership by 

investing Rs 8000 and Rs 4000 respectively. 
Condition of partnership is that B got Rs 100 per 
month for management of the business. Remaining 
profit has to be distributed in the ratio of their 
investments. Find the profit share of B, if the 
annual profit is Rs 4500. 

 (1) 2200 Rs. (2) 2400 Rs. (3) 2300 Rs.   

 (4) 2500 Rs.    (5) None of these

Q.92. An alloy contains Copper, Sulphur and lead in the 
ratio 2:3:1 and another contains Sulphur, lead and 
tin in the ratio 5:4:3. If equal weights of both alloys 
are melted together to form a third alloy, then what 
will be the weight of tin per kg in new alloy?

 (1) 1/6 Kg.  (2) 1/5 Kg.  (3) 1/9 Kg. 

 (4) 1/3 Kg.  (5) None of these

Q.93. Two boats A and B start towards each other from 
two places, 150 km apart. Speed of the boats 
A and B in still water are 12 km/h and 18 km/h 
respectively. If A proceeds downstream and B 
upstream, they will meet after how much time?

 (1) 4.5 hours   (2) 4 hours   (3) 3 hours   

 (4) 5 hours    (5) None of these

Q.94.  A basket contains 8 Blue and 10 Brown balls. 
There is another basket which contains 6 Blue and 
8 Brown balls. One ball is to drawn from either of 
the two baskets. What is the probability of drawing 
a Blue ball? 

 (1) 51/126 (2) 101/252 (3) 113/252

 (4) 55/126 (5) None of these

Q.95. One card is drawn at random from a pack of 52 
cards. What is the probability that the card drawn 
is either a black card or a queen? 

 (1) 5/18 (2) 7/13 (3) 2/9
 (4) 15/26 (5)None of these
Q.96. A bag contains 12 Green and 8 White balls. Four 

balls are drawn out one by one and not replaced. 
What is the probability that they are in alternate 
colours? 

 (1) 616/4845 (2) 634/4845  (3) 828/4845
 (4) 524/4845 (5) None of these
Q.97. From a group of 4 men, 5 women and 3 children, 4 

people are to be chosen to form a committee. What 
is the probability that the committee contains at 
least 1 each of men, women and children? 

 (1) 7/13 (2) 1/3 (3) 8/15
 (4) 6/11 (5) None of these
Q.98. 8 persons are seated at a round table. What is the 

probability that 3 particular persons sit together? 
 (1) 1/8 (2) 1/5 (3) 1/4
 (4) 1/7 (5) None of these
Q.99. Rs. 1278 is divided among 6 men, 5 women and 3 

boys. The ratio of share of a man, a woman and a 
boy is 8: 11: 13. What is the share of a man? 

 (1) 68 (2) 65 (3) 78
 (4) 70 (5) None of these
Q.100. A child has 3 different kinds of chocolates costing 

Rs 2, Rs 5 and Rs 10. He spends a total Rs. 140 
on the chocolates. Find the sum of minimum and 
maximum chocolate he can buy with one condition 
that he must buy from all varieties?

 (1) 80 (2) 85 (3) 82
 (4) 90 (5) None of these
Q.101-105. Study the following pie-charts carefully 

and answer the questions below them.  
Here first chart shows the percentage of 
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Professor and Assistant Professor together 
teaching six different subjects in University 'X'.        
Second chart shows the percentage of Professor 
teaching six different subjects in University 'X'
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Q.101. If the ratio of the total number of male Professors 
to the total number of female Professors is 9:16 
and the ratio of the total number of male Assistant 
Professors to the total number of female Assistant 
Professors is 9 : 11, what is the total number of 
female Professors and Assistant Professor teaching 
the given six subjects in University ‘X’?

 (1) 90 (2) 95 (3) 112
 (4) 87 (5) None of these
Q.102. What is the central angle corresponding to the total 

number of Professors and Assistant Professors 
teaching Hindi?

 (1) 43.80 (2) 41.20 (3) 45.70

 (4) 43.20 (5) None of these

Q.103. What percent Professors are teaching Psychology 
and Sociology together out of the total number 
Professors and Assistant Professors teaching these 
two subjects together?

 (1) 
127 %
6  (2) 

129 %
6   (3) 

129 %
3

 (4) 
129 %
3

 (5) None of these

Q.104. The total number of Assistant Professors teaching 
Economics and English together is what percent 
more than the total number of Professors teaching 
these two subjects together?

 (1) 240% (2) 140% (3) 25%
 (4) 125% (5)None of these 
Q.105. What is the average number of Professors teaching 

Computer science, Psychology, English and 
Sociology?

 (1) 8 (2) 5 (3) 9
 (4) 12 (5) None of these
Q.106-110. Following information is given about New 

Delhi- Bhubaneshwar Rajdhani Express. Read the 
information and answer the questions asked. 

Station Name Arrival 
Time

Departure 
time

Distance 
(in Kms)

New Delhi -- 17:05 0

Kanpur Central 21:48 21:53 440

Mughal Sarai JN 01:55 02:05 786

Gaya JN 04:18 04:21 989

Koderma 05:22 05:24 1066

Bokaro  Steel City 07:35 07:40 1191

Tata Nagar JN 10:35 10:40 1342

Kharagpur JN 12:25 12:40 1476

Balasore 14:02 14:04 1595

Bhadrak 15:12 15:14 16:57

Cuttack 16:33 16:35 1772

Bhubaneshwar 17:30 -- 1800

Q.106. The fourth longest run for the train between the 
two successive halts is-

 (1) Mughal Sarai JN - Gaya JN                 

Opening ceremony for the 7th Sino-India joint exercise Hand-in-Hand 2018, scheduled from 10 to 23 December 
2018 was held on 11 December 2018 at Chengdu, China. The Indian contingent was led by Col Puneet Pratap 

Singh Tomar.  
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 (2) New Delhi - Kanpur Central
 (3) Kanpur Central - Mughal Sarai JN        
 (4) Balasore – Balasore
 (5) None of these
Q.107. The average speed that the train maintained was 

highest between which two successive stations?
 (1) Kanpur Central - Mughal Sarai JN    
 (2) Mughal Sarai JN - Gaya JN
 (3) New Delhi - Kanpur Central            
 (4) Bokaro Steel City - Tatanagar JN
 (5) None of these
Q.108. The average speed that the train maintained 

between New Delhi and Bhubaneswar was nearly 
equal to-

 (1) 71 kmph (2) 74 kmph (3) 75 kmph
 (4) 82 kmph (5) 56 kmph
Q.109. If we consider a journey that begins in New Delhi 

and ends in Bhubaneswar, the train has the longest 
halt at-

 (1) Kanpur Central    (2) Mughal Sarai JN    
 (3) Tatanagar JN    (4) Kharagpur JN
 (5) None of these
Q.110. The train begins its return journey from 

Bhubaneswar to New Delhi Seventeen hours after 
it has arrived at Bhubaneswar. If the train left New 
Delhi on Tuesday on what day will it have returned 
to New Delhi? (Assume that on the return journey 
that train maintains the same average speed as on 
the onward journey).

 (1) Thursday     (2) Friday     (3) Saturday    
 (4) Sunday (5) None of these
Q.111-116. Which information are necessary to answer the 

questions asked- 
Q.111. Karina and Katrina invested some money in a 

business in the ratio of 4 : 5. At the end of year 
find the difference between the profits of Karina 
and Katrina.

 I.  Karina invested money for the whole year and 
Katrina invested money for 8 months.

 II.  The total profit earned by both at the end of the 
year is Rs 22000.

 III. At the end of the year Karina earned Rs 12000.
 (1) Any two are sufficient 
 (2) II and III together are sufficient
 (3) III and (I or II) are sufficient

 (4) All three together are sufficient
 (5) All three together are not sufficient
Q.112.  In an examination some students appeared for 

the examination. How many students cleared the 
exam?

 I.  35% of the students failed in the exams.

 II. The difference between the students who 
cleared the exam and failed in exam is 240.

 III. The ratio of the boys and girls who appeared 
for the examination is 4:5.

 (1) Any two are sufficient
 (2) I and II together are sufficient
 (3) II and (I or III) are sufficient
 (4) All three together are sufficient
 (5) All three together are not sufficient
Q.113. Find the two digit number.
 I. The product of the digits of two digit number is 

20.
 II. The difference between the two digits of the two 

digit numbers is 1.
 III. The sum of the two digits of the two digit 

numbers is 9.
 (1) None of these
 (2) II and III together are sufficient
 (3) III and (I or II are sufficient)
 (4) All three together are sufficient
 (5) All three together are not sufficient
Q.114. How much is monthly profit of a company?

 I.  Company decided to give bonus with the salary 
to its employees. Bonus is 12% of the monthly 
profit of the company.

 II.  On the day of salary distribution, company 
changed its mind and gave a total of Rs.24000 
as bonus which was 125% of what the company 
had decided earlier.

 III.  Company gives an amount of Rs.15000 as 
bonus which is 3/4th of total monthly profit.

 (1) None of these
 (2) II and III together are sufficient
 (3) III and (I or II are sufficient)

 (4) All three together are sufficient

 (5) All three together are not sufficient

India's Manika Batra became the first Indian Table Tennis player to be decorated with the 'Breakthrough Table 
Tennis Star' award at the prestigious International Table Tennis Federation Star Awards in Incheon, South Korea.
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Q.115. What is the present age of Sanjeev?

 I.   Sanjeev is 4 years younger than Anuj. The 
ratio of the age of Anuj and Vipin is 4 : 5.

 II.   Vipin is 1 year older than Sanjeev and the 
present age of Anuj is 20 years.

 III.  The present age of Sanjeev is 5 years less than 
the age of Mohan.

 (1) Any two are sufficient

 (2) II and III together are sufficient

 (3) I and II together are sufficient

 (4) All three together are sufficient

 (5) All three together are not sufficient

Q.116. At what time will the train reach point X from 
point Y?

 I.  The train crosses another train of equal distance 
of 250 m in 25 sec. running opposite direction.

 II.  The train of 250 m crosses a signal pole in 10 
sec.

 III. The distance between point X and point Y is 
360 km.

 (1) None op these

 (2) II and III together are sufficient

 (3) III and (I or II are sufficient)

 (4) All three together are sufficient

 (5)  All three together are not sufficient

Q.117-121. Directions: Each question below contains a 
statement followed by Quantity I and Quantity 
II. Find both to find the relationship among them. 
Mark your answer accordingly.

Q.117. Quantity I: Sum, if the difference between 
Compound Interest and Simple Interest at 20% 
rate of interest in 2 years is Rs 800

 Quantity II: Sum, if the compound interest of 2 
years at the rate in which a sum of Rs 125 becomes 
Rs 216, in 3 years is Rs 6600

 (1) Quantity I > Quantity II

 (2) Quantity I ≥ Quantity II

 (3) Quantity II > Quantity I

 (4) Quantity II ≥ Quantity I

 (5) Quantity I = Quantity II or Relation cannot be 
established

Q.118. A and B started a business with Rs 10,000 and Rs 
15,000 respectively. After 6 months C joined them 
with Rs 20,000.

 Quantity I: B′s share in total profit of Rs 4,00,000 
at the end of 2 years.

 Quantity II: Annual Salary of Rohit after tax 
deduction if he earns Rs 20,000 per month and 
pays a tax of 20% each month.

 (1) Quantity I > Quantity II

 (2) Quantity I ≥ Quantity II

 (3) Quantity II > Quantity I

 (4) Quantity II ≤ Quantity I

 (5) Quantity I = Quantity II or Relation cannot be 
established

Q.119. A can do a work in 16 days. B is 60% more efficient 
than A.

 Quantity I: Time taken by A and B together to do 
the work.

 Quantity II: Time taken by A and B to do the 
work together when A works at double his 
original efficiency and B works at half his original 
efficiency.

 (1) Quantity I > Quantity II

 (2) Quantity I ≥ Quantity II

 (3) Quantity II > Quantity I

 (4) Quantity II ≥ Quantity I

 (5) Quantity I = Quantity II or Relation cannot be 
established

Q.120. Quantity I: Age of A five years ago if 6 years hence 
ratio of age of A to B will be 14 : 11, and 1 year ago 
the ratio was 7 : 5.

 Quantity II:  Average age of 2 students included 
in a group of 5 students with average age 18 years 
given that addition of these 2 students in group 
makes average increase by 1.

 (1) Quantity I > Quantity II

 (2) Quantity I ≥  Quantity II

 (3) Quantity II > Quantity I

 (4) Quantity II ≥  Quantity I

 (5) Quantity I = Quantity II or Relation cannot be 
established

Mauritius will organise a 'Gita Mahotsav' in February 2019, the country's acting President, Paramasivum Pillay 
Vyapoory announced. Mauritius is the partner country and Gujarat is the partner state in the 'International Gita 

Mahotsav 2018' inaugurated in Kurukshetra inHaryana. 
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Q.121. The price of item X is marked at Rs 10,000. After 
giving a discount of 4%, a gain of 20% is achieved.

 Quantity I: Cost Price of an article if it is sold 
making a loss of 10% given that if the cost price 
was 20% less, a profit of Rs 12 could be made.

 Quantity II:  Labeled Price of an article if a discount 
of 30% is given on it and then sold for  Rs 105 at a 
loss of 20%

 (1) Quantity I > Quantity II
 (2) Quantity I ≥  Quantity II
 (3) Quantity II > Quantity I
 (4) Quantity II ≥  Quantity I
 (5) Quantity I = Quantity II or Relation cannot be 

established
Q.122-126. Study the following graph carefully and answer 

the following questions given below.
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Q.122. What is the difference between Number of Girls in 
School A and Number of Girls in School B?

 (1) 240 (2) 224 (3) 204
 (4) 195 (5) None of these
Q.123. Girls in School C forms approximately what 

percent of the total number students in that School?
 (1) 42 (2) 56 (3) 61
 (4) 39 (5) 49
Q.124. What is the ratio of Sum of Boys in School D and 

Girls in School E together to the Sum of Girls in 
School D and Boys in School E together is?

 (1) 997:1012 (2) 1000:1011 (3) 999:1012

 (4) 1000:1013 (5) None of these

Q.125. How many number of Boys are there in School F?
 (1) 10468 (2) 11298 (3) 10216
 (4) 11495 (5) None of these
Q.126. In which of the following School least no of Girls 

are present?
 (1) School A (2) School B (3) School C 

(4) School D (5)  School E
Q.127-131. Refer to the table and answer the given  

questions.
 Total Population in Five Cities = 20,00,000

City
Total
population
(In lakhs)

Rural 
: 
Urban

Male:
Female

Literate: 
Illiterate

Among 
literates 
% of 
graduates

A _ 7:3 10:11 2:3 _

B 3.15 _ 7:3 _ 45

C _ 6:5 _ 7:4 _

D 4.20 _ 11:3 _ 65

E _ 11:9 _ 2:3 _

Q.127. The total population of City A and C is 7,55,000. 
The difference between the total population of City 
A and C is is 1.25 lakhs. Then the urban population 
of City A and C together is approximately what 
percent of total population of these two Cities?

 (1) 39% (2) 12% (3) 13%

 (4) 11% (5) Can not be determined 

Q.128. The difference between the number of male and 
female in the City A is 15000. Approximately, by 
what percent of urban population of City A less 
than its Rural population?

 (1) 75% (2) 57% (3) 55%

 (4) 68% (5) 43%

Q.129. 25% of total population of City C is 1,10,000.  If 
the total number of Literate graduates of City B 
and D are 15,570 and 91,000. Approximately what 
percent of the total population of City B, C and 
D together is literate?

 (1) 41% (2) 46% (3) 51%

 (4) 73% (5) 38%

India was ranked 108th among 149 countries at the World Economic Forum (WEF) Global Gender Gap Index 
2018, same as it was ranked in 2017.
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Q.130. What is the sum of male population in City B and 
female population in City D together?

 (1) 3,76,000 (2) 3,10,500 (3) 3,60,000

 (4) 3,60,500 (5) None of the Above

Q.131-135. What approximate value should come at place 
of question mark (?) in the following questions?

Q.131. 68% of 1288 + 26% of 734 – 215 = ?

 (1) 750 (2) 800 (3) 850

 (4) 925 (5) 975

Q.132. (32.05)2 – (18.9)2– (11.9)2 = ?

 (1) 500 (2) 575 (3) 550

 (4) 525 (5) 600

Q.133. √5687 × √1245 ÷ √689 = ? ÷ 13

 (1) 1320 (2) 1390 (3) 1480

 (4) 1260 (5) 1500

Q.134. √1765 + 1010 ÷ 14 – 64% of 250 = ?

 (1) 140 (2) -45 (3) 95

 (4) -20 (5) 175

Q.135. ?% of 4860 – 459.08 + 26.06% of 1350 = 2565.299

 (1) 35 (2) 95 (3) 65

 (4) 55 (5) 75

Q.136-140. The following series are based on certain 
pattern. One number in the series is wrong. Find 
the odd one out

Q.136. 3    4    9     28  113      565 3397

 (1) 4 (2) 9 (3) 28 

 (4) 113 (5) 565

Q.137. 4 6     12 30        60 315     1260

 (1) 6 (2) 12 (3) 30 

 (4) 60 (5) 315

Q.138. 200   196    192   180     160 130     88

 (1) 196 (2) 192 (3) 180 

 (4) 160 (5) 130

Q.139. 9.2   10.6    7.6    12.4    6   14   4.4

 (1) 10.6 (2) 7.6 

 (3) 12.4 (4) 6 

 (5) 14

Q.140. 1   730     973 1054    1081   1069     1093

 (1) 730 (2) 973 

 (3) 1054 (4) 1081 

 (5) 1069

iBPs cleRK Mains (geneRal awaReness)
Q.141. 'Mukhyamantri Mahila Kosh' scheme is announced 

recently by which state?

 (1) Arunachal Pradesh 

 (2) Madhya Pradesh

 (3) Himachal Pradesh 

 (4) Uttar Pradesh

 (5) None of these

Q.142. Ajeya Warrior 2017 ------- Joint Indo-UK army 
training exercise was held in which state?

 (1) Sikkim (2) Jharkhand

 (3) Bihar (4) Rajasthan

 (5) None of these

Q.143. Saudi Arabia's King Salman bin Abdul-Aziz 
inaugurated the prestigious National Heritage 
Festival in Janadriyah village. Where is Janadriyah 
village located?

 (1) Riyadh (2) Tabuk (3) Bahah 

 (4) Jawf (5) Madinah

Q.144. Which ministry has released country's first ever 
'Highway Capacity Manual' (HCM)?

 (1) Ministry of Power

 (2) Ministry of Railways

 (3) Ministry of Rural Development

 (4) Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

 (5) Ministry of Shipping

Q.145. On which company RBI has imposed S4A scheme 
firstly in India?

 (1) Larsen and Tourbo (LNT)

 (2) Hindustan Construction Company (HCC)

 (3) Lanco Infratech

 (4) Reliance Infrastructure Limited

 (5) Simplex Infrastructures Ltd.
Uday Shankar, currently chairman of Star India and president of 21st Century Fox Asia-Pacific (only Asia), was 
elected as Vice President of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) for the year 

2018-19.
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Q.146. Which India’s App has won the best M-Government 
service award in the accessible government 
category at “World Government Summit 2018” 
that was held in Dubai?

 (1) YONO App (2) Umang App

 (3) BHIM App (4) SFOORTI App

 (5) SHAKTI App

Q.147. World Anti-Doping Agency  (WADA) has 
suspended Romania’s drug-testing laboratory for 
_________

 (1) 2 months (2) 4 months (3) 6 months 
(4) 2 year (5) 3 years

Q.148. Who acts as the registry and central depository for 
G-Secs?

 (1) Public Debt Office (2) SBI

 (3) SEBI  (4) IRDAI

 (5) Government of India

Q.149. In which type of banking the issuance of notes is 
not monopolized by central banks?

 (1) M-banking  

 (2) Free banking

 (3) Branchless banking 

 (4) Universal banking

 (5) None of these

Q.150. ____ is a market situation in which a product that 
does not have close substitutes is being produced 
and sold by a single seller.

 (1) Monopoly (2) Duopoly

 (3) Oligopoly (4) Perfect Competition

 (5) None of these

Q.151. 'Two Lives' is written by which of the following?

 (1) Vikram Seth (2) Rachel Carson

 (3) Roland Barthes(4) Max Weber

 (5) Plato

Q.152. What is the full form of MSF in banking?

 (1) Managed Standing Facility

 (2) Marginal Statutory Facility

 (3) Marginal Standing Facility

 (4) Money Standing Facility

 (5) None of these

Q.153. When is Telecommunication Day celebrated?

 (1) 15-May (2) 16-May (3) 17-May

 (4) 18-May (5) 19-May

Q.154. What is the capital of Venezuela?

 (1) Miranda (2) Caracas (3) Maracaibo

 (4) Valencia (5) Bogotá

Q.155. Where is the headquarters of DRDO?

 (1) Bhopal (2) Dehradun (3) Kanpur

 (4) Mumbai (5) New Delhi

Q.156. Shubhankar Sharma is related to which sports?

 (1) Golf (2) Badminton (3) Cricket

 (4) Kabaddi (5) Hockey

Q.157. Which of the following is not a banking product?

 (1) Call money  

 (2) Draft

 (3) Saving Account  

 (4) Fixed Deposit Account

 (5) None of these

Q.158. Which of the following is a money market 
instrument?

 (1) Treasury bill (2) Share (3) Derivative

 (4) Insurance (5) None of these

Q.159. Which of the following is not a derivative?

 (1) Forward (2) Future (3) Option

 (4) Share   (5) None of these

Q.160. What is the Currency of Philippines?

 (1) Baht (2) Dinar

 (3) Rupee (4) Riyal 

 (5) Peso

Q.161. Where is Changu Lake located?

 (1) Itanagar (2) Gangtok 

 (3) Jammu (4) Imphal 

 (5) Aizawl

Former India opener Woorkeri Venkat Raman has been appointed as the new Head coach of the Indian women's 
national cricket team. WV Raman was among one of the three candidates shortlisted for the role by an ad-hoc 

panel.
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Q.162. Call Money is repayable __.

 (1) After 14 Days 

 (2) After 21 Days

 (3) After 7 Days 

 (4) On Demand

 (5) None of these

Q.163. Bancassurance is related to selling __ product.

 (1) Deposits (2) Insurance (3) Gold

 (4) Locker (5) None of these

Q.164. ALM is used in banking. What is the full form of 
ALM?

 (1) Asset Liability Management

 (2) Asset Liability Maturity

 (3) Asset Liability Mismatch

 (4) Asset Liability Manpower

 (5) Asset Liability Maintenance

Q.165. In which continent is GOBI desert situated?

 (1) South America (2) South Africa

 (3) Asia (4) Australia

 (5) Antarctica

Q.166. Chabahar port is located in which country?

 (1) Iraq (2) Iran (3) Kuwait

 (4) Jordan (5) Syria

Q.167. What is the financial instrument by which company 
invites the public to invest their money in it and 
become a partner of the company?

 (1) Debit (2) Equity (3) Debenture

 (4) Bond (5) None of these

Q.168. How many countries are the members of Asian 
Development Bank (ADB)?

 (1) 189 (2) 193 (3) 160

 (4) 67 (5) 69

Q.169. What amount shall be provided by the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) to EESL to promote 
efficient energy usage in India?

 (1) USD 110 million

 (2) USD 130 million

 (3) USD 54 million

 (4) USD 13 million

 (5) USD 60 million

Q.170. Abhay Kumar has been appointed as the 
Ambassador of India to which country?

 (1) Iraq (2) Madagascar   

 (3) Somalia (4) Israel

 (5) Brazil

Q.171. Former Supreme Court Judge Sailendu Nath 
Phukan died, recently. He had served as the Chief 
Justice of which state high court?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh and Haryana  

 (2) Himachal Pradesh and Odisha

 (3) Madhya Pradesh and Goa  

 (4) Andhra Pradesh and Bihar

 (5) Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim

Q.172. Who has been appointed as the Ambassador of 
India to Iran?

 (1) Navtej Singh Sarna

 (2) Gaddam Dharmendra

 (3) Arun Kumar Singh

 (4) S Jaishankar

 (5) None of these

Q.173. Which Indian cricketer has announced his 
retirement from all forms of competitive cricket?

 (1) M S Dhoni (2) Rohit Sharma

 (3) Munaf Patel   (4) K. L. Rahul

 (5) Hardik Pandya

Q.174. Which Indian wrestler has achieved the number 
one rank in the world in the 65kg category?

 (1) Sandeep Tomar

 (2) Bajrang Punia  

 (3) Sushil Kumar

 (4) Pawan Kumar  

 (5) Mausam Khatri

Q.175. Which city will host 49th International Film 
Festival of India  (IFFI) 2018?

The NITI Aayog released the Baseline Report of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) India Index. 
Chandigarh leads as the ‘Top Performer’ in this report.
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 (1) Mumbai (2) Pune (3) Kolkata

 (4) Goa (5) Shimla

Q.176. Veteran journalist Roshan Lal Sethi passed away 
recently. His area of work in journalism was related 
to which of the following?

 (1) Sports (2) Politics (3) Business

 (4) Crime (5) Fashion

Q.177. ‘OPERATION GREENS’ is related to which of the 
following ministry?

 (1) Food Processing Industries

 (2) Coal and Natural Gas

 (3) Environment

 (4) Rural and Urban Development

 (5) Railways

Q.178. Fuzhou China Open is related to which Sports?

 (1) Lawn Tennis (2) Football (3) Cricket 
(4) Badminton (5) Table Tennis

Q.179. Which city hosted the 5th edition of “Women of 
India National Organic Festival 2018”?

 (1) Lucknow (2) Pune 

 (3) New Delhi (4) Goa 

 (5) Shimla

Q.180. Which city hosted the Indian Food and Agro Buyer 
Seller Meet?

 (1) London (2) Jeddah (3) Phuket

 (4) Goa (5) New Delhi

Q.181. Saurav Ghosal is related to which games?

 (1) Squash (2) Table Tennis (3) Badminton

 (4) Cycling (5) Shooting

Q.182. La Liga is a name related to which sports?

 (1) Squash (2) Football (3) Car Racing

 (4) Car Racing (5) Shooting

Q.183. The Government approved signing of a pact with _ 
for facilitating customised training programmes on 
labour and employment.

 (1) China (2) Brazil (3) Italy

 (4) Russia (5) Canada  

Q.184. India has overtaken which country to become the 
second largest smartphone market in the July-
September 2018 quarter?

 (1) China (2) Russia (3) Japan

 (4) Britain (5) USA

Q.185. Which IIT have developed fluorescent carbon 
nanodots for simultaneous detection and 
destruction of cancer cells?

 (1) IIT Mumbai (2) IIT Delhi (3) IIT Roorkee

 (4) IIT Jaipur (5) IIT Pune

Q.186. Saurabh Chaudhary is related to which sports?

 (1) Archery (2) Swimming (3) Long Jump

 (4) Shooting (5) Football

Q.187. What is the expected growth rate of India in 2018 
according to Moody’s Investor Service?

 (1) 7.30% (2) 7.40% (3) 7.50%

 (4) 7.60% (5) 7.70%

Q.188. Who has been awarded an honorary doctorate by 
a prestigious UK university for her inspirational 
achievements?

 (1) Arunima Sinha

 (2) Sudha Chandra

 (3) Arvind Kejriwal

 (4) Manmohan Singh

 (5) Chandra Babu Naidu

Q.189. US Attorney General has resigned from his post. 
What is his name?

 (1) Jeff Sessions (2) Rita Manker

 (3) Sachin Peter (4) J K Lal

 (5) Sujeet Chatwar

Q.190. What is the full form of ITU?

 (1) Indian Telecommunications Union Council

 (2) International Telecommunications Union 
Council

 (3) Indian Technological Union Council

 (4) International Technological Union Council

 (5) None of these

Senior Congress leader Kamal Nath was sworn in as the 18th Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh on 
December 17, 2018.
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eXPlanation/iBPs cleRK Mains (Reasoning aBility)
Q.1-4.

 N -  Colours
 O - Watches
 K- Diaries
 M - Cookies
 P - Pencil

 L - Jewellery

 J - Spoons

Q.1.(4) Q.2.(2)  Q.3.(3)

Q.4.(2) 

Q.5-8.  Day  Person  Interview

 Monday  S  Dena Bank

 Tuesday  R  Canara Bank

 Wednesday  V  Bank of Baroda

 Thursday  Z  Union Bank

 Friday  Y  Punjab National Bank

 Saturday  W  Indian Bank

 Sunday  Q  UCO Bank

Q.5.(5) Q.6.(1) Q.7.(4) Q.8.(5)

Q.9-13. 1. For letter : First and last letter  of each word.
 2. For number : (a) If the word starting with 

consonant then only add the position of all 
consonants of the given word.

 (b) If the word starting with vowel then only add 
the position of all vowels of the given word.

Q.9.(2)  C59R

Q.10.(1)  U35E

Q.11.(3)  R38O

Q.12.(4)  T430

Q.13.(5)  E5T
Q.14-15. Input: 66 fascinate 48 spellbinds myself 39 95 75 

question hypnotizses 51 yachting offers 81
 Step 1: hypnotizses 66 fascinate 48 spellbinds 

myself 39 75 question 51 yachting offers 81 95
 Step 2: spellbinds hypnotizses fascinate 48 myself 

39 75 question 51 yachting offers 81 95 66
 Step 3: fascinate spellbinds hypnotizses 48 myself 

39 question 51 yachting offers 81 95 66 75
 Step 4: yachting fascinate spellbinds hypnotizses 

myself 39 question 51 offers 81 95 66 75 48

 Step 5: question yachting fascinate spellbinds 
hypnotizses myself 51 offers 81 95 66 75 48 39

 Step 6: offers question yachting fascinate 
spellbinds hypnotizses myself 51 95 66 75 48 39 81

 Step 7: myself offers question yachting fascinate 
spellbinds hypnotizses 95 66 75 48 39 81 51

 Step 8: 1  6  5  3  1  5  7  5  3  3  3  3  9  6
 a. For word : Number of letters in the given word 

then arrange in decending order.
 b. For number : First digit X second digit, then 

arrange in decending order.

Q.14.(4)  Q.15.(1)  

Q.16-17. 

Bhandari
Blue Red

Red Black

Blue

Red

Black
Blue

Riya

Arora

Kapoor

Rao

Harry

Tom

Sehgal

Q.16.(4)  

Q.17.(3) 
Q.18.(4) 

Q.19.(2) 

Q.20.(1) 

Q.21.(1) 

Q.22.(1) 
Q.23-25.

 

Black

Green

Red

Yellow

2
Blue

2

5
10

Q.23.(3) South West

Q.24.(1) 125

 H.P = 2 210 5 125+ =

Ashok Gehlot on December 17, 2018 took oath as the Rajasthan Chief Minister for a third time; while, Sachin 
Pilot was sworn-in as the Deputy Chief Minister in Jaipur's Albert Hall, Rajasthan. 
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Q.25.(1) Blue 
Q.26.(4)

Q.27.(2)

Q.28.(4)

Q.29-31.
2H 1H 6H 4H
G F H B

C A E D 
5H 3H 8H 7H 

L 

R 

R 

L 

Q.29.(2)  Q.30.(2) Q.31.(5)

Q.32-34.

Teach.

Banker

Banker

Teach.

Dr.

Dr.

Cri.

Cri.
KM

P N

OL

R Q

L
K

P

Q

R

N
M

O

Banker

Teach.

Dr.

Cri.

Cri.

Banker

Teach.

Dr.

Q.32.(1)

Q.33.(3)

Q.34.(4)

Q.35.(5)

Q.36.(4)

Q.37.(5)

Q.38.(3)

Q.39.(3)

Q.40.(5)

Q.41.(2)

Q.42-43. 

Logic Right Left Grace

Beauty

Q.42.(4) 

Q.43.(4)

Q.44.(5)

Logic Right Left Grace

Beauty

Q.45.(2) 

Ode

Lovely

Music

Sad

Joy

Q.46.(4)

Q.47.(5)

Q.48.(4)

Q.49.(3)

Q.50.(2)

Miss Philippines Catriona Gray was crowned Miss Universe after she won the final round of the Miss Universe 
2018 pageant, held in Bangkok, Thailand on December 17, 2018. Outgoing Miss Universe Demi Leigh Nel Peters 

from South Africa crowned her successor.
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Olympic silver medallist PV Sindhu made history on December 16, 2018 by becoming the first Indian to win the 
BWF World Tour Finals. Sindhu claimed the coveted gold medal with a win over 2017 world champion Nozomi 

Okuhara in straight sets of 21-19, 21-17. 

Q.51.(1) For other options: 
 Fortified means defended.
 Anchored means be held securely.
Q.52.(1) Refer to 3rd paragraph of the passage. Other 

states are trying to cover arbitrary fee hikes by 
one way or the other.

Q.53.(3) For other options:
 Assertive means confident.
Q.54.(1) Both option I and II are important as given in 

2nd paragraph.
Q.55.(4) For other options:
 Cognitive means concerning the mind.
 Gruesome means causing repulsion or horror.
Q.56.(4) Refer to the last paragraph of the passage.
Q.57.(2) For other options: 
 Kindle means to awaken
 Prompt means quick, rappid
Q.58.(5)

Q.59.(4) For other options:
 Decimate (v) - destroy
Q.60.(3) Foray (n) – attempt
 For other options:
 Swoop (v) – move rapidly
Q.61.(5)

Q.62.(4) Lucrative (adj) - profitable
 For other options:
 Thrive (n) - prosper
Q.63.(3) Vicious (adj) - violent
Q.64.(1)

Q.65.(5) For other options:
 Decimate – destroy
Q.66.(2) Q.67.(5) Q.68.(5)

Q.69.(1) They help bring our body back in balance.
 Squat down as low as you can, breathing deeply.
 Turn to place the right arm on the lower back, 

for support.
Q.70.(5) None of them are contextually correct.
Q.71.(2) The U-turn on measures to reduce CO2 

emissions suggested that the government was 
on the back foot.

 Despite several requests from the Karmapa 
for a visa, he has been unable to visit India as 
planned.

 AD makes no sense.
Q.72.(3) Contract the shoulder blades in towards the each 

other and lift the chest up.
 Remaining sentences are out of context.
Q.73.(1) Medical Detection Dogs had already done 

considerable work on the ability of dogs in 
detecting cancers

 Remaining sentences are out of context.
Q.74. (1) The grass can be used to purify polluted water 

bodies, especially temple tanks, and to arrest 
soil erosion in ghat sections, especially in Kerala 
and Kodaikanal.

Q.75.(5) As a child I often wondered why doctors, 
celebrated or otherwise, young or grey-haired, 
discussed with hung heads anecdotal cases at 
cricket matches, picnics or over beverage at 
receptions.

Q.76.(3)  Soot (n) - a deep black powdery or flaky 
substance consisting largely of amorphous 
carbon, produced by the incomplete burning of 
organic matter. 

Q.77.(1) Err (v) - be mistaken or incorrect; make a 
mistake.

 Goof (n) - a mistake 
 Repent (v) - feel or express sincere regret 
 Remorse (n)-deep regret
Q.78.(4) Enshrine (v)-Preserve (a right, tradition, or idea) 

in a form that ensures it will be protected and 
respected.

 Embody (v) - Include or contain (something) as 
a constituent part.

 For other options-: 
 Thwart (v) - prevent (someone) from 

accomplishing something.
Q.79.(3) Option 3 is the correct answer –only C. as 

given in the last paragraph of the passage,. 
“For a value conscious Indian, these prices and 
discounted annual offers compare favourably 
with unbundled TV channels”

Q.80.(5) Can't be said.
Q.81.(2) option 2 is the correct answer as it can be inferred 

eXPlanation/iBPs cleRK Mains (englisH language)
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Noted English author Amitav Ghosh was honoured with 54th Jnanpith Award 2018 for his outstanding 

contribution towards literature. Ghosh’s novels include Shadow Lines, The Glass Palace, The Hungry Tide, and 
the Ibis trilogy — Sea of Poppies, River of Smoke, and Flood of Fire. 

after reading that there is an increasing trend of 
giving up less required channels and switching 
to online streaming options which offer limited 
options but great entertainment.

Q.82.(1) Option 1 will be the correct answer which means 
misbelief.

 For other options:
 Notion means an idea
 Articulate means fluent.

Q.83.(5) Option 5 will be the correct answer.
 For other options
 Burden, hamper, lumber, encumber convey the 

same meaning and that is to “bear down on”.
Q.84.(5) It can be inferred from the passage.
Q.85.(1) It can be easily inferred after reading the last 

paragraph.
Q.86.(3) Q.87.(2) Q.88.(1) Q.89.(2) Q.90.(2)

Q.91.(3) Ratio of investment A: B=8000:4000=2:1

 Profit of A=2x

 Profit of B=x+12×100

 =x+1200

 Then 2x+x+1200=4500

 x=1100.

 A’s profit=Rs2200

 B’s profit=Rs2300.

Q.92.(5) Let 12 kg of first alloy (taken as 4 kg Copper, 6 
kg Sulphur and 2 Kg Lead).

 Let 12 kg of second alloy (taken as 5 kg Sulphur, 
4 kg lead and 3 Kg tin)

 Alloys are mixed together to form third alloy. 
Then the ratio of content in it

 4 : (6+5) : (2+4) : 3

 Weight of third alloy = 12+12 = 24 Kg.

 So, weight of the tin = 3/24 = 1/8 kg.

Q.93.(4) Let the speed of the stream be x kmph 
and both the boats meet after t hour. 
(12+x)×t+(18-x)×t = 150

 12t+18t = 150

 30t = 150

 t=5hrs

Q.94.(4)  8 6
1 1

18 14
1 1

1 1 55( )
2 2 126

C CP E
C C

= × + × =  

Q.95.(2) 26 2
1 1

52
1

7( )
13

C CP E
C
+= =

 

Q.96.(1)  
12 8 11 7

11 11 11 11
20 19 18 17

1 1 1 1

616( ) 2
4845

= × × × × =C C C CP E
C C C C

Q.97.(4)
4 5 3 4 5 3 4 5 3

2 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 2
12

4

6( )
11

C C C C C C C C CP E
C

× × + × × + × ×= =

Q.98.(4)  5 3 1( )
7 7

P E = =  

Q.99.(5) Then ratio of share of men, women and boys 

 = 6 × 8 : 5 × 11 : 3 × 13 =48:55:39

 Men part is= 48 1278 432
142

× =

 Then 1 man part= 
432 72
6

=

Q.100.(3) To buy maximum chocolates we must buy Rs 2 
choclate more.

 10×1=10

 5×2=10 (we can’t buy one chocolate from Rs 5 
because we have amount in even no)

 2×60=120

 Total chocolate (1+2+60)=63.

 To buy minimum chocolates we must buy Rs 10 
choclate more.

 2×5=10

 5×2=10 (we can’t buy one chocolate from Rs 5 
because we have amount in even no)

 10×12=120

 Total chocolate (5+2+12)=19

 Required answer=63+19=82

Q.101.(4)  Total no. of Assistant Professors = 150 – 50 

 = 100

 Now, female Professors = 
1650 32
25

× =

eXPlanation/iBPs cleRK Mains (Quantitative aPtitude)
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The UN member states on December 17, 2018 voted in favour of the Global Compact on Refugees, affirming international 
solidarity and cooperation for refugee protection and host community development. The agreement received 181 votes in 

favour in the 193-member assembly. The United States and Hungary were the only two nations that voted against it.

 Female Assistant Professors= 
11 100 55
20

× =

 
Total no. of female Professors and Assistant 
Professors = 32 + 55 = 87

Q.102.(4) Required central angle = 12×3.6=43.20

Q.103.(2) Total no. of Professors and Assistant Professor 
teaching Psychology and Sociology together 
=32% of 150=48

 Total no. of Professors teaching Psychology and 
Sociology together = 28% of 50 = 14

 Required percent= 
14 1100% 29 %
48 6

× =

Q.104.(2) Total no. of Professor teaching Economics and 
English together=30% of 50=15

 Total no. of Assistant Professors teaching 
Economics and English together=34% of 150  
15=36

 Required answer= 
36 15 100% 140%

15
− × =  

Q.105.(3) Required average= 
72% 50 9

4
of =

Q.106-110. 

Station Name Distance 
(In Kms)

Time taken (in 
hrs)

Speed 
(In 
Kmph)

New Delhi- 
Kanpur 
Central

440 4.72 93.22

Kanpur 
Central- 
Mughal Sarai 
JN

336 4.03 85.86

Mughal Sarai 
JN- Gaya JN 203 2.22 91.44

Gaya 
JN- Koderma 77 1.98 38.89

Koderma- 
Bokaro  Steel 
City

125 2.18 57.34

Bokaro  Steel 
City- Tata 
Nagar JN

151 2.92 51.71

Tata Nagar 
JN- Kharagpur 
JN

134 1.75 76.57

Kharagpur 
JN- Balasore 119 1.37 86.86

Balasore- 
Bhadrak 62 1.13 54.87

Bhadrak- 
Cuttack 115 1.32 87.12

Cuttack- 
Bhubaneshwar 28 0.92 30.43

Q.106.(2)  With the run of 151 km, the fourth longest run is 
between Bokaro Steel City - Tata Nagar JN.

Q.107.(3)  The average speed of 93.22 kmph is the highest 
between New Delhi - Kanpur Central.

Q.108..(1) The average speed that the train maintained 
between New Delhi and Bhubaneswar = 1800 
km/25 hrs and 25 min = 70.82 kmph.

Q.109.(4)  The train has the longest halt of 15 minutes at 
Kharagpur JN.

Q.110.(2)  Friday

Q.111.(1) Any two are sufficient 

Q.112.(2)  Statement I and II together is sufficient to 
answer the question.

Q.113.(5)  All three together are not sufficient

Q.114.(1)  Statements III or (I and II together) are sufficient.

 As answer could be 45 as well as 54. 

Q.115.(3) I and II together are sufficient

Q.116.(2) II and III together are sufficient

Q.117.(1)  Quantity I: SI for 2 years =2×20%=40%

 CI for 2 years =20+20+20×20/10

 0=44%

 diff=44-40=4%

 4%=800 =>100%=2000

 Quantity II: First find rate

 3 3125 : 216 =5:6 (cube root as year=3)

 (6-5)/5×100=20%

 CI for 2 years =44%

 44%=6600

 100%=15000

 I>II

Q.118.(3) I: A:B:C = 10000×24 : 15000×24 : 20000 × 18 

 =2:3:3

 B=3/8 ×4,00,000= Rs 1,50,000

 II: Salary after deducation 

 = 20,000×12×80/100 = Rs 1,92,000

 Hence I < II
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Japan on 12 December selected the Chinese character for ‘disaster’ as its defining symbol for 2018, a year that saw the country hit 
by deadly floods, earthquakes and storms. Floods across Japan in July 2018 caused more than 200 deaths and nearly evacuation 

of 9 million people. In the same month, 150 people died due to heat wave and 80000 people were hospitalised.

Q.119.(1) I: A=16 days ; B = 16 × 100/160=10 days

 A+B together = 16×10/(26)=80/13 days

 II: A = 16 days ; B = 10 days

 A(double efficiency) = 8 days 

  B(half efficiency) = 20 days

 A+B together = 80/14

 hence I > II

Q.120.(3) I: (A+6)/(B+6) = 14/11

 And (A-1)/(B-1) = 7/5

 Solve the equations, A = 22, so years ago 

 = 22 – 5 = 17 years

 II: Total age of 2 students added to group 

 = 18×2 + 7×1 = 43

 So their average age = 43/2 

 = 21.5 years Hence I < II

Q.121.(5)  I: Let CP = Rs 100, then at 10% loss, SP = Rs 90

 Now if CP is 20% less, means CP 

 = Rs 80, then profit is = 90 – 80 = Rs 10

 but given profit is Rs 12

 So if profit is Rs 10, then CP = Rs100

 If profit is Rs 12, then CP is 100/10 × 12 = Rs 
120

 II: Use formula MP = (100-loss%)/
(100-dicount%) × CPS

 So MP = (100-20)/(100-30) × 105 = Rs 120

 Hence I = II 

Q.122.(3) School A : Girls = 9662

 In School B : G = 9458

 Difference = 204

Q.123.(5)  Girls = 9802

 Required percentage = 9802 100% 49
20174

× ≈

Q.124.(1) Required Ratio = (10556+9384):(9606 +10634)

 19940:20240=997:1012

Q.125.(1)  Required answer = 10468

Q.126.(5)  So required answer is School E.

Q.127.(5)  Population of C could me more or less than city 
A. So answer can not be determined.

Q.128.(2) Let x= Total population in City A

 

1 15000
21

315000

x

x

× =

=
Rural Population = 2,20,500

 Urban Population =94,500

 Required percentage =
126000 100% 57%
220500

× ≈

Q.129.(3) C = 4,40,000 Literate population of City C

 

7 440000 280000
11

× =

 Total number of Literate graduates 

 of City B = 15570 = 45%

 x = Literate population of City B 45% of x 

 = 15570, So x = 34600

 Total number of Literate graduates 

 of City D= 91000 = 65%

 y = Literate population of City D

 65% of y = 91000 So x = 280000

 Required percentage = 

 

594600 100% 51%
1175000

× ≈

Q.130.(2) Required Sum = 
7 3315000 420000
11 14

× + ×

 = 220500 + 90000 = 310500

 = 
7 3315000 420000
11 14

× + × = 220500 + 90000 

 = 310500

Q.131.(3)  875.84 + 190.84 – 215 = 852

Q.132.(4)  1027 – 357 – 144 = 526

Q.133.(1)  74.4 × 35.2 × 13/26.2 = 1320

Q.134.(2)  42+72-160=-46

Q.135.(4)  ?% of 4860 = 2565 + 459 – 351

 ?% of 4860 = 2673

 ? = 26730/486 = 55

Q.136.(4) ….+25…….-20…….+15……..-10………+5

Q.137.(1) ×2 - 2, ×3 - 3, ×4 - 4, ×5 - 5, ×6 - 6

Q.138.(2) ×0.5 - 1, ×1 - 1.5, ×1.5 -2, ×2 - 2.5, ×2.5 - 3

Q.139.(5) …..+5….+7……+11….+17….+25

 …+2………..+4……+6…….+8

Q.140.(1) -102……-85……..-68……….-51…….-34
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The Union Cabinet on December 6, 2018 approved the proposal to streamline the National Pension System 

(NPS). Government's contribution to National Pension Scheme (NPS) was raised to 14 percent of basic salary 
from the current 10 percent. 

Q.141.(2)  Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan has announced 'Mukhyamantri 
Mahila Kosh' scheme. 

Q.142.(4)  Ajeya Warrior 2017 between India & UK was 
held at Bikaner in Rajasthan. It was 3rd Joint 
military exercise between India & U.K. The 
objective of this exercise is to increase mutual 
cooperation & coordination between two 
countries. 

Q.143.(1)  Saudi Arabia's King Salman bin Abdul-Aziz 
inaugurated the prestigious National Heritage 
Festival in Janadriyah village in the presence of 
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj. This 
year India is guest of honor country. 

Q.144.(4)  Minister of Road Transport & Highways 
Gadkari has released country's first ever 
'Highway Capacity Manual' (HCM) which will 
guide road engineers and policy makers about 
road expansion. 

Q.145.(2)  Hindustan Construction Company (HCC) 
is a public-private company headquartered 
in Mumbai, India whose businesses span 
the sectors of Engineering & Construction, 
Real Estate, Infrastructure. S4A scheme has 
launched to resolve the corporate debt problem. 

Q.146.(2)  UMANG or “Unified Mobile Application for 
New-age Governance” is an app launched by 
the Government of India to provide a common 
platform for various government services such 
as gas booking, Aadhaar, crop insurance, EPF 
and National Pension System. 

Q.147.(3)  World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) has 
suspended Romania’s drug-testing laboratory 
for 6 months. 

Q.148.(1)  The Public Debt Office (PDO) of RBI, acts as 
the registry and central depository for G-Secs. 

Q.149.(2)  Free banking is a mechanism in which the 
issuance of notes is not monopolized by central 
banks, but all banks receive it. 

Q.150.(1)  Monopoly is a market situation in which a 
product that does not have close substitutes is 
being produced and sold by a single seller. 

Q.151.(1)  'Two Lives' is written by Vikram Seth. 

Q.152.(3)  Marginal Standing Facility is the full form of 
MSF in banking. 

Q.153.(3)  Telecommunication Day is celebrated on 17 
May. 

Q.154.(2)  Caracas is the capital of Venezuela. 

Q.155.(5)  The headquarters of DRDO is in New Delhi. 

Q.156.(1)  Shubhankar Sharma is related to Golf. 

Q.157.(1)  Cheque, draft, saving account and fixed deposit 
account are banking products. But call money 
is a money market product. 

Q.158.(1)  Treasury bill is a money market instrument. 

Q.159.(4)  Share is not a derivative. 

Q.160.(5)  The Currency of Philippines is Peso. 

Q.161.(2)  Changu Lake is located in Gangtok. 

Q.162.(4)  Call Money is Money loaned by a bank or other 
institution which is repayable on demand. 

Q.163.(2)  Bancassurance is the selling of life insurance 
and other insurance products and services by 
banking institutions. 

Q.164.(1)  Asset Liability Management is the full form of 
ALM. 

Q.165.(3)  GOBI desert is situated in Asia. 

Q.166.(2)  Chabahar port is located in Iran. 

Q.167.(2)  Equity is the financial instrument by which 
company invites the public to invest their 
money in it and become a partner of the 
company. 

Q.168.(4)  The Asian Development Bank is a regional 
development bank established on 19 December 
1966. It is headquartered in the city of 
Mandaluyong, Metro Manila of Philippines. 
Takehiko Nakao is the president of Asian 
Development Bank. 

Q.169.(4)  The Asian Development Bank (ADB)  
will provide USD 13 million loan to EESL to 
promote efficient energy usage in India. 

Q.170.(2)  Abhay Kumar has been appointed as the 
Ambassador of India to Madagascar. 
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Q.171.(2)  Former Supreme Court Judge and Chief Justice 
of Himachal Pradesh and Odisha High Courts 
Sailendu Nath Phukan died. He was 83. 

Q.172.(2)  Gaddam Dharmendra has been appointed as 
the Ambassador of India to Iran. 

Q.173.(3)  Munaf Patel has announced his retirement 
from all forms of competitive cricket. 

Q.174.(2)  Star Indian wrestler Bajrang Punia achieved 
the number one rank in the world in the 65kg 
category. 

Q.175.(4)  49th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 
2018 will be held in Goa. 

Q.176.(1)  Veteran sports journalist Roshan Lal Sethi has 
passed away. He was 81. 

Q.177.(1)  Ministry of Food Processing Industries issues 
guidelines for OPERATION GREENS. 

Q.178.(4)  World champion Kento Momota won 
badminton's Fuzhou China Open. 

Q.179.(3)  5th edition of “Women of India National 
Organic Festival 2018” was held in New Delhi. 

Q.180.(2)  Indian Food and Agro Buyer Seller Meet was 
held in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

Q.181.(1)  Saurav Ghosal defended his Kolkata 
International Invitation Squash Meet title by 
defeating Egypt's Zahed Salem. 

Q.182.(2)  Diego Godin played on injured for half an 
hour and then scored a 91st-minute winner as 
Atletico Madrid twice came from behind to 
beat Athletic Bilbao 3-2 in La Liga. 

Q.183.(3)  The Government approved signing of a pact 
with Italy for facilitating customised training 
programmes on labour and employment. 

Q.184.(5)  According to a report by research firm Canalys, 
India has overtaken the US to become the 
second largest smartphone market in the July-
September 2018 quarter. 

Q.185.(3)  Researchers at the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT), Roorkee, have developed 
fluorescent carbon nanodots for simultaneous 
detection and destruction of cancer cells. 

Q.186.(4)  India's teenage shooting sensation Saurabh 
Chaudhary continued his incredible run by 
claiming his fourth individual gold medal in as 
many months with a top finish in the 10m air 
pistol junior men's event of the Asian Airgun 
Championship. 

Q.187.(2)  According to Moody’s Investors services, 
the Indian economic growth rate will be 7.4 
percent in 2018, while it is likely to be 7.3 
percent in 2019. 

Q.188.(1)  Arunima Sinha, the Indian mountaineer who 
became the world's first woman amputee to 
climb Mount Everest in 2013, has been awarded 
an honorary doctorate by a prestigious UK 
university for her inspirational achievements. 

Q.189.(1)  US Attorney General Jeff Sessions has resigned 
from his post. 

Q.190.(2)  India has been elected as a member of the 
International Telecommunications Union 
Council (ITU) for another 4-year term - from 
2019 to 2022.
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