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Editorial

"Every Expert Was Once A Beginner"

Dear Aspirants,
We feel great pleasure in bringing the 'March 2018' edition of our very own 'Masters in Current Affairs'. A platform where
you get all the exam related information at a single place. It is designed especially for the forthcoming examinations. Its
regular sections such as News Maker, News Diary, One liners etc. is covering each and every news in details which is
important for examinations. Rest of the news are covered in 'Chalte - Chalte' i.e. one liner news, which you can find at the
bottom of each page. In the featured articles section, we are featuring four major news of the month. Cryptocurrencies,
bitcoins and many other words are prevailing all over the world. Hence it is essential to know some important points about
it. This topic is covered under the article 'Cryptocurrency: Digitalising economy'.
On 12th January 2018, for the first time in the history, four senior judges of the Supreme court of India held a press
conference. The four judges are Justice J Chelameshwar, Justice Ranjan Gogoi, Justice Madan Lokur and Justice Kurien.
During the press conference, Justice J Chelameshwar said the administration of the nation's top court was not in order. With
this move of the judges, it became essential for us to know in details about the Supreme Court of India. All the details of
this topic is covered in the article 'Judiciary in India'.
Foreign direct investment (FDI) is a major source of non-debt financial resource for the economic development
of India. Foreign companies invest in India to take advantage of relatively lower wages, special investment
privileges such as tax exemptions, etc. The Indian government’s favourable policy regime and robust business
environment have ensured that foreign capital keeps flowing into the country. The government has recently
liberalised FDI policies in various sectors. All the important aspects of the topic is covered under the '
Liberalised policies in FDI'.
Apart from these three articles, another article is there i.e. '75th Golden Globe Award'. For your practice
purpose our regular section Que-TM is there in which you can practice all the MCQ's based on the
current affairs of this month. We hope you will like this edition.
Wishing you all the very best for your bright future.

With Best Wishes
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.

		
					

Gratitude
With Best Wishes
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.

“Your Success is Our Success”

ANSHU
PERSONAL DETAILS
Anshu Jaiswal
Father’s Name : Prem Chandra Jaiswal
Mother’s Name : Usha Rani Jaiswal
Hobbies

: Watching cricket, Listening Music

Prior Selection : This is my first selection
Name of the Exam : Union Bank of India (PO)
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 307093938967
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : MAH0010664116

MICA : Mahendra's family expresses
its heartiest congratulations
on your success.
ANSHU : Thanks a lot .
MICA : To whom do you want
to give the credit of your
selection?
ANSHU : My parents, My siblings,
My friends and especially
to Mahendra's.
MICA : After how many attempts did
you succeed in examination?
ANSHU : This was my 3rd attempt.
MICA : What is the role of
Mahendra's institute in
your selection?
ANSHU : Mahendra's guided me
during preparation really
well. All the faculties are
very supportive.
MICA : How did you prepare for
the examination?

ANSHU :
English Language
Books which were given by
Mahendra's and also from the
websites, class notes etc.
Reasoning Ability & Computers
For concept clarity I preferred class
notes provided by Mahendra's and I
practiced through Speed tests.
Data Interpretation
Study material and classrooms
discussions are very beneficial for this
section. I practiced questions from
Mahendra's books.
General Awareness
I studied current affairs from
competition boosters provided by
the institute, also I used to read
newspaper on daily basis.
MICA : How about “Master in
Current Affairs” Magazine
and Mahendra Guru Website?
ANSHU : They both played a decisive
role during my selection.
MICA offers all the current
affairs, latest issues, and
Question papers in one
place. Mahendra Guru
Website is also very useful
to stay up to date from
everything related to the
upcoming examinations.
MICA : What is the best thing about
our coaching institute,
according to you?
ANSHU : The best part about this
institution is the great

NDMA conducts mock exercise in Haryana on earthquake.

INTERVIEW
guidance they provide to
their students. I personally
observed
that
they
individually focus on each
and every student, which is
a great thing.
MICA : What is the role of “Time
Management” in one’s
success?
ANSHU : It plays a very important role
in preliminary, but in mains
you need time management
and accuracy both.
MICA : How did you prepare for
the Interview?
ANSHU : I joined Mahendra's and read
newspaper on daily basis.
MICA : Tell us about the Interview
Board and the questions
asked?
ANSHU : The interview board had 6
members, they were very
encouraging and co-operative.
The questions asked were:
(I)
What are your hobbies?.
(II) What is the meaning of your
name and where you belongs to?
(III) What is MUDRA and MSME?
(IV) What is the meaning of remittances?
(V) Some questions regarding my
father's occupation.
MICA : From whom did you
get information of your
selection and what was
your reaction?
ANSHU : I received the information
from the IBPS website and
it was a great experience
which cannot be described
in words.
MICA : What message do you
want to convey to other
aspirants?
ANSHU : Determination,
Patience
and Hard work are the keys
to success, never give up.
MICA : Congratulations once again
on your success. Your
success is our success.
ANSHU : Thank You Mahendra for
guiding me to Success.
MARCH 2018 MICA
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

One Liner

ONE Liner
PERSON IN NEWS

## Name the father of Indian DNA fingerprinting who
passed away recently?
w Lalji singh
## Which Union Minister launched a public procurement
portal ‘MSME Sambandh’ for MSMEs?			
w Giriraj Singh
## Kacheguda Railway station was declared as India's
first 100% energy-efficient station. Where is the
Kacheguda Railway station located?			
w Telangana

## Narinder Batra has become the President of the
Indian Olympic Association (IO1). He defeated his
opponent___?
w Anil Khanna
## Preet Didbal has been elected as the first sikh mayor of
which city in California?
w Yuba city
## Who has topped the Forbes released list of World's
Highest-Paid Women in Music 2017? 			
w Beyoncé

## What is the name of the debut film of Assamese film
actor Biju Phukan, who passed away recently?		
w Dr. Bezbarua

## Who has become the first woman to be inducted as
Pilot in Indian Navy?
w Shubhangi Swaroop

## Peter Baldwin who passed away recently, had won a
primetime Emmy Award for which Movie?
w The Wonder Year

## Which actress has been appointed as UN Environment
Goodwill Ambassador for India? 			
w Dia Mirza

## Adarsh Sein Anand who passed away recently, was __
Chief Justice of India.
w 29th
## Who has been recently appointed as a UNAIDS
Special Ambassador for Adolescents and HIV?		
w Quarraisha Abdool
Karim
## Who has become the first woman to be appointed as
Britain's Ambassador to the United Nations (UN)?
w Karen Pierce
## Who has been recently appointed as the Chairman of
National Anti-profiteering Authority? 			
w BN Sharma
## Who has been recently appointed as India’s G 20
Sherpa?
w Shaktikanta Das
## Pradeep Singh Kharola, has been appointed as the new
Chairman and Managing Director of Air India. He is
well known for the successful rollout of_____
w Bangalore Metro
Rail
## Who has been recently appointed as Chief Executive
Officer and Managing Director (CEO & MD) of
Infosys?
w Salil S. Parekh
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## Who is the most tweeted about world leader?
w Donald Trump
## Who has been recently appointed as the Executive Director
of Reserve Bank of India?
w Uma Shankar
## Who has recently resigned from the National observer
for Indian boxing?
w Mary Kom
## Who inaugurated the 2017 International Gita Mahotsav
(IGM)?
w Ram Nath Kovind
## Who is the first Indian woman physician who was
honoured with the Google Doodle recently?		
w Rukhmabai Raut
## Who was appointed as the Director General of
Doordarshan News?
w Ira Joshi
## Who has won the personality of the year award at the
International Film Festival of India 2017? 		
w Amitabh Bacchan
## Who is appointed as the chairman of 15th Finance
Commission?
w NK Singh

A Regional Conference on 'Good Governance and Replication of Best Practices' held in Guwahati.

One Liner
AWARDS
## Professor Hiroshi Marui was recently conferred with
the 3rd ICCR Distinguished Indologist Award. He
hails from which country? w Japan
## Ruskin Bond was recently presented with the Lifetime
Achievement Award by whom?			
w Chandigarh Literary
		 Society
## Who had been recently crowned as Miss Universe
2017?
w Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters
## Who has been awarded with the Big Little Book Award
this year in the "Author in Bengali Language"?		
w Nabaneeta Dev Sen
## Recently Jenny Kim was crowned as Miss
Supranational 2017. Whom did she succeeded? 		
w Srinidhi Shetty
## Aditya Puri was recently featured in top 20 list
Fortune’s Businessperson of the Year. He belongs to
which bank?
w HDFC Bank
## Who has topped the Fortune’s Businessperson of the
Year 2017 list?
w Jensen Huang
## Who has become the Yahoo India’s ‘Personality of the
Year ’?
w Amit Shah
## President of India presents_________ to the Submarine
Arm of the Indian Navy.
w President’s Colour
## AIHLS has conferred the 'Global Peace Award' to
Swami Chidanand Saraswati recently. 'L' in 'AIHLS'
stands for?
w Liberties
## Who has given the Vyas award for the year 2017?
w Mamta Kalia
## Which Indian Actress has been awarded with Mother
Teresa Memorial Award for the year 2017?		
w Priyanka Chopra

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES
## The Student volunteers in Mahila Shakti Kendra
(MSK) will serve as:
w agents of change
## How many cities are included in 'safe-city' plan for
women?
w Eight
## How many government services will UMANG app bring
on a single platform?
w 162

## National Nutrition Mission will be rolled out in three
phases in which years?
w 2017-18 to 2019-20
## Who has chaired the National Conference on E-Courts
Project?
w Madan B. Lokur
## MSME Sambandh is related to which subject?
w Public Procurement
Portal
## INSPIRE 2017 was recently held in which city?		
w Jaipur
## Which app is launched by google to control and save
user's mobile data?
w Datally
## SAUBHAGYA scheme is related to__?
w Universal household
electrification
## Which mobile app was launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the inauguration of Hyderabad
Metro Rail Project?
w T Savari
## In which state Deen Dayal Divyangajan Sahajya Scheme
was recently launched?
w Manipur
## The 6th International Tourism Mart 2017 was
inaugurated in Assam. Who is the governor of Assam.
w Jagdish Mukhi
## Which state has recently released its Solar Power
Policy?
w Goa

NATIONAL & STATE
## Recently which State has signed four Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) under UDAY Scheme for
operational improvements? w Nagaland
## India signed USD 100 million loan agreement with
the World Bank. World Bank was founded in which
year?
w 1946
## The objective of the agreement signed between India
and World Bank for Solar Parks Project is to increase
_____?
w Solar generation
capacity
## The theme of AROGYA 2017 is Enhancing the global
potential of__________? w AYUSH
## AROGYA 2017 was held in which city?
		
w New Delhi

## What does 'G' stands for in UMANG?
w Governance

## With which organisation Union Health Ministry signs
MoU for achieving immunization target?
w Rotary India

## What is the main focus of "Mission for Protection and
Empowerment for Women"? w Care, protection and
development of women

## In which field Union Government has recently banned
the use of LED lights?
w Mechanized fishing
vessels

Good governance day was observed on 26 December.
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## NGT recently banned plastic items in towns located on
the bank of the River ____? w Ganga
## Who has inaugurated the first NIC-CERT center in
India?
w Ravi Shankar Prasad
## First North East Development Summit was recently
held in which state?
w Manipur
## How many seats did BJP won in recently held elections
in Gujrat?
w 99
## What is the state animal of Manipur?
		
w Sangai
## Keibul Lamjao National Park is located in which state
of India?
w Manipur
## In how many cities Chhattisgarh has recently introduced
ban on firecrackers?
w Six
## World’s first IT campus for differently-abled persons
is to be setup in which state of India?
		
w Telangana
## With which company Telangana has signed agreement
to setup IT campus for differently-abled persons in the
state?
w Vindhya E-Infomedia
Private Limited
## India was re-elected to which International Council
recently?
w International		
		 Maritime 		
		 Organisation
## In which state The Namami Barak festival was held
recently?
w Assam

INTERNATIONAL
## Which country has recently lifted the ban on cinema
from the country?
w Saudi Arabia

One Liner
## US President recognised Jerusalem as capital of
Israel and has announced to shift the embassy of US
to Jerusalem. The US embassy in Israel is currently
based in which city?
w Tel Aviv
## Wassenaar Arrangement recently announced the entry
of which country into its arrangement?			
w India
## Which mountain becomes the tallest mountain in the
British Antarctic Territory? w Mt Hope
## Recently Union Cabinet approved the signing
and ratifying of an agreement between India and
Philippines on which subject?				
w Customs matters
## Recently Union Cabinet approved India's Membership
for European Bank for Reconstruction & Development
(EBR4). EBRD's headquarter is located in which
city?
w London
## How many nations are part of BIMSTEC? 		
w Seven

FINANCIAL AWARENESS
## Which organisation has ranked India as third in the list of
most trusted governments? w WEF
## Which instant messaging app has tied up with Airtel
Payments Bank to power its wallet?			
w Hike
## YONO (You Need Only One) a unified integrated app
is launched by __ ?
w State Bank of India
## Who will be the Convener of the task force for drafting
New Direct Tax Legislation? w Arbind Modi

## International conference on Climate Change was
recently in which country? w Nepal

## Which bank has launched instant international
payment services using Ripple’s enterprise blockchain
technology solution?
w Axis Bank

## ‘Vigilant Ace’ the largest-ever joint aerial drill is
conducted by which countries? 			
w US, South Korea

## What is the name of the crypto currency which is
recently launched by Venezuela?			
w Petro

## UAE and Saudi Arabia were recently separated from
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). The headquarter of
GCC is located in __?
w Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

## India’s first crypto-currency exchange 'Coinome' was
launched by which payment gateway?			
w Billdesk

## Recently with which country India has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for enhanced
cooperation in the health sector?
			
w Cuba

SPORTS

## India recently signed a new Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for cooperation in Agriculture
and Phytosanitary issues with which country?
w Italy
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## Which city has become the first city to jointly host the
Badminton and Para Badminton World Championships
in 2019.
w Basel
## Which country has topped the latest FIFA rankings?
w Germany

Birmingham has been chosen as the host venue for the 2022 Commonwealth Games.

One Liner
## Who has won silver in U-23 Senior World Wrestling
Championship? 					
w Ritu Phogat, Bajrang
Punia & Vinod
		 Kumar
## How many gold medals India won at AIBA World Women’s
Youth Championships?
w Seven
## Which Sports personality has grabbed the Sportsman
and Sports women of the year award at Indian Sports
Honours?
w Kidambi Srikanth &
P V Sindhu
## Mirabai Chanu became the first Indian to win a gold
medal at the World Weightlifting Championship. She
hails from which city?
w Imphal
## How many silver medals Indian elite archers win at Asian
archery championship?
w Four

## What will be the function of the Nano-cocoon developed
recently by IIT-M?
w Potential drug
		
delivery system
## ‘Operation Save Kurma’ is related to which Animal?
w Turtles
## According to a recent study, which planet may have similar
plate tectonics as Earth?
w Jupitar
## In MERCCURI, what does 'E' stands for? 		
w Ecology
## What is the name of the Surface to air missile with
indigenous radio frequency seeker which was launched
recently?
w AKASH

MISCELLANEOUS

## Virat Kohli surpasses which cricketer for most double
centuries as Test captain?
w Brian Lara

## Which word is named as 'Oxford Dictionary's Word of
the year?
w Youthquake

## Which country was recently banned from the
2018 Winter Games by the International Olympic
Committee?
w Russia

## Collins Dictionary's 'Word of the year' is?
w Fake news

## Kanchanmala Pande Wins India's 1st World Para
Swimming Championship Gold. She hails from which
city?
w Nagpur
## India wins First-Ever South Asian Regional Badminton
Team Championship by defeating which country?
w Nepal

## $346 million loan to upgrade Karnataka highways is
approved by___?
w ADB
## Headquarter of Asian Development Bank is located in
which country?
w Philippines
## The first novel of Ruskin Bond is:
w Room on the Roof

## SAICON 2017 was organized by Sports Authority of
India (SAI). Sports Authority of India (SAI) was set
up in which year?
w 1984

## Which State government has decided to offer cash
rewards to local bodies to go plastic-free?		
w Maharashtra

## Which Indian Olympian clinched the gold medal
in the 62kg women's freestyle category at the
Commonwealth Wrestling Championships 2017?		
w Sakshi Malik

## Rajasthan government to recognise political prisoners
as____?
w Loktantra Sainani
## Madhya Pradesh government approves project to
connect which two rivers? w Narmada & Parwati

## Which Indian sport team was named ‘Team of the Year’
at the inaugural edition of Indian Sports Honours?
w Indian Women's
Cricket Team

## Recently Indian Navy has inducted first women in
Indian Navy as Pilot. She belongs to which state?
w Uttar Pradesh

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
## The International Seminar on Indian Space Programme
was organised by ______? w ISRO
## National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority was set up
in which year?
w 1997

## What is India's rank in latest IMD Talent Rankings?
w 51th
## Who has topped the annual IMD World Talent
Ranking?
w Switzerland
## Which place has been named as 'Most visited place in
the world' by ‘World Book of Records’?			
w Golden Temple

## Aditya L-1 Mission is related with the study of___?
w Sun

## 'Blue Revolution is related to __?			
w Fishery sector
		
development

## Aditya L-1 Mission will be launched in which year?
w 2019

## What is India's rank in terms of fish producing country
in the world?
w 2nd

Malindo Air, a Malaysian airline, has launched its services from Bengaluru to Kuala Lumpur.
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SPOTLIGHT

ALL THAT MATTERS

ABBREVATIONS
IBBI

: Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India

FSDC : Financial Stability and Development Council
FDMC : Financial Data Management Centre
SPARC : Supervisory Program for Assessment of Risk
and Capital
AQR

: Asset Quality Review

IOSCO : International
Commissions

Organization

of

Securities

IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES
March 08

International Women’s Day

March 10

Central Industrial Security Force Raising
Day

March 15

World Consumer Rights Day

March 21

World Forestry Day

March 22

World Water Day

March 23

World Meteorological Day

FMIs

: Financial Market Infrastructures

March 24

World TB Day

FRDI

: Financial Resolution and Deposit Insurance

March 27

World Theatre Day

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY

BOOKS & AUTHORS

Outward Direct Investment - ODI
An outward direct investment (ODI) is
a business strategy in which a domestic
firm expands its operations to a foreign
country. This can take the form of a green
field investment, a merger/acquisition or
expansion of an existing foreign facility.
Employing outward direct investment is
a natural progression for firms if their
domestic markets become saturated
and better business opportunities are
available abroad.

01

CHINA'S INDIA
WAR
:-Bertil Lintner

INDIA TURNS
EAST

02

:-Frederic Grare

Quasi-corporations
These are enterprises that produce goods
and services in an economy other than
their own but do not establish separate
legal corporations in the host country.
Quasi-corporations that are in a direct
investment relationship with the parent
enterprise are deemed to exist if :

03

SUPREME COURT
OF INDIA THE
BEGINNINGS
:-George H Gadbois

THE CRISIS
WITHIN

• production is maintained for one
year or more;
• a separate set of accounts is
maintained for the local activities,
and income tax is paid in the host
country.
Quasi-corporations are often involved
in construction or the operation of
mobile equipment in another economy
10
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04

:-G.N. Devy

05

WHERE INDIA
GOES
:-Diane Coffey
& Dean Spears

Indian Navy conducts Exercise Naseem-Al-Bahr with Oman Navy.

APPOINTMENT

L

B.S. Sahrawat

ieutenant General B S Sahrawat
took over the reins of National
Cadet Corps as its Director General. The
General Officer is a third generation army
officer. He is alumnus of the National
Defence Academy, Khadakwasla and
Indian Military Academy, Dehradun. He
was commissioned in December 1980 in
13th Battalion (Rezang La), the Kumaon
Regiment.
The General Officer has done all
professional courses to include the
prestigious NDC Course. He holds a
Masters degree in Management Studies
from Osmania University, Hyderabad
and M Phil from Madras University.
He has recently completed his PhD in
‘Human Capital Management in Army’.
He has served in numerous Staff and
Command appointments in various
parts of the country and abroad, which
includes the Military Observer in Iraq
and Kuwait for a year. He has been
awarded the Sena Medal during the
floods of Kosi River in Bihar in 2008.

B

F

Saba Karim

ormer India wicketkeeper Saba
Karim was appointed as General
Manager (Cricket Operations) of the
BCCI. Karim assumed the office from
January 1. The General Manager’s
post has been lying vacant since the
resignation of MV Sridhar in September
over the issue of conflict of interest.
Sridhar passed away on October 30.
Some of the major responsibilities
of this post include giving strategic
direction to the cricket department,
implementing the operational plans,
budgeting, determining and monitoring
the compliance of match playing
regulations, standards of venues,
administration of Domestic Program.

THE PEOPLE

Vinay Sahasrabuddhe

V

inay Sahasrabuddhe appointed as
the President of Indian Council
of Cultural Relations (ICCR) by
President Ram Nath Kovind.. Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe is the national Vice
President of BJP, and also a Rajya
Sabha member from Maharashtra.
Vinay Sahasrabuddhe will replace
Lokesh Chandra, who had been
appointed as the president pf ICCR
in October 2014 and has completed
his three-year-term. He was a noted
scholar and thinker.
About Vinay Sahasrabuddhe
•

Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe
is
the vice-president of South
Asia’s only training and
research academy for elected
representatives and voluntary
social
workers
‘Rambhau
Mhalgi Prabodhini.

•

He headed the BJP’s training cell
for over a decade, and currently
he is national in-charge of Policy
Research and Good Governance
department in Bhartiya Janta
Party.

•

ICCR (Indian Council of Cultural
Relations), which was founded
by India's first Education
Minister Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad in 1950. He was also the
first President of ICCR.

•

The ICCR's main objective is to
Preparing policies and programs
related to India's foreign cultural
relations and participating in
their implementation.

Cricket Career
Karim has a vast knowledge of the game.
He was appointed a national selector
from the East Zone in 2012 and he also
worked as a television commentator.
Karim also has a corporate background
having worked in the Corporate
Communications Division of TISCO.

Jai Ram Thakur

JP's five-time MLA Jai Ram Thakur took oath
as the chief minister of Himachal Pradesh.
Governor Aacharya Devvrat administered the oath
of office and secrecy to Thakur. Ten ministers
also took oath along with the 52-year-old Thakur.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister
Rajnath Singh, BJP president Amit Shah, former
deputy Prime Minister LK Advand several Union
ministers and chief ministers attended the swearingin ceremony of Jai Ram Thakur. 52-year-old Thakur is a
veteran politician who served as Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj minister in Dhumal's government from 2008 to 2012. He was
also BJP Himachal Pradesh unit chief from 2006 to 2009.
Joy Goswami is selected for Moortidevi Award 2017.
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APPOINTMENT
Vijay Keshav Gokhale

S

enior diplomat Vijay
Keshav Gokhale was
appointed as the Foreign
Secretary of India for a
two-year fixed term. His
appointment was approved
by Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet. Gokhale
succeeds S Jaishankar, who
will
complete his tenure on 28 January
2018. Jaishankar was appointed as Foreign Secretary on
29 January 2015 for two years. He was given a one-year
extension in January 2017.

About Vijay Keshav Gokhale
•

He is a 1981 batch officer of the Indian Foreign Service
(IFS).

•

At present, he is working as Secretary (economic relations)
in the Union Ministry of External Affairs.

•

Earlier, he served as India's envoy to China.

•

Gokhale has served as India's top envoy to Germany
between October 2013 and January 2016.

•

He has also worked in Indian missions in Hong Kong,
Hanoi, Beijing and in New York.

Sivan K

R

enowned scientist Sivan K was appointed as the
Chairman of Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) and also as Secretary in the Department of Space
and chairman of Space Commission for a tenure of three
years. His appointment was approved by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet. Sivan K will succeed A S Kiran
Kumar, who was appointed on 12 January 2015.
About Sivan K
•

At present, Sivan is serving as the Director of Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre.

•

Sivan joined the ISRO in 1982 in Polar Satellite

Launch Vehicle (PSLV)
project and since then,
he has contributed
immensely
towards
end to end mission
planning,
mission
design,
mission
integration and analysis.
•

He is a fellow of Indian National
Academy
of Engineering, Aeronautical Society of India and
Systems Society of India.

Vijay rupani

V

ijay Rupani took oath
as the Chief Minister
of Gujarat for the second
time on 26 December. He
was sworn-in along with
his deputy Nitin Patel, eight
Cabinet Ministers and 10
Ministers of State. Apart from
the CM and Deputy CM,
there were eight Cabinet Ministers
and 10 Ministers of State who were sworn-in.

The Cabinet Ministers who took oath were Bhupendrasinh
Chudasama, RC Faldu, Kaushik Patel, Saurabh Patel,
Vestabhai Vasava, Vithalbhai Radadiya, Dilipkumar Thakor
and Ishwarbhai Parmar.
The Ministers of State, who were administered the oath of
office and secrecy by Governor OP Kohli, were Pradipsinh
Jadeja, Parthabhai Patel, Jaydrathsinh Parmar, Nanubhai
Patkar, Ramanlal Nanubhai Patkar, Parsottambhai Solanki,
Ishwarsinh Patel, Gopalbhai Ahir, Kishore Khanani,
Bachubhai Maganbhai Khabad and Vibhavari Dave.

Dilip Asbe

D

ilip Asbe was appointed as the Managing Director
(MD) and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), an
umbrella organisation for retail payment systems in
India.
Prior to this appointment, Asbe was serving NPCI as its
CEO-in-charge. He was appointed as CEO-in-charge in
August 2017. Asbe succeeded AP Hota, whose term as MD
and CEO ended on 10 August 2017.
Asbe has been serving in the NPCI since its inception.
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He has played a key role in
designing, operationalising
and managing payment
platforms like Unified
Payments Interface (UPI),
Bharat Interface for Money
(BHIM), Immediate Payment
Service (IMPS), India’s homegrown card network RuPay, and
several other initiatives.

G Satheesh Reddy is conferred with 2017 National Design Award.

AWARDS

I

ndia's national academy of letters Sahitya Akademi announced its annual
awards, recognising the literary works of 24 writers in 24 different Indian
languages. Seven novels, five poetries, five short stories, five literary
criticism, and one play and one essay won the Sahitya Akademi Awards
2017. The awards will be conferred upon the winners during a ceremony on
12 February 2018.

THE PEOPLE

Awardees
## English: Mamang Dai was awarded in English language for his novel
The Black Hill.
## Hindi: Ramesh Kuntal Megh won the award in Hindi for his literary
criticism work Vishw Mithak Sarit Sagar.
## Sanskrit: Niranjan Mishra was awarded for his Sanskrit novel
Gangaputravadanam

Sahitya Akademi
Awards

## Malayalam: KP Ramanunni won for Daivathinte Pusthakam in Malayalam
## Punjabi: Nachhattar was awarded for his Punjabi novel Slow Down.
## Poets: Udaya Narayana Singh (Maithili), Shrikant Deshmukh (Marathi), Bhujanga Tudu (Santali), Inqulab (Tamil)
and Devipriya (Telugu). However, Tamilian poet Inqulab’s family refused to accept the award for his collections of
poems titled "Kaandhal Naatkal.
## Short Stories: Shiv Mehta (Dogri), Autar Krishen Rahbar (Kashmiri), Gajanan Jog (Konkani), Gayatri Saraf (Odia)
and Baig Ehsas (Urdu).
## Literary Criticism: Ramesh Kuntal Megh (Hindi), TP Ashoka (Kannada), Urmi Ghanshyam Desai (Gujarati), Bina
Hangkhim (Nepali) and Neeraj Daiya (Rajasthani).
## Essay: Jagdish Lachhani (Sindhi) was awarded for his essays.
## Play: Rajen Toijamba (Manipuri) won for his play.

PETA's Person of the Year 2017

P

opular Bollywood actress Anushka Sharma was honoured with the
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals'
(PETA) 2017 Person of the Year Award. The
actress was conferred the award for her widereaching work for animals, from helping to
protect dogs from fireworks to advocating
for horses who are forced to pull carriages in
Mumbai.
This is not the first time Anushka has been named
in the PETA celebrity list. She was named PETA’s
Hottest Vegetarian Celebrity in 2015.
Anushka’s recent efforts to protect animals are:
## She has launched her cruelty-free NUSH

clothing line..

## She has also launched a campaign called PAWsitive to raise awareness of the suffering fireworks cause to animals.
## She also demanded a ban on cruel carriage rides in Mumbai, where horses are forced to pull passengers in all kinds of
weather without getting adequate rest, food or water.
Other actors to have received the PETA's Person of the Year Award in the past include Kapil Sharma, Hema Malini, R
Madhavan and Jacqueline Fernandez.

Goa recently celebrated its 56th Liberation Day in India.
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‘Samudra Manthan - Caring Organisation of
the Year’ award

T

he Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust, India’s Premier Container Port, has won
the ‘Samudra Manthan - Caring Organisation of the Year’ award. The
award was instituted by Bhandarkar Shipping, which is a leading publication
in the maritime industry. It aims to fuel healthy competition in the maritime
sector and impart an impetus to the industry to emerge stronger to work for the
benefit of trade and the economy.
Among the total 14 categories of Samudra Manthan award, JNPT was the
winner in the “Caring Organization of the Year” category.
About JNPT
## It is India’s No. 1 Container Port in terms of volume and efficiency parameters.
## It is located within the Mumbai harbour on the west coast of India, the port was commissioned on 26 May 1989.
## Though it was initially planned to be a “satellite port” with the purpose of decongesting traffic at the Mumbai Port,
eventually it was developed as an independent port and became the country’s largest container port.

The best central bank governor in Asia-Pacific

A

n Indian-origin banker in Singapore has been named as the best central
bank governor in Asia-Pacific for 2018. Ravi Menon, managing director
of Singapore's central bank Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS),
was recognised by the leading UK-based magazine 'The Banker' for his
contribution in the makeover of Singapore's financial system.
The annual recognition is by magazine, a publication under The Financial
Times Group, is based on a selection process involving a survey of bankers and
economists. Ravi Menon was appointed Managing Director of the Monetary
Authority of Singapore (MAS) in 2011. He was previously Permanent
Secretary at the Ministry of Trade & Industry (MTI) and Deputy Secretary at
the Ministry of Finance (MOF).

Broadway World India Awards 2017

M

ughal-e-Azam: The Musical, produced by Shapoorji Pallonji and
the NCPA, won seven trophies, including the Best Indian Play, at the
Broadway World India Awards 2017.While Feroz Abbas Khan took home
the Best Director Award, celebrity fashion designer Manish Malhotra won
the trophy for Best Original Costume Design.Mayuri Upadhya scored in
the Best Original Choreography category, Neil Patel received recognition
in the Best Original Set Design segment and David Lander won the Best
Original Lighting Design award. The play also bagged the Best Ensemble
Cast award.

First Mufti Mohammad Sayeed Award

B

ihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar was conferred the first Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed Award for Probity in Politics and Public Life
at an official function in the winter capital of Jammu and Kashmir.The
award, given by J-K Governor N N Vohra, has been constituted by the
PDP to commemorate the death anniversary of PDP founder and twotime state's chief minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed.The PDP founder
died on January 7, 2016.Flanked by the CM Mehbooba Mufti, Indianorigin UK politician Lord Meghnad Desai, Deputy Chief Minister Bihar
Sushil Kumar Modi, Governor N N Vohra presented an award -- a shawl
the General Zorawar Singh Auditorium in the city.
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and traditional fur cap to Kumar -- at

BJP won by majority in Himachal Pradesh Assembly Elections 2017.
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Anwar Jalalpuri

Partha Mukhopadhyay

Radha Vishwanathan

F

amed Bengali
film actor Partha
Mukhopadhyay
died. He was 70.
Mukhopadhyay
was ailing for
some time.

Much adored for his
boy-next-door looks,
Mukhopadhyay portrayed a number of
memorable roles in the 1960s after getting
a break as a child artiste in the film Maa
directed by Chitto Basu in 1958. Tapan
Sinha cast him as the protagonist in
Atithia, based on Rabindranath Tagore’s
cult short story. Mukhopadhyay also
acted in Sinha’s Aponjon.
Known to carry himself well in both
comedy and serious roles, Mukhopadhyay
was at one time an automatic choice as
Bengal film legend Uttam Kumar’s onscreen brother or son. Balika Bodhu
(1967), Dhonyi Meye (1971), Agnishwar
(1975), Amar Prithivi (1985), Baag Bandi
Khela (1975) are some of his popular
movies.

F

amous Urdu poet Anwar Jalalpuri,
who had translated Bhagwad Geeta
into Urdu in Shayari format, died of
cardiac arrest at King George’s Medical
University (KGMU), Luckknow. He
was 71. Some of his important literary
works include Rahrau se Rahnuma Tak,
translations of Gitanjali and Bhagwat
Gita to Urdu, and he also wrote
dialogues for TV serial Akbar the Great.
Koi puchhega jis din vakai yeh zindagi
kya hai, Zamin se ek muthhikhaak le kar
hum uda denge (When someone will ask
me someday the ethos of this life, I will
take a fistful of dust from this earth and
blow it away...) is how the essence of
life was summed up by the Yash Bharti
recipient Anwar Jalalpuri.

C

arnatic
vocalist
Radha
Vishwanathan, 83, daughter
of M.S. Subbulakshmi, who
accompanied the legendary musician
for nearly five decades on stage, died
in Bengaluru. She was suffering from
pneumonia for the last few weeks but
was mentally very active.
Born on December 11, 1934 in
Gobichettypalayam, she was the
eldest daughter of Thiagarajan
Sadasivam and his first wife,
Apithakuchambal (alias Parvathi).
However, she was brought up by
M. S. Subbulakshmi whom her
father married after the death of
Apithakuchambal from a scorpion
sting.

Peter Sutherland

F

ormer World Trade Organization Director-General Peter
Sutherland has passed away recently. He was 71. He was an
Irish international businessman and former Attorney General of
Ireland, associated with the Fine Gael party. He was a barrister by
profession and was a Senior Counsel of the Irish Bar. He was known
for serving in a variety of international organisations, political and
business roles.
Sutherland was the United Nations Special Representative of
the Secretary-General for International Migration until March
2017. Appointed in January 2006, he was responsible for the
creation of the Global Forum on Migration and Development
(GFMD). He served as President of the International Catholic
Migration Commission, as well as member of the Migration Advisory Board of the International Organisation for
Migration.
Sutherland previously served as Attorney General of Ireland (1981–84), European Commissioner responsible for
Competition Policy (1985–89); Founding Director-General of The World Trade Organisation, formerly GATT (1993–95),
and former Chairman of Goldman Sachs International (1995–2015). He received numerous awards including European
Person of the Year Award (1988).

Punjab government banned the production and use of Chinese ‘manjha’.
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John Young

L

egendary astronaut John Young, who walked on the Moon and later
commanded the first space shuttle flight, has died. Young was 87.
NASA called Young one of its pioneers — the only agency astronaut to go
into space as part of the Gemini, Apollo and space shuttle programs, and the
first to fly into space six times. He was the ninth man to walk on the Moon.
Young remained an active astronaut into his early 70s, long after all his
peers had left, and held on to his role as NASA’s conscience until his
retirement in 2004.
Young was in NASA’s second astronaut class, chosen in 1962, along with the likes of Neil Armstrong, Pete Conrad and
James Lovell. Young was the first of his group to fly in space- He and Mercury astronaut Gus Grissom made the first
manned Gemini mission in 1965.

Shrivallabh Vyas

A

ctor Shrivallabh Vyas, whose credits include films and television series
such as Lagaan, CID, Sarfarosh, Welcome to Sajjanpur and Bunty aur
Babli,died in Jaipur at the age of 60. Vyas had suffered a paralytic stroke a
few years ago and had been ailing ever since.
The National School of Drama graduate was a dependable character actor
with several credits in films and television shows. “The journey of the
actor, a veteran of 60 movies in his over 3 decade-long sting in Hindi film
industry, had started with a TV movie ‘Mujho Jawab Do’ in 1984, a reportin
Mumbai Mirror stated. “However, it took him over a decade for the NSDian
to land a credible role in the movie ‘Sunday’ that was released in 1993.”
Vyas’s best-known role is in Ashutosh Gowariker’s period drama Lagaanin 2001, in which he played Ishwar, the father of
Gauri.

Doodhnath Singh

D

oodhnath Singh passed away recently died in Allahabad. He was
81.

Singh, who was suffering from prostrate cancer, is survived by two sons
and a daughter. Born in Ballia district of Uttar Pradesh, Singh studied Hindi
at the University of Allahabad and served as an assistant professor there
until 1994. In 2014, the government of Uttar Pradesh honoured him with
their Bharat Bharti Samman.
His literary journey had many milestones. He is known for his works like
"Sapaat Chehre Wala Aadmi", "Aakhri Kalaam", "Nishkaasan", "Bhai Ka
Shok Geet", "Dharmakshetra-Kurukshetra" and "Surang se La ..

A. Sivanandan

S

ri Lanka-born British writer Ambalavaner Sivanandan, theorist of state
racism and Black liberation politics and founding editor of Race &
Classjournal, passed away in London. He was 94.
Best known for his political essays and his novel When Memory Dies, Mr.
Sivanandan made original contributions to understanding communities
of resistance in Britain, focussing on the Black working class that he felt
was more prone to the “racism that kills”, as opposed to the “racism that
discriminates” against middle-class Black people
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World Minorities Rights Day is celebrated every year on 18 December.
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Burning Topics of the Month
Electronic-Human
Resource Management
System (e-HRMS)
launched

MHA exempts cruise
tourists with e-visa from
biometric enrolment till
2020

UIDAI introduces Virtual
ID, limited KYC

& Many More...

21 December '17

Darpan Launched For Financial Inclusion Of Rural Population

T

he Minister of Communications Manoj Sinha launched
DARPAN – “Digital Advancement of Rural Post Office for
A New India” Project to improve the quality of service, add
value to services and achieve “financial inclusion” of un-banked
rural population. This project has an outlay of Rs. 1400 Crore and is
aimed to provide a low power technology solution to each Branch
Postmaster (BPM) which will enable each of approximately 1.29
Lakhs Branch Post Offices (BOs) to improve the level of services
being offered to rural customers across all the states. Till now
43,171 Branch Post Offices have migrated under the “DARPAN”
project with the aim of financial inclusion to rural population and
it is targeted to complete the project by March, 2018.

									
About the project:
## The Project will increase the rural reach of the Department of Posts and enable BOs to increase traffic
of all financial remittances, savings accounts, Rural Postal Life Insurance, and Cash Certificates
## Improve mail operations processes by allowing for automated booking and delivery of
accountable article; increase revenue using retail post business.
## It will provide third party applications and make disbursements for social security schemes
such as MGNREGS.

SAMEEP (Students and MEA Engagement Program)

T

he Ministry of ExternalAffairs has launched a new program
SAMEEP (Students and MEA Engagement Program), to
make the student understand India's place in the world and
its global ambitions, and also to look at diplomacy as a career option.
It’s an ""outreach"" mission by MEA to take India’s foreign policy
and its worldwide engagements to students across the country.
SAMEEP (Students and MEA Engagement Program)
Under this new program SAMEEP, the MEA (Ministry of
External affairs) has asked all its officers, undersecretary
and above, to go their hometowns and particularly their
alma mater while on leave.
There they would engage and interact with students in the
schools and colleges and convey how the MEA works,
India’s foreign policy, how they do diplomacy so that the
student consider about this as a career option.
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How will it work?
The MEA would provide them a standardized
presentation and officials would be free
to make the change for the betterment
of it can add their personal experiences.
The objective of SAMEEP is not only to get the
common student to take an interest in India's foreign
policy with its neighbours and other countries but
also to consider diplomacy as a career option.
A similar programme has had IAS officers also
going back to the place of their first posting to assess
its development and make recommendations.

Justice Swatanter Kumar resigned as the Chairman of National Green Tribunal.

NATIONAL
23 December '17

25 December '17

Ganga Gram Project

Electronic-Human Resource Management
System (e-HRMS) launched

T

he Ministry of Drinking
Water
and
Sanitation
(MDWS) launched ‘Ganga
Gram’ – a project for sanitation based
integrated development of all 4470
villages along the River Ganga, at
a multi-stakeholder sammelan held
at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.
The
Ganga
Gram
Swachhta
Sammelan was attended by more than
1400 delegates including 500 village
sarpanches from all five Ganga
States (Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal),
State and District government
officials, NMCG Members and
Ganga Swachhta Manch volunteers.
It is an integrated approach for
holistic development of villages
situated on the banks of River Ganga
with active participation of the
villagers. After achieving ODF target
in Ganga Villages, implementation
of
solid
and
liquid
waste
management and other integrated
activities are remaining tasks.
The Ministry of Drinking Water and
Sanitation (MDWS) is the nodal
agency for implementation of the
Ganga Gram Project. Since the
launch of Swachh Bharat Mission
in October 2014, the Ministry has
constructed 5.72 crore toilets and has
made 2.96 lakh villages, 262 districts,
6 States and 2 Union Territories, open
defecation free. For the Ganga Gram
Project the Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation works in close
coordination with NMCG, various
Ministries, State Government and
Districts.

T

The launch of e-HRMS is a step towards the
‘ease of governance’. It is an initiative by which
the technology will be put to the optimum use..
			
Dr Jitendra Singh

he Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry
of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr
Jitendra Singh launched the electronic-Human Resource Management System
(e-HRMS). He launched it during the observance of Good Governance Day by
the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions. The Minister launched
the 25 applications of 5 modules of the system. The e-service book launched
for DoPT during March this year will also be integrated into the e-HRMS.
The software will give a comprehensive and combined view of the human resource
deployed by the Government. It will also provide HR analytics for the Government. With
launch of e-HRMS, employees will be able to not only see all their details w.r.t service
book, leave, GPF, Salary etc., but also apply for different kind of claims/reimbursements,
loan/advances, leave, leave encashment, LTC advances, Tour etc. on a single platform.
Employees shall not be dependent for data updating on administration, but they
may themselves update the data with their login subject to verification by concerned
administration. They will be able to track status and match details instantly. This is a
step in the direction of fully automated Human Resource Management System with
a target to bring all employees of Government of India on employee portal so that all
processes of personnel management from hiring to retiring will be on digital platform
and manual system of handling personnel management will be dispensed with.
With launch of the website ehrms.gov.in, five bigger modules covering 25
applications have been launched. These are:
1. Personnel Information System- which has functionalities of self-updating
by employees.
2. Leave- Leave of all kind may be claimed and sanctioned through website
that will become part of service book.
3. LTC- All function related to LTC application, Eligibility Check, Sanction,
Advance claim, Final reimbursements, Leave encashment.
4. Loan/Advances- All kind of loan and advances can be claimed, sanctioned
and paid through it.
5. Tour - All tour applications to be submitted through system and TA advance
may also be claimed.

The Jokapatha village received electricity for the first time after 70 years of independence.
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Atal Innovation Mission selects additional 1500 schools for setting up
of Atal Tinkering Labs across India

N

ITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), Government of India’s flagship program to promote innovation
and entrepreneurship nationwide in schools, universities and industry, has selected additional 1500 Schools for
establishment of Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs). The addition of these schools will give a major boost to realize
the vision of the mission to ‘Cultivate One Million children in India as the Innovators of tomorrow’. AIM till now has
selected 2441 Schools across India to establish ATLs to date since it began its operations over a year ago.
ATLs are innovation play workspaces for students between Grade VI to Grade XII, stimulating innovations combining
science & technology. These open-ended innovation workspaces equipped with state of the art technologies like 3D
printers, Robotics, Sensor Technology Kits, Internet of Things, miniaturized Electronics etc enable the students to learn
and solve local community problems using emerging Technologies. Students are encouraged to explore and experience
Design Thinking and Innovation, using a do-it-yourself approach, and develop innovative solutions to India’s social,
community or economic problems. ATLs will help our country to transform Young students to Young Innovators. This
will be big opportunity for students to build the ‘New India’ of their dreams by 2022.
The ATLs will touch upon the all sections of our society to make the vision of the Prime Minister to build a ‘Creative
India, an Innovative India’.
27 December '17

Livestock Disease Forewarning –
Mobile Application (LDF-Mobile App)
launched

U

nion Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister, Radha
Mohan Singh launched Livestock Disease Forewarning
–Mobile Application (LDF-Mobile App), developed
by ICAR-National Institute of Veterinary Epidemiology and
Disease Informatics (ICAR-NIVEDI), Bengaluru, in New Delhi.
Recently the dreaded Rinderpest disease has been eradicated
from India and stressed that similar efforts are needed to
control and eradicate diseases like FMD, PPR, Brucellosis,
CSF, BT, HS etc., which cause huge economic loss annually to the livestock rearers and livestock industry as a whole.
ICAR-NIVEDI has identified 13 priority diseases based on their past incidence patterns and has built a strong database of
these diseases and has been providing monthly livestock disease alerts to the state and central animal husbandry departments.
ICAR-NIVEDI developed the app and used Monthly Bulletin system to send out early warning. The complex statistical algorithm
also considers both climatic and non-climatic factors and categorizes districts intoVery High Risk, High Risk, Moderate Risk, Low
Risk,Very Low Risk and No Risk for a particular disease so that stakeholders can effectively plan and utilize the available resources.
Apart from early warning, the app will also provide information about clinical samples for the diagnosis in case of the
epidemic so that immediate action can be taken in case of the epidemic. This app works on all kind of Android smartphones
and takes up 2.5 MB space.
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Fiber Grid Project inaugurates

T

he Andhra Pradesh Fiber Grid Project was
inaugurated by the President of India, Ram
Nath Kovind at Velagapudi, Amaravathy. The
project, initiated by Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, aims to expand high-speed internet facility in
the state. It aims to cover over 1.45 crore households,
more than 12,000 panchayats and 60,000 schools.
It will also provide internet facilities to 10,000
government offices, 96 municipalities, 14 Corporations
and 6,000 Public Health Centers in the state.
Speaking on the occasion, the President stated that
from an expensive luxury even a decade ago, data and
Internet access is today seen as a utility – as much a
basic need as water, electricity and cooking gas. He
stated that the world is moving towards a plug-andplay system where it will be the norm for houses and
office spaces to come pre-configured with broadband
connectivity. Andhra Pradesh is attempting to realise
that potential.
The project is being implemented by the Andhra
Pradesh State Fibernet Limited (APSFL), which has
now become the largest state government-owned
telecommunication company in the country. Under
the project, the APSFL has already laid over 23,000
km of the total 55,000 km long Optical Fibre Cable in
the 13 districts of Andhra Pradesh.

Benefits of the Project
## Data connectivity is an important tool for
human empowerment and social change.
## Farmers and small producers in rural
areas use Internet connectivity to
contact buyers in distant locations and
make themselves aware of the real value
of their products.
## Access to data will pave way for digital
classrooms and telemedicine, which
can help people leapfrog traditional
handicaps.
## It will enable citizens to expand their
circle of knowledge and make quality
healthcare and diagnosis available even
in distant areas.

Allied Health Professionals
Database Portal

01 January '18

Preeti Sudan, Secretary of Health and Family Welfare
Ministry, launched the Allied and Healthcare Professionals’
database portal to ensure better systems and frameworks for
the healthcare workforce in the country.
Key Highlights
## More than 3000 professionals have already registered on
the portal during the testing phase.
## The portal has a capacity of capturing more than 10 lakhs
Allied and Healthcare Professionals’ data.
## It will help the Government to track the number of
professionals and streams of allied and healthcare
professions in the country.
## It will be helpful in accelerating the envisaged processes
such as licensing of professionals, workforce policy planning
and bringing transparency in the system by maintaining
standards of educational and clinical practice, etc.

## This portal is a provisional measure taken by the
Ministry to track and reach out to all the allied and
health care professionals in the country.

India collaborated with Sri Lanka for 2nd phase of joint oceanographic survey.
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Online portal ‘NARI’ for women empowerment

U

nion Minister of Women & Child Development Maneka Sanjay Gandhi
inaugurated the online portal 'NARI' for women empowerment. NARI
stands for 'National Repository of Information for Women'. The portal
contains information about schemes being run by both Central as well as the
States Governments.

e-Samvad Portal
##

In order to provide a
platform for NGOs and Civil
Societies to interact with the
Union Ministry of Women
& Child Development,
e-Samvad portal has also
been developed.

##

Through
e-Samvad
portal, NGOs and civil
society can provide their
feedback, suggestions, put
up grievances, share best
practices etc.

##

Senior Officers within
Union Ministry of Women
& Child Development
will be able to view the
suggestions received for
their concerned subject
areas and appropriately
respond to NGOs.

##

This will help in formulation
of effective policies and
measures for welfare of
women and children.

'NARI' portal
## 'NARI' portal has been developed by the Union Ministry of Women & Child
Development.
## It will provide easy access to information on government schemes and
initiatives for women to women citizens.
## The Government has implemented a number of schemes & legislations
for women to provide them equal rights and opportunities. In order
to make this information easily accessible in one place, the NARI
portal summarizes over 350 government schemes and other important
information.
## It provides links to the Ministries, Departments and autonomous bodies
offering these schemes as well as easy access to online applications and
grievance redressal.
## It will also provide information to women on issues affecting their
lives.
## There are tips on good nutrition, suggestions for health checkups, information
on major diseases, tips for job search and interview, investment and savings
advice, information on crimes against women, contacts of legal aid cells and
simplified adoption procedures.
## It will bestow women with the power of information to build their life skills
and will facilitate them in taking full advantage of the services provided by
the Government for them.
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MHA exempts cruise tourists with
e-visa from biometric enrolment till
2020

T

he Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on appeal of the Ministry of Shipping has exempted cruise tourists arriving
with e-visa from the requirement of biometric enrolment for a period of three years i.e. till 2020. The purpose
behind this move is to promote cruise tourism in the country and make India attractive cruise tourist destination.
Key Highlights

Background

This simplified immigration clearance procedure will
make immigration clearance of such passengers faster,
leaving them with more time to spend on shore. This is also
important factor that will help cruise lines decide whether or
not to include a destination in their itinerary. This simplified
immigration clearance procedure is part of a series of steps
to attract and to enhance cruise passenger experience at the
major ports.

The Ministry of Shipping has been working towards
simplifying immigration clearance procedure and
providing passengers with customer friendly and
hassle free logistics process when they embark
on or disembark from their cruise at Indian ports.
E-visa facility is being implemented in five major ports
viz. Mumbai, Mormugao, New Mangalore, Cochin and
Chennai.

EPashudhan
Haat

G

03 January '18
overnment has launched e-Pashu Haat portal
(www.epashuhaat.gov.in) for connecting breeders
and farmers of indigenous breeds. Through the
portal farmers can obtain information on location of quality
indigenous germplasm in the form live animals, semen doses
and embryos. This portal is playing crucial role in development
and conservation of indigenous breeds. As on date complete
information along with pedigree and productivity details on
availability of 40,542 live animals, 6.25 crore semen doses
and 372 embryos is available on the portal.

03 January '18

T

MoU between India and ‘Transport for London’

he Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has approved the signing
and implementation of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between Ministry of Road Transport
& Highways and ‘Transport for London’, a statutory
body established under the Greater London Authority
Act, 1999 (UK) to improve Public Transport in India.
The MoU will help to improve the overall public transport
system in the country, improve passenger services and
promote the use of high capacity buses in India. It will
go a long way in strengthening ties and promoting
bilateral relations between India and United Kingdom.
The MoU will help in strengthening the integrated public
transport for all. This will help people from poorer strata of
the society to have access to a quality public transport system.
Uttar Pradesh government has approved the setting up of ‘cow protection committees.
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New AIIMS in Bilaspur

T

he Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has given its approval for establishment of new
AIIMS in Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh) under the
Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY). The
cost of the project is Rs.1351 crore.
Salient features:
## The new AIIMS will be completed in a period of 48 months with
a pre-construction phase of 12 months, construction phase of 30
months and stabilization / commissioning phase of 6 months.
## The Institution will consist of a hospital with a capacity of 750 beds and
trauma center facilities.
## It will have a Medical college with an intake of 100 MBBS students per year.
## Nursing college with an intake of 60 B.Sc. (Nursing) students per year.
## Residential complexes and allied facilities / services, broadly on the pattern of
AIIMS, New Delhi.
## The hospital will have 20 Speciality/Super-Speciality Departments including
15 Operation Theatres.
## It will also have an AYUSH department with 30 beds for providing treatment
facilities in traditional system of medicine.
Impact:
The establishment of new AIIMS will serve the dual purpose of providing super
speciality health care to the population while also help create a large pool of doctors
and other health workers in this region that can be available for primary and secondary
level institutions / facilities being created under National Health Mission (NHM).

Background:
Under this scheme, AIIMS
have been established in
Bhubaneshwar,
Bhopal,
Raipur, Jodhpur, Rishikesh
and Patna while work of
AIIMS Rae Bareli is in
progress. Also, three AIIMS
in Nagpur (Maharashtra),
Kalyani (West Bengal) and
Mangalagiri in Guntur
(Andhra Pradesh) have
been sanctioned in 2015,
two AIIMS have been
sanctioned at Bathinda and
Gorakhpur in 2016 and an
AIIMS in Kamrup (Assam).

Asia's longest bi-directional Zojila Pass
06 January '18
tunnel

T

he Union Cabinet approved the construction of Asia's longest
bi-directional Zojila Pass tunnel at an estimated cost of
Rs 6,089 crore, which will reduce the travel time between
Srinagar and Leh to 15 minutes from the current 3.5 hours. The
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, gave its go-ahead to the 14.2-km long tunnel project
in Jammu and Kashmir to provide all-weather connectivity between
Srinagar, Kargil and Leh, which remains cut-off from the rest of India
during winters due to heavy snowfall.
Zojila tunnel will be the longest bi-directional tunnel in Asia. (Its) construction period (will be) seven years because of a
very difficult terrain where in some areas temperature dips to minus 45 degree celsius. The tunnel shall be a engineering
marvel as first of its kind in such a geographical area. The project would enhance the safety of travellers crossing Zojila
Pass and reduce the travel time from 3.5 hours to 15 minutes, he added.

"Defense forces have to face hard time ensuring supplies to border posts during winters. This pass
is most strategic for the entire Kargil sector which has seen intrusion and war in the past,"
Nitin Gadkari
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Indian army conducted a major exercise called 'Hamesha Vijayee' in Rajasthan.

NATIONAL
06 January '18

Air India has tied up to acquire three Boeing 777 aircraft.

S

tate-owned Air India has tied up with UAE-based
Bank and Mashreq Bank to avail shortTwo of the aircrafts are to
the three B777-

First Abu Dhabi Bank as well as Standard Chartered
term loans for acquiring three Boeing 777 aircraft.
be used for ferrying VVIPs. The delivery of
300 ER planes is scheduled to be completed next
month -- two in January and one in February. In early
November, the disinvestment-bound airline issued a
revised tender (after first floating it in October), soliciting interest
from lenders for a loan worth up to USD 535 million (around Rs 3,460
crore). Last month, the airline also floated tenders for securing loans worth over Rs 1,100 crore for modification of two
Boeing aircraft for ferrying VVIPs -- the president, vice-president and prime minister.
In 2006, Air India placed orders with Boeing for 68 aircraft 27 Dreamliners, 15 B777-300 ERs, eight B777-200 LRs and
18 B737-800s. Of these, the state-run carrier has already taken the delivery of 65 planes, including 12 B777-300ERs.

ASEAN India Pravasi Bharatiya
07 January '18
Divas

08 January '18

Railways, HRD and S&T Ministry
ink MoU on Technology Mission for
Indian Railways

T
U

nion Minister of Road Transport &
Highways, Shipping and Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation,
Nitin Gadkari inaugurates the ASEAN India Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas in Singapore. Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas (PBD) is celebrated every year to mark the
contribution of overseas Indian community in the
development of India.
These conventions provide a platform to the overseas
Indian community to engage with the government
and Indian communities in India for mutually
beneficial activities. These conventions are also very
useful in networking among the overseas Indian
community residing in various parts of the world
and enable them to share their experiences in various
fields. This year marks the 25 years of ASEANIndian Partnership which is based on centuries-old
cultural, religious and human links, forged on an
ancient route of commerce.
The Indian Diaspora is an important part of Southeast
Asia’s diversity and a strong bridge between
India and ASEAN.This year’s PBD celebrates the
ASEAN-Indian partnership with the theme ‘Ancient
Route, New Journey’. It was held in Singapore –
which is considered as not only India’s gateway to
the East but also is the heart of ASEAN.

hree Ministries viz. Ministry of Railways, Ministry of
Human Resource Development (HRD) and Ministry
of Science & Technology have signed Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for joint funding of Technology Mission
for Indian Railways (TMIR).
Features of MoU
The MoU aims to facilitate co-financing of (TMIR) by investment
sharing for identified railway projects for applied research. The
percentage division of the funding between the three ministries
for Technology Mission for Indian Railways’ is Ministry of
Railways: 30% , Ministry of HRD: 25% and Department of
Science & Technology: 25%.
Under the MoU, Ministry of HRD and Ministry of S&T have
agreed to fund TMIR projects to the tune of Rs 75 crore each
while Railways and Industries would also be contributing to their
respective shares.
Technology Mission for Indian Railways
The Ministry of Railways had set up TMIR as consortium of
Ministry of Railways, Ministry of HRD and Ministry of Science &
Technology on investment sharing model for taking up identified
railway projects for applied research and use on Indian Railways.
TMIR is tasked to take up research and development projects in
the areas of heavy haul, safety, energy, environment and urban
railways. These projects will be implemented through Mission
Implementation and Coordination Committee having members
from the three Ministries, academia and industry. Moreover,
these projects will be implemented in the national research
and development labs and academic institutions. Moreover
collaborations will be also entered with foreign institutions
wherever essential.

India has signed a financial agreement for a skill strengthening project with World Bank.
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Government to launch e-Sansad and e-Vidhan

T

he Union Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs (MoPA)
has proposed rolling out of e-Sansad in Parliament and
e-Vidhan in State Legislatures to digitize and make
their functioning paperless. It was announced by Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Ananth Kumar after inaugurating 18th All
India Whips’ Conference in Udaipur, Rajasthan.

09 January '18

18th All India Whips’ Conference

e-Sansad and e-Vidhan

The two-day conference was organised
by Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs
(MoPA) focused on the efficient
functioning of legislatures.

They are mission mode projects of Union Government under
Digital India to make the functioning of Parliament and State
Legislatures paperless. They aim to digitise and make available
Parliament and state legislature documents, including debates,
speeches, committee reports and questions on internet.

Delegates participating in made
suggestions and recommendations for
making the rolling out of e-Vidhan a
success.

MoPA is the Nodal Ministry for implementation of both the
projects. These projects will make functioning of Parliament
and State Legislatures participative, responsive, transparent,
productive and more accountable to public. They will make the
entire Legislative process more efficient. They are environmentfriendly initiatives in line with the Go Green initiative of the
government.

It also made other recommendations
for smooth and efficient working of
Parliament and the state legislatures in
the light of the experience gained by the
whips.
11 January '18

Playing national anthem in cinema halls not mandatory: Supreme Court

T

he Supreme Court ruled that playing
the national anthem before screening
movies in cinema halls is not
mandatory. The ruling modifies November
2016 order of Supreme Court that made
the playing of national anthem in cinemas
mandatory.
A bench headed by the Chief Justice Dipak
Misra accepted the Union Government's
affidavit that said a 12-member interministerial committee had been set up to
suggest changes in the 1971 Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act.
Inter-Ministerial Committee on National Anthem in Cinema Halls
The Union government told the court it had set up an inter-ministerial committee to frame guidelines on playing the
national anthem in cinemas and other public places. It also informed that the committee needs six months to finalise the
guidelines.
The committee will have to consider a wide range of issues relating to the national anthem, and have extensive discussions
with various ministries. The committee will then give its recommendations in six months from the date of its constitution.
November 2016 order of Supreme Court
On 30 November 2016, the Supreme Court ordered all cinemas to play the National Anthem before screening a film “for
the love of the motherland”.
It was also ruled that the National Flag must be displayed on the screen for the complete duration of the anthem and all
present in the cinema hall should stand up to show respect to the National Anthem.
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Justice U D Salvi has been appointed as the acting chairperson of National Green Tribunal (NGT).

NATIONAL
UIDAI introduces Virtual
ID, limited KYC

14 January '18

T

he Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), in order to
address privacy concerns, introduced a new concept of Virtual ID
which Aadhaar-card holder can generate from its website and give
for various purposes, wherever Aadhaar number is necessary to provide.
Now, Aadhaar-card holders do not need to share the actual 12-digit
biometric ID for any authentication, instead they can simply give the
newly introduced Virtual ID.

Impact
The move to bring virtual id aims to strengthen the security and privacy of Aadhaar
data and comes amid heightened concerns around the collection and storage of
personal and demographic data of individuals.
Virtual ID
The Virtual would be a random 16-digit number. It will be
linked with the biometrics of the user that would give any
authorised agency like a mobile company, limited access
of details like name, address and photograph, which are
sufficient for any verification.
User can generate as many Virtual IDs as they want. The
older ID will get automatically cancelled at a time when a
fresh one is generated.
The Aadhaar-issuing body will start accepting the virtual ID
from March 1, 2018.
From June 1, 2018 it will be obligatory for all agencies that
undertake authentication to accept the Virtual ID from their
users.

Till now, a Aadhaar-card holders had to give 12-digit
identity number along with other informations like
demographic and/or biometrics and/or through a one-time
password, during authentication or e-KYC (know your
customer) for accessing various services and benefits from
service providers such as banks or mobile companies.
Limited KYC
The UIDAI has also introduced the concept of limited KYC
under which it will only provide need-based or limited
details of a user to an authorised agency that is providing a
particular service.
Agencies that do not migrate to the new system to offer this
additional option to their users by the stipulated deadline
will face financial disincentives.

Ministry of Railway launches SFOORTI Application

I

n a major digital initiative to help plan the traffic flows
and optimize freight operations, Ministry of Railways
have launched Smart Freight Operation Optimisation
& Real Time Information (SFOORTI) App for Freight
Managers which provides features for monitoring and
managing freight business using Geographic Information
System (GIS) Views and Dashboard.
Salient features of SFOORTI Application are as below:
## With this application, movement of freight trains on
Geographic Information System (GIS) view can be
tracked.

14 January '18

## This app provides
a Bird’s eye view
of all Freight
Assets in a single
window.
## Provides
end
to end Rake
movement
on
Geospatial view
## Expected Traffic at Interchange points to evaluate daily
performance can be viewed.

## Both passenger and freight trains can be tracked over
Zones/Divisions/ Sections in single GIS View.

## Performance of each zone and divisions with respect to
loading and utilization of freight assets can be viewed.

## Freight business can be monitored.

## Sectional performance monitoring for sections,
divisions and zones shall help in traffic routing.

## Comparative Analysis of Zonal/Divisional Traffic.
## Analysis of new traffic captured and traffic lost.

## Freight terminal and sidings can be better monitored to
ensure better turnaround of rakes.

The Companies (Amendment) Bill, 2017 has been passed by both the houses of the Parliament.
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Union Government ends Haj
subsidy
17 January '18

17 January '18

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Benjamin
Netanyahu inaugurate 'iCreate'

P

rime Minister Narendra Modi and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu inaugurated the iCREATE facility at
Deo Dholera Village in Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

About iCreate
iCreate is an independent Centre created with the aim of facilitating
entrepreneurship through a blend of creativity, innovation, engineering,
product design and leveraging emerging technologies to deal with
major issues such as food security, water, connectivity, cyber security,
IT and electronics, energy, bio-medical equipment and devices.
Key Objectives

T

he Union Government has decided to
end Haj subsidy from this year, as a
part of its policy to 'empower minorities
without appeasement'. The announcement was
made by Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi.
The Minister stated that the decision is a part of
the government’s policy to empower minorities
with dignity and without appeasement. He further
said that despite the withdrawal of the subsidy,
a record number of 1.75 lakh Muslims would be
undertaking the pilgrimage this year from India
after Saudi Arabia increased India's quota by
5,000.
Naqvi also stated that the government of Saudi
Arabia has in-principle agreed to allow the Haj
journey from India by ships, which will be cheaper
than flying, and that the officials from the two
nations would be sitting together to finalise the
modalities.
Impact
The Haj subsidy, besides including cheaper airfare,
also included central assistance to the pilgrims
to reach the specially-designed Haj departure
terminals at airports.
It also included food and medical care.
According to the Minority Affairs Ministry, the
subsidy fund would now be used for educational,
empowerment and welfare of girls from minority
communities.
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•

The primary goal of the Centre is to create a large number of
quality entrepreneurs.

•

To achieve the objective, the centre aims to develop a
new culture where people will understand and encourage
entrepreneurship as a preferred career option.

•

Besides this, it will also engage with the government to help
evolve enabling policies.

India becomes member of Australia
Group
19 January '18

I

ndia joined the Australia Group export control regime, an
informal forum that seeks to ensure that exports do not
contribute to the development of chemical or biological
weapons. India has become the 43rd member of the group. The
inclusion is expected to raise India's stature in the field of nonproliferation and help in acquiring critical technologies.
About the Australia Group
It is an informal forum of countries which, through the
harmonisation of export controls, seeks to ensure that exports
do not contribute to the development of chemical or biological
weapons. Coordination of national export control measures assists
Australia Group participants to fulfil their obligations under the
Chemical Weapons Convention and the Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention to the fullest extent possible.
Impact
India is the latest entrant into the group. It is also the first South
Asian nation to become its full-time member.
India's entry into the export control regime will enhance its
credentials in the field of non-proliferation, although, India is not a
signatory to the Non-Proliferation Treaty.
It is also expected to strengthen India’s bid to enter the 48-member
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG).
Significantly, China, which stalled India’s entry into the 48-member
NSG, is not a member of the Wassenaar Arrangement, MTCR as
well as the Australia Group.

The 20th Special Representatives level talks are held between India and China.
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Burning Topics of the Month
India signs Loan
Agreement with World
Bank for UP Tourism

Delhi government
launches mobile app
that would connect
16000 SMC members

Haryana has become
the first State in India
to launch High Risk
Pregnancy (HRP) Portal

& Many More...
21 December '17

Petrochemical park in Kochi

A

n MoU for setting up a `1,800-crore
petrochemical park in Kochi, was inked
by the Kerala government and fertiliser
major FACT, owned by the Centre. It will come up
in 481 acres of land owned by the Fertilisers and
Chemicals Travancore, the State Government said.
The park was aimed at making Kochi, a hub in
petrochemical production chain on par with Jurong in
Singapore and industrial complexes in South Korea.
The Fertilizers and Chemicals Travancore Limited
(FACT) is a Government of India Enterprise
has business interests in manufacturing and
marketing of fertilizers, caprolactam, engineering
consultancy and fabrication of equipments. Units
of FACT include the two manufacturing divisions
Udyogamandal Complex-UC and Cochin DivisionCD, the consultancy unit FACT Engineering
and Design Organization-FEDO, the fabrication
division FACT Engineering Works-FEW and the
Marketing Division. The Company has also interests
in petrochemicals, hydrometallurgy, chemicals and
pharmaceuticals.

Petrochemical park

23 December '17

New metro line between Noida
and South Delhi

T

he Prime Minister, Narendra Modi,
inaugurated a stretch of the new Magenta
line of the Delhi Metro on 25thDecember.
The line connects Botanical Garden in Noida
with Kalkaji Mandir in Delhi. It will significantly
reduce travel time between Noida and South Delhi.
The new line represents one more link in the
Union Government’s push to modernize urban
transport in the country. It represents the drive
towards technology-centric, and environmentfriendly mass rapid urban transport systems.
This is the third metro line inaugurated by
the Prime Minister in 2017. He had earlier
dedicated the Kochi Metro to the nation in
June, and the Hyderabad Metro in November.
Shri Narendra Modi has often used the metro to travel
for engagements in the National Capital Region. In
January 2016, the Prime Minister, and the then French
President Francois Hollande travelled from Delhi to
Gurgaon, to jointly lay the foundation stone of the
Headquarters of the International Solar Alliance.
More recently, in April 2017, the Prime Minister,
and the Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull
travelled by metro to the Akshardham Temple.
In keeping with the objective of enhancing connectivity
through mass rapid transit systems, the Union
Government has launched nine metro projects covering
a stretch of nearly 165 kilometers over the past three
and
a half years. Five new Metro Rail
Projects covering a total length
of over 140 kilometers have
been approved. Metro Lines
of around 250 kilometer
length are proposed to be
commissioned over the next
two years.

The Union government has imposed a 30 % import duty on Chana, Masoor.
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he long awaited dream of Nation for ‘Cool
Travelling’ in ‘Air Conditioned local train’
is going to be a pleasant reality, as First Ever
Broad Gauge Air-conditioned AC EMU suburban train
consisting of 12-car (12 coaches) fitted
with Indigenous 3-phase Propulsion
India’s First Ever
system of Ms BHEL on Mumbai
Broad
Suburban Section of Western Railway
Gauge AC EMU
is introduced. Earlier the AC local train
was operated on the experimental basis
25 December '17
between Churchgate & Borivali stations
for a week i.e. from 25thDecember to 31st December,
2017. Afterwards w.e.f. 1st January, 2018, this AC local
train is operated on regular basis as per the scheduled
time table between Churchgate & Virar stations.
In this AC local train, coaches reserved for Ladies & Seats earmarked for Senior Citizens/Divyangs are different
from Standard Configuration. 1st and 12th coach from Churchgate end are earmarked as Ladies coaches and 7 seats
in 2nd and 11th coach from Churchgate end are earmarked for Senior citizens while 10 seats in 4th and 7th coach
from Churchgate end are earmarked for Divyangs. It is also decided that suitable number of RPF constables will
be deployed in each coach of this train to ensure proper security. Similarly, technicians will also be deputed in the
train for trouble shooting purpose. Suitable announcements will also be ensured for opening of the door as per the
platform position of upcoming station.
29 December '17

I

ndia signed a USD 40 Million Loan
Agreement with the World Bank for
'Uttar Pradesh (UP) Pro-Poor Tourism
Development Project'.
The loan agreement was signed today by
Sameer Kumar Khare, Joint Secretary in
Department of Economic Affairs and John
Blomquist, Acting Country Director of the
World Bank (India).
While, the Implementing Entity Agreement
was signed by Awanish Kumar Awasthi,
Director General and Principal Secretary,
Tourism on behalf of Uttar Pradesh
Government, and John Blomquist, the
Acting Country Director of the World Bank
(India).

India signs Loan Agreement with World
Bank for UP Tourism

Uttar Pradesh Pro-Poor Tourism Development Project:
## The Project will support the state government’s priority of re-structuring tourism benefiting poor
residents and local entrepreneurs such as rickshaw drivers, local artisans and street vendors.
## It is expected to have far-reaching social, economic and environmental benefits for local
communities and entrepreneurs near some of the main tourist attractions such as Agra,
Mathura, Vrindavan, Barsana and Govardhan in the Braj region.
## Agra and the Braj region, despite being two of the prime tourist and pilgrimage destinations
of India and UP, have some of the state’s highest poverty rates.
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West Bengal decided to beautify and upgrade the 187-year-old Babughat.

STATE
UP inks MoU with South Korea

29 December '17

T

he Uttar Pradesh government
has
signed
Memorandum
of
Understanding (MoU) with South
Korea on to enhance cooperation in the field
of tourism, skill development, culture and
farming.
It was signed after a delegation from South
Korea’s Gimhae city met Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath in Lucknow and discussed
ways to improve cooperation between the
two countries.

Key Facts
The MoU will go a long way in cementing the bond especially cultural and historical relations
between Uttar Pradesh and South Korea. Earlier, in 2000, an agreement was signed to develop
Ayodhya and Gimhae as sister cities, following which memorial was constructed in Ayodhya
which is visited by large number of tourists from South Korea every year. The people in South
Korea believe that 2,000 years ago, Ayodhya princess had married Korean King Kim Suro. At
present, members of the ‘Crock Clan’ are considered as their descendants.
Loan Agreement with World Bank
## The total cost of the project is
approximately USD 57.14 million,
of which USD 40 million will be
financed by the World Bank as IBRD
Credit.
## The remaining amount will be funded
out of Uttar Pradesh Budget.
## The USD 40 million loan from the
International Bank for Reconstruction
and
Development
(IBRD),
has a 5
year grace
period and
a maturity
of 19 years.

Agra’s Taj Mahal, which is India’s primary tourism attraction, is surrounded by more than
20 slums with crumbling infrastructure.
## In Agra, the project will focus on refurbishing its 150 sites and monuments and its rich living
heritage to retain visitors and increase their spending in the city.
## In Braj region, a major emphasis will be on rescuing the living heritage of the region through
support to emblematic natural assets, such as its kunds (water bodies) and creative industries.
##

Delhi was ranked 7th in most expensive office locations list as per JLL India Report 2017.
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SMC members realise that they are the owners of the schools and
will contribute their services for betterment of quality of education.
Further, he stated that the SMCs' decisions should be made binding
upon the schools and they should be provided with some funds to
carry out essential and need based works in the schools.

02 January '18

Assam CM launches skill
development training centres

T

he Chief Minister of Assam, Sarbananda Sonowal,
launched skill development training centres across
the state in a programme organised by the Department
of Skill, Employment and Entrepreneurship at Srimanta
Sankardev Kalakshetra in Guwahati.
Key Highlights
## The Assam’s skill development centres aim to carry forward PM Narendra Modi’s vision for skilling the youth of the
nation through 'Skill India' programme.
## The state government has already signed a MoU with the Government of Singapore under which a skill development
centre having international standards would be set up in one of its cities, Mangaldoi.
## The centre would impart training to around 10000 of the state’s youth.
## Besides, the state government would also be setting up foreign language learning centres in the state, as a part of its
effort to open new job opportunities for the youth abroad.
## The state would also impart training to around 1.5 lakh youth on various trades before 31 March 2018.
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The good governance day is observed to commemorate - Atal Bihari Vajpayee's birth anniversary.

STATE
02 January '18

GAIL commissions India’s second largest rooftop solar plant in UP

S

tate-owned gas utility GAIL India Ltd has
commissioned India’s second largest rooftop solar
power plant in Uttar Pradesh. It is 5.76 MWp (Mega
Watt peak) solar plant installed at GAIL’s petrochemical
complex at Pata in UP. The plant has over roofs of
warehouses covers a total area of 65,000 square meters.
It is expected to produce Peak Load Factor (PLF) of around
15% annually, over 79 lakh KWh of electricity is targeted
to be generated for captive use of India’s largest gas-based
petrochemicals plant.
Largest rooftop solar plant in India
India’s largest rooftop solar plant was commissioned in
December 2015 by Tata Power Solar in Amritsar, Punjab.
It is 12 MWp solar rooftop project, which produces
more than 150 lakh units of power
annually. It offsets over 19,000 tonne
of carbon emissions every year.
India is planning to have 40 GW of
rooftop photovoltaics (PV) by 2022. The
Captive solar power initiative of GAIL
will reduce carbon emissions by 6,300
tonnes per annum and help India achieve
climate goals.

Gas (India) Limited (GAIL)
GAIL is the largest state-owned natural
gas processing and distribution company in
India. It is headquartered in New Delhi.
It has following business segments: natural
gas, liquefied petroleum gas transmission,
liquid hydrocarbon, city gas distribution,
petrochemical,
exploration
and production, GAILTEL and
electricity generation. It was
conferred with the Maharatna
status in February 2013 by the
Government of India. Only six
other Public Sector Enterprises
(PSEs) enjoy this coveted status
amongst all central CPSEs.

Arunachal Pradesh becomes second ODF state in Northeast

T

02 January '18

he state of Arunachal Pradesh has become the
second state in the Northeast, after Sikkim, to
be declared Open Defecation Free.

The feat was deemed completed after three
remaining districts in the state - Upper Subansiri,
Siang and Changlang - were declared Open
Defecation Free (ODF) on 31 December 2017.
In total, the state has 21 districts and it managed to
achieve the feat much before the national deadline of
2 October 2019.
Background
The state government of Nagaland had cut short the ODF target set by the Union Government by one year and 10 months
and set it for 31 December 2017.
Funding
## The project undertaken under Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) was bolstered by the state government’s incentive of
Rs 8000 per toilet.
## The state’s incentive was in addition to the support extended by the Centre, which was Rs 12000.
## Both Centre and state together raised the grant for constructing a toilet to Rs 20,000.
Other Details
## The state government launched Swachh Arunachal Mission on 2 October 2017 at Tawang, which envisaged the
Swachh Protocol (Cleanliness Protocol) aimed at ensuring sustainability of assets created under SBM (Gramin).
China recently launched a land exploration satellite for remote sensing operations.
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NABARD has sanctioned
loan assistance to Odisha

07 January '18

Telangana Industrial Health Clinic Ltd
(TIHCL) will function as a non-banking
finance company (NBFC).

T

elangana Industrial
Health Clinic Ltd
(TIHCL), a State
government
initiative,
has got RBI clearance to
register and function as
a non-banking finance
company (NBFC).

T

he NABARD has sanctioned
Rs 372.51 crore loan assistance
under the Rural Infrastructure
Development Fund (RIDF) to Odisha
towards irrigation and rural bridge projects.
A total number of 17,322 lift irrigation
projects including bore wells, shallow tube
wells, digging wells, micro river lifts shall
be taken up with Rs 130.17 crore from
the assistance. This will provide assured
irrigation to about 36,440 hectares of
agricultural land directly benefiting about
40,000 farmers in the state. This apart,
NABARD has also sanctioned 14 Rural
Bridge Projects under Biju Setu Yojana
with RIDF loan assistance of Rs 242.34
crore which would add 6222.89 metres of
bridge length, benefiting about 4.56 lakh
population in 322 villages of the state.

It will be the first State
promoted
and
cofinancing NBFC. TIHCL
was floated in 2017
with a corpus of `100
crore, which included
contributions
from
the State and Central
governments, financial institutions, industrial units and high net worth
individuals. Lenders such as Karur Vysya Bank, Vijaya Bank, Canara
Bank, Union Bank, SBI and SIDBI have evinced interest in partnering
with TIHCL.
TIHCL’s innovative institutional intervention to resolve the stressed
assets in micro and small manufacturing enterprises attracted the attention
of policymakers at the national level. It had won the SKOCH Platinum
Award in September 2017 under the smart governance category in the
MSME segment, he added.
In the past couple of months, its proof of concept resulted in 23 micro and
small enterprises contributing to the share share capital to an extent of
`2.30 lakh.
09 January '18

Haryana has become the first State in India to launch High Risk Pregnancy
(HRP) Portal
Haryana has become the first State in India to launch High Risk Pregnancy (HRP) Portal which helps in early identification
of high-risk pregnant cases, ensures timely referral of such cases to the civil hospitals.
Highlights
## This portal helps in easy identification of high-risk pregnancy cases up to the grassroots level and ensures that these
cases are referred timely to the civil hospitals for further management and delivery by the specialists.
## The High-Risk Pregnancy Policy was implemented across Haryana in November 2017 for identifying 100% namebased high-risk pregnancy cases and ensuring their delivery by specialists in civil hospitals.
## The initiative has been lauded by the Niti Aayog and the Union Ministry of Health and family welfare.
## This innovative web application has been designed to track every high risk pregnant woman till 42 days after delivery
so that she receives adequate treatment during the ante-natal period so as to ensure a healthy outcome of the pregnancy.
## Haryana has also implemented birth companion strategy under which one female attendant would be allowed in the
labour room at the time of delivery. The presence of a female birth companion would improve the quality of care inside
the labour rooms for improving the maternal and neo-natal outcome and for proper maternity care.
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Gujarat tops in Logistics Ease Across Different States index

G

ujarat has topped among 22
states in the Logistics Ease
Across
Different
States
(LEADS) index released by Union
Ministry of Commerce & Industry.
It was released by Union Minister of
Commerce & Industry Suresh Prabhu
after the third meeting of the Council
for Trade Development and Promotion
in New Delhi.
Rankings in LEADS index
Punjab has acquired second position
followed
by Andhra
Pradesh,
Karnataka and Maharashtra. Among
the Union Territories, Daman & Diu
occupied top slot followed by NCT
Delhi and Chandigarh. As regards
the hilly states, Tripura was on top
followed by Mizoram and Meghalaya.

09 January '18

LEADS index
The LEADs index is a composite indicator to assess
international trade logistics across States/UTs based on
stakeholders’ survey conducted by Deloitte for Ministry of
Commerce and Industry. It is calculated based on eight
parameters such as infrastructure, services, timeliness,
track and trace, competitiveness of pricing, safety of cargo,
operating environment and regulatory process.
LEADS is loosely based on World Bank’s biannual Logistics
Performance Index (LPI) on which India was ranked 35 among
160 countries in 2016, up from 54 in 2014. It aims to serve
as an indicator of efficiency of logistical services necessary for
promoting exports in particular and economic growth in general.

Bihar banned E-cigarette

B

12 January '18

ihar government has banned
e-cigarette for the purpose of
preventing the misuse of nicotine.
E-cigarette has been banned in Bihar by
providing force to the tobacco control
program.
Bihar is the eighth state in the country to
ban e-cigarette. Earlier, ban was imposed
in Punjab, Maharashtra, Kerala, Karnataka,
Mizoram, Jammu and Kashmir and Uttar
Pradesh.
It has been decided by the Bihar
government that if a person is caught
getting e-cigarette, then he can get a fine of
Rs 5000 along with a three-year sentence.
After this decision of government, online
advertising of e-cigarette has also been
banned.
E-Cigarette side effects:
E-cigarette emissions can damage lung
cells. E-cigarettes are just as damaging as
traditional cigarettes for gums and teeth.
When the vapor of the e-cigarette is burnt,
it releases inflammatory proteins to the cells.
This increases tension in cells, resulting in
various types of mouth diseases. E-cigarettes
also causes cancer.

What is e-cigarette?
E-cigarette or electronic cigarette is a device that looks
like ordinary cigarettes. It has a battery and a cartridge.
Cartridge contains nicotine-containing fluid which gives
warm nicotine-containing steam with the help of a battery.
Background:
Recently Bihar government has banned the e-cigarette
drinkers after the liquor ban. However, this step has
been taken to ban the use of growing nicotine in the
state. The government says that online sales figures have
shown that the use of e-cigarette is being done by the
youth more.E cigarette trends worldwide are increasing
rapidly. E cigarette uses aromatic fluid, which also
contains nicotine at times.

Singapore hosted the 2018 ASEAN-India Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.
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Famous camel Festival organised in Bikaner

T

16 January '18

he famous two-day Bikaner camel festival of Rajasthan was organized
in Bikaner. In this celebration, camels race, attractive hair cutting of
their hair and other amusements are organized. It was organized by the
Tourism Department of Rajasthan Government. Visitors are attracted towards
the remarkable camel activities like camel races and camel dances.
Bikaner camel festival completed its 25 years this year.
Bikaner Camel Festival:
The Bikaner camel festival is an annual fair, dedicated to this
desert ship. This festival is celebrated every year in the month of
January. Bikaner camel festival is one of the most colorful and
vibrant festivals of the state. A dedicated camel festival for camels
starts with a wonderful parade of decorated camels. A camel run
is organised by the locals. For this camel is trained. The camel
decorated with these fresh flowers attracts the audience. Camels
show splendid footwork and dancing in the direction of their drivers brilliantly.
Other camel festivals in Rajasthan:
Pushkar Camel Fair is a famous camel festival among other camel festivals in Rajasthan. It is one of the world's most
famous camel festivals. Tourists from all over the world participate in this festival. Generally it is celebrated between
October and November

Maharashtra becomes the first state to unveil public cloud policy

T

19 January '18

he state of Maharashtra has become the first
state to come up with a public cloud policy,
virtually mandating its departments to shift
their data storage onto the cloud, creating a USD 2
billion opportunity for the industry.
The announcement was made by Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis at the Maharashtra Technology
Summit. Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Minister
said that the state government has unveiled their
public cloud policy that will allow all government
departments to have access to the public cloud.
Significance
•

The public cloud policy is the first by any state.

•

It will result in additional private sector investments as the government is one of the biggest creators and consumers of data.

•

According to estimates, the move will create a USD 2-billion opportunity for the industry.

•

Every single government department uses data storage. Hence, the virtually mandatory cloud policy will now make
data storage more convenient and cheaper in the state.

Background
The Maharashtra state government had formed a four-member committee to draft a policy
framework on cloud usage two months ago, which submitted a policy document that's being
now adopted as the public cloud policy.
The policy is likely to be formally set in motion through a detailed government resolution.
Soon, five to six top cloud service providers such as Amazon or Microsoft will be roped in
for data storage onto the cloud.
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India & Myanmar sign MoU

I

ndia signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Myanmar to develop Rakhine state, the
region from where thousands of Rohingya Muslims
had fled to Bangladesh following a military crackdown,
resulting in one of the world’s biggest refugee crisis.
The agreement was signed by India’s Foreign
Secretary S Jaishankar and Myanmar's Deputy
Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement
U Soe Aung.
According to India’s External Affairs Ministry, the MoU is
the first government to government agreement signed by
the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement of
Myanmar with a cooperation partner focussed on socioeconomic development and livelihood initiatives in the
Rakhine State.

Key Objective
The MoU aims to help the government of Myanmar achieve
its objective of restoring normalcy to the Rakhine region and
enable the safe return of the displaced Rohingya community.
Under the MoU, the Indian government has proposed to
take up, among others, a project to build prefabricated
housing in Rakhine State, so as to meet the immediate
needs of returning people.

Russia to build nuclear power plant in Sudan

R

23 December '17

ussia signed an agreement with Sudan to
build a nuclear power plant in the nation. The
information was shared by Russia’s nuclear
agency Rosatom.
The deal was signed by Rusatom Overseas, a branch of
Rosatom and Sudan's electricity ministry in Khartoum,
the capital city of Sudan. The agreement follows up on
the high-level meeting that took place between Russian
President Vladimir Putin and his Sudanese counterpart
Omar al-Bashir in November 2017.
Significance
The development of nuclear technology will allow
Sudan to deal with its energy security problem.
The agreement also has strategic implications, as it will
determine the nature of relations between Russia and Sudan
for a long time to come. During Vladimir Putin’s visit to
Sudan, the Sudanese President had asked for Russia to

protect Sudan from the ""aggressive acts"" of the United
States. Bashir also expressed his wish to strengthen military
ties with Russia and praised Moscow's military campaign
in Syria.

Uttar Pradesh launched a free household power connection scheme ‘Prakash hai to vikas hai’.
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China launches land exploration
satellite

C

hina launched a land exploration satellite into a
preset orbit for remote sensing operations.

The satellite launch was conducted from the
Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in the Gobi desert,
northwest China's Gansu Province during early morning
hours.
Key Objectives

Long March rocket series

## The satellite will be mainly used for remote sensing exploration of land
resources.

##

A Long March rocket is
a rocket in a family of
expendable launch systems
operated by the People's
Republic of China.

##

The rockets are named after
the Long March of Chinese
communist history.

## It was carried by a long march-2D rocket.
## The launch was the 259th mission of the Long March rocket series.
Background
## China had on 25 November successfully launched remote sensing satellites
designed to conduct electromagnetic probes and other experiments.
## The satellites were launched on a Long March-2C rocket from Xichang
Satellite Launch Centre in southwestern Sichuan province.

Israel passes controversial law limiting police powers

T

he Parliament of Israel
passed a controversial law,
limiting the police's ability to
recommend charges following their
investigations after criticism that
lawmakers were seeking to protect
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
The law will, however, not apply to
current investigations, which means
that graft probes involving Netanyahu
will not be affected. The move was
undertaken after widespread criticism
and large protests against corruption.

Key Highlights
## The Members of the parliament
approved the bill by a close vote
of 59-54, which took place on 27
December following two days of
marathon debate.
## Under the law, the police will
no longer be able to recommend
to the attorney general whether
or not to charge suspects at the
conclusion of an investigation.

## The new law requires the attorney
general to ask for police input.
The changes in the legislation were
brought in by Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu in the beginning of
December 2017 post criticism by
opponents that the law was designed
to help the leader survive the ongoing
corruption investigations against him.
His call came after thousands of people
protested against corruption.

China successfully tests country's first photovoltaic highway

C

28 December '17

hina has successfully tested the roads
with solar panels with the presence of
built-in wireless charging systems for
electric vehicles and other sensors for drones.
The photovoltaic highway is something of next
level which incorporates technologies into roads
for generating solar energy, for lighting, for
improving the operation of autonomous cars, and
for monitoring the condition of the road. China
achieved this feat of having first photovoltaic
highway based on home-grown technology, in
the country's eastern Shandong province.

on top of them, protecting the surface. The solar
panels were designed and constructed to transfer
energy to electric vehicles passing on top of them.
The one-kilometer segment of photovoltaic
highway covers up a surface area of 5,875 square
meters (about 63,238 square feet). The special
section has 3-layers. The top is protective, made
of transparent concrete, and its bottom is an
insulator to avoid moisture from reaching to the
photovoltaic devices in the middle layer.

panels which have a thin sheet of clear concrete

will be connected to China's national power grid.

29 December '17

Photovoltaic highway
France was the
first country to
launch the world's
first
photovoltaic
highway fitted with
solar panels in
2016. After France,
The tested one-kilometer segment of highway can China becomes the
produce 817.2 KW of power and is likely to generate second country to
China’s photovoltaic highway
1 million KW hours of electricity each year.
build a photovoltaic
The photovoltaic highway is built using solar The electricity produced through this highway highway.
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"
S

audi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
introduced the Value Added Tax (VAT) for the
very first time. The move is a first for the Gulf
region, which has long boasted of a tax-free system.
VAT is a five per cent tax that will be levied on most
goods and services to boost revenue. It will be applied
on food, clothes, electronics and gasoline, phone, water
and electricity bills, as well as hotel reservations. Some
services that will be exempted from the tax include
medical treatment, financial services and public transport.
Organisations such as the International Monetary Fund
have long called for Gulf countries to diversify their
sources of income away from oil reserves. In Saudi Arabia,
more than 90 per cent of budget revenues come from the
oil industry while in the UAE it is roughly 80 per cent.
According to the estimated projection by analysts, the
introduction of the taxation system will enable both the
nations to raise as much as $21 billion in the year 2018.

The raised revenue will be utilised by the governments for
infrastructure and developmental works.
Steps already implemented by both nations to boost
government revenue:
Saudi Arabia: The Gulf nation has implemented a tax on
tobacco and soft drinks. It has also introduced a cut in some
subsidies offered to locals.
UAE: The road tolls were hiked and a tourism tax was
introduced.
The other members of the Gulf Cooperation
Council Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman and Qatar have
also committed to introducing VAT, though
some have delayed their plans until 2019.
However, the nations have no plans of introducing the
income tax, which is a tax imposed on individuals or
entities that varies with their respective income or profits.

Trump stops financial aid for Pakistan

S

howing zero tolerance towards terrorism, the US
President issued a tough warning to Pakistan and
said that United States will no longer give any fund
to Pakistan. The statement comes soon after the recent talks
that the Trump administration was considering cutting off
aid to Pakistan.
In this changing scenario the US President Donald Trump
slammed the Pakistan, saying that this South Asian country
has given nothing but the lies and deceit to US. It has
provided safe heaven to terrorists.
US aid to Pakistan
The United States of America started giving economic
support and military aid to Pakistan soon after the country’s
creation in 1947.

Saudi Arabia,
UAE become
first Gulf
nations to
introduce
VAT

01 January '18

In total, the United States obliged nearly $67 billion to
Pakistan from 1951 and 2011.
The levels year to year have expanded and waned for
decades as American geopolitical interests in the region
have shifted. Peaks in aid have followed years of neglect.
There were many times when US halted aid entirely and shut
the doors of the USAID offices. This pattern has rendered
the United States a far cry from a reliable and unwavering
partner to Pakistan over the years.
Pakistan remains one of America’s largest recipients of
foreign assistance, a sign of US's long-term partnership and
commitment.
The US has provided Pakistan more than $33 billion in aid
since 2002.

India’s First Runway on 'Sea Bridge' will be located at Lakshadweep Islands.
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India and Pakistan exchange 27th list of Nuclear Installations

I

ndia and Pakistan exchanged the lists of their nuclear
installations under an agreement that aims to prevent
both sides from attacking such facilities. This is the
twenty-seventh consecutive exchange of such a list between
the two countries.
The exchange was done through diplomatic channels
simultaneously at New Delhi and Islamabad.
The list-exchange comes in the backdrop of a heated
arguments between the two countries over the harassment
and ill-treatment of jailed Indian national Kulbhushan
Jadhav's mother and wife by Pakistan.
Highlights of the Agreement on the Prohibition of Attack
against Nuclear installations
## The Agreement on the Prohibition of Attack against
Nuclear installations between India and Pakistan that
governs the exchange of these lists was signed on 31
December 1988 and came into force on 27 January
1991.

MoU between India and Belgium

T

## It ensures that
both
countries
inform
each
other of nuclear
installations and
facilities that are to
be covered under
the agreement on
the first of January every year.
## As per the agreement, both the countries shall refrain
from undertaking, encouraging or participating in,
directly or indirectly, any action aimed at causing the
damage to any nuclear installation or facility in the
other country.
## The term 'nuclear installation or facility' includes
nuclear power reactors, fuel fabrication, uranium
enrichment, isotopes separation and reprocessing
facilities as well as any other installations with fresh or
irradiated nuclear fuel and materials in any form.
05 January '18

he Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been apprised of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
India and Belgium on Cooperation in the field of
Information Communication Technology and Electronics
(ICT&E). The MoU was signed during the State Visit of
King Philippe of the Belgium to India on November 7,
2017. The MoU intends cooperation between India and
Belgium including sharing of best practices in the area of
ICT&E policy; Digital agenda technology and research
with special
emphasis on developing ICT&E manufacturing and services; e-Governance and e-Public Service Delivery, participation
in conferences, study visits and exchange of experts, cyber security and to resolve issues of data adequacy, market access,
trade and services.
Background:
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) is collaborating with number of countries for fostering
bilateral and multilateral ICT cooperation. ICT, in the present knowledge era, has the potential to play an important role
in fostering economic growth, as well as in other dimensions of economic and social development of a country. MeitY
has entered into India and Belgium enjoy close and friendly ties. Belgium is India's second largest trade partner with
the European Union (EU). Belgium has expertise in the Communication Technology sector especially in the field of
e-Governance and electronic ID card and Tax on web etc. During Prime Minister's visit to Brussels in March 2016 to attend
the EU Summit and bilateral dialogue with Belgium, it was proposed to sign an MOU in IT and Electronics sector between
India and Belgium. Thereafter, Minister for Electronics and Information Technology (ME&IT) had a meeting (on February
7, 2017 in New Delhi) with the delegation led by H.E. Mr. Alexander De Croo, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Development Cooperation, Digital Agenda, Telecom and Postal Services of Belgium on areas of mutual interest. During
the meeting, both sides affirmed their commitment to work together for digital empowerment of people on Digital India
and Digital Belgium.
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Cabinet approves
Agreement between
India and Myanmar on
Land Border Crossing

T

he Union Cabinet chaired by the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
approved the Agreement between
India and Myanmar on Land Border
Crossing. The Agreement will facilitate
regulation and harmonization of already
existing free movement rights for people
ordinarily residing in the border areas of both
countries. It will also facilitate movement of
people on the basis of valid passports and
visas which will enhance economic and
social interaction between the two countries.
The Agreement is an enabling arrangement
for movement of people across IndiaMyanmar border. It is expected to provide
connectivity and enhance interaction
of the people of North Eastern States of
India with the people of Myanmar. The
Agreement would give a boost to the
economy of the North East and allow us
to leverage our geographical connections
with Myanmar to boost trade and people
to people ties.

08 January '18

MoU between India and Canada for
cooperation in the field of Science & Technology

T

he Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has approved a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with Canada
for cooperation in the field of Science
& Technology. The MoU will provide
a mechanism and help to foster
scientific cooperation between R&D
and academic institutions of India and Canada.
Salient features:
## An innovative model of R&D cooperation between India and Canada
will be implemented under a MoU concluded by the Department of
Science and Technology with the Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council (NSERC) of Canada.
## Under this MoU, the India-Canada Centre for Innovative
Multidisciplinary Partnership to Accelerate Community Transformation
and Sustainability (IC-IMPACTS) programme will be supported to
promote India-Canada multidisciplinary research partnerships.
## The R&D projects will be aimed at accelerating social transformation
by providing solutions through application of science and technology.
## Identified areas of mutual cooperation include safe and sustainable
infrastructure and integrated water management. This will help to develop
institutional networking and support the establishment of connections between
scientific organizations, scientists and specialists of India and Canada.

India, Israel sign 9 MoUs

India signed 9 Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs)
with Israel, during the visit of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to India. Netanyahu is the first Israeli
Prime Minister to visit India in the span of the last 15 years
and the second one overall. During the current visit, both
the leaders reviewed the progress in the relations between
the two nations and discussed the new possibilities and
opportunities that needed to be seized. The leaders agreed
to accelerate their engagement and scale up their partnership
in the following three ways:
## First, strengthening the existing pillars of cooperation in
areas that touch the lives of the people living in both nations,
including agriculture, science and technology and security.
## Second, venturing into less explored areas of cooperation,
such as oil and gas, cyber security, films and start-ups.
## Third, committing to facilitate the flow of people and
ideas between India and Israel.
Following is the list of 9 MoUs signed by India and Israel:
1. MoU on Cyber Security Cooperation.
2. MoU between the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural

15 January '18
Gas and the Ministry of Energy on Cooperation inOil
and Gas Sector.
3. Protocol between India and Israel on Amendments to
theAir Transport Agreement.
4. Agreement on Film-co-production between India and Israel.
5. MoU between the Central Council for Research in
Homeopathy, Ministry of AYUSH and the Centre for
Integrative Complementary Medicine, Shaare Zedek
Medical Center on Cooperation in the field of Research
inHomeopathic Medicine.
6. MoU between Indian Institute of Space Science and
Technology (IIST) and the Technion- Israel Institute of
Technology for cooperation in the field of space.
7. Memorandum of Intent between Invest India and Invest
in Israel.
8. Letter of Intent between IOCL and Phinergy Ltd. For
cooperation in the area of metal-air batteries.
9. Letter of Intent between IOCL and Yeda Research and
Development Co Ltd for cooperation in the area of
concentrated solar thermal technologies.

Mumbai got India's first ever AC local train.

MARCH 2018 MICA

41

NEWS BITES

INTERNATIONAL

China to fight pollution with world's largest air purifier

C

17 January '18

hina has constructed an experimental air purifying
tower called the Xian smog tower, which is touted
to be the ‘world’s biggest air purifier’ with a height
of over 100 meters, to combat smog and air pollution.
The tower is undergoing tests by researchers of the Institute
of Earth Environment at the Chinese Academy of Sciences.
It is reported to be having a positive effect on the air quality
in the area.
According to the research head Cao Junji, the quality of
air was recorded to be better after observations were made
over a distance of 10 sq km in the past few months. He also
shared that the tower has resulted in more than 10 million
cubic meters of clean air since the day it was launched.
Impact
The tower has managed to bring down the pollution levels
in Xian from ‘critical’ to ‘moderate’ stage. The system
works through greenhouses covering about half the size of
a soccer field around the base of the tower.

Workings of the Smog Tower
•

However, Cao stated that these results are just preliminary
and more detailed findings will be announced by the
research team in March 2018.

Launched in 2015, the tower was announced to find a
low-cost method to artificially remove pollutants from
the atmosphere.

•

The polluted air is sucked into the glasshouses of the
tower and is then heated up by the solar energy.

•

The hot air then moves through multiple cleaning filters
and helps in reducing the pollution.

•

A full-sized tower would reach 500 metres (1,640 feet)
high with a diameter of 200 metres (656 feet), according
to a patent application the makers filed in 2014.

•

The size of the greenhouses could cover nearly 30 sq
km and will be capable of purifying the air for a smallsized city.

Cao also explained that the tower barely requires any power
input throughout daylight hours.
Background
The air quality in China is reported to be severely poor,
almost equal to a person inhaling the smoke of 21 cigarettes.
The country, as a result, has been struggling with extreme
smog for years now.

UK appoints 'Minister for loneliness'

T

20 January '18

he Prime Minister of United Kingdom, Theresa May announced
the appointment of Sports minister Tracey Crouch as the 		
country’s first ‘Minister for loneliness’.

The move has been made to tackle the isolation felt by more than 			
one in ten people in the UK. In her additional role, Tracey Crouch 			
would be required to develop a strategy to address loneliness in the 			
nation.

Tracey
Crouch

Background
•

According to research, Britain has in fact, a serious problem with loneliness.

•

The government data reveals that a majority of people over the age of 75 live alone and about
200,000 older people have not had a conversation with a friend or relative in more than a month.

•

Research has linked loneliness with dementia, early mortality and high blood pressure.

•

According to the Campaign to End Loneliness, a network tackling the health threat isolation poses to the
elderly, most doctors in Britain see at least 1-5 patients a day, who come mainly because they are lonely.

•

The Jo Cox Commission on Loneliness, in its 2017 report, revealed that more than nine million people in the
country often or always feel lonely.
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IMF and WB release the Financial System
Stability Assessment (FSSA) and Financial
Sector Assessment (FSA)

I

MF and WB released the Financial System Stability Assessment (FSSA)
and Financial Sector Assessment (FSA) respectively on their websites.
FSAP, a joint program of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank (WB involved in developing countries and region only),
undertakes a comprehensive and in-depth analysis of a country’s
financial sector. Since September 2010, it is being undertaken in
25 jurisdictions (now 29), with systemically important financial
sectors, including India, every five years. Last FSAP for India was
conducted in 2011-12 and the report published by IMF on Jan 15,
2013.

The FSAP assessment acknowledges that India has recorded
strong growth in recent years in both economic activity and
financial assets with size of the financial system remaining
broadly stable in terms of GDP at about 136 per cent. Increased
diversification, commercial orientation, and technology-driven inclusion have supported growth in the financial
industry, backed up with improved legal, regulatory, and supervisory frameworks. The FSAP report acknowledges
many efforts by Indian authorities like tackling Non-Performing Assets (NPAs), recent recapitalization measures
for banks and introduction of special resolution regime, formalization of National Pension System (NPS) and
making the pension sector regulator statutory, passing of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code and setting up of
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), to name a few. It appreciates initiatives such as ‘no frills’
account (under Jan DhanYojana), promoting digitization, introduction of unique biometric identification number
(AADHAR), currency exchange initiative etc. It also recognizes the improved inter-agency co-operation
since the establishment of Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC), supported by its SubCommittee and four technical groups and progress in setting up of Financial Data Management Centre (FDMC).
FSAP assessment acknowledges that RBI has made substantial progress in strengthening banking supervision by
introduction of risk-based supervision in 2013 through a comprehensive and forward-looking Supervisory Program for
Assessment of Risk and Capital (SPARC), domestic and cross-border cooperation arrangements, Asset Quality Review
(AQR) and the strengthening of regulations in 2015 leading to improved distressed asset recognition, to name a few.
The stress tests conducted by IMF FSAP experts covered the 15 largest banks, including 12 public sector banks
(PSBs) which account for 71 per cent of the banking sector assets. The FSSA and FSA note that the largest banks
appear sufficiently capitalized and profitable to withstand a deterioration in economic conditions.

Abhay is appointed as the Director General of Narcotics Control Bureau.
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India-Switzerland ink agreement automatic sharing of tax-related
information
23 December '17

I

ndia has signed agreement with Switzerland for
automatic sharing of tax-related information from
January 1, 2018 with an aim to combat black money.
Prior to it, India had to ask Switzerland for specific bits
of information against the Indian account holder in Swiss
banks. But due to its earlier secretive laws it could delay or
deny information altogether.
Background

secretive banking laws and signing of mutual agreement
between India and Switzerland. Both countries in November
2017 had signed a joint declaration for the implementation of
Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI). It provided that
both countries will start collecting data in accordance with
global standards in 2018 and exchange it from 2019 onwards.
The AEOI conforms to norm set by Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) for tax transparency.

Switzerland always has been at centre of debate on
black money allegedly stashed by Indians abroad. It is
infamously known for very strong secrecy walls around
its banking practices till few years ago. In recent past,
huge global pressure has resulted in Switzerland relenting
on tough secrecy clauses its local laws gave to banks.
The signing of agreement comes after completion of
parliamentary procedure in Switzerland for changing domestic

Under the automatic information exchange framework,
confidentiality and data protection requirements is to be
strictly followed. This process will ensure that signatory
always maintains control over its exchange partners and
treatment of data exchanged as per OECD norms. The
automatic exchange of information will discourage Indians
from stashing black money in Swiss banks.

Significance

Maharashtra tops in GST collection in first five months

M

aharashtra and Uttar Pradesh
are top contributors among
states and Union Territories
in the first five months since the rollout
of the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
regime in July 1, 2017. The data was
revealed by Minister of State (MoS)
for Finance Shiv Pratap Shukla in
reply to a question in Lok Sabha.
Key Facts
State GST (SGST) collections:
Maharashtra tops SGST collections with

Rs 18,701 crore. Tamil Nadu is at the
second spot with Rs 8,739 crore collection
followed by Karnataka and Gujarat with
SGST collections of Rs 7,736 crore and
Rs 7,375 crore, respectively.
Cess Collection: Maharashtra garnered
Rs 3,702 crore and Uttar Pradesh
collected Rs 3,549 crore through
cess levied on sin and luxury goods.
Karnataka ranks third with cess
collection of Rs 3,110 crore, followed
by Chhattisgarh that raised Rs 2,288

25 December '17

crore as cess. The Central Government
has garnered Rs 30,224 crore as cess
from July November 2017 period.
Total Collection: In July November
2017 period, government has garnered
Rs 30,224 crore as cess. about Rs
59,048 crore as Central GST (CGST)
and Rs 87,888 crore as SGST.
Integrated GST (IGST): Rs 1.91 lakh
crore has been collected as IGST. Out
of the total IGST collection, Rs 90,038
crore has been collected through
imports.

BND-4201: India’s first home-grown high purity gold reference
25 December '17
standard launched

I

ndia Government Mint (IGM), a unit
of Security Printing and Minting
Corp of India Ltd has launched
India’s first home-grown high purity
gold reference standard –Bharatiya
Nirdeshak Dravya (BND-4201). The
BND-4201 is reference material for
gold of ‘9999’ fineness (gold that is
99.99% pure with impurities of only
100 parts-per-million). It will be
beneficial to the consumers and public
at large to ensure purity of gold.

Atomic Research Centre (BARC)
— Council of Scientific & Industrial
Research-National Physical Laboratory
(New Delhi) and National Centre for
Compositional Characterisation of
Materials (Hyderabad).

Key Facts

Significance

BND-4201, the high purity gold reference
standard has been developed through
collaboration between IGM, Bhabha

India despites being second largest
markets for gold after China, goldsmiths
in the country were depended on
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The gold reference standard is
indispensable in gold and jewellery hall
marking. This reference will also be
useful for Collection and Purity Testing
Centres to certify purity of gold deposits
under gold monetization scheme.

imported reference gold bars (mostly
imported was sourced from Canada and
Switzerland) to check purity of their
biscuits, coins and jewellery. BND4201 standard reference material will
help to minimise dependency on foreign
countries and add to Make in India
campaign, saving foreign exchange.
The BND-4201 standard gold bar are
25% cheaper than the imported version.
It will also help jewellers to move
towards more instrumental methods
rather than conventional fire assay
methods for testing purity of gold, which
time consuming and non-environment
friendly as poisonous gases are released.

India and Afghanistan jointly launched the second air cargo route linking Kabul with Mumbai.

ECONOMY

T

26 December '17
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he Government of India,
the Government of Tamil
Nadu and the World Bank
signed a $318 million loan agreement
for the Tamil Nadu Irrigated Agriculture
Modernization Project to promote climate
resilient agriculture technologies, improve
water management practices, and increase
market opportunities for small and marginal
farmers. About 500,000 farmers, of which a
majority are small and marginal, are expected to
benefit from improved and modernized tank irrigation
systems. The project will rehabilitate and modernize about
4,800 irrigation tanks and 477 check dams, spread across 66
sub-basins, in delivering bulk water to irrigation systems.
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Paddy is the dominant crop occupying 34 percent of total cropped
areas, whereas fruits and vegetables are grown on 11 percent
and pulses and oilseeds on 14 percent of total cropped areas.
By helping farmers’ access modern technologies, linking
them to markets, and providing postharvest management
support, the project will enable farmers to shift from
a mono crop paddy system to mixed cropping
including high-value crops (fruits, vegetables, and
spices), pulses, oilseeds, and millets.

To enhance the ability of crops to withstand expected adverse impacts of climate change, the project will support smallholder
producers adopt new conservation technologies such as the System of Rice Intensification (SRI) and Sustainable Sugar
Initiative (SSI). They reduce average water usage by 35 percent and increase yields by 22 percent per ha. The project is
expected to increase the yield of rice, maize, and pulses by 18–20 percent. The project will also coordinate with other
World Bank-supported projects in Tamil Nadu and at the national level, including the Tamil Nadu Rural Transformation
Project, National Hydrology Project, and National Groundwater Improvement Project to ensure synergy and enhance longterm project impact. The $318 million loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) has
a 5-year grace period, and a maturity of 19 years.
Tamil Nadu, being a water-stressed state, continues to experience water shortages which are expected to further exacerbate
in the future. Rehabilitating and modernizing irrigation tanks will improve the reliability and availability of irrigation water
for farming communities, making them less prone to climatic hazards. More than 160,000 ha of currently partially irrigated
lands will come into full irrigation under this project,”said Sameer Kumar Khare, Joint Secretary, Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Finance.

Udyami Mitra Portal

T

he Small Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBI) has launched ‘Udyami Mitra’ portal (www.
udyamimitra.in) to improve accessibility of Credit
for the MSMEs.
Under the portal entrepreneurs can apply for loan without
physically visiting bank branches. It also has facility for
uploading all necessary documents.
Through the portal the MSMEs can seek
handholding support for getting finance. They
can also select and apply for preferred banks.
Through the portal, the MSMEs can select from over 1
lakh bank branches, track their application status and avail
multiple loan benefits.

27 December '17
According
to
industry
body
FOSMI,
the
Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has
also advised the banks to sensitize their bank branches
about adopting ‘Udyami Portal’ for centralized processing
and surveillance of loan application from MSMEs.
As the portal in an appreciable initiative by the Banks
and the Government to bring transparency in processing
of loans, MSME fraternity should start trying the portal
for submission of loan applications and follow up the
processing.

Delhi HC passed a ruling stating that no one has the right to use government land as a burial ground.
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Government notifies terms of Electoral Bonds

T

o cleanse the system of political funding in the country, the Government of India notified the Scheme of Electoral
Bonds. With the issuance of electoral bonds, the donors can purchase electoral bonds from specific State Bank
of India (SBI) branches, and receiving political parties can encash them only through a designated bank account.
The electoral bonds are considered as an alternative to cash donations made to political parties, will be available at specified
SBI branches for 10 days each in the months of January, April, July and October.

What is Electoral Bond?
It is a transparent tool to donate to a political party. The donor can purchase these bonds
by making payments digitally or through cheque. Then, the political party for whom
the donor has donated can convert these bonds back into cash via their bank accounts.
The bank account used for this transaction must be notified to the Election Commission.
Key highlights of the Scheme of Electoral bonds
The Electoral Bond shall be a bearer instrument in the nature of a Promissory Note (P-notes) and an interest-free banking
instrument. Any citizen of India or a body incorporated in India would be entitled to buy the bond. Electoral Bonds would
be issued in multiples of Rs.1000, Rs.10000, Rs.100000, Rs.1000000 and Rs.1,00,00,000 and can be purchased for any
value from this multiple, from the Specified Branches of the State Bank of India (SBI). The buyers of the Electoral Bond
can do so only if they fulfill all the KYC norms. The Electoral bonds will not carry the name of payee or buyer. The
Electoral bonds would have a life of only 15 days during which it can be used for making a donation to the political parties.
Only those political party would be eligible to receive the electoral bonds who are registered under section 29A of the
Representation of the Peoples Act, 1951 (43 of 1951) and secured not less than 1% of the votes polled in the last general
election to the House of the People or a Legislative Assembly. The Electoral Bond Scheme shall be available to buy for a
period of 10 days each in the months of January, April, July and October.
03 January '18

CCEA approves mandatory packaging of food grains in Jute Materials

T

he Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
approved mandatory packaging of
food grains and sugar in the jute material
for the Jute Year 2017-18. The Jute Year
2017-18 period is from 1 July 2017 to
30 June 2018. The above decision of the
Cabinet is aimed at sustaining the core
demand for the jute sector and supporting
the livelihood of the workers and farmers
dependent on the sector.
Mandatory packaging of food grains
in Jute Materials
## CCEA approved the mandatory
packaging norms under the Jute
Packaging Material (JPM) Act,
1987.
## The approval mandates that 90 per
cent of the food grains and 20 per
cent of the sugar products shall be
mandatorily packed in jute bags.
## It's provision for 100 per cent
packing of food grains in jute
bags is subjected to the ability of
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the jute industry
to
meet
the
requirement.
## The decision will
benefit farmers
and
workers
located in the
Eastern and North
Eastern regions
of the country
in West Bengal,
Bihar, Odisha, Assam, Andhra
Pradesh, Meghalaya and Tripura.

Indian Jute industry
Indian Jute industry is largely dependent on Government which
purchases jute products costing more than Rs 5500 crore every
year. Considering that nearly 3.7 lakh workers and approximately
40 lakh farmers are dependent for their livelihood on the
jute sectors, the government has been making efforts for the
development of jute sector. With a view to boost demand in the
jute sector, Government has imposed Definitive Anti Dumping
Duty on import of jute goods from Bangladesh and Nepal.
India recently test-fired AAD Supersonic Interceptor Missile.

ECONOMY
GOI launches 7.75% Savings (Taxable) Bonds, 2018

T

he Government of India has launched of 7.75%
Savings (Taxable) Bonds, 2018 scheme to
enable resident citizens/HUF to invest in a
taxable bond, without any monetary ceiling. This new
saving scheme will commenced on 10th January 2018.
Earlier, the finance ministry said that the subscription of 8%
government savings (taxable) bonds 2003, will be closed
with effect from 2nd January 2018.
The government had started the 8% government savings
(taxable) bonds in 2003 to persuade retail investors to invest.
The bond had 6 years of fixed tenure and there was no upper
limit for investment. The decision to discontinue the bond
taken in the backdrop of declining interest rate in other
saving instruments, especially the Post Office small saving
schemes.
Key facts of Bonds
1.

All the resident citizens, individuals (including Joint
Holdings) and Hindu Undivided Families HUF) are

04 January '18

eligible to invest in this bond. NRIs are not eligible for
making investments in these bonds. It will be exempted
from Wealth-tax.
2.

However, interest on the Bonds will be taxable under
the IT Act, 1961 as applicable according to the relevant
tax status of the bondholder.

3.

The Bonds will be issued at par i.e. at Rs.100.00.
It will be issued for a minimum amount of
Rs.1,000/- (face value) and in the multiples of it.
There will be no maximum limit for investment
in the Bonds.

4.

The Bonds will have a maturity of 7 years carrying
interest at 7.75% per annum. The interest will be
payable at half- yearly. The bonds cannot be transferred
and hence not transferable.

5.

The bonds are not eligible as collateral for loans from
banking institutions, NBFCs and FIs.

05 January '18

RBI introduces Rs 10 banknote

T

he Reserve Bank of India (RBI) introduced the
Rs 10 denomination banknotes in the Mahatma
Gandhi (New) Series, bearing signature of
Governor Urjit R. Patel.
However, all the banknotes in the denomination of Rs
10, issued by the Reserve Bank in the earlier series, will
continue to be legal tender.
The new denomination has motif of Sun Temple, Konark
on the reverse, depicting the country's cultural heritage. The
base colour of the note is Chocolate Brown. The dimension
of the banknote will be 63 mm x 123 mm.
Features of Obverse (Front) side
## Denominational numeral 10 in Devnagari

## Mahatma Gandhi portrait and electrotype (10)
watermarks

## Portrait of Mahatma Gandhi at the centre

## Number panel with numerals growing from small to
big on the top left side and bottom right side.

## Micro letters 'RBI', ‘Hkkjr', ‘INDIA' and '10'

Features of Reverse (Back) side

## Windowed demetalised security thread with inscriptions
'Hkkjr' and RBI

## Year of printing of the note on the left

## Guarantee Clause, Governor's signature with Promise
Clause and RBI emblem towards right of Mahatma
Gandhi portrait

## Language panel

## Ashoka Pillar emblem on the right

## Swachh Bharat logo with slogan
## Motif of Sun Temple, Konark
## Denominational numeral 10 in Devnagari

The 78th session of Indian History Congress was inaugurated in Kolkata.
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RBI has initiated prompt corrective action against Allahabad Bank

R

eserve Bank of India has initiated 'prompt corrective action' (PCA) against Allahabad Bank over its high bad loans.
High net non-performing assets (NPA) and a negative return on assets (ROA) for two years in a row have prompted
the action.This would help improve its risk management, asset quality and profits.

The central bank has so far ordered corrective action against about 10 lenders, mostly due to their high bad loan ratios.
Depending on the risk thresholds set in the Reserve Bank of India corrective action rules, lenders can be asked by the
regulator to restrict branch expansion and make higher provisions on sour loans, among other curbs.
Last month, RBI had placed Bank of India under the PCA framework, following an on-site inspection under the Risk Based
Supervision Model carried out for year ended March 2017, and the report issued thereof.
The central bank has also initiated additional actions under Prompt Corrective Action framework for United Bank of India
in view of high net non-performing assets, low leverage ratio and the need to raise capital. The actions are based on the
assessment of the bank’s position as on March 31, 2017.

Andhra Pradesh Grameena Vikas Bank (APGVB) has Introduced
06 January '18
Desktop ATM in Rural India

M

ove over independent ATMs, security and queues,
here comes a desktopATM, and that too in rural India.
In a trendy initiative, the Andhra Pradesh
Grameena Vikas Bank (APGVB) has operationalised it’s
first desktop ATM at Kasibugga in Mandi Bazar of Warangal
in Telangana. The mini ATM, within the branch premises,
will facilitate customers to withdraw small amounts. At
the same time regular bank account holders can withdraw
money and do other banking activities. The model will
be scaled up to 100 in the near future, said Narasi Reddy,
Chairman. With these ATMs, there is neither the need for
separate ATM kiosks nor security for the same. It’s another
IT initiative of the bank, which is the largest regional rural
bank (RRB) sponsored by SBI.

The initiative was launched on pilot basis. Plans are afoot to
install 100 more desktop ATMs in different busy branches.
Sixty of these will be in Telangana and 40 in Andhra
Pradesh. It can be installed in the lobby or any business
establishment, Reddy said.
The ATM is designed to work in harsh climatic conditions
and with minimum power requirements. It can dispense
small denomination notes and cater to small cash needs of
rural customers, who can activate and use their Rupay ATM
debit cards. Initially, the APGVB branches in Nalgonda and
Patancheru in Telangana and Kancherpalem and Srikakulam
in Andhra Pradesh will be equipped with these ATMs.

09 January '18

Paytm Payments Bank has partnered with IndusInd Bank for fixed
deposit facility

P

aytm Payments Bank has now partnered with Induslnd Bank to introduce
a facility that creates a fixed deposit. As per the official statement, Paytm
Payments Bank customers will be able to redeem their deposits instantly,
without paying any pre-closure or miscellaneous charges and can earn up to 6.85%
annual interest. Launched on November 23, 2017, Paytm Payments Bank has zero
charges on all online transactions and no minimum balance requirement. The bank
also offers free personalised RuPay digital debit card.
The bank had recently unveiled ‘Paytm Ka ATM’ outlets that allow customers
to open saving accounts and deposit/withdraw money. These specially branded
outlets will play a key role in enhancing access to banking services in smaller
cities and towns by ensuring that customers find it easy-to-locate access points
near them.
In January 2017, before Paytm Payments Bank, Bharti Airtel had launched India’s first digital bank named Airtel Payments
Bank. However, the bank has been temporarily banned from conducting eKYC of customers using Aadhaar on the basis
of allegations that the telecom major was using Aadhaar-based SIM verification of customers to open payments bank
accounts without their “informed consent”.
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Sumita Misra appointed as Joint Secretary in Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council.

ECONOMY
15 January '18

India to regain top spot with GDP pegged at 7.3% in 2018-19: World Bank

A

ccording to the 2018 Global
Economics Prospect released
by the World Bank, India's
growth rate is projected to be 7.3
percent in 2018 and 7.5 for the next
two years.

Services Tax (GST), the report reduced
the growth estimate for 2017-18 by
0.1% from its June 2017 projection.
However, it raised the growth forecast
for 2018-19 by 0.1% from the June
figure.

in coming days. It also said that
India will gain from recent reforms
including the demonetisation, and the
‘Make in India’ initiative. And these
steps have helped improve the ease of
doing business.

The Union Cabinet approved 100 per
cent foreign investment in single brand
retail trading (SBRT) and construction
development.

The report forecasted India’s GDP
growth of 7.5% in 2019-20 and
2020-21.

The World Bank estimated for China’s
economic growth for 2017 at 6.8%
and forecasted 6.4 % increase in 2018.
In its report, the World Bank said that
the world economy is recovering from
the financial crisis that hit the world in
2011. And as per it, 2018 is the first
year since the financial crisis which
is on track to operate with near full
capacity.

The report further stated that the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) growth is
expected to raise at 7.3% in 2018-19,
and with this growth, India is set to
regain the top spot in world's fastestgrowing economies.
World Bank’s Global Economic
Prospects report
Because of the disruptions occurred
in the economy from the Goods and

The World Bank outlined the
benefits from GST in the medium
run and said that GST is expected to
benefit economic activity and fiscal
sustainability by reducing the cost
of complying with multiple state tax
systems, drawing informal activity
into the formal sector, and expanding
the tax base.
As per the report, India’s global trade
recovery is expected to lift exports

Recently, India’s Statistics and
Programme Implementation ministry
have reported that India's GDP
will grow by only 6.5% in 2017-18
compared to 7.1% in 2016-17.

MoU between Department of Commerce and CII

T

18 January '18

he Government has recently entrusted the task of
integrated development of Logistics sector in the
country to the Department of Commerce. To fulfil
this a MoU is signed between Department of Commerce
and Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for setting-up
an institutional mechanism for the development of Logistics
sector in the country. The Government has decided to
reduce the Logistics cost in the country from the present
14% of GDP to less than 10% by 2022. On this occasion the
Minister congratulated Logistics division of DoC and CII
for this initiative and urged them to work together for taking
Logistics sector to global levels both in terms of efficiency
and cost.
Work has also been initiated on an integrated Logistics portal that will be a transactional e-marketplace connecting buyers
with logistics service providers with all the Government agencies such as Customs, PGAs, Port Community Systems, Sea
and Air Port terminals, Shipping lines, Railways etc. In order to establish linkages with the Government agencies, industry
and academia, for developing a detailed action plan, Logistics division has planned to enter into formal partnership with
all the stakeholders.
The following is the road map:
## To establish Logistics Working group with representatives from DoC and Industry to examine issues related to logistics
and recommend solutions
## To foster focused engagement with the industry
## To collaborate with the concerned agencies including state Govts and other related agencies
## To undertake mutually agreed focused studies on logistics
## To promote Govt’s policies on logistics
Israel’s parliament passed a law limiting the powers of its police.
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Burning Topics of the Month
Golfer Shiv Kapur won
the title of the Royal Cup
trophy

Viswanathan Anand win
the World Rapid Chess
Championship

Sathiyan becomes India's
highest-ranked player in
latest ITTF rankings

& Many More...
21 December '17

ICC Women's ODI Team of the Year

I

ndia captain Mithali Raj was named in the ICC Women’s ODI Team of the Year
while left-arm spinner Ekta Bisht was the lone cricketer to find a place in both
the ODI and T20 teams of the year announced by the world body. Besides the
duo, Moga girl Harmanpreet Kaur has found a place in the ICC Women’s T20I
Team of the Year.
ICC announced the women’s ODI and T20I teams of the year with England’s
Heather Knight named as the captain of the 50-overs side and Stafanie
Taylor of West Indies appointed skipper of the 20-overs side. The teams
were selected taking into consideration players’ performances from
September 21, 2016 to date.
Bisht, 31, from Uttarakhand is ranked 14th in the ODIs and 12th in
the T20Is. She took 34 wickets in 19 matches and 11 wickets in
7 T20Is in the period under consideration.

Manu Bhaker bagged a gold
medal National Shooting
Championship Competitions

24 December '17

H

aryana's pistol shooter Manu Bhaker bagged his ninth gold medal by
winning the junior mixed team event at the 61st National Shooting
Championship Competitions here. Manu teamed up with Abhishek Arya
to clinch the junior mixed team air pistol event as she bagged nine gold
medals over two days in women's pistol events. She swept the women's
10M air pistol events, including the women's 10m air pistol, where she
beat Olympian and India international Heena Sidhu with a new national
record score in the finals.

Manu also won the junior women's 10m air pistol, the junior women's civilian
air pistol as well as the youth women's air pistol individual gold medals along
with the team gold in these events.
Anish Bhanwala of Haryana was the other star over the weekend at the Nationals,
as he clinched four gold medals in the men's 25m centre fire pistol events to
make it a total of seven gold so far.
A total of 4800 men and women shooters from across the country are participating
in the 61st NSCC, including 200 wild card entries.
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Former football superstar, George Weah won the presidential elections of Liberia.

SPORTS
Indian boxers wins at the Galym Zharylgapov Boxing
25 December '17
Tournament

I

ndian boxers dominated the ring at the Galym Zharylgapov Boxing Tournament
in Karaganda, Kazakhstan, claiming three gold, a silver, and a bronze medal at
the event.

Three-time King's Cup gold-medallist and a reigning national champion from
the Railways K Shyam Kumar (49kg), world youth championships' bronzemedallist Naman Tanwar (91 kg) and Asian Games bronze-medallist Satish
Kumar (+91 kg) claimed gold medals.
19-year-old Tanwar, was also wins the best boxer of the tournament
The silver medal was claimed by national champion Manish Kaushik (60 kg).
Commonwealth Games silver-medallist Mandeep Jangra, competing in
his maiden international tournament in the middleweight (75 kg) category
had to be content with a bronze medal after going down in the semifinals.
Jangra is also the reigning national champion in this weight category.
The season-ending tournament featured five international and 15 local
teams, adding up to 154 boxers in all.

29 December '17

Viswanathan Anand win the World
Rapid Chess Championship

V

iswanathan Anand defeated Russia's Vladimir
Fedoseev to win the World Rapid Chess Championship
title Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.India’s ace chess player
Viswanathan Anand, won the World Rapid Chess tournament
title in Saudi Arabia by beating Russia’s Vladimir Fedoseev 2-0
in a two-game tie-break. The Indian master remained unbeaten
throughout the tournament and also beat World Champion
Magnus Carlsen in the ninth round to settle some old debts – avenging 2013’s World Championship loss to be precise.
In another event, Viswanathan Anand clinched a bronze medal at the World Blitz Chess Championship. He suffered
a loss at the hands of Ian Nepomniachtchi of Russia.

Golfer Shiv Kapur won the title of the Royal Cup trophy

S

hiv Kapur has won his third Asian Tour title in 2017 at the US$500,000
Royal Cup after he closed the tournament with a four-under-par 67
to finish 14-under-par 270. Gaganjeet Bhullar of India carded a 66 to
cement third place. Thai legend Prayad Marksaeng and Chinese Taipei’s Chan
Shih-chang, who won on the same golf course last year, shared fourth place.

31 December '17

Key facts:
## Shiv Kapur is the only golfer to win three Asian Tour tournaments this
year. In fact, he is the only golfer to win multiple Asian Tour titles in 2017.
He won at the Yeangder Heritage, Panasonic Open India and the Royal
Cup.
## Prom Meesawat has finished top-10 twice in his last three tournaments. He was ninth at the Asian Golf Championship
in China and second at the Royal Cup in Thailand.
## Gaganjeet Bhullar, India’s number one amateur in 2004 and 2006, claimed a silver medal in the team event at the 2006
Asian Games in Doha. He has won a tournament in Thailand before, at the 2010 Asian Tour International.
The association of Indian Football Coaches has been launched in Mumbai.
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Colin Munro became the first
batsman to hit three hundreds
in T20 international matches

C

olin Munro became the first batsman to score
three hundreds in T20 internationals. The
left-handed New Zealand opener achieved
this feat by making 104 off 53 balls with three fours
and 10 sixes in the third and final T20 match against
West Indies at Mount Maunganui. It was Colin
Munro’s second century at this venue.
Salient features of Colin Munro’s century:
1. Colin Munro also recorded the fastest century for
New Zealand in twenty20 Internationals by reaching
100 runs off 47 balls. It was joint sixth fastest century
in this form of cricket.
2. Colin Munro became New Zealand’s second and
seventh player on eighth occasion to hit 10 or more
sixes in an innings. West Indian Chris Gayle is the
only batsman to achieve this feat twice.

04 January '18

Sathiyan becomes India's highest-ranked
player in latest ITTF rankings

G

Sathiyan has become India's highest- ranked player in
the latest International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF)
rankings. He surpassed his compatriot the legendary
Sharath Kamal.
Sathiyan, who was nowhere near the top-100 bracket until a few
months ago, is the top ranking Indian currently at world No. 49,
pushing Kamal who is at 51 to the second spot. Both these players
are followed by Soumyajit Ghosh at rank 58, Harmeet Desai at 60,
Sanil Shetty at 68 and Anthony Amalraj at 87.
In the women’s rankings list, Manika Batra is the top-ranked Indian
woman at rank 62, while Mouma Das is at rank 74 and Madhurika
Patkar is at 81.
The ITTF rankings have undergone a change after the new
system was approved in September 2017. The new simplified and
comprehensive system provides for a more dynamic world ranking
based on the player’s performance and results during the entire
year.

A

anchal Thakur, a 21-year-old from
Himachal Pradesh, created history
as she became the first Indian to win
an international medal in skiing. Aanchal
clinched bronze at the Alpine Ejder 3200
Cup in Turkey.

09 January '18

The event is organised by the International
Ski Federation (FIS) — skiing's international
governing body — at the Palandoken Ski
Centre in Erzurum. Aanchal won the medal
in the slalom race category.

Aanchal Thakur has won the
Bronze Medal in the Alpine Ejder
3200 Cup
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Aanchal is a resident of Burua, a small
village in Manali and is the daughter of
Roshan Thakur, the secretary general of
the Winter Games Federation of India.
She picked up the sport from her father,
before working with former Olympian
Heera Lal.

Imphal will host the Indian Science Congress 2018.

SPORTS
13 January '18

China's National Marathon Champion and Olympian Wang Jiali

C

hina's national marathon champion and Olympian Wang Jiali has been
banned for eight years after failing a drugs test, her second violation, the
Chinese Athletics Association (CAA) said.

The 31-year-old, who won gold at the 2017 National Games, tested positive
for the banned blood booster EPO during out-of-competition testing in
August and her career now appears over.
The CAA also fined Wang 40,000 yuan ($6,000) and banned her coach
Lyu Qiang for life.
Wang -- who came 57th in the marathon at the 2012 London
Olympics -- was banned for two years in 2013 for a previous
violation, the state-run Xinhua news agency said.
Separately, China's Anti-Doping Agency (CHINADA) said it
uncovered 77 violations last year, calling it proof that the country
is stamping down on drugs cheats ahead of next month's Winter Olympics in South Korea.
China also banned speed skater Shi Xiaoxuan for two years for failing a drugs test, the second such case to hit the national
team in quick succession.

Indian Captain Virat Kohli was named the ICC Men’s Cricketer of the
18 January '18
Year

I

ndian Captain Virat Kohli was named the ICC Men’s Cricketer of the Year at
the ICC annual awards, which were announced in Dubai.

The award is courtesy the 29-year-old’s splendid form during the
qualification period, which was from September 2016 till the end of 2017,
when he knocked up a total of 2203 runs including 8 centuries in tests,
1818 runs with 7 centuries in ODIs and 299 runs in T20 Internationals.
This is the second time that Kohli has won the award, his first being
in 2012. It is also the second time in succession that an Indian has
won the overall cricketer of the year award. Spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin had claimed the honour in 2016.
Kohli also led India to the top of the world’s test rankings during
the period and was the recipient of the Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy,
which is considered as cricket's ultimate individual award.
Besides this, Kohli also won the ICC Men’s ODI Cricketer of the Year award. This is the first instance since 2013 that the
award has been won by a non-South African. While Quinton de Kock received the award in 2016, AB de Villiers won it
in 2014 and 2015.
Kohli was also named the captain of the ICC Test and ODI teams of the year.
The ICC Test Cricketer of the Year award went to Australian captain Steve Smith, who had scored 1875 runs in 16 matches
at an average of 78.12, with eight hundreds and five 50s during the qualification period.
Following is the full list of ICC awards:
Test team of the year: Dean Elgar, David Warner, Virat Kohli (captain), Steven Smith, Cheteshwar Pujara, Ben Stokes,
Quinton de Kock (wicketkeeper), Ravichandran Ashwin, Mitchell Starc, Kagiso Rabada, James Anderson
ODI team of the year: David Warner, Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli (captain), Babar Azam, AB de Villiers, Quinton de Kock
(wicketkeeper), Ben Stokes, Trent Boult, Hasan Ali, Rashid Khan, Jasprit Bumrah

KS Chitra awarded with the Harivarasanam Award 2017.

MARCH 2018 MICA

53

NEWS BITES

SCIENCE

Burning Topics of the Month
Environment Ministry
Launches a Regional
Project to Tackle Stubble
Burning

New species of blind
fish discovered in
Meghalaya

WHO will add gaming
disorder to the category
of mental illness

& Many More...
21 December '17

S

cientists have discovered a new frog species in the fast
flowing streams in Arunachal Pradesh's Lower Subansiri
district. The new species has been named after the state
Arunachal Pradesh as Odorrana arunachalensis.

New frog
species
Odorrana
Arunachalensis

The new species discovered from Talle Valley Wildlife Sanctuary
(WLS) is one of the five discovered in India in the recent times
and the 59th in the world. There are over 50 species of frogs
belonging to the genus Odorrana.
The discovery of the new frog species was published in the
Journal of Biosciences, the science journal of Arunachal Pradeshbased Rajiv Gandhi University journal.
Frog species Odorrana Arunachalensis

## Odorrana (commonly known as the odorous frog) is a genus of true frogs (Ranidae) from East Asia and surrounding
regions including India.
## It is a medium-sized green frog adapted for a life in torrential waters of Arunachal Pradesh.
## The presence of a black band-like mark between the eyes is a distinguishing character of the Odorrana arunachalensis that
separates it from all the other frog species of this genus.
## This new species dwells in moss and fern covered rocky section along the hill streams in mixed wet tropical forest type.
## The Odorrana Arunachalensis species is majorly sighted during the wet season from April to September. They are not
seen in the dry seasons.
## Currently, they are being sighted within and outskirts of the Talley Valley WLS but are expected to be found in a wider
range due to the availability of similar habitats of this species in other parts of the state.
## This new species was discovered by a team of scientists from the Zoological Survey of India led by Bhaskar Saikia,
Bikramjit Sinha and Ilona Jacinta Kharkongor.
22 December '17

CMFRI to use satellite data for spatial mapping of marine resources

T

he Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) is to utilise the satellite data for a spatial mapping of marine
fisheries and mangrove resources in the countrySpatial mapping of marine resources will help easily locate the fishing
areas, navigation channels and protected areas distinctively in the open sea waters, he said, while speaking at the
valedictory of the Winter School to train young researchers in using satellite remote sensing data.
CMFRI has already launched a research project to analyse the productivity of the sea waters utilising the satellite data. The
study is aimed at correlating the data on the presence of chlorophyll in the water bodies collected physically with the data
generated from the satellites. Also, the Institute has inked a pact with the National Remote Sensing Centre, Hyderabad, to
conduct a collaborative study to assess the blue carbon emissions and its sequestration. The remote sensing data would also
be used be for locating suitable sites for cage fish farming in sea waters.
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Tamil Nadu hosted the 171st Araadhanai Music Festival.

SCIENCE
Environment Ministry Launches a Regional Project to Tackle Stubble
28 December '17
Burning

I

n another significant step to combat climate change, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has
approved a regional project on ‘Climate Resilience Building among Farmers through Crop Residue Management’
under the National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC). The project was approved at the meeting of the
National Steering Committee on Climate Change, held here today, under the chairmanship of Secretary, Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri C.K Mishra. The first phase of the project has
been approved at a cost of approximately Rs. 100 Crore for the States of Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. The project will leverage
approximately three times the approved amount with contribution
from the States as well as farmers.
The project not only aims to mitigate climate change impacts
and enhance adaptive capacity, but will also counter the adverse
environmental impacts that arise from burning. The project will
be implemented following a phased approach. Initially, awareness
generation and capacity building activities will be undertaken to
encourage farmers to adopt alternate practices which would also help
diversify livelihood options and enhance farmer’s income. A slew of
technological interventions will be undertaken for timely management
of crop residue in addition to effective utilisation of existing machineries.
Implementable
and sustainable entrepreneurship models will be created in rural areas
through upscaling successful
initiatives and innovative ideas. “Based upon the performance in the first phase, the scope could be enhanced and more activities
can be supported subsequently”, said Secretary, MoEFCC, Shri. C.K Mishra. Projects from Nagaland, Jharkhand and Uttar
Pradesh were also approved in the meeting. Despite limited budgetary provision, NAFCC has so far approved 27 innovative
projects, covering vulnerable sectors like agriculture, animal husbandry, water, forestry among others, since its launch in 2015.
The problem of crop residue burning has been intensifying over the years, with Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh being the
major burning hotspots. Increased mechanization, declining number of livestock, long period required for composting
and no economically viable alternate use of residues are some of the reasons for residues being burnt in field. This
not only has implications for global warming, but also has an adverse impact on air quality, soil health and human health.

12-point draft plan formulated to combat air pollution

T

he high-level task force headed
by Nripendra Misra, principal
secretary to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has formulated the 12
point draft ‘Air Action Plan-Abatement
of Air Pollution in the Delhi NCR’ and
has asked for feedbacks in fifteen days
to make it more "effective and practical".
Synchronized and harmonious action
to combat stubble burning, an app to
report contravention and commissioning
studies and launch of a hotline are
some of the suggested measures in
the 12-point draft plan formulated by
Nripendra Misra led task force to combat
air pollution in the Delhi-NCR region.
As per the plan, the task force will monitor
some of the key actions that are being
taken. It is accepted that the agencies in
charge of a range of determinants of air
quality will take a series of other steps
based on their assessment of need.

The secretary, MoEF will be responsible
for overall coordination of the action
agenda.
Key points of plan
The Plan asks for formulating a journey
planner app which integrates the
Metro, the DTC services and integrated
ticketing across the DTC, the DIMTS
and cluster and metro within 6-months.
It suggested that coordinated action to
combat stubble burning in Haryana, Punjab
and Uttar Pradesh and also supervise
enforcement measures to decrease stubble
burning. For this, It calls for a specific plan
for correctly disposing of crop stubble
and make sure that independent data on
stubble burning is accessible in real time
in partnership with the department of S&T
(science and technology) among others.
To collaborate with the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC), an adequate

30 December '17
network of air quality monitoring
stations required. To set up an antipollution helpline in the NCR districts for
registering complaints.
A pollution app should be built so that
the citizens can inform the official of
any violation and for quick remedial
action. Strict action should for brick
kilns operating in the NCR, especially
in areas like Jhajjar (Haryana), Bagpat
(UP) without environmental clearance.
All brick kilns to be migrated to zigzag technology.
It asked for mechanised road sweeping
to be increased from 15 percent to
40 percent in Delhi in the next four
months. To set up an independent
verification mechanism to check
whether 100 percent solid waste is
actually being collected with a specific
focus on poor communities such as
slums and JJ clusters.

Arunachal Pradesh become the second one in the North East to be declared Open Defecation free.
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New species of blind fish discovered in Meghalaya

A

New Zealand-based science
journal Zootaxa, published in
December 2017, revealed that
a new species of blind fish has been
discovered inside a cave in East Jaintia
Hills district of Meghalaya. The fish
was named as Schistura larketensis. It
got its name from Larket village, where
the cave has been found, to encourage
local people to take up biodiversity
conservation.
A team of scientists from the Gauhati
University and the North Eastern Hill
University jointly studied the fish and
concluded that the fish species lost
its sight while living in the perpetual
darkness inside the cave. The fish lost
its pigments too while adapting to its
habitat in the dark waters.
The Discovery
## Researchers came across the blind
fish in the cave several years ago
during an expedition. The cave is
about 880 meters above sea level
and over 7 km in length.

## The fish sample was collected
from small stagnant pools which
are of a few square meters in area
and about 1-2 metres in depth.
## These pools are about 1600 feet
high from the main entrance of
the cave. The pool bed is mostly
sandy with pebbles.
## Other species found inside the
cave were weakly pigmented
crabs and crayfish, spiders,
crickets, cockroaches, millipedes,
small frogs and snakes.
The Findings
## Although there are about 200
known species of similar kind
of fish inhabiting streams and
rivers throughout Indochina and
Southeast Asia, this is the first
such discovery of blind fish.

02 January '18
its vestigial subcutaneous eyes
appearing as black spots.

## The orbital diameter of the fish
gradually decreases as its matures,
with the eyes completely absent in
older individuals.
## Small and faintly blackish spotlike depressions appeared in place
of eyes, indicating evolutionary
and morphological adaptations.
## The researchers point out to the
high level of siltation, pollution
and acidification in Jaintia Hills
due to coal mining and cement
plants, which is threatening the
cave biodiversity as a whole.

## The new fish species can be
immediately distinguished from
all other species of Schistura,
excluding Schistura papulifera for
02 January '18

WHO will add gaming disorder to the category of mental illness

W

orld Health Organization has released
a new report regarding various games
played on video games and mobile.
World Health Organization (WHO) can keep the
disorder from gaming in the category of mental
illness.
According to the recently released New Scientist
report, for the first time WHO is thinking about
gaming disorder inclusion in the International
Classification of Diseases (ICD). ICD is a clinical
manual published by WHO, which was last
updated 27 years ago in 1990.
Main point of report
## The 11th edition of the Manual is to be
published in 2018 and the gaming disorder will be
kept as a serious health problem that needs to be
monitored.
## In the draft 11th issue released by WHO, the gaming
disorder is described as permanent or recurring game
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behavior (digital gaming or video game), which can be
online or off-line.
## In this draft many types of behaviors have been listed,
so that the physician can decide whether the behavior of
a person has reached a state of serious health problems.

Soumeylou Boubeye Maiga is appointed as the Prime Minister of Mali.
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BRANCH MOBILE NO.

Branch Name

Phone Number

Deoria

9208248122

Agra

9235253430/ 9236455136

Dhanbad

9204979723/24

Ahmedabad

9227575027

Durgapur

7076856390

Ajmer

9261503888

Ernakulam

9645415987

Aligarh

7706008037

Etah

9208237386

Allahabad

9235253403

Faizabad

9235253421

Alwar

9521177944

Faridabad

9643396140

Ambala

9253058711 /7206424816

Farrukhabad

7706008029

Ambikapur

8823868882

Fatehpur

9554330811

Amritsar

9646606160

Firozabad

9208235736

Asansol

7076880723

Gaya

9204311416

Azamgarh

9208242842

Ghaziabad

9212229752/24

Budaun

9627671787

Ghazipur

9208244539

Bahraich

9208249852

Gonda

9208250778

Balasore

9583185223

Gorakhpur

9235253400/ 9208205892

Ballia

9208243152

Gurugram

9643396139

Banda

9554334847

Guwahati

8134935078

Bangalore

9538712808

Gwalior

9229174910

Bareilly

9235253431

Haldwani

9208256021

Basti

7706008031

Hardoi

9208248208

Berhampur

9078907945

Haridwar

7706008034

Bhagalpur

9204363221

Hisar

9253678050

Bhilai-Durg

8878783345

Hoshangabad

8358831338

Bhopal

9229174901

Hyderabad

9247749865 /8790034792

Bhopal-Lalghati

9229174902

Hyderbad- Dilsukh
Nagar

7032410704/ 9032168413

Bhubaneshwar

9237026745/ 9237081352

Bijnor

7706008027

IndoreBhawarkuan

7581800954

Bilaspur

8878817515

Indore

7581800952

Bulandshahr

7706008030

Jabalpur

9229174905

Chandigarh

9256002024

Jaipur

9261601713/ 9261518894

Chennai

8939777224

Jammu

9419305561

Coimbatore

8110967668

Jamshedpur

8877187640

Cuttack

7894013095

Jaunpur

9208244355

Darbhanga

9204303818/ 9204300620

Jhalandhar

8557088164

Dehradun

9236510116

Jhansi

9235253424

Delhi Janakpuri

9212069515

Jodhpur

9636512855

Delhi Kingsway

9268561517

Kanpur Kakadev

9235253484

Delhi Laxmi Nagar

9268209355 /9268693952

Kanpur
Kidwainagar

9235253482

Delhi Munirka

9210092245

Kanpur Mall Road

9236757143/ 9236720133

Delhi Rohini

9250239674

Karnal

8930175568
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Om Prakash Singh appointed as the Director General of Police of Uttar Pradesh.
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Kolkata

8017652042/45

Patna Fraizer Road

9204855305/06/09/11

Kurukshetra

9253678053

Pilibhit

9837186684

Lakhimpur

9208251562

Pratapgarh

9208245660

Lucknow
Alambagh Po

9235253521

Pune

9225231629

Lucknow
Alambagh Ssc

Raebareilly

9235253412

9235253438/66

Raipur

9229174912/ 9200193438

Lucknow
Bhootnath

9235253528

Rajkot

9979316870

Rampur

9208255388

Lucknow Gomti
Nagar

9235253548

Ranchi

9204855313

Rewa

7415690904/ 7415690846

Lucknow
Mahanagar Po

9235253443

Rohtak

8930403886

Lucknow
Rajajipuram

Roorkee

7706008033

9235253425

Sagar

7509219781

Ludhiana

9256002028

Saharanpur

9235253445

Mainpuri

9208241450

Sambalpur

8594958962/ 8594959148

Mathura

9208235067

Shahjahanpur

9208256201

Meerut

9235253448

Shimla

8894100342

Mirzapur

9208243884

Siliguri

7602742939

Moradabad

9235253442

Sitapur

7706008028/ 9235253514

Mumbai

9221944071

Sultanpur

9208252915

Muzaffarnagar

7706008032

Surat

9537360459

Muzaffarpur

9204303515/ 9204355614

Tirupati

9581933099

Nagpur

9272273686

Trivandrum

9645415029

Nagpur-Buldi

9168558073

Unnao

9208242493

Nasik

9168512624/ 9168511626

Vadodara

9537589477

Noida

9953948834

Varanasi

9235253419

Orai

9208237457

Vijaywada

8886309897

Patiala

9780859721

Vishakapatnam

9966593419

Warangal

8142230661

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02

Indian origin scientist Pratibha Laxman Gai is honoured with Damehood by Queen Elizabeth.
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WHO'S WHO
S.No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

DESIGNATION
WHO’S WHO

DESIGNATION
Chairman, Rajya Sabha
Chairperson of Lok Sabha
Chairman of NITI Ayog
Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Leader of House in Lok Sabha
Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha
Chief Election Commissioner
Election Commissioner
Director General, ITBP
Chief Vigilance Commissioner
Foreign Secretary
Comptroller & Auditor General of India
Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes
Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
CBI Director
Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities
Chairman, UPSC
Director General, National Investigation Agency
Chairman, UGC
Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy
Chairman, SSC
Chairman,National Human Rights Commission
Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner
Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes
Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India
Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India
Chairperson, State Bank of India
Chairman, LIC
India’s permanent representative in UNO
Home Secretary
Chairperson of National Commission for Women
Chairman, 15th Finance Commission
Chairman, Competition Commission of India
Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification
President, ASSOCHAM
Chairman, NASSCOM
New Chief of Army Staff
Director General, RAW
Chairperson, Children Film Society of India
Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
President, CII
President, FICCI
Chairman, National Knowledge Commission
National Security Advisor
Chairperson, Prasar Bharati
Chairman, Investment Commission
Finance Secretary
Chairman, Indian Banks Association

NAME
Venkaiah Naidu
Sumitra Mahajan
Narendra D Modi
Gulam Nabi Azad
Narendra D Modi
Mallikarjun Kharge
Om Prakash Rawat
Ashok Lavasa, Sunil Arora
RK Pachnanda
K V chaudhary
Vijay Keshav Gokhale
Rajeev Mehrishi
Jus. Vangala Eswaraiah
R. S Sharma
Alok Kumar Verma
Nand Kumar Sai
Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
David R. Syiemlieh
Y.C. Modi
D.P. Singh
K. Sivan
Sekhar Basu
Ashim Khurana
Justice H.L. Dattu
Sailesh
Sushil Chandra
T.S. Vijayan
Ajay Tyagi
Rajnish Kumar
V.K. Sharma
Syed Akbaruddin
Rajiv Gauba
Lalitha Kumaramanglam
N.K. Singh
Devendra Kumar Sikri
Prasoon Joshi
Sandeep Jajodia
Raman Roy
Bipin Rawat
Anil Dhasmana
Mukesh Khanna
Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
Shobana Kamineni
Rashesh Shah
Sam Pitroda
Ajit Doval
Dr. A. Surya Prakash
Ratan Tata
Hasmukh Adhia
Rajeev Rishi

Data as on 20th January, 2017
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Israel recently confirmed its withdrawal from UNESCO following the withdrawal of US.

SCIENCE
World to become drier, drought and wildfires to increase with global
02 January '18
warming of 2o°C

A

ccording to researchers, even a rise of just 2 degrees
Celsius in global warming could make over a quarter
of the world's land to become drier and desert-like.
The change is expected to increase the threat of drought and
wildfires. On the other hand, limiting the rise in temperature to
under 1.5 degree Celsius would help dramatically reduce the
fraction of the Earth's surface that will undergo such changes.
The study was undertaken by researchers from the University of
East Anglia (UEA) in the UK and Southern University of Science
and Technology (SUSTech) in China.
Key Highlights
## The researchers studied projections from 27 global climate
models.
## They identified the areas of the world where aridity will
substantially change when compared to the year-to-year variations
they experience now, as global warming reaches 1.5 or two degree
Celsius above pre-industrial levels.
## The study was published in the journal called Nature Climate
Change.

Background
The world has already warmed
by
one
degree
Celsius.
As a result, drought severity
has been increasing across the
Mediterranean, southern Africa,
and the eastern coast of Australia
over the course of the 20th Century.
The rise in temperature has also led
the semi-arid areas of Mexico, Brazil,
southern Africa and Australia to
encounter aridity and desertification.

ISRO has made the heaviest satellite so far

T

he Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has
recently prepared the country's heaviest satellite
GSAT-11. Its launch will facilitate the internet and
telecom system in India and this will strengthen the digital
India mission. It will be launched with the European Space
Agency's Rocket Arian-5 from South America's Coru
launch site located in French Guyana.
Features of GSAT-11
## The weight of the GSAT-11 satellite is 5.6 tons and its
total cost is 1117 crore rupees.
## Each of its solar panels is more than 4 meters and
produces 11 kW of energy.

08 January '18

## With successful launch of the satellite, India will have
its own Satellite based Internet.
## High-speed connectivity will be increased from
satellite based internet.
Need of GSAT-11
GSAT-11 is part of ISRO's Internet-based Satellite Series,
which aims to increase the speed of the Internet. Under this,
three satellites will be sent in space in 18 months. The first
satellite from this has been sent to GSAT-June 19, 2017
and the third Satellite GSAT-20 can be launched at the
end of this year. It is being told that cyber security will be
strengthened by GSAT-11 and will get a new security cover
and India's banking system will also be strong.

India gets its first supercomputer 'Pratyush'

U

09 January '18
The establishment of the
supercomputer is a part
of the Union Ministry’s
continuous endeavor to
provide world-class forecast
services to the citizens of
India through upgrading
various operational and research activities and infrastructure.

Speaking on the occasion, Harsh Vardhan said that it will be
India’s number one HPC facility in terms of peak capacity
and performance.

India needs better forecasts for Weather and Climate
conditions like the monsoon, extreme events, Tsunamis,
Cyclones, earthquakes, air quality, lightning, fishing, hot cold waves, flood, and drought.

nion Minister of Earth Sciences Harsh Vardhan
dedicated to India, the nation’s first and fastest
multi-petaflops supercomputer at the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) in Pune.
Named ‘Pratyush’, which means the Sun, the supercomputer
will be a national facility for improving weather and climate
forecasts and services under the umbrella of the Ministry of
Earth Sciences (MoES).

Background

Mukhmeet Singh Bhatia appointed as Joint Secretary in the 15th Finance Commission.
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ISRO launches 31 satellites along with Cartosat-2

T

he Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
launched 31 satellites along with Cartosat-2 satellite
on its 44.4-metre tall Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV-C40) rocket. The polar rocket was launched from
Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.
The 320-tonne rocket will place the satellites one-by-one
and deploy them into the earth's lower orbit. The entire liftoff process along with the process of placing the satellites
in two orbits will take the satellite 2 hours and 21 minutes.
It will be the longest flight time of the PSLV C40.
PSLV-C40 successfully placed the Cartosat-2 series satellite
into sun synchronous orbit.
31 Satellites launched
## Among 31 satellites, three satellites belong to India and
28 are of six other countries.
## The Indian satellites are 710 kg Cartosat-2 series, a 100
kg micro satellite and a 5 kg nano satellite.
## The 28 other satellites are from Canada, Finland,
France, South Korea, the United Kingdom and the
United States.
## The 28 international customer satellites were launched
as part of the commercial arrangements between ISRO
and its commercial arm 'Antrix Corporation Ltd'.

## The total weight of all 31 satellites is 1323 kg.

Cartosat 2 Series Satellite
## The PSLV-C40 rocket carried India's 100th satellite,
Cartosat 2, a surveillance satellite.
## It weighs 710 kg and is the heaviest satellite that the
PSLV has carried till now.
## The Cartosat-2 satellite launch is a follow-on mission
with the primary objective of providing high resolution
scene specific spot imageries.
## Cartosat will beam high-quality images for
cartographic, urban and rural applications, coastal land
use and utility management.

Successful testing of Agni-5 ballistic missile

T

15 January '18

19 January '18

he long distance ballistic missile Agni
-5, which was surface-to-surface air
missile, was successfully tested. The
test flight was done from Odisha's Dr. Abdul
Kalam Island. This was the fifth test of the
missile. So far all five campaigns have been
successful.
Agni -5 is a missile prepared by the Indian
Defense Research Council (DRDO), which
is capable of carrying nuclear weapons.
The entire northern region of Pakistan and
China has also come in the range of this
missile.
Highlights of Agni-5 Ballistic Missile
## Agni-5 missile, MIRV, is a freely
targetable Re -entry Vehicle, targeted to multiple
marks.

## Height of Agni-5 missile is 17 meters and diameter is 2
meters and its weight is 50 tons.

## The biggest advantage of this technique is that it can be
attacked at several places simultaneously. This can be
done simultaneously at different locations in different
countries at one go.

## India has Agni-2, 700 km range of Agni-1, 2000 km
range of Agni series, Agni-2, 2500 to 3500 kilometers
and Agni 3 and Agni-4 missiles with a capacity
exceeding the earlier series.

62

MICA MARCH 2018

## Its speed is 24 times faster than the speed of sound.

Assam published the first draft of National Register of Citizens with 1.9 crore names.

MISCELLANEOUS
Burning Topics of the Month
25th National Children
Science Congress held
in Gujarat

India ranked 5th in bad
loans in world

India’s Second Film and
Television Institute will
be set up in Arunachal
Pradesh

& Many More...
Forbes India Celebrity 100 list

B

ollywood star Salman Khan has been ranked number
one on the sixth Forbes India Celebrity 100 List.
Shah Rukh Khan and India’s cricket captain Virat
Kohli took the second and third spot respectively, with actor
Priyanka Chopra the only female celebrity in the top 10 list.
The 2017 Forbes India Celebrity 100 List rankings are based
on estimates of entertainment-related earnings of celebrities.
The period under consideration is October 1, 2016 to
September 30, 2017. Fifty-one-year-old Salman Khan, for
the second successive year, grabbed the top spot, despite
the subdued box office performance of his film Tubelight.
The actor earned Rs. 232.83 crore, backed by endorsements
of several consumer-facing brands. Shah Rukh Khan, with
Rs. 170.5 crore, also retained his position at No 2, as did

23 December '17

India’s cricket captain Virat Kohli, with Rs. 100.72 crore,
at No 3. But although the top three held on to their ranks.
There are 13 actors from the South this year as against 11
last year. The number of Bollywood actors is down from
35 to 33, reducing their cumulative earnings by 13 per cent
from the previous year.
Shuttler PV Sindhu (Rs 57.25 crore) was the highest money
gainer (in percentage terms), as her total earnings soared
nearly 17 times, propelled by several brand endorsements
following her 2016 Rio Olympics silver medal. There is
one woman in the top 10, Priyanka Chopra (No 7; Rs. 68
crore), as she continued to make her mark internationally.
The overall earnings of the Celebrity 100 declined this year,
from Rs. 2,745 crore in 2016 to Rs. 2,683 crore this year.

World University of Design: India’s first design university opened in
Haryana
23 December '17
India’s first and only design university World University of
Design (WUD) has opened its campus at Sonipat, Haryana.
The university promoted by Om Parkash Bansal Educational
and Social Welfare Trust of Mandi Gobindgarh, Punjab is
dedicated to education in creative domain.
Key Facts

WUD is India’s first university dedicated to education in
creative domain. It underlines movement of design from
being purely vocation-oriented to becoming academicoriented. Its campus is situated on NH1 in Rajiv Gandhi
Education City (NCR), Sonipat – the largest planned
integrated city for education in India.

The United States cut off its financial aid to Pakistan on the first day of the New Year.
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24 December '17

CBSE ties up with
Ramakrishna Mission to
impart value education
to students

C

BSE has tied up with the Ramakrishna
Mission to impart value education
to its students and make them
“awakened” citizens with values of peace,
harmony, humility and cooperation.
“Values such as harmony, peace,
compassion and humility have for centuries
been a part of the discourse of every
society of the world and their need and
importance is universally accepted and felt.
With the objective to strengthen, promote
and develop cooperation in promoting
values education, the Ramakrishna
Mission, New Delhi has prepared
‘Awakened Citizen Programme’ for
teachers and students. This programme
is a three-year graded value education
programme for students of classes 6-8 (or
classes 7-9). However, the implementation
of the programme by schools is voluntary.
The schools that opt for this programme
are required to allot 16 periods per year
and are to be committed for a minimum
period of three years. As the programme
involves initial two days’ training of
teachers conducted in the school, the
schools desirous of enrolling into the
programmes will also have to register
with the Ramakrishna Mission.

25th National Children Science Congress
25 December '17
held in Gujarat

T

he 25th edition of National Children Science Congress
(NCSC-2017) was held Gandhinagar. It was inaugurated
by Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani in Ahmedabad.
The theme of the five-day Congress this was ‘Science and Innovation
for Sustainable Development’ with the special focus on persons with
disabilities.
Key Facts

The NCSC is ideal and innovative programme for children to inspire,
empower and expand their minds to world. It is a flagship programme
of department of Science & Technology, Union Ministry of Science and
Technology.
This year 50 children and teachers
from Asian nations
had participated in
the event. Apart from
science exhibition, the
event also witnessed
various activities such
as presentations by
child scientists, handson demonstrations, poster
session
and
cultural
programmes.

India to become fifth largest economy in 2018: Report

A

ccording to recently released report titled 2018
World Economic League Table, India is set to
overtake the United Kingdom and France to become
the world’s fifth largest economy in 2018. The report was
released by Centre for Economics and Business Research,
an economics consultancy based in Britain.
Key Highlights of Report
India currently ranked seventh will overtake UK and France
to become the world’s fifth largest economy in 2018 in

27 December '17

US dollar terms and further move to third spot by 2032.
Indian economy had hit three-year low in the first quarter
of the current financial year 2017 due to demonetisation
i.e. scraping high-value banknotes and implementation of
Goods and Services Tax (GST). The growth had slumped
to 5.7% for quarter ending June 2016 but had recovered
slightly to 6.3% for quarter ending September 2017. Despite
temporary setbacks, India’s economy still caught up with
that of France and UK and in 2018 will overtake them.

Global economy
Cheap energy and technology prices will boost the global economy in 2018. China is likely to overtake United
States as the world’s largest economy by 2032. Britain will lag behind France over the next two years and
it will again overtake France in 2020, because effects of Brexit on UK’s economy will be less than feared.
Russia will fall to 17th place among world’s largest economies by 2032, from 11th place in 2017, mainly
because of low commodity (oil) prices in international market and its excessive reliance on energy sector.
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The ASI has decided to put a cap on daily visitors visiting Taj Mahal.

MISCELLANEOUS
28 December '17

Facebook asks new Indian users to enter names as per Aadhaar Card

S

ocial Media giant Facebook in the last week of December 2017
started testing the use of Aadhaar by asking new Indian users to
enter their names as per Aadhaar Card while signing up.

India is the second largest market for Facebook after the United States.
At present, there are over 241 million Facebook users in the country.
The move is aimed at cutting the number of fake accounts on the social
media platform.
Key Highlights
## Facebook's login prompt reads as ""What's your name?
Using the name on your Aadhaar card makes it easier
for friends to recognise you"".
## The testing was first spotted by users on Reddit and
Twitter. However, everyone cannot see this prompt when
creating a new account via the Facebook mobile site.
## This is an optional prompt which is currently in the testing
phase. Only a small percentage of users who access
Facebook on mobile are currently seeing the prompt.
## Facebook is only asking the users to sign up on its
social network using the name as mentioned on their
Aadhaar cards and doesn't request any Aadhaar details.

## Hence, the move doesn't raise any Aadhaar privacy
issues.
Background
India is currently one of the fastest growing markets for
Facebook, while being the second-largest market after the
United States.
In 2016, Facebook tested its 'Express Wifi' service in India
to offer high-speed internet access through 125 rural WiFi hotspots. In November 2017, the social media giant also
announced two new programmes to train about five lakh
Indians on digital skills by 2020.

Bengaluru becomes the first Indian
city to have its own logo

29 December '17

T

he Karnataka government launched the Bengaluru city logo,
the first Indian city to do so, in a bid to resurrect its image as a
tourism destination. With this, it joins cities like Amsterdam
in The Netherlands and New York in the US to have its own logo. The
logo was designed by Nammur, a design start-up, which won a contest
and received a prize money of Rs 5 lakh from the government. ‘Be’ and
‘U’ in Bengaluru are highlighted from red in the logo. This represents
the welcoming character of the city, where people of all identities will be
respected.
31 December '17

A

India ranked 5th in bad loans in world

t 9.9 per cent ratio, India has been ranked fifth on the list of countries with highest Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs), and is on top spot among the BRICS nations, a recent report by CARE Ratings revealed. The country
is reeling under a huge NPA burden of over Rs 7.33 lakh crore as of June 2017. To address the crisis, the
government has announced the recapitalisation of these public sector banks by infusing around Rs 2.11 lakh crore,
besides pumping in Rs 1.35 lakh crore through recapitalisation bonds. The NPA list is topped by countries known as
PIIGS (Portugal, Italy, Ireland, Greece and Spain), excluding Spain that is ranked at 7th spot below India and Russia.
India's NPA ratio is 400 points higher than that of Spain's.
Greece has the highest NPA of 36.4 in the world. Its economy is in tatters with around 50 per cent of registered
unemployed people without a regular job for over one and half year. Other countries like Italy (NPAs 16.4 per cent),
Portugal (15.5), Ireland (11.9), Russia (9.7) and Spain (5.3) are also facing huge NPA crisis.
According to researchers, Chocolate is likely to get extinct in 30 years.
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105th Science Congress to start at Manipur

02 January '18

T

he 105th Indian Science Congress (ISC) will be held from March 16 to 20 at Manipur University in Imphal.
The dates were finalised at a meeting of officials of the Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA) and the
Manipur government in Imphal. A four-member ISCA team, which includes ISCA president Achyuta Samanta,
former president A K Saxena, Manoj Chakravarti and Ranjit K Verma, is in Manipur to oversee preparations. A website of
this edition of the ISC was launched.
The annual event, which is on the Prime Minister’s calendar in January every year, was postponed last month for the first
time in its more than a 100-year history after the host Osmania University pulled out because of ongoing student protests.

26th World Book Fair

T

05 January '18

he 26th edition of annual World Book Fair was held in New
Delhi. It was organised by National Book Trust (NBT), under
Ministry of Human Resource Development in association
with India Trade Promotion Organisation. The theme for this year
is ‘Environment and Climate Change’. It focuses on environment
issues like climate change, global warming, and water pollution.
European Union was Guest of Honour Country for this year’s book
fair.
Key Facts
The annual book fair saw participation of around 800 publishers from
across the country in different languages. The event’s Theme Pavillion
had international rights exhibition of nearly 500 titles published in
English, Hindi, and other Indian languages. Apart from EU nations, more
than 40 countries including Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, Egypt,
France, Germany, and United Kingdom also participated.
The fair also witnessed panel discussions, talks, workshops, children’s
activities, screening of short films, special photo exhibits as well as
cultural and musical performances. The discussions, conversation were
mainly organised with authors and environmentalists where experts
discussed ways through which environment can be saved from further
deterioration.

Background
The annual New Delhi World Book
Fair was started in 1972 in New
Delhi with only 200 participants.
Over the years it has grown
exponentially and now has 886 and
800 participants as publishers in
2016 and 2017, respectively. The fair
serves as meeting point of readers
and publishers. The theme for 2016
was ‘Manushi’ and had focused on
writings on and by women from
ancient times till the present.

India’s Second Film and Television Institute will be set up in
Arunachal Pradesh

09 January '18

A

runachal Pradesh would get its first Film and
Television Institute, being set up by the Union
Government as part of tapping the potential of the
Northeastern region, Union Minister Jitendra Singh said. This
would be the second such one in the country. The first Film
and Television Institute of India (FTII) was set up in Pune,
an autonomous institute operating under the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry.
The Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) is an
autonomous institute under the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting of the Government of India and aided by the
Central Government of India.[1] It is situated on the premises of the erstwhile Prabhat Film Company in Pune. Since its
inception in 1960, FTII has become India's premier film and television institute, with its alumni becoming technicians,
actors and directors in the film and television industry. Anupam Kher is the current Chairman of this institute.
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Maharashtra has decided to impose a spot fine of Rs 500 for open defecation.

MISCELLANEOUS
10 January '18

Music maestro AR
Rahman has been officially
appointed as the brand
ambassador of Sikkim

M

UMBAI—Known as the Window
to the Himalayas and the Heavenly
State of India, Sikkim, every
year, awaits its most prestigious event, ‘The
Red Panda Winter Carnival.’ And while
the state has already been converted into a
winter wonderland, the festival transformed
into something extraordinarily this year as
they honored the first Brand Ambassador of
Sikkim – musician A.R. Rahman! The festival
primarily aims at increasing the flow of tourists
and promoting the state’s economy, their rich
culture, opulent cuisine, and tourism with their
naturally blessed landscapes that are visually
enthralling for both the tourist and the aesthete

WEF has selected four Indians to represent
11 January '18
the voice of youth

A

ll of them are members of the Global Shapers (a WEF
initiative), a youth led organisation with 7,000 members
across 150 countries working to bring about a positive change
in their communities. Each year 50 Global Shapers are selected
to represent their generation at Davos. Kumar is a development
professional working to further sustainable development in emerging
markets of Asia and Africa. Prasad focusses on inclusive development
by using technology to identify and amplify strategies that leads to
systems change.
Bansal, on the other hand, is working to electrify remote mountain
communities using solar micro grids while Singh works with governments
at various levels on multiple social ventures.
48th Annual meeting
WEF’s 48th annual meeting to be held in January (23rd to 26th) has
‘Creating a shared future in a fractured world’ as its theme and will
explore topics such as driving sustained economic progress, navigating a
multipolar and multi-conceptual world, overcoming divisions in society
and using technology to shape governance.
Indian delegation
A strong Indian delegation led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and a few state chief ministers including Chandrababu Naidu and
Devendra Fadnavis is expected to attend the meeting. Business
leaders Mukesh Ambani, Chanda Kochhar and Uday Kotak are
expected to attend.

According to Tourism Australia, India has emerged as the fastest
11 January '18
growing market for Australian tourism

S

ustained growth in arrivals and spend reveals
Australia as a destination of choice for Indian
travellers. Arrivals from India to Australia grew
by 15 per cent for the year ended October 2017, with an
influx of 294,000 visitors, compared to the same period
last year. This makes India the 9th largest inbound market
for Australia, and inches it closer towards achieving its
Tourism 2020 goal of 300,000 visitors annually, three
years ahead of target. Indian visitor spend in Australia for
the year ended September 2017 reached A$1.45 billion
(approx. Rs 7,200Crore), an increase of 26 per cent over
the previous year, making India the 8th largest market in terms of spend by tourists. With an impressive doubledigit growth in arrivals and spend for the fourth consecutive year, India has emerged as Australia’s fastest growing
inbound market.
In mid-2017 the Australian Department of Immigration and Border Protection extended online lodgment of visitor
visa applications to all Indian nationals. The online application process provides a more convenient option for Indians
looking to visit Australia. In an age where travellers are increasingly self-reliant in planning and booking holidays,
thee-lodgment allows tourists greater independence when planning a trip to Australia and is likely to be a strong
catalyst for boosting tourist arrivals from India.
North Korea re-opened a communication channel with South Korea after months of hostility.
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14 January '18

Matunga station in the Limca
Book of Records 2018 for
having an all-woman staff

T

he Matunga suburban station on the Central
Railway (CR) has found its way into the
Limca Book of Records for having an allwoman staff. The achievement comes six months
after Matunga became the first railway station in the
country to be run by an all- woman staff. The station
is being manned exclusively by women staffers since
July 2017, a first on the Indian Railways. A team of 41
women staffers at the station includes personnel from
the RPF, commercial and operating departments.
These staffers work under the supervision of station
manager Mamta Kulkarni.
Matunga is a railway station on the Central line of
the Mumbai Suburban Railway network.

16 January '18

Kajol has become an advocacy
ambassador for ‘Swachh Aadat
Swachh Bharat’ initiative

A

ctress Kajol,
an
active
supporter
of
eradicating
preventable deaths
from
hygienerelated issues, has
become an advocacy
ambassador
for
a Swachh Aadat
Swachh
Bharat
initiative. It is an
initiative launched by Hindustan Unilever limited.
Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL) is an Indian consumer goods
company based in Mumbai, Maharashtra. It is a subsidiary of
Unilever a dutch-british company. HUL's products include foods,
beverages, cleaning agents, personal care products and water
purifiers. HUL was established in 1933 as Lever Brothers and, in
1956, became known as Hindustan Lever Limited, as a result of
a merger among Lever Brothers, Hindustan Vanaspati Mfg. Co.
Ltd. and United Traders Ltd. It employs over 16,000 workers,
while it also indirectly helping to facilitate the employment of
over 65,000 people. The company was renamed in June 2007 as
"Hindustan Unilever Limited".

Five Indian tech companies feature in ‘Top 100 Global Tech Leaders
20 January '18
List’

T

homson Reuters Corp published
its debut ‘Top 100 Global
Technology Leaders’ list, which
was topped by Microsoft, followed by
Intel Corp and Cisco Systems at the 2nd
and 3rd position respectively.
The list, which aims to identify the
industry's top financially successful and
organisationally sound organisations,
also features American tech giants such
as Apple Inc, Alphabet Inc, International
Business Machines Corp and Texas
Instruments Inc among its top 10.
The other companies to feature in
the Top 10 include Microchip maker
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing,
German business software giant
SAP and Dublin-based consultant
firm Accenture. The remaining 90
companies are not ranked and among
them fall the world's largest online
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retailer Amazon and social media giant
Facebook.
Performance Assessment
The results are based on a 28-factor
algorithm that measures performance across
eight benchmarks, which include finance,
management and investor confidence,
risk and resilience, legal compliance,
innovation, people and social responsibility,
environmental impact and reputation.
The assessment tracks patent activity for
technological innovation and sentiment
in the news and selected social media
as the reflection of a company's public
reputation. The selection of the tech
companies is restricted to those that have
at least $1 billion in annual revenue.
Which country fared the best?
## According to the list, 45 percent
of the top 100 tech companies

are headquartered in the United
States, which inevitably places the
nation at the top.
## Japan and Taiwan are tied for
second place with 13 companies
each, followed by India at the
third place with five tech leaders
on the list.
## Judging by continent, North
America tops with a total of 47
companies, followed by Asia with
38, Europe with 14 and Australia
with one.
## The strength of Asia highlights
the growth of companies such as
China’s Tencent Holdings Ltd,
which became the first Asian firm
to enter the club of companies
worth more than $500 billion and
surpassed Facebook in market
value in November.

Haryana will be implementing the Integrated Solar Based Micro Irrigation scheme.

ETYMOLOGY

WORLD OF ENGLISH
ossified

Ossify (verb)
Definition of OSSIFY

adjective

FORMAL DISAPPROVING If habits or ideas ossify, or if
something ossifies them, they become fixed and unable to change.

Exampleossified thinking

Example

Related Forms

a young man who began to ossify right after college is now
at my home.

•

ossifier, noun

•

unossifying, adjective

NEW AND TRICKY
SUFFIX -

DESCRIPTION

PARTS OF SPEECH

MADE FROM

EXAMPLES

-fy
-ify

Make into X
Cause X

Verb

Noun or adjective

Magnify, deify, indemnify, ossify,
reify

Historical Examples

Contemporary examples

There is a general growth to be observed, and the bones are
beginning toossify.

## Sure, some of the show’s humor has ossified; parts
have grown creaky and potentially perilous with age.
—Richard Lawson, vanityfair.com, "Will & Grace Review:
A Surprisingly Welcome, Wistful Return," 26 Sep. 2017

Embryology Gerald R. Leighton
The first vertebra to ossify is the second or third cervical,
and theossification gradually extends to those behind.
The Works of Francis Maitland Balfour, Volume
III (of 4) Francis Maitland Balfour
The mentomecklians do not ossify until approximately
the same time thatthe quadratojugal appears in the upper
jaw.
Neotropical Hylid Frogs, Genus Smilisca William
E. Duellman

## Instead of ossifying into an autocratic force, Kerala’s
communists embraced electoral politics and since 1957
have been routinely voted into power.
—Rick Noack, Washington Post, "One of the few
places where a communist can still dream, and 4 other
global stories," 2 Nov. 2017
## Nor is North Korea as ossified as outsiders might
imagine.
—Brook Larmer, New York Times, "North Korea Is
No Longer the Hermit Kingdom — but How Long Will
China Be Its Lifeline?," 18 Oct. 2017

Convictions harden and grow, and differences magnify and
ossify as thecontroversy progresses.
Lord Randolph Churchill Winston Spencer Churchill
The latter will always take care of themselves—the danger
being that theyrapidly tend to ossify us.
Complete Prose Works Walt Whitman
Valves of the Aorta of a cartilaginous texture, as if beginning
to ossify.
An Account of the Foxglove and some of its
Medical Uses William Withering
The other element, the cartilaginous brain-box, does not
ossify, and tendsto become absorbed.
Form and Function E. S. (Edward Stuart) Russell
Does it liberate or suppress, ossify or render flexible, divide
or unifyinterest?

By the virtue of Polysemy
SPECIALIZED medical If body tissue ossifies, it becomes
hard and changes into bone.
First Known Use:
1699
Word Origin and History for TARNISH
(V)
"to turn into bone," a backformation from ossification, or elsemodeled on French
ossifier (18c.) and formed from Latin os (genitiveossis)
"bone" (see osseous ) + -fy. Figurative sense is from 1858.
Related : ossified ; ossifying.

Human Nature and Conduct John Dewey

Synonyms

But Philip seemed to ossify, every cord and muscle of his
body frozen tostone by the conflict that raged within him.

Antonyms

Astounding Stories of Super-Science January 1930

Congeal, freeze, indurate, solidify
Liquefy, soften, thin, melt

The Union Cabinet has approved a MoU in the oil and gas sector between India and Israel.
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CRYPTOCURRENCY :
Digitalising Economy

Finance Ministry has recently issued a statement in
which the ministry warned the citizens against investing
in any form of cryptocurrencies. These cryptocurrencies
are not regulated by Reserve bank of India. Hence,
it possess a great threat to countries economy. It can
be linked to terror funding, Money laundering, DrugTrafficking and many more odds which are prevailing
in our society.
A cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual currency that uses
cryptography for security. Its cryptographic security feature
makes it difficult to counterfeit. An essential feature of a
cryptocurrency, and arguably is its organic nature. As it is
not issued by any central authority, therefore it is immune to
government intervention or manipulation.
The first cryptocurrency which grabs public attention was
Bitcoin. It was launched in 2009 by an individual or group
known under the alias Satoshi Nakamoto. As of September
2015, there were over 14.6 million bitcoins in circulation
with a total market value of $3.4 billion. Bitcoin's success
has spawned a number of competing cryptocurrencies, such
as Litecoin, Namecoin and PPCoin etc.
The cryptocurrency world
One of the most famous name in the list of cryptocurrencies
is bitcoins, but there are many more in the list. Some of the
most popular ones are:
1) Litecoin (LTC)
It was launched in the year 2011, was among the initial
cryptocurrencies following bitcoin and was often referred
to as ‘silver to Bitcoin’s gold.’ It was created by Charlie
Lee.
2) Ethereum (ETH)
It was Launched in 2015, Ethereum is a decentralized
software platform that enables Smart Contracts and
Distributed Applications (ĐApps) to be built and run
without any downtime, fraud, control or interference from
a third party. calls itself “the android of the cryptocurrency
world,” you can set up an application that enables people to
rent out idle storage space on their laptop.
3) Zcash (ZEC)
It is a decentralized and open-source cryptocurrency
launched in the latter part of 2016, looks promising. “If
Bitcoin is like http for money, Zcash is https," is how Zcash
defines itself. It offers privacy and selective transparency of
transactions.
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4) Ripple (XRP)
Ripple is a real-time global settlement network that offers
instant, certain and low-cost international payments.
Ripple “enables banks to settle cross-border payments
in real time, with end-to-end transparency, and at lower
costs.” It is launched in 2012, Ripple currency has a market
capitalization of $1.26 billion.
There is also a website known as Coinmarketcap.com,
which tracks the market capitalisation of cryptocurrencies,
lists 1,379 currencies.
How it works?
It works on the process of encryption.
When using cryptocurrency as a medium of exchange,
instead of using a single key for both encryption and
decryption, separate encryption keys are used for both. A
user generates a pair of keys that are mathematically linked
to each other. One key (the public key) is used for encryption
and the other (the private key) is used for decryption.
The public key is shared (used as a wallet for payment)
where anyone with this address can send encrypted
information (bits of data, bitcoin) to another party. Once
encrypted, the information can only be decrypted with the
corresponding private key.
Decoding the blockchain technology
A blockchain is an anonymous online ledger that uses data
structure to simplify the way we transact. Blockchain allows
users to manipulate the ledger in a secure way without
the help of a third party. A bank's ledger is connected to a
centralised network. However, a blockchain is anonymous,
protecting the identities of the users. This makes blockchain
a more secure way to carry out transactions.
The algorithm used in blockchain reduces the dependence
on people to verify the transactions. This technology used
for recording various transactions has the potential to
disrupt the financial system.
Why is it attractive?
A huge number of people found it more attractive than the
fiat currency. The most prominent reasons for this can be:
Identity Theft: Credit cards operate on a “pull” basis,
where the store initiates the payment and pulls the
designated amount from your account. Cryptocurrency use
a “push” mechanism that allows the cryptocurrency holder
to send exactly what he or she wants to the merchant or
recipient with no further information

Focus country group in the New Delhi World Book Fair 2018 is European Union.

Immediate Settlement: Purchasing real property typically
involves a number of third parties (Lawyers, Notary),
delays, and payment of fees. Cryptocurrencies contracts
can be designed and enforced to eliminate or add third party
approvals, reference external facts

the need of regulators. By making everything public, it
contravenes the need for a middleman. According to bitcoin.
org, no individual or organisation can manipulate Bitcoins
because it is cryptographically secure and do not contain
customers’ personal information.

Access to Everyone: There are approximately 2.2 billion
individuals with access to the Internet or mobile phones who
don’t currently have access to traditional exchange systems.
These individuals are primed for the Cryptocurrency market.

However, not being backed by any government entity is
Bitcoin’s biggest disadvantage and affects its adoption by
people. With less Bitcoins in circulation and the number of
businesses using Bitcoin still very small, relatively small
events, can significantly affect the price. One of the biggest
problems that cryptocurrencies face is acceptance.

Lower Fees: There aren’t usually transaction fees
for cryptocurrency exchanges because the miners are
compensated by the network (Side note: This is the case
for now). Even though there’s no bitcoin/cryptocurrency
transaction fee, many expect that most users will engage
a third-party service, such as Coinbase, creating and
maintaining their own bitcoin wallets.
Benefits and Drawbacks
Cryptocurrencies make it easier to transfer funds between
two parties in a transaction. These fund transfers are done
with minimal processing fees, allowing users to avoid the
steep fees charged by most banks and financial institutions
for wire transfers.
One of the major benefit of cryptocurrency is, it makes the
transaction smooth irrespective of traditional hurdles like
national borders and banking regulations. It eliminates

However, many businesses have started accepting
Bitcoins. One of the largest PC companies in the US, Dell,
started accepting Bitcoin in 2014. Travel website Expedia
allows you to pay with Bitcoins. Tech giant Microsoft also
embraced bitcoins in December 2014. In India too, the
adoption has started. Bengaluru-based exchange Unocoin
has a growing list of merchants on its website that includes
e-commerce firms, web-hosting companies and even
schools.
However, because cryptocurrencies are virtual and do not
have a central repository, a digital cryptocurrency balance
can be wiped out by a computer crash if a backup copy
of the holdings does not exist. Since prices are based on
supply and demand, the rate at which a cryptocurrency can
be exchanged for another currency can fluctuate widely.

Gilles Simon won the 2018 men’s singles Tata Open Maharashtra Tennis tournament.
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Liberalisation in
FDI Policy
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has given its approval to a number of amendments
in the FDI Policy. These are intended to liberalise and
simplify the FDI policy so as to provide ease of doing
business in the country. In turn, it will lead to larger FDI
inflows contributing to growth of investment, income and
employment.
•

100% FDI under automatic route for Single Brand
Retail Trading

•

100% FDI under automatic route in Construction
Development

•

Foreign airlines allowed to invest up to 49% under
approval route in Air India

•

FIIs/FPIs allowed to invest in Power Exchanges
through primary market

•

Definition of ‘medical devices’ amended in the FDI
Policy

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is a major driver of
economic growth and a source of non-debt finance for the
economic development of the country. Government has put
in place an investor friendly policy on FDI, under which
FDI up to 100%, is permitted on the automatic route in
most sectors/ activities. In the recent past, the Government
has brought FDI policy reforms in a number of sectors viz.
Defence, Construction Development, Insurance, Pension,
Other Financial Services, Asset reconstruction Companies,
Broadcasting, Civil Aviation, Pharmaceuticals, Trading etc.
Measures undertaken by the Government have resulted in
increased FDI inflows in to the country. During the year
2014-15, total FDI inflows received were US $ 45.15 billion
as against US $ 36.05 billion in 2013-14. During 2015-16,
country received total FDI of US $ 55.46 billion. In the
financial year 2016-17, total FDI of US $ 60.08 billion has
been received, which is an all-time high.
It has been felt that the country has potential to attract far
more foreign investment which can be achieved by further
liberalizing and simplifying the FDI regime. Accordingly,
the Government has decided to introduce a number of
amendments in the FDI Policy.
Details:
Government approval no longer required for FDI in
Single Brand Retail Trading (SBRT)
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i.

Extant FDI policy on SBRT allows 49% FDI under
automatic route, and FDI beyond 49% and up to 100%
through Government approval route. It has now been
decided to permit 100% FDI under automatic route for
SBRT.

ii. It has been decided to permit single brand retail
trading entity to set off its incremental sourcing
of goods from India for global operations during
initial 5 years, beginning 1st April of the year of the
opening of first store against the mandatory sourcing
requirement of 30% of purchases from India. For this
purpose, incremental sourcing will mean the increase
in terms of value of such global sourcing from India
for that single brand (in INR terms) in a particular
financial year over the preceding financial year, by the
non-resident entities undertaking single brand retail
trading entity, either directly or through their group
companies. After completion of this 5 year period,
the SBRT entity shall be required to meet the 30%
sourcing norms directly towards its India’s operation,
on an annual basis.
iii. A non-resident entity or entities, whether owner of the
brand or otherwise, is permitted to undertake ‘single
brand’ product retail trading in the country for the
specific brand, either directly by the brand owner or
through a legally tenable agreement executed between
the Indian entity undertaking single brand retail trading
and the brand owner.
Civil Aviation
As per the extant policy, foreign airlines are allowed to
invest under Government approval route in the capital of
Indian companies operating scheduled and non-scheduled
air transport services, up to the limit of 49% of their paid-up
capital. However, this provision was presently not applicable
to Air India, thereby implying that foreign airlines could
not invest in Air India. It has now been decided to do away
with this restriction and allow foreign airlines to invest up
to 49% under approval route in Air India subject to the
conditions that:
i.

Foreign investment(s) in Air India including that of
foreign Airline(s) shall not exceed 49% either directly
or indirectly

ii. Substantial ownership and effective control of Air India
shall continue to be vested in Indian National.

The Himalayan Hydro Expo 2018 is hosted by Kathmandu.

Construction Development: Townships, Housing, Builtup Infrastructure and Real Estate Broking Services
It has been decided to clarify that real-estate broking service
does not amount to real estate business and is therefore,
eligible for 100% FDI under automatic route.
Power Exchanges
Extant policy provides for 49% FDI under automatic route
in Power Exchanges registered under the Central Electricity
Regulatory Commission (Power Market) Regulations,
2010. However, FII/FPI purchases were restricted to
secondary market only. It has now been decided to do away
with this provision, thereby allowing FIIs/FPIs to invest in
Power Exchanges through primary market as well.
Other Approval Requirements under FDI Policy:
i.

security guidelines, amended from time to time, are to
be processed by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
for investments falling under automatic route sectors/
activities, while cases pertaining to government approval
route sectors/activities requiring security clearance are to
be processed by the respective Administrative Ministries/
Departments, as the case may be. It has now been decided
that for investments in automatic route sectors, requiring
approval only on the matter of investment being from
country of concern, FDI applications would be processed
by Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP)
for Government approval. Cases under the government
approval route, also requiring security clearance with
respect to countries of concern, will continue to be
processed by concerned Administrative Department/
Ministry.

As per the extant FDI policy,
issue of equity shares against
non-cash considerations like
pre-incorporation
expenses,
import of machinery etc. is
permitted under Government
approval route. It has now been
decided that issue of shares
against non-cash considerations
like pre-incorporation expenses,
import of machinery etc. shall
be permitted under automatic
route in case of sectors under
automatic route.

ii. Foreign investment into an
Indian company, engaged only
in the activity of investing in
the capital of other Indian company/ies/ LLP and in
the Core Investing Companies is presently allowed
upto 100% with prior Government approval. It
has now been decided to align FDI policy on
these sectors with FDI policy provisions on Other
Financial Services. Thus, if the above activities are
regulated by any financial sector regulator, then
foreign investment upto 100% under automatic
route shall be allowed; and, if they are not regulated
by any Financial Sector Regulator or where only
part is regulated or where there is doubt regarding
the regulatory oversight, foreign investment up to
100% will be allowed under Government approval
route, subject to conditions including minimum
capitalization requirement, as may be decided by
the Government.
Competent Authority for examining FDI proposals from
countries of concern
As per the existing procedures, FDI applications involving
investments from Countries of Concern, requiring security
clearance as per the extant FEMA 20, FDI Policy and

Pharmaceuticals:
FDI policy on Pharmaceuticals sector inter-alia provides
that definition of medical device as contained in the FDI
Policy would be subject to amendment in the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act. As the definition as contained in the policy is
complete in itself, it has been decided to drop the reference
to Drugs and Cosmetics Act from FDI policy. Further, it
has also been decided to amend the definition of ‘medical
devices’ as contained in the FDI Policy.
Prohibition of restrictive conditions regarding audit
firms:
The extant FDI policy does not have any provisions in
respect of specification of auditors that can be appointed
by the Indian investee companies receiving foreign
investments. It has been decided to provide in the FDI
policy that wherever the foreign investor wishes to specify
a particular auditor/audit firm having international network
for the Indian investee company, then audit of such investee
companies should be carried out as joint audit wherein one
of the auditors should not be part of the same network.

Iceland became the first country to enforce equal pay for women and men.
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The 75th Golden Globe Awards honored film and American
television of 2017 was held recently in Beverly Hills,
California. The ceremony was produced by Dick Clark
Productions in association with the Hollywood Foreign
Press Association.
Talk-show host Seth Meyers hosted the ceremony for
the first time. Oprah Winfrey was announced as Cecil B.
DeMille Lifetime Achievement Award honoree.
The first awards presentation for distinguished
achievements in the film industy granted by Hollywood
Foreign Correspondents Association - the precursor of
today's Hollywood Foreign Press Association - took place
in early 1944 with an informal ceremony at 20th Century
Fox. There, Jennifer Jones was awarded Best Actress
honors for The Song of Bernadette, which also won for Best
Film, while Paul Lukas took home Best Actor laurels for
Watch on the Rhine. Awards were presented in the form of
scrolls. The following year, the members of the association
held a contest to find a design for a statuette that would
best represent the overall aims of the organization. Marina

Cisternas, president of the group in 1945-46, presented the
idea fof a shiny globe on a cylindrical pedestal, to represent
the world,.
In conjunction with the Golden Globes presentation, the
Hollywood Foreign Correspondents Association held its
first gala social event in 1945
There have been other important landmarks in the history
of the Golden Globes. In 1951 the association decided to
divide the best film, actor and actress nominees into two
categories -- drama, and musical or comedy -- so that no
genre would be slighted. In 1952, the HFPA created the Cecil
B. DeMille Award to recognize “outstanding contribution
to the entertainment field.” The award’s first recipient was
DeMille himself. In 2007 a new category was introduced:
Best Animated Feature Film. The first year's nominees were
Cars, Happy Feet and Monster House, with Pixar's Cars
taking the Globe.
Today, the Golden Globes recognize achievements in 25
categories; 14 in motion pictures and 11 in television.

LIST OF WINNERS
List of winners of the 75th annual Golden Globe Awards: Motion Pictures
Category						

Awardees

Best Motion Picture Drama				

Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri

Best Motion Picture Musical/Comedy			

Lady Bird

Best Director in Motion Picture-Drama			

Guillermo del Toro (The Shape of Water)

Best Actor in Motion Picture-Drama			

Gary Oldman (Darkest Hour) as Winston Churchill

Best Actress in Motion Picture-Drama			
							

Frances McDormand (Three Billboards Outside Ebbing,
Missouri) as Mildred Hayes

Best Actor in Motion Picture or Musical or Comedy		

James Franco (The Disaster Artist) as Tommy Wiseau

Best Actress in Motion Picture Musical/Comedy		
							

Saoirse Ronan (Lady Bird) as Christine “Lady Bird” 		
McPherson

Best Actor in a Supporting role in Motion Picture		
							

Sam Rockwell (Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, 		
Missouri) as Officer Jason Dixon

Best Actress in a Supporting role in Motion Picture		

Allison Janney (I, Tonya) as LaVona Golden

Best Original Score Motion Picture				

Alexandre Desplat (The Shape of Water)

Best Original Song					
							

“This Is Me” (Benj Pasek and Justin Paul) – The Greatest
Showman

Best Animated Feature Film				

Coco

Best Foreign Language Film				

In the Fade (Germany/France)

Cecil B. DeMille Lifetime Achievement Award		

Oprah Winfrey
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Hyderabad will host World Sweet Festival (WSF-2018).

List of winners of the 75th annual Golden Globe Awards: Television
Category						

Awardees

Best television series, drama				

'The Handmaid’s Tale', Hulu

Actress in a television series, drama			

Elisabeth Moss in 'The Handmaid’s Tale'

Actor in a television series, drama				

Sterling K. Brown in 'This Is Us'

Best television series, musical or comedy			

'The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel', Amazon

Actress in a television series, musical or comedy		

Rachel Brosnahan in 'The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel'

Actor in a television series, musical or comedy		

Aziz Ansari in 'Master of None'

Best television limited series or motion picture
made for television					

'Big Little Lies', HBO

Actress in a limited series or motion picture made
for television						

Nicole Kidman in 'Big Little Lies'

Actor in a limited series or motion picture made
for television						

Ewan McGregor in 'Fargo'

Actress in a supporting role in a series,
limited series or motion picture made for television		

Laura Dern in 'Big Little Lies'

Actor in a supporting role in a series, limited series
or motion picture made for television			

Alexander Skarsgard in 'Big Little Lies'

'The Marvelous Mrs.
Maisel', Amazon
: Rachel

Brosnahan

Bengaluru will host the 2018 Karnataka International Travel Expo.
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JUDICIARY IN INDIA
The Government of India is based on three different pillars
namely the Executive, the Legislative and the Judiciary.
The Indian judicial system was formed during the colonial
rule of British in the country. It is Common Law System in
which the judges develop the laws with their judgments,
orders and decisions. The apex court of India is the Supreme
Court, located in New Delhi, followed by the high courts in
different states. The high courts are followed by the district
courts and subordinate courts which are also known as the
lower courts.
Supreme Court of India
The Supreme Court of India came into being on 28 January
1950. Article 124 to 147 in Part V OF the constitution of
India deals with the Supreme Court of India. There is one
Chief Justice and 30 other judges in the Supreme Court
who are appointed by the Indian President. These judges
retire after the attainment of the age of 65 years. It is a
supreme authority as it settles the disputes within several
governments of the country. It also has an authority to
review any judgement or order earlier passed by it and can
also transfer cases from one high court to another and from
one district court to another.
High Courts
The supreme judicial powers at the state level lie with the
high courts of India. Article 214 to 231 in Part VI of the
constitution of India deals with the High Court of India
There are 24 high courts in the country. Calcutta High Court
is the oldest high court in India, established in 1862. Being
the appellate authority of state or group of states, the high
courts have similar authorities and powers like that of the
apex court, except for the difference of territorial jurisdiction
of high courts which is varied. The high courts may also
have original jurisdiction in certain cases if permitted
under the federal law system. There are lower courts - civil
or criminal, and tribunals which function under the high
courts. All the high courts come under the jurisdiction of
Supreme Court of India.
District and Subordinate Courts
The district and the subordinate courts are the courts below
the high courts. These courts administer jurisdiction at the
district level in India. The district courts are at the top of
all the subordinate courts but fall under the administrative
control of the state high court to which that district belongs
to. The jurisdiction in the districts of the states is presided
over by District and Sessions Judge. The judge is referred to
as a District Judge when he presides over the civil cases and
as a Sessions Judge when he presides over criminal cases.
Appointments of Judges
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The Constitution of India lays down the rules for the appointment
of the judges of the Supreme Court, High Courts and District
Courts. The judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the
President of India in consultation with the Chief Justice. Their
appointment is held under a collegium system.
COLLEGIUM SYSTEM & ITS ORIGIN
In the Collegium system, the Chief Justice of India (CJI)
and a panel comprising four senior-most judges of the
Supreme Court recommend appointments and transfers of
judges. The collegium system evolved after three landmark
judgments of the Supreme Court, popularly known as the
‘three judges cases’ that comprised the first, second and the
third judges cases.
The first judges case was the SP Gupta case. It was decided
on December 30, 1981 that the President, with sensible
reasons, could reject judges’ names recommended by the
CJI. This shifted more power on the executive from the
judiciary in the appointments process.
In the second judges’ case, a nine-judge bench of the Supreme
Court overturned the verdict of the first judges case by
creating a Collegium system. The majority verdict delivered
by Justice J.S. Verma in the Supreme Court Advocates on
Record Association Vs Union of India case on October 6,
1993, stated that the CJI should be entrusted with the primary
role of appointments of judges. However, the three judges
ruling in this case could not reach a consensus on the exact
role of the CJI in the process, leading to a lot of confusion in
the appointment and transfer of judges for years.
The final judgement in the series, the third judges case
(October 28, 1998) made things clearer after the President’s
request to the Supreme Court for a clarity. In this case,
the Supreme Court came up with nine guidelines that the
Collegium system should follow to function effectively.
This case established the supremacy of the judiciary in the
appointment and transfer of judges.
NJAC
NJAC or the National Judicial Appointments Commission
is a constitutional body proposed to replace the existing
Collegium system of appointing judges. The NJAC proposed
a transparent and broad-based process of selection of judges
of the Supreme Court and High Courts. The judges of the
Supreme Court and High Courts were to be selected by the
NJAC commission, whose members were drawn from the
judiciary, legislature and civil society.
The NJAC was established by amending the Constitution
(99th Amendment) Act, 2014, passed by the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha in August 2014. Alongside, the
Parliament also passed the National Judicial Appointments

Saksham Yadav, World Champion powerlifter recently passed away in a road accident.

Commission Act, 2014, to regulate the functions of NJAC.
The State legislatures of 16 states ratified both the Bills and
the President gave his assent on December 31, 2014. The
NJAC Act and the Constitutional Amendment Act came
into force from April 13, 2015.

The Supreme Court has exclusive jurisdiction in the
following types of cases:
(a) Disputes between the Government of India and one or
more States.
(b) Disputes between the Government of India and any State
or Stales on one side and one or more States on the other
(c) Disputes between two or more States which involve
any question of law or fact on which the existence or
extent of a legal right depends.
The Supreme Court of India is the highest Court of appeal
in the country. Cases where an appeal can be made to the
Supreme Court may be classified as below:(a) Constitutional Cases:
The Supreme Court can admit Ian appeal from all High Courts
if the High Court certifies that the case involves a substantial
question of law as to the interpretation of the Constitution.
(b) Civil Cases:
On all civil cases decided by the High Courts an appeal can
be made to the Supreme Court if the High Court certifies(i) That the case involves directly or indirectly some claim
of property of important nature, or
(ii) That the case is fit one for appeal as it involves substantial
question of law. The High Court certifies that the case is a fit
one to appeal or in the absence of such certificate of the High
Court, the Supreme Court grants special leave to appeal.
(c) Criminal Cases:
On the judgment of a High Court on criminal cases, appeal
can be made to the Supreme Court if the High Court –
(i) Has on appeal reversed an order of acquittal of an accused
person and sentenced him to death, or
(ii) Has withdrawn for trial before itself the cases from any
Court subordinate to its authority and in such trial convicted
the accused person and sentenced him to death, or

(iii) Certifies that the case is a fit one for an appeal to the
Supreme Court subject to such provision contained in the
rules made by the Supreme Court in that behalf.
Even in the absence of all these conditions the Supreme
Court may grant special leave to appeal to any case decided
by the High Court. Article 136 of the Constitution confers
discretionary powers on the Supreme Court to grant special
leave to appeal from any decision of any Court or Tribunal
in the country other than a Court Martial.
Advisory Jurisdiction:
Besides the original and appellate jurisdictions enjoyed
by the Supreme Court, it has also advisory jurisdiction on
matters of constitutional importance.
The Supreme Court as a Court of Record:
Besides the original, appellate and advisory jurisdiction, the
Supreme Court of India possesses a few more powers. Article 129
of the Constitution makes the Supreme Court a Court of Record.
The Court of Record in popular sense means a superior
Court whose decisions and judicial proceedings have
evidential value and cannot be questioned by any other
subordinate Court. Further, the Supreme Court has power to
punish individuals for its contempt.
The Supreme Court as the Guardian of the Constitution:
The Supreme Court acts as the guardian of the Constitution
in India. In a Federal State, the Constitution is supreme law
of the land and the judiciary is usually vested with power to
protect the constitutional provisions.
The Supreme Court and Public Interest Litigation:
The role of the Supreme Court of India has been further
widened due to emergence of the idea of public interest
litigation. Under the principle of public interest litigation,
the petition can be filed in the court not only by the aggrieved
party but by any conscious person or organisation to seek
relief on behalf of the aggrieved party.
Miscellaneous Functions:
Besides the above functions, the Supreme Court of India
also performs certain other functions. As per Article
138 of the Constitution, the Parliament is empowered
to extend by law the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
with respect to any of the matters included in the Union
List and with respect to any matter as the Government of
India and the Government of any State may by special
agreement confer.
Important Articles related to Supreme Court of India
Article 124: Establishment and Constitution of Supreme
Court.
Article 126: Appointment of acting Chief Justice.
Article 131: Original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.
Article 134: Appellate jurisdiction of Supreme Court in
regard to criminal matters.
Article 139: Conferment on the Supreme Court of powers
to issue certain writs.
Article 143: Power of President to consult Supreme Court.

Turkey is going to extend its state of emergency for the sixth time.
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In context of the recently
launched scheme 'DARPAN'.
'R' stands for?
(1) Rural		
(2) Rakhine		
(3) Reverse		
(4) Rejuvination
(5) None of these
Which ministry has launched
a new program SAMEEP?
(1) Ministry of Science and
Technology
(2) Ministry of Home Affairs
(3) Ministry of External Affairs
(4) Ministry of Finance
(5) None of these
What is the objective of
program SAMEEP?
(1) To Foster India's foreign
exchange
(2) Providing Finance to NRI's
(3) to get the common student
to take an interest in
India's foreign policy
(4) All of the above
(5) None of these
Who is the nodal agency for
implementation of the Ganga
Gram Project?
(1) Ministry of Home Affairs
(2) Ministry of Rural
Development
(3) Ministry of Science and
Technology
(4) Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation
(5) None of these
Consider
the
following
statements:
(A)e-HRMS
is launched
during the observance of
Good Governance Day
(B) 25 applications of 5
modules of the system
was also launched
(C) It will provide HR analytics
for the Government
Choose the correct statement(s)
from the given options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B		
MICA MARCH 2018

Q.6.

Q.7.

Q.8.

Q.9.

Q.10.

(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
Union Cabinet approved
_________ per cent foreign
investment in single brand
retail trading (SBRT) and
construction development.
(1) 100
(2) 80
(3) 90
(4) 85
(5) 95
Consider
the
following
statements:
(A)Atal Innovation Mission
(AIM), selected additional
1500
Schools
for
establishment of Atal
Tinkering Labs (ATLs)
(B) It offers innovation play
workspaces for students
between Grade VI to
Grade X
(C) It is a Government of
India’s flagship program
Choose
the
incorrect
statement(s) from the given
options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
Which Union minister has
recently launched Livestock
Disease
Forewarning
–
Mobile App?
(1) Radha Mohan Singh
(2) Dr. Harsh vardhan
(3) Santosh Gangwar
(4) Harsimrat kaur Badal
(5) None of these
Fiber Grid Project was
recently inaugurated by the
President of India. It is related
with_?
(1) Photo volatile cells
(2) Solar power plant
(3) High speed internet
(4) Electricity production
(5) None of these
In context to recently
launched NARI scheme.
What does 'R' stands for in
'NARI'?

Q.11.

Q.12.

Q.13.

Q.14.

Q.15.

(1) Reproduction
(2) Resolution		
(3) Revolution		
(4) Repository		
(5) None of these
'NARI' portal is related with:
(1) women Safety
(2) women harassment
(3) women empowerment
(4) All of the above
(5) None of these
Consider
the
following
statements:
(A)Ministry of Shipping has
exempted the requirement
of biometric enrolment
(B) The exemption is for the
period of three years
(C) Its purpose is to promote
cruise tourism
Choose
the
correct
statement(s) from the given
options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
Which among the following
portal has been launched by
government for connecting
breeders and farmers of
indigenous breeds.
(1) e-Pashudhan Haat
(2) e-Pashu		
(3) e-animals		
(4) e-Pashu Haat
(5) None of these
In which among the following
city, establishment of new
AIIMS has been approved by
the government recently?
(1) Gorakhpur (2) Jodhpur
(3) Amethi
(4) Bilaspur
(5) Kanpur
Consider
the
following
statements:
(A)new AIIMS will serve
the purpose of providing
super specialty health care
to the population only.
(B) It is created under National
Health Mission (NHM).

Iran has warned the world of a possible withdrawal of the US from the 2015 nuclear deal.
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Q.16.

Q.17.

Q.18.

Q.19.

(C) Two AIIMS have been
sanctioned at Bathinda
and Gorakhpur in 2016
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
from the given options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
With which country India
has signed MoU to improve
Public Transport in India?
(1) USA
(2) UK
(3) China
(4) Russia
(5) None of these
With which among the
following bank (s) Air India
has tied up to acquiring three
Boeing 777 aircraft?
(A) Standard Chartered Bank
(B) First Abu Dhabi Bank
(C) Mashreq Bank
Choose
the
correct
statement(s) from the given
options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
Zojila pass is located in which
state?
(1) Jammu & Kashmir
(2) Himachal Pradesh
(3) Sikkim		
(4) Meghalaya		
(5) None of these
Consider
the
following
statements about Zojila Pass
tunnel:
(A)It will be Asia's longest
bi-directional Pass tunnel
(B) It will reduce the travel
time between Srinagar
and Leh
(C) The travel time will be
reduced from 3.5 hours to
15 minutes
Choose the correct statement(s)
from the given options:
(1) Only A		

Q.20.

Q.21.

Q.22.

Q.23.

Q.24.

(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
In which among the following
country
ASEAN
India
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas was
held recently?
(1) Singapore (2) Malaysia
(3) Thailand (4) Vietnam
(5) Nepal
The Theme of Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas (PBD) 2018 is (1) New Route, New Journey
(2) Ancient Route, Ancient
Journey
(3) Ancient Route, New Journey
(4) Old Route, New Journey
(5) None of these
Which among the following
ministry does not signed
MoU for joint funding of
Technology Mission for
Indian Railways (TMIR)?
(A)Ministry
of
Human
Resource Development
(B) Ministry of Science &
Technology
(C) Ministry of Electronics
and Information and
Technology
Choose the correct statement(s)
from the given options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
Which of the following
ministry has proposed rolling
out of e-Sansad and e-Vidhan
in State Legislatures?
(1) Ministry of Home Affairs
(2) Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs
(3) Ministry of Human Resource
and Development
(4) Ministry of Communication
(5) None of these
In which City 18th All India
Whips’ Conference was held
recently?

Q.25.

Q.26.

Q.27.

Q.28.

Q.29.

The Supreme Court of India ruled that child's rights are sacred, cannot be bartered by orphanage in-charges.

(1) Udaipur (2) Gurugram
(3) Hyderabad (4) New Delhi
(5) Lucknow
What is the main objective of
e-Sansad and e-Vidhan?
(1) To make the functioning
of Parliament and State
Legislatures paperless
(2) To start a YouTube channel
for live proceeding of
Parliament
(3) To make parliament
environment friendly
(4) All of the above
(5) None of these
How many digits are there in
Adhaar Number?
(1) 14 Digits (2) 15 Digits
(3) 12 Digits (4) 11 Digits
(5) None of these
How many digits would be
there in virtual ID number?
(1) 12 Digits (2) 14 Digits
(3) 18 Digits (4) 16 Digits
(5) None of these
Who has introduced the
concept of limited KYC?
(1) RBI		
(2) UIDAI		
(3) SIDBI		
(4) Ministry of Finance
(5) None of these
Consider
the
following
statements:
(A)SFOORTI application is
launched by Ministry of
Railways
(B) Movement of freight trains
on Geographic Information
System (GIS) view can be
tracked through this.
(C) It will provides a Bird’s
eye view of all Freight
Assets in a single window
Choose
the
correct
statement(s) from the given
options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
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Kerala government and fertilizer
major FACT signed an MoU for
setting up petrochemical park in
which city?
(1) Kollam (2) Kochi
(3) Palakkad (4) Kannur
(5) None of these
Who has inaugurated the new
stretch of Metro line in New
Delhi?
(1) Narendra Modi
(2) Ram Nath Kovind
(3) Rajnath singh
(4) Harsimrat Kaur Badal
(5) None of these
The recently inaugurated new
stretch of Metro line in New
Delhi connects which two
stations?
(1) Botanical Garden and
Rajiv Chawk
(2) Dwarka and Chandni
Chawk
(3) Botanical Garden and
Kalkaji Mandir
(4) Dwarka and Rajiv Chawk
(5) None of these
In which among the following
cities metro train facility is
not present?
(A) Hyderabad
(B) Kochi
(C) Lucknow
(D) Allahabad
(E) Chhatisgarh
Choose
the
correct
statement(s) from the given
options:
(1) Only A, B & C
(2) Only B & C
(3) Only D & E
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
First Ever Broad Gauge Airconditioned AC EMU has
been introduced in which city
recently?
(1) Kanpur (2) New Delhi
(3) Mumbai (4) Hyderabad
(5) None of these
Which among the following
area are included in the
MICA MARCH 2018

Q.36.

Q.37.

Q.38.

Q.39.

recently signed Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
between India and South
Korea?
(A) tourism
(B) skill development
(C) culture
(D) farming
Choose the correct statement(s)
from the given options:
(1) Only A & B
(2) Only B & C
(3) Only A & D
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
Who has inaugurated the
International Conference of
PIO Parliamentarians in New
Delhi?
(1) Arvind Kejriwal
(2) Anil Baijal		
(3) Venkaiah Naidu
(4) Ram Nath Kovind
(5) Narendra Modi
Who is the governor of
Assam?
(1) Jagdish Mukhi
(2) Banwarilal purohit
(3) Sarbananda Sonowal
(4) Kiran Bedi		
(5) None of these
Consider
the
following
statements:
(A)Assam recently launched
skill development training
centers across the state
(B) It is organised by the
Department of Skill,
Employment and
Entrepreneurship
(C) The centres would impart
training to around 10000
of the state’s youth
Choose
the
correct
statement(s) from the given
options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
India’s second largest rooftop
solar power plant has been

Q.40.

Q.41.

Q.42.

Q.43.

commissioned in which
state?
(1) Uttar Pradesh
(2) Rajasthan		
(3) Madhya Pradesh
(4) Maharashtra
(5) None of these
Consider
the
following
statements:
(A)India’s largest rooftop solar
plant was commissioned
in Amritsar.
(B) It produces more than
200 lakh units of power
annually
(C) India is planning to
have 40 GW of rooftop
photovoltaics (PV) by 2022.
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
from the given options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
Where is the headquarter of
Gas (India) Limited (GAIL)
is located?
(1) Guwahati		
(2) Ahmedabad
(3) Mumbai		
(4) New Delhi		
(5) None of these
Which state has become the
second state in the Northeast
to
be
declared
Open
Defecation Free?
(1) Meghalaya
(2) Arunachal Pradesh
(3) Sikkim		
(4) Mizoram		
(5) Nagaland
Consider
the
following
statements:
(A)Arunachal Pradesh govt.
has launched Swachh
Arunachal Mission.
(B) The mission was launched
on 2 October 2017
(C) It aims at ensuring
sustainability of assets
created
under
SBM
(Gramin)

The Union cabinet has approved an agreement between India and Myanmar on land border crossing.
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Q.44.

Q.45.

Q.46.

Q.47.

Q.48.

Choose
the
correct
statement(s) from the given
options:
(1) Only A 		
(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
In context of FAME India
Scheme, what does 'F' stands
for?
(1) Famous (2) Faster
(3) Foster
(4) Fragile
(5) None of these
Consider
the
following
statements:
(A)FAME India scheme was
launched in 2015
(B) It was launched under the
National Electric Mobility
Mission (NEMM)
(C) It aims at promoting ecofriendly vehicles in the
country
Choose
the
incorrect
statement(s) from the given
options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B		
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
The
NABARD
has
sanctioned___ crore loan to
Odisha
(1) Rs 372.51 (2) Rs 375.51
(3) Rs 377.51 (4) Rs 371.51
(5) None of these
Which state government is
going to form an education
board
for
non-English
medium schools?
(1) Karnataka		
(2) Telangana		
(3) Maharashtra
(4) Uttar Pradesh
(5) None of the above
Who has been appointed
as the coach of the Delhi
Daredevils franchise for the
upcoming IPL 2018?
(1) Rahul Dravid
(2) Saurav Ganguly

Q.49.

Q.50.

Q.51.

Q.52.

Q.53.

Q.54.

Q.55.

(3) Ricky Ponting
(4) Wasim Akram
(5) None of these
Scientists have observed less
ozone depletion for the first
time due to ban on which of
the following things?
(1) Plastic
(2) Chlorine
(3) Biogas
(4) Pet Coke
(5) Helium
Who became the first AfricanAmerican to win 75th Golden
Globe Award for best actor in
a drama television series?
(1) Sterling K Brown
(2) Will Smith		
(3) Ewan McGregor
(4) Alexander Skarsgard
(5) None of these
Which state government has
banned the use of electronic
cigarettes?
(1) Uttar Pradesh
(2) Madhya Pradesh
(3) Bihar 		
(4) Jharkhand 		
(5) None of these
A new frog species Odorrana
arunachalensis has been
discovered in which state?
(1) Meghalaya
(2) Arunachal Pradesh
(3) Mizoram		
(4) Sikkim		
(5) None of these
The World Hindi Day (WHD)
is observed every year on
which date?
(1) 9 January		
(2) 10 January
(3) 11 January
(4) 12 January
(5) 13 January
With
the
launch
of
PSLV-C40, India has in total
launched how many of its
own satellites till date?
(1) 99
(2) 100
(3) 101
(4) 102
(5) 103
US has announced to
withdrew itself from which
agreement recently?

Q.56.

Q.57.

Q.58.

Q.59.

Q.60.

This nation-wide cleanliness survey Swachh Survekshan was launched across India.

(1) UN’s refugee and migrant
pact
(2) Wassenar agreement
(3) 2015 Nuclear Deal
(4) Kyoto Protocol
(5) Paris Climate Deal
Union Cabinet recently
approved the establishment
of new AIIMS in Bilaspur
(Himachal Pradesh). The cost
of this project is______.
(1) Rs.1352 crore
(2) Rs.1354 crore
(3) Rs.1353 crore
(4) Rs.1351 crore
(5) Rs.1355 crore
Which Country’s Navy has
successfully test-fired the
'Harba' Naval cruise missile?
(1) Russia		
(2) China		
(3) Afghanistan
(4) USA		
(5) Pakistan
According
to
Tourism
Australia, which Country
has emerged as the fastest
growing
market
for
Australian tourism?
(1) India		
(2) China		
(3) Russia 		
(4) Japan 		
(5) USA
Andhra Pradesh Grameena
Vikas Bank (APGVB) has
Introduced Desktop ATM in
Rural India. It is sponsored
by which Bank?
(1) HDFC		
(2) UCO Bank		
(3) Allahabad Bank
(4) Dena Bank		
(5) SBI
What is the Name of Pakistan
Air Force Ex-chief and
veteran politician who has
passed away recently?
(1) Asghar Khan
(2) Sohail Aman
(3) Kaleem Saadat
(4) Jamal Khan
(5) Abbas Khattak
MARCH 2018 MICA

81

Que TM
Q.61.

Q.62.

Q.63.

Q.64.

Q.65.

Q.66.

82

GENERAL AWARENESS

Telangana Industrial Health
Clinic Ltd (TIHCL) has got RBI
approval to function as a nonbanking
finance company
(NBFC). Headquarters of
TIHCL is in ________.
(1) Hyderabad		
(2) Karimnagar
(3) Nizamabad
(4) Warangal		
(5) Ramagundam
Who has won the WTA
Auckland Classic title by
defeating Caroline Wozniack?
(1) Serena Williams
(2) Alicia Molik
(3) Sania Mirza
(4) Li Ting		
(5) Julia Goerges
Which State has become the
first State in India to launch
High Risk Pregnancy (HRP)
Portal which helps in early
identification of high-risk
pregnant cases?
(1) Uttar Pradesh
(2) Madhya Pradesh
(3) Haryana		
(4) Odisha		
(5) Karnataka
What is Name of Indian
origin actor who has been
awarded with the Best Actor
in Golden Globes
awards?
(1) Rahul Singh
(2) Dev Patel		
(3) Siddharth Sharma
(4) Aziz Ansari
(5) Jatin Verma
Which Temple has been
named the cleanest iconic
place in India under the
'Swachhata
Hi
Seva'
Programme?
(1) Meenakshi Temple
(2) Golden Temple
(3) Tirupathi temple
(4) Vaishno Devi temple
(5) Taj Mahal
Which state has won the
'Best Tourism State' national
award?
(1) Bihar		
MICA MARCH 2018

Q.67.

Q.68.

Q.69.

Q.70.

Q.71.

Q.72.

(2) UP		
(3) Karnataka		
(4) Madhya Pradesh
(5) Maharashtra
Who has been chosen for the
prestigious Pandit Bhimsen
Joshi award?
(1) Ram Narayan
(2) Manik Bhide
(3) Gopal Krishnan
(4) Raghuveer Das
(5) Jyoti Gupta
Who
has
topped
the
prestigious Foreign Policy
magazines 50 Leading Global
Thinkers list?
(1) Kamala Harris
(2) Nikki Haley
(3) Moon Jae-in
(4) Hasan Minhaj
(5) Emmanuel Macron
Which Union Territory has
become a new associate
member of BCCI?
(1) Puducherry
(2) Lakshadweep
(3) Daman and Diu
(4) Chandigarh
(5) Delhi
Which Bank has tied up with
Samsung Pay through which
card holders will be able to
pay using smartphones at
merchant establishments?
(1) Dena Bank		
(2) Kotak Mahindra Bank
(3) Punjab National Bank
(4) Yes Bank		
(5) HDFC
Who will be awarded a D
Lit degree from the National
Institute
of Technology
(NIT), Agartala?
(1) Saina Nehwal
(2) Sania Mirza
(3) P. V. Sindhu
(4) Dipa Karmakar
(5) Srikanth Kidambi
According to global financial
services
major
Morgan
Stanley, India's GDP growth
rate will rise to _______in
2018.

Q.73.

Q.74.

Q.75.

Q.76.

Q.77.

Q.78.

(1) 7.3%
(2) 7.4%
(3) 7.5%
(4) 7.2%
(5) 7.1%
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology
(IITM)
is
situated in?
(1) Pune
(2) New Delhi
(3) Gurugram (4) Banglore
(5) Mumbai
World Bank has estimated
India’s GDP Growth Rate to
_________during the current
fiscal year.
(1) 6.4%
(2) 6.3%
(3) 6.4%
(4) 6.8%
(5) 6.7%
Who has won the Kolkata
Open International Invitation
Snooker Championship?
(1) Aditya Mehta
(2) Pankaj Advani
(3) Geet Sethi		
(4) Subhash Agarwal
(5) Manan Chandra
Which ministry has launched
a Regional Project to Tackle
Stubble Burning?
(1) Ministry of Environment
(2) Ministry of Science and
Technology
(3) Ministry of Rural
Development
(4) All of these
(5) None of these
A high-level task force has
formulated the 12 point draft
‘Air Action Plan-Abatement
of Air Pollution in the Delhi
NCR'. Who will head this
task force?
(1) Vinayak singh
(2) Sarabhai Patel
(3) Jitendra Mishra
(4) Nripendra Misra
(5) None of these
Consider
the
following
statements:
(A)a new species of blind fish
has been discovered in
Mizoram
(B) It is found inside a cave in
East Jaintia Hills

Egypt has extended its nationwide state of emergency by another three months.
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Q.79.

Q.80.

Q.81.

Q.82.

Q.83.

Q.84.

(C) It is blind because of
perpetual darkness inside
the cave.
Choose
the
correct
statement(s) from the given
options:
(1) Only A		
(2) Only B & C
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of the above
World Health Organization
(WHO) can keep the ____in
the category of mental illness.
(1) Mobile addiction
(2) Excessive silent nature
(3) Gaming disorder
(4) Nail biting
(5) None of these
'Proxima Centauri B' is a:
(1) Exo planet		
(2) Proto planet
(3) Star		
(4) Planet		
(5) None of these
Who has won ICC Women's
ODI Team of the Year award?
(1) England Cricket Team
(2) Australia Cricket Team
(3) New Zealand Cricket Team
(4) Indian Cricket Team
(5) West Indies Cricket Team
Who has bagged a gold
medal National Shooting
Championship Competition ?
(1) Anjum Moudgil
(2) Manu Bhaker
(3) Anish Bhanwala
(4) Abhishek Arya
(5) Jitu Rai
Who has won silver medal
in
Galym Zharylgapov
Boxing Tournament held
in Kazakhstan ?
(1) Satish Kumar
(2) K Shyam Kumar
(3) Manish Kaushik
(4) Naman Tanwar
(5) Mandeep Jangra
Who has won World Rapid
Chess Championship held in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia ?
(1) Vladimir Fedoseev

Q.85.

Q.86.

Q.87.

Q.88.

Q.89.

Q.90.

Q.91.

(2) Harika Dronavalli
(3) Viswanathan Anand
(4) Abhijeet Gupta
(5) Krishnan Sasikiran
Shiv Kapoor is associated
with which sport -----(1) Boxing
(2) Football
(3) Cricket
(4) Golf
(5) Table Tennis
Name the first batsman who
has scored three hundreds in
T20 international matches ?
(1) Virat Kohli
(2) Joe Root		
(3) Colin Munro
(4) Alastair Cook
(5) Steve Smith
Name the India's highestranked player in the latest
International Table Tennis
Federation (ITTF) rankings?
(1) Mouma Das
(2) G Sathiyan		
(3) Sharath Kamal
(4) Manika Batra
(5) Neha Agrawal
Name the player who has
won an international bronze
medal in Skiing?
(1) Michela Figni
(2) Aanchal Thakur
(3) Karen Percy
(4) Lindsey Vonn
(5) Picabo Street
Which Chinese Athletic
player has been banned for
eight years after failing a
drugs test?
(1) Liu Xiang (2) Lin Dan
(3) Wang Jiali (4) Sun Yang
(5) Yao Ming
India has been signed an
agreement on automatic
sharing of tax- related
information with an aim to
combat black money?
(1) England		
(2) Australia		
(3) Switzerland
(4) Germany		
(5) Hungary
Which state government top
in GST tax collection in first

Q.92.

Q.93.

Q.94.

Q.95.

Q.96.

Q.97.

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change launched the pilot project ‘Blue Flag’ for
cleanliness of beaches.

five months since the rollout
of the GST tax regime?
(1) Gujrat		
(2) Rajasthan		
(3) Maharashtra
(4) Tamil Nadu
(5) Kerala
Government
of
Tamil
Nadu has been signed a
loan agreement with which
international
organization
for Tamil Nadu Irrigated
Agriculture Modernization
Project ?
(1) ADB
(2) AIIB
(3) NDB
(4) World Bank
(5) IMF
Which Organization has
been
launched ‘Udyami
Mitra’ portal to improve the
accessibility of Credit ?
(1) EXIM
(2) SIDBI
(3) NABARD (4) SPMCIL
(5) BRBNMPL
With which international
organization U.P. government
has been signed a loan
agreement for “U.P. ProPoor Tourism Development
Project” ?
(1) ADB
(2) AIIB
(3) NDB
(4) World Bank
(5) IMF
Which public sector bank
has been published electoral
bonds ?
(1) PNB
(2) SBI
(3) IDBI
(4) BOI
(5) CBI
Who has approved mandatory
packaging of food grains in
Jute Materials ?
(1) FIPB
(2) DAERA
(3) CCEA
(4) CBEC
(5) SBTE
RBI has decided
a new
interest rate for their
Government saving bonds is---(1) 8%
(2) 7.5%
(3) 7.75%
(4) 6.5%
(5) 7.6%
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Q.98.

What is the dimension of new
10 Rs. banknote that has
been issued by RBI ?
(1) 63mm x 133mm
(2) 63mm x 128 mm
(3) 63mm x 127mm
(4) 63 mm x 123 mm
(5) 63mm x 124mm
Q.99. RBI has imposed Prompt
Corrective Action on which
public sector bank recently ?
(1) State Bank of India
(2) Bank Of Baroda
(3) Punjab & Sindh Bank
(4) Punjab National Bank
(5) Allahabad Bank
Q.100. Considered the statements:
(A)Payment
banks can
accept deposit, which
is currently limited to 1
lakh.
(B) Payment banks cannot
issue loans and credit
cards.
(C) Payment
banks
are
registered under Banking
Regulation Act 1949.
(D)Current account and
savings accounts can be
operated by such banks.
Which of the statements
given above is/are true ?
(1) Only D 		
(2) Both A & B
(3) Only C		
(4) All of the above
(5) None of these
Q.101. Paytm Payments Bank has
partnered with which private
sector bank in India ?
(1) Axis Bank		
(2) IndusInd Bank
(3) HDFC		
(4) Kotak Mahindra Bank
(5) ICICI
Q.102. Considered the statements:
(A)GDP
estimates
are
commonly
used
to
determine the economic
performance of a whole
country.
(B) Gross domestic product
is a monetary measure of

84

MICA MARCH 2018

Q.103.

Q.104.

Q.105.

Q.106.

the market value of all
final goods and services
in a financial year.
(C) In India, GDP are
estimated by the method
of production & income
approach.
(D)India’s GDP pegged at
7.3% in 2018-19 World
Bank.
Which of the statements
given above is/are true?
(1) Only C		
(2) Only D		
(3) Both A & B
(4) All of the above
(5) None of these
Who has been appointed
as the coach of the Delhi
Daredevils franchise for the
upcoming IPL 2018 in India?
(1) Steve Smith
(2) Ricky Ponting
(3) David Warner
(4) Glenn Maxwell
(5) Metchell Marsh
Which state has banned the
use of electronic cigarettes?
(1) Uttar Pradesh
(2) Sikkim		
(3) Uttrakhand
(4) Bihar 		
(5) Jharkhand
India signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with which Country that will
focus on socio-economic
development and livelihood
initiatives in the Rakhine
State?
(1) Austria		
(2) Myanmar		
(3) Malaysia		
(4) Afghanistan
(5) Japan
Considered the statements:
(A)Nuclear power plant or
nuclear power station is a
thermal power station in
which the heat source is a
nuclear reactor.
(B) Russia
signed
an
agreement with Sudan

Q.107.

Q.108.

Q.109.

Q.110.

to build a nuclear power
plant in the nation.
(C) Development of nuclear
technology will allow any
country to deal with its
energy security problem
Which of the statements
given above is/are true?
(1) Only B		
(2) Only A		
(3) Both A & C
(4) All of the above
(5) None of these
Which country has been
launched a land exploration
satellite into a preset orbit for
remote sensing operations?
(1) Singapore		
(2) Malaysia		
(3) Japan		
(4) South Korea
(5) China
Which arabic nation has
introduced VAT
system
recently along with United
Arab Emirates (UAE)?
(1) Oman		
(2) Jaddah		
(3) Saudi Arabia
(4) Kuwait		
(5) Riyat
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has been signed MoU between
India and ------on Cooperation
in the field of Information
Communication Technology
and Electronics (ICT&E)?
(1) Switzerland
(2) Belgium		
(3) Bulgaria		
(4) Greece 		
(5) France
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has approved the Agreement
between India and ---------on Land Border Crossing,
will facilitate regulation and
harmonization of already
existing free movement rights
for people ordinarily residing
in the border areas ?
(1) Brazil
(2) China
(3) Nepal
(4) Myanmar
(5) Srilanka

Ricky Ponting has been appointed as the coach of the Delhi Daredevils franchise for the
upcoming IPL 2018.
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Q.111. Who has been appointed as
General Manager of the BCCI?
(1) MV Sridhar
(2) Saba Karim
(3) Vinod Rai		
(4) Anurag Thakur
(5) Vinod Rai
Q.112. Who has been appointed as
Director General of National
Cadet Corps?
(1) Lt Gen Praveen Sinha
(2) Lt Gen Vinod Vashisht
(3) Lt Gen A Chakravarty
(4) Lt Gen B.S.Sahrawat
(5) Lt Gen A. Chakraborty
Q.113. Name the person, whom has
been appointed as the head
of Indian Council of Cultural
Relations (ICCR)?
(1) Lokesh Chandra
(2) Vinay Sahasrabuddhe
(3) Riva Ganguly Das
(4) Rajiv Kumar
(5) Subhash Kashyap
Q.114. Who has been appointed
as the Foreign Secretary of
India?
(1) Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
(2) Sujatha Singh
(3) Nirupama Rao
(4) Vijay Keshav Gokhale
(5) Arun Kumar Singh
Q.115. Name the person, whom
has been was appointed as
the new Deputy National
Security Adviser (NSA)?
(1) Brajesh Mishra
(2) Arvind Gupta
(3) Rajinder Khanna
(4) Ajit Doval
(5) Pradeep Kumar Sinha
Q.116. Who took oath as the new
Chief Minister of Gujarat?
(1) Saurabh Patel
(2) Bhupendrasinh Chudasama
(3) Vestabhai Vasava
(4) Vibhavari Dave
(5) Vijay Rupani
Q.117. Who took oath as the new
chief minister of Himachal ?
(1) Jai Ram Thakur
(2) Rajeev Bindal
(3) Gulab Singh Thakur

Q.118.

Q.119.

Q.120.

Q.121.

Q.122.

Q.123.

(4) Satpal Singh Satti
(5) Acharya Dev
Indian
Space
Research
Organisation (ISRO) has
appointed K.Sivan as the -------(1) Scientists Engineer
(2) Chairman		
(3) Managing Director
(4) Deputy Chairman
(5) Chief Head
Who has been appointed
as the Managing Director
(MD) and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of the National
Payments Corporation of
India (NPCI ?
(1) M.Balachandran
(2) Rajneesh Kumar
(3) B.Sabamurthy
(4) Dilip Asbe
(5) Vijay Gokhale
Partha Mukhopadhyay had
died recently, he was related
to------(1) Politian (2) Novelist
(3) Actor
(4) Musician
(5) None of these
Who has been awarded
with
Sahitya
Akademi
Awards for Sanskrit novel
“Gangaputravadanam”?
(1) Mamang Dai
(2) Ramesh Kuntal Megh
(3) Jagdish Lachhani
(4) Niranjan Mishra
(5) Rajen Toijamba
Who has been
honoured
with the People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals'
(PETA) 2017 Person of the
Year Award?
(1) Dia Mirza		
(2) Anushka Sharma
(3) John Abrahim
(4) Aditi Govarikar
(5) Milan Soman
Which
Indian
Premier
Container Port has won the
‘Samudra Manthan - Caring
Organisation of the Year’
award?
(1) Kandla Port
(2) Nhava Sheva

Q.124.

Q.125.

Q.126.

Q.127.

Q.128.

Q.129.

(3) Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust
(4) Marmagao Port
(5) Panambur Port
Which has been awarded as
best central bank governor in
Asia-Pacific for 2018?
(1) Central bank of Armenia
(2) Bank of Thailand
(3) Reserve bank of Australia
(4) Monetary Authority of
Singapore		
(5) Central bank of the
Republic of Turkey
Who has been honored with
the first Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed Award for his Probity
in Politics and Public Life?
(1) Sushil Kumar Modi
(2) N.N. Vohra
(3) Meghnad Desai
(4) Krishna Sinha
(5) Nitish Kumar
Who has won Broadway
World India Awards 2017 for
Best Ensemble Cast ?
(1) Feroze Abbas Khan
(2) Vidushi Mehra
(3) Shapoorji Pallonji
(4) Neena Wagh
(5) Mayuri Upadhyay
Anwar Jalalpuri who died
recently , belongs to which
field -------------(1) Musician (2) Politian
(3) Poet
(4) Writer
(5) None of these
Legendary astronaut ---------who walked on the Moon and
also has commanded the first
space shuttle flight, whom
has died recently ?
(1) Buzz Aldrin
(2) John Young
(3) John Glenn
(4) Alan Shepard
(5) Jim Lovell
In
which
international
organization Peter Sutherland
belongs, whom has died
recently ?
(1) WHO
(2) IMF
(3) AIIB
(4) ADB
(5) WTO

Anwar Jalalpuri, who translated the Bhagwad Geeta into Urdu, passed away at the age of 71 on
2 January 2018.
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Q.130. Shrivallabh Vyas belongs to
which field ?
(1) Politian (2) Novelist
(3) Actor
(4) Musician
(5) None of these
Q.131. Regional Conference on
'Good
Governance
and
Replication of Best Practices'
held in which state in India?
(1) Telangana		
(2) Sikkim		
(3) Guwahati		
(4) Andra Pradesh
(5) Haryana
Q.132. Good governance day was
observed on which date in
India?		
(1) 26 november
(2) 26 december
(3) 12 July		
(4) 19 August
(5) 7 september
Q.133. Which place has been chosen
as the host venue for the 2022
Commonwealth Games?
(1) South Korea
(2) Japan		
(3) Malaysia		
(4) France		
(5) England
Q.134. Who has appointed as
new executive director of
UNICEF?
(1) Vishakha Desai
(2) Henrietta H Fore
(3) Antony Lake
(4) Maurice Pate
(5) None of these
Q.135. Who has been named Globe
Soccer’s Best Player for the
second year in a row?
(1) Neymer		
(2) Lionel Messi
(3) Harry Krane
(4) Cristiano Ronaldo
(5) Toni Kroos
Q.136. Who has been selected for
Moortidevi Award 2017?
(1) Arvind Krishna
(2) Vikram Seth
(3) Jayanta Mahapatra
(4) Joy Goswami
(5) Jeet Thayal
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Q.137. Who has been honored
with 2017 National Design
Award?
(1) G Satheesh Reddy
(2) George Calay
(3) Satish Dhawan
(4) Kelly Johnson
(5) None of these
Q.138. Losar Festival celebrations
were organised at which
place in India ?
(1) Sikkim		
(2) Himachal Pradesh
(3) Ladakh		
(4) New Delhi		
(5) Andra Pradesh
Q.139. World Minorities Rights Day
is celebrated every year on
which date?
(1) 10 september
(2) 21 June		
(3) 13 July		
(4) 18 December
(5) 17 october
Q.140. Who has been
resigned
from the Chairman post of
National Green Tribunal?
(1) Deepak Mishra
(2) Sudhi Ranjan Das
(3) Swatanter Kumar
(4) Ajit Nath Ray
(5) Jagdish Sharan Verma
Q.141. International
Human
Solidarity Day is celebrated
every year on which date ?
(1) 12 June		
(2) 20 December
(3) 9 June		
(4) 8 march 		
(5) 26 November
Q.142. Which state government has
approved the setting up of
‘cow protection committees?
(1) Bihar 		
(2) Uttar Pradesh
(3) Haryana		
(4) Rajasthan
(5) Gujrat
Q.143. India has signed a MoU with
which country to develop
Rakhine state, to enable safe
return of Rohingya Muslims?
(1) China
(2) Japan

Q.144.

Q.145.

Q.146.

Q.147.

Q.148.

Q.149.

(3) Bulgaria (4) Myanmar
(5) France
Indian
army
conducted
a major exercise called
'Hamesha Vijayee' in?
(1) Rajasthan		
(2) Haryana		
(3) Punjab		
(4) West Bengal
(5) Gujrat
India has signed a financial
agreement for a skill
strengthening project with?
(1) ADB		
(2) AIIB		
(3) IMF		
(4) World Bank
(5) NDB
Who has been appointed
as the acting chairperson
of National Green Tribunal
(NGT)?
(1) Jagdish Singh Khehar
(2) U D Salvi		
(3) Ajit Nath Ray
(4) Jagdish Sharan Verma
(5) None of these
Who has been selected for
both ICC Women's ODI
Cricket Team of the Year
and ICC Women's T20
International Cricket Team of
the Year?
(1) Mithali Raj
(2) Harmanpreet Kaur
(3) Punam Raut
(4) Gouhar Sultana
(5) Ekta Bisht
The Union government has
imposed ---------import duty
on Chana, Masoor?
(1) 35%
(2) 30 %
(3) 28%
(4) 12%
(5) 18
Which state has been ranked
7th in most expensive office
locations list as per JLL India
Report 2017?
(1) Gujrat		
(2) Rajasthan		
(3) Delhi		
(4) Punjab		
(5) Madhya Pradesh

Income tax raids uncovered 65 crore rupees worth undisclosed income from hair exporter from
Karnataka.
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Q.150. Union Government recently
gave environmental clearance
for
Kaleshwaram
Lift
Irrigation Scheme in which
state in India ?
(1) Tamil Nadu
(2) Telangana		
(3) Gujrat		
(4) Jammu & Kashmir
(5) Rajasthan
Q.151. Which state has launched
a high-speed broadband
internet service as a part of its
initiatives under the Digital
India Programme?
(1) Jharkhand		
(2) Arunachal Pradesh
(3) Jammu & Kashmir
(4) Gujrat 		
(5) Haryana
Q.152. Which state launched a free
household power connection
scheme ‘Prakash hai to vikas
hai’?
(1) Gujrat		
(2) Madhya Pradesh
(3) Himachal Pradesh
(4) Odisha 		
(5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.153. Foreign airlines are allowed
to invest up to 49% under
approval route in Air India.
(1) 75%
(2) 100 %

Q.1.(1)
Q.11.(3)
Q.21.(3)
Q.31.(1)
Q.41.(4)
Q.51.(3)
Q.61.(1)
Q.71.(4)
Q.81.(4)
Q.91.(3)
Q.101.(2)
Q.111.(2)
Q.121.(4)
Q.131.(3)
Q.141.(2)
Q.151.(3)

Q.2.(3)
Q.12.(4)
Q.22.(3)
Q.32.(3)
Q.42.(2)
Q.52.(2)
Q.62.(5)
Q.72.(3)
Q.82.(2)
Q.92.(4)
Q.102.(4)
Q.112.(4)
Q.122.(2)
Q.132.(2)
Q.142.(2)
Q.152.(5)

Q.3.(3)
Q.13.(4)
Q.23.(2)
Q.33.(3)
Q.43.(4)
Q.53.(2)
Q.63.(3)
Q.73.(1)
Q.83.(3)
Q.93.(2)
Q.103.(2)
Q.113.(2)
Q.123.(3)
Q.133.(5)
Q.143.(4)
Q.153.(2)

Q.154.

Q.155.

Q.156.

Q.157.

Q.4.(4)
Q.14.(4)
Q.24.(1)
Q.34.(4)
Q.44.(2)
Q.54.(2)
Q.64.(4)
Q.74.(2)
Q.84.(3)
Q.94.(4)
Q.104.(4)
Q.114.(4)
Q.124.(4)
Q.134.(2)
Q.144.(1)
Q.154.(3)

(3) 50%
(4) 49%
(5) 80%
Which country has been
recently launched a land
exploration satellite for
remote sensing operations?
(1) North Korea
(2) Japan		
(3) China		
(4) Indonesia 		
(5) None of these
----------------- became the
first city to have its own logo?
(1)Mangalore		
(2) Bengaluru		
(3) Pondicherry
(4) Andra Pradesh
(5) Tamil Nadu
------------- has
won the
women's 25m pistol gold
with a new record at the
61st
National
Shooting
Championship Competitions?
(1) Jitu Rai		
(2) Abhinav Bindra
(3) Heena Sindhu
(4) Anisa Sayyed
(5) Gagan Narang
Who has been appointed
as the Director General of
Narcotics Control Bureau?
(1) Abhay		
(2) Anshul Sharma

(3) Melwyn Rego
(4) Sudhakar Rao
(5) None of these
Q.158. India and ---------------- has
been jointly launched the
second air cargo route linking
Kabul with Mumbai?
(1) Saudi Arabia
(2) Omman		
(3) Iraq		
(4) Iran 		
(5) Afghanistan
Q.159. President Ram Nath Kovind
has inaugurated a fiber grid
project aimed at expanding
high-speed internet facility in
which state in India ?
(1) Haryana		
(2) Andhra Pradesh
(3) Chattisgarh
(4) West Bengal
(5) None of these
Q.160. Which state government has
signed loan agreement of
USD 318 million with World
Bank for support in the
Climate Resilient Agriculture
technologies?
(1) Telangana		
(2) Madhya Pradesh
(3) Tamil Nadu
(4) Gujrat 		
(5) Assam
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GENERAL STUDY - I

Match List-I with List-II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists :
List -I			
List - II
A.
Al-Hilal		
1.
Madan Mohan Malviya
B.
National		
2.
Pheroze Shah Mehta
Herald
C.
Bombay		
3.
Jawahar Lal Nehru
Chronicle
D.
Leader		
4.
Abul Kalam Azad
Codes :
A
B		
C		 D
(a)
2
3		
4		 1
(b)
3
4		
1		 2
(c)
1
2		
3		 4
(d)
4
3		
2		 1
Q.2. Consider the following statements :
Assertion (A) : Congress boycotted the Simon
Commission.
Reason (R) : Not a single member of Simon
Commission was an Indian.
Select the correct answer using the code given below :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is true but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
Q.3. Which of the following pairs is not correctly
matched?
Wars				
Treaty
(a)
First Carnatic		
Treaty of Aixla 		
War				
Chapelle
(b)
Second Carnatic
Treaty of
War				
Pondicherry
(c)
First Anglo		
Treaty of Madras
Mysore War
(d)
Second Anglo		
Treaty of
Mysore War			
Srirangapatnam
Q.4. 'All India Kissan Sabha' was formed at
(a) Barabanki (1918 A.D.)
		(b) Allahabad (1928 A.D.)
(c) Lucknow (1936 A.D.)
(d) Patna (1937 A.D.)
Q.5. Consider the following events :
(1) Guruvayur Satyagraha
		(2) Vaikom Satyagraha
(3) Foundation of India's Independent Labour Party

Select the correct chronological order of above
events from the code given below:
Code:
(a) 1, 2, 3			
(b) 2, 1, 3
(c) 2, 3, 1			
(d) 3, 2, 1
Q.6. The cultivation of which of the following crops is
not mentioned in Ain-i-Akbari?
(a) Onion			
(b) Tomato
(c) Potato			
(d) Garlic
Q.7. Consider the following events:
1. Gandhi-Irwin Pact
2. Communal Award
3. Second Round Table Conference
4. Nehru Report
Arrange the above events in chronological order of
their occurrence and select the correct answer from
the code given below:
Code:
(a) 3, 2, 1, 4		
(b) 3, 1, 4, 2
(c) 4, 3, 2, 1		
(d) 4, 1, 3, 2
Q.8. Who among the following started the Public Works
Department in India?
(a) Lord William Bentinck
		(b) Lord Dalhousie
(c) Lord Wellesley
		(d) Lord Cornwallis
Q.9. The Governor General who annexed Sindh in British
India was
(a) Lord Auckland
(b) Lord Hastings
(c) Lord Ellenborough (d) Lord Dalhousie
Q.10. With reference to the reservation of seats for women
in Panchayati Raj Institutions, which of the following
statements is/are correct?
1. It is provided for in Art. 243 D(3) of the
constitution.
2. The reservation shall cease to have effect on the
expiration of the period specified in Art. 334.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below:
Code:
(a) 1 only			
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2		
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.11. The term of 5 years of a Panchayat commences from
(a) the date of election
		(b) the date of declaration of results
(c) the date appointed for its first meeting
(d) None of the above

With the growth in ties in 2017, - UK is laying the groundwork for building a new economic
partnership with India.
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Q.12. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly
matched?
Organisation				
Year of
						
Foundation (A.D.)
(a)
Indian National 		
1936
Association
(b)
Congress Socialist
1934
Party
(c)
All India Forward
1939
Bloc
(d)
All India States		
1927
People's Conference
Q.13. In which of the following States, Part IX of the
Constitution will not apply unless extended through
a resolution by the State Assembly concerned ?
1. Meghalaya		
2. Odisha
		3. Mizoram		
4. Nagaland
Select the correct answer from the code given below:
Code:
(a) 1, 2 and 3		
(b) 1, 3 and 4
(c) 2, 3 and 4		
(d) 1, 2 and 4
Q.14. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists :
			
List-I				 List-II
A. Right to Education		
1. 73rd Amendment
B. Nagar Panchayat		
2. 74th Amendment
C. Panchayat Raj Elections 3. 86th Amendment
D. Service Tax			
4. 88th Amendment
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
3
2
2
4
		(b)
4
1
2
3
(c)
4
2
1
3
		(d)
3
2
1
4
Q.15. The final authority to expound the Indian Constitution
is
(a) Supreme Court
(b) Prime Minister
(c) President		
(d) Parliament
Q.16. Under which Article of the Indian Constitution, the
Supreme Court has the power to review its own
judgement and order?
(a) Art, 135		
(b) Art, 136
(c) Art, 137		
(d) Art, 138
Q.17. Which of the following is not included in the
recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission?
(a) Active politicians should not be appointed as
Governor.
(b) Governor should be selected from a panel of
names given by the State Government.
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(c) Retiring Governors should be debarred from
accepting any office of profit.
(d) Any one belonging to the ruling party at the
Centre should not be appointed as Governor in
an opposition - ruled State.
Q.18. Consider the following statements :
1. The Seventh Schedule of the Constitution
distributes legislative powers between Union
and the States.
2. The Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution is
related to devolution of powers to Panchayats.
Select the correct statement/s from the code given
below:
(a) 1 only			
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2		
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.19. Which of the following statements about the Speaker
of the Lok Sabha is not correct?
(a) He has the power to summon the House even
after prorogation.
(b) He has the power to adjourn the House since die.
(c) He shall not vacate his office until immediately
before the first meeting of the new House after
the dissolution.
(d) He may resign his office by writing to the
Deputy Speaker.
Q.20. Which of the following pairs is not correctly
matched?
(a) Money Bill - Art. 110
(b) President's rule in States - Art. 356
(c) Judicial Review - Art. 243
		(d) Uniform Civil Code - Art. 44
Q.21. Who appoints the State Election Commissioner?
(a) President			
(b) Governor
(c) Chief Election Commissioner
(d) Chief Minister
Q.22. Consider the following statements:
Assertion (A) : The President is part of the
Parliament.
Reason (R) : A Bill passed by the Parliament cannot
become law without the assent of the President.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below:
Code:
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is true but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.

President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated a fiber grid project aimed at expanding high-speed
internet facility in Andhra Pradesh.
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Q.23. Consider the following statements:
Assertion (A) : The State of Jammu and Kashmir
enjoys a special status under the Constitution.
Reason (R) :It was accorded by the Indian
Independence Act of 1947.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below:
Code:
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is true but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
Q.24. Which of the following Articles were first inserted
and later repealed from the Constitution of India?
1. 32-A			
2. 51-A
3. 131-A			
4. 257-A
Select the correct answer using the code given
below:
Code:
(a) 1, 2 and 3		
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 2 and 3		
(d) 1, 3 and 4
Q.25. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists :
List - I			
List- II
A.
Article 341
1.
Scheduled Castes
B.
Article 315
2.
Development of Hindi
					
Language
C.
Article 360
3.
Financial Emergency
D.
Article 351
4.
Public Service Commission
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
2
3
4
(b)
1
4
3
2
(c)
2
4
1
3
		(d)
3
1
4
2
Q.26. Which of the following is the correct order of the
words as they appear in the Preamble of the Indian
Constitution?
(a) Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic,
Republic
(b) Sovereign, Republic, Socialist, Secular,
Democratic
(c) Sovereign, Democratic, Republic, Socilist,
Secular
(d) None of the above
Q.27. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists :

List - I			
List- II
A.
Sixth Schedule
1. States and Union Territories
B.
First Schedule
2. Protection of certain Acts
C.
Ninth Schedule 3. Anti-defection Law
D.
Tenth Schedule 4. Administration of Tribal Areas
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
3
2
4
1
(b)
4
1
2
3
(c)
3
4
1
2
		(d)
4
2
1
3
Q.28. A Bill authorizing the government to raise or spend
money is called a
(a) Government Bill (b) Private Member's Bill
		(c) Money Bill		
(d) None of the above
Q.29. In context of the nomination of 12 members in the
Rajya Sabha, which of the following statements is/
are correct?
1. They should have special knowledge or practical
experience in the field of literature and social service.
2. They should have special knowledge or practical
experience in the field of science and art.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below:
Code:
(a) 1 only			
(b) 2 only
		(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.30. With reference to the President of India, which of the
following statements is/are correct?
1. President continues to hold office even after the
expiry of his term until his successor joins.
2. President summons the Joint Session of
Parliament.
Select the correct answer using the code given
below:
Code:
(a) Both 1 and 2		
(b) 1 only
		(c) 2 only			
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.31. The nature of the Veto-power of the President of
India is
(a) Absolute Veto
(b) Pocket Veto
		(c) Suspension Veto (d) All the above
Q.32. According to Economic Survey, 2016-2017, the
peak of demographic dividend for India is likely to
be reached in the beginning of the decade:
(a) 2031-40		
(b) 2041-50
		(c) 2021-30		
(d) 2051-60
Q.33. Which one of the following statements is true?
(a) Absolute poverty is based on absolute level of
resources.

India signed USD 318 million loan agreement with World Bank for Tamil Nadu Irrigated
Agriculture Modernization Project.
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(b) Absolute poverty is influenced by the resources
of others.
(c) Absolute poverty is based on comparison of the
resources of the average.
(d) None of the above
Q.34. Who among the following Prime Ministers had
originally launched 'Twenty Point Programme'
mainly for eradication of poverty?
(a) Jawaharlal Nehru
(b) Lal Bahadur Shastri
		(c) Vishwanath Pratap Singh
(d) Indira Gandhi
Q.35. As per UNDP's Human Development Report 2016,
which one amongst the BRICS country has the
highest percentage of urban population?
(a) China			
(b) Brazil
		(c) Russia		
(d) India
Q.36. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists :
List - I			
List- II
(Part of Constitution)
(Related to)
A.
Part-II		
1.
Fundamental Duties
B.
Part-IV A		
2.
Scheduled and Tribal Areas
C.
Part-IX B		
3.
Co-operative Societies
D.
Part-X		
4.
Citizenship
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
4
3
2
(b)
2
3
4
1
(c)
3
2
1
4
		(d)
4
1
3
2
Q.37. 'Ru Pay' has been launched by
(a) State Bank of India
		(b) NABARD
		(c) National Payments Corporation of India Limited
		(d) National Securities Depository Limited
Q.38. Which of the following programme/s was/were
launched to alleviate urban poverty?
(a) Self-employment Programme for the Urban
Poor, 1986.
(b) Nehru Rozgar Yojana, 1989.
(c) Swarna Jayanti Shahari Rozgar Yojana, 1997.
(d) All the above
Q.39. A committee of Chief Ministers on digital payments
was set up by NITI Aayog in 2016 under the
chairmanship of
(a) Devendra Fadnavis
		(b) N. Chandrababu Naidu
		(c) Monohar Lal Khattar
(d) Shivraj Singh Chauhan
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Q.40. 'DIPAM' is a department under the Ministry of
(a) Finance
		(b) New and Renewable Energy
		(c) Human Resource Management
		(d) Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
Q.41. As per Census 2011, in which of the following group
of states urbanization level is high but the incidence
of slums is comparatively low?
(a) Gujarat, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu
		(b) Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal
		(c) Karnataka, Delhi and Kerala
		(d) Gujarat, Kerala and Karnataka
Q.42. According to the Global Income Inequality Report
2017 published by Oxfam International, the world's
richest 8 persons own the same wealth as world's
poorest.
(a) 40 percent		
(b) 50 percent
		(c) 20 percent		
(d) 30 percent
Q.43. Which one of the following statements is not true about
'Stand-up India' scheme of the union government?
(a) It facilitates bank loans between `10 lakh and `1
crore to beneficiaries
(b) It is meant for setting up a greenfield enterprise.
(c) It was launched on April 5, 2017.
(d) In case of non-individual enterprises at least
51% of the shareholding and controlling stake
should be held either by an SC/ST or a woman
entrepreneur.
Q.44. The concept of 'sustainable development' was first
introduced in the
(a) Report of World Commission on Environment
and Development, 1987.
(b) Report of United Nation's Conference on
Environment and Development, 1992.
(c) Report of World Summit on Sustainable
Development 2002.
(d) None of the above
Q.45. As per Census 2011 of India, the sex-ratio in Uttar
Pradesh is
(a) 912 (b) 925
(c) 935		 (d) 940
Q.46. Sustainable development emphasizes upon the
(a) humanity to ensure that development must meet
the needs of the present at any cost.
(b) humanity to ensure that development meets
primarily the needs of the future.
(c) humanity to ensure that development meets the
needs of the present ignoring the needs of future
generations.
(d) humanity to ensure that development meets the
needs of the present without compromising the
availability of resources to future generations.

Tamil Nadu signed loan agreement of USD 318 million with World Bank for support in the
Climate Resilient Agriculture technologies.
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Q.47. Which of the following statements is incorrect about
'Global Human Capital Report'?
(a) It is released by World Economic Forum.
(b) The first report was released in 2013 A.D.
(c) In its 2017 report presented in September 2017,
132 countries have been ranked.
(d) In the 2017 report, India's rank is 103rd.
Q.48. In which of the following fields, the first cooperative
movement in India was initiated?
(a) Agricultural marketing
		(b) Agricultural credit
		(c) Consumer cooperation
		(d) None of the above
Q.49. Which of the following programmes aims at the
promotion of education among women?
(a) Rashtriya Mahila Kosh
		(b) Indira Mahila Yojana
		(c) Mahila Samakhya Programme
		(d) Mahila Samridhi Programme
Q.50. 'Government e-marketplace' (GEM) has been
launched by the Ministry of
(a) Commerce and Industry
		(b) Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise
		(c) Communication and Information Technology
(d) Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Q.51. As per Census 2011 the urban population of India as
a percentage of total population is between
(a) 28-30 percent
(b) 30-32 percent
		(c) 32-35 percent
(d) 35-38 percent
Q.52. Consider the following statements:
Assertion (A) : Without sustainable economic
growth, social development is not possible.
Reason (R) : Social development presupposes
sound economic growth.
Select the correct answer using the codes given
below:
Code:
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is true but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
Q.53. In which year, Ministry of Environment was set up
in India?
(a) 1970 A.D.		
(b) 1975 A.D.
		(c) 1980 A.D.		
(d) 1985 A.D.
Q.54. A new categorization of industries based on their
pollution load, that was released by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change in March

2016, does not include which of the following colour
categories?
(a) Blue (b) Green (c) Red		 (d) White
Q.55. In which year, 'Biodiversity Act' was passed in
India?
(a) 1998 A.D.		
(b) 2000 A.D.
		(c) 2002 A.D.		
(d) 2004 A.D.
Q.56. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly
matched?
(a) Ganga Dolphin
		 Sanctuary		
- Sant Kabir Nagar
(b) Indian Veterinary
		 Research Institute - Bareilly
		(c) Bird Sanctuary
- Bharatpur
(d) National Dairy
Research Institute - Karnal
Q.57. Which of the following National Parks has started
to using unmanned aerial vehicle for wildlife
management?
(a) Corbett Tiger Reserve
(b) Bandipur
		(c) Ranthambore
(d) Periyar
Q.58. Biodiversity is described as
(a) the way species differ from one another.
(b) the seasonal and daily changes in the environment.
(c) the influence of physical factors on an environment.
(d) the range of different species in an environment.
Q.59. Consider the following statements :
Assertion (A) : The loss of forest cover in India has
been directly associated with demographic transition
in India.
Reason (R) : The forest cover is generally negatively
related with population growth.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is ture but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
Q.60. An area for a National Park, Sanctuary or Biosphere
reserve is decided on the basis of
(a) forest area and fresh water resources
(b) ecosystem management perspective
(c) germplasm bank and zoological significance
(d) species richness, diversity and species area
relationship

Union Government recently gave environmental clearance for Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme in Telangana.
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Q.61. Which of the following components of ecosystem
acts as intermediary between biotic and abiotic
kingdoms?
(a) Poducer		
(b) Consumer
		(c) Decomposer		
(d) The habitat
Q.62. Which of the following is not a cause of climate
change?
(a) Difference in the heating and cooling or
continents and oceans.
(b) Variations in the Sun's energy reaching the earth.
(c) Changes in the reflectivety of the earth's
atmosphere and surface.
(d) Changes in the greenhouse effect.
Q.63. National Biodiversity Authority has its headquarters
at
(a) Bengaluru		
(b) Chennai
		(c) Hyderabad		
(d) New Delhi
Q.64. In the lake ecology, nutrient enrichment process is
termed as
(a) Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD)
(b) Allelopathy
		(c) Bio-magnification
(d) Eutrophication
Q.65. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I			
List - II
A.
Delhi		
1. Arid
B.
Mumbai		
2. Semiarid
C.
Jodhpur		
3. Warm humid
D.
Shilong		
4. Humid
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
3
2
4
(b)
3
4
2
1
		(c)
2
3
1
4
(d)
4
3
1
2
Q.66. Consider the statements:
Assertion (A) : Aerosols have potential for
modifying the climate.
Reason (R) : Aerosols interact with both shortwave
and infra-red radiations.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are correct and (R) is the
correct explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is ture but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
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Q.67. Which of the following is not covered in eight
missions under the 'Climate Action Plan' of
Government of India?
(a) Solar Power
		(b) Waste to energy conversion
		(c) Nuclear power
		(d) Afforestation
Q.68. Consider the statements:
Assertion (A) : Pyramid of energy is always upright.
Reason (R) : When energy flows from one prophic
level to the next, some energy is always gained at
each step.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is ture but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
Q.69. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I			
List - II
A.
Cryopreservation 1. Special category
					
of protected area
B.
Earthquake
2. Record of threatened
					
species
C.
Biosphere reserve 3. Storage at extremely low
				
temperature
D.
Red data Book
4. Epicentre
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
3
2
4
(b)
3
4
1
2
		(c)
2
4
1
3
(d)
4
2
3
1
Q.70. The number of agro-climatic zones in India under
National Agricultural Research Project is
(a) 100 (b) 110
(c) 120		 (d) 127
Q.71. The united Nations has declared the decade 20112020 as the UN decade of
(a) biodiversity		
(b) eradication of poverty
		(c) water for all		
(d) sustainable energy for all
Q.72. Which one of the following is man-modified
ecology?
(a) Forest			
(b) Desert
		(c) Agricultural land (d) Grassland
Q.73. The reason/s for the decrease in biodiversity is/are:
(a) habitat pollution and destruction only

Indian Coast Guard Ship “Sujay”, the sixth in the series of six 105m Offshore Patrol Vessel
(OPV) was commissioned.
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		(b) introduction of exotic species only
		(c) over exploitation only
		(d) All of the above
Q.74. A communication satellite is launched from the
surface of earth along the direction
(a) South to North
(b) North to South
		(c) West to East		
(d) East to West
Q.75. 'Man and Biosphere' programme was started by
(a) UNICEF		
(b) UNESCO
		(c) IMF			
(d) WHO
Q.76. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly
matched ?
(a) Light year - Unit of distance
		(b) Parsec - Unit of time
		(c) Decibel - Unit of sound intensity
		(d) Hertz - Unit of frequency
Q.77. Consider earth as a sphere. If it is contracted
suddenly to half of its radius without changes in its
shape and mass, the day of 24 hours will now be of :
(a) 24 hrs (b) 18 hrs (c) 12 hrs (d) 6 hrs
Q.78. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I			
List - II
A.
Mirage		
1. Total internal reflection
B.
Colour of soap
2. Interference
		water films
C.
Blue colour of sky 3. Scattering
D.
Spectrum seen
4. Dispersion
through prisms
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
2
3
4
(b)
2
3
4
1
		(c)
3
4
1
2
(d)
4
1
2
3
Q.79. Which one of the following elements does not occur
in a free state in nature?
(a) Carbon		
(b) Silver
(c) Silicon		
(d) Sulphur
Q.80. Which one of the following pairs of vitamins act as
antioxidants?
(a) Vitamin A and Vitamin C
		(b) Vitamin C and Vitamin E
(c) Vitamin B2 and Vitamin D
		(d) Vitamin E and Vitamin K
Q.81. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly
matched?
(a) Washing soda - Sodium carbonate
		(b) Baking soda - Sodium hydrogen carbonate

(c) Blue vitriol - Copper sulphate
		(d) Plaster of Paris - Clacium carbonate
Q.82. Consider the following statements:
Assertion (A) : The electrical conductivity of
semiconductors increases with rise of temprature.
Reason (R) : Semiconductors possess a negative
temprature coefficient of resistance.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is ture but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
Q.83. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly
matched?
(a) Barbituric acid - Herbicide
		(b) Chloramphenicol - Antibiotic
(c) Morphine - Analgesic
		(d) Quinine - Antimalarial
Q.84. Consider the following statements:
Assertion (A) : Vitamin B12 is not found in green
leafy vegetables.
Reason (R) : Vitamin B12 is found in foods of animal
origin.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is ture but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
Q.85. Consider the following statements:
Assertion (A) : Mycorrhozial association is an
example of parasitism.
Reason (R) : It is an association between root of a
plant and a fungus.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is ture but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
Q.86. Khaira disease of Rice crop is due to the deficiency
of
(a) Ca
(b) Zn
(c) Fe		 (d) Cu

UN chief Antonio Guterres has appointed former senior US government official Henrietta H
Fore as the new executive director of UNICEF.
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Q.87. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I			
List - II
A.
Prop root		
1. cuscuta
B.
Stilt root		
2. tinospora
C.
Assimilatory root 3. maize
D.
Haustoria		
4. banyan
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
4
3
2
1
(b)
3
4
2
1
		(c)
2
3
1
4
(d)
1
2
3
4
Q.88. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I			
List - II
A.
Acetic acid
1. Ant sting
B.
Citric acid
2. Sour milk
C.
Lactic acid
3. Vinegar
D.
Formic acid
4. Orange
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
2
3
4
(b)
4
3
2
1
		(c)
3
4
2
1
(d)
3
4
1
2
Q.89. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I			
List - II
A.
Fusiform		
1. Carrot
B.
Napiform		
2. Radish
C.
Conical		
3. Turnip
D.
Tuberous		
4. Dahlia
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
3
4
2
(b)
2
3
1
4
		(c)
3
4
2
1
(d)
4
1
2
3
Q.90. Arrange the following species in chronological order
of their evolution:
1. Amphibia
2. Fishes
3. Reptiles
4. Birds
Select the correct answer from the code given below:
Code:
(a) 1, 2, 4, 3		
(b) 2, 1, 4, 3
		(c) 2, 1, 3, 4		
(d) 4, 1, 3, 2
Q.91. Formation of RNA from DNA is called
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(a) Translation		
(b) Translocation
(c) Transition		
(d) Transcription
Q.92. With reference to haemoglobin, which of the
following statements are correct?
1. It carries oxygen in the blood.
2. It is an iron containing compound.
3. It provides immunity against certain diseases.
4. It imparts red colour to the blood.
Select the correct answer from the code given below:
Code:
(a) 1, 2 and 3		
(b) 1, 2 and 4
		(c) 1, 3 and 4		
(d) 2, 3 and 4
Q.93. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I			
List - II
A.
Kala-azar		
1. Tse-tse fly
B.
Sleeping-sickness 2. Culex mosquito
C.
Dengue fever
3. Sand fly
D.
Filariasis		
4. Aedes mosquito
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
3
1
4
2
(b)
3
1
2
4
		(c)
3
4
2
1
(d)
4
3
1
2
Q.94. The pigment that protects plants from damage by
UV radiation is
(a) Xanthophyll		
(b) Chlorophyll
(c) Carotenoid		
(d) Phycocyan
Q.95. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I			
List - II
(National Park)
(State)
A.
Manas		
1. Haryana
B.
Valmiki		
2. Jammu and Kashmir
C.
Salim Ali		
3. Bihar
D.
Sultanpur		
4. Assam
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
2
3
4
(b)
3
4
1
2
		(c)
2
1
4
3
(d)
4
3
2
1
Q.96. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly
matched ?
Tribes			
Places
(a) Kol 			
- Rewa
(b) Madiya and Mudia - Pauri Garhwal
(c) Kodagu		
- Korba
		(d) Uraon			
- Ranchi plateau

Portugal's star football player Cristiano Ronaldo has been named Globe Soccer’s Best Player
for the second year in a row.
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Q.97. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I			
List - II
(Wetland)
(State)
A.
Bhitarkanika
1. Punjab
B.
Sasthamkotta Lake 2. Assam
C.
Kanjli		
3. Odisha
D.
Deepor Beel
4. Kerala
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
3
4
1
2
(b)
3
4
2
1
		(c)
4
3
2
1
(d)
4
1
3
2
Q.98. Which of the following regions of India lies in the
moderate danger risk zone of earthquakes?
(a) Kutch Region of Gujarat
		(b) Northern Punjab
(c) South-eastern Rajasthan
(d) Western Uttar Pradesh
Q.99. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly
matched?
		 Hotspring			
State
(a) Bakreshwar			
- West Bengal
		(b) Gauri Kund			
- Uttarakhand		
(c) Manikaran			
- Himachal Pradesh
(d) Deulajhari			
- Sikkim
Q.100. Which one of the following parts of human brain
plays a role in the regulation of body temprature?
(a) Cerebellum		
(b) Hippocampus
(c) Hypothalamus
(d) Medulla Oblongata
Q.101. Consider the following statements:
1. In Russia, density of population is low and most
of it is concentrated in the east part of Ural.
2. Most big cities of Russia are located in European
Russia.
3. Russia is the most populous nation of the
northern hemisphere.
4. Russia is a multicultural state.
Of the above, the correct statements are :
(a) Only 1, 2 and 3
(b) Only 2 and 4
(c) Only 2, 3 and 4
(d) All the statements are correct.
Q.102.Which among the following statements is not
correct?
(a) Bass strait lies between Australia and Tasmania
(b) Torres strait lies between Australia and New
Guinea.

(c) Cook strait separates the two major islands of
New Zealand.
(d) Great Australian Bight lies in the east of
Australia.
Q.103. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I (River)		
List - II (City)
A.
Yarra		
1. Tokyo
B.
Seine		
2. Hong Kong
C.
Sumida		
3. Melbourne
D.
Pearl		
4. Paris
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
2
4
3
(b)
3
4
1
2
		(c)
3
4
2
1
(d)
4
1
3
2
Q.104. Which of the following are neighbouring countries
of Slovakia?
1. Serbia			
2. Czech Republic
3. Hungary		
4. Austria
Select the correct answer from the code given below:
Code:
(a) 1, 2 and 4		
(b) 1, 2 and 3
		(c) 2, 3 and 4		
(d) 1, 3 and 4
Q.105. Arrange the following four states of India in
descending order of the level of their urbanization
(as per Census 2011) :
1. Goa			
2. Mizoram
3. Tamil Nadu		
4. Kerala
Select the correct answer from the code given below:
Code:
(a) 1, 2, 3, 4		
(b) 1, 2, 4, 3
		(c) 2, 1, 3, 4		
(d) 2, 4, 1, 3
Q.106. Consider the following statements:
Assertion (A) : India is one of the fastest growing
pharmaceutical markets in the world.
Reason (R) : India has largest number of
manufacturing facilities approved by FDA of USA.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is ture but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.

India has signed a MoU with Myanmar to develop Rakhine state, to enable safe return of
Rohingya Muslims.
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Q.107. According to AISTA report for the year 201516, which of the following states was the largest
producer of sugar in India?
(a) Uttar Pradesh
(b) Karnataka
(c) Tamil Nadu		
(d) Maharashtra
Q.108. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly
matched?
			
Energy Type
Power Station
(a)
Solar			
- Mount Abu
		(b)
Wind			
- Muppandal
(c)
Hydroelectric
- Kundakulam
(d)
Thermal		
- Patratu
Q.109. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the lists:
List - I (Mineral)
List - II (Major Area of
					
Occurence)
A.
Granite		
1. Son Bhadra
B.
Dolomite		
2. Chitrakut
C.
Silica Sand
3. Banda
D.
Bauxite		
4. Allahabad
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
2
3
4
(b)
3
1
4
2
		(c)
2
3
1
4
(d)
4
2
3
1
Q.110. Consider the following statements:
Assertion (A) : The circum-Pacific belt is the most
vulnerable zone of a tsunami.
Reason (R) : This belt is most active tectonically
and generates world's major earthquakes.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is ture but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
Q.111. In 2016, which of the following countries was the
largest producer of coffee in the world?
(a) Brazil			
(b) Colombia
(c) India			
(d) Vietnam
Q.112. Which of the following is the correct sequence
in descending order of the three coal producing
countries in 2016?
(a) China, Australia, United States
(b) United States, China, Australia
(c) Australia, China, United States
(d) China, United States, Australia
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Q.113. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the list:
List - I 			
List - II
(Place)			
(Industry)
A.
Los Angeles
1. Film industry
B.
Boston		
2. Cotton Textiles
C.
Philadelphia
3. Ship building
D.
San Diego
4. Printing and Publishing
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
1
2
3
4
(b)
1
2
4
3
		(c)
2
3
1
4
(d)
4
2
3
1
Q.114. In 2015-16, which of the following countries was
the largest producer of wheat in the world?
(a) India			
(b) Russia
(c) China			
(d) U.S.A.
Q.115. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct
answer using the code given below the list:
List - I 			
List - II
(Mineral)		
(Producer)
A.
Tin		
1. Australia
B.
Manganese
2. Chile
C.
Copper		
3. South Africa
D.
Bauxite		
4. China
Code:
			
A
B
C
D
(a)
4
3
2
1
(b)
1
2
3
4
		(c)
2
1
4
3
(d)
3
4
1
2
Q.116. Consider the following statements about agriculture
and food industry in India:
1. India is the largest producer of fruits in the world.
2. It is the largest producer of milk in the world.
3. India has the largest population of Buffalo.
4. India ranks second in vegetable production in
the world.
Of the above, the correct statements are :
(a) Only 1, 2 and 3
		(b) Only 1, 2 and 4
(c) Only 2, 3 and 4
(d) All the above statements are correct.
Q.117. The 9th annual BRICS Summit was held in
(a) Beijing		
(b) Chongqing
(c) Tianjin		
(d) Xiamen

India announced its intention of hosting a meeting of WTO member nations in Feb 2018 to
garner support for issues like food security.
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Q.118. Which of the following has, as per announcement
made in August 2017, passport-applicants to choose
gender-neutral 'X' option?
(a) USA			
(b) Sweden
(c) Canada		
(d) UK
Q.119. Which one of the following hurricanes hit USA in
August, 2017?
(a) Amelia		
(b) Allison
(c) Claudette		
(d) Harvey
Q.120. The Citizens Foundation, which has been awarded
the UNESCO Confucius Prize for Literacy, 2017, is
from
(a) Pakistan		
(b) Colombia
(c) China			
(d) South Africa
Q.121. Which of the following are included in the new
UN sanctions against North Korea as approved in
September 2017?
1. Ban on import of crude oil from North Korea.
2. Ban on export of textiles from North Korea.
3. Ban on joint ventures with North Korea.
Of the above, the correct statements are :
(a) 1 and 2 only		
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only		
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.122. Who among the following has been placed on the
top of 2017 list of Fortune's '40-under-40'?
(a) Leo Varadkar
(b) Mark Zuckerberg
(c) Emmanuel Macron (d) Serena Williams
Q.123. Which of the following has been declared by
UNESCO to be 'India's First World Heritage City'?
(a) Ahmedabad		
(b) Mathura
(c) Udaipur		
(d) Ujjain
Q.124. Which of the following states launched 'Indira
Canteen' for urban poor on August 16, 2017?
(a) Punjab		
(b) Himachal Pradesh
(c) Karnataka		
(d) Kerala
Q.125. Blue Whale challenge is
(a) Chinese challange to Phillippine's fishermen in
South China Sea.
(b) internet based social network game.
(c) conserving blue whales in Indian Ocean.
(d) saving ships in the Atlantic Ocean form huge
blue whales.
Q.126. Who among the following launched the 'National
Sports Talent Search Portal' on August 28, 2017?
(a) Narendra Modi
(b) Ram Nath Kovind
(c) Venkaian Naidu (d) Vijay Goel
Q.127. Who took over the charge as Vice-Chairman of NITI
Aayog on September 1, 2017?
(a) Arving Subramaniyam
		(b) Rajiv Kumar

(c) Bibek Debroy
		(d) Surjit Bhalla
Q.128. The venue of the formal launching of GST in India
on July 1, 2017 was
(a) Parliament House
(b) India Gate
(c) Prime Minister's Office
(d) Rashtrapati Bhawan
Q.129. Who amongst the following received 'Rajiv Gandhi
Khel Ratna' award in 2017?
(a) Devendra Jhajharia (b) L. Devendro Singh
(c) Cheteshwar Pujara (d) Deepa Karmakar
Q.130. What is the name of the off-shore patrol vessel,
handed over to Sri Lanka by India in September,
2017?
(a) Vigraha		
(b) Vikram
(c) Varaha		
(d) Varuna
Q.131. Who won the Women's Singles gold medal in the
2017 BWF World Badminton Championship?
(a) Chen Yufei		
(b) P.V. Sindhu
(c) Nozomi Okuhara (d) Saina Nehwal
Q.132. Who won the Men's Singles title in Australian Open
Tennis Tournament 2017?
(a) Andy Murray
(b) Novok Djokovic
(c) Rafael Nadal
(d) Roger Federer
Q.133. Who won Women's Singles title in the U.S. Open
Tennis Tournament 2017?
(a) Serena Williams (b) Sloane Stephens
(c) Angelique Kerber (d) Madison Keys
Q.134. Against which of the following country, India's
men's cricket team clinched a 'white wash' victory
for the first time in an overseas tour in all the three
formats (Test, ODI and T-20)?
(a) New Zealand
(b) South Africa
(c) Sri Lanka		
(d) West Indies
Q.135. Who has won the '2017 Kalpana Chawla Award'
of Tamil Nadu Government for courage and daring
enterprise?
(a) K. Satyagopal
(b) Preethi Srinivasan
(c) S.P. Thyagarajan (d) V.P. Elayapari
Q.136. Who is the first Indian to qualify for the final of
the javelin throw event at the Athletics World
Championship?
(a) Narender Ranbir (b) Davinder Singh Kang
(c) Neeraj Chopra
(d) Rinku
Q.137. Who amongst the following won the U.S. Open
Grand Prix Badminton Men's Singles title in 2017?
(a) H.S. Prannoy
(b) Lu Ching Yao
(c) P. Kashyap		
(d) Kwang Hee Heo

UP state’s assembly has passed a stringent bill, UPCOC, which is aimed at curbing organised
crime and terror in the state.
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Q.138. Which among the following Rock Edicts of Ashoka
Refers to the role of Dhamma Mahamatras?
(a) Rock Edict IX
(b) Rock Edict X
(c) Rock Edict V
(d) Rock Edict VI
Q.139. Bones of camel are reported from which of the
following sites?
(a) Mohanjodaro
(b) Harappa
(c) Lothal			
(d) Kalibangan
Q.140. Arrange the following sites in ascending order of
their areas of expansion and select the correct answer
from the code given below:
1. Mohanjodaro		
2. Harappa
3. Ganweriwala		
4. Dholavira
Code :
(a) 4, 2, 3, 1		
(b) 4, 1, 3, 2
(c) 1, 2, 4, 3		
(d) 3, 2, 4, 1
Q.141. The term 'India' for 'Bharatavarsha' was used for the
first time by whom?
(a) Herodotus		
(b) Megasthenes
(c) Strabo			
(d) Arrian
Q.142. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly
matched?
Institution		
Founder
1. Adi Brahmo Samaj - Debendra Nath Tagore
2. Bharatiya Brahmo - Atmaram Pandurang
Samaj
3. Sadharan Brahmo - Anand Mohan Bose
		 Samaj
Select the correct answer from the code given below:
Code :
(a) Only 1		
(b) Only 1 and 2
(c) Only 2 and 3		
(d) Only 1 and 3
Q.143. Who among the following women of Buddha's time
was unanimously declared to be the 'Stri-ratna'?
(a) Amrapali		
(b) Mahaprajapati Gautami
(c) Mayadevi		
(d) Yashodhara
Q.144. In ODI cricket, who created the world record for
highest number of stumpings as in September 2017?
(a) K. Sangakkara
(b) M.S. Dhoni
(c) Moin Khan		
(d) R.S. Kaluwitharna
Q.145. Which of the following rights, a cultivator enjoyed
on his own land during the Mughal period?
(a) Right to mortgage only
(b) Right to sell only
(c) Right to gift only
		(d) All of the above rights
Q.146. Consider the following statements about Kabir :
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1. Kabir believed in unity and formlessness of God.
2. Kabir suggested ascetism to find true knowledge
and salvation.
Select the correct statement/s from the code given below:
Code :
(a) 1 only			
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 2 both		
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.147. In the context of the Treaty of Purandar (1665 A.D.),
which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. None of the forts of Shivaji was annexed to the
Mughal Empire.
2. It was conducted between Mirza Raja Jai Singh
and Shivaji.
Select the correct answer from the code given below:
Code :
(a) 1 only			
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2		
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.148. Arrange the following events (1526 to 1556 A.D.) in
chronological order :
1. Birth of Akbar
2. Battle of Ghaghra
3. Battle of Chausa
4. Humayun's Kalinjar expedition
Select the correct answer from the code given below:
Code :
(a) 2, 4, 1, 3		
(b) 4, 3, 1, 2
(c) 2, 4, 3, 1		
(d) 3, 1, 4, 2
Q.149. Consider the following statements :
Assertion (A) : Dara Sikoh could not become
emperor.
Reason (R) : Dara Sikoh was reluctant to become
emperor.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
Code :
(a) (A) and (R) both are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) (A) and (R) both are true but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is ture but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true.
Q.150. Which of the following sites have yielded the
evidence of bead making factories?
1. Chanhudaro		
2. Mohanjodaro
3. Kot diji		
4. Lothal
Select the correct answer from the code given below:
Code :
(a) 1 and 2		
(b) 3 and 4
(c) 1 and 4		
(d) 2 and 3

The lawmakers of Uganda voted to remove presidential age limits, paving way for their current
President to serve a sixth term in office.

SOLVED PAPER 2017
GENERAL STUDY - I ANSWERS
Q.1.(d)
Q.2.(a)

Simmon commission was establishment
1927 but came in India 3 Feb 1928. Congress
boycotted this commission because none indian
member appointed in this commission. So,
hence this commission is known as 'White Man
Commission'. It had seven members.
Q.3.(d)
The carnatic wars were a series of military
conflicts in the middle of the 18th century
between the French East India company and
the British East India company, including
independent indian rules.
-There are three carnatic war and came to end treaty.
1st carnatic war (1746 - 1748)
-This war came to end the treaty of Aix-lachapella (1748)
2nd carnatic war (1740-1754)
-This war came to end the treaty of Pondicherry (1754)
3rd carnatic war (1757-1763)
This war came to end the treaty of paris.
Anglo - Mysore wars
This wars were a series of between British East
India company and Ruler of Maysore.
There were Four Anglo - Mysore war1st Anglo - Mysore war (1767 - 69)
In between Hyder Ali and British East India
company and resultant Treaty of Madras.
2nd Anglo - Mysore war (1780-84)
In between Hyder Ali and British East India
company and resultant Treaty of Mangalore.
3rd Anglo - Mysore war (1790 - 92)
Tipu Sultan and British company resultant treaty
of Serirangpatanam.
4th Anglo - Mysore war (1799)
This war death of Tipu Sultan and further result
was favour in British India company.
Q.4.(d)		'All India Kissan Sabha' was formed by
Sahjanand Sarswati at Lucknow (1936).
Q.5.(b)		Guruvayur Satyagraha (1931-32).
This
satyagraha
was
started
against
untouchability which was an effort to allow
entry for untouchables into the Guruvayur
temple (Kerala). It was led by K. Kelappan.
Vaikom Satyagraha (1924-25)
This Satyagraha was started against untouchability
in Hindu society in Travancore (Kerala). It was
led by T.K. Madhvan and K.P. Kesharmenon etc.
India's Independent Labour Party
Establishment by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar (1936)

Q.6.(b)
Q.7.(d)

Q.8.(b)
Q.9.(a)
Q.10.(a)
Q.11.(c)
Q.12.(a)

Q.13.(b)
Q.14.(d)
Q.15.(a)

Gandhi - Irwin pact is known as Delhi pact. This
pact was in between Gandhi ji & viceroy Lord
Irwin (5 Feb 1931).
Communal award was made by the British
Prime Minister Ramsay Mac Donald on 16
August 1932 granting separate electorates in
India for lower caste (untouchables).
2nd round table conference was opened
september 1931, congress participated only this
conference.
Nehru Report (1928)
Nehru report presented August 1928. This was
8 members committee, whose president Motilal
Nehru. This committee was proposed drafting of
constitution, which is known as 'Nehru Report'.
Lord Dalhausie was started the public works
department in 1848.
Reservation of seats for women in only
Panchayti Raj and Muncipality.
Indian National Association (1876)
Indian National Association was the first
nationalist organization founded in British India
by Surendranath Banerjee and Anand Mohan
Bose in 1876 Calcutta. It merged in Indian
Naional Congress in 1885.
Congress Socialist Party.
Congress Socialist Party was founded in 1934
by Ram Briksh Benipuri, Jai Prakash Narayan,
Ram Manohar Lohia and Acharya Narendra
Deva. This party split from Indian National
Congress but dissolved again 1948.
All India Forward Bloc
AIFB was a left wing nationalist political party
in India established by Subhas Chandra Bose 22
June 1939.
All India states people's conference
The all India states people's conference was
canglomeration of political movements in the
princely states of the British rule.
The first session of the organisation was held in
Bombay in December, 1927.

Supreme court is the final authority to expand
the indian constitution.

Q.16.(c)
Q.17.(b)

The Union Cabinet approved Consumer Protection Bill that seeks to establish an authority to
safeguard consumers' rights.
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The seventh schedule of the constitution
distributes legislative powers between union
and states. It has three lists - centre list, state list
& concurrent list.
The 11th schedule of constitution is related
to panchayati raj system. It was added 73rd
amendment 1992.

Q.19.(a)
Q.20.(c)

Money Bill - Article 110
President's rule in states - Article 356
Judicial Review - Article 137
Uniform Civil Code - Article 44 (It is included
directive principle of state policies).
Q.21.(b) According to Article 243(k), governor appoints
the state election commissioner.
The state election commissioner conducts
elections to legislative councils, panchayat and
municipalities.
Q.22.(a) The 3 constituent parts of the Indian parliament:
a) The President b) The Rajyasabha			
c) The Loksabha
A bill passed by the Parliament but necessary
assent of the President, then became Law.
Q.23.(c) The state fo Jammu & Kashmir enjoys a special
status Article 370 under the Indian constitution.
Q.24.(d) Article 51-A-Fundamental Duties.
Fundamental duties added in Article 51 A, Part IV A
constitutional amendment 42nd 1976 Fundamental
duties borrowed from USSR (Russia).
Q.25.(b)
Q.26.(c) Correct order of the words in the preamble of the
Indian constitution.
Sovereign, Democratic, Republic, Socialist,
Secular & Integrity.
Preamble has amend once time (42nd
amendment 1976)
3 new word added in preamble.
Socialist, Secular & Integrity.
Q.27.(b)
Q.28.(c) The decision of the speaker on whether a Bill is
Money Bill is Final.
Q.29.(c) President can appoint 12 members for their
contibutions to art, literature, science, social
services and now added sports.
Q.30.(a) Joint sitting of Parliament include articles 108. It
has borrowed from Australia. President Summons
the joint session of parliament but is presided over
by the speaker of Lok Sabha or in his absence by
the Deputy speaker of Lok Sabha or in his absence,
the Deputy chairman of the Rajya Sabha.
Q.31.(d) The president of India is rested with the
following three types of veto power.
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1) Absolute Veto		
3) Pocket/Jebi Veto
Q.32.(b)
Q.33.(c)
Q.34.(d)
Q.35.(a)
Q.36.(d)
Q.37.(c)
Q.38.(d)
Q.39.(b)
Q.40.(a)

Q.41.(d)
Q.42.(a)
Q.43.(c)

Q.44.(a)
Q.45.(a)

Q.46.(d)
Q.47.(c)
Q.48.(b)
Q.49.(b)

2) Suspensive Veto

Twenty point programme started by PM Indira
Gandhi, which mainly eradication of poverty.
India has a single citizenship. It has borrowed
form UK.
Rupay is an Indian domestic ATM card
scheme and launched by the Naional payments
corporation of India (NPCI) 26 March 2012.

'DIPAM' :- The department of disinvestment has
been renamed as 'Department of Investment &
Public Asset Management or 'DIPAM'. It will
work under union finance minsitry.

Stand up India was launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on 5 April 2016 to support
entrepreneurship among women and SC & ST
communities. The scheme offers bank loans of
between 10 lakh and 1 crore.
According to census 2011.
The sex - ratio in India - 943
The child sex - ratio (0-6 years) in India - 919
The sex - ratio in UP - 912
The child sex - ratio (0-6 years) in UP - 902
Global Human Capital Report 2017, 130
countries have been ranked.

Q.50.(a)

Indira Mahila Yojana was launched on 20
August 1995.
'Government e-marketplace' (GEM) is portal
which launched on 9th August 2016 by
commerce & Industry Ministry.

Q.51.(b)
Q.52.(d)
Q.53.(d)
Q.54.(d)
Q.55.(c)

Ministry of environment was setup in India in 1985.

Q.56.(a)
Q.57.(b)

In 2002, 'Biodiversity act' was passed in Indian
parliament.
Ganga dolphin sanctuary is located in Bihar's
Bhagalpur district.
Corbett Tiger Reserve - Uttarakhand
Bandipur Nationa Park - Karnataka

Jammu & Kashmir has launched a high-speed broadband internet service as a part of its
initiatives under the Digital India Programme.

SOLVED PAPER 2017

Q.58.(d)
Q.59.(a)
Q.60.(d)
Q.61.(a)

Q.62.(b)
Q.63.(b)
Q.64.(d)
Q.65.(c)
Q.66.(a)
Q.67.(c)

Q.68.(c)
Q.69.(b)
Q.70.(d)

Q.71.(a)
Q.72.(c)
Q.73.(d)
Q.74.(d)
Q.75.(b)
Q.76.(b)
Q.77.(a)
Q.78.(a)
Q.79.(d)

Ranthambore National Park - Rajasthan
Periyar National Park - Kerala
Periyar Dam or Mullaperiyar Dam on the Periyar
River in Kerala.
The range of different species in an environment
is known as Biodiversity. Headquarters of
National Biodiversity Authority is Chennai.

There are four functional components of an
ecosystem :
1) Abiotic factors		
2) Producers
3) Consumers		
4) Decomposer
Headquarters of National Biodiversity Authority
is Chennai.
In the lake ecology, nutrient enrichment process
is known as Eutrophication.

India's First National Action Plan on climate
change (NAPCC).
The plan identifies 8 core 'national missions'
running through 2017.
8 core missions are 1) National Solar Mission
2) National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency
3) National Mission on Sustainable Habitat
4) National water Mission
5) Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem
6) Green India/Afforestation
7) Sustainable Agriculture
8) Strategic Knowledge for climate change

The number of agro-climate zones in India
is 127 under National Agricultural Research
Project. But 15 agro climatic zones in India
under planning commission.
Agriculture land is man-modified ecology.

Man & Bioshpere programme was started by
UNESCO.
Parsec is a unit of length used in astronomy.

carbon, silver & silicon occur in a free state in
nature.

Q.80.(b)

Q.81.(b)
Q.82.(b)
Q.83.(a)
Q.84.(b)

Q.85.(a)
Q.86.(b)
Q.87.(a)
Q.88.(c)
Q.89.(b)
Q.90.(c)
Q.91.(d)
Q.92.(b)

Q.93.(a)
Q.94.(c)
Q.95.(d)
Q.96.(b)

There are two types of vitamins.
Fat soluble - A, D, E & K
Water soluble - B, C
Blue vitriol is known as Tutiya, its chemical
name is copper sulphate & chemical formula is
CuSO4.5H2O
chloramphenicol is an antibiotic useful for the
treatment of a bacterial infections.
Vitamin B12 is known as cynocobalamin
Sources of Vitamin B12 is Meat, Milk etc.
Deficiency diseases of B12 is Anaemia, Jaundice.
Khira disease of Rice crop is due to the
deficiency of Zinc (Zn)

Conical, Napiform & Fusiform is example of
Tap roots.
Transcription is the process of RNA from DNA.
Functions of haemoglobin :It carries oxygen in the blood.
It is an iron containing compound, as haematin.
It imports red colour to the blood.
carotenoid pigment protect plants form UV damage.
Tribes		
Kel			
Madiya & Mudiya
Kodagu		
Uraon		

Places
Rewa (MP)
Gadchiroli (Maharashtra)
Korba (CG)
Ranchi plateau (Jharkhand)

Q.97.(a)
Q.98.(c)
Q.99.(d)

Hotspring			
State
Bakreshwar			
West Bengal
Gaurikund			
Uttarakhand
Manikaran			
Himachal Pradesh
Deulajhari			
Odisha
Q.100.(c) Funcions of Hypothalamus.
It controls the hormonal secretion of endocrine
glands. This is the centre of hunger, thirst,
temperature control, love, hate etc. Blood
pressure metabolism of water, sweat, anger, joy
etc are controlled by it.
Q.101.(b)
Q.102.(d) Great Australian Bight lies in the south of
Australia.

Union Government recently asked the NGOs to open the accounts with the banks, that are
integrated with Public Financial Management System.
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Q.103.(b)
Q.104.(c) The neighbouring countries of slovakia are Czech
Republic (west), Austria (South-west), Hungary
(South), Ukraine (East) & Poland (North).
Q.105.(a) (As per census 2011) Following four states of
India in descending order of their urbanization.
State				
% of urbanization
Goa				
62.17%
Mizoram			
51.51%
Tamilnadu			
48.45%
Kerala			
47.72%
Q.106.(d)
Q.107.(d)
Q.108.(c) Energy Type		
Power station
Solar				
Mount Abu
						
(Aravali, Rajasthan)
Wind				
Muppandal
						
(Tamilnadu)
Nuclear			
Kudankulam
						
(Tamilnadu)
Thermal			
Patrates
						
(Jharkhand)
Q.109.(b)
Q.110.(a)
Q.111.(a) Brazil is the largest & India is the 7th producer
of coffee in the world.
Q.112.(d)
Q.113.(a)
Q.114.(c) China is the largest & India is the 2nd producer
of wheat in the world.
Q.115.(a)
Q.116.(c) India is the 2nd largest producer of fruits and
vegetables in the world after China.
Q.117.(d) BRICS was founded June 2006.
Before 2010 its only four countries group
BRIC, but South Africa join BRIC 2010 and its
complete BRICS. At present time BRICS is five
major emerging national economies.
B - Brazil, R - Russia, I - India,				
C - China, S - South Africa
1st BRICS summit was held in Yekaterinburg
(Russia) 2009.
9th BRICS (2017) summit was held in Xiamen
(China). The theme of the summit was "stronger
partnership for brighter future".
10th BRICS (2018) summit will be held in
Johannesburg, South Africa, the second time
hosted after the 2013 summit.
Q.118.(c) Canada became the 10th country to offer own passport
choose third category besided male & female.
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Other countries are - Australia, Denmak, Germany,
Malta, Newzealand, Pakistan, India, Ireland & Nepal.
Q.119.(d)
Q.120.(a) The citizens foundation belongs to Pakistan.
Q.121.(c)
Q.122.(c)
Q.123.(a) Ahmedabad is India's First World Heritage city
declared by UNESCO.
Q.124.(c) Karnataka launched 'Indira Canteen' for urban
poor on August 16, 2017.
Q.125.(b)
Q.126.(a)
Q.127.(b) Arvind Panagariya was 1st vice-chairman of NITI
Aayog & Rajiv Kumar is current vice-chairman.
Q.128.(a)
Q.129.(a) Devendra Jhajharia received 'Rajiv Gandhi Khel
Ratna' award in 2017 for Para- Atheletics.
Q.130.(d)
Q.131.(c) Nozomi Okuhara (Japan) won the women's
single gold medal in the 2017 world Badminton
Championship against P.V. Sindhu.
Q.132.(d) Rogar Federer won the Australian Open 2017
against Rafael Nadal.
Q.133.(b)
Q.134.(c)
Q.135.(d)
Q.136.(b)
Q.137.(a) Indian shutter H.S. Prannoy won the 2017 US open
grand prix gold Badminton against P. Kashyap.
Q.138.(c)
Q.139.(d) Lothal was the biggest and oldest dock/port of
indus valley.
Q.140.(a)
Q.141.(a) Herodatus is known as father of History. He
belongs to Greek. Heradotus was used first time
the term 'India' for 'Bharatavarsha'.
Q.142.(a) Brahmo samaj is a Hindu reform movement. It
was founded by Ram Mohan Roy 1828, Kolkata.
Q.143.(a)
Q.144.(b) M.S. Dhoni created the world record for highest
number of stumpings in ODI cricket in 2017.
Q.145.(a)
Q.146.(a)
Q.147.(b)
Q.148.(c) 1. Birth of Akbar - 15 October 1542 A.D.
2. Battle of Ghaghra - 06 May 1529 A.D.
3. Battle of Chausa - 26 June 1539 A.D.
4. Humayun's Kalinjar expedition - 1531 A.D.
Q.149.(c)
Q.150.(c)

Union Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister Radha Mohan Singh launched mobile
application on Livestock Disease Forewarning.

SOLVED PAPER 2017
GENERAL STUDY - II
Q.1.

Transform the following sentence into passive voice:
The mason is building the wall.
(a) The wall is built by the mason.
		(b) The wall is being built by the mason.
(c) The wall will be built by the mason.
		(d) The wall would be built by the mason.
Q.2. Identify the part of speech of the underlined word ;
Which trees grow in Egypt?
(a) Relative pronoun
(b) Interrogative pronoun
(c) Interrogative Adjective
		(d) Interrogative Adverb
Q.3. Transform the following sentence into complex
sentence :
Keep quite or you will be punished.
(a) If you do not keep quite, you will be punished.
		(b) You will be punished for not keeping quite.
(c) Keep quite and be free from punishment.
		(d) You will be punished to keep quite.
Q.4. Which, amongst following, is a correct sentence?
(a) Neither Abdul nor Karim has done his lesson.
		(b) Neither Abdul nor Karim have done lesson.
(c) Neither Abdul nor Karim have done their lesson.
		(d) Neither Abdul nor Karim has done lesson.
Q.5. He said to his friend, "Work Steadily."
Change the above sentence into indirect speech by
choosing the correct option :
(a) He asked his friend that he should work steadily.
(b) He suggested to his friend that he may work
steadily.
(c) He advised his friend to work steadily.
(d) None of the above.
Q.6. Which of the following is wrongly spelt?
(a) Receive			
(b) Perceive
(c) Believe			
(d) Concieve
Q.7. Pick up the correct meaning of the word 'Valiant'
(a) Cowardly		
(b) Fearful
(c) Courageous		
(d) Ignorant
Q.8. 'Despite' is synonym of
(a) In spite of		
(b) Instead of
(c) In addition to
(d) In place of
Q.9. Give the correct meaning of the idiomatic phrase 'to
put up with'
(a) To experience
(b) To tolerate
(c) To ignore		
(d) to set aside
Q.10. Fill in the blank with correct preposition.

We need to sit __________ finding a solution.
(a) at
(b) for
(c) about		
(d) to
Instruction for Question Nos. 11-15 :
Read the following passage carefully and answer the
questions. Choose the correct answer from the alternative
based on the passage given.
Lucknow best now on me one priceless gift. It
taught me to look at the individual rather than his religion
or caste or the tongue he spoke. Naturally, I was aware of
the presence of Hindus, Muslims, CHristians, Sikhs, AngloIndians, Parsis, even Jews in Lucknow, and I was dimly
aware that occasionally there was some tension among
these communities. However, for me Muslims meant
korma, Parsis meanst dhansak, Christian a meant cakes
and pastries, Sikhs meant hot halwa, Anglo-Indian meant
mutton cutlets. The only Jewish family in town did not
come with in my grasp.
In the Lucknow of the '60s, we asked some
fundamental questions with respect to an individual. Was he
bore or was he funny? A human being's worth was measured
by the aforesaid prerequistes rather than his father's name or
how and where he prayed.
Q.11. The underlying theme of the passage is(a) Unity in diversity (b) Conflict
(c) Passivity		
(d) Indifference
Q.12. The 'individual' is recognised by his(a) Caste			
(b) Religion
(c) Language		
(d) Personal Traits
Q.13. 'The only Jewish' family means(a) The friendly Jewish family			
(b) Single Jewish family
(c) The lonely Jewish family			
(d) None of the above
Q.14. Which is the favourite dish in a Parsi household?
(a) Korma			
(b) Cakes and Pastries
(c) Hot halwa		
(d) Dhansak
Q.15. 'Spin a decent Yarn' means:
(a) Serve a good meal
(b) State facts
(c) Tell interesting stories			
(d) Weave clothe material

iz-16- fdl 'kCn esa rkyO; /ofu;k¡ gSa\
(a) ckck
(b) ekek (c) QwQk (d) pkpk
iz-17- fuEufyf[kr esa ls dkSu lk fu'p;okpd loZuke dk mnkgj.k gS\
(a) os vki gh Hkkstu dj ysaxsA			
(b) ;g fdldk ijkØeh ckyd gS\ ¼'kdqUryk½
(c) ;g dkSu gS\ tks esjs vkapy dks ugha NksM+rkA¼'kdqUryk½
(d) gS js dksbZ ;gk¡\ ¼'kdqUryk½

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved mandatory packaging of
foodgrains and sugar in Jute material.
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iz-18- fuEu okD;ksa esa ls izsj.kkFkZd fØ;kijd okD; gS%
(a) jke us jko.k dks ;q) esa ekjkA			
(b) fcuk fVdV ;kf=;ksa dks l[+r ltk nh tk,xhA
(c) xksfoUn us jke dks lksrs ls txok;kA			
(d) mRiknu c<+us ij cksul fn;k tk;sxkA
iz-19- ^vUos"k.k* dk 'kq) laf/k&foPNsn gS%
(a) vUo$,"k.k		
(b) vuq$,"k.k
(c) vUos$"k.k		
(d) vu$os"k.k
iz-20- ^m|ksxifr* esa dkSu lk leku gS\
(a) }U}
(b) cgqohz fg (c) deZ/kkj; (d) rRiq:"k
iz-21- fuEufyf[kr esa ls ,d ^rhj^ uked vL= dk i;kZ; ugha gS%
(a) 'kjklu (b) ukjkp (c) ck.k		 (d) lk;d
iz-22- ^vk:<+* 'kCn dk foykse gS&
(a) vo:<+ (b) v:<+ (c) vuk:<+ (d) vi:<+
iz-23- ^pkSeklk* dk rRle :i gS
(a) prqekZl (b) pkrqekZl (c) prqjekl (d) prqFkZekl
iz-24- buesa ls ,d 'kCn fons'kh Hkk"kk dk ugha gS%
(a) vaxwj (b) vathj (c) vukj (d) ve:n
iz-25- orZuh dh n`f"V ls fuEufyf[kr esa ls dkSu 'kq) gS\
(a) xjfM+;k (b) xM+fj;k (c) xMfj;k (d) xM+jh;k
iz-26- ^dYys ij lokj gksuk^ dk vFkZ gS&
(a) ncko cukuk		
(b) Mhax ekjuk
(c) LoLFk gksuk		
(d) ekj nsuk
iz-27- ^QStkckn] mUuko] ckjkcadh] rqyrkuiqj] jk;cjsyh* eas cksyh
tkus okyh ^cksyh^ dk uke gS&
(a) czt			
(b) [kM+h cksyh
(c) dUukSth			
(d) vo/kh
iz-28- buesa ls ,d dk vFkZ ^bfUnz;^ gS%
(a) xks
(b) xÅ
(c) xS;k		 (d) xk;
iz-29- fuEufyf[kr esa ls ^'kq)* okD; dkSu lk gS\
(a) Qwykssa dk lkSUn;Zrk fdruk eueksgd gSA		
(b) ,d fxykl nw/k feysxk\
(c) og vusd ekeyksa esa vfHk;qDr FkkA			
(d) mldk thou cgqr xjhch ls chrkA
iz-30- ^foLe;cks/k* fpUg dk iz;ksx dc gksrk gS\
(a) iz'u djus ijA			
(b) cksyus esa tgk¡ FkksM+k Bgjko gksA
(c) Hkko O;Dr djus ijA			
(d) mi;qZDr esa ls dksbZ ughaA
funsZ'k%
fuEufyf[kr x|ka'k dks /;ku ls if<+, rFkk iz'u la[;k 31 ls 35
rd ds mRrj x|ka'k ds vk/kkj ij gh nhft,A
vkRek vtj vkSj vej gSA blesa vuUr Kku] 'kfDr
vkSj vkuUn dk Hk.Mkj gSA vdsys Kku dguk Hkh i;kZIr gks
ldrk gS] D;ksafd tgk¡ Kku gksrk gS] ogk¡ 'kfDr gksrh gS vkSj tgk¡
Kku vkSj 'kfDr nksuksa gh gksrs gSa ogk¡ vkuUn Hkh gksrk gSA ijUrq
vfo|ko'kkr og vius Lo:i dks Hkwyk gqvk gSA blh ls vius
vius dks vYiK ikrk gSA vYiKrk ds lkFk&lkFk vYi'kfDreRRkk
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vkrh gS vkSj bldk ifj.kke nq[k gksrk gSA Hkhrj ls ,slk izrhr gksrk
gS tSls dqN [kks;k gqvk gS ijUrq ;g le> ugha vkrk fd D;k [kks
x;k gSA ml [kksbZ oLrq dh vius Lo:i dh] fujUrj [kkst jgrh gSA
vkRek vatku esa HkVdk djrk gS rHkh bl fo"k; dh vksj nkSM+rk gS]
dHkh mldh vksj] ijUrq fdlh dh izkfIr ls o`fIr ugha gksrh D;ksafd
viuk Lo:i bu fo"k;ksa esa ugha gSA tc rd vkRelk{kkRdkj u
gksxk rc rd viw.kZrk dh vuqHkwfr cuh jgsxh vkSj vkuan dh [kkst
tkjh jgsxhA bl [kkst esa lQyrk] vkuUn dh izkfIr] vius ije
Kkue; Lo:i esa fLFkfr ;gh euq"; dk iq:"kkFkZ] mlds thou dk
pje y{; gS vkSj mldks bl iq:"kkFkZ&lk/ku ds ;ksX; cukuk gh
f'k{kk dk mn~ns'; gSA
iz-31- vkRek dk Lo:i dSlk gS\
(a) vkRek vtj vkSj vej gSA			
(b) vkRek esa vuUr 'kfDr ugha gSA
(c) vkRek vYiK gSA			
(d) vkRek nq[k&lq[k dk vuqHko djrk gSA
iz-32- vkRek vius dks vYiK D;ksa le>rk gS\
(a) vkRek dks Kku ugha gksrk gSA			
(b) vfo|ko'kkr vius Lo:i dks Hkwy x;k gSA
(c) dHkh&dHkh HkVd tkrk gSA			
(d) mi;qZDr esa ls dksbZ ughaA
iz-33- vkuUn dh [kkst dc rd tkjh jgrh gS\
(a) Kku izkIr gksus rd			
(b) iq:"kkFkZ dh izkfIr gksus rd
(c) /ku lEifRr izkfIr gksus rd			
(d) vkRelk{kkRdkj izkIr gksus rd
iz-34- f'k{kk dk D;k mn~ns'; gS\
(a) euq"; dks iq:"kkFkZ&lk/ku ds ;ksX; cukukA			
(b) euq"; dks 'kfDr lEiUUk cukukA
(c) euq"; dks vkuUn iznku djukA			
(d) euq"; dks /kuktZu ;ksX; cukukA
iz-35- mi;qZDr x|ka'k dk lgh 'kh"kZd gS&
(a) vkuUn dk Hk.Mkj (b) lq[k dh [kkst
(c) f'k{kk dk mn~ns';
(d) 'kfDr dh [kkst
Q.36. Read the following two statementsAssertion (A) and Reason (R) and indicate your
answer using codes given below:
Assertion (B) Managers differ across cultures in
their interpersonal styles and skills.
Reason (R) Personal values held by a manager shape
his perception of a situation.
Codes:
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).			
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the
correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is true, but (R) is false.			
(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.

CCEA approved construction, operation and maintenance of 2-lane bi-directional Zojila Tunnel
in Jammu & Kashmir.
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Q.37. Consider the following arguments:
A. Some diamonds are precious stones.
B. Some diamonds are not precious stones.
Which of the following conclusion can logically be
drawn? 			
(a) A can be true and B can be false.			
(b) A can be false and B can be true.
(c) Both statements A and B can be false.
(d) Both statement A and B can be true.
Q.38. In a school there five teachers:
A and B were teaching Hindi and English.
C and B were teaching English and Geography.
D and A were teaching Mathematics and Hindi.
E and B were teaching History and French.
Which of the following teachers was teaching
maximum number of subjects?
(a) A
(b) B
(c) C		 (d) D
Q.39. A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting around a table. A is
between E and F,E is opposite to D and C is not in
either of the neighbouring seats of E. Who is sitting
opposite to B ?
(a) D
(b) C
(c) F		 (d) E
Q.40. Consider the statements A and B and conclusion I
and II and answer according to the codes given
below:
Statements:
A. Some reformers are fanatics.
B. All reformers are idealistics.
Conclusions:
I. Some idealists are fanatics.
II. All fanatics are reformers.
Codes:
(a) Only conclusion I follows.			
(b) Only conclusion II follows.
(c) Both conclusion I and II follows.			
(d) Neither conclusion I nor II follows.
Q.41. Consider the statements A and B and conclusion I,
II, III and IV and select your answer from the codes
given below the conclusions:
A. Some scholar are women.
B. All teachers are women.
Conclusions:
I. All scholar are teachers.
II. Some women are scholars.
III. Some women are teachers.
IV. All teachers are scholars.
Code:
(a) Only conclusions I follows.			
(b) Only conclusions I and II follows.

Q.42.

Q.43.

Q.44.

Q.45.

Q.46.

Q.47.

(c) Only conclusions II and III follows.			
(d) Only conclusions I, II III and IV follows.
There are two statements A and B followed by two
conclusions I and II. Taking the two statements as
true even if they seem to be at variance with common
known facts: decide which of the given conclusions
logically followed from the given statement. Select
your answer from the codes given the conclusion:
Statements:
A. Namita is charming
B. Namita is a girl.
Conclusion:
I. All girls are charming.
II. No girls are charming.
Codes:
(a) Only conclusion I follows.
(b) Only conclusion II follows.
(c) Both conclusion I and II follows. 			
(d) Neither conclusion I nor II follows.
If 'all men are mortal' is true, which of the following
can be validly referred?
(a) All mortals are men.			
(b) Some mortals are men.
(c) Some men are not mortal.			
(d) Some non-men are non-mortal.
'Man is crown of creation' in an example of
(a) Figurative definition
(b) Negative definition
(c) Accidental definition			
(d) None of the above
"Division of plants' into stem, root and branches" is
an instance of (a) Physical division
(b) Logical division
(c) Metaphysical division			
(d) Cross division
The French are polished people.
M. Blane is a French man.
Therefore, M. Blane is a polished person.
This involves the fallacy of
(a) Composition		
(b) Four terms
(c) Division		
(d) None of the above
Test the validity or invalidity of the following
syllogism and if invalid, find out fallacy involved in
it:
All Englishmen are wise.
All white men are wise.
Thereforre, all white men are Englishmen
Fallacies:

Maharashtra has issued a notification for creating an administrative framework for the
implementation of the National Food Security Act, 2013.
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Q.48.

Q.49.

Q.50.

Q.51.

Q.52.

Q.53.

Q.54.

Q.55.
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(a) Illicit minor
(b) Illicit major			
(c) Fallacy of undistributed middle
(d) Fallacy of four couses
"Division of mind into feeling, thinking and willing"
is an instance of(a) Physical division		
(b) Logical division
(c) Metaphysical division
(d) Cross division
How does one choose the option with the highest
expected utility while making rational decision
making? Find the correct sequence on the basis of
the codes given below:
1. Assigning utilities.
2. Weighting/Multiplying the utilities by the likelihoods.
3. Evaluating the likelihood of alternatives.
4. Assessing the consequences.
Codes:
(a) 1, 3, 2, 4		
(b) 1, 4, 3, 2
(c) 3, 4, 1, 2		
(d) 1, 4, 2, 3
Which of the following strategies facilitate problem
solving? Give answer on the basics of codes give below:
1. Algorithms		
2. Metal set
3. Planning fallacy
4. Heuristics
5. Analogy
Codes:
(a) 1, 2 and 4		
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1 and 5			
(d) 1, 4 and 5
Judgemental statement in decision making are
known as(a) Intuitions		
(b) Heuristics
(c) Bounded rationality (d) Biases
Sequence of operations that may be used recursively
until it satisfies a condition determined by a
programme is called(a) Reasoning 		
(b) Heuristics
(c) Algorithm		
(d) Problem space
The way in which options are presented influences
the selection of an oiption. It is called(a) Availability Heuristics
(b) Framing effect
(c) Representativeness			
(d) Mental set
Find the odd member out from the following process
of decision-making:
(a) Intelligence activity (b) Design activity
(c) Choice activity
(d) Identification Activity
When insufficient time is devoted to consider upon
each alternative, it is called(a) Decision making under stress.			
MICA MARCH 2018

(b) Decision making dynamics.
(c) Disastrous decision making.			
(d) Temporal narrowing.
Q.56. Which of the following heuristics is used in the
process of judging something on the basis of
similarity and random looking appearance?
(a) Availability heuristic 			
(b) Representativeness heuristic
(c) Anchoring heuristic			
(d) Adjustment heuristic
Q.57. Match the items in List-I with those in List-II and
select your correct answerList-I				
List - II
A.
The majority must be right 1. Attacking a person's
character.
B.
Personal argument
2. Assuming
something to be
real while it may be
hyupothetical.
C.
Ad Hominemargument
3. If most people do
something it must be
right.
D.
The fallacy of reification 4. It must be right
because it happened
to me.
Code:
				
A
B
C
D
(a) 3
4
1
3			
(b) 4
3
2
1
(c) 2
1
3
4			
(d) 1
2
4
3
Q.58. Which one of the following phases is not related to
decision-making process?
(a) Identification phase			
(b) The developmental phase
(c) The selection phase			
(d) The control phase
Q.59. The process of using the technique for narrowing
choices is called(a) Controlling		
(b) Management
(c) Decision making (d) Planning
Q.60. When a person knows little about the intended goals
of a decision and when outcome options are unclear,
such a situation is called(a) Certain			
(b) Uncertain
(c) Risky			
(d) Ambiguous
Q.61. Distinctive and sometimes seemingly sudden understanding
of a problem that aids in solving the problem is called(a) Insight 			
(b) Association
(c) Mental set		
(d) Creativity

Union Cabinet approved amendments in the Model Concession Agreement (MCA) to boost Port
Sector.
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Q.62. The missing number (?) in the following sequence16, 24, ?, 210, 945 is :
(a) 60
(b) 72
(c) 80		 (d) 96
Q.63. If a * b = 2a - 3b + ab, then (3 * 5) + 5 * 3 is(a) 24
(b) 22
(c) 28			
(d) 30
Q.64. In a certain code language if NATURE is coded as
MASUQE, then in that code FAMINE will be coded as:
(a) FBMJND		
(b) GANIOE
(c) FZNJME		
(d) EALIME
Q.65. The missing number in the following figures3
3
3
1

Q.66.

Q.67.

Q.68.

Q.69.

Q.70.

12

5

3

20

7

2

?

7

6
8
6
(a) 10
(b) 15
(c) 20		 (d) 25
In a certain code 1578963 is written as PRIVATE
and 2344903 is written as MESSAGE What will be
written for SIEGE in that code?
(a) 54307 (b) 34705 (c) 43230 (d) 47303
What next in the following?
10, 8, 16, 18, 9, 7, 14, 16, 8
(a) 10
(b) 22
(c) 6		 (d) 14
Which number is wrong in the given series?
17, 26, 38, 50, 65
(a) 17
(b) 26
(c) 38		 (d) 65
If in the certain code 1245 is coded as 3,3458 is
coded as 5 and 4569 is coded as 6, then in that code
5689 will be coded as(a) 2
(b) 4		
(c) 7		 (d) 8
The missing number (?) in the third figure is :
60

85

8

15

10 17

114
?

D

19

		(a) 12
(b) 9		
(c) 7		 (d) 6
Q.71. If the day before yesterday was Sunday, what day
will be four days after the day after tomorrow ?
(a) Sunday (b) Monday (c) Tuesday (d) Friday
Q.72. In the given matrix the missing value of y is:
4
2
1
21

5
3
8
98

(a) 94

6
7
3
y
(b) 76

Q.74. 20 litres of a mixture contains milk and water in the
ratio 3 : 2. If 5 more litres of water is added to it, then
the percentage of milk in the new mixture will be(a) 48
(b) 36
(c) 40		 (d) 52
Q.75. On selling 82 bananas a fruit seller gains the selling
price of 7 bananas. His gain percent is1
(a) 8
(b) 83
(c) 913 		 (d) 923
Q.76. Which least number should be added to 2203 so that
the sm become a perfect square?
(a) 2
(b) 8		
(c) 3		 (d) 6
Q.77. A can do a work in 8 hours, B and C together can do
it in 6 hours, A and C together do it in 4 hours. How
long time B will take to do it alone?
(a) 10 hrs. (b) 12 hrs. (c) 20 hrs. (d) 24 hrs.
Q.78. The system of linear equations
2x + y = 6, x + y = 4, 2x - y = 3 has
(a) A unique solution (b) Infinite solutions
(c) No solution		
(d) Two solutions
Q.79. If x2 + y2 - 4x - 4y + 8 = 0, then value of x - y is(a) -4
(b) 4		
(c) 3		 (d) 0
Q.80. If m, n are roots of equation x2 - 3x + p = 0 and m3 +
n3 = 81, then p =
(a) -4
(b) -6
(c) -8		 (d) -10
Q.81. If x2 - 3x + 2 is factor of x4 - px2 + q, then the value of
p and q respectively will be(a) -5, 4 (b) -5, -4 (c) 5, 4		 (d) 5, -4
Q.82. In the triangle ABC, AB = AC, D and E are points on
AC and AB so that AD = DE = EC = BC. Then ÐA
is equal to A

(c) 73		

(d) 16

Q.73. A student got twice as many questions wrong as he
got right. If he attempted 48 questions in all, the
number of questions solved by him correctly is(a) 12
(b) 16
(c) 24		 (d) 18

E
B

C

0
(d) 25 57
Q.83. The angle subtended by a chord of a circle at its
centre is 600. Ratio between chord and diameter of
the circle is:
(a) 2:1
(b) 1:2
(c) 1:1		 (d) 2 :1
Q.84. A solid cylinder with radius of 7 cm has total surface
area 440 cm2. Height of the cylinder is(a) 3 cm (b) 5 cm (c) 7 cm (d) 10 cm
Q.85. The value of 1n {(x1 - A) + (x2 - A) +....+ (xn - A)} is

(a) 300

(b) 200

zero if A is(a) Median			
(c) Arithemtic mean

Anisa Sayyed won the women's 25m pistol gold with a new record at the 61st National Shooting
Championship Competitions.

(c) 400		

(b) Mode
(d) None of the above
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Q.86. If in the data 15, 25, 59, 48, 3, 21, 30, 32 and 51, 25 is
replaced by 52, the new median of this data will be(a) 21
(b) 48
(c) 30		 (d) 32
Q.87. The mean of the following cumulative frequency
distribution
Variable
Cumulative
frequency

Q.88.

Q.89.

Q.90.

Q.91.

Q.92.

Q.93.

110

1
3

2
13

3 4 5 6
22 29 32 33

is(a) 2.90 (b) 3.00 (c) 3.25 (d) 3.45
The mean weight of students of a class is 38 kg. The
average weights of boys and girls are respectively
42 kg and 33 kg. If number of boys is 25, then the
number of girls is(a) 10
(b) 15
(c) 20		 (d) 25
Self - awareness component of the personal
competence aspect of emotional intelligence does
not include(a) Emotional awareness (b) Accurate self assessment
(c) Self-confidence
(d) Self-control
Some people purposely manipulate information so
that receiver will perceive it more favourably.
Which of the following sentence will be correct for
above assertion?
(a) It will enhance the effectiveness of communication.
(b) It is a barrier for effective communication.
(c) Both (a) and (b) are correct.			
(d) Both (a) and (b) are incorrect.
When employees voice divergent opinions or
concerns over issues, managers should manifest
which of the following behaviour as a best option?
(a) Ignore it.		
(b) Take time and wait for silence.
(c) Behave in a supportive manner and must take
these under advisement.			
(d) Don't take any cognisance.
"An employment interviewer who expects a female
job-applicant to put her family ahead of her career is
likely to see that in all female applicants, regardless
of whether they actually feel that why."
Which of the following sentence is correct for the
above assertion?
(a) It matches with our value system.			
(b) We do not see reality, we interpret what we see
and call it reality.
(c) Interviewer can think in this way because he has
power.			
(d) There is no problem to think in this way.
"You must honour the person and the feelings he or
she expresses, even if you feel differently."
MICA MARCH 2018

Which of the sentence is correct in reference to
above statement?
(a) You connot dismiss the other person's feelings as
wrong, in appropriate or silly.			
(b) Respond another as a unique and valuable person.
(c) You cannot treat another person as merely a
member of some other group.
(d) All of the above are correct.
Q.94. During a conversation with your friend, you notice
that his body seems tense and his voice is sharp.
You might say, "you seen really stressed in your
communication."
Your sentence is an example of(a) Meta communication			
(b) Sympathy
(c) Interference			
(d) Prejudice
Q.95. Styles of conflict management are given below.
Arrange them in the correct order and select your
correct answer from the codes given below the styles.
1. Compromising
2. Avoiding
3. Competing		
4. Accommodating
5. Collaborating
Code:
(a) 3, 1, 5, 4, 2		
(b) 2, 3, 4, 1, 5
(c) 3, 4, 2, 5, 1		
(d) 4, 3, 1, 2, 5
Q.96. Every type of communication is affected by its(a) Reception		
(b) Transmission
(c) Non-regulation
(d) Context
Q.97. In oral communication, what matters most is(a) What you say?
(b) Where you say?
(c) How you say it? (d) Whey you say it?
Q.98. Which of the following is a paralinguistic cue?
(a) Facial expression (b) Tonal pitch
(c) Gesture			
(d) Posture
Q.99. What are the barriers of effective communication?
(a) Moralising, being judgemental and comments of
consolation.			
(b) Dialogue, summary and self-review.
(c) Use of simple words, cool reaction and defensive
attitude.		
(d) Personal statements, eye contact and simple
narration.			
Q.100. Choice of communication partners is influenced by
factor of(a) Proximity, utility, loneliness.			
(b) Utility, secrecy, dissonance.
(c) Secrecy, dissonance, deception.			
(d) Dissmilarity, dissonance, deviance.

According to researchers, 2 degrees Celsius rise in global warming will lead to the increase in
threat of Drought.
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Q.1.(a)
Q.2.(c)
Q.3.(a)
Q.4.(a)
Q.5.(a)
Q.6.(d)
Q.7.(c)
Q.8.(a)
Q.9.(b)
Q.10.(b)
Q.11.(a)
Q.15.(c)
Q.16.(d)
Q.20.(d)
Q.24.(d)
Q.28.(a)
Q.32.(b)
Q.36.(b)
Q.37.(d)
Q.38.(b)
Q.39.(c)

Q.40.(a)
Q.44.(a)
Q.48.(c)
Q.52.(b)
Q.56.(a)
Q.60.(d)
Q.61.(a)
Q.62.(a)

GENERAL STUDY - II ANSWERS

The wall is built by the mason. (Present
Indefinite tense.)
Because trees are noun; so interrogative
adjective qualifies it.
Neither ........ nor ......... + singular verb.
Imperative sentence.
The correct spelling is 'conceive.'
Vallant (Adj) - brave
Inspite of
To tolerate
for
Q.12.(d)
Q.13.(b)
Q.14.(d)
It is an idiom.
Q.17.(a)
Q.18.(c)
Q.19.(b)
Q.21.(a)
Q.22.(c)
Q.23.(b)
Q.25.(b)
Q.26.(a)
Q.27.(d)
Q.29.(c)
Q.30.(c)
Q.31.(a)
Q.33.(d)
Q.34.(c)
Q.35.(c)
Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not
correct explanation of (A).
Both statement (A) and (B) can be true.
B teaches, Hindi, English, Geography,
History and French.
D
D
F
C
C
A F
B
B
A
E
E
From both figure F is opposite to B.
Q.41.(c)
Q.42.(d)
Q.43.(b)
Q.45.(a)
Q.46.(c)
Q.47.(c)
Q.49.(c)
Q.50.(d)
Q.51.(c)
Q.53.(c)
Q.54.(a)
Q.55.(d)
Q.57.(a)
Q.58.(b)
Q.59.(d)

16 × 1.5 = 24
24 × 2.5 = 60
60 × 3.5 = 210
210 × 4.5 = 945
Q.63.(a)
(3 × 5)
=2×3-3×5+3×5
		
= 6 - 15 + 15 = 6
(5 × 3)
=2×5-3×3+5×3
		
= 10 - 9 + 15 = 16
(3 × 5) + (5 × 3) = 6 + 16 = 22 		

Q.64.(d)

Q.65.(b)

Q.66.(d)

-1 -1 -1
NAT UR E

-1 -1 -1
F AM I N E

MA S U Q E

E A L I ME

(3 - 6) (1 - 5) = 3 × 4 = 12
(3 - 8) (3 - 7) = 5 × 4 = 20
(3 - 6) (2 - 7) = 3 × 5 = 15
P R I V A T E M E S S A G E S I EG E
1 5 78 9 6 3 2 3 44 9 0 3 4 7 30 9
+2

Q.67.(c)

+2

10, 8, 16, 18, 9, 7, 14, 16, 8, 6
-2
Q.68.(c)

Q.69.(c)

Q.70.(a)

Q.71.(b)
Q.72.(a)

Q.73.(b)

Q.74.(a)

-2

-2

42+1=16+1=17
52+1=25+1=26
62+1=36+1= 37
72+1=49+1=50
82+1=64+1=65
1+2+4+5, 12=3, 3×4 = 12
3+4+5+8=5, 20 = 5, 5×4= 20
4+5+6+9 = 64, 24 = 6, 6 × 4 = 24
5 + 6 + 8 + 9 = ?, 28 = ?, ? × 4 = 28, ?=7
60÷15=4×2=8
85÷17=5×2=10
114÷19=6×2=12
42+22+12 =21
52+32+82 =25+9+64=98
62+72+32 =36+49+9=94
Number of questions solved correctly by him
=x
Number of questions solved incorrectly by
him = 2x
According to the question,
x + 2x = 48
3x = 48
x = 16
Milk: Water = 3 : 2
3
Milk = × 20 = 12 litres

5
2
Water = × 20 = 8 litres
5

After adding 5 litres of water in it.
Percentage of milk = 12 × 100 = 48%

As per report titled “2018 World Economic League Table”, India will become 5th largest economy in the year 2018.
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Q.75.(c)

Let selling price of each banana = Rs.1
Profit = Rs.7
C.P. = Rs.82 – Rs.7 = Rs.75
Profit% =

Q.76.(d)
Q.77.(d)

Q.78. (c)
Q.79.(d)

Q.80.(b)

Q.81.(c)
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7
1
×100 % = 9 %
75
3

We know that 47 = 2209
So, we need to add 2209 – 2203 = 6
3 …….. A ………….. 8
4 …….. B + C ………… 6
6 …….. A + C ………… 4
(L.C.M. of 4, 6 and 8 = 24)
Work done by C in a day = 3 units
Work done by B in a day = 1 unit
Time taken by B to do the work alone = 24 ÷
1 = 24 hrs.
No solution
x2 + y2 – 4x – 4y + 8 = 0
x2 + – 4x + 4 + y2– 4y + 4 = 0
(x – 2)2 + (y – 2)2 = 0
i.e. (x – 2)2 = 0 and (y – 2)2 = 0
x = 2 and y = 2
x–y=2–2=0
Given equation is x2 – 3x + p = 0
It is given that m and n are the roots of the
above equation,
m+n=3
mn = p
According to the question,
(m + n)2 = m2 + n2 + 2mn
m2 + n2 = 9 - 2p
Also, m3 + n3 = (m + n) (m2 + n2 – mn)
81 = 3 × (9 - 2p – p)
27 = 9 - 3p
- 3p = 18
p=-6
Given that x2 – 3x + 2 = 0 is a factor of x4 –
px2 + q
x2 – 3x + 2 = 0
x2 – 2x – x + 2 = 0
x(x – 2) – 1(x – 2) = 0
(x – 1) (x – 2) = 0
x = 1, 2
Let f(x) = x4 – px2 + q
On putting x = 1
1 – p + q = 0 ⇒ p – q = 1 ….(I)
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On putting x = 2
16 – 4p + q = 0 ⇒ 4p – q = 16 ….(II)
On solving (I) and (II), we get
3p = 15, p = 5
and q = 4
Q.82.(d)

2

Let ∠A = θ , then, ∠ AED = ∠ A = θ (As,
AD = DE)
∠ CDE = ∠ A + ∠ AED = 2 θ
∠ DCE = ∠ CDE = 2 θ
∠ DEC = 180o - ∠ DCE - ∠ CDE
= 180o - 2 θ - 2 θ = 180o - 4 θ
∠ BEC = 180o – (180o - 4 θ ) - θ = 3 θ
∠ CBE = 3 θ = ∠ BCE
In ∆ ABC,
∠ A + ∠ BCE + ∠ CBE = 180o
θ + 3 θ + 3 θ = 180o
7 θ = 180o
o
θ = 180 = 25 5
7
7

o

Q.83.(b)

Q.84.(a)

The angle subtended by a chord of a circle at
the center is 60o.
So, ∆ OAB is an equilateral triangle.
Required ratio = 1 : 2
Total surface area = 2 π rh + 2 π r2
= 2 π r(h + r)
440 = 2 ×

22
× 7 (h + 7)
7

10 = h + 7

The output wheat is expected to touch an all time high of 100 million tonnes in 2017-18.

SOLVED PAPER 2017
h=3
Q.85.(c)

1
{( x1 − A ) + ( x 2 − A ) + ... + ( x n − A )} = 0
n
1
{( x1 + x 2 + x 3 .... + x n ) − n × A} = 0
n
( x1 + x 2 + x 3 .... + x n ) − n × A = 0
n
n
i =1

i

n

A=
Q.86.(d)

Q.88.(c)

Q.87. (b)
Frequency

1

3

3

2

13

10

3

22

9

4

29

7

1

∑f x
i =1
6

Q.89. (b)
Q.93. (b)
Q.97. (c)

i

∑f

i

i

1× 3 + 2 ×10 + 3 × 9 + 4 × 7 + 5 × 3 + 6 × 1
33

25 × 42 + x × 33
( 25 + x )

38 =

Cumulative
Frequency

33

=3
Mean weight of class
=

2

Variable

6

i =1

=

Arranging data in ascending order = 3, 15,
21, 30, 32, 48, 52, 51, 59
n=9
( 9 + 1) th term = 5th term = 32
Median =

3

Mean =

−A =0

1 n
∑ xi
n i =1

32

6
			

n

∑x

5

25 × 42 + x × 33
( 25 + x )

950 + 38x = 1050 + 33x
5x = 100
x = 20
Q.90. (a)
Q.91. (c)
Q.94. (c)
Q.95. (b)
Q.98. (a)
Q.99. (a)

A two-day conference of all Commanders of Eastern Air Command held at Shillong.

Q.92. (b)
Q.96. (d)
Q.100. (a)
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