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Editorial
DONT STOP WHEN YOU ARE TIRED, STOP WHEN 

YOU ARE DONE

Dear Aspirants,

This is the last month of the year. We all have started the year with lots of resolutions and dreams. The 
most important one is to get a government job, in Banking, SSC, Railways or any other organization. 
We all have some different aims in life, but one thing which is common in all those dreams is hard 
work. It is the key to success. 

There is no secret to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning from failure. 
Most of us only study when there is some exam in sight. If that hard work during exam is done the 
entire year, the situation must be different. Every day is an opportunity to change your future. Make 
every day productive and creative. Give at least 2-3 Hours daily to study. This will not only decrease 
the last minute pressure before exam but also increase your efficiency during exam. Keep last few days 
before exam only for revision, not for starting preparations. 

In this issue of MICA, we are discussing some important information about Nobel Prizes. The awards 
for 2017 are announced in the month of October. The Noble Prizes are given in six different fields i.e. 
Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, Literature, Peace and Economics science. We are sharing 
all the facts and figures relevant for examinations.  Along with this, an article of ‘Gandhi Jayanti 
Swacch Bharat Mission’ is present in this issue. This article describes the how Mahatma Gandhi is 
deeply associated with sanitation. India has organised ‘Paryatan Parv’ in the month of October. It is 
a great effort to link the heritage cities of nation. Financial inclusion in Rising India is discussing the 
schemes and all the efforts of Government to bring financial inclusion. Along with this, all the regular 
columns discussing all the current events are present in this edition.
Wishing you all the best for your happy and bright future!

         “Your Success is Our Success”

Gratitude

With Best Wishes
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.
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Ajay Raju has won the 2017 American Bazaar Philanthropy award.

ATUL

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Shiv Kumar Soni
Mother’s Name :  Shyam Dulari Soni
Hobbies  : Playing Cricket, Listening Music
Prior Selection  : This is my first selection
Name of the Exam : CRPF (HCM) Clerk
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 2320035918
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : PDH0270195743

Atul Soni

MICA : Mahendras family expresses 
its heartiest congratulations on your 
success.

ATUL : Thank You.

MICA : To whom do you want to 
give the credit of your selection?

ATUL : My parents, Friends and 
Mahendras Institute.

MICA : After how many attempts did 
you succeed in examination?

ATUL : This was my 1st attempt.

MICA : What is the role of Mahendras 
institute in your selection?

ATUL : Yes Mahendras always 
motivated me for studies. The faculty 
and overall atmosphere of the institute 
is very inspiring which played a 
decisive role in my success.

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
examination?

ATUL :  By regular studies of 
newspaper, Practicing of speed test, and 
continuous study by the study material 
provided by Mahendras.

English

Regular speed Tests of Mahendras, 
daily reading of Editorial of Various 

English Newspapers. 

General Intelligence

Mahendras Books on General 
Intelligence helped me a lot. Along 

with it the matter published on 
Mahendra Guru Website is very useful.

Numerical Aptitude

It is a very crucial section in every 
examination. I practiced a lot from ST 

provided by Mahendras. 

Clerical Aptitude

I  prepared this section from the study 
material provided by Mahendras.

Descriptive Paper

The study material of Mahendras 
designed specially for Essay & Letter 

writing was very helpful.

MICA : How about “Master in Current 
Affairs Magazine”?

ATUL : MICA is a complete package 
of current affairs. It is a must have 
magazine for all the aspirants. 

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, according to 
you?

ATUL : The best part about Mahendas 
is the support of faculties and their 
study materials.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s success?

ATUL :  Time management cannot be 
ignored in any level of examination. 
It is very important to manage time 
properly otherwise you may lose your 
chance of selection. 

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
Interview?

ATUL : I joined interview classes and 
attended all the mocks interviews.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions asked?

ATUL : The interview board was very 
friendly and mostly personal questions 
were asked.

The questions asked were:

(I)    Questions about my background.

(II)   Some current related issues.

(III)  Some Situational based questions.

MICA : By whom did you get 
information of your selection and what 
was your reaction?

ATUL :   I was extremely happy with 
the results and I conveyed the news to 
my parents first.

MICA : What message do you want to 
convey to other aspirants?

ATUL : Study hard and manage your 
time wisely.

MICA : Congratulations once again 
on your success. Your success is our 
success.

ATUL : Thank You Mahendra for 
guiding me to Success.
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 # Who has inaugurated AMRIT pharmacy stores in Shimla?  J P Nadda
 # Project AMRIT is a jointly optimised by Union Government and____      HLL Lifecare
 # What does ‘T’ stands for in the abbreviation “CCTNS”?                              Tracking
 # Who is the current Lieutenant Governor of Andaman and Nicobar Islands?    Jagdish Mukhi              
 # LCU MK-IV an amphibious ship has been developed by-   GRSE
 # “Mentor India” Campaign was launched by-   NITI Aayog
 # Under which program Atal Tinkering Labs were established?     AIM
 # Recently which state has launched Tea made from Olives?    Rajasthan
 # What is the erstwhile name of PM Kisan Sampada Yojana?         Sampada
 # Sub-categories of the Other Backward Classes (OBCs) has been defined under Article:   340
 # Who is the Chairman of the National Commission for Backward Classes?   Vangala Eswaraiah
 # Right to Privacy is protected under which Article of the Constitution of India?   21
 # AADHAR number comprises of how many digits?     12
 # Who inaugurated “YUVA - Skill Development Programme” an initiative by Delhi Police?   Rajnath Singh
 # In which year Make in India Scheme was launched?     2014
 # Who is the new Minister of Parliamentary Affairs?    Ananthkumar
 # Who inaugurated first Pension Adalat in India?   Jitendra Singh
 # What does ‘W’ stands for in the abbreviation “WARB”?   Welfare
 # Sashtra Seema Bal comes under which ministry?  Home Ministry
 # Who laid the foundation stone of Sardar Sarovar Dam project in India?  Jawahar Lal Nehru
 # Which state shall benefit most from the Sardar Sarovar Dam?   Madhya Pradesh
 # India’s first high speed rail project with the assistance of Japan has been laid between-  Mumbai-Ahmedabad
 # The Project cost to build Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR) Project is:  Rs. 1.1 lakh crore
 # Name of the operation by India to provide assistance to Bangladesh in Rohingya crises is:    Insaniyat
 # Rakhine State situated in-    Myanmar
 # Name the portal launched by HRD Ministry on Teacher’s Day?   Diksha
 # National Nutrition Strategy aimed at malnutrition free India was launched by:  Niti Aayog
 # What does ‘E’ stands for in the abbreviation “FAME”?        Electric
 # MoS DoNER _______ inaugurated two-day “North East Calling” festival in Delhi.   Jitendra Singh           
 # What is the name of the Indian Naval Sailing Vessel with an all women crew?  Tarini
 # Which country has signed deal to buy Russian S- Missile Systems?        Turkey
 # ADB will provide  $ 152 million loan to __________ to enhance power transmission.  Nepal
 # Pakistan will strengthen anti-terrorism and security cooperation with:  China
 # Which company won the Raksha Mantri’s Award for Excellence?  BEML
 # Emma Morano the world’s oldest person who died recently hailed from which country?  Italy 
 # Robert W Taylor the renowned computer pioneer who passed away hailed from which     

country?  United States
 # Famous HIV/AIDS researcher Mark Weinberg passed away recently belonged to which     

country? Canada 
 # Carme Chacon who passed away recently was the Defence Minister of which European     

country?  Spain
 # Head quarter of DRDO is located at?       New Delhi
 # IAF successfully conducts development of___________           Astra missile
 # What is the India’s rank in the 2017 Global Human Capital Index (GHCI)?           103

AYUSH Festival of Stamps 2017 began in Panaji.
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 # Which state has tied up with Mother Diary to set up a state-of-the-art milk and milk     
products processing plant?  Maharashtra

 # The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)  has launched which online     
platform for food inspection & sampling?         FoSCoRIS 

 # Which city has topped the  Global Financial Centres Index (GFCI)?   London
 # The researchers of which institute have developed a low-cost method for treating     

Osteoarthritis (OA)? IIT Roorkee 
 # Which Indian university has been named the top university in India according to Times     

Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings?  IIT-Kharagpur
 # Where is the headquarters of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) located?  New Delhi 
 # Which bollywood actress has become the first Indian woman ambassador for Tourism     

Australia?  Parineeti Chopra
 # Which organisation has developed an artificial leaf to create fuel from sunlight?  National Chemical  

  Laboratory, Pune
 # Which IIT has successfully developed an implantable bio artificial pancreas?  IIT Guwahati 
 # The world’s first Low Enriched Uranium (LEU)  Bank has been opened by IAEA in     

which country?   Kazakhstan
 # Which of the following IIT have developed biosensor to detect kidney disorders? IIT Bombay and   

  IIT Indore
 # Which Indian sportsperson has been appointed as the WHO Goodwill Ambassador for     

physical activity in the South-East Asia Region (SEAR)?  Milkha Singh
 # IAU names two__________ Mountains after Tenzing Norgay Edmund Hillary ?  Pluto 
 # Nano missile technology is developed by:  Dacharla Panduranga  

  Rohith
 # India in August granted US pharmaceutical company Pfizer Inc a patent for:  Pneumonia vaccine
 # Moss peris tome takes part in:  spore dispersal
 # According to Forbes, who is the highest paid actor?  Mark Wahlberg
 # ‘I Do What I Do’  book is written by:      Raghuram Rajan
 # In which state Labeo filiferus is the new species of edible fish found?     Kerala 
 # Headquarters of Food Safety and Standards Authority of India is located at? New Delhi 
 # Which country is top in the Global Human Capital Index (GHCI)?  Norway 
 # Who became India’s number one single player in the latest ATP rankings?  Ramkumar Ramanathan
 # Which Indian won three medals at ITTF El Salvador Junior Open?   Mudit Dani
 # ‘Fade’ is a term related to which sports?  Golf
 # National Sports Day is celebrated on?       August
 # Wayne Rooney who retired from international football belongs to:   England
 # B C Roy trophy is associated with which sport?       Football
 # Which Indian won a silver medal at the World University Games?  Sanjivani Jadhav
 # Which city will host table tennis team World Cup?  London
 # Who is the president of All India Tennis Association (AITA)?  Praveen Mahajan
 # Women’s singles final of the Badminton World Championships was held at?  Glasgow 
 # Bhupendra Singh is related to which sports?        Athletics
 # What does ‘A’ stands for in the acronym NPPA?          Authority
 # Who became the sixth Indian to play  ODIs?         M S Dhoni
 # Who among the following has won a bronze medal at the World Boxing Championships?  Gaurav Bidhuri

NIIF of India signed a pact worth USD 1 billion with Abu Dhabi Investment Authority.
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 # World Boxing Championship  was held in?  Germany
 # The first wicketkeeper in the world to effect 100 stumpings in One Day Internationals?   M S Dhoni 
 # Who among the following has won the Italian Grand Prix title?        Lewis Hamilton
 # Commonwealth Youth weightlifting championships 2017 was held at?  Gold Coast Australia
 # Who won a silver medal in the men’s double trap event at ISSF World Shotgun    

Championship?  Ankur Mittal
 # ISSF World Shotgun Championship  was held at? Moscow, Russia
 # Who among the following will host the  edition of the Commonwealth (Youth Junior and     

Senior) Weightlifting Championships?  India
 # Which country has been ranked first in the latest ICC Test rankings?   India
 #  Who has won the Caribbean Premier League title for the second time?  Trinbago Knight Riders 
 # Who has won the men’s singles US Open title ?  Rafael Nadal
 # Jamie Murray belongs to which country?            United Kingdom
 # Which city will host the BWF World Senior Badminton Championships?  Kochi
 # The 9th Asian Age-group Aquatic Championship was held at?  Tashkent Uzbekistan 
 # The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) has awarded the rights to host the 36th National     

Games to ________        Goa
 # Which country will host the 2024 Olympics Games?   Paris
 # Who has won Korean Open Super series women’s singles  title?  P V Sindhu
 # What is color of  `200 banknotes?         Bright Yellow
 # Task Force on Artificial Intelligence (AI)  for India’s Economic Transformation is     

headed by:  V Kamakoti
 #  ___________________ has signed an MoU with Microsoft to develop “farm price     

forecasting model”.             Karnataka
 # What is the name of vice chairman of NITI AAYOG?  Rajiv Kumar
 # The 17th meeting of Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) was held at:  New Delhi 
 #  Which Bank has become the first bank in India to launch DigiPOS?  HDFC
 # Which Bank has been given scheduled bank status by RBI?  Ujjivan
 # With which Bank Freyr Energy has tied up to offer term loans?  Axis Bank
 # Which Bank has been included by RBI in ‘too big to fail’ lenders list? HDFC
 # According to FIEO trade between India and Singapore will reach to __________ by the     

financial year 2019-20.                  $20 billion
 # Which Bank has with BSNL will roll out open mobile wallet Speedpay across 10 states in      

the country?    PNB 
 # Which Software services firm has completed the acquisition of London-based Brilliant     

Basics?  Infosys
 # Which Payments Bank has partnered with NPCI to launch a RuPay-powered digital debit     

card?  Paytm
 # Who is the MD of HDFC Bank?         Aditya Puri
 # According to Nomura’s Report India’s GDP growth is expected to be around _________      

in the financial year 2017-18:           7.1%
 # According to WPP’s BrandZ Top 50 report Which Bank has topped the list of the     

country’s top  brands?            HDFC
 #  IndusInd Bank has secured up to 200 $million (about Rs 1282 crores) loan from _______     

to serve low-income women borrowers in rural areas.    ADB

India’s first-ever All India Institute of Ayurveda was inaugurated in New Delhi.
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 # With which Bank Amazon has signed an agreement to provide Micro-loans to sellers?  Bank of Baroda  
 # According to ______________ report India is likely to be third largest economy of the     

World by 2028.                   HSBC 
 # Which Bank has approved USD 1.4 billion loans for sustainable development projects in     

China India and Russia?             NDB
 # India and ____________ will set up USD 40 million fund for industrial research and     

technological innovation. Israel
 # Who has taken over as Secretary to the Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs? Rajiv Gauba
 # Who has been appointed as Indian High Commissioner to Cyprus?   R K Raghavan
 # Who has become the 1st woman player from Jharkhand who has been awarded Dhyan     

Chand Award 2017? Samurai Tete
 # India and __________ signed two agreements including technical cooperation in the      

field of railways.          Switzerland
 #  Who has been appointed by Tyre major Bridgestone as its brand ambassador?  P V Sindhu
 # The first ‘BIMSTEC Disaster Management Exercise-2017’ (BIMSTEC DMEx-2017)      

was held at:  New Delhi
 # Who has been appointed as the President of the News Broadcasters Association (NBA)      

for-2017?        Rajat Sharma
 # International Day of Peace is observed around the world on ____________ September:   21
 # Who has been awarded with the United Nations’ Peace Prize 2017?        Zannah Mustaph  
 # What is name of Union Minister of youth affairs and sports?  Rajyavardhan Singh  

  Rathore
 # Which Payments Bank has launched its mobile banking app called BPay?  Fino
 # With which country India is collaborating to build Rooppur nuclear power plant in     

Bangladesh?       Russia
 # ADB has sanctioned a USD 300 million loan facility for carrying forward fiscal reforms      

in ______________ West Bengal
 # Who has won the Under-23 title in the prestigious 2017 Butterfly Badger Open?  Mudit Dani
 # Who has been appointed as the interim chairman of NPCI?     B Sambamurthy
 # World Suicide Prevention Day is observed on-                10th September
 # Who is the author of the book “I am HIV positive so what”?  Jayanta Kalita
 # Which tech giant has launched ‘Project Brainwave’ for real time Artificial Intelligence (AI)?   Microsoft
 # Tony de Brum who passed away recently hailed from which country?  Marshall Islands 
 # India ranks ____ among countries that faced most natural disasters.  3rd
 # The 2019 FIFA Women’s World Cup will be held in which country?    France 
 # Which Ministry approved the Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill 2017?   Law  
 # India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) is headquartered at:     New Delhi    
 # Which country announced to unblock internet calling applications?     Saudi Arabia   
 # The Union government approved the merger and modernization of 17 Government of     

India Presses (GIPs) into _ GIPs.                      5    
 # Zannah Mustapha who won the UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award is from which country?    ‘Nigeria’
 # The Government of India has announced that all peer-to-peer lending (PP) platforms will      

be regulated by the __                RBI    
 # The fifth edition of the North East Festival will be held in __       Delhi  
 # __ granted $ 175000  for Rohingya’ healthcare in Cox’s Bazar.     WHO

INDRA – 2017 International tri services joint exercise is conducted by India and Russia.
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ABBREVIATIONS
COAI  Cellular operators’ Association of India
ICIJ International Consortium of Investigative 

Journalists 
ODI  Overseas Direct Investment 
RNR  Revenue Neutral Rate 
TREDS  Trade Receivables Discounting System 
MUDRA  Micro Units Development and Refinance 

Agency 
IRFC  Indian Railway Finance Corporation
 IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES
December 01 World AIDS Day
December 02 International Day for the Abolition of 

Slavery
December 03 World Conservation Day
December 09 The International Day against Corruption
December 10 Human Rights Day
December 14 World Energy Day
December 18 International Migrants Day
December 29 International Biodiversity Day
ECONOMIC GLOSSARY
Peer-To-Peer Lending (P2P Lending)
P2P lending is a form of crowd-funding used to raise loans 
which are paid back with interest. It uses an online platform 
that matches lenders with borrowers in order to provide 
unsecured loans. The borrower can either be an individual 
or a legal person requiring a loan. 
The interest rate may be set by the platform or by 
mutual agreement between the borrower and the lender. 
Fees are paid to the platform by both the lender as well 
as the borrower. The borrowers pay an origination fee 
according to their risk category. The lenders have to pay an 
administration fee and an additional fee if they choose to 
use any additional service (e.g. legal advice etc.), which the 
platform may provide. 
The platforms do the credit scoring and make a profit from 
arrangement fees and not from the spread between lending 
and deposit rates as is the case with normal financial 
intermediation.
‘Crowd Funding’ is a method of funding a project or 
venture through small amounts of money raised from a 
large number of people typically through a portal acting as 
an intermediary.
There are numerous forms of crowd funding: some are 
charitable donations that provide intangible benefits but 
no financial returns others, such as equity crowd funding 
would fall within the domain of financial markets.
While crowd funding - equity, debt based and fund based- 
would fall under the purview of capital markets regulator 
(SEBI), P2P lending would fall within the domain of the 
Bank. 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS

Behold the Dreamers
:-Imbolo Mbue

Durand’s Curse
:- Rajiv Dogra

The Remains of the Day
:- Kazuo Ishiguro

The Mahabharata Murders 
:- Arnab Ray

Partition 
:- Barney White-Spunner

Anup Vikal of Snapdeal resigned from office as Chief Financial Officer (CFO).
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Rajiv Mehrishi

Rajiv Mehrishi took over as the 13th 
Comptroller and Auditor General 
(CAG) of India on 25 September 2017, 
succeeding Shashi Kant Sharma, who 
left office on 22 September.

Mehrishi was administered the oath 
of office and secrecy by President 
Ram Nath Kovind at a function in 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Delhi. Several dignitaries including 
Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi were present at the occasion.

His predecessor Shashi Kant Sharma had taken over as the 
CAG on 23 May 2013. Prior to his appointment, Sharma 
was serving as the defence secretary.

 # The CAG is appointed for a term of six years or till the 
incumbent attains the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.

 # Since Mehrishi is currently 62 years old, he would be 
in office until 7 August 2020.

 # As a constitutional functionary, the CAG is 
primarily responsible for auditing the accounts of 
the Union government, state governments and the 
bodies and authorities substantially financed by the 
government.

 # The CAG enjoys the same status as a judge of Supreme 
Court of India in Indian order of precedence.

 # The reports of the CAG are taken into consideration 
by the Public Accounts Committees (PACs) and 
Committees on Public Undertakings (COPUs), which 
are special committees in the Parliament of India and 
the state legislatures.

 # The CAG is also the head of the Indian Audit and 
Accounts Department.

About Rajiv Mehrishi

 # Mehrishi, who is a 1978 batch IAS officer of the 
Rajasthan cadre, completed his two-year fixed term 
as the Home Secretary last month.

 # He has previously held several posts in both his state 
cadre Rajasthan and in the Centre.

 # Prior to his appointment as the home secretary, he 
worked as the economic affairs secretary and chief 
secretary of Rajasthan.

 # Mehrishi has also worked as the secretary in 
departments of chemicals and fertilisers, and 
Overseas Indian Affairs.

Shashi Shanker

Shashi Shanker in September 2017 
was appointed the Chairman and 
Managing Director of Oil and Natural 
Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC).The 
appointment is effective till March 2021.

The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet (ACC) named Shanker as CMD 
till his superannuation as against an initial 
one-year term proposed by the Oil Ministry.

Shanker is currently serving as the Director (Technical and 
Field Services) at ONGC. He will take charge from 1 October 
2017 when the incumbent Dinesh K Sarraf retires and will 
have a three-and- a-half-year term until 31 March 2021.

About Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited

 # The Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited is an 
Indian multinational oil and gas company.

 # It is headquartered in Dehradun, Uttarakhand.

 # It is a Public Sector Undertaking of the Government of India.

 # The company was founded on 14 August 1956 by 
Government of India.

 # It is involved in exploring for and exploiting 
hydrocarbons in 26 sedimentary basins of India, and 
owns and operates over 11000 kilometers of pipelines 
in the country.

 # The company comes under the administrative control of 
the Union Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas.

 # It is India’s largest oil and gas exploration and production 
company.

 # It produces around 77 per cent of India’s crude oil and 
around 62 per cent of its natural gas.

Royana Singh

The Banaras Hindu University (BHU) on 
28 September 2017 appointed Royana 
Singh as the first woman Chief Proctor 
of the institution. The appointment was 
approved by Vice Chancellor Girish 
Chandra Tripathi.

Royana would be succeeding O.N. Singh, 
who resigned on 26 September taking 
“moral responsibility” for the recent incidents of violence on 
students inside the premises of the university. Prior to this 
appointment, Royana served as an assistant professor at the 
Institute of Medical Science (Anatomy Department).

Besides being the first woman ever to hold the post 
in the university’s history, Royana also heads the 

APPOINTMENT

APPOINTMENT

Haryana will inaugurate the International Gita Mahotsav.
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university’s women grievance cell. Speaking on her 
new responsibility, Singh said she has a zero-tolerance 
approach towards eve-teasing and will ensure nothing 
of the sort is repeated on campus. “I will be in touch 
with wardens and teachers and wardens will be told 
to constantly interact with students so that we get to 
know of a problem at the start. But there is no gender 
discrimination on campus. I can say this with certainty,” 
she was quoted saying.

Background

A number of students, including women, were injured 
in a baton-charge by the police in BHU where a protest 
organised against an alleged eve-teasing incident turned 
violent.

Girl students at BHU have been protesting alleging gender 
bias in norms and demanding round-the-clock security, 
making security personnel accountable for untoward 
incidents targeting girls, CCTV network, proper checking at 
the gates, recruitment of women security guards and setting 
up of a gender sensitisation panel.

Birendra Prasad Baishya

Indian Weightlifting Federation 
President, Birendra Prasad Baishya has 
been elected as the chairman of two 
sub-committees of the International 
Weightlifting Federation (IWF).

Baishya was elected as the chairman of 
International Weightlifting Federation’s 
Ethics Commission as well as of Anti-
Disciplinary Commission at the world body’s Executive 
Committee Meeting, which was held at Bucharest, 
Romania.

Baishya hails from Assam, one of the seven sisters in 
the north-east of India. Baishya is currently serving as 
the Executive Board member of Asian Weightlifting 
Federation. He is also the Vice-President of Commonwealth 
Weightlifting Federation.

International Weightlifting Federation (IWF)

 # The IWF is the international governing body for the 
sport of Olympic weightlifting.

 # It was founded in 1905 and has its headquarters in 
Budapest, Hungary.

 # Originally called the Fédération Haltéphile International 
(FHI), its name was changed to IWF between the 1972 
and 1976 Summer Olympics.

 # It has 187 member nations and its current President is 
Tamas Ajan.

Soumya Swaminathan

Soumya Swaminathan, director general 
of Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR), appointed deputy director-
general, of World Health Organization 
(WHO), in Geneva.

This position is the second-highest at the 
UN’s health agency. The position is also the 
highest post held by any Indian in the WHO.

This new leadership team in WHO was announced by Dr. 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the director-general, who 
was elected to the post in May 2017.

The second appointment along with Dr. Swaminathan was 
Jane Ellison, who was Special Parliamentary Adviser to the 
UK’s Chancellor of the Exchequer, has been appointed as a 
Deputy Director General for Corporate Operations (DDC), 
whereas Dr. Swaminathan has been appointed as Deputy 
Director General for Programmes.

Dr. Swaminathan’s work on TB

 # Dr. Swaminathan is a pediatrician and an internationally-
recognised researcher on TB (Tuberculosis) and HIV, 
who has over 30-years of experience in clinical care 
and research.

 # As per the WHO, she also served as Coordinator of the 
UNDP/ UNICEF/ WHO Special Programme World 
Bank for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases 
(TDR) in Geneva from 2009 to 2011.

 # Dr. Swaminathan has been a member of several WHO 
and international advisory bodies, including the WHO 
specialist Panel to Review Global Strategy (RGS) and 
Innovation and Intellectual Property, Plan of Action on 
Public Health, the Strategic and Technical Advisory 
Group of the Global TB Department at WHO.

 # She was also the Co-Chair of the Lancet Commission 
on TB.

Rajnish Kumar

Rajnish Kumar was appointed the 
next chairman of the State Bank of 
India. He is at present the Managing 
Director of State Bank of India (SBI). 
Rajnish Kumar will succeed Arundhati 
Bhattacharya, who is at present serving 
her one-year extension.

The Cabinet appointment committee has 
permitted the selection of Kumar for a period of 3-years 
from 7th October, as per the order issued by the Department 
of Personnel and Training (DoPT).

APPOINTMENT

Petroleum Ministry was awarded on the 3rd anniversary of the Swachh Bharat Mission.
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APPOINTMENT
Background

 # The appointment of Rajnish Kumar comes at a time 
when the profitability of SBI is under severe strain 
because of stressed loans and lethargic credit growth.

 # The SBI was weighed down by gross NPA loans of 
1.88 trillion rupees by the end of June. Gross bad loans 
account for almost one-tenth of its total advances.

 # SBI is also one of the leading banks in a majority of the 
forty cases referred for bankruptcy proceedings at the 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).

 # Arundhati Bhattacharya who was the predecessor of 
Rajnish Kumar was the first woman chairperson of the 
SBI.

 # She was also instrumental in the unification of SBI’s 
associate banks and Bharatiya Mahila Bank (BMB) 
with SBI.

 # The recommendation of Rajnish Kumar for this post 
was made by Vinod Rai led Bank Board Bureau.

About Rajnish Kumar

Rajnish Kumar joined the bank as a probationary officer 
(PO) in 1980 and served in various positions including head 
of SBI Capital Markets Ltd, the bank’s investment banking 
unit.

In three decades of career, Kumar has also held the overseas 
project in UK and Canada.

Jagdish Mukhi

Veteran leader, Jagdish Mukhi was 
sworn in as the new Governor of Assam 
on 10 October 2017.

He was administered the oath of 
office by Gauhati High Court Chief 
Justice Ajit Singh at a function in the 
Srimanta Sankardeva International 
Convention Centre in Guwahati. The 
swearing-in ceremony also saw in attendance the state’s 
Chief Minister, Sarbananda Sonowal and other senior 
officials.

In his new position, Mukhi succeeded Banwarilal Purohit 
who has been appointed as the Governor of Tamil Nadu.

About Jagdish Mukhi

 # Mukhi previously served as the Lieutenant Governor of 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

 # He was also previously holding important ministerial 
positions including minister of Finance, Planning, 
Excise and Taxation and Higher Education in the Delhi 
government.

 # He had been awarded the Best Finance and Planning 
Minister by the then Planning Minister, Pranab 
Mukherjee in 1997.

 # He has also served as the Leader of Opposition for 
almost 10 years.

Nisha Desai Biswal

Nisha Desai Biswal was on 10 October 
2017 appointed as the President of the 
US-India Business Council (USIBC). 

The US-India Business Council is the 
premier business advocacy organization 
that was formed in 1975 at the request of 
the US and Indian governments. It is the 
largest bilateral trade association in the 
United States and has presence in New York, Silicon Valley 
and New Delhi.

About Nisha Desai Biswal

 # Biswal served as Assistant Secretary for South and 
Central Asian Affairs in the US Department of State 
from 2013 to 2017, where she oversaw the US-India 
strategic partnership including the launching of US-
India Strategic and Commercial Dialogue. 

 # She previously served as Assistant Administrator for 
Asia at the US Agency for International Development 
(USAID). 

 # She spent over ten years on Capitol Hill while serving 
as staff director on the State, Foreign Operations 
Appropriations Subcommittee in the House of 
Representatives. 

 # Most recently, she served as a senior advisor with the 
Albright Stonebridge Group, where she helped expand 
the firm’s India and South Asia practice.

 # Biswal was awarded with the prestigious Pravasi 
Bharatiya Samman Award by Indian President in 
January 2017.

Anupam Kher

Anupam Kher on 11 October 2017 
took charge as the Chief of Film and 
Television Institute of India (FTII), 
Pune. 

Kher succeeds Gajendra Chauhan, whose 
appointment as FTII Chairman triggered 
massive student protests. Chauhan’s term 
ended in March 2017. He was appointed 
as FTII chairman on 9 June 2015. Many FTII students had 
protested against his appointment claiming that Chauhan 
was unfit for the job. 

17 October marks the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. 
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About Anupam Kher

 # Hailing from Shimla, Anupam Kher has done theatre 
and learned acting in the National School of Drama.

 # Kher debuted as an actor with Agaman (1982). 

 # He received recognition with Mahesh Bhatt’s directorial 
Saransh (1984). 

 # Kher has featured in more than 500 Hindi films essaying 
diverse characters.

 # He is known internationally with films like Bend It 
Like Beckham, Golden Lion-winning Lust  and Oscar-
winning Silver Linings Playbook.

 # He has been a proud recipient of the Padma Shri in 2004 and 
the Padma Bhushan in 2016 for his contribution in Cinema.

 # He chairs acting school ‘Actor Prepares’.

Established in 1960, FTII is considered as a premier institute 
for training in Cinema and Television. It boasts of notable 
alumni such as Naseeruddin Shah, Shabana Azmi, Om Puri, 
Jaya Bachchan, among others.

Gautam Bambawale

Gautam Bambawale was on 12 
October 2017 appointed as India’s new 
Ambassador to China. Bambawale is 
an Indian Foreign Service Officer of 
the 1984 batch. He will succeed Vijay 
Gokhale.

Bambawale is familiar with Mandarin 
Chinese and has earlier served in Hong 
Kong and Beijing.

About Gautam Bambawale

 # He is currently serving as India’s High Commissioner 
to Pakistan. 

 # Bambawale was previously India’s Ambassador to 
Bhutan. 

 # He has also handled the China desk in the Indian 
Foreign Ministry that looks after relations with Japan, 
China, South Korea, Mongolia and North Korea. 

 # He served as director in the Americas Division of the 
ministry, responsible for relations with the US and 
Canada (1993-94).

 # He has also functioned as the Deputy Chief of Mission 
of the Indian Embassy in Beijing.

After taking up the position, one of the major tasks of 
Bambawale will be to stabilise India-China ties that were 
rocked by a military face off in the Doklam area of Bhutan 
which lasted for 73 days. 

Both the sides agreed to end the face-off on 28 August 2017, 
paving the way for Prime Minister Narendra Modi to visit 
China for the BRICS summit in September 2017.

Audrey Azoulay

Audrey Azoulay was on 14 October 
2017 elected as the Director General of 
United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

UNESCO’s Executive Board voted 30 to 
28 in favour of Azoulay against Qatar’s 
Hamad bin Abdulaziz al-Kawari. Her 
election will now be put forward for 
approval to UNESCO’s 195 members on 10 November 
2017. The board’s selection of Azoulay came the day after 
the United States announced that it intends to pull out of 
UNESCO because of its alleged anti-Israel bias.

Once confirmed by UNESCO’s 195-member General 
Assembly, Azoulay will succeed outgoing Director-General 
Irina Bokova of Bulgaria.

Azoulay will become the second French leader of the 
UNESCO after Rene Maheu, who was UNESCO’s Director 
General from 1961-74.

About Audrey Azoulay

 # Azoulay was born in Paris in 1972 to a Moroccan 
Jewish family from Essaouira.

 # She is the daughter of Andre Azoulay, who served as an 
advisor to King Hassan II and now to King Mohammed 
VI.

 # She was appointed as French Minister of Culture in 
2014.

 # Azoulay also served as French President François 
Hollande’s cultural advisor.

Naresh Kumar Gupta

Naresh Kumar Gupta was on 17 October 2017 appointed as 
the Lokayukta (Ombudsman) of Madhya Pradesh. Gupta is 
a retired judge of Madhya Pradesh High Court.

The post of Madhya Pradesh Lokayukta had been 
lying vacant since June 2016 after the retirement of PP 
Naolekar, former Justice of Supreme Court. Since then, UC 
Maheshwari, former judge of MP High Court, was looking 
after the work of Lokayukta.

Justice Gupta earlier served the Madhya Pradesh state 
government as a legal advisor. He was appointed as high 
court judge in 2010 and retired on 30 June 2017. 

As per Lokayukta Act, the appointment of Lokayukta is 
done with the consent of leader of opposition and chief 
justice of high court.

APPOINTMENT



THE PEOPLE

15 DECEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

 # He eventually enrolled in an MFA program at Syracuse 
University and in 1996, he published his debut fiction 
collection ‘CivilWarLand in Bad Decline’.

 # Later, he went on to publish several other collections 
and novel including his widely celebrated 2013 short 
story collection ‘Tenth of December’.

 # Best known for his dark and funny futuristic short 
stories, he has penned various award-winning short 
story collections, essays, fables and a children’s book 
as well as many pieces of journalism.

 # In 2006, he was awarded with Guggenheim Fellowship 
and MacArthur Fellowship.

 # In 2009, he received an Academy Award from the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters.

3rd American Bazaar Philanthropy Award
Noted Indian-American attorney Ajay 
Raju has been honoured with the third 
American Bazaar Philanthropy award 
in recognition of his philanthropic 
activities in the United States. Raju was 
honoured for his commitment to revive 
Philadelphia through the Germination 
Project. The Germination project is a 
signature initiative of the Pamela and 
Ajay Raju Foundation that recruits talented teenagers and 
prepares them to be tomorrow’s leaders. Previous recipients 
of the award include, Indian-American philanthropist 
Frank Islam and Suri Sehgal, founder of the SM Sehgal 
Foundation.
Speaking on the occasion, former winner Frank Islam said 
that Raju has done a fabulous job in regenerating the city of 
brotherly love.”We are living in an increasingly dangerous 
world and times. World peace is essential for the future of 
this planet. There is much deadly conflict now and threats 
of it around the globe which must be controlled,” he said.
Background

 # The United States of America has a rich tradition of 
charity and giving.

 # Last year Americans gave USD 500 billion in donations 
to charities.

 # Almost 70 per cent of the donation was given by 
individuals and only five per cent came from the 
corporate sector.

 # One third of the donations went for religious purposes, 
20 per cent went to education and 10 per cent to social 
services.

The American Bazaar is a Washington DC- based online 
ethnic news publication that covers stories related to 
Indian-Americans.

Green Platinum Award
The Govardhan Eco Village, set up by 
the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) in Palghar 
district, on 18 October 2017 won the 
‘Green Platinum Award’ by Indian 
Green Building Council (IGBC) of 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).
The village’s director Gauranga Das 
received the award by IGBC. Das was presented with the award 
during Green Building Congress 2017 at Jaipur, Rajasthan.
About Govardhan Eco Village

 # The Govardhan Eco Village is a self-sustained farm 
community.

 # A farm community and retreat centre, Govardhan Eco 
Village is spread over a scenic landscape of 100 acres 
at Galtare in Wada taluka.

 # Since its inception in 2003, the village has made steady 
progress in organic farming, cow protection, rural 
education & development, alternative energy, eco-
friendly constructions and sustainable living.

Man Booker Prize 2017
US author George Saunders on 17 October 
2017 won Britain’s renowned 2017 Man 
Booker Prize for fiction for his first full-
length novel ‘Lincoln in the Bardo’.  With 
this, Saunders became second American 
writer to win the award. In 2016, Paul 
Beatty became the first American to win 
the award for his novel The Sellout. The 
other writers who made it to the list of 
finalists were Paul Auster, Emily Fridlund, Fiona Mozley, 
Mohsin Hamid and Ali Smith. The prize, worth approximately 
USD 66000, was launched in 1969. Initially, Man Booker 
Prize was only open to writers from Britain, Ireland and the 
Commonwealth nations until it began permitting authors from 
other English-speaking countries in 2014.
‘Lincoln in the Bardo’
Lincoln in the Bardo is an extended national ghost story. It 
chronicles the death of Abraham Lincoln’s 11-year-old son 
Willie using the accounts of hundreds of narrators. The book 
describes the night President Lincoln visited his son’s body 
in a Washington graveyard. The book’s structure is strikingly 
unusual and is composed largely of brief quotations from 
letters, diaries, newspaper articles and personal testimonies. 
About George Saunders

 # Born in Amarillo, Texas, Saunders got a degree in 
geophysics from the Colorado School of Mines and 
worked as a geophysicist in Indonesia. 

AWARDS/HONOURS

AWARDS/HONOURS

Assam hosted its first-ever Global Investors Summit.
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Indira Gandhi National Integration award 2015-16
Carnatic music vocalist, T M Krishna 
would be honoured with the Indira 
Gandhi Award for National Integration 
for 2015 -16 on 31 October 2017, on 
Indira Gandhi’s death anniversary.
He would be conferred the award by 
Sonia Gandhi, President of Indian 
National Congress Party. He is being 
awarded for his services in promoting 
and preserving national integration in the country.
About T M Krishna

 # Born in Chennai on 22 January 1976, T M Krishna was 
exposed to south Indian classical music at an early age.

 # His first concert was at the Spirit of Youth series 
organised by the Music Academy, Chennai (India).

 # He is not only one of the pre-eminent vocalists in the 
rigorous Carnatic tradition of Indian classical music, 
but also an activist who has worked on creating 
egalitarian spaces for music and breaking down caste-
barriers in the form.

 # He was even a part of a movement that was launched to 
help the war-torn Tamil- dominated northern province 
of Sri Lanka rebuild its classical music traditions.

 # He also previously won the prestigious Ramon 
Magsaysay award for bringing ‘social inclusiveness in 
culture’ in 2016.

 # He has written and talked about a wide range of socio-
political issues, including women’s rights, children’s 
needs, issues that make a society civil or un-civil and the 
dangers of the mentality of war and narrow nationalism.

Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration
 # The award was established in 1985 by the Congress 

Party in its centenary year.
 # It consists of a citation and a cash prize worth Rs 10 lakh.
 # It is conferred on 31 October for promoting national 

integration, understanding and fellowship among 
different communities and cultures of India.

 # The earlier recipients of the award include spiritual 
leader Swami Ranganathananda, freedom fighter Aruna 
Asaf Ali, the Bharat Scouts and Guides, bureaucrat P 
N Haksar, singer M S Subbulakshmi, former prime 
minister Rajiv Gandhi (posthumously) and former 
presidents Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam and Shankar Dayal 
Sharma (posthumously).

 # Others winners include the Kasturba Gandhi National 
Memorial Trust (Indore, Madhya Pradesh), musician 
A R Rehman and Ramakrishna Mission Ashram, 
Narainpur, Chhattisgarh (jointly), poet Gulzar, scientist 

Dr. M S Swaminathan and activist P V Rajagopal, 
filmmaker Shyam Benegal and lyricist Javed Akhtar.

Anna Politkovskaya Award 2017
Gauri Lankesh, activist-journalist 
from Karnataka, who was shot dead in 
September 2017, will be posthumously 
conferred the Reach All Women in WAR 
(RAW in WAR) Anna Politkovskaya 
Award 2017. With this, the journalist 
becomes the first-ever Indian to receive 
the honour. She would be sharing the 
award with a Pakistani peace activist, 
Gulalai Ismail, who has faced death threats for speaking out 
against the Taliban.
About Gauri Lankesh

 # She was the founder-editor of the Gauri Lankesh Patrike.
 # Lankesh also worked as an editor in Lankesh Patrike, a 

Kannada weekly started by her father P Lankesh.
 # She was known to be an anti-establishment voice and a 

strident critic of religious extremism.
 # She was fired at outside her home in Bengaluru on the 

evening of 5 September 2017.
 # Her assassination came days after the second anniversary 

of the killing of Kannada writer and rationalist MM 
Kalburgi, who was similarly shot dead outside his 
residence at Dharwad in north Karnataka in August 2015.

About Anna Politkovskaya Award
 # The prestigious annual global award was instituted in 

the memory of a Russian investigative reporter and 
political activist, Anna Politkovskaya.

 # Politkovskaya was assassinated in Moscow at the age 
of 48 on 7 October 2006 to silence her courageous 
reporting about the second war in Chechnya province 
of Russia and for exposing corruption.

 # The award is conferred annually by a London-based 
non-governmental organisation RAW in WAR (Reach 
All Women in War). The organisation supports women 
human rights defenders and victims of war.

 # The award aims to honour those women, who work 
towards upholding the human dignity, especially of 
women and children in conflict zones, often at great 
personal risk.

 # In 2016, to mark the tenth anniversary of the prize, 
an additional special award was instituted to honour 
someone from Russia who, like Anna Politkovskaya, 
has worked to build peace in conflict zones and help 
civilians trapped between opposing armed forces.

 # This year marks the 11th anniversary of killing of Anna 
Politkovskaya.

AWARDS/HONOURS

India has signed a MoC with Japan on Technical Intern Training Programme. 
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World Tourism Day 2017 was observed across the world on 27 September.

National Tourism Awards 2015-16
The President of India, Ram Nath 
Kovind presented the ‘National Tourism 
Awards 2015-16’ to various segments 
of the travel, tourism and hospitality 
industry at a function organised by the 
Ministry of Tourism on the occasion of 
‘World Tourism Day’ on 27 September 
2017 at New Delhi.
The function presided over by Minister of State (I/C) for Tourism, 
Alphons Kannanthanam saw in attendance tourism ministers of 
states, central and state government officials, members from 
the travel and hospitality industries and students from tourism 
and hospitality institutes. The event also saw the launch of 
‘Incredible India 2.0 campaign’ and ‘Adopt a Heritage’ project 
and new Incredible India website by the President.
Incredible India 2.0 Campaign
The campaign marks a shift from the present generic 
promotions being undertaken across the world, to market 
specific promotional plans and product specific creatives 
with greater focus on digital presence and social media.
Adopt a Heritage Project

 # The project was launched with the efforts of the Tourism 
Ministry, Culture Ministry and Archaeological Survey 
of India.

 # It plans to entrust heritage sites to the public sector 
and private sector companies and individuals for the 
development of tourist amenities. They will become 
‘Monument Mitras’ and adopt the sites.

 # The project can enable India’s rich and diverse heritage 
monuments to become tourist friendly.

 # The development may help in better maintenance of 
the heritage structures.

Speaking on the occasion, the President said that tourism is 
one of the largest industries in the world and its evolution 
can be estimated from the fact that the number of tourists 
all over the world has increased from 2.5 Cr in 1950 to 123 
Cr in 2016.
Tourism in India

 # The tourism industry contributes 10.2 per cent of the 
world’s GDP.

 # As far as India is concerned, in the year 2016, tourism’s 
contribution to the country’s GDP was 9.6 per cent and 
9.3 per cent to total employment.

 # The industry can contribute significantly in generating 
permanent employment opportunities and eliminating 
poverty.

 # According to the President, inclusive tourism 
development would help in strengthening inclusive 
economic development.

About National Tourism Awards
 # The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India presents 

the awards annually to various segments of the travel, 
tourism and hospitality industry.

 # These awards are presented to state governments/ union 
territories, classified hotels, heritage hotels, approved 
travel agents, tour operators, tourist transport operators, 
individuals and other private organizations in recognition 
of their performance in their respective fields.

 # The awards have, over the years emerged as a 
prestigious recognition of achievements in the travel, 
tourism and hospitality sectors.

 # The purpose of World Tourism Day celebrations is to 
foster awareness among the international community 
of the importance of tourism and its social, cultural, 
political and economic value.

Following is list of the award winners in different categories:

S . 
no

Category Award Winner

1. Best State for Comprehensive  
Development of Tourism

Gujarat

2. Best State for Comprehensive 
Development of Tourism

Madhya Pradesh

3.  Best Tourism Film Promotional Films on 
Rajasthan, Department 
of Tourism, Government 
of Rajasthan
“Visit Mysuru” by M/s 
Safe Wheels Tours & 
Travels, Mysuru (Special 
Award)

4. Best Tourism Promotion 
Publicity Material by 
States / UTs

Department of Tourism, 
Govt of Kerala for their 
publication “Your Next 
Blockbuster Destination”,  
a Film Tourism Brochure

5. Most Innovative use of 
Information Technology 
– Social Media / Mobile 
App

Goa Tourism Develop 
-ment Corporation Ltd, 
Panaji for their Social 
Media Campaign.

6. Most Innovative & 
Unique  Tourism Product

Hanuwantiya and Jal 
Mahotsav. Madhya 
Pradesh Tourism

7. 
 

Responsible Tourism 
Project / Initiative

Sikkim for various 
Responsible Tourism 
initiatives 
Department of Tourism, 
Govt. of Kerala for 
Responsible Tourism in 
Kumarakom
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8. Best Film Promotion 
Friendly State

Madhya Pradesh

9. Best State for Adventure 
Tourism

Madhya Pradesh

10. Best Airport (Class X Cities)
Chhatrapati Shivaji 
International Airport, 
Mumbai, Maharashtra
(Other Cities)
Srinagar International 
Airport, Srinagar, J&K
Swami Vivekananda 
Airport, Raipur

11. Tourist Friendly Railway 
Station

Ujjain Railway Station, 
Madhya Pradesh

12. Best Heritage City
(Joint Winners)

Warangal, Telangana
Chanderi, Madhya 
Pradesh

13. Swachhta Award Government of 
Telangana

Von Hippel Award 2017
Renowned scientist C N R Rao in September 
2017 became the first Asian to be chosen 
for the Von Hippel Award. Rao is chosen 
for the prestigious award for his immense 
contribution in materials research.
The award citation noted Rao’s immense 
work on novel functional materials, 
including nanomaterials (having particles 
of nanoscale dimensions), graphene (the strongest and 
thinnest material) and 2D materials, superconductivity, and 
colossal magnetoresistance (change in electrical resistance 
of a material in a magnetic field). The award is the US-
based Materials Research Society’s (MRS) highest honour. 
Rao will be presented with the award on 29 November 2017 
in Boston during an MRS meeting.
About C N R Rao

 # Born on 30 June 1934, Chintamani Nagesa 
Ramachandra Rao is an Indian chemist who has worked 
mainly in solid-state and structural chemistry.

 # At present, he serves as the Head of the Scientific 
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister of India.

 # He has honorary doctorates from 60 universities from 
around the world.

 # He has authored around 1500 research papers and 45 
scientific books.

 # In 2014, he was honoured with the Bharat Ratna, the 
highest civilian award in India, making him the third 
scientist after C.V. Raman and A. P. J. Abdul Kalam to 
receive the award.

About Von Hippel Award
 # The Von Hippel Award recognizes those qualities most 

prized by materials scientists and engineers, brilliance and 
originality of intellect, combined with vision that transcends 
the boundaries of conventional scientific disciplines.

 # The Award is named after Arthur von Hippel, who was 
a pioneer in the study of dielectrics, semiconductors, 
ferromagnetics and ferroelectrics.

 # The Award includes USD 10000 cash prize, honorary 
membership in MRS, and a trophy.

 # The award is presented annually at the MRS Fall 
Meeting where the recipient is invited to speak at the 
Awards Ceremony.

UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award 2017
Nigerian lawyer Zannah Mustapha in 
September 2017 won the 2017 UNHCR 
Nansen Refugee Award for his crucial 
mediating role and efforts to help 
children affected by the insurgency in 
Nigeria. Mustapha had negotiated and 
helped secure the release of more than 
100 schoolgirls from Chibok kidnapped 
by the Boko Haram militant group.
Mustapha will be bestowed with the prestigious Nansen 
Refugee Award at a ceremony taking place in Geneva on 2 
October 2017.The The United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) called him “a champion for the 
rights of displaced children growing up amid violence in 
North East Nigeria”.
About UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award

 # The UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award is awarded 
annually by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees.

 # It is awarded to an individual, group, or organization 
in recognition of outstanding service to the cause of 
refugees, displaced or stateless people.

 # The award was established in 1954.
 # The award is named after the intrepid Norwegian polar 

explorer, statesman and Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
Fridtjof Nansen.

 # The Nansen Refugee Award consists of a commemorative 
medal, the Nansen Medal, and USD 150000, donated by 
the governments of Norway and Switzerland.

 # The Nansen Refugee Award monetary prize aims at enabling 
its annual recipient to pursue a project to assist displaced 
people, developed in close consultation with UNHCR.

 # In 2016, the prestigious award was won by the Greek 
Volunteers of the Hellenic Rescue Team, and Efi 
Latsoudi of PIKPA Village for their tireless voluntary 
efforts to aid refugees arriving in Greece during the 
European refugee crisis.

AWARDS/HONOURS

Mohun Bagan won the 37th All India Governor’s Gold Cup football for the 10th time.  
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Alter made his film acting debut in 1976 with Ramanand 
Sagar’s directorial venture “Charas”, which starred 
Dharmendra and Hema Malini in lead role. Alter played 
Chief Custom Officer in the movie. His next and one of 
his most celebrated films was Satyajit Ray’s “Shatranj Ke 
Khilari” (1977), based on Munshi Premchand’s short story 
of the same name.
On television, Alter worked in popular shows like 
“Junoon”, “Zabaan Sambhalke”, “Bharat EK Khoj”, 
“Shaktimaan”, “Captain Vyom” and “Yahaan Ke Hum 
Sikandar”. He was last seen on TV in ongoing serial 
“Rishton Ka Chakravyuh”. Alter was closely involved 
in theatre throughout his career. He co—founded Motley 
Productions with Naseeruddin Shah and Gilani in 1979.
A cricket enthusiast, Alter was also a sports journalist and 
was the first person to interview Sachin Tendulkar for TV, 
before his debut as a cricketer for India. The actor was 
awarded Padma Shri in 2008 for his services in the field of 
arts and cinema. His last film was “Sargoshiyan” with Alok 
Nath and Farida Jalal. The film released in May this year.
Liliane Bettencourt
French businesswoman and billionaire 
Liliane Bettencourt, whose family 
founded L’Oreal and still owns the 
largest stake in the cosmetics giant, has 
died aged 94.
Ms. Bettencourt, listed by Forbes as 
the world’s richest woman, was the 
heiress to the beauty and cosmetics 
company her father founded just over a 
century ago as a maker of hair dye. Her death opens a new 
phase for L’Oreal, France’s fourth-largest listed company, 
altering the relationship it has with key shareholder Nestle, 
the Swiss food company.
Nestle, which owns just over 23% of L’Oreal, had agreed 
with the founding family that the two parties could not 
increase their stakes during Ms. Bettencourt’s lifetime and 
for at least six months after her death.
The Swiss company has been a major investor since 1974, 
when Ms. Bettencourt entrusted nearly half of her own 
stake in the firm to Nestle in exchange for a 3% holding 
in the Swiss company. She made the move out of fear that 
L’Oreal might be nationalised if the Socialists came to 
power in France.
Paris-born Ms. Bettencourt joined her father Eugene 
Schueller’s firm as an apprentice at the age of 15, mixing 
cosmetics and labelling bottles of shampoo.
She inherited the family fortune when Schueller, a 
chemist, died in 1957, though she delegated the day-to-
day management of the firm. A widow since 2007, Ms. 
Bettencourt ceased to sit on L’Oreal’s board in 2012.

Kundan Shah
National Award-winning director Kundan 
Shah, best known for his dark satire 
“Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro” and coming-of-age 
comedy “Kabhi Haan Kabhi Naa”, has 
passed away.
Born on October 19, 1947, Shah studied 
direction at the Film and Television 
Institute of India in Pune and made his 
directorial debut with “Jaane Bhi Do Yaaron” in 1983. The 
movie featuring Naseeruddin Shah, Ravi Baswani, Om Puri, 
Pankaj Kapur, Satish Shah, Satish Kaushik, Bhakti Barve 
and Neena Gupta went on to achieve a cult status despite a 
poor response at the box office.
Shah received his first and only National Award — Indira 
Gandhi Award for Best First Film of a Director — for the 
movie that is now celebrated as one of the best satires ever 
made in in Indian cinema. Shah made a switch to television 
after “Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro”. He teamed up with Saeed 
Akhtar Mirza for his debut TV show “Nukkad”.
One of the most popular shows in the ‘80s, “Nukkad” 
gave Indian audiences memorable characters like Khopdi, 
Kaderbhai and Ghanshu Bhikari. His next TV show was 
“Wagle Ki Duniya”, which was based on cartoonist R K 
Laxman’s character, the common man. Shah made his 
Bollywood comeback in 1993 with Shah Rukh Khan-starrer 
“Kabhi Haan Kabhi Naa”. The film received critical acclaim 
and is counted among Shah Rukh’s best performances. His 
next “Kya Kehna”, was once again a story that was ahead 
of its time and dealt with teenage preganacy and the stigma 
attached to it. The movie was a box office success and 
became one of the highest grossing films in 2000.
Tom Alter
Veteran theatre, television and film 
actor Tom Alter, best known for his 
performances in “Shatranj Ke Khilari”, 
“Junoon” and “Kranti”, passed away 
aged 67. 
The renowned actor and Padma Shri 
awardee, who had been battling stage 
four skin cancer, died at his residence. 
An Indian actor of American descent, Alter, was born to 
American Christian missionary parents in Mussoorie in 
1950. Alter was working as a teacher in a school in Jagadhri, 
Haryana, when he was bitten by the acting bug after watching 
Rajesh Khanna-Sharmila Tagore’s “Aradhana”.
The actor soon joined Film and Television Institute of India 
in Pune, where he studied acting from 1972 to 1974 and 
graduated with a gold medal.

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Chhattisgarh has reduced interest on loan under Saksham Yojna. 
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Burning Topics of the MonthNATIONAL 2. Pregnant Women & 
Lactating Mothers 
(PW&LM) 

Rs.7.00 Rs.9.50

3. Severely Malnourished R s . 9 . 0 0 
Rs.12.00

4. Adolescent Girls (11-
14 years out of school) 

Rs.5.00 Rs.9.50

The revision of cost norms will involve an additional 
investment of Rs.9900 Cr for beneficiaries of Aanganwadi 
Services and Rs 2267.18 Cr for beneficiaries of Scheme 
for Adolescent Girls for a period from 2017-18 to 
2019-20.
The move would impact the health and nutritional status of 
about 11 Cr beneficiaries per year.

Union Cabinet approves merger of 17 Govt. 
Presses into 5 units, 21 September 2017

The Union 
Cabinet chaired 
by the Prime 

Minister Narendra 
Modi on 20 September 
2017 approved  merger 
and modernization of 
17 Government of India 
Presses (GIPs) and into 
5 units.
These modernised 5 Government press units will be located 
at Rashtrapati Bhavan, Minto Road and Mayapuri in Delhi; 
Nashik, Maharashtra and at Temple Street of Kolkata, West 
Bengal.
Highlights of the merger of Government Presses

These 5 Presses will be redeveloped and modernised by 
monetisation of their surplus land. 

Land measuring 468.08 acres of the other merged 
Presses will be given to Land & Development Office, 
Ministry of Urban Development. 

On the other hand, land measuring 56.67 acres of the 
Government of India Text Books Presses (GITBPs) at 
Chandigarh, Bhubaneswar and Mysuru will be returned 
to the respective State Governments.

Modernisation of the Presses will enable the presses 
to undertake important confidential, urgent and multi-
colour printing work of the Central Government Offices 
all over the country.

This will be carried out at zero cost to the exchequer 
and without any retrenchment.

Pakistan signed a MoU with Iran on border security management.

1. Union Government announces new PPP 
Policy for Affordable Housing.

2. Divyang Sarathi mobile application 
launched.

3. ‘Intensified Mission Indradhanush’ 
launched by PM.

Cabinet approves additional investment 
towards supplementary nutrition for 
Anganwadi children, 21 September 2017

The Union Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on 20 September 2017 approved the 

proposal for increase of cost norms for supplementary 
nutrition provided in Anganwadis and for out of school 
adolescent girls under Integrated Child Development 
Services (ICDS).
The decision follows the move by the Government to 
provide cash benefits to pregnant and lactating mothers 
under the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana, and is 
part of an intensive effort to improve the nutritional status 
of women and children.
Under the ICDS, children between 6 months to 3 years 
are entitled to a morning snack as well as a hot-cooked 
meal at an Anganwadi centre, while pregnant women, 
lactating mothers and severely malnourished children, 
who can’t walk to the centre, are entitled to take home 
ration.
The revised Supplementary Nutrition cost norms, as 
approved by the Government are as under:

S.No Category Existing 
Rate

R e v i s e d 
Rates

1. Children (6-72 months) Rs.6.00 Rs.8.00
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Union Cabinet approves revamped Khelo 
India Programme, 21 September 2017

The Union 
Cabinet on 
20 September 

2017 approved the 
revamped Khelo 
India programme at a 
cost of Rs 1756 crore 
for the period 2017-
18 to 2019-20. 
This revamped programme aims at mainstreaming 
sport as a tool for individual development, community 
development, economic development and national 
development. It will impact the entire sports ecosystem 
including infrastructure, community sports, coaching and 
sports economy.
Highlights of the revamped Khelo India Programme

It is an unprecedented Pan Indian Sports Scholarship 
scheme which will cover 1000 most talented young 
athletes each year across select sports disciplines. 

Each athlete selected under the scheme will receive an 
annual scholarship worth Rs 5 lakh for 8 consecutive 
years. 

This is the first time ever that a long-term athlete 
development pathway will be made available to 
youngsters to excel in competitive sports.

It aims to promote 20 universities across the country as 
hubs of sporting excellence. 

It also aims at creating an active population with 
healthy life-style. 

It will cover about 200 million children in the age 
group of 10-18 under a massive national physical 
fitness drive.

It will engage youth living in disturbed and deprived 
areas in sporting activities to mainstream them in the 
nation-building process. 

It will raise the standards of competition both at school 
and college level to have maximum access to organized 
sports competitions. 

It includes the use of latest technology in all aspects of 
sports promotion such as, use of mobile apps; National 
Sports Talent Search portal; interactive website; GIS 
based information system, etc. 

It strives to promote “Sports for All” as well as “Sports 
for Excellence”.

Union Government announces new PPP Policy 
for Affordable Housing 23 September 2017

The Union Minister 
of Housing & 
Urban Affairs 

Hardeep Singh Puri 
on 21 September 2017 
announced a new PPP 
Policy for Affordable 
Housing that allows 
extending central assistance of up to Rs 2.50 lakh  for each 
house to be built by private builders even on private lands.
The policy seeks to assign risks among the government, 
developers and financial institutions and to those who can 
manage them the best besides leveraging underutilized and 
un-utilized private and public lands towards meeting the 
Housing for All target by 2022.
The two PPP models for private investments in 
affordable housing on private lands include:

 # Central assistance of about Rs 2.50 lakh per each house 
as interest subsidy on bank loans as upfront payment 
under the Credit Linked Subsidy Component (CLSS) 
component of Pradhan Mantri Awas yojana (Urban). 

 # Central assistance of Rs 1.50 lakh per each house to 
be built on private lands would be provided in case the 
beneficiaries do not intend to take bank loans.

This new policy gives eight Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) options for private sector to invest in affordable 
housing segment. Among these, six options call for using 
government lands. These 6 PPP options are:

 # DBT Model: Under this option, private builders can 
design, build and transfer houses built on government 
lands to public authorities. Government land will be 
allocated based on the least cost of construction. 

 # Mixed  Development Cross –subsidized Housing: 
Government land will be allotted based on number 
of affordable houses to be built on the plot offered to 
private builders.

 # Annuity Based Subsidized Housing: Builders will 
invest against deferred annuity payments by the 
Government and land allocation to builders will be 
based on unit cost of construction.

 # Annuity-cum-Capital Grant Based Affordable 
Housing: Builders will be paid a share of project cost 
as upfront payment.

 # Direct Relationship Ownership Housing: Under this 
option, promoters will directly deal with buyers and 
recover costs. Allocation of public land will be based 
on unit cost of construction.

The World Food day was observed on 16 October.



NEWS BITES NATIONAL

22 DECEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

 # Direct Relationship Rental Housing:  Recovery of 
the costs by builders is through rental incomes from the 
houses built on government lands.

Under these six PPP models, beneficiaries can avail 
central assistance of Rs 1.00 to Rs 2.50 lakh per house as 
provisioned under different components of Pradhan Mantri 
Awas yojana (Urban).

Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhayay Vigyan Gram Sankul 
Pariyojana launched, 25 September 2017

Dr. Harshvardhan, the Union Minister of Science 
& Technology, Earth Sciences and Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change, on 22 September 2017 

launched the Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhayay Vigyan Gram 
Sankul Pariyojana.
The Project aims at formulating and implementing 
appropriate Science and Technology (S&T) interventions 
for sustainable development through cluster approach in 
Uttarakhand.
Key highlights:

 # The project has been inspired by teachings and ideals 
of Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhayay whose birth centenary 
falls in the year 2017.

 # The Department of Science and Technology (DST) 
conceived to adopt a few clusters of villages in 
Uttarakhand and transform them to become self-
sustainable in a time bound manner through the tools 
of S&T.

 # The key deliverable in this approach is to utilise local 
resources and locally available skill sets and convert 
them in a manner using science and technology, that 
substantial value addition takes place in their local 
produce and services which can sustain the rural 
population locally.  

 # Under the project, the local communities are not 
compelled to migrate from their native places in search 
of jobs and livelihoods. Once this concept is validated 
in the few selected clusters, it can be replicated across 
large number of village clusters in the country.

 # Four clusters at Gaindikhata, Bazeera, Bhigun (in 
Garhwal) and Kausani (in Kumaon) have been selected 
for the intervention through a series of dialogues held 
among officials of DST and Uttarakhand State Council 
of Science and Technology (UCOST), Gramodaya 
Network, Surabhi Foundation and Uttarakhand Utthan 
Parishad, and other experts.

 # About a lakh of people would benefit directly or 
indirectly through this project in four identified clusters 
of 60 villages in Uttarakhand for pilot phase, which are 
located at different altitudes.

 # As the living conditions and resources available at 
different altitude is relatively different, the adopted 
strategy would help in creating models that are 
appropriate for different altitudes and could then be 
replicated in other hill states as well.

Platform for Effective Enforcement for No Child 
Labour Portal launched, 26 September 2017

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh on 26 
September 2017 launched the Platform for Effective 
Enforcement for No Child Labour (PENCIL) Portal 

during the National Conference on Child Labour organised 
by the Union Ministry of Labour and Employment.
Moreover, the ministry also launched the Standing 
Operating Procedures (SOPs) for the enforcement of legal 
framework against child labour. 
The SOP aims to ensure complete prohibition of child 
labour and protection of adolescents from hazardous labour 
leading to Child Labour Free India.
Highlights of PENCIL portal:

 # PENCIL portal is an electronic platform that aims at 
involving Centre, State, District, Governments, civil 
society and the general public in achieving the target of 
child labour free society. 

 # PENCIL Portal (pencil.gov.in) encompasses various 
components- Child Tracking System, Complaint 
Corner, State Government, National Child Labour 
Project and Convergence. 

 # The Districts will nominate District Nodal Officers 
(DNOs) who will receive the complaints.

 # Within 48 hours of receiving the complaints, DNOs 
will check the genuineness of the complaint and take 
the rescue measures in coordination with police, if the 
complaint is found to be genuine. Till now, 7 states 
have appointed the DNOs.

Kandla Port renamed as Deendayal Port,  
27 September 2017

The Ministry of Shipping has issued a notice renaming 
Kandla Port Trust as Deendayal Port Trust with 
effect from 25th of September, 2017.

A special tri-weekly Rajdhani Express has been introduced on Delhi – Mumbai route.
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Kandla Port, situated 
on the Gulf of Kutch 
in Gujarat, is one 
of the twelve major 
ports in the nation. 
According to the 
Ministry’s notice, the 
Central Government, 
in exercise of power 
presented on it under Indian Ports Act, 1908, made the 
correction to rechristened “Kandla” with “Deendayal”.
While introducing different undertakings at Kandla Port in 
May this year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had given 
the proposal for renaming of Kandla Port after Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyay, who fought for the upliftment of poor 
people and weaker segments of society.

Electronic Negotiable Warehouse Receipt 
System launched, 27 September 2017

Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution Ram Vilas Paswan on 26 September 
2017 launched the Web Portal of Warehousing 

Development and Regulatory Authority (WDRA) & 
Electronic Negotiable Warehouse Receipt (e-NWR) System 
in New Delhi.
While launching the system, Paswan appreciated the 
initiatives taken by the WDRA in simplifying the Warehouse 
Registration Rules, digitizing the entire process of 
registration, monitoring and surveillance as well as creation 
and management of Negotiable Warehouse Receipts 
(NWRs) in electronic form through two repositories.
Key features:

 #  The e-NWRs would be immune from any tempering, 
mutilation, fudging, loss or damage and with no 
possibility of any multiple financing.

 # Therefore, the NWRs will not only facilitate an 
easy pledge financing by banks and other financial 
institutions but also smooth trading on various trading 
centres like commodity exchanges, electronic National 

Agriculture Markets (e-NAM) and other electronic 
platforms.

 #  These e-NWRs will save expenditure in logistics as the 
stocks could be traded through multiple buyers without 
physical movement and can be even split for partial 
transfer or withdrawal.

Impact:
The entire purpose of simplifying the processes and moving 
towards online system would enhance WDRA’s regulatory 
functions and bring greater fiduciary trust among banks, 
depositors and the trade on the e-NWR system.

Divyang Sarathi mobile application,  
27 September 2017

Union Minister for 
Social Justice and 
Empowermen t 

Thaawarchand Gehlot 
on 26 September 2017 
launched the Beta version 
of mobile application 
‘Divyang Sarathi’.
This accessible and comprehensive mobile application will 
ensure easy dissemination of information to Divyangjans so 
that they can understand all details pertaining to the schemes, 
scholarships, statutes, institutional support systems and 
other relevant information at the click of a button.
Highlights of the Divyang Sarathi mobile application:

 # It aims at providing all relevant information pertaining 
to the Department of Empowerment of Persons with 
Disabilities (DEPwD) including its various acts, rules, 
regulations and guidelines, schemes, information 
about the various outreach institutions, employment 
opportunities. 

 # The application was developed by the two Assistant 
Secretaries Anunaya Jha and B Susheela in the 
DEPwD.

 # The mobile application ‘Divyang Sarathi’ is compliant 
with the principles of UNCRPD for Universal Access 
and the provisions of the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 2016. The Act mandates that all 
information should be made available in an accessible 
form. 

 # It is also an integral part of the ICT component of the 
Accessible India Campaign launched by the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 3 December 2015.

 # The unique feature of this mobile application is its 
audio notes (text-to-voice conversion) embedded in the 
application which converts the written information into 
an audio file. 

T M Krishna won the Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration for 2015 -16.
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 # It has been developed bilingually i.e. the information is 
available in Hindi as well as in English. 

 # It can be accessed by any Android smartphone user 
who may or may not have access to the internet and 
will be available for download on Google Playstore.

As per the Census 2011, there are more than 2.68 crore 
‘Divyangjans’ in India which constitute over 2.2% of the 
population. The mobile application ‘Divyang Sarathi’ is 
compliant with the standards of UNCRPD for Universal 
Access and the arrangements of the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 2016.
The Act commands that all data to be made accessible in an 
accessible form.

‘Saubhagya’ scheme launched,    
27 September 2017

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi launched a Rs. 
16320-Crore ‘Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar 
Yojana’- Saubhagya on 25 September 2017 in New 

Delhi to mark the birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyaya. Through this scheme, the government would 
supply electricity to all household by the end of 2018.
Listed on the agenda of the Cabinet meeting held last week, 
the scheme is expected to cover all rural families after 
expected electrification of all villages by the end of 2018.
Important Points:
This Saubhagya scheme is budgeted to be Rs 16,320 
crore, in which the division of funding is as follows: 60% 
Government of India grant, 10% Utilities/State contribution, 
30% loans.
The Eligibility for free electricity will be identified through 
Caste Census of 2011 and on the basis of Socio-Economic.
The Households, which do not fall under the the free 
criteria of this scheme will be provided electricity at a sum 
of Rs 500. It will recovered through electricity bill in 10 
installments.
To identify and register beneficiaries under the Saubhagya 
scheme,  A mobile app will be used.

Households in remote areas like hilly or tribal areas where 
providing electricity is not feasibile, will be provided 
with solar power packs of 200 to 300 Wp (Watt peak). It 
comprises of Five LED lights, One DC fan, One DC power 
plug. It also includes the Repair and Maintenance (R&M) 
for 5 years.
The Rural Electrification Corporation Limited (REC) has 
been appointed as the nodal agency for the implementation 
of the Saubhagya scheme.
Aim & Objective:

 # The Yojana mainly aims to provide last mile power 
connectivity to all rural and urban households.

 # The scheme would provide subsidy on electrical 
equipments such as transformers, meters and wires.

 # The Yojana aims to re-enforce the centre’s target of 
achieving power for all.

Impacts:
(a) Environmental upgradation by substitution of Kerosene 

for lighting purposes
(b) Improvement education services
(c) Better health services
(d) Enhanced connectivity through radio, television, 

mobiles, etc.
(e) Increased economic activities and jobs
(f) Improved quality of life especially for women
There are about 4 Cr un-electrified households estimated in 
the country of which about 1 Cr BPL households in rural 
areas are already covered under sanctioned projects of 
DDUGJY.
Thus, total of 300 lakh households, 250 lakh households 
in rural areas and 50 lakh in urban areas are expected to be 
covered under the scheme.
Background:
The union government has been working to electrify all 
villages in the country and wants to achieve full-time power 
for all by 2019.
To achieve the same, the government has asked all the states 
to prepare electrification projects that would be discussed 
and approved for release of funds under the scheme.

Nargund in Karnataka declared Open 
Defecation Free, 27 September 2017

Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu on 26 September 
2017 declared the rural areas in Nargund Taluk of 
Karnataka as Open Defecation Free (ODF) while 

inaugurating Swachhta Hi Seva and Shouchalayakkagi 
Samara (A Crusade For Toilets) Programme in Karnataka. 

Audrey Azoulay has been appointed as the Director-General of UNESCO. 
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Naidu also initiatied 
the activity of 
‘Tippe Samskarane’ 
(Waste Processing) 
at Konnur Village 
in Naragund Taluk, 
Gadag District and 
also inaugurated a 
“Shudda Kudiyuva 
Neerina Ghataka” (Purified Drinking Water Plant).
On the occasion, Vice President Naidu honoured 13 
Village Panchayat Presidents and the Naragund Taluka 
Panchayat President, the achievers of A Crusade For Toilets 
programme.
ODF Status for Nargund taluk
Nargund taluk with 13 gram panchayats and 30 villages had 
11949 families as per the baseline survey in 2012 and of 
them 9949 families did not have toilets. 
The authorities found it difficult to get toilets constructed 
in the village due to the reluctance of the villagers to have 
toilets in their backyards and misconceptions surrounding 
use of toilets.
Seeing the failure of the gram sabhas and awareness 
meetings in making an impact on the need for constructing 
toilets, the officials took help of the Accredited Social Health 
Activists (ASHAs) and Anganwadi workers to convince the 
residents.
This finally resulted in the residents coming forward to get 
toilets constructed and now the rural areas of Naragund 
taluk are free from open defecation.

Cabinet approves umbrella scheme of 
Modernisation of Police Forces, 28 September 2017

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
led Union 

Cabinet has given its 
nod for implementation 
of umbrella scheme 
of “Modernisation of 
Police Forces (MPF)” 
for years 2017-18 to 2019-20. 
The total budget outlay for the Modernisation of Police 
Forces scheme over the three year’s period is Rs.25,060 
crore, in which the Central Government will contribute 
Rs.18,636 crore and the States will contribute Rs.6,424 
crore. 
Important features of this scheme:

 # There are provisions made under the Scheme for law & 
order, internal security, women security, accessibility of 

modern weapons, versatility of police powers, logistic 
support, procuring of helicopters, upgradation of police 
wireless, National Satellite Network, CCTNS venture, 
E-prison project and so forth.

 # Under the umbrella scheme for Modernisation of Police 
Forces,  budget outlay of Rs.10,132 crore by central 
government has been earmarked for internal security 
related expenditure for North Eastern States, Jammu & 
Kashmir, and left wing extremism affected States.

 # The outlay of Rs.3,000 crore for the Scheme of Special 
Central Assistance (SCA) for worst LWE affected 
districts (35) has been introduced to tackle the issue of 
non-development in these district.

 # A budget of Rs.100 crore has been earmarked in the 
North Eastern States (NE states) for police training 
institutes, infrastructure upgradation, investigation 
facilities etc.

 # Implementation of this Modernisation of Police 
Forces scheme would boost the Government’s ability 
to address challenges faced in different areas affected 
by some sort of instability like Jammu and Kashmir, 
LWE, and North East effectively and undertake the 
development initiations which will bolster the quality 
of life in these areas and help combat these issues 
effectively at the same time.

 # The umbrella scheme also makes a way for upgradation 
of  Sardar Patel Global Centre for Security, Counter 
Terrorism and Anti Insurgency in Jaipur and setting 
up of a State-of Art forensic science laboratory in 
Amravati, Andhra Pradesh and and Gujarat Forensic 
Science University in Gandhi Nagar.

Why Police Reform?
 # From 2005 to 2015, Crime per lakh persons increased 

by 28%, whereas, State police forces have 24% 
vacancies  and they have shortages in weaponry and 
vehicles

 # Low quality of state investigation departments and 
Political interference.

 # Police arms and equipment in most of the states are 
outdated.

 # Police departments have lack of coordination within.
 # Lack of training and manpower.
 # Police departments are facing the challenges like lack 

of police force, police training along with the quality, 
the long working hours sometimes without any leave, 
as well as the isolation of police force from the public 
in the form of separate living quarters .

 # Police forces are a part of society and they should be 
made an integral part the society they live in.

World’s largest combustion research centre has been inaugurated at IIT Madras.
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 # Police is in a state list and hence it is exclusive to states. 
Therefore, the  centre has its limitations in this regard.

 # Post-independence, some of the states came out with 
their own police acts. For example, the Kerala Police 
act 1960; Bombay Police act, 1951; the Delhi Police 
act, 1978.

Doctors Retirement age increased to 65 years, 
28 September 2017

Prime Minister Narendra Modi led Union Cabinet has 
approved the suggestion to increase the retirement 
age of doctors to 65 years. But, this decision shall 

not be applicable to Central Health Service (CHS) doctors.
The decision is expected to help in better patient care, better 
academic activities in Medical institutes and colleges as 
also it will help in effective and better implementation of 
National Health Programmes (NHP) for delivery of health 
care services. 
Through this decision, 1445 doctors under various 
Departments/Ministries of the Central Government would 
be benefitted.
However, government cleared the doubt that it will have any 
additional financial implications as large number of these 
posts are lying vacant and the presently working doctors 
would continue to work in their existing capacity against 
sanctioned posts.
Background:
This year in July, the Central government had already 
increased the retirement age of medical officers working in 
central forces like the BSF, and CRPF to 65 years. 
The superannuation age of specialist medical officers of the 
central armed police forces and Assam Rifles had also been 
increased from 60 to 65 years.
In the last year, The Haryana government had also raised 
the retirement age of state Doctors, under the pressure of 
acute shortage in medical practitioner Doctors.

National Disaster Management Authority 
celebrates 13th Formation Day, 28 September 2017

The 13th Formation 
Day of National 
Disaster Management 

Authority (NDMA) was 
celebrated in New Delhi on 
28 September 2017 with the 
theme ‘School Safety’. The 
event was inaugurated by the 
Union Home Minister, Rajnath Singh.
The event saw in attendance NDMA members and officials, 
senior officials from HRD Ministry, NDRF, NIDM, 

officials from Central and state governments, Municipal 
commissioners, district collectors and representatives from 
NGOs, NCERT and educational institutions.
The discussions at the event aimed to increase awareness 
and ensure better implementation of the School Safety 
guidelines.
Background:

 # The disaster management authority released the 
National Disaster Management Guidelines on School 
Safety Policy in February, 2016 with an aim to 
strengthen the risk resilience of schools across the 
country.

 # Schools are the lifeline of a community and so, creating 
a secure school environment is important for effective 
learning and teaching.

 # Over the years, thousands of children around the world 
have been badly affected because their schools were 
not safe.

 # Therefore, it is important that a safe environment is 
created for the children, starting from their homes to 
their schools and back.

Implementation:
First, the stakeholders would discuss the roadmap, key 
challenges and their roles in the implementation of the 
policy across the country.
States will share their experiences in terms of best practices 
and lessons learnt through their efforts towards school 
safety initiatives.
Besides this, the event saw the release of National Disaster 
Management Guidelines on Boat Safety and Cultural 
Heritage Sites & Precincts and a study report on Chennai 
Floods of 2015.
Speaking on the occasion, Home Minister stated that 
all countries should be on one page on matters related to 
disaster management and its prevention. He also said that 
hydrological data of rivers should be shared among all 
nations to deal with floods.

Government announces key Decisions for 
transforming Indian Railway, 28 September 2017

The Minister of Railways 
Piyush Goyal announced 
various decisions taken 

by Ministry of Railways for 
Transformation of Indian 
Railways on 28thSeptember, 
2017 in Rail Bhavan. He said 
that Railways is committed 
to ensuring high standards      

Gautam Bambawale has been appointed as the India’s new ambassador to China. 
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of service, speed and safety for Indian passangers and also 
ensuring contribution to national development.
The ministry has taken several key decisions which includes 
passenger safety, Modern Technology, energy efficiency, 
upgrading of health and education facilities etc.
1. Highest priority to passenger safety
Priority to safety, stress on field inspections by officers, 
eliminate the 5,000 unmanned crossings in a time-bound 
manner, by next year target is to shift to LHB coaches from 
ICF coaches, Provision of CCTV cameras in stations and 
coaches to enhance security for women and senior citizen, 
electronic interlocking of signals, revamping the existing 
signalling system and use of MTRC (Mobile Train Radio 
Communication) and TPWS (Train Protection & Warning 
System).
2. Transforming through technology
Use of mobile apps for monitoring the passenger services, 
high speed wi-fi connectivity in stations and coaches, 
increase the speed of around 700 trains, GPS based tracking 
of rail movement.
3. Energy efficiency
A complete electrification of Indian railways by the next 4-5 
years. This move will lead to save Rs. 10,000 cr.
To ensure 100% LED lighting and energy efficient 
appliances like fans, ACs etc. In trains, coaches, stations, 
office buildings and residential colonies in a given time.
4. Faster Redevelopment of stations
Planning to modernise about 20 stations in an efficient 
manner with superior infrastructure and passenger facilities 
including eateries, hotels, shopping, multimodal transport 
hub, disabled friendly, security etc. by December 2018
5. Railway Stations as Multi-utility centres
Many stations that receive very few trains in a day are 
proposed to be used as Multi-utility centres for activities 
like yoga centres, skilling, educational purposes etc.
6. Focus on welfare of field staff
Improving the overall working conditions of Group D 
employee. For example, gang-men, whose work is to 
ensure track safety, and who have to walk around 15-16 
kms on an average in a particular day will be provided with 
comfortable uniforms and better quality shoes. 

Indian Railways and ISRO together will devise 
safety mechanisms for rail network,   
30 September 2017

Indian Railways would be working with the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to devise safety 
mechanisms to make travel by trains safer.

The information 
was shared by 
Railway Minister 
Piyush Goyal, 
who said that he 
had met ISRO 
Chairman A S 
Kiran Kumar in 
this regard.
Indian Railways 
was working along with RailTel to explore the use of space 
technology for safety in the rail network.
Modern technologies like artificial intelligence and machine 
learning would affect a change in the working environment 
and India has the opportunity to look at what is latest across 
the world and bring it to the country.
Round the clock access to connectivity and electricity is the 
dream of billions of Indians and the government is making 
efforts to achieve it.
Background:
The Indian Railways was recently shrouded by controversy 
following back-to-back rail accidents. The incident also 
prompted the then Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu to offer 
to resign.
In the latest cabinet reshuffle, which was conducted just 
ahead of the BRICS Summit 2017, Power Minister Piyush 
Goyal was given the charge of the Railway Ministry.
Suresh Prabhu on the hand was made the new Minister of 
Commerce & Industry of India.

President appoints Commission to examine 
sub-categorisation of OBCs, 03 October 2017

President Ram 
Nath Kovind 
on 2 October 

2017 appointed 
a five-member 
commission to 
examine the sub-
categorisation of 
the Other Backward 
Classes (OBCs) 
under Article 340 of the Constitution.
The members of the commission include the 
Director of Centre for Policy Studies, the Director 
of Anthropological Survey of India and the Registrar 
General and Census Commissioner of India. While the 
Joint Secretary in the Ministry will be its Secretary, the 
chairperson would be Delhi High Court’s former Chief 
Justice G Rohini.

‘MedWatch’ is a health mobile App launched by Indian Air Force.
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Aim:
The decision has been taken to ensure that the more 
backward among the OBC communities can also avail 
the benefits of reservation such as in case of educational 
institutions and government jobs.
It is a part of the government’s efforts to achieve greater 
social justice and inclusion for all, specifically members of 
the Other Backward Classes.
Key Responsibilities of the Commission

 # The commission would be required to examine 
the extent of inequitable distribution of benefits of 
reservation among the castes or communities included 
in the broad category of OBCs with reference to such 
classes included in the Central List.

 # It would have to work out the mechanism, criteria, 
norms and parameters in a scientific approach for 
further sub-categorisation within such OBCs.

 # It will also take up the exercise of identifying the 
respective castes or communities or sub-castes or 
synonyms in the Central List of OBCs and classifying 
them into their respective sub-categories.

The commission would be required to present its report to 
the President within 12 weeks. After receiving its report, 
the Union government would consider ways and means 
for equitable distribution of the benefits of reservation 
in Central Government jobs and admission in Central 
Government Institutions amongst all strata of the OBC.

All cities and towns in five more States declared 
Open Defecation Free, 03 October 2017

The Union government 
declared 5 more 
states- Maharashtra, 

Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, 
Jharkhand and Chattisgarh 
as ‘Open Defecation Free’ 
on 2 October 2017, the 
same day when Swacch 
Bharat Mission completed three years.
This was declared by the Minister of Housing and Urban 
Affairs on the occasion of the third anniversary of the 
mission.  All the five states have reached the milestone of 
making all its cities and towns open defecation free.
Swacch Bharat Mission Report after 3-years:

 # The target was to build about 66 lakh individual 
household toilets in urban areas, against that 38 lakh 
toilets have already been built and building of another 
14 lakh toilets is in progress.

 # Over 2-lakh community and public toilet seats have been 
constructed as against the mission target of 5-lakh toilet seats.

 # For Solid Waste Management, efforts are on to 
produce over 500 MW of electricity and over 50 lakh 
tons of compost from municipal solid waste to allow 
dispensation of the entire solid waste being generated 
in urban areas.

Swacch Bharat Mission:
Swachh Bharat Mission was launched on 2nd October 
2014, all over length and breadth of the country as a national 
movement.
The campaign objective is to realize the vision of a ‘Clean 
India’ by 2nd October 2019.

Cabinet approves MoU on Upgradation of the 
Women’s Police Training Centre at Yamethin, 
Myanmar, 04 October 2017

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has given its ex-post facto approval to 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 

India and Myanmar on upgradation of the Women’s Police 
Training Centre at Yamethin, Myanmar. The MoU was 
signed on 6th September 2017.
The MoU covers upgradation of the Yamethin Women’s 
Police Training Centre to further augment the capabilities 
of the Myanmar Government to build capacities of its 
police force with technical and financial assistance from 
Government of India.

Service charge exemption on train e-tickets extended 
till March 2018: Railways, 04 October 2017

The Railway Board has directed the Indian Railway 
Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) to 
extend the benefit of service charge exemption on 

tickets booked online till March 2018.
This will enable the rail passengers to continue to enjoy the 
service for an extended time period.
The government had waived off service charges on 
online booked rail tickets in November 2016 following 
demonetisation to encourage digital modes of booking. 

International Day of Rural Women is observed on 15 October.
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The facility had been extended to 30 June and then to 30 
September 2017.
Service charges on booking train tickets online through 
IRCTC ranges from Rs 20 to 40 per ticket.
This decision was taken by the Railway Board, the ticketing 
agency of the railways, on 29 September 2017 and a 
notification in this regard was sent to the IRCTC.
Almost 33 per cent of the IRCTC revenue comes from the 
service charge collected through online bookings. As per 
the revenue collection of the last financial year, about Rs 
540 Cr of IRCTC’s revenue of over Rs 1,500 Cr came from 
ticket bookings.

High Level Committee for water resource 
management in NER constituted, 04 October 2017

The Union government has constituted a high-level 
committee for proper management of the water 
resources in the North Eastern Region (NER).

The committee would be headed by the Vice-Chairman 
of Niti Aayog, Dr Rajiv Kumar. The move follows Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Guwahati in August 2017 
to review the flood situation and relief work in the North 
Eastern States.
Aim & Objective:
The committee would mainly facilitate optimising benefits 
of appropriate water management in the form of hydro-
electric power, agriculture, bio-diversity conservation, 
reduced flood damage erosion, inland water transport, 
forestry, fishery and eco-tourism.
Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) 
will serve as the coordinating point.
The Committee will have to submit its report including Plan 
of Action by June, 2018.
Composition of the Committee:
The Committee would include Secretaries from the 
Ministries of Development of North Eastern Region, 
Department of Border Management, Department of 
Space, Power, Water Resources, River Development and 

Ganga Rejuvenation and National Disaster Management 
Authority and Chief Secretaries of all the 8 states in NER 
as members.
The Committee may co-opt or invite as special invitees 
Secretaries of other Ministries / Departments as well as 
experts who have domain knowledge in the matter.
Background:
During the review of the flood situation with the Chief 
Ministers of Assam, Manipur, Nagaland and Arunachal 
Pradesh, the Prime Minister had announced constitution of 
a High-Level Committee for holistic management of water 
resources in the NER. The meeting noted that the optimum 
management of water resources is a cross-cutting task 
which requires multi-sectoral interventions and concerted 
strategy, including management of catchment areas in upper 
reaches involving concerned Central Ministries and State 
Governments.
The Brahmaputra and Barak river systems which account 
for one-third of India’s run off, are highly prone to floods.  
Brahmaputra is one of the largest river systems in the world 
and causes considerable distress and costs on the region 
through frequent flooding and erosion.

India signs €300 million Contract with 
European Investment Bank (EIB) for  
Bangalore Metro Rail Project, 05 October 2017

Govt. of India 
and European 
I n v e s t m e n t 

Bank (EIB)  signed 
the Finance Contract 
for lending of € 300 
million for Bangalore 
Metro Rail Project 
Phase II Line R6. 
Bangalore Metro Rail 
Project Phase II is to be jointly financed by the European 
Investment Bank (€500 million) and Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (€300 million). The project envisages 
extension of East-West & North-South lines for Bangalore 
Metro Rail which includes a total length of 72.095 km (13.79 
km underground) and 61 stations with 12 underground 
stations. The project implementation period is 5 years from 
date of commencement of the Project.

Finance Ministry makes Aadhaar mandatory 
for small saving schemes, 7 October 2017

The Union Government has made the biometric 
identification, Aadhaar mandatory for all post 
office deposits, PPF, the National Savings 

Certificate scheme and Kisan Vikas Patra. The 

INS Kiltan is India’s first major warship having a superstructure of carbon fibre.
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information was shared 
by the Finance Ministry 
through four separate 
Gazette notifications. 
The identity card would 
now be a must for 
opening all post office 
deposit accounts, Public 
Provident Fund, National Savings Certificate scheme and 
Kisan Vikas Patra deposits.
The government has given time to the existing depositors 
who have not provided Aadhaar number at the time of 
application for such deposit to submit their Aadhaar number 
to the post office savings bank or deposit office concerned, 
on or before 31 December 2017.
The government has insisted on quoting Aadhaar for bank 
deposits, obtaining mobile phone and several other utilities 
to weed out benami deals and black money.
Background:

 # The government in September 2017 extended the 
deadline for obtaining Aadhaar for availing government 
schemes and subsidies by three months to 31 December 
2017.

 # Earlier the deadline was 30 September 2017.
 # The extension would cover as many as 135 schemes 

including free cooking gas to poor women, kerosene 
and fertiliser subsidy, targeted public distribution 
system and MGNREGA.

 # The government had previously made quoting of 
Aadhaar necessary for availing government benefits 
and subsidies like those on cooking gas LPG.

Centre sets up group to study problems of 
people living along LoC in J&K, 7 October 2017

The Union 
government 
has set up 

a study group to 
examine problems 
faced by the people 
living near the 
International Border 
(IB) and the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir 
in the wake of regular threats of cross-border firing.
Besides meeting locals living near the border areas, the 
group would be meeting the security forces deployed there 
as well as the district administration officials and local 
public representatives.
Following are the three broad issues that will be looked 
into by the study group:

- Demand for land for relocation in case of shelling
- Construction of more bunkers
- Compensation issues related to shelling
The group would be required to prepare a detailed report 
on the main problem areas and submit its recommendations 
within two months. The panel would be headed by Rina 
Mitra, Special secretary in the Home Ministry.
Background:

 # India shares a 3,323-km long border with Pakistan of 
which 221 km IB and 740 km LoC fall in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

 # The competent authority has approved the constitution 
of the study group for considering various problems 
being faced by the people residing near the volatile 
border areas.

 # According to an official from the Home Ministry, 
Pakistan has violated the ceasefire more than 600 times 
so far in 2017, the highest in a decade, in which eight 
civilians and 16 security personnel were killed.

‘Intensified Mission Indradhanush’ launched 
by PM, 09 October 2017

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched an intensive 
immunisation drive at Vadnagar in Gujarat on 8 
October 2017.

The campaign called the Intensified Mission Indradhanush 
(IMI), aims to reach every child below the age of two years 
and pregnant women still uncovered under the routine 
immunisation programme.

The main objective behind this mission is to ensure no child 
suffers from any vaccine- preventable disease.

Action Plan:

 # Under the mission, a 7-day immunisation drive will be 
conducted each month starting immediately till January 
2018 in 173 districts and 17 cities.

 # These districts include 52 in eight north-eastern states 
and 121 in 16 other states

 # The programme will cover low performing areas in the 
selected districts and cities.

 # It will focus on improving immunisation coverage in 
the districts and cities to ensure 90 per cent coverage 
for full immunisation by December 2018 instead of 
2020.

 # The programme would be supported by 12 ministries 
and departments and would be monitored by the 
Cabinet Secretary at the national level.

Shadia Bseiso is the first Arab woman from the Middle East to sign a WWE contract.
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Background:
 # The mission was launched during Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s two-day visit to Gujarat.
 # At the function, the prime minister inaugurated the 

GMERS Medical College, Vadnagar. The GMERS 
Medical College serves nearly 400-500 outdoor 
patients and 80-100 indoor patients daily.

 # PM also launched the Innovative Mobile Phone 
Technology for Community Health Operation 
(ImTeCHO) for improving coverage of community-
based maternal, neonatal and infant health services.

 # Under Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan 
private doctors volunteer to provide free ANC services 
to pregnant women on the 9th day of every month, 
alongside government doctors.

In four phases, the Mission Indradhanush has reached more than 
2.53 Cr children and 68 lakh pregnant women in the country.

International Conference on Dialogue of 
Civilizations – IV, 09 October 2017

The Ministry of 
Culture, Govt. 
of India and 

Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) in 
partnership with NGS-
National Geographic 
Society is hosting 
an international 
conference on “Dialogue of Civilizations – IV” from 8th – 
15th October, 2017 at Delhi, Gandhinagar and Dholavira.  
This conference is 4th in this series of ‘dialogues’ initiated 
by NGS in 2013 with a purpose to promote scholarly and 
public dialogue about the five ancient, literate civilizations 
of the world, i.e. Egypt, China, Mesopotamia, South Asia 
and Mesoamerica and how the study of the past can share 
our present and future towards the right direction.  
In 2013, 1st conference of this series was launched in 
Guatemala followed by Turkey in 2014 and China in 2015.  
The present convention is the 4th in this series, with the 
concluding dialogue planned in Egypt. 
The inaugural function was followed by a lecture by various 
renowned experts on various topics ranging from Harappan 
civilization to Aryan envasion.
International intellectual from different countries have 
participated in the Conference Prof. B.B. Lal (Harappan 
Civilization), Dr. Francisco Estrada-Belli (Mayan 
Civilization), Prof. Augusta McMohan (Mesopotamian 
Civilization), Dr. Anna Latifa-Mourad (Egyptian 
Civilization) and Prof. Xinwei Li (Chinese Civilization).

MoRTH to implement new programme to promote new 
technologies in highway projects 10 Oct
The Ministry of Road, Transport and Highways has decided 
to implement a Value Engineering Programme to promote 
new technologies and material in highway projects.
The programme will be executed under PPP mode or public 
funding mode.
Key Objective
To use innovative technology, materials and equipment to 
reduce the cost of projects and make them more environment 
friendly.
To ensure that the roads or bridges and other assets get 
constructed much faster, are structurally stronger and more 
durable.
After its implementation, the programme is expected to:
- increase speed of construction
- reduce construction cost
- increase asset durability
- improve aesthetics and safety
Besides this, the Ministry has also reconstituted a 
nine-member expert panel -National Panel of Experts 
(NPE), which was constituted in 2016, for approving 
proposals for use of new technologies, material and 
equipment.
Composition of the panel
Chairman - SR Tambe, former Secretary, PWD Maharashtra
Co-Chairman - Prof Ravi Sinha, IIT Mumbai
Members - Prof. A Veeraraghavan, IIT Chennai, Dr. Sunil 
Bose, Deputy Director CRRI, Prof. Prof. K.S. Reddy, 
IIT Kharagpur, S.K. Dharmadhikari, Dr. Prakash W. 
Kaskhedikar
Member Secretary for Bridge works - Chief Engineer — 
S&R (Bridge)
Member Secretary for Road works - Chief Engineer — 
S&R (Road)
Key Duties of the Panel

 # It will examine all technical matters involving the new 
technologies, materials and equipment referred to it by 
the concerned Engineers or contractors.

 # It will also resolve the technical issues that arise as 
a result of difference in view between engineers and 
contractors regarding implementation of the new and 
innovative technologies and materials.

 # It will also decide about the need for field trials of any 
new or innovative technology/materials/ equipment 
before its adoption.

16 October is observed as World Food Day.
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 # Further, it will be required to finalise associated design 
approaches, construction methodologies/sequences as 
well as the relevant specifications/ guidelines so that 
the contractor may use the proposed new/alternative 
materials/technologies in project highway.

First BIMSTEC Disaster Management 
Exercise 2017 conducted, 09 October 2017

The first BIMSTEC Disaster Management Exercise 
2017 (BIMSTEC DMEx-2017) was conducted by 
the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) as the 

lead agency from 10 October to 13 October 2017.
The Exercise will be conducted in the National Capital 
Region (NCR).
This Exercise will serve as a platform for sharing best 
practices on all aspects of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), 
strengthening regional response and coordination for 
Disaster Management among the BIMSTEC member 
countries.
It was decided at the 17th BIMSTEC Senior Officials 
Meeting held in Kathmandu, Nepal on 7 February 2017 that 
India would organize the first annual Disaster Management 
Exercise for the region.
Key highlights

 # Delegates from all seven nations of the Bay of 
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) grouping, namely 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand, will participate in the event.

 # The main focus of the BIMSTEC DMEx-2017 will 
be on testing the region’s preparedness and resilience 
towards effective activation of inter-Governmental 
interaction/dialogue/agreements for immediate 
deployment of regional resources for disaster response.

 # The BIMSTEC DMEx-2017 will be conducted in two 
phases in Delhi and NCR.

The main exercise will comprise of Table Top Exercise 
(TTX), Field Training Exercise (FTX) and After Action 
Review (AAR) which is scheduled for 10 October to 13 
October 2017.

 # It will help create synergy and synchronize efforts 
to institutionalize regional cooperation among the 
member countries.

 # The exercise will help strengthen the effective 
utilization of the search & rescue teams for disaster 
relief & emergency response, including emergency 
rapid assessment teams and management of mass 
casualties especially in situations involving breakdown 
of infrastructure and communication.

 # At the end of the four-day Exercise, a publication will 
be brought out on the outcomes and recommendations 
of the joint/common exercise and include agreement 
among BIMSTEC Nations on regional cooperation for 
Disaster Management and Emergency Response.

Sex with minor wife amounts to rape: SC,  
11 October 2017

The Apex 
Court of 
C o u n t r y 

Supreme Court 
struck down 
the provision of 
criminal law that 
legalized sex by 
a spouse with his minor wife between the age of 15 to 18 
years in a child marriage case.
The Highlights of Ruling:
The apex court said the exception in the rape law was 
contrary to the philosophy of other statutes and violates the 
bodily integrity of a girl child. The court also ruled that the 
exception given to this is violation of Article 14, 15 and 21 
of the Constitution.
The decision came in the light of Section 375 of the Indian 
Panel Code which states that sex with a girl less than 18 is 
Rape. But, it made an exception on the subject of sex with 
minor wife by the husband in child marriage cases.
A bench of Justice Deepak Gupta and Madan B. Lokur in 
separate but concurring judgements ruled that the exception 
under section 375 of the IPC was “arbitrary, discriminatory 
and capricious” as the age of marriage was 18 in all laws.
The bench also expressed apprehension over the rampant 
practice of child marriage in the country and said social 
justice laws were not executed with the character with 
which they have been enacted by Parliament.
The Court said that the husband is liable to be prosecuted if 
the woman files a complaint within one year of the sexual act.
The court also made it clear that this ruling will not have 
retrospective effect.
Not a Marital rape ruling:
This landmark verdict came at a time when the Supreme 
Court is already hearing petitions calling for marital rape 
to be declared crime and a public discourse over the age of 
consent. The bench made it clear that it has not dealt with 
the concern of marital rape as it was not raised before it 
by respective parties. However, this decision would have a 
prospective effect on that.
It asked the Centre and the states to take proactive steps to 
prohibit child marriage across the country.

India’s rank at the Global Hunger Index 2017 is 100.
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Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th Anniversary to be 
celebrated from 2 October 2019 to 2 October 
2020, 13 October 2017

The Union Govt. 
on 12 October 
2017 announced 

to observe the 150th 
birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi from 
2 October 2019 to 2 
October 2020. 
To commemorate 
the same, the 
Union Government 
constituted a National 
Committee headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
This Committee comprises Chief Ministers of all the 
states, representatives from across the political spectrum, 
Gandhians, thinkers and prominent people from different 
spheres of life.
The Committee will direct and approve policies, 
programmes, activities for the commemoration and will 
also supervise the implementation of the decisions taken 
from time to time.
In Honour of Mahatma Gandhi:

 # 2nd October is celebrated as Gandhi Jayanti in India 
and as International Day of Non-Violence worldwide.

 # Time Magazine bestowed the title ‘Man of the Year’  to 
Mahatma Gandhi in 1930.

 # Time Magazine also named Gandhi as one of the top 25 
political icons of all time in 2011.

 # Gandhi was also the runner-up to Albert Einstein as 
‘Person of the Century’ at the end of 1999.

 # In 1995, Indian Government launched the International 
Gandhi Peace Prize on the occasion of the 125th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The Prize is awarded to 
distinguished social workers, world leaders and citizens.

 # PM Modi launched ‘Swachh Bharat Mission’ on the 
occasion of Gandhi Jayanti in 2014. Swachh Bharat 
Mission logo shows the spectacles of Mahatma Gandhi 
with its bridge in the Tricolor envisioning a clean India.

International days that celebrate Gandhi:
 # The United Nations General Assembly declared 

Gandhi’s birthday 2 October as ‘the International Day 
of Non-violence’ in 2007.

 # In 1948, United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) proposed observing 

30 January as the ‘School Day of Nonviolence and 
Peace’, the day when Gandhi was assassinated.

Sampoorna Bima Gram Yojana launched,  
13 October 2017

The Union Minister for Communications, Manoj Sinha 
on 13 October 2017 launched the Sampoorna Bima 
Gram (SBG) Yojana, an initiative for expansion of 

client base of Postal Life Insurance.
Sampoorna Bima Gram Yojana:

 # Under the Yojana, at least one village having a 
minimum of 100 households will be identified in each 
of the revenue districts of the country.

 # Following this, effort will be taken to cover all 
households of that identified village with a minimum 
of one RPLI (Rural Postal Life Insurance) policy each.

 # The main objective of the scheme is to cover all 
households in the identified Sampoorna Bima Gram 
village.

 # Under the scheme expansion of clientele base of PLI, it 
has now been decided that benefits of PLI will no more 
be confined to Government and semi-Government 
employees, but will also be available to professionals 
such as Doctors, Engineers, Lawyers, Charted 
Accountants and Bankers.

 # The decision has been taken to expand the cover 
of social security and bring maximum number of 
people under the protection of Postal Life Insurance 
(PLI).

These major initiatives being undertaken by Department 
of Posts are expected to serve as an instrument of 
securing lives of people as well as enhancing financial 
inclusion.
Postal Life Insurance (PLI)

 # The scheme, which was introduced in 1884, is one 
of the oldest life insurance schemes introduced for 
the benefit of Government and semi-Government 
employees.

 # The Rural Postal Life Insurance (RPLI) was introduced 
on 24 March 1995 on the recommendations of Malhotra 
Committee.

 # The scheme provides insurance cover to people 
residing in rural areas, especially weaker sections and 
women living in rural areas.

 # The main highlight of the schemes include Low 
Premium and High Bonus.

 # Till 31 March 2017, there were 46.8 lakh PLI and 146.8 
lakh RPLI policies across the country.

The full form of IFRA, a mobile app to curb food wastage is- Indian Food Recovery Alliance.
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Kronos is a Sun like star has been named after, Titan as it has consumed its own planets.

Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) Act 2016 
brought into force, 13 October 2017

A new Bureau of Indian standard (BIS) Act 2016 
has been brought into force with effect from 12th 
October, 2017. It was notified on 22nd March, 2016. 

The Act sets up the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) as the 
National Standards Body of India. 
The main provisions of this act
The Act enables the government to take under compulsory 
certification regime any goods or article of any scheduled 
industry, system, process or service which it considers 
essential in the public interest or for the safety of human, 
safety of the environment, animal or plant health, or 
prevention of unfair trade practices, or national security. 
It will make hallmarking of the precious metal articles 
mandatory.
It enables Central Government to appoint any authority/
agency, in addition to the BIS, to validate the conformity of 
services and products to a standard and provide certificate 
of conformity.
The provision of this act also makes way for recall or repair 
even if conforming to the relevant Indian Standard. It includes 
the product which has the bearing of Standard Mark. 
About Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), the National 
Standards Body of India is a statutory organization under 
the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986. 
The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) deals in all matters 
concerning Certification, Standardization and Quality.

Five judges Constitutional bench to decide on 
Hindu women’s right to temple, 14 October 2017

A 5-judge Constitutional Bench will decide whether the 
women’s fundamental right to pray at the place of their 
preference can be overruled on the ground of religious 

belief “biological factor exclusive to the female gender”. The 
matter was a referred to this bench by Supreme Court of India. 
The matter was referred by a three-judge Bench of Chief 
Justice of India Dipak Misra and Justices Ashok Bhushan and 
R. Banumathi. The Bench raised the question of excluding 
such women comprise an “essential religious practice.”
Now, the 5-judges bench will examine the age-old practice 
in famous Sabarimala temple of restricting entry for women 
aged between 10 to 50 years. It means to control the entry 
of women from the menstruating age. And if so, does this 
amount to discrimination and breach of the fundamental 
rights to gender justice and equality. However, the temple 
authorities have justified the banned entry by saying it is a 
practice founded in tradition. It means women are restrictted 
from even making the arduous walk to the shrine.

What is the matter?
The restriction finds its basis in the legend that the 
Sabarimala temple deity “Swami Ayyappa” is a ‘Naishtika 
Brahmachari’ and therefor should not be disturbed. 
The Kerala High Court in 1991 ruled that restriction forced 
on women devotees was in place since time immemorial 
and not discriminatory to the Constitution.
The royal family Pandalas and several Ayyappa groups also 
objected the entry of women in restricted age group and 
said that the deity was not “interested” in women devotees.

First ever All India Institute of Ayurveda 
dedicated to the nation, 17 October 2017

Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated the All India 
Institute of Ayurveda to the nation on the occasion 
of National Ayurveda Day. On the same occasion, 

Prime Minister released the “Ayurvedic Standard Treatment 
Guidelines”. developed by the Ministry of AYUSH. The 
Prime Minister also gave away the Yoga Award to the 
Ramamani Iyengar Memorial Yoga Institute, Pune, which 
was announced on the occasion of International Day of Yoga.
About All India Institute of Ayurveda

 # The first ever All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) 
is set up along the lines of AIIMS and has an NABH 
Accredited Hospital and an Academic Block.. 

 # It has been set up with a total campus area of 10.015 
acres with a budget of Rs 157 Crore. 

 # Out Patient Services will be provided in the hospital block 
of the AIIA and medicines will be given free of cost.

 # Currently, clinical specialties running in the 
hospital block are Neurological Disease Care Unit, 
Musculoskeletal Care Unit, Diabetes & Metabolic 
Disorders Care Unit, Yoga, Panchakarma Clinic, Kriya 
Kalpa, Diabetic Retinopathy Clinic, Kshara Evum 
Anushastra Karma and Infertility Clinic. 

 # It also has pathology, biochemistry, microbiology and 
radiology laboratories/diagnosis facilities. 

 # The indoor patient department has provision for 200 beds. 
 # As an apex institute under the Ministry of AYUSH, the 

AIIA will bring synergy between the traditional wisdom 
of Ayurveda and modern diagnostic tools and technology.
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concern over increasing environmental degradation in the 
Rohtang Pass area due to plying of diesel taxis.
With this initiative, the state has become the first in the 
world to ply electric buses at an altitude of 13 thousand 
feet.
Key Highlights:

 # There would be a total of 10 buses in the fleet.
 # All the buses have been imported by the state 

government, as no company in India manufactures 
such battery-operated ones.

 # Each electric bus would have the capacity of seating 
30 passengers and would be able to cover 200 km 
with fully charged batteries.

 # Though the fare is yet to be fixed, it would be 
marginally higher than the diesel buses.

 # The main objective behind the initiative is to curb 
carbon emission which is resulting in melting of 
glaciers in the Himalayas.

Mukhya Mantri Kaushal Samvardhan and 
Kaushalya Yojana flagged off in MP,   
03 October 2017

Madhya Pradesh 
Govt. has 
implemented 

the Chief Minister’s 
Skill Promotion and 
Skills Scheme to provide 
jobs by providing 
employment oriented 
training to the youth.

The Tribal Affairs Department of MP government will 
train educated youths of Scheduled Tribe category for job 
in various employment-oriented professions and establish 
their own venture through MAPCET.

All the youth who are in the age group of 18-35 are being 
benefitted through Mukhya Mantri Kaushal Samvardhan 
Yojana and Mukhya Mantri Kaushalya Yojana. 

The Madhya Pradesh government has permitted Rs 30 
crores for constant execution of the scheme from year 
2017-18 to 2019-20.

This scheme is aimed to cover 6,000 youth and  nearly 
2000 youths will be trained every year. Successful 
trainees from various training programmes organized 
by Government of India/State government institutions, 
UGC recognized universities selected by MAPCET, 
NSDC partner institutions, industries will be provided 
placements.

Burning Topics of the MonthSTATE

Lake Baikal in Russia, is undergoing its gravest crisis in recent history.

1. Assam to host Global Investors Summit in 
February, 2018.

2. Himachal Pradesh becomes first state to 
launch electric bus service.

3. UP tops all states by building 3.2 lakh 
toilets in 17 days.

Udaan Scheme in J& K gets extention,   
21 September 2017

The Union 
Cabinet chaired 
by the Prime 

Minister Narendra 
Modi on 20 September 
2017 approved Home 
Ministry’s proposal for 
extension of the time 
period of the “Special Industry Initiative for J&K” - Udaan 
scheme till 31 December 2018 without any modification 
and cost escalation.
The time period of Udaan was initially up to 2016-17. The 
main objective of the scheme is to provide exposure to the 
youth of Jammu & Kashmir to the best of corporate India 
and corporate India to the rich talent pool available in the 
state.
Till now, 109 leading Corporates have partnered with 
National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) under 
UDAAN with a commitment to train youth from J & K 
in sectors including Organized Retail, Banking, Financial 
Services, IT, Infrastructure and Hospitality.
So far, 34,587 candidates have been selected among whom 
31903 candidates have joined, 22237 candidates have 
completed the training, 7649 are undergoing training and 
14694 have been offered jobs.

Himachal Pradesh becomes first state to 
launch electric bus service, 22 September 2017

The Himachal 
Pradesh government 
on 21 September 

2017 launched first-of-its-
kind electric bus service 
in the ecologically fragile 
51km-long stretch between 
Manali and Rohtang Pass. The bus service was flagged 
off by State Transport Minister GS Bali along with Kullu 
Deputy Commissioner Yunus. The move was made amidst 
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‘Swachh Andhra Mission’ launched by CM, 
03 October 2017

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu 
launched ‘Swachh Andhra Mission’ on 2 October 
2017, on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti.

Ace shuttler PV Sindhu was appointed as the brand 
ambassador of the mission. She along with the state minister 
for Information Technology and Rural Development Nara 
Lokesh and public representatives was present at the 
occasion.
Speaking on the occasion, Naidu praised Singhu and said 
that it is a proud moment for the state that Sindhu is the 
brand ambassador for Swachh Andhra.

UP tops all states by building 3.2 lakh toilets in 
17 days, 04 October 2017

The Uttar Pradesh government on 3 October 2017 
stated that it has built over 3.52 lakh toilet units in 17 
days under the Centre’s Swachhta hi Seva campaign 

thereby, topping other states in the  effort.
According to an official statement, the toilets were 
constructed between 15 September and 2 October.
Following UP in the effort is Rajasthan, which constructed 
around 2, 54,953 toilets and then Karnataka, which built 
around 2, 41,708 toilets in the same period.
Overall, almost 18, 24,549 toilets were constructed across 
states, according to a statement issued by the office of chief 
secretary Rajiv Kumar.
The statement also added that nagar panchayat Sahanpur 
in Bijnore district was declared open defecation free by 
the Centre on 4 September. Further, it said that the state 
government has requested the Centre to declare 12 nagar 
panchayats and other local bodies of the state open-
defecation free following a third party inspection.
Besides this, the chief secretary has instructed officials to 
speed up the work, so that 653 urban local bodies of the 
state could be declared open- defecation free by May 2019. 
Instructions have also been issued to raise the amount given 

for construction of personal toilets from Rs 8,000 to Rs 
20,000 under  urban local bodies. 

UP Cabinet approves digitalisation of land 
maps, 10 October 2017

The state cabinet of Uttar Pradesh on 9 October 2017 
approved digitalisation of land maps in 70 districts 
of the state.

An amount of Rs 5.21 Cr has been made available for the 
digitisation work. On completion of the work, the maps will 
be made available online.
The main aim of the move is to help check malpractices 
in a big way. The development will be a great help to the 
farmers and others in the state.
Besides this, Uttar Pradesh cabinet has also decided on one-
time settlement of non-performing loans of farmers with 
cooperative banks.

Rajasthan 1st state to incorporate skill 
development programme in higher education, 
10 October 2017

Rajasthan has become the first state to incorporate 
skill development programme in the higher 
education.

The programme was launched by the state’s Higher 
Education Minister Kiran Maheshwari and Vice Chancellor 
of IGNOU Prof Ravindra Kumar on 10 October 2017 in 
Jaipur.
Key Details:

 # The state’s Department of College Education in 
collaboration with IGNOU has prepared 16 courses 
for entrepreneurship and skill development for 
colleges in the state.

 # Under the project, 12 certificates and 4 diploma 
courses will be run and each college will be required 
to choose five courses.

 # 94 colleges have already joined the project and 5656 
students have registered themselves in it.

 # The practical training of the students pursuing the 
skill development courses will be done in different 
government departments.

Police Commemoration Day is observed on 21 October.
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Maharashtra cabinet approves climate change 
adaptation policy 11 October 2017

The state 
cabinet of 
Maharashtra 

on 10 October 2017 
approved a climate 
change adaptation 
policy that will 
focus on developing 
environment-friendly villages and cities.
According to a statement issued by the Chief Minister’s 
office, a special cell under the state Environment department 
will be set up for the effective implementation of the policy.

Bihar to provide reservation to persons with 
disabilities in government jobs, 11 October 2017

The state cabinet of Bihar has approved reservations 
for persons with disabilities in government jobs and 
educational institutions.

Key Highlights:
 # The provision has been brought in accordance with 

the Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.
 # The cabinet also approved the establishment of 

a state advisory board for the empowerment of 
Divyangjan as envisaged in the Act.

 # The members of the board would include secretaries 
of various departments along with representatives 
from districts.

 # Additionally, two members from the state Legislative 
Assembly and one from the state Legislative Council 
will also be a part of the advisory board.

Gujarat will up 16 new townships to encourage 
SMEs growth, 11 October 2017

Gujarat Government would be setting up 16 new 
Gujarat Industrial Development Corporation 
(GIDC) townships in 2400 hectare area to 

encourage the Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs).
Key Highlights:

 # The township is expected to attract around 15,000 
industrial units.

 # It is also expected to result in the growth of SMEs, 
especially in remote locations.

 # The combined area of industrial estates across 16 
locations will be around 2400 hectares.

 # The estates are expected to generate employment for 
around 100,000 people.

Chennai Metro Rail introduces free bicycle 
ride scheme 12 October 2017

The Chennai Metro 
Rail, CMRL has 
introduced a free 

bicycle ride scheme for 
its customers. The metro 
corporation has tied up with 
a private agency to provide 
100-hours of bicycle ride 
free of cost every month. Speaking on the development, the 
CMRL said that the initiative is an effort towards providing 
last-mile connectivity service to passengers in order to 
help promote eco-friendly travel in the city. The move is 
expected to reduce dependence on private vehicles and 
provide a more economical option to the travellers.
The Chennai Metro Rail Limited implemented the scheme 
after observing the success of bicycle clubs in Trivandrum, 
Kochi, Infopark and Technopark in Kerala. Presently, 
the scheme is on floors at four metro stations in the city 
including Ekkattuthangal, Nehru Park, Thirumangalam and 
Anna Nagar Tower.

Assam to host Global Investors Summit in 
February, 2018, 19 October 2017

Assam would be 
hosting its first 
Global Investors 

Summit in Guwahati from 
3- 4 February 2018. It 
would be inaugurated by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The state government 
plans to utilise the event to showcase Assam’s business 
potential with attractive policies in order to attract more 
investments. The decision was taken during the state’s 
cabinet meeting, which was held recently.
Besides this, cabinet also approved amendments to 
Preferential Purchase Policy to boost businesses of the 
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME). Speaking 
on the same, the state’s Commerce and Industry Minister, 
Chandra Mohan Patowary said, “Under the new policy, 
it will be made mandatory for all government and semi-
government offices to make at least 25 per cent of all 
purchases from local MSMEs.” He added saying that the 
existing policy was not being actively pursued and the 
changes are expected to make it more effective.
The cabinet also decided to set up an industrial zone on 160 sq 
km, which will be converted into a land bank. Further, a new 
sugar policy was also approved by the cabinet to facilitate 
setting up of sugar mills in the state and encourage sugarcane 
farming to make the state a hub of sugar production.

NK Gupta has been appointed as the New Lokyukta of Madhya Pradesh.
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Burning Topics of the MonthINTERNATONAL list of banned countries whereas the ban for other countries 
remains the same.

Cabinet approves MoU between India and 
Belarus in oil and gas sector, 28 September 2017

The Union 
Cabinet led by 
Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on 
27 September 2017 
gave its ex-post 
facto approval for 
a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 
signed between India 
and Belarus in the oil 
and gas sector.
The agreement was signed on 12 September 2017 following 
delegation-level talks between Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and visiting Belarus President Aleksander 
Grigoryevich Lukashenko in New Delhi.
The MoU is one among the ten agreements signed between 
the two nations. It was signed between M/o Petroleum & 
Natural Gas of the Republic of India and Belarusian State 
Concern of Oil and Chemistry.
Key Objectives:

 # The agreement will mainly promote bilateral 
relationship between India and Belarus.

 # It is envisaged to enhance the economic and commercial 
cooperation between the two sides in oil and natural 
gas sector.

 # It will enable both sides to work towards establishing 
cooperation in the areas of upstream and downstream 
activities, capacity building, technology transfer, 
enhanced oil recovery and development of mature 
fields in India.

 # The agreement will remain in force for three years 
from the day of its signing.

Union Cabinet approves MoU between India 
and Afghanistan on cooperation on Police 
Training, 29 September 2017

Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 
between India and 

Afghanistan on Technical 
Corporation on Police Training 
and Development is approved 
by the Union Cabinet under the 
chairmanship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. The MoU was 

Akshay Ruparelia has become UK’s Youngest Millionaire.

1. India, Ethiopia sign agreements on trade, 
communication & Media.

2. India to send 3-lakh youth to Japan for on-
job training.

3. US, Israel withdraw from UNESCO.

India will collaborate with Russia for 
Bangladesh nuclear power plant,   
23 September 2017

India will 
collaborate with 
Russia to build 

a Nuclear plant in 
Bangladesh. The 
Rooppur Project of 
Bangladesh is the 
first initiative under 
the Indo-Russian 
deal to undertake atomic energy projects in the third 
world nations. Sekhar Basu, Chairman of Atomic Energy 
Commission shared this information on the occasion of  
61st general conference of the global nuclear watchdog 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). It will be 
India’s first atomic energy project outside nation. This will 
be Bangladesh’s First atomic energy venture. With this 
project, Bangladesh will become third south Asian country 
to utilise energy from nuclear fusion.

New US travel ban includes N Korea, 
Venezuela, Chad among 8 countries,   
24 September 2017

Three more countries 
are added in the 
latest issued list of 

travel ban countries by the 
President of United states, 
Donald Trump. These 
countries are - North Korea, 
Venenzuela and Chad. The 
reasons stated by Trump 
are poor securities of the 
nation and lack of corporation with the US Officials. Seven 
countries were added before these three countries. They 
are Iran, Iraq, Libiya, Somaliya, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. 
Among the newly banned countries, complete travel ban 
was imposed on North korea and Chad. Partial restriction 
was placed on Venenzuela. Sudan was removed from the 
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signed for a period of 5 years) with a grace period of 5 
years) for capacity building of Afghanistan National Police 
and improving the security of the nation.

India and Norway sign Letter of Intent to 
extend cooperation in health sector,   
29 September 2017

A letter of Intent was signed at New Delhi, between 
India and Norway to strengthen bilateral cooperation 
through the Norway India Partnership Initiative 

(NIPI) for the duration of years (counting from 2018).
Highlights:
1.  It was signed between Union Ministry of Health 

Affairs and Norwegian Ministry of Foregin Affairs. 
2.  This Corporation will also be aligned with the National 

Health Policy 2017 of India. Hence it will mainly focus 
on the Health issue. 

3.  key areas included under this are Reproduction, 
Maternal, New born babies, Adolescent health 
etc. 

4.    it would also focus on innovative, catalytic and strategic 
support taking the Indian Government’s Intensification 
Plan for Accelerated Maternal and Child Survival in 
India as the starting point.

Bangladesh signs USD 4.5 billion loan deal 
with India, 03 October 2017

Bangladesh has signed 
an agreement of USD 
4.5 billion third Line 

of Credit (loC) with India for 
the development of social 
sector and Infrastructure.  
This agreement was signed in 
the presence of Arun Jately, 
Finance minister of India 
and A M A Muthith, Finance Minister of Bangladesh. The 
fund will be utlised for 17 major projects in Bangladesh, 
which includes Roads, Electricity, Railroads, shipping and 
ports. The funds are provided for a duration of 20 years 
which can be extended for 5 years at 1% per annum rate 
of Interest.

Bangladesh needs to get 65-75% goods and services 
from the Indian market from the fund provided under this 
agreement.

Jagmeet Singh becomes first Sikh politician to 
lead Canada’s major New Democratic Party, 
03 October 2017

A Canada based 
Sikh layer, 
J a g m e e t 

Singh became the first 
non-white politician 
to lead a political 
party i.e. New 
Democratic Party 
(NDP) in Canada. 
This political party 
is at Third place in Canadian parliament.  Jagmeet Singh 
received 56.7% votes in the first ballot to lead the party for 
the 2019 election against Prime Minister Justin Tureau’s 
Liberals.

Cabinet approves the Extradition Treaty 
between India and Lithuania, 04 October 2017

The Union 
Cabinet led by 
Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on 
4 October 2017 
gave its approval 
for the signing and 
ratification of the 
Extradition Treaty 
between India and 
Lithuania.
Objective:
With the approval of the treaty, it would now provide a 
legal framework for seeking extradition of terrorists, 
economic offenders and other criminals to and from 
Lithuania.
What does Extradition mean?
It is the act of evicting or forcing someone to return for trial 
to another country or state where they have been accused or 
convicted of a crime.
What is the purpose of the treaty?
The Treaty would help in extradition of fugitive 
criminals including terrorists for criminal prosecutions 
from Lithuania who may have committed crimes against 
India.
It will bring the criminals to justice, with a view to ensure 
peace and tranquillity to public at large.

George Saunders has won 2017 Man Booker Prize for his book- Lincoln in the Bardo.



NEWS BITES INTERNATIONAL

40 DECEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

India, Ethiopia sign agreements on trade, 
communication & Media, 5 October 2017

India and Ethopia 
signed agreements 
on trade, 

communications, and 
media on October 5th 
2017. The agreements 
were signed in the 
presence of President 
Ram Nath Kovind and 
Mulatu Teshome at Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia. These 
agreements was signed on the occasion of 12th anniversary 
of the India Business Forum held in Addis Ababa to 
strengthen bilateral ties between both countries. This forum 
was first of its kind and represented by more than 100 Indian 
companies.
Other Objectives of the Agreement:

 # It will enhance people to people contact through 
exchange programmes.

 # It would provide an opportunity for both the nations 
to share the best practices and latest innovations in the 
field of Information, Communication and Media.

 # It would also encourage cooperation between mass 
media tools such as radio, print media, TV, social media 
in order to provide more opportunities for the people of 
both the nations and create public accountability.

Besides this, the agreement will facilitate an exchange of 
delegations, personnel between the two nations, providing 
them opportunities to learn from each other’s best practices, 
bringing in equity and inclusiveness.

India, EU sign 3 agreements at 14th India-EU 
Summit, 7 October 2017

The 14th annual 
Summit between 
India and the 

European Union (EU) 
was held in New Delhi 
on 6 October 2017.
While Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi represented 
India at the summit, 
the EU was represented by Donald Tusk, President of the 
European Council, and Jean Claude Juncker, President of 
the European Commission.
The summit witnessed discussions on a host of issues 
including ways to remove hurdles for the long-pending free 
trade agreement. The leaders reviewed the wide-ranging 
cooperation under the India-EU Strategic Partnership. 
Further, recognising that India and the EU are natural 

partners, the leaders reaffirmed their commitment to further 
deepen and strengthen the India-EU Strategic Partnership 
based on shared principles and values of democracy, 
freedom, rule of law and respect for human rights and 
territorial integrity of States.
Both the sides also agreed to cooperate on various issues 
including trade, enhancing investment flows, climate action 
and renewable energy, conflict prevention, sustaining peace, 
creating a safe and accessible cyber space, space, human 
rights cooperation including on gender equality and women 
empowerment and combating and countering terrorism and 
extremism in all its forms.
Following agreements were signed during the summit:
1.  Implementing Arrangement between the European 

Commission and the Science and Engineering Research 
Board (SERB) for Indian Researchers hosted by the 
European Research Council grantees in Europe 

2.  Finance Contract of Bangalore Metro Rail Project 
Phase-2-Line R6 for Euro 300 million out of total loan 
of Euro 500 million.

3.  Joint Declaration between the Interim Secretariat of 
the International Solar Alliance and the European 
Investment Bank. 

India-South Africa Twenty Years of Strategic 
Partnership, 9 October 2017

India and South Africa 
are celebrating 
20-years of strategic 

corporation this year. 
Dr. Harsh Vardhan- 
Union Minister for S&T 
and Earth Sciences, 
Environment, Forests 
& Climate Change, 
attended the celebrations 
of the collaboration in 
science and technology 
in Durban. 
Background:
Inter-governmental accord on cooperation in the field 
of Science & Technology was completed in the year 
1995. Since then the S&T collaboration has gradually 
evolved as an important support in the India-South Africa 
strategic partnership based on mutual trust, warmness and 
friendship.
So far, the collaboration has been concentrated on 
chosen areas like Astronomy & Astrophysics, Indigenous 
Knowledge System, Agriculture Sciences, Green 
Chemistry,  and Health Sciences where both nations have 
complementary strengths. 

Myntra has joined hands with Union textile industry to promote handloom.
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In Recent Times:
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi visit to S. Africa last 
year, the S&T cooperation has seen a major boost with 
launch of Eight new projects on Astronomy which will 
help to augment the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) radio 
telescope mission led by South Africa. 
India’s Contribution:
The scientists from India will be participating in several 
design work packages of SKA, notably the Central Signal 
Processing and Telescope Manager. 
Telescope Manager System will be the controlling nerve 
centre behind the performance of the Square Kilometer 
Array observatory. 
A multi-institutional mission on HIV Vaccine Research 
Collaboration has been also commenced this year.  
India-South Africa Collaboration:
The collaboration between India-South Africa reached to the 
many milestones. Recently the collaboration hit the new high 
with the launch of a new program on ‘Grass Root Innovation’ 
aimed towards sharing of open source technologies and IPR 
protection of traditional knowledge systems. 
This program is intended for co-development of products 
through value addition, validation through product 
deployment and market ready technology transmit with a 
focus on affordability. 
The novel proposal has been aptly named as ‘Gandhi-
Mandela Program on Grass Root Innovation’. National 
Innovation Foundation, Ahmedabad will implement this 
program on the Indian side. 
India is a foremost country in the ISA-International Solar 
Alliance partnership and has extended an invite to S. Africa 
to join this alliance. 
Both S. Africa and India are maritime countries and are a 
part of the Indian Ocean Rim Association. Indian expedition 
to Antarctica is also commenced from Cape Town. Both 
countries stand to grow by appreciative the ocean processes 
which form the climate and coastal eco-system.

MoU between India and Morocco in the field 
of water resources Approved, 12 October 2017

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 11 October 2017 gave its approval 
for signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) between India and Morocco on cooperation in the 
field of water resources.
The key areas of bilateral cooperation under this MoU 
include:

 # Conception, realisation and maintenance of the 
hydraulic infrastructure, notably big dams and water 
transfer projects.

 # Integrated water resources management, conjunctive 
use of surface and ground water resources, enhancement 
of water use efficiency, resilience and adaptation 
to climate change, artificial recharge of aquifers, 
organisational, institutional and regulation aspects.

 # Flood and drought management.
 # Sustainable development and management of ground 

water resources including recharge augmentation.
 # Harvesting and valuation of rainfall water and resilience 

and adaptation to climate.

India to send 3-lakh youth to Japan for on-job 
training, 12 October 2017

Under the government’s 
skill development 
programme, India 

will send 3-lakh youth to 
Japan for on-job training for 
3-5 years, Union Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan said.
The Union Cabinet has 
approved signing of 
Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between Japan and 
India on the ‘Technical Intern Training Program (TITP)’.
Highlights of this decision:
The Technical Intern Training Program (TITP) is an 
ambitious program to send one Lakh Indian technical 
interns to Japan for on the job training for a period of 3-5 
years.
These youth will work in the Japanese ecosystem and will get 
employment opportunities there along with accommodation 
facility.
It is also expected that about 50,000 out of one lakh interns 
may also get jobs in Japan.
The monetary cost of the skill training of Indian technical 
interns would be beared by Japan.
The selection of the youth for Intern Training Program 
will be done in a transparent manner as per the Japanese 
requirements.

Prabha Varma has been chosen for the prestigious for Padma Prabha Puraskaram.
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Siginig of MoC between India and Japan 
on establishing LNG Market approved 12 
October 2017

The Union 
Cabinet on 11 
October 2017 

approved the signing 
of the Memorandum 
of Cooperation (MoC) 
between India and Japan 
for establishing a liquid, 
flexible and global 
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Market.
Highlights of the MoC:

 # The MoC will promote bilateral relationship between 
India and Japan in the energy sector.

 # It will contribute to the diversification of gas supplies 
for India. 

 # It will strengthen the energy security and lead to more 
competitive prices for consumers.

 # It will provide a framework to cooperate in facilitating 
flexibility in LNG contracts and abolition of Destination 
Restriction Clause.

 # It will also explore possibilities of cooperation in 
establishing reliable LNG spot price indices reflecting 
true LNG demand and supply.

India and Japan are major consumers of energy in the world. 
In the LNG sector, Japan is the world’s largest importer and 
India is the 4th largest importer. 

Union Cabinet approves MoU between India 
and Belarus for cooperation in Vocational 
Education, 12 October 2017

The Union Cabinet on 11 October 2017 approved 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
India and Belarus for cooperation in the field of 

Vocational Education and Training (VET). 
 The MoU was signed between both the sides on 12 
September 2017 during the visit of Belarus President 
Alexander Lukashenko to India.

This is for the first time that India signed MoU for 
cooperation in area of vocational education, training and 
skill development with Eurasian country.
Highlights of the MoU:

 # It will pave the way for systematic transfer of their 
expertise and knowhow in skilling the manpower 
specially in manufacturing sector.

 # The MoU will be implemented through establishing 
institutional partnerships between Republican Institute 
for Vocational Education (RIPO) , an apex institution 
for development of Belarusian vocational education 
system and Directorate General of Training in VET 
delivery & its sustainability. 

 # Belarus will provide comprehensive transfer of 
know-how of emerging technologies, training and 
evaluation methodologies, content development for 
training of master trainers, competency building of 
the assessors.

 # Belarus will also provide vocational education 
services for Indian citizens for skill development in 
the field of construction, electric-power production, 
manufacturing, trade, auto service and household 
goods repair, transport, communication, hotels and 
restaurants.

 # Retraining, up-skilling, internship for teachers and 
trainers of India will be conducted by the Belarusian 
Side apart from advisory services to enhance planning, 
management and delivery of Vocational Education.

 # The financial arrangement for the co-operative 
activities undertaken under the MoU will be mutually 
agreed upon by both the parties.

US, Israel withdraw from UNESCO,   
12 October 2017

The United States 
and its ally Israel 
announced that 

they were pulling out 
of the UN’s culture 
and education body, 
UNESCO, accusing it 
of anti-Israel bias.The US State Department spokeswoman 
Heather Nauert said that the decision was not taken 
lightly and it reflects US concerns with mounting arrears 
at UNESCO, the need for fundamental reform in the 
organisation and continuing anti-Israel bias.
This is the second such instance when the US has withdrawn 
itself from a major multilateral commitment after President 
Donald Trump took charge, first being its withdrawal from 
the 2015 Paris climate change agreement. It underlines 
Trump’s ‘America First’ policies.

Bharti Airtel announced acquiring mobile business of Tata Group.
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Background
 # This is not the first time that the US has walked out 

of the UN body. It previously withdrew itself from the 
195-member organisation once before under former 
president Ronald Reagan.

 # It was under President George W Bush that the US 
returned to the body in 2002, but relations soured 
again in 2011 when Barack Obama pulled the plug on 
funding to the body after its members voted to admit 
Palestine as a full member.

 # Despite cutting its funding to the agency the US had 
continued to cooperate with UNESCO since 2011 
on programmes of interest to the Americans, such as 
combating the rise of extremism and perpetuating the 
memory of the Holocaust.

 # US is against any move by UN bodies to recognise the 
Palestinian territories as a state, believing that this must 
await a negotiated Middle East peace deal.

Why does the US not recognize Palestine but recognizes 
Israel?

 # Firstly, the United States has recognized Israel since it 
was established.

 # The State of Palestine declared independence in 1988 
during six years of uprising.

 # Most of the areas claimed by the State of Palestine have 
been occupied by Israel since 1967.

 # Neither the US nor Israel recognize Palestine as a 
state because recognition of statehood also implies a 
recognition of the state’s borders.

 # While Israel defined its borders as suggested by 
UNSCOP, and then by the results of a war with a 
cease-fire and a cease-fire line (green line) agreement, 
Palestine does not have a defined border.

 # Without a negotiated settlement between Israel and 
the Palestinian governments determining the borders, 
recognition of Palestine would, in effect, negate 
recognition of Israel or reject Israel’s legitimate control 
over its present borders.

 # The US supported a peace agreement and therefore it 
doesn’t and will not recognize the State of Palestine 
until there is a peace agreement between Israel and the 
Palestinians.

About UNESCO
 # It is a specialised agency of the United Nations that has 

its headquarters in Paris.
 # Its main objective is to contribute to peace and security 

by promoting international collaboration through 
educational, scientific, and cultural reforms.

 # It also aims to contribute to the eradication of 
poverty, sustainable development and intercultural 
dialogue through education, the sciences, culture, 
communication and information.

 # It is the successor of the League of Nations’ International 
Committee on Intellectual Cooperation.

 # The organisation has 195 member states and 10 
associate members.

 # UNESCO pursues its objectives through five major 
programs: education, natural sciences, social/human 
sciences, culture and communication/information.

Under UNESCO rules, the US exit will take effect on 
21 December 2018, when it will establish an “observer 
mission” to replace its representation at the agency.                                

India ranked 100th in Global Hunger Index 
2017, 13 October 2017

The International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) on 12 October 2017 released the ‘2017 
Global Hunger Index: The Inequalities of Hunger’. 

This year, India ranks at low 100th position out of 119 
countries on the Index, owing to the fact that one in every 
five children under age 5 has low weight for height.
As per the Global hunger Index 2017, the global hunger 
levels have fallen more than a quarter since 2000. 
The Global Hunger Index this year underlines that famine 
has cast a shadow over four countries in 2016 while conflict 
and climate change continue to hit the poorest the hardest. 
There have been long term obstacles to reduce hunger in 
several countries, which is in-turn threatening efforts to 
reach zero hunger. 
Highlights of the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2017

 # According to 2017 GHI scores, fortunately, the level of 
hunger in the world has decreased by 27 per cent from 
the year 2000. 

 # Out of the assessed 119 countries, 1 falls in the 
extremely alarming range on the GHI Severity Scale; 
7 fall in the alarming range; 44 fall in the serious range 
and 24 in the moderate range. 

 # Only 43 countries have scores in the low range.
 # Nine of the 13 countries that lack sufficient data for 

calculating 2017 GHI score raise significant concern. 
These countries such as Somalia, South Sudan and 
Syria may have some of the highest levels of hunger.

 # In South Asia, India at 100th place is the third-worst in 
all of Asia, better only than Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
China ranked the highest at 29; Nepal ranked at 72, 
Myanmar at 77, Sri Lanka at 84, Bangladesh at 88, 
Pakistan at 106 and Afghanistan at 107.

The World Bank lowered India’s growth forecast from 8.6% in 2015 to 7.0%.
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 # In Africa south of the Sahara, the Central African 
Republic is placed in the “extremely alarming” 
category. The country has the same score today as it 
did in 2000, suggesting any progress made in recent 
years has been subsequently reversed. 

 # Several countries including Sri Lanka, Mauritania, 
and Venezuela have higher GHI scores in 2017 than 
in 2008, after witnessing falling scores in the previous 
two decades.

 # The GHI scores of 14 countries including Senegal, 
Azerbaijan, Peru, Panama, Brazil and China improved 
by 50 per cent or more. 

 # Angola, Ethiopia and Rwanda experienced violent 
conflict in recent decades and are also among 72 
countries which improved their GHI scores between 25 
and 49.9 per cent, making progress from “extremely 
alarming” levels to “serious levels”.

 # In Nigeria, an overall hunger level at a “serious” 25.5 
does not fully reflect the wide inequality within the 
country such as child stunting which ranges from 7.6 
per cent to 63.4 per cent. 

 # Latin America’s “low” hunger scores do not tell the 
story of Venezuela, where political turmoil and ensuing 
food riots caused hunger to rise by 40 per cent from 
2008 levels.

India’s position in GHI 2017
Struggling with a serious hunger problem, India was 
ranked 100th among 119 developing countries on the 
Global Hunger Index (GHI), behind North Korea (93rd), 
Bangladesh and Iraq (78th), but ahead of Pakistan. 
At 31.4, India’s GHI score is at the high end of the ‘serious’ 
category, and is one of the main factors pushing South 
Asia to the category of worst performing region this year, 
followed closely by Africa South of the Sahara.
About Global Hunger Index (GHI)

 # Now in its 12th year, the GHI ranks countries based 
on four indicators- undernourishment, child mortality, 
child wasting and child stunting to capture the 
multidimensional nature of hunger.

 # The 27 per cent improvement noted above shows the 
progress in each of these four indicators as per the 
latest data from 2012 to 2016 for countries in the GHI.

World’s oldest warship sailing again!,   
20 October 2017

USS Constitution, the world’s oldest warship took 
off on its first sail since three years on 20 October 
2017. The newly refurbished ship had been moved 

to dry dock for major restoration till recently.

The ship sailed from 
Charlestown Navy 
Yard in Boston to 
Fort Independence 
on Castle Island to 
celebrate US Navy’s 
242nd birthday and 
the 220th anniversary 
of the iconic vessel’s 
maiden voyage.

Key Details

 # The warship fired 
a 21-gun salute in 
the waters off the 
fort Independence 
and fired another 
17 times when it passed the US Coast Guard Station.

 # The US Coast Guard station was the former site of the 
shipyard where the iconic ship was built and launched 
in 1797.

 # This was the warship’s first sail since October 2014.

 # The ship earned its nickname “Old Ironsides” during 
the War of 1812 against Britain.

About USS Constitution

 # It was given its name by first US President George 
Washington after the Constitution of the United States 
of America.

 # The ship is the world’s oldest commissioned naval 
vessel afloat. It was launched in 1797.

 # The ship was most noted for her actions during the 
War of 1812 against the United Kingdom, when she 
captured numerous merchant ships and defeated five 
British warships.

 # The battle earned her the nickname of “Old 
Ironsides”.

 # The ship retired from active service in 1881 and served 
as a receiving ship, until being designated a museum 
ship in 1907.

 # She sailed under her own power for her 200th birthday 
in 1997, and again in August 2012 to commemorate 
the 200th anniversary of her victory over the British 
warship, HMS Guerriere.

 # The mission of the ship currently is to promote 
understanding of the Navy’s role in war and peace 
through educational outreach, historical demonstration, 
and active participation in public events as part of the 
Naval History & Heritage Command.

Pak, Afghanistan, Nepal are among the 15 nations that have been elected to UNHRC.
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1.  Vision Mission and Goals for the 5G India 2020, and 
2.  Evaluate, approve roadmaps & action plans for 5G 

India 2020.
Objectives of forum:
1.  Early deployment of 5G in India
2. A globally competitive product development and 

manufacturing ecosystem targeting 50% of India 
market and 10% of global market over next 5 to 7 years.

The forum will be the coordinator for following tasks:
 # Design and manufacture of 5G technologies, products 

and solutions in India;
 # 5G start-ups that enable this design and manufacturing 

capabilities;
 # Generation of IPR backing the above designs;
 # India based companies should have some essential IPR 

in the 5G standard;
 # Manufacture of 5G chipsets, this may require massive 

investments;
Appropriate testbeds and technology platforms to enable 
and help Indian technical ecosystem to have an edge in 5G;
Accelerated deployment of next generation ubiquitous 
ultra-high broadband infrastructure with 100% coverage of 
10 Gbps across urban India and 1 Gbps across Rural India.

India Ranked 40th on World Economic 
Forum’s Global Competitiveness Index,  
27 September 2017

India has been ranked 
as the 40th most 
competitive economy 

on the World Economic 
Forum’s Global 
Competitive Index (GCI) 
2017-18. It has slipped 
one place from the last 
year ranking.
First place is captured by Switzerland. Whereas US and 
Singapore is on Second and third place respectively. 
Overall 137 countries has been ranked by World Economic 
Forum. The countries were ranked on the basis of the factor 
of future productivity and prosperity.
India is at third position in the BRICS economies. China 
(27th) and Russia (38th) are placed above India among the 
BRICS nations. Other countries South Africa and Brazil are 
placed at the 61st and 80th spots, respectively.
India is at the top place among south-east Asian countries 
followed by Bhutan (85), Sri Lanka (85), Nepal (88), 
Bangladesh (99) and Pakistan (115).

Burning Topics of the MonthECONOMY

Caroline Garcia won the women’s singles event at China Open 2017.

1. India Ranked 40th on World Economic 
Forum’s Global Competitiveness Index.

2. Sampoorna Bima Gram Yojana launched.
3. FDDI given the status of ‘Institute of 

National Importance’.

Government Constitutes High Level Forum 
on 5G India 2020, 26 September 2017

Government 
of India has 
constituted 

High Level 5G India 
2020 Forum to take 
on the global super 
powers. This forum 
is constituted with 
three Secretaries 
from different ministries or department Telecom, Meity 
and DST. It also comprising of renowned experts like Mr 
Gururaj Deshpande - Chairman of Sycamore Networks, 
Sandstone, USA; Dr. A. Paulraj, Professor Emeritus, 
Stanford University, USA,  Indian industry led by CEOs of 
ICT industry, Telecom Standard Development Organisation 
of India (TSDSI), Professors from IIT Madras, IIT Mumbai, 
IIT Delhi, IIT Hyderabad, IISc Bengaluru, IT industry and 
stakeholders from industry associations.
Why High Level Forum on 5G India 2020?
India is at the cusp of a next generation of  wireless of remote 
technology 5G. 5G has been imagined as an foundation 
for eptending the capability of the Networked Society. A 
computerization of digital transformation achieved through the 
power of connectivity is occurring practically in every industry.
The monetary advantages from the 5G innovation 
are likewise very gigantic. According to the OECD 
(Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development) Committee on Digital Economic Policy, it 
has been expressed that 5G advances rollout will help in:
a)  Increasing GDP
b)  Creating Employment
c)  Digitizing the economy.
For India, 5G gives a chance to industry to contact global 
markets, and consumers to pick up with the economies of 
scale. Overall nations have come up with similar forum and 
therefore, India has joined the race in 5G advances.
The Term of Reference of the High Level Forum for 5G 
India 2020
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WEF said India’s score is at its best ever as per the current 
methodology, which positioned Switzerland as the world’s 
most competitive economy.

Cabinet approves pacts by EXIM Bank under 
BRICS mechanism, 28 September 2017

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
led Union 

Cabinet has given its 
nod for the signing 
of Interbank Local 
Currency Credit Line 
Agreement (ILCCLA) 
and Cooperation 
Memorandum Relating to Credit Ratings by Exim Bank 
with participating member banks under BRICS Mechanism. 
However, both these agreements and the MoUs are 
umbrella pacts, and therefore, non-binding on partners, 
the Board of Directors of Exim Bank has been given 
authorization to negotiate and sign any individual contracts 
and commitments within their framework.
Impact of the pact:
The Agreements signed by EXIM will promote multilateral 
interaction within the BRICS nations in the area of mutual 
interest. It will also deepen economic and political relations 
with BRICS nations.
 This agreement signed by Exim Bank will in the international 
platform along with large development finance institutions, 
like VEB, CDS and BNDES. 
Once the agreement signed by the Exim Bank, it may 
leverage this umbrella agreement, and can enter into 
bilateral agreement with any of these member financial 
institutions to raise resources for its function. 
Whenever an opportunity comes for co-financing in 
commercial terms, by any 2-member institutions (say South 
Africa and India), lending in single currency by both the 
institutions would also be feasible.
Background:
Exim Bank undertakes the financial facilitates and promotes 
India’s international trade. It provides competitive finance 
at various stages of the business cycle covering import of 
technology, export production, export product development 
and export credit at post-shipment stages and pre-shipment 
stages and investments overseas. 
Interbank Local Currency Credit Line Agreement:
The Agreement on Extending Credit Facility in Local 
Currency under the BRICS Mechanism had a validity of 
5-years, which has expired in March 2017. 

The Exim Bank raises finances in the off-shore market in 
different currencies and swaps to mitigate the risk. The 
umbrella Agreement would serve as an enabler to enter into 
bilateral agreements with member countries banks subject 
to regulations, national laws, and internal policies of the 
signatories.
Cooperation Memorandum Relating to Credit Ratings
Cooperation Memorandum Relating to Credit Ratings 
would enable sharing of credit ratings amongst the BRICS 
countries banks, based on the request received from other 
banks.
It is an ideal mechanism to alleviate the credit risks 
associated with cross-border financing.
In future, this mechanism would serve as a pioneer to the 
plan of having an alternate rating agency by BRICS nations.
 The Agreement and the MoU have also been highlighted in 
the BRICS Leaders Xiamen Declaration made in Xiamen, 
China on 4th September 2017.

India will surpass China as fastest-growing oil 
market in Asia, 03 October 2017

India will outshine 
China as the 
fas tes t -growing 

petroleum product 
market in Asia on the 
back of a 6 per cent 
demand growth says 
a report. This seems 
possible as Chinese 
stipulated growth is seen halving to 2.5-3% in 2017-18 from 
a higher 6% in 2016-16.
Despite the failing growth numbers in both these countries, 
India and China will maintain to be the key growth engines 
for the sector in Asia, representing over 80% of the expected 
growth in 2018.
Highlighting the American energy information 
administration projections, the report said that the demand 
for petroleum products in the Asia Pacific will increase a 
modest 2% or 0.7 million barrels per day to 34.6 million 
bpd in 2018. The report said that the seeing the oil sectors 
dependence on China and increasingly India, it is believed 
that demand would face considerable threat if economic 
growth weakens materially below our expectations.

Centre imposes anti-dumping duty on China, 
09 October 2017

The Union Finance Ministry has imposed anti-
dumping duty on imports of certain steel wire rods 
from China for a period of five years.

Rafael Nadal  beat Nick Kyrgios to win 6th ATP title of the year 2017.
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The decision has been taken to guard the interest of domestic 
players from cheap in-bound shipments.
Background:

 # The duty was imposed after the Commerce Ministry’s 
Directorate General of Anti-Dumping and Allied 
Duties (DGAD) recommended duty on such imports.

 # The DGAD in its findings concluded that the wire rod 
of alloy or non-alloy steel has been exported to India 
below the normal value due to which domestic industry 
has suffered material injury.

 # India has already slapped anti-dumping duty on 
certain cold-rolled flat steel products from four nations 
including China and South Korea.

In a notification, Department of Revenue said that the anti-
dumping duty imposed shall be effective for a period of five 
years from the date of its imposition and shall be payable in 
Indian currency.
The concerned steel products are used in many sectors 
such as automotive components, railway, engineering and 
construction. An anti-dumping duty is a protectionist tariff 
that a domestic government imposes on foreign imports that 
it believes are priced below fair market value.
The measure is taken to ensure fair trade and provide a 
level-playing field to the domestic industry.

RBI introduces new KYC guidelines,   
12 October 2017

RBI has announced 
a fresh guideline 
on the issuance and 

operation of PPI (Prepaid 
Payment Instruments). It 
has also has issued stricter 
Know Your Customer (KYC) 
norms for the users of prepaid 
instrument or mobile wallets. 
The new norms have been 
brought in place to detect 
fraud and prevent fake wallet transactions
With these guidelines to complete full KYC formalities, the 
mobile wallet user can now send-receive money between 
wallets of different companies and banks seamlessly 
through Unified Payments Interface (UPI).
 The guidelines have come into effect from 12th October 
2017 and the PPIs will have to comply with these norms on 
or before December 31, 2017.
Highlights of RBI guidelines:
According to the new guidelines, mobile wallets or 
PPI, which have been doing a minimum KYC through 

verification of mobile numbers, will have switch to full 
KYC wallet within one year of opening it. All existing 
wallet users have to switch to the full KYC format by this 
year end.
The minimum KYC wallets cannot have a balance of more 
than ten thousand rupees, and this can be allowed only for 
purchase of goods and services and not for remittances to 
other wallets or bank accounts. 
Full KYC wallets will have a limit of one lakh rupees and 
can avail all facilities for fund transfer. 
PPIs cannot be loaded with more than fifty thousand rupees 
per month.

Sampoorna Bima Gram Yojana launched,  
13 October 2017

The Union Minister for Communications, Manoj Sinha 
on 13 October 2017 launched the Sampoorna Bima 
Gram (SBG) Yojana, an initiative for expansion of 

client base of Postal Life Insurance.
Sampoorna Bima Gram Yojana:

 # Under the Yojana, at least one village having a 
minimum of 100 households will be identified in each 
of the revenue districts of the country. 

 # Following this, effort will be taken to cover all 
households of that identified village with a minimum 
of one RPLI (Rural Postal Life Insurance) policy 
each.

 # The main objective of the scheme is to cover all 
households in the identified Sampoorna Bima Gram 
village.

 # Under the scheme expansion of clientele base of PLI, it 
has now been decided that benefits of PLI will no more 
be confined to Government and semi-Government 
employees, but will also be available to professionals 
such as Doctors, Engineers, Lawyers, Charted 
Accountants and Bankers. 

 # The decision has been taken to expand the cover 
of social security and bring maximum number of 
people under the protection of Postal Life Insurance 
(PLI).

Prime Minister launched Intensified Mission Indradhanush in Gujarat.
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Three- pronged approach for structural reform 
in India: IMF, 14 October 2017

T he IMF has suggested a three - pronged approach 
for structural reform in India that includes the 
following :

1. Addressing the banking and corporate sector 
weaknesses. 

 #  To address the corporate and banking sector 
weaknesses:  by hastening the resolution of non- 
performing loans, renew the capital buffers for 
the public sector banks, and enhancing banks’ 
debt recovery mechanisms.

2. continued fiscal consolidation through revenue 
measure.

 # India should persist on with the fiscal 
consolidation through revenue measures, as well 
as further decline in subsidies.

3. Improving the efficiency of labour and product markets.
 # To continue the strong momentum for structural 

transformation in addressing the infrastructure 
gaps, improving the efficiency of product and 
labour markets as well as advancing agricultural 
reforms.

Along with three structural reforms, IMF also suggested 
reforming the market regulations to create a more favourable 
environment for employment and investment.
IMF also emphasized on to cut down the number of labour 
laws which currently number around 250 at central and 
state level.
IMF’s Regional Economic Outlook
IMF in its report said that India’s growth were sluggish in 
recent quarters due to the disruptions happened through 
demonetisation move that took place in November 2016, 
and the recent roll-out of the Goods and Services Tax (GST).
The report, however, also suggested that the growth in 2017 
was revised downward to reflect the recent slowdown, but 
is likely to speed up in the medium term as these disruptions 
fade.

FDDI given the status of ‘Institute of National 
Importance’, 16 October 2017

Footwear Design 
& Development 
Institute (FDDI) 

has been declared an 
‘Institute of National 
Importance’ under 
Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry, Government of 

India. The FDDI bill was passed by the Parliament in July 
2017. The Provisions of FDDI Act 2017 have come into 
force from October 5, 2017.
The commitment of the Government to resolve the degree 
issue has culminated in the grant of the status of ‘Institute 
of National Importance’ to FDDI. With this, the government 
has also ensured upgradation of FDDI to a position of 
eminence so as to enable the Institute to effectively serve 
the Sector/Industry.
To empower the youth of the nation and to help them march 
alongside the Prime Minister’s Skill Development mission 
and Make in India initiative, the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, Government of India proposed the FDDI INI 
bill to Parliament. FDDI, after becoming an INI, now has 
the autonomy to design its courses as per the requirement 
of the industry, and award its own degree to the students. 
FDDI can now independently develop and conduct courses 
leading to graduate and post graduate degrees, doctoral and 
post-doctoral courses and research in the areas of footwear 
and leather products design and development and allied 
fields.
Presently FDDI is imparting skill based graduate and post 
graduate courses in the fields of footwear, leather goods, 
retail and management to around 2,500 students across 
eight campuses spread over India. With the enhancement of 
the status of FDDI as an Institute of National Importance by 
the virtue of the FDDI Act, 2017, the institute will now be 
able to enroll around 2,500 more students in the upcoming 
admission session, across its 12 campuses, out of which 
four new campuses will become functional with the next 
academic session.

First Investment Agreement signed between 
NIIF and a wholly owned subsidiary of Abu 
Dhabi Investment Authority, 16 October 2017

Pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry 
of Finance, Government of India and the Government 

of United Arab Emirates (UAE) to mobilise long term 
investment into National Investment and Infrastructure 
Fund (NIIF), the first investment agreement between NIIF 
Master Fund and a wholly owned subsidiary of Abu Dhabi 
Investment Authority (ADIA) has been signed today. The 
investment from ADIA Group would be 1 billion USD.
As a part of the agreement, ADIA will become the first 
institutional investor in NIIF’s Master Fund and a shareholder 
in the NIIF’s investment management Company.
Six domestic Institutional Investors (DIIs) viz. HDFC 
Standard Life Insurance Company Limited, HDFC Asset 
Management Company Limited, Housing Development 
Finance Corporation Limited, ICICI Bank Limited, Kotak 

Gauri Lankesh has been chosen for the Anna Politkovskaya Award 2017.
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Mahindra Old Mutual Life Insurance Limited, Axis Bank 
Limited will also be joining the NIIF Master Fund alongwith 
ADIA apart from Government of India.
The NIIF was created, after a decision by the Union Cabinet 
on 29.7.2015 and was envisaged to be established as one or 
more Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs) under the SEBI 
Regulations. The proposed corpus of NIIF is Rs. 40,000 
Crores (around USD 6 Billion). GOI’s contribution to the 
NIIF shall be 49% of the total commitment at any given 
point of time. NIIF has been mandated to solicit equity 
participation from strategic anchor partners, like overseas 
sovereign/quasi-sovereign/multilateral/bilateral investors.
Two companies viz. NIIFTL, the trustee of the fund 
and NIIFL, the investment management company were 
incorporated in 2015. A Governing Council has been set up 
under the chairmanship of the union Finance Minister Shri 
Arun Jaitley to act as an advisory council to NIIF.
A few investors viz. Government of UAE, RUSNANO, 
QIA, RDIF and Japan Overseas Infrastructure Investment 
Corporation for Transport & Urban Development (JOIN) 
have signed MoUs with the NIIF. In addition, DEA has 
signed terms for cooperation on the NIIF with the US 
Treasury and the UK Treasury. An India-UK Green Growth 
Equity Fund (GGEF) has been announced in April 2017. 
The fund shall be set up under the fund of funds vertical 
of NIIF, and shall have anchor commitments of GBP 120 
million each from Government of India (through NIIF) and 
Government of UK.

Jaipur and Srinagar Airports rated Best 
Airports in the World in 2-5 million Passenger 
category in ACI-ASQ Survey, 18 October 2017

The Jaipur and Srinagar Airport got First and Second 
rank respectively in the category of 2-5 million 
passengers in ACI-ASQ Survey. Dr. Guruprasad 

Mohapatra, Chairman, Airports Authority of India along 
with his team received the ACI-ASQ Award at a function 
held in Mauritius on 17th October 2017.
This is for the second consecutive time that Jaipur Airport 
has been rated the Best Airport in the World in the traffic 
volume of 2 to 5 million passengers per year. Jaipur was 
ranked as the Best Airport in the World catering to a traffic 
volume of 2 to 5 million passengers per year in 2016 also. 
The Airport Service Quality (ASQ) Awards are the aviation 
industry’s most prestigious accolades. The awards recognize 
the airports which have achieved the highest passenger 
satisfaction ratings in the ASQ Survey - the world’s benchmark 
measure of airport excellence. It is the only worldwide 
programme to survey passengers at the airports on their day 
of travel. Every year, the programme delivers some 600,000 
individual surveys in 41 languages in 84 countries. It measures 

passengers’ views on 
34 key performance 
indicators, including 
airport access, check-
in, security screening, 
restrooms, stores and 
restaurants. Each 
airport uses the exact 
same survey, creating an industry database that allows 
airports to compare themselves to other airports around the 
world. The ASQ programme also has a feature that facilitates 
sharing of best practices among airport operators.

Anup Vikal resigns as CFO of Snapdeal, 18 
October 2017

Anup Vikal on 
17 October 
2017 resigned 

as Snapdeal’s Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO) 
and General Counsel. 
Vikal is likely to join Essar Oil as its Chief Financial Officer.
His resignation came two months after e-commerce dealer 
Sanpdeal cancelled its merger talks with online retailer 
Flipkart.
About Anup Vikal

 # Anup Vikal is a mechanical engineer from National 
Institute of Technology, Surat and also holds a degree in 
business administration from South Gujarat University.

 # Vikal joined Snapdeal after succeeding Aakash 
Moondhra in October 2015. 

 # He served as CFO at telecom firm Aircel. 
 # Before joining Aircel, he served at budget carrier 

IndiGo’s InterGlobe Enterprises.
 # He also worked for a few years at telecom and data 

services multinational Colt Technology. 
 # He was associated with Bharti Airtel’s finance team for 

around seven years before joining Colt.
Background

 # In July 2017, Snapdeal called off the merger talks 
with Flipkart which resulted in top-level exits of Vice 
Presidents Pradeep Desai and Viraj Chatterjee and IT 
Head Gaurav Gupta.

 # In August 2017, the four-member founding team 
of Unicommerce eSolutions Pvt. Ltd had quit as 
Snapdeal’s technology solutions provider. 

 # Besides, business heads of FMCG and general 
merchandise divisions, Digvijay Ghosh and Rahul Jain, 
resigned too.

The Smart City project is being implemented in Puducherry in cooperation with France.
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Burning Topics of the MonthSPORTS  # The winners of the Mixed Doubles title of the 2017 
Korea Open Super Series are Praveen Jordan and 
Debby Susanto.

India exempts import duty on goods for FIFA U17 World 
Cup

Mary Kom to be AIBA representative at IOC 
Athletes’ Forum, 25 September 2017

Five-time world 
champion and 
Olympic bronze-

medalist M C Mary 
Kom in September 
2017 became the first 
Indian to be picked as 
representative of the 
International Boxing 
Association (AIBA) for the IOC Athletes’ Forum.
Mary Kom is a five-time World Amateur Boxing champion, 
and the only woman boxer to have won a medal in each 
one of the six world championships. She is the only Indian 
woman boxer to have qualified for the 2012 Summer 
Olympics, competing in the flyweight (51 kg) category 
and winning the bronze medal. In 2014, she became 
the first Indian woman boxer to get a Gold Medal in the 
Asian Games in Incheon, South Korea. She has also been 
ranked as No. 4 AIBA World Women’s Ranking Flyweight 
category.

Rafael Nadal and Caroline Garcia win 6th ATP 
title of 2017, 08 October 2017

Rafael Nadal 
on 8 October 
2017 beat 

Nick Kyrgios of 
Australia in the China 
Open final to win 
his sixth ATP title of 
2017.In the women’s 
event, France’s 
Caroline Garcia also 
defeated world no.1 
Simona Halep from Romania. 
Top-ranked Nadal, who was tied with Roger Federer and 
Alexander Zverev at five titles this season, surpassed them 
with the win in Beijing. This is his 75th career singles 
trophy.
Garcia on the other hand, who had lost to Halep previous 
two times they played against each other, won her second 
consecutive WTA title. With this win, she has now climbed 
up 6 spots from the 15th rank to the 9th in the latest WTA 
singles rankings list, making her debut entry in the top-10.

The Indian air force celebrated the 85th Air Force Day on 8th October 2017.

1. Rafael Nadal and Caroline Garcia win 6th 
ATP title of 2017.

2. Kavita Devi becomes first Indian Woman to 
sign with World Wrestling Entertainment.

3. South Africa clinches top spot in ODI, 
India slips to second.

PV Sindhu beats Nozomi Okuhara to win 2017 
Korea Open Super Series, 17 September 2017

PV Sindhu on 17 September 2017 became the 
first Indian shuttler to win the BWF Korean 
Open Super Series. She defeated Nozomi 

Okuhara of Japan 22-20, 11-21, 21-18 to grab the 
prestigious title.

The duo had already fought-out the longest match in the 
final of the BWF World Championship in August 2017, 
when Okuhara emerged victorious after a 110-minute 
match.

About Korea Open Super Series
 # The Korea Open Super Series is an annual 

badminton event.

 # It is commonly held in Seoul, South Korea.

 # The 2017 Korea Open Super Series had a total 
purse of USD 600000.

 # The Men’s Singles title of the 2017 Korea Open 
Super Series was grabbed by Indonesia’s Anthony 
Sinisuka Ginting.

 # The winners of the Men’s Doubles title of the 2017 
Korea Open Super Series are Mathias Boe and 
Carsten Mogensen.

 # The winners of the Women’s Doubles title of the 
2017 Korea Open Super Series are Huang Yaqiong 
and Yu Xiaohan.
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The win was also Nadal’s 2nd consecutive hard court 
title after losing his last 8 consecutive hard court 
finals. It is also his 2nd title at Beijing following his 
2005 win. He has reached the finals of China Open 
title four times.
The 31-year-old’s six trophies this year include a record 
10th title at the French Open and a third at the U.S. Open. 
The last time he won at least six titles in a year was in 2013 
when he captured 10 trophies for the season.
Iceland created history on 9 October 2017 by qualifying 
for the 2018 World Cup. 

FIFA suspends the Pakistan Football Federation, 
10 October 2017

The Fédération Internationale de Football Association 
(FIFA) has decided to suspend the Pakistan Football 
Federation (PFF) with immediate effect in accordance 

with the verdict of the Bureau of the FIFA Council on 10 
October 2017 on account of undue third-party interference. 
Impact of this decision 

The Pakistan Football Federation loses all its membership 
rights as per FIFA Statutes. The Pakistan Football 
Federation representative and club teams are no longer 
entitled to take part in international competitions until 
the suspension is lifted. This also implies that neither 
the Pakistan Football Federation nor any of its members 
or officials may benefit from any development agenda, 
courses or training from FIFA or the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC). Moreover, other FIFA member 
associations shall not entertain sporting contact with the 
PFF during its suspension.

Ashish Nehra bids adieu to all forms of cricket, 
12 October 2017

Ashish Nehra on 11 October 2017 announced 
retirement from all forms of international and 
domestic cricket. Nehra will be playing his last 

match T20 International (T20I) against New Zealand 
on 1 November 2017 at the Feroz Shah Kotla Ground, 
Delhi.

Journey of Ashish Nehra as a Cricketer 
 # Ashish Nehra 

made his 
cricket debut 
in 1999 under 
M o h a m m e d 
A z h a r u d d i n 
in India. 

 # He made his 
international 
debut in a 
Test match against Sri Lanka in Colombo in February 
1999.

 # Owing to injuries, Nehra did not play a single 
international match for India between September 
2005 and June 2009.

 # He returned to international cricket with 2011 World 
Cup. He played the semi-final where he broke his 
finger while going for a catch of Pakistan’s Misbah-
ul-Haq as a result; he had to give World Cup final, 
a miss. 

 # He has taken 44 Test wickets, besides 157 ODI and 
34 T20.

 # He is best remembered for his 6 for 23 against 
England at Durban in the 2003 World Cup, despite 
being unwell and puking throughout the match.

 # Nehra has played 17 Tests, 120 ODIs and 26 T20 
Internationals for the country till date.

Kavita Devi becomes first Indian Woman to 
sign with World Wrestling Entertainment,  
16 October 2017

Kavita Devi on 15 
October 2017 
became the first 

Indian woman to tie-up 
with the World Wrestling 
Entertainment (WWE). 
Besides, Shadia Bseiso 
became the first Arab 
woman from the Middle 
East to sign a WWE developmental contract.
Devi, a former competitive powerlifter, took training from 
Dalip Singh Rana popularly known as The Great Khali.
The 2016 South Asian Games gold medallist, Kavita shot to 
fame when her video of wrestling in a salwar kameez against 
woman wrestler B Bull Bull went viral on social media.
She is expected to begin training at the WWE Performance 
Centre in Orlando, Florida in January 2018.

NABARD has bought an additional 7 per cent stake in SIDBI.
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About Kavita Devi 
 # Kavita Devi hails from Haryana and was an 

accomplished kabaddi player in high school.
 # In 2016, she won gold in the 75 kg weightlifting 

division at the South Asian Games.
 # She is the first Indian woman to compete in a WWE 

ring.
 # She was a participant in the Mae Young Classic 

women’s tournament, the first ever World Wrestling 
Entertainment (WWE) tournament for women.

About WWE Performance Centre
 # Established in 2013, WWE Performance Centre is a 

professional wrestling school.
 # Located in Orlando, Florida (USA), WWE 

Performance centre train member participants through a 
comprehensive program  that includes in-ring training, 
physical preparedness and character development. 

 # The WWE’s Professional Development program 
primarily focuses on Life Skills, Education, Wellness 
and Career Success.

Kerala HC restores life ban imposed on 
Sreesanth by BCCI, 18 October 2017

A division bench 
of the Kerala 
High Court 

on 17 October 2017 
restored the life ban 
imposed on cricketer S 
Sreesanth by the Board 
of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) in the 
wake of the 2013 IPL spot-fixing scandal.
The bench, comprising Chief Justice Navaniti Prasad Singh 
and Justice Raja Vijayaraghavan, gave the verdict on a 
petition filed by the BCCI against the ruling by a single 
judge bench that lifted the life ban imposed on the 34-year-
old pacer in August 2017.
Key Highlights

 # The bench ruled that the court cannot conduct a judicial 
review on the life ban imposed by the BCCI, the 
national governing body for cricket in India, and hence 
upheld the appeal.

 # The verdict has ended Sreesanth’s hopes of playing 
for Kerala state’s Ranji side in its upcoming 
matches.

 # In fact, the bowler will no longer be allowed to take 
part in practice sessions at any place that comes under 
the BCCI or any state cricket association.

Background

 # On 16 May 2013, the Delhi police arrested Sreesanth 
and two of his Rajasthan Royals teammates, Ajit 
Chandila and Ankeet Chavan from Mumbai on 
charges of spot-fixing during the Indian Premier 
League.

 # Following the arrest, all the three players had their 
Rajasthan Royals contracts suspended while their 
inquiries were pending.

 # On 13 September 2013, Sreesanth and  Ankeet Chavan 
were banned for life by BCCI’s disciplinary committee.

 # Following this Sreesanth had challenged the life ban 
against him in the Kerala High Court.

 # The single-judge bench of Justice A Muhamed 
Mustaque had on 7 August lifted the life ban imposed 
on him by the BCCI.

 # Justice Mustaque had also set aside all proceedings 
against Sreesanth initiated by the board.

South Africa clinches top spot in ODI, India 
slips to second, 20 October 2017

India lost its number one spot on 19 October 2017 
in International Cricket Council (ICC) One Day 
International (ODI) rankings to South Africa. South 

Africa’s 104-run win over Bangladesh in the second ODI 
in Paarl pushed it to the top spot. India had claimed the 
top rank in the ICC rankings as a result of its 4-1 win over 
Australia. While India and South Africa have equal 120 
points against their name, India is placed second on the 
basis of decimal points. 

However, India has a chance to regain its top spot as it plays 
against New Zealand in a three-match ODI series scheduled 
to begin from 22 October 2017 in Mumbai.

International Cricket Council in brief

 # International Cricket Council (ICC) is the international 
governing body of cricket.

 # It was founded as the Imperial Cricket Conference in 
1909 by representatives from England, Australia and 
South Africa.

 # It was renamed the International Cricket Conference in 
1965, and got its present name in 1989.

 # It looks after the playing conditions and Code of 
Conduct for international fixtures, expanding the game 
and organising the major international tournaments, 
including the World Cup.

Richard Thaler has won the 2017 Nobel Prize for Economics. 
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. Turtle Sanctuary to be set up in Allahabad.

2. Planet Nine exists in solar system: NASA.

3. India unveils 3rd National Wildlife Action 
Plan for 2017-2031.

SCIENCE River Biodiversity Park at Sangam, establishment of a Turtle 
Rearing Centre (Permanent nursery at Triveni Pushp and 
makeshift annual hatcheries) and to raise awareness about 
the significance of river Ganga and imperativeness of its 
conservation.
This is a completely centrally funded project which creates 
awareness about River Ganga.Rivers Ganga and Yamuna at 
Allahabad are home to some of the most scarce fauna like 
turtles (Batagur dhongoka, Batagur kachuga, Nilssonia 
gangetica, Hardella thurjii, Chitra indica etc.), the 
National Aquatic Animal - Gangetic dolphin (Platanista 
gangetica), the Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) and 
numerous migratory and resident birds.

Government constitutes a High Level 
Committee for water resource management in 
NER, 04 October 2017

A h i g h - l e v e l 
committee for 
Water resource 

management in North 
Eastern Region (NER) 
has been constitute by 
Union Government. 
Rajiv Kumar, Vice 
Chairman of NITI 
Ayog will be the head of this committee. This committee 
is made after the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to Guwahati in the month of August. He made his visit to 
review the flood situations and relief work in the North 
Eastern states.
The committee is composed of Secretaries from the Ministries 
of Development of North Eastern Region, Department of 
Border Management, Department of Space, Power, Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation 
and National Disaster Management Authority and Chief 
Secretaries of all the 8 states in NER as members.
Key Action Points of the Committee include:

 # Appraisal of existing mechanism/institutional 
arrangements for management of water resources of 
the North Eastern Region.

 # Identification of gaps in the existing mechanism/
institutional arrangements for optimal management 
of water resources of the NER.

 # Suggesting policy interventions required for optimally 
harnessing the water resources for accelerating 
development in the NER.

 # Spelling out of actionable measures required for 
optimizing the management of water resources in the 
North-East.

New species of non-venomous aquatic snake 
discovered in Western Ghats, 2,    
29 September 2017

A new species 
of non - 
v e n e m o u s 

aquatic snake was 
discovered in the 
northern Western 
Ghats in Maharashtra 
and North 
Karnataka. The new 
species earlier was considered as a variant of Olive Forest 
Snake, first described in 1863. However, a new study has 
confirmed that Aquatic Rhabdops has different colours and 
patterns and also vary in other features of size, shape and 
structure, and also genetic make-up.
Aquatic Rhabdops snakes belong to genus Rhabdops 
which are endemic to India. The species has been 
named after its aquatic nature since the adults are mostly 
associated with freshwater forest streams and juveniles 
are seen in water-logged areas. Adults of the Aquatic 
Rhabdops have off-white bellies and black spots on their 
olive brown skin, juveniles are olive green, with yellow 
undersides. This colour difference in life stages could 
possibly be due to the different local habitats.

Turtle Sanctuary to be set up in Allahabad,  
04 October 2017

A turtle sanctuary 
along with 
a River 

Biodiversity Park will 
set up at Sangam, 
Allahabad. This 
venture is projected 
under Namami Gange 
Programme to protect 
the rich diversity of auspicious River Ganga from growing   
antropogenic pressures. The project cost is estimated to be 
Rs. 1.34 Crore. This cost will spend in the expansion of 

Theme of 2017 World Mental Health Day is Mental health in the workplace.
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 # Chalking out a Plan of Action for dovetailing of the 
schemes/programmes of concerned Union Ministries, 
their attached offices and autonomous bodies as well 
as the schemes of the respective North-Eastern State 
Governments.

India unveils 3rd National Wildlife Action Plan 
for 2017-2031, 04 October 2017

Third National 
Wildlife Action 
Plan for 2017-

2031 was unveiled by 
Dr. Harshavardhan, 
which explains the 
future road map for 
wildlife conservation. 
The concept of Action plan to provide road map for 
conservation of wildlife was mooted in the 15th convention 
of Indian Board for Wildlife (NBWL) during 1982 and 
accordingly, the 1st National Wildlife Action Plan (NWAP-
1) was drafted and adopted in 1983.

Scientists develop smart bandage for faster 
healing, 9 October 2017

American scientists 
have developed a 
smart bandage that 

can precisely control the 
dose and delivery schedule 
of the medication tailored 
for a specific type of wound, 
leading to faster healing.
The bandage has been developed by researchers from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Harvard Medical School and 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the US. The study 
was published in the journal Advanced Functional Materials.
Key Features of the Smart Bandage

 # It consists of electrically conductive fibres coated in a gel.
 # The gel can be individually loaded with infection- 

fighting antibiotics, tissue-regenerating growth factors, 
painkillers or other medications.

 # It has a microcontroller no larger than a postage stamp, 
which could be triggered by a smartphone or other 
wireless device.

 # When it is triggered, it sends small amounts of 
voltage through a chosen fibre that heats the fibre and 
its hydrogel thus, releasing whatever medication it 
contains.

 # A single bandage could accommodate multiple 
medications tailored to a specific type of wound.

The smart bandage offers the ability to precisely control the 
dose and delivery schedule of the medications. According to 
Ali Tamayol, assistant professor at University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, the combination of customisation and control could 
substantially improve or accelerate the healing process.
“This is the first bandage that is capable of dose- dependent 
drug release. You can release multiple drugs with different 
release profiles, “Tamayo further explained.

Planet Nine exists in solar system: NASA,   
20 October 2017

International space 
agency NASA in 
October 2017 revealed 

that a mysterious world 
called Planet Nine does 
exist in the solar system.

The Planet Nine might be 
lingering on the icy outer edges of the solar system hiding 
in the dark, but stretching out the orbits of distant bodies.

It is extremely distant and is 10 times the mass of Earth and 
20 times farther from the sun than Neptune.
There are five different lines of observational evidence pointing 
to the existence of Planet Nine. These 5 evidences are:

 # Firstly, six known objects in the distant Kuiper Belt, a 
region of icy bodies stretching from Neptune towards 
interstellar space, all have elliptical orbits pointing in 
the same direction.

 # Secondly, these orbits are tilted the same way, about 30 
degrees downward compared to the pancake-like plane 
within which the planets orbit the sun.

 # Thirdly, computer simulations of solar system with 
Planet Nine show that there should be more objects tilted 
with respect to the solar plane and the tilt would be on 
the order of 90 degrees, as if the plane of the solar system 
and these objects formed an “X” when viewed edge-on.

 # Fourthly, Planet Nine could have tilted the planets of 
our solar system during the last 4.5 billion years.

 # Last but not least, the telltale sign of Planet Nine’s 
presence involves objects from the Kuiper Belt that 
orbit in the opposite direction in the solar system. 
Planet Nine’s orbital influence would explain why these 
bodies from the distant Kuiper Belt end up polluting 
the inner Kuiper Belt.

The remaining step is to find Planet Nine itself. The NASA 
scientists are using the Subaru Telescope at Mauna Kea 
Observatory in Hawaii to find out extremely distant objects 
lost in huge swaths of sky. If discovered, Planet Nine could turn 
out to be the missing super Earth- a planet with a mass higher than 
the Earth’s, but substantially lower than the masses of ice giants 
Uranus and Neptune.

Rajnath Singh inaugurated the first BIMSTEC Disaster Management Exercise.
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World Mental Health Day is celebrated every year on 10 October.

India, M S Swaminathan. The Programme will be initiated 
by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research the (ICAR) 
in association with the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR), the MS Swaminathan Research Foundation and 
the Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council 
(BIRAC).
Key highlights of the Zero Hunger Programme

 # The programme will ensure suitable methods of 
measuring the impact of an intervention.

 # M S Swaminathan said, “There will be an intensive 
training programme in order to identify the nutritional 
maladies in each district and the appropriate agricultural/
horticultural and animal husbandry remedies.”

 # The concerned state governments will also be involved 
in the programme which consists of organisations of 
the farming system for nutrition, setting up genetic 
gardens for biofortified plants/crops and initiation of a 
‘Zero Hunger’ training.

Multi-agency exercise Pralay Sahayam held in 
Hyderabad, 23 September 2017

A multi-agency exercise Pralay Sahayam was 
conducted on 23 September 2017 on the banks of 
Hussain Sagar Lake in Hyderabad, Telangana.

The event demonstrated efforts of all central and state 
agencies, National Disaster Relief Force (NDRF) and the 
Armed Forces towards jointly tackling an urban flooding 
scenario in Hyderabad.
Key highlights

 # For the purpose of the multi-agency exercise, Hussain 
Sagar Lake was transformed into urban colonies partly 
submerged under water, post heavy showers in the city.

 # A large number of dummy structures depicting multi-
storied buildings and houses with stranded people, 
power stations, educational institutes etc., were erected 
in the lake in an inundated condition.

 # The hapless stranded occupants of these dwellings 
were rescued in joint operations carried out by the State 
Government agencies, Police, State Fire & Emergency 
Services, NDRF, CISF and the Armed Forces.

Indian Navy commissions INS Tarasa at 
Mumbai, 26 September 2017

A Water Jet Fast Attack 
Craft named INS Tarasa 
on 26 September 2017 

was commissioned into the 
Indian Navy. The craft was 
commissioned by Vice Admiral 
Girish Luthra, Flag Officer 

Burning Topics of the MonthMISCELLANEOUS
1. India’s Zero Hunger Programme to be 

launched in Gorakhpur, Koraput and Thane.

2. Indian Navy commissions INS Tarasa at 
Mumbai.

3. World Payment Report 2017: China is 
ahead of India in Digital Payment.

Vice President releases Commemorative Coin 
on MS Subbulakshmi, 19 September 2017

Vice President 
M Venkaiah 
Naidu on 19 

September 2017 released 
a Commemorative Coin 
on Bharat Ratna Dr 
MS Subbulakshmi on 
the occasion of Birth 
Centenary Commemoration of M.S. Subbulakshmi. 
M.S. Subbulakshmi was a legendary and iconic figure who 
said that what defines India is this rich heritage of music and 
its unifying role in bringing people together. Subbulakshmi 
was not only a singer but was an encyclopaedia of singing.  
She said that the roots of Indian music can be traced 
to Vedic literature, particularly in Sama Veda. 
She was the first musician to be awarded Bharat Ratna, the 
country’s highest civilian honour and first Indian musician 
to have performed at the United Nations General Assembly 
on 50th anniversary celebration of the United Nations.

India’s Zero Hunger Programme to be 
launched in Gorakhpur, Koraput and Thane, 
20 September 2017

India’s ambitious Zero 
Hunger Programme 
through interventions 

in form sector was 
launched in three districts, 
namely- Gorakhpur in 
Uttar Pradesh, Koraput 
in Odisha and Thane in 
Maharashtra, on 16 October 2017.
16 October is observed globally as World Food Day. The 
zero hunger programme planned in these three districts 
will focus on agriculture, nutrition, and health in a 
symbiotic manner. Information regarding the ambitious 
Zero Hunger Programme was given by the eminent 
agriculture scientist and the father of ‘green revolution’ in 
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Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval Command at the 
Naval Dockyard in Mumbai, Maharashtra.
Key highlights

 # INS Tarasa is decked with proven design, good 
endurance, low draught, high speed and manoeuvrability. 
Therefore, the craft is most suited for its primary role of 
extended coastal and offshore surveillance and patrol.

 # This is the second ship of the Indian Navy to be named 
INS Tarasa. The first INS Tarasa was in service of the 
Navy from 1999 to 2014. The new INS Tarasa will 
be based at Mumbai under the operational control of 
Western Naval Command.

 # It is the fourth and last of the follow-on Water Jet FAC’s 
built by the Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers 
(GRSE), Kolkata. The first two ships of the class i.e. 
IN ships Tarmugli and Tihayu were commissioned in 
2016 and are based at Visakhapatnam; while the third 
ship INS Tillanchang was commissioned at Karwar 
in March 2017. These ships are an upgrade of the Car 
Nicobar class Fast Attack Crafts with the Indian Navy, 
which were also indigenously designed and built by 
GRSE, Kolkata.

World Payment Report 2017: China is ahead 
of India in Digital Payment, 10 October 2017

As per the World 
Payments Report 
2017, China 

is likely to be ahead of 
India in digital payment. 
It is a stunning remark in 
the backdrop of a major push in digital payment by Indian 
government following the Demonetisation.
The World Payments Report 2017 states that china will see 
a stable growth of 36 percent in digital transactions during 
2016-20 while India is likely to grow up at an average of 
26.2 percent during the same period. World Payment Report 
is result of collaboration between Capgemini and BNP 
Paribas.
Highlights of Report
As per the report, China has jumped to the 3rd place with 
38.1 billion transactions in 2015, whereas, India recorded 
transaction of 4.5 billion during the same period.
It is estimated that a India may have 25 billion non-cash 
transactions for 2017-18, with priority areas being mobile, 
subsidy transfers, government benefits and micro-payments.
The break-up of the 25 billion non-cash transaction is likely 
to come from card transactions- 11 billion (44 percent), 
mobile transfers- 6 billion (24 percent), and online transfers- 
8 billion (32 percent). 

Globally, Debit cards account for 46 percent of non-cash 
transactions followed by credit cards with 19.5 percent in 
2015. 
Report also mentions that leading payment providers from 
China may come into other regional markets for higher 
margins. “For examples, China’s Ant Financial, an Alibaba 
affiliate company, is trying to buy Moneygram and Tencent 
plans to invest in the Indian e-commerce and e-wallets 
market”. 

The 3rd International Conference on Yoga 
underway in Delhi, 10 October 2017

The third International Conference on Yoga was 
inaugurated in New Delhi on 10 October 2017 
by Indian Vice President, M Venkaiah Naidu. 

The theme of the conference this year is ‘Yoga for 
Wellness.’
The two-day conference is being organized by Ministry of 
AYUSH as a part of commemorating the celebration of 21 
June as International Day of Yoga declared by the United 
Nations. While the inaugural function was presided over by 
Minister of State for AYUSH Shripad Yesso Naik, Union 
Minister Nitin Gadkari was the chief guest.
Key Highlights

 # The event would see participation from over 500 
delegates, from 44 countries across the world.

 # It would have six technical sessions with yoga focused 
deliberations by experts.

 # It would be followed by a panel discussion between 
16 interdisciplinary experts from prominent scientific 
institutions.

 # The key areas of deliberations would include Yoga 
research in non-communicable diseases and scope 
of Yoga in integrated medicine, control of cancer, 
depression, gynaecological disorders and pain 
management.

 # The sessions will have 25 national and international 
experts as speakers and 11 highly recommended 
resource dignitaries of Yoga and Medical field as 
Chairpersons and Co-chairpersons.

D Shivakumar PepsiCo India Chairman and CEO has resigned from office in October 2017. 
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Branch Name Phone Number
Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136
Ahmedabad 9227575027
Ajmer 9261503888
Aligarh 7706008037
Allahabad 9235253403
Alwar 9521177944
Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816
Ambikapur 8823868882
Amritsar 9646606160
Asansol 7076880723
Azamgarh 9208242842
Budaun 9627671787
Bahraich 9208249852
Balasore 9583185223
Ballia 9208243152
Banda 9554334847
Bangalore 9538712808
Bareilly 9235253431
Basti 7706008031
Berhampur 9078907945
Bhagalpur 9204363221
Bhilai-Durg 8878783345
Bhopal 9229174901
Bhopal-Lalghati 9229174902
Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352
Bijnor 7706008027
Bilaspur 8878817515
Bulandshahr 7706008030
Chandigarh 9256002024
Chennai 8939777224
Coimbatore 8110967668
Cuttack 7894013095
Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620
Dehradun 9236510116
Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515
Delhi Kingsway 9268561517
Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952
Delhi Munirka 9210092245
Delhi Rohini 9250239674

Deoria 9208248122
Dhanbad 9204979723/24
Durgapur 7076856390
Ernakulam 9645415987
Etah 9208237386
Faizabad 9235253421
Faridabad 9643396140
Farrukhabad 7706008029
Fatehpur 9554330811
Firozabad 9208235736
Gaya 9204311416
Ghaziabad 9212229752/24
Ghazipur 9208244539
Gonda 9208250778
Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892
Gurugram 9643396139
Guwahati 8134935078
Gwalior 9229174910
Haldwani 9208256021
Hardoi 9208248208
Haridwar 7706008034
Hisar 9253678050
Hoshangabad 8358831338
Hyderabad 9247749865 /8790034792
Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar 7032410704/ 9032168413

Indore- 
Bhawarkuan 7581800954

Indore 7581800952
Jabalpur 9229174905
Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894
Jammu 9419305561
Jamshedpur 8877187640
Jaunpur 9208244355
Jhalandhar 8557088164
Jhansi 9235253424
Jodhpur 9636512855
Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484
Kanpur 
Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133
Karnal 8930175568

Mastercard, PayPal expand partnership into Asia Pacific
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Kolkata 8017652042/45
Kurukshetra 9253678053
Lakhimpur 9208251562
Lucknow 
Alambagh Po 9235253521

Lucknow 
Alambagh Ssc 9235253438/66

Lucknow 
Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow 
Mahanagar Po 9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028
Mainpuri 9208241450
Mathura 9208235067
Meerut 9235253448
Mirzapur 9208243884
Moradabad 9235253442
Mumbai 9221944071
Muzaffarnagar 7706008032
Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614
Nagpur 9272273686
Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073
Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626
Noida 9953948834
Orai 9208237457
Patiala 9780859721
Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11
Pilibhit 9837186684
Pratapgarh 9208245660
Pune 9225231629
Raebareilly 9235253412
Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438
Rajkot 9979316870
Rampur 9208255388
Ranchi 9204855313
Rewa 7415690904/ 7415690846
Rohtak 8930403886
Roorkee 7706008033
Sagar 7509219781
Saharanpur 9235253445
Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148
Shahjahanpur 9208256201
Shimla 8894100342
Siliguri 7602742939
Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514
Sultanpur 9208252915
Surat 9537360459
Tirupati 9581933099
Trivandrum 9645415029
Unnao 9208242493
Vadodara 9537589477
Varanasi 9235253419
Vijaywada 8886309897
Vishakapatnam 9966593419
Warangal 8142230661

Delhi police ties up with Uber to enhance women safety
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Rajasthan is the first state to incorporate skill development programme in higher education. 

WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
2. Chairperson of Lok Sabha Sumitra Mahajan
3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
6. Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
7. Chief Election Commissioner Achal kumar jyoti
8. Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat
9. Director General, ITBP RK Pachnanda
10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
11. Foreign Secretary Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Shashi Kant Sharma
13. Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes Jus. Vangala Eswaraiah
14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
15. CBI Director Alok Kumar Verma
16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
18. Chairman, UPSC David R. Syiemlieh
19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Sharad Kumar
20. Chairman, UGC V.S. Chauhan
21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO A S Kiran kumar
22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy Sekhar Basu
23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India T.S. Vijayan
28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Lalitha Kumaramanglam
34. Chairman, 14th Finance Commission Y.Venugopal Reddy
35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Devendra Kumar Sikri
36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
37. President, ASSOCHAM Sandeep Jajodia
38. Chairman, NASSCOM Raman Roy
39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
41. Chairperson, Children Film Society of India Mukesh Khanna
42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
43. President, CII Shobana Kamineni
44. President, FICCI Pankaj R. Patel
45. Chairman, National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda
46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
48. Chairman, Investment Commission Ratan Tata
49. Finance Secretary  Ashok Lavasa
50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Rajeev Rishi

Data as on 20th September, 2017
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Liberia will hold elections to choose a successor to Africa’s first elected female president. 

India International Science Festival 2017 to be 
held in Chennai, 13 October 2017

The 3rd edition of 
India International 
Science Festival 

(IISF) 2017 is held in 
Chennai during from 
13 October 2017 to 16 
October 2017.
The Festival will be held at various venues, which include 
Anna University, Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI), 
Structural Engineering Research Centre (SERC), National 
Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT) and IIT-Madras.
The India International Science Festival is organised jointly 
by the Union Ministry of Science and Technology, Union 
Ministry of Earth Sciences and Vijnana Bharati (VIBHA).
Aim of the festival

 # The prime objective of the IISF 2017 is to instil scientific 
temper among the masses and showcasing India’s 
contribution in the field of science and technology over 
the years.

 # It aims to build a strategy for rural India through the 
advancement of Science and Technology.

 # The festival also intends to make innovation beneficial 
for the people and develop technology that is affordable 
to the masses.

 # On the other hand, India has declared 2010-20 as the 
‘Decade of Innovation’.

India-Sri Lanka Joint Training Exercise 
MITRA SHAKTI 2017, 14 October 2017

The 5th India-Sri 
Lanka Joint Training 
Exercise MITRA 

SHAKTI 2017 started on 
13th October 2017 with a 
grand Opening Ceremony 
conducted at Aundh Military 
Station, Pune.
This India- Sri Lanka exercise is based on Counter Terrorist 
Operations. The Infantry company from India- Sri Lanka is 
taking part in the same. The Opening Ceremony inaugurated 
with flawless parade, followed by skill displays carried out 
by troops from both the countries. The stunning display of 
Unarmed Combat, Khukri Dance and Pipe Band was carried 
out by Indian Army and Udarata Narthanaya by Sri Lanka 
Army. The fly past by two Cheetah helicopters of Indian 
Army Aviation carrying national flags of both countries was 
held at the start of the opening ceremony. 

The Sri Lanka- India combined training exercise MITRA 
SHAKTI 2017 in its 5th edition will send a strong signal 
to the world that both India and Sri Lanka understand the 
emerging threat of terrorism and stand shoulder to shoulder 
in countering this menace. The exercise will be conducted 
for next 14 days upto 26 Oct 17 & will involve sharing and 
learning from each others experiences.

INDRA-2017, 19 October 2017

India and Russia have 
had longstanding 
military and diplomatic 

ties and to preserve these 
bonds of cooperation, 
India and Russia undertake 
annual military exercise 
INDRA. This milestone in 
military cooperation of the two nations epitomizes their strong 
and resilient relations. INDRA-2017 is the first tri-service 
bilateral exercise between the two countries. 
On 18 Oct 2017, Indian contingent flew in IL-76 aircraft 
of the Indian Air Force to Vladivostok comprising of Army 
and Air Force personnel. The contingent, led by the Task 
Force Commander, Maj Gen ND Prasad was accorded 
a warm welcome by Commander of the Fifth Army of 
Russian Eastern Military District, Maj Gen Kutuzov. 
On 19 Oct 2017, two indigenously built Indian Naval ships 
INS Satpura and INS Kadmatt arrived at Vladivostok Port 
and were given a traditional ceremonial welcome. Rear 
Admiral Anatoliy Zelinsky, Deputy Commander, Pacific 
Fleet of the Russian Navy was present on the occasion. 
Earlier in the day, the delegation led by Maj Gen ND Prasad, 
Task Force Commander called on Mr Alexey Litvinov, the 
acting Mayor of Vladivostok. Maj Gen ND Prasad thanked 
the Mayor for the extremely warm welcome accorded to the 
Indian contingent and expressed the hope that the exercise 
would lead to increased mutual cooperation between the 
two countries. Also, the Naval Component Commander 
Rear Admiral Biswajit Dasgupta interacted with Admiral 
Sergei Avakyants, Commander-in-Chief of the Russian 
Pacific Fleet in a warm and cordial atmosphere. 
An observer delegation led by Lt Gen JS Negi along with Air 
Vice Marshal VR Chaudhari and Rear Admiral V Sreenivas 
visited the 249 Sergeyvsky Training Ranges where a major part 
of the Army and Air Force component of tri-service exercise 
INDRA-2017 will be conducted. The delegation was briefed 
on the overall conduct of the exercise, after which they visited 
the camp where the contingent was being accommodated. 
INDRA-2017 will serve towards strengthening mutual 
confidence and interoperability as well as sharing of the best 
practices between the armed forces of both the countries. 
The joint tri-service exercise will be a demonstration of the 
increasing commitment of both nations to address common 
challenges across the full spectrum of operations.
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India has imposed anti-dumping duty on imports of steel wire rods from China.

NEW AND TRICKY
PREFIX - MEANING   EXAMPLES
-be  Thoroughly or affect with  Begrudge=thoroughly complain=give unwillingly
      Beguile=affect with + trick=deceive, divert in a attractive way
      Benighted=thoroughly + night=unenlightened
      Beseech= thoroughly + seek=beg, implore
      Besiege= thoroughly+ blockade= surround
      Besmirch= affect with + dirt =make dirty

BEHOOVE(VERB): be•hoove  \ bi-ˈhüv , bē- \
to be necessary or proper for
Indeed, it behooved him to keep on good terms with his pupils. 
PRONOUNCIATION OF BEHOOVE:
BE is a prefix as you all know folks!!!
Hoove should be pronounced like ‘move’…so it becomes 
be+ (move sound like) hoove, hence it is pronounced like 
behoove
DEFINITION OF BEHOOVE
verb (used with object), behooved, behooving.
1. to be necessary or proper for, as for moral or ethical 
considerations;be incumbent on:
It behooves the court to weigh evidence impartially.
2. to be worthwhile to, as for personal profit or advantage:
It would behoove you to be nicer to those who could help you.
verb (used without object), behooved, behooving.

3. Archaic. to be needful, proper, or due:
Perseverance is a quality that behooves in a scholar.
Example-
1. If you seriously want to get your driving permitted, it 

would behoove you to start studying for the computer test.
2. It would behoove my husband to take his medication as 

his doctor instructed.
3. In the interest of establishing a good relationship with 

my neighbors, it would behoove me to go over to their 
houses and introduce myself.

4. If the city hires more police officers, they would be 
taking an action that would behoove everyone in our 
rapidly growing town.

5. It would behoove the president to listen to his advisers 
before making such an important decision.

6. Since you are going to a city without any public 
transportation, it would behoove you to rent a car for 
your journey.

Historical Examples
 � It will behoove France to see that her entrances are 

well guarded.
 A Little Girl in Old Quebec Amanda Millie Douglas 

 � Under these circumstances, I think, it does not 
behoove us to be too severe.

 A Little Traitor to the South Cyrus Townsend Brady 
 � But not another word about it: It does not behoove me 

to judge the past,for it does not belong to me.
First Known Use: before 12th century
Word Origin and History for consternation
Middle English behoven, from Old English behōfian, from 
behōf
Synonyms : Benefit, suit, befit, beseem
Antonyms : Differ, vary, disagree
TEST YOURSELF
Direction: In each of the following sentences there is 
a blank space given. Below each five words have been 
denoted by numbers (1) ,(2), (3), (4) and (5). Find out 
which word can be filled up in the blank to make the 
sentence meaningfully complete, if there is no word 
required choose option (e).
1. As _____ a Quaker, he was a humane man.
 (a) befits  (b) bemoan  (c) befriend
 (d) belittle  (e) no word required

2. You ____ me on your first trip.
 (a) befits  (b) befooled  (c) befriend
 (d) belittle  (e) no word required
3. He makes a point of _____ newcomers to Parliament.
 (a) befits  (b) bemoan  (c) befriending
 (d) belittle  (e) no word required
4. It was no use _____ her lot.
 (a) befits  (b) bemoaning  (c) befriend
 (d) belittle  (e) no word required
5. They _____ him to stay.
 (a) beseeched  (b) bemoan  (c) befriend
 (d) belittle  (e) no word required
6. He _____ the voters with his good looks
 (a) beguiled  (b) belittle  (c) befooled
 (d) befits  (e) no word required
7. They saw themselves as bringers of culture to poor 

benighted _____ peoples.
 (a) befits  (b) befooled  (c) benighted
 (d) belittle  (e) no word required
8.  The television station was besieged _____ with calls.
 (a) bemoaned  (b) beseech  (c) befriend
 (d) besieged  (e) no word required
ANSWERS
1-(a), 2-(b), 3-(c), 4-(d), 5-(a), 6-(a), 7-(c), 8-(e)
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Public sanitation was a subject about which Mahatma Gandhi 
was deeply interested throughout his life. Gandhi devoted a 
great deal of time to instilling in Indians an appreciation of 
the importance of sanitation and tried to rouse the Nation’s 
consciousness on this vital issue. It is important to note 
Gandhi’s published works devote significant attention to 
the cause of public sanitation, on parity with his focus on 
Satyagraha, Ahimsa and Khadi.
Gandhi’s vision of an ideal village was one with perfect 
sanitation, village lanes and streets free of all avoidable 
dust. In his book “Ashram Observances in Action”, Gandhi 
writes that sanitary service is an essential and sacred service 
and yet it is looked down upon in society, with the result 
that it is generally neglected and affords considerable scope 
for improvement. The Ashram laid emphasis on engaging 
no outside labor for this work. 
The members themselves attend in turns to the whole 
of the sanitation. The Ashram designed simple, easy to 
use latrines that did not require a scavenger to clean. 
The Sevagram Ashram rules laid down that it was 
necessary that inmates must wash their hands with 
pure earth and pure water and wipe them with a 
clean napkin.
Public Sanitation has been accorded significant 
importance in Gandhi’s life in South Africa. In his 
book “Satyagraha in South Africa”, he describes 
his life on Tolstoy Farm - “The spring was about 
500 yards away from our quarters and the water had 
to be fetched on carrying poles. 
He insisted that we should not have any servant. 
Everything there fore from cooking to scavenging was done 
with our own hands. The lion like Thambi Naidoo was in 
charge of sanitation. In spite of the large number of settlers, 
one could not find refuse or dirt anywhere on the farm. All 
rubbish was buried in trenches sunk for the purpose. A small 
spade is the means of salvation from a great nuisance.”
In his book “My Experiments with Truth” Gandhi writes, 
plague broke out in Bombay in 1897 and there was panic 
all around. Gandhi offered his services to the State in 
the sanitation department. Gandhi laid special 
emphasis on inspection of latrines and 
carrying out improvements. In his 
inspections of untouchables’ 
quarters Gandhi found that 
they were beautifully 
smeared with cow 
dung and the 
few pots and 

pans were clean and shining. There was no fear of an outbreak 
in those quarters. Gandhi also records that he visited the 
Vaishnava Haveli, and was pained to see uncleanliness about 
a place of worship. He knew that the authors of the Smritis 
had laid the greatest emphasis on cleanliness both inward and 
outward. Gandhi further notes that sanitation was a difficult 
affair in penetrating Indian villages. The people were not ready 
to do their own scavenging.  Gandhian volunteers concentrated 
their energies on making villages ideally clean, they swept 
the roads and the courtyards, cleaned out the wells, filled 
the pools and persuaded the villagers  to raise volun- teers 
f r o m amon- gst them-selves. Gandhi 

sensed a relation between 
poor sanitation and 

 practice of 
untouchability. 

Gandhi Jayanti
Swachh Bharat Divas

Prof Jagdish Mukhi has been sworn in as the new Governor of Assam.
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People neglected sanitation because it was considered to be the 
responsibility of the ‘untouchables’. 
Gandhi felt that untouchability must be abolished and at 
the same time the conditions of public sanitation must be 
improved. Gandhi 
repeatedly forbade his followers from hiring anyone from 
the so-called lower castes for sanitary work.   
Gandhi felt that once the ‘untouchables’ whom he 
christened Harijans – children of God, were freed from the 
occupation of scavenging, their rise to a position of equality 
with others in the society would be facilitated. Following 
independence, untouchability was abolished by law. 
Gandhi’s vision is embellished in the Fundamental Rights 
– Article 17 which proclaims abolition of ‘Untouchability” 
and forbids its practice in any form. The enforcement of 
any disability arising out of “Untouchability” shall be an 
offence punishable in accordance with law. The principal 
object of Article 17 is to ban untouchability in any form. 

In 2017, The Government celebrated Gandhi Jayanti - 
October 2 as Swach Bharat Diwas. Government also 
celebrated September 15, 2017 to October 2, 2017 for the 
Swachhata Hi Sewa campaign to mark the third anniversary 
of the Swachh Bharat Mission to provide an impetus to the 
largest sanitation campaign of India. 

The Swachh Sarvekshan conducted in several States on the 
impact of the Swachh Bharat Mission brought forth several 
success stories in 3 years of implementation – complete 
behavioral changes in people to keep villages clean and use 
toilets, people selling family jewels to construct household 
toilets, vanar senas of children blowing whistles and 
accosting people at 5 am to prevent open defecation and 
significant improvement in school enrolment through the 
Swachh Bharat Mission. 

The Swachh Bharat Mission has become a massive people’s 
movement.

The United States has withdrawn itself from UNESCO.
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Instead of going in for routine tourist places, it is high time 
Indians explored the nook and corners of our beautiful 
country; rather than staying at hotels, living with people to 
learn about the traditions and customs
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in one of his ‘Mann ki Baat’ 
had urged the people to discover the wonders of ‘Incredible 
India’. Taking on the cue, the Ministry of Tourism has 
organised the ‘Paryatan Parv’, which is being touted as “a 
celebration of India’s rich tourist heritage”.
The Union Ministry of Tourism in collaboration with 
other central ministries, various state governments and 
stakeholders has organised ‘Paryatan Parv’ across India 
from October 5-25, 2017 drawing focus on the benefits of 
tourism, showcasing our cultural diversity and reinforcing 
the principle of ‘Tourism for All’. It is a wonderful 
coincidence that the ‘Paryatan Parv’, a celebration in the 
festival loving country such as ours, has happened during 
the peak festive season, also a time when many people 
take out time to tour various parts of India. But for various 
reasons, people continue to visit the more popular, more 
exploited sites rather than exploring newer, lesser known 
places. Instead of going in for routine tourist places, it is 
high time Indians explored the nook and corners of our 
beautiful country; rather than staying at hotels, living with 
people to learn about the traditions and customs 
The ‘Paryatan Parv’ seems to offer this opportunity. Two 
things from the comprehensive government plan that 
stood out are the interstate engagement matrix under the 
‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ scheme and the guidelines 
for CBSE affiliated schools to visit heritage monuments 
a m o n g other programmes for getting students interested 
     in cultural and traditional diversity of India.
 The idea that school students should visit monuments 

is not a new one, albeit linking it with the paradigm 
of ‘tourism and studies’ gives it a new twist. 

Imagine a class learning about the 
conquest by Chhatrapati Shivaji 

sitting at a fort in 

Maharashtra? Or imagine, learning about what Akbar did 
sitting at the Agra fort? The heritage monuments are a 
treasure trove of information. They offer not just lessons 
in history but also in that era’s architecture and traditional 
practices. What better way to understand it than an actual 
visit?  India is lucky, it is endowed with more than 3500 
monuments of national importance (that are taken care of 
by the Archaeological Survey of India) and almost 10,000 
other monuments that are taken care of by different state 
governments. Similarly, imagine, people from Kerala 
engaging with those from Himachal Pradesh. 
Or for that matter, people from Madhya Pradesh meeting 
and seeking to know more about those from Nagaland 
and Manipur. What a beautiful concept, if implemented 
well!! After all, didn’t Adi Shankaracharya formulate 
the concept of char dhams in four corners of India and 
envisaged people visiting 12 jyotirlingas in various parts 
of the country?
If not for pilgrimage, but for knowing the rich traditions and 
culture of our vast land, people should engage with those 
from other states, further the better. This is exactly what the 
Tourism Ministry through ‘Paryatan Parv’ can harp on – 
envisaging through this exchange that “the knowledge of the 
language, culture, traditions and practices of different states 
will lead to an enhanced understanding and bonding between 
one another, thereby strengthening the unity and integrity of 
India.” 
Rising domestic tourism: ‘Namaste!’ has been India’s  
identity across the world. India has attracted  tourists from 
all over the world and not just now but since ages. 
While foreign tourists’ arrival brings in the much-needed 
foreign currency, and hence are given a priority, it 
is equally important to ensure domestic  tourists  are 
not neglected.

India celebrated 20-years of strategic corporation in 2017 with South Africa.
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As per Tourism Ministry’s Annual Report for 2016-17, 
domestic tourism continues to be an important contributor 
for the tourism sector in India. As per the data furnished by 
the state/UT governments and  other information available 
with the Ministry of Tourism, the domestic tourist visits 
during the year 2015 were 1432 million as compared to 
1282.8 million in 2014, registering a growth of 11.63% over 
2014.
This is a huge number as compared to the number of 
foreign tourist arrival in India (8.03 million) in the same 
time showing annual growth rate of 4.5 % over previous 
year. The stakeholders, including authorities, in the tourism 
sector will need to understand the rising trend in case of 
domestic tourism. For instance, from about 190.67 million 
domestic tourists in 1999 to about 1,431.97 million in 2015, 
the domestic tourism industry has 
undergone  a sea change, seen a whopping 651.02% rise in 
just 16 years. Perhaps, keeping in mind all such things, the 
govern-ment has already initiated an exercise to formulate a 
comprehensive revised tourism policy by  March 2018. 
There was  a time when people stepped
out only for pilgrimage and tourism only meant luxury 
pursued by few moneyed people.  Today,  as more and 
more common men and women seek to step out and explore 
various parts of India, domestic tourism has spanned 
almost all fields beyond pilgrimages. This opens a positive 
opportunity for the government and all other stakeholders 
to further explore and exploit the rising sector.
Tourism infrastructure and livelihood
The elaborate planning by the Tourism Ministry and the 
complimentary programmes chalked out by other central 
ministries and state governments go on to show the 
sheer variety that is possible in tourism sector and how it 

can have an impact on almost all other ministries/fields 
– Education, Culture, Textiles, Development of North-
East India, Rural Development and even Information & 
Broadcasting Ministry. Tourism needs stable infrastructure, 
tourism needs peaceful law and order situation and tourism 
needs an inviting host. In return, tourism gives much 
needed livelihood to local population and revenue to the 
government.  
India is known world over for its hospitality and in most 
parts of India, law and order situation is tourist-friendly. 
But apart from major metro cities and few of the places 
on tourist map, the tourism related infrastructure needs 
lots of improvement. Scores of smaller places first need 
to be identified for promotion of tourism, the last mile 
connectivity needs to be ensured, infrastructure for visiting 
and resident tourists needs to be developed. This includes 
availability of decent accommodation and food services. 
Many potential places across India remain oblivious to 
tourists only because one or more of the above factors do 
not work in their favour.
The tourism ministry has encouraged and developed a chain 
of B&B (Bed and Breakfast) homes across urban centres 
well. But it is now time to concentrate on ‘Home Stays’ 
in rural and semi-urban areas. Only such Home Stays can 
bring in sustainable tourism as against the big-ticket hotel 
industry that often leads to draining local natural resources. 
Plus, Home Stays are a better way to interact directly with 
the local population and to know about their traditions 
and culture. Home Stays will also improve livelihood 
opportunities for the locals rather than the hotel industry 
where profits are pocketed by outsiders.
‘Paryatan Parv’ can be a good opportunity to identify these 
weak links. Not just for this time slot, but for a better, 
sustainable future in tourism.

The 3rd International Conference on Yoga was held in New Delhi.
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I dream of a digital India where mobile & e-banking 
ensures Financial Inclusion”
            Prime Minister Narendra Modi

“Financial Inclusion” is the way the Governments strive 
to take the common man along by bringing them into the 
formal channel of economy thereby ensuring that even the 
person standing in the last is not left out from the benefits 
of the economic growth and is added in the mainstream 
economy thereby encouraging the poor person to save, 
safely invest in various financial products and to borrow 
from the formal channel when he need to borrow.
Lack of financial inclusion is costly to society and the 
individual. As far as the individual is concerned, lack of 
financial inclusion forces the unbanked into informal banking 
sectors where interest rates are higher and the amount 
of available funds much smaller. Because the informal 
banking structure is outside any legislative framework, any 
dispute between lenders and borrowers cannot be settled 
legally. As far as the social benefits are concerned, financial 
inclusion increases the amount of available savings, 
increases efficiency of financial intermediation, and allows 
for tapping new business opportunities.
State sponsored universal banking has therefore contributed 
to greater economic diversification in rural areas than is 
the case in more competitive banking environments. With 
structural adjustment programs being introduced in the 
1980s and 1990s, financial market reforms swept over many 
developing countries. At the beginning of 20th century, 
India had insurance companies (both life and general) and a 
functional stock exchange.
Scope of the financial inclusion is not limited to only 
banking services but it extends to other financial services as 
well like insurance, equity products & pension products etc. 
Thus, financial inclusion is not just about opening a simple 
bank account with a branch in an unbanked area.
Adding the common man into the mainstream economy 
has other advantages as well as on the one hand it helps 
inculcate the vulnerable section of the society to save 
money for its future and the rainy days, take benefits of 
the economic activities of the country by participating in 
various financial products like, banking services, insurance 
& pension products etc., on the other hand, it helps the 
country to increase the rate of ‘capital formation’ which in 
turn, give a push to the economic activities in the economy 

by channelizing the money from every nook  & corner of 
the country.
In the absence of people of a country financially included in 
the mainstream, they often tend to park their savings/ invest 
in the non-productive assets like land, buildings & bullion 
etc. While, financially included people can easily avail the 
credit facilities, whether they are sitting in the organised 
or unorganised sector, urban or rural sector. Micro Finance 
Institutions (MFIs) are the classic examples for providing 
easy & affordable credit to poor people and have got written 
innumerable success stories.
This phenomenon of financial inclusion also helps 
government plug gaps & leakages in public subsidies & 
welfare programmes as government can directly transfer 
the subsidy amount into the account of the beneficiary 
rather than to subsidise the product. In fact, the Government 
has even saved by around more than Rs. 57,000 crores in its 
subsidy bill and has ensured that the benefit of the subsidy 
reaches to the real beneficiary directly to him/her.
The NDA government led by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi made itself committed, since beginning of its term, 
to give special emphasis on the financial inclusion of every 
person of the country. One of the most crucial of the several 
steps taken by this government is JAM- Jan Dhan, Aadhar 
& Mobile.
Jan Dhan Yojna - with a view to increase the penetration 
of banking services and to ensure that all households have 
at least one bank account, a National Mission on Financial 
Inclusion named as Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna was 
announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his 
independence speech on 15th August, 2014 & the scheme 
was formally launched on 28th August, 2014. Within a 
fortnight of its launch, the scheme entered into the Guinness 
Book of records for opening a record number of bank 
accounts. Large scale achievement was made by opening 
29.48 crores accounts by Mid-August, 2017 out of which 
17.61 crores accounts were in rural/semi-urban areas and 
the rest 11.87 crores in urban areas.
The additional benefits on opening an account under Jan 
Dhan Scheme is the customer is issued a RuPay Debit 
Card having inbuilt insurance cover of Rs 1 Lakh. Besides, 
an overdraft (OD) facility of Rs 5,000/- is granted to 
the customer for satisfactory operation of account for 6 
months. A life cover of Rs 30,000/- has also been granted 
to customers for opening the accounts up to a certain time 

Financial Inclusion In 
Rising India

India is hosting the first BIMSTEC Disaster Management Exercise 2017.
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period. The scheme has been a great success and the 99.99% 
households out of the 21.22 crores households surveyed 
have been covered under this scheme by December, 2016. 
More than 44 lakh accounts have been sanctioned OD 
facility of which more than 23 lakh account holders have 
availed the facility involving an amount around 300 crores.
Insurance & Pension schemes – In order to provide social 
security system for all citizens and especially to the poor and 
under-privileged people, the present government launched 
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojna and Pradhan Mantri 
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojna.  
The former scheme i.e., Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima 
Yojna (PMSBY) covers the persons within the age slab of 18 
to 70 years and a risk coverage of Rs 2 lakhs is provided at 
an affordable premium of Rs 12 per annum only. As per the 
date 12th April, 2017, around 10 crore people were enrolled 
under Pradhan Mantri Suraksha BimaYojana (PMSBY).
The later scheme, i.e., Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima 
Yojna covers the persons within an age slab of 18 to 50 
years having a bank account. The life cover of Rs 2 lakhs 
is provided to the insured payable in case of death of the 
insured due to any reason.  As on 12th April 2017 3.10 cr 
person were enrolled under PMJJBY.
 Atal Pension Yojna – A scheme launched in 2015 is open to 
all bank account holders in the age group of 18 to 40 years 
and they can choose different contributions based on the 
pension amount. 
Under this scheme monthly pension is guaranteed to the 
subscriber and after him to his spouse and after their death, 
pension corpus as accumulated till the age of 60 years is 
returned to the nominee of subscriber. Central Government 
also contributes 50% of the contribution subject to a 
maximum of Rs 1000 per annum. As on 31st March 2017 a 
total of 46.80 lakh subscribers have been enrolled from Atal 
Pension yojana with a total pension worth of Rs1713.214cr.
Varishita Pension Bima Yojana: All those who subscribe 
to the VPBY from 15th August 2014 to 14thAugust 2015 
will receive an assured guaranteed return of 9% under the 
Policy.
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojna – Scheme launched in April, 
2015 to provide formal access of financial facilities to Non 
Corporate Small Business Sector. The basic objective of the 
scheme is to promote & ensure bank finance to unfunded 
segment of the Indian economy.
In the Mudra Scheme since beginning till 13th August 2017, 
total 8 crore 70 lakh loan where distributed out of which 6 
crores 56 lakh were given to woman. 
In this scheme 3 lakh 75 thousand crores were sanctioned 
(1 lakh 88 crores to woman) and 3 lakh 63 thousand crores 
were disbursed (out of which 1 lakh 66 thousand crores 
were given to woman).  The target for 2016-17 was Rs 

180,000cr while sanctioned amount is Rs 180528cr which 
indicate the success of the scheme.
Other Schemes includes Jeevan Suraksha Bandhan Yojana, 
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana: Kisan Credit Cards (KCC) and 
General Credit Cards (GCC), BHIM App.
Liberalized policy towards ATMs and White label ATMs. 
To expand the network of ATMs, the RBI has allowed non-
bank entities to start ATMs (called ‘White Label ATMs’). 
The RuPay Cards have significantly increased its market 
share to 38 per cent (250 mn) of the total 645 million debit 
cards in the country so far. The card has been provided to 
the account holders of PMJDY (170 million).
Financial Literacy Centers were started by commercial 
banks at the request of RBI to give awareness and education 
to the public to access financial products. Here, RBI’s policy 
is that financial inclusion should go along with financial 
literacy.
The launch of direct benefit transfers through the support 
of Aadhaar and Bank Account is one of the biggest 
developments that activated and retained people in the 
newly opened account.
Stand up India – launched to extend bank loans between 
Rs 10 lakhs to Rs 1 crore for Greenfield enterprises set up 
by the SC, ST & women entrepreneurs and to provide them 
handholding support.  
By Mid-August 2017  38,477  people were given loan up to   
Rs 8,277 crores out of which 31000 were woman and given 
loan up to Rs 6,895 crores.
 To further strengthen financial inclusion in the country, 
government has advised the Banks to deploy Micro ATMs 
in rural areas and consequently, 1,14,518 micro ATMs have 
been deployed by December, 2016.
Venture capital Scheme:  In this scheme SC/ST people 
were encouraged to be Job Provider instead of Job Seekers. 
Initially in this Scheme loan were provided from 50 lakh to 
15 crores which now is changed from 20 lakh to 15 crores. 
The government had encouraged SC/ST people to stand on 
their own. 
Schemes of 70 venture and Fund of Rs 265 crore were 
approved, funds to 40 venture were already been distributed. 
These ventures on the average provide employment to 20-25 
people. The rate of interest has been reduced from 10% to 8%.
The government is committed to its target of increasing the 
inclusion of every household in the financial system so that 
the masses can get all the legitimate benefits arising out of 
the growth of the country and in turn, the funds mobilised 
from the people not earlier in the formal channel could 
also be brought in the formal channel thereby giving the 
economy of the country an extra thrust to lead the path of 
growth.

Nobel Prize Winner Richard Thaler is one of the founding members of Nudge theory in Economics.
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Noble prize is an annual international prize presented by 
Norwegian institute in the categories including peace, 
literature, physics, chemistry, medicine and economics.  
This was established by Alfred Nobel. In his possession 
he announced to give away a series of prizes in the field 
of Literature, Physics, Chemistry, Medicine and Peace. 
The Prize for Economics was added in 1968 by Sveriges 
Riksbank (Swedish Central Bank) and is known as the 
Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in memory 
of Alfred Nobel. The First Noble Prizes were announced 
and awarded in the year 1901. The prize ceremonies held 
annually in Stockholm, Sweden (only peace prize is awarded 
in Oslo, Norway). Each recipient, or laureate, gets a gold 
medal, a diploma, and a sum of money that has been decided 
by the Nobel Foundation. From 1901 to 2016, 579 prizes 
have been awarded to 911 laurates. Not more than three 
laureates and two different works may be selected per 
award. All the awards have been presented to individuals, 
only the Peace Prize can be awarded to institutions. 
Some facts about Noble Prize:

 # During these 117 years of Noble prize, there are total 
49 times when the prize was not awarded to anyone. 
Most of them are during World War I (1914-1918) and 
World War II (1939-1945). 

 # Apart from the years when Nobel Prize has not been 
awarded to anyone, there were few persons who was 
awarded more than once. International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) has been honored with the noble 
peace prize three times. Whereas Henry Dunant, the 
Founder of International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) was the recipient of first Noble peace prize in 
1901. Linus Pauling is the only Noble Laurate with two 
unshared Noble prizes. Linus Pauling’s received his 
noble prize in 1954 in the field of chemistry and he is 
honored again in 1962 with Noble Peace Prize. 

 # In these many years, some family members were also 
honored with the noble prizes. They are:

1. Gerty Cori and Carl Cori, the couple received the Noble 
Prize in 1949 in the field of Physiology or Medicine. 

2. May-Britt Moser and Edvard I. Moser, the couple 
were awarded with the 2014 Nobel Prize in the field of 
Physiology or Medicine

3. Duo of Father-Son who received the Noble Prize are:
 Hans von Euler-Chelpin (Chemistry) and Ulf von 

Euler(Medicine or Physiology) 
 Arthur Kornberg (Medicine or Physiology) and Roger 

D. Kornberg(Chemistry)

4. Two brothers have also been 
honored with this prize in different fields 

Jan Tinbergen (Economics) and Nikolaas Tinbergen 
(Medicine).
Noble prize in medicine or physiology
Noble prize 2017 in the field of physiology or medicine has 
been awarded jointly to Jeffrey C. Hall, Michael Rosbash 
and Michael W. Young for their discoveries of “molecular 
mechanism controlling the circadian rhythm”. 
Till 2017, total 107 Nobel Prizes were awarded. No one has 
received this award more than once. The oldest recipient 
of Noble Prize in this category is Peyton Rous. He was 87 
years old while being honored with the Noble Prize in 1966. 
The youngest recipient is Frederick G. Banting. At the age 
of 32 in 1923, he was honored with this award. 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry
The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2017was awarded to Jacques 
Dubochet, Joachim Frank and Richard Henderson “for 
developing cryo-electron microscopy for the high-resolution 
structure determination of biomolecules in solution”.
To date 109 Noble prize in chemistry has been awarded. 
There are total 63 times when this prize is received by a 
single laurate only. So far, 4 women have been awarded with 
this prize. Frédéric Joliot is the youngest recipient of this 
honor. He was awarded with Noble prize in 1935 at the age 
of 35. John B. Fenn is the oldest recipient till now. He was 
85 while receiving this honor in 2002. Frederick Sanger is 
the only person to recive this prize twice, in 1985 and 1980. 
Noble Prize in Physics
The Nobel Prize in Physics 2017 is awarded to Rainer 
Weiss, Barry C. Barish and Kip S. Thorne “for decisive 
contributions to the LIGO detector and the observation of 
gravitational waves”.
To date 111 Noble prize in chemistry has been awarded.47 
laurates received an unshared prize. So far, 2 women have 
been awarded with this prize. The oldest Nobel Laureate to 
date is Raymond Davis Jr. He was 88 years old when he was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 2002. Lawrence Bragg is the 
youngest recipient to date. In 1915, at the age of 25 he was 
honored with this prize. John Bardeen is the only person 
who received this award twice. 
Noble Prize in Literature
The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2017 is awarded to 
Kazuo Ishiguro”who, in novels of great emotional force, 
has uncovered the abyss beneath our illusory sense of 
connection with the world”. To date 110 Noble Prize in 

Ahmed El Sheikh will succeed D Shivakumar as new CEO of PepsiCo India.

Noble Prize 2017
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Literature have been awarded which includes 14 Women 
laurates. The youngest receiver of the Noble Prize is 
Rudyard Kipling (best recognized for The Jungle Book). He 
was 41 while receiving this honor in 1907. , Doris Lessing, 
the oldest Noble Laurate of Literature was 88 years old 
when he received this award in 2007. 
Noble peace prize
Noble Peace Prize 2017 is awarded to International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapon (ICAN) for its 
work to draw attention to the catastrophic humanitarian 
consequences of any use of nuclear weapons and for 
its ground-breaking efforts to achieve a treaty-based 
prohibition of such weapons”.  
To date this prize has been received by 130 laurates which 
includes 104 individuals and 26 organisations. Among these 
26 organisations, Comité International de la Croix Rouge 
(International Committee of the Red Cross) was honored 
with this award three times and Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees was honored two times. 
The oldest recipient of this honor is Joseph Rotblat. 

He received this award in 1995 at the age of 87. The 
youngest Noble Peace Prize recipient is Malala Yousafzai. 
She was only 17 years old and was awarded in 2014 along 
with Kailash Satyarthi. The only person who declined 
this award is Le Duc Tho, Vietnamese politician. He was 
awarded in 1973 along with Henry Kissinger, US Secretary 
of state. They both were awarded with the peace prize for 
negotiating the Vietnam peace accord. 
2017 Prize in Economic Sciences
The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in 
Memory of Alfred Nobel 2017 was awarded to Richard H. 
Thaler “for his contributions to behavioral economics”.
The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in 
Memory of Alfred Nobel was first announced in 1969, 
since then 49 prizes have been awarded. 25 prizes have 
been awarded to single laurate only. Elinor Ostrom is 
the only women who has been awarded with this prize in 
2009. Kenneth J. Arrow is the youngest recipient to date. 
He received the award in 1972 at the age of 51. Leonid 
Hurwicz is the oldest recipient. He was 90 years when he 
was honored with the award in 1972. 

NOBEL PRIZE 2017
Field Name of Recipient Work
Physics Contributed to LIGO 

detector & the observation 
of gravitational waves 

Chemistry Developed cryo-electron 
microscopy for the high-
resolution structure 
determination

Physiology & 
Medicine 

“Molecular mechanism 
controlling the circadian 
rhythm”

Literature In his novels, uncovered the 
chasm beneath our illusory 
sense of connection with 
the world

Nobel Peace 
Prize

Made groundbreaking 
efforts to achieve a treaty-
based on prohibition of 
nuclear weapons

The Sveriges 
Riksbank Prize 

in Economic 
Sciences

Contributed to behavioural 
economics.

Rainer Weiss

Jacques Dubochet

Jeffrey C. Hall

Barry C. Barish

Joachim Frank

Michael Rosbash

Kazuo Ishiguro

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN)

Kip S. Thorne

Richard Henderson

Michael W. Young

Richard H. Thaler

J & K  has launched a special campaign under Mission Indradanush to achieve full immunization.
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Q.1.  Secretary from which 
department has not been 
included in newly constituted 
High Level 5G India 2020 
Forum to take on the global 
super powers?

 (1) DoT (2) Meity 
(3) DST (4) DAE 
(5) None of these

Q.2. According to the OECD 
Committee on Digital 
Economic Policy which 
among the following is not an 
advantage of 5G rollout in a 
country?

 (1) Employment creation 
(2) Increase in GDP 
(3) Low Corruption 
(4) Digitization of Economy 
(5) None of these

Q.3. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A)  India is the 40th most 
competitive economy on the 
World Economic Forum’s 
Global Competitive Index 
(GCI) 2017-18. 

 (B)  India has slipped 
three places in Global 
Competitive Index from 
the last year ranking.

 (C) Switzerland is at the top in 
Global Competitive Index 
2017-18. 

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) Only A and B 
(2) Only B and C 
(3) Only A and C 
(4) All A, B and C 
(5) None of these

Q.4.  Consider the following 
statements regarding Global 
Competitive Index (GCI) 
2017-18:

 (A) US has been ranked as the 
most competitive economy 
in the world. 

 (B) India is ahead of China 
and Russia among BRICS 
economies. 

 (C) India is at the top place 
among south-east Asian 
countries.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are false?

 (1) Only A and B 
(2) Only B and C 
(3) Only A and C 
(4) All A, B and C 
(5) None of these

Q.5. Consider the following 
statements regarding Interbank 
Local Currency Credit Line 
Agreement under BRICS 
mechanism signed by EXIM 
Bank recently:

 (A) Any 2-members can 
borrow and lend in a single 
currency.

 (B) Cooperation Memorandum 
Relating to Credit Ratings 
would enable sharing of 
credit ratings amongst the 
BRICS countries banks.

 (C) In future, this mechanism 
would serve as a pioneer 
to the plan of having an 
alternate rating agency by 
BRICS nations.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) Only A and B 
(2) Only B and C 
(3) Only A and C 
(4) All A, B and C 
(5) None of these

Q.6.  Consider the following 
statements regarding a report 
published by World Bank:

 (A) The remittances to India 
will grow by 4.2% in 
2017, following a decline 
of 9% in 2016.

 (B) The increase in remittances 
to the South Asia region, 
will be 1.1%.

 (C)  As a share of GDP, 
the top 5 recipients are 
India, China, Philippines, 
Mexico and Nigeria.

 (D) The top 5 remittances 
receiving countries are 
Tajikistan, Nepal, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Haiti and 
Liberia.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) Only A and B 
(2) Only B and C 
(3) Only C and D 

(4) Only A and D 
(5) All A, B, C and D

Q.7.  On which among the following 
products India has imposed 
anti-dumping duty on China in 
the month of October 2017?

 (1) Steel (2) Tyre 
(3) Glass (4) Electronics 
(5) None of these

Q.8.  Consider the following 
statements regarding fresh 
guideline issued by RBI on 
the issuance and operation 
of PPI (Prepaid Payment 
Instruments):

 (A) initial net worth 
requirement for firms 
offering prepaid payment 
instruments has been 
increased to Rs 50 crore 
from Rs 2 crore. 

 (B) mobile wallets or PPI, will 
have switch to full KYC 
wallet within one year of 
opening it.

 (C) Full KYC wallets will 
have a limit of one lakh 
rupees and can avail all 
facilities for fund transfer. 

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) Only A and B 
(2) Only B and C 
(3) Only A and C 
(4) All A, B and C 
(5) None of these

Q.9. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Sampoorna Bima Gram 
(SBG) Yojana, is an 
initiative for expansion of 
client base of Postal Life 
Insurance.

 (B) Under the Yojana, at 
least one village having 
a minimum of 100 
households will be 
identified in each of the 
revenue districts of the 
country. 

 (C) The scheme is to cover 
all households in the 
identified Sampoorna 
Bima Gram village.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

Theme of the 2017 International Conference on Yoga was Yoga for wellness.
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 (1) A only  
(2) B only  
(3) C only   
(4) All A, B and C    
(5) None of these

Q.10. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Rooppur Project in 
Bangladesh is India’s first 
atomic energy project 
outside nation.

 (B) Rooppur Project is second 
atomic energy venture in 
Bangladesh

 (C) After Rooppur Project 
Bangladesh will be the 
third south Asian country 
to utilise energy from 
nuclear fusion.

 (D) India will collaborate 
with Russia to build a 
Nuclear plant in Rooppur 
Bangladesh.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A and B only          
(2) B and C only    
(3) A and D only 
(4) A, C and D only     
(5) All A, B, C and D

Q.11. Out of the ten recently banned 
countries, which country has 
been removed from the list 
of travel ban countries by the 
United states?

 (1) North Korea 
(2) Venenzuela  
(3) Sudan  
(4) Chad  
(5) None of these

Q.12. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Centre has approved an 
MoU signed between India 
and Belarus in the oil and 
gas sector.

 (B) Belarus President 
Aleksander Grigoryevich 
Lukashenko was on an 
official visit to New Delhi 
recently.

 (C) The MoU is one among 
the five agreements signed 
between the two nations.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) Only A and B 
(2) Only B and C 
(3) Only A and C 
(4) All A, B and C 
(5) None of these

Q.13. With which neighbouring 
country India has signed an 
MoU on Technical Corporation 
on Police Training and 
Development?

 (1) Bhutan  (2) Nepal 
(3) Afghanistan (4) Bangladesh 
(5) None of these

Q.14. From which year the Norway 
India Partnership Initiative 
(NIPI) will come into force?

 (1) 2017 (2) 2018 
(3) 2019 (4) 2020 
(5) None of these

Q.15. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Bangladesh has signed 
an agreement of USD 4.5 
billion third Line of Credit 
(loC) with India for the 
development of social 
sector and Infrastructure.

 (B) The fund will be utlised 
for 17 major projects in 
Bangladesh.

 (C) The funds are provided 
for a duration of 5 years 
which can be extended for 
5 years at 1% per annum 
rate of Interest.

 (D) Bangladesh needs to get 
50% goods and services 
from the Indian market 
from the fund provided 
under this agreement.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A and B only 
(2) B and C only    
(3) A and D only 
(4) A, C and D only     
(5) All A, B, C and D

Q.16. Who among the following has 
become the first Sikh politician 
to lead Canada’s major New 
Democratic Party?

 (1) Harjit Singh Sajjan 
(2) Shachi Kurl  
(3) Jagmeet Singh 
(4) Baltej Singh Dhillon 
(5) None of these

Q.17. Government of India has 
approved an Extradition Treaty 
with Lithuania recently. What 
is the currency of Lithuania?

 (1) Dollar (2) Euro 
(3) Pound (4) Franc 
(5) None of these

Q.18. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) India and Ethopia signed 
agreements on trade, 
communications, and 
media recently. 

 (B) The agreements were signed 
in the presence of President 
Ram Nath Kovind and 
Mulatu Teshome at Addis 
Ababa, capital of Ethiopia. 

 (C) These agreements was 
signed on the occasion of 
12th anniversary of the 
India Business Forum held 
in Addis Ababa.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are false?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) A and B only     
(5) None of these

Q.19. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) The 14th annual Summit 
between India and the 
European Union (EU) was 
held in Berlin.

 (B) The EU was represented 
by Donald Tusk, President 
of the European Council, 
and Jean Claude Juncker, 
President of the European 
Commission.

 (C) Three agreements were 
signed during the 14th 
India EU summit.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) B and C only     
(5) None of these

Q.20. With which country India 
is celebrating 20-years of 
strategic corporation this year 
(2017)?

Nisha Desai Biswal has been appointed as President of US-India Business Council.



Que TM GENERAL AWARENESS

75 DECEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

 (1) Malaysia  
(2) South Africa 
(3) Venezuela  
(4) Brazil  
(5) None of these

Q.21.  In which of the following 
fields India has signed an MoU 
with Morocco recently?

 (1) Water resources 
(2) Renewable energy 
(3) Higher Education 
(4) Atomic Energy 
(5) None of these

Q.22. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) India will send 5-lakh 
youth to Japan for on-job 
training for 3-5 years.

 (B) The program is named as 
‘Technical Intern Training 
Program (TITP)’.

 (C) The monetary cost of the 
skill training of Indian 
technical interns would be 
beared by India.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) B and C only     
(5) None of these

Q.23. With which country India 
has signed a Memorandum 
of Cooperation (MoC) for 
establishing a liquid, flexible 
and global Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) Market?

 (1) UAE (2) Japan 
(3) Venezuela (4) Russia 
(5) None of these

Q.24. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) CCEA has approved 
the proposal to increase 
the cost norms for 
supplementary nutrition 
provided in Anganwadis. 

 (B) The above proposal 
also includes out of 
school adolescent girls 
under Integrated Child 
Development Services 
(ICDS).

 (C) Pregnant and lactating 
mothers are being provided 

with cash benefits under 
the Pradhan Mantri Matru 
Vandana Yojana.

 (D) Under the ICDS, children 
between 6 months to 3 
years are entitled to a 
morning snack as well as 
a hot-cooked meal at an 
Anganwadi centre.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A and B only          
(2) B and C only    
(3) A and D only 
(4) A, C and D only     
(5) All A, B, C and D

Q.25. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Govt. has approved merger 
and modernization of 
15 Government of India 
Presses (GIPs) and into 5 
units.

 (B) Out of these modernised 5 
Government press units 2 
will be located in Delhi.

 (C) This will be carried 
out at zero cost to the 
exchequer and without any 
retrenchment.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are false?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) A and B only     
(5) None of these

Q.26. Consider the following 
statements regarding revamped 
Khelo India programme:

 (A) It aims to promote 20 
universities across the 
country as hubs of sporting 
excellence. 

 (B) This scheme will cover 
1000 most talented young 
athletes each year.

 (C) Each athlete selected under 
the scheme will receive 
an annual scholarship 
worth Rs 5 lakh for 10 
consecutive years. 

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) A and B only     
(5) None of these

Q.27. Consider the following 
statements: 

 (A) UDAN phase II seeks 
to connect unserved and 
under-served airports. 

 (B) UDAN phase II has been 
launched for International 
Travellers.

 (C) UDAN is abbreviated 
form of Ude Desh ka Aam 
Naagrik which is the motto 
of the scheme.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are false?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) A and B only     
(5) None of these

Q.28. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) New PPP Policy for 
Affordable Housing 
allows central assistance 
of up to Rs 2.50 lakh  for 
each house to be built by 
private builders even on 
private lands.

 (B) The policy seeks to 
achieve Housing for All 
target by 2022.

 (C) This new policy gives 
six Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) options 
for affordable housing 
development.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are false?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) A and B only     
(5) None of these

Q.29. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Government on 22 
September launched Pt. 
Deen Dayal Upadhayay 
Vigyan Gram Sankul 
Pariyojana.

The International Monetary Fund lowered India’s growth forecast for 2017 to 6.7%.
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 (B) The project has been 
inspired by teachings and 
ideals of Pt. Deen Dayal 
Upadhayay whose birth 
centenary falls in the year 
2017.

 (C)  Four clusters in Uttarakhand 
at Gaindikhata, Bazeera, 
Bhigun (in Garhwal) and 
Kausani (in Kumaon) 
have been selected for the 
intervention.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) All A, B and C  
(5) None of these

Q.30. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) PENCIL portal aims at 
prevention of Human 
Trafficking. 

 (B) The Districts will nominate 
District Nodal Officers 
(DNOs) to receive the 
complaints.

 (C) Till September 2017, 7 
states have appointed the 
DNOs.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are false?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) All A, B and C  
(5) None of these

Q.31. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Kandla Port Trust has been 
renamed as Malviya Port 
Trust. 

 (B) Kandla Port is one of the 
twelve major ports in 
India. 

 (C) Kandla port is the second 
largest port of India by 
volume of cargo it handled.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) All A, B and C  
(5) None of these

Q.32. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Govt. has launched a Web 
Portal of Warehousing 
Development and 
Regulatory Authority 
(WDRA) & Electronic 
Negotiable Warehouse 
Receipt (e-NWR).

 (B) The e-NWRs would 
be immune from any 
tempering, mutilation, 
fudging, loss or damage 
and with no possibility of 
any multiple financing.

 (C) The NWRs will facilitate 
an easy pledge financing 
by banks and other 
financial institutions.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) All A, B and C  
(5) None of these

Q.33. Who among the following 
launched the Divyang Sarathi 
mobile application recently? 

 (1) Thaawarchand Gehlot 
(2) Rajnath Singh 
(3) Maneka Sanjay Gandhi 
(4) Ravi Shankar Prasad 
(5) None of these

Q.34. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Prime Minister has 
launched ‘Pradhan Mantri 
Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar 
Yojana’- Saubhagya in 
September 2017.

 (B) Through Saubhagya 
scheme, the government 
would supply electricity to 
all household by the end of 
2020.

 (C) Saubhagya scheme is 
budgeted to be Rs 16,320 
crore.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are false?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) All A, B and C  
(5) None of these

Q.35. Nargund is taluk of which state 
which was recently declared as 
Open Defecation Free by the 
Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu in September 2017?

 (1) Karnataka  
(2) Andhra Pradesh 
(3) Kerala  
(4) Telangana  
(5) None of these

Q.36. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Cabinet has given its 
nod for implementation 
of umbrella scheme of 
“Modernisation of Police 
Forces (MPF)” for years 
2017-18 to 2019-20. 

 (B) The total budget outlay 
for the Modernisation of 
Police Forces scheme over 
the three year’s period is 
Rs.25,060 crore.

 (C) From 2005 to 2015, Crime 
per lakh persons increased 
by 28%.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) All A, B and C  
(5) None of these

Q.37. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) Cabinet has increased the 
retirement age of doctors 
to 62 years. 

 (B) This decision shall be 
applicable to all Central 
Health Service (CHS) 
doctors.

 (C) The Central government 
had already increased the 
retirement age of medical 
officers working in central 
forces like the BSF, and 
CRPF to 65 years. 

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only  
(3) C only   
(4) All A, B and C  
(5) None of these

Iceland has qualified for the World Cup finals for the first time in history. 
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Q.38. Consider the following 
statements:

 (A) National Disaster 
Management Authority 
celebrated its 13th 
Formation Day on 28 
September 2017.

 (B) The theme of the 
celebration was ‘School 
Safety’. 

 (C) The disaster management 
authority released 
the National Disaster 
Management Guidelines 
on School Safety Policy in 
February, 2016.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are true?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) All A, B and C  
(5) None of these

Q.39. Consider the following 
statements regarding key 
Decisions announced by 
Government for transforming 
Indian Railways:

 (A) Eliminate the 5,000 
unmanned crossings in a 
time-bound manner.

 (B) Increase the speed of 700 
trains.

 (C) A complete electrification 
of Indian railways by 
2020.

 Which of the statements 
given above is/are false?

 (1) A only          
(2) B only     
(3) C only   
(4) All A, B and C  
(5) None of these

Q.40. The Aadhaar extension would 
cover as many as ----------- 
including free cooking gas to 
poor women, kerosene and 
fertiliser subsidy, targeted 
public distribution system and 
MGNREGA.

 (1) 125 schemes 
(2) 135 schemes 
(3) 145 schemes 
(4) 155 schemes 
(5) None of these

Q.41. Scientists belonging to which 
nation have developed a smart 
bandage that can cause better 
and faster healing?

 (1) Japan  (2) China  
(3) US (4) Germany  
(5) None of these 

Q.42. Rafael Nadal has beaten which 
tennis player to win his 6th 
ATP title of the year 2017?

 (1) Roger Federer 
(2) Alexander Zverev  
(3) Dominic Thiem  
(4) Nick Kyrgios 
(5) None of these 

Q.43. Which player won the women’s 
singles event at China Open 
2017?

 (1) Caroline Garcia 
(2) Simona Halep  
(3) Elina Svitolina  
(4) Karolina Pliskova 
(5) None of these 

Q.44. Who launched the nation-wide 
immunisation drive, Intensified 
Mission Indradhanush, on 8 
October 2017?

 (1) Venkaiah Naidu 
(2) Narendra Modi 
(3) Ram Nath Kovind 
(4) Amit Shah  
(5) None of these 

Q.45. Who has become the first 
Indian to be honoured with 
the Anna Politkovskaya Award 
2017?

 (1) Sanjay Pathak  
(2) MM Kalburgi 
(3) Rajdev Ranjan  
(4) Gauri Lankesh 
(5) None of these 

Q.46. Who has won the 2017 Nobel 
Prize for Economics?

 (1) Richard Thaler  
(2) Michael W. Young 
(3) Kazuo Ishiguro 
(4) Joachim Frank  
(5) None of these 

Q.47. India celebrated 20-years of 
strategic corporation in 2017 
with which nation?

 (1) Japan  
(2) Russia  
(3) South Africa 
(4) Israel  
(5) None of these 

Q.48. The Union government has 
imposed anti-dumping duty on 
imports of steel wire rods from 
which nation?

 (1) Japan (2) China 
(3) Ukraine (4) Sri Lanka 
(5) None of these 

Q.49. Which Yojana was inaugurated 
by Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal in the 
state’s Silchar district?

 (1) Pradhan Mantri Kaushal 
Vikas Yojana

 (2) Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana Manipur

 (3) Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana 

 (4) Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana

 (5) None of these 
Q.50. What is the theme of the 

International Day for Disaster 
Reduction for the year 2017?

 (1) Home Safe Home: 
Reducing Exposure, 
Reducing Displacement

 (2) Disaster Reduction, 
Disaster preparedness

 (3)  Reducing impact of Natural 
Disasters 

 (4) Take action to reduce risk 
to disasters 

 (5) None of these 
Q.51. Which country has developed a 

laser gun for counter-terrorism 
operations?

 (1) Japan  
(2) North Korea 
(3) China  
(4) Russia  
(5) None of these 

Q.52. Indian naval ships, Satpura 
and Kadmatt, would be 
participating in naval exercise 
called PASSEX with which 
nation?

 (1) Russia  
(2) Japan  
(3) South Korea 
(4) US  
(5) None of these 

Q.53. What is the theme of the 
Bachao Beti Padhao Week that 
is going to be celebrated from 
10-14 October?

Japan has launched its 4th Michibiki satellite for a new high precision GPS. 
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 (1) The Daughters of New 
India

 (2) Sukanya Samriddhi
 (3) Sarva Shiksha, Kanya 

Saakshart
 (4) Educate Her for Brighter 

Future
 (5) None of these 
Q.54. Name two World Bank 

supported schemes approved 
on 12 October 2017 by Cabinet 
Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA) to boost Skill 
India Mission-

 (1) Pradhan Mantri Awas Vikas 
Yojana(PMKVY)

 (2) SANKALP and STRIVE
 (3) National Skill Development 

Yojana
 (4) Jan Dhan Yojana
 (5) None of these 
Q.55. The 150th Birth Anniversary 

of Mahatma Gandhi will be 
celebrated during which of the 
following years?

 (1) 2 October 2019 - 2 October 
2020

 (2) 2 October 2018 - 2 October 
2019

 (3) 2 October 2022 - October 
2023

 (4) 2 October 2020 - 2 October 
2021

 (5) None of these 
Q.56. The 8th Conference of the 

Association of SAARC 
Speakers and Parliamentarians 
is scheduled to be held in 
which city?

 (1) New Delhi  
(2) Colombo  
(3) Dhaka  
(4) Kathmandu  
(5) None of these 

Q.57. The Bi-annual Director 
General- level talks have 
begun in New Delhi between 
India and which bordering 
nation?

 (1) China  
(2) Bangladesh  
(3) Bhutan  
(4) Nepal  
(5) None of these 

Q.58. Retired justice G Rohini would 
be heading the 5-member 
commission formed by the 
Indian President to examine 
sub-categorisation of OBCs. 
She was the first woman Chief 
Justice of which High Court?

 (1) Bombay High Court 
(2) Allahabad High Court 
(3) Delhi High Court 
(4) Madras High Court 
(5) None of these 

Q.59. Who has been appointed as the 
new Governor of Bihar?

 (1) Satya Pal Malik 
(2) Banwarilal Purohit  
(3) Jagdish Mukhi 
(4) Ganga Prasad 
(5) None of these 

Q.60. Who has been appointed as the 
new Governor of Tamil Nadu?

 (1) B. D. Mishra 
(2) Banwarilal Purohit  
(3) Jagdish Mukhi 
(4) Ganga Prasad 
(5) None of these 

Q.61. Which state has topped all 
others by building 3.52 lakh 
toilet units in 17 days?

 (1) Karnataka  
(2) Madhya Pradesh 
(3) Uttar Pradesh 
(4) Rajasthan   
(5) None of these 

Q.62. The eighth annual Global 
Entrepreneurship Summit 
(GES) 2017 will be held in 
which Indian city?

 (1) Pune (2) New Delhi  
(3) Bangalore (4) Hyderabad 
(5) None of these 

Q.63. Who will be leading the US 
Delegation at the GES 2017?

 (1) Ivanka Trump 
(2) Jim Mattis  
(3) Donald Trump 
(4) Rex Tillerson 
(5) None of these 

Q.64. India signed agreements on 
trade, communication and 
media with which nation?

 (1) Ethiopia (2) Germany 
(3) US (4) Lithuania 
(5) None of these 

Q.65. The 14th India and European 
Union summit was held in 
which Indian city?

 (1) Pune (2) Hyderabad 
(3) New Delhi (4) Kochi 
(5) None of these 

Q.66. The first-ever ASEAN-India 
Music Festival is being held in 
which city?

 (1) Bangkok (2) Pune 
(3) New Delhi (4) Manila 
(5) None of these

Q.67. Who is the captain of the 
Indian U-17 football side, 
which has become first-ever 
Indian team to participate in a 
FIFA tournament?

 (1) Amarjit Singh Kiyam  
(2) Dheeraj Singh 
(3) Anwar Ali  
(4) Aniket Jadhav 
(5) None of these 

Q.68. Which country has signed a 
massive USD 4.5 billion third 
line of credit (LoC) agreement 
with India?

 (1) Bhutan (2) Nepal 
(3) Bangladesh  (4) Sri Lanka  
(5) None of these 

Q.69. Director General of ICMR, 
Soumya Swaminathan, has 
been appointed as the Deputy 
Director General of which 
international body?

 (1) World Health Organization
 (2) Global Health Council
 (3) International Medical Corps
 (4) International Federation 

of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies

 (5) None of these 
Q.70. Who has been appointed as the 

new chairman of SBI?
 (1) Aswini Kumar 

(2) Rajeev Rishi 
(3) S.S. Mundra 
(4) Rajnish Kumar 
(5) None of these 

Q.71. When is the International Day 
for the Total Elimination of 
Nuclear Weapons observed 
every year?

 (1) 26 September 
(2) 27 September 
(3) 28 September 
(4) 29 September 
(5) None of these 

Umang Bedi Facebook India Managing Director resigned from his position in October 2017.
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Q.72. Which ship was recently 
commissioned into Indian 
Navy at Naval Dockyard, 
Mumbai?

 (1) INS Sindhu  
(2) INS Vinayak 
(3) INS Tiyahu  
(4) INS TARASA 
(5) None of these 

Q.73. Which union minister 
launched an accessible 
and comprehensive mobile 
App “Divyang Sarathi” for 
Divyangs?

 (1) Thaawarchand Gehlot 
(2) Venkaiah Naidu  
(3) Rajnath Singh 
(4) Arun Jaitley  
(5) None of these 

Q.74. Which web portal was 
launched by the Union 
Government for effective 
implementation of National 
Child Labour Project?

 (1) STAPLE (2) PENCIL 
(3) CARE (4) RUBBIC 
(5) None of these 

Q.75. Who is the head of the recently 
constituted Prime Minister 
Economic Advisory Council 
(PMEAC)?

 (1) Surjit Bhalla 
(2) Ratan Watal  
(3) Bibek Debroy 
(4) Ashima Goyal 
(5) None of these 

Q.76. What is the theme of the 2017 
World Rabies Day?

 (1) Rabies: Educate. Vaccinate. 
Eliminate.  
(2) End Rabies Together 
(3) Rabies: Zero By 30 
(4) None of the above 
(5) None of these 

Q.77. The India International 
Science Festival 2017 will be 
held in October 2017 in which 
of the following cities?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Mumbai 
(3) Kolkata (4) Chennai 
(5) None of these 

Q.78. When was the 190th Gunners 
Day celebrated?

 (1) 28 September 2017 
(2) 29 September 2017 
(3) 27 September 2017 

(4) 26 September 2017 
(5) None of these 

Q.79. The deadline for obtaining 
Aadhaar has been extended till 
when?

 (1) 30 November 2017 
(2) 31 December 2017 
(3) 31 October 2017 
(4) 31 January 2018 
(5) None of these 

Q.80. The World Maritime Day 2017 
was observed globally with 
what theme?

 (1) Connecting Ships, Ports 
and People

 (2) Shipping: indispensable to 
the world

 (3) IMO Conventions: Effective 
Implementation

 (4) Sustainable development: 
IMO’s contribution beyond 
Rio+20

 (5) None of these 
Q.81. As announced by the Union 

Ministry of Water Resources 
recently, water storage level 
of 91 major reservoirs of India 
went up by how many percent?

 (1) 2 per cent  
(2) 1.5 per cent  
(3) 0.5 percent  
(4) 3 per cent  
(5) None of these 

Q.82. What is the newly revised cost 
norm that has been approved 
by the Union Cabinet for the 
severely malnourished children?

 (1) Rs 8 (2) Rs 12 
(3) Rs 9.50 (4) Rs 16 
(5) None of these 

Q.83. This iconic 1965 Indo-Pak war 
hero, the first-ever Marshal of 
the Indian Air Force passed 
away on 16 September 2017. 
What is his name?

 (1) Arjan Singh  
(2) Arijit Singh  
(3) Harpreet Singh 
(4) Balbeer Singh 
(5) None of these 

Q.84. Which state’s government has 
announced the setting up of a 
well-equipped skill city?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  
(2) Assam   
(3) Gujarat   

(4) Telangana  
(5) None of these 

Q.85. India has exempted import 
duty on a range of sporting 
goods and equipments for 
which major sporting event?

 (1) FIFA U-17 World Cup 
(2) National Games 
 (3) BWF World Senior  
      Championships  
(4) Pro Kabaddi League 
(5) None of these

Q.86. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
has launched Google’s Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI) 
based digital payment service. 
What is the service called?

 (1) Ezetap (2) Citrus Pay 
(3) Nexa (4) Tez 
(5) None of these 

Q.87. The WCD Ministry is holding 
1st National Conference on 
Mission Mode to address 
which raging issue?

 (1) Under Nutrition 
(2) Illiteracy  
(3) Gender Inequality  
(4) Hygiene& Sanitation 
(5) None of these 

Q.88. Which among the following 
cricket teams has not directly 
qualified for the ICC Cricket 
World Cup 2019?

 (1) India   
(2) Pakistan   
(3) Bangladesh   
(4) West Indies  
(5) None of these 

Q.89.  Which of following steel 
making companies supplied 
80 per cent of steel for the 
construction of the Sardar 
Sarovar Dam Project?

 (1) Steel Authority of India   
(2) Rashtriya Ispat Nigam 
(3) Tata Steel  
(4) POSCO India 
(5) None of these 

Q.90.  Which of the following species 
was recently moved from 
‘Endangered’ to ‘Vulnerable’ 
category in the IUCN Red List?

 (1) African Penguin 
(2) Asiatic Lion  
(3) Lear’s Macaw 
(4) Snow Leopard 
(5) None of these 

Piperazine discovered at IIT Roorkee is used to fight Chikungunya. 
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Q.91. Which of the following 
television series won the 
Outstanding Drama Series 
award at the 69th Annual 
Primetime Emmy Awards?

 (1) House of Cards 
(2) The Handmaid’s Tale 
(3) Westworld  
(4) This is Us  
(5) None of these 

Q.92. PV Sindhu recently became 
the first Indian shuttler to win 
the BWF Korean Open Super 
Series. Whom did she defeat to 
grab the title?

 (1) Nozomi Okuhara 
(2) Debby Susanto 
(3) Akane Yamaguchi 
(4) Sung Ji-hyun 
(5) None of these 

Q.93. Who was recently appointed 
as the Director-General of 
the National Investigation 
Agency?

 (1) Radha Vinod Raju 
(2) Sharad Kumar 
(3) Y  C Modi  
(4) None of the above 
(5) None of these 

Q.94.  Which of the following 
countries will conduct 
the BIMSTEC Disaster 
Management Exercise- 2017?

 (1) Bangladesh (2) Bhutan 
(3) India (4) Thailand 
(5) None of these 

Q.95. Rajnikant Mishra was recently 
named the new Chief of the 
Sashastra Seema Bal. He will 
replace

 (1) Ranjit Sinha  
(2) Pranay Sahay  
(3) U.K. Bansal  
(4) Archana Ramasundaram 
(5) None of these 

Q.96. Who has been appointed as 
the new CMD of National 
Hydroelectric Power Corporation 
(NHPC)?

 (1) Ratish Kumar 
(2) K.M. Singh  
(3) Anu Jain  
(4) Balraj Joshi  
(5) None of these 

Q.97. Which city is hosting the 
6th edition of International 

Textile and Apparel Fair 
“VASTRA-2017”?

 (1) Bhopal (2) New Delhi 
(3) Jaipur (4) Lucknow 
(5) None of these 

Q.98. Lillian Ross, the noted 
journalist has passed away. 
She hails from which country?

 (1) China  
(2) United States 
(3) Germany  
(4) France  
(5) None of these

Q.99. Which Indian film has been 
chosen as India’s official entry 
in the Best Foreign Language 
Film category at Oscars 2018?

 (1) Shubh Mangal Savdhan 
(2) Bhoomi  
(3) Toilet: Ek Prem Katha 
(4) Newton  
(5) None of these 

Q.100. India’s first electric bus service 
has launched in which state?

 (1) Himachal Pradesh 
(2) Uttar Pradesh 
(3) Karnataka  
(4) Kerala  
(5) None of these 

Q.101. Which of the following is the 
India’s first indigenously built 
Scorpene submarine delivered 
to the Indian Navy?

 (1) INS Kalvari  
(2) INS Khanderi 
(3) INS Vela  
(4) INS Godavari 
(5) None of these

Q.102. Which of the following has 
become the world’s first airline 
to launch double beds in 
business class?

 (1) Emirates  
(2) Qatar Airways 
(3) Singapore Airlines 
(4) Cathay Pacific 
(5) None of these 

Q.103. Jake LaMotta, who passed 
away recently, was the 
legendary personality of which 
sports?

 (1) Table Tennis 
(2) Wrestling  
(3) Boxing  
(4) Sprint  
(5) None of these

Q.104. Who has been appointed 
as the new CMD of Cotton 
Corporation of India (CCI)?

 (1) Nikhil Kumar Jain 
(2) P Alli Rani  
(3) Satish Chandra Misra 
(4) Aditya Prasad Padhi 
(5) None of these 

Q.105. Which union minister has 
launched a nation-wide ‘Pradhan 
Mantri LPG Panchayat’?

 (1) Dharmendra Pradhan 
(2) Narendra Modi 
(3) Prakash Javadekar 
(4) D.V. Sadananda Gowda 
(5) None of these 

Q.106. The 2017 Bathukamma festival 
has started in which state?

 (1) Kerala  
(2) Telangana   
(3) Karnataka  
(4) Maharashtra 
(5) None of these 

Q.107. Who has become the first 
Indian to be picked as AIBA 
representative at IOC athletes’ 
forum?

 (1) Sachin Tendulkar 
(2) Milkha Singh 
(3) Abhinav Bindra 
(4) Mary Kom  
(5) None of these 

Q.108. Which union minister has 
launched multi-media exhibition 
“Naya Bharat-Hum Karke 
Rahenge”?

 (1) Alphons Kannanthanam 
(2) Ravi Shankar Prasad 
(3) J P Nadda  
(4) Nitin Gadkari 
(5) None of these 

Q.109. The joint military training 
exercise “Panda-Kangaroo 
2017” was held between 
Australia and which country?

 (1) South Korea 
(2) China  
(3) Thailand  
(4) Singapore  
(5) None of these 

Q.110. The Brahmagiri Wildlife 
Sanctuary (BWS) is located in 
which state?

 (1) Kerala (2) Karnataka 
(3) Odisha (4) Assam 
(5) None of these 

Anupam Kher has been appointed as the chairman of the Film and Television Institute of India. 
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Q.111.  Abdul Majid, the famous actor, 
Director and writer passed 
away. He hailed from which 
state?

 (1) Assam  (2) Manipur 
(3) Mizoram (4) Nagaland 
(5) None of these 

Q.112. The Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) has sanctioned how 
much amount of loan facility 
to carry forward fiscal reforms 
in West Bengal?

 (1) $400 million 
(2) $300 million 
(3) $250 million 
(4) $500 million 
(5) None of these 

Q.113. Dabur India has tied up with 
which e-commerce major 
for an online ayurveda 
marketplace?

 (1) Myntra (2) Flipkart 
(3) Amazon  (4) Snapdeal 
(5) None of these 

Q.114. Which campaign will 
be launched by Central 
Government to promote 
development and cleanliness 
in rural areas?

 (1) Swachh Gram Samridh 
Bharat

 (2) Gram Samridhi Evam 
Swachhta

 (3) Bharat Gram Swachhta 
Samridhi

 (4) Swachh Bharat Swachh 
Gram

 (5) None of these 
Q.115. Which Indian personality has 

been chosen for the 2017 Von 
Hippel Award?

 (1) C.N.R. Rao  
(2) Anil Kakodkar 
(3) M. S. Swaminathan 
(4) G. Madhavan Nair 
(5) None of these 

Q.116. The Humanitarian Assistance 
and Disaster Relief (HADR) 
exercise ‘Pralay Sahayam’ was 
held in which state?

 (1) Kerala  
(2) Tamil Nadu  
(3) Telangana   
(4) Andhra Pradesh 
(5) None of these 

Q.117. Who is the newly appointed 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG) of India?

 (1) Rajiv Gauba 
(2) Sunil Arora  
(3) R.K. Raghavan 
(4) Rajiv Mehrishi 
(5) None of these 

Q.118. Arun Sadhu, who passed away 
recently, was the renowned 
writer of which language?

 (1) Telugu (2) Tamil 
(3) Marathi (4) Odia 
(5) None of these 

Q.119. Which union minister has 
launched Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar 
Yojana ‘Saubhagya’ to supply 
electricity to poor households?

 (1) J P Nadda  
(2) Rajnath Singh 
(3) Arun Jaitely  
(4) Narendra Modi 
(5) None of these 

Q.120. Who has clinched the women’s 
singles U-19 title at the Belgian 
Junior Open badminton 
tournament?

 (1) Maneesha Arora 
(2) Vaishnavi Reddy 
(3) Arathi Sara   
(4) Nikita Soni  
(5) None of these 

Q.121. Bajrang has won gold at the 
Asian Indoor and Martial Arts 
Games. He is associated with 
which sports?

 (1) Wrestling (2) Boxing 
(3) Judo (4) Chess 
(5) None of these 

Q.122. Which state is hosting the 
57th National Open Athletics 
Championships 2017?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh 
(2) Tamil Nadu   
(3) Madhya Pradesh 
(4) Odisha  
(5) None of these 

Q.123. Which state government has 
declared 2017 as e-Pragati 
year?

 (1) Andhra Pradesh 
(2) Uttar Pradesh 
(3) Assam  
(4) Karnataka  
(5) None of these 

Q.124. Which country hosted the 7th 
ASEM Economic Ministers’ 
Meeting (ASEM EMM7)?

 (1) Japan  
(2) South Korea 
(3) China  
(4) Netherlands  
(5) None of these 

Q.125. Which city is hosting the 
Global Wildlife Programme 
(GWP) conference-2017?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Udaipur 
(3) Indore (4) Kanpur 
(5) None of these 

Q.126. Which committee has drafted 
the 3rd National Wildlife 
Action Plan (NWAP) for 2017-
2031?

 (1) Krishna Murthy committee  
(2) JC Kala committee  
 (3) Prabhakar Reddy committee  
(4) K C Patan committee 
(5) None of these 

Q.127. What is the theme of the 2017 
United Nations (UN)’s World 
Habitat Day (WHD)?

 (1) Housing public spaces for 
all

 (2) Housing Policies: Affordable 
Homes

 (3) Housing at the Centre
 (4)  Housing & Climate 

Change Policies
 (5) None of these 
Q.128. Which of the following 

have won the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry 2017?

 (1) Jean-Pierre Sauvage, 
Fraser Stoddart and Ben 
Feringa

 (2) Tomas Lindahl and Paul L. 
Modrich

 (3) Brian K. Kobilka and 
Robert J. Lefkowitz

 (4) Jacques Dubochet, Joachim 
Frank and Richard 
Henderson

 (5) None of these 
Q.129. For the first time, India and 

which neighboring state will 
conduct joint tiger census using 
a globally-recognised method?

 (1) Myanmar (2) Sri Lanka 
 (3) Nepal  (4) Bangladesh 
 (5) None of these 

Preeti Sudan has been appointed as the new Union Health Secretary.
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Satya Pal Malik has been appointed as the new Governor of Bihar.

Q.130. Which union minister has 
launched SECURE Himalaya 
project in association with 
UNDP?

 (1) Narendra Modi 
(2) Harsh Vardhan 
(3) Rajnath Singh 
(4) Nitin Gadkari 
(5) None of these 

Q.131. Which state government has 
launched ‘Mathru Poorna’ 
scheme for pregnant women?

 (1) Karnataka   
(2) Tamil Nadu  
(3) Odisha  
(4) Andhra Pradesh 
(5) None of these 

Q.132. Who has become the first 
Indian to hold deputy director 
general post at World Health 
Organisation (WHO)?

 (1) Ritu Karidhal 
(2) Soumya Swaminathan 
(3) Minal Sampath 
(4) Anuradha TK 
(5) None of these 

Q.133. Who has been appointed as 
the new chairman of the State 
Bank of India (SBI)?

 (1) Ravindra Dholakia 
(2) Rajnish Kumar 
(3) Moumita Dutta 
(4) Nandini Harinath 
(5) None of these 

Q.134. Where is the headquarters 
of the Institute of Company 
Secretaries of India (ICSI)?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Lucknow 
(3) Gandhinagar (4) Kochi 
(5) None of these

Q.135. Which of the following 
has become the first Open 
Defecation Free (ODF) tribe 
district of Rajasthan?

 (1) Dungarpur (2) Ajmer 
(3) Churu (4) Tonk 
(5) None of these 

Q.136. Who is leading the Indian 
delegation at the 8th 
Conference of Association 
of SAARC Speakers and 
Parliamentarians?

 (1) Maneka Gandhi 
(2) Sumitra Mahajan 
(3) Sushma Swaraj 
(4) Arun Jaietly  
(5) None of these 

Q.137. The 2017 World Animal Day 
(WAD) is observed on which 
date?

 (1) October 5 (2) October 3 
(3) October 4 (4) October 6 
(5) None of these 

Q.138. Who has been sworn-in as the 
new Governor of Meghalaya?

 (1) Banwarilal Purohit  
(2) Prakash Kamat 
(3) Pavan Dahat 
(4) Ganga Prasad 
(5) None of these 

Q.139. The Chakrashila Wildlife 
Sanctuary (CWS) is located in 
which state?

 (1) Odisha  
(2) Assam   
(3) Uttar Pradesh 
(4) Chhattisgarh 
(5) None of these 

Q.140. Which high-level committee 
has been constituted by 
the Union government for 
proper management of water 
resources in the NE region?

 (1) Rajiv Kumar committee 
(2) Jagdish Mukhi committee 
(3) Ram Das committee 
(4) B D Mishra committee 
(5) None of these 

Q.141. From where the Union 
Ministry of Tourism has started 
‘Paryatan Parv’ to promote 
tourism across India?

 (1) Delhi  
(2) Pune  
(3) Gandhi Nagar 
(4) Kochi  
(5) None of these 

Q.142. Pooja Kadian is associated 
with which sports?

 (1) Table Tennis 
(2) Badminton  
(3) Boxing  
(4) Wushu  
(5) None of these 

Q.143. Purushottam Lal Kaushik, who 
passed away recently, was 
associated with which field?

 (1) Journalism  
(2) Film Industry 
(3) Politics  
(4) Photography 
(5) None of these 

Q.144. Which insurance company has 
launched ‘Neo’ a servicing bot 
for Twitter?

 (1) ICICI Prudential Life  
      Insurance  
(2) SBI Life  
(3) PNB Metlife 
(4) HDFC Life  
(5) None of these 

Q.145. Who has been appointed as 
the new Prime Minister of 
Mongolia?

 (1) Norovyn Altankhuyag 
(2) Jargaltulga Erdenebat 
(3) Khaltmaagiin Battulga 
(4) Ukhnaa Khurelsukh 
(5) None of these 

Q.146. The European Investment Bank 
(EIB) has signed how much of 
loan pact with India for Bangalore 
Metro Rail Project Phase II?

 (1) € 400 million 
(2) € 500 million 
(3) € 300 million 
(4) € 200 million 
(5) None of these 

Q.147. Which city is hosting the first 
ever ASEAN-India Music 
Festival?

 (1) Lucknow (2) New Delhi 
(3) Guwahati (4) Chennai 
(5) None of these 

Q.148. Which state government has 
launched a mass marriage scheme 
‘Mukhyamantri Samoohik 
Vivaah Yojana’ for BPL families?

 (1) Assam  
(2) Madhya Pradesh 
(3) Rajasthan  
(4) Uttar Pradesh 
(5) None of these 

Q.149. Which city to host the first-ever 
conference of Partner NGOs?

 (1) Pune  
(2) Ahmedabad  
(3) New Delhi  
(4) Lucknow  
(5) None of these 

Q.150. Who has become the first 
person from India to win Anna 
Politkovskaya Award?

 (1) Rajdev Ranjan 
(2) Gauri Lankesh 
(3) Tarun Kumar Acharya 
(4) M. V. N. Shankar 
(5) None of these 
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Q.151. Kundan Shah, who passed 
away recently, was the 
renowned personality of which 
field?

 (1) Journalism  
(2) Sports  
(3) Film Industry 
(4) Politics  
(5) None of these 

Q.152. The Union government has set 
up a study group to examine 
the problems of people along 
IB, LOC in J&K. Who will 
head the team?

 (1) Rina Mitra  
(2) Sunil Ajmera 
(3) Ajit Doval  
(4) Rajiv Kumar 
(5) None of these 

Q.153. The 2017 Nobel Peace Prize has 
been awarded to International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons (ICAN). Where is 
the headquarters of ICAN?

 (1) London (2) New York 
(3) Warsaw (4) Geneva 
(5) None of these 

Q.154. Which Indian sportsperson 
has clinched the World 
Open Under-16 Snooker 
Championship-2017?

 (1) Arantxa Sanchis 
(2) Keerthana Pandian 
(3) Anupama Ramachandran 
(4) Anuja Thakur 
(5) None of these 

Q.155. Who has won the Nobel Prize 
in Economic Sciences 2017?

 (1) George F. Loewenstein 
(2) Colin F Camerer 
(3) Stewart C. Myers 
(4) Richard H. Thaler 
(5) None of these 

Q.156. Who has won the 2017 men 
singles title at the Bulgarian 
International Future Series 
Tennis tournament?

 (1) RMV Gurusaidutt 
(2) Muhammed Ali Kurt 
(3) Ramkumar Ramanathan 
(4) Sumit Nagal 
(5) None of these 

Q.157. Which Indian personality has 
been conferred the ‘Cross of 
the Order of Merit’, the highest 
civilian honour of Germany?

 (1) Aditya Mangal 
(2) Rajesh Nath  
(3) Deepak Chauhan 
(4) Milind Gupta 
(5) None of these 

Q.158. Samiya Imad Farooqui has 
clinched gold at women’s 
singles U-15 Asian Junior 
Championship (AJC). She 
hails from which city?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Hyderabad 
(3) Lucknow (4) Jaipur 
(5) None of these 

Q.159. The Melkote Temple Wildlife 
Sanctuary (MTWS) is located 
in which state?

 (1) Karnataka   
(2) Chhattisgarh 
(3) Kerala  
(4) Odisha  
(5) None of these 

Q.160. President Ram Nath 
Kovind has launched Mata 
Amritanandamayi Math 
Project ‘Jeevamritham’ from 
which state?

 (1) Mizoram  
(2) Kerala  
(3) Andhra Pradesh 
(4) Karnataka  
(5) None of these 

Q.161. Under ‘Ek Bharat, Shrestha 
Bhara’programme, which 
of the following states have 
signed MoU to boost cultural 
ties?

 (1) Arunachal Pradesh, Kerala 
and Karnataka

 (2) Madhya Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh and Meghalaya

 (3) Andhra Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh

 (4) Arunachal Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh and Meghalaya

 (5) None of these 
Q.162. Who has won the 2017 China 

Open Tennis tournament?
 (1) Roger Federer 

(2) Nick Kyrgios 
(3) Rafael Nadal 
(4) Novak Djokovic 
(5) None of these 

Q.163. Who has been chosen for the 
2017 Vayalar Ramavarma 
Literacy award?

 (1) Subhash Chandran 
(2) U. K. Kumaran 
(3) T D Ramakrishna 
(4) K. R. Meera  
(5) None of these 

Q.164. Which country is hosting the 
International Conference on 
Dialogue of Civilizations – 
IV?

 (1) India  (2) Turkey 
(3) Egypt (4) China 
(5) None of these 

Q.165. Which IIT institute has signed 
a MoU with Samsung for 
digital academy?

 (1) IIT-Bombay  
(2) IIT-Madras  
(3) IIT-Kharagpur 
(4) IIT-Indore  
(5) None of these 

Q.166. Which state government has 
launched ‘Solar Briefcase’ to 
provide electricity in remote 
areas?

 (1) Jharkhand  
(2) Uttarakhand  
(3) Uttar Pradesh 
(4) Madhya Pradesh 
(5) None of these 

Q.167. What is the theme of the 2017 
International Conference on 
Yoga?

 (1) Yoga for life 
(2) Yoga for holistic health 
(3) Yoga for wellness 
(4) Yoga for body and beyond 
(5) None of these 

Q.168. Which state has become the 
India’s first state to incorporate 
skill development programme 
in higher education?

 (1) Himachal Pradesh 
(2) Chattisgarh  
(3) Punjab  
(4) Rajasthan  
(5) None of these 

Q.169. Who will head the US-India 
Business Council (USIBC)?

 (1) S Jaishankar 
(2) Nisha Biswal 
(3) Richard Verma 
(4) Nikhil Chopra 
(5) None of these 

Q.170. What is the theme of the 2017 
World Mental Health Day 
(WMHD)?

Banwarilal Purohit has been made the new Governor of Tamil Nadu. 
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 (1) Psychological first aid
 (2) Mental health and older 

adults
 (3) Dignity in mental health
 (4) Mental health in the 

workplace
 (5) None of these 
Q.171. Which of the following has been 

named as the India’s best FMCG 
company in the food sector by 
the International Advertising 
Association (IAA)?

 (1) Patanjali Ayurved 
(2) Nestle India  
(3) Amul  
(4) Dabur India  
(5) None of these 

Q.172. The Maenam Wildlife Sanctuary 
(MWS) is located in which 
state?

 (1) Sikkim   
(2) Chhattisgarh 
(3) Kerala  
(4) Nagaland  
(5) None of these 

Q.173. Who has been appointed 
the new Ambassador to 
Principality of Monaco?

 (1) Sanjiv Singla 
(2) Arun Kumar Singh 
(3) Mohan Kumar 
(4) V M Kwatra 
(5) None of these 

Q.174. Who has been sworn-in as the 
new Governor of Assam?

 (1) E.S.L. Narasimhan 
(2) Bhanwarilal Purohit 
(3) Keshari Nath Tripathi 
(4) Jagdish Mukhi 
(5) None of these 

Q.175. Who has been bestowed with 
the 2017 Lal Bahadur Shastri 
National Award for Excellence 
in Public Administration, 
Academics and Management?

 (1) Meera Thakur 
(2) Bindeshwar Pathak 
(3) K C Gupta  
(4) M N Ramakrishna 
(5) None of these 

Q.176. Which city is hosting the 48th 
Conference of Governors?

 (1) New Delhi  
(2) Ahmedabad  
(3) Kochi  
(4) Kolkata  
(5) None of these 

Q.177. India to sign pact with which 
country for setting up flexible 
LNG market?

 (1) South Korea (2) Japan  
 (3) Myanmar (4) China 
 (5) None of these 

Q.178. Who chaired the first meeting 
of the newly-constituted 
Economic Advisory Council 
to Prime Minister (EAC-PM)?

 (1) Ratan P. Watal 
(2) Surjit Bhalla 
(3) Bibey Debroy 
(4) Kirti Kumar  
(5) None of these 

Q.179. Who will head the 2nd National 
Judicial Pay Commission 
(NJPC) to look into pay hike 
issue of lower court judges?

 (1) R C Lahoti  
(2) E Padhmanabhan 
(3) Jagannatha Shetty 
(4) PV Reddi  
(5) None of these 

Q.180. Gurbax Singh Sandhu has 
been honoured with the 2017 
National Awards for senior 
citizens. He is associated with 
which sports?

 (1) Boxing  (2) Tennis 
(3) Cricket (4) Wrestling 
(5) None of these 

Q.181. Which parliamentary committee 
on External Affairs has been 
formed to examine India-China 
relations?

 (1) Subhash Ramrao Bhamre 
committee

 (2) Shashi Tharoor committee
 (3) Sushma Swaraj committee
 (4) Jual Oram committee
 (5) None of these 
Q.182. Jemson Ningthoujam is 

associated with which sports?
 (1) Boxing (2) Tennis 

(3) Chess (4) Archery 
(5) None of these 

Q.183. Who has become the first 
Indian Brand Ambassador of 
Laureus?

 (1) Sachin Tendulkar 
(2) Yuvraj Singh 
(3) Rahul Dravid 
(4) Kapil Dev  
(5) None of these 

Q.184. Which country to host the 17th 
edition of the AFC Asian Cup 
– 2019?

 (1) UAE (2) India 
(3) Israel (4) China 
(5) None of these 

Q.185. Who has become the 1st 
cricketer from Bangladesh to 
be inducted in MCC World 
Cricket Committee?

 (1) Mehedi Hasan Miraz 
(2) Soumya Sarkar 
(3) Shakib Al Hasan 
(4) Nasir Hossain 
(5) None of these 

Q.186. Which city is hosting the 3rd 
edition of the India International 
Science Festival (IISF-2017)?

 (1) Lucknow (2) New Delhi 
(3) Guwahati (4) Chennai 
(5) None of these 

Q.187. Who has been chosen for the 
2017 Mathrubhumi Literary 
award (MLA)?

 (1) M Leelavathy 
(2) M K Sanu  
(3) Vishnu Narayanan Namboothiri 
(4) C Radhakrishnan 
(5) None of these 

Q.188. What is the theme of 2017 
International Day for Disaster 
Reduction (IDDR)?

 (1) Home Safe Home: Live to 
Tell

 (2) Home Safe Home: Resilience 
is for Life

 (3) Home Safe Home: Reducing 
Exposure, Reducing  
Displacement

 (4) Home Safe Home: Living 
with Disability and Disasters

 (5) None of these
Q.189. Who will be the new Director-

General (DG) of UNESCO?
 (1) Audrey Azoulay 

(2) Hamad Kawari 
(3) Fleur Pellerin 
(4) Irina Bokova 
(5) None of these 

Q.190. Who has won the Indira 
Gandhi Award for National 
Integration for 2015 -16?

 (1) Shyam Benegal 
(2) T M Krishna 
(3) Javed Akhtar 
(4) P N Haksar  
(5) None of these 

PV Sindhu has been appointed as the brand ambassador of ‘Swachh Andhra Mission’.
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World Habitat Day was celebrated on 2 October 2017. 

Q.191. The world’s largest 
combustion research centre 
has inaugurated in which IIT 
institute?

 (1) IIT Bombay (2) IIT Indore 
(3) IIT Madras (4) IIT Kharagpur 
(5) None of these 

Q.192. Who has been appointed as 
the India’s new ambassador to 
China?

 (1) Vijay Keshav Gokhale 
(2) Ajay Bisaria  
(3) K P Prasad

 (4) Gautam Bambawale 
(5) None of these 

Q.193. Which city to host International 
Puppet Festival (IPF-2017)?

 (1) Kolkata (2) New Delhi 
(3) Kochi (4) Lucknow 
(5) None of these 

Q.194. Which Indian Armed Force has 
launched an innovative mobile 
health App “MedWatch”?

 (1) Indian Army 
(2) Indian Coast Guard 
(3) Indian Air Force 
(4) Indian Navy  
(5) None of these 

Q.195. Which of the following has 
become the first Indian Oil 
Marketing Company (OMC) to 
launch lubricants in Myanmar?

 (1) Oil and Natural Gas 
Corporation (ONGC)

 (2) Hindustan Petroleum  
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)

 (3) Bharat Petroleum  
Corporation Ltd (BPCL)

 (4) Gas Authority of India 
Limited (GAIL)

 (5) None of these 
Q.196. The world’s first negative 

emissions plant that turns CO2 
into stone has opened in which 
country?

 (1) United States 
(2) Norway   
(3) Iceland  
(4) Russia  
(5) None of these 

Q.197. Which Indian sportswoman 
has won triple gold at Egypt 
Junior and Cadet Open Table 
Tennis Championship 2017?

 (1) Mouma Das  
(2) Manika Batra 

(3) Selena Selvakumar 
(4) Poulomi Ghatak 
(5) None of these 

Q.198. Which country is hosting the 
6th annual LNG Producers 
Consumer Conference – 2017?

 (1) Japan (2) India 
(3) South Korea (4) China 
(5) None of these 

Q.199. Who has won the 2017 
Shanghai Masters tennis 
tournament?

 (1) Juan Martin del Potro 
(2) Roger Federer 
(3) Dominic Thiem 
(4) Rafael Nadal 
(5) None of these 

Q.200. Which football team has 
won the 37th All India 
Governor’s Gold Cup football 
tournament-2017?

 (1) Hindustan Eagles 
(2) Churchill Brothers 
(3) Delhi Dynamos 
(4) Mohun Bagan 
(5) None of these 
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REASONING & COMPUTER ABILITY
Q.1. In each question below is given a statement 

followed by two assumptions numbered I and II. 
An Assumption is something supposed or taken 
for granted. You have to consider statement and 
the following assumption and decide which of the 
assumptions is implicit in the statement.

 Statement : India and Switzerland will start 
exchanging infomation on Tax related matters from 
the next financial year to pave the way for obtaining 
data on black money stashed in Switzerland.

Assumption:   
(I)    Switzerland will start to provide information on tax 

related matters from -2012.
(II)   Some Indian citizen deposite the money in 

Switzerland on which they do not pay tax.
 (1) Only I is implicit.   
 (2) Only II is implicit.   
 (3) Either I or II is implicit.   
 (4) Neither I nor II is implicit.  
 (5) Both I and II is implicit.
Q.2. Each question below is followed by a statement and 

two arguments I and II. You have to decide which of 
the following arguments is a strong argument:

 Statement :  Recuritment in banks should be on 
the basis of past academic performance rather than 
through competitive examinations.

 Arguments : 
1.  Yes, it will be benefical for those candidates who 

are unable to bear the expenses of competitive 
examinations.

2.  No, the past academic performance cannot be 
made the basic of recruitment because there is no 
uniformity in the assessment by the universities.

 (1) If only argument I is strong  
 (2)  If only argument II is strong  
 (3) If either I or II is strong   
 (4) If neither I nor II is strong  
 (5) If both I and II are strong
Q.3. In each of the following questions a statement is 

given followed by two courses of action. A course of 
action is taken for improvement, follow up etc. Read 
the statement carefully and give answer -

Statement :  While laying pipes for one of the utility 
companies a huge fire broke out due to damage done 
to the gas pipelines

Courses of Action : 

I. All the licences of the utility companies should 
immediately be suspended pending enquiry into the 
incidence.

II. People residing in the area should be advised to stay 
indoors to avoid burn injuries.

 (1) If only Course of Action I follows. 

 (2) If only Course of Action II follows. 

 (3) If either Course of Action I or II follows 

 (4) If neither Course of Action I nor II follows.

 (5) If both Courses of Action I and II follows

Q.4. Allocation of a resources in a time dependent fashion 
to several program simultaneously called

 (1) multi user  (2) multi tasking

 (3) time sharing  (4) All

 (5) None of these

Q.5. Which statement is valid about magnetic tape?

 (1) It is a plastic ribbon   

 (2) It is coated on both sides with iron oxide 

 (3) It can be erased and reused  

 (4) All of the above    

 (5) None of these

Q.6. Peak Cell Rate (PCR), Sustainable Cell Rate (SCR), 
and Maximum Burst Size (MBS) are used for 
measurement of-

 (1) Bandwidth  

 (2) Channel Capacity

 (3) Frequency Modulation   

 (4) Amplitude distortion   

 (5) None of these

Q.7. A computer circuit board installed in a computer so 
that it can be connected to a network-

 (1) NIC (2) Hub  (3) RJ45 

 (4) Switc (5) Mother board

Q.8. What is an intranet that extends over the Internet 
called?

 (1) Globalnet (2) Outernet (3) Extranet

 (4) Opennet (5) None of these

Q.9-15. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below:

Kirstjen Nielsen has been nominated to head Homeland Security department of the United States.
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Eight players are standing in two parallel rows containing 
four persons each, in such a way that there is an equal 
distance between adjacent persons. In row-1, Virat 
Kohli, Zaheer Khan, Rohit Sharma and Gautam Gambhir 
are standing and all of them are facing south. In row-2, 
David Miller, Shikhar Dhawan, Suresh Raina and Steven 
Smith are standing and all of them are facing north. 
Therefore, in the given arrangement each person stand 
in a row faces another person of the other row. Each of 
them belongs to different teams viz. Mumbai Indians, 
Rising Pune Supergiant, Sunrisers Hyderabad, Kolkata 
Knight Riders, Kings XI Punjab, Delhi Daredevils, 
Gujarat Lions and Royal Challengers Bangalore, but not 
necessarily in the same order. The person from Mumbai 
Indians is second to the right of the person who faces 
Suresh Raina. The Immediate neighbour of person 
from Mumbai Indians faces the person from Sunrisers 
Hyderabad. Only one person stand between the person 
from Sunrisers Hyderabad and Shikhar Dhawan. Only 
One person stand between the one who faces Shikhar 
Dhawan and Virat Kohli.  The one who is immediate 
neighbour of Shikhar Dhawan faces person from Rising 
Pune Supergiant. A person facing the person from Rising 
Pune Supergiant is second to the right of the person 
from Kolkata Knight Riders. There is only one person 
between the person from Rising Pune Supergiant and 
Gautam Gambhir. Rohit Sharma faces the person from 
Royal Challengers Bangalore. Rohit Sharma is neither 
from Rising Pune Supergiant nor Kings XI Punjab. The 
person who is immediate neighbour of Steven Smith is 
facing the person from Gujarat Lions. Steven Smith is 
not an immediate neighbours of Shikhar Dhawan.

Q.9. Who amongs the following belongs to Rising Pune 
Supergiant? 

 (1) Gautam Gambhir (2) Steven Smith

 (3) Shikhar Dhawan (4) Zaheer Khan

 (5) Rohit Sharma

Q.10. Who amongst the following faces Gautam Gambhir?

 (1) Suresh Raina  (2) David Miller

 (3) Shikhar Dhawan (4) Steven Smith

 (5) Cannot be determined

Q.11. Which of the following pairs of persons is stand at 
the extreme ends in any of the two rows?

 (1) Gautam Gambhir, Zaheer Khan

 (2) Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma

 (3) David Miller, Virat Kohli

 (4) Shikhar Dhawan, David Miller

 (5) Rohit Sharma, Shikhar Dhawan

Q.12. Which of the following statements is not true 
regarding Rohit Sharma?

 (1)  Rohit Sharma is at the extreme right end of the 
row

 (2)  Rohit Sharma faces the person from Royal 
Challengers Bangalore

 (3)  Rohit Sharma is second to the left of Virat Kohli

 (4)  There are two persons between Rohit Sharma 
and Gautam Gambhir

 (5)  Rohit Sharma is an immediate neighbour the one 
who is from Gujarat Lions.

Q.13. Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 
based on the above seating arrangement and hence 
they form a group. Which one of the following does 
not belong to that group? 

 (1) Rohit Sharma  (2) Gautam Gambhir

 (3) Suresh Raina  (4) Steven Smith

 (5) Shikhar Dhawan

Q.14. Which of the following combinations of person and 
team is true?

 (1) Virat Kohli —  Royal Challengers Bangalore

 (2) Rohit Sharma — Mumbai Indians

 (3) Steven Smith — Sunrisers Hyderabad

 (4) Shikhar Dhawan — Gujarat Lions

 (5) Suresh Raina — Kings XI Punjab 

Q.15. Who amongst the following belongs to Kolkata 
Knight Riders?

 (1) Gautam Gambhir (2) Steven Smith

 (3) Rohit Sharma  (4) David Miller

 (5) Shikhar Dhawan

Q.16-18.  In a certain code language,

‘economy receiving very fast’ is written as ‘14va1 3jo5 
11ni5 20pa3’,

‘very essences of economy’ is written as ‘9su6 20pa3 
14lo19 3jo5’,

‘fast money in banks’ is written as ‘12gy15 5bt14 17ks1 
14va1’,

‘of banks in industry’ is written as ‘17ks1 16dm14 5bt14 
9su6’.

Q.16. What will be the code for “money market world’? 

 (1) 17yo1 20pa3 18lu15 (2) 7yo1  12gy15  19lu15

 (3) 17yo1 12gy15  20pa3 (4) 12gy15 16dm14 5bt14

 (5) 10gy25 16dm14 5bt14 

Prakash Raj has received Karanth award in October 2017. 
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Q.17. What will be the code for ‘Switch in industry’?

 (1) 16dm14 5bt14 20pa

 (2) 16dm14 5bt14 11tu23

 (3) 20pa3 14lo19 16dm14

 (4) 16dm14 5bt14 20pa

 (5) 20pa3 14lo10 18dm14

Q.18. What is the code for ‘Design’ in that code?

 (1) 14vo7 (2) 21vo17 (3) 9zo21

 (4) 10mu5 (5) 9mu5

Q.19-24. Word and number arrangement machine is given 
an input line of words and numbers, following a 
particular rule. The following is an illustration of 
input and rearrangement. (All the numbers are two 
digit numbers) 

Input    :  sea 25 57 41 rose gently 85 hot 32 lost 77 99 
beard 10 cost palm

Step I    : 10 beard 25 57 41 rose gently 85 hot 32 lost 77 
cost palm sea 99

Step II   :   10 25 beard cost 57 41 gently hot 32 lost 77 
palm rose sea 85 99 

Step III  :  10  25 32 beard cost gently 57 41 hot lost palm 
rose sea 77 85 99

Step IV  : 10  25 32 41 beard cost gently hot lost palm 
rose sea 57 77 85 99

Step V   : 12  27 34 43 beard cost gently hot lost palm 
rose sea 55 75 83 97

Step VI   : 12  27 34 43 30 57 83 43 66 42 57 25 55 75 83 97

Step VII  : 3    9    7   7   3   3   2   7   3   6   3   7   1   3   2   7

Step VIII :  9  81 49 49 9 144 121 49 144 36 144 49 100 
144 121 256

Step VIII : is the last step of the above arrangement as the 
intended arrangement is obtained.

As per the rules followed in the given steps, find out the 
appropriate steps for the given.

Input     : 31 11 win arm blanket zebra 24 81 team slip 62 
   55 dawn chip 91 78

Q.19. What is the sum of all numbers in Last Step? 

 (1) 1366 (2) 1475 (3) 1243

 (4) 1006 (5) 1221 

Q.20. What is the difference between third digit from the 
left and fifth digit from the right in step VII?

 (1) 3         (2) 7       (3) 4           (4) 2         (5) 1

Q.21. Which of the following represents the position of 
“slip” in the Step V?

 (1) Ninth from right (2) Eighth from left

 (3) Eighth from right (4) Seventh from left

 (5) Sixth from left

Q.22. How many elements (words/ numbers) are there 
between “dawn” and “81” as they appear in step IV?

 (1) Five (2) Six  (3) Seven

 (4) Four (5) Eight

Q.23. At which of the following position of  “dawn” would 
appear from the right in the Step III? 

 (1) Tenth (2) Ninth (3) Seventh

 (4) Fifth (5) Eighth

Q.24. Which element would be third to the left of the sixth 
element from the right in the Step VI?

 (1) dawn (2) 56  (3) 42

 (4) slip (5) 62

Q.25-32. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below:

Eight persons A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are sitting around 
a circular table facing the centre. Each one of them are 
travelling in different trains viz. Agra Express, Andaman 
Express, Azad Hind Express, Chennai Express, Darjeeling 
Mail, Goa Express, Golden Temple Mail and Rajdhani 
Express, but not necessarily in the same order. 

A sits third to the right of F. 

There is one person sits between A and C. 

The one who travels in Rajdhani Express is sitting third to 
the right of C. 

The one who travels in Rajdhani Express is sitting to the 
immediate left of the one who travels in Goa Express.

B is sitting to the immediate left of H. Three persons sit 
between B and the one who travels in Darjeeling Mail. 

D is an immediate neighbour of G. D is neither in Goa 
Express nor Darjeeling Mail. 

One person sits between the one who travels in Chennai 
Express and the one who travels in Darjeeling Mail. 

The one who travels in Azad Hind Express is to the 
immediate left of the one who travels in Golden Temple 
Mail. 

A does not travels in Agra Express. G is neither in Chennai 
Express nor a Andaman Express. 

The one who travels in Andaman Express is an immediate 
neighbour of the one who travels in Darjeeling Mail. 

Neither H nor B is an immediate neighbour of F.
Gujarat will set up 16 new (GIDC) townships for the growth of Small and Medium Enterprises. 
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Gujarat has announced a new policy- Garments & Apparel Policy 2017.

Q.25. In which of the following train does D travels? 

 (1) Golden Temple Mail (2) Darjeeling Mail

 (3) Azad Hind Express (4) Goa Express

 (5) None of these

Q.26. What is the position of Andaman Express with 
respect to G?

 (1) Third to the left (2) Third to the right

 (3) Fourth to the left (4) Fourth to the right

 (5) Second to the right

Q.27. Who amongst the following travels in Agra Express? 

 (1) C        (2) B        (3) G          (4) A          (5) H

Q.28. Who sits exactly between the Goa Express and 
Golden Temple Mail? 

 (1) Darjeeling Mail and E 

 (2) Agra Express and Chennai Express

 (3) H and Azad Hind Express

 (4) Rajdhani Express

 (5) C and Agra Express

Q.29. Which of the following is True with respect to the 
given seating arrangement?

 (1) E is an immediate neighbour of Chennai Express

 (2) G travels in Agra Express

 (3) Rajdhani Express is an immediate left of Golden  
      Temple Mail

 (4) Andaman Express sits third to the left of G

 (5) Agra Express is sitting exactly between B and A

Q.30. Starting from A, if all the persons are made to sit in 
the alphabetical order in anticlockwise direction, 
the position of how many (excluding A) will remain 
unchanged? 

 (1) Three (2) Two  (3) One

 (4) Five (5) Four

Q.31. Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 
based on the above seating arrangement and hence 
form a group. Which one of the following does not 
belong to that group? 

 (1) AD     (2) HF     (3) EA      (4) GE      (5) CB

Q.32. Who among the following is third to the right of 
Darjeeling Mail? 

 (1) Goa Express  (2) Golden Temple Mail

   (3) Azad Hind Express (4) Rajdhani Express 

 (5) Agra Express

Q.33-37. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below:

 ‘P Ω Q’ means ‘Q is the brother of P’.

 ‘P µ Q’ means ‘Q is the daughter of P’.

 ‘P ⌂ Q’ means ‘Q is the sister of P’.

 ‘P β Q’ means ‘Q is the son of P’. 

 ‘P ∆ Q’ means ‘Q is the father of P’.

 ‘P ∏ Q’ means ‘Q is the mother of P’. 

Q.33. Which of the following can be the correct conclusion 
drawn from the expression ‘K ∏ R ⌂ S Ω T β V’?

 (1) V is the husband of K (2) R is the mother of V

 (3) R is the daughter of V (4) K is the brother of V

 (5) V is the nephew of R

Q.34. Which of the following indicates that ‘C is the 
paternal uncle of D’?

 (1) C β V µ N ∏ L Ω  D (2) C β V β L ∏ N Ω D

 (3) D β L β N ∏ V Ω C (4) D ∏ N µ V ∆ L Ω C

 (5) D β N µ V ∏ L Ω C

Q.35. Which of the following can be the correct conclusion 
drawn from the expression ‘L ⌂ M µ N Ω P ∆ Q’?

 (1) Q is the grandson of M (2) L is the uncle of N

 (3) N is the uncle of Q (4) Q is the niece of N

 (5) Q is husband of M

Q.36. Which of the following can be correct conclusion 
drawn from the expression ‘Q β N ∏ S Ω M ⌂ P’? 

 (1) S is the brother of P

 (2) N has two sons and two daughters

 (3) S is the sister of Q

 (4) Q is the brother-in-law of P

 (5) P is the sister of Q

Q.37. Which of the following indicates that ‘Q is the 
mother of N’?

 (1) Q ∆ P µ C ∏ N ∏ V (2) N ∆ P µ C ∏ Q ∏ V

 (3) M ∏ N µ R ∆ Q (4) M Ω Q ⌂ V µ N

 (5) Q β M ∆ V µ N

Q.38-42. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below:

Eight people- Z, Y, X, W, V, U, T and S live in eight 
different floors of building (but not necessarily in the same 
order.) The lowermost floor of the building is numbered 
one, the one above that is numbered two, and so on till the 
topmost floor is numbered eight. Each one of them has a TV 



CWE PO MAINS MODEL PAPER 2017

90 DECEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

of different companies namely- Panasonic, Philips, Sony, 
Samsung, LG, Videocon, Micromax and Toshiba (but not 
necessarily in the same order.)

U lives on an odd numbered floor above the floor numbered 
four. Only one person lives between U and the one who has 
Sony TV. The number of people living above U is as same 
as the number of people living between U and W. Only three 
people live between W and the one who has Videocon TV. 
X lives on one of the odd numbered floors above the one 
who has Videocon TV. Only two people live between X and 
the one who has Panasonic TV. The one who has Micromax 
TV lives immediately above T. T have neither Videocon 
TV nor Panasonic TV. V does not has Sony TV. Only three 
people live between T and Z. The one who has Toshiba TV 
lives immediately above the one who has Philips TV but not 
on the topmost floor. Only one person lives between the one 
who has Toshiba TV and S. Only one person lives between 
Y and the one who has LG TV.

Q.38. Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 
and so form a group. Which one of the following 
does not belong to the group?

 (1) X-Samsung (2) S – Videocon (3) U- LG

 (4) S-Micromax (5) W-Toshiba

Q.39. How many people live between X and the one who 
has Toshiba TV? 

 (1) Four (2) Three (3) Two

 (4) None (5) Five

Q.40. Which of the following statements is true with 
respect to the given information?

 (1)  T lives immediately above the one who has 
Videocon TV

 (2)  V lives immediately above X

 (3)  Only three people live between U and the one 
who has Toshiba TV 

 (4)  All the given statement is true

 (5)  W has Phillips TV

Q.41. Who amongst the following lives between S and the 
one who has Philips?

 (1) W and the one who has Toshiba TV

 (2) Z and the one who has Sony TV

 (3) U and V

 (4) Z and the one who has Panasonic TV

 (5) V and T 

Q.42. Which of the following TV does V has?

 (1) Samsung (2) Videocon (3) Philips

 (4) Micromax (5) Toshiba

Q.43-45. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below:

In each of the questions below consists of a question and two 
statements. You have to decide whether the data given in the 
statements is sufficient to answer the questions. Options-

 (1)  If statement I alone is sufficient but statement II 
alone is not sufficient. 

 (2)  If statement II alone is sufficient but statement I 
alone is not sufficient. 

 (3)  If each statement alone (either I or II) is sufficient.

 (4) If even statement I and II together are not 
sufficient.

 (5) If both statement together are sufficient, but 
neither statement alone is sufficient.

Q.43. How is C related to I ? 

I.  The brother of C is married to W. The father-in-law 
of W is the grandfather of I. I is the only daughter of 
W. C is brother-in-law of W. 

II.  I is the only daughter of K. W is the daughter-in-law of 
N. K and C arc two sons of N. C is not married to W.

 (1) 01        (2) 02        (3) 03        (4) 04        (5) 05

Q.44. Seven different exams – IBPS, SBI, SSC, MTS, 
RRB, RBI and Railway are conducted on different 
months of the same year i.e. from January to July. 
Which exam was conducted on March?

I.  There are two exams were conducted after exam 
RRB. Exam SBI took place immediately after exam 
IBPS. Exam SBI was not conducted on July or on 
April. Exam SSC was not conducted immediately 
after exam RRB. 

II.  Three exams were conducted before exam MTS. 
Exam RBI was conducted after exam RRB but 
before exam Railway. Exam SBI was conducted 
after exam IBPS and before exam SSC. Exam RRB 
was not conducted on January.

 (1) 01      (2) 02        (3) 03        (4) 04        (5) 05

Q.45. What is the position Amit among twenty persons 
standing in a straight line?

I.  There are five persons between Atul and Anurag. 
Anurag is at one of the extreme ends. Ajay is sixth 
to the left of Atul. There are three persons between 
Amit and Ajay.

II.  Amar is at one of the extreme ends of the line. There 
are two persons between Amit and Anand. There are 
nine persons between Amar and Abbas. Anand is 
fourth to the left of Abbas. 

 (1) 01      (2) 02        (3) 03        (4) 04        (5) 05

Ashish Nehra has announced retirement from all forms of cricket.
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Q.46.  Who has been appointed as the interim Chairman 
of the Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN)?

 (1) Raakhi Jain  (2) Ajay Bhushan
 (3) Vidin Bansal  (4) Gauri Sharma
 (5) Rahul Kumar
Q.47.  According to Assocham Report, Which state has 

topped the list of the states in the country in terms 
of Manufacturing Excellence?

 (1) UP (2) Bihar  (3) Karnataka
 (4) Tamilnadu (5) Jharkhand
Q.48. Who has won the Men’s Doubles title at the 2017 

US Open?
 (1) Ivan Dodig  & Marcelo Melo
 (2) Leander Paes & Radek Štěpánek
 (3) Bob Bryan & Mike Bryan
 (4) Jamie Murray & Bruno Soares
 (5) Jean-Julien Rojer  &  Horia Tecau
Q.49. Which Bank has signed an agreement with Bharat 

Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) to roll out open mobile 
wallet Speedpay across 10 states in the country?

 (1) Dena Bank  (2) Union Bank
 (3) United Bank  (4) PNB
 (5) SBI
Q.50. World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD) is 

observed every year on _______ .
 (1) 15 September (2) 10 September
 (3) 9 September  (4) 11 September
 (5) 12 September
Q.51. China and Pakistan air forces has launched 

_________ joint air exercise in China.
 (1) RED FLAG  (2) Desert Eagle
 (3) Shaheen  (4) Iron Fist
 (5) Black Flag
Q.52.  Who has won the Malaysian Squash Tour X event 

in Kuala Lumpur?
 (1) Vipul Goyal
 (2) Harinder Pal Sandhu
 (3) Mandeep Singh
 (4) Sandeep Singh
 (5) Sardar Singh
Q.53. Who has been nominated by US President Donald 

Trump as Assistant Secretary of State for Economic 
and Business Affairs?

 (1) Manisha Singh (2) Garima Sharma
 (3) Pooja Goyal  (4) Sipra Kumar
 (5) Ravi Kumar
Q.54. Which Country has opened its fifth nuclear power 

plant to meet its growing energy demands?
 (1) China (2) Ghana  (3) Pakistan
 (4) India (5) Russia
Q.55. What is Name of union Cabinet Minister for Heavy 

Industries and Public Sector Enterprises?
 (1) Piyush Goyal  (2) Narendra Tomar
 (3) J P Nadda  (4) Anant Geete 
 (5) Smriti Irani
Q.56. Which of the following is the Azerbaijan’s currency?
 (1) Dollar (2) Gaurde (3) Manat
 (4) franc (5) None of these
Q.57. Which of the following is the Highest Dam in 

India?
 (1) Tehri dam (Uttarakhand)
 (2) Hirakund dam (Odisha)
 (3) Ukai dam (Gujarat)
 (4) Chutak dam (Jammu & Kashmir)
 (5) None of these
Q.58. Which of the following is the Capital of Czech 

Republic?
 (1) Bucharest (2) Sana   (3) Prague
 (4) Conakry (5) None of these
Q.59. Where is the Head Quarter of Punjab National 

Bank?
 (1) Mumbai (2) Bangalore (3) Gurugram
 (4) Chennai (5)  New Delhi
Q.60. What is the Tagline of Vijaya Bank?
 (1) We understand Your World
 (2) With You all the Way 
 (3) A friend You Can Bank Upon
 (4) A Name You Can Bank Upon
 (5) Build a better life around us
Q.61. What is the full form of CBS?
 (1) Core Banking Solution
 (2) Core Banking Software
 (3) Core Banking System
 (4) Core Banking Service
 (5) None of These

GENERAL AWARENESS

Robert Menasse has won the German Book Prize 2017 for his novel ‘Die Hauptstadt’. 



CWE PO MAINS MODEL PAPER 2017

92 DECEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Q.62. What is the full form of CRR?
 (1) Cash Reserve Rate
 (2) Cash Reserve Ratio
 (3) Cash Recession Ratio
 (4) Core Reserve Rate
 (5) None of These
Q.63. Which of the following public sector banks has 

highest number of branches in India?
 (1) Bank of India
 (2) Allahabad Bank
 (3) State bank of India
 (4) Punjab National Bank
 (5) UCO Bank
Q.64. Who was the first Indian to become governor of 

RBI?
 (1) Raghu Ram Rajan (2) Urjit Patel
 (3) John Mathai  (4) C. D. Deshmukh
 (5) None of These
Q.65. In which year BCBS was established?
 (1) 1930 (2) 1974  (3) 1978
 (4) 1951 (5) 1986
Q.66. The three pillars of the Basel II framework are:
 (1) Minimum capital requirements
 (2) Market discipline           
 (3) Supervisory review   
 (4) All the above
 (5) None of these
Q.67. Foreign investment in private banks in India is 

permitted up to ____%
 (1) 100%         (2) 74 %        (3) 49 %           
 (4) 24 % (5) 20 %
Q.68. The minimum maturity period for Commercial 

Paper (CP) is _____ days.
 (1) 14 (2) 21  (3) 28
 (4) 7 (5) 364
Q.69. The BSE’S Sensex consists of ___ Company.
 (1) 50 (2) 100  (3) 30
 (4) 150 (5) 20
Q.70. The maximum maturity period for Certificate of 

Deposit is _____ days.
 (1) 14 (2) 21  (3) 28
 (4) 364 (5) 7

Q.71. Who has reached to 2nd spot in the Badminton 
World Federation women’s singles rankings?

 (1) Tai Tzu Ying  (2) Saina Nehwal
 (3) Carolina Marin (4) P V Sindhu
 (5) Nozomi Okuhara
Q.72. Who took over charge as the Chairman and 

Managing Director of NHPC ltd?
 (1) Ravi Kumar  (2) Rahul Singh
 (3) Vijay Kumar  (4) Rishi Singh
 (5) Balraj Joshi
Q.73. Who is the chairman of National Bank for 

Agriculture and Rural Development?
 (1) H K Bhanwala (2) B.Sivaraman
 (3) Ajay Tyagi  (4) Ravi Prakash
 (5) Sudhir Singh
Q.74. Who has become the world’s richest woman?
 (1) Liliane Bettencourt 
 (2) Francoise Bettencourt 
 (3) Alice Walton
 (4) Maria Franca
 (5) Jacqueline Mars
Q.75. Who has been given a one year extension as a 

Chief Economic Adviser by finance Ministry?
 (1) Kaushik Basu (2) Raghuram Rajan
 (3) Arvind Subramanian (4) Rakesh Mohan
 (5) Arvind Virmani
Q.76. Who has become the Asia’s richest man according 

to Forbes report?
 (1) Hui Ka Yan  (2) Shiv Nadar
 (3) Azim Premji  (4) Tadashi Yanai
 (5) Lee  Shau Kee
Q.77. Who has become the first Indian to be picked as the 

AIBA representative for the IOC Athletes Forum?
 (1) Vijender Singh (2) Akhil Kumar
 (3) Jitender Kumar (4) M C Mary Kom
 (5) Varghese Johnson
Q.78. Who has become the first woman minister in 

Mizoram in 30 years?
 (1) Kurtin Parli 
 (2) Vanlalawmpuii Chawngthu  
 (3) Lalhlimpuii Hmar
 (4) Sishal Tema
 (5) Surni Kinta

Chennai Metro Rail Limited has introduced a free bicycle ride scheme for its customers.
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Q.79. Who has launched Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhayay 
Vigyan Gram Sankul Pariyojana?

 (1) Smriti Irani  (2) Jitendra Singh
 (3) Dr. Harshvardhan (4) Piyush Goyal
 (5) Nirmala Sitaraman
Q.80. Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off the third 

Mahamana Express running between_______ .
 (1) Agra and Delhi 
 (2) Delhi and Lucknow
 (3) Patna and Delhi 
 (4) Vadodara and Delhi
 (5) Vadodara and Varanasi
Q.81. In which Indian state the Ranthambore National 

Park is situated?
 (1) Rajasthan  (2) Assam
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Gujarat
 (5) Mizoram
Q.82. What is Name of Minister of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation?

 (1) Ravi Shankar Prasad (2) Uma Bharati
 (3) D V Sadananda Gowda (4) Ramvilas Paswan
 (5) Jagat Prakash Nadda
Q.83. We understand your world is the tagline of which 

of the following Bank?
 (1) HSBC Bank  (2) ICICI Bank
 (3) HDFC Bank  (4) Allahabad Bank
 (5) SBI
Q.84. Where is the Headquarter of Bank of India 

located?
 (1) New Delhi (2)  Kolkata (3) Mumbai
  (4) Hyederabad (5) Lucknow
Q.85. Headquarter of World Bank is located in which 

place?
 (1) Geneva, Switzerland
 (2) Washington D.C, United States
 (3) Berlin, Germany
 (4) Brussels, Belgium
 (5) Rome, Italy

The 44th edition of Indian Handicrafts and Gifts (IHGF) was observed in Delhi.

Re-arrangement
Q.86-90. Rearrange the following sentences (A),(B),(C), 

(D), (E), (F) and (G) in the proper sequence to form 
a meaningful paragraph, then answer the questions 
given below them.

A. Connoisseurs of cricketing trivia would do well to 
remember the name Marnus Labuschagne.

B. The Australian this week became the first player 
ever to be penalized for mock fielding, in a local 
match. 

C. The umpire awarded the batsman five runs for 
“deliberate distraction, deception or obstruction of 
a batsman”.

D. Quickly got up and pretended to throw the ball that 
he did not actually have in his hands.

E. The batsman was confused for a moment, stopped in 
his tracks, and then completed the run. 

F. This trick is a common one in Indian club cricket, 
especially when there is overgrown grass in the 
monsoon.

G. Labuschagne dived to stop a cover drive that went 
past him, 

Q.86.  Which of the following would be the LAST sentence 
after rearrangement?

 (1) A        (2) B         (3) C        (4) E          (5) G

Q.87.  Which of the following would be the THIRD 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1) A        (2) B        (3) F        (4) E          (5) G
Q.88.  Which of the following would be the SIXTH 

sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A        (2) B        (3) F        (4) E          (5) G
Q.89. Which of the following would be the SECOND 

sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A        (2) B        (3) F        (4) E          (5) G
Q.90. Which of the following would be the FOURTH 

sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A        (2) B        (3) F        (4) D          (5) G
CLOZE TEST
Q.91-95. In the following passage there are blanks each 

of which has been numbered as well as filled with 
a word which may be appropriate in context of 
the passage or maybe not. If the word highlighted 
is incorrect and needs improvement then choose 
any one option suggested given below. But if the 
given word is correct and requires no change 
then mark (5) i.e. no change required as your 
answer.

 Chinese nuclear firm has bother____ (91) the 
government to approve the large-scale construction 
of the country’s homegrown third-generation 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
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India qualified for 2019 AFC Asian Cup with 4-1 win over Macau.

“Hualong One” reactor to help cut costs and boost 
its competitiveness. China National Nuclear Power 
Co. Ltd, the listed unit of central government-run 
China National Nuclear Corp, warned nuclear’s 
competitiveness against coal is falling and nuclear 
power needs the benefits of economies of scale.

 “We now have a Hualong One demonstration project, 
we have units under construction and we just hope 
that more can be built in order to reduce costs and 
make it more economic,” Luo Xiaowei, CNNP 
board secretary. The Hualong One is the centrepiece 
of China’s ambitious plan to dominate the global 
civil nuclear market. One unit is under construction 
in Pakistan, and China is also writing ____ (92) 
regulatory approval for the model in Britain.

 In China, which currently has 36 operational nuclear 
reactors, the Hualong One is competing with other 
third-generation technology reactors for a share 
of 100-150 new reactors planned to come into 
operation by 2030. Third-generation reactor projects 
in China include the world’s first AP1000, designed 
by Westinghouse and expected to go beneath____ 
(93) full operation later this year, and two European 
Pressurised Reactors, designed by France’s Areva, 
in the southeast province of Guangdong.

 CNNP officials says the Hualong One, however, is 
the “most feasible option” for China as it tries to 
scale up its nuclear aroma ___ (94)  and strengthen 
its position in the international reactor market. All 
third-generation technology projects have suffered 
repeated delays and the chairman of industry lobby 
group, the China Nuclear Energy Association 
(CNEA), told that China’s reliance on the largely 
untested technology could pose challenges.

 China aims to rise ____ (95)  nuclear installed 
capacity to 58 gigawatts by the end of 2020 and it 
has set a target of 200 gigawatts by the end of 2030.

Q.91.  Choose the correct option for (91)
 (1) urged (2) said  (3) taken
 (4) approve (5) no change required
Q.92.  Choose the correct option for (92)
 (1) wanting (2) need  (3) dares
 (4) seeking (5) no change required
Q.93.  Choose the correct option for (93)
 (1) from (2) amid  (3) it
 (4) into (5) no change required
Q.94.  Choose the correct option for (94)
 (1) era (2) capacity (3) sector
 (4) property (5) no change required

Q.95.  Choose the correct option for (95)
 (1) raise (2) awake  (3) horizon
 (4) rose (5) no change required
Fill in the Blanks
Q.96-100. In each of the following sentences there are two 

blank spaces. Below each five pairs of words have 
been denoted by numbers (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5). 
Find out which pair of words can be filled in the 
blanks in order to make a meaningful sentence.

Q.96. The US should review its options for dealing with 
Pakistan, including taking unilateral actions against 
terrorist safe ____ in the country, if it does not 
cease its support to the militant _____ attacking 
neighbours like India.

 (1) swagger- wheedle (2) sediments-twaddle
 (3) havens- outfits (4) food-trojan
 (5) corner-army
Q.97. The rupee weakened by 4 paise to 64.20 against 

the US dollar in early trade on _____ month-end 
demand for the American currency from importers 
_____ the Interbank Foreign Exchange.

 (1) increased- at  (2) hugely- in
 (3) highly-amid  (4) quagmire-at
 (5) quod-tenuous
Q.98.  Religious tolerance and religious freedom conditions 

“continued to deteriorate” in India, an independent 
bipartisan American body has _____ as it placed 
India in a list of dozen odd nations where religious 
freedom _____ are severe.

 (1) lavish-punishment (2) claimed- violations
 (3) liberality-legacy (4) suppressed-strides
 (5) smug-places
Q.99.  Britain can make up for any export loss post-

Brexit by building on under-developed _____ with 
countries like India and _____ it a priority in its 
trade negotiations a report by a top UK-based think 
tank.

 (1) inasmuch-incited (2) links- making
 (3) heed-induct  (4) toll-jabber
 (5) lurk-lewd
Q.100. India expressed concern over the worrying signs 

of economic protectionism and said the continued 
_____ in ties between major powers has _____ new 
uncertainties to the fore.

 (1) cursory-elicit  (2) cupidity-dormant
 (3) discretionary-hindered (4) enormity-indiscreet
 (5) unpredictability- brought
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Common Errors
Q.101-110. Read each part of the sentence to find out if 

there is any error in it. The error, if any, will be 
in one part of the sentence. The number of that 
part is the answer. If there is no error, mark your 
answer as (5).

Q.101. Inequality is reprehensible not only because (1)/ it is 
inherently unfair and unjust, (2)/ but because it can 
cause harm (3)/ in a number of domain of everyday 
living.(4)/ No Error (5)

Q.102. Barclays has been dealt another blow over (1)/ the 
future of their embattled chief executive after a (2)/ 
corporate governance firm advised shareholders not 
to back (3)/ his re-election to the board. (4)/No Error 
(5)

Q.103. The chief executive of Britain’s leading child 
protection charity, is calling on the next government 
(1)/ to regulate internet publishers in the same way 
(2)/ as traditionally media and introduce (3)/ film-
style age ratings for websites.(4)/No Error (5)

Q.104. A Trust has written to party leaders setting out the 
conditions necessary to “sustain” (1)/ scientific 
excellent. (2)/  In particular it tells ministers not to 
impose immigration (3)/ restrictions on scientists. 
(4)/No Error (5)

Q.105. A study has found that over the past seven hundred 
years, queens have been more (1)/ likely to wage 
war then their male counterparts — (2)/ and more 
likely (3)/ to win new territory. (4)/No Error (5)

Q.106. In unusually blunt language, the head (1)/ of an 
organisation said that British politicians were living 
for (2)/  the “illusion” that the UK would retain most 
of its rights (3)/ and privileges after leaving the EU. 
(4)/No Error (5)

Q.107. Labour figures are planning for a worst-case scenario 
(1)/ in which they are left with only about (2)/ 110 
MPs in the Commons on June 9,(3)/ according to 
party sources. (4)/ No Error (5)

Q.108. Bookmakers are so pessimistic about the election 
prospects (1)/ that they have make the Tories odds-
on favourites (2)/  to win dozens of constituencies 
that (3)/ have been Labour fortresses for decades. 
(4)/ No Error (5)

Q.109. Scientists have accused an arts venue in west 
London (1)/ of endangering public healthy after it 
agreed (2)/ to screen a vaccine conspiracy film by 
the disgraced (3)/ former doctor Andrew Wakefield. 
(4)/No Error (5)

Q.110. The Goods and Services Tax Council is (1)/ likely to 
be announce a special package for micro, (2)/ small 
and medium enterprises that will, (3)/ among other 

things, address the concerns of exporters.(4)/ No 
Error (5)

Reading Comprehension 
Q.111- 115. Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the questions given below it. 
 The government has been quick to scotch any 

speculation that it proposes any change in the status 
quo on taxing income from agriculture. However, 
the idea merits wider debate, after having been aired 
by the Niti Aayog. Technically speaking, agricultural 
income is not quite exempt from taxation. It falls 
among the taxes the Constitution assigns to the 
states, that is all.

 States do collect tax on agricultural income from 
plantations. And the Centre also has policies that an 
economist would say tax agricultural income. If a 
marketing restriction, foreign or domestic, represses 
the price of an agricultural commodity below its 
optimal level, it amounts to an implicit tax. As does 
adverse terms of trade arising from higher protection 
for industry’s produce.

 And the Centre, too, levies some tax on agricultural 
income clubbed with non-agricultural income. If 
a person has non-farm income above Rs 2.5 lakh 
and also declares farm income, he is allowed to 
club agricultural income to determine the rate of 
tax applicable to non-agricultural income. Clubbing 
for rate purposes, in tax jargon, was introduced in 
the assessment year 1974-75 (financial year 1973-
74), and enables a taxpayer to lower his overall 
tax liability. His tax outgo would be higher had 
agricultural income been fully charged to tax. 

 The beneficial rule, meant to protect farmers, has 
been rampantly misused. The practice, of non-
farmers declaring agriculture as their source of 
income to evade income tax, must end. However, it 
is not just taxation that has to change in agriculture 
— so must its organisation. Corporate farming 
should be allowed, and leasing in of land given 
legal protection. Some activities call for vertical 
integration — for example, of growing sugar cane 
and crushing it, for optimal efficiency. That would 
put paid to the saga of cane arrears and contested 
cane prices. High cane prices would lower sugar 
profits and low prices would boost sugar profits. But 
since cane prices and profits would both accrue to 
the same farmers, the focus would be on improving 
the efficiency of the combined operation.

Q.111. As per the passage what does amount to an 
implicit tax?

A. If a marketing restriction, represses the price of an 
agricultural commodity below its optimal level.
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B. If the market crushes the dimensions of vulnerabilities.
C. If a marketing restriction pushes towards the risk 

reduction below its marking level.
 (1) Only A  (2) Both A and B
 (3) Only C  (4) All A, B and C
 (5) None of the above
Q.112. Which of the following statement is NOT TRUE 

according to the passage?
 (1) High cane prices would lower sugar profits.
 (2) Cane prices and profits would both accrue to the 

same farmers.
 (3) The focus would be on improving the efficiency 

of the combined operation.
 (4) High cane prices would higher sugar profits.
 (5) Low cane prices would boost sugar profits.
Q.113. Which of the following rules, has/have been 

rampantly misused?
 (1) The social rule meant to bound cultural practices.
 (2) The rule of synergy to influence globalization.
 (3) The beneficial rule, meant to protect farmers.
 (4) The rule of taxation on every organisation.
 (5) Both 2 and 4
Q.114. Which of the following statement is TRUE 

according to the passage?
 (1) The practice, of non-farmers declaring 

agriculture as their source of income to evade 
income tax, must end.

 (2) Taxation has to change in agriculture and so 
must its organisation. 

 (3) Corporate farming should not be allowed.
 (4) Leasing in of land given illlegal protection.
 (5) Both 1 and 2
Q.115. Which kind of activities call for vertical 

integration?
A. like enabling a taxpayer to lower his overall tax 

liability
B. like growing sugar cane and crushing it, for optimal 

efficiency.
C. like clubbing for rate purposes, in tax jargon for 

optimal efficiency.
 (1) Only A  (2) Both A and B
 (3) Both A and B  (4) Only B
 (5) All A, B and C
Q.116-120. Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the questions given below it. 

 In the realm of disasters cultural practices of a 
community can be viewed to have created two 
constructs. Both of these are opposite in nature. One 
explores the dimensions of vulnerabilities and the 
other benefits from community resilience practices 
coming from indigenous knowledge.

 Community resilience practices are embedded in the 
traditions of the cultures of the various communities. 
Within the culture its practices may have dualistic 
nature. Outcomes of the manifestations of one 
dimension may be realized in risk reduction, 
while others in accentuating disaster risks to be 
synthesized in the long run. The causal effects of 
certain cultural practices leads to extensive damages 
but its opaqueness in the short run doesn’t alarm 
communities on a day to day basis. Cultural practices 
and traditions are not away from the influences of 
globalization, modernization, mc donaldization 
etc. The results of the amalgamation of which are 
even higher risks. Culture can be approached as 
sometimes subject to change in terms of practice. 
There is ample scope for culture to accommodate 
the process of transformations. Practices of culture 
sometimes can be opposed to rational thinking, 
requiring bending to meet subjective region specific 
demands. Several environmental concerns have 
been raised against certain cultural practices which 
renders threat to the natural environment.

 The influences of the forces of modernization 
creeping in the society has led to paradigm shift of 
the housing types from traditional flood resistant 
to concrete modern structures. The Assamese 
culture practices the eating of the beetle nut 
widely referred to as ‘Tamul’ in Assamese. The 
tradition involves serving and eating after meals, 
considered as auspicious and also used and served 
during invitations. Beetel nut has been used hugely 
by the people in the Northeast including Assam 
as well. The spitting of the residue after chewing 
‘Paan’ and ‘Beetle Nut’ in different places is also 
a problem seen in the other parts of the country. 
The damage of the face value of properties like 
ferries, walls of offices, sometime government 
schools and hospitals are a common phenomenon 
to be noted. This not only adds to defacing the 
value of properties but also as transmitters of 
germs. The safe disposal of human excreta requires 
identification of cost effective techniques followed 
with investment and implementation of such 
techniques. The adoption of such techniques can 
be initiated in the planning process to protect and 
prevent the possibilities of future risks posed as a 
threat to the environment.
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Q.121-125. Study the following graph and answer 
accordingly.

 The following pie-chart shows the production of 
soap in India during the month of January 2011.

        Total production = 15870000
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Q.121. What is the difference between the sale of Lux in Urban 
areas to that of Cinthol in rural areas?

 (1) 693342  (2) 683702  (3) 652503 
 (4) 512807  (5) 603060 
Q.122. Which company sells maximum number of Soaps 

in Urban area?
 (1) Medicare  (2) Rexona  (3) Cinthol 
 (4) Lux  (5) Liril 

DATA ANALYSIS & DATA INTERPRETATION

Q.116. From which of the following influences are 
the Cultural practices and traditions not away 
from?

A. the influence of globalization.
B. the influence of modernization.
C. the influence of Mc donaldization. 
 (1) Both B and C  (2) Only C
 (3) Both A and B  (4) All A, B and C
 (5) Only A
Q.117. Why the adoption of the techniques for the safe 

disposal of human excreta can be initiated in the 
planning process?

 (1) to protect nature from the manmade constructional 
risks.

 (2) to protect and prevent the possibilities of future 
risks posed as a threat to the environment.

 (3) to protect the environment from the poisonous 
gases.

 (4) to prevent the smoke from various chimneys.
 (5) Both 2 and 3
Q.118. Choose the appropriate title for the above 

passage?
 (1) concrete modern structures.
 (2) Community resilience practices.
 (3) Cultural practices: The creator or the destructor?

 (4) The safe disposal of human excreta.

 (5) Prevailing modernization.

Q.119. As per the passage against which of the following 
several environmental concerns have been 
raised?

 (1) the influences of the forces of modernization 
creeping in the society.

 (2) traditional flood resistants which exist to 
concrete modern structures.

 (3) certain cultural practices which renders threat to 
the natural environment. 

 (4) the tradition which involves serving and eating 
after meals, considered as auspicious.

 (5) All Except 3

Q.120. What is required for the safe disposal of human 
excreta requires?

A.  identification of cost effective techniques followed 
with B. investment. 

B.  implementation of cost effective techniques.

C.  shifting of the housing types from traditional flood 
resistant to concrete modern structures.

 (1) Both B and C  (2) Only C

 (3) Both A and B  (4) All A, B and C

 (5) Only A
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Q.123. What is the approximate percentage of the total 
number of soaps sold in rural area?

 (1) 50%  (2) 47%   (3) 43% 
 (4) 41%  (5) 39% 
Q.124. What is the difference between the sale of Nirma 

and Rexona in Urban areas?
 (1) 753825  (2) 754093  (3) 753843 
 (4) 758693  (5) 754248 
Q.125. How many Medicare Soaps are sold in rural areas?
 (1) 74534  (2) 75688   (3) 79834 
 (4) 79350  (5) 75684 
Q.126-30. Study the table carefully and answer the 

following questions.
 Here the no. of days taken by different person alone 

and that of his friend to complete unit work is given.

Name of 
person

No. of 
days 

taken by 
him alone

No. of 
Days 
taken 
by his 
friend

No. of 
days taken 

by them 
(person+his 

friend)

P 12 - 6
Q 18 12 -
R - - 25
S - 18 -
T 15 - 9

Q.126. If the no. of days taken by S is twice of that of Q 
then in how many days can S complete his work 
with the help of his friend?

 (1) 6       (2) 8        (3) 10    (4) 12       (5) 15 
Q.127.  If the ratio of efficiency between Q and R is 4:3  and  

P ,Q and R work alternately day by day respectively. 
In how many days will the half work be completed?

 (1) 12      (2) 5      (3) 4     (4) 6        (5) 8 
Q.128. If the efficiency of R is thrice of his friend then 

in how many days R’s friend and S’s friend will 
complete a work when they work together?

 (1) 
164
7

 (2) 
264
7

  (3) 
164

14
     

 (4) 364
14

  (5) None of these 

Q.129. When Q and Q’s friend and T and T’s friend work 
together then in how many days work will be 
completed?

 (1) 2  (2) 5   (3) 6 
 (4) 8  (5) None of these 

Q.130. If R alone can complete a work in 40 days then 
find the ratio between efficiency of P’s friend, Q’s 
friend, and R’s friend.

 (1) 50 : 50: 9  (2) 22 : 25: 3  (3) 25 : 15: 9 
 (4) 50 : 50: 13  (5) 15 : 25: 3 
Q.131-135. Study the graph carefully and answer the 

following questions.
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NAME 
OF 

MONTH

RATIO 
PRODUCTION OF 
COMPANY A AND 

B

RATIO OF 
DEMAND 

OF 
COMPANY 
A  AND B

JAN 6:7 5:7
FEB 13:11 1:1
MARCH 9:4 7:6
APRIL 5:9 2:3
MAY 4:5 1:1
JUNE 17:15 14:15

Q.131. Find the ratio between production of company B of 
March and demand of company B of June.

 (1) 15:4  (2) 4: 5   (3) 5 : 4 
 (4) 4 : 15  (5) 2 : 9 
Q.132. Find the average of demand of company B in all the 

given months except May. 
 (1) 5.14  (2) 5.44   (3) 5.18 
 (4) 5.24  (5) 6.24 
Q.133. In how many months demand of company B is more 

than production of company A.
 (1) 0       (2) 1         (3) 2     (4) 3        (5) 4 
Q.134. The production of company B of that months which 

have least days is approx. what % of the average 
demand of company A of that months which have 
most no. of days.



CWE PO MAINS

99

MODEL PAPER 2017

DECEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Indian National Congress won the maximum seats in the Nanded civic polls in Mahashtra.

 (1) 130  (2) 135   (3) 140 
 (4) 145  (5) 150 
Q.135. In which month the percentage of demand as 

compare to production of company A is lowest ?
 (1) Jan  (2) Feb   (3) March 
 (4) April  (5) May 
Q.136-140. In each of the following questions, a question 

is followed by information given in two statement 
named as Quantity-I(Q1) and Quantity –II (Q2). 
You have to study the information along with 
the question and compare the value derived from 
Quantity-I and Quantity-II. Then answer -

Q.136. What is the speed of Bus ?
I.  Bus covers 80 km. distance in 5 hours.
II.  Car covers 160 km in that time in which bus covers 

128 km and speed of car is 20 km/hr.
 (1) Q1=Q2  (2) Q1<Q2  (3) Q1>Q2 
 (4) Q1> Q2  (5) Q1< Q2 
Q.137.  What is the age of Nidhi ?
I.   Nidhi is three times more older than Ranu and after 

6 years this ratio becomes 5 :2.  
II. Surekha’s age is twice her’s age of 5 years ago . 

Nidhi ‘s age is twice of Surekha’s age.
 (1) Q1>Q2  (2) Q1<Q2   (3) Q1<Q2
  (4) Q1>Q2  (5) Q1=Q2 
Q.138.  What is the total number of boys in school ?
I. Last year the ratio of total number of boys and total 

number of girls is 4 : 5 when 250 boys and girls 
each are included then this ratio becomes 5 :6.

II.  In a school there are 3500 students in which 70% 
are girls. 

 (1) Q1<Q2  (2) Q1>Q2  (3) Q1<Q2 
 (4) Q1 >Q2  (5) Q1=Q2 
Q.139.   Find the rate of interest per anuum.
I.  A sum of money becomes five-times at the certain 

rate of s.i. in 25 years.
II.  If the difference between s.i. and c.i. for 2 years is 

rs.32  on a sum of money rs.4000.
 (1) Q1>Q2  (2) Q1<Q2  (3) Q1<Q2 
 (4) Q1>Q2  (5) Q1=Q2 
Q.140.  Find the area of given figure.
I.  If the length of diagonals of rhombus 44 cm and 68 cm.
II.  The area of square is equal to area of semicircle of 

perimeter 144 cm.
 (1) Q1=Q2  (2) Q1<Q2  (3) Q1>Q2 
 (4) Q1>Q2  (5) Q1<Q2 

Q.141-146. Read the following information carefully and 
answer the question asked

 Following table gives information about total items 
produced, percentage of defective items and total 
sale generated in Rs. by selling all non-defective 
items.
Month Total items produced 

(In hundred)
Percentage of total 

defected items
Total sale made by 

selling non-defective 
items (thousands)

by 
Company  

A

by 
Company 

B

by 
Company 

A

by 
Company 

B

by 
Company 

A

by  
Company  

B

January 12 &&
216 %
3

20% 12.5 15

February -- 18 && 25% -- 20

March 10 4.5
112 %
2

-- 18 --

April -- 2.4 && -- -- 15

Q.141.  Find the unit price of defective items produced by 
company A in January if the price of  defective item 
is 20% less than that of non defective items?

 (1) Rs.8  (2) Rs.6   (3) Rs.10 
 (4) Rs.12  (5) Can’t be determined
Q.142. If 75% products produced by company B in April 

were defective then find the selling price of a single 
non defective item?

 (1) Rs. 200  (2) Rs. 240  (3) Rs. 250 
 (4) Rs. 300  (5) None of these 
Q.143. Find the average unit price of one unit in March if 

the total sale of A and B together was 28000 Rs? 
(Don’t assume anything by yourself)

 (1) Rs. 17.5  (2) Rs. 15.5  (3) Rs. 16.8 
 (4) can not be determined   (5) None of these 
Q.144. Find the total number of items produced  by 

company B in the month of January if the unit price 
of non defective item is 20% more than that of A?

 (1) Can not be determined  (2) 1000  
 (3) 800    (4) 1250 
 (5) None of these 
Q.145. If the percentage of defective items produced by A 

in april is 16 % and total production is 1250, then 
find the total sale if the selling price per unit is 24 
rupees.

 (1) Can not be determined  (2) 24500  
 (3) 23800    (4) 25200  
 (5) None of these 
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India has signed MoC agreement with Japan for setting up flexible LNG market. 

Q.146. If the average number of products produced by 
company B over all months is 920, then find the 
number of non defective items produced in January 
if percentage of defective items produced in January 
is 30%?

 (1) 844  (2) 921   (3) 775
 (4) Can not be determined   (5) None of these 
Q.147-150. Read the given information carefully and 

answer the questions asked
 Following table gives information abot number of 

balls of different colours in different boxes
 Colour of Ball Box A Box B     Box C
 Red 4 5          2
 Blue 5 3          4
 Green 6 3          6
Q.147. If two balls are drawn at random then the probability 

of getting two consecutive red balls is highest in 
which box?

 (1) Box C
 (2) Box B
 (3) Box A   
 (4) Additional information is required 
 (5) None of these 
Q.148. If one ball is taken from box A and one ball is taken 

from box B. Find the probability that both balls are 
of blue colour?

 (1) 3
22

 (2) 
1
11

  (3) 
2

11  

 (4) 
5
44  (5) None of these 

Q.149. If three balls are choosen from box C with 
replacement then find the probability that atmost 
two balls are of Green colour?

 (1) 
7
8

    (2) 3
4

  (3) 7
12

 (4) 1
2

    (5) None of these 

Q.150. If one ball is takenout from box A and put in box B. 
after which a ball is takenout from box B then find 
the probability that it will be of of Blue colour?

 (1) 12
55

 (2) 11
60

  (3) 17
60

  (4) 7
30

 (5) 
5

18

Q.151-155. Each problem consists of a problem followed 
by three statements. Decide whether the data in the 
statements are sufficient to answer the question. 
Select your Answer from given option.

(1) Statement 1 and 2 together are sufficient.
(2) Statement 1 and 3 together are sufficient.
(3) Any two statement are sufficient.
(4) All three statements together are sufficient.
(5) All three statements together are not sufficient.
Q.151. Find the average speed of train.
 Statement 1 : Train crosses a man running in same 

direction of train with average speed of 18 km/hr in 
20 seconds.

 Statement 2 : Train crosses a man running in 
opposite direction of train with average speed of 36 
km/hr in 8 seconds.

 Statement 3 : Train crosses a pole in 113
3

 seconds.
Q.152. Find the cost price of table.
 Statement 1 : Profit on selling 3 tables is equal to 

loss on selling 4 chairs.

 Statement 2 : The ratio of selling price of 1 table and 
1 chair is 8:9.

 Statement 3 : Difference of selling price of 1 table 
and 1 chair is Rs. 15.

Q.153. On which date work will be finished.

 Statement 1 : A and B can finish the work in 10 days 
and 25 days respectively.

 Statement 2 : A start the work on date 5 march 2017 
and work for 5 days.

 Statement 3 : B work for 9 days only.

Q.154. Find the principal.

 Statement 1 : Difference between CI and SI for third 
years is Rs. 102.

 Statement 2 : Difference between CI and SI for two 
years is Rs. 48.

 Statement 3 : The SI of 1 year is equal to CI of 1 
year.

Q.155. Find the age of Pramod after 5 years.

 Statement 1 : The average is of Pramod, Sohan and 
Sonu is 30 years, Sonu is youngest.

 Statement 2 : Ratio of age of Sohan and Sonu is 
3:2.

 Statement 3 : The difference between age of Pramod 
and Sonu is 20 years.
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Himachal Pradesh has implemented the Senior Citizen Health Insurance Scheme.

REASONING & COMPUTER ABILITY
Q.1.(2). Only II is implicit
Q.2.(2). Argument 1 is weak and 2 is strong
Q.3.(2). Only 2nd course of action will follow
Q.4.(3). Allocation of a resources in a time dependent 

fashion to several program simultaneouslyis 
called time sharing.

Q.5.(4). All are true statements regarding magnetic 
tape.

Q.6.(1). The Peak Cell Rate (PCR), Sustainable Cell 
Rate (SCR), and Maximum Burst Size (MBS) 
are used for measurement of Bandwidth.

Q.7.(1). NIC is installed in a computer so that it can be 
connected to a network.

Q.8.(3). An extranet actually combines both the Internet 
and an intranet.

Q.9.(4). 

Q.10.(4).   Q.11.(5).      Q.12.(5). 
Q.13.(3).  Q.14.(5).     Q.15.(2).
Q.16.(2). 
 In coding numbers comes from,
 M    O   N    E    Y ------
 13                      25 
 difference of first and last letter position
                  = 13 - 25 = 12
     15
 M O N E  Y ------   position of second letter
 (“gy”  comes from the above statement)
 Final Coding = 12gy15
  1
 M    A    R    K    E    T    =   7yo1  
 13           20   
 (market is new word so use new code yo)
         15

 W    O    R    L    D  =  19lu15   
 23                        4
 (world is new word so use new code lu)
Q.17.(2). switch  -----   11tu23
 in         -----   5bt14
 industry  -----  16dm14
Q.18.(4).         5
 D    E   S   I    G   N     -------10mu5
 4                          14
Q.19.(1).
Input :  31 11 win arm blanket ze¬bra 24 81 team slip 62 

55 dawn chip 91 78
Step I :  11 arm 31 win blanket 24 81 team slip 62 55 

dawn chip 78 ze¬bra 91
Step II :  11 24 arm blanket 31 team slip 62 55 dawn chip 

78 win ze¬bra 81 91
Step III :  11 24 31 arm blanket chip slip 62 55 dawn team 

win ze¬bra 78 81 91
Step IV :  11 24 31 55 arm blanket chip dawn slip team 

win ze¬bra 62 78 81 91
Step V :  13 26 33 57 arm blanket chip dawn slip team 

win ze¬bra 64 80 83 93
Step VI :  13 26 33 57 32 65 36 42 56 39 46 52 64 80 83 93
Step VII :  4 8 6 3 5 2 9 6 2 3 1 7 1 8 2 3
Step VIII : 16 64 36 144 25 121 81 36 121 144 100 49 100 

64 121 144 
 In step V, the numbers which is place left (13 26 

33 57) add 2 in each number.
 the numbers which is place right (64 80 83 93) 

substract 2 in each number.
 In Step VI, in place of alphabets (32 65 36 42 56 

39 46 52 ) sum of all letters in each of the word.
 In Step VII, all numbers of step VI convert in 

single digit.
 In step VIII, all numbers of step VI in each 

number add both digits and then square the 
resultant.  

Q.20.(5).  Q.21.(3). Q.22.(2).
Q.23.(3).  Q.24.(3). Q.25.(5).
Q.26.(5).  Q.27.(3). Q.28.(4).
Q.29.(2).  Q.30.(1). Q.31.(3).
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New Delhi has hosted the 48th Conference of Governors. 

Q.32.(2).  

A

B

F

ED

H

CG

GOA 
EXPRESS

RAJDHANI 
EXPRESS

GOLDEN TEMPLE 
MAIL

AZAD HIND 
EXPRESS

ANDMAN 
EXPRESS

DARJEELING 
MAIL

AGRA 
EXPRESS

CHENNAI 
EXPRESS

Q.33.(5).  Q.34.(4). Q.35.(5).
Q.36.(4).  Q.37.(5). Q.38.(4).
Q.39.(1).  Q.40.(5). 

Q.41.(5). 
8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

Y

X

Z

U

S

V

T

W

SAMSUNG

SONY

LG

VIDEOCON

PANASONIC

MICROMAX

TOSHIBA

PHILIPS

Q.42.(4).  Q.43.(3)  Q.44.(2).
Q.45.(5).

GENERAL AWARENESS
Q.46 (2)     Q.47 (3)      Q.48 (5)      Q.49 (4)      Q.50 (2)
Q.51 (3)     Q.52 (2)      Q.53 (1)      Q.54 (3)      Q.55 (4)
Q.56 (3)     Q.57 (1)      Q.58 (3)      Q.59 (5)      Q.60 (3)
Q.61 (1)     Q.62 (2)      Q.63 (3)      Q.64 (4)      Q.65 (2)

Q.66 (4)     Q.67 (2)     Q.68 (4)      Q.69 (3)      Q.70 (4)
Q.71 (4)     Q.72 (5)     Q.73 (1)      Q.74 (2)      Q.75 (3)
Q.76 (1)     Q.77 (4)     Q.78 (2)      Q.79 (3)      Q.80 (5)
Q.81 (1)     Q.82 (3)     Q.83 (3)      Q.84 (3)      Q.85 (2)

ANSWERS
Q.86.(3)   Q.87.(5)        Q.88.(3)           Q.89.(2)
Q.90.(4) The correct sequence of the passage is 

“ABGDEFC” the passage is talking about “the 
deception which was done by the cricketer 
Marnus Labuschagne”

Q.91.(1)        Q.92.(4)           Q.93.(4)           Q.94.(2)
Q.95.(1)
Q.96.(3) for other options
 sediment(N)- matter that settles to the bottom of 

a liquid.
 swagger(V)- walk or behave in a very confident 

and arrogant or self-important way.
 twaddle(N)- foolish speech or writing.
 Trojan(Adj)-hard-working, determined person.
Q.97.(1)  for other options
 quod(N)-Prison
 tenuous(Adj)-insubstantial
Q.98.(2) for other options
 smug(Adj)-complacent
 stride(V)-March
 liberality(N)- the quality of giving or spending 

freely.
Q.99.(2) for other options
 lurk(V)-skulk

 lewd(Adj)-smutty
 heed(N)-attention
 induct(V)- admit (someone) formally to a post or 

organization.
Q.100.(5) for other options
 cupidity(N)- greed for money or possessions, 

dormant(Adj)- temporarily inactive.
 discretionary(Adj)-optional
 hinder(V)-hamper
 enormity(N)- a grave crime or sin
 indiscreet(Adj)-imprudent
 elicit(V)- evoke or draw out (a reaction, answer, 

or fact) from someone.
Q.101.(4) Replace ‘in a number of domain’ with  ‘in a 

number of domains’.
Q.102.(2) Replace ‘their’ with ‘its’.
Q.103.(3) Replace ‘traditionally media’ with ‘traditional 

media’.
Q.104.(2) Replace ‘scientific excellent’ with ‘scientific 

excellence’.
Q.105.(2) Replace ‘then’ with ‘than’.
Q.106.(2) Replace ‘for’ with ‘under’.
Q.107.(5) No Error
Q.108.(2) Replace ‘have make’ with ‘have made’.
Q.109.(2) Replace ‘public healthy’ with ‘public health’.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
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Telangana has unveiled a new policy regarding Internet of Things and e-waste. 

DATA ANALYSIS & DATA INTERPRETATION
Q.121.(5) Required Difference = 1460040 - 856980  
          = 603060
Q.122.(3) 
Q.123.(3) Required percentage   =(13.8+10.45+0.5+3.85+

9.6+3.36+5.4)% = 47% (approx)
Q.124.(1) Required Difference

 =
11 65 2012 15870000 753825

100 100 100
 × − × × = 
 

Q.125.(4) Medicare soap sale in rural area = 10 5
100 100

× × 
15870000 = 79394

Q.126.(4) No.of days taken by S=36 no.of days taken by S’ 
friend= 18 no of days taken by both = 12

Q.127.(5) Ratio of efficiency of Q and R=4 : 3  
 Time ratio of Q and R = 3 : 4 

 No. of days taken by R = 
18 4 24
3

× =

 now P , Q and R start work together.
6 -P  - 12           
4-Q  -  18    LCM =72 
3- R  - 24 
they work alternatly day by day respectively 
until half work is completed,
so  13  work= 3 days
next 13 work = 3 days
remaining 10 work completed by P and Q in 2 
days so total days = 8 days

Q.128.(2) Efficiency of R and R’s friend= 3 : 1

No. of days taken by R’s friend= 25 4 100
1
×

= days

No. of days taken by R’s friend and S’s friend 

together= 
100 18 264
100 18 7

x y
x y

× ×
= =

+ + =15.25 days

Q.129.(5) No. of days taken by Q=18
No. of days taken by Q’s friend= 12

no. of days taken by T and T’s friend toether= 9 
so , no.of days taken by all= 4 days

Q.130.(1) Time taken by R’s friend= 
25 40 200
40 25 3

×
=

−
days

Time taken by P’s friend= 
12 6 12
12 6

x y
x y

× ×
= =

− −

=12 days
Ratio of time taken by P’s friend, Q’s friend and 

R’s friend= 12 : 12 : 
200

3
Ratio of work efficiency of P’s friend, Q’s friend 

and R’s friend=  1 1 3: :
12 12 200

 =50:50:9

Q.131.(4) Required ratio=  
3.6 5.64 : 15 4 :15
9 14

× × =

Q.132.(2) 
3.5 3.7 4.2 6 5.67 1 6 3 15 27.25 1 7 2 14 55

5 5

× + × + × + × + ×
= =

=5.44
Q.133.(3) In january and april 

Q.134.(4) Required %= 
4.4 100 145%

3.5 3.6 2
3

× ≈
+ +

Q.135.(5) In may =  
2 100 62.5%

3.2
× =

Q.136.(1).  Q1-16 km/hr

Q2- 

1 2

160 128 16
20

T T

X
X

=

= ⇒ = km/hr 

Q1=Q2
Q.137.(1). Q1-  1 ratio = 6 years
          4 ratio = 24 years
 Q2 -  S = 2(S-5)
         S = 10 years
         N = 20 years
 Q1>Q2

Q.110.(5) No Error
Q.111.(1)  Answer lies in the second paragraph of the passage.
Q.112.(4)
Q.113.(3) Answer lies in the beginning of the fourth paragraph.
Q.114.(5)
Q.115.(4) Answer lies in the mid of the last paragraph.

Q.116.(4) Answer lies in the middle of the second paragraph.
Q.117.(2) Answer lies at the last of the last paragraph of the 

passage.
Q.118.(3)
Q.119.(3) Answer lies at last of the passage.
Q.120.(3) Answer lies in the last paragraph.
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Q.138.(1) Q1- no.of boys=1000
 Q2-  no.of boys= 1050
 Q1 < Q2
Q.139.(1) Q1- 400/25=16% per anum

Q2 - 2

2

100
400032
100 100

80
9%

 =  
 

× ×
=

×
=

≈

rd p

r r

r
r

Q1=Q2

Q.140.(3) Q1- 1 44 68 1496
2

A = × × = sq.cm

Q2- R=28 1 22 28 28 1232
2 7

A = × × × = sq.cm

Q2<Q1
Q.141.(3) total number of non defective items=1200-16.66% 

of 1200=1000
total sale=12500

unit cost= 12500 12.5
1000

=

hence required answer= 
8012.5 10

100
× = Rs.

Q.142.(3) total quantity of non defective items= 25% of 
240=60

 total sale=15000

 hene price of one unit= 
15000 250

60
=

Q.143.(4) As the percentage of defective items is not given 
for company B.
Hence answer can not be obtained

Q.144.(4) as in first question we have already calculated 
unit price of A=12.5
unit price of B=120% of 12.5=15
Let total number of items produced be N.

15 15
80 N

100

=
× =1250

Q.145.(4) total no of non defective items=84% of 
1250=1050
total sale made = 1050 × 24 = 25200 Rs.

Q.146.(5) 
Q.147.(2) In box A ,box and box C the required probability 

will be

 

4 3
15 14

×
×

 

5 4
11 10

×
×

 

2 1
12 11

×
×

Q.148.(2) reuired answer will be 5 3 1
15 11 11

×
=

×

Q.149.(1) Required answer will be same as that of = 1-all 
three balls are of green colour=

 

6 6 6 1 71 1
12 12 12 8 8

× ×
− = − =

× ×  
Q.150.(5) here two cases are possible, whether ball taken 

from box A will be of Blue colour or non 
blue colour. hence we will solve the question 
accordingly

 
5 4 10 3 5

15 12 15 12 8
× + × ==

5
18

Q.151.(3) Any two statements are sufficient.
Q.152.(5) All three statements together are not sufficient.
Q.153.(5) All three statements together are not sufficient.
Q.154.(1) SI
 SI 48     =   two year difference
 SI (2×48          6) =  102  (Third year diff.)
 Rs 6 comes from Rs. 48

 So rate of Interest = 6 100
48

×  = 12.5% = 1
8

 Principal = 48×8×8= Rs. 3072

Q.155.(4) Sum of Age of Pramod, Sohan and Sonu = 90 
years.

 Sohan  Sonu  Pramod

 3x  2x  2x+20

 3x+2x+2x+20

 = 90

 x = 10 Present Age of Pramod = 2x10+20 =40

 Age of Pramod after 5 years = 40+5=45

Nuon Solar Team has won the World Solar Challenge, a solar car race. 



SSC CHS - PRE

105

MODEL PAPER 2017

DECEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

General Intelligence And Reasoning
Q.1-3. In each of the following questions, Select the related 

word/letter/ number from the given alternatives.
Q.1.  987 : IHG :: 654 : ?
 (A) FDE   (B) FED     (C) EFD        (D) DEF
Q.2. Procession : Route :: Earth : ?
 (A) Space  (B) Orbit
 (C) Sun (D) Highway
Q.3. IC : 6 :: DP : ?
 (A) 14       (B) 10 (C) 12 (D) 16
Q.4. Two statements are given followed by two conclusions 

I and II. You have to consider the three statements 
to be true, even if they seem to be at variance from 
commonly known facts. You are to decide which of 
the given conclusion can definitely be drawn from the 
given statement. Indicate your answer.

 Statements
 Some politicians are honest.
 Sushil is not honest.
 Conclusions:
 I.  Sushil is a politician.
 II.  All honest are politician.
 (A)  Only conclusion I follows.
 (B)  Only conclusion II follows.
 (C)  Both conclusions I and II follow.
 (D)  Neither conclusion I nor II follows.
Q.5.  Which one of the following responses would be a 

meaningful order of the given words?
 1. Yearly 2. Fortnight
 3. Monthly 4. Daily
 5. Weekly
 (A) 5, 2, 3, 4, 1 (B) 4, 5, 2, 3, 1
 (C) 2, 5, 4, 3, 1 (D) 1, 4, 5, 3, 2
Q.6. If X@Y means X is the wife of Y, X $ Y means X 

is the son of Y and X#Y means X is the sister of Y, 
which of the following would mean that A is the 
daughter of B?

 (A) A $ C @ D $ B (B) A $ C $ D @ B  
 (C) A $ C $ D $ B (D) A # C $ D @ B
Q.7-9.  Find the odd word/letter/number/figure pair from 

the given alternatives.
Q.7. (A) Tree : Stem  (B) Face : Eye 

 (C) Chair : Sofa (D) Plant : Flower
Q.8. (A) 8-27  (B) 14-45  

 (C) 7-24  (D) 15-49
Q.9. (A) OE3  (B) PH3  
 (C) XD6  (D) VK2 
Q.10-11. Select the missing number from the given responses.
Q.10. 

1 3 7
2 4 4
4 5 9
3 2 3
50 70 ?

 (A) 23 (B) 115 (C) 118  (D) 220
Q.11. 

3 4 5
4 5 3
4 3 ?
48 60 105

 (A) 2 (B) 6 (C) 7  (D) 9
Q.12. A piece of paper is folded and cut as shown below in 

the question figures from the given answser figures, 
indicates how it will appear when unfolded?

 Question Figure

 

  X                 Y     Z
 Answer Figures 

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.13. In the following question, a word is represented 
by only one set of number as given in any one 
of the alternative. The set of number given in 
the alternatives are represented by two classes of 
alphabets as in two matrices given below. 

 The columns and rows Matrix - I are  numbered from 
0 to 4 and that of Matrix - II are numbered from 5 
to 9. A letter from these  matrixs is to be represented 
first by its row and then by its column, e.g ‘O’ can be 
represented by 03, 24, 42 etc and ‘P’ 55, 69, 98 etc.

HSBC has announced John Flint as its new CEO. 
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 What is the code for ‘SPORTS’?
   MATRIX              MATRIX

        
 (A)  66, 98, 14, 76, 59, 65
 (B)  66, 98, 14, 76, 86, 77
 (C)  77, 87, 24, 59, 88, 32
 (D)  77, 87, 24, 44, 97, 58
Q.14. Which number is in all the Geometrical figures?

 

6

5

1

4
3

2 8

 (A) 3 (B) 4 (C) 5 (D) 8
Q.15-16. A series is given with one term missing choose 

the correct alternative from the given ones that will 
complete the series.

Q.15.  13, ?, 46, 90, 178
 (A) 23 (B) 27 (C) 26 (D) 24
Q.16. 289, 274, 261, 250, ?
 (A) 240 (B) 241 (C) 242 (D) 243
Q.17. Which one of the given responses would be 

a meaningful order of the following words in 
ascending order?

 1. Manager  2. Employee
 3. Supervisor 4. CMD
 (A) 3, 4, 1, 2 (B) 2, 3, 1, 4
 (C) 1, 2, 3, 4 (D) 4, 3, 1, 2
Q.18. There are a group of some words. In which every 

one has been given a number. Arrange these words 
to make meaningful and show there options in a 
right order of these number.

 A  M  H  E  R  P
 1   2  3   4  5   6
 (A) 341625  (B) 312645
 (C) 536241  (D) 625341 
Q.19. Some equation are solved on the base of rule solve 

the unsloved equation according to rule.
 4 × 6 × 9 = 649, 7 × 3 × 2 = 372,
 8 × 9 × 4 = ?
 (A) 489      (B) 849 (C) 948 (D) 984

Q.20. In each of the following question, you are given 
acombination of alphabets followed by four 
alternatives (A), (B), (C) and (D). Choose the 
alternative which most closely resembles the water 
image of give combination.

 
C O M B I N E D

 Answer fiugres

 

    (A)               (B)               (C)           (D)
Q.21. From the given answer figure, select the one in 

which the question figure is hidden/embedded? 
 Question figure

 
 Answer figures

 
  (A)          (B)     (C)   (D)
Q.22. If D = 4 and ‘READ’ is coded as ‘19’ then what is 

‘HEAR’ coded as-
 (A) 32    (B) 40 (C) 23 (D) 8
Q.23. If ‘BOMBAY’ is coded as ‘FSQFEC’, which  word 

could be coded as ‘QCWSVI’?
 (A) MANDYA (B) MANDAL
 (C) MYSORE (D) MYSOER
Q.24. From the given alternative words, select the word which 

cannot be formed using the letters of the given word.
 C H R Y S A N T H E M U M
 (A) REAM  (B) TURN
 (C) MONTH (D) MERCY
Q.25. Select the missing number from the given responses.

 
45 20 40

27 30 ?35 40 3525 60 25

30 30 65

 (A) 36 (B) 33 (C) 45 (D) 60
Gucci has announced going fur-free from 2018. 
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General Awareness
Q.26.  Which programming language is developed by 

James A Gosling?
 (A) ASP.Net  (B) Java
 (C) PHP  (D) C#
Q.27. Kaleidoscope was invented by ________.
 (A) John Barber  (B) Tim Berners Lee
 (C) Alan Blumlein (D) David Brewster
Q.28. The nitrogenous waste of Human Beings is
 (A) Ammonia  (B) Urea
 (C) Ammonium Nitrate (D) None of these
Q.29. Haustoria or sucking roots are found in which of 

the following?
 (A) Wheat  (B) Mango 
 (C) Chestnut  (D) Cuscuta
Q.30. Equs Asinus is the scientific name of_______.
 (A) Donkey  (B) Cow     (C) Deer (D) Kangaroo
Q.31.   _______ is an anaesthetic agent.
 (A) Acetylene  (B) Glycol
 (C) Diethylether  (D) Ethylene
Q.32.  Andaman and Nicobar are separated by a deep sea 

known as the-
 (A) Nine Degree Channel
 (B) Ten Degree Channel
 (C) Eleven Degree Channel  
 (D) Eight Degree Channel 
Q.33.  Cell theory was presented by :
 (A) Robert Hooke and Leeuwen Hoek 
 (B) M. Schleiden and T. Schwann 
 (C) Purkinje and Baired 
 (D) John Baired and John Stephene 
Q.34. Santhara is a religious ritual of ______ community.
 (A) Sikhs      (B) Jews        (C) Jain  (D) Buddhists
Q.35. Wings of Fire is an autobiography of 
 (A) Indira Gandhi 
 (B) A. P. J. Abdul Kalam
 (C) Subhash Chandra Bose
 (D) Pranab Mukherjee
Q.36.  Which of the following will cause an increase in 

demand for a good?
 (A) An increase in income if the good is an inferior goods
 (B) A decrease in the price of the goods
 (C) A decrease in income if the good is a normal goods
 (D) An increase in the price of its substitute goods
Q.37.  The ionosphere overlaps which two layers of the 

atmosphere?

 (A) Troposphere and Mesosphere
 (B) Mesosphere and Stratosphere
 (C) Ionosphere and Homosphere
 (D) Exosphere and Thermosphere
Q.38.  Carcinogenic chemicals cause
 (A) Heart diseases (B) Diabetes
 (C) Cancer  (D) Asthma
Q.39.  First country to appoint Lokpal or equivalent to a 

Lokpal is ________.
 (A) Brazil  (B) Burma
 (C) Sweden  (D) India
Q.40.  Which are the oldest mountains in India?
 (A) Western Ghats (B) Satpura Range
 (C) Aravallis  (D) Eastern Ghats
Q.41.  Which country is the largest producer of Rice?
 (A) Brazil  (B) China
 (C) United States (D) India
Q.42.  Who built Jama Masjid?
 (A) Guru Ramdas (B) Shah Jahan
 (C) Rao Jodhaji  (D) Mahatma Gandhi
Q.43.  Battle of Haldighati was fought in the year ______.
 (A) 1764      (B) 1526      (C) 1576 (D) 1857
Q.44.  First Indian woman to get Bharat Ratna.
 (A) Indira Gandhi (B) Vijay Laxmi Pandit
 (C) Mother Teresa (D) Leela Seth
Q.45.  When ice floats on water, its _____ part remains 

outside the water.
 (A) 0.5        (B) 0.3     (C) 0.1 (D) 1
Q.46.  Instrument for measuring low temperatures is called
 (A) Diagometer  (B) Cryometer
 (C) Chromatoptometer (D) Cymometer
Q.47.  In Lok Sabha the total number of members from 

states is
 (A) 630       (B) 530    (C) 430        (D) 330
Q.48.  At the time of emergency in 1975, who was serving 

as the President of India?
 (A) Morarji Desai (B) Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed
 (C) V P Singh  (D) Indira Gandhi
Q.49. Kevin Durant plays which International Sport?
 (A) Golf  (B) Baseball
 (C) Basketball  (D) Boxing
Q.50.  Who is the author of the book  “My Experiments 

with Truth”?
 (A) Aristotle  (B) Winston Churchill
 (C) Jarnes Morris (D) Mahatma Gandhi

India held its first ever Joint Steering Committee meeting with Australia. 
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Q.51. If cos2θ + 25
2

sinθ - 7 = 0, then the value of Cosθ 
is-

 (A) 
1
2

 (B) 
1
2

 (C) 3
2

 (D) 1
12

Q.52. What is the value of 1
12 13 14 15

19

+
+

+
+

 (A) 
3013
1350

 (B) 
3031
1305

 (C) 1305
3031

 (D) 1305
3013

Q.53. H.C.F. of two numbers is 15 and their L.C.M. is 180. 
If their sum is 105, then the lowest of the numbers is -

 (A) 45 (B) 25 (C) 35 (D) 15
Q.54. The ratio of father’s age to his son’s age is 7:4. The 

product of their ages is 1008. The ratio of their ages 
after 12 years will be -

 (A) 2:1 (B) 3:2 (C) 11:7 (D) 8:5
Q.55. If 1134 coins consist of one rupee, 50 paise and 25 

paise coins whose values are in the ratio 13:11:7, 
the average of the number of 25 paise and 50 paise 
coins will be -

 (A) 150 (B) 250 (C) 350 (D) 450

Q.56. If x = 
1p
p

+  and y = 
1p
p

−  then find the value of 

x4+y4-2x2y2

 (A) 12 (B) 16 (C) 18 (D) 24

Q.57. If tanα=2 then the value of 
3 3

8sin 5cos
sin 2cos 3cos

α + α
α + α + α

is

 (A) 
21
5  (B) 

8
5  (C) 

7
5  (D) 16

5

Q.58. If a b 10
b a 3

+ = and a+b=10 then what will be the 

value of ab -
 (A) 36 (B) 24 (C) 16 (D) 9
Q.59. At a point on ground, the angle of elevation of a vertical 

tower is found to be such that its tangent is 
5

12
. On 

walking 192 m. towards the town the tangent of the 

angle of elevation is 
3
4 . Find the height of the tower.

 (A) 160 m. (B) 180 m. (C) 240 m. (D) 206 m.
Q.60. A cistern is normally filled in 4 hours, but 1 hour 

more to fill because of a leak in its bottom. If the 
cistern is full, the leak will make empty in-

 (A) 16 (B) 20 (C) 32 (D) 40
Q.61. If the ratio of difference between CI and SI for 3 years 

and 2 years is 31:10, then find the rate of interest.
 (A) 11.11% (B) 10% (C) 20% (D) 25%
Q.62. A sum of money invested at compound interest 

amounts in 3 years to Rs. 2400 and in 4 years to Rs. 
2520. The interest rate per annum is-

 (A) 5% (B) 6% (C) 10% (D) 12%
Q.63. A shopkeeper allows two successive discounts of 

10% and 12%. If he sells an article for Rs. 540, then 
the marked price of the article is -

 (A) 750 (B) 740 (C) 725 (D) 700
Q.64. Each of the radius of the base and the height of a right 

circular cylinder is increased by 10%. The volume 
of the cylinder is increased by -

 (A) 3.31% (B) 14.5% (C) 33.1% (D) 19.5%
Q.65. The difference between the interior and exterior angle 

of a regular polygon is 360. The sum of all interior 
angles is -

 (A) 3600 (B) 4800 (C) 5200 (D) 5400

Q.66. If two trains P and Q starts at the same time in 
opposite directions from two stations and arrive at 
their destinations 16 hours and 49 hours after having 
met respectively, what is the ratio of speed of train 
P to train Q.

 (A) 16:49 (B) 49:16 (C) 4:7 (D) 7:4
Q.67. A man bought a second hand android for Rs. 1200 

and spend Rs. 200 on its repairs. He sold it for Rs. 
1680. Find his profit%.

 (A) 20% (B) 10% (C) 8% (D) 16%
Q.68. The perimeteres of two squares are 40 cm. and 24 cm. 

The perimeter of third squares, whose area is equal to 
the difference of the areas of these squares is -

 (A) 34 (B) 32 (C) 38 (D) 36
Q.69. A man can row a boat 15 km. upstream and 22 km 

downstream in 5 hours. Also he can row the boat 20 
km. upstream and 27.5 km. downstream in 6.5 hours. 
Find the upstream speed of the boat.

 (A) 5 (B) 6 (C) 8 (D) 10
Q.70. PQ and RS are two parallel chords on the opposite 

sides of the centre of the circle. If PQ = 10 cm., RS = 
24 cm. and radius of the circle is 13 cm., the distance 
between the chords is -

 (A) 15 (B) 16 (C) 17 (D) 18
Q.71. A chord of circle is equal to its radius. The 

angle subtended by this chord at a point on the 
circumference in the major segment is -

 (A) 300 (B) 600 (C) 400 (D) 900

Quantitative Aptitude

The United States has lifted its 20-year-old trade embargo against Sudan.
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English Language
IDIOMS AND PHRASES
Q.76-78.Which of the following best expresses the 

meaning of the given Idiom/phrases and mark 
your answer.

Q.76. There are no hard and fast rules to play this game.
 (A) soft  (B) maverick
 (C) slow  (D) fixed
Q.77.  Please hold your tongue as I already told you 

nothing can happen now.
 (A) argue  (B) give advice
 (C) defend  (D) be silent
Q.78.  Bhagat singh was as hard as nail he never moved 

by anything.
 (A) hard working (B) emotionless
 (C) tough  (D) physically strong
Common Error
Q.79-81. In the following questions some have error 

and some have none. Find out which part of a 
sentence has an error and mark the answer to 
the appropriate letter (A), (B) and C). If there is 
no error, mark your answer as (D).

Q.79.  Please convey my(A)/ best wishes back to(B)/ 
your siblings.(C)/No error (D)

Q.80.  The call of the(A)/ seas have always found(B)/ an 
echo in me.(C)/No error (D)

Q.81.  Rahil goes(A)/ to office(B)/ by foot.(C)/No error 
(D)

SENTENCE CORRECTION
Q.82-84. In questions given below, a part of the sentence 

is underlined. Below are given alternatives to 
the highlighted part at (A), (B) and (C) which 
may improve the sentence. Choose the correct 

alternative. In case no improvement is needed 
your answer is (D).

Q.82.  My opinion for that movie is that it will bag the 
National award.

 (A) opinion to  (B) opinion about
 (C) opinion on  (D) No improvement
Q.83.  Qian sent a word to me that he would be coming 

late.
 (A) sent words  (B) had sent a word
 (C) sent word  (D) No improvement
Q.84.  The strangers were heading into a serious disaster.
 (A) for  (B) towards
 (C) along  (D) No improvement
One Word substitution
Q.85-87. In questions below out of the four alternatives, 

choose the one which can be substituted for the 
given sentence and mark it as your answer.

Q.85.  A squirrel’s home.
 (A) Drey  (B) Sty
 (C) Kennel  (D) Lair
Q.86.  A place for luggage at a railway station.
 (A) Orphanage  (B) Stable
 (C) Cloakroom  (D) Sheath
Q.87.  The dwelling place of an animal underground.
 (A) Cache  (B) Cage
 (C) Granary  (D) Burrow
Fillers
Q.88- 90. In the following questions sentences are given 

with blanks to be filled in with an appropriate 
word(s). Four alternatives are suggested for 

Rainer Weiss, Kip Thorne and Barry Barish has won the Nobel Prize in Physics 2017. 

Q.72-75. Study the following graph carefully and answer 
the following questions.

 Production of Tractors, Cars and Bikes by company 
Mahindra in different years (in Lakhs)
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Q.72. What was the percentage decrease in number of bikes 
manufactured from the year 2013 to 2014.

 (A) 18.8 (B) 21.25 (C) 23.25 (D) 19.50
Q.73. During which of the following year the total number 

of manufactured vehicles was minimum.
 (A) 2014 (B) 2015 (C) 2011 (D) 2013
Q.74. Total production of bike in year 2011 and 2012 is 

what percent of car production in year 2013.
 (A) 220 (B) 200 (C) 195 (D) 185
Q.75. What is the difference between average number of 

tractors manufactured and average number of cars 
manufactured through the given years.

 (A) 18.8 (B) 21.25 (C) 23.25 (D) 19.50
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each question. Choose the correct alternative 
out of the four and mark your answer.

Q.88.  Appu was the ____ of the Asian Games held in 
India in 1982.

 (A) Modicum  (B) Myriad
 (C) Mascot  (D) Kindle
Q.89.  After exchanging hot words the Shopkeeper 

tried to ____ the customer.
 (A) Mollify  (B) Martinet
 (C) Moot  (D) Crucify
Q.90.  There are ____ advantages of discipline in 

schools and colleges.
 (A) Mettle  (B) Perennial
 (C) Manifold  (D) Paragon
ANTONYMS
Q.91-93. In the questions given below, choose the word 

most opposite in meaning to the given word and 
mark your answer.

Q.91.  QUARANTINE
 (A) Sociable  (B) Plain
 (C) Lament  (D) Abdicate
Q.92.  RETRACT
 (A) Dubious  (B) Cancel
 (C) Affirm  (D) Seclude
Q.93.  REPUGNANT
 (A) Forcible  (B) Agreeable
 (C) Reliable  (D) Screened
SYNONYMS
Q.94-95.In the questions given below, choose the word 

most similar in meaning to the given word and 
mark your answer.

Q.94.  Amass
 (A) Nauseating  (B) Adept
 (C) Gather  (D) Yield
Q.95.  Audacity
 (A) Cleanse  (B) Exaltation
 (C) Negligence  (D) Boldness
Q.96-100. Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the given questions.
 Once a cat was caught in a hunter’s net. A mouse 

used to live in a nearby hole. The mouse seeing 
the cat in the net started playing around the cat. 
Soon a mongoose came there. He wanted to 
kill the mouse. As he lifted his head, he saw an 
owl sitting on a tree trying to catch him. The 

mongoose went very near the cat’s net to save 
himself. The mouse thought “When the hunter 
takes away the cat, the mongoose will not spare 
me and the owl is there to enjoy both of us.”  
The Mouse went to the cat and said,  
“I can cut the net if you promise to save my life 
from the mongoose and the owl.” The cat agreed. 
The mouse started cutting the net slowly and freed 
the cat only when the hunter was just near the cat. 
The cat took to heels and so ran the mongoose 
too. The owl was very much disappointed to 
see even the mouse running away to safety.  
A few days later, the cat being hungry, went 
to the hole of the mouse and requested him 
to come out for a game. The mouse replied,  
“I sought friendship and saved you to save my 
life.” Now you can go home. 

Q.96.  What did the mouse do seeing the cat in the net?
 (A) It started playing around the cat.
 (B) It immediately hid in the rat hole.
 (C) It started singing a song.
 (D) It took to heels and so ran the mongoose too.
Q.97.  Why did the mongoose go very near the cat’s 

net?
 (A) to kill the lion.
 (B) to chase the hunter.
 (C) to take revenge from a cat.
 (D) to save himself. 
Q.98.  To save its life from whom the rat said, ”I can 

cut the net if you promise to save my life”?
 (A) from the rat and the owl.
 (B) from the mongoose and the cat.
 (C) from the cat and the owl.
 (D) from the mongoose and the hunter.
Q.99. On seeing what did the owl become very much 

disappointed?
 (A) That even the mouse running away to safety.
 (B) That all his friends left it in need.
 (C) That even one of its best friends ate its food.
 (D) That the hunter is very much near to it.
Q.100.  What did the mouse reply to the hungry cat?
 (A) “I sought friendship and saved you to save my 

life.” 
 (B) “Now you can go home.”
 (C) “I can take risk of saving your life at the risk of 

my own.”
 (D) Both (A) and (B)

Kazuo Ishiguro has won the 2017 Nobel Prize for literature.
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India’s first-ever Industrial Training Institute for the Divyangans will come up in Assam.

General Intelligence & Reasoning
Q.1.(B) 

9    8    7

I    H    G
 

6    5    4

F   E    D
 

Q.2.(B) As ‘Procession’ is related to ‘Route’ in the same 
way ‘Earth’ is related to ‘Orbit’. 

Q.3.(C) IC  I = 9, C = 3
 I – C = 9 – 3 = 6
 DP D = 4, P = 16
 P – D = 16 – 4 = 12

Q.4.(D) SushilPoliticians Honest

 Neither conclusion I nor II follows.

Q.5.(B)          Q.6.(D)
Q.7.(C) Except option (C). second is part of first

Q.8.(D) 8×3+3=27 14×3+3=45

 7×3+3=24 15×3+4=49

Q.9.(B) O÷E= 15÷5=3

 P÷H=16÷8=2

 X÷D = 24÷4=6

 V÷K = 22÷11=2

Q.10.(B) 1+2+3+4 = 10
 ⇒ 10×5 = 50
 3+4+5+2 = 14
 ⇒ 14×5 = 70
 ∴ 7+4+9+3 = 23
 ⇒ 23×5 = 115
 ∴ ? = 115

Q.11.(C) 3×4×4 = 48, 4×5×3 = 60
 5×3×? = 105
 ? =  = 7

Q.12.(B)          Q.13.(B)      Q.14.(B)
Q.15.(D) ×2–2, ×2–2, ×2–2, ×2–2, .....
Q.16.(B) 289–15   274–13   261–11   250–9  241

Q.17.(B) Employee Supervisor Manager CMD

  2                3              1             4

 2314

Q.18.(B) H  A  M  P  E  R
 3   1  2  6   4   5
Q.19.(D) 4×6×9 = 649
 7×3×2 = 372

 8×9×4 = 984

Q.20.(C) C O M B I N E D

 

 Option (C) is right
Q.21.(A) Question figure find in the option figure (A).
Q.22.(C) READ - 18 + 5 + 1 + 4
 1 + 8 + 5 + 1 + 4 = 19
 HEAR - 8 + 5 + 1 + 18
 8 + 5 + 1 +1 +8 = 23
Q.23.(C) 

+4

+4
+4

+4

+4

+4

B  O   M   B   A    Y          F    S     Q    F    E   C

 Similarly

 

+4

+4
+4

+4

+4

+4

M  Y   S   O   R    E         Q    C     W   S    V    I

Q.24.(C) Because O is not available in given letters, 
hence MONTH can not be formed from the 
given letters.

Q.25.(B) As

  25 45 35 30
5

+ + + = 
135

5  = 27

 60 20 40 30 150
5 5

+ + +
=  = 30

 Similarly

  25 40 35 65 165
5 5

+ + +
= = 33

 Hence? = 33



SSC CHS - PRE MODEL PAPER 2017

112 DECEMBER/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Q.26.(B) Q.27.(D) Q.28.(B) Q.29.(D) Q.30.(A)  

Q.31.(C) Q.32.(B) Q.33.(B) Q.34.(C) Q.35.(B) 

Q.36.(D) Q.37.(D) Q.38.(C) Q.39.(C) Q.40.(C) 

Q.41.(B) Q.42.(B) Q.43.(C) Q.44.(A) Q.45.(C) 

Q.46.(B) Q.47.(B) Q.48.(B) Q.49.(C) Q.50.(D)

General Awareness

Quantitative Aptitude
Q.51.(C) 

2

2

2

2

25cos sin 7 0
2

251 sin sin 7 0
2

2sin 25sin 12 0

2sin 24sin sin 12 0
( 2sin 1)(sin 12) 0

1sin ,sin 12
2
1sin
2

3cos
2

θ + θ − =

− θ + θ − =

− θ + θ − =

− θ + θ + θ − =
− θ + θ − =

θ = θ =

θ =

θ =

Q.52.(D) 1 1
1 12 21 13 31 14 41 965

19 19

=
+ +

+ +
+ +

+

 = 

1
12 13 194

96

+
+

+

  = 1
12 963
403

+
+

  = 1
4032

1305
+

  = 1305
3013

Q.53.(A) Let two numbers be 15x and 15y
 15x × 15y = 180
 15xy = 180
 xy = 12 --------------- (1)
 15x + 15y = 105 
 x+y = 7 --------------- (2)

 from (1) and (2)
 x = 4, y = 3
 Lowest number = 3×15=45
Q.54.(B) According to question,
 7k × 4k = 1008

 k2 = 
1008

28
 k = 6
 Required ratio = (7k+12) : (4k+12)
                 = 54 : 36
                 = 3 : 2
Q.55.(D) 13x + 22x + 28 x = 1134
 63x = 1134
 x = 18
 Number of 50 paise coins = 18 × 22 = 396
 Number of 25 paise coins = 28 × 18 = 504

 Average = 396 504
2
+  = 450

Q.56.(B) x4+y4 - 2x2y2 = (x2-y2)2

 = 
22 2

1 1p p
p p

     + − −   
     

 = 
2

2 2
2 2

1 1p 2 p 2
p p

 
+ + − − + 

  

 = (4)2  = 16
Q.57.(A) ( )2

3 3 3 2

1 8 tan 58sin 5cos cos
sin 2cos 3cos tan 2 3sec

α +
α + α α=

α + α + α α + + α

 = 
2

3 2
sec (8 tan 5)

(2) 2 3(1 tan )
α α +

+ + + α

  = 

2(1 tan )(8 2 5)
8 2 3(1 4)

+ α × +
+ + +

  = (1 4)(21) 105
10 15 25
+

=
+

 = 
21
5

Ukhnaa Khurelsukhn has been appointed as the new Prime Minister of this nation Mongolia.
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Q.58.(D) a b 10
b a 3

+ =

  

a b 10
3ab

+
=

  

10 10
3ab

=

  ab 3=

  ab = 9
Q.59.(B) 

A

h

B C D

θf

x 192

 In ∆ABC

  tanf =
h
x

 -------------------(1)

  In ∆ABD

  tanθ =
h

x 192+
 -------------(2)

  from (1)

  

3 h 4hx
4 x 3

= ⇒ =

  from (2)

  

5 h h 180m.
4h12 192
3

= ⇒ =
+

Q.60.(B) Required time =
1 1
4 5

−

  = 1
20

 i.e. 20 hours

Q.61.(B) According to question

 

2

2

RP
10100
31100 300 RP

R 100

 
 
  =

+   
   
   

  

100 10
300 R 31

=
+

  300 + R = 310
  R = 10%

Q.62.(A) Rate of Interest

  = 
(2520 2400) 100

2400
− ×

  = 120 100
2400

×

  = 5%
Q.63.(A) Let marked price of the article be x Rs.

 

90 80x 540
100 100

× × =

  x = 
540 100 100

90 80
× ×

×

  = 750
Q.64.(C) Case-I
  Let the height and radius of the cylinder be 10 

units each.
  Volume of the cylinder = π × (10)2×10 = 100π
  Case-II
  Volume of the cylinder = π × (11)2×11 = 1331π

  % increase = 
331 100

1000
π

×
π

 = 33.1%

Q.65.(D) I - E = 360 -------------------(1)

 I + E = 1800 -------------------(2)

 from (1) and (2), I = 1080, E = 720

 Number of sides = 
0

0
360
72

 = 5

  Sum of all interior angles
  = (2h-4) × 900

  = (2×5-4) × 900

  = 5400

Q.66.(D) Required ratio = 49
16

 = 7 : 4

Q.67.(A) Total C.P. of mobile
  = 1200 + 200 = 1400
  Profit = 1680 - 1400 = 280

  Profit% = 
280 100

1400
×

  = 20%

Q.68.(B) a2 = 
2 240 24

4 4
   −   
   

  = 102 - 62

  = 64
  a = 8
  Perimeter of third square = 4 × 8 =32

Jacques Dubochet, Joachim Frank and Richard Henderson has won the Chemistry Nobel 2017.
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English Language
Q.76.(D)   Q.77.(D)  Q.78.(D)
Q.79.(B) Remove back.
Q.80.(B) Use ‘has’ instead of ‘have’.
Q.81.(C) Use ‘on foot’ instead of ‘by foot’.
Q.82.(B)   Q.83.(C)  Q.84.(A)
Q.85.(C)  For other options
  Lair(N)- a place where a wild animal lives.
Q.86.(C) For other options
 Sheath(N)- a close-fitting cover for the blade of a 

knife or sword.
 Stable(Adj)- not likely to give way or overturn; 

firmly fixed.
Q.87.(D) For other options
 Granary(N)- a storehouse for threshed grain.
Q.88.(C) For other options
 Kindle(V)-Rouse
Q.89.(A) For other options
 Crucify(V)- criticize (someone) severely and 

unrelentingly.

Q.90.(C) For other options
 Perennial(Adj)-Everlasting
 Paragon(N)-Exemplar
Q.91.(A) For other options
 Abdicate(V)-Disown
Q.92.(C) For other options
 Seclude(V)- keep (someone) away from other 

people.
Q.93.(B) For other options
 Screen(V)- Conceal
Q.94.(C) For other options
 Adept(Adj)-Expert
 Nauseating(Adj)- causing or liable to cause a 

feeling of nausea or disgust; disgusting.
Q.95.(D) For other options
 Exaltation(N)-Ecstasy
Q.96.(A)   Q.97.(D)  Q.98.(C)
Q.99.(A)   Q.100.(D)

Q.69.(A) Let speed of the board upstream and downstream 
be x and y kmph respectively.

 According to question,

  15 22 5
x y

+ =  ------------(1)
 

 
20 27.5 6.5
x y

+ =  ------------(2)
 
 from (1) and (2)
 x =5 and y =11  
Q.70.(C) 

P Q

R S

N

13

O

M

 

  PQ = 10 cm. ⇒ PN = 5 cm.
  RS = 24 cm. ⇒ RM = 12 cm.

  OM = 
2 213 12− = 5

  ON = 
2 213 5−  = 12

  MN = 5+12 = 17 cm.

Q.71.(A) 

A B

C

O

  AB = OA = OB
  ∴ ∠AOB = 600

  ∠ACB = 
060

2
= 300

Q.72.(A) Required % decrease

  = 
(27.5 22.5) 100

27.5
−

×

  = 5 100
27.5

× = 18.8%

Q.73.(B) 2014

Q.74.(B) Required% = 
30 25 100

27.5
+

×

  =
55 100

27.5
×  = 200%

Q.75.(C) Average number of tractors manufactured = 29 Lakhs
  Average number of cars manufactured = 26.5 Lakhs
  Difference = 2.5 Lakhs
  = 250000

G Rohini, has been made the chairperson of the panel to examine sub-categorisation of OBCs. 
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