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Dear Aspirants,

We feel great pleasure in bringing the 'August 2018' edition of our very own 'Masters in Current Affairs', a platform where 
you get all the exam related information at a single place. It is designed especially for the forthcoming examinations.  Its 
regular sections such as News Maker, News Diary, One liners etc. cover each and every news in details which is important 
for examinations. Rest of the news are covered in 'Chalte - Chalte' i.e. one liner news, which you can find at the bottom of 
each page. 

Some important issues of this month were discussed in featured articles. One among them is 'Nipah Virus'. Few deaths due 
to Nipah virus infection were reported in Kozhikode District, Kerala State, India. This is the first NiV outbreak reported in 
Kerala State and third NiV outbreak known to have occurred in India.

RBI has recently released its second Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy. The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) has 
increased the key ‘repo’ rate by 25 basis points to 6.25 %. The decision came in the backdrop of rising trend of 
inflation and oil prices, weaker currency (67.07 per dollar) and the wage-price setting process due to closure 
of “output gap”. All the details in the regards are mentioned inside.

The 18th Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Summit was held at Qingdao. It brought together the heads 
of states/governments of eight-member states; four observer states and six dialogue partners, besides 
linking up with other multilateral institutions like United Nations, ASEAN and others. The major de-
velopments of the meetings are discussed inside. 

In this edition we are providing the complete solution of UPSC (PRE) 2018, Paper I and Paper 
II. There is a separate section named Que-TM for your self-evaluation, which includes all the 
possible MCQ's from this month's current affairs. This will be highly beneficial for all the 
upcoming examinations. 

Your advice or suggestions will be much appreciated and welcomed.

 With Best Wishes
 Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.                                                                                   
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INTERVIEWanurag BaJpai

5AUGUST 2018  MICAAnil Kumar Jha has been appointed as the chairman-cum-managing director (CMD) of Coal 
India Ltd.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Prem Chandra Bajpai

Mother’s Name :  Satya Bhama Bajpai

Hobbies  : Gardening, Reading News

Prior Selection  : None

Name of the Exam : SSC MTS - 2016

Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 3010007562

Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : PDH0270786710

Anurag Bajpai

MICA :  Mahendra's family 
expresses its heartiest 
congratulations on your 
success.

Anurag : Thank You so much.

MICA : To whom do you want 
to give the credit of your 
selection?

Anurag : My family and My Parents.

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in the 
examination?

Anurag  : It was my first attempt.

MICA : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in your 
selection?

Anurag : It was like achieving a 
milestone with the help of 
Mahendra's. 

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the examination?

Anurag :                

English Language

By myself and under the guidance of 
Mahendra's faculties.

Reasoning Ability & Computers

Class notes and Speed tests 

Data Interpretation

With regular practice

General Awareness

By current affairs notes and other 
materials provided by Mahendra's. 

MICA : How about “Master in 
Current Affairs” Magazine 
and Mahendra Guru 
Website?

Anurag : Both the website and 
Magazine are very efective. 

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Anurag : The best thing about this 
institution it's Faculties. 
They are very supportive & 
Friendly. 

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Anurag : Time management plays 
a very crucial role as your 
success depends on it . 

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the Interview?

Anurag : There was no interview 
in the examination. Only 
one descriptive paper was 
held. 

MICA : By whom did you get 
information of your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Anurag : Through my Friends & I 
was very happy?

MICA : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Anurag : Practice makes a man 
perfect.

MICA : Congratulations once again 
on your success. Your 
success is our success.

Anurag : Thank You Mahendra's for 
guiding me to Success.



INTERVIEW Siddhant

6 MICA  AUGUST 2018 Harish Manwani has been appointed as an Independent Director of Tata Sons.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Ramesh Chandra

Mother’s Name :  Asha

Hobbies  : Singing, Listening to Music

Prior Selection  : RBI Assistant, Gramin Bank of Aryavrat PO,   
  SIDBI AM

Name of the Exam : IBPS PO/MT VII

Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 3051112702

Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : PDH0270786710

Siddhant

MICA : Mahendra's family 
expresses its heartiest 
congratulations on your 
success.

Siddhant : Thank You Mahendra's. 
I owe this success to 
Mahendra's institute. 

MICA : To whom do you want 
to give the credit of your 
selection?

Siddhant : Mahendra's institute and 
its faculties, My Parents 
and God.      

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in the 
examination?

Siddhant : It was my second attempt. 

MICA : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in 
your selection?

Siddhant : Mahendra's role is crucial 
till date. Speed tests, 
Lectures, Problem Solving 
session and Guidance given 
by faculty have played a 
very important role. 

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the examination?

Siddhant :            
English Language

Classes and ST practice
Reasoning Ability & Computers

Class notes , Speed tests and through 
the study material given by institution.

Data Interpretation

With regular classroom lectures and 
ST analysis. 

General Awareness

By current affairs live show and study 
materials provided by Mahendra's. 

MICA : How about “Master in 
Current Affairs” Magazine 
and Mahendra Guru Website?

Siddhant : Both the website and 
Magazine kept me updated 
about everything. 

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Siddhant : The best thing about this 
institution is availability 
of Faculties, Lab ST, 
MCA's and PSS. 

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Siddhant : It is not everything but 
crucial enough to decide 
selection. 

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the Interview?

Siddhant : PDH interview classes 
helped me in facing 
interview. 

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

Siddhant : The interview board was 
very cordial. 

The questions asked were:

(I) Why did you leave your previous 
job?

(II) What was your work profile?
(III) About family background.  
(IV) What is Tripartite agreement?
MICA : By whom did you get 

information of your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Siddhant : Through official website 
& I was very happy.

MICA : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Siddhant : Do not miss any ST/ 
MCA.

MICA : Congratulations once again 
on your success. Your 
success is our success.

Siddhant : Thank You Mahendra's for 
guiding me to Success.



one liner
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ONE liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # What is Name of Former Chief Justice of Delhi High 
Court who has passed away recently?   
 w Rajinder Sachar

 # Who has been appointed as the new Chairman of 
Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India 
(IRDAI)? w Subhash Chandra  
     Khuntia

 # Who took over as the 27th Principal Spokesperson 
of the Government of India and Director General of 
Press Information Bureau? w Sitanshu Ranjan Kar

 # Who has been appointed to ICICI Bank’s board as 
Additional (Independent) Director?   
 w Radhakrishnan Nair

 # Kottayam Pushpanath has passed away recently. He 
was_______. w Novelist

 # What is the Name of World's oldest person who has 
passed away recently? w Nabi Tajim

 # Who has taken charge as the Chief Executive Officer 
of GAIL Gas Ltd? w Asit Kumar Jana

 # Who has been appointed as the part-time Chairman 
and Managing Director of Coal India Ltd?  
 w Suresh Kumar

 # Who has been appointed as the President of Global 
Corporate Affairs of Tata Group?   
 w S Jaishankar

 # Francis Regis Campos has passed away recently. He 
was the ______. w Brigadier

 # Who has been appointed by United Nations as his special 
envoy for Myanmar? w Christine Burgener

 # Veteran freedom-fighter Chamala Yadagiri Reddy has 
passed away recently. He was from which state?  
 w Telangana

 # Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 
India to Nicaragua? w Ravi Thapar

 # Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 
India to Egypt? w Rahul Kulshreshth

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a penalty of Rs. 5 crore on South Indian Bank (SIB).

 # Balantrapu Rajanikanta Rao has passed away recently. 
He was ______. w Musicologist

 # Anam Vivekananda Reddy has passed away recently. 
He was _________. w Politician

 # Who has become the 1st woman lawyer appointed as 
Supreme court judge? w Indu Malhotra

 # Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India 
to the Czech Republic? w Narinder Chauhan

 # Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 
India to the Norway? w Krishan Kumar

 # Who has become the longest-serving Chief Minister 
of India? w Pawan Chamling

 # Patlola Ramachandra Reddy has passed away recently. 
He was _________. w Politician

 # Who took oath as new deputy Chief Minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir? w Kavinder Gupta

 # What is the Name of Former President of the All 
India Football Federation (AIFF) and ex-member of 
the Appeals committee of FIFA who has passed away 
recently? w P P Lakshmanan

 # What is the Name of Former Chief of Air Staff, Air 
Chief Marshal who has passed away recently?  
 w Idris Hasan Latif

 # What is the Name of Eminent Marxist Economist, 
Politician, and Former Finance Minister of West 
Bengal who has passed away recently?   
 w Ashok Mitra

 # Who has been appointed as the full-time member of 
the 15th Finance Commission?    
 w Ashok Lahiri

 # Who has been appointed as an interim judge to the 
civil court of New York City?     
 w Deepa Ambekar

 # B N Vijaykumar has passed away recently. He was 
________. w Politician



CURRENT AFFAIRS one liner

8 MICA  AUGUST 2018

NATIONAL & STATE

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

AWARDS

Lord Swraj Paul has received a lifetime achievement award for his contributions towards 
promoting brand India in the UK.

Commission? w Jammu and Kashmir

 # In which city International SME convention was 
held? w New Delhi

 # Which High Court has become the first court in south 
India and eighth in the country to introduce e-court fee 
payment facility? w Madras 

 # With Which Bank India has signed a loan agreement 
for US$ 125 million for “Innovate in India for 
Inclusiveness Project”? w World Bank

 # Who is Minister of State (Independent Charge) For 
Power and New & Renewable Energy?   
 w R.K Singh

 # Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Raman Singh and Union 
Minister of state for Railways Ranjan Gohain have 
flagged off Antyodaya Express, a fully unreserved 
train between_______. w Durg and Firozpur  
     Cantt

 # 15th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas will be held in 
________. w Varanasi 

 # Which State has become the first state to provide 
digitally-signed land record receipts (also known as 
7/12 receipts)? w Maharashtra

 # What is the Investment Limit for Senior Citizens under 
Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY)? 
 w 15 Lakh

 # In which city 4th Regional Conference on ‘Futuristic, 
Resilient and Digital Infrastructure’ was held?  
 w Bengaluru

 # Which State government has introduced loan-waiver 
scheme for farmers under which crop loan of up to Rs 
50,000 will be waived? w Rajasthan

 # With Which Bank Government of India has signed $210 
million loan agreement for the Madhya Pradesh Rural 
Connectivity Project? w World Bank

 # Which State has signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) with the British Council to 
strengthen educational and cultural cooperation 
between the two nations? w Maharashtra

 # Which State has become the first state in the country to 
approve the recommendations of the 7th Central Pay 

 # Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has 
given its approval for restructured Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme of Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA). 
Scheme will be implemented at the total cost of Rs. 
________crore. w 7255.50 Crore

 # From which city Human Resource Development 
Ministry has launched Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 2.0? 
 w New Delhi

 # Who has launched the Rashtriya Gramin Swaraj 
Abhiyan at Mandla in Madhya Pradesh?   
 w Narendra Modi

 # Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme of National Bamboo 
Mission (NBM). An outlay of Rs._____ crore is 
provisioned for implementation of the Mission  
 w 1290 Crore

 # Who has received the All India Management 
Association’s (AMA’s) annual award for lifetime 
contribution to media? w Indu Jain 

 # Who has been chosen for the Saraswati Samman for 
2017? w Sitanshu   
     Yashaschandra

 # Who was awarded the UNESCO‘s World Press 
Freedom Prize? w Mahmoud Abu Zeid

 # Who has been awarded the National Intellectual 
Property (IP) Award 2018? w CSIR

 # Who has been selected for the ONV Literary Award? 
 w M T Vasudevan Nair

 # In which city, First meeting of the BRICS Finance 
Ministers and Central Bank Governors was held?  
 w Washington D.C.,  
     USA

 # Which country has changed its name to 'Kingdom of 
eSwatini'? w Swaziland

 # Union Cabinet has approved the Mutual Recognition 
Agreement between the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI) and The _______Institute 
of Chartered Accountants (SAICA).   
 w South African

 # In which city First-ever India-South Africa business 
summit will be held? w Johannesburg

 # Mario Abdo Benitez has been elected as the president 
of____________. w Paraguay

INTERNATIONAL



one liner
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SPORTS
FINANCIAL AWARENESS

Union Cabinet has given its approval to the MOU on Cooperation in the field of Medicinal 
Plants between India and Equatorial Guinea.

 # Which Company has become the first Indian company 
to cross the $100 billion in market capitalization? 
 w TCS

 # According to the World Bank, ___________has 
become the highest remittance receiving country.  
 w India

 # Which Bank has agreed in principle to give an aid of 
1,700 crore rupees to Uttarakhand for infrastructure 
development and creation of sewerage treatment 
facilities in urban areas? w ADB

 # According to Deloitte's India Economic Outlook 
Report 2018, India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
growth rate is expected to ______in the Financial Year 
2018-19. w  7.2 %

 # According to Deutsche Bank, India's GDP growth rate 
is expected to _____ per cent in the Financial Year 
2018-19. w 7.5 % 

 # Kotak Mahindra Bank has redesignated __________ 
as Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer. 
 w Uday Kotak

 # According to a BMI Research, India's GDP growth 
rate is expected to ________ in the Financial Year 
2018-19. w 7.3 %

 # India has been ranked _______ position in the FDI 
Confidence Index 2018 of global consultancy firm A T 
Kearney. w 11th

 # According to Harvard University's Report, India's GDP 
growth rate is expected to ________in the Financial 
Year 2018-19. w 7.9 %

 # Audrey Azoulay is a Director-General of United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). She is from which 
country? w France

 # Union Cabinet has given its approval for the MOU 
between India and ________ for Cooperation in 
the field of Traditional Systems of Medicine and 
Homoeopathy. w Sao Tome and   
     Principe

 # Harimau Shakti is a joint training exercise of India and 
Malaysia. w Malaysia

 # In which city India-Nepal Inter-Governmental 
Committee (IGC) on Trade, Transit and Cooperation 
to Control Unauthorised Trademeeting was held?  
 w Kathmandu

 # Who has been appointed U.K.’s new Home 
Secretary? w Sajid Javid

 # In which country International Buddhist Conference 
was held? w Nepal

 # In which city 9th India-Japan Energy Dialogue was 
held? w New Delhi

 # In which country, India has organized a cultural 
festival to commemorate the 157th birth anniversary 
of Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore?   
 w Egypt

 # What is the Name of Canadian Member of Parliament 
who has passed away recently?    
 w Gord Brown

 # According to the latest Global Findex Database 
released by the World Bank, India has world's 
________ largest unbanked population.   
 w Second

 # According to the Nomura, India's GDP growth rate is 
expected to ____per cent in the first half of 2018.  
 w 7.8 Per Cent

 # Competition Commission of India (CCI) has imposed 
a penalty of over _____crore rupees on Eveready 
Industries India Ltd and over ____crore rupees on 
Indo National Ltd (Nippo). w 171, 42

 # To which Bank, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
given its approval to open two representative offices 
in London and Singapore? w Yes Bank

 # According to a Finance Ministry Data, Total deposits 
in Jan Dhan accounts were at Rs ________crore on 
April 11, 2018. w 80,545.70 Crore

 # Who has been recommended by Table Tennis 
Federation of India (TTFI) for the prestigious Arjuna 
Award? w Manika Batra

 # Julio Cesar has announced retirement from football. 
He is from which country? w Brazil

 # Who has won the Panasonic Open Golf Tournament 
title? w Rahil Gangjee

 # Which state government has announced 2% reservation 
in Government jobs for sportspersons?   
 w Telangana

 # Who has won the Men Singles title of Monte-Carlo 
Tennis Masters? w Rafael Nadal

 # Which Team has won the Asia Oceania Junior Fed 
Cup under-16 girls’ tennis tournament by defeating 
Indonesia? w Australia



CURRENT AFFAIRS one liner
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

After Russia, China and US, India has decided to include Artificial Intelligence in its defence 
forces.

 # Where is the Headquarters of Competition Commission 
of India (CCI)? w New Delhi

 # Mukesh Ambani has been ranked _____ in Fortune's 
2018 list of The World's 50 Greatest Leaders.  
 w 24th

 # Which Day is observed as the World Press Freedom 
Day? w 3 May

 # Which Day is observed as the National Panchayati Raj 
Day? w 24 April

 # Coastal Security Exercise ‘Sagar Kavach’ was held in 
__________. w Kerala

 # India has been ranked ________ in the 2018 World 
Press Freedom Index. w 138th

 # Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has released 
a Book ‘My Journey from Marxism-Leninism to 
Nehruvian Socialism’. It is authored by_______.  
 w C H Hanumantha Rao

 # Former Indian football Team captain Bhaichung 
Bhutia has launched his political party. Name of Party 
is _________. w 'Hamro Sikkim'

 # According to WADA' report, India is joint ________in 
list of Doping Violations. w 6th

 # "Bangabandhu-1" is a satellite of which country?  
 w Bangladesh

 # In which city National Workshop on Data 
Requirements for Disaster Risk Reduction Database 
has been started? w New Delhi

 # World Health Organization has ranked 14 of India’s 
cities in the top 20 most polluted cities across the world. 
According to PM2.5 Level, Which is the World’s Most 
Polluted city? w Kanpur

 # According to Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute' (SIPRI) report, India is the ___________
largest military spender country in the world.  
 w Fifth

 # Who has won his first PSA World Tour title by 
defeating Tristan Eyrele of South Africa in the finals 
of the Madison Open in the US?   
 w Velavan Senthilkumar

 # Shahzar Rizvi is related to which sports?  
 w Shooting

 # Which women's team has won the team championship 
by defeating Nepal in the 8th South Asian Judo 
Championship? w India

 # Jeremy Lalrinnunga is related to which sports?  
 w Weightlifting

 # In which country 2019 Asian Senior (Men & Women) 
Weightlifting Championships will be held?  
 w India 

 # Who has been recommended by BCCI for the 
prestigious Dronacharya award?   
 w Rahul Dravid

 # Who has been recommended by BCCI for the Rajiv 
Gandhi Khel Ratna? w Virat Kohli

 # Who has been recommended by BCCI for Dhyan 
Chand Lifetime Achievement Award?   
 w Sunil Gavaskar

 # Smriti Mandhana is related to which sports?  
 w Cricket

 # Neeraj Chopra is related to which sports?  
 w Javelin throw

 # Who has won the 11th Barcelona Open tennis title by 
defeating Stefanos Tsitsipas? w Rafael Nadal

 # Who has won the Men's Singles Title of Kunming 
Open Tennis Tournament at Anning, China?  
 w Prajnesh   
     Gunneswaran

 # Indian boxers have won the _______ Medals at 56th 
Belgrade International Boxing Tournament.  
 w 13 Medals

 # Lewis Hamilton has won the Azerbaijan Grand Prix title. 
He is from which country? w UK

 # Where is the Headquarters of All India Football 
Federation (AIFF)? w New Delhi

 # Who has won a silver medal in the sabre event of the 
Tournoi World Cup Satellite Fencing Championship in 
Reykjavik, Iceland? w C A Bhavani Devi

 # Who has been appointed by Hockey India as the Chief 
Coach for the Indian Men’s Hockey Team?  
 w Harendra Singh

 # Who has been appointed as Australian cricket team's 
head coach for all three formats?   
 w Justin Langer

 # Manpreet Singh is related to which sports?  
 w Hockey



SPOTLIGHTall that MatterS

11AUGUST 2018  MICARussia has launched 'Akademik Lomonosov', the world's first floating nuclear power plant.

ABBREVIATIONS IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY BOOKS & AUTHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Behavior Gap
Behavior Gap is the difference between 
the actual return earned by an investor 
and the return that he could have earned 
if he had invested more conventionally in 
the larger market. The gap is accredited to 
the investor’s behavioral mistakes which 
cause him to drift the market index. An in-
vestor who tries to outperform the market 
average by picking individual stocks, for 
instance, might take emotional decisions 
that lead to returns that are lower than 
the market average. The term was coined 
by American investor Carl Richards in his 
2012 book The Behavior Gap.

Pain point
This refers to any unsolved problem fac-
ing a consumer in the market. Investors 
and entrepreneurs try to identify consumer 
pain points in order to decide on making 
investments and developing new products 
for an unexplored market. Consumers are 
not always aware about their pain points, 
so businesspersons may have to figure out 
these points on their own through the pro-
cess of trial and error and sample stud-
ies. The study of pain points is common 
to start-ups which try to find the actual 
potential of their ideas before committing 
to making huge investments. It is also the 
centre of attention of groups that are in-
volved in conducting market research.

August 03: Internatioal Friendship Day
August 06: Anti Nuclear Day
August 09: Nagasaki Day
August 09: Quit India Day
August 12: International Youth Day
August 15: Indian Independence Day
August 29: National Sports Day

 API  : Application Programming Interface

 CAD  : Command Area Development 

 CGWB : Central Ground Water Board 

 CWMI  : Composite Water Management Index 

 FAO  : Food and Agriculture Organisation 

 GIS  : Geographic Information System  

 IPC  : Irrigation Potential Created 
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:- Yascha Mounk

:- Stewart Gordon
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MICA  AUGUST 2018 Rajinder Singh has been appointed as the president of Hockey India (HI).

Anubrata Biswas Mia Mottley

Airtel Payments Bank has ap-
pointed Anubrata Biswas as its 

managing director and CEO. Biswas 
has experience of more than 17 years 
in the banking sector.
Prior to joining Airtel Payments Bank, 
he was the joint general manager and 
retail business head — South India 
for ICICI Bank and 
was responsible for 
managing the retail 
banking business 
across over 550 
branches of the 
bank.

Mia Mottley has been elected as 
the first female Prime Minister 

of Barbados.
 # The Caribbean island of Barbados 

has elected its first woman prime 
minister since gaining independence 
from Britain in 1966.

 # Mia Mottley : Barbados Labour 
Party (BLP).

BARBADOS

• Capital: 
Bridgetown

• Currency: 
Dollar

Senior Indian diplomat Pankaj Saran has been appointed as the Deputy Nation-
al Security Advisor (NSA). Pankaj Saran is currently India's ambassador to  

Russia.
About Pankaj Saran

 # The Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer of the year 1982 batch was appointed 
the ambassador of India in Russia in November 2015.

 # He has held many important positions in India and abroad. He has served twice in 
the Prime Minister's Office.

 # He was previously working as Joint Secretary from 1995 to 1997 as   
Deputy Secretary, Director and then from 2007 to 2012.

 # Former Head of Intelligence Bureau Ajit Doval is National Security Adviser. Rajeev Khanna, former 
chief of RAW, was also appointed Deputy NSA in January this year.

National Security Adviser (NSA)
National Security Advisor (NSA) was the Chief Executive of the National Security Council (NSC) and 
the primary adviser to the national and international security of the Prime Minister of India.

Pankaj Saran

Jordan’s King Abdullah II appointed 
Omar Razzaz as a New Prime 

Minister. 
Mr Razzaz a Harvard-educated former 
senior World Bank official, replaced 
Hani Mulki, who quit amid widening 
protests against his government's 
austerity program, including a 
planned tax increase. 
Mr Razzaz served as 
education minister 
in the Mulki 
government.

Omar Razzaz
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AUGUST 2018  MICANicolas Maduro has been elected as the president of Venezuela.

N icolas Maduro has been 
elected as the president of 

Venezuela.
Key facts related to Nicolas 
Maduro:

 # He is the leader of the United 
Socialist Party of Venezuela.

 # Prior to the year 2007, he was 
a member of the Fifth Republic 
Movement Party.

 # Nicolas Maduro, under the 
leadership of President Hugo 
Chavez, was Vice President 
of the country, he was also the 
country's Foreign Minister in 
2006.

 # In the government of Maduro, 
Venezuela suffered the biggest 
financial crisis 
of recent times. 
But after all 
this, Nicholas 
M a d u r o ' s 
g o v e r n m e n t 
survived.

Alicia Pucheta has been appointed as the interim President of Paraguay. 
Paraguay will have a woman president for the first time in its history, at 

least temporarily, after outgoing leader Horacio Cartes stepped down ahead of 
schedule.

 # Vice President Alicia Pucheta, 68, will complete Cartes’s 
mandate after he resigned to become a senator.

 # On August 15, fellow conservative Mario Abdo Benitez, 
elected in April 22 polls, will begin his five-year term as 
president of one of Latin America’s poorest countries.

Former IDBI Bank MD and Chief 
Executive M.K Jain is appointed a 

new Deputy Governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) for a period of three 
years.The appointment was made by the 
Financial Sector Regulatory Appointment 
Search Committee, which includes the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor, 
the Financial Services Secretary, besides 
other independent members.
Jain has been the managing director and 
chief executive officer of IDBI Bank 
Ltd. Since April 2017. A career banker, 
Jain has previously served as the CEO of 
Indian Bank. He has also been a member 
of the Indian Banks' Association 
Committee on risk management.
Tit-Bits: Reserve bank of India 
The Reserve Bank of India was 
established on April 1, 1935
Governor : Urjit Patel
Deputy Governor : 
BP Kanungo, N S 
Vishwanathan, Viral 
Acharya, M.K Jain

R K Agrawal Nicolas Maduro

Alicia Pucheta

M.K Jain

The Appointments Committee of 
the Cabinet (ACC) has appointed 

former Supreme Court Judge Justice 
R K Agrawal as President of National 
Consumer Disputes Redressal Com-
mission (NCDRC). He will succeed 
Justice D K Jain, who completed his 
term. Justice Agrawal was judge of 
Supreme Court from February 2014 
to May 2018 and had served on bench 
of the apex court for four years.
National Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission (NCDRC)

NCDRC is quasi-judicial commission 
set up under Consumer Protection 
Act of 1986. It addresses grievances 
of aggrieved consumer for goods 
and services having value over Rs. 
1 crore. It was established in 1988 
and is headquar-
tered in New Delhi. 
The commission is 
headed by sitting 
or retired judge of 
Supreme Court of 
India.
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Lt. Gen. Anbu becomes Vice-Chief 
of Army Staff

Lt. General Devraj Anbu assumed 
charge as Vice-Chief of the Army 
Staff, succeeding Lt. Gen. Sarath 
Chand. Lt. Gen. Anbu was General 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the 
Northern Command headquartered at 
Udhampur in Jammu and Kashmir, 
before being appointed to the crucial 
post. Lt. Gen. 
Ranbir Singh, who 
announced the 
September 2016 
surgical strikes in 
Pakistan, assumed 
charge as chief 
of the Northern 
Command, replacing Lt. Gen. Anbu.

Ethnic Indian, Tommy Thomas has 
been appointed as the new attorney 

general of Malaysia. He replaces 
Mohamad Apandi Ali. Malaysia’s 
king has approved the appointment of 
an ethnic Indian lawyer amid protests 
from Islamic groups that the job must 
be held by a Muslim.
He has become the first minority to 
hold the post in 55 years.
Thomas has been a 
lawyer in Malaysia 
for the last 42 years. 
Born in Kuala 
Lumpur, Thomas 
has been an ex-
student of Victoria 
Institution, University of Manchester 
and London School of Economics.

Justice Krishna Murari has taken 
charge as the Chief Justice of the 

Punjab and Haryana High Court.
Born on July 9, 1958, Justice Murari 
has had a long and distinguished 
career in the legal field. Hailing from 
a family of lawyers, he has also been 
General Secretary and President 
of the High Court Bar Association 
and specialised in company matters 
and consolidation 
cases.
Justice Murari 
was elevated as an 
Additional Judge 
on January 7, 2004, 
and took oath as a 
Permanent Judge on August 18, 2005.

Lt. Gen. Devraj Anbu Tommy ThomasKrishna Murari

AV Ramana

A. V. Ramana, Deputy Chairman, Cochin Port Trust, has been given additional charge 
of Chairman, by the Ministry of Shipping. He joined Cochin Port Trust as Deputy 

Chairman in August 2016.
Ramana was Chief Mechanical and Electrical Engineer in the Kolkata Port 
Trust and was instrumental in facilitating integrated container operations 
through the OOM (Own Operate and Maintain) model. He also worked as Chief 
Administrative Officer, Indian Ports’ Association and Deputy Director, Indian 
Maritime University.

With 28 years experience in the ports sector, he was associated 
with the Sethusamudram Public Hearing Committee. He is a member 
of the Chennai-based technical committee on infrastructural issues 
related to the Indian Maritime University (IMU) and is also associated with 
preparation of the statute for IMU.

The chairman of LG Group, Koo Bon-moo has passed away. He was 73.
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Keshari Nath Tripathi

Sarita Nayyar

West Bengal Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi was given the additional charge of 
Tripura.  He will work during the absence of Tathagata Roy, Governor of Tripura.

West Bengal

Capital: Kolkata
Chief minister: Mamata Banerjee
Districts: 23
High Court : Calcutta High Court

The World 
E c o n o m i c 

Forum (WEF) 
has appointed 
Sarita Nayyar 
to its Managing 
Board. In addition 
to her role as the Chief Operating 
Officer (COO) for the World 
Economic Forum LLC, Nayyar will 
help lead the international expansion 
of the Forum’s centre for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution Network.
She will also lead the Forum’s 
international expansion with new 
centres opening in India, Japan 
and China.
World Economic Forum (WEF)
Headquarters: Cologny, 
Switzerland
Founder: Klaus Schwab
Founded: January 1971

Sharad Kumar Arvind Saxena

Former NIA chief Sharad Kumar 
has been appointed as vigilance 

commissioner in the Central Vigilance 
Commission. The 62-year-old IPS 
officer of the Haryana cadre retired in 
September last year after heading the 
National Investigation Agency for four 
years. He has been appointed as the 
Vigilance Commissioner for a period 
of four years in the Central Vigilance 
Commission or till he is 65 years old.
This post was vacant since February. 
According to the rules, Kumar's 
tenure ends in October 2020. The 
commission consists of a central 
vigilance commissioner 
and two vigilance 
commissioners. KV 
Chaudhary is currently 
the Central Vigilance 
Commissioner and TM 
Bhasin is the second 
vigilance commissioner.

UPSC member Arvind Saxena 
has been appointed as the acting 

Chairman of the commission.
Saxena, a 1978-batch Indian Postal 
Service officer, will take over the charge 
from incumbent Vinay Mittal who 
completes his term at the Union Public 
Service Commission (UPSC).
He will perform the duties of the post of 
Chairman, UPSC till further orders or 
till completion of his tenure on August 
7, 2020. He has joined the UPSC in 
May, 2015 after he completed his stint 
in the Aviation Research Centre (ARC).
He has also worked 
in the Research 
and Analysis Wing 
(RAW) after he 
joined it in 1988 
and "specialised 
in the study of 
strategic developments in neighbouring 
countries". 

Noted Telugu writer Peddibhotla Subbaramaiah has passed away recently. He was 79.
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English translation of Polish novel 'Flights' has won the 
Man Booker Prize.

Kamaljit Bawa, First Indian to won 
Linnean Medal

'Hero to Animals' Award to Zubeen Garg

Polish author Olga Tokarczuk has won the Man Booker In-
ternational Prize for her novel ‘Flights’. The novel, trans-

lated by Jennifer Croft, interweaves narratives of travel with 
explorations of the human body. It bagged the 67,000 US dol-
lar prize after topping a shortlist of six titles, 
with Tokarczuk becoming the first Polish 
writer to win the award. Other finalists in-
cluded Iraqi writer Ahmed Saadawi’s horror 
story ‘Frankenstein in Baghdad’ and South 
Korean author Han Kang’s meditative novel 
‘The White Book’.

The Linnean Medal is awarded to a biologist every year by the Linnean Society of London (the world’s 
oldest active biological society founded in 1788 and named after famous Swedish biologist Carl Lin-
naeus who gave us one of the systems of naming plants and animals). 
The first scientist to receive the Linnean Medal was Sir Joseph D. Hooker who compiled the monumen-
tal seven-volume Flora of British India, the first ever comprehensive account of India’s plants. Other 
recipients include Alfred Wallace (popularly known as the ‘father of biogeography’) in 1892 and Ernst 

Mayr — famous evolutionary biologist who proposed the ‘biological species concept’, which is the most widely-accepted 
definition of a species — in 1977.

Indian botanist Kamaljit S. Bawa, president of Bengaluru-
based non-profit Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and 

the Environment (ATREE), has won the prestigious Linnean 
Medal in Botany from the Linnean Society of London.
He is the first Indian to win the award ever since it was first 
constituted in 1888. The scientist is being recognised for his 
pioneering research on the evolution of tropical plants, tropical 

Animal welfare organisation, People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA), has announced its 'Hero 

to Animals' Award for Assam-based Bollywood singer-actor 
Zubeen Garg.
The award is for his call to end animal sacrifice at Guwahati’s 
Kamakhya temple at a Bihu function on May 
28.
Prior to this, Asin, Zarine Khan, Rani 
Mukherjee, Sada Syed and Shilpa Shetty 
have also been awarded the Hero of Animal 
Award by PETA India.

deforestation, non-timber forest products and for decades of work on the biodiversity of forests in Central America, the 
Western Ghats and the Eastern Himalaya.
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Indian-origin Texas boy wins Scripps 
National Spelling Bee

'Santokba Humanitarian Award' to Kailash Satyarthi and 
A S Kiran Kumar

PM Modi gives Padma Shri award to former Singaporean 
diplomat

Karthik Nemmani won the 2018 Scripps 
National Spelling Bee, correctly spell-

ing the word "koinonia" to win the title.
Nemmani, a 14-year-old from Texas, defeat-
ed a field of more than 515 spellers, aged 8 to 
15, hailing from across the United States and 
eight other countries. The definition of the 
winning word "koinonia" is: the Christian fellowship or body of 
believers, according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary.

Kailash Satyarthi and A S Kiran Kumar have been honoured 
with the 'Santokba Humanitarian Award'.

 # Child rights activist and Noble Laureate Kailash Satyarthi 
and space scientist A S Kiran Kumar, Chairman of 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), were given 
'Santokbaa Humanitarian Award‘.

 # Prominent awardees in the past include 
industrialist Ratan Tata, Tibetan spiritual 
leader Dalai Lama, Sudha Murthy, Dr S. 
Swaminathan, Sam Pitroda and Verghese 
Kurien.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave Padma Shri award, one 
of India's highest civilian awards, to former Singaporean 

diplomat Tommy Koh. Koh was among 10 ASEAN (Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations) receipts of the prestigious 
award this year.
Koh, has served as Singapore's ambassador 
to the US and the UN, and as president of the 
Third United Nations Conference on the Law 
of the Sea in 1981 and 1982. He is currently 
chairman of the board of governors of the 
Centre for International Law at the National 
University of Singapore.

Santokba Humanitarian Award

 # The Santokba Humanitarian Award was instituted by Shree Ramkrishna Knowledge Foundation (SRKKF).
 # The award includes a trophy and prize money of Rs 1 crore.
 # The award was first presented in 2007

The 91st annual bee was held in the Maryland suburbs of Washington. Nemmani won the title during the finals, consisting 
of 16 spellers, the largest group ever included in the final broadcast round. The group is made up of nine girls and seven 
boys. Last year, 15 spellers advanced to that stage.
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Eminent Gujarati writer 
and humorist Vinod Bhatt 

has passed away. He was 80.
The veteran writer was best 
known for his humour columns 
in Gujarati newspapers, which 
were popular among the 
masses.
He was president of Gujarati 
Sahitya Academy for a 
year from 1996 and wrote 

columns in several leading newspapers. He worked as a tax 
consultant while continuing his passion for writing.
His newspaper column ‘Mag Nu Naam Mari’ was very 
popular among the masses. Apart from being a columnist, 
Bhatt had authored more than 45 books in different genres, 
including satire, comedy and biography.

One of India's most 
decorated Generals, 

Lieutenant General Zorawar 
Chand Bakshi has passed away 
recently. He was 97.
He was most known as one 
of the commanders of Indo-
Pakistani War of 1965. In the 

Indo Pakistani War of 1947-1948, he was awarded a Vir 
Chakra for his bravery in July 1948. Soon afterward he 
was awarded the MacGregor Medal in 1949. In the Indo-
Pakistani War of 1965, he was instrumental in the capture 
of the Haji Pir Pass from the Pakistani Forces, for which 
he was awarded the Maha Vir Chakra. In 1969-1970, he 
led successful counter-insurgency operations in pockets of 
North East India. During the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971 he 
was instrumental in the capture of territory in what is now 
referred to as the crucial Chicken-Neck Sector, for which he 
was awarded the Param Vishisht Seva Medal.

Rating agency ICRA expects GDP growth in January-March 2017-18 at 7.4 per cent.

Madala Ranga Rao

Philip Roth

Alan Bean

Vinod Bhatt Lieutenant 
General Zorawar 
Chand Bakshi

Telugu actor and producer Madala Ranga Rao has passed away recently. He was 71. 
Madala Ranga Rao was born in Mynampadu of Prakasam district on May 25, 1948. He 

also served as a key member in Praja Natya Mandali and was associated with several people’s 
movements.
Besides being an actor, he also directed and produced films under the banner 
Navataram.
Due to his Leftist ideology, the moniker ‘Red Star’ was added to his name.

Philip Roth, a novelist who 
was a pre-eminent figure 

in 20th century literature, died 
recently. He was 85. 

 # Philip Roth received 
a Pulitzer Prize for his novel 
American Pastoral.

 # Philip Roth was 
awarded the Man Booker 
International Prize for lifetime 
achievement in fiction.

 # He published around 27 Novels out of which 7 of them 
were adapted on screen. 

Former US astronaut Alan 
Bean has passed away 

recently. He was 86.
 # Former US astronaut 

Alan Bean, who was the fourth 
man to walk on the Moon, has 
died in Texas, United States. 
He was 86.

 # Bean went into 
space twice, the first time 
in November 1969 as the 

lunar module pilot on the Apollo 12 moon-landing 
mission.

 # In 1973 he was commander of the second crewed flight 
to Skylab - America's first space station. 

 # Bean retired from NASA in 1981.
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Indian-origin lawyer and politician Gobind Singh Deo became Malaysia's first minister from 

the Sikh community.

Pandurang 
Fundkar

Kandaala 
Subrahmanya 
Tilak

Ramchandra 
Bainda

Shantaram Naik

Satya Sadhan 
Chakraborty

Adiraju 
Venkateswara

Maharashtra Agriculture 
Minister Pandurang Fundkar 
has passed away. He was 67. 
The senior BJP leader was a 
three-term MP and a former 
president of the Maharashtra 
party unit. The legislator first 
became an MLA in 1978.
Fundkar was inducted into the 

Devendra Fadnavis government in July 2016. He was also 
known as Bhausaheb Fundkar. He also served as the leader 
of opposition in Maharashtra Legislative Council. His son 
Akash Pandurang Fundkar is an MLA from Khamgaon 
constituency.

Freedom fighter and 
member of the first 

Lok Sabha, Kandaala 
Subrahmanya Tilak, has 
passed away. He was 98.
Tilak, who took part in India's 
freedom struggle including 
the Salt Satyagraha, was 

elected to the first Lok Sabha in 1952 from Vizianagaram 
constituency.

Former BJP MP from 
Faridabad, Ramchandra 

Bainda has passed away. He 
was 72.
Bainda was associated with 
a number of social, cultural 
and literary organisations 
engaged in the upliftment of 
the downtrodden. 

Born on February 7, 1946 in village Khabra Kalan, district 
Hisar, Bainda was elected from the Faridabad parliamentary 
constituency for the 11th, 12th as well as the 13th Lok 
Sabha between 1996 and 2004.

Former Rajya Sabha MP 
and ex-Goa Congress chief 

Shantaram Naik has passed 
away. He was 72.
Naik was elected as the 
member of Lok Sabha in the 
1984 General Election. He 
also pursued the demand for 
statehood to Goa which was 
fulfilled in the year 1987.

He represented Goa in Rajya Sabha for two terms 2005-2011 
and 2011-2017. He was defeated by BJP candidate Vinay 
Tendulkar during the elections held for Rajya Sabha seat in 
July 2017. Naik was the President of Goa Pradesh Congress 
Committee who had resigned from the post recently after 
party chief Rahul Gandhi appealed for the young minds to 
take over the reigns. He was then replaced by Chodankar.

Former Chief Minister 
of West Bengal and 

Communist Party of India (CPI) 
leader Satya sadha Chakraborty 
has passed away. He was 
85. For more than a decade, 
Chakravarty was the state's 
Higher Education Minister.
He was elected to the Lok 
Sabha from the South Kolkata 

Lok Sabha constituency in 1980. Chakraborty had won in the 
1991 assembly elections and was appointed the state's Higher 
Education Minister. In this post, he persisted until 2006.

Veteran journalist 
and author Adiraju 

Venkateswara Rao passed. He 
was 80. 
Popularly known as Adiraju, 
Venkateswara Rao was born in 
1938 at Panditapuram village 
in Khammam district.
In a career spanning over five-
and-a-half decades, he worked 

for several Telugu and English dailies and news agencies 
including Andhra Jyothi, Udayam, Deccan Chronicle, 
Indian Express, Himachal Times and Hindustan Samachar 
at Hyderabad and Delhi.
He also edited some political weeklies.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

M.K Jain is appointed 
a new Deputy Governor 
of  the Reserve Bank of  

India (RBI)

9th edition of  ‘Rashtriya 
Sanskriti Mahotsav’ under 
the Ministry of  Culture, 

was held in Tehri, Uttara-
khand.

Government of  India and 
World Bank signs $500 Mil-
lion Additional Financing for 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana Rural Roads Project

First informal Summit between India and Russia was held in the city of Sochi.

NITI Aayog and ABB India Sign Statement of Intent 23 May '18

NITI Aayog and ABB India signed a State-
ment of Intent (SoI) to support the Indian 
government realize its ambitious vision of 

‘Make in India’ through advanced manufacturing 
technologies that incorporate the latest develop-
ments in robotics and artificial intelligence.
NITI Aayog will work with ABB across various 
sectors of the economy, such as the power and 
water utilities, industries like food as well as the 
heavy industries and the transport (rail and metro) 
and infrastructure to suggest solutions for digitali-
zation, incorporating the Internet of Things (IoT) 
and Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies. The 
initiative also covers the fast growing segment of 
electric mobility.
Jointly, NITI Aayog and ABB will work with gov-
ernment ministries, solicit feedback for areas critical to them and discuss solutions using industrial automation, and digi-
talization technologies.
Through this SoI, NITI Aayog will facilitate participation of policymakers and government functionaries 
in workshops and training programs organized by ABB India. Such programs will feature subject matter 
experts and will aim to sensitize policymakers and officials about relevant AI capabilities, and explore 
ways they can be used for revolutionizing manufacturing productivity.

ABOUT ABB

ABB (ASEA Brown Boveri) is a Swedish-Swiss multinational corporation headquartered 
in Zurich, Switzerland, operating mainly in robotics, power, heavy electrical equipments, 
and automation technology areas. ABB is one of the largest engineering companies as 
well as one of the largest conglomerates in the world. ABB has operations in around 100 
countries.
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Samagra Shiksha’ Scheme 25 May '18

Novelist Yaddanapudi Sulochana Rani has passed away recently. She was 78.

The Fifteenth Finance  
Commission has  

constituted a high level 
group in Health Sector

25 May '18

The Fifteenth Finance 
Commission has constituted a 
high level group consisting of 

eminent experts from across the country 
in Health Sector. Dr. Randeep Guleria, 
Director, AIIMS, New Delhi will be its 
Convenor.

The role and functions of the High 
Level Groupon Health Sector will 
be:

 # To evaluate the existing regulatory 
framework in the Health sector and 
examine its strength and weaknesses 
for enabling a balanced yet faster 
expansion of the health sector 
keeping in view India’s demographic 
profile;

 # To suggest ways and means to 
optimize the use of existing financial 
resources and to incentivize the state 
governments’ effort on fulfillment 
of well-defined health parameters in 
India; and

 # To holistically examine best 
international practices for the health 
sector and seek to benchmark our 
frameworks to 
these practices 
for optimizing 
benefits keeping 
in mind our local 
issues.

The Union Minister for Human Resource Development, Prakash 
Javadekar launched the ‘Samagra Shiksha’ - an integrated Scheme 
for school education extending support to States from pre-school to 

senior secondary. The Scheme is a paradigm shift in the conceptual design 
of school education by treating ‘school’ holistically as a continuum from 
pre-school, primary, upper primary, secondary and senior secondary levels.
It focuses on improving quality of education at all levels by integrating the 
two T’s – Teachers and Technology. He elaborated that ‘Samagra’ means a 
holistic approach to treat education as a whole.
Key Points

 # About one million schools will get library grant of Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 
20,000 to strengthen the libraries to ensure that “Padhega Bharat 
Badhega Bharat”.

 # Every school will get sports equipment under the Samagra Shiksha, 
at the cost of Rs. 5000 for Primary, Rs. 10,000 for Upper Primary & 
up to Rs. 25,000 for SSC & HSC schools to inculcate & emphasize 
relevance of sports to realise the dream of “Khelega India Khilega 
India”. 

 # Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) to be expanded from 
Class 6-8 to Class 6-12 with allocation of Rs. 4385.60 crores in 2018-
19 & Rs. 4553.10 crores in 2019-20 to fulfil Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s commitment to Beti Bachao Beti Padhao.

Significance

The scheme will build on the grade-wise, subject-wise Learning Outcomes 
and the largest National Achievement Survey (NAS) conducted in 2017-18 
to strategize district level interventions for improving quality of education. 
This approach would help to shift the focus of student learning from 
content to competencies. The Scheme envisages active 
participation of all stakeholders especially the parents/
guardians, School Management Committee (SMC) 
members, community and the statefunctionaries towards 
the efforts to ensure quality education to children.
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Asha Bhosle has been conferred with the Banga Bibhushan.

27 May '18

Ministry of Culture has organised 3 
day long diversified cultural festival 
‘Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav’ festi-

val.
The North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC), Pati-
ala has been entrusted with the responsibility as 
the nodal agency to carry forward the execution 
of the National Cultural Festival under the ban-
ner of the slogan “EK BHARAT SHRESHTHA 
BHARAT”. 

Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav was conceived by the Ministry of Culture in the year 2015, when the Ministry decided to 
organize it with an intent to showcase the rich cultural heritage of the Country in all its rich and varied 
dimensions, viz Handicrafts, Cuisine, Painting, Sculpture, Photography, Documentation and Performing 
Arts-Folk, Tribal, Classical and Contemporary- all in one place.
So far, the Ministry of Culture has organized 8 RSM’s i.e. 2 in Delhi, 2 in Karnataka, 1 each in Varanasi, 
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and RSM North East in all NE State capitals.

9th edition of ‘Rashtriya Sanskriti 
Mahotsav’ under the Ministry of Cul-
ture, was held in Tehri, Uttarakhand.

PRAAPTI App and Web portal launched for 
bringing transparency in electricity payments

A Web portal and an App namely PRAAPTI 
(Payment Ratification And Analysis 
in Power procurement for bringing 

Transparency in Invoicing of generators), www.
praapti.in, has been launched by R.K. Singh, 
Minister of State (I/C). PRAAPTI App and web 
portal has been developed to bring transparency in 
power purchase transactions between Generators 
and Discoms.
The App and Web Portal will capture the 
Invoicing and payment datafor various long term 
PPAs from the Generators. This will help the 
stakeholders in getting month-wise and legacy 
data on outstanding amounts of Discomsagainst 
power purchase.

The app will also allow users to know the details related to the payments made by the Discoms to the power generation 
company and when they were made. PRAAPTI will also enable the consumers to evaluate financial performance of their 
Discoms in terms of payments being made to the generation companies. The Portal would also help 
DISCOMs and GENCOs to reconcile their outstanding payments. 
The portal would facilitate relative assessment of various State DISCOMs on “Ease of making 
payments” to various Generation Companies, and will also help make transactions in the power Sector 
more transparent.

30 May '18
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South Korea has won the 5th Women’s Asian Champions Trophy.

Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, Government of India 
signs an MoU with Government of 

Uttar Pradesh

Foundation laid for India’s First Advanced Forensic Lab in Chandigarh 

30 May '18

01 June '18

The Ministry of Women and Child and Development, Government of India has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Department of Women and Child Development, Government of Uttar Pradesh, in New Delhi for management 
of Home of Widows at, Vrindavan.  The Ministry of Women and Child Development has constructed this shelter home for 
widows with a capacity of 1000 inmates. 
Key Points

 # The MoU shall be in force for a period of 2 years which may be renewed for further period on satisfactory running of 
the Home.  

 # The Home shall be run by the Government of Uttar Pradesh themselves or by any state government institution or by 
any civil society or by any reputed non-government organization to be decided by the State Government.

 # The Government of Uttar Pradesh shall be responsible for activities including setting up mechanism 
for identifying beneficiaries, providing residential care to the widows, deploying staff as per norms 
with prescribed qualification and experience.  

 # The MoU also includes provisions for facilitating Aadhar Cards for all inmates and medical/geriatric 
care for inmates.

Minister for Women and Child Development, Maneka 
Sanjay Gandhi laid foundation of Sakhi Suraksha 
Advanced DNA Forensic Laboratory in the campus of 

Central Forensic Science Lab, Chandigarh. 
The current capacity of CFSL, Chandigarh is less than 160 cases per 
year and the Sakhi Suraksha Advanced DNA Forensic Laboratory is 
estimated to increase the capacity to 2000 cases per year.  
5 more advanced forensic labs would come up in Mumbai, Chennai, 
Guwahati, Pune and Bhopal in the next 3 months bringing the total 
minimum annual capacity of the labs to 50000 cases.
The Labs in Chennai and Mumbai would be set up with WCD 
funds while remaining 3 labs would be set up with funds by Home 
Ministry. To meet international standards and deliver timely justice to women, advanced forensic DNA laboratories with 
latest high throughput DNA technology, are required.
In Sakhi Suraksha Advanced DNA Forensic Laboratory, four units are to be established to address cases related to women:
• Sexual Assault and Homicide Unit
• Paternity Unit
• Human Identification Unit
• Mitochondrial Unit



NEWS BITES national

MICA  AUGUST 201824

Scan the above QR Code & Get News With Videos

HD Kumaraswamy has sworn-in as Chief Minister of Karnataka.

Government of India and World Bank signs $500 Million Additional 
Financing for Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana Rural Roads 
Project 01 June '18

The Government of India and the World Bank 
signed a $500 million loan agreement to provide 
additional financing for the Pradhan Mantri 

Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) Rural Roads Project, 
implemented by Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. 
of India, which will build 7,000 km of climate resilient 
roads, out of which 3,500 km will be constructed using 
green technologies.
The World Bank has supported PMGSY since its 
inception in 2004. So far it has invested over $1.8 
billion in loans and credits mostly in the economically 
weaker and hill states across North India - Bihar, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Meghalaya, Rajasthan, 
Uttarakhand, and Uttar Pradesh. It has built and 
improved about 35,000 km of rural roads and benefited 
about eight million people with access to all-weather 
roads.

The Additional Financing will also 
fill the gender gap by creating 
employment opportunities for women 
in construction and maintenance. The 
earlier project had piloted community-
based maintenance contracts through 
women self-help groups (SHGs) 
for routine maintenance of 200 km 
of PMGSY roads in Uttarakhand, 
Meghalaya and Himachal Pradesh. 
SHG-run maintenance contracts will 
now be extended to about 500 km roads 
over 5 states.

The $500 million loan, from the 
International Bank for 
Reconstruction and 
Development (IBRD), has 
a 3-year grace period, and 
a maturity of 10 years.

The PMGSY and the Bank’s involvement under this 
additional financing, will emphasize on managing the 
rural road network through green and climate-resilient 
construction using green, low-carbon designs and new 
technologies – far beyond merely funding civil works. This 
will be done through the following measures:

 # Climate vulnerability assessment during the design 
process to identify the critical locations affected by 
floods, water-logging, submergence, cloud bursts, 
storms, landslides, poor drainage, excessive erosion, 
high rainfall, and high temperatures.

 # Special treatment for flood-affected areas through 
adequate waterways and submersible roads to allow 
easy passage of water, use of concrete block pavements, 
and improved drainage;

 # Use of environmentally optimized road designs and new 
technologies which uses local and marginal materials 
and industrial by-products such as sand, local soils, fly 
ash, brick kiln wastes, and other similar materials in 
place of crushed rocks;

 # Innovative bridges and culverts through use of pre-
fabricated/pre-cast units for roads and bridges having 
better ability to withstand earthquakes and water forces 
such as continuous beams, bearing free construction, 
and river training works;

 # Use of hill cutting material in hill roads ensuring its 
productive use and resolving its disposal problem, use 
of bio-engineering measures, improved drainage and 
other treatments for landslide prone areas and providing 
adequate slope protection.
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Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Philip Roth died at the age of 85.

Government introduces new 
scheme ‘Seva Bhoj Yojna’

India's first oxo-biodegradable sanitary napkin launched

03 June '18

05 June '18

The Ministry of Culture, Government 
of India has introduced a new scheme 
namely ‘SevaBhojYojna’ with a total 

outlay of Rs. 325.00 Crores for Financial Years 
2018-19 and 2019-20.

Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilisers Ananth Kumar launched   
India's first oxo-biodegradable sanitary napkin in Bengaluru    
on World Environment Day. Priced at just rupees 10 for 

a pack of four sanitary pads, these will be available in all the 
3,600 Jan Aushadhi kendras across the country by the 10th of 
next month.
Sanitary napkins launched under Pradhan Mantri 
Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana will decompose within 
three to six months unlike other sanitary pads that take 
over 500 years. 
The lower cost of the pads will help those from the economically 
weaker sections to access hygienic pads.
A survey conducted by the National Family 
Health organisation, has discovered that 58 
per cent girls in India do not use healthy 
napkins and the percentage is 28 per cent in 
big cities.

The scheme envisages to reimburse the Central Government share of Central Goods and Services Tax (CGST) and 
Integrated Goods and Service Tax (IGST) on purchase of raw items such as ghee, edible oil, atta/maida/rava/flour , rice 
pulses, sugar, burra/jiggery etc which go into preparation of food/Prasad/langar/bhandara offered free of cost by religious 
institutions. 
The objective of the scheme is to lessen the financial burden of such Charitable Religious Institutions who 
provide Food/Prasad/Langar (Community Kitchen)/Bhandara free of cost without any discrimination to 
Public/Devotees.
The Charitable Religious Institutions such as Temples, Gurudwara, Mosque, Church, Dharmik Ashram, 
Dargah, Matth, Monasteries etc. which have been in existence for at least five years before applying for 
financial assistance/grant and who serve free food to at least 5000 people in a month shall be eligible for 
grant under the scheme.
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Polish novelist Olga Tokarczuk has won the Man Booker International Prize for her novel 
Flights.

MoU between Ministry of 
MSME and Ministry of 
AYUSH

World Bank approves Rs. 6,000 crore Atal Bhujal  Yojana

Ministry of MSME and Ministry of 
AYUSH signed an MoU. The MoU will 
create synergies through the institutions 

and schemes of both ministries for the development 
of AYUSH enterprises in the country. The objective 
of this partnership is to position India as a world 
leader in “Holistic Healthcare”.

The World Bank has approved Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY), a Rs.6000 crore  
Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development  
and Ganga Rejuvenation. The scheme is to be implemented over a period of 

five years from 2018-19 to 2022-23, with World Bank assistance. 
Atal Bhujal Yojana has been formulated by the Ministry to address the criticality of 
ground water resources in a major part of the country. The scheme aims to improve 
ground water management in priority areas in the country through community 
participation.  The priority areas identified under the scheme fall in the states of  
Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh. These States  represent about 25% of the total number of over-exploited, 
critical and semi-critical blocks in terms of ground water in India.  They also cover 
two major types of groundwater systems found in India - alluvial and hard rock 
aquifers- and have varying degrees of institutional readiness and experience in groundwater management.
Funds under the scheme will be provided to the states for strengthening the institutions responsible for ground water governance, 
as well as for encouraging community involvement for improving ground water management to foster behavioural changes 
that promote conservation and efficient use of water. The scheme will also facilitate convergence of ongoing Government 
schemes in the states by incentivizing their focussed implementation in identified priority areas. Implementation of the scheme is 
expected to benefit nearly 8350 Gram Panchayats in 78 districts in these states. Funds under the scheme will be made available 
to the participating states as Grants. Ensuring active community participation in groundwater management is among the major 
objectives of the scheme. The scheme envisages active participation of the communities in various activities such as formation of 
Water User Associations, monitoring and disseminating ground water data, water budgeting, preparation and 
implementation of Gram-Panchayat wise water security plans and IEC activities related to sustainable ground 
water management. Community participation is also expected to facilitate bottom-up groundwater planning 
process to improve the effectiveness of public financing and align implementation of various government 
programs on groundwater in the participating states.

06 June '18

07 June '18

AYUSH is a rising sector, having immense potential for preventive, curative and rehabilitative health and has been part of 
India's socio-cultural heritage. AYUSH industry includes the Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy drug manufacturing 
units as well as the healthcare delivery centers in public & private sectors and are essentially dominated by MSMEs, which 
need handholding support in the areas of entrepreneurship development, capacity building and financial assistance in order 
to grow and increase the market share of AYUSH. The domestic market for AYUSH sector has been increasing steadily over 
the past decade. There is also an acceptance of traditional medicines worldwide. Therefore, export of AYUSH products like 
food supplements, nutraceuticals and herbal extracts has increased significantly. In order to benefit from 
this the Ministries of MSME and AYUSH have agreed to join hands for developing enterprises in this 
sector. Both Ministries will organize regional workshops for entrepreneurship development in AYUSH 
sector and Ministry of MSME will frame new schemes for AYUSH industries to get the benefits of SIDBI.
Ministry of MSME cuts across different sectors of industry including AYUSH and thus has the 
responsibility to cater to the needs of AYUSH enterprises.
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Veteran film and theatre actor Dr. Hemu Adhikari has passed away recently. He was 81.

Piyush Goyal 
launches 

“Rail Madad”

Indian Railways has for the first time completely digitized 
the Complaint management system. Piyush Goyal, 
Minister of Railways & Coal has launched a new App 

“Rail Madad” – An App to expedite & streamline passenger 
grievance redressal. RPGRAMS (Railway Passenger 
Grievance Redressal and Management System),which has 
been developed by Northern Railway (Delhi Division) and 
comprises many novel features including ‘Rail Madad’ – a  
mobile App  to register complaints by passengers through 
mobile phone/web.  It relays real time feedback to passengers 
on the status of redressal of their complaints- the passenger 

12 June '18

gets an instant ID through SMS on registration of complaint followed by a customized SMS communicating the action 
taken thereon by Railway. RPGRAMS integrates all the passenger complaints received from multiple modes (14 offline/
online modes currently) on a single platform, analyzes them holistically and generates various types of management 
reports which enable the top management to continuously monitor the pace of grievance redressal as well as evaluate the 
performance of field units/ trains/ stations on various parameters viz cleanliness, catering, amenities etc. It also identifies 
weak/deficient areas and laggard trains/stations for undertaking focused corrective actions.
Salient features of Rail Madad application are-

 # Rail MADAD (Mobile Application for Desired Assistance During travel) registers a complaint with minimum inputs 
from passenger(option of photo also available), issues unique ID instantly and relays the complaint online to relevant 
field officials for immediate action. The  action taken on complaint is also relayed to passenger through SMS, thus fast 
tracking the entire process of redressal of complaints through digitisation.

 # Rail MADAD also displays various helpline numbers (e.g., Security, Child helpline etc.) and provides direct calling 
facility for immediate assistance in one easy step

 # All modes of filing complaints including offline and online modes are being integrated on a single platform, therefore 
the resultant management reports present a holistic picture of weak/deficient areas and  enable focused corrective 
action by officials concerned.

 # The data analysis would also generate trends on various performance parameters of a selected train/
station like cleanliness, amenities etc. thus making managerial decision more precise and effective.

 # Hierarchy based dashboard/reports will be available for management at Division /Zonal/Railway 
board level and sent through auto email to every concerned officer weekly

India's first police museum will be set up in Delhi 12 June '18

The Central Government has 
decided to set up India's first 
police museum in Lutyens' Delhi. 

The museum - depicting the history, 
artefacts, uniforms and gear of central 
and state police forces - will come up as 
an underground facility in the premises 
of the national police memorial in 
Chanakyapuri area of the national capital.
Importance

Some state police forces and semi-
military forces have their own small 
museum but this is the first time that 
there will be a national level permanent 
gallery on police subjects in the country. 
It will also help the researchers on the 
subject of police information.

Key Facts:

 # The Central Armed Police 
Force (CAPF), Central Police 
Organization and State Police 
Forces have been asked 
to collect their historical 
documents, material, police 
gazette notifications and unique 
weaponry and uniform so that it 
can be displayed in the museum.

 # The items kept in the National 
Police Museum include 
bronze insignia, ceremonial 
and operational head gear and 
uniform, batten, belt, mounted 
columns and old copies of the 
Indian Police Act.

 # A special gallery will also be built 
on the policemen killed in the line 
of duty.

 # Police personnel 
will be deployed 
in the museum 
to perform an 
a u d i o - v i s u a l 
tour.
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Pravin L Agrawal has been appointed as part-time official director of State-run power 
equipment maker BHEL

Tourism Minister launches the new Incredible India website

India hosted European Union Film Festival

15 June '18

19 June '18

The Minister of State (I/C) 
for Tourism K.J. Alphons 
launched the new Incredible 

India website in New Delhi. The 
website showcases India as a holistic 
destination, revolving around major 
experiences, such as, spirituality, 
heritage, adventure, culture, yoga, 
wellness and more. The website 
follows the trends and technologies 
of international standards with an 
aim to project India as a “must-
visit” destination, among its overseas 
travellers.
The website has many useful features 
to make it more interactive and to 
provide a deeper engagement to the 
travelers visiting the website. With 
the help of Adobe solution suite, the 
Ministry of Tourism will now be able 
to engage effectively with visitors 
across Web & Social channels and 
measure engagement, to deliver real 
time personalized experiences for 
each visitor, based on their interest and 
travel persona.  Ministry of Tourism 

has partnered with Google Arts 
& Culture, in bringing online a 
series of compelling visuals that 
will give the user an immersive 
experience of India’s spectacular 
heritage, festivity, spirituality, 
museums and adventure, on the 
new website.
Features of the new website: -

 # User Friendly Design: 
Aesthetically designed website to 
make large amount of information 
easily available.

 # Content Rich: Browse through 
a wide range of destinations and 
experiences before planning a travel.

 # Advanced Personalization: 
The power of Adobe Experience 
Cloud has been leveraged to 
identify different user personas 
and offer personalized experience.

 # Mobile Ready: Fully Responsive 
website to access the information 
easily on the mobile devices.

 # Interactive Search: Browse 
easily the destinations and 
experiences of your choice with 
quick search.

 # User Generated Content: Explore 
India through the experiences of 
fellow travelers and their stories.

The website has been developed by 
Tech Mahindra and is powered by NIC 
Cloud. The website will be dynamic and 
constantly evolving, with new design and 
theme, periodically. 
Going forward, 
the website will be 
available in Hindi and 
leading international 
languages.

Putting a spotlight on the latest 
European cinema, the European 
Union Film Festival (EUFF) 

was held in New Delhi at the Siri Fort 
Auditorium. With a selection of 24 latest 
European films from 23 EU Member 
States, this years' film festival brings 
some unusual stories for the world 
cinema enthusiasts. The European 
Union Film Festival is organized by 
Directorate of Film Festivals, Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting, 
Government of India partnering with 
the Delegation of the European Union 
and embassies of EU Member States in 
various city film clubs.
The festival traversed through 11 cities 
in India including New Delhi, Chennai, 
Port Blair, Pune, Puducherry, Kolkata, 
Jaipur, Visakhapatnam, Thrissur, 
Hyderabad and Goa from 18th June till 
31st August. Celebrating diversity, the 
EUFF will screen movies from Austria, 

Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, 
Portugal, Slovakia, Spain and Sweden.
Slovakian Producer Katarina 
Krnacova's film Little Harbour was the 
opening movie at the festival this year.
The award winning film Little Harbour 
is inspired by true events about two 
children whose innocent play changes 
their lives forever. It's a story of children 
who feel safer in the streets than at 
home, about children seeking out sturdy 
lifeboats that cross between the world of 
fantasy and the harsh reality of life. The 
ten year old Jarka lives with her mother, 
who is not yet ready to be a Mum. She 
spends most of her time alone. Pushed 
by her desire for love and to form a 
fully functional family, she finds herself 
substituting as a mother to two babies.

About the European Union (EU):

The EU, which consists of 28 countries, 
has the world's largest economy and 
its third largest population, after China 
and India. Though richly diverse, the 
countries that make up the EU (its 
'Member States') are all committed 
to the same basic values: peace, 
democracy, the rule of law and respect 
for human rights. They have set up 
common institutions so that decisions 
on matters of joint interest can be made 
democratically at European level. By 
creating a frontier-free single market 
and a single currency (the euro) which 
has been adopted by 19 Member 
States, the EU has 
given a significant 
boost to trade and 
employment. It is 
also at the forefront 
of policies on 
sustainability.
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Andhra Pradesh Govt. 

notified its new state 

symbols

Pineapple declared as State 
Fruit of  Tripura

Gujarat has emerged as the 
best state on Niti Aayog's 
composite water manage-

ment index

M Venkatesh has been appointed as the Managing Director of Mangalore Refineries and 
Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL).

India signs Loan Agreement with the World 
Bank for USD 21.7 Million for Strengthening 
the Public Financial Management in Rajasthan 

Project.
The Project size is approximately USD 31 million, 
of which USD 21.7 million will be financed by the 
World Bank, and the remaining amount will be 
funded-out of the State Budget. The Project duration 
is 5 years.
The Project objective is to 
contribute to improved Budget 
execution, enhanced accountability 
and greater efficiency in Revenue 
Administration in Rajasthan. The 
Project involves Strengthening of 
the Public Financial Management 
Framework; Strengthening of Expenditure and 
Revenue Systems; and Project Management and 
Capacity Building among others.

Bhubaneswar becomes the fourth National data centre 
of National Informatics Centre (NIC) after Delhi, 
Hyderabad and Pune. The new cloud-enabled National 

Data Centre aims to offer round-the-clock operations with 
secure hosting for various e-governance applications of Central 
and State Governments and has ability to support 35,000 virtual 
servers.
The new cloud-enabled National Data Centre will provide 
benefits like on-demand access to ICT (Information and 
Communication Technology) infrastructure for easy availability 
and quick deployment of applications and standardized platforms 
of deployment. In the traditional model, Departments have 
to budget and procure infrastructure at the 
commencement of the project, leading to 
either over provisioning of infrastructure or 
under-sizing of the requirements whereas the 
cloud service offerings of NIC would allow 
departments to provision infrastructure and add 
to the computing capacity "on demand".

India signs Loan Agreement 
with the World Bank for 
Public Financial Management 
in Rajasthan 

NIC launches new data centre in  
Bhubaneswar

30 May '18

30 May '18



NEWS BITES State

30

Scan the above QR Code & Get News With Videos

MICA  AUGUST 2018 Tejaswini Sawant has won the Gold Medal in 50m rifle prone event in ISSF World Cup.

India's largest automobile company by 
revenues, Tata motors signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the State 

Government of Maharashtra for deployment of 
1000 Electric Vehicles (EV) across its range of 
passenger and commercial 
vehicles in the State. 
The company also partnered 
Tata group company, Tata Power 
Ltd to set up of EV Charging 
Stations in the State. The MoU 
boosts the Maharashtra Electric 
Vehicle Policy 2018 in accelerating the adoption 
of EVs in Maharashtra.

Andhra Pradesh Govt. 
notified its new 
state symbols after 

four year after bifurcation of 
undivided Andhra Pradesh 
in 2014 into two states 
of Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana. These states symbols were notified by State department 
of environment, forest, science and technology.

New state symbols

State bird: Rose-ringed parakeet (Psittacula krameri). Locally 
known as Rama Chiluka.
State tree: Neem (Azadirachta indica). Locally known Vepa Chettu.
State animal: Black-buck (Antilope cervicapra). Locally known as 
Krishna Jinka.
State flower: Jasmine (Jasminum officinale). Its adoption will 
promote jasmine, which is grown commercially in Guntur, Prakasam, 
Kurnool, Kadapa, Anantapur and Chittoor districts of state.

State symbols of Telangana

State bird: Indian Roller (coracias benghalensis) or Palapitta. It 
also state bird of Odisha and Karnataka.
State tree: Jammi Chettu (prosopis cineraria).
State animal: Jinka or spotted deer.
State flower: Tangidi Puvvu (senna auriculata). It 
is widely used in the state’s famous Bathukamma 
festival.

Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya Bima Yojana is a new Health 
Insurance Scheme for the journalists launched by the state 
government in Odisha. This scheme provides Rs. 2 Lakh per 

annum health insurance cover to all working journalists of the state.
Key Facts

 # Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya Bima Yojana has come into 
effect from June 1, 2018 and will initially cover around 3200 
journalists and their family members from various media groups.

 # The insurance coverage will be applicable for cashless treatment in government and private hospitals.
 # The scheme will also cover the injuries and illness faced by journalists while performing their duties.

Name of Scheme

The scheme has been named after Gopalbandhu Das (1877-1928) a prominent social worker, reformer, 
political activist, journalist, poet and essayist of Odisha. His contribution to art, culture and society to 
Odisha earned him the epithet of Utkalmani (jewel of Odisha). His contribution to journalism in the 
state was short but remarkable. In the decade of 1910, he had launched a monthly literary magazine 
called Satyabadi through which he tried to educate the masses.

Tata Motors signed 
a Memorandum of 

Understanding(MOU) with 
Maharashtra Government

Andhra Pradesh's new state symbols

Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya Bima Yojana

31 May '18 02 June '18

04 June '18
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AUGUST 2018  MICAAB de Villiers has announced retirement from all forms of International Cricket.

The Telangana government and 
the Life Insurance Corporation of 
India signed a memorandum of 

understanding on the Rythu Bandhu Life 
Insurance Scheme to give a life cover of `5 
lakh to pattadar farmers.
Farmers aged between 18 and 59 will be 
eligible for the scheme.
In the event of a farmer’s 
death, LIC would settle 
the claim within 10 days.
The scheme will come 
into effect from August 
15.

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has announced to launch a 
new scheme which will provide health care assistance of Rs 5 lakh 
per family in government hospitals to around 3.5 crore people.

The "Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana" will be launched on August 15 
and will provide health care benefits to around 3.5 crore people from 
over 70 lakh families in the state.
Key Features

 # A family would get the Rs 5 lakh cashless treatment in government hospital per annum.
 # "Each and everyone visiting any government health institutions from district to sub-centre level, will be provided free 

of cost treatment at all the health service." 
 # Secondary and tertiary cashless health care assistance will be provided up to Rs 5 lakh per family per annum.
 # The state government, under this scheme, will also provide Rs 500 to meet pick up and drop expense 

of pregnant women and infant admitted to government hospitals.
 # Drop back assistance of Rs 500 will be provided to all pregnant women and infant who visit public 

health facilities. This will benefit above 6.5 lakh pregnant women and sick children.

President Ram Nath Kovind has declared Tripura’s queen variety 
pineapple as state fruit. Tripura is one of the largest pineapple 
growing states in country. There are more than 100 commercial 

scale pineapple plantations spread throughout the state.
Queen pineapple

Queen pineapple is spiny, golden yellow in colour. It has pleasant 
aroma and flavour. Its sweetness and unique aroma differentiates it 
from pineapples of other states of Northeast region. It had received 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag in 2015 and was helped by North 
Eastern Regional Agricultural Marketing Corporation, 
a central public sector unit in getting it. APEDA 
(Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export 
Development Authority), an apex organisation under 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry has helped export 
Kew variety of pineapples from Tripura to West Asia.

Telangana, LIC sign MoU 
on farmers’ insurance

Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana

Pineapple declared as State Fruit of 
Tripura

05 June '18

13 June '18

09 June '18
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MICA  AUGUST 2018 Eminent Gujarati writer Vinod Bhatt has passed away recently. He was 80.

Gujarat has emerged as the 
best state on Niti Aayog's 
composite water management 

index (CWMI) in the country followed 
by Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Maharashtra.
In northeastern and Himalayan states, 
Tripura has been adjudged as the top 
state in 2016-17 followed by Himachal 
Pradesh, Sikkim and Assam.
Niti Aayog has ranked all states 
through first of its kind index on 
the composite water management, 
comprising 9 broad sectors with 28 
different indicators covering various 
aspects of ground water, restoration 
of water bodies, irrigation, farm 
practices, drinking water, policy and 
governance.
Key Points

The reporting states were divided into 
two special groups 'North Eastern and 
Himalayan states' and 'Other States' - to 
account for the different hydrological 
conditions across these groups.

According to a report released by 
Minister for Water Resources Nitin 

Gadkari, Jharkhand, Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar are worst performing 
states in water management.

In terms of incremental change in 
index (over 2015-16 level), Rajasthan 
holds number one position in general 
states and Tripura ranks at first position 
amongst North Eastern and Himalayan 
states.

The Aayog proposes to publish these 
ranks on an annual basis in future.

In pursuit of cooperative and 
competitive federalism, Niti Aayog has 
been laying emphasis on developing 
indicators on various social sectors.

In February 2018, the Aayog had 
released a report on 'Healthy States, 
Progressive India' which covered 
the ranking of states/ UTs on various 
health parameters.

As a step further in direction and 
keeping in view the criticality of water 
for life, Niti Aayog has prepared a 
report on composite water management 
index (CWMI).

According to an official statement, 
the CWMI is an important tool to 
assess and improve the performance 
of states/ Union Territories in efficient 
management of water resources.
This has been done through a first of 
its kind water data collection exercise 
in partnership with Ministry of Water 
Resources, Ministry of Drinking Water 
& Sanitation and all the states/ Union 
Territories.
The index will provide useful 
information for the states and also 
for the concerned Central ministries 
/departments, enabling them to 
formulate and 
implement suitable 
strategies for better 
management of 
water resources.

S Sundari Nanda 
is being 
appointed first 

woman Director 
General of Police 
(DGP) of Puducherry.
Sundari Nanda, a 
1988 batch police 
officer belonging to 
the AGMU cadre has been transferred from National 
Capital Territory of Delhi (NCTD) and posted as 
Director General of Police (DGP) of Union Territory 
of Puducherry.
The incumbent, S K Gautam, has been 
transferred and posted in the NCTD.
Kiran Bedi, the first woman IPS 
officer of the country, is the Lt 
Governor of the Union Territory.

The Maharashtra 
government and 
Canada’s Quebec 

province have signed 
a pact to increase the 
economic cooperation, 
specially in areas of 
information technology, 
biotechnology, artificial 
intelligence and welfare of the tribal community. 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, who is on a week long tour 
to the US and Canada, signed MoU to this effect with Quebec 
Premier Philippe Couillard.
Fadnavis said in a statement that they also 
discussed ways to increase collaboration over 
knowledge-sharing on ports.

Gujarat tops Niti Aayog's Water Management Index

First women DGP of Puducherry
Maharashtra govt, Quebec province 
sign pact

15 June '18

16 June '18

18 June '18
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Prime Minister of the Netherlands, Mark Rutte was on a two-day visit to India.

India and China have signed 

two MoUs related to sharing 

of  Brahmaputra river data 

and supply of  non-Basmati 

rice.

International Conference 
on ICT held in

 Kathmandu

Ivan Duque elected as 

Colombia's new president

The Union Cabinet has given its 
ex-post facto approval to the 
Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) between India and Denmark 
regarding cooperation in the areas of 
food safety. 
Benefits:
The MoU will help deepen bilateral ties, 
mutual understanding and trust, eventually 
strengthening both sides in their capacity 
building efforts towards food safety. It 
will further promote understanding of the 
best practices in the areas of food safety in 
both countries and in faster resolution of 
issues related to food safety.
The MoU will help improve food safety 
standard setting by 
getting access to 
best practices and 
facilitating food 
trade of important 
commodities.

108th session of UNWTO Executive Council was held in 
San Sebastian, Spain. The Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) for Tourism, K. J. Alphons along with a delegation 

of senior officials attended the 108th session of UNWTO Executive Council. 
The Executive council decided that in order to address new challenge and 
trends, the organization will pay special attention to scaling up innovation and 
digitization in the sector.

During the three day Executive Council meeting, K. J. Alphons chaired the 
‘Programme and Budget Committee’ meeting of UNWTO. 

About World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)

The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the United Nations agency re-
sponsible for the promotion of responsible, sustainable and universally acces-
sible tourism. The UNWTO Executive Council represents the Organization’s 
governing body whose task is to take all necessary measures in consultation 
with the Secretary-General, for implementation of its own decisions and rec-
ommendations of the Assembly and report thereupon to the Assembly. The 
Council meets at least twice a year, the next to be held in 
Bahrain. The council consists of 30 Full Members elected 
by the assembly in proportion of one member for every Five 
Full Members, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure 
laid down by the Assembly with a view to achieving fair and 
equitable geographical distribution.

MoU between India 
and Denmark on Food 
Safety Cooperation

108th session of UNWTO Executive council 
held in Spain

23 May '18

29 May '18
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MICA  AUGUST 2018 Mahender Singh Kanyal has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of 
Suriname.

India and Singapore signed 
eight agreements for enhancing 
cooperation in the areas of financial 

services, public administration, cyber 
security etc.  combatidrug.trafficking, 
capacity building and training. 
List of agreements

1) Naval cooperation
2) Economic co-operation
3) Fintech
4) Cybersecurity
5) Nursing
6) Combating Narcotics smuggling & 

Human Trafficking
7) Personnel Management and Public 

Administration
8) MoU between the NITI Aayog and 

Singapore Cooperation Enterprise 
(SCE) on Cooperation in the Field 
of Planning

Key points

Air services agreement will also 
be reviewed for increasing air 
connectivity further. Indian companies 

can use Singapore as a springboard to 
reach ASEAN countries.
Singapore is a Global Fin.-Tech hub 
can be a gateway for India to enter 
south east Asian market. So both the 
countries have agreed to establish a 
joint working group on Fin-Tech to 
support this effort.  
Both countries have launched, an 
initial link for payment systems 
between NETs and RuPay. So an up 
grate of this agreement will boost 
the business and tourism sectors 
and will bring out two people closer 
together.
The agreements related to skill 
development will help the youth in 

both the countries to acquire advanced 
skills for employment. 
The agreement in the area of urban 
infrastructure helps to speed up smart 
cities project in India. 
The agreement between the navies of 
two countries to get logistic support 
is poised to  furthers maritime 
cooperation.  
The agreements also facilitate to 
establish a new 
level of cooperation 
on will be 
established to tackle 
water issues in 115 
aspirational districts 
in India.

The UN General Assembly 
elected Ecuador’s Foreign 
Minister Maria Fernanda Es-

pinosa Garces as its next president, 
making her only the fourth woman 
to lead the 193-member world body 
in its 73-year history.
By tradition, the UN’s regional 
groups usually nominate a single 
candidate who is then rubber-
stamped by the assembly. But this 
year the election was contested — as 
it was in 1991, 2012 and 2016 — 
according to the UN, because Latin 
American countries couldn’t agree 
on a nominee.
Espinosa Garces will be fourth female on this post after the Indian diplomat Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit in 
1953, Angie Elisabeth Brooks of Liberia in 1969, and Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa of Bahrain in 
2006.

India and Singapore signed eight agreements

UN General Assembly elects Ecuador minister next president

02 June '18

06 June '18
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AUGUST 2018  MICAS. D. Moorthy has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the South Sudan.

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) with the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Norway to 

extend the cooperation within health sector through the Norway In-
dia Partnership Initiative (NIPI) for a period of three years starting 
from 2018 to 2020. This cooperation between India and Norway is 
aligned with the development goals of Government of India as out-
lined in its National Health Policy 2017 for achievement of Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs). The cooperation shall also focus 
on global health issues of common interest.
Key points

 # The partnership will include areas related to maternal, new-born, child health.
 # The cooperation will continue to focus on innovative, catalytic and strategic support, and stride in taking the Indian 

Government’s Intensification Plan for Accelerated Maternal and Child Survival in India.
 # The Governments of Norway and India had agreed in 2006 to collaborate towards achieving MDG 

4 to reduce child mortality based on commitments made by the two Prime Ministers. 
 # The partnership was based on India's health initiative, the National Health Mission (NHM), and 

aimed at facilitating rapid scale-up of quality child and maternal health services in four high focus 
states - Bihar, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan and also as a RMNCHA+ partner in Jammu 
& Kashmir.

India and Norway sign MoU 09 June '18

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) elected South Africa, 
Indonesia, Dominican Republic, Germany and Belgium as non-
permanent members of UN Security Council (UNSC). They will 

have two-year term beginning January 1, 2019.
These five non-permanent members were elected according to the 
following pattern

 # Two seats for Group of African states and Group of Asia-Pacific states,
 # One for the Group of Latin American and Caribbean states
 # Two seats for Western European and other states.

UN Security Council (UNSC)

UNSC is most powerful and one of the six principal organs United Nations. Under UN Charter it has primary responsibility 
for the maintenance of international peace and security. It has 15 members, including five permanent ones with the power of 
veto. The five permanent members are China, France, Russia, UK and US. 10 non-permanent members are elected for two-
year terms each. Its powers include establishment of peacekeeping operations, establishment of international sanctions, 
and authorization of military action through UNSC resolutions. It is only UN body with authority to issue 
binding resolutions to member states.
Functions of UNSC

UNSC is responsible for determining existence of threat against peace and to respond to act of aggression. 
It is also responsible for finding peaceful means to settle conflict or dispute between states. In some 
cases, it resorts to sanctions or even authorise use of force to maintain or restore international peace and 
security. It also recommends to UNGA appointment of UN Secretary General and admission of new members to the UN.

5 countries elected as non-permanent members of UNSC 11 June '18
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India has been ranked 44th in terms of competitiveness, in the annual rankings of International 

Institute for Management Development (IMD).

India will host first military exercise of the 
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation) Countries in September 2018 in 
Pune, Maharashtra. 
Key Facts

 # The main aim of this military exercise is 
to promote strategic alignment among the 
member-states and to share best practices in 
the area of counter-terrorism. 

 # Each participating member country will 
bring in some 30 soldiers. 

 # As part of this exercise, a conclave of Army 
chiefs of all seven member-states is being 
planned. 

 # BIMSTEC countries had held disaster 
management exercise in 2017 in New Delhi, 
but this will be first military exercise of the 
grouping

BIMSTEC

BIMSTEC is the sub-regional group of seven 
countries in South Asia and South East Asia 
lying in littoral and adjacent areas of Bay of 
Bengal constituting contiguous regional unity.
It was established on 6 June 1997 through 
Bangkok Declaration. It is headquartered in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Member countries: India, Nepal, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Sri Lanka from South Asia and 
Myanmar, Thailand from South East Asia. 
BIMESTC’s prime objectives: Technological 
and economic cooperation among south Asian 
and south East Asian countries along the coast of 
the Bay of Bengal. 
BIMSTEC is sector-driven cooperative organization, 
starting with six sector including trade, technology, 
energy, transport, tourism and fisheries. In 2008, 
it was expanded to embrace 
eight more sectors including 
agriculture, public health, 
poverty alleviation, counter-
terrorism, environment, culture, 
people to people contact and 
climate change.

India and China have signed two Memorandum of Understandings 
(MoUs) related to sharing of Brahmaputra river data and supply of 
non-Basmati rice. These MoUs were signed after Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi held detailed discussions with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping on bilateral and global issues to take forward agenda set at 
informal Wuhan Summit of April 2018. The two leaders discussed 
implementation of Wuhan consensus and drawing up blueprint for 
future India-China relations. This was 14th meeting between two 
leaders over past 4 years.

Key Facts

MoU on sharing of Brahmaputra river data: Under it, China will 
provide India hydrological data of the Brahmaputra River in flood 
season crucial to predict floods. It was signed between China’s 
Ministry of Water Resources and India’s Ministry of Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. The agreement will 
enable China to provide hydrological data in flood season from May 
15 to October 15 every year. It will also enable China to provide 
hydrological data if water level exceeds mutually agreed level during 
non-flood season.

Brahmaputra is one of the major rivers in China originating 
from Tibet. From Tibet it flows down to India and later enters 
Bangladesh where it joins the Ganga. China as 
an upstream country shares scientific study of 
movement, distribution and quality of water 
data for Brahmaputra River. 

The MoU on non-Basmati rice may help in 
addressing India’s concerns over ballooning trade 
deficit with China to a certain extent. 

12 June '18 13 June '18

First military 
exercise of 
BIMSTEC

India and China signed two 
Memorandum of Understandings 

(MoUs)
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An International Conference on 
Information and Communication 
Technology was held in Kathmandu, 

the capital of Nepal. The Theme of two day 
conference is “Sustainable Development Goals 
for Smart Society”. 
The conference is organised by the 
Federation of Computer Association Nepal 
(CAN). Around 500 delegates, including ICT 
users, trainers, professionals, experts, and 
researchers from Japan, China, Korea, India 
and Nepal will attend the event. 
The conference will provide a common 
platform to participants to exchange their 
knowledge and discover new insides. 
The conference aims to bring government and 
private sector together for 
developing a plan of action 
using sustainable ICT 
applications. It also seeks 
to unleash the prospects of 
SMART Nepal by 2030.

India was replaced 
by the U.S. as the 
highest ranked 

country for FDI by 
capital investment in 
2017, says a report.
The number of 
Greenfield FDI projects 
in India during the year 
fell sharply by 21% to 
637, said the fDi Report 2018 compiled by FDI Intelligence, a division 
of The Financial Times.
India had maintained the numero uno slot in greenfield FDI investment 
in 2015 and 2016. However, in 2017, the U.S. reclaimed the spot from 
India, recording $87.4 billion of announced Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI).
In the Asia and Pacific region, China was on top in terms of FDI in total 
number of new projects and capital investment, followed by India, said 
the fDi report.
China received foreign capital investment of $50.8 billion in 2017 in 
greenfield projects, compared to India’s USD 25.1 billion.
As per the report, China received investments in 681 projects as against 
637 in case of India.
Globally in 2017, greenfield FDI weakened with the 
number of FDI projects declining by 1.1% to 13,200. 
Capital investment decreased 15.2% to $662.6 
billion alongside a 9.4% decline in job creation to 
1.83 million.

Conservative political 
newcomer Ivan 
Duque has been 

elected President of Colombia. 
Duque won 54 percent of 
the vote. At a victory rally 
in the capital Bogota, he pledged to unite the country 
following a divisive campaign. 
He said, he will impose tougher punishments on crimes 
committed by the rebels during the 
brutal five-decade conflict with the 
government. 
His running mate, Marta Lucía 
Ramirez, will become first female 
Vice-President of the country.

The annual Asia and Oceania region intergovernmental 
ministerial meeting on anti-doping was held in 
Colombo. It was attended representatives from 29 

countries including India.
The 15th such annual gathering, is also being attended 
by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) to discuss 
important anti-doping issues that will help in the fight for 
clean sport.
The two-day meeting will discuss 
how to make the most of government 
engagement, ensure compliance with the 
world anti-doping code, support capacity 
building and a range of other topics.

13 June '18

17 June '18

19 June '18

20 June '18

Nepal has become the first country in south-east Asia to eliminate trachoma.

International Conference 
on ICT held in 
Kathmandu

U.S. is the highest ranked country for FDI

Ivan Duque elected as Colombia's 
new president 15th Asia & Oceania region 

intergovernmental ministerial
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Burning topics of the Month

& Many More...

Sudha Balakrishnan 
appointed first CFO of  
Reserve Bank of  India

"Business First Portal" 
launched in Punjab

RBI is organised 

‘Financial Literacy Week’ 

Union Cabinet has given its approval to the MOU between India & Denmark regarding 
cooperation in the areas of food safety.

India 6th wealthiest country in the world

Bank of Baroda (BoB) has launched its first integrated SME Loan 
Factory

21 May '18

22 May '18

India is the sixth wealthiest country in the world with a total wealth 
of 8,230 billion US dollars. According to the AfrAsia Bank Global 
Wealth Migration Review, the US is the wealthiest country in the 

world with a total wealth of 62,584 billion dollars. China stood at the 
second place with 24,803 billion dollars, while Japan is at the third place 
with 19,522 billion dollars.
Total wealth refers to the private wealth held by all the individuals 
living in each country. It includes all their assets less any liabilities. 
Government funds are excluded from it. Larger countries have an advantage due to higher populations. Other countries 
in the top 10 wealthiest list include the UK, Germany, India, Australia, Canada, France and Italy. Factors that will help in 
wealth creation in India include, large number of entrepreneurs, good educational system, robust outlook for IT, business 
process outsourcing, real estate, healthcare and media sectors which will result in a 200 percent rise in wealth in 10 years.
Globally, the total private wealth held worldwide amounts to around 215 trillion US Dollars. There are 
about 5.84 lakh multi-millionaires in the world, each with net assets of 10 million dollars or more and 
2,252 billionaires, each with net assets of 1 billion dollars or more. Global wealth is expected to rise 
by 50 percent over the next decade, reaching 321 trillion dollars by 2027. The fastest growing wealth 
markets are expected to be India, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, China, Mauritius, the report said.

State-owned Bank of Baroda (BoB) has launched its first integrated 
SME Loan Factory in Gurgaon to cater the needs of MSME segment 
in the NCR.

This integrated SME Loan Factory will function as a One Stop Shop' for 
MSME customers with competent staff and simplified processes.
It will provide end to end solutions viz. acquisition, processing, documentation, disbursement & relationship management 
etc.
To further boost MSME sector, BoB has also decided to centralize Government Sponsored Schemes loan 
processing at district level.
Under the process, all the loans pertaining to PMMY (Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana), Stand-up India, 
PMEGP (Pradhan Mantri Employment Generation Programme), NULM (National Urban Livelihood 
Mission) and all other Government Schemes would be processed at a branch identified within that 
particular district.
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Paytm AshaKiran India ranked 44th in terms of competitiveness
22 May '18 25 May '18

Paytm Payments Bank has 
launched an initiative 
Paytm AshaKiran that 

seeks to empower women in 
India’s smaller towns and cities by 
training them for financial services 
and creating new employment 
opportunities. 
The initiative, Paytm AshaKiran, 
will enable these women to act as 
a catalyst in the nationwide roll-
out of Paytm’s bank offerings. 
For the first phase, the bank has 
partnered with the UNDP’s Disha 
Project to mobilise self-help 
groups and organise workshops 
in smaller towns and cities across 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Haryana, 
Andhra Pradesh and UttarPradesh. 
It aims to offer skill development 
opportunities to rural women by 
training and certifying them to 
act as banking 
correspondents. 
The Disha Project 
is supported 
by the IKEA 
Foundation and 
women-focused 
organisations such as SHEROES.

India has moved one place higher, to the 44th place in terms of competitiveness, 
in the annual rankings compiled by International Institute for Management 
Development. It is ranked the 12th most competitive economy out of the 14 

Asian countries on the list.
Top 5 Nations in the ranking are : 

1. U.S.    2. Hong Kong
3. Singapore  4. The Netherlands
5. Switzerland
The IMD World Competitiveness Center, a research group at 
IMD business school in Switzerland, has published the rankings every year since 
1989. 

Ganeshi Lal has been appointed as the Governor of Odisha.

Sudha Balakrishnan appointed first CFO of 
Reserve Bank of India 27 May '18

Sudha Balakrishnan, has been 
appointed the first chief 
financial officer (CFO) of 

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 
Earlier she was the vice-president of 
National Securities Depository Ltd 
(NSDL).
Balakrishnan, a chartered accountant, 
will be the 12th executive director 
of the RBI. The appointment will 
initially be for a three-year period.
Key roles of Balakrishnan

 # One of his/her key roles will be in charge of the Department of Government 
and Bank Accounts and will responsible for formulating 
the accounting policy of the Bank, maintaining the internal 
accounts and reporting of financial results through various 
statements of accounts, Balance Sheet and Profit & loss 
Account.

 # Balakrishnan will also be in charge of formulating the policy 
related to provident fund (PF) and the PF interest rates under the corporate 
strategy function.

Microsoft becomes the third most valuable firm 01 June '18

Microsoft has surpassed Alphabet, the parent company of Google, in the 
market capitalisation for the first time in three years, becoming the 
third most valuable firm after Apple and Amazon globally.

Microsoft had a market cap of $753 billion at the close of trading, almost $14 
billion ahead of Alphabet.
Apple leads with a market cap of nearly $924 billion and Amazon is at distant second, with nearly $783 
billion. Microsoft now has over 135 million active Office 365 business users, with 30.6 million Office 
365 consumer users.
Revenue in Intelligent Cloud was $7.9 billion and increased 17 per cent.
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Benami Transactions Informants Reward Scheme- 2018

RBI is organised ‘Financial Literacy Week’ 

02 June '18

05 June '18

Government has launched Income Tax Reward Scheme to get people’s 
participation in its efforts to unearth black money and reduce incidences 
of tax evasion. 

KEY NOTES

 # The Income Tax Department issued new Benami Transactions Informants 
Reward Scheme- 2018 in which a person can get reward up to one crore 
rupees for giving specific information in prescribed manner about benami 
transactions and properties as well as proceeds from such properties which 
are actionable. 

 # Person who will give specific information about undisclosed black money stashed abroad will get reward of five 
crore rupees. Foreigners will also be eligible for such reward. Identity of the persons giving information will not be 
disclosed.

 # The scheme is aimed at encouraging people to give information about benami transactions and 
properties as well as income earned on such properties by such hidden investors and beneficial owners.

 # Besides, the Department also launched a revised Income Tax Informants Reward Scheme. Under 
the revised scheme, a person can get reward up to 50 lakh rupees  for giving specific information 
about  black money and tax evasion. on income.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is organised 
‘Financial Literacy Week’ across the nation from 
June 4 to June 8, 2018.

Objective

The objective of ‘Financial Literacy Week’  is Customer 
Protection. The main aim behind the initiative is to create 
financial awareness among bank customers about financial 
products and services, financial practices and digitisation.
Key Highlights

 # The week focused on four consumer protection 
messages like 'know your liability' for unauthorised 
electronic banking transaction and good practices for 
a safe digital banking experience.

 # Among various messages, the customers will be told 
through banners and posters that in case of unauthorised 
digital transaction if the bank is informed within 3 
days, the liability of the account holder is zero.

 # Further, the resolution of the complaint is to be done 
by the bank concerned within a period not exceeding 
90 days from the date of receipt of the complaint.

 # Besides, banks have also been asked to create 
awareness about Banking Ombudsman scheme of the 
RBI.

 # The week saw participation 
from bankers, financial literacy 
counsellors (FLCs) and other 
stakeholders to create awareness 
regarding the same.
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RBI has decided to allow Urban Co-Operative Banks (UCB) into Small 
Finance Banks (SFB) 07 June '18

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to allow 
voluntary transition of the Urban Co-Operative 
Banks (UCB) into Small Finance Banks (SFB), 

a move that is aimed at bringing UCBs into mainstream 
banking.
The Urban Co-Operative Banks can now covert into SFBs 
after meeting the prescribed criteria. The details of the 
scheme will be announced separately by the RBI.
The decision was taken during the meeting of the Monetary 
Policy Committee.
Recommendations made by the High Powered Committee

 # The move is an outcome of the recommendations made 
by the High Powered Committee on Urban Cooperative 
Banks in August 2015. The committee was chaired by 
R Gandhi, the then Deputy Governor of the RBI.

 # The panel recommended voluntary conversion of 
large Multi-State UCBs into Joint Stock Companies 
and conversion of other UCBs into SFBs, which meet 
certain criteria.

 # The panel recommended converting UCBs with 
business size of Rs 20000 crore or more into regular 
banks in a bid to propel their growth.

 # It also recommended that licenses may be issued to 
“financially sound and well-managed co-operative 
credit societies” having a minimum track record of five 
years which suit the regulatory prescriptions set by the 
RBI.

Criteria to be met by Cooperative Banks to become Small 
Finance Banks
The Cooperative Banks need to get over few limitations 
to become financial banks. These are:

• Conflicts of interest
• Limited capacity to raise capital
• Lack of corporate governance
• Limited resolution powers of RBI
• Capital structure of UCBs
• Supervision at par with commercial banks
• The small finance banks are also required to extend 75 

percent of their Adjusted Net Bank Credit (ANBC) to 
the priority sector lending (PSL).

How transition into SFBs will be beneficial for UCBs?

 # UCBs had been facing financial trouble for several 
years, prompting the RBI to stop issuing fresh licences 
to the UCBs. 

 # Though their performance 
has improved recently, 
their numbers have come 
down due to mergers and 
closures. 

 # UCBs operate under 
a 'dual control' regime 
with supervision by 
both the RBI and the State 
Governments. 

 # The non-availability of powers to the RBI to regulate 
and supervise UCBs at par with commercial banks 
restrains RBI from relaxing regulatory regimes, which 
in turn, is an obstacle for UCB’s commercialisation.

 # By turning into SFBs, these co-operative banks will be 
regulated only by the RBI.

What is a Small Finance Bank?

The small finance banks provide basic banking services like 
accepting deposits and lending to the unbanked sections 
such as small farmers, micro business enterprises, micro 
and small industries and unorganised sector entities.
The small finance banks were created with an aim to 
encourage financial inclusion by provision of savings 
vehicles and supply of credit to small business units.
Resident individuals/professionals carrying 10 years of 
experience in banking and finance and companies and 
societies owned and controlled by residents are eligible to 
set up small finance banks.
Existing Non-Banking Finance Companies (NBFCs), 
Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs), and Local Area Banks 
(LABs) that are owned and controlled by residents can also 
opt for conversion into SFBs.
What are Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs)?

 # The Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs) are registered as 
cooperative societies under the provisions of, either the 
State Cooperative Societies Act of the concerned State 
or the Multi State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002. 

 # They are regulated and supervised by the Registrar of 
Cooperative Societies (RCS) of State concerned or by 
the Central Registrar of Cooperative Societies (CRCS), 
as the case may be.

 # Banking Regulation Act, 1949 is 
partially applicable to co-operative 
banks. Thus RBI has partial control 
on co-operative banks.

The first edition of the World Wind Energy Summit will be held on September 25-28 this year in 
the German city of Hamburg.
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According to World Bank, In-
dia's Gross Domestic Product 
Growth Rate is expected to 
7.3%

FDI inflows fell 9% in 2017: UNCTAD

"Business First Portal" launched in Punjab 

07 June '18

08 June '18

08 June '18

According to World Bank, India's Gross 
Domestic Product Growth Rate is expected 
to 7.3% in the Financial Year 2018-19.

 # India is projected to regain its position as 
the world’s fastest-growing major economy 
advancing 7.3 per cent this fiscal year and 7.5 
per cent in the next two “as factors holding back 
growth in India fade”, according to the World 
Bank’ Global Economics Prospects report.

 # India has overcome the temporary disruptions 
caused by the implementation of the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) by mid-2017, 
and manufacturing output and industrial 
production have continued to firm.

 # UN projected a growth rate of 7.5 percent 
for 2018 and 7.6 percent 
for 2019, while in April 
the International Monetary 
Fund forecast 7.4 percent 
for 2018 and 7.8 percent for 
2019.

According to 
the United 
Nations World 

Investment Report 
2018, FDI of the 
country has come down 
to $ 40 billion last year. 
It was $ 44 billion in 
2016. This information 
has been given in a UN 
report.
According to the World Investment Report 2018 prepared by UN 
Conference on Trade and Development, during this period, the FDI 
out of India has more than doubled to $ 11 billion.
According to the report, the global FDI decreased 23 percent from 
$ 1870 billion in 2016 to $ 1430 billion in 2017.
Main Point

According to UN Conference on Trade and Development, "The 
downturn on the FDI and the fall in the global price chain are 
a major concern especially for policy makers in developing 
countries.''

 # The report has mentioned about the public sector company 
ONGC and its the active investment done abroad in recent 
years. According to the report, by the end of 2017, ONGC had 
39 projects in 18 countries, which are producing 2, 85,000 
barrels gas a day.

 # The report said that the cross-border mergers and acquisition 
deals of India increased from $ 8 billion to $ 23 billion 
Singapore's Petrol Complex, owned by 
Russia's RosneftGaze, acquired a 49 percent 
stake in Essar Oil Limited. It invested 13 
billion dollars.

 # By the end of this year, global FDI is 
expected to grow by 10 percent.

In a major step to give a big push towards the ease of doing business in 
Punjab, the state government has launched a "Business First Portal". It was 
unveiled by Industry Minister Sunder Sham Arora. 

The online portal will facilitate the industrialists for Regulatory Clearances and 
Fiscal Approvals, real-time tracking of applications at a common platform. 

 # The portal aims to be a one-step solution for industrialists.
 # Regulatory clearances of all departments would be integrated in the portal.
 # Further, it would provide self access facility to the traders for the first time.
 # The facility would enable the applicants to examine their application and enclosed documents.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone for the 2400MW first phase of NTPC's 
Patratu Super Thermal Power Project in Jharkhand.
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AIIB approved $1.9 
billion in loans to 
India

Karnataka Bank Ltd has launched ‘KBL-Deposit 
Only Card’

Vijaya Bank has won Best Performing Public 
Sector Bank award

12 June '18

16 June '18

18 June '18

Beijing-based Asian 
Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) has approved 

$1.9 billion in loans to India for 
infrastructure related projects in 
2018. The fund will invest in six 
projects, including $500 million 
in the Mumbai Metro and $455 
million in rural roads in Andhra 
Pradesh. This also includes $200 
million to the National Investment 
and Infrastructure Fund. 
AIIB has been set up with the 
purpose of financing infrastructure. 
So far, $100 billion is committed 
to the bank. The bank funds both 
private and public-sector projects. 
On public-sector investment, 
where the loan is guaranteed by 
the sovereign, tenor of the loan can 
be up to 35 years. 
Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB)

The Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral 
development bank that aims to support 
the building of 
infrastructure in 
the Asia-Pacific 
region. The bank 
was proposed by 
the Government 
of China. 
Formation : January 16, 2016
Headquarters : Beijing, China
Membership : 64 Members
   22 prospective  
   members
President : Jin Liqun 

Karnataka Bank Ltd has launched ‘KBL-Deposit Only Card’ that enables 
hassle-free cash deposit transactions at the bank’s 24X7 e-lobby 
services.

These customers can perform cash deposit transactions even with higher deposit 
limit at the bank’s bunch note acceptor (BNA) or cash recycler kiosks by using this 
card.
The limit for the cash deposit a day is Rs 10 lakh.

Karnataka Bank

Founded:  1924 + Headquarters: Mangaluru, Karnataka
CEO:  M. S. Mahabaleshwara
Tagline:  Your Family Bank, Across India

Vijaya Bank has won the Best Performing Public Sector Bank award for 
the financial year 2017-2018 from the Pension Fund Regulatory and 
Development Authority (PFRDA).

Vijaya Bank

Founded: 1931
Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka
MD & CEO: R. A. Sankara Narayanan
Tagline: A friend you can bank on

Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA)

Founded: August 23, 2003
Headquarters: New Delhi
Chairman: Hemant Contractor

Japan's Women Badminton team has won the Uber Cup title.
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Virat Kohli is among 
the world’s highest-paid 

athletes

Rafael Nadal won 11th 
French Open title

India has won the 

four-nation Intercontinen-
tal Cup football title

Ravi Shankar Prasad has inaugurated cloud enabled Data Centre at Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

Agreement between BCCI and 
UN Environment

China has won the Thomas Cup by 
defeating Japan

Disc thrower Vikas Gowda has announced its retirement

27 May '18 28 May '18

31 May '18

The BCCI and UN Environment have signed an 
agreement to promote ‘green’ Cricket in India. BCCI 
acting Secretary Amitabh Choudhary and Erik Sol-

heim, Executive Director of UN Environment, signed a let-
ter of intent at the BCCI headquarters in Mumbai.
The partnership aims to spread greater awareness about 
key environmental challenges facing the country, and 
highlight alternate and more sustainable solutions. The 
BCCI will endeavor to reduce its environmental impact 
by greening operations and engaging 
cricketers and fans in green initiatives. 
The partnership will also focus on 
phasing out single-use plastic across 
stadiums in the country.

Top seeded China defeated Japan 3-1 and won the Men's 
World Badminton Competition Thomas Cup title after 
a gap of six years.

 # Japan won Uber Cup title.
 # Japan won Thomas Cup title only in 

2014.
 # China has won the title for the 10th time.
 # China last won the Thomas Cup title in 

2012.

One of only three Commonwealth Games gold medallists for India in athletics, 
Vikas Gowda decided to quit sports. The National record holder (66.28m) has 
won a bronze with a 60.81m at the Asian Championships 

in December 2017, his last competitive outing. Gowda is also 
only a handful of Indian athletes to participate in four Olympics, 
managing 58.99m at Rio. His best Olympic performance came in 
2012, when he finished eighth with a 65.20m
He was awarded the Padma Shri in 2017.
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Virat Kohli is among the world’s highest-paid athletes

Mithali Raj has become the first Indian to score 2,000 runs in T-20

India has won the four-nation Intercontinental Cup football title

06 June '18

08 June '18

11 June '18

Virat Kohli is among the world’s highest-paid athletes, according to a Forbes’ compilation 
topped by American boxing champion Floyd Mayweather. Kohli, the only sportsperson 
from India to be featured in the list, is ranked 83rd with earnings of USD 24 million. The 

‘World’s Highest-Paid Athletes 2018’ compilation is an all-male affair with no women being featured 
in the list.
The ‘World’s Highest-Paid Athletes 2018’ list is topped by 41-year-old Mayweather, 
with USD 285 million earnings.
Kohli, the only sportsperson from India to be featured in the list, is ranked 83rd with earnings of $24 
million.

Mithali Raj has become the first Indian to score 2,000 runs in T20 
International Cricket. She achieved the landmark during India's seven-
wicket win over Sri Lanka in the Women's Asia Cup T20 at Kuala 

Lumpur. Mithali now has 2,015 runs from 75 matches.
She is the seventh woman to reach 2,000 runs in 
T20 format. The list is headed by England cricketer 
Charlotte Edwards with 2,605. India men's team 
captain Virat Kohli with 1,983 runs is the next 
on the list, followed by Rohit Sharma and Suresh 
Raina.

India has won Intercontinental Soccer Cup title beating Kenya 2-0 in finals; 
Indian captain Sunil Chhetri becomes joint second highest international 
goal scorer among active players along with Argentine superstar Lionel 

Messi.
With this win, skipper Sunil Chhetri also equaled Lionel 
Messi's tally of 64 international goals. In the list of 
active international goalscorers, the 32-year-old is 
now only behind Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo who 
has netted the ball 81 times in 124 appearances. 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) became the first company to achieve the market capitalisation 
of Rs 7 lakh crore.

Top 10 Highest-Paid Athletes 2018
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Rafael Nadal won 11th French Open title
Saweety Boora has won the 
gold medal

Federer claims 98th ATP 
Tennis title with victory in 
Stuttgart

11 June '18
13 June '18

19 June '18

World number 
one tennis 
player Rafael 

Nadal won the French 
Open title by defeating 
Dominic Thiem of 
Austria. Nadal defeated 
Thiem 6-4, 6-3, 6-2 in 
consecutive sets and won 
the French Open title for 
the 11th time.
This is the 17th Grand Slam title of 32-year-old Spanish player 
Rafael Nadal. Nadal, who won 11 Grand Slam titles in the history 
of tennis, has become another player. Before Nadal, Margaret 
Gort won the Australian Open title for 11 times between 1960 
and 1973.
Nadal is also called the King of Red Gravel. In 2005, after playing 
his first match at the Red Gravel of Paris, he has lost only two of his 
87 matches.
About Rafael Nadal

 # Rafael Nadal was born on June 3, 1986. He is a famous tennis 
player living in Spain.

 # He also won the Davis Cup with the Spain Davis Cup team in the 
year 2004, the year 2008 and the year 2009.

 # He won his first French Open title in the year 2005.
 # He had captured the French Open in the year 2014 before the 

title.
 # He is also called "King of Clay".
 # He was named Laureus World Sportsman of the Year in 

2011.
 # He is the second male player after Andre Agassi to win the 

Career Golden Slam.
 # In 2010, at the age of 24, he became the seventh and the youngest 

player to win the Grand Slam.
French Open

The French Open is a major tennis tournament 
played in Stade Roland Garros in Paris, France, 
between the end of May and the first two weeks of 
June. This is the second Grand Slam in the annual 
tennis calendar and the world's premier clay court 
tennis tournament. The French Open is the only 
Grand Slam, which is still held on the gravel.

Saweety Boora 
was the lone 
Indian boxer 

to clinch a gold in 
the Umakhanov 
Memorial Tournament 
in Kaspiysk, Russia.

 # Brijesh Yadav (81kg) and Virender Kumar 
(91kg) have won the silver medals.

 # Earlier, world youth champion Shashi 
Chopra (57kg), former Commonwealth 
Games bronze-medallist Pinki Jangra (51kg) 
and Pavitra (60kg) have 
won bronze medals.

 # Among the men, world 
bronze-medallist Gaurav 
Bidhuri (56kg) had 
finished with a Bronze.

Roger Federer 
has won his 
98th ATP 

Tennis title with a 
6-4, 7-6 7-3 victory 
over Milos Raonic 
in the Stuttgart Cup 
final.

Top-seeded Swiss beat his Canadian opponent 
for the 11th time in 14 meetings while winning a 
first Stuttgart title. 

Federer, who will be chasing 
a ninth Wimbledon triumph 
next month, finally came good 
on the German grass on his 
third attempt after losing a 
semi-final in 2016 to Dominic 
Thiem and falling in the first 
round a year ago to Tommy Haas.

Real Madrid has won the UEFA Champions League Title by defeating Liverpool.
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Nepal has become the first 
country in south-east Asia to 

eliminate trachoma

CSIR bags the Clarivate Ana-

lytics India Innovation Award 

2018 in the Government Re-

search Organizations Category

Russia launched 

Glonass-M positioning 
satellite

Telangana government has launched a scheme to provide life insurance of up to Rs 5 lakh per 
farmer in the state.

BrahMos supersonic cruise missile successfully test-fired

Russia has launched the world's first floating nuclear power plant

21 May '18

21 May '18

India has successfully test-fired the Indo-Russian joint venture 
BrahMos supersonic cruise missile from a test range along the 
Odisha coast to validate some new features. The missile was 

test-fired from a mobile launcher stationed at Launch pad 3 of the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur.
The trial was conducted to validate its "life extension" technologies 
developed for the first time in India by DRDO and team BraHmos. 
The two-stage missile - first being solid and the second one, a ramjet 

liquid propellant - has already been introduced in the Army and Navy, while the Air Force version had witnessed successful trial.
BrahMos variants can be launched from land, air, sea and under water. India successfully launched the 
world's fastest supersonic cruise missile from a Sukhoi-30 MKI combat jet for the first time against a 
target in the Bay of Bengal in November, 2017. 
The missiles land and naval variants are already in service. At least two Su-30 squadrons with 20 planes 
each are planned to be equipped with the air-launch variant BrahMos missile, 500 kg lighter than land/
naval variants.

Russia has launched 'Akademik Lomonosov', the world's first floating 
nuclear power plant at the St Petersburg shipyard. The plant is currently 
towed to a port town called Murmansk in northwest Russia, where it 

will be loaded up with fuel. The plant would be then taken to a town in the Arctic 
Circle called Pevek, where it will begin generating power in mid-2019.
Objective: Russia’s main objective behind the development is to meet its 
growing electricity needs in its drive to develop oil resources in remote Arctic 
regions.

Key Details

 # The ‘Akademik Lomonosov’ is to be the first of a fleet of floating nuclear power stations to be stationed in the Russian Arctic
 # The 144-by-30-metre (472-by-98-foot) power plant holds two reactors with two 35 megawatt nuclear reactors that are 

similar to those used to power icebreaker ships.
 # The power plant has no propulsion of its own. It will be towed up North to avoid the steep cost of 

shipping it by land piece by piece to remote areas.
 # The plant is capable of producing enough electricity to power a town of 200,000 residents, far more 

than the 5,000 living in Pevek.
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Nepal has become the first country in south-east Asia to eliminate 
trachoma

India ranked 145th in terms of quality and accessibility of healthcare

24 May '18

24 May '18

According to World Health Organisation (WHO), Nepal has become the first 
country in south-east Asia to eliminate trachoma. Trachoma was the second 
leading cause of preventable blindness in the Himalayan nation in the 

1980s.
In 2002, the Government of Nepal had stepped up the efforts to eliminate 
trachoma with the establishment of a national trachoma programme. The 
prevalence of active (inflammatory) trachoma in the country fell by 40 
per cent following the implementation of sustained control activities 
from 2002 to 2005.
The national trachoma programme in that country also collaborated 
with the ministry of education to include a module on trachoma in 
the school curriculum.
In 1998, the World Health Assembly had resolved to eliminate 
trachoma as a public health problem.
Trachoma

Trachoma is a chlamydial infection which happens due to lack of hygiene, unclean water supply and can 
spread by contact with eye, nose, or throat secretions of a person suffering from the disease or indirectly 
via flies. The infection is particularly common among children.
The disease puts more than 190 million people in 41 countries at the risk of blindness. It is responsible 
for the blindness or visual impairment of around 1.9 million people worldwide.

According to a Lancet study, India has been ranked 
145th among 195 countries in terms of quality and 
accessibility of healthcare.

 # India ranks 145th among 195 countries in terms of 
quality and accessibility of healthcare, behind its 
neighbours like China, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and 
Bhutan, according to a Lancet study.

 # The Global Burden of Disease study, however, 
mentioned that India has seen improvements in 
healthcare access and quality since 1990.

 # Although India's improvements on the (healthcare 
access and quality) HAQ index hastened from 2000 to 
2016.

 # The five countries with the highest levels of healthcare 
access and quality in 2016 were Iceland (97.1 points), Norway (96.6), the Netherlands (96.1), 
Luxembourg (96.0), and Finland and Australia (each with 95.9).

 # The countries with the lowest scores were the Central African Republic (18.6), Somalia (19.0), 
Guinea-Bissau (23.4), Chad (25.4), and Afghanistan (25.9).

Mia Mottley has been elected as the first female Prime Minister of Barbados.
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Agni-5 has successfully test-fired 03 June '18

India has successfully test-fired its indigenously developed 
nuclear-capable Long Range Ballistic Missile Agni-5, 
which has a strike range of 5,000 km, off the Odisha coast.

The surface-to-surface missile was launched with the help of 
a mobile launcher from launch pad-4 of the Integrated Test 
Range (ITR) at Dr Abdul Kalam Island in the Bay of Bengal.
The first test of the Agni-5 was done on April 19, 2012. Second 
time on September 15, 2013, for the third time on January 31, 
2015 and for the fourth time on 26 December 2016 it was 
tested.
Specialty of Agni -5

 # Surface to Surface Agni-5 missile is capable of carrying 
nuclear weapons.

 # This missile, considered to be extremely fatal, has been 
developed by Defense Research and Development 
Organization (DRDO).

 # It is capable of carrying nuclear weapons up to one and 
a half tonnes.

 # The weight of 17 meters long Agni 5 is 50 tonnes.
 # The speed of this missile is up to 24 times more than the 

speed of sound.

CSIR bags the Clarivate Analytics India Innovation Award 2018 in the 
Government Research Organizations Category 25 May '18

Council of Scientific & Industrial Research has been awarded the 
Clarivate Analytics India Innovation Award 2018 in the Government 
Research Organizations Category. This award yet again recognizes 

CSIR as the top innovator. 
CSIR is a pioneer of India’s intellectual property movement and a 
leader in terms of sheer volume of patents published during the analysis 
period. While CSIR’s patent portfolio touches a wide spectrum of areas 
in science and technology, some of the top filing areas include: polymers 
and applications in medicine, materials, electrical industry, pharmaceutical 

research, fermentation, enzymes, catalysis and applications, chemical & biological treatment of water, 
etc. With over 2800 citations received by their patents, CSIR scored well on patent citation impact in the 
government research organization category indicating the relevance and impact of CSIR’s innovations. A 
look at one such cited patent, titled ‘Magnetic nanoparticles decorated activated carbon nanocomposites 
for purification of water’, indicates that it is very relevant to one of the pressing needs of the society at 
large in India.

 # The missile will cover a distance of 5000 kilometers in 20 minutes.
 # The Agni-5 missile can be carried anywhere through the road, and can be dropped from the 

Portable Canister Launcher. Due to this virtue, it can also be saved from the enemy's satellite 
surveillance.
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Taj Declaration to Beat Plastic 
Pollution was adopted in Agra

Russia launched Glonass-
M positioning satellite

USA will sell six Apache attack 
helicopters to India 

A Taj Declaration to Beat Plastic Pollution 
was adopted in Agra as part of which efforts 
would be made to make the 500-metre area 

around the historic ivory-white marble monument 
litter-free and phase out single-use plastic.
Before the adoption of the declaration, the Culture 
Ministry held a stake-holders' workshop The 
workshop focussed on curbing pollution near the 
17th-century monument and drawing short-term and 
long-term plans to deal with the problem.
According to an official statement, a pledge was 
taken to make the 500-metre area around the Taj 
Mahal litter-free and take steps to 
phase out single-use plastic from 
the area. Sharma said India and 
the whole world is today facing 
the problem of pollution caused 
by excessive use of plastics.

Russia successfully launched a 
Glonass-M positioning satellite using 
a Soyuz-2.1b carrier rocket.

The Space Forces, a branch of the Aerospace 
Forces, launched the satellite from the 
Plesetsk space center.
The Glonass network provides real-time 
positioning data for surface, sea and airborne 
objects around the globe, at an accuracy 
reportedly on par with the U.S. Global 
Positioning System.
With this launch, there are now 26 Glonass 
satellites in orbit.

USA has approved a deal to sell six AH-64E 
Apache attack helicopters to India for USD 930 
million.

 # United States government has approved a deal to sell the 
Indian army six AH-64E Apache attack helicopters for 
USD 930 million.

 # The agreement has been passed to the US Congress for 
approval, but if no US lawmaker raises an objection the 
contract is expected to go ahead.

 # In addition to aircraft, the contract 
includes night vision sensors, GPS 
guidance and hundreds of Hellfire anti-
armour and Stinger air-to-air missiles.

04 June '18

19 June '18

13 June '18
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World's oldest Suma-
tran orangutan, Puan, 

dies at 62

Gaming addiction classified 
as 'mental health disorder' 

by WHO

Gaming addiction classified 
as 'mental health disorder' 

by WHO

Global Peace Index 2018

Maternal mortality ratio in the country drops to 130 from 167

07 June '18

07 June '18

India has moved up one place to the 
136th rank among 163 countries on 
the 2018 Global Peace Index, due to 

a reduction in the level of violent crime 
driven by increased law enforcement, 
according to a report prepared by 
Institute for Economics and Peace 
(IEP) by an Australian think tank.
The report provides a comprehensive 
analysis on the state of world peace.
Iceland remains the most peaceful 
country in the world, a position it 
has held since 2008. New Zealand, 
Austria, Portugal and Denmark also sit 
in the top five most peaceful rankings.
Syria remains the least peaceful country 
in the world, a position it has held for 

the past five years. Afghanistan, South 
Sudan, Iraq and Somalia comprise the 
remaining least peaceful countries.
The index is topped by Iceland, 
followed by New Zealand, Portugal, 
Austria and Denmark, whereas war-
torn Syria remains the least peaceful 
country in the world, followed by 
Afghanistan, Iraq, South Sudan, and 
Yemen.
India has improved by four positions 
in the overall ranking from 137th to 
136th.
India was also among the countries 
with the biggest decreases in the 
number of deaths, along with Sri 
Lanka, Chad, Colombia, and Uganda.

The countries that displayed the 
most significant growth in heavy 
weapons capabilities over the last 
30 years are primarily in unstable 
regions where there 
are high tensions 
with neighbouring 
countries. These 
include Egypt, 
India, Iran, Pakistan, 
South Korea, and 
Syria. 

The latest Sample Registration 
System (SRS) data indicating 
the Maternal Mortality Ratio 

(MMR) has brought glad tidings. The 
MMR (number of maternal deaths 
per 1,00,000 live births) has dropped 
from 167 (in 2011-2013, the last SRS 
period) to 130 for the country. This 
22% drop is an achievement arising 

from painstakingly reducing the 
MMR in each of the States. The SRS 
segments States into three groups: 
“Empowered Action Group” (EAG) 

— Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh/Uttarakhand and Assam; 
“Southern States” — Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu; and “Others” — the 
remaining States and union territories. 
The highest reduction from the last 
SRS is with the EAG States at 23%, 

a drop from 246 (2011-2013) to 188, 
while the Other States have dropped 
by 19%, taking the MMR down 
from 115 in 2011-2013, to 93 now. 

Southern States, which are at a better 
average of 77, dropped 17%. Truly 
encouraging is the massive drop of 
29% in Uttar Pradesh/Uttarakhand 
where the MMR has dropped from 
285 to 201.
Kerala remains at the top with an MMR 
of 46 (down from 
61). Maharashtra 
retains its second 
position with 61, but 
the pace of fall has 
been much lower, 
dropping from 68 
during 2011-13. Tamil Nadu with 66 
(79) is in the third position.

Kerala has the lowest MMR of 46, followed by Maharashtra 
with 61 and Tamil Nadu 66

Sudha Balakrishnan, has been appointed the first chief financial officer (CFO) of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI).
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11th World Hindi Conference (WHC)

New York City is the ‘world’s most influential city : AT Kearney

11 June '18

12 June '18

The 11th World Hindi Conference (WHC) is being 
organized from 18-20 August 2018 in Mauritius 
by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 

India in association with the Government of Mauritius. The 
decision to organize the 11th edition of the Conference in 
Mauritius was taken at the 10th World Hindi Conference 
held in Bhopal, India in September 2015.

The first World Hindi Conference was 
held in 1975 in Nagpur, India. Since then, 
ten such Conferences have been held in 
different parts of the world.
The main theme of the Conference is 
"Vaishvik Hindi Aur Bharatiy Sanskriti".

The venue of the Conference is "Swami Vivekanand 
International Convention Centre", Pailles Mauritius.

According to the latest report 
by AT Kearney, a global 
business-consulting firm, 

New York City came out on top as the 
‘world’s most influential city. 

 # The firm ranks 135 cities based 
on current global standing and 
influence on the world. 

 # India’s capital New Delhi came in 
at 58th position, falling 4 places 
from last year’s ranking of 54, 
behind Brazil’s Rio De Janeiro. 

 # India’s financial capital Mumbai 
ranked ahead of New Delhi at the 
52nd position, behind Malaysia’s 
Kuala Lumpur and Philadelphia. 

 # The Global Cities Index examines 
the current performance of cities 

based on 27 metrics spanning five 
dimensions: business activity, 
human capital, information 
exchange, cultural experience, 
and political engagement. 

 # The Index also provides insights 
into the global reach, performance, 
and level of development of the 
world’s largest cities. 

 # Bangalore came in at the 78th 
position. 

 # Chennai ranked at the 82nd spot, 
falling from 
81 in the last 
year. Hyderabad 
came in at the 
84th position, 
even as cities 

Surat (125) and Ahmedabad (108) 
ranked below 100 in the overall 
index.

Details of the previous ten Conferences held so far are as follows:

No. Conference Location Year
1. First World Hindi Conference Nagpur, India 10-12 January, 1975
2. Second World Hindi Conference Port Louis, Mauritius 28-30 August, 1976
3. Third World Hindi Conference New Delhi, India 28-30 October, 1983
4. Fourth World Hindi Conference Port Louis, Mauritius 02-04 December, 1993
5. Fifth World Hindi Conference Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago 04-08 April, 1996
6. Sixth World Hindi Conference London, U.K. 14-18 September,1999
7. Seventh World Hindi Conference Paramaribo, Suriname 06-09 June, 2003
8. Eighth World Hindi Conference New York, America 13-15 July, 2007
9. Ninth World Hindi Conference Johannesburg, South Africa 22-24 September, 2012
10. Tenth World Hindi Conference Bhopal, India 10-12 September, 2015

The BCCI and UN Environment have signed an agreement to promote ‘green’ Cricket in India.
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Telangana government has enhanced the retirement age limit for teaching professors of state 

health department from 58 to 65.

World's oldest Sumatran orangutan, Puan, dies at 62

Gaming addiction classified as 'mental health disorder' by WHO

19 June '18

19 June '18

The world's oldest Sumatran orangutan, which had 
11 children and 54 descendants spread across the 
globe, has died aged 62.

Puan -- Indonesian for "lady" -- died at Perth Zoo, where 
she had lived since being gifted by Malaysia in 1968.
Apart from being the oldest member of colony, she was 
also the founding member of our world-renowned breeding 
program and leaves an incredible legacy. Her genetics 
count for just under 10 per cent of the global zoological 
population."

The WHO's International Classification of Diseases 
(ICD), a reference bible of recognized and 
diagnosable diseases, describes addiction to digital 

and video gaming as "a pattern of persistent or recurrent 
gaming behavior" that becomes so extensive it "takes 
precedence over other life interests".
According to a WHO's expert, an addicted gamer "loses 
control over the gaming and ignores other essential activities 
like sleep, like eating, like taking part in education or work."
Only a small minority of people who play digital and video 
games would develop a problem, but said recognition of 
early warning signs may help prevent it.
The very fact that we did not put gaming disorder earlier in 
the classification means that it's an emerging problem and 
certainly it's more common in those countries and regions where gaming is readily accessible.

Puan had 11 children and a total of 54 descendants in the United States, Europe, Australasia and the 
jungles of Sumatra. Her great grandson Nyaru was the latest individual to be released into the wild.
Born in 1956, she was noted by the Guinness Book of Records as being the oldest verified Sumatran 
orangutan in the world. Female orangutans rarely live beyond 50 in the wild.

International Classification of Diseases (ICD)

The ICD, which has been updated over the past 10 years, covers 55,000 injuries, 
diseases and causes of death. It forms a basis for the WHO and other experts to 
see and respond to trends in health.

The updated ICD is scheduled to be presented to WHO member states at their 
annual World Health Assembly in May 2019 for adoption in January 2022.
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EDITORIAL WORD
AMORPHOUS 
[adjective]
PRONUNCIATION
[uh-mawr-fuh  s]
Let’s deal with the pronunciation of this one.  The initial 
sound ‘uh’ can be taken from the word ‘under’ [uhn-der], the 
middle ‘mawr’ from ‘corridor [kawr-i-der, -dawr] and the 
last 'fuh  s' from ‘fuss’ [fuhs]. All together ‘uh+mawr+fuhs’ 
and in an easy way, it is just like ‘a-maur-fuss.
DEFINITIONS
1. Lacking definite form; having no specific shape; 

formless 
2. Of no particular kind or character; indeterminate; 

having no pattern or structure; unorganized
EXAMPLES
An amorphous style; an amorphous personality; 
The amorphous clouds; an amorphous mineral
BY THE VIRTUE OF POLYSEMY:
Petrography, Mineralogy: Occurring in a mass, as without 
stratification or crystalline structure.

Chemistry: not crystalline.
Biology: having structural components that are not clearly 
differentiated, as the nuclear material in certain bacteria.
EXAMPLES

The amorphous clouds; an amorphous mineral
SYNONYMS 
shapeless, undefined, vague 
ANTONYMS

shaped, definite, structured
EXAMPLES OF AMORPHOUS IN A SENTENCE 
1. He has an amorphous style of writing.
2. She doesn't like amorphous personality.
3. A dark, strangely amorphous shadow filled the room.
4. There is an amorphous cloud mass in the sky.
5. Glass, amber, and plastics are amorphous substances.
FIRST KNOWN USE OF AMORPHOUS

18th century 
C18: from modern Latin amorphus, from Greek amorphos 
‘shapeless’ (from a- ‘without’ + morphē ‘form’) + -ous.

NEW AND TRICKY

SUFFIX- DESCRIPTION PART OF SPEECH MADE FROM EXAMPLES

-ous characteristic of being X 
or doing X adjective verb or noun carnivorous, devious, numerous, 

mellifluous.
OTHER PARTS OF SPEECH

amorphism, noun

amorphously, adverb

amorphousness, noun

CONTEMPORARY EXAMPLES

1. “We got here hours ago,” says a man with a foot brace 
who's given up his spot in the amorphous line to sit on 
a folding chair.

 Beyoncé, Jay Z & No Doubt Sing to End Global Poverty 
in Central Park, Caitlin Dickson, September 28, 2014.

2. But the amorphous blend of character and character 
motivation somehow morphs into plot.

 How I Write: James McBride, The New National Book 
Award Winner For Fiction, Noah Charney, December 
4, 2013

3. How and what makes this amorphous movement step 
in this direction or that?

 Anonymous Next Move, Winston Ross, April 17, 2013.
HISTORICAL EXAMPLES

1. Sulphur is known in two general forms, crystalline and 
amorphous.

 An Elementary Study of Chemistry, William 
McPherson

2. It is impossible to ignite there a fragment of amorphous 
phosphorus.

 Fragments of science, V. 1-2, John Tyndall
3. Prince-Bishops were kittle cattle, an amorphous kind 

of creature.
 The Great North Road: York to Edinburgh, Charles G. 

Harper
OTHER RELATED EXAMPLES

1. Amorphous titanium oxide may be obtained in a pure 
form.

2. They were amorphous blobs of darkness that shifted 
between three shapes.

3. At first they were just amorphous multicoloured shapes 
that would vanish spontaneously when confronted.

4. Astronomers think our solar system took shape when an 
amorphous interstellar cloud of dust and gas collapsed 
under its own weight.

5. China’s options for countering such amorphous efforts 
are not straightforward.

Telugu actor and producer Madala Ranga Rao has passed away recently. He was 71.
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sunil Arora
   9. Director General, ITBP RK Pachnanda
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajeev Mehrishi
  13. Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes Jus. Vangala Eswaraiah
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director Alok Kumar Verma
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
  20. Chairman, UGC D.P. Singh
  21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy Sekhar Basu
  23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
  24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
  26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
  27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
  31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
  33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N.K. Singh
  35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Devendra Kumar Sikri
  36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  37. President, ASSOCHAM Sandeep Jajodia
  38. Chairman, NASSCOM Rishad Premji
  39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
  40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
  41. Chairperson, Children Film Society of India Mukesh Khanna
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
  43. President, CII Rakesh Bharti Mittal
  44. President, FICCI Rashesh Shah
  45. Chairman, National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. Chairman, Investment Commission Ratan Tata
  49. Finance Secretary  Hasmukh Adhia
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Usha Ananthasubramanian
Data as on 20th May, 2018

China has won the Thomas Cup by defeating Japan.
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Branch Name Phone Number

Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136
Ahmedabad 9227575027
Ajmer 9261503888
Aligarh 7706008037
Allahabad 9235253403
Alwar 9521177944
Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816
Ambikapur 8823868882
Amritsar 9646606160
Asansol 7076880723
Azamgarh 9208242842
Budaun 9627671787
Bahraich 9208249852
Balasore 9583185223
Ballia 9208243152
Banda 9554334847
Bangalore 9538712808
Bareilly 9235253431
Basti 7706008031
Berhampur 9078907945
Bhagalpur 9204363221
Bhilai-Durg 8878783345
Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901
Bhopal-Lalghati 9229174902
Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352
Bijnor 7706008027
Bilaspur 8878817515
Bulandshahr 7706008030
Chandigarh 9256002024
Chennai 8939777224
Coimbatore 8110967668
Cuttack 7894013095
Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620
Dehradun 9236510116
Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515
Delhi Kingsway 9268561517
Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952
Delhi Munirka 9210092245
Delhi Rohini 9250239671/9250239674

Deoria 9208248122
Dhanbad 9204979723/24
Durgapur 7076856390
Ernakulam 9645415987
Etah 9208237386
Faizabad 9235253421
Faridabad 9643396140
Farrukhabad 7706008029
Fatehpur 9554330811
Firozabad 9208235736
Gaya 9204311416
Ghaziabad 9212229752/24
Ghazipur 9208244539
Gonda 9208250778
Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892
Gurugram 9643396139
Guwahati 8134935078
Gwalior 9229174910
Haldwani 9208256021
Hardoi 9208248208
Haridwar 7706008034
Hisar 9253678050
Hoshangabad 8358831338
Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865 /8790034792
Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar 7032410704

Indore 7581800952
Jabalpur 9229174905
Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894
Jammu 9419305561
Jamshedpur 8877187640
Jaunpur 9208244355
Jhalandhar 8557088164
Jhansi 9235253424
Jodhpur 9636512855
Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484
Kanpur 
Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133
Karnal 8930175568
Kolkata 9230141497/8017652045

Chennai Super Kings has won their third IPL title.
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Kurukshetra 9253678053
Lakhimpur 9208251562
Lucknow 
Alambagh PO 9235253521

Lucknow 
Alambagh SSC 9235253438/66

Lucknow 
Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow 
Mahanagar PO 9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028
Mainpuri 9208241450
Mathura 9208235067
Meerut 9235253448
Mirzapur 9208243884
Moradabad 9235253442
Mumbai 9221944071
Muzaffarnagar 7706008032
Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614
Nagpur Gandhinagar 9272273686/9272295576
Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073
Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626
Noida 9953948834
Orai 9208237457
Patiala 9780859721
Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02
Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11

Pilibhit 9837186684
Pratapgarh 9208245660
Pune 9225231629
Raebareilly 9235253412
Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438
Rajkot 9979316870
Rampur 9208255388
Ranchi 9204855313
Rewa 7415690904
Rohtak 8930403886
Roorkee 7706008033
Sagar 7509219781
Saharanpur 9235253445
Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148
Shahjahanpur 9208256201
Shimla 8894100342
Siliguri 7602742939
Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514
Sultanpur 9208252915
Surat 9537360459
Tirupati 9581933099
Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029
Unnao 9208242493
Vadodara 9537589477
Varanasi 9235253419
Vijaywada 8886309897
Vishakapatnam 9966593419
Warangal 8142230661

Red Bull’s Australian driver Daniel Ricciardo has won the Monaco Grand Prix title.
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The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI’s) Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) has increased the key ‘repo’ rate by 25 basis 
points to 6.25 %. The decision came in the backdrop of rising trend of inflation and oil prices, weaker currency (67.07 per 
dollar)and the wage-price setting process due to closure of “output gap”, the MPC policy statement noted.

This was the first rate hike by the Indian central bank in four and a half years, the first “hawkish” stance, since the BJP-
led government came to power in 2014. According to the RBI Governor, Dr. Urjit Patel, RBI will remain cautious and 
vigilant on managing the risks to economic growth and inflation, and use appropriate tools to manage liquidity. This policy 
announcement is contrary to the expectations of economists who had predicted an increase in repo rate only in the third 
bi-monthly meet in August 2018. But, RBI has decided to “pull the trigger” by hiking the repo rate in June itself. RBI had 
reduced the repo rate by 0.25 percentage points to six per cent one year back in August 2017.

Given that India’s GDP growth was at 7.7 per cent for the quarter that ended in March 31, this hike should not be 
affecting the economic growth, as investment – Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) – has revived and received 
a renewed boost from Public Resolution of distressed firms under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC). 
Indeed, growth is determined not only by the policy rates, but also by the policy measures to remove infrastructural 
bottlenecks. However, there are concerns about the monetary policy transmission to corresponding hike in the interest 
rates on loans.

The apex bank has also increased the reverse repo rate — the rate at which the RBI borrows from commercial banks — to 6 
% and the marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate to 6.50 %. “The decision of the MPC is consistent with 
the neutral stance of monetary policy in consonance with the objective of achieving the medium-term target for consumer 
price index (CPI) inflation of 4 per cent within a band of +/- 2 per cent, while supporting growth,” the RBI said in the MPC 
statement. The bond yield on the benchmark 10-year bonds has reached 7.92 percent.

This was the first time the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) met for three days, instead of two days, citing certain 
‘administrative exigencies’. According to the New Monetary Framework, signed between RBI and the Government of 
India, the sole mandate of the monetary policy is inflation targeting. The RBI Governor said that any developments in 
international financial or crude oil or commodity price developments will be “internalized” in the inflation forecast and the 
consequential policy choice.

The MPC noted that “domestic economic activity has exhibited sustained revival in recent quarters and the output gap 
has almost closed. Investment activity, in particular, is recovering well and could receive a further boost from swift 
resolution of distressed sectors of the economy under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. Geo-political risks, global 
financial market volatility and the threat of trade protectionism pose headwinds to the domestic recovery. It is important 
that public finances do not crowd out private sector investment activity at this crucial juncture. Adherence to budgetary 
targets by the Centre and the States – which appears to be the case thus far – will also ease upside risks to the inflation 
outlook considerably”.

The policy options before RBI for more than three years has been between ‘status quo in policy rates’ versus ‘cutting policy 
rates’. In June 2018 policy, it was for the first time, that the RBI made a hawkish move.

On the external front, in US, Fed may go “hawkish” by hiking interest rates. This will lead to capital outflows from 
emerging economies unless they adjust their policy rates upward. The bond yield rates globally are rising upward. In India 

SECOND BI-MONTHLY

Repo Rate - 6.25%
Reverse Repo - 6%

CRR - 4%
MSF - 6.5%

National Informatics Center (NIC) has launched its fourth data center in Bhubaneswar.

MONETARY POLICY
2018
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too, the bond yields have appreciated over the last one year. Rising U.S. interest rates led to a few Asian countries already 
to adjust the rate upwards, including Turkey. The weakening of rupee against the backdrop of flighty capital and rising 
current account deficit is worry some. Against these external and domestic developments, a rate hike at this juncture is 
welcome to contain the inflationary pressures.

The following are the highlights of the second bi-monthly monetary statement for 2018-19: 

 # RBI hikes key lending rate (repo) by 0.25 per cent to 6.25 pc 

 # Rate hike is the first in four-and-half-years 

 # Reverse repo rate stands at 6 pc, bank rate at 6.50 pc 

 # Growth projection retained at 7.4 pc for 2018-19 

 # Projects retail inflation at 4.8-4.9 pc for April-September, 4.7 pc in H2 

 # Major upside risk to the inflation path as price of crude rose by 12 pc 

 # Volatile crude oil prices adds to uncertainty to the inflation outlook 

 # Investments recovering well; to get boost from swift resolution under IBC 

 # Geo-political risks, financial market volatility, trade protectionism to impact  domestic growth 

 # Adherence to budgetary targets by the Centre and states will ease upside risks to the inflation outlook 

Kamaljit S. Bawa has won the prestigious Linnean Medal in Botany from the Linnean Society 
of London.
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Former world record-holder and Olympic medallist Dick Quax has passed away recently. He 
was 70.

The Central Statistics Office (CSO), Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implementation has released the estimates 
of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for the fourth quarter 
(January-March) Q4 of 2017-18 and Provisional estimates 
(PE) of national income for the financial year 2017-18. 
Highlights of the same are given below:
Quarterly Estimates (Q4, 2017-18)

 # GDP at 2011-12 prices in the fourth quarter (Q4) of 
financial year 2017-18 registered growth rate of 7.7 
per cent as against 5.6 percent, 6.3 percent and 7.0 
percent respectively, in the first three quarters, Q1, 
Q2 and Q3 of 2017-18. Rapid growth in agriculture 
(4.5%), manufacturing (9.1%) and construction sectors 
(11.5%) contributed to the overall growth.

 # At the sectoral level, the growth rate of GVA at constant 
(2011-12) prices in Q4 of 2017-18 for agriculture 
& allied sectors, industry and services sectors are 
estimated at 4.5 per cent, 8.8 per cent, and 7.7 per cent 
respectively.

 # The rate of growth of gross fixed capital formation at 
constant prices increased to 14.4 percent in the fourth 
quarter on account of 9.0 Percent growth in capital 
goods in Q4 of 2017-18 as against 0.8 percent, 6.1 
percent and 9.1 percent respectively, in the first three 
quarters, Q1, Q2 and Q3 of 2017-18.

Provisional estimates of GDP for 2017-18

 # As per the Provisional estimates of national income, 
the growth rate of GDP at constant (2011-12) prices 
for the financial year 2017-18 is estimated at 6.7 
percent. At the sectoral level, the growth rate of GVA 
at constant (2011-12) prices for agriculture & allied 
sectors, industry and services sectors for the year 2017-
18 are estimated at 3.4 per cent, 5.5 per cent, and 7.9 
per cent respectively.

Provisional Estimates of Annual National Income, 
2017-18 And

Quarterly Estimates (Q4) of Gross Domestic Product, 
2017-18

The Central Statistics Office (CSO), Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implementation, has released  the 
Provisional estimates of national income for the financial 
year 2017-18, both at constant (2011-12) and current prices. 
These are presented in Statements 1 to 4.
Quarterly estimates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for the 
fourth quarter (January-March) of 2017-18, both at constant 
(2011-12) and current prices along with the corresponding 
quarterly estimates of expenditure components of GDP 
are also released. The four quarters of a financial year 
are denoted by Q1, Q2, Q3 and Q4. Estimates including 
growth rates of Q1, Q2 and Q3 of 2017-18 released earlier 
have been revised in accordance with the revision policy 
of National Accounts. GDP at constant (2011-12) prices in 
Q4 of 2017-18 is estimated at `34.77 lakh crore, as against 
`32.27 lakh crore in Q4 of 2016-17, showing a growth rate 
of 7.7 percent. Quarterly estimates for the years 2015-16,  
2016-17, and 2017-18 are presented in Statements 5 to 8.
GDP growth rates for 2017-18 and Q1, Q2, Q3 and Q4 of 
2017-18 at constant (2011-12) and current prices are given 
below:

Growth Rates of GDP
 Constant prices

(2011-12)
Current 
prices

Annual 2017 -18 6.7 10.0
Q1 2017-18 (April-June) 5.6 8.3
Q2 2017-18 (July-Sep) 6.3 9.5
Q3 2017-18 (Oct-Dec) 7.0 11.0
Q4 2017-18 (Jan-Mar) 7.7 10.9

I. PROVISIONAL ESTIMATES OF NATIONAL 
INCOME,  2017-18

 The Second Advance Estimates of national income for 
the year 2017-18 were released on 28th February, 2018. 
These estimates have now been revised incorporating 
latest estimates of agricultural production, index of 
industrial production (IIP) and performance of key 
sectors like, railways, transport other than railways, 

GDP FOR THE 
FOURTH QUARTER,

JANUARY-MARCH

(Q4), 2017-18
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108th session of UNWTO Executive Council was held in San Sebastian, Spain.

communication, banking, insurance and Government 
revenue expenditure. With the introduction of Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) from 1st July 2017 and consequent 
changes in the tax structure, the total tax revenue used 
for GDP compilation include non-GST revenue and 
GST revenue. Early results on the performance of 
corporate sector for April-December 2017 which were 
used in the advance estimates have been revised on the 
basis of latest available information.

 The salient features of these estimates are detailed 
below:

 I. (a) Estimates at constant (2011-12) prices
 Gross Domestic Product
      Real GDP or GDP at constant (2011-12) prices for the 

year 2017-18 is now estimated at `130.11 lakh crore 
showing a growth rate of 6.7 percent over First Revised 
Estimates of GDP for the year 2016-17 of `121.96 lakh 
crore, released on 31st January, 2018.

 Gross Value Added (GVA) at Basic Prices
 Real GVA, i.e, GVA at basic constant (2011-12) prices 

for the year 2017-18 is now estimated at `119.76 lakh 
crores showing a growth rate of 6.5 percent over First 
Revised Estimates of GVA for the year 2016-17 of 
`112.48 lakh crore, released on 31st January, 2018.

 The sectors which registered growth rate of over 7.0 
percent are 'public administration, defence and other 
services’ (10.0 percent), ‘ trade, hotels, transport, 
communication and services related to broadcasting’ 
(8.0 percent), ‘electricity, gas, water supply & other 
utility services  (7.2 percent)’. The growth in the 
‘agriculture, forestry and fishing’, ‘mining & quarrying’, 
‘manufacturing’,‘construction’, and 'financial, real 
estate and professional services' is estimated to be 3.4 
percent, 2.9 percent, 5.7 percent , 5.7 percent and 6.6 
percent, respectively.

 Industry analysis
 Agriculture
 The ‘agriculture, forestry and fishing’ sector has shown 

a growth rate of 3.4 percent as against previous year’s 
growth rate of 6.3 per cent. The GVA estimates of this 
sector have been compiled using the Third Advance 
Estimates of crop production released by Ministry 
of Agriculture. The third advance estimates of food 
grain production was 279.51 million tonnes in 2017-
18 which is higher than the second advance estimates 
of food grain production during 2017-18 of  277.49 
million tonnes and final estimates of 275.11 million 
tonnes during the agricultural year 2016-17.

 Mining and quarrying

 The ‘mining and quarrying’ sector has shown a growth 
rate of 2.9 percent as against previous year’s growth 

rate of 13.0 per cent. The Index of Industrial Production 
of mining registered growth of 2.3 percent during 
2017-18 as compared to 5.3 percent during 2016-17. 
Production of coal and crude oil registered growth rates 
of 2.5 percent and (-)0.9 percent during 2017-18. The 
private corporate sector growth in the mining sector 
was estimated using the latest available information 
on major listed companies for the financial year 2017-
18. Further, growth in WPI of mineral oil, coal and 
crude petroleum and natural gas is estimated at 12.5, 
8.9 and (-)0.3 percent respectively during 2017-18  as 
compared to (-)0.8,  2.3,  and (-)4.5 percent respectively 
during 2016-17.

 Manufacturing

 The growth in the ‘manufacturing’ sector is estimated at 
5.7  percent as against previous year’s growth rate of 7.9 
percent. The private corporate sector growth (which has 
a share of over 70 percent in the manufacturing sector) 
as estimated from available data of listed companies 
with BSE and NSE was 9.0 percent at current prices 
during 2017-18. The quasi corporate and unorganized 
segment (which includes individual proprietorship and 
partnerships and Khadi & Village Industries having a 
share of around 21 percent in the manufacturing sector) 
has been estimated using IIP of manufacturing. The IIP 
of manufacturing registered a growth rate of 4.5 percent 
during 2017-18.

 Electricity, gas, water supply and other utility 
services

 GVA at basic prices for 2017-18 from ‘Electricity, 
gas, water supply and other utility services’ sector is 
estimated at 7.2 percent as against previous year’s 
growth rate of 9.2 percent. The key indicator of this 
sector, namely, IIP of Electricity registered a growth 
rate of 5.4 percent during April-March, 2017-18.

 Construction

 GVA at basic prices for 2017-18 from ‘Construction’ 
sector is estimated at 5.7 percent as against previous 
year’s growth rate of 1.3 percent. Key indicators of 
construction sector, namely, production of cement and 
consumption of finished steel registered growth rates 
of 6.3 per cent and 7.8 percent, respectively, during 
2017-18 as compared to (-)1.2 percent and 3.1 percent 
respectively, during 2016-17.

 Trade, hotels, transport, communication and 
services related to broadcasting

 GVA at basic prices for 2017-18 from this sector is 
estimated at 8.0 percent as against previous year’s 
growth rate of 7.2 percent. Key indicator used for 
estimating GVA from Trade sector is the sales tax 
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growth. With introduction of GST, sales tax data is 
now subsumed under GST. Therefore, a comparable 
estimate of turnover based on sales tax has been 
estimated. Methodology of estimation is as explained 
in the Annex to the press note on estimates of GDP 
for the second quarter (July-September) of 2017-18 
released on 30thNovember, 2017. Indicator used for 
measuring GVA from hotels and restaurant sector is 
the private corporate growth in this sector. Among the 
other services sectors, the sale of commercial vehicles, 
cargo handled at major sea ports, cargo handled by 
the civil aviation and passengers handled by the civil 
aviation registered growth rates of 19.9 percent, 4.8 
percent, 15.6 percent and 16.5 percent, respectively, 
during April-March, 2017-18. Indicators of Railways 
sector, namely, Net Tonne Kilometers and Passenger 
Kilometers have shown growth of 6.1 percent and 2.1 
percent, respectively, during 2017-18.

 Financial,  real estate and professional services

 The sector 'financial, real estate and professional 
services' has shown a growth rate of 6.6 percent as 
against previous year’s growth rate of 6.0 percent. 
Major component of this industry is the real estate and 
professional services which has a share of 72.0 percent. 
The key indicators of this sector are the quarterly growth 
of corporate sector for Real estate, business services 
and  computer related activities which is estimated 
from available data from listed companies. The key 
indicators of banking, namely, aggregate bank deposits 
and bank credits have shown growth of 6.7 percent and 
10.3 percent, respectively, as on 31st March, 2018.

 Public administration, defence and other services

 The sector ‘Public administration, defence and other 
services' has shown a growth rate of 10 percent as 
against previous year’s growth rate of 10.7 per cent. The 
key indicator of this sector namely, Union government 
revenue expenditure grew by 14.7 percent during this 
period.

 Gross National Income

 The Gross National Income (GNI) at 2011-12 prices 
is now estimated at `128.64 lakh crore during 2017-
18, as against the previous year’s estimate of `120.52 

lakh crore. In terms of growth rates, the Gross National 
Income is estimated to have risen by 6.7 percent during 
2017-18, in comparison to the growth rate of 7.1 percent 
in 2016-17.

 Per Capita Income

 The per capita income in real terms (at 2011-12 prices) 
during 2017-18 is estimated to have attained a level of 
`86668 as compared to `82229 for the year 2016-17. 
The growth rate in per capita income is estimated at 5.4 
percent during 2017-18, as against 5.7 percent in the 
previous year.

 Price indices used as deflators

 The wholesale price index (WPI), in respect of the 
groups food articles, minerals, manufactured products 
and all commodities, has risen by 2.0 percent, 7.0 
percent, 2.7 percent and 2.9 percent, respectively during 
April-March, 2017-18. The consumer price index has 
shown a rise of 3.6 percent during April- March, 2017-
18.

 I. (b) Estimates at current prices

 Gross Domestic Product

 GDP at current prices for the year 2017-18 is estimated 
at `167.73 lakh crore, showing a growth rate of 10.0 
percent over the First Revised Estimates of GDP for the 
year 2016-17 of `152.54 lakh crore.

 The sectors which registered growth rate of over 9.0 
percent and above at current prices are mining & 
quarrying, ‘trade, hotels, transport, communication and 
services related to broadcasting’,  'financial, real estate 
& professional services', and 'public administration, 
defence and other services’. 

 National Income

 The GNI at current prices is estimated at `165.87 lakh 
crore during 2017-18, as compared to `150.77 lakh 
crore during 2016-17, showing a rise of 10 percent.

 Per Capita Net National Income

 The per capita income at current prices during 2017-
18 is estimated to have attained a level of `112835 
as compared to the estimates for the year 2016-17 of 
`103870 showing a rise of 8.6 percent.

Virat Kohli has been named as the International Cricketer of the Year at the CEAT Cricket 
Rating awards Ceremony.
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Colombia has formally joined North Atlantic Treaty Organization as global partner.

The 18th Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Summit at 
Qingdao brought together the heads of states/governments 
of eight-member states; four observer states and six dialogue 
partners, besides linking up with other multilateral institutions 
like United Nations, ASEAN and others. Of the 17 documents 
issued at Qingdao, the roadmap for good neighborliness (for 
2018-22), anti-drug trafficking measures (for 2018-23) and 
counter-terrorism (for 2019-20) stand out prominently.
The Qingdao summit will go down in history as an important 
event for a number of reasons. The SCO has expanded 
now to formally include in full-membership India and 
Pakistan thus the geographical scope, population profile (42 
percent of global population), economic heft (20 percent 
of global output) and power matrix (4 nuclear states with 
huge conventional forces) of the multilateral institution 
increased substantially. While many such multilateral 
institutions exist, the SCO had styled itself as a relatively 
close-knit organization with specific focus on regional 
security matters. Consensus approach is adopted to arrive 
at decisions on important regional security and other issues.
Although in the global trade, investment and market matrix, a 
majority of SCO states hardly figure out, the Qingdao meeting 
endorsed measures to enhance the economic potential of the 
grouping. Intra-SCO trade and economic activity has been 
marginal compared to other major networks. Not only did 
the Qingdao declaration reiterate uninterrupted globalization 
process, it also suggested to reduction in tariff structures, 
removal of barriers for trade and investment and enhance 
people-to-people contacts. A joint communique issued at 
Qingdao pertains to simplifying trade procedures, enhancing 
transparency. However, despite some measures for 
enhancing institutional tie-ups, no free trade area proposals 
have been discussed between the SCO states. Nevertheless, 
in the backdrop of the dissensions in the just-concluded 
G-7 meeting at Quebec, the SCO meeting provides a sharp 
contrast in consensus building on pressing issues. India 
reiterated its position that connectivity issues should not 
ignore sovereignty aspects of member states – indirectly 
opposing China’s infrastructure projects and deployment of 
security guards in the disputed Kashmir region.
The presence of Iranian President as an observer brought 
back the recent controversy of the Trump Administration 

backing out of the Iran nuclear deal. This move has upset 
the apple cart in the West Asian security situation as well as 
the energy aspect given the heavy dependence of Europe, 
China and India on the Persian oil as well as the investments 
in reconstruction efforts. With China and India as the 2nd 
and 4th largest consumers of energy, both have huge stakes 
in the energy markets but also on the Iranian nuclear issue. 
The Qingdao declaration is expected to build up momentum 
on the Iranian issue in the coming months and years.
Chinese President Xi Jinping announced a slew of measures 
to enhance the SCO cooperation, including setting up a $ 
4.7 billion in lending facility through the SCO’s Inter-Bank 
Consortium, offering 3,000 training facilities in human 
resources management and offering China’s Fengyun 
satellite meteorological services. As a full-fledged member, 
India’s contribution to the SCO summit has been positive, 
forward looking but firm on its national interests. New 
Delhi brings in fresh vitality to the SCO with its high growth 
rates. It had also initiated the Chabahar port construction 
in Iran to link up with the interior of Eurasia and a major 
contributor to the Afghan reconstruction efforts. Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, emphasized on security, 
economic development, connectivity between neighbours, 
respect for sovereignty and environmental protection. In 
addition, he suggested that while the SCO states contribute 
to just about 6 % of total tourist arrivals in India, this figure 
needs to be doubled up.
One of the prominent works of the SCO is in countering 
terrorism. The SCO had begun efforts several years ago and 
established the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) 
at Tashkent, Uzbekistan for coordination among law 
enforcement agencies in intelligence sharing and counter-
measures. At the Astana Summit last year, the SCO Anti-
Extremism Convention was adopted. There are also the 
Peace Mission and ‘Tianshan’ counter-terror exercises of 
the SCO states’ armies which saw participation of thousands 
troops. India and Pakistan had sent army officers but only 
as observers. Since this year, they will participate in full-
fledged manner in these exercises. It needs of course to be 
seen what impact these efforts will have on the Pakistani 
establishment which promotes cross-border incidents into 
Kashmir.

18TH SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANISATION 
SUMMIT
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R. K. Singh has launched PRAAPTI App and Web portal for bringing transparency in 
electricity payments to Generators.

Foreign Ministers of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa (BRICS) met in Pretoria at a time when BRICS is 
entering its second decadal journey. At a time of rising 
protectionism, shrinking multilateralism and talk of de-
globalisation in certain Western quarters, BRICS provides a 
bout of fresh air. Of course, the foreign ministerial meeting 
is preparatory to the BRICS Summit next month. The 
deliberations in Pretoria have set the tone for the Summit. 
The Pretoria meeting happens to be only the second ‘stand-
alone’ meeting of BRICS foreign ministers. External Affairs 
Minister Mrs. Sushma Swaraj welcomed the theme of the 
next month’s BRICS Summit in Johannesburg—“BRICS 
in Africa: Collaboration for Inclusive Growth and Shared 
Prosperity in the 4th Industrial Revolution”.
India has all along championed the cause of inclusive growth 
as it is well-placed to play a pioneering role in the next phase 
of industrial revolution. As a significant player in South-
South cooperation, India has shown its disposition to share 
its technology and expertise with other developing countries.
Representing some 40% of the world’s population and 
almost 30% of global GDP, BRICS has emerged as a 
formidable bloc and a global economic force to reckon 
with. Mrs. Swaraj forcefully and eloquently spelt out India’s 
priorities identifying intra-BRICS cooperation in strategic 
areas of security, counter-terrorism, UN reforms among 
others. Her address also underlined the importance of 
multilateralism, international trade and a rules-based world 
order as also joint action by the BRICS nations against 
money laundering, terrorist-financing and de-radicalisation.
For long it has been Prime Minister Modi’s call for a 
BRICS Counter-Terrorism Strategy as well as joint-action 
to deal effectively with money laundering, terrorist-
financing, cyber-security etc. India has vigorously followed 
this agenda. India has also been calling for making UN 
Counter Terrorism framework efficient and effective. India 
will therefore be very pleased with the outcome of the 
Pretoria Ministerial. The Indian External Affairs Ministry 
also made a strong pitch for further consolidating BRICS 
flagship initiatives like the New Development Bank and the 
Contingent Reserve Arrangements. 

Mrs. Swaraj also chaired a meeting of Foreign Ministers of 
IBSA (India, Brazil, and South Africa). For the past five years 
the ‘IBSA Dialogue Forum’ was at the proverbial crossroads. 
The credit goes to India for reviving the grouping. India will 
be hosting the IBSA Summit later this year. In June 2013, 
it was India’s turn to host the 10th anniversary summit but 
due to scheduling issues, the summit could not materialize 
all these years. Many saw China’s hand in undermining 
IBSA as Beijing had been making a case for disbanding 
this grouping since all the three IBSA members are part of 
BRICS. An informal meeting of foreign ministers of India, 
Brazil and South Africa was held in Pretoria in which 
development cooperation and South-South cooperation 
figured prominently. The three foreign ministers adopted the 
“IBSA Declaration on South-South Cooperation” underlying 
the importance of deepening coordination among the member 
states on major global issues.
IBSA has called upon the global North to honour its 
Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) commitments 
fully, scale up existing resources and commit additional 
resources to provide the necessary means to implement 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Given the fluidity 
in the international system, IBSA essentially is a vehicle for 
South-South cooperation; it is even more relevant today. It is 
in the area of development cooperation that IBSA has found 
its relevance and appeal. Capacity building and technology 
transfer are the key drivers of development cooperation.
As the IBSA Declaration says, South-South Cooperation 
serves as a complement to and not as a substitute for North-
South cooperation, in supporting the acceleration of the 
development agenda. IBSA and BRICS are not just forums 
for negotiations, but forums for convergence. However, IBSA 
and BRICS have been conceptualized differently. IBSA is 
essentially a key organisation of the Global South which 
BRICS is not. IBSA continues to be a strategic partnership 
which BRICS is not. IBSA members are not only rising 
democracies but also global ‘swing’ states. IBSA is part of 
an attempt by the Global South to create a “parallel universe” 
and alternative global narratives. It is an attempt to create a 
new world where many worlds can co-exist.

BRICS and IBSA Ministerial 
Meetings In South Africa
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Pankaj Saran has been appointed as deputy National Security Advisor.

Nipah virus named after Kampung Sungai Nipah, a village 
in Malaysia, where it was first discovered in 1998-99. The 
virus, that eventually killed 105 people in Malaysia, was 
first suspected to be Japanese encephalitis (JE) which, like 
the Nipah virus, induces brain inflammation. 
The virus, which was traced back to the pigs, led to a large-
scale culling of the animals in this region. Further studies 
indicated that the initial transmission from bats to pigs probably 
occurred, when pig feed was contaminated with bat excretions.
Zoonosis
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), “A 
zoonosis is any disease transmitted from vertebrate animals 
to humans.” It could be caused by a virus, bacteria, fungi 
or parasite; some examples include anthrax, bird flu, ebola, 
dengue, rabies, malaria, swine flu and leptospirosis.
Nipah is believed to be transmitted from what are called 
flying foxes, or mega bats, so called because they are the 
largest bat species. They eat fruits and live in trees. These are 
a part of the old-world fruit bat family, called pteropid bats. 

Bats often end up being reservoirs for a number of severe 
infectious diseases, including Ebola, SARS coronavirus, 
Nipah and Hendra.
Transmission
In the case of Nipah, disease transmission or the means 
by which a pathogen can be passed from one organism to 
another, is believed to take place, “when one consumes 
infected fruits and fresh date palm sap contaminated by 
bats,” points out Dr Mahesh Kumar, Consultant – Internal 
Medicine, Narayana Health City. Which means, one should 
be careful while choosing their fruits. “Don’t eat those on 
the ground, especially if they have broken skin,” says Dr 
K Kolandaswamy, Director of Public Health, Tamil Nadu.
Loss of the natural habitat of the bat, appears to play some part 
in exacerbating the rate of bat-to-man transmission. The WHO 
says as much, says Dr Kumar. “As the flying fox habitat is 
destroyed by human activity, the bats get stressed and hungry, 
their immune system gets weaker, their virus load goes up and 
a lot of virus spills out in their urine and saliva,” he says.

NIPAH vIRUS

RNA virus
Nipah is an RNA or Ribonucleic Acid virus. “RNA viruses are the most common cause 
of emerging diseases in humans, attributable to the high mutation rate in RNA viruses 
compared to DNA viruses”. Nipah belongs to a genus called the Henipavirus; the Hendra 
virus, also found on pteropid bats, belongs to this category too. 

What is the connection between fruit bats and Nipah virus?

As the name suggests, fruit bats, or Pteropodidae, are a bat family that eats fruit. Since the Nipah virus broke out in 
Kozhikode, Kerala, fruit bats have attracted attention as the wildlife reservoir for the virus. This means the virus survives 
in the bat’s body without causing disease, allowing it to jump to susceptible mammals like humans or pigs, when bats come 
in contact with them. Such contact is becoming increasingly frequent as agriculture and urbanisation destroy bat habitats, 
forcing them into human dwellings. In the world’s first Nipah outbreak, which occurred in 1998 in Malaysia, virologists 
isolated the virus from the urine of the Island Flying Fox, a fruit bat species. In Bangladeshi outbreaks, researchers found 
antibodies to Nipah in the Indian flying fox.
This is why, when a bat colony was spotted in a well at the home of Kozhikode’s first Nipah victim, virologists zeroed in 
on these mammals as a possible source of infection. However, things have not been as straightforward as expected. When 
animal husbandry officials collected bats from the well, they only found the insect-eating kind, which belong to a different 
family. There is some evidence that insectivorous bats can host Nipah, but they have not been connected with human 
infections so far, says Jonathan Epstein, an epidemiologist studying the virus at the U.S.-based EcoHealth Alliance. So, 
Kerala’s animal husbandry officials are scanning the region for other fruit bats in the hope of finding the wildlife reservoir.
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Senior sports journalist Sathish Paul has passed away recently. He was 52.
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Q.1. Consider the following statement:

 (A) Indian boxers bagged one Gold and two 
Silver medals at the Umakhanov Memorial 
Tournament in the Russian city of Kaspiysk.

 (B) Saweety Boora won the coveted yellow metal 
in the Women’s 75 kg category after beating 
Anna Anfinogenova (Russia) in the Final.

 (C) In the Men’s section, Brijesh Yadav in the 81 
kg division and Virender Kumar in 91 kgs lost 
their Final bouts to settle for Silver medals.

 Which among the following statement/statements 
is/are true?

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B  (3) Only C 
 (4) All of these (5) None of these
Q.2. Consider the following statement:

 (A) Gavit Murali Kumar bagged a gold in men’s 
10,000 m race at the Gouden Spike meeting in 
Leiden, France.

 (B) He became the second fastest Indian in this 
event.

 (C) He clocked a personal best of 38 minutes 43.34 
seconds, the best by an Indian in the ongoing 
season.

 Which of the following is true about Gavit Murali 
Kumar?

 (1) Option (A) is true (2) Option (B) is true
 (3) Option (C) is true (4) Option (A) & (B) is true
 (5) Option (B) & (C) is true
Q.3. Consider the following statement:

 (A) Government has approved a 66% increase 
in carpet area of houses eligible for interest 
subsidy under its affordable housing scheme 
PMAY-U.

 (B) The carpet area of a house has been enhanced 
to 200 sq m from 160 sq m for Middle Income 
Group-I, while it has been increased to 250 sq 
m from 200 sq m in case of MIG II.

 (C) Under MIG-I, 4% interest subsidy is available 
on loan up to Rs 9 lakh for people.

 Which of the following is true about PMAY-U?
 (1) Option (A) is true (2) Option (B) is true
 (3) Option (C) is true (4) Option (A) & (B) is true
 (5) Option (B) & (C) is true
Q.4. Which of the following is not one of the RBI 

directives on Clean Note policy?

 (1) Currency note packets are not to be stapled and 
secured with paper bands 

 (2) Water mark window of bank notes shall not 
contain any writing 

 (3) Soiled notes are to be stapled before they are 
remitted to currency chest 

 (4) Currency notes are to be sorted in to issuable 
and non-issuable notes 

 (5) None of the above 

Q.5. Which committee was set up by the Central 
Government to monitor the regional air connectivity 
scheme "UDAN"? 

 (1) VL Mathew Committee 

 (2) Committee of Deepak Army

 (3) RN Chaube Committee 

 (4) Resident Statue Committee 

 (5) Subramaniyam Swami Committee

Q.6. Which of the following is correct about the retail 
inflation data (May) released recently?

 (1) Retail inflation accelerated to a four-month 
high in May as quickening food and fuel costs 
lifted the Consumer Price Index (CPI) based 
reading to 5.87%.

 (2) The acceleration in price gains in May, a second 
straight month when the headline reading has 
risen, followed April’s 5.58% pace.

 (3) The food and beverages segment saw inflation 
accelerating to 3.37% in May, from 3% in 
April.

 (4) All of these

 (5) None of these

Q.7. Which of the following is correct about the 
significant discovery of two species of frogs?

 (1) In a significant discovery, two species of frogs 
have been recorded in the Indian peninsular — 
Fejervarya krishnan from the Eastern Ghats 
and Fejervarya kalinaga from the Western 
Ghats.

 (2) The Eastern Ghats species of Fejervarya 
krishnan attains significance since it is endemic 
to moist high altitude forest of the region.

 (3) These new species are not habitat specialists.

 (4) All of these

 (5) None of these

Bengal’s Chau mask has acquired GI tag.
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Q.8. Which Bank has won the Best Performing Public 
Sector Bank award for the financial year 2017-
2018 from the Pension Fund Regulatory and 
Development Authority (PFRDA)?

 (1) Dena Bank  (2) Vijaya Bank
 (3) Axis Bank  (4) Bank of Maharashtra
 (5) ICICI Bank
Q.9. __________has partnered with Ola that will allow 

Person to book a cab using payment platform.
 (1) Tez (2) MoneyClick  (3) Paytm
 (4) RuPay (5) PhonePe
Q.10. Who has was inaugurated Integrated Command 

and Control Centre of the Naya Raipur Smart City?
 (1) Sushma Swaraj (2) Amit Shah
 (3) Narendra Modi (4) Venkaiah Naidu
 (5) Ram Nath Kovind
Q.11. Which of the following is correct?
 (1) North Korea has shown commitment to 

complete denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula.

 (2) US President Donald Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un has signed a joint 
statement recently.

 (3) Both nations commit to establishing new 
relations in accordance with the desire of their 
people.

 (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.12. Which of the following is correct?
 (1) Researchers in Germany with Karlsruhe 

Tritium Neutrino experiment have started 
collecting data.

 (2) These experiment shall help to determine the 
mass of the universe’s lightest particle- neutrino.

 (3) Neutrino are sometimes called “ghost 
particles” because they’re so difficult to detect.

 (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.13. Linnean Medal in Botany provided by the Linnean 

Society of London was started in which year?
 (1) 1878 (2) 1869 (3) 1911
 (4) 1888 (5) 1900
Q.14. Consider the following statement:

 (A) The government has announced that all 
common service centres (CSCs) in the country 
will act as bank. 

 (B) CSCs are one of the mission mode projects 
under the Digital India programme. 

 (C) The government, had earlier asked the Ministry 
of Electronics and IT to set up a CSC in every 
district. 

 Which of the following statements  is/are true about 
common service centres (CSCs)?

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) None of these
Q.15. Consider the following statement:

 (A) The government is set launch a Rs 5-billion 
credit enhancement fund.

 (B) The fund will facilitate infrastructure 
investments by Individuals.

 (C) The fund was first announced in the financial 
budget for fiscal year 2017-18.

 Which of the following statements  is/are true about 
common service centres (CSCs)?

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) None of these
Q.16. Consider the following statement:

 (A) The Independent Power Producers Association 
of India (IPPAI) had moved a petition in the 
Allahabad High Court presenting their views 
on the RBI’s new norms. 

 (B) In February, the central bank mandated lenders 
to classify even a day’s delay in debt servicing 
as default. 

 (C) The notification mandates resolution 
proceedings for stressed loan accounts to be 
completed within 100 days. 

 Which of the following statements  is/are true about 
common service centres (CSCs)?

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) None of these
Q.17. Consider the following statement:

 (A) Japan launched a surveillance satellite to 
monitor North Korea's military installations 
and take pictures of areas affected by natural 
disasters. 

 (B) According to the Japan Aerospace Exploration 
Agency, the Sonar satellite was launched 
using an H-2A rocket from the space centre in 
Tanegashima, Kagoshima prefecture.

 (C) The Japanese government now has four 
of this kind in orbit as well as two optical 
reconnaissance satellites.

HDFC Bank's managing director Aditya Puri has been figured in the top 30 global CEOs list 
published by Barron's.
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 Which of the following statements is/are true?
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B 
 (3) Both A and B  (4) Both A and C
 (5) Both B and C
Q.18. Consider the following statement:

 (A) Videocon blames PM Modi, Supreme Court 
and Brazil for Rs 39,000 crore debt.

 (B) Videocon Industries is facing bankruptcy 
proceedings in the National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT).

 (C) The company’s shares have plunged a 
whopping 96 per cent over the past five years.

 Which of the following statements is/are true about 
Videocon?

 (1) Option (A)  (2) Option (B)  (3) Option (C) 
 (4) All of these (5) None of these
Q.19. Consider the following statement:

 (A) The High Powered Committee on Urban 
Cooperative Banks (UCB) was chaired by R. 
Gandhi.

 (B) It had recommended the voluntary conversion 
of large Multi-State UCBs into Joint Stock 
Companies.

 (C) It had also recommended the conversion of 
other UCBs into Payment Banks which meet 
certain criteria.

 Which of the following is true?

 (1) Option (A) is true (2) Option (B) is true
 (3) Option (C) is true (4) Option (A) & (B) is true
 (5) Option (B) & (C) is true
Q.20. Consider the following statement:

 (A) Mansukh L. Mandaviya, has launched the 
‘JANAUSHADHI SUVIDHA’.

 (B) ‘JANAUSHADHI SUVIDHA’ is Oxo-
biodegradable Sanitary Napkin

 (C) It was launch under the Pradhan Mantri 
Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP).

 Which of the following is true about 
‘JANAUSHADHI SUVIDHA’?

 (1) Option (A) is true (2) Option (B) is true
 (3) Option (C) is true (4) All of the above
 (5) None of the above
Q.21. Recently, Commerce and Industry Minister, 

Suresh Prabhu, attended an Informal Gathering of 
Ministers related to which Organisation in Paris on 
31 May 2018?

 (1) World Trade Organisation (WTO)
 (2) Bank for International Settlements (BIS)
 (3) European Central Bank (ECB)
 (4) International Labour Organization (ILO)
 (5) International Monetary Fund (IMF)
Q.22. On which Bank, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 

imposed a penalty of Rs. 5 crore for non-compliance 
with its directions on Income Recognition and 
Asset Classification (IRAC) norms, Know Your 
Customer (KYC) norms?

 (1) Yes Bank  (2) South Indian Bank
 (3) ICICI  (4) HDFC
 (5) UCO Bank
Q.23. Who has been honoured by European Union for 

strengthening Europe-India cultural ties?
 (1) Sunny Deol  (2) Amitabh Bachchan
 (3) Shahrukh Khan (4) Katrina Kaif
 (5) Shabana Azmi
Q.24. Who has received a lifetime achievement award for 

his contributions towards promoting brand India in 
the UK?

 (1) Ratan Tata  (2) Sachin Tendulkar
 (3) Swraj Paul  (4) Manmohan Singh
 (5) Rahul Gandhi
Q.25. Who has been appointed as the new chairman 

of British Academy of Film and Television Arts 
(BAFTA)?

 (1) Jane Lush  (2) Anne Morrison 
 (3) John Willis  (4) Pippa Harris
 (5) Tim Corrie
Q.26. Who has been elected as the president of the 73rd 

United Nations General Assembly?
 (1) Mary Elizabeth Flores Flake
 (2) María Fernanda Espinosa
 (3) Sofia Borges
 (4) Lenka Miháliková
 (5) Elina Lemmetty Hartoneva
Q.27. In the latest list of Forbes' world's highest-paid 

athletes what is the rank of Virat Kohli?
 (1) 3 (2) 10 (3) 50
 (4) 80 (5) 83
Q.28. According to World Bank, what is the expected 

Gross Domestic Product Growth Rate of India in 
the Financial Year 2018-19?

 (1) 8% (2) 7.30% (3) 6.00%
 (4) 6.30% (5) 9%

Tata Motors signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Maharashtra Government 
to promote e-mobility in the State.
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Q.29. Recently, M.K Jain is appointed a new Deputy 
Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for 
a period of three years. What is the maximum 
number of Deputy Governor that can be appointed 
in the Reserve Bank of India as per the RBI Act 
1934?

 (1) 3 (2) 4  (3) 5
 (4) 6 (5) No such limit
Q.30. Which of the following is true about Atal Bhujal 

Yojana (ABHY)?
 (1) World Bank has approved Atal Bhujal Yojana 

(ABHY), a Rs.6000 Crore Central Sector 
Scheme of the Ministry of Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation.

 (2) The scheme is to be implemented over a period 
of five years from 2018-19 to 2022-23.

 (3) The scheme aims to improve ground water 
management in priority areas.

 (4) The priority areas identified under the 
scheme fall in the states of Gujarat, Haryana, 
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

 (5) All of these
Q.31. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has increased the 

eligibility limit for a loan under priority sector 
lending in a bid to boost affordable housing. What 
is the loan limit in Metropolitan Centres?

 (1) 25 lakh (2) 45 lakh (3) 35 lakh
 (4) 30 lakh (5) 28 lakh
Q.32. Who has won the international Women’s Prize for 

his/her Novel “Home Fire”?
 (1) Jesmyn Ward  (2) Sarah Sands
 (3) Kamila Shamsie (4) Katy Brand
 (5) Anita Anand
Q.33. Government of India has constituted a group of 

eminent persons to study the Special Economic 
Zones (SEZ) Policy of India. Who is the chairman 
of this group?

 (1) Baba Kalyani  (2) Ravindra Sannareddy
 (3) Neel Raheja  (4) Arun Misra
 (5) Anita Arjundas
Q.34. According to Sample Registration System (SRS) 

data, Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) has dropped 
from 167 to __________for the country.

 (1) 140 (2) 130 (3) 150
 (4) 160 (5) 135

Q.35. What is Current Repo Rate?
 (1) 6.00% (2) 6.25% (3) 6.50%
 (4) 6.75% (5) 5.75%
Q.36. Who has been appointed as non-executive chairman 

of Bandhan Bank?
 (1) Usha Thorat  (2) Manmohan Singh
 (3) H R Khan  (4) R. Gandhi
 (5) S. S. Mundra
Q.37. Who has received the prestigious Linnean Medal in 

Botany from the Linnean Society of London?
 (1) Prashant Sharma (2) Vivek Singh
 (3) Kamaljit S. Bawa (4) Vishal Kumar
 (5) Vinay Sharma
Q.38. Who has been appointed as the president of 

the National Consumer Disputes Redressal 
Commission (NCDRC)?

 (1) R K Agrawal  (2) Ajay Tyagi
 (3) Rajnish Kumar (4) Rishad Premji
 (5) Rakesh Bharati Mital
Q.39. Who has launched PRAAPTI App and Web portal 

for bringing transparency in electricity payments to 
Generators?

 (1) Anant Geete  (2) Radha Mohan Singh
 (3) R.K. Singh  (4) Smriti Irani
 (5) Dharmendra Pradhan
Q.40. With Which Bank India has signed Loan Agreement 

for USD 21.7 Million for Strengthening the Public 
Financial Management in Rajasthan Project?

 (1) ADB (2) IMF (3) World Bank
 (4) AIIB (5) NDB
Q.41. Who has been figured in the top 30 global CEOs 

list published by Barron's?
 (1) Shikha Sharma (2) Aditya Puri
 (3) Chanda Kochhar (4) Indra Nooyi
 (5) Arundhati Bhattacharya
Q.42. According to Moody's, India's Gross Domestic 

Product Growth Rate is expected to _________in 
the Financial Year 2018-19.

 (1) 7.40% (2) 7.30% (3) 7.00%
 (4) 7.10% (5) 7.80%
Q.43. Which Company has become the third most 

valuable company in the world after surpassing 
Google's parent company Alphabet?

 (1) Tencent  (2) Microsoft
 (3) Johnson & Johnson (4) Facebook
 (5) Alibaba Group

According to Moody's, India's Gross Domestic Product Growth Rate is expected to 7.3 % in the 
Financial Year 2018-19.
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Q.44. Who has become the first woman president in the 
history of Paraguay?

 (1) Blanca Ovelar (2) Aida Robles
 (3) Sheila Abed  (4) Alicia Pucheta
 (5) Leila Rachid de Cowles
Q.45. According to CSO, India's Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) growth rate in the fourth quarter (January- 
March) of Financial Year 2017-2018 is at ______
per cent.

 (1) 7.80% (2) 7.70% (3) 7.90%
 (4) 8.00% (5) 8.10%
Q.46. How much % of advances to weaker section under 

Priority Sector Lending?
 (1) 10% of ANBC (2) 20% of ANBC
 (3) 30% of ANBC (4) 15% of ANBC
 (5) 40% of ANBC
Q.47. In May 2016, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 

1934 was amended to provide a statutory basis for 
the implementation of which of the following?

 (1) The flexible inflation targeting framework. 
 (2) The flexible deflation targeting framework. 
 (3) The flexible Banking Ombudsman framework. 
 (4) The flexible KYC framework. 
 (5) None of these
Q.48.   Which Country has successfully launched a 

Glonass- M   positioning satellite using a Soyuz-
2.1b carrier rocket?

 (1)  China  (2) Japan  (3) Russia
  (4) USA  (5) Israel
Q.49. NABARD came into existence on 12 July 1982 by 

transferring the ___ of RBI and __ of the Agricultural 
Refinance and Development Corporation (ARDC).

 (1) Refinance Functions & Regulatory Functions
 (2) Regulatory Functions & Monetary Functions
 (3) Monetary Functions & Supervisory Functions
 (4) Agricultural Credit functions & Refinance 

Functions
 (5) Supervisory Functions & Agricultural Credit 

functions
Q.50. Who has assumed charge as Secretary in the 

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting?
 (1) C K Mishra  (2) Amit Khare
 (3) Hasmukh Adhia (4) Vijay Keshav Gokhale
 (5) Rajiv Gauba

Q.51. According to OECD, India's Gross Domestic 
Product Growth Rate is expected to _________in 
the Financial Year 2018-19.

 (1) 7.30% (2) 7.50% (3) 7.40%
 (4) 7.20% (5) 7.10%
Q.52. Which Indian American Boy has won Scripps 

National Spelling Bee Competition?
 (1) Rahul Pichai  (2) Piyush Sharma
 (3) Karthik Nemmani (4) Vivek Kumar
 (5) Rakesh Singh
Q.53. With which Bank, Government of India has 

signed a $500 million loan agreement to provide 
additional financing for the Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) Rural Roads Project?

 (1) IMF (2) World Bank (3) ADB
 (4) AIIB (5) NDB
Q.54. Who has been honored with the 'Santokba 

Humanitarian Award'?
 (1) Kailash Satyarthi (2) A S Kiran Kumar
 (3) Rajnish Kumar (4) Both 1 and 2
 (5) None of these
Q.55. Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 

launched BHIM, RuPay Card and SBI apps in 
which country?

 (1) Indonesia (2) Malaysia (3) Singapore
 (4) Switzerland (5) Brazil
Q.56. Consider the following statement/s:

 (A) Jio Payments Bank Ltd has started its 
operations recently.

 (B) Jio Payments Bank Ltd is a 50-50 Joint Venture 
between two organisations.

 (C) Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) and State Bank 
of India (SBI) are its stake holders.

 Which of the following statement/s is/are true?

 (1) (A) & (C) is true (2) (B) & (C) is true
 (3) (A) & (B) is true (4) All are true
 (5) None of these
Q.57. Consider the following statement/s:

 (A) World Bank has released the global air 
pollution database.

 (B) India has 14 out of the 15 most polluted cities 
in the world.

 (C) New Delhi has topped the list of 20 most 
polluted cities in the World.

World No Tobacco Day was celebrated on 31 May. This year's focus was 'Tobacco and Heart 
Disease'.
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 Which of the following statement/s is/are false?

 (1) (A) & (B)   (2) (B) & (C) 
 (3) (A) & (C)   (4) All
 (5) None of these
Q.58. Which among the following statement is not true 

about Abel Prize?
 (1) The Norwegian Academy of Science and 

letters, Oslo instituted the Abel Prize in 2002. 
 (2) The award was given for the first time in 2002. 
 (3) The award carries a cash prize of 6 million 

Norwegian Krone. 
 (4) The Abel Prize is given annually to a great 

mathematician to honour his/her great and 
outstanding contribution to mathematics. 

 (5) None of these
Q.59. Which of the following statement is correct?
 (1) According to AfrAsia Bank Global Wealth 

Migration Review, India is the fifth wealthiest 
country in the world.

 (2) California is richest nation globally with total 
wealth of $62,584 billion. 

 (3) The report included both private and 
government funds.

 (4) (1) & (3) is true
 (5) All are false
Q.60. According to which UN report, India’s economy is 

projected to grow 7.6% in fiscal year 2018-19?
 (1) Global Future Competitiveness Report
 (2) World Economic Situation and Prospects 

Report
 (3) World Investment and Prospects Report
 (4) Global Investment Report
 (5) Global Assessment Report
Q.61. Who is honoured with the TITAN Reginald F Lewis 

Film Icon Award at the Cannes Film Festival? 
 (1) Amitabh Bachan (2) Akshay Kumar
 (3) Sridevi  (4) Rekha
 (5) Alia Bhatt
Q.62. Navika Sagar Parikrama expedition was a 

circumnavigation expedition of the globe. Which 
vessel of the Indian Navy completed the Navika 
Sagar Parikrama expedition?

 (1) INS Tarangini  (2) INS Sudarshini 
 (3) INSV Mhadei  (4) INSV Tarini
 (5) INS Varuna

Q.63. Which of the following country is an observer in 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation at present?

 (1) Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia
 (2) China, Russia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
 (3) Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, India and Pakistan
 (4) All of these 
 (5) None of these
Q.64. Recently Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas has 

successfully test fired an air-to-air beyond visual 
range missile (BVRM). What is the name of the 
missile?

 (1) Astra  (2) Derby  (3) Prithvi
 (4) Agni (5) Bramhos
Q.65. RBI has recently decided to increase ECB Liability 

to Equity Ratio for ECB raised directly from 
foreign equity holder under automatic route to 
7:1. What was the ECB Liability to Equity Ratio 
earlier?

 (1) 4:01 (2) 5:03 (3) 6:05
 (4) 9:01 (5) 5:01
Q.66. Government is trying to promote Krishna circuit 

as major tourist attraction under Swadesh Darshan 
Scheme. How many circuits are there in the 
scheme?

 (1) 10 (2) 11  (3) 12
 (4) 13 (5) 14
Q.67. In which year was Pravasi Bharatiya Divas formally 

established?
 (1) 2001 (2) 2002 (3) 2003
 (4) 2004 (5) 2005
Q.68. Who has created a new world record of distributing 

maximum number of bee-boxes in a single day?
 (1) National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development
 (2) Institute of Rural Management and 

Development
 (3) Khadi and Village Industries Commission
 (4) Rural Development Foundation
 (5) None of these
Q.69. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Nepali PM K. 

P. Sharma Oli on jointly inaugurated a direct bus 
service between which two sacred cities?

 (1) Gorakhpur and Ayodhya
 (2) Janakpur and Ayodhya
 (3) Janakpur and Gorakhpur
 (4) Janakpur and Gaya
 (5) None of these

Maharashtra Agriculture Minister Pandurang Fundkar has passed away. He was 67.
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Q.70. Noted Indian physicist E.C.G. Sudarshan, who 
passed away in the US recently, was known for 
making path-breaking discoveries which field of 
physics?

 (1) Relativity  (2) Quantum mechanics
 (3) Quantum Optics (4) Classical mechanics.
 (5) Optical physics
Q.71. The world’s second oldest rock dating back to 4.2 

billion years has been discovered in which Indian 
state?

 (1) Odisha (2) Maharashtra (3) Kerala
 (4) Bihar (5) None of these
Q.72. Recently which public sector bank was kept under 

the Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) mechanism 
by the RBI due to worsening asset quality?

 (1) Dena Bank  (2) State Bank of India
 (3) Federal Bank  (4) Axis Bank
 (5) ICICI Bank
Q.73. Electric vehicles (EVs) in India will get number 

plate of which colour as approved by the Union 
Government?

 (1) Yellow (2) White (3) Red
 (4) Green (5) Blue
Q.74. Telangana state government has launched “Rythu 

Bandhu Scheme”, an ambitious scheme under 
which farmers will get __ per year for two crops?

 (1) Rs. 2,000 per acre (2) Rs. 4,000 per acre
 (3) Rs. 6,000 per acre (4) Rs. 8,000 per acre
 (5) None of these
Q.75. The Human Resource Development Ministry 

has launched an initiative of online professional 
development of __ higher education faculty using 
the MOOCs platform SWAYAM. 

 (1) 1 million  (2) 10 million  (3) 5 million 
 (4) 1.5 million  (5) 15 million
Q.76. Shantaram Naik has passed away recently. He 

was_______.
 (1) Producer (2) Poet (3) Scientist
 (4) Politician (5) Economist
Q.77. Maria Bueno has passed away recently. She was 

related to which sports?
 (1) Badminton (2) Hockey (3) Cricket
 (4) Tennis (5) Table Tennis
Q.78. Which Country will host European Union Film 

Festival (EUFF)?

 (1) France (2) Germany (3) India
 (4) Italy (5) Austria
Q.79. What is the Name of Freedom fighter and member 

of the first Lok Sabha who has passed away 
recently?

 (1) Kandala Subrahmanyam Tilak
 (2) Vijay Gangaram
 (3) Rohit Singh
 (4) Ashish Pal
 (5) Rajeev Nigam
Q.80. Which Fruit has been declared by President Ram 

Nath Kovind as Tripura’s state fruit?
 (1) Banana  (2) Mango 
 (3) Queen Pineapple (4) Watermelon
 (5) Muskmelon
Q.81. Finance Minister Piyush Goyal announced 

committee for recommendations on setting up an 
Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC) or an Asset 
Management Company (AMC) for faster resolution 
of Bad Loans. Who will be head this committee?

 (1) Rajkiran Rai  (2) Mahesh Kumar Jain
 (3) Rajnish Kumar (4) Sunil Mehta
 (5) Jai Kumar Garg
Q.81. ___________women's cricket team posted the 

highest ever total in One-day cricket by scoring 
490 against Ireland.

 (1) England  (2) New Zealand 
 (3) South Africa  (4) Australia
 (5) India
Q.82.   Which band has been honoured with the prestigious 

Polar Music Prize?
 (1) Linkin Park (2) Iron Maiden (3) Slayer
 (4) Metallica (5) Nirvana
Q.83. Who has won the women’ singles title of 2018 

French Open?
 (1) Maria Sharapova (2) Garbine Muguruza
 (3) Sloane Stephens (4) Simona Halep
 (5) Jelena Ostapenko
Q.84. What is the Name of first Tulu novel, written by S. 

U. Paniyady, has now been translated into English?
 (1) Dati Kamale  (2) Rati Kamale 
 (3) Sati Kamale  (4) Vati Kamale
 (5) Nati Kamale

India will participate in the biennial Rim of the Pacific, RIMPAC military exercise from June 
27 to August 2.



Que TM general aWareneSS

76 MICA  AUGUST 2018

Q.85. Who has become the first woman Black Mayor of 
San Francisco?

 (1) Lily Mei  (2) Lovely A. Warren
 (3) Debra March  (4) Ginger Nelson
 (5) London Breed
Q.86. Which Country has won the Intercontinental Cup 

by defeating Kenya?
 (1) Pakistan (2) India (3) Sri Lanka
 (4) Maldives (5) Nepal
Q.87. Which Country has won the Women’s Asia Cup 

title by defeating India?
 (1) Sri Lanka (2) Bangladesh (3) Pakistan
 (4) Nepal (5) Bhutan
Q.88. Who has been appointed as the vigilance 

commissioner in the Central Vigilance 
Commission?

 (1) Anil Dhasmana (2) Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar
 (3) Sharad Kumar (4) Rajesh Ranjan
 (5) Y. C. Modi
Q.89. Who has been appointed as Acting Chairman of 

Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)?
 (1) Smita Nagraj  (2) Manoj Soni
 (3) A. S. Bhonsle (4) M. Sathiyavathy
 (5) Arvind Saxena
Q.90. Who has been awarded Krutadnyata Puraskar 

(lifetime achievement award) at 11th Goa Marathi 
Film Festival?

 (1) Lorna Cordeiro (2) Dilip Chitre
 (3) Guru Thakur  (4) Hemant Divate
 (5) Vilas Sarang
Q.91. Who has won the Men’ singles title of 2018 French 

Open?
 (1) Dominic Thiem (2) Maximilian Marterer
 (3) Rafael Nadal  (4) Guido Pella
 (5) Juan Martin Del Potro
Q.92. Who has been given additional charge of Chairman 

of Cochin Port Trust?
 (1) AV Ramana (2) Rakesh Pal (3) Jyoti Singh
 (4) Rajesh Singh (5) Rahul Kumar
Q.93. According to a latest report by AT Kearney, Which 

city is the ‘world’s most influential city?
 (1) New Delhi  (2) Kuala Lumpur 
 (3) New York City (4) Bangalore
 (5) Rio De Janeiro

Q.94. Which country will host 11th World Hindi 
Conference?

 (1) Germany (2) Italy (3) Canada
 (4) Mauritius (5) Japan
Q.95. In which city 44th G7 summit was held?
 (1) Tokyo, Japan  (2) Quebec, Canada
 (3) Rome, Italy  (4) Berlin, Germany
 (5) Paris, France
Q.96. In which state is Kamakhya Temple located?
 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Karnataka 
 (3) Kerala  (4) Tripura
 (5) Assam
Q.97. Which of the following Wildlife sanctuary is 

located Assam?
 (1) Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary
 (2) Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary
 (3) Gulmarg Wildlife Sanctuary
 (4) Bassi Wildlife Sanctuary
 (5) Kibber Wildlife Sanctuary
Q.98. Who has been awarded with the China’s first 

friendship medal by President Xi Jinping?
 (1) Narendra Modi  
 (2) Vladimir Putin
 (3) Nursultan Nazarbayev 
 (4) Shavkat Mirziyoyev
 (5) Sooronbay Jeenbekov
Q.99. Which of the following country is not a member of 

G7?
 (1) Canada (2) USA (3) Japan
 (4) Italy (5) Indonesia
Q.100. Who has been appointed as next Ambassador of 

India to ASEAN?
 (1) Rudrendra Tandon (2) Navdeep Suri
 (3) Satbir Singh  (4) Vinay Kumar
 (5) Sanjay Rana
Q.101. Gaurav Bidhuri is related to which sports?
 (1) Tennis (2) Boxing (3) Hockey
 (4) Table Tennis (5) Weightlifting
Q.102. Who has won the 2018 Canadian Grand Prix title?
 (1) Lewis Hamilton (2) Daniel Ricciardo
 (3) Valtteri Bottas (4) Sebastian Vettel
 (5) Max Verstappen

The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bengaluru has made it to the list of top 100 in the Times 
Higher Education (THE) World Reputation Rankings 2018.
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Q.103. Which App has been launched by Piyush Goyal 
to expedite & streamline passenger Grievance 
Redressal?

 (1) “Rail Samadhan” (2) “Rail Madad”
 (3) “Rail Samasya” (4) “Rail Help”
 (5) “Rail Jarurat”
Q.104. Piyush Goyal is Minister of Railways. He is Rajya 

Sabha MP from which state?
 (1) Tamilnadu  (2) Madhya Pradesh
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Maharashtra
 (5) Andhra Pradesh
Q.105. Which Country will host the first military exercise 

of the BIMSTEC group?
 (1) Nepal (2) Myanmar (3) India
 (4) Thailand (5) Sri Lanka
Q.106. Which of the following country is not the member 

of BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation)?

 (1) India (2) Bangladesh (3) Myanmar
 (4) Pakistan (5) Sri Lanka
Q.107. Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 

India to the Republic of Cuba?
 (1) Navdeep Suri  (2) Satbir Singh
 (3) Madhu Sethi  (4) Vinay Kumar
 (5) Sanjay Rana
Q.108. What is the Capital of Cuba?
 (1) Buenos Aires (2) Havana (3) Santiago
 (4) Bogota (5) Manila
Q.109. Gomateshwara Temple is located in which state?
 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Tamilnadu 
 (3) Kerala  (4) Karnataka
 (5) Mizoram
Q.110. On which River is Almatti Dam built?
 (1) Krishna (2) Tunga Bhadra (3) Sharavathi
 (4) Yamuna (5) Gomti
Q.111. In which city, Central government has decided to 

establish the first national police museum?
 (1) Hyderabad (2) Mumbai (3) New Delhi
 (4) Dehradun (5) Jaipur
Q.112. Union government has formed a committee to 

bring more transparency in employment-related 
data releases. Who is chairman of this committee?

 (1) T.C.A. Anant (2) Raj Kumar (3) Vipin Singh
 (4) Sunil Pal (5) Ravindra Jain

Q.113. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has 
approved $______Billion in loans to India for 
infrastructure related projects in 2018.

 (1) 4.9 Billion (2) 3.9 Billion (3) 2.9 Billion

 (4) 1.9 Billion (5) 5.9 Billion

Q.114. Which Country has approved a deal to sell six AH-
64E Apache attack helicopters to India for USD 
930 million?

 (1) Israel (2) Russia (3) USA

 (4) France (5) Japan

Q.115. Which State Government has announced the "Biju 
Swasthya Kalyan Yojana"?

 (1) Tamilnadu (2) Maharashtra (3) Odisha

 (4) Kerala (5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.116. Ramchandra Bainda has passed away recently. He 
was_________.

 (1) Director (2) Poet  (3) Producer

 (4) Politician (5) Athlete

Q.117. Who has been honoured with Japan's prestigious 
Nikkei Asia Prize?

 (1) Suman Kumari (2) Rajeev Singh

 (3) Bindeshwar Pathak (4) Sunena Nagpal

 (5) Kavita Singh

Q.118. Saweety Boora is related to which sports?

 (1) Badminton (2) Boxing (3) Hockey

 (4) Tennis (5) Table Tennis

Q.119. India-_____ joint military exercise SURYA 
KIRAN-XIII was concluded in Pithoragarh, 
Uttarakhand.

 (1) Sri Lanka (2) Bhutan (3) Nepal

 (4) Maldives (5) Myanmar

Q.120. In which city, International Conference on 
Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) will be held?

 (1) Thimphu (2) Hyderabad (3) New Delhi

 (4) Kathmandu (5) Dehradun

Q.121. Miguel Diaz-Canel is a President of which country?

 (1) Greece (2) Suriname (3) Cuba

 (4) Finland (5) Argentina

Q.122. In which state is Chilika Lake located?

 (1) Odisha (2) Kerala (3) Haryana

 (4) Tamilnadu (5) Rajasthan

International Conference on the TRIPS CBD Linkage was held in Geneva.
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Q.123. In which state is Konark Sun Temple located?
 (1) Meghalaya (2) Mizoram (3) Rajasthan
 (4) Odisha (5) Manipur
Q.124. Who has won a Gold Medal in men's 10,000 metre 

race at the Gouden Spike meeting in Leiden, 
Netherlands?

 (1) Rohit Kumar  (2) Gavit Murali Kumar
 (3) Vijendra Singh (4) Sumit Singh
 (5) Jyoti Kumari
Q.125. Vinod Bhatt has passed away recently. He 

was_________.
 (1) Scientist (2) Writer (3) Doctor
 (4) Industrialist (5) Politician
Q.126. AB de Villiers has announced retirement from all 

forms of international cricket. He is from which 
country?

 (1) Australia  (2) South Africa 
 (3) New Zealand  (4) Bangladesh
 (5) Pakistan
Q.127. Tejaswini Sawant is related to which sports?
 (1) Badminton  (2) Shooting 
 (3) Table Tennis  (4) Tennis
 (5) Weighting
Q.128. Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 

India to the Republic of Suriname?
 (1) Ajay Bisaria  (2) Mahender Singh Kanyal
 (3) Mukta Tomar  (4) Jaideep Sarkar
 (5) Gautam Bambawale
Q.129. Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 

India to the South Sudan?
 (1) S. D. Moorthy (2) Mahender Singh Kanyal
 (3) Mukta Tomar  (4) Jaideep Sarkar
 (5) Gautam Bambawale
Q.130. India has been ranked _______ in terms 

of competitiveness, in the annual rankings 
of International Institute for Management 
Development (IMD).

 (1) 46th (2) 44th (3) 45th
 (4) 47th (5) 48th

Q.131. According to World Health Organisation (WHO), 
_________has become the first country in south-
east Asia to eliminate trachoma.

 (1) Cambodia (2) Nepal (3) Myanmar
 (4) Brunei (5) Indonesia

Q.132. Union Cabinet has given its approval to the MOU 
between India & ______regarding cooperation in 
the areas of food safety.

 (1) Norway (2) Denmark (3) Sweden
 (4) Ghana (5) Zambia
Q.133. Who has been appointed as the MD & CEO of 

Airtel Payments Bank?
 (1) Anubrata Biswas (2) Vipin Singh 
 (3) Rakesh Kumar (4) Jeevan Verma
 (5) Sunil Singh
Q.134. Who has been appointed as the Ambassador of 

India to Mauritania?
 (1) Pradeep Kumar Gupta
 (2) Mahender Singh Kanyal
 (3) Mukta Tomar
 (4) Jaideep Sarkar
 (5) Gautam Bambawale
Q.135. Saad Hariri has been appointed as the Prime 

Minister of _______for Third Term.
 (1) Albania (2) Lebanon (3) Eritrea
 (4) Bulgaria (5) Zambia
Q.136. Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 

India to the Republic of Moldova and the Republic 
of Albania?

 (1) Pradeep Kumar Gupta 
 (2) Mahender Singh Kanyal
 (3) Mukta Tomar
 (4) Jaideep Sarkar
 (5) Thanglura Darlong
Q.137. Who has launched the ‘Samagra Shiksha’ scheme 

for holistic development of school education?
 (1) Prakash Javadekar (2) Narendra Modi
 (3) Venkaiah Naidu (4) Ram Nath Kovind
 (5) Sumitra Mahajan
Q.138. In which City 5th India CLMV Business Conclave 

was held?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Phnom Penh (3) Kampot
 (4) Hyderabad (5) Lucknow
Q.139. Zorawar Chand Bakshi has passed away. He 

was________.
 (1) Doctor  (2) Lieutenant General
 (3) Scientist  (4) Actor
 (5) Producer

S. C. Sharma has been appointed as the Director of National Assessment and Accreditation 
Council (NAAC).
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Q.1.(4) Q.2.(2) Q.3.(3) Q.4.(3) Q.5.(3) Q.6.(3) Q.7.(5) Q.8.(2) Q.9.(5) Q.10.(3)
Q.11.(5) Q.12.(4) Q.13.(4) Q.14.(2) Q.15.(1) Q.16.(4) Q.17.(4) Q.18.(4) Q.19.(4) Q.20.(4)
Q.21.(1) Q.22.(2) Q.23.(2) Q.24.(3) Q.25.(4) Q.26.(2) Q.27.(5) Q.28.(2) Q.29.(2) Q.30.(5)
Q.31.(3) Q.32.(3) Q.33.(1) Q.34.(2) Q.35.(2) Q.36.(3) Q.37.(3) Q.38.(1) Q.39.(3) Q.40.(3)
Q.41.(2) Q.42.(2) Q.43.(2) Q.44.(4) Q.45.(2) Q.46.(1) Q.47.(1) Q.48.(3) Q.49.(4) Q.50.(2)
Q.51.(3) Q.52.(3) Q.53.(2) Q.54.(4) Q.55.(3) Q.56.(1) Q.57.(3) Q.58.(2) Q.59.(5) Q.60.(2)
Q.61.(3) Q.62.(4) Q.63.(1) Q.64.(2) Q.65.(1) Q.66.(4) Q.67.(3) Q.68.(3) Q.69.(2) Q.70.(3)
Q.71.(1) Q.72.(1) Q.73.(4) Q.74.(3) Q.75.(4) Q.76.(4) Q.77.(4) Q.78.(3) Q.79.(1) Q.80.(3)
Q.81.(4) Q.82.(2) Q.83.(1) Q.84.(3) Q.85.(5) Q.86.(2) Q.87.(2) Q.88.(3) Q.89.(5) Q.90.(1)
Q.91.(3) Q.92.(1) Q.93.(3) Q.94.(4) Q.95.(2) Q.96.(5) Q.97.(2) Q.98.(2) Q.99.(5) Q.100.(1)
Q.101.(2) Q.102.(4) Q.103.(2) Q.104.(4) Q.105.(3) Q.106.(4) Q.107.(3) Q.108.(2) Q.109.(4) Q.110.(1)
Q.111.(3) Q.112.(1) Q.113.(4) Q.114.(3) Q.115.(3) Q.116.(4) Q.117.(3) Q.118.(2) Q.119.(3) Q.120.(4)
Q.121.(3) Q.122.(1) Q.123.(4) Q.124.(2) Q.125.(2) Q.126.(2) Q.127.(2) Q.128.(2) Q.129.(1) Q.130.(2)
Q.131.(2) Q.132.(2) Q.133.(1) Q.134.(1) Q.135.(2) Q.136.(5) Q.137.(1) Q.138.(2) Q.139.(2) Q.140.(3)
Q.141.(2) Q.142.(2) Q.143.(1) Q.144.(1) Q.145.(1) Q.146.(2) Q.147.(4) Q.148.(3) Q.149.(4) Q.150.(1)

Q.140. _________has baged the Clarivate Analytics 
India Innovation Award 2018 in the Government 
Research Organizations Category.

 (1) IIT Bombay (2) IIT Madras (3) CSIR

 (4) IIT Roorkee (5) IIT Pune

Q.141. Which State Government has launched a scheme to 
provide life insurance of up to Rs 5 lakh per farmer 
in the state?

 (1) Telangana (2) Maharashtra (3) Mizoram

 (4) Nagaland (5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.142. In which city, 9th edition of ‘Rashtriya Sanskriti 
Mahotsav’ under the Ministry of Culture, was 
held?

 (1) Allhabad, Uttar Pradesh 

 (2) Tehri, Uttarakhand

 (3) Patna, Bihar

 (4) Jaipur, Rajasthan

 (5) Gurugram, Haryana

Q.143. Which Day is observed as the World Press Freedom 
Day?

 (1) 3 May (2) 8 May (3) 1 May

 (4) 12 May (5) 14 May

Q.144. Geeta Kapoor has passed away recently. She was 
________.

 (1) Athlete (2) Actress (3) Shooter

 (4) Scientist (5) Politician

Q.145. Who is the Governor of Odisha?

 (1) Ganeshi Lal (2) Kummanam Rajasekharan

 (3) S C Jamir (4) Satya Pal Malik

 (5) Ram Naik

Q.146. Who is the Governor of Mizoram?

 (1) Ganeshi Lal (2) Kummanam Rajasekharan

 (3) S C Jamir (4) Satya Pal Malik

 (5) Ram Naik

Q.147. Who has been elected as the first female Prime 
Minister of Barbados?

 (1) Erna Solberg  (2) Saara Kuugongelwa

 (3) Doris Leuthard (4) Mia Mottley

 (5) Angela Merkel

Q.148. Alan Bean has passed away recently. He 
was_______.

 (1) Poet (2) Writer (3) Astronaut

 (4) Producer (5) Athlete

Q.149. What is the Capital of Barbados?

 (1) Paramaribo   (2) Nouakchott (3) Bridgetown

 (4) Juba (5) Chisinau

Q.150. Which Team has won the UEFA Champions 
League Title by defeating Liverpool?

 (1) Real Madrid (2) Milan (3) Barcelona

 (4) Benfica (5) Ajax

Legendary discus thrower Vikas Gowda has announced the retirement from athletics.

ANSWER KEY



UPSC pre

80 MICA  AUGUST 2018

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER I
Q.1. Consider the following

 1. In the first Lok Sabha, the single largest party in 
the opposition was the Swatantra Party.

 2. In the Lok Sabha, a "Leader of the Opposition" 
was recognised for the first time in 1969.

 3. In the Lok Sabha, if a party does not have a 
minimum of 75 members, its leader cannot be 
recognised as the Leader of the Opposition.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 and 3 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.2. Which of the following leaf modifications occur(s) 

in the desert areas to inhibit water loss?
 1. Hard and waxy leaves
 2. Tiny leaves
 3. Thorns instead of leaves
 Select the correct answer using the code given 

below :

 (a) 2 and 3 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.3. As per the NSSO 70th Round "Situation 

Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households", 
Consider the following statements :

 1. Rajasthan has the highest percentage share 
of agricultural households among its rural 
households.

 2.  Out of the total agricultural households in 
the country, a little over 60 percent belong to 
OBCs.

 3. In Kerala, a little over 60 percent of agricultural 
households reported to have received maximum 
income from sources other than agricultural 
activities.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 2 and 3 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.4. How is the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

different from the Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB) ?

 1.  The NGT has been established by an Act 
whereas the CPCB has been created by an 
executive order of the Government.

 2.  The NGT provides environmental justice and 
helps reduce the burden of litigation in the 
higher courts whereas the CPCB promotes 
cleanliness of streams and wells, and aims to 
improve the quality of air in the country.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2   (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.5. Consider the following statements :

 1.  The Parliament of India can place a particular 
law in the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution of 
India.

 2. The validity of a law placed in the Ninth 
Schedule cannot be examined by any court and 
no judgement can be made on it.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2   (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.6.      Which one of the following best describes the 

term "Merchant Discount Rate" sometimes seen in 
news?

 (a) The incentive given by a tank to a merchant 
for accepting payments through debit cards 
pertaining to that bank.

 (b) The amount paid back by banks to their 
customers when they use debit cards for 
financial transactions for purchasing goods or 
services.

 (c) The charge to a merchant by a bank for 
accepting payments from his customers through 
the bank's debit cards.

 (d) The incentive given by the Government to 
merchants for promoting digital payments by 
their customers through Point of Sale (PoS) 
machines and debit cards.

Q.7. What is/are the consequence/consequences of a 
country becoming the member of the 'Nuclear 
Suppliers Group' ?

 1. It will have access to the latest and most 
efficient nuclear technologies.

 2. It automatically becomes a member of "The 
Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT)".

Lt. Gen. Ranbir Singh has been appointed as the next Northern Army Commander.
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 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.8. With reference to India's decision to levy an 

equalization tax of 6% on online advertisement 
services offered by non-resident entities, which of 
the following statements is/are correct ?

 1.  It is introduced as a part of the Income Tax Act.
 2.  Non-resident entities that offer advertisement 

services in India can claim a tax credit in their 
home country under the "Double Taxation 
Avoidance Agreements".

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below :

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.9. Consider the following statements :

 1. The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 
Management (FRBM) Review Committee 
Report has recommended a debt to GDP ratio 
of 60% for the general (combined) government 
by 2023, comprising 40% for the Central 
Government and 20% for the State Governments.

 2. The Central Government has domestic 
liabilities of 21% of GDP as compared to that 
of 49% of GDP of the State Governments.

 3. As per the Constitution of India, it is mandatory 
for a State to take the Central Government's 
consent for raising any loan if the former owes 
any outstanding liabilities to the latter.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 and 3 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.10. Consider the following statements :

 1.  The quantity of imported edible oils is more 
than the domestic production of edible oils in 
the last five years.

 2. The Government does not impose any customs 
duty on all the imported edible oils as a special 
case.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q.11. He wrote biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi, 
Shivaji and Shrikrishna; stayed in America for 
some time; and was also elected to the Central 
Assembly. He was

 (a) Aurobindo Ghosh (b) Bipin Chandra Pal
 (c) Lala Lajpat Rai (d) Motilal Nehru
Q.12.     Consider the following statements :

 1. Aadhaar card can be used as a proof of 
citizenship or domicile.

 2. Once issued, Aadhaar number cannot be 
deactivated or omitted by the Issuing Authority.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.13. Which of the following has/have shrunk 

immensely/dried up in the recent past due to 
human activities ?

 1. Aral Sea
 2. Black Sea
 3. Lake Baikal
 Select the correct answer using the code given 

below :

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 and 3
 (c) 2 only  (d) 1 and 3
Q.14. "Rule of Law Index" is released by which of the 

following ?
 (a) Amnesty International
 (b) International Court of Justice
 (c) The   Office   of UN   Commissioner  for Human 

Rights
 (d) World Justice Project
Q.15. Which one of the following links all the ATMs in 

India ?
 (a) Indian Banks' Association
 (b) National Securities Depository Limited
 (c) National Payments Corporation of India
 (d) Reserve Bank of India
Q.16. Consider the following statements :

 1. Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is the amount 
that banks have to maintain in the form of their 
own funds to offset any loss that banks incur if 
the account-holders fail to repay dues.

 2. CAR is decided by each individual bank.
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Financial Year 2018-19.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q.17. The identity platform 'Aadhaar' provides open 
"Application Programming Interfaces (APIs)". 
What does it imply ?

 1. It can be integrated into any electronic device.

 2. Online   authentication   using   iris   is possible.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only   (b) 2 only

 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q.18. Very recently, in which of the following countries 
have lakhs of people either suffered from severe 
famine/acute malnutrition or died due to starvation 
caused by war/ethnic conflicts ?

 (a) Angola and Zambia

 (b) Morocco and Tunisia

 (c) Venezuela and Colombia

 (d) Yemen and South Sudan

Q.19. Regarding Wood's Dispatch, which of the following 
statements are true ?

 1. Grants-in-Aid system was introduced.

 2.  Establishment     of     universities     was 
recommended.

 3.   English as a medium of instruction at all levels 
of education was recommended.

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below :

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 2 and 3 only

 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q.20. With reference to the Parliament of India, which 
of the following Parliamentary Committees 
scrutinizes and reports to the House whether the 
powers to make regulations, rules, sub-rules, 
by-laws, etc. conferred by the Constitution or 
delegated by the Parliament are being properly 
exercised by the Executive within the scope of 
such delegation ?

 (a) Committee on Government Assurances 

 (b) Committee on Subordinate Legislation

 (c) Rules Committee

 (d) Business Advisory Committee

Q.21. Consider the following statements :

 1.  As per the Right to Education (RTE) Act, to 
be eligible for appointment as a teacher in a 
State, a person would be required to possess 
the minimum qualification laid down by the 
concerned State Council of Teacher Education.

 2.  As per the RTE Act, for teaching primary 
classes, a candidate is required to pass a Teacher 
Eligibility Test conducted in accordance with 
the National Council of Teacher Education 
guidelines.

 3.  In India, more than 90% of teacher education 
institutions are directly under the State 
Governments.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 and 2  (b) 2 only
 (c) 1 and 3  (d) 3 only
Q.22. Consider the following pairs :
 Tradition    State
 1. Chapchar Kut festival      —  Mizoram
 2. Khongjom Parba ballad   —  Manipur
 3. Thang-Ta dance           —  Sikkim
 Which of the pairs given above is/are correct ?
 (a) 1 only  (b) 1 and 2
 (c) 3 only  (d) 2 and 3
Q.23. Consider the following statements :

 1. The Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 
replaced the Prevention of Food Adulteration 
Act, 1954.

 2. The Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI' is under the charge of Director 
General of Health Services in the Union 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.24. The term "two-state solution" is sometimes 

mentioned in the news in the contest of the affairs 
of

 (a) China  (b) Israel
 (c) Iraq  (d) Yemen
Q.25. With reference to the provisions made under the 

National Food Security Act, 2013, Consider the 
following statements :
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 1. The families coming under the category of 
'below poverty line (BPL)' only are eligible to 
receive subsidised food grains.

 2. The eldest woman in a household, of age 
18 years or above, shall be the head of the 
household for the purpose of issuance of a 
ration card.

 3. Pregnant women and lactating mothers are 
entitled to a 'take-home ration' of 1600 calories 
per day during pregnancy and for six months 
thereafter.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 and 2  (b) 2 only
 (c) 1 and 3  (d) 3 only
Q.26. India enacted The Geographical Indiacations of 

Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 in 
order to comply with the obligations to

 (a) ILO  (b) IMF
 (c) UNCTAD  (d) WTO
Q.27. Consider the following statements:

 1. In India, State Governments do not have the 
power to auction non-coal mines.

 2. Andhra Pradesh and Jharkhand do not have 
gold mines.

 3. Rajasthan has iron ore mines.
 Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct ?

 (a) 1 and 2  (b) 2 only
 (c) 1 and 3  (d) 3 only
Q.28. With reference to digital pviworts, Consider the 

following statements :
 1. BHIM app allows the aaer to transfer money to 

anyone with a UPI-enabled bank account.
 2. While a chip-pin debit card has four factors of 

authentication. BUlM app has only two factors 
of authentication.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.29. Among the following cities, which one lies on a 

longitude closest to that of Delhi ?
 (a) Bengaluru  (b) Hyderabad
 (c) Nagpur  (d) Pune

Q.30. International Labour Organization's Conventions 
138 and 182 are related to

 (a) Child labour
 (b) Adaptation of agricultural practices to global 

climate change
 (c) Regulation of food prices and food security
 (d) Gender parity at the workplace.
Q.31. Regarding Money Bill, which of the following-

statements is not correct ?
 (a) A bill shall be deemed to be a Money Bill if it 

contains only provisions relating to imposition, 
abolition, remission, alteration or regulation of 
any tax.

 (b) A Money Bill has provisions for the custody 
of the Consolidated Fund of India or the 
Contingency Fund of India.

 (c)  A Money Bill is concerned with the 
appropriation of moneys out of the Contingency 
Fund of India.

 (d) A Money Bill deals with the regulation of 
borrowing of money or giving of any guarantee 
by the Government of India.

Q.32. With reference to the election of the President of 
India, Consider the following statements :

 1.  The value of the vote of each MLA varies from 
State to State.

 2.  The value of the vote of MPs of the Lok Sabha 
is more than the value of the vote of MPs of the 
Rajya Sabha.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.33. In the Indian context, what is the implication 

of ratifying the 'Additional Protocol' with 
the 'International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA)'?

 (a) The civilian nuclear reactors come under IAEA 
safeguards.

 (b) The military nuclear installations come under 
the inspection of IAEA.

 (c) The country will have the privilege to buy 
uranium from the Nuclear Suppliers Group 
(NSG).

 (d) The country automatically becomes a member 
of the NSG.

Amit Khare has assumed charge as Secretary in the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting.
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Q.34. Consider the following countries :

 1. Australia
 2. Canada
 3. China
 4.  India
 5. Japan
 6. USA
 Which of the above are among the "free-trade 

partners' of ASEAN ?

 (a) 1, 2, 4 and 5  (b) 3, 4, 5 and 6
 (d) 1, 3, 4 and 5   (d) 2, 3, 4 and 6
Q.35. With reference to the 'Global Alliance for Climate-

Smart Agriculture (GACSA)', which of the 
following statements is/are correct ?

 1. GACSA is an outcome of the Climate Summit 
held in Paris in 2015.

 2. Membership of GACSA does not create any 
binding obligations.

 3. India was instruments in the creation of 
GACSA.

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below:

 (a) 1 and 3 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.36. Which of the following is/are the aim/aims of 

"Digital India" Plan of the Government of India ?
 1. Formation of India's own Internet companies 

like China did.
 2. Establish a policy framework to encourage 

overseas multinational corporations that collect 
Big Data to build their large data centres within 
our national geographical boundaries.

 3.  Connect many of our villages to the Internet 
and bring Wi-Fi to many of our schools, public 
places and major tourist centres.

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below :

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 3 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.37. Consider the following pairs :

 Towns sometimes   Country  
mentioned in news

 1. Aleppo  —  Syria
 2. Kirkuk  —  Yemen

 3. Mosul  —  Palestine
 4. Mazar-i-sharif  —  Afghanistan
 Which of the pairs given above are correctly 

matched ?

 (a) l and 2  (b) 1 and 4
 (c) 2 and 3   (d) 3 and 4
Q.38. In the Federation established by The Government 

of India Act of 1935, residuary powers were given 
to the

 (a) Federal Legislature
 (b) Governor General
 (c) Provincial Legislature
 (d) Provincial Governors
Q.39. Consider the following statements :

 1. The Speaker of the Legislative Assembly shall 
vacate his/her office if he/she ceases to be a 
member of the Assembly.

 2. Whenever the Legislative Assembly is 
dissolved, the Speaker shall vacate his/her 
office immediately.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.40. Which one of the following reflects the most 

appropriate relationship between law and 
liberty ?

 (a) If there are more laws, there is less liberty.
 (b) If there are no laws, there is no liberty.
 (c) If there is liberty, laws have to be made by the 

people.
 (d) If laws are changed too often, liberty is in 

danger.
Q.41. Consider the following statements :

 1. No criminal proceedings shall be instituted 
against the Governor of a State in any court 
during his term of office.

 2. The emoluments and allowances of the 
Governor of a State shall not be diminished 
during his term of office.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Microsoft has become the third most valuable company in the world after surpassing Google's 
parent company Alphabet.
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Q.42. The well-known painting "Bani Thani" belongs to the
 (a) Bundi school  (b) Jaipur school
 (c) Kangra school (d) Kishangarh school
Q.43. What is "Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 

(THAAD)", sometimes seen in the news ?
 (a) An Israeli radar system
 (b) India's indigenous anti-missile programme
 (c) An American anti-missile system
 (d) A defence collaboration between Japan and 

South Korea
Q.44. With reference to consider the following 

statements:

 1. Most of the Tyagaraja Kritis are devotional 
songs in praise of Lord Krishna.

 2. Tyagaraja created several new ragas.
 3. Annamacharya and Tyagaraja are  

contemporaries.
 4. Annamacharya kirtaaas are devotional songs in 

praise of Lord Venkateshwara.
 Which of the statements given above are 

correct?

 (a) 1 and 3 only  (b) 2 and 4 only
 (c) 1, 2 and 3  (d) 2, 3 and 4
Q.45.   Which of the following are main features of the 

"Rule of Law" ?
 1. Limitation of powers
 2. Equality before law
 3. People's responsibility to the Government
 4. Liberty and civil rights
 Select the correct answer using the code below :

 (a) 1 and 3 only  (b) 2 and 4 only
 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Q.46. Which one of the following statements correctly 

describes the meaning of legal tender money ?
 (a) The money which is tendered in courts of law 

to defray the fee of legal cases
 (b) The money which a creditor is under compulsion 

to accept in settlement of his claims
 (c) The bank money in the form of cheques, drafts, 

bills of exchange, etc.
 (d) The metallic money in circulation in a country
Q.47. If a commodity is provided free to the public by the 

Government, then

 (a) the opportunity cost is zero.

 (b) the opportunity cost is ignored.

 (c) the opportunity cost is transferred from the 
consumers of the product to the tax-paying 
public.

 (d) the opportunity cost is transferred from the 
consumers of the product to the Government.

Q.48. Increase in absolute and per capita real GNP do not 
connote a higher level of economic development, 
if

 (a) industrial output fails to keep pace with 
agricultural output.

 (b) agricultural output fails to keep pace with 
industrial output.

 (c) poverty and unemployment increase.

 (d) imports grow faster than exports.

Q.49. Consider the following statements :

 Human capital formation as a concept is better 
explained in terms of a process which enables

 1. individuals of a country to accumulate more 
capital.

 2. increasing the knowledge, skill levels and 
capacities of the people of the country.

 3. accumulation of tangible wealth.

 4. accumulation of intangible wealth.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 and 2  (b) 2 only

 (c) 2 and 4  (d) 1, 3 and 4

Q.50.  Despite being a high saving economy, capital 
formation   may   not   result   in significant increase 
in output due to

 (a) weak administrative machinery

 (b) illiteracy

 (c) high population density

 (d) high capital-output ratio

Q.51. After the Santhal Uprising subsided, what was/
were the measure/measures taken by the colonial 
government ?

 1. The territories called 'Santhal Paraganas' were 
created.

 2. It   became   illegal   for   a   Santhal   to transfer 
land to a non-Santhal.
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 Select the correct answer using the code below :

 (i) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.52. Economically, one of the results of the British rule 

in India in the 19th century was the
 (a) increase in the export of Indian handicrafts
 (b) growth in the number of Indian owned factories
 (c) commercialization of Indian agriculture
 (d) rapid increase in the urban population
Q.53. If the President of India exercises his power as 

provided under Article 356 of the Constitution in 
respect of a particular State, then

 (a) the Assembly of the State is automatically 
dissolved.

 (b) the powers of the Legislature of that State shall 
be exercisable by or under the authority of the 
Parliament.

 (c) Article 19 is suspended in that State.
 (d) the President can make laws relating to that State.
Q.54. Consider the following pairs :

 Craft    Heritage of

 1. Puthukkuli shawls       —   Tamil Nadu
 2. Sujni embroidery         —   Maharashtra
 3. Uppada Jamdani saris  —  Karnataka
 Which of the pairs given above is/are correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 1 and 2
 (c) 3 only   (d) 2 and 3
Q.55. In which of the following areas can  GPS 

technology be used ?
 1. Mobile phone operations
 2. Banking operations
 3. Controlling the power grids
 Select the correct answer using the code given 

below :

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 and 3 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.56. Consider the following statement :

 1. The Reserve Bank of India manages and 
services Government of India Securities but not 
any State Government Securities.

 2. Treasury bills are issued by the Government of 
India and there are no treasury bills issued by 
the State Governments.

 3. Treasury  bills   offer  are  issued at a discount 
from the par value.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 3 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.57. Consider the following statements :

 1. The Earth's magnetic field has reversed every 
few hundred thousand years.

 2. When the Earth was created more than 4000 
million years ago, there was 54% oxygen and 
no carbon dioxide.

 3.  When living organisms originated, they 
modified the early atmosphere of the Earth.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 and 3 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.58. The terms 'WannaCry, Petya and EternalBlue' 

sometimes mentioned in the news recently are 
related to

 (a) Exoplanets  (b) Cryptocurrency
 (c) Cyber attacks (d) Mini satellites
Q.59. With reference to the circumstances in Indian 

agriculture, the concept of "Conservation 
Agriculture" assumes significance. Which of the 
following fall under the Conservation Agriculture ?

 1. Avoiding the monoculture practices
 2. Adopting minimum tillage
 3. Avoiding the cultivation of plantation crops
 4. Using crop residues to cover soil surface
 5. Adopting   spatial   and   temporal   crop 

sequencing/crop rotations
 Select the correct answer using the code given 

below :

 (a) 1, 3 and 4  (b) 2, 3, 4 and 5
 (c) 2, 4 and 5   (d) 1, 2, 3 and 5
Q.60. The term "sixth mass extinction/sixth extinction" 

is often mentioned in the news in the context of the 
discussion of

 (a) Widespread monoculture practices in 
agriculture and large-scale commercial farming 
with indiscriminate use of chemicals in many 
parts of the world that may result in the loss of 
good native ecosystems.
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 (b) Fears of a possible collision of a meteorite 
with the Earth in the near future in the manner 
it happened 65 million years ago that caused 
the mass extinction of many species including 
those of dinosaurs.

 (c) Large scale cultivation of genetically modified 
crops in many parts of the world and promoting 
their cultivation in other parts of the world 
which may cause the disappearance of 
good native crop plants and the loss of food 
biodiversity.

 (d) Mankind's over-exploitation/misuse of natural 
resources, fragmentation/loss of natural 
habitats, destruction of ecosystems, pollution 
and global climate change.

Q.61. With reference to the Indian Regional Navigation 
Satellite System (IRNSS), Consider the following 
statements :

 1. IRNSS has three satellites in geostationary and 
four satellites in geosynchronous orbits.

 2. IRNSS covers entire India and about 5500 sq. 
km beyond its borders.

 3. India will have its own satellite navigation 
system with full global coverage by the middle 
of 2019.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only   (b) 1 and 2 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) None
Q.62. Consider the following phenomena :

 1. Light is affected by gravity.
 2. The Universe is constantly expanding.
 3. Matter warps its surrounding space-time.
 Which    of   the    above    is/are    the 

prediction/predictions   of   Albert   Einstein's 
General Theory of Relativity, often discussed 
in media ?

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 3 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.63.  With reference to the Genetically Modified mustard 

(GM mustard) developed in India, consider the 
following statements:

 1. GM mustard has the genes of a soil bacterium 
that give the plant the property of pest-resistance 
to a wide variety of pests.

 2. GM mustard has the genes that allow the plant 
cross-pollination and hybridization.

 3. GM mustard has been developed jointly by the 
IARI and Punjab Agricultural University.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

 (a) 1 and 3 only   (b) 2 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.64.     Consider the following pairs :

 Terms sometimes seen in news Context/Topic

 1. Belle II experiment               -  Artifial   
    Intelligence

 2. Blockchain technology         -  Digital/  
    Cryptocurrency

 3. CRISPR - Cas9               -  Particle  
    Physics

 Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly 
matched?

 (a) 1 and 3 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.65. Which of the following statements best describes 

"carbon fertilization" ?
 (a) Increased plant growth due to increased 

concentration of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere

 (b) Increased temperature of Earth due to 
increased concentration of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere

 (c) Increased acidity of oceans as a result of 
increased concentration of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere

 (d) Adaptation of all living beings on Earth to 
the climate change brought about by the 
increased concentration of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere

Q.66. When the alarm of your smartphone rings in 
the morning, you wake up and tap it to stop the 
alarm which causes your geyser to be switched on 
automatically. The smart mirror in your bathroom 
shows the day's weather and also indicates the level 
of water in your overhead tank. After you take some 
groceries from your refrigerator for making breakfast, 
it recognises the shortage of stock in it and places an 
order for the supply of fresh grocery items. When you 
step out of your house and lock the door, all lights, 
fans, geysers and AC machines get switched off 
automatically. On your way to office, your car warns 
you about traffic congestion ahead and suggests an 
alternative route, and if you are late for a meeting, it 
sends a message to your office accordingly.
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 In the context of emerging communication 
technologies, which one of the following terms 
best applies to the above scenario ?

 (a) Border Gateway Protocol
 (b) Internet of Things
 (c) Internet Protocol
 (d) Virtual Private Network
Q.67. With reference to solar power production in India, 

Consider the following statements :
 1. India is the third largest in the world in 

the manufacture of silicon wafers used in 
photovoltaic units.

 2. The solar power tariffs are determined by the 
Solar Energy Corporation of India.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.68. The staple commodities of export by the English 

East India Company from Bengal in the middle of 
the 18th century were

 (a) Raw cotton, oil-seeds and opium
 (b) Sugar, salt, zinc and lead
 (c) Copper, silver, gold, spices and tea
 (d) Cotton, silk, saltpetre and opium
Q.69. Which one of the following is a very significant 

aspect of the Champaran Satyagraha ?
 (a) Active all-India participation of lawyers, 

students and women in the National Movement
 (b) Active involvement of Dalit and Tribal 

communities of India in the National Movement
 (c) Joining  of peasant  unrest  to   India's National 

Movement,
 (d) Drastic decrease in the cultivation of plantation 

crops and commercial crops
Q.70. Who among the following were the founders of the 

"Hind Mazdoor Sabha" established in 1948 ?
 (a) B. Krishna Pillai, E.M.S. Namboodiripad and 

K.C. George
 (b) Jayaprakash Narayan, Deen Dayal Upadhyay 

and M.K. Roy
 (c) C.P, Ramaswamy lyer, K. Kamaraj and 

Veeresalingam
 (d) Pantulu Ashok Mehta, T.S, Ramanujam and 

G.G, Mehta

Q.71. With reference to the religious practices in India, 
the "Sthanakvasi" sect belongs to

 (a) Buddhism  (b) Jainism
 (c) Vaishnavism   (d) Shaivism
Q.72. With reference to the cultural history of India, 

Consider the following statements :
 1. White marble was used in making Buland 

Darwaza and Khankah at Fatehpur Sikri.
 2.  Red sandstone and marble were used in 

making Bara Imambara and Rumi Darwaza at 
Lucknow.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.73. Which one of the following foreign travellers 

elaborately discussed about diamonds and diamond 
mines of India ?

 (a) Francois Bernier (b) Jean-Baptiste Tavernier
 (c) Jean de Thevenot (d) Abbe Barthelemy Carre
Q.74.     With reference to Indian history, who among the 

following is a future Buddha, yet to come to save 
the world ?

 (a) Avalokiteshvara (b) Lokesvara
 (c) Maitreya  (d) Padmapani
Q.75. Which one of the following statements does 

not apply to the system of Subsidiary Alliance 
introduced by Lord Wellesley ?

 (a) To maintain a large standing army at other's 
expense

 (b) To  keep  India  safe  from  Napoleonic danger
 (c) To   secure   a   fixed   income   for   the Company
 (d) To establish British paramountcy over the 

Indian States
Q.76. Which of the following led to the introduction of 

English Education in India ?
 1. Charter Act of 1813
 2. General Committee of Public Instruction, 1823
 3. Orientalist and Anglicist Controversy
 Select the correct answer using the code given 

below :

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.77. Which one of the following is an artificial lake?
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 (a) Kodaikanal (Tamil Nadu)
 (b) Kolleru (Andhra Pradesh)
 (c) Nainital (Uttarakhand)
 (d) Renuka (Himachal Pradesh)
Q.78. With reference to Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 

Yojana, Consider the following statements :
 1. It is the flagship scheme of the Ministry of 

Labour and Employment.
 2.  It, among other things, will also impart training 

in soft skills, entrepreneurship, financial and 
digital literacy.

 3. It aims to align the competencies of the 
unregulated workforce of the country to the 
National Skill Qualification Framework.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 and 3 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.79. In 1920, which of the following changed its name 

to "Swarajya Sabha" ?
 (a) All India Home Rule League
 (b) Hindu Mahasabha
 (c) South Indian Liberal Federation
 (d) The Servants of India Society
Q.80. Which among the following events happened 

earliest ?
 (a) Swami Dayanand established Arya Samaj.
 (b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan.
 (c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote 

Anandmath.
 (d) Satyendranath Tagore became the first Indian 

to succeed in the Indian Civil Services 
Examination.

Q.81. Which of the following is/are the possible 
consequence/s of heavy sand mining in riverbeds ?

 1. Decreased salinity in the river
 2. Pollution of groundwater
 3. Lowering of the water-table
 Select the correct answer using the code given 

below:
 (a) l only  (b) 2 and 3 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.82. With reference to agricultural soils, Consider the 

following statements :

 1. A high content of organic matter in soil 
drastically reduces its water holding capacity.

 2. Soil does not play any role in the sulphur cycle.
 3.  Irrigation over a period of time can contribute 

to the salinization of some agricultural lands.
 Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct ?

 (a) 1 and 2 only   (b) 3 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.83.  The Partnership for Action on Green Economy 

(PAGE), a UN mechanism to assist countries 
transition towards greener and more inclusive 
economies, emerged at

 (a) The Earth Summit on Sustainable Development 
2002, Johannesburg

 (b) The United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development 2012, Rio de Janeiro

 (c) The United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change 2015, Paris

 (d) The World Sustainable Development Summit 
2016, New Delhi

Q.84. "3D printing" has applications in which of the 
following ?

 1. Preparation of confectionery items
 2. Manufacture of bionic ears
 3. Automotive industry
 4. Reconstructive surgeries
 5. Data processing technologies
 Select the correct answer using the code given 

below :

 (a) 1, 3 and 4 only (b) 2, 3 and 5 only
 (c) 1 and 4 only  (d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Q.85. Consider the following statements :

 1. The Barren Island volcano is an active volcano 
located in the Indian territory.

 2. Barren Island lies about 140 km east of Great 
Nicobar.

 3. The last time the Barren Island volcano erupted 
was in 1991 and it has remained inactive since 
then.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 and 3
 (c) 3 only  (d) 1 and 3
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Q.86. Why is a plant called Prosopis juliflora often 
mentioned in news ?

 (a) Its extract is widely used in cosmetics.
 (b) It tends to reduce the biodiversity in the area in 

which it grows.
 (c) Its extract is used in the synthesis of pesticides.
 (d) None of the above
Q.87. Consider the following statements :

 1. Most of the world's coral reefs are in tropical 
waters.

 2. More than one-third of the world's coral reefs 
are located in the territories of Australia, 
Indonesia and Philippines.

 3. Coral reefs host far more number of animal 
phyla than those hosted by tropical rainforests.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 3 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.88. "Momentum for Change : Climate Neutral Now" is 

an initiative launched by
 (a) The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
 (b) The UNEP Secretariat
 (c) The UNFCCC Secretariat
 (d) The World Meteorological Organizational
Q.89.   With reference to educational institutions during 

colonial rule in India, consider the following pairs :
 Institution   Founder

 1. Sanskrit College         —      William Jones  
    at Benaras

 2. Calcutta Madarsa       —      Warren Hastings
 3. Fort William      —     Arthur   

    College                                  Wellesley
 Which of the pairs given above is/are correct?

 (a) 1 and 2  (b) 2 only
 (c) l and 3   (d) 3 only
Q.90. Consider the following pairs :

 Regions sometimes   Country  
mentioned in news

 1. Catalonia  —  Spain
 2. Crimea  —  Hungary
 3. Mindanao  —  Philippines
 4. Oromia  —  Nigeria

 Which of the pairs given above are correctly 
matched ?

 (a) 1, 2 and 3   (b) 3 and 4 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 2 and 4 only
Q.91. Consider the following events :

 1. The first democratically elected communist 
party government formed in a State in India.

 2. India's then largest bank, Imperial Bank of 
India', was renamed 'State Bank of India'. ^

 3. Air India was nationalised and became the 
national carrier.

 4. Goa became a part of independent India.
 Which of the following is the correct 

chronological sequence of the above events ?

 (a) 4 - 1 - 2 - 3  (b) 3 - 2 - 1 - 4
 (c) 4 - 2 - 1 - 3  (d) 3 - 1 - 2 - 4
Q.92. Right to Privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of 

Right to Life and Personal Liberty. Which of the 
following in the Constitution of India correctly and 
appropriately imply the above statement ?

 (a) Article 14 and the provisions under the 42    
Amendment to the Constitution

 (b) Article   17   and the   Directive Principles of 
State Policy in Part IV

 (c) Article 21 and the freedoms guaranteed  \/ in 
Part III

 (d) Article 24 and the provisions under the 44    
Amendment to the Constitution

Q.93.     Consider the following:

 1. Areca nut
 2. Barley
 3. Coffee
 4. Finger millet
 5. Groundnut
 6. Sesamum
 7. Turmeric
 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 

has announced the Minimum Support Price for 
which of the above ?

 (a) 1, 2, 3 and 7 only
 (b) 4, 5 and 6 only
 (c) 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 only
 (d) 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7
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Q.94. In which one of the following States is Pakhui 
Wildlife Sanctuary located ?

 (a) Arunachal Pradesh 
 (b) Manipur
 (c) Meghalaya
 (d) Nagaland
Q.95. With reference to India's satellite launch vehicles, 

Consider the following statements :
 1. PSLVs launch the satellites useful for Earth 

resources monitoring whereas GSLVs are 
designed mainly to launch communication 
satellites.

 2. Satellites launched by PSLV appear to remain 
permanently fixed in the same position in the 
sky, as viewed from a particular location on 
Earth.

 3. GSLV Mk III is a four-staged launch vehicle 
with the first and third stages using solid rocket 
motors; and the second and fourth stages using 
liquid rocket engines.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 and 3
 (c) l and 2  (d) 3 only
Q.96. With reference to the governance of public sector 

banking in India, Consider the following statements 
:

 1. Capital infusion into public sector banks by the 
Government of India has steadily increased in 
the last decade.

 2. To put the public sector banks in order, the 
merger of associate banks with the parent State 
Bank of India has been affected.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.97. Consider the following items :

 1. Cereal grains hulled
 2. Chicken eggs cooked
 3. Fish processed and canned
 4. Newspapers containing advertising material

 Which of the above items is/are exempted under 
GST (Goods and Services Tax) ?

 (a) 1 only  (b) 2 and 3 only
 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Q.98. Consider the following statements :

 1. The definition of "Critical Wildlife Habitat" is 
incorporated in the Forest Rights Act, 2006.

 2. For the first time in India, Baigas have been 
given Habitat Rights.

 3. Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change officially decides and declares 
Habitat Rights for Primitive and Vulnerable 
Tribal Groups in any part of India.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 2 and 3 only
 (c) 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.99. Consider the following :

 1. Birds
 2. Dust blowing
 3. Rain
 4. Wind blowing
 Which of the above spread plant diseases ?

 (a) 1 and 3 only   (b) 3 and 4 only
 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Q.100. With reference to organic farming in India, 

Consider the following statements :
 1. 'The National Programme for Organic 

Production' (NPOP) is operated under the 
guidelines and directions of the Union Ministry 
of Rural Development.

 2. "The Agricultural and Processed Food 
Products Export Development Authority' 
(APEDA) functions as the Secretariat for the 
implementation of NPOP.

 3. Sikkim has become India's first fully organic 
State.

 Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct ?

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 2 and 3 only
 (c) 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3
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EXPLANATION GENERAL STUDIES PAPER I
Q.1.(b) First Lok Sabha, the single largest party in the 

opposition was Congress party which won 364 
seats out of 489 seats. India got its first Leader of 
the Opposition in 1969 in the Fourth Lok Sabha. 
Minimum 10 % of total membership of the House 
for a party to be called leader of opposition and 
appoint an opposition leader.

Q.2.(d) The leaves and stems of many desert plants 
have a thick covering that is coated with a waxy 
substance, allowing them to seal in and protect 
what moisture they already have. Similarly, tiny 
leaves and thorns instead of leaves are special 
features of plants that inhibit in desert areas.

Q.3.(c) Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have the highest 
percentage share of agricultural households 
among its rural households as the NSSO 70th 
Round report. Out of the total agricultural 
households in the country, a little less than 50 
percentages belongs to OBCs. In Kerala, a little 
over 60 percent agricultural household reported 
to have maximum income from sources other 
than agricultural activities.

Q.4.(b) NGT and CPCB have been established via 
different acts and not through executive orders. 
The NGT provides environmental justice and 
helps reducing the burden of litigation in the 
High Courts, the CPCB promotes the cleanliness 
of streams and wells, aims to improve the quality 
of air in the country.

Q.5.(a) Parliament of India can place a particular law in 
the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution of India. 

Q.6.(c) The merchant discount rate is the rate charged to 
a merchant for payment processing services on 
debit and credit card transactions.

Q.7.(a) Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is a group 
of nuclear supplier countries that seeks to 
contribute to the non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. Once a country becomes its member it 
will have access to the latest and most effective 
nuclear technologies. There is no such provision 
of a member of NSG to automatically become 
member of the Treaty of non-proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

Q.8.(d) Government has introduced a new means called 
equalization tax to indirectly tax companies 
such as Google and Facebook, for taxation of 
cross-border digital transactions and potentially 
drive up costs for advertisers. Also there is no 
provision under which Non Resident entities that 
offer advertisement services in India can claim 

a tax credit in their home country under the 
“Double Taxation Avoidance commission”.

Q.9.(a) The central government domestic liabilities 
are not 21% of GDP but more than 40 percent. 
It is not mandatory for the state to take Central 
government's consent for raising any loans if the 
former owes any liabilities to the latter.

Q.10.(a) India is currently producing 7 to 8.5 million 
metric tonnes of edible oil annually from 28 
million hectares of land. But the country is still 
heavily dependent on imports of the oil, nearly 
15 million metric tonnes of edible oil imported in 
2017 which is more than the domestic production.

Q.11.(c) Lala Lajpat Rai was an Indian freedom fighter. He 
played a pivotal role in the Indian Independence 
movement. He wrote biographies of Mazzini, 
Garibaldi, Shivaji and Shri Krishna; stayed in 
America for sometimes, and was elected to the 
Central Assembly.

Q.12.(d) AADHAR card is a proof of identity and not a 
proof of citizenship and not of domicile. 

 The Aadhaar Act regulations, which are 
currently in Parliament, state that an individual’s 
Aadhaar number may be “omitted” permanently 
or deactivated temporarily by the Unique 
Identification Authority of India, the agency 
responsible for issuing the numbers and 
managing the database.

Q.13.(d) The Aral Sea is situated in Central Asia, between 
the Southern part of Kazakhstan and Northern 
Uzbekistan. It was the world’s fourth largest 
saline lake, till the 3rd quarter of the 20th century. 
It contained nearly 10grams of salt per litre. Lake 
Baikal in Siberia holds one fifth of the world's 
unfrozen fresh water. 

Q.14.(d) Rule of the law Index is released by World Justice 
Project.

Q.15.(c) National Payments Corporation of India is the 
umbrella organisation for all retail payment 
systems in India. National Financial Switch 
(NFS) was designed, developed and deployed by 
the Institute for Development and Research in 
Banking Technology (IDRBT) in 2004, with the 
goal of inter-connecting the ATMs in the country 
and facilitating convenience banking. It is run 
by the National Payments Corporation of India 
(NPCI).

Q.16.(a) Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is an international 
standard that measures a bank's risk of insolvency 
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from excessive losses. It has to be maintained as 
per Basel norms internationally. 

Q.17.(c) Application Programming Interface allows 
easy communication between two software 
applications. This feature in Aadhaar allows 
it to integrate into any electronic device for 
communication purpose.

 The biometric based authentication allows the 
existing Aadhaar system to identify using Iris.

Q.18.(d) The ongoing war between Shia and Sunni in 
Yemen has displaced millions of people in 
past few years. Sunni in Yemen are supported 
by Saudi Arab. Recently, Saudi Arab blocked 
food supplies to Yemen by blocking access to 
commercial ships, due to which a situation of 
severe famine occurred in Yemen. South Sudan 
is located in north-eastern Africa. It has been 
continuously gripped under civil war from past 
few years. The ongoing civil war has created a 
situation of famine in the country.

Q.19.(a) The charter of British company was revised after 
every 20 years. In 1853 charter, along with other 
matters, a committee under the president ship of 
Charles wood was constituted. The committee 
laid special focus on education in India. The 
main recommendations which Wood’s Despatch 
made were related to the creation of Director of 
Public Instruction, Improvement of Grant-in-
Aid, building of universities, and expansion of 
primary education.

 As per wood’s recommendation, English 
language should be used as medium of 
instruction where there is a demand for it. But 
it also recommended careful study of vernacular 
languages.

Q.20.(b) Subordinate legislation is the legislation made 
by an authority subordinate to the legislature. 
It includes the enactments for the powers for 
making rules, regulations, bye-laws or other 
statutory instruments which are exercised by 
the specified subordinate authorities. Such 
legislation is to be made within the framework 
of the powers so delegated by the legislature and 
is, therefore, known as delegated or subordinate 
legislation.

Q.21.(b) The parliament passed the Right of Children to 
Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 2017. As per the bill, the teachers so far 
appointed till 2015 under the act, are now 
required to acquire the minimum qualifications 
as prescribed in the act by 2019. The National 
Council of Teacher Education (NCTE) has 

prepared the National Curriculum Framework 
of Teacher Education, which was circulated 
in March 2009. This has been framed in 
accordance with the Right of Children to Free 
and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 which 
necessitated an altered framework on Teacher 
Education.

Q.22.(b) The Chapchar Kut is a festival celebrated in 
Mizoram. It is celebrated during March after 
completion of their most arduous task of Jhum 
operation. Khongjom Parba is a style of ballad 
singing from Manipur using Dholak (drum). 
THANG TA is popular term for the ancient 
Manipuri Martial Art known as HUYEN 
LALLONG.

Q.23.(a) In 1954, the Indian government enacted the food 
law known as Prevention of Food Adulteration 
Act, 1954. In the year 2006, the Food Safety and 
Standard Act was passed by Parliament which 
ultimately came into force in the year 2010. 

 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) has been established under the 
'Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 and is an 
independent body under the Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare.

Q.24.(b) (Israel)
Q.25.(b) The eldest woman in a household, of age 18 years 

or above, shall be the head of the household for 
the purpose of issuance of a ration card.

Q.26.(d) The WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights ("TRIPS") defines 
"geographical indications" as indications that 
identify a good as "originating in the territory 
of a Member, or a region or locality in that 
territory, where a given quality, reputation or 
another characteristic of the good is essentially 
attributable to its geographic origin.

Q.27.(d) the First statement is incorrect because there 
are several noncoal mines that are auctioned 
by state governments. The second statement is 
also incorrect because Andhra Pradesh has gold 
mines. The third statement is correct because 
Bhilwara iron ore mines are located in Rajasthan.

Q.28.(a) First statement is correct because BHIM app 
allows the user to transfer money to anyone 
with the UPI- enabled bank account. The second 
statement is incorrect because while a chip pin 
debit card has two factors of authentication, 
BHIM app has three factors of authentication.

Q.29.(a) The Latitude and Longitude of Delhi is 28.7041° 
N, 77.1025° E, whereas that of Bengaluru is 
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12.9716° N, 77.5946° E. Latitude and Longitude 
of Nagpur is 21.1458° N, 79.0882° E. Latitude 
longitude of Pune is 18.5204° N, 73.8567° E. 
Therefore, Bengaluru resembles the nearest 
longitude to that of Delhi.

Q.30.(a) ILO Conventions No. on 138 and 182 are two 
Core Conventions of International Labour 
Organization (ILO). Conventions 138 regarding 
admission of age to employment and Convention 
182 is regarding worst forms of Child Labour”.  

Q.31.(c) Article 110 of the Constitution provides the 
definition of money bills. The custody of the 
Consolidated Fund of India or the contingency 
fund of India, the payment of money into or the 
withdrawal of money from any such fund. The 
appropriation of money out of the Consolidated 
Fund of India.

Q.32.(a) The formula for determining the number of votes 
held by an MLA is:

 The total population of the state or Union 
Territory/ (Total number of elected members of 
the Legislative Assembly/1000)

 Since the population and number of elected 
members of legislative assemblies will be 
different in case of different states, therefore, the 
value of votes of MLAs will be different.

Q.33.(a)  The Additional Protocol increases the IAEA’s 
ability to verify the peaceful use of all nuclear 
material in States with comprehensive safeguards 
agreements.

Q.34.(c)  The six “free trade partners” of ASEAN are – 
Australia, New Zealand, India, Korea, Japan, and 
China.

Q.35.(b)  Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA) is an integrated 
approach to manage the landscapes- cropland, 
livestock, forests, and fisheries--that address 
the interlinked challenges of food security and 
climate change. The World Bank Group (WBG) 
is currently scaling up climate-smart agriculture. 
So, the second statement is correct. First and 
Third statements are incorrect. Neither GACSA 
is an outcome of climate summit held in Paris, 
nor does India have an instrumental role in its 
creation.

Q.36.(b)  The aim of Digital India initiative is to connect 
many of our villages to the Internet and bring 
Wi-Fi to many of our schools, public places, and 
major tourist centers. So, the third statement is 
correct.

Q.37.(b) Aleppo is a city in Syria. It was frequently 
in news due to struggle in the city between 

Syrian government and ISIS. Kirkuk is a city in 
Iraq. It was frequently in news due to Kurdish 
Peshmerga fighters. Mosul is a major city in 
northern Iraq. It was also in news due to frequent 
conflicts between ethnic tribes in the region. 
Mazar-i-Sharif is located in Afghanistan.

Q.38.(b)  In the Federation established by The Government 
of India Act of 1935, residuary powers were 
given to the Governor General.

Q.39.(a)  First statement is correct. Speaker vacates his 
office earlier in the following three cases:

 1. if he ceases to be a member of the assembly;
 2. if he resigns by writing to the deputy speaker; 

and
 3. if he is removed by a resolution passed by a 

majority of all the then members of the assembly.
 The second statement is incorrect because 

even if the Legislative assembly is dissolved, 
the Speaker does not vacate his/her office 
immediately and holds the post till first meeting 
of the new assembly.

Q.40.(b)

Q.41.(c)  First statement is correct. As per Article 361 of 
the Indian Constitution, the President, or the 
Governor or Rajpramukh of a State, shall not 
be answerable to any court for the exercise and 
performance of the powers and duties of his 
office or for any act done or purporting to be 
done by him in the exercise and performance of 
those powers and duties. The second statement is 
also correct. As per Indian constitution, Governor 
shall be entitled to such emoluments, allowances, 
and privileges as are specified in the Second 
Schedule, and the emoluments and allowances of 
the Governor shall not be diminished during his 
term of office.

Q.42.(d)  Bani Thani is an Indian miniature painting 
painted by Nihal Chand from the Marwar school 
of Kishangarh.

Q.43.(c)  Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) 
is a transportable system that intercepts ballistic 
missiles inside or outside the atmosphere. It is an 
American anti-ballistic missile defense system 
designed to shoot down short, medium, and 
intermediate-range ballistic missiles. 

Q.44.(b) The first statement is incorrect because most 
of the Tyagaraja Kritis are devotional songs in 
praise of Lord Ram and not Krishna. The second 
statement is correct. Tyagaraja created several 
new ragas. The third statement is incorrect 
because while Annamacharya was a 15th-century 
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saint, Tyagaraja was the 18th-century saint. 
They were not contemporaries. The fourth 
statement is correct because Annamacarya was 
a 15th-century Hindu saint and is the earliest 
known Indian musician to compose songs called 
Sankirtana in praise of the god Venkateswara, a 
form of Vishnu.

Q.45.(c)  As per the World Justice Project, the definition of 
the rule of law is comprised of the following four 
universal principles:

 • The government, as well as private actors, are 
accountable under the law.

 • The laws are clear, publicized, stable, and just; 
are applied evenly; and protect fundamental 
rights, including the security of persons and 
property and certain core human rights.

 • The processes by which the laws are enacted, 
administered, and enforced are accessible, fair, 
and efficient.

 • Justice is delivered timely by competent, 
ethical, and independent representatives and 
neutrals who are accessible and have adequate 
resources.

 People’s response to the Government is thus not 
a part of Rule of Law.

Q.46.(b) Legal tender is any official medium of payment 
recognized by law that can be used to extinguish 
a public or private debt or meet a financial 
obligation. The national currency is legal 
tender in practically every country. A creditor 
is obligated to accept legal tender toward 
repayment of a debt.

Q.47.(c) Opportunity cost is a benefit, profit, or value of 
something that must be given up to acquire 
or achieve something else. If a commodity is 
provided free to the public by Government, 
then opportunity cost is transferred from the 
consumers of the product to the taxpaying public. 
Neither the opportunity cause is zero in this case 
nor it is ignored in this case.

Q.48.(c) Increase in absolute and per capita real GNP 
does not connote a higher level of economic 
development if poverty and unemployment 
increases. 

Q.49.(c) Human capital refers to the stock of “skill and 
expertise” embodied in humans. Going by this 
definition first and the fourth option can be 
eliminated. Also, human capital includes the 
intangible assets such as the knowledge base 
of the employees and is often measured by the 
quality of the product.

Q.50.(d) Capital formation is a term used to describe the 
net capital accumulation during an accounting 
period for a particular country, and the term 
refers to additions of capital stock, such as 
equipment, tools, transportation assets and 
electricity. However, despite being a high saving 
economy, the capital formation may not result in 
significant increase in output due to High capital-
output ratio i.e higher investment made and the 
lower return earned.

Q.51.(c) The Santhal Revolt took place in 1855-56.This 
was the first peasant movement which took 
place in India. It was after the Santhal Revolt 
(1855-56) that the Santhal Pargana was created, 
carving out 5,500 square miles from the districts 
of Bhagalpur and Birbhum.

Q.52.(c)  Commercialization of Indian agriculture started 
post 1813 when the industrial revolution 
in England gained pace. A major economic 
impact of the British policies in India was the 
introduction of a large number of commercial 
crops such as tea, coffee, indigo, opium, cotton, 
jute, sugarcane and oilseed.

Q.53.(b) If the president is satisfied on receipt of a 
report from the governor or otherwise that a 
situation has arisen in which the Government 
in a state cannot be carried in accordance with 
the provisions of the Constitution, he / she is 
empowered to proclaim an emergency. The 
result would be that:

 • President may assume to himself all or any of 
the functions of the state or he may vest all or any 
of those functions in the Governor or any other 
such authority.

 • President may declare that powers of the 
state legislatures shall be exercisable by the 
parliament.

 • President may make any other incidental or 
consequential provisions necessary to give effect 
to the object of proclamation.

 Note: Suspension of fundamental right arises 
during national emergency. And It is council of 
minister is dissolved not state assembly.

Q.54.(a)  • Puthukkuli shawls are made by Todas of Nilgiri 
hills in Tamil Nadu. Thus, option 1 is correct.

 • Sujani (also known as Sujini) is a form of 
embroidery originating from the Bhusura village 
of Bihar. Thus, option 2 is incorrect.

 • Uppada Jamdani Sari is a silk sari style woven 
in the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. Thus, 
option 3 is incorrect.
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Q.55.(d) GPS has become a widely deployed and useful 
tool for commerce, scientific uses, tracking, and 
surveillance. GPS’s accurate time facilitates 
everyday activities such as banking, mobile 
phone operations, and even the control of power 
grids by allowing well synchronized hand-off 
switching. Thus, all three options are correct.

Q.56.(b) RBI manages securities of both Central and State 
governments. Treasury Bills are issued only 
by the central government in India. The State 
governments do not issue any treasury bills.

 T-Bills are issued on discount to face value, 
while the holder gets the face value on maturity. 
The return on T-Bills is the difference between 
the issue price and face value. Thus, return on 
T-Bills depends upon auctions.

Q.57.(8*)
Q.58.(c) These are cyber attacks.
Q.59.(*) 
Q.60.(d) The Holocene extinction, otherwise referred to as 

the Sixth extinction or Anthropocene extinction, 
is the ongoing extinction event of species during 
the present Holocene epoch, mainly as a result of 
human activity.

Q.61.(a) The Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System 
(IRNSS) is an independent satellite based 
regional system developed indigenously by 
India on par with with US-based GPS, Russia’s 
Glonass and Galileo developed by Europe. It 
was renamed ‘Navic’ (Navigation with Indian 
Constellation).

 It provides location tracking within 20 meters 
of actual positions, especially in 1,500 km area 
around the country’s borders. Thus statement 2 
is incorrect.

 ISRO opted for seven satellites –three in 
geostationary and four (as two pairs) in 
geosynchronous orbits — to provide the best 
navigation services. Thus statement 1 is correct.

Q.62.(d)

Q.63.(b) DMH (Dhara Mustard Hybrid)-11 is genetically 
modified variety of Herbicide Tolerant (HT) 
mustard. It was developed by Centre for Genetic 
Manipulation of Crop Plants at Delhi University 
under Government sponsored project. Thus 
statement 3 is incorrect and only one option is 
left. Correct answer is Option B.

Q.64.(b) The Belle experiment was a particle physics 
experiment conducted by the Belle Collaboration, 
an international collaboration of more than 400 

physicists and engineers, at the High Energy 
Accelerator Research Organisation (KEK) in 
Tsukuba, Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan.

 CRISPR is a dynamic, versatile tool that allows 
us to target nearly any genomic location and 
potentially repair broken genes. It can remove, 
add or alter specific DNA sequences in the 
genome of higher organisms.CAS-9 (CRISPR-
associated protein 9) is an enzyme.

Q.65.(a) The CO2 fertilization effect or carbon 
fertilization effect suggests that the increase of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere increases the 
rate of photosynthesis in plants. The effect varies 
depending on the plant species, the temperature, 
and the availability of water and nutrients.

Q.66.(c) 
Q.67.(b) Solar energy tariff are fixed by auction/tender 

floated by Solar Energy Corporation of India 
(“SECI”). Thus statement 2 is correct.

 Thus statement 1 is incorrect.
Q.68.(d) By the late 17th century Bengal had begun to 

emerge as an important source of supplies that 
the East India Company could purchase Goods 
like cotton cloth, opium, saltpeter, sugar and silk 
for sale in Europe.

Q.69.(c)

Q.70.(d) The Hind Mazdoor Sabha is a national trade 
union centre in India. The HMS was founded 
in Howrah in west bengal on 29 December 
1948, by socialists, Forward Bloc followers and 
independent unionists. Its founders included 
Basawon Singh (Sinha), Ashok Mehta, R.S. 
Ruikar, Maniben Kara, Shibnath Banerjee, R.A. 
Khedgikar, T.S. Ramanujam, V.S. Mathur, G.G. 
Mehta. R.S. Ruikar was elected president and 
Ashok Mehta general secretary.

Q.71.(b) Sthanakavasi is a sect of Svetambara Jainism 
founded by a merchant named Lavaji in 1653 
AD. It believes that idol worship is not essential 
in the path of soul purification and attainment 
of Nirvana/Moksha. The sect is essentially a 
reformation of the one founded on teachings 
of Lonka, a fifteenth-century Jain reformer. 
Sthanakavasins accept thirty-two of the Jain 
Agamas, the Svetambara canon. Svetambarins 
who are not Sthanakavasins are mostly part of 
the Murtipujaka sect.

Q.72.(a) The Buland Darwaza at Fatehpur Sikri 
incorporates almost all the essential features of 
Akbar’s architectural traditions: red sandstone, 
stone carvings, relief by inserting white marble.
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 Whereas Imambara instead of stones and marble, 
brick and lime were used. Thus statement 2 is 
incorrect.

Q.73.(b) 
Q.74.(c)  According to Buddhist tradition, Maitreya is a 

bodhisattva who will appear on Earth in the future, 
achieve complete enlightenment, and teach the 
pure dharma. According to scriptures, Maitreya 
will be a successor to the present Buddha, Gautama 
Buddha (also known as Śākyamuni Buddha).

Q.75.(c)

Q.76.(d)

Q.77.(a)  Kodaikanal Lake, also known as Kodai Lake is a 
manmade lake located in the Kodaikanal city in 
Dindigul district in Tamil Nadu, India. 

Q.78.(c) Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana is 
the flagship scheme under ministry of skill 
development and entrepreneurship.

Q.79.(a)

Q.80.(b)

Q.81.(b)  Sand mining leads to saline¬water intrusion 
from the nearby sea to rivers. Thus Salinity 
increase. Thus statement 1 is incorrect. Only 
option remaining is Option B.

Q.82.(b)  Statement 1 is incorrect because A high content 
of organic matter increases water holding 
capacity. Only option remaining is Option B.

Q.83.(b)

Q.84.(d)

Q.85.(a)

Q.86.(b) Seemai Karuvelam (Prosopis juliflora) tree 
species are native to West Africa. It was brought 
to Tamil Nadu in 1960s as fuelwood. It disrupts 
the local ecosystem of its habitation by soaking 
in all the ground water near it. It is an invasive 
species that has infiltrated the water bodies and 
dry lands of Tamil Nadu.

Q.87.(d) 
Q.88.(c) The UNFCCC secretariat launched its Climate 

Neutral Now initiative in 2015. The following 
year, the secretariat launched a new pillar under 
its Momentum for Change initiative focused on 
Climate Neutral Now, as part of larger efforts to 
showcase successful climate action around the 
world.

Q.89.(b)

Q.90.(c) The Catalonia region, in northeastern Spain, 
is known for the lively beach resorts of Costa 
Brava as well as the Pyrenees Mountains.

 Crimea: Ukraine, Crimea is a peninsula on 
the northern coast of the Black Sea in Eastern 
Europe that is almost completely surrounded by 
both the Black Sea and the smaller Sea of Azov 
to the northeast.

 Mindanao is the second largest island in the 
Philippines. Mindanao and the smaller islands 
surrounding it make up the island group of the 
same name.

 Oromia is one of the nine ethnically based 
regional states of Ethiopia.

Q.91.(b) Air India was nationalized in – 1953.
 Imperial Bank of India renamed as State Bank of 

India in – 1955.
 The first democratically elected communist 

government in state of India is kerala in– 1957.
 Goa became a part of independent India – 1961
Q.92.(c) 
Q.93.(b)

Q.94.(a) Pakke Tiger Reserve, also known as Pakhui 
Tiger Reserve, is a Project Tiger reserve in the 
East Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh in 
northeastern India.

Q.95.(a) 
Q.96.(b) Capital infusion in public sector banks has not 

steadily increased in the last decade. For example 
capital infusion in FY 2009-2010 was 1200 crore, 
FY 2010-2011 was 20117.23 croere, FY 2012-
2013 was 12500 crores, in FY 2014-15 were 6990 
crores while in FY 2016-17 were 25000 crores.

Q.97.(c) Cereal grains hulled , HSN code 0407 – Birds’ 
Eggs In Shell Fresh preserved Or Cooked, 
Newspapers Journals And Periodicals Whether 
Or Not Illustrated Or Containing Advertising 
Material.

 Fish processed and canned has 5% GST. Live 
fish and not processed fish has 0% GST. Thus 
Statement 3 is incorrect.

Q.98.(a)

Q.99.(d)

Q.100.(b) Statement 1 is incorrect: Ministry of Commerce 
has implemented the National Programme for 
Organic Production (NPOP) since 2001 and 
operated under that ministry.

 Statement 2 is correct: APEDA functions as the 
Secretariat for the implementation of National 
Programme for Organic Production (NPOP)

 Statement 3 is correct: In January 2016, Sikkim 
became India‘s first 100 per cent organic state.
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Q.1.  Consider the following three-dimensional figure:
 How many triangles does the above figure have?

 
 (a) 18 (b) 20
 (c) 22 (d) 24
Q.2.  Consider the following sum:
 l+1l+2l+l3+l1= 21l 
 In the above sum, lstands for
 (a) 4 (b) 5
 (c) 6 (d) 8
Q.3.  Consider the following pattern of numbers:
 8     10    15    13
 6      5      7      4
 4      6      8      8
 6     11     16    ? 
 What is the number at ? in the above pattern?
 (a) 17 (b) 19
 (c) 21 (d) 23
Q.4.  How many diagonals can be drawn by joining the 

vertices of an octagon?
 (a) 20 (b) 24
 (c) 28 (d) 64
Q.5.  The figure drawn below gives the velocity graphs 

of two vehicles A and B, the straight line OKP 
represents the velocity of vehicle A at any instant, 
whereas the horizontal straight line CKD represents 
the velocity of vehicle B at any instant. In the figure, 
D is the point where perpendicular from P meets the 
horizontal line CKD such that PD = 1/2 LD:
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 What is the ratio between the distance covered by 
vehicles A and B in the time interval OL?

 (a) 1 : 2 (b) 2 : 3
 (c) 3 : 4 (d) 1 : 1
Q.6.  A train 200 metres long is moving at the rate of 40 

kmph. In how many seconds will it cross a man 
standing near the railway line?

 (a) 12 (b) 15
 (c) 16 (d) 18
 Passage - 1

 Read the following four passages and answer 
the items that follow. Your answers to these items 
should be based on the passages only.

 Global population was around 1.6 billion in 1990 
today it is around 7.2 billion and growing. Recent 
estimates on population growth predict a global 
population of 9.6 billion in 2050 and 10.9 billion 
in 2100. Unlike Europe and North America, where 
only three to four percent of population is engaged 
in agriculture, dependent upon agriculture. Even 
if India the manufacturing sector picks up, it is 
expected that around 2030 when India country, 
nearly 42 percent of India's population will still be 
predominantly dependent on agriculture.

Q.7.  Which of the following is the most logical and 
rational inference that can be made from the above 
passage?

 (a) Prosperity of agriculture sector is of critical 
importance to India.

 (b) Indian economy greatly depends on its 
agriculture.

 (c) India should take strict measures to control its 
repaid population growth

 (d) India's farming communities should switch over 
to other occupations to improve their economic 
conditions.

 Passage - 2

 Many pathogens that cause foodborne illnesses are  
unknown. Food contamination can occur at any 
stage from farm to plate. Since most cases of food 
poisoning go unreported, the true extent of global 
foodborne illnesses is unknown. Improvements in 
international monitoring have led to greater public 
awareness, yet the rapid globalization of food 
production increases consumer's vulnerability by 
making food harder  to regulate and trace. "We have 
the world on our plate", say an official of WHO.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER II

Railway Minister, Piyush Goyal flagged off a new Humsafar Jodhpur Bandra Express.
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Q.8.  Which of the following is the most logical corollary 
to the above passage?

 (a) With more options for food come more risks.
 (b) Food processing is the source of all foodborne 

illnesses.
 (c) We should depend on locally produced food 

only.
 (d) Globalization of food production should be 

curtailed.
 Passage - 3

 I am a scientist, privileged to be somebody who tries 
to understand  nature using the tools of science. But 
it is also clear that there are some really important 
questions that science cannot really answer, such as 
: Why is there something instead of nothing? Why 
are we here? In those domains, I have found that 
fait provides a better path to answers. I find it oddly 
anachronistic that in today's culture there seems to 
be a widespread presumption that scientific and 
spiritual views are incompatible.

Q.9.  Which of the following is the most logical sand 
rational inference that can be made from the above 
passage?

 (a) It is the faith and not science that can finally 
solve all the problems of mankind.

 (b) Science and faith can be mutually complementary 
if their proper domains  are understood.

 (c) there are some very fundamental questions 
which cannot be answered by either science or 
faith.

 (d) In today's culture, scientific views are given more 
importance than spiritual views.

Passage - 4

 Though I have discarded much of past tradition and 
custom, and am anxious that India should rid herself 
of all shackles that bind and contain her and divide 
her people, and suppress vast numbers of them, and 
prevent the free development of the body and the 
spirit; though I seek all this, yet I do not wish to cut 
myself off from that past completely. I am proud of 
that great inheritance that has been and is, ours and 
I am conscious that I too, like all of us, am a link in 
that unbroken chain which goes back to the dawn 
of history in the immemorial past of India.

Q.10.  The author wants India to rid herself of certain past 
bonds because

 (a) he is not able to see the relevance of the past 
(b) there is not much to be proud of

 (c) he is not interested in the history of India 
(d) they obstruct her physical and spiritual growth

 Directions for the following (three) items :

 The following three items are based on the graph 
given below which shows imports of three different 
types of steel over a period of six months of a year. 
Study the graph and answer the three items that 
follow.
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 The figures in the brackets indicate the average cost 
per ton over six months period.

Q.11.  By how much (measured in thousands of tons) did 
the import of sheet steel exceed the import of coil 
steel in the first three months of the year?

 (a) 11 (b) 15
 (c) 19 (d) 23
Q.12.  What was the approximate total value (in $) of sheet 

steel imported over the six months period?
 (a) 45,555 (b) 50,5555
 (c) 55,550 (d) 65,750
Q.13.  What was the approximate ratio of sheet steel and 

scrap steel imports in the first three months of the 
year?

 (a) 1 : 1 (b) 1.2 : 1
 (c) 1.4 : 1 (d) 1.6 : 1
 Direction for the following (three) items:

 Rotated positions of a single solid are shown below. 
The various faces of the solid are marked with 
different symbols like dots, cross and line. Answer 
the three items that follow the given figures.

 
     (I)                (II)              (III)            (IV)

India has successfully test-fired it’s indigenously developed nuclear-capable long-range ballistic 
Missile Agni-5.
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Q.14.  What is the symbol on the face opposite to that 
containing a single dot?

 (a) Four dots (b) Three dots
 (c) Two dots (d) Cross
Q.15.  What is the symbol on the face opposite to that 

containing two dots?
 (a) Single dot (b) Three dots
 (c) four dots (d) Line
Q.16.  What is the symbol in the face opposite to that 

containing the cross?
 (a) Single dot (b) Two dots
 (c) Line (d) Four dots
 Direction for the following (four) items:

 Read the following passage and answer the four 
items that follow. Your answers to these items should 
be based on the passage only.

 It is not longer enough for us to talk about providing 
for universal access to education. Making available 
schooling facilities is an essential prerequisite, but is 
insufficient to ensure that all children attend school 
and participate in the learning process. The school 
may be there, but children may not attend or they 
may drop out after a few months. Through school 
and social mapping, we must address the entire 
gamut of social, economic, cultural and indeed 
linguistic and pedagogic issue, factors that prevent 
children from weaker sections and disadvantaged 
groups, as also girls, from regularly attending and 
complementing elementary education. The focus 
must be on the poorest and most vulnerable since 
these groups are the most disempowered and at the 
greatest risk of violation or denial of their right to 
education. 

 The right to education goes beyond free and 
compulsory education to include quality education 
for all. Quality is an integral part of the right to 
education. If the education process lacks quality, 
children are being denied their right. The Right of 
Children to free and Compulsory Education Act lays 
down that the curriculum should provide for learning 
through activities, exploration and discovery. This 
places an obligation on us to change our perception 
of children as passive receivers of knowledge, and 
to move beyond the convention of using textbook 
as the basis of examinations. The teaching-learning 
process must become stress-free; and a massive 
programme for curricular reform should be initiated 
to provide for a child-friendly learning system, 
that is more relevant and empowering. Teacher 
accountability systems and processes must ensure 

that children are learning, and that their right to 
learn in a child-friendly environment is not violated. 
Testing and assessment systems must be reexamined 
and redesigned to ensure that these do not force 
children to struggle between school and tuition 
centers, and bypass childhood.

Q.17.  According to the passage, which of the following  
is/are of a paramount importance under the Right 
to Education?

 1.  Sending of children to school by all parents

 2.  Provision of adequate physical infrastructure in 
schools

 3. Curricular reforms for developing child-friendly 
learning system

 Select the correct answer using the code given below.

 (a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only

 (c) 3 only (d) None of the above

Q.18.  With reference to the above passage, the following 
assumptions have been made:

 1.  The Right to Education guarantees teachers'  
  accountability for the learning process of  
  children.

 2. The Right to Education guarantees 100%  
  enrolment of children in the schools.

 3. The Right to Education intends to take full  
  advantage of demographic dividend.

  Which of the above assumptions is/are valid?

 (a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only

 (c) 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Q.19.  According to the passage, which one of the following 
is critical n bringing quality in education?

 (a) Ensuring regular attendance of children as well 
as teachers in school

 (b) Giving pecuniary benefits to teachers to motivate  
them

 (c) Understanding the socio-cultural background of 
children

 (d) Inculcating learning through activates and 
discovery

Q.20.  What is the essential message  in this passage?

 (a) The Right to Education now is a Fundamental  
Right. 

 (b) The Right to Education enables the children of 
poor and weaker sections of the society to attend 
schools.

Ministry of Culture, Government of India has introduced a new scheme namely 
‘Seva Bhoj Yojna’.
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 (c) The Right to free and compulsory education 
should include quality education for all.

 (d) The Government as well as parents should 
ensure that all children attend schools.

Q.21.  If LSJXVC is the code for MUMBAI, the code for 
DELHI is

 (a) CCIDD (b) CDKGH

 (c) CCJFG (d) CCIFE

Q.22.  If RAMON is written as 12345 and DINESH as 
6785849, then  HAMAM will be written as

 (a) 92233 (b) 92323

 (c) 93322 (d) 93232

Q.23.  If X is between -3 and -1, and Y is between -1 and 
1, then X2 - Y2 is in between which of the following?

 (a) -9 and 1 (b) -9 and -1

 (c) 0 and 8 (d) 0 and 9

Q.24.  X and Y are natural numbers other than 1, and Y is 
greater than X . Which of the following represents 
the largest number?

 (a) XY (b) X/Y

 (c) Y/X (d) (X+Y)/XY

 Directions for the following (two) items:

 Read the following information and answer the two 
items that follow.

 The plan of an office block for six officers A, B, 
C, D, E and F is as follows : Both B and C occupy 
offices  to the right of the corridor (as one enters 
the office block) and A occupies on the left of the 
corridor. E and F occupy offices on opposite sides of 
the corridor but their offices do not face each other. 
The offices of C and D face each other. E does not 
have a corner office. F's office is further down the 
corridor than A's, but on the same side.

Q.25.  If E sits in his office and faces the corridor, whose 
office is to his left?

 (a) A (b) B

 (c) C (d) D

Q.26. Who is/are F's immediate neighbour/ neighbours?

 (a) A only (b) A and D

 (c) C only (d) B and C

 Direction for the following (Seven) items:

 Read the following four passage and answer the 
items that follow. Your answers to these items should 
be based on the passage only.

 Passage - 1

 'Desertification' is a term used to explain a process 
of decline in the biological productivity of an 
ecosystem, leading to total loss of productivity. 
While this phenomenon is often linked to the arid, 
semi-arid and sub-humid ecosystems, even in the 
humid tropics, the impact could be most dramatic. 
Impoverishment of human-impacted terrestrial 
ecosystems may exhibit itself in a variety of ways; 
accelerated erosion as in the mountain regions of 
the country, salinization of land as in the semi-arid 
and arid 'green revolution' areas of the country, 
e.g., Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh and site 
quality decline a common phenomenon due to 
general monoculture of rice/wheat across the Indian 
plains. A major consequence of deforestation is that 
it relate to adverse alterations in the hydrology and 
related soil and nutrient losses. The consequences 
of deforestation invariably arise out of site 
degradation through erosive losses. Tropical Asia, 
Africa and South America have the highest levels 
of erosion. The already high rates for the tropics 
are increasing at an alarming rate (e.g., through 
the major river systems Ganga and Brahmapurta, 
in the Indian context), due to deforestation and 
ill-suited land management practices subsequent 
to forest clearing. In the mountain context, the 
declining moisture retention of the mountain 
soils, drying up of the underground springs and 
smaller rivers in the Himalayan region could be 
attributed to drastic changes in the forest cover. 
An indirect consequence is drastic alteration in 
the upland-lowland interaction, mediated through 
water. The current concern the tea planter of 
Assam has is about the damage to tea plantations 
due to frequent inundation along the flood-plains 
of Brahmaputra, and the damage to tea plantation 
and the consequent loss in tea productivity is due to 
rising level of the river bottom because of siltation 
and the changing course of the river system. The 
ultimate consequence of  site desertification are soil 
degradation, alternation in available water and its 
quality, and the consequent decline in food, fodder 
and fuel wood yields essential for the economic 
well-being of rural communities.

Q.27.  According to the passage, which of the following 
are the consequences of decline in forest cover?

  1. Los of topsoil
 2. Loss of smaller river
 3. Adverse effect on agricultural production
 4. Declining of groundwater

Odisha Government has launched health insurance scheme "Gopabandhu Sambadika 
Swasthya Bima Yojana".
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 Select the correct answer using the code given below.
 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only (b) 2, 3 and 4 only
 (c) 1 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Q.28.  Which of the following is/ are the correct inference/

inferences that can be made from the passage?
 1. Deforestation can cause changes in the course 

of rivers.
 2. Salinization of land takes place due to human 

activities only.
 3. Intense monoculture practice in plains is a major 

reason for desertification in Tropical Asia, Africa 
and South America.

 Select the correct answer using the code given below.
 (a) 1 only
 (b) 1 and 2 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only
 (d) None of the above is a correct infference
Q.29.  With reference to 'desertification', as described in 

the passage, the following assumptions have been 
made:

 1. Desertification is a phenomenon in tropical areas 
only.

 2. Deforestation invariably leads to floods and 
desertification

 Which of the above assumptions is /are valid?
 (a) 1 only (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
 Passage - 2

 A diversity of natural assets will be needed to 
cope with climate change and ensure productive 
agriculture, forestry, and fisheries. For example, 
crop varieties are needed that perform well under 
drought, heat, and enhanced CO2. But the private 
-sector and farmer-led process of choosing crops 
fovours homogeneity adapted to past or current 
conditions, not varieties capable of producing 
consistently high yields in warmer, wetter, or drier 
conditions. Accelerated breeding programmes 
are needed to conserve a wider pool of genetic 
resources of existing crops, breeds, and their wild 
relatives. Relatively intact ecosystems, such as 
forested catchments, mangroves, wetlands, can 
buffer the impacts of climate change. Under a 
changing climate, these ecosystems are themselves 
at risk, and management approaches will need to be 
more proactive and adaptive. Connections between 
natural areas, such as migration corridors, may be 

needed to facilitate species movements to keep up 
with the change in climate.

Q.30.  With reference to the above passage, which of the 
following would assist us in coping with the climate 
change?

 1. Conservation of natural water sources
 2. Conservation of wider gene pool
 3. Existing crop management practices
 4. Migration corridors
 Select the correct answer using the code given below.
 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only (b) 1, 2 and 4 only
 (c) 3 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Q.31.  With reference to the above passage, the following 

assumptions have been made:
 1. Diversification of livelihoods acts as a coping 

strategy for climate change.
 2. Adoption of mono cropping practice leads to 

the extinction of plant varieties and their wild 
relatives.

 Which of the above assumptions is/are valid?
 (a) 1only (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
 Passage - 3

 Today, the top environmental challenge is a 
combination of people and their aspirations. If the 
aspirations are more like the frugal ones we had 
after the Second World War, a lot more is possible 
than if we view the planet as a giant shopping mall. 
We need to the beyond the fascination with glitter 
and understand that the planet works as a biological 
system.

Q.32.  Which of the following is the most crucial and 
logical inference that can be made from the above 
passage?

 (a) The Earth can meet only the basic need of 
humans for food, clothing and shelter.

 (b) The only way to meet environmental challenge 
is to limit human population.

 (c) Reducing our consumerism is very much in our  
own interest.

 (d) Knowledge of biological systems can only help 
us save this planet.

 Passage - 4

 Some people believe that leadership is a quality 
which you have at birth or not at all. this theory is 

Justice Krishna Murari has taken charge as the Chief Justice of the Punjab and   
Haryana High Court.
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false, for the art of leadership can be acquired and 
can indeed be taught. This discovery is made in 
time  of war and the results achieved can surprise 
even the instructions. Faced with the alternatives of 
going left or right, every soldier soon grasps that a 
prompt decision either way is better than and endless 
discussion. A firm choice of direction has an even 
chance of being right while to do nothing will be 
almost certainly wrong.

Q.33.  The author of the passage holds the view that
 (a) leadership can be thought through war experience  

only 
 (b) leadership can be acquired as well as thought
 (c) the results of training show that more people 

acquire leadership than are expected
 (d) despite rigorous instruction, very few leaders 

are produced
Q.34.  A number consists of three digits of which the middle 

one is zero and their sum is 4. If the number formed 
by interchanging the first and last digits is greater 
than the number itself by 198, then the difference 
between the first and last digits is-

 (a) 1 (b) 2
 (c) 3 (d) 4
Q.35.  A solid cube of 3 cm side, paited on all its faces, is 

cut up into small cubes of 1 cm side. How many of 
the small cubes will have exactly two painted faces?

 (a) 12 (b) 8
 (c) 6 (d) 4
Q.36.  While writing all the numbers from 700 to 1000, how 

many numbers occur in which the digit at hundred's 
place is greater than the digit at ten's place, and the 
digit at ten's place is greater than the digit at unit's 
place?

 (a) 61 (b) 64
 (c) 85 (d) 91
Q.37.  If Pen < Pencil, Pencil < Book and Book > Cap, 

then which one of the following is always true?
 (a) Pen > Cap (b) Pen < Book
 (c) Pencil = Cap (d) Pencil > Cap
Q.38.  A bookseller sold 'a' number of Geography textbook 

at the rate of Rs x per book, 'a +2' number of History 
textbooks at the rate of Rs (x+2) per book and 'a-2' 
number of Mathematics textbooks at the rate of Rs. 
(x-2) per book. What is his total sale in Rs.?

 (a) 3x+ 3a (b) 3ax + 8
 (c) 9ax (d) x3 a3

Q.39.  A bag contains 15 red balls and 20 black balls. 
Each ball is numbered either 1 or 2 or 3. 20% of 
the red balls are numbered 1 and 40% of them are 
numbered 3. Similarly, among the black balls, 45% 
are numbered 2 and 30% are numbered 3. A boy 
picks a ball at random. he wins if the ball is red and 
numbered 3 or if it is black and numbered 1 or 2. 
What are the chances of his winning?

 (a) 1/2 (b) 4/7
 (c) 5/9 (d) 12/13
Q.40.  Two persons, A and B are running on a circular 

track. At the start, B is ahead of A and their positions 
make an angle of 300 at the centre of the circle. 
When A reaches the point diametrically opposite to 
his starting point, he meets B. What is the ratio of 
speeds of A and B, if they are running with uniform 
speeds?

 (a) 6 : 5 (b) 4 : 3
 (c) 6 : 1 (d) 4 : 2
Q.41.  A student has to get 40% marks to pass in an 

examination. Suppose he gets 30 marks and fails 
by 30 marks, then what are the maximum marks in 
the examination?

 (a) 100 (b) 120
 (c) 150 (d) 300
Q.42.  19 boys turn out for playing hockey. Of these, 11 are 

wearing hockey shirts and 14 are wearing hockey 
paints . There are no boys without shirts and/or 
pants. What is the number of boys wearing full 
uniform?

 (a) 3 (b) 5
 (c) 6 (d) 8

Directions for the following (six) items:

 Read the information given below and answer the 
six items that follow.

 A, B, C and D are students. They are studying in four 
different cities, viz., P, Q, R and S (not necessarily 
n that order). They are studying in Science college, 
Arts college, commerce college and Engineering 
college (not necessarily in that order), which are 
situated in four different states, viz., Gujarat, 
Rajasthan, Assam and Kerala (not necessarily in 
that order). Further, it is given that-

 i. D is studying in Assam
  ii. Arts college is located in city S which is in  

  Rajasthan
 iii. A is studying in commerce college
 iv. B is studying in city Q

The Chandrabhaga beach on the Konark coast of Odisha will be the first in Asia to get the Blue 
Flag certification.



UPSC pre

104 MICA  AUGUST 2018

 v. Science college is located in Kerala
Q.43.  A is studying in
 (a) Rajasthan (b) Gujarat
 (c) City Q (d) Kerala
Q.44.  Science college is located in - 
 (a) City Q (b) City S
 (c) City R (d) City P
Q.45.  C is studying in
 (a) Science college (b) Rajasthan
 (c) Gujarat (d) City Q
Q.46.  Which one of the following statements is correct?
 (a) D is not studying in city S.
 (b) A is studying in Science college.
 (c) A is studying in Kerala.
 (d) Engineering college is located in Gujarat.
Q.47.  Which one of the following statements is correct 

regarding engineering college?
 (a) C is studying there 
 (b) B is studying there
 (c) It is located in Gujarat 
 (d) D is studying there
Q.48.  Which one of the following statements is correct?
 (a) Engineering college is located in Assam 

(b) City Q is situated in Assam
 (c) C is studying in Kerala
 (d) B is studying in Gujarat
 Direction for the following (eight) items:

 Passage - 1

 All actions to address climate change ultimately 
involve costs. Funding is vital in order for countries 
like India to design and implement adaptation 
and mitigation plans and projects. The problem is 
more severe for developing countries like India, 
which would be one of the hardest hit by climate 
change, given its need to finance development. 
Most countries do indeed treat climate change as 
real threat and are striving to address it in a more 
comprehensive and integrated manner with the 
limited resources at their disposal.

Q.49.  With reference to the above passage, the following 
assumptions have been made.

 1. Climate change is not a challenge for developed  
  countries.

 2. Climate change is a complex policy issue and  
  also a development issue for many countries.

 3. Ways and means of finance must be found  
  to enable developing countries to enhance their  
  adaptive capactiy.

 Which of the above assumptions is/are valid?
 (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 3 only
  (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
 Passage - 2

 Cooking with biomass and coal in India is now 
recognized to cause major health problems, with 
women and children in poor populations facing the 
greatest risk. There are more than 10 lakh premature 
deaths each year from household air pollution due 
to polluting cooking fuels with another 1.5 lakh due 
to their contribution to general outdoor air pollution 
in the country. Although the fraction of the Indian 
population using clean cooking fuels, such as LPG, 
natural gas and electricity, is slowly rising, the 
number using polluting solid fuels as their primary 
cooking fuel has remained static for nearly 30 years 
at about 70 crore.

Q.50.  Which of the following is the most crucial and 
logical inference that can be made from the above 
passage?

 (a) Rural people are given up the use of polluting  
  solid fuels due to their increasing awareness of  
  health hazards.

 (b) Subsidizing the use of clean cooking fuels will  
  solve the problem of India's indoor air pollution.

 (c) India should increase its import of natural gas  
  and produce more electricity.

 (d) Access to cooking gas can reduce premature  
  deaths in poor households.

 Passage - 3

 Scientific knowledge has its dangers, but so has 
every great thing. Over and beyond the dangers 
with which it threatens the present, it opens up as 
nothing else can, the vision of a possible happy 
world; a world  a world without poverty, without 
war with little illness. Science, whatever unpleasant  
consequences it may have by the way, is in its very 
nature a liberator.

Q.51.  Which one of the following is the most important 
implication of the passage?

 (a) A happy world is a dream of science.
 (b) Science only can build a happy world, but it is 

also the only major threat.
 (c) A happy world is not possible without science
 (d) A happy world is not at all possible with or 

without science.

Noted journalist and chief editor of Malayalam daily 'Janmabhoomi', Leela Menon has passed 
away. She was 85.
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 Passage - 4

 The Arctic's vast reserves of fossil fuel, fish and 
mineral are now accessible for a longer period in a 
year. But unlike Antarctica, with is protected from 
exploitation by the Antarctic Treaty framed during 
the Cold War and is not subject territorial claims by 
any country, there is no legal regime protecting the 
Arctic from industrialization, especially at a time 
when the world craves for more and more resources. 
The distinct possibility of ice-free summer has 
prompted countries with Arctic coastline to 
scramble for great chunks of the melting ocean.

Q.52.  Which one of the following is the most important 
implication of the passage?

 (a) India can have territorial claims in the Arctic 
territory and free access to its resources.

 (b) Melting of summer ice in the Arctic leads to 
changes in the geopolitics.

 (c) The Arctic region will solve the world's future 
problem of resources crunch.

 (d) The Arctic region has more resources than 
Antarctica.

Passage - 5

 Being a member of the WTO, India is bound by the 
agreements that have been signed and ratified by its 
members, including itself. According to Article 6 
of the Agriculture Agreement, providing minimum 
support prices for agricultural products is considered 
distorting and is subject to limits. The subsidy 
arising from 'minimal supports' cannot exceed 10 
percent of the value of agricultural production for 
developing countries. PDS in India entails minimum 
support prices and public stockholding of food 
grains. It is possible that, in some years, the subsidy 
to producers will exceed 10 percent of the value of 
agricultural production.

Q.53.  What is the crucial message conveyed by the above 
passage?

 (a) Ind should revise its PDS.
 (b) India should not be a member of WTO.
 (c) For India, food security collides with trade.
 (d) India provides food security to its poor.
 Passage - 6

 India's educational system is modelled on the 
mass education system that developed in the 19th 
century in Europe and later spread around the world. 
The goal of the system is to condition children as 
'good' citizens and productive workers. This suited 
the industrial age that needed the constant supply 

of a compliant workforce with a narrow set of 
capabilities. Our educational institutes resemble 
factories with bells, uniforms and batch-processing 
of learners, designed to get learners to conform. But, 
from and economic point of view, the environment 
today is very different. It is a complex, volatile and 
globally interconnected world.

Q.54.  With reference tot he above passage, the following 
assumptions have been made:

 1. India continues to be a developing country 
essentially due to its faulty education system.

 2. Today's learners need to acquire new-age skill-
sets.

 3. A good number of Indians go to some developed 
countries for education because the educational 
systems there are a perfect reflection of the 
societies in which they function.

 Which of the above assumption is/are valid?
 (a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
 Passage - 7

 The practice of dieting has become an epidemic; 
everyone is looking out for a way to attain that 
perfect body. We are all different with respect to 
our ethnicity, genetics, family history, gender, age, 
physical and mental and spiritual health status, 
lifestyles and preferences. Thereby we also differ in 
what food we tolerate or are sensitive to. So really 
cannot reduce so many complexities into one diet or 
diet book. This explains the failure of diets across 
the world in curbing obesity. Unless the reasons 
for weight gain are well understood and addressed 
and unless habits are change permanently, No diet 
is likely to succeed.

Q.55.  What is the most logical and rational inference 
that can be made from the above passage?

 (a) Obesity has become an epidemic all over the world.
 (b) A lot of people are obsessed with attaining a 

perfect body.
 (c) Obesity is essentially an incurable disease.
 (d) There is no perfect diet or one solution for 

obesity.
Passage - 8

 Monoculture carries great risks. A single disease 
or pest can wipe out swathes of the world's food 
production, and alarming prospect given that its 
growing and wealthier population will eat 70% more 
by 2050. The risks are magnified by the changing 

A helicopter taxi service between Shimla and Chandigarh has been started.
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climate. As the planet warms and monsoon rains 
intensify, will suffer more intense droughts, and 
crop diseases will spread to new latitudes.

Q.56.  Which of the following is the most logical, rational 
and crucial message given by the passage?

 (a) Preserving crop genetic diversity is an insurance 
against the effects of climate change.

 (b) Despite great risks, monoculture is the only way 
to ensure food security in the world.

 (c) More and more genetically modified

 (d) Asia and North America will be worst sufferers 
from climate change and the consequent 
shortage of food.

Q.57.  A shopkeeper sells an article at Rs. 40 and gets X% 
profit. However, when he sells it at Rs. 20, he faces 
same percentage of loss. What is the original cost 
of the article?

 (a) Rs. 10 (b) Rs. 20

 (c) Rs. 30 (d) Rs. 40

Q.58.  There are 24 equally spaced points lying on the 
circumference of a circle. What is the maximum 
number of equilateral triangles that can be drawn 
by taking sets of three points as the vertices?

 (a) 4 (b) 6

 (c) 8 (d) 12

Q.59.  Consider the sequence given below:

 1/12/95, 1/1/96, 29/1/96, 26/2/96, .....

 What is the next terms of the series?

 (a) 24/3/96 (b) 25/3/96

 (c) 26/3/96 (d) 27/3/96

Q.60.  Twelve equal squares are placed to fit in a rectangle 
of diagonal 5 cm. There are three rows containing 
four squares each. No gaps are left between adjacent 
squares. What is the area of each square?

 (a) 5/7 sq cm (b) 7/5 sq cm

 (c) 1 sq cm (d) 25/12 sq cm

Q.61.  Consider the following graph:
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 Which one of the following statements is not correct 
with reference to the graph given above?

 (a) On 1st June, the actual progress of work was 
less than expected.

 (b) The actual rate of progress of work was the 
greatest during the month of August.

 (c) The work was actually completed before the 
expected time.

 (d) During the period from 1st April to 1st 
September, at no time was the actual progress 
more than the expected progress.

Q.62.  For a sports meet, a winners' stand comprising three 
wooden blocks is in the following form:

 

 There are six different colours available to choose 
from and each of the three wooden blocks is to 
be painted such that no two of them has the same 
colour. In how many different ways can the winners' 
stand be painted?

 (a) 120 (b) 81

 (c) 66 (d) 36

 Directions for the following (two ) items:

 Consider the following graph in which the birthrate 
and death rate of a country are given, and answer 
the two  items that follow.

 
1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Years

Birth rate

Q.63.  Looking at the graph, it can be inferred that from 
1990 to 2010

 (a) population growth rate has increased

 (b) population growth rate has decreased

 (c) growth rate of population has remained stable

 (d) population growth rate show no trend

Q.64.  With reference to the above graph, consider the 
following statements considering 1970 as base year:

 1. Population has stabilized after 35 years.

Senior journalist and author Raj Kishore passed away recently. He was 72.
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 2. Population growth rate has stabilized after 35  
  years.

 3. Death rate has fallen by 10% in the first 10 years.
 4. Birthrate has stabilized after 35 years.
 Which of the above are the most logical and 

rational statements that can be made from the 
above graph? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1, 2 and 3
 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 2 and 4
Q.65.  Average hourly earnings per year (E) of the workers 

in a firm are represented in figure A and B as follows:
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 From the figures, it is observed that the
 (a) Value of E are different
 (b) Ranges (i.e., the difference between the  

  maximum and the minimum) of E are different
 (c) slopes of the graphs are same 
 (d) rate of increase of E are different
Q.66.  Consider the figure given below:
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  To fit the question mark, the correct answer is

  (a)  (b)  
(c)  (d) 

Q.67.  Consider the following figure A and B:
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 The manufacturing cost and projected sales for a 
product are shown in the above figures A and B 
respectively. What is the minimum number of pieces 
that should be manufactured to avoid a loss?

 (a) 2000 (b) 2500
 (c) 3000 (d) 3500
Q.68.  A lift has tha capacity of 18 adults or 30 children. 

How many children can board the lift with 12 
adults?

 (a) 6 (b) 10
 (c) 12 (d) 15
Q.69.  A person bought a refrigerator worth Rs. 22,800 

with 12.5% interest compounded yearly. At the 
end of first year he paid Rs. 8,650 and at the end of 
second year Rs. 9,125. How much will he have to 
pay at the end of third year to clear the debt?

 (a) Rs. 9,990 
 (b) Rs. 10,000
 (c) Rs. 10,590 
 (d) Rs. 11,250

Agriculture Ministry has launched the Krishi kalyan Abhiyaan to provide assistance and advice 
to farmers.
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Q.70.  Consider the following figures:

 

(I) (II) (III)

(IV) (V) (VI)

  In the figures (I) to (VI) above, some parts are 
shown to change their positions in regular directions. 
Following the same sequence, which of the figures 
given below will appear at (VII) stage?

 (a)   (b) 

 (c)     (d) 
Q.71.  Consider the following graphs. The curves in 

the graphs indicate different age groups in the 
populations of two countries A and B over a period 
of few decades:
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 With reference to the above graphs, which of the 
following are the most logical and rational inferences 
that can be made?

 1. Over the last two and a half decades, the  
  dependency ratio for country B has decreased.

 2. By the end of next two and a half decades, the  
  dependency ratio of country A will be much less  

   than that country B.

 3. In the next two decades, the workforce relative 
   to its total population will increase in country B 
   as compared to country A.
 Select the correct answer using the coede given 

below.
 (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
Q.72.  Lakshmi, her brother, her daughter and her son are 

badminton players. A game of doubles is about to 
begin:

 (i)  lakshmi's brother is directly across the net from 
her daughter.

 (ii) Her son is diagonally across the net from the 
worst players's sibling.

 (iii)The best player and the worst player are on the 
same side of the net.

 Who is the best player?
 (a) her brother (b) her daughter
 (c) Her son (d) Lakshmi
Q.73.  The graph given below indicates the changes in key 

policy rates made by the Central Bank several in a 
year:
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 Which one of the following can be the most likely 
reason for the Central Bank for such an action?

 (a) Encouraging foreign investment
 (b) Increasing the liquidity
 (c) Encouraging both public and private savings
 (d) Anti-inflationary stance
 Direction for the following (Two) items:

 The following table gives the GDP growth rate and 
Tele-density data of different States of a country in 
a particular year. Study the table and answer the two 
items that follow.

Ethnic Indian, Tommy Thomas has been appointed as the new attorney general of Malaysia.
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 State  Per capita GDP growth Tele-density
   income ($) rate (%)
 State 1 704 9.52 70.27
 State 2 419 5.31 35.88
 State 3 254 10.83 50.07
 State 4 545 9.78 5.94
 State 5 891 10.8 76.12
 State 6 1077 11.69 77.5
 State 7 900 8.88 104.86
 State 8 395 5.92 6
 State 9 720 7.76 82.25
 State 10 893 9.55 96.7
 State 11 363 4.7 57.7
 State 12 966 7.85 63.8
 State 13 495 9.37 52.3
 State 14 864 5.46 97.9
 State 15 497 7.48 62.3
 State 16 777 7.03 93.8
 State 17 335 5.8 49.9
 State 18 599 7.49 47.84
Q.74.  With reference to the above table, which of the 

following is/are the most logical and rational 
inference/inferences that can be made?

 1. Higher per capita income is generally associated  
  with higher Tele-density.

 2. Higher GDP growth rate always ensures higher  
  per capita income.

 3. Higher GDP growth rate does not necessarily  
  ensure higher Tele-density.

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below.

 (a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3
 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 3 only
Q.75.  With reference to the above table, the following 

assumptions have been made:
 1. Nowadays, prosperity of an already high 

performing State cannot be sustained without 
making further large investments in its telecom  
infrastructure.

 2. Nowadays, a very high Tele-density is the most 
essential condition for promoting the business  
and economic growth in a State.

 Which of the above assumptions is/are valid?

 (a) 1 only (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q.76.  Following graph indicates the composition of our 

tax revenue for a period of two decades:
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 With reference to the above graph, which of the 
following is/are the most logical and rational 
inference/inferences that can be made?

 1. During the given period, the revenue from 
Direct Taxes as percentage of gross tax revenue 
has increased while that of Indirect Taxes 
decreased.

 2. The trend in the revenue from Excise Duty  
demonstrates that the growth of manufacturing 
sector has been negative during the given 
period.

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below.

 (a) 1 only (b) 2 only

 (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q.77.  If x - y = 8, then which of the following must be 
true?

 1. Both x and y must be positive for any value of  
  x and y.

 2. If x is positive, y must be negative for any value 

   of x and y.

 3. If x is negative, y must be positive for any value  
  of x and y.

 Select correct answer using the code given below.

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 nor  3

The Tamil Nadu government has announced banning use of plastic items, including non-
biodegradable bags, from January 2019.
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 Directions for the following (three items)

 Read the following two passages  and answer the 
items that follow. Your answers to these items should 
be based on the passages only.

 Passage - 1

 The quest for cheap and plentiful meat has resulted 
in factory farms where more and more animals are 
squeezed into smaller lots in cruel and shocking 
conditions. Such practices have resulted in many 
of the world's health pandemics such as the avian 
flu. Worldwide, livestock are increasingly raised in 
cruel, cramped conditions, where animals spend 
their short lives under artificial light, pumped full of 
antibiotics and growth hormones, until the day they 
are slaughtered. Meat production is water-intensive. 
15000 liters of water is needed for every kilogram of 
meat compared with 3400 liters for rice, 3300 liters 
for eggs and 255 liters for a kilogram of potatoes.

Q.78.  What is the most rational and crucial message 
given by the passage?

 (a) Mass production of meat through industrial 
farming is cheap and is suitable for providing 
protein nutrition to poor countries.

 (b) Meat-producing industry violates the laws 
against cruelty to animals.

 (c) Mass production of meat through industrial  
farming is undesirable and should be stopped 
immediately.

 (d) Environmental cost of meat production is 
unsustainable when it is produced through 
industrial farming.

 Passage-2

 A male tiger was removed from Pench Tiger Reserve 
and was relocated in Panna National Park. Later, this 

tiger trekked toward his home 250 miles away. The 
trek of this solitary tiger highlights a crisis. Many 
wildlife reserves exist as islands of fragile habitat 
in a vast sea of humanity, yet tigers can range over 
a hundred miles, seeking prey, maters and territory. 
Nearly a third of India's tigers live outside tiger 
reserves, a situation that is dangerous for both human 
and animal prey and tigers can only disperse if there 
are recognized corridors of land between protected 
areas to allow unmolested passage.

Q.79.  Which of the following is the most rational and 
crucial message given by the passage?

 (a) The conflict between man and wildlife cannot 
be resolved, no matter what efforts we make. 
(b) Safe wildlife corridors between protected 
areas is an essential aspect of conservation 
efforts.

 (c) India need s to declare more protected areas and 
set up more tiger reserves.

 (d) India's National Parks and Tiger Reserves need 
to be professionally managed.

Q.80.  With reference to the above passage, the following 
assumptions have been made:

 1. the strategy of conservation of wildlife by 
relocating them from one protected area to 
another  is not often successful.

 2. India does not have suitable legislation to save 
the tigers, and its conservation efforts have failed 
which forced the tigers to live outside protected 
areas.

 Which of the above assumptions is/are valid?

 (a) 1 only (b) 2 only

 (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 Nor 2

Suresh Prabhu has attended an informal Gathering of World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
Ministers in Paris.
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Q.1.(b)  

 

1 2 3

4

5

109

7

8 6

 10Dare in front similarly 10 D are in back side. 
i.e (10+10 = 20)

Q.2.(d) l+1l+2l+l3+l1= 21l
 8 + 18 + 28 + 83 + 81 = 218
Q.3.(a) (8-6) + 4 = 2+4 = 6
 (10-5)+6 = 5+6 = 11
 (15-7)+8 = 8+8 = 16
 (13+4) + 8 = 9+8 = 17
Q.3.(a)

Q.4.(a) 8C2 - 8 = 28 - 8 = 20
Q.5.(c) Required Answer 
 1/2 × 3 ×3 : 3 ×2
 3 : 4 

Q.6.(d) Time = 
Dis tance

Speed

 t = 
200

5
40

18
×

 = 18 seconds

Q.7.(b) India's has around 47% of its people working 
in agriculture and going forward, the number is 
expected to be at least 42% a huge proportion. 
So option (b) is the most logical answer.

Q.8.(a) The passage say the " globalization  of food 
production increases consumers vulnerability as 
food production becomes harder to regulate and 
trace. "this clearly indicates that the best option 
is (a).

Q.9.(b) The passage states that the author "Finds it odd 
that even in today's culture there seems to be an 
assumption  that scientific and cultural views are 
incompatible". This infers that the Author is in 
disagreement with the said fact and so option (b) 
is the best answer. 

Q.10.(d)

Q.11.(c) Steel sheet - coil steel

 (40 + 37 + 36) - (30 + 31 + 33) = 19

Q.12.(c) (40+37+36+36+34+34) × 256 ~ 55550

Q.13.(b) 

40 37 36 113
1.2 :1

32 34 32 98
+ +

= ≈
+ +

Q.14.(b) From I and II - 

 

 From II and IV

 

– ×

 –  = ×

 From II and III

 

– –

 Two dots = four dots

Q.15.(c) From II and III dice.

Q.16.(c) From I and IV dice.

Q.17.(c)

Q.18.(b)

Q.19.(d)

Q.20.(c)

Q.21.(a) 

 

L S J X V C

M U M B A I

+1 +2 +3 +4 +5 +6

 Similarly,

 

D E L H I

E G O L N

+1 +2 +3 +4 +5

 May be 

 

D E L H I

C C I D D

+1 +2 +3 +4 +5

EXPLANATION GENERAL STUDIES PAPER II

Maria Fernanda Espinosa has been elected as the president of the 73rd United Nations General 
Assembly.
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Q.22.(b) R A M O N D I N E S H

 1   2 3  4  5 6  7 5  8 4  9

 So, H A M A M

       9  2  3  2  3

Q.23.(d) 9 > x2 > 1

 1 > y2>0

 9 > x2 - y2  > 0

Q.24.(a) Given X, Y > I

 and Y > X

 Hence the largest number is only possible by 
taking multiplication of both natural numbers

Q.25-26.

 

F A D

B E C
 or 

F

A

D

B

E

C

Q.25.(c) Q.26.(a) Q.27.(a) Q.28.(b) Q.29.(b)

Q.30.(d) Q.31.(b) Q.32.(c) Q.33.(c)

Q.34.(b) Let number be aob

 Where a+b = 4 ----- (1)

 Again (100b + a) - (100a + b) = 198

 b - a = 2 ------- (2)

 from (1) and (2)

 a = 1

 b = 3

 Req Ans  = 3 - 1 = 2

Q.35.(a)

 

3 cm

3 cm

 4 in front and 4 in back side 

 4 + 4 = 8 cubes

 2 at top and 2 in bottom

 = 2 + 2 = 4 cubes

 So,  8 + 4 = 12 cubes

Q.36.(c)  8 + 2 (7) + 3 [6+5+4+3+2+1] = 85

Q.37.(b) Pen < Pencil < Book > Cap
 a, c are false and b is true.
Q.38.(b) Book  Rate
 a - x
 (a+2)  (x+2)
 (a-2)  (x-2)
 Total Sale = a x + (a + 2) (x + 2) + (a-2) (x-2)
  = 3ax +8

Q.39.(b) Red -  15  
3
6
6

(1)
(2)
(3)

 Black - 20 
5
9
6

(1)
(2)
(3)

 P(E) 
6 5 9 4

35 7
+ +

=

Q.40.(a)

 

A B

A'B'

30

5

 Req Ans. = 
6
5

 = 6 : 5
Q.41.(c) 40% = 60
 100% = 150
Q.42.(c) (11+14) - 19 = 6 boys
Q.43-48. States Student  City  College
 Gujarat A P/R Commerce
 Kerala B Q Science
 Rajasthan C S Art
 Assam D P/R Engineering
Q.43.(b) Gujarat
Q.44.(a) City Q
Q.45.(b)  Rajasthan
Q.46.(a) Q.47.(d) Q.48.(a) Q.49.(c) Q.50.(d)

Q.51.(c) Q.52.(b) Q.53.(a) Q.54.(b) Q.55.(d)

Q.56.(a)

Q.57.(c) Let cost price of the article be Rs k
 k + X% of k = 40 -------- (i)
 k - X% of k = 20 --------- (ii)
 From (i) and (ii) , we get

Omar al-Razzaz has been appointed as the Prime Minister of Jordan.
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 2k = 60
 k = 30
Q.58.(c) 24/3 = 8
Q.59.(b) +28, +28, +28, Answer is 25/03/96
Q.60.(c) 52 = 42 + 32

 Hence Required answer = 1 × 1 = 1 cm2

Q.61.(d) 
Q.62.(a)  6×5×4
  The stand can be painted in 6 × 5 × 4 = 120 ways 

in which no color will be clashing.
Q.63.(a) 
Q.64.(d) 2 and 4
Q.65.(c) Slopes of the graps are same
Q.66.(a) 
Q.67.(a) 2000
 as 2000 × 350 = 7 lakhs 
Q.68.(b) 18A = 30C
 A/C = 5/3
 12 × 5 + 3x = 90
 x = 30/3 = 10

Q.69.(d) After 1 year
 25650  -8650 = 17000
 After 2 years
 19125 - 9125 = 10000
 Reqired Answer = 112.5% of 10000
 = 11250
Q.70.(b) D moving ACW.
 Moving CW.
Q.71.(b) Q.72.(a) Q.73.(d) Q.74.(d) Q.75.(d)

Q.76.(a)

Q.77.(d) x- y = 8
 Neither 1 nor 2 nor 3 
Q.78.(c)

Q.79.(b)

Q.80.(d) India does have suitable legislation that help in 
saving the tiger population further, that is not 
the topic of discussion in this passage. Hence 
statement B is not correct. However due to the 
absence of wildlife corridors in the country, 
relocating of wild animal is after unsuccessful.

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) has increased Policy Repo Rate under Liquidity 
Adjustment Facility (LAF) by 25 basis points to 6.25%.








