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Dear Aspirants,
It is a great honour for us to publish "April 2019" edition of "Master In Current Affairs" a platform which provides 
you with comprehensive knowledge and concise information. This edition is well designed specially by keeping all the 
forthcoming examinations in mind.
   The scope of this edition includes highly demanded sections NEWS MAKER, NEWS DIARY, ONE LINER 
WORLD OF ENGLISH which are undeviatingly related to the examinations. Chalte-Chalte is one of the most helpful 
parts which is present at the bottom of every page.
   This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the essential issues of this 
month which may play a crucial role in many anticipated examinations. The burning topics covered in this edition are :
Saradha Group financial scandal : The Saradha Group financial scandal was a major financial scam and alleged political 
scandal caused by the collapse of a Ponzi scheme run by Saradha Group, much more is given about it inside the MICA.
Venezuela Crisis : A socioeconomic and political crisis began in Venezuela in 2010 under the presidency of Hugo Chávez. 
Observers and economists have stated that the crisis is not the result of a conflict or natural disaster but the consequences 
of populist policies that began under the Chávez administration's, while its complete information is given inside.
Highlights of Interim Budget 2019-20 : All the minor details like tax redemption slabs, GST impact, 
allocation for different sectors such as railway, defense, health and infrastructure etc. For more details read 
inside the edition.
Jammu & Kashmir from heaven to …   In this edition you will read about the glory of the valley that 
somehow lost its heavenly lustre and reduced to earthly murk, and all the scenario can be read 
inside.
In this edition we are providing the Model paper of Intelligence Bureau -2019 and Budget Special 
Questions. There is a separate section named Quiz Time for your self-evaluation, which includes 
all the possible MCQs from this month's current affairs. This will be highly beneficial for all 
the upcoming examinations.
The topics of the next issue will be different, we make sure that we will be trying to 
serve you with our next edition consisting a rich piece of knowledge.
Best of Luck for your exams.
Your advice or suggestions will be much appreciated and welcomed.

 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                                                                   
  

      “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
“We don't need to share the same opinions as 

others, but we need to be respectful.”
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INTERVIEWMaHarSHI

APRIL 2019  MICAPadma Bhushan winning neurologist Jagjit Singh Chopra has died. He was 84. He was the founder of 
the department of neurology at PGIMER, Chandigarh.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Aloke Banerjee
Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Shampa Banerjee
Hobbies  : Reading Newspaper (The Hindu),
    Watching debates on RSTV.
Prior Selection  :  SBI Clerk
Name of the Exam : State Bank of India
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 3801001747
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : DGR2611221206

Maharshi Banerjee

MICA : Mahendra's family 
expresses its heartfelt 
congratulations on your 
success.

Maharshi : Thank You so much.
MICA : To whom do you want 

to give the credit of your 
selection?

Maharshi : I would first of all like to 
thank almighty God, my 
parents and guidance of 
my teachers at Mahendras 
for my selection.

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in this 
examination?

Maharshi : In my second attempt for 
SBI PO.

MICA : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in 
your selection?

Maharshi : I took the help of 
Mahendras coaching for 
bank exams. It helped me 
immensely to clear the 

basics of the examination.
MICA : How did you prepare for 

the examination?
Maharshi : 

English Language
Reading the Hindu daily. Practicing 

writing essays and letters.

Reasoning Ability
I took the help of Mahendra material 
to clear my basics. Also used content 
of mahendraguru youtube channel.

Data Analysis & 
Interpretation

Used Mahendras material kit to 
clear my basics. Watched videos of 

Mahendraguru. Gave mocks.

General Awareness
Financial awareness - Current Affairs, 

Mahendraguru, Static Awareness – 
Used Current Affairs Youtube channel.
MICA : What would you say 

about “Master in Current 
Affairs” Magazine and 
Mahendra Guru Website?

Maharshi : I take MICA for quick 
revision and recently, I have 
awaited youtube videos as 
they help me learn faster.

MICA : What is the best thing 
about Mahendra's?

Maharshi : a) Deep Syllabus Coverage 
b) Topicwise Class Work-

Sheets c) Mahendras Class 
Assessment d) Smart Class 
technology.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Maharshi : Time management is 
essential. Running after 
irrelevant study material 
is something candidates 
should avoid.

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the Interview?

Maharshi : Online resources from 
Youtube (Mahendra Guru) 
and Interview Classes.

MICA : Tell us about the 
Interview Board and the 
questions asked?

Maharshi : Interview Board was 
generally friendly. 5 
people were there, 4 men 
and 1 woman.

The questions asked were:
(I) What is the reason for tensions 

between USA and Iran? What is 
going on with IL & FS?

(II) What are India's principal imports 
and exports? Why government is 
trying to curbgold imports?

(III) What do you mean by 'economic 
citizenship?

MICA : By whom did you get 
information of your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Maharshi : I got the information 
from a faculty member 
of Mahendras and I was 
very glad.

MICA : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Maharshi : "You may not get success 
instantaneously but if 
you keep trying, you will 
find success. Limit your 
resources, give mocks, 
analyse yourself and you 
will succeed."

MICA : Congratulations once again 
on your success. Your 
success is our success.

Maharshi : Thank You
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CURRENT AFFAIRS One Liner

ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Former Union Minister Captain Jai Narain Prasad 
Nishad has passed away recently. He was from which 
state? - Bihar

 # Who has been appointed as the deputy managing 
director of Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services 
(IL&FS)? - Bijay Kumar

 # Which company has appointed has appointed Sandeep 
Gulati as Managing Director for India operations? 
 - Egis

 # Who has been appointed as the president and chief 
executive officer of FedEx Express?   
 - Rajesh Subramaniam

 # Who took over as India's chief boxing coach?  
 - C A Kuttappa

 # Famous poet Nirendranath Chakraborty has passed 
away. His work was mainly in which of the following 
language? - Bengali

 # P V Bharathi has been appointed as managing director 
and chief executive officer of which bank?  
 - Corporation Bank

 # Who has been elected as the president of the Archery 
Association of India (AAI)? - B.V.P. Rao

 # Who has been appointed as the Indian women’s cricket 
team head coach? - W. V. Raman

 # Nilanjan Roy has been appointed as the chief financial 
officer (CFO) of which IT company?   
 - Infosys

 # Who has been appointed as Director General 
(Investigation) in the National Human Rights 
Commission? - Prabhat Singh

 # Which British Mathematician has passed away 
recently? - Michael Atiyah

 # Which veteran star is awarded with the 'Oscar Wilde 
Award'? - Glenn Close

 # The International Cricket Council (ICC) has appointed 
which media professional as its new chief executive 
officer? - Manu Sawhney

Microsoft India announced the launch of a new e-commerce platform here for handloom weavers 
'reweave.in' under its Project ReWeave,as part of its philanthropic initiative.

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

AWARDS
 # Shavkat Mirziyoyev has been named ‘Asian of the 

Year’ for 2018 by the Asia Journalist Association 
(AJA). He is a President of which country?  
 - Uzbekistan

 # Who has been conferred with the 'Tansen Samman' for 
the year 2018? - Manju Mehta

 # Laxmikant Shantaram Kudalkar and Usha Timothy 
have been conferred with which award?   
 - Mohammed Rafi   
      Award

 # Who has become the first Indian to be nominated for 
the prestigious Laureus World Sports Award?  
 - Vinesh Phogat

 # Who has been awarded with the 'Swami Vivekananda 
Lifetime Achievement Award'?    
 - Bajrang Lal

 # Which state government has launched "Sunetra" scheme 
which has a provision of free eye care treatment for all 
the citizens of the state? - Odisha

 # Which state government has launched the ‘Ama Ghare 
LED’ scheme? - Odisha

 # Which state has launched the 'One Family One Job' 
scheme? - Sikkim

 # East Siang District has achieved 100 percent 
electrification under the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli 
Har Ghar Yojana- Saubhagya Scheme. In which state 
does it belong too? - Arunachal Pradesh

 # Which organisation has launched "Samwad with 
Students" Programme? - ISRO

 # Lenin Rajendran, has passed away recently. He was a 
_______ filmmaker. - Malayalam

 # Veteran Congress leader and former chairman of the 
Maharashtra Legislative Council _____ has passed 
away. - Shivajirao Deshmukh  
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NATIONAL & STATE

Sahitya Akademi award winning Bengali writer Atin Bandyopadhyay died. He was 85. 
Bandyopadhyay was born in Dhaka in then undivided Bengal and had taken up various jobs as a 

sailor, school teacher, factory manager, journalist to finally became a writer.

 # Vishnu Hari Dalmia, one of the three major exponents 
of the Ram Janmabhoomi agitation, died. He was the 
former president of which organisation?   
 - Vishwa Hindu Parishad

 # Shavkat Mirziyoyev was the Chief Guest at Vibrant 
Gujarat Summit. He is the President of ___.  
 - Uzbekistan

 # The Union Cabinet has approved the Memorandum 
of Understanding between __on Development of 
Advanced Model Single Window for facilitating 
investments and promoting ease of doing business. 
 - India and Japan

 # Who is the president of Global Solar Council (GSC)? 
 - Pranav R Mehta

 # Wesley Kiprono has won the eighth Vadodara 
International Marathon (VIM). He belongs to which 
country? - Kenya

 # Who has been named as the event ambassador for the 16th 
Tata Mumbai Marathon? - M C Mary Kom

 # Vanlalhuma has been appointed as the next Ambassador 
of India to which country? - Slovakia

 # Justice Chagari Praveen Kumar took charge as the 
acting Chief Justice of which High Court?  
 - Andhra Pradesh

 # Which State Government announced to change the 
name all the Child Care Institutes being run in the state 
as 'Jagannath Ashrams'? - Haryana

 # Andhra Pradesh High Court is the _____ High Court in 
the country. - 25th

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a Rs 4,500 
crore financial assistance to which country for its 12th 
five-year plan? - Bhutan

 # NITI Aayog has released Second Delta Ranking of the 
Aspirational Districts. Which of the following is most 
improved District? - Virudhunagar,   
  Tamil Nadu

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated India's longest 
rail-road _in Assam. - Bogibeel Bridge

 # Indian Navy commissioned its tenth Naval hospital, 
___ at the Naval station Karanja in Uran near 
Mumbai. - INHS Sandhani

 # Where was the 6th edition of Yuva Natya Samaroh 
organised? - New Delhi

 # Who is the Chief Minister of Uttarakhand?  
 - Trivendra Singh Rawat

 # Which organisation celebrated its 55th raising day on 
December 20? - Sashastra Seema Bal

 # Which edition of the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit is 
being held in 2019? - Ninth Edition

 # To enhance the operational capability of Andaman and 
Nicobar Command (ANC), Naval Air Station (NAS) 
Shibpur is commissioned as___.   
 - INS Kohassa

 # Which is the first State to implement the 10% quota 
in government jobs and higher education for the 
economically backward sections in the general 
category? - Gujarat

 # President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent to 
the constitutional provision to provide ___ reservation 
in government jobs and education to economically 
backward section in the general category.  
 - 10%

 # When did Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurate 
the 9th edition of the Vibrant Gujarat Global Investors 
Summit? - 18-Jan

 # What is the name of 33rd district of Tamil Nadu?  
 - Kallakurichi

 # The Union Cabinet has approved the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) on Maritime issues between 
India and ___. - Denmark

 # According to the Central Statistics Office (CSO), Indian 
economy is expected to grow at what per cent in 2018-
19 mainly due to improvement in the performance of 
agriculture and manufacturing sectors.   
 - 7.2

 # Who has inaugurated 27th New Delhi World Book 
Fair at Pragati Maidan? - Prakash Javadekar

 # National Green Tribunal has imposed a fine of 100 
crore rupees on which state Government for its failure 
to curb illegal coal mining in the state?   
 - Meghalaya

 # Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das set up a 
high-level committee headed by Education Minister 
to consider the demands of para-teachers. Who is the 
Education Minister of Jharkhand?   
 - Neera Yadav

 # Ministry of HRD constitutes a task force under whose 
chairmanship to look into the issue of JNV suicides? 
 - Dr. Jitendra Nagpal

 # Where Prime Minister Narendra Modi did laid the 
foundation stone of 50 MW LNG-based power 
project? - Hope Town
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the National Museum of Indian Cinema in Mumbai.

 # Who has featured in the top Global Thinkers 
2019 ranking of the prestigious 'Foreign Policy' 
publication? - Mukesh Ambani

 # Which bank has inducted former SBI Managing 
Director B Sriram on its board as independent 
director? - ICICI Bank

 # Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up a six-member 
committee to review the economic capital framework 
of the central bank. Who is the Chairman of this 
committee? - Bimal Jalan

 # According to SEBI data, the total value of P-note 
investments in Indian markets rose to ________rupees 
till November-end, from 66,587 crore rupees at 
October-end. - 79,247 Crore

 # Which Bank has launched a special card for Kumbh 
Mela 2019? - Punjab National Bank

 # According India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra), Indian 
economy is likely to grow at __ per cent in 2019-20 
on account of steady improvement in major sectors -- 
industry and services. - 7.5

 # Where is India’s largest startup ecosystem been 
inaugurated? - Kochi

 # According to the sixth City Momentum Index 
published by JLL, which is the world’s most dynamic 
city among 131 major established and emerging 
business hubs globally? - Bengaluru

 # Reserve Bank of India gave its approval for the 
reappointment of Vishakha Mulye as executive director 
(ED) of which bank? - ICICI Bank

 # The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a 
penalty of `1 crore on __for violating norms of the fair 
practices code. - Bajaj Finance

 # Where has the 9th International Micro Irrigation 
Conference on Modern Agriculture been held?  
 - Maharashtra

 # Which country set up $10 billion oil refinery in 
Pakistan? - Saudi Arabia

 # What is the new name of Private sector lender IDFC 
Bank? - IDFC First Bank Ltd

 # The government has allowed which country’s bank to 
open a branch in Mumbai, recently?   
 - Iran

 # Bandhan Bank has agreed to acquire housing finance 
firm Gruh Finance through a share swap deal. Who is the 
promoter Gruh Finance? - HDFC Bank

 # Who has been appointed as the acting defense secretary 
of United States? - Jim Mattis

 # Justice Asif Saeed Khosa took oath as the 26th Chief 
Justice of which country? - Pakistan

 # Who has been appointed as deputy national security 
advisor to Donal Trump? - Charles Kupperman

 # Which India-born economist took over as the 
International Monetary Fund’s chief economist, 
becoming the first woman to occupy the top post? 
 - Gita Gopinath

 # Which Veteran Democratic leader has been elected as 
Speaker of the US House of Representatives for the 
second time? - Nancy Pelosi

 # Jair Bolsonaro is sworn in as the President of which 
country? - Brazil

 # Which country has successfully tested Russia's S-400 
missile air defence system, recently?   
 - China

 # Which Country has decided to withdraw from the 
International Whaling Commission (IWC)?  
 - Japan

 # Which country has approved the use of marijuana for 
medical use and research? - Thailand

 # Which country deposited $3 billion in the central bank 
of Pakistan to help “enhance liquidity”?   
 - United Arab Emirates

 # U.S. President Donald Trump has decided to pull a 
significant number of troops from which country? 
 - Afghanistan

 # International Cricket Council's (ICC) Dispute 
Resolution Panel ordered which country to pay 60 per 
cent of the cost demanded by the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI)? - Pakistan

 # Who has become the world’s youngest mountaineer to 
climb the seven highest peaks and volcanic summits 
across all continents? - Satyarup Siddhanta

 # Where was the 10th India-Japan Foreign Minister-level 
Strategic Dialogue held? - New Delhi

 # Where was 25th edition of Partnership Summit held? 
 - Mumbai

 # Eswatini is the new name of which country?  
 - Swaziland

 # Which country has started levying departure tax on each 
person leaving the country? - Japan

INTERNATIONAL
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SPORTS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), India's Gross Domestic Product Growth Rate is 
expected to be at 7.3 % in the Financial Year 2018-19 and 7.5% in 2019-20.

 # On 25th December, Former Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee's birthday was celebrated as ____across the 
country. - Good Governance Day

 # On which date is observed as National Consumer 
Day? - 24th December

 # How many institutions of India have made it to the 
prestigious university rankings of Times Higher 
Education Emerging Economies?   
 - 49

 # Who has launched the National Youth Parliament 
Festival 2019 in New Delhi?     
 - Rajyavardhan Rathore

 # External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj was on a 
visit to ___ recently? - Uzbekistan

 # The Union Cabinet approved the proposal for 
establishment of how many new AIIMS in Jammu? 
 - Two

 # Where was the First ‘National Consultation on Child 
Protection’ for 2019 held? - New Delhi

 # Where was the Fourth meeting of the Council for 
Trade Development and Promotion (CTDP) held? 
 - New Delhi

 # Who was the last chairman of the (Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics) USSR's Supreme Soviet?  
 - Anatoly Lukyanov

 # Where the second edition of Khelo India Youth Games 
has been started? - Pune

 # According to World Bank, India’s GDP is expected to 
grow at __ per cent in the fiscal year 2018-19.  
 - 7.3

 # Reserve Bank of India has appointed a five-member 
panel to suggest ways to improve digital payments. 
Who is the head of the panel?     
 - Nandan Nilekani

 # Where the 86th National Billiards and Snooker 
Championship is held? - Indore

 # Where is the Indian Panorama Film Festival being 
held? - New Delhi

 # Pakistan has declared which ancient Hindu religious 
site in Peshawar as national heritage?   
 - Panj Tirath, Peshawar

 # Which two country has officially quit the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO)?      
 - United States and Israel

 # Where was the 26th National Children’s Science 
Congress held? - Bhubaneswar

 # Which lunar rover landed on the far side of the moon, 
becoming the world's first spacecraft to touch down on 
the moon's uncharted side never visible from Earth? 
 - Chang'e-4

 # What is the full form of SIMTARS?   
 - Safety in Mines,   
  Testing and Research  
  Station

 # All-rounder Albie Morkel has announced his retirement 
from all forms of cricket. He is from which country? 
 - South Africa

 # Who has set up a world record in indoor rowing by 
completing 1,00,000 (one lakh) metres in 10 hours in the 
above-40 years category? - Shakil Ahmed

 # Which Indian Woman Boxer has reached the number one 
position in the International Boxing Association’s (AIBA) 
latest world rankings? - MC Mary Kom

 # Who holds the record for winning the national table 
tennis title for the maximum times?   
 - Sharat Kamal

 # Who is the most successful player in Hopman Cup 
history? - Roger Federer

 # Who won the WTA Auckland Classic title?  
 - Julia Georges

 # Who has set a new record for most runs overseas by an 
Indian batsman in a calendar year?   
 - Virat Kohli

 # All-rounder Colin de Grandhomme hit a record fastest 
50 in Test against Sri Lanka.  He belongs to which 
country? - New Zealand

 # ____ Mumbai Marathon was held on 20 January 
2019. - 16th

 # According to Association of Mutual funds in India 
(AMFI), which Mutual Fund has piped ICICI 
Prudential MF to become the country’s largest asset 
management company after a gap of over two years? 
 - HDFC Mutual Fund

 # Which Indian pharma company has acquire the Japan-
based Pola Pharma? - Sun Pharma

 # Karnataka Bank Ltd has launched which integrated mobile 
banking application? - KBL MobilePlus App



MICA  APRIL 201910

SPOTLIGHT aLL THaT MaTTErS

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur and Union health minister Jagat Prakash Nadda 
laid the foundation stone of the AIIMS at Kothipura in Bilaspur district. The 750-bedded facility will 

be built at the cost of Rs 1,351 crores within two years, Thakur said.

aBBrEVIaTIONS IMPOrTaNT DaYS aND DaTES

ECONOMIC GLOSSarY BOOKS & aUTHOrS

01

03

05

02

04

Beveridge curve
The term Beveridge curve describes 
the negative relationship between the 
unemployment rate (on the horizontal axis) 
and the job vacancy rate (on the vertical axis) 
in an economy’s equilibrium. It is named 
after William Henry Beveridge (1879–
1963), a British economist and reformer and 
one of the preeminent inspirers of post-war 
British welfare state. His seminal reports 
to Parliament in 1942 and 1944 (Social 
Insurance and Allied Services and Full 
Employment in a Free Society) promoted 
a comprehensive social program aimed at 
reaching full employment, and they laid the 
foundation for the later development of an 
improved social security system to support 
people “from the cradle to the grave,” 
as well as the National Health Service in 
Britain. Labour markets in equilibrium are 
characterized by the coexistence of people 
seeking jobs and vacant jobs employers 
want to fill. This is the result of frictions that 
make the process of matching job seekers to 
job vacancies costly and time consuming.

The Beveridge curve usually slopes 
downwards because times when there is high 
job vacancy in an economy are also marked 
by relatively low unemployment since 
companies may actually be actively looking 
to hire new people. By the same logic, a low 
job vacancy rate usually corresponds with 
high unemployment as companies may not 
be looking to hire many people in new jobs.

05 April National Maritime Day 
07 April World Health Day
11 April National Safe Motherhood Day
17 April World Haemophilia Day

18 April World Heritage Day

22 April Earth Day

24 April National Women’s Political Empowerment 
Day

TERI : The Energy and Resources Institute

DODO : Dealer Owned Dealer Operated

SAPCC : State Action Plan on Climate Change

FAME : Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid 
& Electric Vehicles

iDEX : Innovations for Defence Excellence

CDSCO : Central Drugs Standard Control Organization

INDIA AND PAKISTAN
NEIGHBOURS AT ODDS

MILKMAN

EARLY INDIANS

BECOMING

HOMES

:- Avtar Singh Bhasin

:- Abu Bakr Al Rabeeah

:- Michelle Obama

:- Tony Joseph

:- Anna Burns
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The CBI Director search committee headed by Prime 
Minister has the Chief Justice of India and the Leader of 
Opposition as members.  Supreme Court Observations The 
appointment of the CBI director gains significance in the 
backdrop of comments made by the Supreme Court which 
had said that it was “averse” to the arrangement of an 
interim CBI Director and the Centre should “immediately” 
appoint a regular chief of the probe agency.  The Supreme 
Court stated that the post of CBI Director is sensitive and 
important, and it is not good to keep an 
interim director of the agency for a longer 
period. The Supreme Court sought to know 
why the government has not made the 
appointment yet.

Sushil Chandra

Sushil Chandra on February 
15, 2019 assumed charge as 

the new Election Commissioner 
(EC) of India. He would be 
working along with Chief 
Election Commissioner Sunil 
Arora and Election Commissioner 
Ashok Lavasa in the Election 
Commission.  The Election 
Commissioners are usually retired 
IAS or IRS officers. Until 1989, 
the Election Commission was a single member body, but 
later two additional Election Commissioners were added. 
Thus, the Election Commission currently consists of a Chief 
Election Commissioner and two Election Commissioners.  
The decisions of the commission are taken by a majority 
vote. The term of an Election Commissioner in 6 years.  
About Sushil Chandra  

 # Born on May 15, 1957, Sushil Chandra is a 1980 batch 
Indian Revenue Service Officer.  

 # He acquired his academic proficiency from Roorkee 
University and LLB from DAV College, Dehradun.  

 # In the IRS service, Chandra rendered his service in 
various states including Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Delhi, Gujarat and Maharashtra.  

 # He has the expertise of working extensively in the 
areas of international taxation and investigation at 
various places.  

 # Chandra brings rich experience from his position 
of Director of Investigation, Mumbai and Director 
General (Investigation), Gujarat.  

 # Besides this, he has undergone various training 
programmes at Singapore, IIM Bangalore and Wharton.  

India and China signed a protocol to export Indian tobacco leaves to China, which is the largest 
consumer and producer of the tobacco with over 350 million smokers - the worlds highest.

Indu Shekhar Jha

Indu Shekhar Jha on January 
21, 2019 took oath as the 

Member of the Central Electricity 
Regulatory Commission (CERC). 
R K Singh, Union Minister of 
State for Power and New & 
Renewable Energy administered 
the oath of Office and Secrecy 
to Jha.  Jha was appointed as the 
Member of Central Electricity 
Regulatory Commission (CERC). 
Prior to this, he was holding the post of Chairman and 
Managing Director of the Powergrid Corporation of India 
Ltd (PGCIL) since 2015. Lalchharliana Pachuau appointed 
as Member of JERC  On the other hand, Lalchharliana 
Pachuau was appointed as Member of the Joint Electricity 
Regulatory Commission (JERC) for Manipur and Mizoram 
from Mizoram side.   Pachuau was appointed for a period 
of five years or till the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier 
in accordance with the provisions in the Memorandum of 
Agreement signed by the State Governments of Manipur 
and Mizoram.   

 # The Central Electricity Regulatory Commission 
(CERC) was established by the Government under the 
provisions of the Electricity Regulatory Commissions 
(ERC) Act, 1998.

 # CERC is the Central Commission for the purposes of 
the Electricity Act, 2003, which repealed the ERC Act, 
1998.   

 # The Commission consists of a 
Chairperson and four other Members 
including Chairperson of the Central 
Electricity Authority who is the ex-
officio Member of the Commission.

Rishi Kumar Shukla 

IPS officer Rishi Kumar Shukla 
has been appointed as the 

chief of the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) for a fixed 
tenure of two years.  Rishi Kumar 
Shukla is currently serving as 
the chairman of Madhya Pradesh 
Police Housing Corporation in 
Bhopal.  The appointment of 
the Rishi Kumar Shukla was 
approved by the Appointments 
Committee of the cabinet based on the recommendation 
of the selection committee headed by the Prime Minister. 
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Jammu and Kashmir's Udhampur district got its first All India Radio (AIR) FM station that was 
inaugurated by Union Minister Jitendra Singh.

 # Prior to joining the Election Commission, Chandra 
held the office of Chairman in Central Board of 
Direct Taxes in the Department of Revenue, Ministry 
of Finance and was also Member (Investigation), 
CBDT.  In 1950, the Election Commission had only 
a Chief Election Commissioner. Two additional 
Commissioners were appointed to the commission for 
the first time on October 16, 1989 but they had a very 
short tenure, ending on January 1, 1990.  The Election 
Commissioner Amendment Act, 1989 
made the Commission a multi-member 
body.  The concept of a 3-member 
Commission has been in operation 
since then, with the decisions being 
made by a majority vote.

Dr G C Anupama 

Dr G C Anupama has been 
elected president of the 

Astronomical Society of India 
(ASI). Dr G C Anupama was 
elected to the post in the ASI 
Executive Council elections 
for triennium 2019-22. She has 
become the first woman to head the 
prime association of professional 
astronomers in the country.
Dr G C Anupama at present is the Dean and Senior Professor 
at the Bengaluru based Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA).  
She did her PhD from IIA Bangalore and her post-doctoral 
work at the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and 
Astrophysics (IUCAA) at Pune. She has been serving as a 
faculty at IIA Bangalore since 1994. She is also the recipient 
of the Sir C V Raman award for young scientists in 2000. She 
was the Project in Charge for the design and establishment 
of the Himalayan Telescope at Leh in Ladakh and she is also 
part of the Indian core team which is part of the international 
team engaged in establishing the thirty meter 
telescope (TMT) at cost of over USD 1 billion 
in the USA (Hawaii).  Astronomical Society 
of India Astronomical Society of India is the 
prime association of professional astronomers 
in India and has close to 1,000 members. 

Chandramouli Ramanathan  

The United Nations has appointed Indian official 
Chandramouli Ramanathan to one of the topmost 

positions in the Department of Management Strategy, Policy 
and Compliance (DMSPC).  Chandramouli Ramanathan will 
take over as the Controller, Assistant Secretary-General for 
Programme Planning, Budget and Finance in the management 

strategy, policy and compliance 
department from Bettina Tucci 
Bartsiotas of Uruguay.   About 
Chandramouli Ramanathan 
Ramanathan has served as the 
Assistant Auditor General, India 
(1993-1995), and Director of 
Accounts for the Auditor General 
of India (1989-1993).  He has also 
held the post of Deputy Controller, 
Director of Accounts Division, 
and Chief of Service, IT Services Division. Since September 
2018 he was serving as the Acting Controller along with the 
post of Assistant Secretary-General for Enterprise Resource 
Planning which he held since 2016.  He has nearly 40 years of 
executive international experience in diverse organizational 
settings in finance and budget, management and information 
technology What is DMSPC?   The Department of 
Management, Strategy, Policy and Compliance (DMSPC) 
launched on 1 January 2019 aims to provide strategic 
policy leadership in all areas of management through a 
clear, integrated global management strategy and policy 
framework.  The Department will represent the Secretary-
General in the relevant intergovernmental/interagency 
bodies and staff-management mechanisms. 
Budgetary and financial reporting, as well 
as human resources policy and strategy, 
including conduct and discipline, will be 
consolidated in DMSPC.

Hina Jaiswal 

Flight Lieutenant Hina Jaiswal 
broke the glass ceiling and 

became the first woman flight 
engineer of IAF which was till 
now an exclusive man’s club. 
The flight engineer branch was 
opened to women officers in 
2018.  Flight Lieutenant Hina 
Jaiswal Commissioned into the 
IAF’s engineering branch in 
January 2015. She had created 
history by becoming the first woman candidate to pursue the 
elite course. She will serve at IAF’s operational helicopter 
units and serve in demanding and stressful conditions from 
the icy heights of the Siachen glacier to the 
seas of the Andamans.  A flight engineer 
is a member of an aircraft’s flight crew 
and requires special skills for constantly 
monitoring and operating its complex 
systems. 
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The 27th Saraswati Samman was conferred upon eminent Gujarati poet Sitanshu Yashaschandra. 
Organised by the K K Birla Foundation, the award for 2017 was given to Yashaschandra for his 

poetry collection, 'Vakhar', published in 2009.

Jeevan Raksha Padak awards

The President of 
India approved the 

conferment of Jeevan 
Raksha Padak Series 
of Awards – 2018 on 
48 people, including 
eight awards to given 
posthumously.
The Jeevan Raksha 
Padak series of awards are conferred for the 
meritorious act of human nature in saving 
the life of a person. They are given under 
three categories: Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha 
Padak, Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak and 
Jeevan Raksha Padak.  People of all walks 
of life are eligible for these awards.
This year, the Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak was given 
to 8 people, Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak to 15 and Jeevan 
Raksha Padak to 25 people. Among these, 8 awards were 
conferred posthumously.
The decoration of the award, which includes a medal 
and a certificate signed by the Union Home Minister 
and monetary allowance is presented to the awardee 
in due course by the respective Union Ministries, 
organisations and state government to which the 
awardee belongs.
Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak

S.No. Name State

1. Kishor Rai (Posthumous) Chhattisgarh

2. Chetan Kumar Nishad 
(Posthumous)

Chhattisgarh

3. Kaustubh Bhagwan Tarmale 
(Posthumous)

Maharashtra

4. Prathamesh Vijay Wadkar 
(Posthumous)

Maharashtra

5. P. Lalvenpuia (Posthumous) Mizoram

6. T. Lalrinawma (Posthumous) Mizoram

7. Nitisha Negi (Posthumous) Delhi

8. Rakesh Chandra Behera 
(Posthumous)

Odisha

Padma Awards 2019

The Padma Awards 2019, one of the highest civilian 
awards of India, were announced on January 25, 2019 

on the occasion of Republic Day eve.

The awards were announced in three categories:  

 # Padma Vibhushan: For exceptional and distinguished 
service.  

 # Padma Bhushan: For distinguished service of high 
order.  

 # Padma Shri: For distinguished service in any field.  
This year, President Ram Nath Kovind approved conferment 
of 112 Padma Awards including one duo case (in a duo case, 
the Award is counted as one).   The list comprises 4 Padma 
Vibhushan, 14 Padma Bhushan and 94 Padma Shri Awards, 
of which, 21 of the awardees are women. The list includes 
11 persons from the category of Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI, 
3 posthumous awardees and 1 transgender person.
Padma Vibhushan

S.No Name Field State

1. Teejan Bai Art-Vocals-Folk Chhattisgarh
2. Ismail Omar 

Guelleh 
(Foreigner)

Public Affairs Djibouti

3. Anilkumar 
Manibhai Naik

Trade & Industry 
-Infrastructure

Maharashtra

4. Balwant 
Moreshwar 
Purandare

Art-Acting-
Theatre

Maharashtra

Padma Bhushan

S.No Name Field State
1. John 

Chambers 
(Foreigner)

Trade & 
Industry-
Technology

USA

2. Sukhdev 
Singh Dhindsa

Public Affairs Punjab

3. Pravin 
Gordhan 
(Foreigner)

Public Affairs South Africa

4. Mahashay 
Dharam Pal 
Gulati

Trade & 
Industry-Food 
Processing

Delhi
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Former India hockey player Raghbir Singh Bhola, a two-time Olympic medallist, has passed away. 
He was 92. Bhola represented India in the 1956 Melbourne and 1960 Rome Olympics, winning a gold 

and silver medals respectively for the country.

5. Darshan Lal 
Jain

Social Work Haryana

6. Ashok 
Laxmanrao 
Kukade

Medicine-
Affordable 
Healthcare

Maharashtra

7. Kariya Munda Public Affairs Jharkhand
8. Budhaditya 

Mukherjee
Art-Music-Sitar West Bengal

9. Mohanlal 
Viswanathan 
Nair

Art-Acting-Film Kerala

10. S Nambi 
Narayan

Science & 
Engineering-
Space

Kerala

11. Kuldip Nayar 
(Posthumous)

Literature & 
Education 
(Journalism)

Delhi

12. Bachendri Pal Sports-
Mountaineering

Uttarakhand

13. V K Shunglu Civil Service Delhi
14. Hukumdev 

Narayan Yadav
Public Affairs Bihar

Padma Awards

 # Padma Awards are one of the highest civilian Awards 
of India. 

 # The awards are conferred in three categories namely 
- Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri.

 # Announced on the occasion of Republic Day every 
year, the Padma Awards are conferred by the President 
of India at ceremonial functions held at Rashtrapati 
Bhawan usually around March or April every year.

 # The Awards are conferred to people 
belonging to various disciplines or 
fields including art, social work, public 
affairs, science and engineering, trade 
and industry, medicine, literature and 
education, sports and civil service.

Bharat Ratna 2019

The President, Ram Nath Kovind conferred the 2019 
Bharat Ratna Award, country's highest civilian honour, 

on former president and Congress leader Pranab Mukherjee. 
The award was also conferred on RSS ideologue Nanaji 
Deshmukh and singer Bhupen Hazarika, both posthumously.  
Congress leader Pranab Mukherjee, who was the 13th 
President of India and served from 2012 until 2017, had 
served under Indira Gandhi. He was also the Finance 
Minister under the premiership of Manmohan Singh.
Nanaji Deshmukh, who passed away in 2012 at the age of 
94, was a member of the Lok Sabha from 1977 to 1979 
representing the Balrampur in Uttar Pradesh. He also served as 
a nominated member of the Rajya Sabha from 1999 to 2005. 
His contribution towards rural development showed the way 
for a new paradigm of empowering those living in villages.
Bhupen Hazarika, who died in 2011, was the legendary 
singer-composer from Assam. As put by PM Narendra 
Modi, “songs and music of Bhupen Hazarika are admired 
by people across generations. From them radiates the 
message of justice, harmony and brotherhood.”
About Bharat Ratna Award

 # Bharat Ratna is the highest civilian award of India 
that was instituted on January 2, 1954 by the order of 
Rajendra Prasad, the former President of India. 

 # Bharat Ratna recipients rank seventh in the Indian 
order of precedence, but constitution prohibits using 
the award name as title.

 # The award is conferred in recognition of exceptional 
service or performance of the highest order, without 
distinction of race, occupation, position, or gender.  

 # The award was originally limited to achievements in 
the arts, literature, science and public services but the 
union government expanded the criteria to include any 
field of human endeavour in 2011.

 # Recommendations for the Bharat Ratna are made by 
the Prime Minister to the President, with a maximum 
of three nominees being awarded per year. 

 # Recipients receive a certificate signed by the President 
and a peepal-leaf–shaped medallion and award does 
not contain any monetary grant. 

 # The award can also be bestowed posthumously, as per 
the provision inserted in January 1966.

 # The former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri was the 
first individual to be honoured posthumously in 1966.

 # The first recipients of the Bharat Ratna 
were C Rajagopalachari, scientist C V 
Raman and Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 
in 1954.
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State-owned Punjab National Bank (PNB) said Agyey Kumar Azad has taken charge as executive 
director of the bank. Prior to joining PNB, he was general manager in Bank of India. Azad with 33 

years of experience has worked in various departments, including overseas operations.

4th Annual Carnot Prize

Union Minister of 
Railways & Coal 

Piyush Goyal was 
formally conferred with 
the fourth annual Carnot 
Prize by the Kleinman 
Center for Energy Policy 
at the University of 
Pennsylvania School 
of Design in New Delhi.  The Minister had previously 
been unable to accept the award in the United States of 
America, due to the unfortunate train tragedy that took 
place in Amritsar. Upon receiving the award, the Minister 
stated that “it is both a personal honour and a tribute to the 
efforts of all involved in this great work throughout India 
to be recognised with the Carnot Prize by the University of 
Pennsylvania”.  

 # The 2018 Carnot Prize has been conferred in 
recognition of India’s efforts towards eliminating 
energy poverty with sustainable energy solutions.   

 # The rural electrification drive helped in achieving 
24x7 Affordable, Environment-Friendly Power for all, 
as India eliminated decades of darkness in more than 
19,000 villages on April 28, 2018.    

 # Further, with the Saubhagya Programme, the last-mile 
connectivity to every household in the villages is being 
fast-tracked.   

 # Piyush Goyal has decided that the award money, which 
he will receive as part of the 2018 Carnot Prize, will be 
donated to the International Solar Alliance to institute 
the Diwakar Award.  

 # The Diwakar award will recognise, every year, an 
outstanding organisation that has been working for 
special children and maximising the use of solar energy.

The Carnot Prize is the Kleinman Center’s annual 
recognition of distinguished contributions to energy policy 
through scholarship or practice.  The most prestigious 
award in the energy sector, Carnot Prize is named after 
French physicist Nicolas Sadi Carnot who recognised that 
the power of the steam engine would “produce a great 
revolution” in human development.  The award is intended 
to honour those leading revolutions in energy policy to 
further progress and prosperity.  The previous winners of 
the award include Dr. Daniel Yergin, Vice-
chairman of IHS, Dr. Fatih Birol, Director 
of International Energy Agency and Gina 
McCarthy who is a career public servant in 
fields of energy and environment.

Victorian Prize for Literature 

Behrouz Boochani, 
an Iranian asylum-

seeker detained in Papua 
New Guinea under 
Australian asylum laws 
has won the Victorian 
Prize for Literature. 
Behrouz Boochani was 
awarded for his work 
“No Friend But the Mountains: Writing from Manus 
Prison”.  The astonishing fact is that Boochani wrote the 
work on his phone and sent it to Omid Tofighian bit-by-bit 
in text messages. Omid Tofighian is the book’s translator 
who worked with Boochani over five years to bring the 
stories to life.  The book “No Friend But the Mountains: 
Writing from Manus Prison” narrates experiences and fear 
Boochani felt in the guarded camp, which was shuttered 
last year after a local court ruling and the asylum-seekers 
moved elsewhere on the island.  
The Australia Detention Policy deports asylum-seekers 
who try to enter the country by boat to Manus Island or 
Nauru in the Pacific for processing, with those found to 
be refugees barred from resettling in Australia.  The 
international community is criticising Australia for its 
attempt to use remote Pacific islands such as Nauru as a 
‘dumping ground’ for people seeking asylum and protection 
by boat to Australia.  This offshore 
processing policy of Australia is giving rise 
to a completely avoidable health crisis and 
needlessly destroying lives due to serious 
levels of mental illness, trauma, depression, 
self-harm, sexual assault and suicides.

Ernst & Young Lifetime Achievement 
Award

Azim Premji 
Chairman of Wipro 

Ltd will be felicitated 
with the Ernst & Young 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Ernst & Young, 
famously known as 
EY is a multinational 
professional services 
firm and is one of the 
“Big Four” accounting firms.  Motivational Journey of 
Azim Premji Azim Premji was born on July 24, 1945, to 
an affluent Gujarati entrepreneur. He inherited Wipro, a 
vegetable oil company at the age of 21 after the sudden 
demise of his father.  
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all later French governments and regimes. 
It is the highest civilian award given by the 
French government for outstanding service 
and excellence in any field regardless of the 
nationality of the recipients.

Sheikh Saud International Prize 
for Materials

Eminent Indian 
scientist, Chintamani 

Nagesa Ramachandra 
Rao, popularly known 
as CNR Rao, has been 
chosen for the first Sheikh 
Saud International Prize 
for Materials Research by 
the Centre for Advanced 
Materials of the United Arab Emirates (UAE).  The award 
will be presented to Rao by Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, 
the ruler of one of UAE's seven emirates Ras Al Khaima 
at the International Workshop on Advanced Materials on 
February 25, 2019.  The Sheikh Saud International Prize 
committee unanimously decided to award Professor Rao 
of the Jawaharlal Nehru for Centre for Advanced Scientific 
Research (JNCASR), Bengaluru.  The prize includes a plaque 
and cash prize of USD 100,000.
CNR Rao was Born on 30 June 1934. He is an Indian chemist 
who has worked mainly in solid-state and structural chemistry.  

 # He has honorary doctorates from 60 universities from 
around the world.  

 # He has authored around 1600 research papers and 50 
scientific books.  

 # Some of his areas of research include transition metal 
oxides and other extended inorganic solids, metal-
insulator transitions, nano-materials including nanotubes 
and graphene, artificial photosynthesis and hydrogen 
generation by photocatalysis and thermal means.   

 # In 2014, he was honoured with the Bharat Ratna, the highest 
civilian award in India, making him the third scientist after 
C.V. Raman and A. P. J. Abdul Kalam to receive the award.  

 # He has also been conferred with ‘Padma Shri’ (1974), 
‘Padma Vibhushan’ (1985) and ‘Karnataka Ratna’ 
(2001), among other honours.

 # He has received several national and international 
honours and awards including - 
honorary fellowship of the ‘Royal 
Society of Chemistry’, London in 1989 
and ‘Chevalier de la Légion d'honneur’ 
from France in 2005.

Maharashtra and the US-India Business Council (USIBC) signed a pact to promote the state as an 
investment destination for American companies.

Azim Premji was pursuing Electrical Engineering from 
Stanford University, USA when he took over the reins of 
his family business in 1966. He was written off to carry 
the herculean task and was publicly advised to sell his 
shareholding and give it into more mature hands. This further 
strengthened his resolve to make Wipro a success story.  
Under his able leadership, Wipro diversified from 
hydrogenated cooking fats to bakery fats, ethnic ingredient-
based toiletries, hair care soaps, baby toiletries, lighting 
products and hydraulic cylinders.  
The expulsion of IBM from the Indian market led to 
a vacuum and Wipro ventured into software services 
taking advantage. The rest is history. He led Wipro from a 
hydrogenated cooking fats company to a pioneer in providing 
integrated business, technology and process solutions on a 
global delivery platform. Wipro Technologies is the largest 
independent R&D service provider in the world and is 
ranked among the top 100 technology companies globally.  
In 2005 Premji was conferred the Padma 
Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan in 2011. 
Premji has also pledged to donate USD 2 
billion for improving school education in India, 
the first of its kind by any Indian billionaire.

Légion d’Honneur 

Father Franois 
Laborde a 92-year-

old priest from Bengal 
was conferred with 
Légion d’Honneur 
(Legion of Honour) in 
recognition of his work 
for specially-abled and 
destitute children. Father 
Laborde has his roots in France and is the citizen of India 
now. Father Laborde has set up an organisation called 
Howrah South Point which works for the development 
of specially-abled children, the destitute and the most 
deprived sections of the society.  
Father Franois Laborde is the third person from the state of 
West Bengal to have been awarded the Legion of Honor. 
The honour has already been bestowed upon film maestro 
Satyajit Ray and actor Soumitra Chatterjee. Both of them 
also hails from the state of West Bengal. Légion d’Honneur 
(Legion of Honour) Légion d’Honneur (Legion of Honour) 
officially National Order of the Legion of Honour was 
instituted by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802 as a general 
military and civil order of merit conferred without regard 
to birth or religion provided that anyone admitted swears to 
uphold liberty and equality.  The honour has been retained by 
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 # The award may be divided between two persons 
or institutions who are considered by the jury to be 
equally deserving of recognition in a given year.  

 # The jury comprises the Prime Minister of India, Chief 
Justice of India, leader of the opposition in Lok Sabha 
or the leader of the single largest opposition party in 
the House and two eminent persons.   

 # The Prime Minister, who is the chairman of the jury, 
had nominated Rajya Sabha MP N 
Gopalaswami and Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations President Vinay 
Sahasrabuddhe, as jury members for 
a period of three years from July 16, 
2018 till July 15, 2021.

Seoul Peace Prize

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has 

been conferred the Seoul 
Peace Prize 2018. He is 
the fourteenth recipient 
of this award. PM 
Modi was selected for 
this prestigious award 
in recognition of his 
dedication for improving 
international cooperation, raising global economic growth, 
accelerating Human Development of people in India by 
fostering economic growth and furthering development of 
democracy through anti-corruption and social integration 
efforts. It credited PM for his contribution towards regional 
and global peace through proactive foreign policy with 
countries around world under Modi Doctrine and Act East 
Policy.

Seoul Peace Prize was established in 1990 to commemorate 
success of the 24th Olympic Games held in Seoul, South 
Korea. It was established to crystallize Korean people’s 
yearning for peace on Korean Peninsula and in the rest of 
the world.  It is awarded biennially to those individuals 
who have made their mark through contributions to 
harmony of mankind, reconciliation between nations and 
world peace. 

The awardee receives diploma, plaque and honorarium 
of US $200,000. Past laureates include 
distinguished global personalities like 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, former 
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and 
renowned international relief organizations 
like Doctors Without Borders and Oxfam.

Dan David Prize 2019               

Indian historian Sanjay 
Subrahmanyam has 

won the prestigious Dan 
David Prize 2019 for his 
work on inter-cultural 
encounters between 
Asians, Europeans and 
people of North and South 
America during the early 
modern era.  He won the Israel's prestigious USD 1 million 
dollar award in the category of ''Past Time Dimension'' for his 
work in macro history. He shared the award in the Past category 
with Professor Kenneth Pomeranz of University of Chicago. 
Once presented with the award money, Subrahmanyam will 
donate 10 percent of the prize money towards scholarships for 
graduate or post-graduate researchers.  
Note: The Dan David Prize laureates are required to donate 
10 percent of their prize money towards scholarships for 
graduate or post-graduate researchers in their respective 
fields to encourage and foster new generations of scholars.  
Other prominent Indian laureates of the Dan 
David Prize were author Amitav Ghosh, 
music conductor Zubin Mehta, renowned 
chemist CNR Rao and astronomy professor 
Shrinivas Kulkarni.

Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony

Indian President 
Ram Nath Kovind 

presented the Tagore 
Award for Cultural 
Harmony to Rajkumar 
Singhajit Singh, 
Bangladesh cultural 
organisation Chhayanaut 
and Ram Sutar Vanji 
for the years 2014, 2015 
and 2016 respectively on February 18, 2019 at a function 
held in Pravasi Bhartiya Kendra, New Delhi. The award 
was instituted by the Union Government in 2012 to 
recognise the contributions made by Rabindranath Tagore 
to humanity at large with his works and ideas, as part of 
the commemoration of his 150th Birth Anniversary, for 
promoting values of cultural harmony.  
Highlights:

 # The award is conferred annually and carries an amount 
worth Rs one crore, citation in a scroll, a plaque and 
an exquisite traditional handicraft and handloom item.   

Union minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated a bridge over the Ravi river in Jammu & Kashmir. This bridge 
will reduce the distance between Kathua in Jammu and Pathankot in Punjab to 8.6 km from 45 km.
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Krishna Sobti

Eminent Hindi author and poet 
Krishna Sobti passed away 

on January 25, 2019 at a hospital 
in Delhi. She was 93.  She is a 
recipient of prestigious awards 
such as Sahitya Akademi award, 
Jnanpith and was also offered 
Padma Bhushan in 2010, which 
she had declined.  

 # Born in 1925 in Gujrat, 
Punjab (now a part of Pakistan), Krishna Sobti was a 
popular Hindi fiction writer and essayist.  

 # She was known primarily for writing about issues 
of female identity and sexuality. She is best known 
for her 1966 novel Mitro Marjani, an unapologetic 
portrayal of a married woman's sexuality.  Sobti also 
used to write under the pen name of Hashmat and 
has published Hum Hashmat, a compilation of pen 
portraits of writers and friends.   

 # Her other novels included Daar Se Bichchuri, Surajmukhi 
Andhere Ke, Yaaron Ke Yaar, Zindaginama. Some of 
her well-known short stories were Nafisa, Sikka Badal 
gaya, Badalom ke ghere. Sobti Eka Sohabata includes 
her major selected works.   

 # Krishna Sobti won the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1980 
for her novel Zindaginama. In 1996, she was awarded 
the Sahitya Akademi Fellowship, the highest award of 
the Akademi. In 2017, she received the Jnanpith Award 
for her contribution to Indian literature.  

 # She was also the recipient of the first Katha Chudamani 
Award in 1999 for Lifetime Literary Achievement.  

 # She also won the Shiromani Award in 1981, Hindi 
Academy Award in 1982 and Shalaka Award of the 
Hindi Academy Delhi. In 2008, her novel Samay 
Sargam was selected for Vyas Samman, instituted by 
the K. K. Birla Foundation.  

 # In 2005, Dil-o-Danish, translated into ‘The Heart Has 
Its Reasons’ in English by Reema Anand and Meenakshi 
Swami of Katha Books, won the Crossword Award in 
the Indian Language Fiction Translation category. 

George Fernandes

Former Defence Minister George Fernandes passed away 
on 29 January, 2019 following a prolonged illness. He 

was 88. Fernandes was suffering from Alzheimer's disease; 
and recently, he contracted swine flu.
Fernandes held the portfolio of the Union Defence Minister 

from 2001 to 2004 under the 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led NDA 
government. He was born in 
Mangaluru in British India on 
June 3, 1930.
Fernandes played a pivotal role 
in fighting against the Emergency 
declared by the then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi in the mid 
1970s. During the Emergency, 
he was arrested and tried in the 
Baroda dynamite case. He was still in prison when he won 
in Muzaffarpur in the 1977 general election. A veteran 
parliamentarian, George Fernandes was first elected to the 
Lok Sabha in 1967. He held several portfolios during his 
political career such as Union Minister of Communications, 
Industry, Railways and Defence.
As a Defence Minister, Fernandes oversaw the Pokhran 
nuclear tests of 1998 and the Kargil war in 1999. Fernandes 
was a senior member in Morarji Desai's cabinet when the 
Janata Party took office in 1977. He held the portfolio of 
Union Railways Minister from 1989 to 1990 under the 
leadership of the then Prime Minister VP Singh. He was 
a key member of the Janata Dal and founded the Samata 
Party in 1994, which later merged with the Janata Dal 
(United). His last stint as a Member of Parliament was in 
the Rajya Sabha during 2009-2010.

Namvar Singh

Renowned Hindi author and 
critic Namwar Singh died. 

He was 92. Born on 28 July 1926 
in a village in Varanasi, Singh 
received a PhD degree from 
Banaras Hindu University and 
began his teaching career at the 
same university and has been a 
professor of Hindi literature in 
other universities.
Singh who was the first chairman 
of JNU’s Centre of Indian 
Languages retired from the university in 1992 but continued 
to remain as a 'professor emeritus.' Considered a living legend 
of Hindi literature, Singh has authored over a dozen works 
prominent among them are 'Kavita Ke Naye Pratiman', ' 
Chhayavaad' and 'Dusari Parampara Ki Khoj' among others. 
He received the Sahitya Akademi award for literary criticism 
in the year 1971 for 'Kavita Ke Naye Pratiman.
The author had been the Editor of magazines 'Janyug' and 
'Alochana'. Singh had been the former president of the All 
India Progressive Writers' Association (AIPWA).

India's economy is expected to grow at 7.4 per cent during 2018-19 and improve to 7.6 per cent in the 
next fiscal, said a UN report. The United Nations' World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 
2019 report also expects India's gross domestic product (GDP) to expand by 7.4 per cent in 2020-21.
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 # Lockheed Martin, one of the global security giants, has 
also announced its intention to invest in the corridor.

TN Defence Industrial Corridor      
The corridor is also referred to as the Tamil Nadu Defence 
Production Quad as the nodal cities form a quadrilateral 
with one of them at the centre.  The development of the 
defence corridor will help facilitate a well-planned and 
efficient industrial base that will lead to an increased defence 
production in the country.  The key aim behind setting up 
defence industrial corridors is to ensure connectivity among 
various defence industrial units.  The five nodal cities 
have existing defence ecosystem in the form of ordnance 
factory boards, vendors working with defence PSUs and 
other allied industries. The Union Finance Minister, Arun 
Jaitley, in his Budget speech on February 2, 2018, had 
announced that two defence industrial production corridors 
will be set up in the country to promote domestic industry 
base.   The government had envisaged building corridors in 
Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.   The Uttar 
Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor was 
launched at Aligarh on August 11, 2018 
with announced investments worth Rs 
3,732 crore.

NITI Aayog-led Committee to monitor 
pricing of drugs      22 Jan' 19

The Govt. 
on January 
21, 2019 

constituted a Standing 
Committee headed 
by NITI Aayog to 
oversee the drug 
pricing regime.  The 
constitution of the 
Committee is seen as a move that would curb the powers 
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According to credit rating agency CRISIL, India's Gross Domestic Product Growth Rate is expected 
to 7.2 % in the Financial Year 2018-19 and 7.3% in 2019-20.

India’s second defence industrial 
corridor launched      21 Jan' 19

Union Defence 
M i n i s t e r 
N i r m a l a 

Sitharaman on 
January 20, 2019 
inaugurated the 
Tamil Nadu Defence 
Industrial Corridor 
from Tiruchirappalli, 
taking a major 
step forward to boost indigenous production of defence 
equipment.   The TN Defence Industrial Corridor is a mega 
corridor, which will link leading military manufacturing 
units in five cities of South India, including Chennai, 
Hosur, Coimbatore, Salem and Tiruchirappalli. The project 
will require an investment worth Rs 3,000 crore.  
Highlights:

 # The corridor is the second defence corridor being 
set up by the government to support various defence 
manufacturing units. The first one is being established 
in Uttar Pradesh.  

 # Investments worth around Rs 3,038 crore were 
announced for this defence corridor during its 
inauguration itself.  

 # A majority of the investments will come from public 
sector undertakings (PSUs) as Ordnance Factory 
Board, Bharat Electronics Limited and Bharat 
Dynamics Limited have committed to invest Rs 2305 
crore, Rs 140.5 crore and Rs 150 crore respectively.   

 # Besides, private companies such as TVS, Data Patterns 
and Alpha Designs have also committed to make 
investments worth Rs 50 crore, Rs 75 crore and Rs 100 
crore respectively.
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The Union Cabinet approved setting up of the national bench of the GST Appellate Tribunal which 
will act as forum for second appeal in case of dispute and also decide cases where there are divergent 

orders at the state level.

of the National Pharmaceuticals Pricing Authority (NPPA) 
when it comes to regulating the prices of medicines in the 
country.  
Standing Committee on Affordable Medicines and 
Health Products

 # The Standing Committee on Affordable Medicines 
and Health Products will be headed by NITI Aayog 
Member (Health).  

 # The members of the Committee will be Chief 
Economic Adviser, Secretary of Department of health 
research, Director General of Health Services, Vice-
Chairperson of National List of Essential Medicines 
(NLEM) and Joint Secretary, Department of Industrial 
Policy and Promotion.  

 # The committee will be a recommending body to the 
NPPA regarding prices of drugs and health products.  

 # It will examine issues suo-moto or on recommendation 
of Department of Pharma, NPPA and Department of 
Health.   

The health activists found the constitution of the Standing 
Committee on Affordable Medicines and Health Products 
as objectionable as this may have repercussions on 
affordability of drugs in the market.  They opine that the 
Committee has been vested with sweeping powers to 
oversee the pricing regime at the cost of undermining the 
NPPA.  The National Pharmaceuticals Pricing Authority 
(NPPA) was established as an autonomous 
regulator in 1997 to oversee and set the 
prices of drugs and products on the National 
List of Essential Medicines (NLEM), 
which is prepared by the Health Ministry, 
and set price caps.

Child born out of marriage between 
Muslim man & Hindu woman entitled 
to father's property: SC      23 Jan' 19

The Supreme 
Court has 
held that a 

child born out of a 
marriage between a 
Muslim man and his 
Hindu wife is entitled 
to claim a share in his 
father's property. The 
bench comprising Justice NV Ramana and Justice Mohan 
M. Shantanagoudar observed that the marriage of a Muslim 
man with Hindu woman or fire-worshipper is neither a valid 
(sahih) nor a void (batil) marriage, but is merely an irregular 

(fasid) marriage.  Since Hindus are idol worshippers who 
worship physical images or statues through offering of 
flowers and adornment, it is clear that the marriage of a 
Hindu woman with a Muslim man is merely an irregular one.  
The bench referred to texts, including Mulla's Principles 
of Mahommedan Law and Syed Ameer Ali's Principles of 
Mahommedan Law while giving out the ruling.  It cannot 
be stated that a void marriage and an irregular marriage 
are one and the same. The effect of a void marriage is that 
it does not create any civil right or obligations between 
the parties. So also, the child born out of a 
void marriage is illegitimate.  The child of 
a couple, whose marriage is irregular, that 
is, unlawful but not void under the Muslim 
law, is legitimate.

PM inaugurates Netaji museum at 
Red Fort      23 Jan' 19

Prime Minister 
i n a u g u r a t e d 
the Netaji 

Subhash Chandra 
Bose museum at 
the iconic Red Fort 
in Delhi to mark 
the leader’s 122nd 
birth anniversary.  
The Prime Minister unveiled the plaque to inaugurate the 
Museum. The museum showcases various artefacts related 
to Subhash Chandra Bose and Indian National Army.  
Key Highlights  

 # The museum on Bose and the Indian National Army 
showcases various artefacts related to Subhash 
Chandra Bose and INA.   

 # The artefacts include a wooden chair and sword used 
by the leader and medals, badges, uniforms and other 
artefacts related to the INA.  

 # Visitors can also watch a documentary on Netaji 
and the INA to understand the vision of the freedom 
fighter. Bollywood actor Abhishek Bachchan has lent 
his voice for the purpose.  

 # Modi had laid the foundation stone of the museum 
during the celebrations of the 75th anniversary of Azad 
Hind Government in October 2018.  

 # The PM also unveiled two more new museums inside 
the Red Fort compound - the Yaad-e-Jallian Museum 
(museum on the Jallianwala Bagh and World War 
I) and the Museum on 1857- India's first war of 
Independence.  
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The Cabinet approved signing of an agreement between India and Kuwait for cooperation on 

recruitment of domestic workers, a move that will benefit over 3 lakh Indians, including 90,000 
women working in the Gulf country.

 # PM Modi also inaugurated Drishyakala-Exhibition on 
Indian Art.  

 # Together, the entire complex of museums will be known 
as Kranti Mandir as a tribute to the revolutionary zeal 
and courage of our great freedom fighters.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on December 30, 2018 
renamed three islands of Andaman and Nicobar after Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. The three islands include Ross 
Island, Neil Island and Havelock Island.  These islands 
were renamed during PM Modi’s visit to Port Blair to mark 
the 75th Anniversary of the hoisting of the National Flag 
at Port Blair by freedom fighter Subhash Chandra Bose.  
Bose had hoisted the flag at Port Blair on 
December 30, 1943, as he believed that 
Port Blair was the first territory to be freed 
from British rule. This was done after the 
Japenese captured that area during the time 
of the Second World War.

ECI to host international conference 
on making elections inclusive and 

accessible      24 Jan' 19

The Election 
Commission 
of India 

(ECI) will be hosting 
an International 
Conference on 
‘Making Elections 
Inclusive and 
Accessible’ on 
January 24, 2019, in consonance with the 9th National 
Voters’ Day which will be held on January 25, 2019.   
Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora and Election 
Commissioner Ashok Lavasa will be attending the 
conference along with heads and dignitaries from six 
Election Management Bodies (EMBs) namely, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Kazakhstan, Maldives, Russia and Sri Lanka and 
three International Organisations including Malaysian 
Commonwealth Studies Centre, UK and International 
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) 
and International Centre for Parliamentary Studies (ICPS).  
Highlights 

 # The international conference is being organised with the 
purpose of sharing the experience of different EMB’s, 
international institutions and experts with regard to 
analysis of barriers, policy interventions, strategies, 
programmes, good practices and technological 
innovation for inclusive and accessible election.  

 # The conference will include two sessions in which 
representatives from the EMBs and International 
Organisations will participate and share their 
experiences, best practices and initiatives aimed 
at electoral engagement, enrolment and active 
participation in inclusive and accessible voting 
exercise in various countries.  

 # The international delegates will also attend the national 
voters’ day celebrations in New Delhi besides visiting 
the new campus of the India International Institute of 
Democracy and Election Management (IIIDEM) at 
Dwarka in New Delhi.  

 # The January 2019 issue of ECI’s quarterly 
magazine “Voice International” will 
also be released during the conference, 
which will carry articles on the theme of 
“Making polling stations accessible and 
voter-friendly”.  

WCD Ministry observes National Girl 
Child Day 2019      24 Jan' 19

The Ministry 
of Women 
and Child 

Development celebrated 
the National Girl Child 
Day 2019 (NGCD) at 
Pravasi Bharti Kendra, 
Chankyapuri, New 
Delhi.
The theme of National Girl Child Day 2019 was 
“Empowering Girls for a Brighter Tomorrow”.
The theme focussed on the objective of generating 
awareness on the issue of declining Child Sex Ratio (CSR) 
and creating a positive environment around valuing the girl 
child.
The Day aims to increase awareness among people about 
all the inequalities faced by the girl child in the society.
On the same occasion, the Ministry also observed the 
anniversary of the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) 
Scheme.
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme

The scheme was launched by PM Narendra Modi in January 
2015 to prevent gender biased sex selective elimination, 
ensure survival and protection of the girl child.
This is being implemented through a national campaign 
and focussed multi sectoral action in 100 selected districts 
low in Child Sex Ratio (CSR), covering all States and UTs.



MICA  APRIL 201922

NEWS BITES NaTIONaL

Eminent Hindi author and essayist Krishna Sobti died. She was 93. She received prestigious awards 
like Sahitya Akademi, Jnanpith and was also offered Padma Bhushan, which she had declined.

The scheme was launched by the government in the 
backdrop of declining the Child Sex Ratio (CSR). As per 
the 2011 census, the CSR reduced from 927 in 2001 to 918 
in 2011, which is an alarming trend.
Seeing the good progress and improving trend of Sex Ratio 
at Birth (SRB) in 161 implementing districts, PM Modi in 
March 2018 launched all India expansion of BBBPcovering 
all 640 districts, as per Census 2011.
Out of 640 districts, 405 districts are covered under 
advocacy and multi-sectoral action while the remaining 235 
districts are covered under media advocacy and outreach.
The objectives of the scheme include preventing gender 
biased sex selective elimination; ensuring survival and 
protection of the girl child, and ensuring education and 
participation of the girl child.
At the Central level, the Union Ministry of Women and 
Child Development is the nodal ministry for the programme 
and the National Task Force headed by Secretary of MWCD 
monitor the scheme.
At the State level, Chief Secretaries head the State Task 
Force (STF) with representation of Department of Women 
and Child Development, Health and Education to monitor 
the implementation of the scheme.
The District Collectors and Deputy Commissioners 
(DCs) lead and coordinate action of all departments for 
implementation of BBBP at the District 
level. 

 # The day was established by the Women 
and Child Development Ministry in 
2008 and since then it is celebrated as 
a national observance.

Government institutes Subhash 
Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan 

Puraskar      24 Jan' 19

The Union 
Government 
on January 

23, 2019 instituted 
an annual award 
titled ‘Subhash 
Chandra Bose 
Aapda Prabandhan 
Puraskar’ to mark the 
122nd birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.   
The award scheme was constituted to acknowledge the 
immense contribution and selfless service to humanity to 
recognise the efforts of such organisations and individuals.  

The award will be announced every year on 23 January on 
the birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. All 
Indian Citizens and organizations who have excelled in 
areas of Disaster Management like Prevention, Mitigation, 
Preparedness, Rescue, Response, Relief, Rehabilitation 
and Early Warning will be eligible for the award. The 
Award carries a certificate and a cash prize of Rs. 51 lakh. 
Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar 
2019  

 # For the year 2019, 8th Battalion of the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF), located at Ghaziabad, 
was selected for the Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda 
Prabandhan Puraskar for its commendable work in 
Disaster Management.

 # The 8th Battalion of NDRF was raised in 2006 and is 
a highly specialised Rescue and Response Force with 
large area of responsibility covering National Capital 
Region (NCR), Uttarakhand, Western Uttar Pradesh 
and Haryana.

 # It participated in 314 major operations and rescued 
over 50000 people. 

 # In the recent Kerala Floods, the battalion rescued 5338 
victims and evacuated 24000 persons to safety. 

 # Other major disasters in which this NDRF battalion 
participated are Leh Cloud Burst (2011), Kedarnath 
Floods (2013), Cyclone Hudhud (2014), Chennai 
Floods (2015) and Tripura Floods (2018).

 # The battalion had worked efficiently to neutralise the 
threat during Radiation Incident at Mayapuri, Delhi 
during the year 2010.  

 # The battalion has also done commendable Disaster 
Management related work internationally. In the 
aftermath of Nepal Earthquake in 2015, six teams of 
the battalion were amongst the first 
responders to land at Kathmandu. 
Their teams were also sent to Japan 
during Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
disaster (2011) and recent Tsunami in 
Indonesia (2018).

PM Modi inaugurates National Salt 
Satyagraha Memorial in Gujarat      

31 Jan' 19

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on January 30, 2019 
dedicated the National Salt Satyagraha Memorial at 
Dandi in Navsari district, Gujarat to the nation, on 

the occasion of Mahatma Gandhi’s 71st death anniversary.  
The Prime Minister also unveiled at the memorial site, the 
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Former Union minister Bhanu Prakash Singh, died. He was 89. He was also the former Governor of 

Goa.

statues of Mahatma 
Gandhi and 80 
Satyagrahis who had 
marched with him 
during the historic 
Dandi Salt March 
in 1930 to make 
salt from sea water 
against the British 
law.  
Key Highlights  

 # The memorial has 24-narrative murals depicting 
various events and stories from the historic 1930 
Dandi March.   

 # Besides, solar trees are installed around the site to meet 
the energy requirements of the memorial complex.   

 # The memorial aims to serve as a reminder of the great 
sacrifices made by the people of the nation for the 
cause of freedom.   

 # It is a tribute to the Satyagrahis led by Gandhi Ji, who 
worked for India’s freedom and is expected to be a 
major attraction for the tourists.  

 # The memorial encapsulates the 
ideals of Mahatma Gandhi- Agrah 
for Swadeshi, Swatchagrah and 
Satyagraha.

Defence Ministry approves acquisition 
of Milan-2T Anti-Tank Missiles       

1 Feb' 19

The Defence Acquisition Council headed by Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has approved the 
acquisition of the Rs 1,200 crore Milan-2T anti-tank 

missiles. While the requirement was of 70,000 different 
types of anti-tank guided missiles (ATGM) and 850 
different launchers, the DAC has approved the purchase of 
5,000 Milan 2T anti-tank guided missiles from France.  
The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) headed by Union 
Minister of Defence was constituted to ensure a fair defence 
procurement planning process. The Council aims to ensure 
expeditious procurement of the requirements of the Armed 
Forces in terms of capabilities sought and time frame 
prescribed by optimally utilizing the allocated budgetary 
resources.  The functions of the DAC include:  Principle 
approval authority for 15 Years Long Terms Integrated 
Perspective Plan for Defence Forces. Categorization of 
the acquisition proposals relating to ‘Buy’, ‘Buy & Make’ 
and ‘Make’. Addressing issues relating to Single vendor 

clearance. Decision regarding ‘offset’ provisions in respect 
of acquisition proposals above Rs. 300 crores. Decisions 
regarding Transfer of Technology under ‘Buy & Make’ 
category of acquisition proposals. Field Trial evaluation. 
Milan-2T Anti-Tank Missile An anti-tank missile is aimed 
at destroying the vehicles that are heavily armoured. 
Milan is a portable medium-range, anti-tank missile 
produced by Euromissile, based in Fontenay-aux-Roses 
in France. The Milan munitions consist of the missile in 
a waterproof launch tube. While MILAN 2 has a single 
shaped charge warhead for use against very thick and 
composite armour, MILAN 2T is armed with a tandem 
charge for use against reactive armour. The DAC has given 
approval for the procurement of Milan-
2T Anti-Tank Missile to meet the urgent 
requirements since the indigenous anti-tank 
missile Nag being developed by Defence 
Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) is still under development.

Anti-tank Missile Helina Flight Tested  
9 Feb' 19

The Helicopter-
launched anti 
- tank missile 

Helina was successfully 
test fired from the 
Integrated Test Range in 
Chandipur in Balasore 
district of Odisha.  
Helina is the indigenously designed and built missile 
system. Helina is the air-launched variant of the Nag, a fire-
and-forget ATGM with an estimated range of 4 kilometers. 
Helina’s range is estimated at between 7 to 8 kilometres. 
Helina is guided by an infrared imaging seeker (IIR) 
operating in the lock-on before-launch mode and helps in 
further strengthening the defence capabilities of the country. 
The infrared imaging seeker (IIR) technology is also 
indigenously developed and has been demonstrated in the 
NAG anti-tank guided missile system. 
Helina is launched from twin-tube stub wing-mounted 
launchers on board Hindustan Aeronautics Limited’s 
(HAL) Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) and Dhruv 
Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH). 
Helina is one of the most advanced anti-
tank weapons in the world. The production 
and induction of the Helina missiles are 
likely to happen in 2019.
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Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved Ravneet Gill as the New Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of Yes Bank.

Voter Verification and Information 
Programme Launched      9 Feb' 19

The Voter 
Verification and 
In format ion 

Programme (VVIP) 
was launched by the 
Election Commission 
during the two-day 
intensive training-cum-
workshop on the use of 
information & communication technology for the conduct of 
general elections.  During the workshop, training was imparted 
on the c-VIGIL mobile application. The c-VIGIL app provides 
time-stamped, evidence-based proof of complaints relating 
to violation of model code of conduct or expenditure limit, 
complete with live photo/video with auto location data.  
The Voter Verification and Information Programme (VVIP) 
has been launched by the Election Commission to help 
citizens verify their names in the electoral rolls, register 
as new voters, update voter details and make corrections 
in their voter identity cards ahead of the general election 
due in April-May.  The VVIP service can be availed by the 
voters through various channels including voter helpline 
application, voter helpline number 1950 and contact centres 
in all districts across India. 
PwD App During the workshop, was also launched. The 
App is aimed at enabling Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) 
to request for new registration, change in address, change 
in particulars and mark themselves as PwD through the 
use of the mobile application was also 
launched. By simply entering their contact 
details, the booth level officer is assigned 
to provide them doorstep facility. PwDs 
can also request for a wheelchair during 
polling.

Boost for IAF, Boeing delivers first 
four Chinook helicopters      11 Feb' 19

In a major boost 
for the operational 
capabilities of 

the Indian Air Force, 
Boeing delivered the 
first batch of four 
Chinook helicopters 
to India which has 
procured 15 of 
these helicopters. The multi-mission, heavy-lift transport 

helicopter was delivered at the Mudra port in Gujarat after 
it was initially handed over to the Indian authorities in 
the United States earlier this week. They will be formally 
inducted into the Indian Air Force later this year.  
The company had delivered the helicopter in the presence 
of Indian ambassador to the US Harsh Shringla during the 
‘India-Chinook Transfer Ceremony’. The helicopter will be 
used by the Air Force to move and transport troops, cargo, 
artillery, ammunition supplies and equipments across the 
length and breadth of the country. The procurement of the 
machine is in line with modernisation push of its helicopter 
fleet by the Indian Air Force.
The CH-47F (I) Chinook is an advanced multi-mission 
helicopter that will provide the Indian armed forces 
with unmatched strategic airlift capability across the full 
spectrum of combat and humanitarian missions. The Indian 
Air Force currently has 15 Chinook helicopters on order.  
“Boeing has strengthened its supply chain with over 160 
partners in India, and a JV to manufacture fuselages for 
Apache helicopters. Annual sourcing from India stands 
at $1 billion,” it added.  Dynamatics is building large 
sections of Chinook, and the Tata Boeing joint venture in 
Hyderabad is building the complete fuselage of the Apache. 
The government had finalised the contract 
for IAF’s 22 Apaches and 15 Chinooks in 
September 2015. The AH-64E Apache is a 
leading multi-role attack helicopter and is 
flown by the US Army.

India, Norway launch ‘India-Norway 
Marine Pollution Initiative’ to combat 

Marine Pollution      12 Feb' 19

The Union 
Ministry of 
Environment, 

Forests and Climate 
Change has signed a 
Letter of Intent (LoI) 
with the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to launch the 
‘India-Norway Marine Pollution Initiative’.   
The launch of the initiative came after the Indian and 
Norwegian governments signed an MoU to establish the 
‘India-Norway Ocean Dialogue’ during the Norwegian 
Prime Minister Erna Solberg’s visit to India in January 
2019. A Joint Task Force on Blue Economy was also 
established under the aegis of the MoU to promote multi-
sectoral cooperation in various aspects of Blue Economy.   
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He inaugurated the Rs 2,035-crore National Cancer 
Institute (NCI), Badhsa in Jhajjar district, through video 
conferencing.
The NCI is a state-of-the-art tertiary cancer care-cum-
research institute, constructed at the AIIMS Jhajjar 
campus. The 700-bed hospital will have facilities such as 
surgical oncology, radiation oncology, medical oncology, 
anaesthesia, palliative care and nuclear medicine, besides 
hostel rooms for doctors and attendants of cancer patients, 
an official statement said.
Modi also inaugurated the ESIC Medical College and 
Hospital, Faridabad.
This is the first ESIC Medical College and Hospital in north 
India and it has 510 beds.
The prime minister laid the foundation stone for National 
Institute of Ayurveda, Panchkula, being set up at Shri 
Mata Mansa Devi temple complex there. It will be a 
national-level institute for Ayurveda treatment, education 
and research. The foundation stone for Sri Krishna Ayush 
University, Kurukshetra, first varsity related to the Indian 
system of medicine in Haryana as well as first-of-its kind 
in the country, was also laid.
Modi also laid the foundation stone for 
the 'Battles of Panipat Museum'. The 
museum will honour the heroes of the 
battles of Panipat. Besides, the PM laid the 
foundation stone for Pandit Deen Dayal 
Upadhyay University of Health Sciences, 
Karnal.

Parliament passes Personal Laws 
(Amendment) Bill 2018       13 Feb' 19

The Parliament has passed the Personal Laws 
(Amendment Bill), 2018 that seeks to remove 
leprosy as a ground for divorce. The bill was passed 

after upper house of the Parliament Rajya Sabha approved 
it without discussion.  The lower house of the Parliament, 
Lok Sabha had passed the bill on January 7, 2019. Leprosy 
is being removed as a ground for divorce as it is now a 
curable disease as against the earlier notion of it being 
incurable.  
The Bill seeks to uphold the rights of people with leprosy 
as the disease is curable.  It seeks to amend five personal 
laws- the Hindu Marriage Act 1955, Dissolution of Muslim 
Marriages Act 1939, Divorce Act (for Christians) 1869, 
Special Marriage Act 1954 and the Hindu Adoptions and 
Maintenance Act 1956- to remove leprosy as a ground for 
divorce.  

Note: Blue Economy can be defined as ‘sustainable 
use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved 
livelihoods and better ocean ecosystem health’. The Blue 
Economy comprises various activities such as fisheries, 
marine transport, waste management, tourism, climate 
change, etc.  
India-Norway Marine Pollution Initiative 

 # The India-Norway Marine Pollution Initiative will 
combat marine pollution, which is one of the fastest 
growing environmental concerns.  

 # Norway and India will share experiences, competence 
and collaborate on efforts to develop clean and healthy 
oceans.  

 # Both the sides will jointly collaborate for sustainable 
use of ocean resources and growth in the blue economy.  

 # Through a range of implementing partners, this 
initiative will seek to support local governments 
in implementing sustainable waste management 
practices, develop systems for collecting and analysing 
information about sources and scope of marine 
pollution.   

 # They will also work towards beach 
clean-up efforts, awareness raising 
campaigns and pilot project using 
plastic waste as fuel substitution for 
coal in cement production.

PM inaugurates National Cancer 
Institute in Haryana, lays foundation 

stones for various projects      13 Feb' 19

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
launched six 

projects related to 
health and education 
in Haryana, including 
a cancer institute in 
Jhajjar and a medical 
university.
Modi was to participate in 'Swachh Shakti 2019', an event 
to recognise the leadership role played by rural women 
in Swachh Bharat Mission towards achieving a clean and 
open defecation-free country by October 2 this year.
The event was attended by women sarpanchs and women 
associated with the 'Swachhta' campaign from across the 
country. Modi distributed the 'Swachh Shakti 2019' awards 
at the event.

Ace shuttler Saina Nehwal claimed her first BWF title in two years after three-time world champion 
Carolina Marin of Spain limped out of the Indonesia Masters final due to a leg injury.
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World's No.1 tennis player Novak Djokovic defeated Rafael Nadal by 6-3, 6-2, 6-3 to win a record 
seventh Australian Open title.

 # Leprosy as a ground for divorce is a "discriminatory" 
provision. The first attempt towards eliminating the bias 
against people suffering from the disease was made in 
2008 when the National Human Rights Commission 
had underlined the need to make amendments in 
certain personal laws and other legislations.  

 # In 2010, the United Nations General Assembly adopted 
a Resolution on the ‘Elimination of discrimination 
against persons affected by leprosy and their family 
members’, which was signed and ratified by India.   

 # Subsequently, the 20th Law Commission of India in 
its 256th Report titled “Eliminating Discrimination 
Against Persons Affected by Leprosy” had 
recommended repeal of laws and provisions that were 
discriminatory against leprosy-affected people.  

 # In 2014, the Supreme Court had also asked the Centre 
and the state governments to take the necessary steps 
for rehabilitation and integration of leprosy-affected 
people into the mainstream including the steps to 
repeal the provisions where leprosy has been treated as 
a stigmatic disability.  

 # Hence, taking in regard the 
recommendations, Government decided 
to omit such discriminatory provisions 
from the Personal Laws.  

Union Cabinet approves Introduction 
of Registration of Marriage of NRI 

Bill, 2019      14 Feb' 19

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on February 13, 2019 approved 
the introduction of Registration of Marriage of 

Non-Resident Indian (NRI) Bill, 2019 to create more 
accountability to Indian citizens living abroad.
The bill mainly seeks to offer more protection against the 
exploitation of Indian citizens, mostly Indian women by 
their NRI partners.
Highlights:

 # The Bill provides for amendment of the legal 
framework to act as a deterrent to the erring NRI 
spouses and creating more accountability and offer 
protection against exploitation of Indian Citizens, 
specially women married to NRIs.

 # Under the new bill, a marriage between an NRI and 
an Indian citizen will have to be registered in India or 
Indian missions and posts abroad within 30 days from 
the date of marriage. 

 # After the bill’s passing, the necessary changes would 
be carried out in the Passports Act, 1967 and Code of 
Criminal Procedure 1973 by insertion of Section 86A.

 # According to the proposed amendments, if the 
marriage isn't registered within 30 days, the passport 
of the NRI will be revoked, summons 
and warrant be issued. 

 # Despite all this, if the NRI fails to 
appear in court, his properties will 
be attached and he will be declared 
'Proclaimed Offender'.

Third Indo-German Environment 
Forum held in New Delhi      14 Feb' 19

The third 
Indo-German 
Environment 

Forum with the 
theme "Cleaner Air, 
Greener Economy" 
was held in New 
Delhi.   While 
inaugurating the 
forum, Union Environment Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan 
said that India and Germany have had a rich cooperation 
engagement for the last 60 years which extends to sectors 
such as natural resource management, urban environment 
protection, climate change adaptation and mitigation and 
innovative green technologies.   
Highlights  

 # The one-day event involved panel discussions and 
parallel sessions focused on challenges, solutions 
and necessary framework conditions of air pollution 
control, waste management and circular economy 
as well as the implementation of NDCs and SDGs 
based on Paris Agreement and Agenda 2030 of UN 
respectively.  

 # It saw participation from around 250 representatives 
of ministries, business and science as well as non-
governmental organisations.  

 # The forum provided an ideal platform for the bilateral 
exchange of high-level policy-makers and other key 
players on international environmental and climate 
policy and cooperation between the two countries.  

 # It was organised by the two environment ministries 
in cooperation with the Asia-Pacific Committee 
of German Business and the Federation of Indian 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.   Besides this, 
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Veteran tribal leader and former Odisha minister Chaitanya Prasad Majhi died. He was 90. A prominent 

tribal leader from Mayurbhanj district, Majhi had penned some books on tribal language and culture.

two Joint Declarations of Intent (JDI) were exchanged 
during the forum between CPCB Chairman SP Singh 
Parihar and German Environment Agency President 
Maria Krautzberger.   

The declarations were signed to increase 
cooperation in the following areas:  

(i) Clean air and combating air pollution  
(ii) Preparation of reference and COINDS 
documents for textile sector.  

First District Cooling System of India 
to come up in Amaravati      15 Feb' 19

India’s First District cooling system will come up 
in Amravati, capital of the Andhra Pradesh. The 
government of Andhra Pradesh has entered into a 30-

year concession with UAE-based international cooling 
provider, The agreement between the National Central 
Cooling Company (Tabreed) for the District Cooling 
System at Amaravati. District cooling systems produce 
chilled water, steam or hot water at a central plant and then 
pipe that energy out (either underground or over rooftops) 
to buildings for air conditioning, space heating and water 
heating. As a result, these buildings don’t require their 
own chillers, air conditioners, boilers or furnaces.  They 
are considered to be highly efficient to address each of the 
challenges like high capital and operating costs, reliability, 
flexibility and environmental sustainability while meeting 
their comfort and process cooling and heating needs.  
District cooling uses only 50 per cent of primary energy 
consumption for cooling urban building and compared to 
other cooling systems. This also reduces carbon emissions. 
District cooling system at Amaravati is part of Andhra Pradesh 
government’s vision to create jobs and homes along with a 
world-class infrastructure at Amaravati.  The District cooling 
system will meet the cooling requirements 
for the State’s Assembly, High Court, 
Secretariat and other government buildings 
that are currently under construction, for 
which cooling services will commence from 
early 2021.

Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial 
(Amendment) Bill 2018      15 Feb' 19

The Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial 
(Amendment) Bill, 2018 was passed in Lok 
Sabha. Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial Act, 

1951 provided for the erection of a National Memorial in 
memory of those killed or wounded on April 13, 1919, in 
Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar. 

The 1951 Act also 
provided for a 
Trust to manage the 
National Memorial. 
The Trust as per the 
1951 Act included 
the Prime Minister, 
as Chairperson, (ii) 
the President of the 
Indian National Congress, (iii) the Minister in-charge of 
Culture, (iv) the Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, (v) 
the Governor of Punjab, (vi) the Chief Minister of Punjab, 
and (vii) three eminent persons nominated by the central 
government. 
The 2018 amendment bill removes the President of the 
Indian National Congress as a Trustee. Further, the bill 
clarifies that when there is no Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha, the leader of the single largest opposition party in 
the Lok Sabha will be the Trustee. The 1951 act provided 
that the three eminent persons nominated by the central 
government will have a term of five years and will be eligible 
for re-nomination. The 2018 bill added a clause to allow the 
central government to terminate the term of a nominated 
trustee before the expiry of his term without assigning 
any reason. The government claimed that 
the bill was brought in to address various 
deficiencies in the management of the 
National Memorial and to ensure that the 
Trust is an apolitical entity.

India withdraws Most Favoured 
Nation status accorded to Pakistan 

15 Feb' 19

India on February 15, 2019 withdrew the ‘Most - 
Favoured Nation’ status accorded to Pakistan following 
the Pulwama terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir that 

led to the killing of 44 CRPF personnel and injuring of 
many others.  The decision was taken during a meeting of 
the Cabinet Committee on Security, which was presided 
over by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to discuss the 
security scenario in Jammu and Kashmir in the wake of 
the terror attack. During a press meet after the meeting, 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said all the required efforts 
will be made to ensure that perpetrators of the heinous attack 
are brought to book and made to pay a heavy price.  The 
Minister said that the Union External Affairs Ministry would 
be launching an all-out effort to isolate Pakistan for having 
a direct hand in this gruesome terrorist attack. He said that 
the CRPF will make all the arrangements to bring back the 
mortal remains of all those who lost their lives in this attack.  
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What is MFN status?  

 # The most favoured nation (MFN) status was accorded 
in 1996 under WTO's General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT).  

 # The special status is accorded by one state to another 
in international trade. The term means that the country 
which is the recipient of this treatment must nominally 
receive equal trade advantages as the "most favoured 
nation" by the country granting such treatment.  

 # As per the obligation under the WTO, the member 
countries of WTO were required to extend MFN status 
to each other automatically, unless otherwise specified 
in the agreement or schedule notified to the WTO by 
the member country.  

 # Both India and Pakistan are signatories to this which 
means they have to treat each other and rest of WTO 
member countries as favoured trading partners.  

 # India extended MFN status to all SAARC nations including 
Pakistan and except for Pakistan, all the SAARC countries 
extended the special status to India as well.  

 # MFN status leads to equal treatment amongst countries 
and ensures a more stable, predictable, reliable and 
competitive international trade.  

 # India granted the MFN status to Pakistan in the year 
1996. Though the two nations have no formal bilateral 
trade agreement, a composite dialogue began between 
them in 1998.  

 # As per the WTO rules, India could roll back the MFN 
status from Pakistan at any point. The decision to 
review the MFN status accorded to Pakistan was first 
thought off in the wake of Uri attack.  

 # India's main exports to Pakistan include sugar, cotton, 
man-made filaments, chemicals, 
carpets, furniture fresh fruits and 
vegetables while its imports comprise 
mineral fuels, precious stones and 
wooden handicrafts among others.  

India liberalises e-visa regime 
16 Feb' 19

The Union Tourism Ministry recently made a series 
of amendments in India's e-visa regime, liberalising 
it further and making it more tourist friendly. The 

e-tourist Visa, which was introduced in September 2014 
with 46 countries has now been made applicable for 166 
countries. The Ministry of Tourism had been working very 
closely with the Ministry of Home Affairs for easing of the 
visa Regime in the country over a period of time.  

Highlights:

 # The duration of stay in India of e-tourist and e-business 
visas has been made maximum up to one year with 
multiple entry subject to the stay stipulations.  

 # The existing restriction of allowing foreigner for a 
maximum of three times has also been removed.  

 # Further, e-visa will be valid for entry through 2 two 
more designated airports such as Bhubaneswar and Port 
Blair, raising the total number of such airports to 28.  

 # There would be no separate category of destination 
wedding visa. Those attending a destination wedding in 
India can do so under normal e-tourist visa or tourist visa.  

 # Further, foreign nationals who fall sick during their 
stay in India can now avail medical treatment without 
converting their visa into medical visa. This would 
take care of sudden medical emergencies.  

 # Besides, visa-on-arrival facility has been extended to 
the nationals of the Republic of Korea.  

The e-tourist visa has now been made applicable for 166 
countries.  On e-tourist visa, continuous stay during each 
visit shall not exceed 90 days in case of nationals of all 
countries who are eligible for grant of e-visa except 
nationals of USA, UK, Canada and Japan. 
In case of nationals of USA, UK, Canada and Japan, the 
continuous stay during each visit shall not exceed 180 days.  
In all cases no registration will be required.  
On e-business visa, the continuous stay 
during each visit shall not exceed 180 days 
in case of nationals of all countries who are 
eligible for grant of e-visa  No registration 
will be required if the stay is for a period of 
less than 180 days.

Exercise Vayu Shakti-2019 concluded 
18 Feb' 19  

A mega exercise, 
Exercise Vayu 
Shakti-2019 

involving 140 
fighter jets and 
attack helicopters, 
in a firepower 
demonstration was 
held close to the 
border with Pakistan 
at Pokhran in Rajasthan. The IAF showcased firepower 
capability of indigenously-developed platforms like Light 
Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas, Advanced Light Helicopter 

Poonam Khetrapal Singh has been appointed the South-East Asia regional director of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) for a second five-year term.
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Swaraj’s visit to Bulgaria is the first-ever 
visit of an Indian External Affairs Minister 
to the nation. It is a follow-up visit to the 
state visit of the Indian President to Bulgaria 
in September 2018. 

India, Argentina sign MoU, release 
Joint Statement      19 Feb' 19

India and Argentina 
released a Joint 
Statement on 

February 18, 2019 
after extensive talks 
between Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi and the President 
of the Argentine 
Republic, Mauricio Macri, who is on a state visit to India from 
February 17-19, 2019.  President Mauricio Macri is in India at 
the invitation of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, as part of 
the celebrations of the 70th anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between the Argentine Republic and 
the Republic of India. The President is accompanied by senior 
government officials and a business delegation.  During the 
visit, President Macri met Indian President Ram Nath Kovind, 
who hosted a banquet in his honor. The President then met 
Prime Minister Modi, with whom he held official talks in a 
warm, cordial and friendly atmosphere and exchanged views 
on bilateral, regional and global issues of mutual interest.  
The Prime Minister fondly recalled his visit to Argentina 
to attend the G20 Leaders Summit in November-December 
2018 and commended President Macri's leadership for 
successfully steering the Summit. The two sides agreed to 
work closely for a successful G20 Summit in India in 2022, 
coinciding with the 75th year of India's independence.  
They also expressed satisfaction over the successful 
conclusion of the fifth India-Argentina 
Joint Commission Meeting, held in New 
Delhi on January 14, 2019, and reiterated 
their strong commitment to further deepen 
and reinvigorate the multifaceted relations 
between India and Argentina.

(ALH) and efficacy of Akash surface-to-air missile and Astra 
air-to-air missile. For the first time, the ALH and the Akash 
were deployed in a military exercise. 
A total of 137 aircraft including Sukhoi-30s, Mirage 2000s, 
Jaguars, Mig-21 Bison, Mig-27, Mig-29, IL78, Hercules 
and AN-32 aircraft participated in this mega exercise. Vayu 
Shakti  and Gagan Shakti Vayu Shakti and Gagan Shakti are 
two important exercises held by Indian Airforce. Exercise 
Vayu Shakti demonstrates the IAF’s ability to strike targets 
on the ground such as enemy convoys and 
tanks, radar stations, railway yards and 
military headquarters. The other important 
dimension of air power, air-to-air combat is 
out into display at another exercise of IAF 
called Gagan Shakti.

India, Morocco sign four MoUs to 
enhance cooperation      19 Feb' 19

India and Morocco 
on February 18, 
2019 signed four 

MoUs following the 
delegation-level talks 
between External 
Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj 
and her Moroccan 
counterpart Nasser Bourita in Rabat.  The agreements 
include setting up of joint working group on counter 
terrorism, cooperation in housing and human settlement, 
reciprocal facilitation of procedures for issue of business 
visa and cooperation in youth matters.  The Indian External 
Affairs Minister and her Moroccan counterpart discussed 
ways to enhance bilateral cooperation in a number of areas, 
including defence and security, counter-terrorism and trade 
and investment.

The Indian External Affairs Minister, Sushma Swaraj was 
on a 4-day three nation tour to Bulgaria, Morocco and Spain 
from February 16-19, 2019, as a part of India's efforts to 
strengthen ties with these countries and expand avenues of 
cooperation.

Denmark's Anders Antonsen has won the men's singles title of Indonesia Masters Badminton 
Tournament by defeating Kento Momota of Japan.
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Expressway. For the said project, Rs 5555 crore rupees will 
be invested.
Bundelkhand Expressway

The Cabinet also gave its assent for the Bundelkhand 
Expressway and the development of the Bundelkhand 
region. The Bundelkhand Expressway will be 296 km long 
and would cost Rs 8,864 crore. It will pass through 182 
villages.
The Bundelkhand Expressway will begin at Jhansi-
Mirzapur national highway near Bharatkoop 
in Chitrakoot and end at Agra-Lucknow 
expressway. Earlier, Yogi Adityanath-led 
Uttar Pradesh government also decided 
to name the proposed Bundelkhand 
Expressway as ‘Atal Path’.

Special scheme by Maharashtra to 
curb infant deaths      30 Jan' 19

The state government of Maharashtra has launched 
a special scheme to curb infant deaths. The 
government started distributing baby-care kits to 

the children born in primary health centres and government 
hospitals, as part of its efforts to reduce the infant mortality 
rate. The scheme is only applicable for the first child and it 
is expected to benefit around four lakh women across the 
state.  
Highlights:

 # Each of the baby-care kits contains a blanket, a small 
mattress, a towel, a thermometer, baby oil, shampoo, 
toys, nail-cutter, gloves and socks among other things. 
The total cost of each kit is around Rs 2,000.  

 # The baby-care kits will be given to the women, who 
are admitted to a state-run hospital, after their first 
delivery. The government has allocated Rs 20 crore 
for the scheme but would increase the amount if 
required.  

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Assam launches Arundhati 
Scheme.

J&K Government 
withdraws security cover 
of  separatist leaders in 

Kashmir.

Emergency Response 
Support System (ERSS) 

launched.

U.S. lawmakers have nominated jailed Uyghur academic and blogger Ilham Tohti to receive the 2019 
Nobel Peace Prize. Ilham has been sentenced to life in prison for "separatism"

Ganga Expressway to connect 
Prayagraj with Western UP 

30 Jan' 19

Uttar Pradesh 
State Cabinet 
on January 

29, 2019 approved 
the construction 
of a four-lane 
Ganga Expressway 
connecting Prayagraj 
to Western Utter 
Pradesh. Ganga 
Expressway will provide better connectivity to Prayagraj. 
Once completed, it would be longest expressway in the 
world.
The decision regarding the same was taken during UP 
State Cabinet meeting that was held at Prayagraj during the 
ongoing Kumbh Mela. For the first time in the history of 
Kumbh, UP State Cabinet meeting was held at Prayagraj. 
Highlights

The four-lane expressway will be 600 kilometres long and 
can be expanded to six-lane in future. The construction of 
Ganga Expressway from Meerut to Prayagraj would cost 
around Rs 36,000 crore.
It will require 6,556 hectares of land and it will be access-
controlled. It will touch Amroha, Bulandshahr, Budaun, 
Shahjahanpur, Farrukhabad, Hardoi, Kannauj, Unnao, 
Raebareli, and Pratapgarh before reaching Prayagraj. It 
will provide better connectivity from Western districts to 
Prayagraj.
Purvanchal Expressway

The State Cabinet also approved the proposal of 
Gorakhpur Link Road Project to connect Azamgarh and 
Ambedkarnagar with Lucknow-Ghazipur Purvanchal 
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Tawang for rest of India. The Sela pass tunnel will be 
constructed by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO). 
The announcement of the project was done in the Union 
Budget 2018 by then Finance Minister Arun Jaitley. Project 
costs Rs. 687 crore and is expected to be completed in the 
three years. The project involves the construction of a road 
for a total distance of 12.04 km which consist of two tunnels 
of 1790 and 475 meters. The project once completed will 
reduce the travelling time from Tezpur to Tawang by more 
than one hour. The project will also aid travellers in by-
passing the dangerous snow-covered Sela top at a height of 
13,700 feet. The Sela tunnel project will provide all-weather 
connectivity and reduce travelling time. This aids the swift 
and fast movement of army troops in Tawang which is a 
strategically-located district located near the border of China. 
The tunnel will reduce the travel time 
between the Indian Army’s 4 Corps 
headquarters at Tezpur in Assam and 
Tawang. The tunnel project will also boost 
the tourism industry and economic activities 
in the region as well as north-eastern states.

Dikkibandi stadium to renamed after 
P A Sangma      10 Feb' 19

The govt. of 
M e g h a l a y a 
has decided 

to rename the 
Dikkibandi stadium 
after P A Sangma. 
The decision was 
made by the state 
cabinet as per 
the recommendations made by state naming authority 
tasked with the job to name roads, and institutions after 
personalities. Along with the Dikkibandi stadium, a 
junction leading to AMPT road in Tura have been renamed 
after P A Sangma. Purno Agitok Sangma has served as 
the Speaker of the Lok Sabha and the Chief Minister 
of Meghalaya. He began his political journey with the 
Congress party and represented the Tura constituency of 
Meghalaya in Lok Sabha multiple times.  P A Sangma 
served as the Chief Minister of Meghalaya from 1988 to 
1990. He formed the Nationalist Congress Party in 1999 
along with Sharad Pawar and Tariq Anwar.  He contested 
the elections for the post of President of 
India in 2012 and lost the elections to 
Pranab Mukherjee. P A Sangma died from 
cardiac arrest in New Delhi on 4 March 
2016 at the age of 68.

The government-run hospitals and primary health centres 
in the state report around 10 lakh deliveries every year, 
of which around four lakh are first-time deliveries (first-
time mothers).   All these four lakh women will be eligible 
for the baby-care kits.  A similar scheme 
was introduced earlier in Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana and Tamil Nadu and it has 
shown some success in terms of bringing 
down the infant mortality.

Assam launches Arundhati Scheme 
8 Feb' 19  

The govt. of Assam has announced a new scheme 
called Arundhati to provide gold at free of cost to the 
brides.  Under the scheme, the government of Assam 

aims to provide 1 Tola Gold, at about Rs 38K as on today, 
to brides belonging to all such communities of Assam where 
it is customary to provide gold at the time of the wedding. 
The government has set aside Rs 300 cr has been for the 
implementation of the Arundhati Scheme. The scheme is 
named after Arundhati, wife of great sage Basistha. 
Arundhati considered an epitome of chastity and conjugal 
bliss and the government wants to wish the bride with 
joy and happiness of that of Arundhati. The benefit under 
Arundhati scheme can be availed upon formal registration 
of marriages under Special Marriage (Assam) Rules, 1954 
& the gold will reach beneficiaries right in time for the 
social marriage. The scheme is limited for economically 
weaker sections, whose annual income is below Rs 5 lakh. 
Gold forms an inherent part of Indian weddings. With the 
introduction of the Arundhati Scheme, 
the government wants to stand with those 
fathers who cannot afford to gift a set of 
gold ornaments to their daughters and 
would to resort to borrowings and put 
themselves in the vicious cycle of debt.

PM Lays Foundation Stone for Sela 
Tunnel in Arunachal Pradesh      9 Feb' 19

PM Narendra 
Modi laid 
F o u n d a t i o n 

Stone for the Sela 
Tunnel Project in 
Arunachal Pradesh 
across Sela Pass.  
Sela Pass is a high-
altitude mountain 
pass located on the border between the Tawang and West 
Kameng Districts of Arunachal Pradesh. The pass connects 

G Sathiyan climbed three places to reach 28th place in the latest Table tennis rankings while 
compatriot Manika Batra became the first female from the country to break into the top-50.
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Yes Bank announced that it has appointed director Ajai Kumar as interim MD and CEO of the lender. 
Kumar will take charge on February 1 for one month or till Ravneet Singh Gill assumes office as MD 
& CEO. The RBI had asked Rana Kapoor to step down as Yes Bank's MD and CEO by January 31.

State Budgets

Bihar Budget 2019-20

Finance Minister 
Piyush Goyal 
on February 

1, 2019 presented 
the Union Interim 
Budget 2019-20, an 
estimate of revenues 
and expenditure of 
the Government 
during a financial year 
2018-19. On the similar lines, various state governments 
have begun presenting the budget of their respective states.
Bihar Chief Minister and Finance Minister Sushil Kumar 
Modi on February 12, 2019 presented the Rs 2,00,501 crore 
state budget in the Bihar Assembly with focus on education, 
rural development and energy sectors. 
The Bihar budget 2019 has revenue surplus of Rs 21,516.99 
crore during 2019-20 which is 3.76 percent of GSDP. GSDP 
is estimated at Rs 5,72,827 crore for 2019-20. 
It allocated Rs 34,798 crore for the education sector; Rs 
15,699 crore for rural development sector; and Rs 8,894.32 
crore for the energy sector. 
It has provision for opening 11 medical colleges in the State. 
It allocated Rs 16,734 crore towards the welfare of the 
Schedule Castes and Rs 1,565 crore towards the Scheduled 
Tribes. 
It granted Rs 1,43,133.73 crore for the development 
expenditure and Rs 54,367.30 crore for non-development 
expenditure for 2019-20. 
The Annual Scheme Outlay for the financial year 2019-
20 was estimated at Rs 1,00,000.98 crore, which is Rs 
8,206.25 crore more than for the year 2018-19. 
The Establishment & Commitment expenditure for the 
financial year 2019-20 was estimated at Rs 99,110.01 
crore. The Grants in aid from Central government to state 
was estimated at Rs 49,019.38 crore in 2019-20.

UP Budget 2019-20

The Yogi Adityanath-led Uttar Pradesh government 
on February 7, 2019 presented its annual budget of 
Rs 4.79 lakh crore for the fiscal year 2019-20 with 

a focus on infrastructure, cow welfare and development of 
religious places. 
The UP Budget 2019-20 proposed overall expenditure of 
around Rs 650 crore for cow welfare with Rs 247.60 crore 

for maintenance 
and construction of 
gaushalas in rural 
areas. 
Rs 200 crore was 
sanctioned for Kanha 
gaushala and destitute 
cattle shelter scheme 
in urban areas. 
The government imposed a special cess on liquor sales in 
the state, of which around Rs 165 crore will be utilised for 
the maintenance of destitute cattle-heads of the state. 
The Budget granted Rs 64 crore for the Pt Deen Dayal 
Upadhyay Small Dairy Scheme to set up 10,000 units. 
A budgetary provision of Rs 56 crore was made for the 
establishment of dairy in Mathura and Rs 5 crore allocated 
for 2019-20 for various programmes under the Uttar 
Pradesh Dairy Policy, 2018. 
It also provisioned Rs 892 crore for the National Agriculture 
Development Scheme and Rs 450 crore for National Crop 
Insurance Programme. 
Rs 3,194 crore granted for the construction of expressways 
in the state. Rs 1,194 crore allocated for Purvanchal 
Expressway and Rs 1,000 crore sanctioned for Bundelkhand 
Expressway and Gorakhpur Link Expressway each. Around 
Rs 500 crore allocated for land acquisition to develop a 
defence corridor along with the Bundelkhand Expressway. 
The government allocated Rs 800 crore to acquire land for 
Jewar Airport; Rs 200 crore allocated for the construction 
of an airport in Ayodhya. It proposed Rs 207 crore for 
expansion and beautification of the road from the Ganga 
bank to the Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi, and Rs 101 
crore for the integrated development of major tourist places 
in Ayodhya. Rs 1 crore granted to strengthen the Vrindavan 
Shodh Sansthan. 
For minority welfare, Rs 942 crore under the Scholarship 
Scheme for students belonging to minority communities was 
sanctioned and Rs 459 crore proposed for modernisation of 
Arabi-Farsi Madarsas. 
The budget proposed Rs 100 crore for the development 
of cremation grounds in rural areas of the state. For rural 
development, it allocated Rs 6,240 crore under Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana (Gramin) and Rs 3,488 crore for implementation 
of National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. 
Rs 2,579 crore allocated under the Old Age and Farmers' 
Pension Scheme. 
Rs 50 crore allocated for Wi-Fi facility in all the colleges 
and universities. 
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Nilambar Acharya, Nepal’s former law minister, has been appointed as the country’s ambassador to 
India. The position of the Nepalese ambassador to India was vacant for more than a year after Deep 

Kumar Upadhyay resigned to join politics.

Rs 242 crore allocated to provide grant-in-aid to Sanskrit 
Pathshalas in order to encourage education of Sanskrit. 
Rs 2,275 crore allocated for Mid-Day Meal programme. 
It allocated Rs 250 crore for One District, One Product 
(ODOP) scheme; Rs 6,000 crore for Swachh Bharat 
Mission; Rs 224 crore for Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 
Rurban Mission. 
Rs 2,954 crore allocated for the National Rural Drinking 
Water Programme and Rs 1,393 crore for National Rural 
Livelihood Mission. 
It allocated Rs 1,200 crore to the proposed new scheme 
called the 'Kanya Sumangala Yojana' to raise the health 
and education standard of girls. Overall, Rs 4,004 crore 
were allocated for the nutrition programme. Rs 1,410 crore 
was granted for the sustenance of destitute widows and 
education of their children.

Tamil Nadu Budget 2019-20

Tamil Nadu 
Deputy Chief 
Minister O 

Panneerselvam on 
February 8, 2019 
presented a tax-free 
Budget for 2019-20, 
projecting a sharp 
decline in revenue 
deficit and a fiscal deficit within the threshold of 3 percent 
of GSDP. 
The revenue deficit will decline to Rs 14,315 crore in 2019-
20 from Rs 19,319 crore in the revised budget estimate for 
2018-19. The fiscal deficit is estimated to be Rs 44,176 
crore in the BE 2019-2020. 
Tamil Nadu is a better performing State in implementing 
Goods and Services Tax (GST). However, it is yet to 
receive its due share of IGST of Rs 5,454 crore and the 
assured GST compensation of Rs 455 crore for 2017-2018. 
The Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution Corporation 
(TANGEDCO) will establish floating solar power projects 
in Theni, Salem and Erode districts with a capacity of 250 
MW at a cost of Rs 1,125 crore and the Kadaladi Ultra 
Mega Solar Photovoltaic Park Power Project of 500 MW at 
a cost of Rs 2,350 crore. 
A sum of Rs 6,724 crore has been included in RE 2018-
2019 and Rs 7,262 crore is being included in BE 2019-
2020 for retail IMFL shops. 
A Rs 2,000 crore comprehensive parking management 
project will be launched. It will have underground parking 
facilities, multilevel parking facilities and on-lane smart 

parking to accommodate two lakh four-wheelers and an 
equal number of two-wheelers. 

Karnataka budget 2019-20 

Karnataka Chief 
Minister H D 
Kumaraswamy 

presented the state 
budget for the financial 
year 2019-20. This 
was the second budget 
of Kumaraswamy-led 
government. 
Implementation of Nava Bengaluru Kriya Yojana at an 
estimated cost of Rs 8,015 crore, of which Rs 2,300 crore will 
be granted in 2019-20. It granted Rs 250 crore to Krushi Bhagya 
scheme.; announced grading of Organic and Zero budget farm 
produce, and 50 percent subsidy to eligible entrepreneurs and 
startup entrepreneurs with a grant of Rs 2 crore. 
It allocated of Rs 368 crore for “Mukhyamanthrigala 
Sukshma Neeravari Yojana” during 2019-20. The special 
package of Rs 150 crore announced to improve the 
economic condition of pomegranate and grape growers. 
Rs 40 crore granted for the work of laying of pipeline for 
utilising 40 M.L.D water carried to Karnataka Industrial 
Area Development Board under K.C. Valley project. 
Rs 32 crore granted for construction of new terminal 
building in 2019-20 at Bidar airport.
It allocated Rs 100 crore to construct security barriers 
across the tanks, canals and other water bodies existing 
beside the roads. 
It proposed development of 7,940 km length of roads at a cost 
of Rs 10,000 crore. The work for up-gradation of roads and 
bridges will be carried out at a total cost of Rs 5,690 crore. 
The extension of Metro line from Central Silk Board 
junction to the Outer Ring Road-Airport via K R Puram 
via Hebbal will be carried out at a cost of Rs 16,579 crore. 
Provision of Sub-urban rail services in Bengaluru at a 
total estimated cost of Rs 23,093 crore; a Special Purpose 
Vehicle (SPV) 'Bengaluru Rail Infrastructure Development 
Entity' (B-RIDE) under State and Central Government 
partnership Rs 50 crore allocated for implementation of a 
comprehensive mobility scheme. 
It proposed to establish an e-Governance Cell in 
Administrative Training Institute of Mysuru It also 
proposed the establishment of state-of-the-art language 
skill training centres in Bengaluru, Mysuru, Belagavi and 
Kalaburgi divisions in the name of 'Alur Venkatarao' at a 
cost of Rs 2 crore. 
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It allocated expenditure of Rs 638 crore under Ksheera 
Bhagya scheme for school going children and Rs 405 crore 
for Anganawadi children. 
It proposed ‘Mini Olympic Games - 2019’ to identify and 
encourage sports persons between 13 and 15 years. 
Creation of 4 new taluks proposed in Harohalli (Ramanagar 
District) and Chelur (Chikkaballapur District), Terdal 
(Bagalakot District) and Kalasa (Chikkamagalur District). 

Assam budget 2019-20 

Assam Finance 
Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma on 

February 6, 2019 presented 
Rs 1,193.04 crore deficit 
budget for 2019-20.  
Social security schemes 
announced to cover 
the young widows and 
'divgyangs'. Scholarship schemes announced for the higher 
education of girls from the minority communities. 
Launch of ‘Affordable Nutrition and Nourishment Assistance 
(ANNA) Yojana’ from March 2019. Under the scheme, 
government will provide rice at Re 1 per kg instead of the 
present Rs 3 per kg for the benefit of 53 lakh households. 
The state will give one tola gold (10 gram Gold) to brides 
belonging to all such communities of state where it is 
customary to provide gold at the time of wedding. The 
gold benefit will be extended to those brides who belong to 
families whose yearly earning is less than Rs 5 lakh.
Provision of free text books to students up to degree level 
(Arts, Science and Commerce) Subsidy of Rs 700 per 
student per month for 10 months in a year for those students 
staying in the hostels of government, or provincialised 
colleges and universities Government will also provide 
battery operated 'e-bikes' to all girl students who secure 1st 
division or above in their higher secondary examinations. 
Rice will be provided free of cost to 4 lakh families in the 
tea garden areas and 2 kg of sugar will be provided per 
month to the families of the tea garden workers. 
For welfare of widows, budget announces a new scheme 
under which any woman up to the age of 45 years, who 
loses her husband, will receive an amount of Rs 25,000 
as 'Immediate Family Assistance'. The widow will also be 
eligible for a monthly pension of Rs 250 until she attains 
the age of 60 years. 
The government earmarked Rs 200 crore for scholarships 
to girl students of minority communities for higher 
education. Establishment of a Development Corporation 

for the Indigenous Muslims to take up various programmes 
for their development.

West Bengal Budget 2019-20

The West Bengal’s 
Finance Minister 
Amit Mitra 

on February 4, 2019 
presented the state 
Budget 2019-20 of Rs 
2.37 lakh crore with a 
Rs 9 crore deficit. The 
West Bengal Budget 
encompasses benefits for small farmers, unemployed youth 
and women. The Budget was presented amid protest by 
Chief Minister Mamta Banerjee over the CBI's arrest of the 
Kolkata Police Chief in connection with a Saradha scam.    
The Budget raises the monthly wages for contractual 
workers and data entry operators by Rs 2000 and Rs 500 
for Asha and Anganwadi workers. It proposes a raise of 
ex-gratia payment to contractual workers to Rs 3 lakh 
from Rs 2 lakh. It offers Rs 1 lakh financial assistance for 
unemployed youth. The annual grants of Rs 5,000 and Rs 
2,000 have been announced for farmers with one acre and 
less than an acre of land, respectively. 
The full exemption on education cess and rural employment 
cess for tea gardens has been extended for two more years.
The budget allocates Rs 9,556 crore for the healthcare 
sector in 2019-20. The state’s tax collection grew to Rs 
57,700 crore in the financial year 2018-19. 
Bengal government has been giving more emphasis to 
develop the MSME sector in the state. The credit flow to 
this sector achieved 13 percent growth of Rs 20,287 crore 
during April-September 2018. 
Over 9.08 lakh jobs were created in the state and 8.82 lakh 
people were benefited by Khadya Sathi Scheme of the state. 
West Bengal becomes the third state after Telengana and 
Odisha to come out with a minimum income plan for small 
farmers.  

Goa Annual Budget 2019-20

Goa Chief 
M i n i s t e r 
M a n o h a r 

Parrikar, who also 
holds Finance 
portfolio of the state 
as well, presented the 
state annual budget 
of Rs 19,548.69 crore 

Former Madhya Pradesh DGP Rishi Kumar Shukla has been appointed as the new CBI Director for a 
period of two years.
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Pulwama attack. After reviewing the security situation in 
Kashmir, the Home Minister said that the security given 
to people being funded by Pakistan and 
the ISI should be reviewed.  The Minister 
said that some elements in Jammu and 
Kashmir have links with the ISI and 
terrorist organisations. Their security 
should be reviewed.

Emergency Response Support System 
(ERSS) launched in 16 States and UTs 

19 Feb' 19

The 112 helpline 
which was 
earlier launched 

in Himachal Pradesh 
and Nagaland was 
launched in 16 states 
and UTs by Union 
Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh under 
the Emergency Response Support System (ERSS). 

The 16 states and Union Territories where the helpline 
was launched were Andhra Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Punjab, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Puducherry, 
Lakshadweep, Andaman, Dadar and Nagar Haveli, Daman 
and Diu, Jammu and Kashmir. 

Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) The 
Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) integrates 
police (100), fire (101) and women (1090) helpline 
numbers into a single 112 helpline number and the 
process is on to integrate the health emergency number 
(108) soon.

To access the ERSS the person can dial ‘112’ on a 
phone. The person can also press the power button of 
a smartphone three times quickly to send a panic call 
to the Emergency Response Centre or long press the 
‘5’ or ‘9’ key to activate the panic call from the normal 
phone. 

The ERSS can also be accessed through  ‘112’ India mobile 
app, which is available free on Google 
Play Store and Apple Store or log onto the 
ERSS website for the respective state and 
send an emergency email or SOS alert to 
state Emergency response centre.

for the year 2019-20 as against Rs 17,123.28 crore for the 
year 2018-19, representing an increase of 14.16 percent 
over last year.  

 # The total estimated expenditure on Revenue Account 
was Rs 13,308.26 crore while the expenditure on 
Capital Account was Rs 4987.45 crore.  

 # There was an increase in the allocation for Capital 
Expenditure by 18.29 percent, as compared to the 
budget estimate for the last year, which 
was 4216.25 crore rupees.  

 # Overall the budget indicated a revenue 
surplus which was estimated to be Rs 
455.10 crore.

J&K Government withdraws security 
cover of separatist leaders in Kashmir 

18 Feb' 19

The Jammu 
and Kashmir 
administration 

issued orders to 
withdraw security 
cover of six 
separatist leaders, 
including Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq.  The 
security has been withdrawn for Abdul Gani Bhat, Bilal 
Lone, Hashim Qureshi, Fazal Haq Qureshi and Shabir 
Shah, besides Mirwaiz. The decision comes days after 
the shocking Pulwama terror attack, in which 44 CRPF 
personnel were killed. 
Highlights  

 # According to the order, all security and vehicles 
provided to the separatist leaders will stand withdrawn 
with immediate effect.   

 # Under it, no security forces or cover will be provided, 
under any pretext, to these leaders or any other 
separatists.   

 # The order states that if the separatists have any other 
facilities provided by Government, they will be 
withdrawn forthwith.  

 # Further, the state police will review if there are any 
other separatists who have security or facilities that 
will be withdrawn immediately.   

The order comes two days after Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh visited Kashmir on February 15, 2019 
to review the security situation in the Valley after the 

Senior journalist and author Banarasi Singh passed away. Singh was 85. Singh wrote several books 
including 'San Sattavan Ke Bhoole Shaheed' and 'London Mein Goli'.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of the first-ever university 
in the Ladakh region of Jammu and Kashmir.

Largest-ever coastal 

defence exercise ‘Sea Vigil’ 

concludes.

UAE, Saudi Arabian 
central banks launch 

common digital currency 
called 'Aber'.

Macedonia signs accord to 
join NATO.

Rio de Janeiro becomes the first 
World Capital of Architecture for 

2020      21 Jan' 19

The United Nations 
E d u c a t i o n a l , 
Scientific, and 

Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) has named 
the Brazilian city 
of Rio de Janeiro as 
the World Capital of 
Architecture for 2020.  
The announcement 
was made by UNESCO’s Assistant Director-General for 
Culture Ernesto Ottone R, Thomas Vonier, President of 
the International Union of Architects (UIA) and Verena 
Vicentini Andreatta, Municipal Secretary of the City of Rio 
for Urbanism. 
Highlights:

Rio will be the first city to receive the title under a 
programme launched together by UNESCO and the 
International Union of Architects (UIA) in November 
2018. The city beat Paris and Melbourne to get the position.  
World Capital of Architecture  

The initiative underscores the common commitment of 
UNESCO and the UIA to preserve architectural heritage 
in the urban context.  As the first World Capital of 
Architecture, Rio de Janeiro will demonstrate the crucial 
role of architecture and culture in sustainable urban 
development, through the range and quality of its activities.  
It is intended to become an international forum for debates 
about pressing global challenges from the perspectives of 
culture, cultural heritage, urban planning and architecture. 
As one of the oldest cities in Brazil, Rio has a mix of modern 
and colonial architecture, with world-renowned sites 

like the statue of Christ the Redeemer and contemporary 
constructions like the Museum of Tomorrow.  The city is 
also home to works of renowned architects such as Oscar 
Niemeyer, who also designed the capital city of Brasilia.  
With the recognition as the World Capital of Architecture, 
the city will hold a series of events under the theme “All the 
worlds. Just one world,” and promote the internationally 
agreed 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’s 11th 
Goal: “Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable.”  The city would also be hosting 
the 27th edition of the International Union of Architects’ 
World Congress in July 2020. The World Congress takes 
place every three years.  
UNESCO, the UIA and local institutions would be 
organising activities to promote projects 
involving architects and urban planners as 
well as policymakers, social institutions and 
professionals from other sectors including 
artists and writers in an open and creative 
space of dialogue and innovation.

Largest-ever coastal defence exercise 
‘Sea Vigil’ concludes      24 Jan' 19

Largest-ever coastal 
defence exercise 
by Indian Navy- 

‘Sea Vigil’- conducted 
by the Navy and 
Coast Guard, in close 
coordination with State 
Governments and Union 
Territories concluded 
on January 23, 2019.  The exercise, a first of its kind, 
was undertaken along the entire 7516.6 km coastline 
and Exclusive Economic Zone of India and involved all 
the 13 coastal States and Union Territories along with all 



37

INTErNaTIONaL

APRIL 2019  MICA
Canara Bank's Executive Director P V Bharathi took over as the managing director and chief 

executive officer of the Corporation Bank. She is the first woman to hold this post in the bank.

maritime stakeholders, including the fishing and coastal 
communities.  
The exercise was conducted to comprehensively and 
holistically validate the efficacy of the measures taken since 
the '26/11' attack in Mumbai.  It aimed to simultaneously 
activate the coastal security mechanism across all states 
and union territories.  
Highlights  

 # Sea Vigil was the largest such exercise the country had 
ever witnessed in recent times and saw participation by 
more than 100 ships, aircraft and patrol boats manned 
and operated by various security agencies.    

 # It covered a wide frontage, covering for the first time 
the entire coast of India, including island territories, 
seaward, coastal and hinterland areas.   

 # Though smaller exercises are conducted in coastal 
states on a biannual basis, including combined 
exercises amongst adjoining states, this is the first-
of-its-kind security exercise to be conducted at the 
national level.  

 # The exercise was a build-up towards the major theatre 
level tri-service exercise ‘TROPEX’ (Theatre-level 
Readiness Operational Exercise) which Indian Navy 
conducts once every two years.   

 # Exercise Sea Vigil and TROPEX together will cover 
the entire spectrum of maritime security, including 
the transition from peace to conflict.   All operational 
assets of the Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard 
participated in the Sea Vigil.  

In the aftermath of "26/11", a whole-of-government 
approach to maritime security was adopted and a large 
number of measures were taken by a host of stakeholders.   
The Indian Coast Guard was designated as the agency 
responsible for overall maritime security, including 
offshore and coastal security in territorial waters, including 
waters to be patrolled by the State Marine 
Police. Coastal security is a complex 
construct since it involves activities both at 
sea and at land. Hence, in the discharge of 
these very responsibilities, the Indian Navy 
planned exercise 'SEA VIGIL'.

UAE, Saudi Arabian central banks 
launch common digital currency 

called 'Aber'      30 Jan' 19

The central banks of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Saudi Arabia have launched a common 
digital currency called ‘Aber’, which will be used 

in financial settlements between the two countries through 
Blockchains and Distributed Ledgers technologies. The 
UAE central bank will establish an additional means for 
the central financial transfer systems of the two countries 
and enable banks to directly deal with each other in 
conducting financial remittances.  The key objective of the 
pilot project is studying the practical application of modern 
technologies and determining their impact on the reduction 
of remittance costs and assessment of technical risks and 
how to deal with them. 
Highlights  

 # For the implementation of Aber project, the two 
countries have emphasised that concentration in the 
initial stages will be on technical aspects.  

 # The use of the currency will be restricted to a limited 
number of banks in each state.   

 # In case that no technical obstacles are encountered, 
economic and legal requirements for future uses will 
be considered.  

 # The central bank-based digital currency will make 
cross-border financial transactions more secure and 
financially efficient.  

 # The Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority 
(SAMA) and the Central Bank of UAE 
share the same desire to launch pilot projects 
in the use of Blockchain and Distributed 
Ledgers technologies to identify them and 
learn how to benefit from them.

UNSC adopts resolution to extend 
sanctions against Central African 

Republic      4 Feb' 19

The United Nations 
Security Council 
resolution 2454 

has been adopted 
unanimously. The 
features of the resolution 
2454 are:  
They extend the 
sanctions against the 
Central African Republic (CAR) for a year. 
The resolution renews an arms embargo, travel ban and 
asset freeze till January 31, 2020. 
The mandate of the panel of experts, which helps the 
Security Council with the implementation of the sanctions, 
until Feb 29, 2020, has been extended. 



MICA  APRIL 201938

NEWS BITES INTErNaTIONaL

Young Maharashtra-based artist Shashikant Patil has been declared as the winner of the Centre of 
International Modern Art (CIMA) Award. Patil, who hails from a village in Maharashtra, got the 

award for his painting installation 'Transformation'.

The establishment of key benchmarks in various sectors 
that could help the Security Council to review the arms 
embargo by April 30, 2019. 
Sanctions against the Central African Republic 

The Central African Republic has been haunted by violence 
between Muslims and Christians since predominantly 
Muslim, Seleka rebels overthrew the Christian president in 
March 2013 and seized power.  Anti-Balaka militias, mostly 
Christians, fought back, resulting in thousands of deaths and 
displacement. As a result, many fled to the country’s north 
and across the border into Chad and Cameroon. There was 
an incitement of violence based on religion and ethnicity.  
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) unanimously 
adopted the Security Council Resolution 2127 in 2013 as 
a response to the breakdown of law and order which saw 
increasing violence and widespread human rights abuses in 
the Central African Republic and it is being 
renewed subsequently. The Resolution 
2127 imposed several measures including 
a year-long embargo on the supply of arms, 
military equipment and related assistance 
to non-state actors in the CAR.

US, Russia suspend INF Treaty       
4 Feb' 19  

With the formal 
a n n o u n c e -
ment by the 

United States about the 
withdrawal from the 
INF treaty, Russia has 
followed the suit and 
declared the suspension 
of the treaty. Defence 
analysts fear about the 
arms race due to the suspension of the treaty. 
The treaty prohibited the United States and the Soviet 
Union from possessing, testing and deploying ground-
launched cruise and ballistic missiles of ranges between 
500 and 5,500 kilometres (300 to 3,400 miles). The treaty 
covers all types of ground-launched cruise and ballistic 
missiles whether their payload is conventional or nuclear. 
The treaty exempted the air-launched and sea-based missile 
systems in the same range. Under the treaty, both US and 
Russia had destroyed 846 and 1,846 missiles respectively.  
Due to the limited range, Short flight times and unpredictable 
flight patterns, It was difficult to detect the short and medium 
ranges missiles. As a result, there was a threat of nuclear 
war in Europe which is sandwiched between Russia and 
US.  The missiles were designed chiefly to fight a theatre 

nuclear war in Europe. It exacerbated crisis instability and 
increased the chances of an accidental nuclear war.  Hence 
the destruction of these missiles under the provisions of the 
INF treaty was highly beneficial towards enhancing both 
regional and global security.  
Both Russia and US would indulge in the development 
of these short and medium ranges missiles. There could 
be an arms race with EU joining the race as a third 
entity. Since these missiles are mobile, hard to detect, 
nuclear-capable and can reach European 
cities, they have hardly any warning time 
at all so they reduce the threshold for 
any potential use of nuclear weapons in 
a conflict. This would lead to instability 
and trust deficit.

Macedonia signs accord to join NATO  
8 Feb' 19

Macedonia takes 
a major step on 
road to NATO 

membership. The conflict 
over the name with Greece 
had become a damper in 
its membership to NATO. 
With the conflict with 
Greece taken to logical 
end with the conclusion of 
Prespa Agreement, Macedonia has signed accession papers 
with NATO.  
The signing of accession papers allows Macedonia take 
part in NATO ministerial meetings as an invitee. To acquire 
full membership, all 29 current members must ratify the 
accession protocol.  
Russia has raised concerns against Macedonia becoming 
part of NATO. Russia has accused NATO of destabilising 
the Balkans by pushing Macedonia and Montenegro to 
join NATO.  Russia sees Balkan nations as its sphere of 
influence and is against NATO or any other body led by US 
or EU making inroads to these Balkan countries. 
NATO’s membership provides a guarantee of mutual 
defence, provides a welcome insurance policy against 
possible incursions. Russia perceives this as an attempt 
by the west to contain it by making inroads to the areas 
which Russia considers its sphere of influence.  North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) is a military and 
political alliance established through the Washington 
Treaty. NATO aims to promote democratic values and 
enables members to consult and cooperate on defence and 
security-related issues to solve problems, build trust and, in 
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US military forces in 
or “affecting” Yemen 
within 30 days unless 
they are fighting al 
Qaeda or associated 
forces. It is the first 
time the House of 
Representatives has 
ever supported a war 
powers resolution.  
Highlights   

 # The resolution was passed with 248 votes in favour 
and 177 against in a Democratic-led House of 
Representatives.  

 # The vote is a sharp rebuke to Saudi Arabia for its 
conduct in the war conflict and a push-back against the 
Trump administration's close ties to the kingdom.  

 # Eighteen Republicans joined all voting Democrats in 
supporting the measure. The vote puts pressure on the 
Senate to act.   

 # The Senate had passed a similar resolution in December 
2018 condemning Trump administration's defence of 
the Saudi Kingdom.  

 # However, the resolution was not brought up for a vote 
in the House, as then the Republicans held a majority 
in the house. On January 3, 2019, the Democrats 
took control of the house following 
sweeping victories in November 
elections.  

 # The Senate is now expected to vote on 
the resolution within 30 days.  

India Inks Security Protection 
Agreement with Sweden      17 Feb' 19

India and Sweden signed a security protection agreement that 
will enable the two countries to share classified information 
with each other. The agreement was signed during the visit 

of the Indian Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to Sweden.  
Sweden has similar agreements with over 30 countries around 
the world, as well as with the EU and NATO. 
The agreement will regulate how sensitive information is to 
be handled, processed and protected. The pact will provide 
a framework for greater cooperation on the high end and 
cutting edge technology and manufacturing. Indian has 
proposed dialogue to enable a greater understanding of the 
successful model of collaboration between government, 
industry and academia in building technologically advance 
ecosystem.   

the long run, prevent conflict.  Article 5 of 
the Washington Treaty states that an armed 
attack against one of the member states 
would be considered as an attack against all 
members, and other members would assist 
the attacked member, with armed forces if 
necessary.

Exercise Cutlass Express 2019 
concluded      11 Feb' 19

The annual multi 
-national maritime 
exercise Cutlass 

Express was held from 
27 Jan to 06 Feb 19. 
The exercise is aimed to 
improve law enforcement 
capacity, promote 
regional security and 
progress inter-operability between the armed forces of the 
participating nations for the purpose of interdicting illegal 
maritime activity in the Western Indian Ocean.  
The annual Exercise Cutlass Express is sponsored by U.S. 
Africa Command (USAFRICOM) and conducted by Naval 
Forces Africa (NAVAF). 
Exercise Cutlass Express 2019 is the eighth iteration of the 
annual multinational maritime exercise and was held in the 
vicinity of Djibouti, Mozambique and Seychelles.  
The participating nations in the exercise Cutlass Express 
2019 were Canada, Comoros, Djibouti, France, India, 
Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Portugal, 
Seychelles, Somalia, Tanzania, The Netherlands and the 
United States. The Indian Navy was represented in the 
exercise through INS Trikand.  
During the exercise, Naval, Coast Guard and Marine 
Police personnel from a number of East African 
countries were jointly trained by mentors from USA, 
India, and Netherlands, with the support 
of international organisations like the 
International Maritime Organisation 
(IMO), Combined Maritime Force (CMF) 
and European Naval Forces (EUNAVFOR).

US withdraws its military support in 
Yemen      14 Feb' 19

The US House of Representatives has approved 
a resolution that would end US support for the 
Saudi Arabia-led coalition in the war in Yemen. 

The resolution would direct the US President to withdraw 
The Andhra Pradesh government has partnered with private sports management firm TENVIC, 

owned by former India captain Anil Kumble, to promote sports culture in the state.
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Trump signs directive in move to 

create a US Space Force 
20 Feb' 19

US President 
Donald Trump 
took a step 

needed for lawmakers 
to begin the lengthy 
process of creating a 
US Space Force, a new 
branch of the military 
dedicated to handling 
threats in space. 

Trump signed the Space Policy Directive 4, which puts 
in place the foundation for a legislative initiative that 
could establish a Space Force as a new military service 
comparable to the US Marines.  In an oval office signing 
ceremony, Trump said the Space Force is a national security 
priority.  

The memo directs the Department of Defense “to marshal 
its space resources to deter and counter threats in space,” 
through the establishment of Space Force that would be 
part of the Air Force, according to a draft seen by Reuters.  
Establishing the Space Force will require Congressional 
approval.

In August 2018, the Trump Administration announced an 
ambitious plan to usher in the force as the sixth branch 
of the military by 2020. Space Force would be an armed 
branch of the military and “include both combat and 
combat support functions to enable prompt and sustained 
offensive and defensive space operations,” according to 
the memo. 

The Air Force is the US military branch that currently has 
responsibility for space.  Last year, then Deputy Secretary 
of Defense Patrick Shanahan had focused on internal 
Pentagon reform and issues like the creation of a Space 
Force, an initiative that met with resistance from some 
lawmakers and others in the Pentagon. 

Shanahan, now acting Secretary of Defense, had said in 
2018 that the proposed Space Force could 
have an initial budget of less than $5 
billion.  A US Air Force cost estimate from 
earlier last year said Space Force would be 
around $13 billion in the first five years.

Ministry of Coal signed a MoU with Ministry of Energy, Republic of Poland to foster relations in the 
field of coal mining and clean coal technologies through the already established Joint Coal Working 

Group as well as research institutes and academia between the two countries.

India also thanked Swedish PM Lofven for his support 
to India’s bid for the permanent seat in the United Nation 
Security Council (UNSC) and the multilateral export 
control regime–Missile Technology Control Regime 
(MTCR).  Sweden is a Scandinavian country with capital 
at Stockholm and currency Swedish krona.  In April 2018, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had visited Stockholm and 
had held a meeting with his Swedish counterpart Stefan 
Lofven. Both the leaders agreed to enhance 
the cooperation in the field of defence, 
cyber-security and innovation. PM Lofven 
with his delegation had participated in the 
‘Make in India’ programme in 2016.

National Emergency in USA to build 
US-Mexico border wall      18 Feb' 19

US President 
Donald Trump 
on February 

15, 2019 signed 
an executive order 
declaring national 
emergency in the 
nation. The move 
would unblock billions 
of dollars of federal 
money to construct a wall along the US-Mexico border.  
Trump explained the move by saying that it was essential to 
prevent the country from "invasion" of illegal immigrants, 
drug dealers and criminal cartels. The move followed a 
rare show of cooperation between opposition parties when 
the US legislators reached a tentative deal on funding for 
border security to avoid another government shutdown that 
was due to start on February 16.   However, the budget for a 
wall along the Mexico border is far less than what President 
Donald Trump had demanded.  
Building a border wall on the US-Mexico border was one of 
the key promises made by Donald Trump during his 2016 
election campaign.  Since then, the President has been faced 
with much opposition from the opposition parties over the 
funding of the wall.    The disagreement over funding the 
wall on the border ended up in the longest government 
shutdown in the United States during December-January.  
The shutdown left more than 800,000 
government workers without pay. It only 
ended when Trump signed a deal on January 
25 to give the Congress 21 days to come up 
with an agreement or face further blocking 
of funds.
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Environment Ministry notifies CRZ 
Regulations 2019      23 Jan' 19

The Union 
Ministry of 
Env i ronment , 

Forest and Climate 
Change has notified 
the 2019 Coastal 
Regulation Zone (CRZ) 
norms, replacing the 
existing CRZ norms of 
2011.  
Objective of CRZ Regulations 2019  

The new CRZ norms, issued under Section 3 of the 
Environment Protection Act, 1986, aim to promote 
sustainable development based on scientific principles 
taking into account the natural hazards such as increasing 
sea levels due to global warming.  The norms also seek to 
conserve and protect the environment of coastal stretches 
and marine areas, besides livelihood security to the fisher 
communities and other local communities in the coastal 
area.
There is no reduction in Development Zone 
For CRZ-III (Rural) areas, two separate categories have 
been stipulated - CRZ-III A and CRZ-III B. 
Floor Space Index norms have been eased 
Tourism infrastructure permitted in coastal areas 
Coastal Regulation Zone clearances streamlined 
No Development Zone of 20 meters for all Islands 
Salient Features of CRZ Regulations 2019  

Two separate categories for CRZ-III (Rural) areas  
CRZ-III A: The A category of CRZ-III areas are densely 
populated rural areas with a population density of 2161 per 
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Bharat Express’.
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U.S. President Donald Trump nominated the secretary of the Department of Interior David Bernhardt 
to lead the Department.

square kilometre as per 2011 Census. Such areas have a No 
Development Zone (NDZ) of 50 meters from the High Tide 
Line (HTL) as against 200 meters from the High Tide Line 
stipulated in the CRZ Notification, 2011.   
CRZ-III B - The B category of CRZ-III rural areas have 
population density of below 2161 per square kilometre as 
per 2011 Census. Such areas have a No Development Zone 
of 200 meters from the HTL. 
Floor Space Index Norms eased  

As per CRZ, 2011 Notification, the Floor Space Index (FSI) 
or the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) had been frozen. In the CRZ 
2019 Notification, the government decided to de-freeze the 
Floor Space Index and permit FSI for construction projects.  
Tourism infrastructure permitted in coastal areas  

The new norms permit temporary tourism facilities such 
as shacks, toilet blocks, change rooms, drinking water 
facilities, etc. in Beaches. 
Streamlining of CRZ Clearances  

The procedure for CRZ clearances has been streamlined. 
Now, the only such projects which are located in the CRZ-I 
(Ecologically Sensitive Areas) and CRZ IV (area covered 
between Low Tide Line and 12 Nautical Miles seaward) 
will be dealt with for CRZ clearance by the Ministry. The 
powers for clearances with respect to CRZ-II and III have 
been delegated at the State level.  
No Development Zone of 20 meters for all Islands  

For islands close to the main land coast and for all 
Backwater Islands in the main land, No Development 
Zone of 20 meters has been stipulated in wake of space 
limitations and unique geography of such regions.  
Pollution abatement  

To address pollution in Coastal areas, the treatment 
facilities have been made permissible in CRZ-I B area 
subject to necessary safeguards.   



MICA  APRIL 201942

NEWS BITES ECONOMY

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a total penalty of Rs 2.2 crore on private sector lender 
Axis Bank in two separate cases.  A penalty of Rs 2 crore has also been imposed on UCO Bank and 

Rs 1 crore on Syndicate Bank for violation of norms.

Critically Vulnerable Coastal Areas (CVCA)  

Sundarban region of West Bengal and other ecologically 
sensitive areas identified as under Environment (Protection) 
Act, 1986 such as Gulf of Khambat and Gulf of Kutchh 
in Gujarat, Achra-Ratnagiri in Maharashtra, Karwar and 
Coondapur in Karnataka, Vembanad in Kerala, Gulf of 
Mannar in Tamil Nadu, Bhaitarkanika in 
Odisha and Krishna in Andhra Pradesh are 
treated as Critical Vulnerable Coastal Areas.  
These Critical Vulnerable Coastal Areas 
will be managed with the involvement of 
coastal communities including fisher folk.

PM launches Pravasi Teerth Darshan 
Yojana      23 Jan' 19

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
launched the 

Pravasi Teerth Darshan 
Yojana under which a 
group of Indian diaspora 
will be taken on a 
government-sponsored 
tour of religious places 
in India twice a year.  
The first batch of 40 Indian-origin people are at the Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas and they would be beginning their tour 
from there.  
Highlights  

 # The group will be taken to the religious places of all 
major religions in India.  

 # The tour would be completely government sponsored, 
as the government will bear all the expenses including 
the airfare from their country of residence.  

 # Under the eligibility criteria, all people of Indian-
origin, aged between 45 and 65 can apply and a group 
will be selected out of them. 

 # The first preference will be given to 
people from 'Girmitiya countries' such 
as Mauritius, Fiji, Suriname, Guyana, 
Trinidad and Tobago and Jamaica.  

New reforms, guidelines to align 
JSS with National Skill Qualification 

Framework      25 Jan' 19

Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship, Petroleum and Natural Gas 
(MSDE) launched new reforms and guidelines for Jan 

Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) 
to further strengthen 
the skills ecosystem 
benefiting those in 
the underprivileged 
sections of society. The 
motive behind the new 
guidelines is to align the 
JSSs to the National Skill 
Qualification Framework (NSQF). By aligning JSSs to the 
National Skill Framework, the Government aims to provide 
standardised training across sectors.  
New Guidelines of Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS)  
Alignment of JSS course and curriculum 
to National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF) 
to standardise training Decentralisation of powers for JSSs 
for giving more accountability and independence to district 
administration 
To identify and promote traditional skills in the district 
through skilling Evidence based assessment system 
Easy online certification Linking JSS to Public Finance 
Management system (PFMS) 
to maintain transparency and accountability of the ecosystem 
Creating livelihood linkages 
Training of trainers to develop the capacity through 
National Skills Training Institutes (NSTIs) Launch of JSS 
portal   
Jan Shikshan Sansthans (JSSs) 

Jan Shikshan Sansthans (JSSs) are established to provide 
vocational training to non-literate, neo-literate, as well 
as school drop outs by identifying skills as would have a 
market in the region of their establishment. Earlier known 
as Shramik Vidyapeeth and later renamed Jan Shikshan 
Sansthan in April 2000, the scheme has been successfully 
working for the past 50 years Earlier, the Jan Shikshan 
Sansthan was managed by the Union Ministry of Human 
Resources Development. However, later in 2018, the JSS 
was transferred to the Union Ministry of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship. Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) has 
been instrumental in skill training and introducing avenues 
of entrepreneurship among the socio-economically 
backward and educationally disadvantaged groups such 
as neo-literates, semi-literates, SCs, STs, 
women and girls, slum dwellers, migrant 
workers. At present, out of the 247 active 
JSS, there are 43 JSSs that are established 
across 42 Aspirational Districts identified 
by NITI Aayog.



43

ECONOMY

APRIL 2019  MICABiju Janata Dal (BJD) MP and senior leader, Ladu Kishore Swain passed away. He was 71.

Train 18 named as ‘Vande Bharat 
Express’      28 Jan' 19

The Union 
Minister of 
Railways and 

Coal, Piyush Goyal 
named India's first 
engineless train, ‘Train 
18’ as the 'Vande 
Bharat Express', 
acknowledging its 
made-in-India status. 
The train was manufactured by the Integral Coach Factory 
(ICF) in the period of 18 months under the 'Make in India' 
initiative.
Vande Bharat Express is the next major leap for Indian 
Railways in terms of speed and convenience. It is India's 
first semi-high speed train equipped with world class 
passenger amenities.
Train 18 was rolled out on October 29, 2018.
Train 18 or the Vande Bharat Express is regarded as a 
successor to the 30-year-old Shatabdi Express. Shatabdi 
was introduced in 1988 and is presently running on 
over 20 routes connecting metros with other important 
cities.
The Vande Bharat Express is set to run between Delhi 
and Varanasi at speed of 160 kmph. With this, the 
scheduled commute between New Delhi and Varanasi 
will take approximately 8 hours, making it 40-50 percent 
faster than the fastest train currently connecting these 
two cities.
It will reduce the journey time by 25 percent to 45 percent. 
It can achieve high speeds with maximum speed of 160 
kmph due to faster acceleration and deceleration.
Special Features of Vande Bharat Express

 # The train has been developed by the Chennai-based 
Integral Coach Factory (ICF) at an investment of 
nearly Rs 100 crore.

 # It is fully air-conditioned train and is equipped with 
CCTV cameras.

 # It has soft lighting, automatic doors, footsteps and 
GPS-based Passenger Information System.

 # It has intelligent braking system with power 
regeneration for better energy efficiency thereby 
making it cost, energy and environment efficient.

 # It also has provision of Divyang-friendly facilities.

 # It also features rotational seats which 
can be aligned in the direction of travel 
(executive class), roller blinds and 
diffused LED lighting, and disabled-
friendly toilets.

Ministry of Statistics, NCAER sign 
MoU for improving official statistical 

system of India      29 Jan' 19

The Union Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI) on January 29, 2019 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with the National Council of Applied Economic Research 
(NCAER) for improving official statistical system of 
India.

Under the MoU, both the sides will use new data 
technologies, knowledge generation and knowledge 
sharing and capacity building in the field of Official 
Statistics.

Objective

The MoU would strengthen and monitor the data quality 
and timeliness of various statistical products and services 
generated by the Ministry including:

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

Economic Census

Price Statistics

Index of Industrial Production (IIP)

Annual Survey of Industries (ASI)

Activities envisaged under the MoU

 # Business Process Review (BPR) of the existing official 
statistics system and development of an Information 
and Communication Technology (ICT) plan for 
mainstreaming data integration

 # Development of new ICT based framework for 
measurement of social and economic indicators in the 
emerging knowledge-based economy

 # Using technology for survey instruments and 
processing of data for large scale surveys and data 
analytics

 # Creation of a national data warehouse to integrate 
administrative statistical datasets available up to the 
local government level

 # Leveraging administrative data to improve the quality 
and coverage of core statistics with technical support 
and collaboration with data producers
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According to the finance ministry, India's economic growth is expected to accelerate to 7.5 per cent 
in 2019-20 from 7.2 per cent projected for the current fiscal.

 # Setting up common standards and protocols for data 
collection, its quality, meta-data and 
use across line ministries and sub-
national entities

 # Capacity building for statistical 
activities including big data analytics, 
technical reporting, etc.

India replaces Japan to be world’s 
second largest steel producer 

30 Jan' 19

India has replaced 
Japan as the world's 
second-largest steel 

producing country, only 
behind China, which is 
the largest producer of 
crude steel accounting 
for more than 51 per 
cent of production, as 
per the latest report by World Steel Association. The report 
noted that India's crude steel production in 2018 was at 106.5 
MT, which is up by 4.9 per cent from 101.5 MT in 2017.
Highlights

The rise in India’s crude steel production in 2018 means 
that India has replaced Japan as the world's second-largest 
steel producing country, as Japan produced 104.3 MT in 
2018, which is down by 0.3 per cent as compared to 2017. 
On the other hand, China's crude steel output jumped by 
6.6 per cent to 928.3 MT in 2018 from 870.9 MT in 2017. 
China's share also increased from 50.3 per cent in 2017 to 
51.3 per cent in 2018. The global crude steel production 
reached 1808.6 MT for the year 2018 from 1729.8 MT in 
2017, displaying a rise of 4.6 per cent. 
The other nations in the list of top 10 steel producing countries 
include the United States 4th, South Korea 5th, Russia 6th, 
Germany 7th, Turkey 8th, Brazil 9th and Iran 10th.
Steel contributes two percent of India's national income. 
The targeted steel build-up capacity in the country is likely 
to reach 300 million tons by 2030, aligned with the target 
of National Steel Policy 2017.
The World Steel Association (worldsteel) is an international 
trade body for the iron and steel industry, which has its 
headquarters in Brussels, Belgium. It was 
founded as the International Iron and Steel 
Institute on July 10, 1967. It changed its 
name to the World Steel Association on 
October 6, 2008. The association celebrated 
its 50th year anniversary in 2017.

SEBI proposes relaxed norms for 
REITs, InvITs to increase access to 

investors      31 Jan' 19

The REITs and 
InvITs are 
listed entities 

that mainly invest in 
i n c o m e - p r o d u c i n g 
assets, the earnings 
of which are mostly 
distributed to their 
shareholders. They 
generally get special tax treatment.
The Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs) allows investors 
to invest in infrastructure assets. It was established with an aim 
to ease the liquidity crunch in the infrastructure space.
The Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) was introduced 
for making collective investments in commercial real estate.
SEBI notified the final rules for setting up of REITs 
Regulations 2014 and InvITs Regulations 2014 on 
September 26, 2014.
What led SEBI to relax the norms further?

The REITs and InvITs markets have evolved considerably 
in the global scenario and these investment vehicles have 
gained enormously in terms of their market capitalisation. 
However, the market for REITs and InvITs are still at a 
budding stage in India. SEBI notified the REITs Regulations 
in 2014, allowing setting up and listing of such trusts which 
are very popular in some advanced markets.
However, till date, only three InvITs have issued and listed 
their units, raising about Rs 10000 crore. On the other 
hand, only one REIT is in the process of making a public 
offer. Despite various relaxations given by SEBI earlier, 
these investment vehicles have failed to attract investors.
Considering this, the market regulator came 
out with few more relaxations to amend the 
Regulations. These relaxations are open for 
public response till February 18, 2019. The 
final norms will be put in place after taking 
views of all the stakeholders.

Piyush Goyal launches the IEA’s 'The 
Future of Rail' report      31 Jan' 19

Minister of Railways, Piyush Goyal launched the 
“The Future of Rail” report of the International 
Energy Agency (IEA).   The Future of Rail is the 

first-of-a-kind report that analyses the current and future 
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Rajasthan Government launched 'Rajiv Gandhi Career Portal' for students from classes 9 to 12. The 
portal aims to provide career guidance with information on entrance examinations, scholarships and 

employment-oriented courses.

importance of rail around 
the world through the 
perspective of its energy 
and environmental 
implications.   
The report reviews 
the impact of existing 
plans and regulations 
on the future of rail and 
explores the policies that could help to realise an enhanced 
future of the railways. This first ever global report has a 
focus on India. It elaborates on the unique social and 
economic role of railways in India. It showcases how India 
can extend and update its networks to harness rail at a scope 
and scale that is unparalleled.  

 # India and the International Energy Agency (IEA) enjoy 
a long on-going bilateral relationship and cooperation 
in areas including energy security, statistics, energy 
efficiency, market analysis for oil, gas, electricity, 
system integration and enhanced technologies.  

 # India has been the focus of recent IEA analysis and 
reports, such as the special focus chapter on the Indian 
Power sector of the Energy Technology Perspectives 
(ETP) and the World Energy Outlook (WEO).

 # IEA has also held workshops and 
training programmes in India on 
energy data training, energy efficiency, 
strategic petroleum reserves, and the 
integration of renewables into the grid.

Prompt Corrective Action framework 
restrictions lifted for Three Banks 

1 Feb' 19

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has lifted the Prompt 
Corrective Action (PCA) framework operational 
curbs on Bank of India (BoI), Bank of Maharashtra 

(BoM) and Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC).  These 
public sector banks are out of the prompt corrective 
action (PCA) framework. This will aid in making marked 
improvements in the capital positions and asset quality.  
The PCA restrictions were lifted after these banks provided 
a written commitment that they would comply with the 
norms of minimum regulatory capital, net NPAs (Non-
performing Assets) and leverage ratio on an ongoing basis. 
These Banks have also apprised RBI of the structural and 
systemic improvements they have put in place.  
Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework has been issued 
by the RBI to maintain the sound financial health of banks. 
The RBI will initiate certain structured and discretionary 

actions for the bank under the PCA when the Banks breach 
any of the three key regulatory trigger points:  Capital to risk-
weighted assets ratio Net non-performing 
assets Return on assets. The PCA framework 
is aimed at nudging the banks to take 
corrective measures in a timely manner, in 
order to restore their financial health.

Asia LPG Summit held in New Delhi      
6 Feb' 19

The second edition 
of the Asia LPG 
Summit was 

inaugurated by Union 
Minister for Petroleum 
& Natural Gas at New 
Delhi. The two-day 
summit with the theme 
‘LPG – Energy for Life’ 
deliberated over series of subjects including how India’s 
successful Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana can become 
a viable model for other countries to replicate particularly 
those striving to provide clean cooking fuel to its people.  
The summit has been organized jointly by the major Indian 
oil marketing companies (OMCs) Indian Oil, Hindustan 
Petroleum and Bharat Petroleum together with the World 
LPG Association (WLPGA).  
World LPG Association (WLPGA) is the authoritative 
voice of the global LPG industry representing the full LPG 
value chain. WLPGA was established in 1987 and granted 
Special Consultative Status with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council in 1989.  Mission of WLPGA 
is to Demonstrate the benefits of LPG and inform, educate 
and influence all stakeholders. Support the development of 
LPG markets. Promote compliance with standards, good 
business and good safety practices. Identify innovation and 
facilitate knowledge transfer. 
The WLPGA brings together over 250 private and public 
companies operating in more than 125 countries involved in 
one, several or all activities of the industry. The Association 
aims to add value to the sector by driving premium demand 
for LPG, while also promoting compliance with good 
business and safety practices.  
WLPGA has developed long-standing partnerships with 
other international bodies such as various 
departments of the UN, the World Health 
Organization (WHO), Regional Development 
Banks and a number of well-respected 
international NGOs such as the Partnership 
on Clean Indoor Air (PCIA) and E+Co.
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Reserve Bank of India has reduced the repo rate by 25 basis points from 6.5 per cent to 6.25 per cent 
in its Sixth Bi-monthly Monetary Policy. Other Policy rates are as follows- Reverse Repo rate- 6.0 

percent, Bank Rate- 6.5 per cent, Marginal Standing Facility- 6.5 per cent

India becomes Second Largest LPG 
Consumer and Importer      7 Feb' 19

India is now the second 
largest consumer 
and importer of the 

LPG in the world. This is 
attributed to government 
initiatives to push for 
cleaner alternatives to 
traditional cooking fuels 
such as firewood and cow 
dung.  
Highlights:

The import of LPG grew by 12.5 per cent over the past five 
years to 12 million metric tons (13 million tons) in 2018-19. 
India now stands at the second position when it comes to 
the import of LPG surpassing Japan. India is at second 
place behind China. 
The exporters of LPG to India include Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait and Iran.  
The number of active LPG consumers in India has grown at 
a compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of 15 per cent – 
from 14.8 crore in 2014-15 to 22.4 crore in 2017-18.  
Increase in population combined with LPG penetration 
in rural areas has resulted in an average growth of 8.4 per 
cent in LPG consumption, making India the second largest 
consumer of LPG in the world at 22.5 million tonnes. 
The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas estimates that 
LPG consumption would grow to 30.3 million tonnes by 
2025 and 40.6 million tonnes by 2040.  
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) has made a 
significant contribution towards enhancing the penetration 
of LPG, especially in rural areas. 
The renewed targets under the Pradhan 
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) aims 
to provide LPG connections to 8 crore 
households before March 31, 2020.

Cabinet approves abolition of 
Ombudsman for Direct and Indirect 

taxes      7 Feb' 19

The Union Cabinet has approved the abolition of 
institutions of Ombudsman for income tax and 
indirect tax.  The office of Income-Tax Ombudsman 

was set up in 2003 to deal with grievances of public related 
to the settlement of complaints relating to income tax.  

People are preferring online grievance redressal 
mechanism. The institution failed to achieve its objectives 
as the number of new complaints have fallen to single 
digits. The institution of Ombudsman could not prove to 
be more effective than regular existing parallel channels 
of grievance redressal. Other mechanisms like Centralised 
Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System and 
Aaykar Seva Kendras are being preferred by the people. 
Centralized Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring 
System (CPGRAMS) is an online web-enabled system 
developed by NIC. The platform based on web technology 
aims to enable submission of grievances by the aggrieved 
citizens from anywhere and anytime (24×7).  
On the basis of the grievances received Ministries/
Departments/Organisations who scrutinize and take action 
for speedy and favourable redress of these grievances. 
CPGRAMS also facilitate tracking of grievances through 
the system generated unique registration number.  Aaykar 
Seva Kendras are established as part of I-T department’s 
‘Sevottam’ scheme which seeks to change the  Income-tax 
department’s perception from a purely enforcement agency 
to a service provider. The Aaykar Seva 
Kendras help taxpayers file their returns 
and redress their grievances. They are 
meant to be a single window solution for 
all tax services.

RBI lowers Repo Rate      7 Feb' 19

The six-member 
monetary policy 
committee (MPC) 

headed by RBI Governor 
Shaktikanta Das has 
lowered the repo rate by 
25 basis points to 6.25 per 
cent in a 4-2 vote. 
Together with lowering 
the repo rate by 25 basis points to 6.25 per cent, the 
policy stance has been changed to neutral from calibrated 
tightening. The shift in stance to neutral provides flexibility 
to meet growth challenges. The change in stance also 
signals higher chances of more cuts in the coming months 
if inflation persisted within tolerable limits. A large part 
of the current investment recovery has been driven by 
government spending and it was necessary to broad base 
the revival with a private sector boost. 
The limit of collateral free bank loans for farmers to Rs 
1.6 lakh from Rs 1 lakh Greater operational freedom for 
Banks to offer interest rates to bulk deposits. The definition 
of “bulk deposits” has been increased to Rs 2 crore from Rs 
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The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for establishment of 'Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog' for 

Conservation protection and development of cows and their progeny.

1 crore currently. The headline inflation is likely to persist 
within the RBI’s tolerable level of 4 per cent. While the 
decision to change the monetary policy 
stance was unanimous, Deputy Governor 
Viral Acharya and another MPC member, 
Chetan Ghate, voted for status quo in 
interest rates, while Das and three others 
voted for a cut in interest rates.

New Policy for Overseas Borrowings 
launched      9 Feb' 19

The Reserve Bank has come out with a new policy for 
overseas borrowings. The RBI has rationalized the 
earlier policy in consultation with the Government 

of India.  The new policy allows all eligible borrowers to 
raise External Commercial Borrowings (ECB) up to $750 
million or equivalent per financial year under the automatic 
route replacing the existing sector wise limits. 
To liberalise the framework ECB and rupee-denominated 
bonds Tracks I and II under the existing framework are 
merged as ‘Foreign Currency denominated ECB’ and 
Track III and Rupee Denominated Bonds framework are 
combined as ‘Rupee Denominated ECB’ to replace the 
current four-tiered structure (Track I, II and III denotes 
amount and maturity of funds raised). 
All-in cost ceiling per annum has been pegged at the 
benchmark rate plus 450 bps spread. The minimum average 
maturity period (MAMP) has been kept at three years for all 
ECBs, irrespective of the amount of borrowing except the 
borrowers specifically permitted in the circular to borrow 
for a shorter period. The list of eligible borrowers has been 
expanded to include all entities eligible to receive foreign 
direct investment (FDI). 
The new policy allows port trusts, units in SEZ, SIDBI, 
EXIM Bank, registered entities engaged in micro-finance 
activities, registered societies/trusts/ cooperatives and 
non-government organisations to borrow. Negative list for 
which the ECB proceeds cannot be utilised includes real 
estate activities, investment in the capital market, equity 
investment, working capital purposes except foreign equity 
holder, repayment of Rupee loans for except foreign equity 
holder. 
The recent changes that have been brought out in the ECB 
policy are likely to help wider set of eligible borrowers 
i.e. corporates and other entities to avail 
ECBs to meet their capital needs with 
the Uniform Minimum Average Maturity 
Period requirements, uniform all-in-cost 
ceilings and small negative end-user list.

MEA to Play Facilitating Role to 
Promote Silk in Global Markets 

10 Feb' 19

The Minister of External Affairs, Sushma Swaraj 
announced that the Ministry of External Affairs 
would play a facilitating role in promoting the silk 

in the global markets.  The External Affairs Minister urged 
the Textile Ministry to increase the production to capture 
the growing market.  
The Ministry of Textiles as part of its effort to eradicate 
thigh reeling practice in tasar silk sector and to ensure 
rightful earning to the rural and tribal women reelers is 
distributing Buniyaad reeling machine to weavers. A target 
has been set to eradicate thigh reeling practice by March 
2020. The silk production capacity of India is expected to 
increase to 38,500 tonnes by 2020 from the current level of 
32,000 tonnes. Increasing production will help in reducing 
import as India is the second largest producer of silk after 
China and the largest consumer of silk.  
Hence to ensure the quality of the silk, 
the Ministry of Textiles has also launched 
a mobile application e-cocoon for quality 
certification in the silkworm seed sector.

RBI penalises seven banks for 
violating various norms      13 Feb' 19

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in the first week of 
February 2019 imposed monetary penalty on seven 
banks for non-compliance with various directions issued 

by the RBI on monitoring of end use of funds, exchange of 
information with other banks, Know Your Customer (KYC) 
norms, etc.   The penalties were imposed in exercise of powers 
under the provisions of Section 47A (1) (c) and Section 46 (4) 
(i) of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, taking into account the 
failure of banks in adhering to the directions issued by RBI.
There are the details of the penalties imposed by the RBI:
Non-compliance with directions issued by RBI on 
Name of the bank Amount of penalty
Know Your Customer (KYC) norms and Anti-Money 
Laundering (AML) standards
HDFC Bank Limited  - Rs 2 million
IDBI Bank Limited  - Rs 2 million
Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited - Rs 2 million
Monitoring of end use of funds, exchange of information 
with other banks, classification and reporting of frauds, and 
on restructuring of accounts
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Allahabad Bank  - Rs 15 million
Andhra Bank  - Rs 10 million
Bank of Maharashtra - Rs 15 million
Indian Overseas Bank - Rs 15 million

India’s first Aqua Mega Food Park 
commissioned in Andhra Pradesh 

13 Feb' 19

Union Minister of 
Food Processing 
I n d u s t r i e s 

Harsimrat Kaur Badal 
has commissioned 
Godavari Mega Aqua 
Food Park at Tundurru 
Village in Bhimavaram 
Mandal, West Godavari 
District, Andhra Pradesh through video conferencing.   

The park is promoted by Godavari Mega Aqua Food 
Park Pvt. Ltd. It will be the first Mega Aqua Food Park 
operationalised exclusively for fish and marine products 
processing in the state of Andhra Pradesh.  

 # The Godavari Mega Aqua Food Park Pvt. Ltd has been 
set up in 57.81 acre of land at a cost of Rs. 122.60 
crores.   

 # The facilities created by the developer at Central 
Processing Centre (CPC) of this mega food park 
include pre-processing line for fish of 1.5 TPH, pre-
processing line for shrimp of 1.5 TPH, freezing of 
fish of 1.5 TPH, freezing of shrimp of 1.5 TPH, cold 
storage for fish of 2000MT, cold storage for shrimp 
of 1000MT, ice plant, food testing laboratory besides 
state of art enabling infrastructure.  

 # The park also has a common administrative building 
for office and other uses by the entrepreneurs and 2 
PPCs at Amalapuram EG-District and Karlapalem, 
Guntur District having facilities for primary processing 
and storage near the farms in the catchment area to 
benefit farmers.   

 # This mega food park will benefit the 
people of West Godavari-District 
as well as nearby Districts of East 
Godavari, Krishna of Andhra 
Pradesh and nearby districts of 
Telangana.  

Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-
Dhan Yojana launched      15 Feb' 19

The Union 
Ministry of 
Labour and 

Employment has 
launched the Pradhan 
Mantri Shram Yogi 
Maan-dhan Yojana 
(PM-SYM), a mega 
pension scheme for 
unorganised sector. 
The scheme was announced in the Interim Budget 2019. 
Implemented from February 15 itself, the PM-SYM is a 
voluntary and contributory pension scheme that will engage 
as many as 42 crore workers in the unorganised sector. 
The unorganised sector workers, with income of less than Rs 
15,000 per month and who belong to the entry age group of 
18-40 years, will be eligible for the scheme. Those workers 
should not be covered under New Pension Scheme (NPS), 
Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) scheme or 
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO). He or 
she should not be an income tax payer. 
The workers of unorganised sector can be home based 
workers, street vendors, mid-day meal workers, head 
loaders, brick kiln workers, cobblers, rag pickers, domestic 
workers, washer men, rickshaw pullers, landless labourers, 
own account workers, agricultural workers, construction 
workers, beedi workers, handloom workers, leather workers, 
audio- visual workers and similar other occupations.  
Each subscriber under the scheme will receive minimum 
assured pension of Rs 3000 per month after attaining the 
age of 60 years. If the subscriber dies during the receipt 
of pension, his or her spouse will be entitled to receive 
50 percent of the pension as family pension. This family 
pension is applicable only to spouse. If a beneficiary has 
given regular contribution and dies before attaining the age 
of 60 years, his or her spouse will be entitled to continue the 
scheme subsequently by payment of regular contribution or 
may even exit the scheme. The subscriber is required to 
contribute the prescribed contribution amount from the age 
of joining the scheme till the age of 60 years.  The subscriber 
can contribute to the PM-SYM through ‘auto-debit’ facility 
from his or her savings bank account or from his or her Jan- 
Dhan account.  Under the PM-SYM, the 
prescribed age-specific contribution by the 
beneficiary and the matching contribution 
by the Central Government will be made on 
a ‘50:50 basis’.

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between India and Brazil on cooperation in the field of Traditional Systems of 

Medicine and Homoeopathy.
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PM Modi launches India’s first semi-
high speed train      15 Feb' 19

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
on February 15, 

2019 flagged off India's 
first Semi High Speed 
Train, ‘Vande Bharat 
Express’ on New Delhi-
Kanpur-Al lahabad-
Varanasi route from 
the New Delhi Railway 
Station. With maximum speed of 160 kmph, Vande Bharat 
Express or Train-18 offers travel classes like Shatabdi Train 
but with better facilities with a totally new travel experience 
to passengers. Vande Bharat Express is regarded as a 
successor to the 30-year-old Shatabdi Express. Shatabdi 
was introduced in 1988 and is presently running on over 20 
routes connecting metros with other important cities.  
The Vande Bharat Express will cover the distance between 
New Delhi and Varanasi in 8 hours at speed of 160 kmph 
and will run on all days except Mondays and Thursdays. 
Vande Bharat Express developed by Integral Coach 
Factory Integral Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai, a Railways 
Production unit, has been the force behind the complete 
in-house design and manufacture, computer modelling 
and working of the Vande Bharat Express with the help 
of large number of suppliers for system integration in just 
18 months, in keeping with the vision of Prime Minister’s 
vision of "Make in India".  
Highlights:

 # Touted as the Next Generation Shatabdi Express, 
Vande Bharat Express is the first long-distance train 
without separate locomotive (engine) and is driven by 
a self-propulsion module.  

 # It is capable of running at a speed of up to 160 kmph. 
It will cut travel time by 15 percent compared to the 
Shatabdi Express.  

 # The train has been developed by the Chennai-based 
Integral Coach Factory (ICF) at an investment of 
nearly Rs 100 crore.  

 # It is fully air-conditioned train and is equipped with 
CCTV cameras.  

 # It has 16 coaches with Chair Car type configuration 
with 2 Executive Class Chair Cars and 14 Chair Cars.    

 # It has two executive compartments in the middle with 
52 seats each and the trailer coaches would have 78 
seats each.  

 # It has soft lighting, automatic doors, footsteps and 
GPS-based audio-visual Passenger Information 
System.  

 # It has intelligent braking system with power 
regeneration for better energy efficiency thereby 
making it cost, energy and environment efficient.  

 # The footstep in a coach’s doorway slides outward 
when the train stops at a station enabling passengers to 
board or deboard safely with comfort.  

 # The train offers some features to enhance passenger 
comfort which include inter-connected fully sealed 
gangways, automatic doors with retractable footsteps, 
onboard Wi-Fi and infotainment, and modular toilets 
with bio-vacuum systems.  

 # It also has provision of Divyang-friendly facilities.  
 # It also features rotational seats which can be aligned in 

the direction of travel (executive class), roller blinds 
and diffused LED lighting, and disabled-friendly 
toilets.  

 # All toilets are bio-vacuum type.  
 # The lighting is dual mode - diffused for general 

illumination and personal for every seat.  
 # Every coach has a pantry with facility to serve hot 

meals, hot and cold beverages.  
 # The insulation is meant to keep heat and noise to very 

low levels for additional passenger comfort.  
 # Adding up the green footprints, the train has 

regenerative braking system in the 
coaches which can save up to 30 
percent of electrical energy.  

 # Speed, Safety and Service are the 
hallmarks of this train.

Anoop Satpathy Committee 
recommends National Minimum 

Wage at Rs 375 per day      16 Feb' 19

The Expert 
Committee led by 
Anoop Satpathy, 

Fellow of V. V. Giri 
National Labour Institute 
(VVGNLI), on February 
14, 2019 submitted its 
report on “Determining 
the Methodology for 
Fixation of the National Minimum Wage” to the Government.  
The Committee was constituted by the Union Ministry of 

The Reserve Bank of India has slapped Rs 1 crore penalty on the State Bank of India for violating 
norms.
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Labour and Employment January 17, 2017 to review and 
recommend methodology for fixation of National Minimum 
Wage (NMW) and determine the base level National 
minimum wage/wages through an evidence-based approach.  
The Report has been placed on the Ministry’s website for 
facilitating the process of consultation and dialogue among 
social partners and stakeholders for necessary approval of 
methodology.  Recommendations of the Anoop Satpathy-led 
Expert Committee  

 # The report recommended a balanced diet approach 
which is culturally edible for fixation of national 
minimum wage. It proposed a particular amount of 
food items per day per person to constitute a national 
level balanced food basket: More or less than 10 
percent of 2400 calories + proteins greater than or 
equal to 50 gm + fats greater than or equal to 30 gm 
per day per person   

 # It proposes minimum wage should include reasonable 
expenditure on essential non-food items such as 
clothing, fuel, light, house rent, education, medical 
expenses, footwear and transport which must be equal 
to the median class.  

 # It proposes that expenditure on any other non-
food items be equivalent to 25-30 percent of the 
household expenditure distribution as per the survey 
data of 2011-12 by National Sample Survey Office 
(NSSO).  

 # It recommended the fixation of need based National 
Minimum Wage for India at Rs 375 per day or Rs 9,750 
per month irrespective of sectors, skills, occupations 
and rural-urban locations for a family comprising of 
3.6 consumption units.   

 # It recommended to introduce an additional house rent 
allowance or city compensatory allowance of Rs 55 
per day or Rs 1,430 per month for urban workers, over 
and above the National Minimum Wage.  

 # It recommended reviewing the food consumption 
basket once in every five years, subject to the 
availability of NSSO-CES data.  

 # It also recommended revising and 
updating the basic minimum wage at 
least in line with the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) every six months to reflect 
changes in the cost of living.

India to surpass China as world's 
largest energy growth market: BP                

16 Feb' 19

India will by mid-
2020s surpass China 
as the world's largest 

energy growth market, 
accounting for over a 
quarter of incremental 
global demand, UK 
supermajor BP said 
in its annual energy 
outlook.
The 2019 edition explores the key uncertainties that could 
impact the shape of global energy markets out to 2040. 
The greatest uncertainties over this period involve the need 
for more energy to support continued global economic 
growth and rising prosperity, together with the need for 
a more rapid transition to a lower-carbon future. These 
scenarios highlight the dual challenge that the world is 
facing.
Global energy demand is expected to increase by around a 
third by 2040, driven by improvements in living standards, 
particularly in India, China and across Asia. This will be 
met mostly by natural gas, which is expected to overtake 
coal as the second largest source of energy by the mid-
2020s and converging on oil by 2040, the report said.
Renewables are also expected to continue their upward 
trajectory, as their share in the energy mix is expected to 
increase from 4 percent to 15 percent by 2040.
All of the growth in energy demand comes from fast-
growing developing economies, led by India and China. 
Developing economies account for over 80 per cent of the 
expansion in world output, with China and India accounting 
for around half of that growth.
India's energy consumption will rise by 156 percent to 
1928 million tonnes of oil equivalent by 2040 from 754 
million tonnes of oil equivalent in 2017. This at an annual 
growth of 4.2 percent.
Much of the increase in global energy demand is 
concentrated in developing Asia (India, China, and Other 
Asia), where rising prosperity and improving living 
standards support increasing energy consumption per head.
China's transition to a more sustainable pattern of economic 
growth means that by the mid-2020s, India surpasses China 
as the world's largest growth market, accounting for over 
a quarter of the growth in global energy demand over the 

World champion Indian weightlifter Saikhom Mirabai Chanu notched up a gold medal at the EGAT 
Cup in Thailand, making a strong comeback from the lower back injury.



51

ECONOMY

APRIL 2019  MICA

United Bank, UCO Bank and Indian 
Overseas Bank.  The government in 
December had infused `28,615 crore 
into PSBs through recapitalisation 
bonds.

IRDAI spells out draft norms of 
standard mediclaim policy    20 Feb' 19

A uniform health 
insurance product, 
to be called a 

standard Mediclaim 
Policy offering basic 
cover, will be available for 
all soon.  According to the 
draft guidelines issued by 
the Insurance Regulatory 
and Development Authority of India (IRDAI), the product 
will have the basic mandatory covers and no additional or 
add-on covers will be allowed.
The minimum basic sum insured under the standard 
product shall be Rs 50,000, with a maximum limit of Rs 10 
lakh. The product would have lifelong renewability option 
for those in the age group of 18 and 65. Dependents and 
children will be covered up to 25 years.  The insurer may 
determine the price, keeping in view the covers proposed to 
be offered, subject to compliance with the norms specified 
in health regulations 2016 and guidelines notified there 
under.  
The proposed product will cover hospitalisation expenses, 
including intensive care unit, treatment of cataract, dental 
treatment necessitated by injury, plastic surgery due to 
disease or injury, and domiciliary hospitalisation.
The minimum 24-hour hospitalisation norm will 
not apply when the treatment does not require 
hospitalisation. Expenses incurred on treatment under 
Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy will also be 
covered, subject to fixed and standard sub-limits based 
on sum insured.
Pre-hospitalisation costs for a period of not less than 
30 days prior to the date of hospitalisation and post-
hospitalisation medical expenses incurred for a period 
of not less than 60 days from the date of 
discharge, will also be covered.  In order to 
promote and maintain a wellness regime, 
incentives will be incorporated for regular 
health check-ups, disease management and 
fitness activities, besides cumulative bonus 
for regular renewal.

Outlook. Even so, China remains the largest market for 
energy: roughly double the size of India in 2040.
All of the net global growth in industrial demand is met by 
natural gas and electricity, with these fuels accounting for 
around two-thirds of the energy used in industry by 2040. 
Coal consumption within industry declines as China, the 
EU and North America switch to cleaner, lower-carbon 
fuels, partially offset by growth in India and Other Asia, 
the outlook report said.
Almost all of the growth in power demand stems from 
developing economies, led by China and India.
India is the largest growth market for coal, with its share of 
global coal consumption more than doubling to around a 
quarter in 2040, adding the majority of the 
increase is used to meet robust growth in 
power demand.
BP said the focus should be on meeting 
growing energy demand and the push for 
lower emissions.

Govt. announces `48,239 cr 
recapitalisation plan for 12 public 

sector banks       20 Feb' 19

The Finance 
Ministry has 
announced to 

pump in `48,239 crore 
in 12 public sector 
banks (PSBs) in this 
fiscal to help them 
maintain regulatory 
capital requirements 
and finance growth plans. 
According to Financial Services Secretary Rajiv Kumar, 
the government will infuse `9,086 crore in Corporation 
Bank and `6,896 crore in Allahabad Bank — the two 
“better-performing” banks currently under the Prompt 
Corrective Action (PCA) supervision of the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI). 
Further, `4,638 crore and `205 crore will be provided to 
Bank of India and Bank of Maharashtra. These banks have 
recently come out of the regulatory supervisory framework 
PCA of the RBI.
Mr. Kumar further said Punjab National Bank will get 
`5,908 crore, Union Bank of India `4,112 crore, Andhra 
Bank `3,256 crore and Syndicate Bank `1,603 crore.  
The government will pump in `12,535 crore in four 
other banks under PCA — Central Bank of India, 

Uttar Pradesh government is launching 'Kanya Sumangla Yojna' from the next financial year to 
improve the health and education level of girls and make their future bright.
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 # He was till recently only playing at the Twenty20 level, 
representing the Hobart Hurricanes in 
the Big Bash League.   

 # He has also made appearances in 
the Indian Premier League and the 
Caribbean Premier League.

ICC suspends Ambati Rayudu from 
bowling in international cricket 

29 Jan' 19

The International 
Cricket Council 
has suspended 

Indian bowler Ambati 
Rayudu from bowling 
in international cricket. 
The ICC stated in its 
press release that the 
player elected not to 
submit to a test of his bowling action within the stipulated 
period of 14 days of being reported for a suspect action 
and therefore he was suspended with immediate effect in 
accordance with clause 4.2 of the ICC regulations.
Highlights

The 33-year-old Indian bowler was reported for a suspected 
bowling action during the first one-day international of 
India’s series against Australia in Sydney on January 13, 
2019. Following the complaint, Rayudu failed to submit 
a bowling action test in the given timeline and hence, was 
penalised.
The suspension will remain in place until he is tested and 
can demonstrate that he is able to bowl with legal action. 
However, according to Article 11.5 of the Regulations and 
with the consent of the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India, Rayudu may be allowed to bowl in domestic cricket 
events played under the auspices of the BCCI.

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

De Goede, Van Doren 
win 2018 FIH players of  

year awards.

Elise Mertens Wins Qatar 
Open 2019.

Vidarbha claim 2nd suc-
cessive Ranji Trophy.

Johan Botha retires from all forms of 
cricket      25 Jan' 19

Veteran South 
African all-
rounder Johan 

Botha has announced 
his immediate 
retirement from all 
forms of cricket. The 
cricketer cited wear and 
tear on his body and 
sheer physical fatigue 
as the main reason behind the decision.  The 36-year-old 
played for South Africa in five test matches, 78 one-day 
internationals and 40 T20 Internationals from 2005 to 2012.  
About Johan Botha  

 # The former cricketer had played for the South African 
national team between 2005 and 2012.  

 # In 2012, he made the decision to move to Australia to 
play in the country's domestic leagues and in 2016 he 
was officially granted Australian citizenship.   

 # Born in Johannesburg, Botha represented the South 
African under-19s at the 2000 Under-19 World Cup 
and made his first-class debut for Eastern Province in 
the same year at the age of 18.  

 # The all-rounder was a right-hand batsman and right-
arm off-spin bowler. He made his international debut 
in November 2005, in a One Day International (ODI) 
against India.   

 # In his entire cricketing career, he played only five Test 
matches, the last of which came in 2010.    

 # He retired from international cricket after the 2012 
World Twenty20, signing a contract to captain South 
Australia in Australian domestic cricket.   

Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has imposed a fine of Rs 9 lakh 
on state-owned United India Insurance Co Ltd for violating certain procedures.
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general of police (DGP).

According to the ICC rules, an illegal 
bowling action is defined as where the 
player’s elbow extends by the amount of 
more than “15 degrees between their arm 
reaching the horizontal and the ball being 
released.”

ICC Awards 2018      29 Jan' 19

Indian skipper Virat 
Kohli became the 
first cricketer to 

win all the top three 
ICC individual awards 
including the Sir 
Garfield Sobers Trophy 
for ICC Cricketer of 
the Year, the ICC Men's 
Test Player of the Year 
and the ICC ODI Player of the Year for his performances 
in 2018.  The Indian captain, who recently led India to its 
historic series win down under, was also named the captain 
of the ICC Test Team and the ODI Team of the year 2018, 
the line-ups of which were dominated by Indian players.  
Highlights  

 # Kohli, who accumulated a total of 1322 runs from 13 
Tests, 1202 from 14 ODIs and 211 from 10 T20Is, 
became the first player to win all three awards 
together.  

 # This is the second consecutive time that he has won 
the Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for ICC Cricketer of the 
Year. This was also his second successive ODI Player 
of the Year award.  

 # Besides, Indian wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant claimed 
the ICC's Emerging Cricketer of the Year award.  

 # Further, players from India and England, which are the 
top-ranked ODI sides, dominated the ICC Men's ODI 
Team rankings, as with four players each, they made 
up more than two-thirds of the ODI Team of the Year 
2018.  

 # On the other hand, the ICC Test team of the year 
featured three players each from India and New 
Zealand. The Indian players included in the ICC test 
team included Rishabh Pant, Jasprit Bumrah and Virat 
Kohli.  

 # Besides Kohli, fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah was the 
only player to be named in both Test and ODI sides. 
The other two Indians in the ICC ODI team of the year 
included opener Rohit Sharma and spinner Kuldeep 
Yadav.  

The Awardees  

ICC Men's Cricketer of the Year: Virat Kohli (India)  

ICC Men's Test Cricketer of the Year: Virat Kohli 
(India)  

ICC Men's ODI Cricketer of the Year: Virat Kohli 
(India)  

ICC Men's Emerging Cricketer of the Year: Rishabh 
Pant (India)  

Fans Moment of the Year: Indian under-19 team's World 
Cup triumph in New Zealand  

David Shepherd Trophy, Umpire of the Year: Kumar 
Dharmasena (Sri Lanka)  

ICC Spirit of Cricket Award: Kane Williamson (New 
Zealand) 

ICC Men's Test Team of the Year (in batting order)  

Tom Latham (New Zealand), Dimuth Karunaratne (Sri 
Lanka), Kane Williamson (New Zealand), Virat Kohli 
(India) (capt), Henry Nicholls (New Zealand), Rishabh 
Pant (India) (wk), Jason Holder (Windies), Kagiso Rabada 
(South Africa), Nathan Lyon (Australia), Jasprit Bumrah 
(India), Mohammad Abbas (Pakistan)  

ICC Men's ODI team of the year (in batting order)   

Rohit Sharma (India), Jonny Bairstow (England), Virat 
Kohli (India) (capt), Joe Root (England), Ross Taylor 
(New Zealand), Jos Buttler (England) (wk), Ben Stokes 
(England), Mustafizur Rahman (Bangladesh), Rashid Khan 
(Afghanistan), Kuldeep Yadav (India), Jasprit Bumrah 
(India).  

The 30-year-old Kohli, who first came into limelight when 
he led India to victory at the ICC Under-19 World Cup 
in Malaysia in 2008, finished the year as the top-ranked 
batsman in Tests and ODIs.  The highest scorer in both 
forms of the game in 2018, he was one of only two batsmen 
to score more than 1,000 runs in Tests and only among 
three to do so in ODI cricket.

Kohli was the unanimous choice of the voting academy 
for the Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy with South Africa 
fast bowler Kagiso Rabada coming in second to him for 
both this award and the Test Player of the Year honour.  
Afghanistan leg-spinner Rashid Khan was runner up to 
Kohli for the ICC ODI Player of the Year 
award.  India won six Tests and lost seven 
during the voting period that ran from 
January 1 to December 31, 2018. In ODIs, 
Kohli led India to nine victories, with four 
losses and one tied match.
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Ranji Trophy is the Indian domestic first-class cricket 
championship between teams representing regional and 
state cricket associations. 
The championship is named after Ranjitsinhji Vibhaji 
Jadeja, who was famously referred to as ‘Ranji’.  
The cricket championship was conceived in July 1934 and 
the first fixture was held between Madras and Mysore at the 
Chepauk ground in Madras. 
The Ranji Trophy was also donated by Ranjitsinhji Vibhaji 
Jadeja.  Mumbai(Bombay) have won the tournament the 
most number of times with 41 wins.
Vidarbha became the sixth team to successfully 
defend their title. The other sides to win the 
consecutive titles are Bombay/Mumbai, 
Maharashtra, Delhi, Rajasthan and Karnataka.

Chris Gayle retires from One-day 
Internationals      18 Feb' 19

Veteran West 
Indies batsman 
Chris Gayle 

has announced that he 
will retire from One-
day Internationals after 
this year’s World Cup 
in England and Wales. 
The 39-year old left-
hander has scored 9,727 ODI runs, second only to the 
legendary Brian Lara among West Indians in 284 matches. 
He needs 677 more runs to surpass Lara as the West Indies' 
all-time record ODI run scorer, a feat he will be hoping to 
achieve during his fifth World Cup.  
Highlights:

 # Born on September 21, 1979, Christopher Gayle is a 
Jamaican cricketer who plays international cricket for 
the West Indies.  

 # He started his cricket career with the famous Lucas 
Cricket Club in Kingston, Jamaica. He played for the 
West Indies at youth international level prior to making 
his first-class debut in 1998, at the age of 19 for Jamaica.   

 # Gayle had a slow start to his international career. He 
made his debut in One Day International in September 
1999 against India and test debut in March 2000 
against Zimbabwe. He later captained the West Indies' 
Test side from 2007 to 2010.  

 # He made his T20 debut in February 2006 against New 
Zealand and he has been since then known as a T20 
specialist.   

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone for construction of Greenfield Airport at 
Hollongi near Itanagar and inaugurated an upgraded and retrofitted Airport at Tezu in Arunachal 

Pradesh.

Mithali Raj First Woman Cricketer to 
Play 200 ODIs      4 Feb' 19

India’s One-day 
International (ODI) 
captain Mithali Raj 

has become the first 
woman to play 200 
ODI matches with her 
appearance in the match 
against New Zealand. 
The record for largest 
number of games played by a Woman Cricketer was already 
in the name of Mithali Raj. Mithali Raj had achieved the 
milestone when she played her 192 ODI of the career, 
going past Charlotte Edwards’ record of 191 appearances. 
The 36-year-old Mithali Raj is playing the game at the 
international circuit for almost twenty years and she is 
also the fourth-highest among the cricketers as a whole, 
as Mithali is just behind Sachin Tendulkar (463), Sanath 
Jayasuriya (445) and Javed Miandad (233).  Journey of 
Mithali Raj Mithali Raj made her ODI debut back on 25 
June 1999 against Ireland in Milton Keynes. Mithali Raj 
is the leading run scorer in the ODIs among women with 
6622 runs. Of the 213 matches India has 
played since her debut, she has played in all 
of them barring 13. Mithali Raj also holds 
the record for leading a country in ODIs 
most number of times with 123 matches.

Vidarbha claim 2nd successive Ranji 
Trophy      8 Feb' 19

The defending 
c h a m p i o n s 
Vidarbha won 

the 85th Ranji Trophy 
title. The defending 
champions defeated 
Saurashtra by 78 runs in 
the final.  
Score Card of the 
Ranji Final 
Vidarbha: 312 and 200  
Saurashtra: 307 and 127  
Aditya Sarwate of was Vidarbha was declared man of 
the match for his 11 wickets in the match and 49 runs 
in Vidarbha’s second innings which helped Vidarbha 
clinching the title for the second time.  
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Arthur De Sloover's stunning, composed performances in 
the Belgium defence saw him being named as Male Rising 
Star of the Year, the prize available to players born on or 
after 1 January 1996.
Belgium's World Cup-winning head coach Shane McLeod 
was named Male Coach of the Year, with the New Zealander 
adding a second title to the one he shared with Netherlands 
coach Max Caldas at the 2017 Awards.
Netherlands head coach Alyson Annan was named Female 
Coach of the Year for a second year in 
succession.
England's Maddie Hinch, 30, was named 
Female Goalkeeper of the Year for a third 
year in a row, adding another title to those 
claimed in 2016 and 2017.

Elise Mertens Wins Qatar Open 2019  
18 Feb' 19

Belgium’s Elise 
Mertens has 
claimed the 

biggest title of her 
career by beating top 
seed Simona Halep of 
Romania 3-6, 6-4, 6-3 to 
win the Qatar Open. The 
final was played on 16th 
February 2019 in Doha.   

Currently ranked 21 in the world rankings, Ms. Mertens 
has won five singles and six doubles WTA titles as well 
as 24 ITF titles to date.  This is her biggest tour title. She 
overcame a lengthy medical time-out for a back issue in the 
first set; lost 18 points in a row at one stage in the second 
set, but then came back strong to finally win the title. This 
was a big upset in the world of Tennis as Simona Halep is 
ranked number three. 

The Qatar Open is a professional tennis tournament played 
on outdoor hard courts and is part of the ATP World Tour 
250 series of the Association of Tennis Professionals World 
Tour. It is held annually at the Khalifa 
International Tennis and Squash Complex 
in Doha, Qatar, since 1993. In the 2019 
edition, the Men’s Singles was won by 
R. Bautista Agut of Spain by beating T. 
Berdych of Czechoslovakia.

 # Gayle made his last test appearance in September 
2014 against Bangladesh, last ODI appearance in July 
2018 against Bangladesh and last T20 International 
appearance in May 2018 against World XI.   

 # Gayle is known to be one of the most destructive 
batsmen in the history of cricket, especially in T20.   
He is well known for hitting sixes. In 2012 he became 
the first player to hit a six off the first ball of a Test 
match.

 # In tests, Gayle is one of the only four players who have 
scored two triple centuries, which include 317 against 
South Africa in 2005 and 333 against Sri Lanka in 
2010.  

 # He also became the first batsman in 
World Cup history to score a double 
century when he reached 200 off 138 
balls against Zimbabwe during the 
2015 World Cup.  

De Goede, Van Doren win 2018 FIH 
players of year awards      18 Feb' 19

Netherlands' Eva 
de Goede and 
Arthur Van Doren 

of Belgium have been 
named as the International 
Hockey Federation's 
(FIH) Players of the Year 
for 2018.
Since the inception of the 
awards in 1998, no Indian hockey player has managed to 
bag the coveted awards.
While de Goede, 29, was named the Female Player of the 
Year, world champions Belgium's Van Doren, 24, was 
picked up as the Male Player of the Year for a second 
consecutive time.
Red Lions defender Van Doren is one of four Belgian 
winners in the FIH Hockey Stars Awards for 2018. Last 
year Van Doren claimed both the Player and Rising Star of 
the Year Awards.
Van Doren was not the only member of the Belgian set-up 
to win an award, with 31-year-old Red Lions shot-stopper 
Vincent Vanasch, a star performer in Belgium's shoot-
out triumph over the Netherlands in the World Cup final, 
claiming 46 per cent of votes to win his second successive 
Men's Goalkeeper of the Year title.

The Academy of Canadian Cinema & Television has announced that it will be honouring filmmaker 
Deepa Mehta with the Lifetime Achievement Award.
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Great Indian Bustard is 
the Mascot for COP-13 on 

Migratory Species.

First walking robot that 

navigates without GPS.

NASA’s Mars Rover 
Opportunity Concludes a 

15-Year Mission.

Youth Olympics gold medallist Jeremy Lalrinnunga clinched a silver in men's 67kg category, 
fetching India's second medal in the EGAT's Cup International Weightlifting Championships in 

Chiang Mai, Thailand.

ISRO launches Kalamsat, Microsat-R 
satellites on PSLV-C44 rocket 

25 Jan' 19

The Indian 
S p a c e 
R e s e a r c h 

Organisation (ISRO) 
launched a students' 
satellite Kalamsat and 
an imaging satellite 
Microsat-R from the 
Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre in Sriharikota, 
Andhra Pradesh on January 24, 2019, marking its first launch 
in 2019.   The national space agency's rocket, PSLV C44 
carried the satellites into the orbit.   After about 14 minutes 
into the flight, the rocket ejected the 700-kg Microsat R 
satellite at an altitude of about 277 km.  
The Kalamsat is a 10 cm cube nanosatellite weighing 
about 1.2 kg and has a life span of about two months. 
Kalamsat, prepared by a student and Chennai-based 
Space Kidz India, is a small satellite (10 × 10 × 10 cm) 
and is meant for HAM radio services. The Kalamsat 
satellite was the first to use fourth stage (PS4) of the 
launch vehicle PSLV-C44 as an orbital platform. With 
this launch, India became the first country to use the 
fourth stage of a space rocket as an orbital platform for 
micro-gravity experiments.  
PSLV-C44 

 # The PSLV is a four-stage engine expendable rocket 
with alternating solid and liquid fuel.  

 # One of the specialties of the launch was the 
configuration of the rocket. ISRO used the Aluminium 
tank for the first time in the fourth stage of the launch 
of PSLV C 44.   

 # In its normal configuration, the rocket would have 
six strap-on motors in its first stage. However, for 
the launch of Kalamsat and Microsat-R satellites, the 
rocket carried only two strap-on motors by the sides of 
the first fuel stage at the bottom.   

 # This was the first time the launch vehicle is built in this 
configuration known as PSLV-DL.   

 # This will reduce the weight and increase the mass in the 
four-stage engine expendable rocket with alternating 
solid and liquid fuel.  

 # After parking the satellites in the 
intended orbits, the fourth stage of 
the rocket will be taken to a circular 
orbit in space for carrying out certain 
experiments by the scientists.   

Human Space Flight Centre 
Inaugurated      1 Feb' 19

The Human 
Space Flight 
Centre (HSFC) 

which would be the 
core of ISRO’s future 
manned missions was 
inaugurated at the 
ISRO headquarters 
in Bengaluru.  The 
Human Space Flight Centre will implement the first 
development flight of Gaganyaan with the support of 
existing ISRO Centres. The Human Space Flight Centre 
would be responsible for end-to-end mission planning, 
development of engineering systems for crew survival in 
space, crew selection and training and also pursue activities 
for sustained human space flight missions.  
Gaganyaan is India’s first manned space mission has 
been accorded highest priority by ISRO and the plan 
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Branch Name Phone Number

Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136

Ahmedabad 9227575027

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Prayagraj (Allahabad) 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816

Ambikapur 8823868882

Amritsar 9646606160

Asansol 7076880723

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bangalore 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Chennai 8939777224

Coimbatore 8110967668

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671/9250239674

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723/24

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Ayodhya (Faizabad) 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9204311416

Ghaziabad 9212229752/24

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9229174910

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865 /8790034792

Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar

7032410704

Indore 7581800952

Jabalpur 9229174905

Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894

Jammu 9419305561

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhalandhar 8557088164

Jhansi 9235253424

Jodhpur 9636512855

The Reserve Bank has imposed a cumulative penalty of Rs 3.5 crore on state-owned lenders 
Corporation Bank and Allahabad Bank for violation of various norms.
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Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

Kanpur Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133

Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497/8017652045

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow Alambagh 
PO

9235253521

Lucknow Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar

9235253548

Lucknow Mahanagar 
PO

9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram

9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 9208235067

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9208243884

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Munger 8881667750

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patiala 9780859721

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438

Rajkot 9979316870

Rampur 9208255388

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Rohtak 8930403886

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Tirupati 9581933099

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vijaywada 8886309897

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661

Union Minister Suresh Prabhu has released a book 'Ramayan Retold With Scientific Evidences'.  This 
book has been written by Saroj Bala, an Indian Revenue Service (IRS) officer of 1972 batch.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 13th International Oil and Gas Conference - 

PETROTECH-2019 at India Expo Centre in Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

is to have the first unmanned mission in December 
2020 and second for July 2021. The manned mission 
will happen in December 2021.  The Gaganyaan project 
is headed by R. Hutton, who was the Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV) Director. The Gaganyaan 
project takes the Indian astronauts into 
space to a height of 350-400 km above 
the Earth and orbits around the planet 
for at least a week. The Indian astronauts 
would be conducting experiments in the 
space.

GSAT-31 launched from French 
Guiana      8 Feb' 19

India’s communica-
tion satellite GSAT-
31 was successfully 

launched from the 
Spaceport in French 
Guiana. GSAT-31 was 
launched from the 
launch vehicle Ariane 
5 VA-247.  GSAT-31 
would be placed at 
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit. GSAT-31 will augment 
the Ku-band transponder capacity in Geostationary Orbit. 
Highlights:

GSAT-31 derives its heritage from ISRO’s earlier 
INSAT/GSAT satellite series and will provide 
continuity to operational services on some of the in-
orbit satellites. 
GSAT-31 will provide DTH Television Services, 
connectivity to VSATs for ATM, Stock-exchange, Digital 
Satellite News Gathering (DSNG) and e-governance 
applications. 
GSAT-31 will also be used for bulk data transfer for a host 
of emerging telecommunication applications. 
After separation from the upper stage of Ariane-5, the two 
solar arrays of GSAT-31 were automatically deployed in 
quick succession and ISRO’s Master Control Facility at 
Hassan in Karnataka took over the command and control 
of GSAT-31.  
ISRO scientists will now undertake phase-wise orbit-
raising manoeuvres to place the satellite 
in Geostationary Orbit (36,000 km above 
the equator) using its onboard propulsion 
system. The satellite would be then placed 
in its final orbital configuration.

Great Indian Bustard is the Mascot 
for COP-13 on Migratory Species 

9 Feb' 19

The Union 
Government has 
announced the 

Great Indian Bustard 
(GIB) as the mascot 
for the 13th Conference 
of Parties (COP) of 
the UN Convention 
on the conservation 
of migratory species 
(CMS) to be held in Gujarat next year.  The logo, mascot 
and the website for the 13th Conference of Parties (COP) 
was launched by the Union Minister for Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change Harsh Vardhan. 
The mascot for the event, Great Indian Bustard has been 
fondly named as ‘Gibi’.  Convention on the Conservation 
of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) CMS is an 
international treaty under the aegis of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). 
It is also known as the Bonn Convention. CMS aims 
to conserve terrestrial, marine and avian migratory 
species throughout their range.  CMS is only global and 
UN-based intergovernmental organization established 
exclusively for conservation and management of 
terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory species 
throughout their range.  
The convention provides a global platform for deliberations 
on the conservation and sustainable use of migratory wild 
animals and their habitat. 
The convention was signed in 1979 at Bonn (hence the 
name Bonn Convention), Germany and entered into force 
in 1983. 
Its headquarters are in Bonn, Germany. 
Since its entry into force, the membership 
has grown steadily to include over 120 
Parties from Africa, Central and South 
America, Asia, Europe and Oceania.

India successfully tests Solid Fuel 
Ducted Ramjet Propelled Missile 

11 Feb' 19

India has successfully undertaken the demonstration of 
the indigenously developed propulsion technology. The 
successful demonstration of indigenous technology 
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 # Moreover, many clean and green development 

initiatives have been undertaken at both the state and 
national level.   

 # Some of the key initiatives include the National 
Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC), National 
Adaptation Fund on Climate Change (NAFCC), 
Climate Change Action Programme (CCAP) and State 
Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC).  

 # The Government also undertook few measures to 
minimise the impact of climate change such as 
generating 175 GW of renewable energy by 2022, 
smart cities, electric vehicles, leapfrogging from 
Bharat Stage -IV to Bharat Stage-VI emission norms 
by April 2020, etc.  Major initiatives of the Government 
towards combating climate change  

National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC), 
International Solar Alliance (ISA), State Action Plan 
on Climate Change (SAPCC), FAME 
Scheme for E-mobility, Atal Mission for 
Rejuvenation & Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT) for Smart Cities, Pradhan 
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, UJALA scheme 
and Swachh Bharat Mission.

First walking robot that navigates 
without GPS      15 Feb' 19

Scientists claim to 
have developed 
the first walking 

robot that can explore 
its environment and find 
its way home without 
GPS or mapping, 
opening new avenues 
for the navigation of 
autonomous vehicles.
Researchers from the French National Center for Scientific 
Research (CNRS) took inspiration from desert ants, 
which are extraordinary solitary navigators, to design the 
AntBot.
Ants use polarised light and ultraviolet radiation to locate 
themselves in space. Cataglyphis desert ants in particular 
can cover several hundreds of metres in direct sunlight in 
the desert to find food, then return in a straight line to the 
nest, without getting lost.
AntBot copies the desert ants' exceptional navigation 
capacities, allowing it to explore without using Global 
Positioning System (GPS), researchers said. It is equipped 
with an optical compass used to determine its heading 

Union Food Processing Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal inaugurated Cremica Food Park in the Una 
district of Himachal Pradesh. This is the first mega food park of the state.

is a step forward in 
the development of 
long-range air-to-air 
missiles.  
A Long Journey India 
had embarked on the 
journey to indigenously 
develop the Solid 
Fuel Ducted Ramjet 
technology in 2013 with estimated funding of nearly Rs 500 
cr to develop the technology and demonstrate it in 5 years.  
The Defence Research Development Laboratory (DRDL) 
at Hyderabad was the lead agency for the collaborative 
mission project. The first test of this indigenous technology 
was carried out in May 2018. The recent one was a second 
trail and it established a series of technologies including the 
ground booster, separation of the ground booster and nozzle-
less booster.  During the test flight, the missile was guided 
to high altitude to simulate aircraft release conditions and 
subsequently the nozzle-less. All the mission parameters 
were successfully met. The Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet 
propelled missile uses the air-breathing 
ramjet propulsion technology, which helps 
propel the missile at high supersonic speeds 
(above Mach 2) for engaging targets at long 
ranges.

Government releases publication on 
actions undertaken to tackle climate 

change      13 Feb' 19

The Union 
Ministry of 
Envi ronment , 

Forest and Climate 
Change has released a 
publication titled “India 
– Spearheading Climate 
Solutions” on climate 
actions in India.  The 
publication mentions the 
key initiatives undertaken by India under various sectors 
towards combating and adapting to climate change. It not 
only highlights the achievements towards climate action 
but also showcases Government’s preparedness for future.  

 # During the last four years, the Narendra Modi-
led NDA Government introduced a number 
of policies and initiatives like e-mobility, 
green transportation, renewable energy, waste 
management, afforestation, water, etc. to minimise 
the impact of climate change.  
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Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu at Vigyan Bhawan, New 
Delhi. It saw the presence of more than 2000 delegates in the 
fields of sustainable development, energy and environment 
sectors. World Sustainable Development Summit 2019 held 
at New Delhi. The theme of WSDS 2019 was ‘Attaining 
the 2030 Agenda: delivering on our promise’
Frank Bainimarama, Prime Minister of Fiji, was honoured 
with the Sustainable Development Leadership Award 2019 
for his outstanding contributions towards 
sustainable development in Fiji. TERI will 
set up Resource Efficiency Cell to enable 
inter-ministerial and inter-departmental 
synergy in promoting material resource 
efficiency in India.

China’s dream: The first solar power 
station in space       18 Feb' 19

Following its successful and world-beating trip to the far 
side of the moon, China is preparing to build a solar power 
station in space, as the world’s No 2 economy strives to 

burnish its superpower credentials.  With an $8-billion annual 
budget for its space programme, second only to the US, China 
is seeking to compete with its rival for economic, military 
and technological dominance.  Experimental base Scientists 
have already started the construction of an experimental base 
in the western Chinese city Chongqing. Initially, they plan to 
develop a smaller power station in the stratosphere between 
2021 and 2025, a 1 megawatt-level solar facility in space by 
2030, and eventually larger generators.  
The nation’s space scientists successfully landed a lunar probe 
on the far side of the moon on January 3, capping a series of 
missions and giving a boost to China’s ambitions. Landing on 
the unexplored region will enable Change-4 to better study the 
moon because of the lack of electromagnetic interference from 
Earth.  Green shoots Reminiscent of the 2015 science fiction 
film The Martian starring Matt Damon, China’s lunar mission 
is also testing if the barren moon can support life. Pictures sent 
back from Change-4 last month showed the first green leaf 
from cotton seeds nine days after the experiment was initiated, 
according to Chongqing University, which led the biological 
project.  The country has more such missions in the pipeline. 
Four more versions of the Change probe are in the offing, with 
at least two of them planned for a landing on the moon’s south 
pole, according to Wu Yanhua, Vice-Administrator of the China 
National Space Administration.  Space Station China aims 
to build its own space station around 2022. 
Dubbed Tiangong, or Heavenly Palace, it will 
have a core module and two other modules for 
experiments, altogether weighing 66 tonnes 
and able to carry three people, with a designed 
life cycle of at least 10 years.

by means of polarised light, and by an optical movement 
sensor directed to the Sun to measure the distance covered. 
Armed with this information, AntBot has been shown to 
be able, like the desert ants, to explore its environment 
and to return on its own to its base, with precision of up 
to one centimetre after having covered a total distance of 
14 metres. Weighing only 2.3 kg, this robot 
has six feet for increased mobility, allowing 
it to move in complex environments, 
precisely where deploying wheeled robots 
and drones can be complicated.

NASA’s Mars Rover Opportunity 
Concludes a 15-Year Mission      15 Feb' 19

The National 
A e r o n a u t i c s 
and Space 

Administration (NASA) 
announced that its Mars 
Mission, Opportunity 
has come to an end. This 
marked the conclusion 
of the 15-year saga. The 
decision to end the mission was made after all the efforts 
to restore contact with the Opportunity Mars rover didn’t 
yield desired results. A historic global dust storm reached 
the location of the Opportunity rover on Mars. The storm 
darkened the skies and cut off of the rover’s solar power. 
All the efforts of NASA to restore the rover did not yield 
positive results.  Things worsened with the onset of the 
winter at the location of the Opportunity rover. The reduced 
sunlight and colder temperatures during winter made it 
unlikely for the recovery of the Opportunity rover.  
Opportunity was the second of the twin Mars Exploration 
Rovers to land on Mars in January 2004. Opportunity landed 
90 days after its twin rover Spirit landed. Spirit landed at 
Gusev Crater and Opportunity landed on the opposite side of 
Mars at Meridiani Planum.  NASA expected 90-day lifetimes 
for the rovers.  Both Opportunity and Spirit 
far exceeded their expected lifetime. Spirit’s 
mission ended in May 2011 after travelling 
eight kilometres and Opportunity had logged 
45 kilometres before losing contact in June 
2018.

World Sustainable Development Summit 
2019 held at New Delhi      16 Feb' 19

World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS) 
2019, the flagship event of ‘The Energy and 
Resources Institute’ (TERI), was inaugurated by 

France's Corentin Moutet defeated Andrew Harris of Australia by 6-3, 6-3 in the finals to win the 
Chennai Open ATP Challenger tennis tournament title.
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 # The findings are based on an online survey that took 
place in 27 markets, covering over 33,000 respondents. 
The fieldwork was conducted between October-
November 2018.  

 # The companies headquartered in Switzerland (71 per 
cent), Germany (71 per cent), Canada (70 per cent) and 
Japan (69 percent) were found to be the most trusted.   

 # On the other hand, the companies headquartered in 
India (40 per cent), Mexico and Brazil were found to 
be the least trusted, followed by companies in China 
and South Korea.  

 # While the score of India and Brazil 
stood at 40 per cent, the score of 
Mexico and China stood at 36 per cent 
and 41 per cent respectively. 

India moves to 78th position in 
Corruption Perceptions Index 2018 

30 Jan' 19

India improved its ranking on the 2018 Corruption 
Perceptions Index (CPI) by three points and moved to 
78th position. India has got a score of 41. India was 

ranked at 81 in 2017 report.  In the list of 180 countries, 
China and Pakistan lagged far behind India at 87th and 
117th position, respectively.  According to the Index, 
Denmark is the least corrupt country followed by New 
Zealand; while Somalia, Syria and South Sudan are the 
most corrupt countries in the world.  This global corruption 
index was released by Transparency International. 
Highlights   

 # The Index is topped by Denmark and New Zealand at 
first and second positions respectively.  

 # Singapore moved up three spots to fetch 3rd place on 
the index.  

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

President unveils 
Vajpayee's portrait in 
Parliament's Central 

Hall.

Hungary to give life tax 
exemption to women with 4 

children.

New company to be 
established under 

Department of  Space.

Former West Bengal minister and CPI(M) leader Jogesh Barman died. A popular left leader elected 
from Assembly constituency in Alipurduar district for the first time in 1991, Barman became the 

forest minister in 1996 and took charge of the Backward Class Welfare Department in 2006.

India among the most trusted nations 
globally: 2019 Edelman Report 

22 Jan' 19

India is among the 
most trusted nations 
globally when it 

comes to government, 
business, NGOs and 
media but the country's 
brands are among the 
least-trusted, as per the 
2019 Edelman Trust 
Barometer report.  
The report, which released on January 21, 2019, ahead 
of the World Economic Forum (WEF) meet, noted that 
the Global Trust Index witnessed a marginal increase 
of 3 points to 52. It also revealed that trust has changed 
profoundly in the past year with people shifting their trust 
to the relationships within their control, most notably 
their employers. Globally, 75 percent of people trust “my 
employer” to do what is right, significantly more than 
NGOs (57 percent), business (56 percent) and media (47 
percent).  
Highlights   

 # China topped the Trust Index among both the informed 
public and the general population segments, with 
scores of 79 and 88 respectively.

 # India was at the second place in the informed public 
category and third place in the general population 
category. 

 # India was among the most trusted nations globally 
when it comes to government, business, NGOs and 
media.  
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corruption and 100 points to countries completely free 
of graft.  

 # Since its inception in 1995, the Index, 
Transparency International’s flagship 
research product, has become the 
leading global indicator of public 
sector corruption.

President unveils Vajpayee's portrait 
in Parliament's Central Hall 

12 Feb' 19

President Ram 
Nath Kovind 
unveiled a life-

size portrait of Former 
Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee in 
the Central Hall of 
Parliament House. 
President Ram Nath 
Kovind unveiled a life-size portrait of Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
in the Central Hall of Parliament House, noting the former 
prime minister led the nation under trying times.
The President also said that the BJP veteran displayed 
exemplary patience and grit under the most difficult 
circumstances. The President also felicitated Krishna 
Kanhai, the artist who made the portrait of Vajpayee.
Highlights:

 # The portrait shows a smiling Vajpayee in his trademark 
'dhoti-kurta' and sleeveless black jacket.

 # National icons such as Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Rabindranath 
Tagore, BR Ambedkar, Dadabhai Naoroji, Indira 
Gandhi, and Shyama Prasad Mookerjee have been 
immortalised by their portraits in the central hall.

 # Besides holding a joint sitting of two Houses, the 
central hall is generally used for many prestigious 
events. Top world leaders including then US President 
Barack Obama have delivered speeches here. On a 
daily basis, MPs gather here during breaks in sessions.

 # The last addition to the galaxy of portraits at the 
central hall was in 2003, when Vinayak Damodar 
Savarkars portrait was added. Eminent painters such 
as S Roerich, NS Subhakrishna, Bikash Bhattacharjee 
and Chintamani Kar have made some of the portraits.

 # Vajpayee, who passed away in August 2018 after a 
prolonged illness, was thrice prime minister and the 
first to lead a coalition government for a full term.

India's ace cueist Pankaj Advani defeated Lakshman Rawat by 6-0 to clinch the 86th Senior Snooker 
National Championship title.

 # The Asia-Pacific region included top performers like 
New Zealand on the second position, Singapore at 
number 3, Australia at no 13 and Japan at no 18.  

 # Other top performers around the world were Sweden, 
Finland, Norway, Iceland, Canada, United Kingdom, 
Ireland and Germany.   

 # The best performer in South America was Uruguay at 
number 23 with a score of 70 and in Africa, Botswana 
topped with 61 points at the 34th position.  

 # More than two-thirds of countries score below 50 on 
this year’s CPI, with an average score of just 43.    

 # Since 2012, only 20 countries have significantly 
improved their scores including Estonia and Cote 
D’Ivoire, and 16 have significantly declined including, 
Australia, Chile and Malta.  

 # With a score of 71 at 22nd position, the United States 
lost four points since last year, dropping out of the top 
20 countries on the CPI for the first time since 2011.  

Top 10 countries in Corruption Perceptions Index 2018  

Position  Country  Region  
1  Denmark  Western Europe & European 

Union  
2  New Zealand  Asia Pacific  
3  Finland  Western Europe & European 

Union  
3  Singapore  Asia Pacific  
3  Sweden  Western Europe & European 

Union  
3 Switzerland  Western Europe & European 

Union  
7  Norway  Western Europe & European 

Union  
8  Netherlands  Western Europe & European 

Union  
9 Canada  Americas  
9  Luxembourg  Western Europe & European 

Union

About Corruption Perceptions Index  

 # The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) ranks 180 
countries and territories by their perceived levels 
of public sector corruption according to experts and 
business people,.  

 # It uses a scale of 0 to 100, where 0 is highly corrupt 
and 100 is very clean.   

 # It gives zero points to countries with rampant 
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NEWS BITES MISCELLaNEOUS
children’s children.  Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban’s new measures aren’t 
just aimed at increasing Hungary’s 
declining birthrate. They are also aimed 
at limiting the country’s immigration 
and diversifying its population.

New company to be established 
under Department of Space 

20 Feb' 2019

The government 
has approved 
setting up of a 

new company under 
the Department of 
Space to commercially 
exploit the research 
and development 
work carried out by 
Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) Centers and 
constituent units of DOS. 
Avenues for Commercialisation The following avenues 
provide opportunities for commercial exploitation of 
ISRO programmes:  Small satellite technology transfer to 
industry. 
The new company shall take a license from DoS/ISRO 
and sub-license to industries. Manufacture of the small 
satellite launch vehicle (SLV) in collaboration with the 
Private Sector. Productionisation of Polar SLV through the 
industry. Productionisation and marketing of Space-based 
products and services, including launch and applications; 
Transfer of Technology developed by ISRO Centers and 
constituent units of DoS. Marketing of some spin-off 
technologies and products, both in India and abroad. Any 
other subject which Government of India 
deems fit. Recently ISRO agreed to transfer 
technology on Lithium-Ion cell Batteries. 
Constituting a new company together with 
providing revenues will give a boost to the 
Make in India campaign.

Vijaya Bank General Manager Manimekhalai A has been appointed as the executive director of 
Canara Bank. According to the order, her tenure will be initially for a period of three years.

 # Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri, 
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi are 
other former prime ministers whose 
portraits adorn the walls of the Central 
Hall.

Hungary to give life tax exemption to 
women with 4 children      12 Feb' 19

Hungary's Prime 
M i n i s t e r 
Viktor Orban 

has announced new 
measures, under which 
increasing financial aid 
and subsidies will be 
provided to families 
that have more than 
three children.  The measures were announced by the Prime 
Minister during his "state of the nation" speech. They are 
meant to encourage women to have more children and to 
reverse Hungary's population decline.  
Highlights  

 # The Hungarian government has decided to provide a 
lifetime income tax exemption for women who give 
birth to at least four children.  

 # The government has also proposed the introduction of 
a subsidy worth 8,825 US dollars towards the purchase 
of a seven-seat vehicle for families with three or more 
children.  

 # It has also announced a seven-point plan to increase 
the fertility rate in the country.  

 # It has also promised to extend home loans to families 
with at least two children.  

 # Besides, a low-interest loan of 35,300 US dollars for 
women under the age of 40 who are marrying for the 
first time has also been proposed.   

 # The government has also decided to build 21,000 
nurseries across the country in three years and provide 
grandparents with free childcare if they are raising their 
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CONSTERNATION (N) - con•ster•na•tion \ kän(t)-stər- 
nā-shən\
Perturbation/angst/
Definition of CONSTERNATION 
Now we have to deal with its pronunciation….so …it is 
like a piece of cake…..how?...lets see…
Con is pronounced like dawn, lawn etc. …ter….nation is as 

we all know how to pronounce it….
So it is like dawn like con (s) + ter + nation hence becomes 
consternation.
consternation is from the Latin word consternation - (stem 
of consternātiō).  
Example-

 # To his consternation her car wouldn't start. 

NEW AND TRICKY

SUFFIX - DESCRIPTION PART OF SPEECH MADE FROM EXAMPLES

-ation Process Noun (action) Verb Pollution, creation, destruction

Contemporary Examples
The Spanish health ministry has given assurances that the 
Spanish public is not at risk, but consternation is growing.
 Ebola Contracted in Madrid Hospital Could 
Spread in Europe Barbie Latza Nadeau October 6, 2014 
Amidst all the pandemonium, the show just carried on to 
the consternation of some guests.
             Builder Crashes Through Roof Of London Fashion 
Week Show Tom Sykes September 15, 2014 
By the virtue of Polysemy
consternation - fear resulting from the awareness of danger
alarm, dismay
fear, fearfulness, fright - an emotion experienced in 
anticipation of some specific pain or danger (usually 
accompanied by a desire to flee or fight)
First Known Use: 1604
Word Origin and History for consternation
N.
1610s, from French consternation "dismay, confusion," 
from Latin consternationem (nominative consternatio) 
"confusion, dismay," from consternat-, past participle stem 
of consternare "overcome, confuse,dismay, perplex, terrify, 
alarm," probably related to consternere "throwdown, 
prostrate," from com-, intensive prefix (see com- ), + 
sternere "to spread out".
Synonyms : Amazement, bewilderment, perplexity, 
stupefaction, anxiety.
Antonyms :  Calmness, composure, confidence, tranquillity
Other related words
Ambition(N)-a strong desire to do or achieve something.
Fiction(N)-imagination
Revolution(N)-mutiny
Caution(N)-awareness
Examples of other related words
Affection- He showed a great deal of affection to her.
Correction- He made a correction to his exam paper.
Fiction-Do you prefer to read fiction or information books?

Construction- The tower was a unique construction.
Introduction- The introduction is a group of sentences at 
the beginning of a piece of writing, giving the reader an 
idea of what is to come.
Caution- They approached the dog with caution.
Other words with same suffix
Ramification(N)-Consequence
Amelioration(N)-improvement
Altercation(N)-argument
TEST YOURSELF
Direction: In each of the following sentences there is 
a blank space given. Below each five words have been 
denoted by numbers (1) ,(2), (3), (4) and (5). Find out 
which word can be filled up in the blank to make the 
sentence meaningfully complete, if there is no word 
required choose option (5).
1.  The country has had a socialist ____ .
 (1) revelation  (2) revolution (3) altercation
 (4) inspection  (5) extermination 
2. People who had seen him were able to give a ____ .
 (1) revelation (2) description (3) inspection
 (4) extermination (5) consternation
3. Anyone receiving a suspect package should exercise 

extreme _____.
 (1) revelation  (2) caution (3) altercation
 (4) description  (5) inspection 
4. Industrialized countries should reduce their energy 

_____ .
 (1) description (2) altercation  (3) revolution
 (4) consumption  (5) consternation
5. On closer _____ it looked like a fossil.
 (1) consternation (2) ramifications (3) inspection
 (4) consumption  (5) extermination 
ANSWERS

1.(2) 2.(2) 3.(2) 4.(4) 5.(3)

Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) Chairman Sushil Chandra has been appointed as an Election 
Commissioner.
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WHO'S WHO DESIGNaTION
WHO’S WHO

S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sushil Chandra
   9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajeev Mehrishi
  13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somnath
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director M. Nageshwar Rao
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
  20. Chairman, UGC D.P. Singh
  21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K.N. Vyas
  23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
  24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
  26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Pramod Chandra Mody
  27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
  31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
  33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N.K. Singh
  35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
  36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  37. President, ASSOCHAM Balkrishan Goenka
  38. Chairman, NASSCOM Rishad Premji
  39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
  40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
  41. Children Film Society of India, CEO Swati Pandey
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
  43. President, CII Rakesh Bharti Mittal
  44. President, FICCI Rashesh Shah
  45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
  49. Finance Secretary  Ajay Narayan Jha
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Sunil Mehta
Data as on 22nd February, 2019

Senior bureaucrat Pramod Chandra Mody has been appointed as the chairman of Central Board of 
Direct Taxes (CBDT). Mody, a 1982 batch Indian Revenue Service (Income Tax cadre), has been 

appointed in place of Sushil Chandra. Mody is at present member in the CBDT.
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A socioeconomic and political crisis began in Venezuela in 
2010 under the presidency of Hugo Chávez. Observers and 
economists have stated that the crisis is not the result of a 
conflict or natural disaster but the consequences of populist 
policies that began under the Chávez administration's 
Bolivarian Revolution.

The Bolivarian Revolution 
Hugo Chávez was a former military officer of notable 
reputation. Later, in 1998, he was elected President of 
Venezuela. Increasing oil prices in the early 2000s led to levels 
of funds not seen in Venezuela since the 1980s. Intending to 
maintain political power through social programs, Chávez 
established Bolivarian missions, aimed at providing public 
services to improve economic, cultural, and social conditions. 
The Missions entailed the construction of thousands of free 
medical clinics for the poor, and the enactment of food and 
housing subsidies. The quality of life for Venezuelans had 
also improved according to a UN Index. However, Venezuela 
began to face economic difficulties due to Chávez's populist 
policies and on 2 June 2010, he declared an "economic war".
Following Chávez's death, Nicolás Maduro became 
president. Maduro continued most of the existing economic 
policies of his predecessor Chávez. 

The Economic Loop Hole
The social works initiated by Chávez's government relied on 
oil products. Oil is the keystone of the Venezuelan economy. 
By the end of Chávez's presidency in the early 2010s, 
economic actions performed by his government, such as 
overspending and price controls, proved to be unsustainable. 
Venezuela's economy faltered while poverty, inflation and 
shortages in Venezuela increased.
The origin of this economic collapse, started years after 
the improvement of the extraction of unconventional 
hydrocarbons in the United States. Due to slowdown 
in China, a steady increase in oil production and stable 
demand, generated a surplus of this resource that caused a 
drop in prices of reference crude oil, from $100 a barrel to 

VENEZUELA CRISIS

Australian fast bowler Pat Cummins won the Cricket Australia's highest honour 'Allan Border Medal'.

$50 a barrel, causing unfavourable changes in the economy 
of Venezuela. Owing to high oil reserves, lack of policies on 
private property and low remittances, by 2012, of every 100 
dollars, more than 90 came from oil and its derivatives. With 
the fall in oil prices in early 2015 the country faced a drastic 
fall in revenues of the US currency along with commodities. 
In addition, the government has not made policy changes to 
adapt to the low petroleum price. 
Since the mid-2000s during Chávez's presidency, Venezuela 
suffered from a housing crisis. Under the Maduro government, 
housing shortages continued to worsen. Maduro announced 
in 2014 that due to the shortage of steel, abandoned cars and 
other vehicles would be acquired by the government and 
melted to provide rebar for housing. In April 2014, Maduro 
ruled by decree that Venezuelans who owned three or more 
rental properties would be forced by the government to sell 
their rental units at a set price or they would face fines or 
have their property possessed by the government. 

Venezuelan Debt, 2014
According to the Central Bank of Venezuela, the foreign 
debt of the Venezuelan state in 2014 is divided into:

 # Venezuelan public debt: it represents 55% of the total 
and is what is owed in terms of domestic and foreign 
debt bonds, treasury bills and bank loans.

 # PDVSA's financial debt, representing 21% of the total.
 # Foreign debt, representing 15% of the total, financing 

obtained through Chinese funds.
 # CADIVI's debt, representing 9% of the total. It is 

CADIVI's non-financial debt (currencies for imports, 
dividends, income and services in general).

Inflation And Unemployment
Venezuela has a strong dependence on oil, which generates 
about 96% of its export revenues. The fall in oil prices has 
occurred at a time when the South American country faces 
runaway inflation, which reached an annualized rate of 
63.9% in November, and a severe scarcity of basic products.
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Producers Guild of India (PGI) and Producers Guild of America (PGA) have signed a memorandum 

of understanding (MoU) to commit to building a "strong collaborative system" to help better the 
growth of entertainment production in India and the US.

The Venezuelan currency is worth, as of late August 2018, 
750,000 times less than in August 2012, since it has lost 
more than 99.99986% of its value. Inflation rate in 2014 
reached 69% and was the highest in the world. The rate then 
increased to 181% in 2015, 800% in 2016, 4,000% in 2017 
and 1,698,488% in 2018.  At the end of 2018, inflation had 
reached 1.35 million percent.
In August 2018, a new currency, the sovereign bolívar was 
issued to fight hyperinflation. The new currency replaced 
the existing paper bolivar at a rate of 1/100,000: a 100,000 
bolivar note becoming a 1 sovereign bolivar note. Due to the 
inflation and expropriations by the Venezuelan government 
to private companies, many others left the country, which in 
turn increased unemployment for those remaining.

Corruption
Corruption in Venezuela is high according to Transparency 
International's (TNI) Corruptions Perceptions Index and is 
prevalent throughout many levels of Venezuela's society. 
While corruption is difficult to measure reliably, Transparency 
International currently ranks Venezuela among the top 20 
most corrupt countries, tied with four other countries as the 
8th most corrupt nation in the world. 

Social Crisis
When the price of petroleum was high, Venezuela became 
dependent on food imports, and once the price declined the 
government became unable to afford the imports. Almost 
90% of the population was living in poverty, and more than 
half did not have enough income to meet their basic food 
needs. Children are often forced to stand in food lines or beg 
with their parents. In more extreme cases, Friends of the Child 
Foundation Amerita Protección (Fundana) psychologist 
Ninoska Zambrano explains that children are offering sexual 
services to obtain food.  The annual "Venezuela's Living 
Conditions Survey" (ENCOVI) found that nearly 75 percent 
of the population had lost an average of at least 8.7 kg in 
weight due to a lack of proper nutrition.
The crisis has affected the life of the average Venezuelan on 
all levels. In 1961, Venezuela was the first country declared 
free of malaria. As of 2016 its malaria-prevention program 
had collapsed. In November 2018, according to the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the 
number of refugees had risen to 3 million. 

The Political Crisis
On 1 May 2017, Maduro called for a Constituent Assembly 
that would draft a new constitution that would replace the 
1999 Venezuela Constitution. He invoked Article 347, and 
stated that his call for a new constitution was necessary 

to counter the actions of the opposition. The members of 
the Constituent Assembly would not be elected in open 
elections, but selected from social organizations loyal to 
Maduro. It would also allow him to stay in power during the 
interregnum and skip the 2018 presidential elections, as the 
process would take at least two years.
On 20 June 2017, President of the National Assembly Julio 
Borges, the opposition-led legislative body of Venezuela, 
announced the activations of Articles 333 and 350 of the 
Venezuelan Constitution in order to establish new parallel 
government. Constituent Assembly elections were held on 30 
July 2017. The 2017 Constituent Assembly of Venezuela was 
officially sworn in on 4 August 2017. The incumbent President 
Nicolás Maduro was re-elected as president in the 2018 
Venezuelan presidential election. In early 2019 the National 
Assembly of Venezuela stated that the results of the election 
were invalid and declared Juan Guaidó as the acting president.

International Response
In 2011, the United States sanctioned Venezuela's state-
owned oil company Petróleos de Venezuela. On March 9, 
2015, Barack Obama signed and issued an executive order 
declaring Venezuela a national security "threat" and ordered 
sanctions against Venezuelan officials. In 2017, Donald 
Trump's administration imposed more economic sanctions 
on Venezuela. In 2019, former UN rapporteur Alfred de 
Zayas asserted that US sanctions on Venezuela were illegal 
as they constituted economic warfare and could amount to 
“crimes against humanity” under international law.

Military Intervention
On August 11, 2017, U.S. President Donald Trump said that 
he is "not going to rule out a military option" to confront the 
autocratic government of Nicolás Maduro and the deepening 
crisis in Venezuela. Canada, Colombia and Guyana, which are 
members of the Lima Group, refused to sign the organization's 
document rejecting military intervention in Venezuela. 

Recently This Year...
Venezuela's oil minister made a surprise appearance at an 
energy event in India. Venezuela wants to sell more crude 
to India. India is set to emerge as Venezuela's preferred 
customer due to the nation's willingness to pay for crude 
in cash, as opposed to sales to China that are supplied via 
oil-for-loans agreements. Venezuela production is now at 
1.57 million barrels per day. Venezuela currently holds 
the OPEC presidency. Reliance Industries Ltd., an Indian 
refiner that operates the world's biggest processing complex, 
is taking a parcel of Venezuelan synthetic oil Hamaca that 
was originally scheduled for delivery to a LyondellBasell 
Industries NV plant in the U.S.
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The CBI is questioning the Kolkata Police Commissioner 
at highly secured agency's office in connection with chit 
fund scam cases.  The development comes after a recent 
tussle between the CBI and Kolkata police. As a result 
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamta Banerjee on February 
1 went to strike. The tussle started after a team of CBI 
officials, en route to take Kolkata Police Commissioner 
Rajeev Kumar in custody was apprehended. Following the 
tussle with Kolkata police, and much political drama, the 
CBI had approached the apex court with a contempt plea. 
In its judgement, the Supreme Court had asked Kolkata's 
Commissioner of Police to cooperate in the investigation 
and appear before the CBI at its Shillong offices. Kolkata 
Police Commissioner Rajeev Kumar is being interrogated 
at the highly secured CBI office at Oakland area in the 
Meghalaya capital where three senior CBI investigators.
The Supreme Court had ordered the Kolkata Police 
Commissioner to appear before the CBI and "faithfully" 
cooperate in the investigation of the Saradha chit fund 
scam. It had also made it clear that he will not be arrested. 
The CBI had alleged that Kumar, who was leading the SIT 
probe into Saradha chit fund scam had tampered with the 
electronic evidence and handed over documents to the 
agency, some of which were "doctored". The apex court 
ordered Kumar to appear before the CBI at Shillong "to 
avoid all unnecessary controversy". 

The Saradha Group Scandal
The Saradha Group scandal was a big scam which was 
possible due to political involvement. The scandal was 
caused by the collapse of a Ponzi scheme run by the Saradha 
Group. The Saradha Group was a nexus of over 200 shell 
companies. It was believed to be running collective 
investment schemes popularly but incorrectly referred to 
as chit funds in Eastern India. The group had collected 
above `200 billion from over 1.6 million depositors before 
it collapsed in April 2013. The State Government of West 
Bengal where the Saradha Group and most of its investors 
were based instituted an inquiry commission to investigate 
the scam. The State government also set up a fund of 

State-owned power giant NTPC has signed a term loan agreement for Rs 5,000 crore with State Bank 
of India.

The Saradha Group 
Scandal

`5 billion to ensure that low-income investors were not 
compensated.
In 2014, the Supreme Court of India transferred all 
investigations into the Saradha scam and other Ponzi 
schemes to the Central Bureau of Investigation. The 
Saradha scam is often compared with the Sanchayita 
investment scam. The Sanchayita investment scam was a 
multi crore rupees scam that occurred in West Bengal in the 
1970s. It led to the formation of the Prize Chits and Money 
Circulation Schemes (Banning) Act of 1978. The relatively 
prosperous rural economy of West Bengal had previously 
relied on small savings schemes run by the Indian Postal 
Service. However, low rates of interest in the 1980s and 
1990s encouraged the rise of several similar Ponzi schemes 
and ventures. These scams has looted close to `10 billion 
of investors wealth. Despite a history of Ponzi schemes, the 
fall in interest rates, continuous investment of household 
savings, lack of financial literacy and investor awareness, 
political support, lack of adequate legal deterrence, and 
regulatory arbitrage have always encouraged the growth of 
similar companies. These companies always raised funds 
through legitimate channels such as collective investment 
schemes, non-convertible debentures and preference 
shares. Illegitimately they would raise funds through hoax 
financial instruments such as teak bonds, potato bonds or 
other fictitious ventures in agro-export, construction and 
manufacturing.
West Bengal is often given the title of "Ponzi capital of 
India" as most of multi-level marketing and finance schemes 
against which complaints have been received are based 
here. It is estimated that these Ponzi funds have amassed 
around `10 trillion (US$140 billion) from depositors.

Financial Operations
The chairman and managing director of the Saradha 
Group was Sudipto Sen. He became associated with land 
development projects in South Kolkata West Bengal. The 
land bank he formed in around the year 2000 became the 
idol for enticing early customers into his scheme.
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US aircraft manufacturer Boeing has named Salil Gupte as its India head, effective March 18. Gupte 

succeeds Prat Kumar, who was appointed vice president and program manager of Boeing's F-15 
fighter aircraft program in November last year.

The Saradha Group of companies collected billions per 
year and 95% of the fund was collected in the last three 
years of the scam. The companies that were comprised by 
Saradha Group were incorporated in 2006. The name is 
related to Sarada Devi, the wife and spiritual counterpart 
of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. Saradha Group promised 
huge returns in investments. The funds were sold on 
commission by agents recruited from local the rural 
communities. Between 25 and 40% of the deposit was 
returned to these agents as commissions and lucrative 
gifts to quickly build up a wide agent pyramid. The group 
used a nexus of companies to launder money and evade 
regulators.
At beginning, the frontline companies collected money 
from the public by issuing secured debentures and 
redeemable preferential bonds. Under Indian Securities 
regulations and section 67 of the Indian Companies Act 
(1956), a company cannot raise capital from more than 50 
people without issuing a proper prospectus and balance 
sheet. For such companies, their accounts must be audited 
and it must also have explicit permission to operate from 
the market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI). SEBI first confronted Saradha Group in 
2009. The Group adjusted by opening up to 200 new 
companies to create more cross-holdings. As a result it 
created an extremely complex tiered corporate structure to 
confound SEBI by hampering their ability to consolidate 
blame. SEBI persisted in its investigation through 2010. 
Saradha Group reacted by changing its methods of raising 
capital. In vulnerable states like West Bengal, Jharkhand, 
Assam and Chhattisgarh, it began operating variations of 
collective investment schemes (CIS) involving tourism 
packages, forward travel and hotel booking timeshare 
credit transfer, real estate, infrastructure finance, and 
motorcycle manufacturing. Investors were rarely or 
not informed about the true nature and aspects of their 
investments. Instead of the true nature many were 
informed they would get high returns after a fixed period. 
With many investors, the investment was fraudulently 
sold in the form of a chit fund. Under the Chit Fund Act 
(1982), chit funds are regulated by state governments and 
not by SEBI.
However, SEBI had warned the state government 
about Saradha Group's chit fund activities in 2011, and 
prompting Saradha Group to change their methods. This 
time, they acquired and sold large numbers of shares of 
several listed companies then engulfed the money through 
accounts that have not been identified. Meanwhile, 
Saradha Group started laundering a large portion of 
its funds to Dubai, South Africa, Singapore and other 
countries. In 2012, the group's activities was classified as 

collective investment schemes rather than chit funds by 
SEBI, and demanded that it immediately stop operating 
until it received permission to operate from SEBI. But 
the Group continued to operate until its collapse in April 
2013.

Building brand and non-financial 
businesses
Saradha Group use to invest heavily in brand building 
activities. The Saradha group invested in high visibility 
sectors, such as the Bengali film industry. It had 
recruited actress Satabdi Roy as its brand ambassador. 
Bollywood actor Mithun Chakraborty was also brought 
in as the brand ambassador of Saradha Group's media 
platform.
Saradha Group also enlisted Kunal Ghosh, as the CEO of 
the media group. It had employed over 1,500 journalists 
and owned eight newspapers printed in five languages, by 
2013. In 2011, Saradha Group bought Global Automobiles 
with 150 workers on its payroll who "pretended to work” 
whenever prospective depositors of Saradha Realty 
visited. It also bought similar shell companies like West 
Bengal Awadhoot Agro Private Ltd, located in North 
24-Parganas, and Landmark Cement in Bankura for 
display.
As part of its corporate social responsibility program, 
Saradha Group donated motorcycles, ambulances, invested 
in football and sponsored various Durga Puja celebrations 
organised by local political leaders.

Political patronage
Several political leaders use to receive financial support 
and contributions from Saradha Group. Two politician 
were directly involved with the group's media operations. 
A Minister headed the employees' union of the group 
and publicly encouraged people to invest their savings 
with it. The group bought the loss-making company 
Landmark Cement, which was co-owned by a minister. 
Politicians outside the state also benefited from Saradha 
Group. 

Collapse
The earliest public warnings about the reckless and 
fraudulent CIS in West Bengal started in 2009 from few 
political leader. Apart from the SEBI investigation, no other 
executive actions were taken at this time. On 7 December 
2012, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Duvvuri 
Subbarao said the West Bengal government should initiate 
suo motu action against companies that were indulging in 
financial malpractice. 
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Grand Mufti of Jammu and Kashmir Bashiruddin Ahmad died. He was 82. Ahmad was the Grand 

Mufti of Jammu and Kashmir for over three decades.

In January 2013, the group's cash inflow was less than its 
cash payouts. This situation cannot be avoided in a Ponzi 
scheme if is allowed to run full course. Sudipto Sen tried 
but failed to calm uneasy depositors and agents, and could 
not increase inflow of funds.
On 6 April 2013, Sen wrote an 18-page confessional letter 
to the CBI, in which he admitted that he had paid large 
sums of money to several politicians, and fled after posting 
this letter on 10 April. On 18 April the authorities issued an 
arrest warrant against Sudipto Sen and by 20 April, news 
of the largest Ponzi scheme in India became the headline in 
West Bengal and India. 
On 23 April 2013 after evading the authorities for a 
several days Sudipto Sen, Debjani Mukherjee and Arvind 
Singh Chauhan were arrested from Sonmarg in Jammu & 
Kashmir. 

Aftermath and Reactions

West Bengal
The West Bengal government announced the Justice 
Shyamal Sen Commission of Enquiry (Saradha Group of 
Companies and other similar companies) on 22 April 2013. 
A Special Investigation Team with officers drawn from 
the state's CID and Kolkata Police was formed. The West 
Bengal Protection of Interest of Depositors in Financial 
Establishments Bill (2013), was passed on 30 April 2013.

Assam
On 4 April 2013, Assam Protection of Interests of 
Depositors (in Financial Establishments) (Amendment) 
Bill (2013) was passed. The bill was meant to enhance the 
protections available to depositors and to curb fraudulent 
financial schemes. The Assam Government registered 222 
cases against Saradha Group and 127 other companies. The 
investigation was handed over to the CBI by the state on 6 
May 2013.

Odisha
The Economic Offence Wing of Odisha Police registered 
several criminal cases against Sudipto Sen and Saradha 
Group. Odisha police had seized all documents and sealed 
the group's local offices. Till the transfer of the case to the 
CBI in May 2014, the EOW had registered up to 207 cases 
relating to 43 of the group's 44 companies and had arrested 
440 people. 

Tripura
The Government of Tripura handed over all the cases 
involving deposit collecting companies in the state to the 
CBI and the Income Tax Department on 9 May 2013.

Central government reaction
On 25 April 2013, the Income Tax department and Ministry 
of Corporate Affairs started a separate investigation into 
the Saradha affair and similar Ponzi funds. The same 
day, the Enforcement Directorate registered a money 
laundering case under the provisions of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act. The Government of India set up 
an inter-ministerial group with members of the corporate 
affairs ministry, SEBI, Reserve Bank of India and officers 
from the Income Tax Department for the inquiry on 7 May 
2013. 

Political reactions and protests
The revelation of the Ponzi scheme and the Sudipto Sen's 
letter, ignited a cross-party accusations. The CPM accused 
the TMC of being associated with the 'chit fund'. The 
TMC alleged that the Union Minister of Finance's wife 
Nalini Chidambaram had taken lawyers' fees from Saradha 
Group to incorporate its companies. The TMC also blamed 
CPM for allowing Ponzi funds to grow in West Bengal. 
According to media reports, around 210 people including 
agents, depositors and executives or directors of various 
companies have committed suicide as the Saradha Group's 
collapse.

Judicial reactions
The state governments of Orissa, Jharkhand and 
Tripura, which were respondent to the case, requested a 
CBI enquiry. The SC bench led by Justice T.S. Thakur 
and Justice C. Nagappan 9 May 2014, ordered CBI to 
investigate all Ponzi schemes, including Saradha, in 
Eastern India.

Convictions and sentences
In February 2014 Sudipta Sen was convicted and was 
sentenced by the trial court to three years in jail. He was 
charged under various provisions of employment law, as a 
director of Saradha Group for his failure to deposit with the 
provident fund authorities `0.03 million. This was the first 
conviction in a series of civil and criminal cases, relating 
to corporate fraud and non-payment of deposits, pending 
against him.

Recently….
Kolkata Police Commissioner Rajeev Kumar, who was at 
the centre of a controversy over the CBI questioning him 
in the Saradha chit fund scam case, was transferred to 
West Bengal CID as ADG, IGP. Anuj Sharma, ADG, IGP 
(Law and Order), is appointed as the new Commissioner of 
Police in Kolkata.
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Jammu and Kashmir was a princely state of the British 
Empire in India and ruled by a Jamwal Rajput Dogra 
Dynasty from 1846 until 1952. The state was created in 
1846 from the territories previously under Sikh Empire 
after the First Anglo-Sikh War. The East India Company 
annexed the Kashmir Valley, Jammu, Ladakh, and Gilgit-
Baltistan from the Sikhs, and then transferred it to Raja 
Gulab Singh of Jammu in return for an indemnity payment 
of 7,500,000 Nanakshahee Rupees.
At the time of the British withdrawal from India, Maharaja 
Hari Singh, the ruler of the state, preferred to become 
independent and remain neutral between the successor 
dominions of India and Pakistan. On 26 October 1947, the 
Maharaja signed the Instrument of Accession joining the 
Dominion of India in return for military aid.

Autonomy of Jammu and Kashmir: 
Structure and limitations
India's constitution is a federal structure. The subjects 
for legislation are divided into a 'Union List', a 'State 
List' and a 'Concurrent List'. The Union List of ninety-
six subjects, including defence, military and foreign 
affairs, major transport systems, commercial issues like 
banking, stock exchanges and taxes, are provided for 
the Union government to legislate exclusively. The State 
List of sixty-six items covering prisons, agriculture, 
most industries and certain taxes, are available for States 
to legislate on. The Concurrent List, on which both the 
Centre and States may legislate include criminal law, 
marriage, bankruptcy, trade unions, professions and 
price control. In case of conflict, the Union legislation 
takes precedence. The 'residual power', to make laws on 
matters not specified in the Constitution, rests with the 
Union. The Union may also specify certain industries, 
waterways, ports etc. to be 'national', in which case they 
become Union subjects.

In the case of Jammu and Kashmir, 'residual power' 
continues to rest with the State rather than the Union. 
Preamble and Article 3 of the Constitution of Jammu and 

Kashmir from heaven 
to...

Gordon Banks, England’s Football world cup winner goalkeeper, died. He was 81.

Kashmir states that the State of Jammu and Kashmir is and 
shall be an integral part of the Union of India. Article 5 
states that the executive and legislative power of the State 
extend to all matters except those with respect to which 
Parliament has power to make laws for the State under the 
provisions of the Constitution of India. The constitution 
was adopted on 17 November 1956 and came into force on 
26 January 1957.

Article 370 of the Constitution of 
India
The state of Jammu and Kashmir's original accession, like 
all other princely states, was on three matters: defence, 
foreign affairs and communications. In the case of Jammu 
and Kashmir, the representatives to the Constituent 
Assembly requested that only those provisions of the 
Indian Constitution that corresponded to the original 
Instrument of Accession should be applied to the State. 
Accordingly, the Article 370 was incorporated into 
the Indian Constitution, which stipulated that the other 
articles of the Constitution that gave powers to the Central 
Government would be applied to Jammu and Kashmir 
only with the concurrence of the State's constituent 
assembly. This was a "temporary provision" in that its 
applicability was intended to last till the formulation and 
adoption of the State's constitution. 

Article 35A
Article 35A of the Indian Constitution is an article that 
empowers the Jammu and Kashmir state's legislature 
to define “permanent residents” of the state and provide 
special rights and privileges to those permanent residents. 
It was added to the Constitution through a Presidential 
Order, i.e., The Constitution (Application to Jammu and 
Kashmir) Order, 1954 - issued by the President of India 
on 14 May 1954, exercising the powers conferred by the 
clause (1) of the Article 370 of the Indian Constitution, and 
with the concurrence of the Government of the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir.
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The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) said Prafulla P Chhajed has been elected as 

its president for 2019-20 year. Atul Kumar Gupta has been elected as vice-president for 2019-20, the 
ICAI said in a release.

After Independence
Rebel forces from the western districts of the State and 
the Pakistani Pakhtoon tribesmen made rapid advances 
into the Baramulla sector. In the Kashmir valley, National 
Conference volunteers worked with the Indian Army to 
drive out the 'raiders'. The resulting First Kashmir War 
lasted until the end of 1948.

The Pakistan army made available arms, ammunition and 
supplies to the rebel forces who were dubbed the 'Azad 
Army'. Pakistani army officers 'conveniently' on leave 
and the former officers of the Indian National Army were 
recruited to command the forces. In May 1948, the Pakistani 
army officially entered the conflict, in theory to defend the 
Pakistan borders, but it made plans to push towards Jammu 
and cut the lines of communications of the Indian forces in 
the Mendhar valley.

Operation Gibraltar
Following its failure to seize Kashmir in 1947, Pakistan 
supported numerous 'covert cells' in Kashmir using 
operatives based in its New Delhi embassy. In 1965, it 
decided that the conditions were ripe for a successful 
guerrilla war in Kashmir. Code named 'Operation 
Gibraltar', companies were dispatched into Indian-
administered Kashmir, the majority of whose members 
were razakars (volunteers) and mujahideen recruited from 
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir and trained by the Army. 
These irregular forces were supported by officers and men 
from the paramilitary Northern Light Infantry and Azad 
Kashmir Rifles as well as commandos from the Special 
Services Group. About 30,000 infiltrators are estimated 
to have been dispatched in August 1965 as part of the 
'Operation Gibraltar'.

The plan was for the infiltrators to mingle with the local 
populace and incite them to rebellion. Meanwhile, guerilla 
warfare would commence, destroying bridges, tunnels 
and highways, as well as Indian Army installations and 
airfields, creating conditions for an 'armed insurrection' 
in Kashmir. If the attempt failed, Pakistan hoped to 
have raised international attention to the Kashmir 
issue. Using the newly acquired sophisticated weapons 
through the American arms aid, Pakistan believed that 
it could achieve tactical victories in a quick limited 
war. However, the 'Operation Gibraltar' ended in failure 
as the Kashmiris did not revolt. Instead, they turned 
in infiltrators to the Indian authorities in substantial 
numbers, and the Indian Army ended up fighting the 
Pakistani Army regulars. 

Simla Agreement
Accordingly, the Simla Agreement was formulated and 
signed by the two countries, whereby the countries 
resolved to settle their differences by peaceful means 
through bilateral negotiations and to maintain the sanctity 
of the Line of Control. Multilateral negotiations were 
not ruled out, but they were conditional upon both sides 
agreeing to them. To India, this meant an end to the UN or 
other multilateral negotiations. The United States, United 
Kingdom and most Western governments agree with India's 
interpretation.

1999 Conflict in Kargil
In mid-1999, alleged insurgents and Pakistani soldiers 
from Pakistani Kashmir infiltrated Jammu and Kashmir. 
The insurgents occupied vacant mountain peaks in the 
Kargil range overlooking the highway in Indian Kashmir 
that connects Srinagar and Leh. By blocking the highway, 
they could cut off the only link between the Kashmir Valley 
and Ladakh. This resulted in a large-scale conflict between 
the Indian and Pakistani armies. The final stage involved 
major battles by Indian and Pakistani forces resulting in 
India recapturing most of the territories held by Pakistani 
forces.

2000s Al-Qaeda involvement
In a 'Letter to American People' written by Osama bin 
Laden in 2002, he stated that one of the reasons he was 
fighting America was because of its support for India 
on the Kashmir issue. An investigation by a Christian 
Science Monitor reporter in 2002 claimed to have 
unearthed evidence that Al-Qaeda and its affiliates 
were prospering in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir with 
tacit approval of Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence 
agency (ISI). 

Exodus of Kashmiri Hindus
The Hindus of the Kashmir Valley, a large majority of 
whom were Kashmiri Pandits, were forced to flee the 
Kashmir valley as a result of being targeted by JKLF and 
Islamist insurgents during late 1989 and early 1990. Of the 
approximately 600,000 to 1400,000 Hindus living in the 
Kashmir Valley in 1990 only 2,000–3,000 remain there 
in 2016. The Indian Government has tried to rehabilitate 
the Pandits ensured full protection to the Kashmiri 
Pandits.  Some consider Article 370 as a roadblock in the 
resettlement of Kashmiri Pandits as the Constitution of 
Jammu and Kashmir does not allow those living in India 
outside Jammu and Kashmir to freely settle in the state and 
become its citizens.
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Former Railway Board chairman Ashwani Lohani has been appointed as the chairman and managing 

director (CMD) of Air India for the second time.

The key highlights of the Interim Budget 2019-20 presented 
by the Union Minister for Finance, Corporate Affairs, 
Railways & Coal, Shri Piyush Goyal in Parliament today 
are as follows:

New Announcements

Farmers
 # 12 crore small 

and marginal 
farmers to be 
provided with 
assured yearly 
income of ̀ 6000 
per annum under 
PM-KISAN

 # Outlay of ̀ 75,000 crore for FY 2019-20 with additional 
`20,000 crore in RE 2018-19

 # Outlay for Rashtriya Gokul mission increased to Rs 
750 crore

Highlights of Interim 
Budget 2019-20

 # Rashtriya Kamdhenu 
Ayog  to be setup for 
sustainable genetic 
up-gradation of the 
Cow resources

 # New separate 
Department of 
Fisheries for welfare 
of 1.5 crore fishermen.

 # 2% interest subvention to Farmers for Animal 
husbandry and Fisheries activities; additional 3% in 
case of timely repayment.

 # Interest subvention of 2% during disaster will now be 
provided for the entire period of reschedulement of loan

Labour
 # Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan scheme to 

ensure fixed monthly pension to 10 crore unorganized 
sector workers
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 # Rs 3000 per month after 60 years of age with an 
affordable contribution of only Rs 100/55 per month

Health
 # 22nd AIIMS 

to be setup in 
Haryana

MGNREGA
 # `60, 000 crore 

allocation for MGNREGA in BE 2019-20

Direct Tax proposals
 # Income upto `5 lakh exempted from Income Tax
 # More than `23,000 crore tax relief to 3 crore middle 

class taxpayers
 # Standard Deduction to be raised to `50,000 from 

`40,000
 # TDS threshold to be raised from `10,000 to `40,000 

on interest earned on bank/post office deposits
 # Existing rates of income tax to continue
 # Tax exempted on notional rent on a second self-

occupied house
 # Housing and real estate sector to get boost-
 # TDS threshold for deduction of tax on rent to be 

increased from `1,80,000 to `2,40,000
 # Benefit of rollover of capital gains increased from 

investment in one residential house to two residential 
houses for capital gains up to `2 crore.

 # Tax benefits for affordable housing extended till 31st 
March, 2020 under Section 80-IBA of Income Tax 
Act

 # Tax exemption period on notional rent, on unsold 
inventories, extended from one year to two years

Fiscal Programme
 # Fiscal deficit pegged at 3.4% of GDP for 2019-20

 # Target of 3% of fiscal deficit to be achieved by 2020-
21.

 # Fiscal deficit brought down to 3.4% in 2018-19 RE 
from almost 6% seven years ago

 # Total expenditure increased by over 13% to ̀ 27,84,200 
crore in 2019-20 BE

 # Capital Expenditure for 2019-20 BE estimated at 
`3,36,292 crore

 # Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) allocation 
increased to `3,27,679 crore in BE 2019-20

 # National Education Mission allocation increased by 
about 20% to `38,572 crore in BE 2019-20

 # Allocation for Integrated Child Development Scheme 
(ICDS) increased by over 18% to `27,584 crore in BE 
2019-20

 # Substantial increase in allocation for the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes -

 # Allocation for SCs increased by 35.6% - from `56,619 
crore in BE 2018-19 to `76,801 crore in BE for 2019-
20
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 # Allocation for the STs increased by 28% - from 39,135 
crore in BE 2018-19 to `50,086 crore in 2019-20 BE

 # Government confident of achieving the disinvestment 
target of 80,000 crore

 # Focus now on debt consolidation along with fiscal 
deficit consolidation programme

Poor and Backward Classes
“First right on the resources of country is that of the poor”: 
FM

 # 25% additional seats in educational institutions to 
meet the 10% reservation for the poor

 # Targeted expenditure to bridge urban-rural divide & to 
improve quality of life in villages

 # All willing households to be provided electricity 
connections by March 2019

North East
 # Allocation to be increased by 21% to `58,166 crore in 

2019-20 BE over 2018-19 BE
 # Arunachal Pradesh came on the air map recently
 # Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram came on India’s rail 

map for the first time
 # Container cargo movement through improved 

navigation capacity of the Brahmaputra

Vulnerable sections
 # A new committee under NITI Ayog to identify all the 

remaining De-notified nomadic and semi-Nomadic 
tribes.

 # New Welfare development Board under Ministry of 
social justice and empowerment for development and 
welfare of De-notified nomadic and semi nomadic 
tribes

Defence
 # Defence budget to cross Rs 3,00,000 crore for the first 

time ever
 # Railways
 # Capital support of `64,587 crore proposed in 2019-20 

(BE) from the budget
 # Overall capital expenditure programme to be of 

`1,58,658 crore
 # Operating Ratio expected to improve from 98.4% 

in 2017-18 to 96.2% in 2018-19 (RE) and to 95% in 
2019- 20 (BE)

Entertainment Industry
 # Indian filmmakers  to get access to Single window 

clearance as well for ease of shooting films
 # Regulatory provisions to rely more on self-

declaration
 # To introduce anti-camcording provisions in the 

Cinematograph Act to control piracy

MSME and Traders
 # 2% interest subvention on an incremental loan of  Rs 1 

crore for GST registered SMEs
 # Atleast 3% of the 25% sourcing for the Government 

undertakings will be from women owned SMEs
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The Bihar Khadi and Village Industries Board signed a MoU with Amazon India to enable rural 

khadi weavers to sell their products through the e-commerce portal.

 # Renewed Focus on Internal trade ; DIPP renamed to 
Department for Promotion of Industries and Internal 
trade

Digital Villages
 # The Government to make 1 lakh villages into Digital 

Villages over next five years

Other Announcement(s)
 # New National Artificial Intelligence portal to support 

National Program on Artificial Intelligence

Achievements during 2014-19

State of the Economy
 # India universally recognized as a bright spot of the 

global economy during last five years
 # “Country witnessed its best phase of macro-economic 

stability during 2014-19”, says FM
 # India is now the 6th largest economy in the world from 

being the 11thlargest in 2013-14
 # Annual average GDP growth during 2014-19 higher 

than any government since 1991
 # Government has broken inflation’s back from 

backbreaking inflation during 2009-14: FM
 # Average inflation down to 4.6%, lower than during any 

other Government
 # Inflation in December 2018 down to 2.19% only
 # Fiscal deficit down to 3.4% in 2018-19 RE from the 

high of almost 6% seven years ago

 # CAD likely to be only 2.5% of GDP this year against a 
high of 5.6% six years ago

 # India attracted massive amount of FDI, worth $239 
billion, during the last 5 years

 # “India is solidly back on track and marching towards 
growth and prosperity”, says FM

 # India becomes the fastest growing major economy in 
the world

 # Double-digit inflation contained and fiscal balance 
restored

 # Liberalization of FDI policy, allowing most FDI to 
come through the automatic route

Farmers
 # Assured MSP of minimum 50% to all 22 crops
 # Interest subvention doubled in last 5 years
 # Soil Health card, Neem coated Urea game changer in 

farm sector

Labor
 # Employment opportunities expanded; EPFO 

membership increased by 2 crore
 # Minimum income for every category of workers 

increased by 42% in last 5 years

Poor and Backward Classes
 # 10% reservation for the poor  in educational institutions 

and government jobs
 # Free electricity connection to every household under 
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Saubhagya Yojana
 # World’s largest healthcare programme, Ayushman 

Bharat, for nearly 50 crore people
 # Aspirational Districts Programme for development in 

115 most backward districts
 # `1,70,000 crore spent during 2018-19 for cheaper food 

grains to poor and middle class
 # 143 crore LED bulbs provided in mission mode with 

the cooperation of private sector
 # Poor & middle class are saving `50, 000 crore p.a. in 

electricity bills due to LED bulbs
 # 10 lakh patients benefited from free treatment under 

Ayushman Bharat
 # Jan Aushadhi Kendras providing medicines at 

affordable prices to poor and middle class
 # 14 out of 21 AIIIMS operating presently have been 

announced since 2014
 # Government tripled rural roads’ construction under the 

PMGSY
 # 15.80 lakh habitations out of 17.84 lakh connected 

with pucca roads
 # `19,000 crore for PMGSY in BE 2019-20 against 

`15,500 crore in RE 2018-19
 # 1.53 crore houses built under PM Awas Yojana during 

the 2014-18

Women development to women 
led development

 # 6 crore free LPG 
gas connections 
provided under 
Ujjwala Yojna 
; All 8 crore by 
next year

 # 70% of MUDRA 
Loan availed by 
Women

 # Maternity leave 
extended to 26 
weeks

 # Financial support 
for pregnant 
women under 
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana

Youth
 # Over one crore youth trained under Pradhan Mantri 

Kaushal Vikash Yojana
 # Self-employment boost through MUDRA, STAND-

UP and START-UP India

MSME and Traders
 # Up-to Rs 1 crore loans can be availed in less than an 

hour
 # 25%-28% is the average savings due to GeM 

(Government e-Market place)

Income Tax
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The Reserve Bank of India imposed a penalty of Rs 2 crore on Corporation Bank and Rs 1 crore each State 

Bank of India (SBI), Bank of Baroda and Union Bank of India for violation of various banking norms.

 # Tax collections nearly doubled in five years- from 
`6.38 Lakh crore in 2013-14 to almost `12 lakh crore 
this year

 # 80% growth in tax base- from 3.79 crore to 6.85 crore 
in five years

 # Tax administration streamlined- Last year, 99.54% of 
the income-tax returns accepted as were filed

 # Technology intensive project approved to improve 
assessee friendliness –In two years, returns to 
be processed in 24 hours and refunds issued 
simultaneously

Earlier benefits given to middle 
class-

 # Basic exemption limit increased from `2 lakh to `2.5 
lakh

 # Tax rate reduced from 10% to 5% for the tax slab of 
`2.5 lakh to `5 lakh

 # Standard deduction of `40,000 introduced for the 
salaried class

 # Deduction of savings under section 80C increased 
from `1 lakh to `1.5 lakh

 # Deduction of interest for self-occupied house property 
raised from `1.5 lakh to `2 lakh

 # Special benefits and incentives already given to small 
businesses and startups-

 # Overall compliance processes simplified.
 # Threshold for presumptive taxation of business raised 

from `1 crore to `2 crore
 # Benefit of presumptive taxation extended for the first 

time to small professionals fixing threshold limit at 
`50 lakh

 # Presumptive profit rate reduced from 8% to 6% to 
promote a less cash economy

 # Tax rate for about 99% companies reduced to 25%

GST
 # GST made India a common market
 # GST led to increased tax base, higher collections and 

ease of trade
 # Inter-state movements now faster, more efficient, and 

hassle free
 # Responsive and sensitive reduction of tax rates - Most 

items of daily use now in the 0% or 5% tax slab
 # Relieving the businesses and service providers-

 # Exemptions from GST for small businesses doubled 
from `20 lakh to `40 lakh

 # Small businesses having turnover up to `1.5 crore pay 
only 1% flat rate and file one annual return only

 # Small service providers with turnover upto `50 lakhs 
can opt for composition scheme and pay GST at 6% 
instead of 18%

 # Soon, businesses comprising over 90% of GST payers 
to be allowed to file quarterly return

 # Encouraging GST revenue trends - The average 
monthly tax collection in the current year is `97,100 
crore per month as compared to `89,700 crore per 
month in the first year

Infrastructure

Civil Aviation – UDAN Scheme
 # Number of 

Operational Airports 
crossed 100

 # Latest: Pakyong 
airport in Sikkim

 # Domestic Passenger 
traffic doubled in 
last 5 years

Roads
 # India is the fastest 

highway developer 
in the world

 # 27 kms of 
highways built 
each day

 # Stuck projects 
completed - Eastern Peripheral Highway around Delhi

 # Bogibeel rail-cum-road bridge in Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh

Waterways
 # Flagship programme of Sagarmala along the coastal 

areas
 # For first time, container freight movement started on 

Kolkata to Varanasi inland waterways

Railways
 # ‘Safest year’ for railways in its history
 # All Unmanned Level Crossings on broad gauge 

network eliminated.
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licensing of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathy drugs and related matters at New Delhi.

 # Semi high-speed "Vande Bharat Express" introduced - 
first indigenously developed and manufactured

Climate Change

International Solar Alliance
 # To promote renewable energy
 # First treaty based international inter-governmental 

organisation headquartered in India
 # Installed solar generation capacity grown over ten 

times in last five years
 # Now creating lakhs of new age jobs

Digital India Revolution
 # More than 3 lakh Common Service Centres (CSCs) 

exist to deliver services to the citizens

 # India now leading the world in the consumption of 
mobile data

 # Monthly consumption 
of mobile data 
increased by over 50 
times in the last five 
years

 # Under Make in India, 
mobile and parts 
manufacturing companies increased from 2 to more 
than 268 providing huge job opportunities

 # Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) and Direct Benefit 
Transfer

 # In the last five years, nearly 34 crore Jan Dhan bank 
accounts opened

 # Aadhaar now near universally implemented

 # Ensure the poor and middle class receive the benefits 
of Government schemes directly in their bank accounts 
by eliminating middlemen

Customs and trading across 
borders

 # Customs duties on 36 capital goods abolished
 # Digitization of import and export transactions
 # RFID technology to improve logistics

Steps against corruption
 # Government walked the talk on corruption and ushered 

in a new era of transparency: FM

 # RERA and Benami Transaction (Prohibition) Act have 
brought transparency in real estate

 # The Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018 to help 
confiscate economic offenders

 # Government conducted transparent auction of natural 
resources such as coal & spectrum

Drive against Black money
 # Undisclosed income of about Rs 1,30,000 crore brought 

under tax through initiatives like Black money Law,  
Fugitive Criminal offenders Act, Demonetisation etc.

 # Benami assets worth Rs 6,900 crore have been attached
 # 18% growth in Direct tax

Banking Reforms and Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)

 # The IBC has institutionalized a resolution-friendly 
mechanism

 # Government has stopped the culture of “phone 
banking”: FM

 # Government adopted 4Rs approach of recognition, 
resolution, re-capitalization & reforms

 # Government has implemented measures to ensure 
‘Clean Banking’

 # Government has already recovered `3 lakh crore in 
favor of banks and creditors

 # Government has invested `2.6 lakh crore for 
recapitalization of public sector banks

Cleanliness
 # Government launched Swachh Bharat Mission as a 

tribute to 150 years of Gandhi Ji
 # FM thanks 130 crore Indians for translating Swachh 

Bharat into a national revolution
 # India has achieved 98% rural sanitation coverage
 # 5.45 lakh villages have been declared "Open 

Defecation Free”

Defence
 # OROP under implementation in full spirit with Rs 

35,000 crore already disbursed
 # Military pay service hiked

Other achievements
 # Government put a stop to questionable practices of 

hiding high NPAs
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Edelweiss Group has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Bank of Singapore 
to form a strategic partnership to provide clients of both entities the opportunity to access their 

respective product platforms.

 # Swachh Bharat Mission as the world’s largest 
behavioral change movement

 # Key message in the Interim Budget 2019-20
 # Moving towards realizing a ‘New India’ by 2022 -
 # Clean and healthy India with universal access to 

toilets, water and electricity to all
 # An India where Farmers’ income would have doubled
 # Ample opportunities to youth and women to fulfil their 

dreams
 # An India free from terrorism, communalism, casteism, 

corruption and nepotism

Vision for the next Decade
 # Foundation for India’s growth and development laid in 

the past 5 years
 # Poised to become a Five Trillion Dollar Economy in 

the next five years
 # Aspire to become a Ten Trillion Dollar Economy in the 

next 8 years thereafter
 # Ten dimensions of Vision for India of 2030
 # India would be a modern, technology driven, high 

growth, equitable and transparent society
 # To build physical as well as social infrastructure and to 

provide ease of living

 # To create a Digital India, digitize government processes 
with leaders from youth

 # Making India pollution free by leading transport 
revolution with Electric Vehicles and focus on 
Renewables

 # Expanding rural industrialisation using modern digital 
technologies to generate massive employment

 # Clean Rivers, safe drinking water to all Indians and 
efficient use of water through micro-irrigation

 # Besides scaling up of Sagarmala, Coastline and Ocean 
waters powering India’s development and growth

 # Aim at our space programme – Gaganyaan, India 
becoming the launch-pad of satellites for the World 
and placing an Indian astronaut into space by 2022

 # Making India self-sufficient in food, exporting to the 
world to meet their food needs and producing food in 
the most organic way

 # A healthy India via Ayushman Bharat with women 
having equal rights and concern for their safety and 
empowerment

 # Transforming India into a Minimum Government 
Maximum Governance nation with pro-active and 
responsible bureaucracy
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Q.1. Who was presented first budget of independent 

india?
 (1) R.K. Shanmukham Chetty
 (2) J.L. Nehru
 (3) Morar ji Desai
 (4) C.D. Deshmukh 
 (5) T.T. Krishnamachari 
Q.2. Identify capital expenditure from the following 

option?
 (1) Subsidy
 (2) Interest payment on loan
 (3) Defence
 (4) Expenditure on infrastructure development
 (5) Salary of government employee
Q.3. Full form of AFS in respect of budget 
 (1) Annual Financial Statement  
 (2) Actual Financial Statement
 (3) Analysis of Financial Statement 
 (4) American Field Service
 (5) All of the above 
Q.4. Which of the following Prime Minister presented 

budget as a Fiannce Minister?
 (1) J.L. Nehru  (2) Indira Gandhi
 (3) Rajeev Gandhi (4) All of the above
 (5) None of these 
Q.5. Who was the first Finance Minister of India?
 (1) Jagjeevan Ram
 (2) Shyama Prasad Mukharjee
 (3) Morar ji Desai
 (4) Indira Gandhi
 (5) None of these 
Q.6. Which type of expenditure removed from the 

budget 2017-18?
 (A) Plan expenditure
 (B) Non plan expenditure
 (C) Revenue expenditure
 (D) Capital expenditure 
 (E) None of these
 (1) A and B   (2) A, B and C  

(3) B and C

 (4) A, C and D  (5) None of these 
Q.7. Which of the following has worked as a finance 

minister of india?
 (1) R. K. Shanmukham Chetty
 (2) John Mathai 
 (3) Morarji Desai
 (4) Rajeev Gandhi
 (5) All of the above 
Q.8. Which Expenditure is the Capital Expenditure?
 (1)  Capital Expenditure refers to those 

expenditures which result in creation of asset
 (2) Capital Expenditure refers to those 

expenditures which result in creation of liabilities
 (3) Capital Expenditure refers to those 

expenditures which result both in creation of asset 
& liabilities

 (4)  Capital Expenditure refers to those 
expenditures which result in creation of asset or 
reduction in liability.

 (5)  None of These 
Q.9. Revenue Expenditure is.......
 (1)  Revenue Expenditures do not create assets and 

do not reduce liability
 (2)  Revenue Expenditures create assets and reduce 

liability
 (3)  Revenue Expenditures do not create assets
 (4)  Revenue Expenditures do not reduce liability
 (5)  None of these 
Q.10. Capital Receipts is the ..........
 (1) Capital Receipts are those receipts which 

create a liability or cause reduction in government 
assets.

 (2)  Capital Receipts are those receipts which 
create a assets or cause reduction in government 
liabilities.

 (3) Capital Receipts are those receipts which 
create a liability.

 (4)  Capital Receipts are those reduction in 
government assets.

 (5)  None of these 
Q.11. Revenue Receipts is............
 (1)  Revenue Receipts are those receipts (revenues) 

The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a penalty of Rs 1.5 crore on Oriental Bank of Commerce 
(OBC) and Rs 1 crore each on Punjab National Bank (PNB) and Bank of India for violation of 

various banking norms.
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of government which do not create a liability or 
cause reduction in government assets.

 (2) Revenue Receipts are those receipts (revenues) 
of government which do create a liability or cause 
reduction in government assets.

 (3) Revenue Receipts are those receipts (revenues) 
of government which do not create a liability or 
cause increase in government assets.

 (4) Revenue Receipts are those receipts (revenues) 
of government which do create a liability or cause 
Increase in government assets.

 (5) None of these 
Q.12. Consolidated fund describe in which the following 

article? 
 (1)  Article 266 (1)  (2)  Article 267 (1)  
 (3)  Article 268 (1) (4)  Article 269 (1) 
 (5) None of these 
Q.13. Contingency Fund of India is established under 
 (1)  Article 267(1) (2)  Article 268(1) 
 (3)  Article 269(1)  (4)  Article 270(1)
 (5)  Article 271
Q.14. Financial emergency describe in the article
 (1) Article 364   (2) Article 361
 (3) Article 362   (4) Article 363
 (5) Article 360
Q.15. Who decided a financial bill is money bill or not?
 (1) Leader of Opposition
 (2) Vice President 
 (3) Speaker Lok Sabha
 (4) Prime Minister 
 (5) President
Q.16. Full form of FRBM
 (1) Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management
 (2) Fiscal Representative and Budget Management
 (3) Foreign Responsibility and Budget 

Management
 (4) Fiscal Responsibility and Burn Management
 (5) None of these  
Q.17. Deficit Budget means--
 (1) When receipts more than expenditure
 (2) When receipts and expenditures are equal

 (3) When receipts less than expenditure
 (4) Either I or IIIII
 (5) None of these 
Q.18. Revenue Deficit are....
 (1)  Revenue Deficit = Revenue Expenditures – 

Revenue Receipts
 (2)  Revenue Deficit = Revenue Expenditures + 

Revenue Receipts+
 (3)  Revenue Deficit = Revenue Expenditures – 

Revenue Expenditures 
 (4)  Revenue Deficit = Revenue Expenditures = 

capital Receipts
 (5)  Revenue Deficit = capital Expenditures – 

Revenue Receipts
Q.19. Primary Deficit are equal to.
 (1) Primary Deficit = Fiscal Deficit – Tax payment
 (2) Primary Deficit = Fiscal Deficit + tax payment+
 (3) Primary Deficit = Fiscal Deficit – revenue 

deficit
 (4) Primary Deficit = Fiscal Deficit – Interest 

Payments
 (5) Primary Deficit = interest payment – fiscal 

deficit
Q.20. Identify direct taxes from given below option
 (1) Income Tax
 (2) Corporate Tax 
 (3) Capital Gain Tax
 (4) Commodity Transaction Tax
 (5) All of the above 
Q.21. Identify the indirect tax from the given below 

option
 (1) Custom Duty  (2) Excise Duty
 (3) VAT  (4) GST
 (5) All of the above 
Q.22. What are the Goods and Services Tax Rates under 

GST bill?
 (1) 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%
 (2)  5%, 12%, 15% and 28%  
 (3) 1%, 5%, 12%, 20% and 28%
 (4) 5%, 13%, 18% and 28%  
 (5) 6%, 12%, 18% and 28%

Myanmar has won the Hero Gold Cup women's international football tournament title by defeating 
Nepal at Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar.
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Q.23. The adoption of GST follows which amendment 

of the Indian constitution?
 (1)120th Amendment (2)142nd Amendment
 (3)122nd Amendment (5)123rd Amendment
 (5)128th Amendment
Q.24. In India GST has became effective from?
 (1) 1st April 20171  2017
 (2) 1st March 20171  2017 
 (3) 1st August 20171  2017
 (4)1stApril 20161  2016 
 (5)1st July 20171  2017
Q.25.  Indian GST model has _________rate structure.
 (1) 4 (2) 5  (3) 6
 (4) 1 (5) 2
Q.26. In india allocation of  the taxation  between central 

and state on the recommendation of-
 (1) Ministry of Finance     
 (2) Government of India
 (3) Comptroller and Auditor General Of India
 (4) Finance Commission   
 (5) Election Commission
Q.27. Which of the following is the tax free investment?
 (1) Kisan Vikas Pattra  
 (2) National Saving Certificate   
 (3) Staff Walwfare  
 (4) General Fixed Deposite
 (5) None of These 
Q.28. Which of the following country accept GST first in 

the world ?
 (1) France (2) UK (3) Russia
 (4) Germany  (5) Canada
Q.29.  Piyush Goyal has presented 2019-20 Interim 

Budget. He is Rajya Sabha MP from which state?
 (1) Maharashtra  (2) Madhya Pradesh
 (3) Gujarat  (4) Haryana
 (5) Bihar
Q.30. What is the total outlay for the Pradhan Mantri 

Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) Yojana as per 
Interim Budget 2019-20?

 (1) 15,000 Crore

 (2) 65,000 Crore
 (3) 75,000 Crore
 (4) 95,000 Crore
 (5) 55,000 Crore
Q.31. What is the Financial support under the Pradhan 

Mantri KIsan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) 
Scheme?

 (1) 6000 (2) 4000 (3) 8000
 (4) 5000 (5) 10000
Q.32. “Pradhan Mantri KIsan SAmman Nidhi (PM-

KISAN)” Scheme is available for those farmer 
families, having cultivable land UPTO _____ 
hectares.

 (1) 2  (2) 3  (3) 4
 (4) 5  (5) 10
Q.33. What is the financial outlay for “Pradhan Mantri 

KIsan SAmman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)” Scheme 
for the Financial Year 2018-19” as per Revised 
Estimates?

 (1) 10,000 Crore  (2) 20,000 Crore
 (3) 25,000 Crore  (4) 40,000 Crore
 (5) 30,000 Crore
Q.34. “Pradhan Mantri KIsan SAmman Nidhi (PM-

KISAN)” Scheme would be made effective from 
_______.

 (1) 1st December 2018 (2) 1st January 2019
 (3) 1st March 2019 (4) 31st March 2019
 (5) 31st December 2018
Q.35. What is the Financial Outlay for 'Pradhan Mantri 

Shram-Yogi Maandhan' Yojana?
 (1) 500 Crore  (2) 750 Crore
 (3) 550 Crore  (4) 1000 Crore
 (5) 2000 Crore
Q.36. What is amount of Monthly Pension ‘Under 

'Pradhan Mantri Shram-Yogi Maandhan' Yojana?
 (1) 4000 (2) 3000 (3) 5000
 (4) 1000 (5) 2000
Q.37. 'Pradhan Mantri Shram-Yogi Maandhan' Yojna is 

for the unorganised sector workers whose monthly 
income UPTO Rs.________.

 (1) 35,000 (2) 25,000 (3) 15,000
 (4) 5,000 (5) 10,000

An Indian-origin global negotiator Faizel Ismail has been appointed as the director of South Africa's 
'Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance'.
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Q.38. Under which section of Income Tax Act, Taxpayers 

can claim rebate if its annual taxable income is 
UPTO Rs. 5,00,000?

 (1) 87A (2) 80A (3) 70A
 (4) 77A (5) 88B
Q.39. Tax Deduction at Source (TDS) threshold on 

interest earned on bank/post office deposits has 
been proposed to be raised from Rs. 10,000 to 
Rs._______.

 (1) 35,000 (2) 50,000 (3) 15,000
 (4) 40,000 (5) 25,000
Q.40. TDS threshold for deduction of tax on rent has 

been proposed to be increased from Rs.1,80,000 to 
Rs._________.

 (1) 2,10,000 (2) 2,20,000 (3) 2,00,000
 (4) 2,30,000 (5) 2,40,000
Q.41. Budget proposed increasing the standard deduction 

limit from the `40,000 to `__________.
 (1) 50,000 (2) 41,000 (3) 45,000
 (4) 55,000 (5) 60,000
Q.42. It has been proposed to exempt the levy of income 

tax on Notional Rent on a _________Self-occupied 
house.

 (1) Third (2) Second (3) Fourth
 (4) Fifth (5) None of these
Q.43. In which state, 22nd AIIMS will be setup?
 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Madhya Pradesh
 (3) Rajasthan  (4) Haryana
 (5) Chhattisgarh
Q.44. How much amount has been allocated for 

MGNREGA under Interim Budget 2019-20?
 (1) 50,000 Crore  (2) 65,000 Crore
 (3) 80,000 Crore  (4) 60,000 Crore
 (5) 70,000 Crore
Q.45. What is the Fiscal deficit target for 2019-20?
 (1) 3.4% (2) 3.3% (3) 3.1%
 (4) 3.0% (5) 3.5%
Q.46. What is the Fiscal deficit target for 2020-21?
 (1) 3.4% (2) 3.3% (3) 3.1%
 (4) 3.0% (5) 3.5%
Q.47. Fiscal deficit brought down to ______in 2018-19.

 (1) 3.4% (2) 3.3% (3) 3.1%
 (4) 3.0% (5) 3.5%
Q.48. How much amount has been allocated for 

scheduled caste under Interim Budget 2019-20?
 (1) 56,619 Crore  (2) 76,801 Crore
 (3) 50,619 Crore  (4) 70,619 Crore
 (5) 70,801 Crore
Q.49. How much amount has been allocated for 

Scheduled Tribe under Interim Budget 2019-20?
 (1) 50,086 Crore  (2) 39,135 Crore
 (3) 49,135 Crore  (4) 55,086 Crore
 (5) 60,086 Crore
Q.50. In Interim Budget 2019-20, Allocation for 

the Scheduled Castes has been increased by 
__________.

 (1) 32.6%. (2) 33.6%. (3) 30.6%
 (4) 35.6% (5) 31.6%
Q.51. In Interim Budget 2019-20, Allocation for 

the Scheduled Tribes has been increased by 
__________.

 (1) 28% (2) 22% (3) 21%
 (4) 25% (5) 20%
Q.52. Government will make ________villages into 

Digital Villages over next five years.
 (1) 2 Lakh (2) 1 Lakh (3) 3 Lakh
 (4) 4 Lakh (5) 5 Lakh
Q.53. Under Interim Budget 2019-20, How much amount 

has been allocated for Rashtriya Gokul Mission?
 (1) 550 Crore (2) 650 Crore (3) 750 Crore
 (4) 500 Crore (5) 1000 Crore
Q.54. Which commission will be setup by government 

to look after effective implementation of laws and 
welfare schemes for cow?

 (1) Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog
 (2) Rashtriya Gau Aayog
 (3) Rashtriya Gau Kalyan Aayog
 (4) Rashtriya Kamdhenu Kalyan Aayog
 (5) Rashtriya Gau Raksha Aayog
Q.55. In Interim Budget 2019-20, How Much Amount 

has been allocated for Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana (PMGSY)?

Yuwa, a Jharkhand-based NGO which works for girl empowerment, won the Laureus Sport for Good 
award. The NGO, founded by Americans Franz Gastler and Rose Thomson Gastler in 2009, runs a 

football program in rural Jharkhand covering 450 girls.
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 (1) 29,000 Crore  (2) 39,000 Crore
 (3) 19,000 Crore  (4) 49,000 Crore
 (5) 59,000 Crore
Q.56. In Interim Budget 2019-20, How Much Amount has 

been allocated for Integrated Child Development 
Scheme (ICDS)?

 (1) 22,584 Crore  (2) 21,584 Crore
 (3) 20,584 Crore  (4) 37,584 Crore
 (5) 27,584 Crore
Q.57. In Interim Budget 2019-20, Centrally Sponsored 

Schemes (CSS) allocation has been increased to 
Rs. ________Crore.

 (1) 2,27,679 (2) 3,27,679 (3) 1,27,679
 (4) 3,07,679 (5) 3,47,679
Q.58. In Interim Budget 2019-20, National Education 

Mission allocation has been increased by about 
20% to Rs.________.

 (1) 58,572 Crore  (2) 48,572 Crore
 (3) 38,572 Crore  (4) 28,572 Crore
 (5) 18,572 Crore
Q.59. In 2019 Budget, the government has announced 

that there will be no income tax on taxable income 
up to ` ____ __lakh?

 (1) ` 2.5 lakh (2) ` 3 lakh (3) ` 5 lakh
 (4) ` 10 lakh (5) None of These
Q.60. Any individuals with gross income of up to ̀ _____ 

lakh will not have to pay tax if he/she investments 
in provident funds and prescribed equities?

 (1) ` 5 lakh (2) ` 6.5 lakh (3) ` 10 lakh
 (4) ` 2.5 lakh (5) None of These
Q.61. income tax refunds will be processed within 

______ hours and released immediately?
 (1) 20 hours (2) 24 hours (3) 15 hours
 (4) 60 hours (5) None of These
Q.62. Fund allocation to Northeast region is Rs. 58,166 

crore, more than ______ % from last year for 
infrastructure development?

 (1) 10 % (2) 14 % (3) 17 %
 (4) 21 % (5) None of These
Q.63. In order to prevent piracy and content theft 

of Bollywood films ____ regulation will be 
introduced into the Indian Cinematograph Act.

 (1) Anti-cam cord (2) Anti Camera
 (3) Anti Piracy  (4) Anti theft
 (5) None of These
Q.64. 25 %  sourcing for government projects will 

be from MSME, of which ______ will be from 
women entrepreneurs.

 (1) 1 % (2) 3 % (3) 6 %
 (4) 10 % (5) None of These
Q.65. The Employees’ State Insurance cover limit has 

been increased to ` _____ .
 (1) ` 15,000 (2) ` 18,000 (3) ` 20,000
 (4) ` 21,000 (5) None of These
Q.66. Government has announced ______ interest 

subvention for farmers involved in animal 
husbandry and fishery?

 (1) 5 % (2) 4 % (3) 3 %
 (4) 2 % (5) None of These
Q.67. What is the forecast for the current account deficit 

this year?
 (1) 2 % (2) 2.2 % (3) 2.4 %
 (4) 2.5 % (5) None of These
Q.68. The government has increased the Gratuity limit 

from Rs 10 lakh to Rs ______ lakh?
 (1) 15 Lakh (2) 20 lakh (3) 30 lakh
 (4) 50 lakh (5) None of These
Q.69. Workers who suffer grievous injuries will now get 

Rs______ lakh through Employee Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO)?

 (1) Rs 10 lakh (2) Rs 6 lakh (3) Rs 5 lakh
 (4) Rs 2 lakh (5) None of These
Q.70. An outlay of Rs 3 lakh crore was set aside for the 

defence budget of fiscal FY20, which is an increase 
of ________ percent over last year’s allocation of 
Rs 2.95 lakh crore?

 (1) 1.67 % (2) 1.27 % (3) 1.10 %
 (4) 1 % (5) None of These
Q.71. The government has given 5 point vision for _ to 

realize India’s social economic potential?
 (1)  2030 (2)  2020 (3)  2025
 (4)  2035 (5) None of These
Q.72. The government aspires to make India a Ten 

Trillion Dollar Economy in how many years?

Jitendra Singh Rathore of Rajasthan won the 50 km event in the 6th Open National Race Walking 
Championship.
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 (1) 5 years (2) 13 years (3) 8 years
 (4) 12 years (5) None of These
Q.73. The allocation for MNREGA Rs 60,000 crore 

which is __ more than 2018-19 ?
 (1) 10 % (2)  5 % (3) 9 %
 (4) 12 % (5) 3%
Q.74. Ayushman Bharat, was launched to provide 

medical treatment to nearly __people.
 (1) 25 Crore (2) 50 Crore (3) 20 Crore
 (4) 30 Crore (5) None of These
Q.75. Businesses with less than Rs ________ crore 

annual turnover, will be allowed to file quarterly 
returns?

 (1) Rs 5 crore  (2) Rs 10 Crore 
 (3) Rs 15 Crore  (4) Rs 20 Crore
 (5) None of These
Q.76. What per cent of interest subvention for micro, 

small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) for loans 
up to Rs 1 crore?

 (1) 5 % (2) 4 % (3) 3 %
 (4) 2 % (5) None of These
Q.77. Under the Ujjwala scheme how many free LPG 

connections to rural households have been 
provided so far?

 (1) 8 crore (2) 6 crore (3) 7 crore
 (4) 5 crore (5) None of These
Q.78. India is the fastest highway developer in the whole 

world, how many km of highways are getting built 
each day?

 (1) 20 km (2) 32 km (3) 27 km
 (4) 24 km (5) None of These

Q.79. Indian Railways operating ratio is expected to 
improve to _____ % for 2019-20 from 96.2% in 
2018-19 ?

 (1) 98 % (2) 97 % (3) 96 %
 (4) 95% (5) None of These
Q.80. Exemptions from GST for small businesses has 

increased from Rs. 20 lakh to Rs. ______ lakh ?
 (1) 30 lakh (2) 40 lakh (3) 25 lakh
 (4) 35 lakh (5) None of These
Q.81. India has achieved ______ % rural sanitation 

coverage and as many as __ lakh villages have 
been declared “Open Defecation Free. ?

 (1)  99 %, 5.25  (2)  96 %, 4.25
 (3)  92 %, 6.15  (4)  98 %, 5.45
 (5) None of These
Q.82. India is the second largest fish producing nation 

in the world accounting for what percent of global 
production?

 (1) 5.6 % (2) 6.3 % (3) 7.5
 (4) 6 % (5) None of These
Q.83. More than ______ % of the beneficiaries of 

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana are women who 
are getting affordable and collateral-free loans to 
start their own businesses?

 (1)  50 % (2)  60 % (3)  65 %
 (4)  70 % (5) None of These
Q.84. The number of operational airports has crossed 

100 with the commissioning of the latest airport in 
which state?

 (1)  Nagaland (2)  Tripura  (3)  Sikkim
 (4)  Manipur (5) None of These

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of projects worth over Rs 
33,000 crore in Bihar, including the long-awaited Patna Metro Rail Project.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off a 10,000 HP electric locomotive converted from a diesel 

engine at the Diesel Locomotives Works (DLW) in Varanasi.

Q.1. Where was the Seventh Meeting of Tourism 
Ministers of ASEAN and India held?

 (1) Vietnam (2) China (3) Pakistan
 (4) Nepal (5) Russia
Q.2. Stefan Lofven has been elected as the Prime 

Minister of ______?
 (1) Iraq (2) Iran (3) Malaysia
 (4) Taiwan (5) Sweden
Q.3. Poet Mary Oliver has passed away recently. She 

was winner of which famous prize?
 (1) Pulitzer Prize  (2) Nobel Prize
 (3) Man Bookers Prize (4) Abel Prize
 (5) Mandela Prize
Q.4. Himachal Pradesh Cabinet decided to provide 

______reservation to economically weaker 
sections from the general category in State 
government Jobs.

 (1) 25% (2) 27% (3) 18%
 (4) 10% (5) 50%
Q.5. Where has Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

inaugurated 3D laser projection show?
 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Uttar Pradesh
 (3) Bihar  (4) Gujarat
 (5) Odisha
Q.6. Where was the Regional Conference on ‘Deendayal 

Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme’ held?
 (1) Varanasi (2) Prayagraj (3) Mumbai
 (4) Chennai (5) New Delhi
Q.7. Who has been elected as the president of Company 

secretaries' apex body ICSI (Institute of Company 
Secretaries of India)?

 (1) S Ranjeet Pandey (2) Mahesh Shukla
 (3) Rakesh Asthana (4) Maninder Singh
 (5) Gaurav Mishra
Q.8. Padma Bhushan awardee Jagjit Singh Chopra has 

passed away. He was a ______.
 (1) Neurologist (2) Author (3) Singer
 (4) Politician (5) Scientist
Q.9. Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has 

inaugurated the Diffo Bridge over Chipu River in 
Lower Dibang Valley District in which state?

 (1) Nagaland  (2) Assam

 (3) Arunachal Pradesh (4) Manipur
 (5) Meghalaya
Q.10. Karnataka's Siddaganga mutt seer passed away 

recently. Who was he?
 (1) Thontada Siddalingeswara
 (2) Sri Shivakumara Swamiji
 (3) Sree Gosala Siddesshwara
 (4) Sree Ataveeshwara Swamigalu
 (5) Sree Haradanahalli Gosala Siddeshwara
Q.11. India and Uzbekistan inked a pact for import of 

uranium. Who is the President of Uzbekistan?
 (1) Gulnara Karimova (2) Alisher Usmanov
 (3) Yulduz Usmonova (4) Nursultan Nazarbayev
 (5) Shavkat Mirziyoyev
Q.12. Who has won the women's singles title of Malaysia 

Masters?
 (1) Carolina Marin (2) Saina Nehwal
 (3) He Bingjiao  (4) Ratchanok Intanon
 (5) Goh Jin Wei
Q.13. Where Prime Minister Narendra Modi did 

inaugurated the National Museum of Indian 
Cinema?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Mumbai (3) Kolkata
 (4) Pune (5) Lucknow
Q.14. Which Indian-American philanthropist and 

entrepreneur has been honoured with the 
prestigious “Rosa Park Trailblazer award”?

 (1) Megha Desai  (2) Manoj Bhargava
 (3) Venkat Srinivasan (4) Gurinder Singh Khalsa
 (5) Dr Kiran Patel
Q.15. Who has been chosen for the first Sheikh Saud 

International Prize for Materials Research?
 (1) Anand Srinivasan (2) Anurag Verma
 (3) C N R Rao  (4) Chiranjiv Roy
 (5) Goda Ramkumar
Q.16. According to an analysis by research agency 

Itihaasa, What is the rank of India in the world 
in terms of high quality research publications in 
artificial intelligence (AI)?

 (1) First (2) Second (3) Third
 (4) Fourth (5) Fifth
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The Union Cabinet approved amendments to the framework on currency swap arrangement for 
SAARC member countries by incorporating a stand-by facility of USD 400 million.

Q.17. Which Sahitya Akademi award winning Bengali 
writer died recently?

 (1) Atin Bandyopadhyay
 (2) Ramapada Chowdhury
 (3) Gaustav Ghosh
 (4) Partho Roy
 (5) Sudeep Chaterjee
Q.18. Which IT company has launched a new e-commerce 

platform for handloom weavers 'reweave.in'?
 (1) Microsoft (2) Google (3) IBM
 (4) Infosys (5) Wipro
Q.19. According to the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF), India's Gross Domestic Product Growth 
Rate is expected to be at ___ in the Financial Year 
2018-19 and ___ in 2019-20.

 (1) 7.5 %, 7.8%  (2) 7.8 %, 7.9%
 (3) 7.1 %, 7.7%  (4) 7.3 %, 7.5%
 (5) 7.6 %, 7.3%
Q.20. According to the 2019 Edelman Trust Barometer 

report, which country is among the most trusted 
nations globally when it comes to government, 
business, NGOs and media?

 (1) India (2) China (3) USA
 (4) Iran (5) Japan
Q.21. Who has become the first cricketer to win all ICC's 

annual individual awards by winning Test, ODI 
and cricketer of the year award?

 (1) Sachin Tendulkar (2) Mahendra Singh Dhoni
 (3) Virat Kohli  (4) Ricky Pointing
 (5) Chris Gayle
Q.22. Where is the World Economic Forum (WEF) 

annual meet being held?
 (1) Bern, Switzerland (2) Davos, Switzerland
 (3) Basel, Switzerland (4) Geneva, Switzerland
 (5) Zurich, Switzerland
Q.23. Where has the India Steel 2019 Exhibition and 

Conference held?
 (1) Kolkata (2) Chennai (3) Hyderabad
 (4) Bangalore (5) Mumbai
Q.24. Ankita Raina has won the International Tennis 

Federation's 25,000-dollar Women's tournament. 
Where was it held?

 (1) Singapore  (2) Hong Kong
 (3) Brussel  (4) Sydney
 (5) Beijing
Q.25. World’s oldest man Masazo Nonaka has passed 

away recently. He was ______ years old.
 (1) 101 (2) 107 (3) 111
 (4) 113 (5) 117
Q.26. Where has the 15th edition of Pravasi Bhartiya 

Divas started?
 (1) Varanasi (2) Goa (3) New Delhi
 (4) Mumbai (5) Lucknow
Q.27. The UNESCO has announced which to be the 

World Capital of Architecture for 2020?
 (1) Sydney  (2) Rio de Janeiro 
 (3) New Delhi  (4) Newark
 (5) London
Q.28. Union minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated a 

bridge over which River in Jammu & Kashmir to 
reduce the distance between Kathua in Jammu and 
Pathankot in Punjab to 8.6 km from 45 km?

 (1) Bringhi River (2) Chenab River
 (3) Ravi River  (4) Dras River
 (5) Jhelum River
Q.29. Raghbir Singh Bhola, a two-time Olympic 

medallist, has passed away. He was associated 
with which game?

 (1) Hockey (2) Wrestling (3) Cricket
 (4) Badminton (5) Shooting
Q.30. Who took over as the executive director of State-

owned Punjab National Bank?
 (1) Agyey Kumar Azad 
 (2) Ashwani Kumar
 (3) Gita Gopinath
 (4) Rakesh Sikri
 (5) Shikha Sharma
Q.31. India has signed an MOU to provide modern 

infrastructural facilities to Swami Vipulananda 
Institute of Aesthetic Studies of Eastern University 
in Batticaloa. Where is Batticaloa?

 (1) Nepal (2) Thailand (3) Sri Lanka
 (4) Afghanistan (5) Pakistan
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The value of the brand Tata has soared 37 percent to $19.5 billion in 2019, helping the conglomerate 

break into the top-100 in a global brands list, according to a report.

Q.32. Which state has signed a pact with the US-
India Business Council (USIBC) to promote the 
state as an investment destination for American 
companies?

 (1) Bihar  (2) Uttar Pradesh 
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Odisha
 (5) Maharashtra
Q.33. Who is conferred upon with the 27th Saraswati 

Samman?
 (1) Sitanshu Yashaschandra
 (2) Mahabaleshwar Sail
 (3) Padma Sachdev
 (4) Veerappa Moily
 (5) Govind Mishra
Q.34. The Indian Navy will conduct which Coastal 

Defence Exercise along the entire coastline of the 
country?

 (1) Sea Watch 2019 (2) Sea Vigil 2019
 (3) Ocean Vigil 2019 (4) Ocean Watch 2019
 (5) Shore Vigil 2019
Q.35. Cosmas Lagat has won the men's title in the Tata 

Mumbai Marathon. He belongs to which country?
 (1) West Indies (2) Zimbabwe (3) Kenya
 (4) Zambia (5) Uganda
Q.36. Who has become the fastest Indian to claim 100 

wickets in one-day Internationals?
 (1) Ishant Sharma (2) Mohammed Shami
 (3) Umesh Yadav (4) Bhuvneshwar Kumar
 (5) Jasprit Bumrah
Q.37. According to the United Nations' World Economic 

Situation and Prospects (WESP) 2019 report, 
India's gross domestic product (GDP) is expected 
to expand by ______ in 2020-21.

 (1) 7.1 (2) 7.2 (3) 7.3
 (4) 7.4 (5) 7.5
Q.38. According to a report by Brand Finance which 

Indian company has been ranked third most-
valued IT services brand globally in 2018-19?

 (1) Wipro  
 (2) Convergys
 (3) Tata Consultancy Services
 (4) Infosys

 (5) HCL Technologies
Q.39. The Union Cabinet approved amendments to the 

framework on currency swap arrangement for 
SAARC member countries by incorporating a 
stand-by facility of how many Dollars?

 (1) USD 100 million 
 (2) USD 400 million
 (3) USD 1000 million 
 (4) USD 1200 million
 (5) USD 1500 million
Q.40. According to credit rating agency CRISIL, India's 

Gross Domestic Product Growth Rate is expected 
to ______ in the Financial Year 2018-19.

 (1) 7.2% (2) 7.3% (3) 7.4%
 (4) 8.2% (5) 8.3%
Q.41. Who has been given the additional charge of the 

Ministry of Finance and Corporate Affairs?
 (1) Manohar Parrikar (2) Piyush Goyal
 (3) Suresh Prabhu (4) Smriti Irani
 (5) Hukumdev Singh
Q.42. The Cabinet approved signing of an agreement 

between India and which country for cooperation 
on recruitment of domestic workers?

 (1) Iraq (2) Iran (3) Jordan
 (4) Syria (5) Kuwait
Q.43. Which country will organize First International 

Bhojpuri Festival?
 (1) Singapore (2) Canada (3) Mauritius
 (4) Thailand (5) Kenya
Q.44. The Union Cabinet approved an agreement between 

India and Japan for cooperation in which sector?
 (1) Energy Sector
 (2) Education Sector
 (3) Pharma Sector 
 (4) Space Exploration Sector
 (5) Food Processing Sector
Q.45. Who won the New South Wales men's Amateur 

Golf Championship in Australia?
 (1) Kartik Sharma (2) Anirban Lahiri
 (3) Jyoti Randhawa (4) Aditi Ashok
 (5) Sharmila Nicollet
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IndiaFirst Life Insurance has bought nine per cent stake in CSC e-Governance Services India Ltd. 
IndiaFirst Life Insurance is a joint venture between Bank of Baroda, Andhra Bank and Legal and 

General (UK).

Q.46. What name is given by the Indian Railways to the 
indigenously manufactured Train 18?

 (1) Bharat Express 
 (2) Bharat Samman Express
 (3) Vande Bharat Express
 (4) Swabhiman Express
 (5) Mahatma Bharat Express
Q.47. Who has won the women's singles title of Indonesia 

Masters at Jakarta?
 (1) Anders Antonsen
 (2) Saina Nehwal
 (3) Markus Fernaldi Gideon
 (4) Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo
 (5) Misaki Matsutomo
Q.48. Which state has recently celebrated its 49th Full 

Statehood day on 25th January?
 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Bihar
 (3) Himachal Pradesh (4) Arunachal Pradesh
 (5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.49. Veteran Shiromani Akali Dal leader and former 

MLA ______ has passed away recently. He was 
82.

 (1) Jagdev Singh Talwandi
 (2) Harchand Singh Longowal
 (3) Surjit Singh Barnala
 (4) Dalip Singh Pandhi
 (5) Sukhbir Singh Badal
Q.50. Who is the Union Science and Technology 

Minister?
 (1) Dr Harsh Vardhan (2) Rajnath Singh
 (3) Sushma Swaraj (4) Arun Jaitley
 (5) Piyush Goyal
Q.51. Who has been appointed the South-East Asia 

regional director of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) for a second five-year term?

 (1) Dr Matshidiso Rebecca Moeti
 (2) Dr Carissa F. Etienne
 (3) Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh
 (4) Dr Zsuzsanna Jakab
 (5) Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari

Q.52. Which West Indies skipper emulated Sir Gary 
Sobers to become world's No 1 all-rounder in the 
latest Test rankings released by the ICC?

 (1) Kieron Pollard (2) Jason Holder
 (3) Marlon Samuels (4) Jason Mohammed
 (5) Rovman Powell
Q.53. According to World Steel Association (WSA), 

India has replaced Japan as world’s second largest 
steel producing country. Which is the largest 
producer of crude steel?

 (1) USA  (2) China
 (3) South Africa  (4) Malaysia
 (5) Russia
Q.54. Who among the following have been awarded with 

country's highest civilian honour ‘The Bharat Ratna’?
 (1) Nanaji Deshmukh 
 (2) Bhupen Hazarika
 (3) Pranab Mukherjee 
 (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.55. Veteran tribal leader and former __ minister 

Chaitanya Prasad Majhi died?
 (1) West Bengal (2) Odisha (3) Bihar
 (4) Jharkhand (5) Chhattisgarh
Q.56. Japan's tennis player Naomi Osaka has won 

the women's singles title of Australian Open by 
defeating Petra Kvitova. Petra Kvitova belongs to 
which country?

 (1) Russia (2) Kazakhstan (3) Armenia
 (4) Yugoslavia (5) Czech Republic
Q.57. Who has won the Australian Open title for the 

record seventh time?
 (1) Roger Federer (2) John McEnroe
 (3) Novak Djokovic (4) Rafael Nadal
 (5) Andy Murray
Q.58. Where Prime Minister Narendra Modi did laid 

the foundation stone for All India Institutes 
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) recently in 
Tamilnadu?

 (1) Coonoor  (2) Coimbatore
 (3) Tiruchirappalli (4) Madurai
 (5) Mannargudi
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The Punjab government approved a rural development scheme worth Rs 384.40 crore to supplement 

the ongoing works to build village infrastructure and provide essential amenities, named 'Smart 
Village Campaign'.

Q.59. Which Oscar-winning French composer has 
passed away recently?

 (1) Michel Legrand (2) Frank Devol
 (3) Lionel Newman (4) Alexander Courage
 (5) Don Walker
Q.60. In which district will the government of 

Uttarakhand develop the state's first tulip garden?
 (1) Almora district (2) Bageshwar district
 (3) Chamoli district (4) Pithoragarh district
 (5) Rudraprayag district
Q.61. Which former defence minister and veteran 

socialist passed away recently?
 (1) Jaswant Singh 
 (2) Sharad Pawar
 (3) Shankarrao Chavan 
 (4) George Fernandes
 (5) Swaran Singh
Q.62. The salt-to-software group Tata has been ranked 

86th in the 2019 Most Valuable Brands list 
compiled by the London-based consultancy Brand 
Finance. What was the rank of TATA in the 2018 
list?

 (1) 87 (2) 90 (3) 104
 (4) 112 (5) 142
Q.63. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved 

the appointment of Dilip Sadarangani as part-time 
chairman of which bank?

 (1) Axis Bank  (2) ICICI Bank 
 (3) Federal Bank  (4) Indian Bank
 (5) HDFC Bank
Q.64. Who has become the first Hindu woman in 

Pakistan to be appointed as a civil judge?
 (1) Suman Kumari (2) Jaspreet Kaur
 (3) Mohini Devi  (4) Aparna Sen
 (5) Alpika Shukla
Q.65. Which state government announced the launch of 

a "Yuva Swabhiman Yojana" to ensure 100 days 
of employment every year to the youths from the 
economically weaker sections (EWS) in urban areas?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Himachal Pradesh
 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Arunachal Pradesh
 (5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.66. Who has won the men's singles title of Indonesia 
Masters Badminton Tournament by defeating 
Kento Momota of Japan?

 (1) Son Wan-ho  
 (2) Viktor Axelsen
 (3) Anthony Sinisuka Ginting
 (4) Srikanth Kidambi
 (5) Anders Antonsen
Q.67. Who has won the gold medal in women’s air 

rifle in the H&N Cup international shooting 
championship Munich, Germany?

 (1) Heena Sidhu  (2) Anjum Moudgil
 (3) Shriyanka Sadangi (4) Vinita Bhardwaj
 (5) Olena Kostevych
Q.68. Which player has been suspended from bowling in 

international cricket by the ICC?
 (1) Ambati Rayudu (2) Kagiso Rabada
 (3) Mohammad Abbas (4) Vernon Philander
 (5) Duanne Olivier
Q.69. IndiaFirst Life Insurance has bought nine per cent 

stake in CSC e-Governance Services India Ltd. 
IndiaFirst Life Insurance is a joint venture between-

 (1) Bank of Baroda
 (2) Andhra Bank
 (3) Legal and General (UK)
 (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.70. U.S. lawmakers have nominated jailed Uyghur 

academic and blogger _____ to receive the 2019 
Nobel Peace Prize.

 (1) Ilham Tohti  (2) José Andres
 (3) Bill Richardson (4) Kazuo Ishiguro
 (5) Nadia Murad
Q.71. Which former umpire, who officiated in the famous 

tied Test match between India and Australia in 
1986 at Chennai, died recently?

 (1) Kumar Dharmasena
 (2) Marais Erasmus
 (3) Dara Dotiwalla
 (4) Bruce Oxenford
 (5) Rod Tucker
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Civil Aviation Secretary Rajiv Nayan Choubey has been named as the member of the Union Public 
Service Commission (UPSC) that conducts prestigious civil services examination to select the 

country's bureaucrats, diplomats and police officers, officials said.

Q.72. Sunjay Sudhir has been appointed as India's 
Ambassador to which country?

 (1) Nepal (2) Maldives (3) Singapore
 (4) Iran (5) Thailand
Q.73. Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated to the 

nation the National Salt Satyagraha Memorial and 
Museum at Dandi. In which district of Gujarat is 
Dandi located?

 (1) Valsad  (2) Surat Narmada
 (3) Gandhinagar  (4) Navsari
 (5) Jamnagar
Q.74. What is the name of the common digital currency 

launched by the central banks of the UAE and 
Saudi Arabia?

 (1) Beenz (2) Aber (3) e-gold
 (4) Rand (5) Ven
Q.75. Who is Human Resource Development Minister?
 (1) Piyush Goyal 
 (2) Prakash Javadekar
 (3) Smriti Irani
 (4) Hukum Dev Singh
 (5) Mukhtar Abbas Nakqi
Q.76. Who has partnered with Ujjivan Small Finance 

Bank for providing Personal Loans?
 (1) BankBazaar  (2) Policy Bazaar
 (3) Karvy  (4) Paytm
 (5) Sharekhan
Q.77. Manika Batra is related to which games?
 (1) Badminton  (2) Squash
 (3) Cricket  (4) Football 
 (5) Table tennis
Q.78. Where was the 8th meeting of India - China Joint 

Working Group on Counter-terrorism held?
 (1) New Delhi  (2) Beijing
 (3) Shanghai  (4) Singapore
 (5) London
Q.79. Vijay Singh Chauhan has been appointed as the 

Ambassador of India to ______.
 (1) China  (2) Burkina Faso
 (3) Iran  (4) USA
 (5) Pakistan

Q.80. Madhya Pradesh government will set up how 
many 'Gaushalas' or cow shelters in the state?

 (1) 500 (2) 1,000 (3) 1,500
 (4) 2,000 (5) 2,500
Q.81. 12th edition of Aero India 2019 will be held at 

Yelahanka Air Force Station. Where is Yelahanka 
Air Force Station?

 (1) Gorakhpur (2) Port Blair (3) Bengaluru
 (4) Chennai (5) Jaipur
Q.82. Union Finance and Railways Minister Piyush 

Goyal has been awarded the fourth Carnot prize 
for his work in sustainable energy solutions. In 
whose memory Carnot Prize is given?

 (1) Sadi Carnot 
 (2) Lazare Hippolyte Carnot
 (3) Lazare Carnot
 (4) Claude Carnot
 (5) All of these
Q.83. Which company has entered into a five-year global 

strategic sponsorship agreement with International 
Cricket Council (ICC)?

 (1) PepsiCo Inc  (2) AMUL
 (3) Nestle  (4) Coca Cola Co
 (5) Anheuser-Bush InBev
Q.84. Where is the Human Space Flight Centre (HSFC) 

located?
 (1) Bengaluru (2) Hyderabad (3) Mumbai
 (4) Kolkata (5) Chennai
Q.85. Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated which 

Memorial to the nation at Dandi village, situated 
in South Gujarat?

 (1) Satyagraha Memorial
 (2) Gandhi Memorial
 (3) Gandhi Satyagraha Memorial
 (4) National Satyagraha Memorial
 (5) National Salt Satyagraha Memorial
Q.86. Who won in the finals to win the Seattle Open, a 

PSA challenger squash Tour event?
 (1) James Willstrop (2) Grégory Gaultier
 (3) Raneem El Weleily (4) Ramit Tandon
 (5) Mohamed El Sherbini
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The Government of India, Government of Himachal Pradesh (GoHP) and the World Bank signed a $40 

Million Loan Agreement to help bring clean and reliable drinking water to the citizens of the Greater Shimla 
area, who have been facing severe water shortages and water-borne epidemics over the last few years.

Q.87. Which senior journalist and author passed away?
 (1) Navin Nishchal
 (2) Banarasi Singh
 (3) Sudip Datta Bhaumik
 (4) Santanu Bhowmik
 (5) Kuldeep Nayar
Q.88. Which country has unveiled a new cruise missile 

"Hoveizeh"?
 (1) Pakistan (2) UAE (3) Iran
 (4) Iraq (5) Israel
Q.89. Where is the 34th edition of the India International 

Leather Fair held?
 (1) Mumbai (2) Chennai (3) New Delhi
 (4) Kolkata (5) Bengaluru
Q.90. Where has the music and dance festival 'Sopan 

2019' held?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Kolkata (3) Mumbai
 (4) Hyderabad (5) Surat
Q.91. Where was the 4th edition of Bharat Parv held?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Bengaluru (3) Lucknow
 (4) Pune (5) Jaipur
Q.92. American President Donald Trump has appointed 

______ to be his assistant and chief medical 
adviser.

 (1) Mick Mulvaney (2) Zachary Fuentes
 (3) Kellyanne Conway (4) Ronny Jackson
 (5) Johnny DeStefano
Q.93. Which country shall provide 2.5 billion dollars 

loans to Pakistan to boost the foreign exchange 
reserves?

 (1) China (2) UAE (3) Iran
 (4) Syria (5) Saudi Arabia
Q.94. Ruchira Kamboj has been appointed as the 

Ambassador of India to which country?
 (1) Bhutan (2) China (3) Pakistan
 (4) Japan (5) Nepal
Q.95. NTPC (National Thermal Power Corporation) has 

signed a term loan agreement for Rs 5,000 crore 
with which of the following?

 (1) International Monetary Fund
 (2) World Bank

 (3) State Bank of India
 (4) Asian Development Bank
 (5) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
Q.96. Who has been appointed as the executive director 

of Canara Bank?
 (1) KV Kamath  (2) Manimekhalai A
 (3) Vaidyanathan  (4) Sonjoy Chatterjee
 (5) Renuka Ramnath
Q.97. Who won the Cricket Australia's highest honour 

'Allan Border Medal'?
 (1) Ricky Ponting (2) Michael Clarke
 (3) Shane Watson (4) Pat Cummins
 (5) David Warner
Q.98. Who has been elected as the chairman of the 

African Union?
 (1) Idriss Deby  (2) Alpha Conde
 (3) Paul Kagame  (4) Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
 (5) Moussa Faki
Q.99. President Ram Nath Kovind unveiled a life-size 

portrait of which former Prime Minister in the 
Central Hall of Parliament House?

 (1) P. V. Narasimha Rao
 (2) Atal Bihari Vajpayee
 (3) Chandra Shekhar
 (4) H. D. Deve Gowda
 (5) Inder Kumar Gujral
Q.100. Asian Development Bank (ADB) has bought a 

14% stake in which micro-financier for Rs 137 
crore?

 (1) SKS Microfinance Ltd
 (2) Spandana Sphoorty Financial Ltd
 (3) Annapurna Finance
 (4) Share Microfin Limited
 (5) Asmitha Microfin Ltd
Q.101. Which Indian company group has acquired an 

Israeli company, Light and strong Ltd., which is 
specialised in aerospace and military carbon fibre 
and glass fibre composite components production?

 (1) Lohia Group  (2) Mahindra Group
 (3) Reliance Industries (4) Bharat Forge
 (5) Hinduja Group



MICA  APRIL 201998

QUIZ TIME GENEraL aWarENESS

Saina Nehwal has won the women's singles title of 83rd Senior National Badminton championship in 
Guwahati by defeating P. V. Sindhu. With this, Sourabh Verma has won the Men's singles title of 83rd 

Senior National Badminton championship in Guwahati by defeating Lakshya Sen.

Q.102. Which country has declared sugarcane juice as the 
“national drink” of the country?

 (1) India  (2) Pakistan 
 (3) Afghanistan  (4) Nepal
 (5) China
Q.103. Sapta Shakti Command of Indian Army has 

conducted a Joint Humanitarian Assistance and 
Disaster Relief Exercise named ______ in Jaipur.

 (1) Ahat (2) Rahat (3) Help
 (4) Madad (5) Kripa
Q.104. Mahesh Anand has passed away recently. He was 

______.
 (1) Director (2) Actor (3) Author
 (4) Politician (5) Scientist
Q.105. Which city has added Hindi as the third language 

in courts?
 (1) Karachi (2) Prague (3) New York
 (4) Abu Dhabi (5) Beijing
Q.106. Which telecom company has appointed Suresh 

Vaswani as an independent director for three 
years?

 (1) Airtel Ltd  (2) Vodafone Idea Ltd
 (3) Jio Ltd  (4) BSNL Ltd
 (5) Aircel Ltd
Q.107. Producers Guild of India have signed a 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the 
Producers Guild of which country to commit to 
building a "strong collaborative system" to help 
better the growth of entertainment production in 
both countries?

 (1) USA (2) Italy (3) France
 (4) Nepal (5) Bhutan
Q.108. Where was the 13th International Oil and Gas 

Conference - PETROTECH-2019 held?
 (1) Greater Noida (2) Jaipur
 (3) Pune  (4) Shimla
 (5) Raipur
Q.109. Noted Indian historian Sanjay Subrahmanyam has 

been chosen for prestigious Dan David Prize. This 
prize is given by which country?

 (1) Nepal (2) England (3) Russia
 (4) Israel (5) Turkey

Q.110. Helina is the Helicopter launched version of which 
Anti-tank guided missile?

 (1) Toophan (2) Trishul (3) Agni
 (4) Prithvi (5) Nag
Q.111. Who won the Chennai Open ATP Challenger 

tennis tournament title?
 (1) Corentin Moutet (2) Grégoire Barrère
 (3) Jurij Rodionov (4) Gleb Sakharov
 (5) Andrew Harris
Q.112. Who won the 86th Senior Snooker National 

Championship title?
 (1) Lakshman Rawat (2) Stephen Hendry
 (3) Pankaj Advani (4) Ronnie O'Sullivan
 (5) John Higgins
Q.113. Which former West Bengal minister and CPI (M) 

leader passed away recently?
 (1) Jogesh Barman (2) Dasarath Deb
 (3) Manik Sarkar  (4) Jyoti Basu
 (5) Buddhadeb Bhattacharya
Q.114. In which district of Himachal Pradesh is the first 

mega food park of the state located?
 (1) Bilaspur (2) Mandi (3) Chamba
 (4) Una (5) Sirmaur
Q.115. Lindsey Vonn has announced her retirement. She 

is associated with which game?
 (1) Football (2) Shooting (3) Golf
 (4) Skiing (5) Tennis
Q.116. Who has won the Asian Football Confederation 

(AFC) Asian Cup for the first time?
 (1) Japan (2) Qatar (3) UAE
 (4) Russia (5) China
Q.117. A  Commemorative Stamp of what value was 

released on Kumbh Mela Prayag Raj?
 (1) 5 rupees  (2) 10 rupees
 (3) 100 rupees  (4) 500 rupees
 (5) 2000 rupees
Q.118. Where was New India Youth Conclave held?
 (1) Bhopal  (2) Kovalam
 (3) Trivandrum  (4) Nagpur
 (5) Surat
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Union Steel Minister Chaudhary Birender Singh dedicated SAIL's steel processing unit (SPU) to the 
nation at Bettiah in West Champaran, Bihar, the government said. The unit, set up at a cost of Rs 116 

crore, will churn out high-quality steel tubes and pipes.

Q.119. Which State Government has announced 'Indira 
Gram Jyoti Yojana'?

 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Rajasthan
 (3) Tripura  (4) West Bengal
 (5) Karnataka
Q.120. India and which country have agreed to continue 

close cooperation on maritime security, counter-
terrorism & medical cooperation?

 (1) China (2) Maldives (3) Sri Lanka
 (4) Cambodia (5) Iran
Q.121. Election Commission has launched a VVIP for 

citizens. What is VVIP?
 (1) Valid Voter and Information Programme
 (2) Voter Verification and Induction Programme
 (3) Valid Verification and Induction Programme
 (4) Voter Verification and Information Programme
 (5) Voter Validation and Information Programme
Q.122. Centre and Gujarat government have announced 

an Asiatic Lion Conservation Project of ______ 
crore.

 (1) ` 197.85 (2) ` 85.97 (3) ` 97.85
 (4) ` 47.55 (5) ` 109.60
Q.123. Which Oscar-Nominated British actor has passed 

away recently?
 (1) Michael Caine (2) Leonardo DiCaprio
 (3) Albert Finney (4) Marlon Brando
 (5) Robert De Niro
Q.124. Where is the Krishi Kumbh organised?
 (1) Gaya (2) Motihari (3) Katihar
 (4) Sonbarsa (5) Nautanwa
Q.125. Who has been posted as the first divisional 

commissioner of the Ladakh division?
 (1) H.Ramulu  (2) A. R. Bardhan
 (3) Barun Kumar Ray (4) Saugat Biswas
 (5) Sanjeet Pratihar
Q.126. The Reserve Bank of India has slapped how much 

as penalty on the State Bank of India for violating 
norms?

 (1) Rs 15 crore  (2) Rs 100 crore
 (3) Rs 10 crore  (4) Rs 1 crore
 (5) Rs 1.5 crore

Q.127. Rohit Sharma became the highest run-getter in the 
Twenty20 Internationals. Earlier this record was 
held by whom?

 (1) Sachin Tendulkar (2) Chris Gayle
 (3) AB de Villiers (4) Martin Guptill
 (5) Aiden Markram
Q.128. Who has been nominated as the Next Chief of the 

World Bank?
 (1) Indra Nooyi  (2) Ivanka Trump
 (3) David Malpass (4) Melania Trump
 (5) Jared Kushner
Q.129. Which country signed an accord to become the 

30th member of NATO?
 (1) Macedonia (2) Iraq (3) Russia
 (4) Pakistan (5) China
Q.130. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) raised the limit of 

collateral-free agricultural loans to ` 1.6 lakh. 
What was the earlier limit?

 (1) ` 1 lakh (2) ` 1.1 lakh (3) ` 1.5 lakh
 (4) ` 1.2 lakh (5) ` 1.4 lakh
Q.131. EGAT Cup is related to which games?
 (1) Squash (2) Weightlifting (3) Cricket
 (4) Badminton (5) Boxing
Q.132. Indian Coast Guard has signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding for coordination in the aeronautical 
and maritime search and rescue operations with 
which of the following?

 (1) Indian Railways
 (2) Metro Rail Authority of India
 (3) Airport Authority of India
 (4) All of these
 (5) None of these
Q.133. Who has been appointed as the additional director 

of Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)?
 (1) Praveen Sinha (2) Rishi Kumar Shukla
 (3) Alok Verma  (4) M. Nageshwar Rao
 (5) Rajeev Kumar
Q.134. On which organisation has the Insurance 

Regulatory and Development Authority of India 
(IRDAI) imposed a fine of Rs 9 lakh?

 (1) HDFC Ergo Insurance Co Ltd
 (2) General Insurance Co Ltd
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Wallace Smith Broecker, a climate scientist who popularized the term "global warming", has died. He 
was 87.

 (3) Life Insurance Co of India
 (4) United India Insurance Co Ltd
 (5) Indian Insurance Co Ltd
Q.135. Who will be the new Union Sports Secretary?
 (1) Rahul Bhatnagar
 (2) Radheyshyam Julaniya
 (3) Amarendra Kumar Dubey
 (4) Rajeev Sharma
 (5) Mahesh Pandey
Q.136. Which of the following statement is true with 

respect to the Sixth Bi-monthly Monetary Policy?
 (1) Repo rate reduced by 25 basis points from 6.5 

per cent to 6.25 per cent.
 (2) Bank Rate & Marginal Standing Facility is 6.5 

per cent.
 (3) The Monetary policy committee comprise of 

six members.
 (4) Both 1 & 2
 (5) All of these
Q.137. Who was conferred the Legion d'Honneur, the 

highest civilian award of France?
 (1) F. Roy Armstrong (2) Ivan MacLean Acorn
 (3) Franois Laborde (4) Gordon Allen
 (5) Gladys Arnold
Q.138.  Which state government has launched 'Rajiv 

Gandhi Career Portal' for students from classes 9 
to 12?

 (1) Rajasthan  (2) Madhya Pradesh
 (3) West Bengal  (4) Karnataka
 (5) Kerala
Q.139. Andhra Pradesh Government has introduced 

which new scheme to give economic support to 
farmers?

 (1) Kisan Sukhibhava 
 (2) Annadata Sukhibhava
 (3) Sampoorna Krishi Yojana
 (4) Krishi Kishan Yojana
 (5) Kisan Bhagya Vidhata Yojana
Q.140. Which of the following shall be established for 

the Conservation, protection and development of 
cows and their progeny?

 (1) Rashtriya Gau Mata Aayog
 (2) Gau Sanarakshan Aayog
 (3) Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog
 (4) Akhil Bhartiya Kamdhenu Aayog
 (5) None of these
Q.141. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

between India and which country on cooperation 
in the field of Traditional Systems of Medicine and 
Homoeopathy was signed recently?

 (1) Venezuela (2) Saudi Arabia (3) Japan
 (4) Brazil (5) China
Q.142. A MoU between India and which country for 

collaborating based on mutual interest in the field 
of Biotechnology, for funding and implementing 
ambitious industry-led innovative and 
transnational projects within the broad scope of 
research development and innovation was recently 
approved by the Union cabinet?

 (1) Finland (2) Brazil (3) UAE
 (4) Australia (5) Italy
Q.143. The Reserve Bank of India projected an economic 

growth rate of ______ per cent for the next fiscal.
 (1) 7.1 (2) 7.2 (3) 7.3
 (4) 7.4 (5) 7.5
Q.144. India’s latest communication satellite ______ 

was successfully launched by European launch 
services provider Arianespace’s rocket from 
French Guiana.

 (1) PSLV-11 (2) GTAS-13 (3) GSAT-31
 (4) FGAT-10 (5) EAFC-19
Q.145. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a 

total penalty of Rs 2.2 crore on which bank in two 
separate cases for violation of norms?

 (1) Axis Bank  (2) UCO Bank
 (3) Syndicate Bank (4) Yes bank
 (5) HDFC Bank
Q.146. A Renowned Novelist, Alaa Mashzoub has passed 

away recently. He was from which country?
 (1) Israel (2) Iran (3) Yemen
 (4) Iraq (5) Kuwait
Q.147. Who has been appointed as Special Secretary 

(Internal Security) in the Home Ministry?
 (1) Madhukar Shetty (2) A P Maheshwari
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 (3) Anish Prasad  (4) Abhay Singh

 (5) Dinkar Gupta

Q.148. Who has become the number 1 in latest ICC 
women's ODI rankings?

 (1) Meg Lanning  (2) Amy Satterthwaite

 (3) Mithali Raj  (4) Smriti Mandhana

 (5) Ellyse Perry

Q.149. Who has won the IDBI Federal Life Insurance 
Kolkata Marathon?

 (1) Anjali Saraogi (2) Lalita Babar

 (3)  Sudha Singh  (4) OP Jaisha

 (5) Madhumita Singh

Q.150. According to the finance ministry, India's economic 
growth is expected to accelerate to ______ per 
cent in 2019-20?

 (1) 7.4 (2) 7.5 (3) 7.6

 (4) 7.7 (5) 7.8

Q.151. MP and senior leader, Ladu Kishore Swain passed 
away. He was associated to which party?

 (1) Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP)

 (2) Biju Janata Dal (BJD)

 (3) Janata Dal (JD)

 (4) Samajwadi Party (SP)

 (5) Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)

Q.152. Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador 
of India to Colombia?

 (1) Sanjiv Ranjan 

 (2) V. A. Shrikumar Menon

 (3) Navdeep Singh Suri

 (4) Vinay Kumar

 (5) Harsh Vardhan Shringla

Q.153. India has signed a MoU with which country to 
foster relations in the field of coal mining and 
clean coal technologies?

 (1) China (2) Venezuela (3) Poland

 (4) Thailand (5) Malaysia

Q.154. Veteran actor Ramesh Bhatkar passed away. He 
was related to which of the given -

 (1) Bhojpuri (2) Gujarati (3) Telegu

 (4) Kanada (5) Marathi

Q.155. Who was nominated by U.S. President Donald 
Trump as Head of the Department of Interior?

 (1) Reince Priebus (2) David Bernhardt
 (3) John Kelly  (4) Katie Walsh
 (5) Kirstjen Nielsen
Q.156. Who has assumed charge as the Director General 

of National Cadet Corps (DGNCC)?
 (1) B S Sahrawat  (2) A Chakravarty
 (3) Rajeev Chopra (4) Vinod Vashisht
 (5) P P Malhotra
Q.157. The Andhra Pradesh government has partnered 

with private sports management firm TENVIC, 
to promote sports culture in the state. Who is the 
owner of TENVIC?

 (1) Anil Kumble  (2) Virat Kohli
 (3) Saurav Ganguly (4) Sachin Tendulkar
 (5) MS Dhoni
Q.158. Which State Government will launch a 'Pravasi 

Dividend Pension Scheme' to provide regular 
pension to its Non-Residents?

 (1) West Bengal  (2) Kerala
 (3) Tamil Nadu  (4) Assam
 (5) Gujarat
Q.159. Ujjivan Small Finance Bank (SFB) announced 

the launch of Ujjivan Bank Kisan Suvidha loan to 
offer financial credit services to small and marginal 
farmers. Where is its Headquarters?

 (1) Kolkata  (2) Chennai 
 (3) Bengaluru  (4) Mumbai 
 (5) Pune
Q.160. Who has been declared as the winner of the Centre 

of International Modern Art (CIMA) Award?
 (1) Aarti Sunder  (2) Prabhakar Pachpute
 (3) Hardeep Pandhal (4) Shashikant Patil
 (5) Dheer Kaku
Q.161. Who took over as the managing director and chief 

executive officer of the Corporation Bank and 
become the first woman to hold this post in the 
bank?

 (1) Archana Bhargava (2) P V Bharathi
 (3) Kalpana Morparia (4) Kaku Nakhate
 (5) Naina Lal Kidwai

W E B Griffin, veteran author of military novels, has died. He was 89.
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Q.162. Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid foundation 

stones for several development projects, including 
an All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
and an Indian Institute of Mass Communication 
(IIMC), in___.

 (1) Leh (2) Akhnoor (3) Jammu
 (4) Basholi (5) Katra
Q.163. Dinesh Bhatia has been appointed as the next 

Ambassador of India to which country?
 (1) Indonesia (2) Argentina (3) Japan
 (4) Nepal (5) Kuwait
Q.164. Where did Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid 

the foundation stone of the first-ever university 
Jammu and Kashmir?

 (1) Ladakh Region 
 (2) Kashmir Valley Division
 (3) Jammu Division
 (4) Udhampur District
 (5) Anantnag District
Q.165. Who has been appointed as the new CBI Director 

for a period of two years?
 (1) Alok Verma  (2) Rakesh Asthana
 (3) Javeed Ahmed (4) Rishi Kumar Shukla
 (5) Parminder Rai
Q.166. Which country have set up a payment channel with 

Iran called INSTEX, to help continue trade and 
circumvent US sanctions?

 (1) Germany (2) France (3) UK
 (4) All of these (5) None of these
Q.167. Who has been appointed as Nepal’s ambassador to 

India?
 (1) Nilambar Acharya
 (2) KP Sharma Oli
 (3) Deep Kumar Upadhyay
 (4) Neelkantha Uprety
 (5) Bhagwan Sahay
Q.168. Who has won the Laureus World Sportsman of the 

Year Award for the fourth time?
 (1) Simon Briggs (2) Roger Federer
 (3) Novak Djokovic (4) Karen Khachanov
 (5) Rafael Nadal

Q.169. Which veteran author of military novels died 
recently?

 (1) Walt Whitman (2) W E B Griffin
 (3) Gertrude Stein (4) Joseph Heller
 (5) Roald Dahl
Q.170. Reserve Bank of India board has decided to 

transfer interim surplus of __ to the government 
for the half year ended December 31, 2018.

 (1) `100,000 crore (2) `80,000 crore
 (3) `41,000 crore (4) `33,000 crore
 (5) `28,000 crore
Q.171. Wallace Smith Broecker, a climate scientist died 

recently. He is credited for who popularising the 
term.

 (1) Poverty  (2) Global warming
 (3) Diminishing Return (4) Globalisation
 (5) Third World
Q.172. Raigarh Municipal Corporation won the 

"Swachhata Excellence awards 2019". In which 
state is it located?

 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Bihar
 (3) Chhattisgarh  (4) Rajasthan
 (5) Kerala
Q.173. Who is the Union Minister of Steel?
 (1) Chaudhary Birender Singh
 (2) Harsh Vardhan   
 (3) Prakash Javadekar  
 (4) Dharmendra Pradhan   
 (5) Piyush Goyal
Q.174. Who has announced his retirement from One-Day 

Internationals after the ICC Cricket World Cup 
2019, which is to be held in England and Wales?

 (1) Chris Gayle  (2) Virat Kohli
 (3) MS Dhoni  (4) Fidel Edwards
 (5) Prithvi Shaw
Q.175. Who has introduced Electronic Cargo Tracking 

System (ECTS) to facilitate transport of Nepal 
bound transit containers from Kolkata/Haldia 
port?

 (1) CBDT (2) CBEC (3) IRDA
 (4) CBI (5) FCI

Kim Kumari of New Jersey has won the ‘Miss India USA 2019’ title.
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Q.176. _____ and Saudi Centre for International Strategic 
Partnerships (SCISP) have agreed to provide 
continuing momentum to the India-Saudi Arabia 
Strategic Partnership.

 (1) MEA

 (2) Defence Ministry

 (3) Election Commission

 (4) NITI Aayog

 (5) CBI

Q.177. Which organisation has appointed Chandramouli 
Ramanathan as Assistant Secretary-General in 
Management Strategy department?

 (1) World Bank

 (2) United Nation

 (3) International Monetary Fund

 (4) World Trade Organisation

 (5) International Labour organisation

Q.178. Which organisation has won the 'Laureus Sport for 
Good award'?

 (1) Yuwa  (2) Peta

 (3) Barkha  (4) Prakriti

 (5) Dhara

Q.179. Who has won the women's singles title of 83rd 
Senior National Badminton championship?

 (1) Meena Shah   (2) P. V. Sindhu

 (3) Saina Nehwal (4) Kanwal Thakar Singh

 (5) Ameeta Singh

Q.180. Who has won the Men's singles title of 83rd Senior 
National Badminton championship?

 (1) Lakshya Sen  (2) Sourabh Verma 

 (3) Aditya Prakash (4) B. Sai Praneeth

 (5) Venkat Gaurav Prasad

Q.181. Who has become the first woman flight engineer?

 (1) Hina Jaiswal   (2) Avani Chaturvedi

 (3) Mohana Singh (4) Bhawana Kanth

 (5) Anjali Gupta

Q.182. Fourth Agri Leadership Summit was held in 
Gannaur. In which state is Gannaur?

 (1) Kerala (2) Karnataka (3) Goa

 (4) Haryana (5) Punjab

Q.183. Who has won the women's singles tennis title of 
Qatar Open?

 (1) Simona Halep 
 (2) Caroline Wozniacki
 (3) Ashleigh Barty 
 (4) Elise Mertens
 (5) Karolína Pliskova
Q.184. Recently Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of 
projects worth over __in Bihar, including the long-
awaited Patna Metro Rail Project. 

 (1) `10,000 crore (2) `7,000 crore
 (3) `41,000 crore (4) `62,000 crore
 (5) `33,000 crore
Q.185. Who is the President of Argentina?
 (1) Evo Morales  (2) Michel Temer
 (3) Sebastián Piñera (4) Mauricio Macri
 (5) Iván Duque Márquez
Q.186. Which edition of the Munich Security Conference 

(MSC) recently took place?
 (1) 55th (2) 47th (3) 21st 
 (4) 50th (5) 15th
Q.187. India has raised the basic customs duty to __ per 

cent on all goods imported from Pakistan?
 (1) 50 (2) 300 (3) 500
 (4) 200 (5) 100
Q.188. Who won the 50 km event in the 6th Open National 

Race Walking Championship?
 (1) Manish Singh Rawat 
 (2) Jitendra Singh Rathore
 (3) Sandeep Kumar
 (4) Shanti Kumari
 (5) Eknath Sambhaji
Q.189. Which city will host the National Ranking Archery 

tournament?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Kolkata (3) Hyderabad
 (4) Bengaluru (5) Lucknow
Q.190. Where was International Pacific Asia Travel 

Association (PATA) conference held?
 (1) Rishikesh (2) Badrinath (3) Varanasi
 (4) Prayagraj (5) Hampi
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The Union Cabinet gave ex-post facto approval to the agreement between India and the Organization 

for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) for participating in the Programme for 
International Students Assessment (PISA), which will be conducted by OECD in 2021.
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ANSWER KEY

Q.191. Which country emerged as winners in the team 
event at the first Mallakhamb World Championship 
that concluded in Mumbai?

 (1) India (2) China (3) Japan
 (4) Italy (5) Spain
Q.192. Where did PM Narendra Modi laid the foundation 

stone and inaugurated hospitals and College built 
at a cost of more than Rs 3306 crore?

 (1) Bihar  (2) Jharkhand
 (3) Chhattisgarh  (4) Kerala
 (5) Nagaland
Q.193. Sushil Chandra has been appointed as an Election 

Commissioner. He was the chairman of which of 
the following organisation?

 (1) Central Board of Direct Taxes
 (2) Enforcement directorate
 (3) Central Bureau of Investigation

 (4) National Investigation Agency
 (5) Reserve Bank of India
Q.194. Who has been appointed as the chairman of 

Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)?
 (1) Kailasavadivoo Sivan
 (2) V K Sharma
 (3) Pramod Chandra Mody
 (4) Rajnish Kumar
 (5) Harsh Kumar Bhanwala
Q.195. Who have been named as the International Hockey 

Federation's (FIH) Players of the Year for 2018?
 (1) Eva de Goede
 (2) Arthur Van Doren
 (3) TerryTerry Sawchuk
 (4) Both 1&2
 (5) All of these
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Q.1.  What are the Highest Common Factor and Lowest 
Common Multiple of 6, 72, 120?

 (a) 12, 180  (b) 6, 360
 (c) 360, 6  (d)  12, 360
Q.2.  If a quadratic polynomial y = ax2 +bx+c intersects x 

axis at a and b, then
  (a) a + b = -b/a  (b) a + b = a/b 
 (c) a × b = a/c  (d) a / b = 1
Q.3.  If in two linear equations ax + by = c and dx + ey = 

f and a/d = b/e = c/f then, which of the following is 
true about the two equations?

 (a) They represent intersecting lines. 
 (b) They represent coincident lines.
 (c) Have a unique solution.
 (d) None of these
Q.4.  Roots of the quadratic equations 2x2+x-528=0 is:
  (a) 16  (b) -33/2
 (c) Both a & b (d) None of these
Q.5.  Sum of all positive integers from 1 to 100 is: 
  (a) 5050  (b) 5020 (c) 10800  (d) 2400 
Q.6.  If area of similar triangles D ABC and D DEF be 

64 sq cm and 121 sq cm and EF = 15.4 cm then BC 
equals:

 (a) 8 cm  (b) 18 cm  (c) 11.2 cm  (d) 8.2 cm
Q.7.  Area of a triangle with vertices at (2, 3), (-1,0) and 

(2, -4) is : 
 (a) 21/2 cm  (b) 21/2 sq units
 (c) 21 sq units (d) None of these
Q.8.  2tan 30°/(1+tan230°) equals:
 (a) sin 60°   (b) cos 60° 
 (c) tan 60°   (d) sin 30°
Q.9.  The angle of elevation of the top of a tower from a 

point on ground which is 30 meters. away from the 
foot of the tower is 30°. Height of the tower is :

 (a) 10/ 3 meters (b) 10 3 meters
 (c) 100 meters (d) 20 meters
Q.10.  The length of a tangent from a point A at a distance 

5 cms. from the centre of the circle is 4 cms. Radius 
of the circle is :

SECURITY ASSISTANT/EXE EXAMINATION-2018 (TIER-I)

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh has inaugurated a national cyber forensic lab and the Delhi 
Police’s cybercrime unit Cyber Protection Awareness and Detection Centre (CyPAD).

 (a) 2 cms   (b) 3 cms

 (c) 3 cms   (d) 3 /2 cms
Q.11.  Length of a minute hand of a clock is 14 cms. Area 

swept by the minute hand in 5 minutes is:
 (a) 154 sq cms  (b) 154/3 sq cms

 (c) 210 sq cms (d)  154/ 3 sq cms
Q.12.  A metallic sphere of radius 4.2 cms. is melted and 

recast into the shape of a cylinder of radius 6 cms. 
Height of the resultant cylinder would be:

 (a) 110 cms   (b) 3.84 cms
 (c) 30 cms   (d) 2.74 cms
Q.13.  A box contains 3 blue, 2 white and 4 red marbles. If 

a marble is drawn at random from the box, what is 
the probability that it would be white.

 (a) Cannot be determined  (b) 1
 (c) 7/9   (d) 2/9
Q.14.  Which of the following cannot be the probability of 

an event?
 (a) 2/3  (b) -1.5  (c) 15%  (d) 0.7
Q.15.  Mean of a grouped data calculated using direct 

method, assumed mean method or step deviation 
method: 

 (a) Is the same (b) Varies slightly
 (c) Has huge variation (d) None of these
Q.16.  Which of the following is a Prime Number?
 (a) 12  (b) 7  (c) 9 (d) 4
Q.17. If polynomial P(x)= x3 - 3x2 + 5x-3 is divided by 

polynomial G (x) = x2-2, the quotient and remainder 
are:

 (a) x-3, 7x-9  (b) x, 7x  (c) x-3, 7x  (d) x, 7x-9

Q.18. If in triangle ABC, if side AB=6/ 3 , AC=12 and 
BC=6, then angle B equals: 

 (a) 120°  (b) 60°  (c) 90° (d) 45 °
Q.19.  What are the coordinates of the point which divides 

the line joining (-1, 7) and (4, -3) in the ratio 2:3 ?
 (a) (7,4)  (b) (9, 9) (c) (1, 3)  (d) (4, 7)
Q.20.  Volume of a cone with radius r and height h is :
 (a) rh2  (b) pr2h/2  (c) prh/3  (d) pr2h/3
Q.21.  International Day of Yoga is celebrated annually on:
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Union Culture Minister Mahesh Sharma has inaugurated India's first 'fulldome 3D Digital Theatre' at 
the Science City, Kolkata.

 (a) 21 June  (b) 10 December
 (c) 21 July  (d) 21 September
Q.22.  City of lakes' in India is:
 (a) Lucknow   (b) Chandigarh
 (c) Bengaluru (d) Udaipur
Q.23.  Which of the diseases is not caused by virus?
 (a) TB   (b) Chickenpox
 (c) Dengue   (d) Polio 
Q.24.  How many states are there in India? 
 (a) 26  (b) 28  (c) 27  (d) 29
Q.25.  During Akbar's regime, who carried out land 

revenue reforms:
 (a) Mann Singh  (b) Todar Mal
 (c) Birbal  (d) Tansen 
Q.26.  Which of the following is the unit of heat?
 (a) Joule  (b) Ohm  (c) Ampere (d) Volt
Q.27.  Who among the following is the future Buddha that 

is yet to come?
 (a) Lokes Varna (b) Maitreya
 (c) Laughing Buddha (d) Chanakya 
Q.28.  Jaundice is caused due to malfunctioning of ?
 (a) Liver (b) Stomach (c) Pancreas (d) Kidney 
Q.29.  Tsangpo river flowing through Tibet is known in 

India as: 
 (a) Brahmputra (b) Ganges 
 (c) Sutlej  (d) Beas
Q.30.  Yuri Gagarin, the first cosmonaut to reach space, 

was from which country?
 (a) UK (b) Japan  (c) China (d) Russia
Q.31.  What is boiling point of water in Fahrenheit?
 (a) 100°F  (b) 32°F  (c) 212°F  (d) 0°F
Q.32.  Kalibangan, the Indus Valley site, is in:
 (a) Rajasthan  (b) Gujarat
 (c) Madhya Pradesh  (d) Uttar Pradesh
Q.33.  Who was the founder of Banaras Hindu University?
 (a) Sukumar Dey
 (b) Madan Mohan Malviya
 (c) Dr. Rajendra Prasad
 (d) Motilal Nehru

Q.34.  Where do you find the temple of Angkorwat?
 (a) Thailand   (b) Malaysia
 (c) Combodia  (d) Myanmar
Q.35. Which of the following can cause a Tsunami?
 (a) Volcano   (b) Avalanche
 (c) Tornado   (d) Earthquake
Q.36.  The Bhakra Dam in India is built on:
 (a) Beas River  (b) Jhelum River
 (c) Sutluj River  (d) Ghagra River 
Q.37.  Who wrote 'Ramcharitmanas?
 (a) Tulsidas (b) Vedvyas  (c) Kalidas  (d) Panini
Q.38.  The river known as Ganges of the South is:
 (a) Godavari   (b) Krishna
 (c) Kaveri  (d) None of these
Q.39.  Where is the Tungbhadra Sanctuary located?
 (a) MP  (b) UP
 (c) Karnataka (d) WB
Q.40.  Where is Nanda Devi Mountain? 
 (a) Uttrakhand (b) Rajasthan
 (c) Himachal Pradesh (d) Arunachal Pradesh
Q.41.  Jaya Samhita is the original name of
 (a) Ramayana (b) Bhagwat Gita
 (c) Panchtantra (d) Mahabharata
Q.42.  Rickets is caused due to deficiency of? 
 (a) Vitamin D (b) Vitamin K
 (c) Vitamin B12 (d) Vitamin A
Q.43.  Who was the first woman speaker of Lok Sabha? 
 (a) Sumitra Mahajan  (b) Najma Heptullah 

(c) Meira Kumar (d) Paratibha Patil
Q.44.  With which sport is term Butterfly associated with:
 (a) Kabaddi  (b) Cricket
 (c) Football  (d) Swimming
Q.45.  The resolution for removal of Vice President of 

India should be moved in: 
 (a) Lok Sabha (b) Rajya Sabha
 (c) Either of the Houses (d) None of these
Q.46.  What happens when dilute hydrochloric acid is 

added to iron fillings?
 (a) Hydrogen gas and iron chloride are produced 
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 (b) Chlorine gas and iron hydroxide are produced
 (c) No reaction takes place
 (d) Iron salt and water are produced 
Q.47.  A solution turns red litmus paper blue. Its Ph is 

likely to be:
 (a) 1 (b) 4 (c) 5  (d) 10
Q.48.  An element reacts with oxygen to give a compound 

with a high melting point. This compound is also 
soluble in water. The element is likely to be:

 (a) Calcium  (b) Carbon  (c) Silicon  (d) Iron
Q.49.  While cooking, if the bottom of the vessel is getting 

blackened on the outside, it means that :
 (a) The food is not cooked completely
 (b) The fuel is not burning completely
 (c) The fuel is wet
 (d) The fuel is burning completely
Q.50.  Which of the following statements is not correct 

about the trend when going from left to right across 
the periods of the periodic table:

 (a) The elements become less metallic in nature
 (b) The number of valence electrons increase
 (c) Atoms lose their electron more easily
 (d) Oxides of the element become more acidic
Q.51. Kidneys in human beings are a part of the system 

for:
 (a) Nutrition  (b) Respiration
 (c) Excretion  (d) Transportation 
Q.52.  The gap between two neurons is called a:
 (a) Dendrite   (b) Synapse 
 (c) Axon   (d) Impulse
Q.53.  In a plant, the anther contains:
 (a) Sepals   (b) Ovules
 (c) Pistil  (d) Pollen grains
Q.54.  In evolutionary terms, we have more in common 

with:
 (a) A Chinese school boy  (b) Chimpanzee
 (c) Spider  (d) Bacterium 
Q.55.  Which of the following material cannot be used to 

make a lens? 
 (a) Water (b) Glass (c) Plastic (d) Clay
Q.56.  The human eyes form the image of an object at its:

 (a) Cornea (b) Iris (c) Pupil (d) Retina
Q.57. Which of the following terms does not represent 

electric power in a circuit?
 (a) I2R  (b) IR2  (c) VI  (d) V2/R
Q.58. The device used for producing electric current is 

called: 
 (a) Generator  (b) Galvanometer
 (c) Amrmeter  (d) Motor
Q.59.  Which of the following is not an example of bio-

mass energy source?
 (a) Wood  (b) Gobar gas
 (c) Nuclear energy (d) coal
Q.60.  Which of the following constitute a food chain?
 (a) Grass, Wheat and Mango
 (b) Grass, Goat and Human
 (c) Goat, Cow and Elephant
 (d) Grass, Fish and Goat 
For question nos. 61-70, complete the sentence by 
choosing the most appropriate option from those given 
below: 

Q.61. Pleasure and pain are inseparable facets....... human 
existence. 

 (a) in  (b) on  (c) of (d) by 
Q.62.  Is there .......... fitness centre near your house?
 (a) an   (b) the 
 (c) a  (d) none of these
Q.63. He has hardly read.......book.
 (a) many   (b) all
 (c) the   (d) none of these
Q.64.  .........of pain is real and affects one's body, mind and 

spirit.
 (a) Experiencing  (b) Experience
 (c) Experienced  (d) none of these
Q.65. He drove with.......care and hence was fined by 

Traffic Police.
 (a) much   (b) little
 (c) all  (d) none of these
Q.66.  .....cultural diversity attracts tourists from all over 

the world.
 (a) India's   (b) India
 (c) Both (a) & (b)  (d) none of these



MICA  APRIL 2019108

INTELLIGENCE BUREAU Security assistant Exam 2018

India and Morocco signed four MoUs include setting up of Joint Working Group on Counter 
Terrorism, Cooperation in Housing and Human Settlement, Reciprocal facilitation of procedures for 

issue of Business Visa and Cooperation in Youth Matters. 

Q.67.  I have been to ......doctor, whose name figured in the 
Times of India.

 (a) the   (b) an 
 (c) any   (d) none of these
Q.68.  The......monkeys that escaped from the Delhi Zoo 

were found eating bananas in a fruit shop.
 (a) many   (b) three
 (c) all   (d) different
Q.69.  We are........to go out for a picnic tomorrow.
 (a) plan (b) planning  (c) plans  (d) think
Q.70.  The train must........reached Delhi by now.
 (a) has   (b) had 
 (c) have   (d) none of these
For question nos. 71-75, select the word spelled 
incorrectly.

Q.71.  (a) mischeif (b) belief  (c) thief  (d) grief.
Q.72. (a) familiar  (b) sin
 (c) hammer   (d) grammer
Q.73. (a) focal  (b) vocal  (c) vehical  (d) local
Q.74. (a) carpenter   (b) denteist
 (c) doctor   (d) plumber 
Q.75. (a) volkano   (b) crater
 (c) lava   (d) earth
For question no. 76-80, please choose one of the 4 
alternatives that can be substituted for the given 
sentence. 

Q.76. A person who believes in God.
 (a) Theist   (b) Cynic
 (c) Atheist   (d) none of these
Q.77.  Story of an individual by himself.
 (a) biography  (b) autobiography
 (c) history   (d) none of these
Q.78.  A book or paper written in hand. 
 (a) edition   (b) draft
 (c) manuscript  (d) none of these
Q.79.  A number of ships.
 (a) fleet   (b) galaxy
 (c) constellation  (d) group
Q.80.  A young cow.
 (a) bovine   (b) herd

 (c) calf  (d) none of these
For question nos. 81-85, find the odd one out of the 
choices given therein.

Q.81. (a) Vindhya   (b) Satpura
 (c) Aravali  (d) Dal Lake 
Q.82.  (a) Ganga   (b) Yamuna
 (c) Brahmputra (d) Kaveri
Q.83. (a) Ammeter   (b) Thermometer
 (c) Barometer  (d) Temperature 
Q.84. (a) Mango  (b) apple
 (c) potato  (d) blackberry
Q.85.  (a) Aizawal  (b) Itanagar
 (c) Tripura  (d) Shillong
For question nos. 86-90, each question contains a pair 
of words. Find the relationship between these two 
words. Then choose from the options given in which the 
relationship is almost similar. 

Q.86.  Copper : metal 
 (a) engine : car  (b) Furniture : wood
 (c) Pen: pencil (d) Pepper: spice 
Q.87. Granary : wheat
 (a) lake: water (b) wine: grapes
 (c) gallery: art (d) Archive : documents 
Q.88.  Albania : Europe 
 (a) Sydney : Australia
 (b) Congo : South America
 (c) Bengaluru : India
 (d) Cote d' Ivoire : Africa 
Q.89.  Uranium : Nuclear power plant
 (a) coal : washery
 (b) sand : sea
 (c) coal : thermal power plant
 (d) steam : furnace
Q.90.  Hallkar: cow
 (a) dachshund : dog (b) Gir: lion
 (c) goat: lamb (d) mule : horse 
Q.91. In the number series, what number should come 

next? 7, 10, 8, 11, 9, 12, .....
 (a) 11  (b) 15 (c) 14  (d) 10
Q.92. What comes next R, U, X, A, D, ...?
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 (a) F (b) G  (c) H (d) I
Q.93.  If the 7th day of a month is 3 days earlier than 

Friday, then what day will be on the 19th day of the 
month?

 (a) Sunday   (b) Monday
 (c) Wednesday (d) Friday 
Q.94.  If EARN is related to RANE and BOND is related 

to NODB, in the same way TEAR is related to:
 (a) ATRE  (b) AERT  (c) ARFT  (d) REAT
Q.95.  Average age of a father and his son is 22 years. Ratio 

of their age is 10:1, what is the age of the son?
 (a) 24 years (b) 4 years (c) 40 years (d) 6 years
For question nos. 96-100, each question comprises of a 
statement and two conclusions (I) and (II). Assuming 
that the statement is true, which of the conclusions 
follow logically from the statement?

Q.96. Statement :
 In a one day cricket match, a team made 200 runs, 

out of which 160 runs were made by spinners.
 Conclusions :
 (I) 80% of team consists of spinners.
 (II) Opening batsmen were spinners. 
 (a) Only conclusion (I) follows
 (b) Only conclusion (II) follows
 (c) Neither (I) nor (II) follows 
 (d) Both (I) & (II) follow
Q.97. Statement :
 The old order changeth yielding place to new.
 Conclusions: 
 (I) Change is the law of nature.
 (II) Discard old ideas because they are old. 
 (a) Only conclusion (I) follows
 (b) Only conclusion (II) follows
 (c) Neither (I) nor (II) follows 
 (d) Both (I) & (II) follow

Q.98. Statement : 
 Because of growth in production of Aluminium by 

National Aluminium Company, India has become 
self-sufficient in Aluminium. 

 Conclusions: 
 (I) Previously India had to import Aluminium. 
 (II) At this rate, India may start exporting Aluminium.
 (a) Only conclusion (I) follows
 (b) Only conclusion (II) follows
 (c) Neither (I) nor (II) follows 
 (d) Both (I) & (II) follow
Q.99. Statement :
 All mangoes are golden in colour.
 No golden coloured things are cheap.
 Conclusions:
 (I) All mangoes are cheap.
 (II) Golden coloured mangoes are not cheap.
 (a) Only conclusion (I) follows
 (b) Only conclusion (II) follows
 (c) Neither (I) nor (II) follows 
 (d) Both (I) & (II) follow
Q.100. Statement:
 Jade plant has thick leaves and it requires little 

water.
 Conclusions:
 (I) All plants with thick leaves require little water.
 (II) Jade plant may grow in places where water is 

not in abundance. 
 (a) Only conclusion (I) follows
 (b) Only conclusion (II) follows
 (c) Neither (I) nor (II) follows 
 (d) Both (I) & (II) follow
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Gujarat Government has formed the "Transgender Welfare Board" to provide social security to 
Transgender community.

EXplANATION SECURITY ASSISTANT/EXE EXAMINATION-2018 (TIER-I)

Q.1.(b) 6 = 2×3
 72 = 2×2×2×3×3
 120=2×2×2×3×5
 H.C.F. = 6
 L.C.M. = 360
Q.2.(a) y = ax2+bx+c
 Interseting at x-axis so y=0
 α2a+αb+c=0
 β2a+βb+c=0
 On solving

 α+β = - 

Q.3.(c) ax+by = c
 dx + ey = f

 coincident = 

 Parallel  

 Intersecting 

Q.4.(c) 2x2 +x–528=0 
 2x2+33x–32x–528=0
 2x(x–16) + 33(x–16) = 0

 x = 16, 

Q.5.(a) Sum of First 'n' term = 

 

Q.6.(c) 

 

 BC =  = 11.2 cm.

Q.7.(b) ( ) ( ) ( )x y y x y y x y y1 2 3 2 3 1 3 1 2
1
2

 ∆ = − + − + − 

 

  sq. unit.

Q.8.(a) 

 

 = 2sin30.cos30
 = sin60
Q.9.(b) 

 tan30 = 

 

 

Q.10.(b) 

O

B A

  = 3 cm.

Q.11.(b) Angle form in 5 minute = 

 area = 

 

  sq. unit.
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Q.12.(d) VS = Vcy

 

r r h3 24
3

π = π

 

 h = 2.74 cms.
Q.13.(d) B = 3  R = 4  W = 2

 
(w)

CP
C

2
1

9
1

2
9

= =

Q.14.(b) 

Q.15.(a)

Q.16.(b) 16=2×2×2×2
 7 = 7×1
 9 = 3×3
 4= 2×2 

Q.17.(a) (x3 - 3x2 + 5x - 3) ÷ (x2 - 2)
 quotient =  (x - 3)
 remainder = (7x – 9)

Q.18.(c) 

  = 0
 B = 90o

Q.19.(c) (x, y)= 

 = (1, 3)

Q.20.(d) V = area of base × height

  
Q.21.(a) International Day of Yoga, or commonly and 

unofficially referred to as Yoga Day, is celebrated 
annually on 21 June since its inception in 2015. 

Q.22.(d) Udaipur, or the City of Sunrise, has been built 
around four man-made lakes, and is definitely 
one of the most beautiful cities in India.

Q.23.(a) Tuberculosis is caused by bacteria that spread 
from person to person through microscopic 
droplets released into the air. 

Q.24.(d) There are 29 states and 7 Union territories in the 

India.
Q.25.(b) Raja Todar Mal introduced standard weights and 

measures, a land survey and settlement system. 
This system of maintenance by Patwari is still 
used in Indian Subcontinent. Raja Todar Mal, 
as finance minister of Akbar, introduced a new 
system of revenue known as zabt and a system 
of taxation called dahshala.

Q.26.(a) As a form of energy, heat has the unit joule in 
the International System of Units (SI). 

Q.27.(b) According to Buddhist tradition, Maitreya is 
a bodhisattva who will appear on Earth in the 
future, achieve complete enlightenment, and 
teach the pure dharma.

Q.28.(a)

Q.29.(a)

Q.30.(d) Yuri Alekseyevich Gagarin was a Soviet pilot 
and cosmonaut. He became the first human to 
journey into outer space.

Q.31.(c) 212°F
Q.32.(a) Kalibangān is a town located at Hanumangarh 

District, Rajasthan. 
Q.33.(b) Mahamana Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya was 

an Indian educationist and politician known for 
his role in the Indian independence movement 
and as the four times president of Indian National 
Congress.

Q.34.(c) Angkor Wat is a temple complex in Cambodia 
and one of the largest religious monuments in 
the world.

Q.35.(d) A tsunami is a series of large waves generated 
by an abrupt movement on the ocean powerful 
undersea earthquakes are responsible for most 
tsunamis.

Q.36.(c)

Q.37.(a)

Q.38.(a)

Q.39.(c)

Q.40.(a)

Q.41.(d)

Q.42.(a)

Q.43.(c)

Q.44.(d)

Q.45.(b)
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Q.46.(a) When solid iron filings are added to dilute 
aqueous Hydrochloric acid, then Iron (II)chloride 
or ferrous chloride is formed, with the liberation 
of Hydrogen gas- 

 Fe (s) + 2HCl (aq) ------> FeCl2(aq) + H2 (g)
Q.47.(d)  Since the solution turns red litmus blue, the 

solution is alkaline. Basic solution has a pH value 
more than 7. The only option which is greater 
than 7 is 10, therefore the pH would be 10.

Q.48.(a)  Calcium reacts with oxygen and forms calcium 
oxide. This calcium oxide reacts with water and 
forms calcium hydroxide, which is soluble in 
water. The melting point of calcium oxide is 
nearly 2,500 oC.

Q.49.(b)  Incomplete combustion occurs when the supply 
of air or oxygen is poor. Water is still produced, 
but carbon monoxide and carbon are produced 
instead of carbon dioxide. The carbon is released 
as soot . This blackens the bottom of the vessel.

Q.50.(c)  When we move from left to right across the 
periods in the periodic table, the tendency to 
loose electrons decreases, not increases because 
electronegativity increases.  

Q.51.(c)  Excretion is a process by which metabolic waste 
is eliminated from an organism. In vertebrates 
this is primarily carried out by the lungs, kidneys 
and skin. 

Q.52.(b)  The gap between two neurons is known as 
synapse.

Q.53.(d)   Anther is a part of the stamen where pollen are 
produced. A stamen typically consists of a stalk 
called the filament and an anther which contains 
microsporangia responsible for producing 
pollens.

Q.54.(a)  Chinese school boy is a member of same species 
that we are of i.e., Homo sapiens. It is the 
environment that has caused some morphological 
variations.

Q.55.(d)  For a material to be used for making lens it must 
be transparent. Clay can't be used to make a lens 
because it is a non-transparent material.

Q.56.(d)  Image forming part of the human eye is retina. 
Retina is the inside lining of the eye which is 
covered by special light-sensing cells. It converts 
light into electrical impulses. Behind the eye, 
optic nerve carries these impulses to the brain. 
The macula is a small extra-sensitive area in the 
retina that gives you central vision.

Q.57.(b)  Power in electric circuit is given by P = VI
 Also since  P = I2R  (since V=IR) 
 This can also be written as P = I2R2/R = (IR)2/R 

= V2/R
Q.58.(a)  Electric current is produced by electric 

generator which converts mechanical energy into 
electricity.

Q.59.(c)  Nuclear energy is obtained from radioactive 
elements not from biomass. Coal, wood and 
gobar gas are obtained from bimass. 

Q.60.(b)  Grass, Goat and Human forms a food chain 
because Goat feeds on  grass and Human feeds 
on Goat.

Q.61.(c)

Q.62.(c)

Q.63.(c)

Q.64.(b)

Q.65.(b)

Q.66.(a)

Q.67.(a)

Q.68.(b)

Q.69.(b)

Q.70.(c)

Q.71.(a)

Q.72.(d)

Q.73.(c)

Q.74.(b)

Q.75.(a)

Q.76.(a) Cynic - a person who is negative about others.
 Atheist - who does not believe in God
Q.77.(b) Biography - story of an individual written by 

others.
 History - the past events.
Q.78.(c) 
Q.79.(a) Galaxy - group of stars
 Constellation - group of stars that forms an 

imaginery outline.
Q.80.(c) Bovine - quality of cattle.
 Herd - group of animals.
Q.81.(d)  Except Dal lake, All other the name of the 

mountain.
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Q.82.(d)  Except Kaveri, All other river are same.
Q.83.(d)  Except Temperature, All others are measure 

instruments.
Q.84.(c)  Except Potato, All other are fruits.
Q.85.(c)  Tripura (Rest options are capital of states)
Q.86.(d)  Copper is related to Metal same as Pepper is 

related to Spice.
Q.87.(d)  Granary is related to Wheat same as Archive is 

related to Documents.
Q.88.(d)  Albania is related to Europe same as Cote d’ 

Ivoire is related to Africa.
Q.89.(c)  Uranium is related to Nuclear power plant same 

as Coal is related to Thermal power plant. 
Q.90.(a)  Hallikar is related to the Cow same as Dachshund 

is related to dog.
Q.91.(d)  10

  
Q.92.(b) G

 

Q.93.(a)  Sunday
 Tuesday    Wednesday  Thursday      Friday
 7 Day of Month = Tuesday
 14 Day of Month = Tuesday
 21 Day of Month = Tuesday
 Sunday       Monday Tuesday
    19              20     21
Q.94.(b)  AERT
 E A R N B O N D  T E A R
 1  2  3 4 1  2  3  4  1  2  3 4
 R A N E N O D B  A E R T
 3  2  4 1 3  2  4  1  3  2  4 1
Q.95.(b) 4 years
 Father age = 10x
 Son age = x
 10x+x / 2 = 22
 10x+x = 44
 11x = 44
 x = 4
Q.96.(c)  Neither (I) nor (II) follows
Q.97.(a)  Only conclusion (I) follows
Q.98.(a)  Only conclusion (I) follows
Q.99.(b)  Only conclusion (II) follows
Q.100.(c)  Neither (I) nor (II) follows.
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38 KHEMUKA NEWS AGENCY DURG 09329023923
39 LATEST MAGAZINE CENTER JODHPUR 9314710365, 

0291-2620686
40 LIFE BOOK HOUSE BHOPAL 9826313349
41 M.L. & SONS DELHI 9868090583, 

011-32421262/ 
23362688

42 MADHAB BOOK STORE CUTTACK 9437026311
43 MALHOTRA BOOK DEPOT SHARANPUR 9897322746, 

0132-2640587

44 MANOJ NEWS AGENCY PATNA 9905271351, 
0612-2206151

45 MEHTA NEW AGENCY PATIALA 9888392289
46 MUKUND PAREKH NEWS AGENCY RAIPUR 9827145302
47 NAGPUR NEWS AGENCY NAGPUR 9881308009
48 NATHURAM SHARMA HARIDWAR 01334-253201-

250176
49 NATIONAL BOOK CENTRE NAGPUR 9371637499, 

8007290786
50 NEWS POINT ALIGARH 9568886596
51 ORISSA BOOK DISTRIBUTOR CUTTACK 9338105078, 

0671-2647049
52 OSWAL NEWS AGENCY KOTA 9352603367
53 P.C. JAIN IMPHAL 9436027526, 

0385-2451756
54 PATHAK BROTHERS NAGPUR 9823125806  

0712-2730638
55 PATWAL NEWS AGENCY HALDWANI 9756983117
56 PRASAD MAG. CENTRE JAMSEDPUR 9431526278, 

0657-2420086
57 PRASAD NEWS AGENCY GORAKHPUR 9838883666
58 PREM B/C-VIMAL FAIZABAD 9415047959
59 PT. BELI RAM & SONS AMRITSAR 0183-2550285
60 RANJAN MISHRA COMPETITION 

BOOK HOUSE
GORAKHPUR 9336409300 

8004918321
61 RAVI BOOK CENTER AHEMDABAD 9825628116
62 RAWAT CAREER ACADEMY AGRA 9319109617, 

0562-2391292
63 ROYAL PUSTAK BHANDAR MUZZFARNAGAR 9897677644
64 SAHU NEWS AGENCY JABALPUR 09425865222/ 

09301201157
65 SANDESH AGENCY PUNE 9422008348, 

020-24459361
66 SANDHARBHA VITRAN KOLHAPUR 9823377227, 

0231-2668631-
2664405

67 SANJAY NEWS AGENCY RISHIKESH 9927016595, 
0135-2430968

68 SARDAR TRILOCHAN SINGH INDORE 0731-4004101, 
9993030003

69 SARVODAY BOOK STALL JODHPUR 9829781548/ 
8107589141

70 SHANKAR COMPETITION  BOOK 
HOUSE

REWA 09826125956/ 
0983731035/ 
9407041342

71 SHARMA BOOK & STATIONARY ALWAR 9214497900
72 SHEELA BOOK CENTRE JAMMU 9419146803, 

0191-2574912, 
9419299113

73 SHIV SHAKTI PUSTKALAY ROURKELA 9861197354
74 SHIVAM BOOKS BOKARO 7870744822, 

9472792061, 
7979046645

75 SHYAM SUNDER GUPTA KANPUR 9450140350, 
0512-2328341

76 SREE AGENCY TIRUNELVELI 9443725748
77 STUDENT CORNER GORAKHPUR 9415210262, 

0551-2330337/ 
2338700

78 SUBHAS NEWS AGENCY SHIMLA 0177-2653117/ 
2201604, 
9816966944

79 SUBHAS PUS.BHANDAR LUCKNOW 0522- 2637652/ 
2637349

80 SUNIL KUMAR SINGH DHANBAD 9835196526, 
0326-3209600/ 
3209601

81 SUNRISE NEWS PAPER & MAGAZINES AURANGABAD 9765754143
82 TELANG BOOK CORNER BHOPAL 9827058587
83 VISHAL BOOK CENTER KOLKATA 03340646353
84 LAXMI NARAIN NEWS AGENCY VARANASI 9307023122
85 K.V.R MEDIA VISHAKAPATANAM 9848609293
86 BALAJI BOOKS & STATIONARY BHATINDA 9464247377
87 SHYAM BOOK STORE NELLORE 9963710104

OUR DISTRIBUTORS IN INDIA






