INDIAN
CONSTITUTION
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Development of Indian Constitution

» The “Constitution of India” is the supreme law of India.

» Itis the longest written constitution of any sovereign country in the world,
presently (2016) containing 465 Articles, 25 Parts, 12 Schedules, but the
constitution originally adopted 395 Articles, 22 Parts and 8 Schedules.

» The constitution replaced the Government of India Act, 1935 as the country's
fundamental governing document, and the Dominion of India became the
Republic of India.

» The Indian Constitution is known as a living document because it is not static
and can be amended according to requirements of the society.
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Development of Indian Constitution

» Regulating Act of 1773: Designated the Governor of Bengal as the ‘Governor-
General of Bengal’ and created an executive council of four members to assist him.

» Establishment of Supreme Court at Calcutta (1774) comprising one chief justice and
three judges.

> Pitts India Act of 1784: Distinguished between the commercial and political
function of the Company.

»Company’s territories in India were for the first time called the ‘British possession
in India’.



HRAT a4 1 Qe

> IRTTH 1813 I AR AFHIH oh SFATIR 3T T o T TR hl BISHT, Sy ohl

TSI TehTTereh X HHTH BT 73|
>33 11 T=IehT 3hl SFUSHT ol SR i ST 3ok GH o T=R 3 oh! STIHIA <)

> T T 1833 ST oh TAL-STLT ahl WA oh TTaL-SIL o ®9 H {0t & 18T

ERIRIEN
> 33T T YT Ueh {101 § Wehtehd &1 7RI 2
> Teh AT fafer ST <ht L9t Y 3T TS ATl ohl SHRT STEIRT S|




Development of Indian Constitution

Charter Act of 1813: The Company's commercial monopoly was ended, except for the
tea and opium trade and the trade with China.

Permitted Christian missionaries to propagate English and preach their religion.

» Charter Act of 1833: The Governor-General of Bengal was re-designated as the
Governor-General of India.

» The country’s administration was unified under one control.
» An Indian Law Commission was established and Lord Macaulay as its chairman.
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Development of Indian Constitution

» Charter Act 1853: For the first time, it separated the legislative and executive
functions of the Governor-General’s council.

» It added six new members called legislative councilors to the council.

» It introduced an open competition system of selection and recruitment of civil
servants.

» For the first time, it introduced local representation in the Indian (Central)
Legislative Council.
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Development of Indian Constitution

» Indian Councils Act, 1858: The Company's territories in India were to be
vested in the Queen, the Company ceasing to exercise its power and control
over these territories.

» The Queen's Principal Secretary of State received the powers and duties of
the Company's Court of Directors. A council of fifteen members was appointed
to assist the Secretary of State for India.



Constitution Development of India
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Development of Indian Constitution

»Indian Councils Act 1861: It transformed India's executive council to function as a

cabinet run on the portfolio system.

» Initiated the process of decentralization by restoring the legislative powers to the
Bombay and Madras Presidencies.

» Indian Councils Act 1909: A 1909 legislative enactment, called the Morley-Minto
reforms.

» The separate electorates where seats were reserved for Muslims and in which only
Muslims would be polled.

» The reforms established Indian dominance in the provincial, but not central,
legislative bodies.
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Development of Indian Constitution

» The Government of India Act 1919:The Imperial Legislative Council was now to

consist of two houses- the Central Legislative Assembly and the Council of State.
» The provinces were to follow the Dual Government System or Dyarchy.

» An extension of Communal franchise for Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indian and
European.

» A central public service Commissin was set up in 1926 for recruiting civil servants.
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Development of Indian Constitution
The Government of India Act 1935

The establishment of a Federal Court.
Burma was completely separated from India.
This Act divided powers between the centre and the provinces.

V.V V V VY

There were three lists which gave the subjects under each government.
1. Federal List (Centre)

2. Provincial List (Provinces)

3. Concurrent List (Both)
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Development of Indian Constitution

The Government of India Act 1947: Two new dominions were to emerge from

the Indian empire: Pakistan and India.

Conferral of complete legislative authority upon the respective Constituent
Assemblies of the two new countries.

Termination of British suzerainty over the princely states, with effect from 15
August 1947, and recognized the right of states to remain independent or
accede to either dominion.

Abolition of the use of the title "Emperor of India" by the British monarch.
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YV V

11 December 1946: President Appointed - Rajendra Prasad, vice-Chairman
Harendra Coomar Mookerjee and constitutional legal adviser B. N. Rau (initially
389 members in total, which declined to 299 after partition. out of 389 - 292
were from govt. province, 4 from chief commissioner province and 93 from

princely states).

The members of the Constituent Assembly met for the first time on 9 December
1946.

26 November 1949: 'Constitution of India’ passed and adopted by the assembly.

24 January 1950: Last meeting of Constituent Assembly. 'constitution of India’
all signed and accepted.



Constituent Assembly

> It took 2 Years, 11 Months, and 18 Days for the Constituent Assembly to finalize
the Constitution

» 13 December 1946: An 'Objective Resolution' was presented by Jawaharlal
Nehru, laying down the underlying principles of the constitution. which later
became the Preamble of the constitution.

22 July 1947: National flag adopted.

29 August 1947: Drafting Committee appointed with Dr. B. R. Ambedkar as the
Chairman. other 6 members of committee was : Munshi, Muhammed Saadulah,
Allad Krishna Swami Ayyar, Gopala Swami Ayyangar, Khaitan, Mitter.

YV V
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