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Q.1 What is the small town located south of Taj Mahal that was 

constructed to cater the needs of visitors and workmen ?  

 ताजमहल के दक्षिण में क्षथित वह छोटा सा शहर कौन सा है क्षजसका 

क्षनमााण आगंतुकों और काम करने  वालों की जरूरतों को पूरा करने के 

क्षलए क्षकया गया िा ? 

 1. Charbagh / चारबाग  

 2. Jama Masjid / जामा मक्षथजद 

 3. Shahjahanbad / शाहजहााँनाबाद 

 4. Taj Ganji / ताज गंजी 

Ans: 4 

Q.2 In which year, the Taj Mahal became a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site ? 

 ताजमहल क्षकस वर्ा, यूनेथको का एक क्षवश्व धरोहर थिल बन गया ? 

 1. 1987 2. 1984    3. 1993  4. 1983 

Ans: 4 

VOCABULARY-I 

Reconcile (v-) समाधान करना, restore friendly relations between. 

It is sometimes difficult to reconcile science and religion. 

Affiliated (adj-) संबद्ध, connected or controlled by a group of 

organizations. 

Affiliated retailers bought the goods at market price. 

Devastation(n+) तबाही,  great destruction or damage. 

The storm left behind it a trail of devastation. 

Deradicalisation (n+) कट्टरता, make someone become less extreme. 

Attempt to deradicalise the convicted terrorists were made by the 

authorities. 

Spree (n-), आनंद का उत्सव, short period of doing some activity more 

than usual. 

I went on a  shopping spree on Sunday. 

Rammed (v/adj-), ठांसना , roughly force into place. 

He rammed a stick into the ground. 

Stabbed(v/n+) छुरा घोंपा, thrust a knife or pointed weapon to wound 

or kill. 

Julius Caesar was stabbed 23 times, by his fellow court men. 

Foiling(v+) परास्त करना, prevent from succeeding, thwart. 

The brave policeman foiled the armed robbery. 



 
 

 

  
Bigger is not necessarily better 

ARTICLE OF THE DAY / 03 DECEMBER 2019 

Policies aimed solely at economic growth may fail to address more 

structural issues 

 At an election rally in Pune in October, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is reported to have said that the economy is on course 

to achieve the $5 trillion mark by 2024, a target set by him in his last Independence Day speech. 

 Having emphasised his government’s role in expanding India’s economy, Mr. Modi went on to say that the bigger the economy 

the easier it was to eradicate poverty and fulfil the aspirations of the youth. He said that India’s economy was full of 

opportunities for the youth and recent policy decisions, including tax reform and allowing foreign direct investment, would 

further boost its growth. Three pieces of evidence, all from public sources, douse this ebullient narrative. 

 First, we have the national accounts statistics showing a slowing of growth after 2016-2017. Growth has been lower in the 

following two years and has now begun slowing in successive quarters. If this continues, the attainment of the $5 trillion mark 

within the next five years is not assured. However, it is two other pieces of evidence that matter more to our assessment of the 

progress allegedly being made. They point to the possibility that the $5 trillion economy may not be such a happy destination 

whenever it may be reached. 

 Data on jobs, consumption 

 The evidence are the unemployment figures contained in the Periodic Labour Force Survey released in May and the 

consumption figures in the latest consumer expenditure survey of the National Statistics Office yet to be released. A report in 

a prominent financial daily presented the main findings of the latter, which we are informed was cleared for release in June 

but will no longer be released due to its “adverse” findings. 

 Earlier, the government had dragged its feet in releasing the employment report mentioned above. The reason for the reluctance 

is not difficult to see. These surveys report data for 2017-2018 showing unemployment to be at a 45-year high and consumption 

falling for the first time in over 40 years. 

 Between 2011-2012, the previous year of both the surveys, and 2017-2018, the unemployment rate for rural men more than 

trebled while that for urban women more than doubled. The fall in consumption is less drastic than the rise in unemployment 

and the decline is confined to rural India. 

 It is not possible to say in which year since 2011-2012 these trends have set in but it is clear that the policies of the Modi 

government aimed at expanding the size of the economy have not been able to reverse them. On the other hand, we know that 

2017-2018 was the year of the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax and followed the one in which the demonetisation 

was implemented. There is, then, prima facie evidence that some of the policies of the government have had adverse effects for 

many Indians. 

 Persisting hardship 

 The observed rise in unemployment and decline in consumption don’t just crimp growth, they both reveal persisting hardship 

in the economy and indicate that the pursuit of growth may fail to address it. The rise in unemployment is far higher in rural 

India and it is in this segment that consumption has fallen. The two policies that Mr. Modi took credit for in his Pune speech, 

namely tax reform and foreign direct investment, have no role here and can do little for the rural population. 

 Our recently derided public statistics agency has now presented data that enable an assessment of material well-being in the 

country. They converge in pointing to a poor record of the government in delivering it. We must engage with them, encourage 

them to raise their output to the global standard and to serve the public without fear or favour. 
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  Taj Mahal 

ARTICLE -1 / 03 DECEMBER 2019 

The revenue earned from the Taj Mahal in Agra went up around four times over five years 

ending in 2018-2019, according to data given by the Union Ministry of Culture to the Lok Sabha 

in the ongoing session of Parliament. 

                                                 To a question by Assam MP Badruddin Ajmal, Culture Minister 

Prahlad Singh Patel informed the House on Nov 18 that the revenue generated from the UNESCO 

World Heritage Site in 2018-2019 was ₹86,48,93,100 from 70,90,207 visitors. The previous year, the 

revenue was ₹58,76,04,981 from 65,65,627 visitors, up from ₹55,09,29,860 from 61,77,196 visitors in 

2016-2017.  

In 2015-2016, the Taj Mahal generated ₹17,92,27,050 from 50,70,573 visitors and in 2014-2015, was 

lower than ₹21,23,55,330 in 2014-2015 when 60,89,901 visitors were recorded. 

                                                 The expenditure on the maintenance of the 17th century tomb increased 

to ₹5,48,34,582 in 2018-2019 from ₹3,38,42,927 in 2017-2018, according to the reply. The Ministry, 

under which the Archaeological Survey of India functions, had spent ₹4,50,45,819 in 2016-2017 and 

₹3,28,37,534 in 2015-2016. 

 The Taj Mahal (Agra) is a mausoleum (मक़बरा) of white marble built by the Mughal emperor, 

Shahjahan in memory of his wife Mumtaz Mahal.  

 It stands on the banks of the river Yamuna. 

 The construction of the Taj Mahal was completed within a period of 17 years from 1631 to 1648 

AD. 

 The Taj Mahal was declared a centrally protected monument of national importance in December 

1920. 

 Considered as one of the Seven Wonders of the World, it was inscribed on the list of World 

Heritage Sites in 1983. 



 
 

MONGOOSE 

ARTICLE -2 / 03 DECEMBER 2019 

On Oct 24, 2019, about 200 officials, including policemen, gathered at Sherkot in Uttar 

Pradesh’s Bijnor district.  

It was a planned raid, but to check on organised factories that were making paint brushes 

with mongoose hair. 

By the end of the day, 10 manufacturing units in Sherkot were raided and approximately 

26,000 brushes and over 100 kg of raw mongoose hair was seized.  

About 26 people were arrested in connection with illegal trade in mongoose hair. Raids 

were carried out not only in UP, but also at Jaipur in Rajasthan, Mumbai and Pune in 

Maharashtra, and in Kerala, on the same day. “Operation Clean Art was the first pan 

India operation to crack down on the smuggling of mongoose hair in the country. 

There are six species of mongoose found in India and we have mostly recovered [in the 

raids] grey mongoose [hair],”. 

An adult mongoose yields over 30-40 gm of long hair, from which only 20-25 gm of 

“brush-making hair” is recovered. 

Describing the making of brushes with mongoose hair an “organised crime”, the official 

said most of these animals were poached by “hunting communities” across the country. 

About 49 arrests were made and 27 cases were registered under the Wildlife Protection 

Act (1972). For about 150 kg of mongoose hair, at least 6,000 animals would have been 

killed. 
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