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  The Neolithic Chakolithic amalgam 
which seems to have been round about 
2000 B.C. is continued up to about the 
middle of the first millennium B.C. It was 
then overlapped by the Megalithic culture 
inhabited by the Megaliths builder.

  About the beginning of the Christian era, 
the Megalith culture was overlapped by 
what has been called 'Andhra culture'. 
This is the time when South India had a 
large volume of trade with Roman world. 
Again the culture and economic contacts 
between the north and the south paved the 
way for the introduction of material culture 
brought from the north to the deep south 
by traders, conquerous, Jainas, Buddhist 
and some Brahman missionaries.

 # F From the 2nd century B.C. we notice the 
formation of state system, rise of social 
classes, use of writings and beginning of 
written literature.

 EARLY KINGDOMS

  The land south of Krishna river was 
divided into three kingdoms: Chera, Chola 
and Pandyas.

  The Pandyas are first mentioned by 
Megasthenese who speaks of the Pandaya 
kingdom being ruled by a woman and 
that seven year old mothers were found in 
the Pandya country. The three kingdoms 
together with Satiyaputra are referred to 
as independent states by Ashoka in his 
inscription with which he maintained 
friendly relations. The name Satiyaputra 
is yet to be identified.

 CHOLAS

 #  The Chola dominion known as 
Tondaimandalam' or 'Cholamandalam' 
their chief centre of political power was at 
'Uraiyur', a place famous for cotton trade. 
The Chola were the most powerful of all 
three kingdoms. The Chola maintained an 

efficient navy.
 #  In the middle of the second century B.C. 

a Chola king named Elara conquered 
Srilanka and ruled over it for nearly 50 
years.

 #  Krikala founded the port city of Puhar 
(identical with Kaveritam) and constructed 
160 km of embankment along the Kaveri 
river. Karikala, literal meaning 'Man with 
Charred Leg'. In Sanskrit Karikala means 
'Death of Kali' or 'Death of enemy's 
elephant'. He fought the 'Battle of Benni' 
and defeated 11 kings. He was the greatest 
of Chola kings.

 CHERAS

 #  The history of the Cheras was marked by 
continuous fighting with the Cholas and 
the Pandayas. The capital of the Cheras 
was Vanji or Karur.Nedunjral Adan is the 
first known Chera king. He is said to have 
fed both the armies of Kurukshetra war and 
so had earned the little of 'Udiyanjeral'.

 #  Senaguttuvan, the Red chera or Good 
Chera, according to the Chera poets, was 
the greatest Chera king. Senaguttuvan 
invaded the north and crossed the Ganga. 
He is remembered for building a temple 
of 'Kannagi', the goddess of chastity. The 
worship of Kannagi is known as 'Pattini 
cult', which was established by him.

 PANDYAS

 #  The Pandayan kingdom occupied the 
southern most portion of Indian peninsula, 
with Madurai as its capital. Legendary 
and traditional accounts mention the loss 
of many Sangam texts on the occasion of 
a del-uge, which compelled the Pandayan 
king to shift their capital first from ten 
Madurai to Kapatapuram and then from 
there to Madurai. Madurai seems to be the 
Tamil word of Mathura. The Pandayan 
profited from trade with Roman Empire.

SANGAM AGE AND GUPTA EMPIRE
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 #  Nedunjelian was the most important 
king of the Pandayas. Another king 
was Madaranjeral Inunporai, who sent 
embassies to Roman emperor Augustus 
and performed vedic sacrifices.

 SANGAM LITERATURE

 #  The word 'Sangam' is associated with a 
college or assembly of Tamil Scholars and 
poets flourished under the royal patronage 
of the Pandayan kings at Madurai. The 
Sangam Age extends roughly between 
300 B.C.-300 A.D. Three Sangams are 
supposed to have been held. The whole 
Sangam Age is also called Golden 
or Augustan Age in Tamil literature. 
According to tradition the father of Tamil 
literature is Agastya. The third Sangam 
was presided over by 'Nakkirat'.

 #  The first Sangam was held at Madurai 
and gods and goddesses are stated to have 
attended, but its works has not survivied. 
Of the second Sangam only Tolkappiyam, 
a Tamil grammer by Tolkapiyar, survivies. 
The available Sangam literature produced 
by these assemblies was compiled hi circa 
A.D. 300 -600. But some of its work dated 
back to 2nd A.D.

 #  The whole literature has been divided into 
two groups -narrative and didactic, the 
former is called Melkannakku or Eighteen 
Major Works and the later Kilkannakku or 
Eighteen Minor Works.

 IMPORTANT SANGAM WORKS
1.  Tolkappiyam by Talkappiyar is a work on 

Tamil grammer, literary tradition (poetics) 
and Sociology. It is the foundation of all 
literary conventions of Tamil literature.

2.  Tirukural or Kural by Tiruvalluvar is some 
times called the 'fifth Veda1 or 'Bible of the 
Tamil land'. It is a compound of dharma, 
artha, kama and moksha.

3.  Silappadikaram literally ' The Jewelled 
Anklet1 by Ilango Adigal is an epic, deals 
with love story of Kovalan and Madhavi.

4.  Manimekalai is one of the two greatest 
epics and a squal to Silappadikaram; 
written by Sattalai Sattanar, considered as 
the 'Odyssey of Tamil poetry'.

5.  Jivaga Chintamani a third epic by a jaina 
Tiruttakkadevar.

6.  Aggatiyam a magnum opus and grammer 
of letters and life in three parts by Saint 
Agatiyar. 
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 THE GUPTA PERIOD

  After the downfall of the Kushana empire 
in about the third century and at the 
beginning of the 4th century AD, many 
independent states emerged in North 
India. One of these states was of the 
Lichchahavis of Vaisali who dominated 
portions of North Bengal and South 
Bihar. This clan obtained possession of 
Pataliputra, the Capital of the Kushans. 

SRI GUPTA 
  Sri Gupta was the first ruler of this 

dominion. After him his son Ghatokacha 
ruled with the title of Maharaja. 

 CHANDRAGUPTA I
  In the fourth century a Lichchavi princess 

got married to a king in the Magadha who 
was called Chandragupta I. The reign of 
Chandragupta I is said to have come to an 
end in about 330AD. The importance of 
the rule Chandragupta I centres around the 
influence of Kumaradevi the Lichchavi 
princess, coins bearing the figures of 
the princess speaks of the extent of her 
influence. Chandragupta became the king 
of Pataliputra and established a kingdom 
along the Ganges.

SAMUDRAGUPTA
  Chandragupta I was succeeded by 

Samudragupta is about 330AD. He 
reigned for about  fifty years. Inscriptions 
on a pillar erected by Ashoka gives an 
account of Samudragupta.

  After succeeding to the throne of the 
empire he subdued the powers revolting 
against his authority in the Gangetic 
plains and brought their dominions to his 
kingdoms. He is said to have commanded 
a military campaign across the Deccan, 
and also subdued the forest tribes of 
the Vindhya region. He performed the 
Ashvamedha sacrifice to establish and 
proclaim his supremacy. His kingdom also 
included Lower Bengal, upper Assam and 

Nepal. Tributes and homage was paid by 
the rulers  and clans including the Malwas, 
the Yaudheyas, Arjunayansas, the Madras, 
the Abhiras  in Punjab and Rajasthan and 
others in Madhya Pradesh. Samudragupta 
led an expedition to the south through the 
forest tracts of Madhya Pradesh to Orissa, 
Vishakapatnam, Godavari, Krishna and 
Nellore district. He is also said to have 
intruded into Kanchi the capital of the 
Pallavas. 

  Samudragupta maintained diplomatic 
relations with the Kushana King of North 
west and the ruler of  Ceylon. His friendly 
relation with Ceylon is proved by the fact 
that King Meghavarna of Ceylon sent an 
embassy to Samudragupta. With gifts, 
seeking permission to erect a splendid 
monastery near the holy tree at Bodh 
Gaya for the pilgrims from Ceylon. This 
structure constructed with the permission 
of Samudragupta was known as Mahabohi 
Sangharvama.  Samudragupta's personal 
skill was exceptional especially in music 
and song. He was also well known for 
his poetry and had composed many work 
which had a reputation of a professional 
author. He was a devotee of Vishnu and 
thus can be called a Brahmanical Hindu. 
All these and his role as a monarch 
qualifies him to be called a hero of hundred 
battle by a court poet in the Allahabad 
inscriptions.

  Vincent Smith has elevated Samudragupta 
in Indian history as the Napoleon of India. 
His tradition of (Milito) religious toleration 
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reflects in the Allahabad inscription and 
speaks thus " put to Shama the preceptor 
of the lord of the gods. Brahaspati by his 
sharp and polished intellect and Tamburu 
and Narad by lovely performance." 
Samudragupta had several sons. His 
rule is presumed to have been till about 
375AD. 

CHANDRAGUPTA II
  Samudragupta was succeeded by his elder 

son Ramagupta who was said to have been 
murdered by Chandragupta II, who did so 
owing to his brother Ramaguptas uncouth 
act of surrendering his queen Dhruvadevi 
to the Saka ruler who subdued him.

  Thus Chandragupta ascended the throne 
of Patilaputra in about 375AD. On 
assuming the throne of the Gupta empire 
he took to the title of Vikramaditya. 
Chandragupta II was a conquerer like 
his father Samudragupta. His diplomatic 
tactics in giving his daughter in marriage 
to Rudrasena II. TheVakattaka king of 
Deccan helped greatly in securing the vital 
territory for himself which could prove 
advantageous in the event of an attack 
upon the saka satraps of the west from 
the north. Chandragupta Vikramaditya's 
miltary conquests includes the conquest 
of Malwa, Gujarat and Saurashtra which 
were under the Saka rule. He defeated 
Rudrasimha III the last of the western 
satrap ruler and annexed his territories. 
This provided exceptional wealth which 
added to the prosperity of the Guptas. The 
Guptas at his period had sea trade with 
the countries of the west. Broach, Sopara, 
Cambay were ports that facilitated trade. 
During this period, Ujjain appears to have 
been the inland centre upon which most of 
the trade routes converged. Chandragupta 
occupied the throne for nearly forty years. 
Pataliputra was a flourishing city. The 
Gupta administration at this period was 
mild. Under the Guptas the King assumed 

a divine character. Chandragupta II was 
also identified with Vikramaditya of 
Ujjain. Raja Bikram of popular legend was 
also a patron of the nine gems including 
Kalidsa and Varahamihira.

KUMARAGUPTA I
  Kumaragupta I was successor of 

Chandragupta II known as Mahendraditya 
Kumargupta I, he ruled from 415 AD to 
455 AD. He reigned for about 40 years. 
His empire extended from North Bengal 
to Kathiawar and from the Himalayas to 
the Narmada. To the south his kingdom 
extended as far as the Satara district 
of the Deccan. He also performed the 
Ashwameda sacrifice. Towards the 
end of his rule, the Pushyamitras who 
were people located near Mekala in the 
Nerbudda valley became powerful and 
wealthy. The Pushamitras brought about a 
temporary eclipse of the Gupta power.

 SKANDAGUPTA
  This attack on the Guptas were repulsed 

by Skandagupta who is considered as the 
last great Gupta ruler. After the succession 
of Skandagupta he had to subdue the 
Huns, Skandagupta assumed the title 
of Vikramaditya. During his campaign 
against the Huns Skandagupta had to 
meet great expenses which resulted in the 
reduction in the issue of gold coins. The 
Gupta period in Indian history is termed 
as the Golden Age of India. 

  This period extends from 320 to 480 
AD. It extends through the reigns 
of Chandragupta I, Samudragupta, 
Chandragupta II, Vikramaditya, 
Kumaragupta and Skandagupta.The Gupta 
dynasty continued its existence after the 
death of Skandagupta. He was succeeded 
by his son Narasimhagupta followed by 
Kumaragupta II. Kumaragupta II was 
followed by Budhagupta. His territory 
extended from Bengal to central India. 
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The last Gupta ruler was Bhanugupta. 
During his reign the Hunas wrested 
Malwas from the Guptas. After his decline 
in 467Ad the succeeding rulers were weak 
and could not check the invasion of the 
Huns and other tribes. After the death of 
Bhanugupta in 570AD the Gupta empire 
declined and broke off.

  The Gupta period has been described as the 
golden age of Indian history. It extended 
from the period of 320AD to 480AD. 
During this period literature, art and 
science flourished. Religious toleration 
and freedom of worship speaks greatly of 
the Guptas. The great writings of Kalidasa 
which include Ritusamhara and Meghauta 
in Sanskrit literature at its highest quality.

  The Gupta period is also regarded as a 
period of Hindu renaissance. Ashoka had 
succeeded in making Buddhism as the 
religion as the majority  people in Northern 
India. On doing this neither Brahmanical 
Hinduism of Jainism died out owing to 
Ashokas religious toleration propagated 
by Ashoka. After Ashoka all the rulers 
that followed showed religious toleration 
which only added  to the prosperity  of the 
territories they ruled. The Guptas though 
showed a preference  to their family deity 
Vishnu pursued the policy of perfect 
freedom of worship.

  Music, architecture, sculpture and painting  
was at its best during the period of Gupta 
rule. The stoner temples of which one 
at Deogarh in Jhansi, a t Bhitergaon in 
the kanpur district are few specimens 
depicting gupta excellence in architecture 
and sculpture Another area of Gupta 
excellence was their metallurgical skill. 
Various copper statues images of Buddha 
reflects the craftsmanship of  the gupta 
period. The pillar at Delhi made of iron in 
the time of Samudragupta is also another 
piece of excellence The Guptas also 
excellent in the filed of fine arts. All fields 

of fine arts received royal patronage. 
  Another area of outmost importance 

during the Gupta reign is the exchange 
of intellectual ideas which is attributed 
to the royal patronage and contacts with 
foreign people of both east and west. 
Buddhism which was introduced in China 
from India fostered religious relations 
promoting constant communication. 
Chinese missionaries visited India to 
do reverence to the sacred spots of faith 
. These visits helped to the sacred spots 
of faith. These visit helped the Chinese 
pilgrims knowledge of Sanskrit. Besides 
China contacts with various islands of 
South Asia, Indonesia, Persia, Greece and 
Rome also proves the sound Gupta rule 
and their diplomatic tactics to provide 
the best of administration. All these adds 
to the statement that defines the Gupta 
period  as the Golden age of India.

  Contemporary with the rule of the Guptas 
their existed various other dynastic of 
which the Vakatakas of Bundelkhand of 

Berar was one. They were Brahmanas and 
they dominated the entire Bundelkhand 
country, Central provinces, Berars, 
Northern Deccan up to the sea.

  Vindyakasthi was its first ruler. His son 
was Paravasena who performed numerous 
sacrifices along with four Ashwamedha 
sacrifices. Gautamiputrra was his son., 
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Paravasena's grandson Rudrasena I. After 
his defeat by the Samudragupta he vacated 
central India and moved to the Deccan. 
Rudradeva's  first son Rudradeva II 
married the daughter of ChandraguptanII 
, Prabhadevigupta , thus the alliance of 
the two families proved advantageous 
against the Shakas of western India. After 
the Death of Prabhavati. RudrasenaII 
Prabhavati ruled on behalf of her minor 
son.

  Harisena Vakataka   came to the throne 
in about fifth century AD. He was well 
known for his conquests from the Malwa 
to Andhra.

  In about the second quarter of the sixth 
century AD the Vakataka power was 
subdued by Kalachuris of the south.

ECONOMY AND CULTURE FROM THE 
GUPTAS 

 "Vishayapatis, had their headquarters in 
towns w.i(Ere they had their own officers 
and fvere aided in their administrative 
work by a Board of Advisors consisting 
of four members representing the various 
important sections namely: 

 (i) the nagarsresthis (chief of the  
 guild of traders and bankers)   
 represented the guilds in particular   
 and the urban population in general 

 (ii) sarthavaha (the head of guild of   
 traders) represented the various   
 trading communities

 (iii) the prathamakulika (the chief of   
 artisan) representing various   
 artisan classes

 (iv) the prathamakayastha (the chief   
 scribe), who might have represented  
 the Kayastha or government official  
 like the Chief Secretary of the present  
 day".

  The reigns of the Guptas, Chalukyas, and 
Pallavas lasted for about two hundred, 
four hundred, and six hundred years 

respectively.
  The kingdom (rajyd) was divided for 

administrative convenience into a number 
of provinces - bhukti in the north and 
mandala or mandalam in the south.

  The provinces in turn were sub-divided 
into divisions - vishaya or bhoga in north 
Kottarns or valanadu in the south.

  The other units of administration in the 
descending scale were the districts - 
adhisthana or pattana in north and nadu in 
the south; groups of villages i.e. modern 
tahsil called vithis in north and pattala 
and kurram in south Indian records. The 
villages formed the lowest administrative 
units.

  The governor of bhukti called uparika 
was appointed by the king. He, in turn 
appointed the officer in charge of vishaya- 
known as vishayapati.

  Vishayapatis, had their headquarters in 
towns where they had their own officers 
and were aided in their administrative 
work by a Board of Advisors consisting 
of four members representing the various 
important sections namely: 

 (i) the nagarsresthis (chief of the   
 guild of traders and bankers)   
 represented the guilds in particular   
 and the urban population in general

 (ii) sarthavaha (the head of guild of   
 traders) represented the various   
 trading communities

 (iii) the prathamakulika (the chief of   
 artisan) representing various artisan  
 classes

 (iv) the prathamakayastha (the chief   
 scribe), who might have represented  
 the Kayastha or government official  
 like the Chief Secretary of the present  
 day.

 #  This body was known as Adhisthanadhikaram.
 #  The village came under the control of 

rural bodies consisting of a headman and 
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the village elders.
 #  Two new classes of officers were 

introduced by the Guptas. These were 
Sandhivigrahika - the minister of peace 
and war i.e. modem foreign minister and 
kumaramatyas - a body of top ranking 
officials attached not only to the king but 
the crown-prince and sometimes placed as 
in charge of districts.

 #  Another class of important officials were 
Ayuktas, probably the same as Yuktas 
mentioned in the Ashokan inscriptions 
and in Kaut-ilya's Arthashastra.

 #  During the Gupta period, we find the title 
maha prefixed to many known officials 
such as mahapratihara, mahabaladhik.rita 
and mahadandanyaka etc.

 #  Gupta rulers assumed several titles such 
as Maharajadhiraja. parambhattaraka 
parmesvara etc.

 #  Samudragupta, for example, is described 
in Allahabad pillar inscription not only 
equal to the Gods Indra, Varana, Kuvera 
and Yama but also as a ' God dwelling on 
the earth'.

 #  In the preceding period such titles were 
used by the rulers of foreign origin such 
as the Greeks or the Kushanas but never 
by a king of an Indian origin Guptas were 
the first among the Indians who adopted 
such high sounding titles.

 #  The smritis say that, "the ruler has been 
made by Brahma a servant of the people, 
getting his revenue as remuneration".

 #  The Gupta period provided a landmark in 
the history of the administration of law 
and justice in early India. For the first 
time, lawgivers of the period drew a clear 
line between civil and criminal law.

 #  The Brihaspatismriti enumerates eighteen 
titles of land and adds that fourteen of these 
have their origin in property (dhanamula) 
and four in injury (himsamula).

 #  The list of taxes enumerated in the 

Arthashastra ofKautifya is much bigger 
than that found in the Gupta inscription. 
This could suggest that the burden of 
taxation decreased in Gupta times because 
of the prosperity of the state.

 #  There is no trace of emergency taxes 
in this period. Land tax was collected 
varying from one-fourth to one-sixth of 
the produce, both in cash and kind.

 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

  The Puranas, eighteen in number, 
preserved the traditions, legends, moral 
codes, religious and philosophical 
principles and itihas.

  The smritis are metrical texts containing 
the rules and regulations and law 
for the guidance and governance of 
society. They are based on dharmasmras 
andgrihyasutras of Vedic literature. They 
are written in verse. The phase of writing 
of commentaries on the smritis begins 
after the Gupta period.

  The compilation of the two great epics, 
Ramayana and Mahabharata was 
completed by the fourth century A.D.

  In the field of Kavya or poetical works, 
the name of Kalidas stands foremost in the 
history of Indian literature. He is credited 
with having written the best works in 
poetry, drama as well as in prose.

  His kavyas such as Meghaduta, 
Raghuvamsa and Kumarasambhava and 
dramas such as Abhijnanashakuntalam 
are considered to be among the best 
literary works in the world and have been 
translated into many languages.

  Kalidas graced the court of Vikramaditya, 
the king of Ujjaini who has been identified 
with Chandragupta II.

  The Allahabad pillar inscription by 
Harisena, Mandsor inscription composed 
by Vatsabhatti, Junagarh rock inscription, 
Mehraulli pillar inscription, Aihole 
inscription by Ravikriti etc. are fine 
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examples of literary expression.
  In the field of drama, Bhasa, Sudraka, 

Kalidas and Bhavabhuti are the most 
noteworthy.

  Sudraka is the author of Mrichchakatika 
- 'Little clay cart'. His play deals with 
the love of a Brahman with the beautiful 
daughter of a courtesan; it is considered 
one of the best plays of ancient India.

  Vishakhadatta wrote two plays: 
Mudrarakshasa and Devichandraguptam 
which are the two best known historical 
plays.

  Malavikagnimitram, Abhijnanashakuntalam 
and Vikramorvasiyam the three famous 
plays written by Kalidas.

  Bhavabhuti's works are Uttararama-
charita, Malati-Madhava etc.

  In prose earliest notable works are 
Dasakumaracharita by Dandm and 
Vasavadatta of Subandhu.

  One of the most famous works is 
Panchatantra written by Vishnu Sharma 

which was translated into Persian and 
Arabic in the eighth century A.D. and has 
been translated in almost all European 
languages since then.

 #  The popular work Hitopadesa is based 
on the panchatantra. The biography 
of Harsha, Harshacharita, written by 
Banabharta is an outstanding work of the 
period.

 #  This period also saw the development of 
Sanskrit grammar based on Panmi and 
Patanjali. Mention may also be made of 
three Shatakas of Bhartrihari He has also 
been credited for writing the commentary 
on the Mahabhasva ofPatanjali.

 #  Al-Biruni 's expertise in several languages 
allowed him to compare languages and 
translate texts. He translated several 
Sanskrit works, including Patanjali's 
work on grammar, into Arabic, For his 
Brahmana friends, he translated the works 
of Euclid (a Greek mathematician) into 
Sanskrit.

 #  This period is particularly memorable 
for the compilation of the Amarkosha by 
Amarasimha who was a luminary in the 
court of Chandragupta II.

 #  The Svetambara Jain canon was written in 
Ardha-Magadhi Prakrit and religious texts 
of the Pigambara Jains of the south were 
written in the Maharashtri and Sauraseni 
Prakrits.

 #  The commentaries on Buddhist texts were 
written in Pali.

 #  The well known Prakrit and Pali grammar 
works of the period are Prakritaprakasha 
written by Vararuchi and Prakritalakshana 
written by Chanda.

 #  The book on grammar of Pali is 
Katyayanaprakarna.

 TAMIL LITERATURE

 #  Among the Nayanar saints. Tirumular 
occupies a very high position. The hymns 
composed by them were collected into 
eleven Tirmurais which are held in great 
venerations by the people of India.

 #  Another important work contains the lives 
of sixty-three Saiva saints.

 #  The Vaishnava saints known as Alvars 
are traditionally twelve in numbers. 
The collection of their works known as 
Nalayiraprabandham, consists of 4,000 
stanzas. It is considered the most sacred 
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text in Tamil and celebration of it in 
special festivals in all prominent temples 
of south India raised the status of Tamil as 
language of religious writing.

 FOREIGN ACCOUNTS

 #  Three great Chinese pilgrims Fa-H ien, 
Hiuen-Tsang and I-tsing visited India 
in search of knowledge, manuscripts 
and relics between the fifth and seventh 
centuries A.D.

 #  a-Hien with four other monks came to 
India during the reign of Chandragupta 
II. He came to India via central Asia, 
Kashmir and travelled all over north India. 
He stayed at Pataliputra for three years, 
learning Sanskrit. As he was interested 
only in Buddhism, his report does not 
contain much political information but he 
has given a general description of northern 
India at that time. His report gives an idea 
of general peace and welfare during Gupta 
period.

  Hiuen-Tsang visited India during Harsha's 
reign. He spent thirteen years in India 
(A.D. 630-643) of which eight were in 
Harsha's kingdom. Like Fa-Hien, Hiuen-
Tsang also came to India via central Asia. 
But unlike Fa-Hien, Hiuen-Tsang has left 
an account of his travels, giving details of 
the various Indian kingdoms visited by 
him.

  He studied at Nalanda University which 
was at that time one of the most famous 
and prestigious centres of education.

  He was honoured by Harshavardhana of 
Kanauj and Bhaskarvarma of Assam.

  He left India with 20 horses loaded with 
657 Buddhist texts and 150 relics and 
spent the remaining years of his life in 
studying and translating Buddhist texts.

  Hiuen-Tsang played the most distinguished 
role in establishing Buddhism on a solid 
footing in China and improving the cultural 
relations between the two countries.

  The example of Hiuen-Tsang inspired 
Chinese monks to .visit India in large 
numbers. The greatest among these later 
pilgrims was I-tsing. He came to India via 
sea route spending several years in Sumatra 
and Sri Vijaya learning Buddhism.

  He stayed at Nalanda for ten years studying 
and translating Buddhist texts and returned 
to China with a collection of 400 Sanskrit 
manuscripts. He translated a number of 
texts and compiled a Sanskrit- Chinese 
dictionary. In his book entitled, "A record 
of the Buddhist Religion as Practised in 
India and the Malay Archepelago", he 
gives detailed account of Buddhism and 
general condition of the two countries.

  ECONOMIC CONDITION

  The agriculture system was well developed 
during this period. Scientific methods were 
followed for better and more agricultural 
production.

  The Brihat Samhita and the Amarakosha 
contain special chapters on the study 
of plants and gardens, forest, crops and 
manure etc.

  Literary works mention a large variety 
of clothing materials. These consist of 
cotton, silk, wool and linen.

  Hiuen-Tsang classifies the clothing 
material of Indians under the heads-silk, 
cotton, linen, wool and goat hair.

  Amarakosha mentions different terms 
in use for the finer and coarser varieties 
of cloth as well as for unbleached and 
bleached silk and the like.

  Ajanta frescos also revealed different 
techniques of weaving.

 #  Dashapura, Banaras, Mathura and 
Kamarupa were great centres of textiles 
production.

 #  The Mandsor inscription give details about 
the guilds of silk weaver and corporate 
activities of the period.

  What the silk weavers did
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 #  Here is an excerpt from the inscription, 
which is in Sanskrit:

 #  Some are intensely attachecl to music 
(so) pleasing to the ear; others, being 
proud of (the authorship of) a hundred 
excellent biographies, are conversant 
with wonderful tales; (others), filled 
with humility, are absorbed in excellent 
religious discourses;.... some excel 
in their own religious rites; likewise 
by others, who were self-possessed, 
the science of (Vedic) astronomy was 
mastered; and others, valorous in battle, 
even today forcibly cause harm to the 
enemies. 

 #  Ivory work flourished as earlier. We come 
to know about the guilds of ivory workers 
from a seal found in the excavation of 
Bhita.

 #  Leather industry also, flourished. We 
see the depiction of leather boots and 
shoes in the contemporary sculptures and 
paintings.

 #  The art of the jeweller seems to have 
been in the same advanced condition as in 
preceding period.

 #  The Brihat Samhita mentions not less than 
twenty-two jewels.

 #  Ratna pariksha, the science of testing 
gems, was included by Vatsyayana in his 
Kamasutra as one of the sixty-four arts.

 #  Vatsyayana mentions Ruparatnapariksha, 
dhatuveda ' and maniragakarajnanam i.e. 
testing of metals and the technology of 
jewels and so forth.

 #  According to Hmen-Tsang's testimony, 
brass, gold and silver were produced in 
abundance.

 #  The Gupta period's gold and silver coins, 
seals, the Mehrauli iron pillar, a few 
statues belonging to this period are the 
best examples of metal workmanships.

  Ship building was another big industry 
which was well developed in the period 

that facilitated trade and communication 
activities.

  Large number of guilds flourished in the 
period. The elaborate laws of partnership, 
contract, constitution of guild and right 
and duties of the individual members 
are mentioned in detail in smritis and 
corroborated by con--temporary literature 
and inscriptions.

  During this period various guilds actively 
participated in the administration of city.

  The inscriptions of the Gupta and of the 
later periods records the endowments by 
princes and other individuals deposited 
with the guilds for regular payments to 
be made to people concerned for the 
performance of acts of piety and charity.

  These permanent endowments show the 
function of the guilds in the capacity of 
banks as well as confirm their stable 
position in terms of business stability.

  Public works were undertaken and 
executed by the state as well as guilds. 
Reference may specially be made to the 
repairs of the dam on Sudarshana lake and 
the connected irrigation canal, carried out 
in the province of Saurashtra under the 
rule of Skandagupta's provincial governor, 
Parnadatta and his son, Chakrapalita.

  Trade and commerce flourished during 
the entire period. Trade was carried on 
between India on the one hand and eastern 
and western countries on the other, both 
through land as well as coastal routes.

  During this period, India maintained 
regular maritime relation with Sri Lanka.

  Persia, Arabia, Byzantine Empire, Africa 
and further west. In the eastern part

  India developed commercial relations 
with China, Burma and Sduth East Asia.

  The important trade items were silk, spices 
of various kinds, textiles, metals ivory, sea 
produce etc.

  Tamralipti, Arikamedu, Kaveripattnam, 
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B.arbaricum, Muziris, Pratishthana, 
Sopara and Brighukachchha were the 
important sea ports of the time. These 

were well connected through inland routes 
from all parts of India.

   The highly flourishing trade and commerce 
made the country enormously wealthy and 
the reputation of the riches of India spread 
far and wide.

  Hiuen-Tsang gives account of peace 
and plenty in India. He says that 'the 
rare and valuable products of distant 
regions are stored here in great 
quantities.'o    However, some historians 
feel that with the Guptas began the rise 
of femjai ism in India. For this they 
cite the evidence of land grants given 
to Brahrnans temples, viharas, mathas 
and other institutions.

 #  According to those, these land grants 
gave rise to the emergence of landed 
intermediaries and feudal lords, whose 
position can be equated to the feu. dal 
lands in Europe.

 #  These scholars also believe that there was 
a general decline in the industries, trade 
and commerce and coins became rare,

 #  But, the decline in industries, trade and 
commerce does not seem to be the fact. 
We have the evidence of trading relations 
with various countries for which enormous 
amount of literary evidence exist in the 
Indian, Chinese and Arab sources. There 

was prosperity all around.
 #  There was no decline in the urban and 

commercial centres nor any paucity of 
coins.

 #  In Europe, the receiver of land - (fief) 
grants had to provide military service, 
annual gifts, financial help, etc. to the 
king and also had to regularly attend to the 
court of the king. This was not the case in 
India. First it was not a land grant given in 
the European sense. Infact, the donee had 
no obligation towards the doner except to 
use the grant for the purpose it was given.

 #  Many historians rightly think that these 
land grants meant for charitable purposes 
should not be compared with the feudal 
grants in Europe.

 #  The tradition of land grant for charitable 
purpose continued into the medieval 
period also. These were known as madad-
i-mash, suyarghal, milk and Idarar. In fact 
in the medieval period the total expenditure 
under these heads went upto 5% of the 
total income of the state. Religion

 #  The development and spread of religions 
like Buddhism, Jainism and Brah-manism 
to foreign countries testify the high degree 
of maturity in the mother cpuntry.

 #  Although the Guptas, Chalukyas, Pallavas 
and others were followers of Brahmanism, 
they never imposed their religion as 
the official religion of the empire. They 
encouraged equally the promotion of 
all religions including Buddhism and 
Jainism.

 BUDDHISM

 #  Sanchi, Sarnath, Gaya and Nalanda 
continued to be the great centres of 
Buddhism.

 #  The king of Ceylon requested 
Samudi'agupta to build a rest house for 
Buddhist pilgrim at Gaya.

  Nalanda, Valabhi and Kanchipuram 
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became important centres of education.
  During this period, Buddhism assimilated 

several features of Brahmanism and 
Brahman is.m imbibed some of the 
essential teachings of Buddhism.

 JAINISM

  Some of the Chalukya, Rashtrakuta, 
Ganga and Kadamba kings patronised the 
Jain religion.

  It continued to be popular among the 
merchant communities of western India.

  In the sixth century A.D. the second Jaina 
Council was held at Valabhi and Jain canon 
was defined substantially as it exists today.

 HINDUISM

 #  Within the Vedic religion, there grew 
certain religious system which attained 
considerable popularity within a short time. 
This system now centred around the idea 
of a supreme God conceived as Vishnu, 
Shiva, Shakti and some other form.

 #  Salvation was possible through His Grace 
(prasada) alone and this could be attained 
only by bhakti i.e. intense love and 
devotion leading to complete surrender of 
self to the personal God.

 #  The chief vehicle of this new system were 
Bhagavatism (later came to be known as 
Vaishnavism), Saivism and Shaktism.

 #  The images of gods and goddesses 
emerged as the centre of worship and 
greater stress now began to be laid on 
dana (gifts) than on yajnas (sacrifices).

 #  They expressed themselves by defining 
the four ends of life known as Purshartha 
- religious and the social laws (dharma), 
economic well being (artha), pleasure 
(Karma) and the salvation of the soul 
(mokshd).

 VAISHNAVISM

  Vaishnavism means religion in which 
Vishnu is the object of worship and 

devotion as the Supreme God.
  It did not do away with either the sacrifice 

of Vedic literature which prescribed it.
  The Vaishnavism centred around the 

Vasudeva cult of Bhagavata religion 
where Vasudeva Krishna is identified with 
the Vedic deity Vishnu.

  An important feature of Vaishnavism 
during this period was the popular worship 
ofavataras i.e., incarnations of Vishnu. 

 #  Gradually, the concept often avataras 
became more popular. Through th 
avataras we find the biological as well as 
historical evolution of ]jfe earth. These 
are Matsya (fish). Kwma (tortoise), Varah 
(boar), Narasiini (man-lion). Vaman 
(dwarf), Parasurama (Rama with the 
axe), Rama (Kino r Ayodhya and hero 
of the Ramayana), Krishna (Hero of the 
Mahabharat \ Buddha (the Enlightened 
one) and Kalki (to appear).

 #  Of these Krishna was the most popular 
incarnation of Vishnu because sev eral 
aspects of Krishna's life occupy an 
important position in modern Vaishnavism.

 #  Another feature of Vaishnavism in this 
period is the conception of Lakshmi or 
Sri as Vishnu's wife. Goddess Laksluni is 
associated with prosperity.

 #  The Gupta Kings were followers of 
Vaishnavism and called themselves 
paramabhagavatas. As worshippers of 
Vishnu, the Gupta emperors introduced the 
depiction of his rdf'iimt. Garuda. Goddess 
Lakshmi and chakra on the coins.

 #  In south India, Vaishnavism became quite 
popular and the Vaishnava devotees were 
known as Alvars. Their Tamil songs are so 
marked by depth of feeling and true piety 
that they are looked upon as Vaishnava 
Veda.

 SAIVISM

 #  The origin of Saivism may be traced to the 
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conception of Rudra in the Rig Veda. The 
worship of the Shiva-linga in Harappan 
civilisation also point to the great antiquity 
of Saivism.

 #  Rudra represented the malignant and 
destructive phenomena in nature.

 #  Kena Upanishad eulogised Shiva and his 
consort Uma 45 supreme deities.

 #  Shiva was at first worshipped not by a 
particular sect but by the Vedic people in 
general. 

 #  The existence of the Saiva sect may be 
traced as early as the second century B.C.

 #  Saiva sect was earlier known as Lakula, 
Pasupata or Mahesvara.

 #  The worship of Shiva as a sect seems to 
have spread rapidly after the Kushana 
period.

  By about the sixth century A.D., Saivism 
became more popular and spread to south 
India and became the predominant religion 
in Annam and Cambodia fromTifth 
century onwards.

 #  In the first half of the seventh century 
A.D., Hiuen-Tsang found followers of 
Saiva sect as far west as Baluchistan. 

  In south India, a large number of 
saints, called Nayanars, composed their 
devotional hymns with the highest 
spiritual sentiments and set up Saivismon 
a strong foundation. 

  The number of these saints is usually given 
as 63 and their hymns are still widely read 
and held in great veneration.

  Lingayata was another important 
sect of Saivism in south India whose 
philosophy was influenced both by 
Sankara and Ramanuja. The Lingayats 
gave prominence to the worship of Linga 
(Phallus) and the AW'(Bull).

  The Saiva sect became very popular in the 
south under patronage of the Rashtrakutas 
and the Cholas and the magnificent 
temples and monastic establishment still 

testify its former grandeur.
  The Buddhist kings of Pala dynasty 

established Saiva temples for the Pasupata 
sect.

  The other sects that became popular 
during this period are Shaktism, Kartikeya 
and Ganapati.

  During the Gupta period, the Goddesses 
Durga, Kali and Parvati were associated 
with the Shakti as the strength or potency 
of her male counterpart. Ardhanarisvara, 
a figure half Shiva and half Parvati, 
representing the union of the God with his 
shakti was an important development of 
this period. 

  The Shiva and Shakti were worshipped in 
benign as v/ell as terrible forms. 

  The numerous solar deities of the Vedaa 
were merged into a single God usually 
known as surya (the sun).

  The Mandsor inscription of the time of 
Kumaragupta I mentions the construction 
and repair of Sun Temple by the guild 
of weavers. In the epic and puranic 
mythology, Kartikeya and Ganapati are 
usually described as the two sons of Shiva 
and Parvati.

 #  Kartikeya was the war-God known as 
Kumar Skanda, and Subramanya

 #  Ganapati or Ganesha is venerated and 
worshipped first among the Gods by every 
Hindu. He is considered as Vighnaharta 
(remover of all obstacles).

 ART AND ARCHITECTURE

 #  The manuals on the construction of stone 
temples were written during this period.

 #  Caves continued to be excavated during 
the Gupta and the post-Gupta period.

 #  There are nine caves at Udaygiri near 
Vidisa. These are partly rock-cut and 
partly stone built.

 #  The caves at Ajanta retaining the 
essential features of old, present an 
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altogether new line of architecture by 
the great beauty of their pillars of varied 
design and size and the fine paintings 
with which the inner wall and ceiling 
are decorated.

 #  Another group is the series of caves at 
Bagh though simple in architecture but are 
famous for their paintings.

 #  Another notable group of rock-cut 
monasteries and chaitya halls are those 
ofEllora. lie Brahmanical, Buddhist and 
Jain caves show the final phase of develo 
lent.

 #  For the Kailash temple, a block of hill 
side was cut off and was carved into a 
magnificent monolithic temple.

 #  At Mamallapuram number of pillared 
halls and the seven monolithic temples 
popularly called rathas were carved by 
the Pallava kings, Mahendravarman and 
Narasimhavarman in the seventh centuiy 
A.D. The rathas are the culmination 
of complete reproduction of massive 
structural temples cut out of rock.

 #  Monasteries and stupas were also built 
during this period. The famous centres 
were at Bodhgaya, Sarnath, Kusinagara. 
Sravasti, Kanchi and Nalanda.

 #  The Nalanda University grew into a most 
prestigious establishment from about the 
fifth century A.D.

 #  Hiuen-Tsang describes in detail the 
great temples, monasteries, and library 
buildings of Nalanda mahavihara.

 #  The period also saw the ushering in of 
a new epoch connected with the growth 
and development of structural temples of 
distinctive forms and styles. Small, flat-
roofed platforms are characteristics of the 
early Gupta period.

 #  Small but elegant temple No. XVII 
at Sanchi, Kankali temple at Tigawa, 
Vishnu and Varaha Temples at Eran and 
at Nachna Kuthara in Madhya Pradesh 
are good examples of early temple 

architecture.
 #  Gradually these temples developed a 

shikhara on the roof which came to be 
adopted all over the country. Two best 
examples of this type are the brick temple 
Bhitargaon in Kanpur and the Dasavatara 
temple at Deogarh both in the Uttar 
Pradesh.

 #  The shape of shikhara marked the 
development of two distinctive styles viz., 
northern Indian style (Nagar style) and 
south Indian style (Dravidian style).

 #  At Aihole, Badami and Pattadakal we find 
temples of both styles.

 #  The earliest examples of Dravidian style 
temple is the rock-cut temple known as 
Dharmaraja ratha at Mamallapuram and 
structural temples at Kanchi known as 
Kailasanatha and Vaikuntha Perumal all 
built by the Pallava Kings.

 SCULPTURES

 #  In the domain of sculptures the Gupta 
period witnessed the highest development 
of art in India. The period is known as 
the "classical period" because it saw the 
culmination of spirituality, idealism and 
art into one.

 #  The figures of Buddha, found in large 
numbers at Sarnath and other places, 
show a fully developed form of Buddhist 
art and came to be regarded as the model 
for succeeding ages.

 #  The Gupta artists and craftsmen were no 
less capable in working with metals. The 
famous iron pillar at Delhi near Qutab 
Minar is a marvel in metallurgical skill 
and technology. The art of casting copper 
statues, coins and copper seals etc. on a 
large scale shows the handling of metal 
work at its best.

  A copper image of Buddha about 80 feet 
high was erected at Nalanda in Bihar and a 
fine Sultangunj Buddha, 71: feet high can 
still be seen in Brimingham Museum in 



[16]

STUDY NOTES SPECIALLY FOR SSC - CGL & CPO

Write us : content @mahendras.org myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendraguru.comwww.mahendras.org

Britain.
 PAINTINGS

  The tradition of paintings in India can be 
traced from pre-historic rock art painting 
found at Bhimbetaka, Mirzapur and 
various other sites.

  The best examples of paintings in India in 
Ajanta and Bagh caves were done between 
the first and the seventh centuiy. A.D. At 
Ajanta, of the 29 caves, traces of paintings 
can be seen in sixteen caves. 

  In Ajanta the surface of the caves were 
first covered by mixture of clay, cowdung, 
fine pulverised traprock and then a thin 
coating of fine white plaster.

  This produced a surface on which the 
design was first sb.".vjed and then painted.

  The usual colours used are white, red, 
brown green and blue in various shapes.

  The pictures depict figures of Buddha and 
various episodes of his present and past 
lives i.e. Jataka stories.

  Animals and vegetables are drawn in 
profusion for the sake of omamenta tion. 
The designs are as varied and graceful as 
they are fanciful. The painting on the rock-
cut temple at Kailasha and the adjoining 
caves\contain paintings of somewhat 
different type and style from those of 
Ajanta and Bagh.

 #  The cave temple of Sittannavasal in 
Pudukottai (Madras) contains some 
fine paintings of the Pallava king, 
Mahendravarman.

 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

 #  In the field of mathematics, astronomy 
and medicine. India had much advanced 
knowledge during this period in 
comparison to any other country in the 
world. These developments in science and 
technology in India were first Borrowed 
by Arabs and then by first western world.

 #  In Ancient India, mathematics and 

astronomy originated and developed in 
Vedic times itself.

 #  In mathematics, Aryabhata wrote the 
book Arvabhattiya, in Kusumupura 
(Pataliputra) when he was 23 years old. !o    
Arvabhattiya is divided into four parts. As 
regards geometry, Aryabhata considers 
among other topics an area of a triangle 
the theorem on similarity of triangle, the 
area of circle and the theorem relating to 
rectangles contained by the segments.

 #  One of the most important features of 
Aryabhata's mathematical system is his 
unique system of notation. It is based on 
the decimal place-value system, unknown 
to other ancient people but now in use 
throughout the civilised world.

 #  The other famous mathematician was 
Brahmagupta who wrote Brahmsiddhanta in 
c. A.D. 628. His other well known work was 
Khandakhadya probably composed in A.D. 
665. He developed rules for operating with 
negative qualities and with zero. He began 
to apply Algebra to astronomical problems.

 ASTRONOMY
 #  Astronomy and Astrology are included in 

ancient India in a term known as Jyotisa.
 #  Varahamihira who flourished in the court 

of Chandragupta II. has preserved in 
his Panchasiddhantika written in A.D. 
505, the accounts of five astronomical 
works which were evidently regarded as 
authority in his own time.

 #  These five works oisiddhantas are known 
as Paitamaha, Romaka. Paulina. Vasishtha 
and Surya.

 #  The Suryasiddhanta is the most important 
and complete work on the astronomy of 
the period.

 #  In the field of astrology. Varahamihira has 
in his encyclopaedic work, Brihatsamhita, 
preserved a considerable amount of 
ancient knowledge on the subject. His 
Brihatasamhita besides being the most 
important textbook on natural astrology is 
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a veritable compendium of Ancient Indian 
learning in the field of science.

 #  Varahamihira's son Prithuyashas, too, 
was an ardent student of astronomy and 
wrote in about A.D. 600 a work called 
Harashatpanchashika.

 #  Aryabhata was an outstanding scholar 
of the Gupta age. His most original 
contribution was, however, that the 
eclipses were not the work of Rahu as 
believed by some astrologers but caused 
by the shadow of the earth falling on the 
moon therefore, asserting the movement 
of earth on its own axis around the sun, as 
was known in Vedic times.

 #  Aryabhata was the first to utilize sign 
functions in astronomy. He discovered 
an accurate formula to measure the 
decrease or increase in the duration of two 
consecutive days.

 MEDICINE

 #  Ayurveda, the name of Indian medical 
science literally means science of 
longevity.

 #  Its origin dates back to Vedic times. 
Over seven hundred hymns in the Yedas 
particularly in Athan-aveda refer to the 
topics connected with Ayurveda.

 #  The great writer of this period is Vagabhata, 
who ranks only next to Charaka and Susruta.

 #  The two famous works of the period 
are Astanga-sangraha and the Astanga-
hirdaya-samhita assigned to two different 
authors by same name i.e., Vagabhata.

 #  There were also treatises on the 
diseases of animals. The best known is 
Ha'styayurveda. It deals elaborately with 
the diseases peculiar to elephants.

 #  A similar treatise on the horse known as 
Asvasastra was written by sage Salihotra.

 METALLURGY

 #  Another science which developed along 
with medicine is chemistry. Nagarjuna, 
the great Mahayanist, is reputed to have 
distinguished himself also in chemistry.

 #  The Mehrauli iron pillar remains a living 
monument that shows the progress in 
metallurgy achieved 1500 years ago by 
Indians. This is 7.32 meters high with a 
diameter of 40 cm at the base to 30 cm. at 
the top and weight about 6 tonnes. It has 
withstood all the vagaries of nature such 
as rains, heat and cold for over all these 
1500 years without rusting.
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