GENERAL AWARENESS (MCQ) (04 DECEMBER 2018)

The stars, the planets, the moon and many other objects in the
sky are called celestial objects.
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The study of celestial objects and associated phenomena is
called astronomy.
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Geography is an English word. It has its origin in Greek, which
relates to the description of the earth.
It is made of 2 Greek words —
‘ge’ meaning ‘earth’
‘graphia’ meaning ‘writing’
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Planets do not have their own heat and light.
The word ‘planet’ comes from the Greek word “Planetai”

which means ‘wanderers’.
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The moon has no atmosphere.
It is the fifth-largest natural
satellite in the Solar System.
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On July 21, 1969 the American astronaut, Neil Armstrong,
landed on the moon for the first time.
He was followed by Edwin Aldrin.
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Planets

The gravitational pull of Sun keeps all the planets and other
objects revolving round it.
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- Inner Planets
- Nearer to the Sun
- Made up of dense metallic minerals
Have thin & rockey crust

Have a mantle rich in iron and magnesium
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Inner Planets

Have a core of molten metals
Have thin atmosphere
Have very few natural satellites or no satellites
Move faster and have a shorter period of revolution
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- Outer Planets
Made up of hot gases, mainly hydrogen and helium
Move rather slowly and have a longer period of revolution
Have ring system around them
Have a large number of natural satellites
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- Smallest & innermost planet
- Revolution period — 88 days
- Closest planet to the Sun
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Mercury is the god of commerce
- Extremely hot planet
- No protective blanket like Ozone
- No satellites
No water
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2" planet in distance from the Sun
Nearest to the Earth
The Brightest planet

Known as ‘Evening Star’ &
Morning Star
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Known as ‘Vailed Planet’ (covered by a thick cloud)
Known as Earth’s twin

Hottest planet (hotter then Mercury), due to vail of cloud
No sufficient oxygen

Iron rich red soil & pink sky of Mars give it the name ‘Red
Planet’

Phobes & Demos are two satellites of Mars
Largest planet of our Solar System

Also known as Winter planet as its average temperature is
very low
(- 148°C)
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Gannymeda, satellite of Jupiter is the largest satellite in the
Solar System.

2" largest planet of our Solar System

Has bright concentric rings
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Rings are made up of ice and ice- covered dust particles
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4 times the size of the Earth

Greenish in colour because of methane gas present in its
atmosphere
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Discovered in 1781 by Sir William Hersiel

Rotates from east to west on its axis, which is opposite to

other planets except Venus
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The axis of Uranus has large inclination so that it appears to

be lying down, hence it bears the name ‘A Planet on its Side’
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Very similar to Uranus and can be considerd as its twin

Surrounded by methane rings
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