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NEWS HEADLINES 
 

Veteran Congress leader R K Dhawan 

passes away 

Former Union minister and Indira Gandhi's 

close confidant R K Dhawan died. He was 

81. Rajinder Kumar Dhawan was a Rajya 

Sabha member and a private secretary to 

Indira Gandhi for a long time. 

 

Parliament passes bill giving 

constitutional status to OBC 

commission 

The Constitution Amendment Bill related 

to granting constitutional status to the 

National Backward Classes Commission 

got parliament approval. 

 

Joel Robuchon, French Michelin star-

master chef, dies at 73. 

Joel Robuchon, a Chef with world's most 

number of Michelin stars, died. He was 73. 

 

Airtel, Telecom Egypt tie-up for global 

submarine cable systems to enhance 

network limit 

Bharti Airtel and Telecom Egypt 

announced a strategic partnership through 

which the Indian firm will get the right to 

use sub-marine cable networks -- MENA 

and TE North, which stretches from Cyprus 

to France via Egypt. 

 

Indian-American elected to board of 

White House Correspondents 

Association 

Anita Kumar became the first Indian-

American to be elected to the board of the 

White House Correspondents Association 

(WHCA). White House Correspondents 

Association (WHCA) is more than a 

century-old apex body of journalists 

covering the US president. 

 

Indian women's hockey team ranks 

ninth in world ranking 

The Indian women's hockey team, which 

reached the quarter-finals in the World Cup 

held in London, has climbed one place to 

reach ninth rank in the latest rankings of 

FIH . India, who lost to Ireland in the 

quarter-finals, was at the tenth position 

before the tournament. Now it is at ninth 

position with 1138 points. World Cup 

winners Netherlands remains on top while 

England is on second place. Australia 

moved up two places to third and Argentina 

dropped one place to fourth. 

 

DMK President Karunanidhi dies 

Former Tamil Nadu chief minister M 

Karunanidhi has passed away. He was 94. 

 

Home Credit India appoints Ondrej 

Kubik as CEO 

Non-banking financial company Home 

Credit India Finance has appointed Ondrej 

Kubik as its new chief executive officer. 

 

S Gopakumar joins United India 

Insurance as Director & GM 

Public sector non-life insurance firm 

United India Insurance Company 

announced the appointment of S 

Gopakumar as its Director and General 

Manager with immediate effect. Prior to 

taking up the new role, Gopakumar was 

serving GIC Housing Finance Ltd as its 

Managing Director and Chief Executive 

Officer, a company statement said. 

 

Trump nominates Indian-American law 

professor to agency on privacy and civil 

liberties 

US President Donald Trump has nominated 

a prominent Indian-American law 
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professor and legal expert Aditya Bamzai 

to an agency on privacy and civil liberties.  

According to Bamzais profile on the 

university website, he teaches and writes 

about civil procedure, administrative law, 

federal courts, national security law and 

computer crime. He joined the University 

of Virginia School of Laws faculty as an 

associate professor in June 2016. Bamzai 

has argued cases relating to the separation 

of powers and national security in the U.S. 

Supreme Court, Foreign Intelligence 

Surveillance Court of Review, D.C. Circuit 

and other federal courts of appeals. 

 

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 

launches integration & availability of 

TRAI Mobile Apps on UMANG 

platform  

Policy initiatives of TRAI, over the years, 

have been to protect the interests of the 

consumers. Recognizing the importance of 

reaching out to the consumers and to 

safeguard their interests, TRAI has now 

integrated its Mobile Apps namely DND 

2.0 & MyCall with UMANG Platform. 

UMANG (Unified Mobile Application for 

New-age Governance) is developed by 

National e-Governance Division (NeGD), 

Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY). UMANG provides a 

single platform for all Indian Citizens to 

access pan India e-Gov services ranging 

from Central to Local Government bodies 

and other citizen centric services. It 

provides a unified approach where citizens 

can install one application to avail multiple 

government services. From now onwards, 

TRAI’s Mobile Appsnamely DND 2.0 

&MyCall shall also be available on Umang 

Platform. 

 

Khangchendzonga biosphere reserve 

added to UNESCO list 

The Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve, 

one of the highest ecosystems in the world, 

has been added to UNESCO's list of World 

Network of Biosphere Reserve (WNBR). 

The Khangchendzonga reserve will be the 

11th internationally designated WNBR. 

 

Commerce & Industry Minister Suresh 

Prabhu launches Mobile App Niryat 

Mitra 

Union Minister of Commerce & Industry 

and Aviation Suresh Prabhu launched 

Niryat Mitra – mobile App in New Delhi. 

The app developed by the Federation of 

Indian Export Organisations (FIEO) is 

available both on Android and on IOS 

platforms. It provides wide range of 

information required to undertake 

international trade right from the policy 

provisions for export and import, 

applicable GST rate, available export 

incentives, tariff, preferential tariff, market 

access requirements – SPS and TBT 

measures. The most interesting part is that 

all the information is available at tariff line. 

The app works internally to map the ITC 

HS code of other countries with that of 

India and provides all the required data 

without the users bothering about the HS 

code of any country. Presently the app 

comes with the data of 87 countries. 

 

Indian-American high schooler wins 

International Geography Bee World 

Championship 

Indian-American high school student Avi 

Goel has won the world championship at 

the International Geography Bee's junior 

varsity division held in Berlin, Germany, 

last month. 

 

Guterres taps Chile's 1st woman prez to 

be UN rights chief 

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 

nominated Chile's twice-serving president 

and prominent women's rights advocate 

Michelle Bachelet to be the global body's 

next human rights chief. 
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IMF forecasts India's GDP to grow at 

7.5 per cent in 2019-20 fiscal year 

India is projected to clock an economic 

growth of 7.5 per cent in the 2019-2020 

fiscal year on strengthening of investment 

and robust private consumption, the IMF 

said in its latest report. The International 

Monetary Fund (IMF), in the report 

published, said the near-term 

macroeconomic outlook for India is 

"broadly favourable."  

 

Paytm acquires Bengaluru-based 

Balance Technology 

Digital payments major Paytm has 

acquired Bengaluru-based savings 

management startup, Balance Technology 

for an undisclosed amount. The acquisition 

will help One97 Communications, which 

operates the Paytm brand, in further 

enhancing its user and merchant interfaces, 

Paytm said in a statement. 

 

Cabinet approves pact between ICAI 

and CPA, Canada 

The government approved a pact between 

Institute of Chartered Accountants of India 

(ICAI) and Chartered Professional 

Accountants (CPA), Canada. The Union 

Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister gave ex-

post facto approval of the MoU signed in 

2011 and approval for signing of MoU 

between ICAI, India and CPA, Canada, 

according to an official statement. 

 

Rekha Sharma appointed chairperson 

of NCW 

NCW member Rekha Sharma has been 

appointed as the chairperson of the 

National Commission for Women. Sharma, 

54, was earlier a member of the 

Commission and was holding the 

additional charge of chairperson after 

Lalitha Kumaramangalam demitted office 

in September last year. 

 

NDA candidate Harivansh Singh elected 

deputy chairman of Rajya Sabha 

NDA candidate and JD(U) member 

Harivansh Narayan Singh has been elected 

as deputy chairman of the Rajya Sabha.  

 

Cabinet nod to pacts between India, 

Indonesia for cooperation in science & 

tech, health 

The Union Cabinet gave its nod to a pact 

on cooperation between India and 

Indonesia in scientific and technological 

sectors and also approved the signing of an 

MoU between the two countries in health 

sector. 

 

Government gives ex-post facto 

approval to India-Korea MoU on trade 

remedy cooperation 

The government gave ex-post facto 

approval to the Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) signed between 

India and Korea on trade remedy 

cooperation. The MoU was signed in July 

during the State visit of President of Korea 

to India, an official statement said. 

 

President inaugurates 'One District One 

Product' Summit in UP 

President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated 

'One District One Product' Summit 

organised by the Uttar Pradesh government 

to promote traditional industries in every 

district of the state. 

 

Gita Mittal was sworn in as J&K Chief 

Justice 

Justice Gita Mittal was sworn in as the 

Chief Justice of the Jammu and Kashmir 

High Court. Mittal is the first female Chief 

Justice of the Jammu and Kashmir High 

Court. Justice Rajendra Menon was sworn-

in as the Chief Justice of the Delhi high 

court at Raj Niwas on Wednesday. 

Lieutenant-governor (LG) Anil Baijal 
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administered the oath of office to the newly 

appointed CJ who was earlier the Chief 

Justice of Patna high court. 

 

Bajaj Electricals MD Anant Bajaj 

passes away at 41 

The Managing Director (MD) of Bajaj 

Electricals, Anant Bajaj passed away at the 

age of 41 . He was appointed as the 

company's MD two months ago, before 

which he served as the Joint Managing 

Director. He set up the company's digital 

centre and the integrated research and 

development facility. 

                                  

20-yr-old Neeraj Chopra to be India's 

flag-bearer at Asiad 

Neeraj Chopra, the first-ever Indian to win 

gold in javelin throw at Commonwealth 

Games, has been chosen as India's flag-

bearer at the opening ceremony of the 

Asian Games 201The 20-year-old, who 

holds the national record in javelin throw, 

had won two international gold medals last 

month. Asian Games will be held from 

August 18 to September 2 in Indonesia. 

 

Virat Kohli becomes 2018's highest 

international run-scorer 

Team India captain Virat Kohli overtook 

England's Jonny Bairstow to become this 

year's highest run-scorer in international 

cricket. Kohli has scored 1,404 runs in 25 

innings this year, 15 more than the English 

wicketkeeper-batsman. Shikhar Dhawan, 

who has scored 1,055 runs, is the second 

highest run-scorer among Indians in 2018. 

 

Justice Bose is new Jharkhand Chief 

Justice 

Justice Anirudh Bose took oath as the 12th 

Chief Justice of Jharkhand High Court, the 

post was lying vacant for more than a year. 

Bose was born in Kolkata on April 195In 

January 19, 2004 he was appointed a Judge 

of the Kolkata High Court 

 

 

Junior golfers shine in Hong Kong meet 

India's Hitaashee Bakshi has won the Hong 

Kong Junior Golf Championship title in the 

13-14 years age category. Kartik Sharma 

and Sunhit Bishnoi also did India proud by 

finishing second and third respectively in 

the 15-17 years age category. 

The championship was held at the 

Discovery Bay Golf Club here where 

approximately 60 juniors from eight 

countries participated. In March this year, 

Kartik had attained the top spot in the 

Indian amateur rankings and Bishnoi is 

currently the top junior golfer in the 

country. 

 

Former Lok Sabha Speaker Somnath 

Chatterjee dies 

Former Lok Sabha Speaker Somnath 

Chatterjee died. He was 89. A ten-time Lok 

Sabha MP, Chatterjee was a central 

committee member of the CPM, which he 

had joined in 1968. 

 

Nobel prize-winning author V S 

Naipaul dies in London 

V S Naipaul, the Trinidad-born Indian-

origin author and Nobel Prize winner, has 

died. He was 85. 

 

Dutta elected vice president of South 

West Asian Football Federation 

All India Football Federation senior vice 

president Subrata Dutta has been elected as 

a vice president of the newly formed South 

West Asian Football Federation during its 

General Assembly in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

Dutta has been elected to the post for a 

four-year term in the polls of the regional 

football body. 
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Pune ranked one, New Delhi 65th on 

Ease of Living Index 

Pune has been ranked first in the Ease of 

Living Index launched by Housing and 

Urban Affairs Ministry. Navi Mumbai has 

been ranked second and while Delhi at 65th 

place in the list. According to the ministry, 

Greater Mumbai has been ranked three, 

followed by Triputi, Chandigarh, Thane, 

Raipur, Indore, Vijaywada and Bhopal. 

The survey was conducted on 111 cities in 

the country. 

 

Justice V.K. Tahilramani sworn-in 

Chief Justice of Madras HC 

Justice Vijaya Kamlesh Tahilramani was 

sworn-in as Chief Justice of the Madras 

High Court by Governor Banwarilal 

Purohit at a ceremony in Raj Bhavan in 

Chennai. The Governor also administered 

the oath of office to the new Chief Justice. 

 

Defence minister inaugurates 

strategically important bridge in 

Hussainiwala 

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

inaugurated a strategically important 

bridge in Hussainiwala, which was was 

blown off during the 1971 Indo-Pakistan 

war to stop advance of enemy force's 

armoured units. After dedicating the 280-

foot-long bridge to the nation, she said it 

connects Ferozepur with Hussainiwala 

barrage on the Sutlej river. 

 

Ashish Kumar Bhutani appointed CEO 

of PM crop insurance scheme 

Senior bureaucrat Ashish Kumar Bhutani 

has been appointed Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO) of Pradhan Mantri Fasal 

Bima Yojana (PMFBY), according to an 

order issued by the Personnel Ministry. 

Bhutani, a 1992 batch IAS officer of 

Assam-Meghalaya cadre, has been 

appointed to the post till May 9, 2020, it 

said. 

 

Godrej's Smita Crishna, HCL's Roshni 

Nadar, BCCL's Indu Jain lead rich 

women's list 

Godrej Group's Smita Crishna, HCL's 

Roshni Nadar and Bennett Coleman's Indu 

Jain are among the top 10 wealthiest 

women in India, a report says. According 

to the Kotak Wealth and Hurun report, the 

threshold of networth for the top 10 was Rs 

8,000 crore. 

Crishna, a third generation heir of Godrej 

Empire, leads the list with an estimated 

wealth of Rs 37,570 crore. 

 

Jodhpur, Jaipur are cleanest rail 

stations 

Tourist destinations Jodhpur and Jaipur, 

both in Rajasthan, have clinched the top 

two spots in the railway station cleanliness 

survey conducted by the Quality Council of 

India (QCI) for Indian Railways. A 

majority of the top stations were in 

Rajasthan, which comes under North 

Western Railway. 

 

Chhattisgarh Governor Balramji Dass 

Tandon dies 

Chhattisgarh Governor Balramji Dass 

Tandon died. He was 90. Tandon, one of 

the founder members of the Jansangh 

which later became the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP), became the governor of 

Chhattisgarh in July 2014. 

 

Asian Games Gold Medallist Hakam 

Singh Bhattal Passes Away 

Asian Games gold medallist athlete and 

Dhyan Chand award winner Hakam Singh 

Bhattal, passed away. He was 64. Bhattal 

had won a gold medal in the men’s 20km 

walk in the 1978 Bangkok Asian Games. 
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Former Indian cricket captain Ajit 

Wadekar passes away  

Former cricket captain Ajit Wadekar, who 

led India to their first overseas wins in 

England and West Indies, passed away. He 

was 77. 

 

D Bala Venkatesh Varma appointed 

Ambassador to Russia 

Senior diplomat D Bala Venkatesh Varma 

has been appointed as India's next 

ambassador to Russia. Varma, a 1988 batch 

Indian Foreign Service officer, is currently 

serving as Indian envoy in Spain. 

 

Renowned Malayalam poet 

Chemmanam Chacko dies 

Noted Malayalam poet and Sahitya 

Akademi awardee C. Chacko died. He was 

92. 

Known for his satirical works, Chacko 

reacted to the contemporary socio-political 

issues of Kerala through his poems. 

 

Anandiben Patel takes oath as 

Governor of Chhattisgarh 

Madhya Pardesh Governor Anandiben 

Patel, who has been given the additional 

charge of Chhattisgarh following the death 

of Governor Balramji Dass Tandon, was 

sworn in at a ceremony. 

 

India gifts 30 ambulances to Nepal on 

Independence Day 

India gifted 30 ambulances and six buses to 

Nepalese hospitals, charitable 

organisations and educational institutions 

on the occasion of its 72nd Independence 

Day. Indian Ambassador to Nepal Manjeev 

Singh Puri handed over keys of the 

vehicles to the representatives of the 

respective organisations at a function in the 

premises of the Indian Embassy in 

Kathmandu. 

 

Croatia World Cup keeper Subasic 

retires 

World Cup runners-up Croatia goalkeeper 

Danijel Subasic announced his 

international Football. 

 

Film Actor Akshay Kumar Becomes 

Brand Ambassador for Road Safety 

Campaigns 

Union Minister for Road Transport & 

Highways, Shipping, Water Resources, 

River Development and Ganga 

Rejuvenation Nitin Gadkari launched three 

short films for generating public awareness 

towards road safety. Film actor Shri 

Akshay Kumar has featured in these films, 

which are directed by R.Balki. In a 

function attended by MoS Mansukh L 

Mandavia in New Delhi, Gadkari 

announced the appointment of Akshay 

Kumar as Road Safety Brand Ambassador. 

 

Imran Khan takes oath as Pakistan's 

22nd PM 

Imran Khan took oath as the new prime 

minister of Pakistan. He will be the 22nd 

Prime Minister of the country. 

 

Kofi Annan died 

Kofi Annan, the former UN secretary-

general who won the Nobel Peace Prize for 

humanitarian work, has died. He was 80. 

 

India's Esow Alben wins silver at World 

Junior Track cycling Championship 

Teen cyclist Esow Alben has scripted 

history by claiming India's first ever medal 

-- a silver at the UCI Junior Track Cycling 

World Championships in Aigle, 

Switzerland. 

 

India move up a place to 96th in FIFA 

rankings  

The Indian football team climbed one spot 

to the 96th in the recently released FIFA 
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rankings. France is on the top spot in the 

rankings. 

 

11th World Hindi Conference started in 

Mauritius 

The 11th World Hindi Conference has 

started in Port Louis the capital of 

Mauritius. Prime Minister of Mauritius 

Praveen Kumar Jagannath inaugurated the 

Conference.  

 

Djokovic beats Federer for first 

Cincinnati title 

Novak Djokovic defeaed Roger Federer by 

6-4, 6-4 for his first Western & Southern 

Open championship title. 

 

Guided bombs, anti-tank missile 

successfully test fired in Rajasthan  

Indigenously-developed guided bombs -- 

Smart Anti-Airfield Weapons -- and anti-

tank guided missile Helina were 

successfully flight tested at separate firing 

ranges in Rajasthan. The Smart Anti-

Airfield Weapon (SAAW) was 

successfully flight tested from an Indian 

Air Force (IAF) aircraft at Chandan range, 

while the Helina was test fired at Pokhran.  

 

Bajrang gives India first gold of Asian 

Games 

Bajrang Punia snatched the spotlight from 

fading superstar Sushil Kumar to open 

India's gold account at the 18th Asian 

Games after the shooters delivered just a 

bronze in a low-key start to their campaign. 

 

India, Thailand complete two-week-

long 'Exercise Maitree' 

The Indian Army and the Royal Thai Army 

completed a two-week-long platoon level 

annual joint military exercise aimed at 

strengthening partnership and cooperation 

between them, the Army said here. 

'Exercise Maitree' commenced on August 6 

in Thailand. 
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ONELINER FACTS 
 

 The headquarters of RBI is located in Mumbai. 

 Hypothecation refers to the pledging of assets as security for funds borrowed.  

 A debenture holder of a company is also its Creditor. 

 The Book "Turbulent Years-1980-96", authored by- Pranav Mukherjee 

 The Central Board of RBI comprises of 21 members. 

 The headquarter of SWIFT is situated in Belgium . 

 Highest Gallantry award in India is Param Vir Chakra. 

 Kharif crops are sown in July and harvested in October. 

 MICR is a 9 digit code, which actually shows whether the cheque is real or fake. 

 International Day of UN Peacekeepers is observed on-29 May 

 Marginal cost is dependent upon only variable cost. 

 The excess of total expenditure over total receipts is known as Budgetary deficit. 

 20% is the FDI limit in Public Sector Banks. 

 Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is a ratio of bank’s capital to its risk. 

 World Bank has 5 subsidiaries - 1. IBRD, 2. IDA, 3. IFC, 4. ICSID, 5. MIGA 

 ‘Good people to grow with’ is the tagline of – Indian Overseas Bank. 

 Bardo Chham is the folk dance of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Gilt funds do not invest in Debentures. 

 Bombay Stock Exchange was established in the year 1875.  

 Primary banking functions of the commercial banks does not include agency service. 

 When a customer maintains a deposit account with the bank ,his relationship is that of of 

Creditor and Debtor. 

 Public Provident Fund (PPF) can be opened by – Individual person only, who is resident of 

India 

 Hedging is the action of combining two or more transactions so as to achieve a risk-reducing 

position. 

 A Non-Banking Financial Institution cannot accept demand deposit and cannot issue 

cheques.  

 C.D. Deshmukh was the first Indian Governor of RBI to have presented the Interim Budget 

for 1951.52. 

 Hawala transaction is an Indian term which refers to a mode of transferring of funds out of 

India or into the country, bypassing official and legal channels. 

 Junk bonds are debt securities of companies bearing a considerable degree of risk that is 

reflected in their mediocre or poor credit ratings. 

 The Davis Cup is the premier international team event in men's tennis. It is run by the 

International Tennis Federation (ITF). 

 Layering, refers to the creation of a complex network of transactions which attempts to 

obscure the link between the initial point & the end of the laundry cycle. 
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 A bill of exchange is a non-interest-bearing written order used primarily in international trade 

that binds one party to pay a fixed sum of money to another party at a predetermined future 

date. 

 An Asset Reconstruction Company is a specialized financial institution that buys the NPAs 

or bad assets from banks and financial institutions so that the latter can clean up their balance 

sheets. Or in other words, ARCs are in the business of buying bad loans from banks. 

 The first joint Nomadic Elephant was held in 2004 and since then it is annually held. It seeks 

to promote military associations between India and Mongolia. 

 Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation is a subsidiary of Reserve Bank of 

India. It was established on 15 July 1978 under Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation Act, 1961. 

 

 

Shri Atal Behari Vajpaye 
Atalji’s loss has also been felt in millions of homes across the country. He was our much loved 

former Prime Minister, a national leader of rare distinction and a statesman of modern India. In his 

long and distinguished public career, he touched innumerable lives in innumerable ways – as a 

freedom fighter and an intellectual, as a writer and a poet, as a parliamentarian and an administrator 

and finally as Prime Minister. He was truly the Renaissance Man of Indian politics.  

As the Prime Minister of India, Atalji was an example of grace under pressure, and of decisive 
leadership in challenging circumstances. The Pokhran tests of 1998, the Kargil crisis of 1999, the 

economic changes his government brought about, and the growth and development track on which 

it put our country’s GDP – his was a term rich in achievements and in legacy. The Bharat Ratna 

conferred on him in 2015 was a fitting manifestation of India’s affection and gratitude. The loss 

of this large-hearted, larger-than-life leader will be sensed not only in India but across the world.  
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