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Hello! Dear aspirants.
Today, we are going to discuss the most important part of speech, which is ‘VERB’. Once you 
know the verb and its uses then you increase your comprehension of English upto the great extent. 
We will provide you knowledge in a very effective and easy way. Kindly study this note carefully, 
learn well and practice persistently. 
NOW! Let’s get started with great energy. 

VERB 
(PART -1 FINITE VERBS)

 DEFINITIONS OF VERB:
 # A word used to describe an action, state, 

or occurrence, and forming the main 
part of the predicate of a sentence, such 
as hear, become, happen.

 # A word that characteristically is the 
grammatical center of a predicate and 
expresses an act, occurrence, or mode 
of being, that in various languages is in-
flected for agreement with the subject, 
for tense, for voice, for mood, or for 
aspect, and that typically has rather full 
descriptive meaning and characterising 
quality but is sometimes nearly devoid 
of these especially when used as an aux-
iliary or linking verb.

 # A verb is simply an action and it shows 
both action and state. 

 Verbs are used by all the languages in 
the world however, not used in the same 
ways. They are used in different languag-
es with different properties. For English 
language, it gets changed according to 
the tense We use sixteen verbs in the Ba-
sic English such as be, have, let, do, go, 
see, keep, come, give, take, send, seem, 
make, put, say, and get. Generally, verbs 
in a sentence give an idea of action or 
doing something so called action verbs. 
However, somewhere they give an idea 
of existence or state of being such as be, 
seem, exist, and belong, so called stative 
verbs. 

 TYPES OF VERB
A. Finite Verbs
B. Non-Finite Verbs

 FINITE VERBS: Finite verb is a verb 
which we use along with the given sub-
ject in a sentence. This verb justifies the 
state of subject. Such as love, hate, ap-
pear, enjoy, promise, etc.

 For example:
 # She enjoys.
 # He appears.
 # He promised to behave well in future.
 # She hates bad habits.

  Finite verbs are classified into two.
1. Main Verbs
2. Helping Verbs

MAIN VERBS
 Transitive Verbs:
 Transitive verbs are those verbs which 

we use together with a direct object (a 
thing or a person). Transitive verbs are 
like lift, owe, make, feed, drive, etc.

 For example:
 #  My friend owes me some money.
 # She feeds her kids daily.
 # She drives car to the market.

 Intransitive Verbs:
 Intransitive verbs are those verbs which 

do not have a direct object to express 
their meaning. Generally, intransitive 
verbs are followed by adjectives, ad-
verbs, verb complements or preposi-
tions. Intransitive verbs are like die, 
wait, respond, sit, look, arrive, etc.

 For example:
 # My father died of Dengue.
 # My class teacher arrived in class very 

late.
 # We wait for the exam from months.

 Forms of verbs:
 Regular verbs are those verbs that forms 
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their past tense and past participles by 
adding ‘-d’ or ‘-ed’ to the end of the 
verb. Most of the English verbs become 
regular verbs. Such as:

 Cook, cooked, cooked.
 #  In some words, the last consonant be-

come double before adding the ‘-ed’ at 
the end. Such as:

 Plan, planned, planned.
 #  The base form of some words are 

‘walk’ and ‘talk’ however they become 
‘walked’ and ‘talked’ when changed to 
regular verb.

 #  Regular verbs are conjugated words in a 
traditional form. Such as: ‘cook’ is a reg-
ular verb as it’s past tense is ‘cooked’; 
however, we cannot say ‘write’ a regular 
verb because it’s past tense is not ‘writ-
ed’. It would be ‘wrote’, thus ‘write’ is 
an irregular verb.

 Regular Verb-The 2nd and 3rd forms 
of the verb are the same.

Verb Simple Past Past 
Participle

to want wanted  wanted
to look  looked  looked 
to use  used  used 
to work  worked worked 
to call  called  called 
to try  tried  tried 
to ask  asked  asked 
to need  needed needed
to seem  seemed  seemed 
to help  helped  helped 
to talk  talked  talked 
to turn  turned  turned 
to start  started  started 
to play  played  played 
to move  moved  moved 
to like  liked  liked 
to live  lived  lived 
to believe  believed believed
to happen  happened happened

to provide  provided   provided
to include  included   included
to 
continue 

 continued   continued

to change  changed   changed
to watch  watched atched 
to follow  followed followed
to stop  stopped  stopped 
to create  created   created
to allow  allowed allowed
to add  added  added 
to open  opened  opened 
to walk   walked walked
to offer offered offered
to 
remember   

remembered remembered

to love  loved  loved 
to 
consider  

considered considered

to appear  appeared appeared
to wait  waited  waited 
to serve    served served
to die  died  died 
to expect   expected expected
to stay  stayed  stayed 
to reach  reached reached
to kill  killed  killed 
to remain  remained  remained
to suggest  suggested  suggested
to raise  raised  raised 
to pass  passed  passed 
to require  required  required
to report  reported     reported
to decide  decided  decided 
to pull  pulled  pulled
to return  returned  returned
to explain  explained explained
to hope  hoped  hoped 
to 
develop 

 developed developed
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to carry  carried   carried
to thank  thanked  thanked
to receive  received received
to join  joined  joined
to agree  agreed   agreed
to pick  picked picked
to support  supported supported
to end  ended  ended
to base  based  based
to 
produce 

 produced  produced

to face  faced  faced
to cover  covered  covered
to 
describe 

 described described

to cause  caused caused 
to point  pointed   pointed 
to listen  listened  listened
to realize  realized  realized
to place  placed   placed
to close  closed   closed
to involve  involved  involved

 Irregular verbs are generally known as 
strong verbs. Most commonly used ir-
regular verbs in the English language 
are can, go, get, be, say, do, draw, see, 
think, buy, bear, drink, eat, make, take, 
become, come, know, etc. Both regular 
and irregular verbs have five forms that 
are infinitive, simple present, simple 
past, past participle, and present par-
ticiple. Both vary in the formation of 
simple past and past participle.

 Irregular Verbs – All three forms of the 
verb are different.

 
Base 
Form

Past 
Simple 
(V2)

Past 
Participle
 (V3)

arise arose arisen
awake awoke awoken
be was/were been

bear bore born(e)
beat beat beaten
become became become
begin began begun
bend bent bent
bet bet bet
bind bound bound
bite bit bitten
bleed bled bled
blow blew blown
break broke broken
breed bred bred
bring brought brought
broadcast broadcast broadcast
build built built
burn burnt/

burned
burnt/
burned

burst burst burst
buy bought bought
can could … 

(been able)
catch caught caught
choose chose chosen
cling clung clung
come came come
cost cost cost
creep crept crept
cut cut cut
deal dealt dealt
dig dug dug
do did done
draw drew drawn
dream dreamt/

dreamed
dreamt/
dreamed

drink drank drunk
drive drove driven
eat ate eaten
fall fell fallen
feed fed fed
feel felt felt
fight fought fought
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find found found
fly flew flown
forbid forbade forbidden
forget forgot forgotten
forgive forgave forgiven
freeze froze frozen
get got got
give gave given
go went gone
grind ground ground
grow grew grown
hang hung hung
have had had
hear heard heard
hide hid hidden
hit hit hit
hold held held
hurt hurt hurt
keep kept kept
kneel knelt knelt
know knew known
lay laid laid
lead led led
lean leant/

leaned
leant/
leaned

learn learnt/
learned

learnt/
learned

leave left left
lent lent lent
lie 
(in bed)

lay lain

lie (to not
 tell the 
truth)

lied lied

light lit/
lighted

lit/lighted

lose lost lost
make made made
may might …
mean meant meant
meet met met

mow mowed mown/
mowed

must had to …
overtake overtook overtaken
pay paid paid
put put put
read read read
ride rode ridden
ring rang rung
rise rose risen
run ran run
saw sawed sawn/

sawed
say said said
see saw seen
sell sold sold
send sent sent
set set set
sew sewed sewn/

sewed
shake shook shaken
shall should …
shed shed shed
shine shone shone
shoot shot shot
show showed shown
shrink shrank shrunk
shut shut shut
sing sang sung
sink sank sunk
sit sat sat
sleep slept slept
slide slid slid
smell smelt smelt
sow sowed sown/

sowed
speak spoke spoken
spell spelt/

spelled
spelt/
spelled

spend spent spent
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spill spilt/
spilled

spilt/
spilled

spit spat spat
spread spread spread
stand stood stood
steal stole stolen
stick stuck stuck
sting stung stung
stink stank stunk
strike struck struck
swear swore sworn
sweep swept swept
swell swelled swollen/

swelled
swim swam swum
swing swung swung
take took taken
teach taught taught
tear tore torn
tell told told
think thought thought
throw threw thrown
understand understood understood

wake woke woken
wear wore worn
weep wept wept
will would …
win won won
wind wound wound
write wrote written

 Common Irregular Verbs-All three 
forms of the verb are the same.

Base 
Form

Simple 
Past

Past 
Participle

bet bet bet
cost cost cost
cut cut cut
hit hit hit

hurt hurt hurt
let let let

put put put
shut shut shut

 IMPORTANT! Confusing pairs of Verbs
 These similar-looking words below 

have dissimilar meanings. 
 Amused/bemused: To be amused is to 

be entertained; to be bemused is to be 
confused.

 Appraise/apprise: 
 To appraise is to evaluate; to apprise is 

to inform.
 Ascribe/subscribe: 
 To ascribe is to attach an idea to a source; 

to subscribe is to hold belief in an idea.
 Attain/obtain: 
 To attain is to reach; to obtain is to 

acquire.
 Barter/haggle: 
 To barter is to trade; to haggle is to 

negotiate.
 Born/borne: 
 To be born is to be brought forth; to be 

borne is to be carried along.
 Borrow/loan: 
 To borrow is to receive something for 

temporary use; to loan is to provide 
something on those terms.

 Careen/career: 
 To careen is to lean over to one side or 

to sway; to career is to hurry carelessly.
 Censor/censure: 
 To censor is to ban; to censure is to 

reprimand.
 Criticize/critique:
 To criticize is to judge harshly or in 

a negative manner; to critique is to 
evaluate.

 Denigrate/deprecate: 
 To denigrate is to defame or belittle; 

to deprecate is to disapprove or 
deemphasize.

 Differ/vary: 
 To differ is to disagree or to be distinct 

from; to vary is to change (although 
differ can also refer to variation).
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 Espouse/expound:
 To espouse is to support; to expound 

means to state, explain, or defend (which 
is also distinct from the phrase “expand 
on,” which means to provide additional 
or digressive details).

 Rebut/refute: 
 To rebut is to argue in response to 

another argument; to refute is to deny an 
argument.

 Wangle/wrangle: 
 To wangle is to obtain by underhanded 

means; to wrangle is to wrestle.
 Non-continuous verbs- 
 The verbs are not generally used in 

continuous and perfect continuous tenses.
 It is important to understand that not 

all verbs can be used in the continuous 
form. We will refer to these verbs as 
‘Non-continuous Verbs. Another thing 
which is particular about verbs and the 
continuous forms is that some verbs 
that can be used in both the simple and 
perfect forms and also in the continuous 
forms have two different meanings.

 Verbs that are physical actions which 
you can see someone doing can be used 
in all forms and with all tenses; run, 
walk, eat, read, fly, say, touch etc. can be 
used in all tenses.

 NON-CONTINUOUS VERBS
 Non-continuous verbs; verbs that cannot 

be used in continuous forms are usually 
verbs that you cannot see somebody 
doing. These verbs are rarely used in 
continuous forms. They are:

 Abstract verbs:  
 Be, want, cost, need, care, contain, owe, 

exist etc.
 Possession verbs: 
 Own, belong, possess etc.
 Emotion Verbs: 
 Like, love, hate, dislike, fear, envy etc.
 She needs help.  Not She is needing help.
 He wants a break. Not He is wanting a 

break.

 VERBS WITH DIFFERENT        
MEANINGS

 There is a small group of verbs that have 
different meanings. Some meanings 
behave like non-continuous verbs while 
other meanings behave like normal 
verbs.

 Here is a list of verbs that have different 
meanings when used in the continuous 
forms/tenses;

 to appear:
 Sarah appears confused. Non-

Continuous Verb
 (Sarah seems confused.)
 My favourite singer is appearing at the 

jazz club tonight. Normal Verb
 (My favourite singer is giving a 

performance at the jazz club tonight.)
 to have:
 I have a pound now. 
 Non-Continuous Verb
 (I possess a pound.)
 I am having fun now. Normal Verb
 (I am experiencing fun now.)
 to hear:
 She hears the music. 
 Non-Continuous Verb
 (She hears the music with her ears.)
 She is hearing voices. Normal Verb
 (She hears something others cannot hear. 
 She is hearing voices in her mind.)
 to look:
 Tess looks tired. Non-Continuous Verb
 (She seems tired.)
 Jane is looking at the pictures.
 Normal Verb
 (She is looking with her eyes.)
 to miss:
 John misses Sarah. 
  Non-Continuous Verb
 (He is sad because she is not there.)
 Alison is missing her favourite TV 

program. Normal Verb
 (She is not there to see her favourite 

program.)
 to see:
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 I see her. Non-Continuous Verb
 (I see her with my eyes.)
 I am seeing the doctor. 
 Normal Verb
 (I am visiting or consulting with a 

doctor.)
 I am seeing her. Normal Verb
 (I am having a relationship with her.)
 He is seeing ghosts at night. 
 Normal Verb
 (He sees something others cannot see. 

For example a vision of the future, etc.)
 to smell:
 The coffee smells good. 
 Non-Continuous Verb
 (The coffee has a good smell.)
 I am smelling the flowers. Normal Verb
 (I am sniffing the flowers to see what 

their smell is like.)
 to taste:
 The coffee tastes good. 
 Non-Continuous Verb
 (The coffee has a good taste.)
 I am tasting the wine. 
 Normal Verb
 (I am trying the wine to see what it tastes 

like.)
 to think:
 He thinks the test is easy.
 Non-Continuous Verb
 (He considers the test to be easy.)
 She is thinking about the question. 

Normal Verb
 (She is pondering the question, going 

over it in her mind.)
 to weigh:
 The case weighs a lot.
 Non-Continuous Verb
 (The case is heavy.)
 She is weighing herself. Normal Verb
 (She is determining her weight.)

 HELPING VERBS:
 Helping verbs are also called auxiliary 

verbs, these verbs are used with a 
main verb to show the verb’s tense, to 
form a negative sentence or to ask a 

question. Generally, it accompanies 
a main verb which provides the main 
semantic content of the clause. It is 
used to add functional or grammatical 
meaning in several different ways to 
the clauses in which they appear. It 
helps to express tense (past, present, 
or future), grammatical aspect (means 
how verb relates to the flow of time), 
modality (quantifies verbs) and voice (in 
order to describe relationship between 
verb’s action and participants identified 
by verb’s subject, object, etc). Most 
common auxiliary verbs are like: have, 
be, and do.

 For example:
 # Does doctor write all his own reports?
 # Students haven’t written all the essays 

yet.
 # Tiara is sending an e-mail to her class 

teacher.
 PRIMARY AUXILIARY VERB
 Have
 It is very important verb which can stand 

alone in all tenses including have, has, 
had, having, hadn’t or had not. It denotes 
the ownership in a sentence and discusses 
ability or describes appearance. It is 
used as substitute for the verbs “eat” and 
“drink.” Such as: “Let’s have breakfast.”

 Do
 It is used as an action verb which can 

also stands alone in all tenses including 
to do, do, done, does, did, didn’t, did not 
or doesn’t. In order to make a complete 
verb phrase, it is paired up with another 
verb. It is also used to add emphasis in 
the sentence. We generally use ‘do’ to 
ask questions and make negated clauses.

 Be
 It is also very important verb used as an 

action verb and stands alone in all tenses 
including to be, be, am, been, is, was, are, 
wasn’t, are not, were, aren’t, weren’t, 
was not, and were not. It also needs to 
be paired up with another verb in order 
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to create a complete verb phrase. It can 
be present or past and singular or plural. 
It is used to make negative sentences by 
adding the word “not”.

 There are three common auxiliary verbs:
 # Have (includes has, have, had, and 

having)
 # Do (includes does, do, and did)
 # Be (includes is, am, are, was, were, being 

and been)
 AUXILIARY VERBS IN THE 

SENTENCES
 Following are some examples showing 

the use of auxiliary verbs and verb 
phrases, such as:

 # He is taking me to the airport.
 # He didn’t arrive on time at airport.
 # Unfortunately, my breakfast has been 

eaten by the cat.
 # I have purchased a new book in place of 

one that was lost in school.
 # I don’t have your book lost in the school.
 # I was making cake for dessert in dinner.
 # He has been working hard all through 

the day.
 # Sarah doesn’t learn roller skate.
 # Did he bring lunch?

 USE OF PRIMARY AUXILIARY 
VERB

 Following are some rules and tips to use 
auxiliary verbs in the sentence:

• More than one auxiliary verb can be used 
together in a sentence. A clause contains 
at least one main verb however they can 
have two, three, or perhaps even more 
auxiliary verbs, such as:

 The papers will have been scrutinised 
by the English teacher. (This sentence 
contains three auxiliary verbs and one 
main verb). In this sentence, auxiliary 
verbs are ‘will, have, been’ and main 
verb is ‘scrutinised’.

• Be, do, and have are auxiliary verbs 
which can also be stand-alone verbs 
in the sentence. Such auxiliary verbs 

teamed up with other verbs to complete 
the verb phrase.

• All progressive tenses use a form of ‘be’. 
Present progressive tense uses pattern 
(am, is, or are + present participle), past 
progressive tense (was or were + present 
participle) and future progressive tense 
(will + be + present participle).

• All perfect tenses use a form of ‘have’ 
(has, have, had, ). Present perfect tense 
follows a pattern (has or have + past 
participle), past perfect tense (had + past 
participle) and future perfect tense (will 
+ have + past participle).

• Emphatic tense is made by the use of 
form of ‘do’ (does, do, did, doing) as an 
auxiliary verb. It is used to ask questions 
or emphasizing an action. It uses patterns 
like (form of do + main verb) and (form 
of do + subject + main verb).

 PRIMARY AUXILIARIES USED 
AS MAIN VERBS

 All the primary auxiliaries can also 
be used as main verbs. This usage is 
illustrated in the following examples:

 # Kurchatovs laboratory in Leningrad did 
groundbreaking work in nuclear physics.

 # Yellowstone is famous for its geysers.
 # Vacuum distillation has two main 

applications.
 Do, and to a large extent have, fully 

behave as main verbs, e.g. by requiring 
do-insertion in the formation of 
interrogative and negative clauses:

 # Does vacuum distillation have two main 
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applications?
 # Kurchatov's laboratory in Leningrad did 

not do groundbreaking work in nuclear 
physics.

 Be, on the other hand, retains some 
auxiliary properties, even when it is used 
as a main verb. Thus, interrogatives and 
negatives do not require the insertion of 
do:

 # Is Yellowstone famous for its geysers?
 # Yellowstone is not famous for its 

geysers.
MODAL AUXILIARY VERB

 There are some modal auxiliary verbs 
in addition to the three main auxiliary 
verbs. Modal auxiliary verbs never 
change form. Following are modal 
auxiliary verbs: 

 Can, could, may, might, must, ought to, 
shall, should, will, would, dare, need, 
ought, etc.

 Rules of Modal Auxiliary Verbs
 Modal auxiliary verbs (can, could, must, 

might, may, should, shall, will, ought to, 
would) have only one form and never 
change their form, so we cannot add 
‘ed’, ‘ing’, or ‘s’ to the end of words. 
They follow a pattern (modal + main 
verb), (modal + be + present participle) 
and (modal + have + past participle).

 USE MODAL AUXILIARY VERB
 Will / Would
 will / won’t + base form of the verb
1. Karan will pick you up at 10:00am.
2. Beth won’t be happy with the results of 

the exam.
 Polite Request or Statement
 Will / Would + base form of the verb
1. Will you please take the trash out?
2. Would you mind if I sat here?
3. I’d (I would) like to sign up for your 

workshop.
 Habitual Past Action
 Would/Wouldn’t + base form of the 

verb

1. When I was a child, I would spend hours 
playing with my train set.

2. Peter wouldn’t eat broccoli when he was 
a kid. He loves it now.

 Shall, Should, Ought to
 To Offer of Assistance or Polite 

Suggestion (When you are quite sure of 
a positive answer)

 Shall + subject + base form of the verb
1. Shall we go for a walk?
 Note: Shall is only used with I or we. 

It is used instead of will only in formal 
English.

 To Offer of Assistance or Polite 
Suggestion (When you are not sure of a 
positive answer)

 Should + subject + base form of the 
verb

1. Should I call a doctor?
 A Prediction or Expectation that 

Something Will Happen
 should/shouldn’t + base form of the 

verb
1. The proposal should be finished on time.
2. I shouldn’t be late. The train usually 

arrives on time.
 To Give Advice
 should / ought to + base form of the verb
1. You should check that document before 

you send it out.
2. You ought to have your car serviced 

before the winter.
 To Give Advice (about something you 

think wrong or unacceptable)
 shouldn’t + base form of the verb
1. James shouldn’t teach him words like 

those.
 Can, Could, Be Able To
 Can, could and be able to are used to 

express a variety of ideas in English:
 Ability/Lack of Ability
 Present and Future:
 can/can’t + base form of the verb
1. Tom can write poetry very well.
2. I can help you with that next week.
3. Lisa can’t speak French.
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 am / is / are / will be + able to + base 
form of the verb

 am not/ isn’t / aren’t/ won’t be + able 
to + base form of the verb

1. Mike is able to solve complicated math 
equations

2. The support team will be able to help 
you in about ten minutes.

3. I won’t be able to visit you next summer.
 Past:
 could / couldn’t + base form of the 

verb
1. When I was a child I could climb trees.
 was / were + able to + base form of the 

verb
 wasn’t / weren’t + able to + base form 

of the verb
 hasn’t / haven’t + been able to + base 

form of the verb
1. I wasn’t able to visit her in the hospital.
2. He hasn’t been able to get in touch with 

the client yet.
 Note: Can and could do not take an 

infinitive (to verb) and do not take the 
future auxiliary will.

• Incorrect: I can to help you this afternoon.
• Correct: I can help you this afternoon.
• Correct: I will (I’ll) be able to help you 

this afternoon.
 Possibility / Impossibility
 can / can’t + base form of the verb
1. You can catch that train at 10:43.
2. He can’t see you right now. He’s in 

surgery.
 could + base form of the verb
1. I could fly via Amsterdam if I leave the 

day before.
 Ask Permission / Give Permission
 Can + Subject + base form of the verb 

(informal)
1. Can you lend me ten dollars?
 Can + base form of the verb (informal)
1. You can borrow my car.
 Could + subject + base form of the 

verb (polite)
1. Could I have your number?

2. Could I talk to your supervisor please?
 Make a suggestion – To make a 

suggestion use:
 Could + base form of the verb 

(informal)
1. You could take the tour of the castle 

tomorrow.
 May, Might
 Formal Permission / Formal Prohibition
 may / may not + base form of the verb
1. You may start your exam now.
2. You may not wear sandals to work.
 Polite Request
 May + subject + base form of the verb
1. May I help you?
 Possibility / Negative Possibility
 may/ might + base form of the verb
1. We may go out dinner tonight. Do you 

want to join us?
2. Our company might get the order if the 

client agrees to the price.
 may not / might not + base form of the 

verb
1. Adam and Sue may not buy that house. 

It’s very expensive.
2. They might not buy a house at all.
 To Make a Suggestion (when there is no 

better alternative)
 may as well / might as well + base form 

of the verb
1. You may as well come inside. John will 

be home soon.
2. We might as well take Friday off. There’s 

no work to be done anyway.
 Polite Suggestion
 might + base form of the verb
1. You might like to try the salmon fillet. 

It’s our special today.
 Dare, need and used to 
 Both dare and need can be used as 

auxiliary verbs. In this use, like other 
auxiliaries, they precede not and they 
invert with the subject in the formation 
of yes/no questions.

1.  I dare not speak to the Dean about this. ( 
the modal auxiliary would: I would not 
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speak to the Dean...)
2.  We need not tell the Dean about this. (the 

modal must: We must not tell the Dean 
about this.)

3.  Dare I speak to the Dean about this?
4.  Need we tell the Dean about this?
 Both verbs may also be constructed as 

main verbs. In this use, like main verbs, 
they require do-insertion when negated by 
not and in yes/no questions:

5.  I did not dare to speak to the Dean about 
this.

6.  We do not need to tell the Dean about this.
7.  Do I dare to speak to the Dean about this?
8.  Do I need to tell the Dean about this?
 The main verb construction is also 

distinguished by the form of the following 
verb. Thus, whereas auxiliaries are 
followed by the so called bare infinitive, 
which lacks the infinitive marker to, in the 
main verb construction, dare and need are 
followed by the to-infinitive. 

 Moreover, when used as main verbs, both 
dare and need agree with the verb, e.g. by 
taking the 3rd person singular. The first 
pair of examples below illustrates the 
auxiliary construction, whereas the second 
pair illustrates the main verb construction:

9.  No one dare approach him before breakfast.
10.  Everyone need approach him at the right 

time.
11.  No one dares to approach him before 

breakfast.
12.  Everyone needs to approach him at the 

right time.
 The main verb construction is the most 

common alternative in positive declaratives, 
as in our last examples. However, the 
auxiliary construction has some currency 
in academic texts, especially with need. 

 USED TO + INFINITIVE:
 We use this expression to talk about habits 

or repeated actions in the past which we 
don't do in the present. We also use it to 
talk about states in the past which are no 
longer true. For example:

• I used to have long hair (but now I have 
short hair).

• He used to smoke (but now he doesn't smoke).
• They used to live in India (but now they 

live in Germany).
 Watch out! With the negative and the 

question it's 'use' and not 'used':
• Did you use to be a teacher?
• Did he use to study French?
• She didn't use to like chocolate, but she 

does now.
• I didn't use to want to have a nice house.
 We can also use 'would + infinitive' to talk 

about a habit or repeated action in the past. 
We usually use 'would + infinitive' in this 
way when we're telling a story about the 
past. So, we can say:

• When I was a student, we would often 
have a drink after class on a Friday.

• When I lived in Italy, we would go to a 
little restaurant near our house.

 Be used to:
 We use 'be used to + verb-ing' to talk about 

things which feel normal for us or things 
that we are accustomed to:

• I'm used to getting up early, so I don't mind 
doing it (= getting up early is normal for 
me, it's what I usually do).

• My little daughter is used to eating lunch at 
noon. So she was grumpy yesterday when 
we didn't eat until one.

 Note that we make the negative or the 
question with the verb 'be' in the normal 
way. The 'used to' doesn't change:

• Lucy isn't used to staying up late, so she's 
very tired today.

• Are your children used to walking a lot?
 We can also use 'be used to + noun', which 

has the same meaning:
• I've lived in the UK almost all my life, so 

I'm used to rain (= rain is normal for me).
• That football team always lose, so they're 

used to disappointment!
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 We can put the verb 'be' into any tense. 
So we can talk about things in the past 
or the future as well as the present using 
this expression:

• It was difficult when I first started 
university, because I wasn't used to the 
amount of work we had to do.

• Soon I'll be used to driving in London 
and I won't be so frightened!

 We can use 'get used to + verb-ing' to 
talk about the change of not normal 

to normal. We can also use this in any 
tense:

• Don't worry if your new job is hard at 
first. You'll get used to it.

• It took me a while, but I got used 
to speaking another language every 
day.

• It took me a few months to get used 
to living in Japan. At first everything 
seemed very different, but then gradually 
it became normal for me.

 Have to, has to in the Simple Present
Pronouns Affirmative 

sentences
Negative 
sentences

Questions

I, we, you, they I have to 
get up early.

I do not have 
to get up early.

Do I have 
to get up early?

he, she, it She has to 
get up early.

She does 
not have 
to get up 

early.

Does she have
 to get up early?

Had to in the Simple Past
Pronouns Affirmative sentences Negative sentences Questions
I, he, she, it, 
we, you, they

I had to get up early. I did not have 
to get upearly.

Did I have 
to get upearly?
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