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Hello! Dear aspirants.
Today, the most important topic is going to be discussed because this is the foundation of the whole 
sentence. Most of the grammatical rules which are asked in the exams based on ‘SUBJECT-VERB 
AGREEMENT’. As you know, we always try our best to provide you the best and useful content so 
that you could score better and get selection. So please, study this note very carefully and enjoy 
it. Let’s start the discussion.
VERB AGREEMENT

 

 What is Subject?

 A person or thing that is being discussed, described, 
or dealt with.

 What is Verb? 

 A word used to describe an action, state, or occur-
rence, and forming the main part of the predicate of 
a sentence, such as: hear, become, happen.

 What is "Agreement" in English Grammar?

 The "Agreement" rule dictates that corresponding 
parts of a sentence must match – "agree with" – one 
another.

 What is Subject-Verb Agreement?

 The subject and verb must agree in number: both 
must be singular, or both must be plural. Problems 
occur in the present tense because one must add 
an -s or -es at the end of the verb when the subjects 
or the entity performing the action is a singular third 
person: he, she, it, or words for which these pro-
nouns could substitute.

 

 Pay attention towards the difference between singu-
lar and plural forms in the following examples:

Singular Plural
The student sings. (He 
or she sings)

Your children sing. 
(They sing)

The bird does migrate. 
(It does)

Those birds do migrate. 
(They do)

 In order to find out if your subject and verb agree, 
you need to be able to identify the subject of your 
sentence. Here are some helpful hints that will help 
you to decipher where your subject is and where it 
is not.

 Where is my subject?

 Most likely, your verb will agree with the first noun 
to the left of the verb:

The Supreme Court judge decides the appropriate 
penalty.
Subject: judge Verb: decides

The committee members were 
satisfied with the resolution.
Subject: members Verb: were
Over the ripples glides a small canoe.
Subject: a small canoe Verb: glides

 Occasionally, a sentence has the subject after the 
verb instead of before it. This strategy is often used 
for poetic effect.

There was a well-
known writer at the 
meeting.
Subject: a well-known 
writer

Verb: was

The group of students is going on a field trip.

Subject: the group MP: of students
V e r b : 
is

 You will not find the subject in a modifying 
phrase (MP), a phrase that starts with a preposition, 
a gerund, or a relative pronoun and that modifies the 
meaning of the noun or subject under discussion.
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The survey 
covering seven 
colleges reveals 
a growth in 
enrollment.
Subject: the 
survey

MP: covering 
seven colleges

Verb: reveals

The speaker whom you saw at the 
lecture is one of the state senators 
from Minnesota.

Subject: 
the speaker

MP: whom 
you saw at 
the lecture

Verb: is

The quarterback and the coach are having a 
conference.
Subject: the quarterback 
and the coach

Verb: are having

 If subjects are joined by and, they are consid-
ered plural.

 If subjects are joined by or or nor, the verb should 
agree with the closer subject.

Either the actors or the 
director is at fault.
Subjects: actors, 
director

Verb: is

Either the director or the actors 
are at fault.
Subjects: director, 
actors

Verb: are

The sales manager is a good researcher who 
spends a great amount of time surfing the Web for 
information.
Subject: the sales 
manager

Verbs: is, spends

  The relative pronouns (who, whom, which, and 
that) are either singular or plural, depending on the 
words they refer to.

Sales managers are 
good researchers 
who spend a great 
amount of time 
surfing the Web 
for information.
Subject: sales 
managers

Verbs: are, spend

 Indefinite pronouns (someone, somebody, each, ei-
ther one, everyone, or anyone) are considered sin-
gular and need singular verbs although they convey 
plural meaning.

Anyone who wants to pursue higher education 
has to pass entrance exams.
Subject: anyone Verbs: wants, has

Everyone on the committee 
is welcome to express his/her 
ideas.
Subject: everyone Verb: is
The jury is sequestered.
Subject: jury Verb: is

  A few nouns can be either plural or singular, de-
pending on whether they mean a group or separate 
individuals. These words are rarely used as plurals 
in modern writing.

The jury are having 
an argument.
Subject: jury Verb: are having
The news of the discovery is spreading.
Subject: news Verb: is

  A few subjects look plural but are really singular or 
vice versa.

The mass media have 
publicized the facts.

Subject: mass media
Verb: have 
publicized

The data amaze everyone.
Subject: data Verb: amaze

 Now we discuss some more important Examples:

 “A subject and verb may be separated by an accom-
panying phrase without changing the agreement.”

 The child, together with his grandmother and his 
parents, is going to the beach.

 This sentence is grammatically correct. When a 
phrase sandwiched by commas comes between a 
subject and a verb, the subject and verb must still 
agree, even if the sandwiched phrase contains other 
nouns. The accompanying phrase "his grandmother 
and his parents" only provides extra information and 
does not alter in any way the grammatical relation-
ship between the subject (the child) and the verb (is 
going).
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 "Of" Phrase

 Often, a sentence will begin with a noun, imme-
diately followed by a group of words beginning 
with "of" that includes another noun. When two 
or more nouns precede a verb, it can sometimes be 
hard to tell which noun the verb should agree with. 
But that's where the concept of additive phrases 
can help us. In most cases, "of" phrases are added 
just to complicate the sentence, and can be crossed 
out, leaving us with a simple noun-verb agreement 
question.

 Look at this sentence:

 The goal of the architects are to create the most 
stunning and functional building in the city.

 Does the verb agree with the subject? It's difficult to 
say at first glance, because we don't know yet what 
the subject is. TWO nouns precede the verb: which 
is the subject?

 

 If the plural noun "architects" is the subject, then 
the plural verb "are" is in fact correct. But if the 
singular noun "goal" is the subject, then the plural 
noun "are" is incorrect.

 "For" Phrase

 Just like "of" phrases, "for" phrases add ex-
tra information to a sentence, which means 
that their contents cannot affect noun-verb 
agreement in the main part of the sentence.  
Look at these two sentences. Which is correct?

 The book I bought for my students tells the story 
of a Russian immigrant's experience in the United 
States.

 The book I bought for my students tell the story 
of a Russian immigrant's experience in the United 
States.

 The portion of the sentence we're concerned with 
contains two verbs in addition to there being three 
possible subjects: two nouns, and one pronoun.

 

 Neither and either always take singular verbs when 
acting as the subject of a sentence.

  
Here we have an example of a sentence in which the 
word "neither," not the plural noun "rosebushes," is 
the subject of the sentence. As per the stated rules 
above, "Neither" takes a singular verb when it acts 
as the subject of the sentence. Therefore, the sin-
gular verb "is" is correct. The sentence requires no 
alterations.

 

 Indefinite pronouns can pose special problems in 
subject – verb agreement.

 The difficulty is that some indefinite pronouns 
sound plural when they are really singular.

 As subjects, the following indefinite pronouns AL-
WAYS take singular verbs.  Look at them closely.

                 

                                                  These should be easy to remember.

                

 However, the following indefinite pronouns AL-
WAYS take plural verbs.
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 EXCEPTIONS:

 A third group of indefinite pronouns takes either a 
singular or plural verb depending on the pronoun’s 
meaning in the sentence.  Look at them closely.                          

    

      

 Here is a list of frequently used prepositions:           

 

 A prepositional phrase may be placed between the 
subject and verb.

   

 NOW TOP 10 RULES.

 

 

 Rule 1. A subject will come before a phrase begin-
ning with of. This is a key rule for understanding 
subjects. The word of is the culprit in many, perhaps 
most, subject-verb mistakes.

 Hasty writers, speakers, readers, and listeners might 
miss the all-too-common mistake in the following 
sentence:

 A bouquet of yellow roses lend colour and fragrance 
to the room. (Wrong)

 A bouquet of yellow roses lends . . . (bouquet lends, 
not roses lend) (Correct)

 Rule 2. Two singular subjects connected by or, ei-
ther/or, or neither/nor require a singular verb.

 Examples:

 My aunt or my uncle is arriving by train today.

 Neither Juan nor Carmen is available.

 Either Kiana or Casey is helping today with stage 
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decorations.

 Rule 3. The verb in either/or, or neither/nor sen-
tence agrees with the noun or pronoun closest to it.

 Examples:

 Neither the plates nor the serving bowl goes on that 
shelf.

 Neither the serving bowl nor the plates go on that 
shelf.

 Rule 4. As a general rule, use a plural verb with two 
or more subjects when they are connected by and.

 Example: A car and a bike are my means of trans-
portation.

 Exceptions:

 Breaking and entering is against the law.

 The bed and breakfast was charming.

 NOTE: In those sentences, breaking and entering 
and bed and breakfast are compound nouns.

 Rule 5.1. Sometimes the subject is separated from 
the verb by such words as along with, as well as, 
besides, not, etc. These words and phrases are not 
part of the subject. Ignore them and use a singular 
verb when the subject is singular.

 Examples:

 The politician, along with the newsmen, is expected 
shortly.

 Excitement, as well as nervousness, is the cause of 
her shaking.

 Rule 5.2. Parentheses are not part of the subject.

 Example: Joe (and his trusty mutt) was always 
welcome.

 Rule 6. In sentences beginning with here or there, 
the true subject follows the verb.

  Examples:

 There are four hurdles to jump.

 There is a high hurdle to jump.

 Here are the keys.

 NOTE: The word there's, a contraction of there 

is, leads to bad habits in informal sentences like 
There's a lot of people here today, because it's easi-
er to say "there's" than "there are." Take care never 
to use there's with a plural subject.

 Rule 7. Use a singular verb with distances, periods 
of time, sums of money, etc., when considered as a 
unit.

 Examples:

 Three miles is too far to walk.

 Five years is the maximum sentence for that of-
fense.

 Ten dollars is a high price to pay.

 Rule 8. With words that indicate portions—e.g., a 
lot, a majority, some, all—Rule 1 given earlier in 
this section is reversed, and we are guided by the 
noun after of. If the noun after of is singular, use a 
singular verb. If it is plural, use a plural verb.

 Examples:

 A lot of the pie has disappeared.

 A lot of the pies have disappeared.

 A third of the city is unemployed.

 A third of the people are unemployed.

 All of the pie is gone.

 All of the pies are gone.

 Some of the pie is missing.

 Some of the pies are missing.

 Rule 9. With collective nouns such as group, jury, 
family, audience, population, the verb might be sin-
gular or plural, depending on the writer's intent.

 Examples:

 All of my family has arrived OR have arrived.

 Most of the jury is here OR are here.

 A third of the population was not in favor OR were 
not in favor of the bill.

 NOTE: Anyone who uses a plural verb with a col-
lective noun must take care to be accurate—and 
also consistent. It must not be done carelessly. The 
following is the sort of flawed sentence one sees 
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and hears a lot these days:

 The staff is deciding how they want to vote. [Care-
ful speakers and writers would avoid assigning the 
singular is and the plural they to staff in the same 
sentence.]

 Rewriting such sentences is recommended when-
ever possible. The preceding sentence would read 
even better as:

 The staff members are deciding how they want to 
vote.

 Rule 10. The word were replaces was in sentences 
that express a wish or are contrary to fact:

 Example: If Joe were here, you'd be sorry.

 Shouldn't Joe be followed by was, not were, given 
that Joe is singular? But Joe isn't actually here, so 
we say were, not was. The sentence demonstrates 
the subjunctive mood, which is used to express 
things that are hypothetical, wishful, imaginary, or 

factually contradictory. The subjunctive mood pairs 
singular subjects with what we usually think of as 
plural verbs.

 Examples:

 I wish it were Friday.

 She requested that he raise his hand.

 In the first example, a wishful statement, not a fact, 
is being expressed; therefore, were, which we usu-
ally think of as a plural verb, is used with the sin-
gular it. (Technically, it is the singular subject of 
the object clause in the subjunctive mood: it were 
Friday.)

 Normally, he raise would sound terrible to us. How-
ever, in the second example, where a request is be-
ing expressed, the subjunctive mood is correct.

 Note: The subjunctive mood is losing ground in 
spoken English but should still be used in formal 
speech and writing. 
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PRACTICE
 Choose the correct form of the verb that agrees 

with the subject.

1.  She and her brothers (is, are) at school.

2.  Either his mother or his father (is, are) coming to 
the meeting.

3.  The elephant or the horses (is, are) outside.

4.  Either my shoes or your coat (is, are) always on the 
floor.

5.  He and she (doesn't, don't) want to see that movie.

6.  Mukesh (doesn't, don't) know the answer.

7.  One of my sisters (is, are) going on a trip to France.

8.  The man with all the birds (live, lives) on my street.

9.  The movie, including all the previews, (take, takes) 
about two hours to watch.

10.  The players, as well as the captain, (want, wants) to 
win.

11.  Either answer (is, are) acceptable.

12.  Every one of those books (is, are) fiction.

13.  Nobody (know, knows) the trouble I've seen.

14.  (Is, Are) the news on at five or six?

15.  Mathematics (is, are) his favorite subject, while 
Civics (is, are) her favorite subject.

16.  Eight dollars (is, are) the price of a movie these 
days.

17.  (Is, Are) the tweezers in this drawer?

18.  Your pants (is, are) at the cleaner house.

19.  There (was, were) fifteen candies in that bag. Now 
there (is, are) only one left!

20.  The committee (debates, debate) these questions 
carefully.

ANSWERS:
1.  She and her brothers are at school.

2.  Either his mother or his father is coming to the 
meeting.

3.  The elephant or the horses are outside.

4.  Either my shoes or your coat is always on the floor.

5.  He and she don't want to see that movie.

6.  Mukesh doesn't know the answer.

7.  One of my sisters is going on a trip to France.

8.  The man with all the birds lives on my street.

9.  The movie, including all the previews, takes about 
two hours to watch.

10.  The players, as well as the captain, want to win.

11.  Either answer is acceptable.

12.  Every one of those books is fiction.

13.  Nobody knows the trouble I've seen.

14.  Is the news on at five or six?

15.  Mathematics is his favorite subject, while 
Civics is her favorite subject.

16.  Eight dollars is the price of a movie these days.

17.  Are the tweezers in this drawer?

18.  Your pants are at the cleaner house.

19.  There were fifteen candies in that bag. Now 
there is only one left!

20.  The committee debates these questions carefully.



[10]

STUDY NOTES FOR SSC AND STATE LEVEL EXAMS 

Write us : content @mahendras.org www.mahendraguru.com myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendras.org


