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 Reading Comprehension is the one of the complex 
section wherein you will be tested on your vocabulary, 
absorption and comprehension of the language. 
Unseen Passage is the ultimate test of your language 
skills.

 For the benefit of focused SSC aspirant like you, 
Mahendra Guru presents top 5 Unseen Passages with 
questions and Answer keys.

PASSAGE - 1
 Like their ancient toga-wearing counterparts, modern 

philosophers continue to disagree on the nature 
of freewill. Do we really have any control over the 
choices we make and the things we desire, and if so, 
to what degree?

 Theories of freewill vary, but the ancient words 
of Plato still line up with our modern perceptions 
of temptation and willpower. The revered Greek 
philosopher argued that the human experience is one 
of constant struggle between the intellect and the body, 
between rationality and desire. Along these lines, true 
freedom is only achievable when willpower unchains 
us from bodily, emotional, instinctual slavery.

 You can find similar sentiments throughout world 
religions, most of which offer a particular and often 
difficult path to rise above our darker natures.

 And science? Well, science mostly agrees with all of 
this. Willpower is all about overcoming your natural 
impulses to eat cupcakes, skip your morning workout, 
flirt with the waiter, hit the snooze alarm and check 
your e-mail during a funeral.

 Your willpower, however, is limited. If life were 
a video game, you'd see a glowing "willpower" or 
"ego" meter at the top of the screen next to your "life" 
meter. Successfully resist one temptation, and the 
meter depletes a little. The next temptation depletes 
the "willpower" meter even more, until there's nothing 
left at all.

 Our modern scientific understanding of willpower 
in large part stems from a 1996 research experiment 
involving chocolate and radishes. Psychologist Roy 
Baumeister led a study in which 67 test subjects were 
presented with tempting chocolate chip cookies and 
other chocolate-flavored treats before a persistence-
testing puzzle. Here's the catch: The researchers asked 
some of the participants to abstain from sweets and 
snack on radishes instead.

 Baumeister's results told a fascinating story. The 
test subjects who resisted the sweet stuff in favor of 
radishes performed poorly on the persistence test. 
They simply didn't have the willpower left to resist 
slacking off.

 The resulting paper, "Ego Depletion: Is the Active 
Self a Limited Resource?" inspired more than a 
thousand additional studies discussing everything 
from the influence of positive messages to the ego-
sapping power of daily decisions 

 Studies also show that cognitive capacity also affects 
our ability to hold out against temptation. Cognitive 
capacity is essentially your working memory, which 
you employ when resisting a temptation ... or holding 
a string of numbers in your head. A 1999 study from 
the University of Iowa professor Baba Shiv found that 
people tasked with remembering a two-digit number 
held out better than people remembering a seven-digit 
number when tempted with chocolate cake.

Q.1. What do you understand by ‘freewill’?

 (A) The choices we make and the things we desire

 (B) The choices that philosophers force us to make

 (C) Our perception of temptation

 (D) Our ego

Ans1.  The first option is correct. The answer can be found in 
the second sentence of the first paragraph, where after 
stating a general observation on ‘freewill’, an attempt 
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is made to define it.

Q.2. According to Plato, when is true freedom available?

 (A) When there is a struggle between the intellect   
 and the body

 (B) When our willpower helps us to overcome our  
 base instincts

 (C)  When we desire that which we cannot achieve

 (D)  When we have no control over our ego

Ans2.  The second option is correct, as is evident from the 
last line of the second paragraph – once our willpower 
becomes strong enough to overcome instant 
gratification, we are truly free.

Q3. In the second paragraph, what does the expression 
‘line up’ signify?

 (A) Align with (B) disagree with

 (C) Differ from (D) In discussion with

Ans3.  The first option is correct, as the second paragraph 
opens up by relating the fact that although the 
contemporary philosophers’ views vary, they still 
align with Plato’s thoughts.

Q4. What is meant by ‘cognitive capacity’?

 (A) Willpower  

 (B) Our ego

 (C) Our ability to overcome temptation

 (D) The desire to give in to temptation

Ans 4. The third option is correct, the last paragraph offers a 
working definition of ‘cognitive capacity’

Q5. From the RC given above, find a synonym for 
‘respected’

 (A) Cognitive (B) Temptation

 (C) Desire (D) Revered

Ans 5.  The fourth option is correct, ‘revered’ also means – to 
hold in high esteem, to respect.

 PASSAGE - 2
 Philosophy of Education is a label applied to the study 

of the purpose, process, nature and ideals of education. 
It can be considered a branch of both philosophy and 
education. Education can be defined as the teaching 
and learning of specific skills, and the imparting of 

knowledge, judgment and wisdom, and is something 
broader than the societal institution of education we 
often speak of.

  Many educationalists consider it a weak and woolly 
field, too far removed from the practical applications 
of the real world to be useful. But philosophers dating 
back to Plato and the Ancient Greeks have given the 
area much thought and emphasis, and there is little 
doubt that their work has helped shape the practice of 
education over the millennia.

 Plato is the earliest important educational thinker, and 
education is an essential element in "The Republic" 
(his most important work on philosophy and political 
theory, written around 360 B.C.). In it, he advocates 
some rather extreme methods: removing children 
from their mothers' care and raising them as wards 
of the state, and differentiating children suitable to 
the various castes, the highest receiving the most 
education, so that they could act as guardians of 
the city and care for the less able. He believed that 
education should be holistic, including facts, skills, 
physical discipline, music and art. Plato believed that 
talent and intelligence is not distributed genetically 
and thus is be found in children born to all classes, 
although his proposed system of selective public 
education for an educated minority of the population 
does not really follow a democratic model.

 Aristotle considered human nature, habit and reason 
to be equally important forces to be cultivated in 
education, the ultimate aim of which should be to 
produce good and virtuous citizens. He proposed 
that teachers lead their students systematically, and 
that repetition be used as a key tool to develop good 
habits, unlike Socrates' emphasis on questioning his 
listeners to bring out their own ideas. He emphasized 
the balancing of the theoretical and practical aspects of 
subjects taught, among which he explicitly mentions 
reading, writing, mathematics, music, physical 
education, literature, history, and a wide range of 
sciences, as well as play, which he also considered 
important.

  During the Medieval period, the idea of 
Perennialism was first formulated by St. Thomas 
Aquinas in his work "De Magistro". Perennialism 
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holds that one should teach those things deemed to be 
of everlasting importance to all people everywhere, 
namely principles and reasoning, not just facts (which 
are apt to change over time), and that one should teach 
first about people, not machines or techniques. It was 
originally religious in nature, and it was only much 
later that a theory of secular perennialism developed.

  During the Renaissance, the French skeptic 
Michel de Montaigne (1533 - 1592) was one of the 
first to critically look at education. Unusually for 
his time, Montaigne was willing to question the 
conventional wisdom of the period, calling into 
question the whole edifice of the educational system, 
and the implicit assumption that university-educated 
philosophers were necessarily wiser than uneducated 
farm workers, for example.

Q.1. What is the difference between the approaches of 
Socrates and Aristotle?

 (A) Aristotle felt the need for repetition to develop  
 good habits in students; Socrates felt that students  
 need to be constantly questioned

 (B) Aristotle felt the need for rote-learning; Socrates  
 emphasized on dialogic learning

 (C)  There was no difference

 (D) Aristotle emphasized on the importance of paying 

  attention to human nature; Socrates emphasized  
 upon science

Ans1.  The first option is correct – their approaches were 
different and this difference is quite explicitly 
explained in the fourth paragraph

Q.2. Why do educationists consider philosophy a ‘weak 
and woolly’ field?

 (A) It is not practically applicable

 (B) Its theoretical concepts are easily understood

 (C) It is irrelevant for education

 (D) None of the above

Ans.2.  The first option is correct because educationists 
believe that philosophical abstractions are not suitable 
for practical application.

Q.3. What do you understand by the term ‘Perennialism’, 
in the context of the given comprehension passage?

 (A) It refers to something which is of ceaseless   
 importance

 (B)  It refers to something which is quite unnecessary

 (C) It refers to something which is abstract and   
 theoretical

 (D) It refers to something which existed in the past  
 and no longer exists now

Ans3.  The first option is correct because the term comes from 
the root word ‘perennial’– which means ceaseless.

Q.4. Were Plato’s beliefs about education democratic?

 (A) He believed that only the rich have the right to  
 acquire education

 (B)  Yes

 (C) He believed that only a select few are meant to  
 attend schools

 (D) He believed that all pupils are not talented

Ans4.  The second option is correct – Plato’s beliefs were 
democratic but not his suggested practices

Q.5. Why did Aquinas propose a model of education which 
did not lay much emphasis on facts?

 (A) Facts are not important

 (B) Facts do not lead to holistic education

 (C) Facts change with the changing times

 (D) Facts are frozen in time

Ans5.  The third option is correct – facts do change with 
the changing times, hence, they are not of the utmost 
importance when aiming for holistic education.

PASSAGE – 3
  “A principal fruit of friendship,” Francis Bacon 

wrote in his timeless meditation on the subject, “is 
the ease and discharge of the fulness and swellings 
of the heart, which passions of all kinds do cause 
and induce.” For Thoreau, friendship was one of 
life’s great rewards. But in today’s cultural landscape 
of muddled relationships scattered across various 
platforms for connecting, amidst constant debates 
about whether our Facebook “friendships” are 
making us more or less happy, it pays to consider 
what friendship actually is. That’s precisely what 
CUNY philosophy professor Massimo Pigliucci 
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explores in Answers for Aristotle: How Science and 
Philosophy Can Lead Us to A More Meaningful Life 
(public library), which also gave us this provocative 
read on the science of what we call “intuition.”

  Philosophers and cognitive scientists agree 
that friendship is an essential ingredient of human 
happiness. But beyond the dry academic definitions 
— like, say, “voluntary interdependence between 
two persons over time, which is intended to facilitate 
socio-emotional goals of the participants, and may 
involve varying types and degrees of companionship, 
intimacy, affection and mutual assistance” — lies a 
body of compelling research that sheds light on how, 
precisely, friendship augments happiness. 

  The way friendship enhances well-being, it turns 
out, has nothing to do with quantity and everything 
to do with quality — researchers confirm that it isn’t 
the number of friends (or, in the case of Facebook, 
“friends”)

Q.1. Name one change effected in the present situation 
which hassled to a re-thinking of the concept of 
friendship

 (A) Bacon and Thoreau’s theories are no longer   
 available to read

 (B)  The arrival of social media on the scene

 (C)  There is more interest in the sciences

 (D)  Friendships are not possible in the real world   
 anymore, due to over-competition

 Ans1. The second part is the correct answer, since the passage 
mentions ‘Facebook’ a social networking website

 Q.2. Friendship leads to happiness. Is it true?

 (A) Yes, researches have proven that friendship does  
 lead to happiness

 (B) No, there is no relationship between friendship  
 and happiness

 (C) Friends cannot make each other happy

 (D) One needs to find one’s happiness alone, with  
 peace of mind

Ans2)  According to the given paragraph, the first answer is 
correct (as is mentioned in the second passage of the 
RC)

 Q.3. Did Pigluicci’s book discuss intuition too?

 (A) No, it only discussed friendship

 (B) It explained science and philosophy

 (C) It discusses Aristotle’s theories

 (D) Yes

Ans3.  The book does discuss intuition, as stated in the first 
paragraph. Hence the correct answer is the fourth 
option

 Q.4. Is the quality of friends important?

 (A)  No, it is important to have more number of friends,  
 quality does not matter

 (B) No, number of comments on social networking  
 sites is important, not the quality of friends

 (C)  Yes, it matter

 (D)  No, quality comes automatically with quantity

Ans4.  The third option is correct, as stated in the last 
paragraph – quality matters over quantity

Q.5. As per the first, paragraph what are the debates about?

 (A) They are centred around whether our Facebook  
 friends are helping us become more or less happy

 (B)  There are no debates around friendship

 (C)  The quality of comments of social media is   
 debatable

 (D)  Thoreau and Aristotle’s thinking is at loggerheads

Ans5.  The first option is correct, as per the first paragraph in 
the given RC

 PASSAGE - 4
  The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO, 

/ˈɪsroʊ/) is the space agency of the Government of 
India headquartered in the city of Bangalore. Its 
vision is to "harness space technology for national 
development while pursuing space science research 
and planetary exploration."

  Formed in 1969, ISRO superseded the erstwhile 
Indian National Committee for Space Research 
(INCOSPAR) established in 1962 by the efforts of 
independent India's first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, and his close aide and scientist Vikram Sarabhai. 
The establishment of ISRO thus institutionalized space 





[7]

STUDY NOTES FOR SSC AND STATE LEVEL EXAMS 

Write us : content @mahendras.org myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendraguru.comwww.mahendras.org

activities in India. It is managed by the Department of 
Space, which reports to the Prime Minister of India.

  ISRO built India's first satellite, Aryabhata, which 
was launched by the Soviet Union on 19 April 1975. 
It was named after the Mathematician Aryabhata. 
In 1980, Rohini became the first satellite to be 
placed in orbit by an Indian-made launch vehicle, 
SLV-3. ISRO subsequently developed two other 
rockets: the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) 
for launching satellites into polar orbits and the 
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) 
for placing satellites into geostationary orbits. These 
rockets have launched numerous communications 
satellites and earth observation satellites. Satellite 
navigation systems like GAGAN and IRNSS have 
been deployed. In January 2014, ISRO successfully 
used an indigenous cryogenic engine in a GSLV-D5 
launch of the GSAT-14.

  ISRO sent a lunar orbiter, Chandrayaan-1, on 
22 October 2008 and a Mars orbiter, Mars Orbiter 
Mission, on 5 November 2013, which successfully 
entered Mars orbit on 24 September 2014, making 
India the first nation to succeed on its first attempt to 
Mars, and ISRO the fourth space agency in the world 
as well as the first space agency in Asia to successfully 
reach Mars orbit. On 18 June 2016 ISRO successfully 
set a record with a launch of 20 satellites in a single 
payload, one being a satellite from Google. On 15 
February 2017, ISRO launched 104 satellites in a 
single rocket (PSLV-C37) and created a world record. 
ISRO launched its heaviest rocket, Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle-Mark III (GSLV-Mk III), 
on 5 June 2017 and placed a communications satellite 
GSAT-19 in orbit. With this launch, ISRO became 
capable of launching 4 ton heavy satellites.

Q.1. Is the ISRO a private organization?

 (A) No, it is a government organization

 (B) Yes, it is a private organization

 (C) It used to be a government organization but not  
 anymore

 (D) It is a non-functional entity

Ans1.  the first option is correct – the ISRO is a government 
organization

Q.2. The ISRO only launches other nations’ satellites?

 (A) Yes, it generates revenue through launching   
 foreign satellites only

 (B) No, it is involved in space and planetary   
 exploration

 (C) It deals with geographical spaces on earth

 (D) It searches for aliens

Ans2. The second option is correct, as per the first passage 
of the RC

 Q.3. India still uses foreign-made satellite launch vehicles?

 (A) No, it has its own satellite launch vehicles

 (B)  Yes

 (C) Only India’s first satellite – Aryabhata – was   
 launched by the Soviet union

 (D) None of the above

Ans3.  The third option is correct

Q.4. From the third paragraph, choose a word which is 
closes in meaning to ‘assistant’:

 (A) scientist (B) aide

 (C) independent (D) institutionalized

Ans4. The second option is correct. If one considers the 
etymology of the word ‘aide’, it comes from ‘aid’ – 
which means, to help

Q5.  Who was Aryabhata, according to the third paragraph?

 (A) A scientist

 (B) a mathematician

 (C) India’s prime minister

 (D) The head of ISRO

Ans5.  Aryabhata was a mathematician

 PASSAGE - 5
  The Indian Army is the land-based branch and 

the largest component of the Indian Armed Forces. 
The President of India is the Supreme Commander of 
the Indian Army, and it is commanded by the Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS), who is a four-star general. 
Two officers have been conferred with the rank of 
field marshal, a five-star rank, which is a ceremonial 
position of great honour. The Indian Army originated 
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from the armies of the East India Company, which 
eventually became the British Indian Army, and the 
armies of the princely states, which finally became 
the national army after independence. The units and 
regiments of the Indian Army have diverse histories 
and have participated in a number of battles and 
campaigns across the world, earning a large number 
of battle and theatre honours before and after 
Independence.

  The primary mission of the Indian Army is to 
ensure national security and national unity, defending 
the nation from external aggression and internal 
threats, and maintaining peace and security within its 
borders. It conducts humanitarian rescue operations 
during natural calamities and other disturbances, like 
Operation Surya Hope, and can also be requisitioned 
by the government to cope with internal threats. It is 
a major component of national power alongside the 
Indian Navy and the Indian Air Force. The army 
has been involved in four wars with neighbouring 
Pakistan and one with China. Other major operations 
undertaken by the army include: Operation Vijay, 
Operation Meghdoot and Operation Cactus. Apart 
from conflicts, the army has conducted large peace 
time exercises like Operation Brasstacks and Exercise 
Shoorveer, and it has also been an active participant 
in numerous United Nations peacekeeping missions 
including those in: Cyprus, Lebanon, Congo, Angola, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Namibia, El Salvador, Liberia, 
Mozambique and Somalia.

 The Indian Army has a regimental system, but is 
operationally and geographically divided into seven 
commands, with the basic field formation being a 
division. It is an all-volunteer force and comprises 
more than 80% of the country's active defence 
personnel. It is the 2nd largest standing army in the 
world, with 1,237,117 active troops and 960,000 
reserve troops. The army has embarked on an infantry 
modernisation program known as Futuristic Infantry 
Soldier As a System (F-INSAS), and is also upgrading 
and acquiring new assets for its armoured, artillery 
and aviation branches

Q1. Is the chief of army a five-star general?

 (A) Yes

 (B) No, he is a four-star general

 (C) No, the field marshal is the five-star general

 (D) No, the chief of army is the president

Ans1. The chief of army is a four-star general, as per the first 
paragraph

Q.2. What is the basic field formation in the Indian army?

 (A) The regiment (B) The division

 (C) The infantry (D) Aviation

Ans2.  The second option is the correct answer, according to 
the last paragraph of the RC

Q.3. Is the Indian army involved in any peace-making 
efforts?

 (A) no, it only involves itself in conflict situations

 (B) It helps in rebuilding cities ravaged by wars

 (C) Yes, it does involve itself in peace-making efforts

 (D) It does not enter into conflict zones

Ans3.  The third option is the correct answer, according to the 
second paragraph of the RC

 Q.4. Is the Indian army the only component of national 
power?

 (A) Yes

 (B) No, national power is a combination of the army,  
 the navy and the air force

 (C)  No, the navy is the only component

 (D) no, all national power lies in the hands of the   
 government

Ans4.  The second option is correct, since the three arms of 
the national power are – the army, the navy and the air 
force

 Q5. Is the Indian army an ‘all-volunteer’ force?

 (A) No it is compulsory for every Indian above the  
 age of 18 to join the army

 (B) yes it is

 (C) no, only the air force is all voluntary

 (D) No, the navy is all-voluntary

Ans5. The second option is correct as given in the last 
paragraph.
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