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 Hello! Dear Aspirants

       Here, we are going to discuss very important 
and interesting topic that is ‘Conjunction’. This is 
the topic which will increase your understanding 
regarding how to connect sentences, phrases, or 
clauses together. As you know, we try our best to 
provide you each and everything that will benefit 
you. Kindly study it very carefully and attempt the 
exercise given at the end of the note. We hope, you 
will enjoy it. So, let’s start discussion. 

 

 INTRODUCTION

 Conjunction is one of the parts of speech which acts 
as glue and connects words, sentences, phrases, or 
clauses together (both dependent and independent). 
It may be placed at the start of sentences. 
Conjunctions join two sentences and make the 
sentence more compact.

 In other words:

 A conjunction is the word that holds other words 
together. There are three different kinds of 
conjunctions––coordinating, subordinating, and 
correlative––each serving its own, distinct purpose, 
but all working to bring words together.

 List of Conjunction Words

 Some of the conjunction words are and, or, but, 
because, for, if, or, when, etc.

 For example:

@ He looks very cruel but his heart is soft. (conjunction 
word 'but' is joining two sentences)

@ It is necessary to go to school because today is my 
exam. (conjunction word 'because' is joining two 
sentences)

@ I went to market with my mother and (conjunction 
word 'and' is joining two words)

@ Three and four make seven. (conjunction word 'and' 
is joining two words)

 Using conjunction two simple sentences can be 
joined into one to become more compact.

@ He is a very good bowler and I am also a very good 
bowler.

@ He and I are good bowlers.

 Some conjunctions are used in pairs in the sentences 
such as either –or, neither –nor, whether –or, both 
–and, not only – but also, though – yet, etc.

@ Either go to school or study at home.

@ I can neither avoid it nor take it serious.

@ Both, Seema and Geeta are good singers.

@ Though I was very busy, yet I met my friend.

@ I don't care whether you love me or hate me.

@ Not only he is hard working, but also

TYPES OF CONJUNCTION

 

 There are three kinds of conjunctions serving their 
own clear purpose however all functions to bring 
words together.

1. Coordinating conjunction

2. Subordinating conjunction

3. Correlative conjunction

 1) Coordinating Conjunction

 Coordinating conjunctions are generally used to 
connect individual words, phrases, and independent 
clauses (of equal rank or importance).

 List of Coordinating Conjunction

 Some of the coordinating conjunctions are like and, 
or, but, so, nor, for, yet, also, either....or, neither....
nor, etc.

 For example:
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@ Mohan, Seena, and Rohit met in the party at 6 
o'clock. (conjunction joining the individual words 
togethr)

@ It is a small but attractive place. (conjunction joining 
individual phrases)

 Some ore examples with explanation:

@ For- Explains reason or purpose (just like 
“because”) 

 I go to the park every Sunday, for I love to watch the 
ducks on the lake.

@ And - Adds one thing to another 

 I go to the park every Sunday to watch the ducks on 
the lake and the shirtless men playing soccer.

@ Nor - Used to present an alternative negative idea to 
an already stated negative idea 

 I don’t go for the fresh air nor really for the ducks. 
Honestly, I just like the soccer.

@ But - Shows contrast 

 The soccer in the park is entertaining in the winter, 
but it’s better in the heat of summer.

@ Or - Presents an alternative or a choice 

 The men play on teams: shirts or skins.

@ Yet - Introduces a contrasting idea that follows the 
preceding idea logically (similar to “but”) 

 I always take a book to read, yet I never seem to turn 
a single page.

@ So - Indicates effect, result or consequence 

 I’ve started dating one of the soccer players, so now 
I have an excuse to watch the game each week.

 Using commas with coordinating conjunctions:

 You’ll notice that in the example sentences, some 
of the coordinating conjunctions are preceded by a 
comma while others are not. There is a very simple 
reason for this.

 If a coordinating conjunction is joining together 
two independent clauses (things that could feasibly 
stand alone as complete sentences), it needs to have 
a comma with it.

 Example: The soccer in the park is entertaining in 
the winter (independent clause) + it’s better in the 
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heat of summer (independent clause) – Because 
these are two independent clauses, they must be 
joined together by a comma and a coordinating 
conjunction.

 If the conjunction is connecting a phrase with 
two independent clauses, the two independent 
clauses should be separated with the coordinating 
conjunction "and." If a phrase is added to a short 
independent clause it does not need a comma.

 Example: I go to the park every Sunday 
(independent clause), and I watch the ducks on the 
lake (independent clause) and the shirtless men 
playing soccer (phrase).

 Some people will tell you that in a list of three or 
more items or phrases, you need a comma and a 
conjunction before the final item or phrase. The 
truth is, you don’t have to use a comma there, but 
you can if you want to, and if you think a comma will 
clear up any possible confusion, go ahead and use 
it. Otherwise, it’s really not necessary (see Comma 
Rules for more information on comma usage). The 
only coordinating conjunction that doesn’t seem 
to be able to connect sentence fragments (words 
and phrases) is “for.” When “for” comes between 
words or short phrases, it is typically acting not as 
a coordinating conjunction, but as a preposition.

 Coordinating conjunction is subdivided into 
following types:

 a) Adversative:

 Adversative coordinating conjunction is used 
to indicate opposition or contrast between two 
statements. Some of the adversative coordinating 
conjunctions are still, but, only, yet, whereas, 
while, nevertheless, etc.

 For example:

@ I am slow, but I am sure about my destination.

@ I will take rest, only when I get tried.

@ It was intolerable, still I kept quiet.

  b) Disjunctive or Alternative:

 Disjunctive or alternative coordinating conjunction 
is used to indicate choice between two statements. 

Some of the alternative coordinating conjunctions 
are or, neither....nor, either....or, else, neither, nor, 
otherwise, etc....

 For example:

@ I must work hard, or I will fail

@ Either he is intelligent or he makes us fool.

@ Neither you, nor I can do this work.

@ Do hard work, else you will not go ahead of him.

 c) Cumulative or Copulative:

 Cumulative or copulative coordinating conjunction 
is used when we need to only add one statement 
to another. Some of the cumulative coordinating 
conjunctions are and, both…and, not only…but 
also, as well as, etc.

 For example:

@ I cleaned the room and my friend cooked the food.

@ He is both intelligent and smart.

@ I have to go college as well as market.

@ He not only helped me but also gave some money 
to me.

 d) Illative:

 Illative coordinating conjunction is used to express 
an inference in the sentence. Some of the illative 
coordinating conjunctions are for, so, etc.

 For example:

@ I work hard so I will pass the exam.

@ I must to go school, for I have no option.

 2) Subordinating Conjunction

 Subordinating conjunction is used to join a clause 
to another in order to get full meaning. It is one of 
the parts of speech which joins dependent clauses 
to independent clauses.

 List of Subordinating Conjunction

 Subordinating conjunction words are after, as, 
although, before, once, because, since, if, than, 
though, till, that, until, where, whether, when, 
while, even if, even though, in order that, once, 
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provided that, rather than, so that, unless, whenever, 
whereas, wherever, why, how, as, in as much, as if, 
as long as, lest, as much as, now that, as soon as, as 
though, since, because, before, etc.

 For example:

@ As Mohan got less marks in the Physics, he got his 
overall percentage down.

@ He started writing as soon as he got the exam paper.

@ I started sneezing whenever I opens the window of 
my home.

 Some more examples:

@ Because of you, I never stray too far from the 
sidewalk. 

@ If you leave me now, you’ll take away the biggest 
part of me.

@ When I see you smile, I can face the world.

@ I guess I’ll never be the same since I fell for you. 

@ As I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I take a look at my life and realize there’s nothing 
left.

 Using subordinating conjunctions: 
In English, there are lots of subordinating 
conjunctions, but the most common ones, along with 
a few examples of how subordinating conjunctions 
are used, are as follows:

 after - Your heart will break like mine, and you’ll 
want only me after you’ve gone.

 although - Although I’ve been here before, he’s just 
too hard to ignore.

 as - As I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I take a look at my life and realize there’s 
nothing left.

 as long as - I don’t care who you are, where you’re 
from or what you did as long as you love me.

 because - “I’m everything I am because you loved 
me.

 before - Just call me angel of the morning, angel. 
Just touch my cheek before you leave me, baby. 

 even if - Even if the sky is falling down, you’ll be 
my only.

 if - If you leave me now, you’ll take away the biggest 
part of me.

 once - Once you pop, you can’t stop.

 since - I guess I’ll never be the same since I fell for 
you.

 though - Walk on through the wind, walk on through 
the rain though your dreams be tossed and blown.

 unless - We’re never going to survive unless we get 
a little crazy).

 where - There’s a light burning bright, showing me 
the way, but I know where I’ve been.

 while - “I look at the world, and I notice it’s turning 
while my guitar gently weeps.

 You’ll notice that when a dependent clause 
precedes an independent clause, there is a comma 
between the two, indicating the beginning of the 
main (independent) clause. However, when the 
independent clause comes first, there is no need to 
separate the two clauses with a comma.

 This subordinating conjunctions word list has a 
flashcard set for review. 

 As with any grammatical device, using the 
subordinating conjunction too much becomes 
repetitive and boring. Of course, certain types of 
writing require a bare-bones style without much 
comedy or flavorful tone. However, subordinating 
conjunctions should still be used only sparingly. 
Constantly using the same device does not only 
sound rote, but doing so also sounds like the work 
of an inexperienced writer. Experienced writers 
know that subordinating conjunctions, and other 
tools, should only be used when they are warranted. 
Writing style should never be forced, as forced 
writing is always painfully obvious!

 Subordinating Conjunctions vs. Relative Pronouns

 There is another group of words that sometimes 
introduce dependent clauses. These are called 
relative pronouns, and although they look and act 
very similar to coordinating conjunctions, they are 
different. True relative pronouns are “that,” “who” 
and “which,” and they differ from subordinating 
conjunctions in that they act as the subject of 
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a dependent clause whereas subordinating 

conjunctions do not. Subordinating conjunctions 

are followed by the subject of their clause. Consider 

a few examples:

 John is the guy who came over for dinner last week. 

- Here, we have two clauses. “John is the guy” is 

the main clause, and “who came over for dinner last 

week” gives us more information about John. The 

word “who” acts as the subject of the dependent 

clause.

 We talked about music and movies while we ate. 

- Again, we have two clauses. “We talked about 

music and movies” is the main clause, and “while 

we ate” gives us more information. However, in 

this example, both clauses have the subject “we.” 

The word “while” does not act as the subject of the 

dependent clause.

3) Correlative Conjunction

 Correlative conjunction is used to correlate or join 

phrases or words carrying equal importance in the 

sentence.

 List of Correlative conjunction

 Correlative conjunction words are appear in pairs 

such as either...or, whether...or, neither...nor, not 

only...but also, etc.

 For Example:

@ She is both rich and

@ Either I will go to school or stay home and read.

@ I am neither rich nor

@ He is not only poor, but also

 Some more examples:

@ I either want the cheesecake or the frozen hot 

chocolate.

@ I’ll have both the cheesecake and the frozen hot 

chocolate.

@ I didn’t know whether you’d want the cheesecake 

or the frozen hot chocolate, so I got you both.

@ Oh, you want neither the cheesecake nor the frozen 

hot chocolate? No problem.

@ I’ll eat them both - not only the cheesecake but also 

the frozen hot chocolate.

@ I see you’re in the mood not for dessert but 

appetizers. I’ll help you with those too.

 Here are some more pairs of correlative 

conjunctions:

 as/as - Bowling isn’t as fun as skeet shooting.

 such/that - Such was the nature of their relationship 

that they never would have made it even if they’d 

wanted to.

 scarcely/when - I had scarcely walked in the door 

when I got the call and had to run right back out 

again.

 as many/as - There are as many curtains as there 

are windows.

 no sooner/than - I’d no sooner lie to you than 

strangle a puppy.

 rather/than - She’d rather play the drums than 

sing.

 Correlative conjunctions are more similar to 

coordinating conjunctions than to subordinating 

conjunctions in that the sentence fragments they 

connect are fairly equal. Subordinating conjunctions 

connect independent and dependent clauses, which 

have totally different functions. Coordinating 

conjunctions and correlative conjunctions, on the 

other hand, connect words and phrases that carry 

equal weight in the sentence.

 “both/and” connects either two subjects or two 

objects:

@ Both Jon and Lauren enjoyed the movie. (subjects)

@ Jon enjoyed both the movie and the popcorn. 

(objects)
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 PRACTICE TIME

  The following exercises will help you gain greater 
understanding about how conjunctions work. 
Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.

1. My brother loves animals. He just brought a puppy 
__________ a kitten home with him.

 (A) But (B) Or

 (C) Yet (D) And

2. I’d like to thank you ______ the lovely gift.

 (A) Or (B) For

 (C) And (D) Yet

3. I want to go for a hike _____ I have to go to work 
today.

 (A) But (B) Yet

 (C) Or (D) For

4. They do not smoke, _____ do they play cards.

 (A) And (B) Or

 (C) Nor (D) Yet

5. I’m getting good grades _________ I study every 
day.

 (A) Or (B) Yet

 (C) But (D) Because

 ANSWERS
1. Answer: (D) My brother loves animals. He just 

brought a puppy and a kitten home with him.

2. Answer: (B) I’d like to thank you for the lovely 
gift.

3. Answer: (A) I want to go for a hike but I have to go 
to work today.

4. Answer: (C) They do not smoke, nor do they play 
cards.

5. Answer: (D) I’m getting good grades because I 
study every day.
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