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Hello! Dear aspirants.
Today, we are going to discuss another imporant topic. Questions are often asked in the exams 
based on ‘ADVERB’. As you know, we always try our best to provide you the best and useful con-
tent so that you could score better and get selection. So please, study this note very carefully and 
enjoy it. Let’s start the discussion.

“ADVERB”

  
Definitions:

1.  Adverb can be defined as “A word or phrase that 
modifies the meaning of an adjective, verb, noun, 
determiner, or other adverb, expressing manner, 
place, time, or degree (e.g. gently, here, now, very). 
Some adverbs, for example 'sentence adverbs', can 
also be used to modify whole sentences”. 

 Or we can say:

 “A word that describes or gives more information 
about adverb, adjective, adverb, or phrase”.

  What is an Adverb?

 An adverb is a word which we use to modify the 
meaning of adjective, verb or other parts of speech. It 
is one of the parts of speech which tells us how, where, 
when, in what manner, and to what extent an action is 
performed in the sentence. Some of the adverbs end 
with 'ly' (which are used to express how an action is 
performed) such as carefully, gracefully, cheerfully, 
quickly, steadily, speedily, happily, foolishly, angrily, 
etc. However, some are without 'ly' such as well, very, 
fast, never, now, most, far, least, more, less, there etc.

 Generally, the information added by adverbs tells us 
how, when, where or to what extent something was 
done. 

	Virtual desktop sites slowly gain critical mass: In that 

sentence, slowly is an adverb that gives us information 
about how the sites are gaining critical mass. 

	107 trillion emails were sent last year: In that sentence, 
last year is an adverbial phrase that tells us when the 
emails in question were sent.

	Apple released iOS 7.1 for iPad and iPhone and 
recommended that users update as soon as possible: 
In that sentence, as soon as possible is an adverbial 
phrase that tells us when Apple thinks users should 
update.

	Nanotubes have been suggested as building blocks 
for the construction of nanoscale (extremely small) 
resistors: In this sentence, extremely is an adverb 
modifying an adjective, small. In this case, extremely 
is an adverb of degree.

 

 We can easily identify the availability of adverb in 
the sentence by seeing its function. If any word in 
the sentence is describing any of the parts of speech 
(verb, adjective or other adverb), it is an adverb. We 
can also recognize the availability of adverb in the 
sentence by looking the end of word (ending with 'ly'). 
Some frequency words like very, more, much, many 
etc. are also adverbs. Now, we try to understand some 
more examples as following: 

 For example:

•	 I placed the flower pot carefully on the table. 
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('carefully' word is an adverb in this sentence and 
shows the example of how action is performed)

•	 My friend walks gracefully. ('gracefully' word is an 
adverb in this sentence and shows how to modify the 
meaning of verb)

•	 I run fast. ('fast' word is an adverb and provide more 
information about verb)

•	 I always eat healthy food. ('always' word is an adverb 
and modifies the verb to eat)

•	 I saw a very pretty girl in the car. ('very' word is an 
adverb)

•	 I will eat there. ('there' word is an adverb)

  Sometimes, we do mistakes and use adjectives instead 
of adverb while making sentence and vice versa.

 For example:

•	 I behaved very bad in the school. (It is a wrong 
sentence as, 'bad' is an adjective and describing a verb 
'behaved').

•	 I behaved very badly. (It is a correct sentence as, 
'badly' is an adverb and describing a verb 'behaved')

 Sometimes, we do mistakes because of the confusing 

adverbs and adjectives such as 'good' and 'well' ('Good' 
word is an adjective which should describe the noun 
or pronoun whereas 'Well' word is an adverb which 
should modify any parts of speech).

 For example:

•	 He is a good (It is a correct sentence, 'good' is an 
adjective describing a pronoun 'he')

•	 I listen well. (it is also a correct sentence, 'well' is an 
adverb describing a verb 'listen')

•	 I am a well educated boy. (it is also a correct sentence, 
'well' is an adverb describing an adjective 'educated')

  TYPES OF ADVERB

 Different kinds of adverbs, expressing different 
meaning, are described below with proper definition 
and examples:

 (1)  Adverb of Time:

 Adverb of time is an adverb which tells us about time 
of happenings or time of something is done in the 
sentence. Adverbs of time are used in the beginning (as 
a form of emphasis) or end of the sentence. Adverbs 
of time are like already, afterwards, immediately, 
always, last month, soon, then, now, and yesterday.
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 For example:

•	 He admitted to hospital and died yesterday.

•	 My factory caught fire and burned down in the last 
month.

•	 I have completed my homework already.

(2)  Adverb of Place:

 Adverb of place is an adverb which tells us about 
the place where something is done or happens in the 
sentence. It is used generally after the verb, object or 
end of the sentence. Adverbs of place are like below, 
here, above, inside, outside, there, over there, under, 
upstairs, etc.

 For example:

•	 We need to stop here for dinner.

•	 He was eating under the table.

•	 A bird fly above in the sky.

(3)  Adverb of Manner:

 Adverb of manner is an adverb which tells us about 
manner of how something is done or happens in the 
sentence. Such type of adverbs are generally end 
with 'ly' such as cheerfully, badly, quickly, happily, 
angrily, sadly, slowly. However, some are simple like 
fast, well, hard, etc.

 For example:

•	 I went to school cheerfully.

•	 He runs fast.

•	 We celebrated teacher's day happily.

(4)  Adverb of Degree or Quantity:

 Adverb of degree or quantity is an adverb which tells 
us about the level or extent of something is done or 
happens in the sentence. It is used before the adjective 
or adverb. Adverbs of degree or quantity are like 
almost, nearly, quite, much, really, too, very, so, etc.

 For example:

•	 It was too hard task for us to complete. (adverb is used 

before adjective)

•	 I am quite.

•	 I am feeling really sad for my friend's father death.

(5)  Adverb of Frequency:

 Adverb of frequency is an adverb which tells us how 
often something is done or happens in the sentence. 
Adverbs of frequency are like almost, again, 
frequently, generally, ever, hardly ever, nearly, nearly 
always, always, occasionally, often, rarely, never, 
seldom, twice, usually, sometimes, and weekly.

 For example:

•	 My parents were almost thirty when I born.

•	 He studies hardly during holidays.

•	 She thinks she is always right however it is not so.

•	 He told that he will never talk to me.

•	 I talk to my neighbours very occasionally.

(6)  Adverb of Affirmation and Negation

 Adverb of affirmation and negation is an adverb which 
confirms or denies the action of verb in the sentence. 
It is also used to reinforce the action of verb. Adverbs 
of affirmation are like definitely, surely, absolutely, 
etc. however adverbs of denial or negation are like no, 
can’t, don’t, never, etc.

 For example:

•	 I will certainly go to the school. (adverb of affirmation)

•	 She will surely help you. (adverb of affirmation)

•	 I never leave you alone. (adverb of negation)

(7)  Adverb of Comment:

 Using adverbs of comment, we can make a comment 
on entire sentence. This adverb can change and 
describe the verb as well as influence the whole 
sentence. Adverbs of comment are like fortunately, 
unfortunately, patiently, honestly, obviously, 
constantly, etc.

 For example:
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•	 Unfortunately, he got discharged from his post.

•	 Luckily, I got admission in the top college.

•	 Obviously, it is wrong way to do.

•	 We happily celebrated the birthday of our class teacher.

(8)  Adverb of Conjunction:

 Adverb of conjunction help us in connecting the ideas 
or clauses. It shows effect, sequence, contrast, cause 
or other relationships between two clauses in the 
sentence. We need to use a semicolon (;) to conjugate 
two clauses. Adverbs of conjunction are like anyway, 
accordingly, consequently, again, contrarily, almost, as 
a result, besides, certainly, additionally, comparatively, 
consequently, comparatively, conversely, etc.

 For example:

•	 Clause 1: He was going to attend an important meeting.

•	 Clause 2: He made sure to attend meeting on time.

 Use of Adverb of conjunction in the above two 
clauses:

•	 He was going to attend an important meeting; 
accordingly, made sure to attend meeting on time.

(9)  Adverb of reason:

 Adverb of reason is used to express the reason for, 
answer the question or purpose of an action in the 
sentence. Adverbs of reason are like therefore, hence, 
thus, consequently, so, since, etc.

 For example:

•	 I was not working hard, therefore, I failed.

•	 Consequently he denied to come to the party.

(10)  Adverb of Number:

 Adverb of number is used to show number of action 
of the verb in a sentence. Adverbs of number are like 
firstly, secondly, once, yearly, never, twice, lastly, etc.

 For example:

•	 I eat food twice a day. (in this sentence, 'twice' is an 
adverb of number)

•	 He saw me once. ( in this sentence, 'once' is an adverb 
of number, however it can also be an adverb of time 
depends on how it is used in the sentence).

(11)  Interrogative Adverb:

 The interrogative adverbs why, where, how, & when 
are placed at the beginning of a question. These 
questions can be answered with a sentence or a 
prepositional phrase. After an interrogative adverb in a 
question, you must invert the subject and verb so that 
the verb comes first.

 For example:

•	 Why are you so late? There was a lot of traffic.

•	 Where is my passport? In the drawer.

•	 How are you? I'm fine.

•	 When does the train arrive? At 11:15.

 Common Errors with Adverbs and Adjectives

 Since adverbs and adjectives both modify other words, 
people often mistakenly use an adjective when they 
should use an adverb and vice versa. For example, the 
following sentence is incorrect:

•	 He behaved very bad on the field trip.

 NOTE: 

 This is incorrect because “bad” is an adjective being 
used to describe “behaved,” which is a verb. It should 
read:

•	 He behaved very badly on the field trip.

 On the other hand, this would be correct:

•	 His behaviour was bad on the field trip.

 NOTE:

 Here, the adjective “bad" is correctly describing the 
noun “behaviour.” 

 Good and Well

 The words good and well are common triggers to 
the adverb vs. adjective confusion. It’s important to 
remember this:
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•	 Good is an adjective that modifies nouns. 

 For example: 

 That good boy (n.) just gave his little sister a hug.

•	 Well is an adverb that modifies verbs or even 
adjectives. 

 For example: 

 He listens (v.) well.

•	 That well educated (adj.) woman went on to marry a 
celebrity.

TOP 10 RULES:

1.  ‘Else’ is followed by ‘but’; ‘than’ follows ‘Rather’, 
‘Other’ and ‘otherwise’ 

•	 We would rather die than beg. 

•	 It is nothing else than sheer foolishness. (Use ‘but’ in 
place of ‘than’) 

•	 He had no other alternative but to work hard. (Use 
‘than’ in place of ‘but’) 

•	 He has no one else to talk to except his wife. (Use 
‘but’ in place of ‘except’)

2.  Adverbs ‘Seldom, nowhere, never, nothing, hardly, 
scarcely, neither, barely, rarely’ are negative in 
meaning.

•	 They rarely went to meet nobody. (Use ‘anybody’ in 
place of ‘nobody’) 

•	 I hardly know nothing about her. (Use ‘anything’ in 
place of ‘nothing’) 

•	 He hardly knows somebody in the city. (Say 
‘anybody’ in place of ‘somebody’)

3.  Negative words like 'not' or 'never' is not used with 
‘deny, forbid, unless, until, lest, too ....to ‘both’ 

•	 She denied that she had not done anything wrong. 
(Delete ‘not’) 

•	 Both of us are not going there.     (Incorrect) 

 Neither of us is going there.       (Correct) 

•	 Unless he will not come, I will not go.   (Incorrect) 

 Unless he comes, I will not go.              (Correct)

4.  Adverb ‘as’ can be used with- ‘regard, describe, 
define, treat, view, know’.

•	 I regard him my brother. (Add ‘as’ after ‘him’) 

•	 Biology has been defined the study of organism. (Add 
‘as’ after ‘defined’) 

5.  Adverb ‘as’ cannot be used with- ‘name, elect, 
think, consider, call, appoint, make, choose.’ 

•	 She is considered as the best student of my class. 
(Drop ‘as’ after ‘considered’) 

•	 The teacher called him as stupid. (Drop ‘as’) 

•	 The principal appointed him as lecturer. (Remove 
‘as’) 

•	 He thinks her as a fool. (Remove ‘as’)

6.  'Adverb ‘+’Helping verb ‘+’subject' 

•	 Seldom he comes to Delhi. (Incorrect) 

 Seldom does he come to Delhi. (correct) 

•	 Never I’ll go there. (Incorrect) 

 Never shall I go there. (correct)  

•	 No sooner she reached the station than the train left. 
(Incorrect) 

 No sooner did she reach the station than the train left. 
(correct) 

•	 Hardly she had reached the station when the train 
arrived. (Incorrect) 

 Hardly had she reached the station when the train 
arrived. (correct) 

•	 So quickly she ran that she overtook her friends. 
(Incorrect) 

 So quickly did she run that she overtook her friends. 
(correct) 

7.  ‘Too’ or ‘as well’ used as ‘Besides’, in ‘addition to’ 
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or ‘also’ affirmative sentences. ‘Also’ should not be 
used at the end. 

•	 She found her bag and money too/as well. 

8.  'Seldom or never', 'seldom, if ever', 'little or 
nothing', 'little, if anything' are correct but it 
is wrong to say 'seldom or ever' and 'little or 
anything' 

•	 He seldom or never goes to see movies.

9. (a) Verbs of sensation (Taste, Smell, Feel, Appear, 
Seem, Sound, Look), should take ‘adjective’ and 
not ‘adverb’ after them. 

•	 He looks honest.

•	 He works honestly. 

•	 They felt bad.

•	 They sing badly. 

(b)  Some other verbs (be, become, turn, get, grow, 
keep, make prove), should also take ‘adjective’ and 
not ‘adverb’ after them. 

•	 She got angry.

10.  Manly, masterly, slovenly, friendly, orderly, 
gentlemanly, sickly, weekly, monthly Adjectives 
'ly' adverb 

•	 He behaved friendly. (Incorrect) 

 He behaved in a friendly manner.  (Correct)

 PRACTICE MAKES PROGRESS

 Now practice time! Attempt the following exercise 
carefully. 

	Exercise: [1] 

 In each sentence, choose the correct word, given in 
the bracket, according to the context. 

1.  He (correct, correctly) defined the terms. The answer 
sounded (correctly, correct).

2.  She (quickly, quick) adjusted the fees. She adapted 
(quick, quickly) to any situation.

3.  He measured the floor (exact, exactly). They proved to 
be (perfectly, perfect) (exact, exactly) measurements.

4.  The stillness of the tomb was (awfully, awful). The 
tomb was (awfully, awful) still.



[9]

STUDY NOTES FOR SSC AND STATE LEVEL EXAMS 

Write us : content @mahendras.org myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendraguru.comwww.mahendras.org

5.  It was a (dangerously, dangerous) lake to swim in. The 
man was (dangerous, dangerously) drunk. The gas 
smelled (dangerously, dangerous).

6.  She performed (magnificent, magnificently). It was a 
(magnificent, magnificently) beautiful performance.

7.  Her voice sounds (beautifully, beautiful). She sang 
the song (exact, exactly) as it was written. We heard it 
(perfectly, perfect).

8.  He was a very (sensibly, sensible) person. He acted 
very (sensible, sensibly).

9.  Mike wrote too (slow, slowly) on the exam. He always 
writes (slow, slowly).

10.  Talk (softly, soft) or don't talk at all. The music played 
(softly, soft).

11.  Andrea knows the material very (good, well). She 
always treats us (good, well).

12.  You must send payments (regular, regularly). We deal 
on a (strictly, strict) cash basis.

13.  The mechanic's tools were (well, good). The foreman 
said that his work was (good, well) done.

14.  She worked (careful, carefully) with the sick child. 
She was a very (careful, carefully) worker.

15.  He did not pass the course as (easy, easily) as he 
thought he would.

 Answers with Explanation:

1.  He correctly defined the terms. The answer sounded 
correct.

2.  She quickly adjusted the fees. She adapted quickly to 
any situation.

3.  He measured the floor exactly. They proved to be 
perfectly exact measurements.

4.  The stillness of the tomb was awful. The tomb was 
awfully still.

5.  It was a dangerous lake to swim in. The man was 
dangerously drunk. The gas smelled dangerous.

6.  She performed magnificently. It was a magnificently 

beautiful performance.

7.  Her voice sounds beautiful. She sang the song exactly 
as it was written. We heard it perfectly.

8.  He was a very sensible person. He acted very sensibly.

9.  Mike wrote too slowly on the exam. He always writes 
slowly.

10.  Talk softly or don't talk at all. The music played softly.

11.  Andrea knows the material very well. She always 
treats us well.

12.  You must send payments regularly. We deal on a 
strictly cash basis.

13.  The mechanic's tools were good. The foreman said 
that his work was well done.

14.  She worked carefully with the sick child. She was a 
very careful worker.

15.  He did not pass the course as easily as he thought he 
would.

 Exercise [2]

 In the following questions some have error and some 
have none. Find out which part of a sentence has 
an error and mark the answer to the appropriate 
letter (a), (b) and (c). If there is no error, mark your 
answer as (d).

1. (a) They have /(b) behaved nobler than/(c) all of us./
(d) No error. 

2. (a) We should have/(b) sufficiently collateral/(c) to 
pay back the loan./ (d) No error. 

3. (a) He worked /(b)very hardly /(c)as he wanted to be a 
doctor./(d) No error. 

4. (a) She sounded /(b)very sadly after /(c)the death of 
her pet/(d) No error. 

5. (a) Her speech was not clearly /(b)but I understood /(c)
the main idea./ (d) No error

6. (a) Outright rejection/(b)  of my plea /(c) disappointed 
me./(d) No error. 

7. (a) She did her job/ (b) as better as she/(c) could do./
(d) No error. 
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8. (a) She does her/(b)  work good as she/(c)  is a trained 
nurse./(d) No error. 

9. (a) She had barely/(b)  nothing to wear/(c)  when she 
came to me for help./(d) No error. 

10. (a) She is either/(b)  dumb or deaf,/ (c)  if not both./
(d) No error. 

11. (a) Great leaders tried / (b) to eradicate social evil 
practices/(c) with tooth and nail./ (d) No error. 

12. (a) It rained/ (b)like cats and dogs/ (c)throughout the 
night./(d) No error 

13. (a) The State Government/(b)  appointed him as /(c) 
officer-in-charge./(d) No error. 

14. (a) The teacher asked/ (b) the students to/(c) talk 
loudly./(d) No error. 

15. (a) Though he was brave,/(b) he could not face the ups 
and downs/(c) of life manly./(d) No error.

16. (a) They must try /(b) to save their hardly /(c) earned 
money./(d) No error. 

17. (a) We seldom or ever/(b) go out these days /(c) 
because it is too hot now-a-days./ (d) No error. 

18. (a) He could not scarcely conceal/ (b) his happiness /
(c) at my resignation./(d) No error. 

19. (a) When I read his biography,/(b) I hardly found 
something/(c)in his character that I could admire./(d) 
No error. 

20. (a) When she received the good news,/ (b)  she ran 
straightly /(c) to call up her parents./(d) No error.

 

  ANSWERS WITH EXPLANATION:

 Exercise [1] 

1.  He correctly defined the terms. The answer sounded 
correct.

2.  She quickly adjusted the fees. She adapted quickly to 
any situation.

3.  He measured the floor exactly. They proved to be 
perfectly exact measurements.

4.  The stillness of the tomb was awful. The tomb was 

awfully still.

5.  It was a dangerous lake to swim in. The man was 
dangerously drunk. The gas smelled dangerous.

6.  She performed magnificently. It was a magnificently 
beautiful performance.

7.  Her voice sounds beautiful. She sang the song exactly 
as it was written. We heard it perfectly.

8.  He was a very sensible person. He acted very sensibly.

9.  Mike wrote too slowly on the exam. He always writes 
slowly.

10.  Talk softly or don't talk at all. The music played 
softly.

11.  Andrea knows the material very well. She always 
treats us well.

12.  You must send payments regularly. We deal on a 
strictly cash basis.

13.  The mechanic's tools were good. The foreman said 
that his work was well done.

14.  She worked carefully with the sick child. She was a 
very careful worker.

15.  He did not pass the course as easily as he thought he 
would.

 Exercise [2]

1(b).  ‘more nobly’ in place of ‘nobler’ (adj.) 

2(b).  ‘Collateral’ noun, ‘sufficient’ (adj.) ‘sufficiently’   
(adv.). 

3(b).  ‘Hard’ 

4(b). Sound (verb of sensation) ‘sad’ (adj.) 

5(a).  ‘Clearly’ (adv.), ‘clear’ (adj.) and ‘Speech’ (n.) 

6(d).

7(b). As…as adjective/adverb positive degree ‘as well as’

8(b). ‘Good’ (adj.) and ‘well’ (adv.) 

9(b).  ‘Barely’ negative in sense as ‘nothing’ 

10(c). If not both ‘if neither’. 
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11(c).  ‘with’ 

12(b).  ‘like’ 

13(b).  appoint ‘as’ 

14(c).  loudly, aloud ‘Aloud’ audible voice loudly (with a  
 lot of noise) 

15(c).  Manly (adj.), manfully (adv.)

16(b).  Hardly hard earned money

17(a).  Seldom never

18(a).  ‘Scarcely’ negative in sense as ‘not’ 

19(b).  ‘hardly’, ‘anything’ 

20(b).   ‘Straight’ (adj.); ‘Straightly’ (adv.) 

  Dear aspirants! Keep studying and practising  
 because effective practice will make you   
 successful.
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