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Adverb

 Adverb : An adverb qualifies a verb, an adjective or 
another adverb.

 An adverb is also used to  qualify a preposition,  
a conjunction, a noun, a pronoun and a sentence 
besides a verb, an adjective and an adverb. 

 e.g.-
  He walks   slowly               (adverb)
  Sia  runs  fast.                       (adverb)
 In the sentences given above. The words—'slowly' 

and 'fast 'are qualifying the verbs—'walks' and  
'runs' respectively. Therefore, The words—'Slowly 
and fast' are adverbs.

 e.g.-
(1)  Ravi is very good.
(2) Sita is extremely beautiful.
 In the sentences given above. The words—'very' 

and 'extremely' are qualifying the adjectives—'good 
and 'beautiful' respectively. Therefore, the words—
'very and extremely 'are adverbs.

 e.g.-
(1) I write very carefully.
(2) The horse runs very fast.
 In the sentences given above, The words—'Very' 

is qualifying the adverbs—'carefully and fast' 
respectively Therefore, the word—'very' is an 
adverb.

 e.g.-
 The kite flew exactly over my head. She parked her 

car just at the gate.
 In the sentences given above, The words—'exactly 

and just' are qualifying the prepositions—'over and 
at' respectively, Therefore, the words—'exactly and 
just' are adverbs.

e.g.-
(1) He hates her simply because she drinks whisky.
(2) Mr. Rajiv reached the station a little before the train 

left for.
 In the sentences given above, The words—'Simply' 

and a 'little ' are qualifying the conjunctions—
'because' and 'before' respectively, Therefore, the 
words—'Simply' and a 'little' are adverbs.

e.g.-
(1) Fortunately, the terrorist was caught.
(2) Naturally, Tendulkar played well.

 In the sentences given above, The words—
'Fortunately and naturally' are qualifying the 
sentences—'The terrorist was caught' and 
'Tendulkar played well' respectively. Therefore, the 
words—'fortunately and naturally' are adverbs.

e.g.-
(1) Only Seema can do this work.
(2) Even she comes late.
(3) At least you should come here.
 In the sentences given above, The words—'only', 

'even' and 'at least' are qualifying the noun—
'Seema', the pronouns —'she' and 'you' respectively. 
Therefore, the words—'only', 'even' and 'at least' are 
adverbs.

 Note:
 Only, 'even' and 'at least' are such adverbs which 

qualify a noun and a pronoun. But generally an 
adjective qualifies a noun and a pronoun.

 Kinds of Adverb
1.     Adverbs of Time
2.     Adverbs of Place
3.     Adverbs of Number/Frequency
4.     Adverbs of Quantity / rang /extent / degree
5.     Adverbs of Manner
6.     Adverbs of Reason
7.     Adverbs of Affirmation or Negation
8.     Interrogative Adverbs
9.     Relative Adverbs
1.  Adverbs of time: 
 The adverbs which express time are called Adverbs 

of time; such as,
 Today, tomorrow, yesterday, last night, , last day, 

last week, last month, last year, next day, next week, 
next month, next year, late, lately, now, just now, 
just, ago, daily, already, early, soon, the day after 
tomorrow, the day before yesterday, at present, 
presently, shortly, recently, immediately, instantly, 
before, since etc. 

 e.g.-
(1) He saw me yesterday
(2) I have seen her before.     
(3) She comes here daily.
(4) Vikas will soon return.
(5) Binay arrived late.
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 In the sentences given above, The words—
Yesterday, before, daily, soon and late have been 
used as adverbs to qualify the verbs—saw, seen, 
comes, return and arrived respectively which denote 
(= express) time. Therefore, these are an adverbs of 
time.

2.  Adverbs of Place :
 The adverbs which express place are called adverbs 

of place. Such as—
 here, there, hither, thither, up, within, in, out, 

away, down, everywhere,   somewhere,   nowhere,   
anywhere,   without, above, below, far, near, 
backward, inside, outside, outdoors, indoors,... etc. 

 e.g.-
 He was sitting here. 
 Mr. Thakur lived there.            
 My brother-in-law is out.
 There is air every where.
 Hope looks above, doubt looks below.
 She looked up.
 The horses galloped away. 
 Walk backward.
 In the sentences given above, The words—here, 

there, out, everywhere, above, below, up, away and 
backward have been used to qualify the verbs—
sitting, lived, is, is, looks, looked, galloped and 
walk respectively which denote (= express) place—
Therefore, these are adverbs of place.

 Note: 
 Generally the words—above, below, up, down, 

within, without and in are used as prepositions; as,
1.     Come in
2.     He lives in this apartment.
 In example (1), the word—'in' has been used as an 

adverb. 
 In example  (2),  the  word—'in' has been used as a 

preposition.
3.  Adverbs of Number : 
 The adverbs which express the frequency or number 

of 'to be an action' are. called Adverbs of numbers. 
Such as— once, twice, thrice, again, seldom, always, 
never, often, scarcely, hardly, rarely, frequently, 
firstly, secondly, thirdly ... etc. 

 e.g.-
(1) He has not seen her once.
(2) The postman called again.

(3) She seldom dances.
(4) We always try to do our best.
(5) Every person often makes mistakes.
(6) He frequently comes unprepared.
 In the sentences given above, the words—once, 

again, seldom, always, often and frequently have 
been used as adverbs to qualify the verbs—seen, 
called, dances, try, makes and comes respectively 
which denote (= express) number or frequency. 
Therefore, these are adverbs of number or frequency.

4.  Adverbs of Quantity : 
 The adverbs which express the quantity, area 

or extent of an adjective or an adverb are called 
Adverbs of quantity. Such as—

 Too, very, quite, enough, rather, fairly, entirely, 
altogether, almost, partly, nearly, fully, so, well, 
wholly, partially, far ... etc. 

 e.g.-
(1) Anuj was too careless.
(2) Divya is fully prepared.
(3) His grandfather is entirely deaf.
(4) Shaswat is rather busy.
(5) You are altogether mistaken.
(6) You are partly right. 
(7) Sarika was very tired.
(8) I am nearly exhausted.
(9) The mango is almost ripe.
 He is quite wrong. , . In the sentences given 

above, the words—too, very, entirely, rather, fully, 
altogether, partly, nearly, almost and quite have 
been used as adverbs to qualify the adjectives—
careless, tired, deaf, busy, prepared, mistaken, 
right, exhausted, ripe and wrong respectively which 
denote (= express) quantity. Therefore, these are 
adverbs of quantity.

5.  Adverbs of Manner : 
 The adverbs which express the method of 'to be an 

action' are called Adverbs of manner; such as.
 Fast, hard, slowly, bravely, foolishly, wisely, loudly, 

soundly, badly, carefully, fluently, beautifully, 
clearly, lovingly, faithfully, seriously, so, agreeably, 
certainly, well, doubtfully, firm, conveniently etc.

 Note : 
 Generally Adverbs of manner end with 'ly'.
 e.g.-
(1) The horse ran fast.



[4]

STUDY NOTES FOR BANK AND OTHER EXAMS 

Write us : content @mahendras.org www.mahendraguru.com myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendras.org

(2) Mukul works hard.
(3) Mr. Yadav walks slowly.
(4) They fought bravely.
(5) My brother-in-law behaved foolishly.
 Aditi acted wisely. Aditya laughs loudly. The child 

sleeps soundly. This book is well written. He should 
not do so.

 In the sentences given above. The words—fast, 
hard, slowly, bravely, foolishly, wisely, loudly, 
soundly, well and so have been used as adverbs 
to qualify the verbs—ran, works, walks, fought, 
behaved, acted, laughs, sleeps, written and do 
respectively which denote (= express) the method 
of 'to be an action'. Therefore, these are adverbs of 
manner.

6.  Adverbs of Reason : 
 The adverbs which express the sense of reason 

are called Adverbs of Reason; such as, Hence, 
therefore, consequently. 

 e.g.-
(1) Anil was hence unable to refute the charge.
(2) Smitha was therefore fined.
(3) I therefore left school.
(4) Consequently she was sent to New York.
 In the sentences given above. The words—hence, 

therefore and consequently have been used as 
adverbs to qualify the words—unable, fined, left 
and she respectively which denote (= express) the 
sense of Reason. Therefore, these are adverbs of 
reason.

7.  Adverbs of Affirmation or Negation : 
 The adverbs which express the sense of affirmation 

or negation are called Adverbs of Affirmation or 
Negation; such as,

 Not, surely, certainly, indeed, by no means, not at 
all, yes, no, probably etc. 

e.g.-
(1) Chandrika did not come after all.
(2) Surely Manu is right.
(3) Swinka is certainly alive.
(4) I do not know her.
(5) Probably Arun will go.
 In the sentences given above, The words—not, 

surely, certainly, not and probably have been used 
as adverbs to qualify the words—come, he, alive, 
know and he respectively which denote (= express) 

the sense of affirmation or negation. Therefore, 
These are adverbs of affirmation or negation. 

 Note : 
 (i) Generally 'Yes' and 'No' are used as substitutes 

of affirmative and negative sentences. Therefore, 
these are also called substitute adverbs; such as,

Q.  Have you learnt the poem?
Ans.  Yes, (Here 'Yes' means '1 have learnt'.)
Q.  Have you learnt the poem?
Ans.  No. (= Here 'No' means 'I haven't learnt'.)
(ii)  Generally 'No' is used as an adjective.
8.  Interrogative Adverbs : 
 The adverbs which are used to ask a question are 

called Interrogative adverbs. Such as—
 When, how long, where, whence, whither, how 

often, how many times, how much, how far, in what 
degree, how, in what way, why, wherefore... etc.

 Kinds of Interrogative Adverbs
I.  Interrogative Adverbs of Time : 
 'When' and 'how long' are called Interrogative 

adverbs of time; such as, When will you return? 
How long will she stay there?

II.  Interrogative Adverbs of Place: 
 'Where', 'whence' and 'whither' are called 

Interrogative Adverbs of place; such as,
 Where do you live ?
 Whence has he come ?
 Whither are you going?
III.  Interrogative Adverbs of Number: 
 'How many', 'how often' and 'how many times' ate 

called Interrogative Adverbs of Number; such as,
 e.g.-
(1) How many girls were present there ?
(2) How often did you visit her ?
(3) How many times does he sing ?
IV.  Interrogative Adverbs of Manner :
 'How', 'In what way' and 'In what state o/'are called 

Interrogative adverbs of Manner; such as,
1.  How did you manage this?
2.  How are you today? 
 In the example (1) given above, The Interrogative 

adverb of Manner—'how' has been used in the 
sense of 'In what way/manner'.

 In the example (2) given above. The Interrogative 
Adverb of Manner— 'how' has been used in the 
sense of 'In what state of health'.
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V.  Interrogative Adverbs of Quantity: 
 'How much', 'how far' and 'In what degree' are called 

Interrogative adverbs of quantity; such as,
 How far is the report true?
 How much did Gaurav pay for this computer?
VI.  Interrogative Adverbs of Reason :
 'Why' and 'wherefore' are called Interrogative 

Adverbs of Reason; such as,
 Why are you late?
 Wherefore did the child weep ?
9.  Relative Adverbs : 
 When Interrogative adverbs are used to join 

(combine) the two sentences, they are called Relative 
adverbs.

 Note: 
 Relative   Adverbs   express   the   relation   of   

Explicit {= obvious) or Implicit (= not obvious) 
Antecedent: 

 Explicit means clear and easily understand. 
 Implicit   means   suggested   without   being   directly 

expressed.
A.  The Antecedent Explicit or expressed; such as, 

This is the place where the king lived. Do you know 
the time when he will come ?

 In the sentences given above. The words—'where' 
and 'when 'are relative adverbs which relate the 
antecedents— 'the p/ace'and ''the time' respectively. 
Therefore, 'the place'and 'the time'are antecedents 
which are explicit (= expressed).

B.  The Antecedent Implicit/omitted/understood; such
(1) This is where the king lived.
(2) Do you know when he will come?
 In the sentences given above, the words—where 

and when are relative adverbs. Their antecedents are 
implicit (= omitted/understood).

 Where means 'The place in which' and when means 
'the time by which'.

 Note: 
 Some words are used as adjectives and adverbs in 

this way :
 Used as Adjective and Adverb
 Enough: I have enough milk.  
 Enough: I have slept enough.
 Much: There is much water
 Much: She is much better in the bucket.
 Long:  It is a long story.

 Long: Gauri waited long.
 Loud: My daughter speaks in a loud voice.   
 Loud: My daughter speaks loud. 
 Hard: Iron is a hard metal.
 Hard: I work hard.
 Only: She is my only daughter
 Only: He can only speak.   
 Quick: My son gives a quick               
 Quick: My daughter came quick.
 Early: I am an early riser.
 Early : He gets up early.
 Fast: Srinath is a fast bowler.
 Fast:    P.T. Usha ran very fast.
 Little:  We should face little.
 Little : I liked her little. 
 every little difficulty with patience.
(ii)  Some words have two different adverb forms and 

their meanings are also different; as,
1.  Hard means 'diligently' He works hard.
2.  Hardly means 'scarcely' (= almost no/not) My wife 

hardly works.
3.  Late means 'not in time' He comes late.
4.  Lately means 'recently' He came lately.
5.  Near means 'not far away' Parna junction is quite 

near.
6.  Nearly means 'closely'
 Aman and Suman are nearly related.
7.  Easy means 'not difficult to walk on' Mr. Jha found 

the road easy.
8.  Easily means 'found it without difficulty' Mr. Jha 

found the road easily.
 Position of Adverbs
 Rule (1): 
 An Adverb is generally used before adjectives and 

other adverbs; as,
 Lata sings very sweetly.
 It is very   hot today.
 Rule (2): 
 An adverb is used after Intransitive verbs; as,
 He spoke loudly.
 You came late.
  I  slept soundly.
 Rule (3): 
 An adverb is used after Transitive verb + object/ She 

attacked. 
 Jiya attacked her enemy boldly.
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 I do my duty carefully.
 Rule (4): 
 An adverb is used in the middle of an auxiliary verb 

and a main verb; as,
 Our Publisher is highly honoured.
 He will  certainly  miss her.
 She has  often  told you this.
 Rule (5): 
 An adverb is used in the middle of the two auxiliary 

verbs; as,
 He will always be happy.
 I shall ever be obliged to you.
 Rule (6): 
 The adverbs—'only', 'merely', 'solely' and 'cliefly' 

are used before that word which it modifies (= they 
modify). In this case, the meaning of the sentence is 
changed according to the position of 'only'; as,

1.  Only he gave me five rupees. 
 Meaning: He and nobody else gave me.
2.  He only gave me five rupees. 
 Meaning .-He merely gave five rupees and did 

nothing else for me.
3.  He gave only me five rupees.
 Meaning: He gave five rupees to me and to nobody 

else.
4.  He gave me only five rupees. 
 Meaning: He gave five rupees to me and nothing 

more.
 Rule (7): 
 Adverbs of frequency such as—always, never, 

often, ever, generally, rarely, frequently, seldom, 
sometimes, occasionally, usually etc are used 
before that verb which it modifies (= they modify); 
as,

  Rule (8): 
 Adverbs of frequency such as—always, never, 

hardly ever, often, usually, occasionally, generally, 
ever, rarely, seldom etc are used after the auxiliary 
verbs or Anomalous finites; as,

 Verb + other words rises in the east, goes to bed 
very late, comes late, writes to you. go to the 
cinema, visited her.

 Subject  Auxiliary  Adverb of  other   
  verbs  Frequency  words

 Anshu is     always at home on  
    Sundays.

 He can hardly ever understand  
    her ways.

 Rahul will rarely visit his new  
    home.

 Rule (9): 
 Adverbs of frequency such as— almost, already, 

even, hardly, just, nearly, quite, rather, soon, still, 
only, merely ...etc are used before finite verbs or 
main verbs; as,

 Subject         Adverb of  Finite verbs or   
 Frequency  Other words

 Swapnil           just  caught the train.
 You                 quite understand.
 I                      rather like it.
 He                   hardly knows what to do.
 My friend        nearly missed the bus.                   
 Rule (10): 
 Adverbs of frequency such as— almost, already, 

even, hardly, just, nearly, quite, rather, soon, still, 
only, merely ...etc are used in the middle of an 
auxiliary verb and a main verb.

 Subject   Auxiliary  Adverb of  M.V+Other
  verbs  Frequency words
  (+not) 
 They          did   not even try to help.
 Kaushiki has  also  visited   

   Mumbai.
 I am still getting   

   ready.
 Pranshul would rather stay at   

   home.
 Anshul has already left.
 Rule (11): 
 Adverbs of quantity such as—too, very, quite, 

completely, greatly..etc are generally used before 
adjectives or adverbs; as,       

 He is too weak. 
 You run very fast
 My wife is completely upset.     
 She is very intelligent.
 Note: 
 Adverb of quantity : Enough is used after an 

adjective or an adverb which it modifies; as.
 He was foolish enough to offend you.    (correct)
 He was enough foolish to offend you.     (wrong)
 He was rash enough to interrupt.              (correct)
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 He was enough rash to interrupt.               (wrong)
 Rule (12) : 
 Adverbs of place such as—here, there, everywhere 

...etc are used after verbs or in the last of the 
sentence; as,

 He comes here. (Adv. of place)
 She lives there. (Adv. of place)
 Rule (13) : 
 Adverbs of time such as — Yesterday, today, 

tomorrow etc are used after verbs or in the last of 
the sentence; as,

 He will come tomorrow. (Adv. of time)
 His grandfather died yesterday. (Adv. of time)
 Rule (14) : 
 Adverbs of manner such as — hard, fast, carefully, 

beautifully... etc are used after verbs; as,
 He runs fast. (Adv. of manner)
 He worked  hard. (Adv. of manner)
 Note : 
 (i) Adverb of place, Adverb of time and Adverb of
 manner are used after 'Verb + object'; as,
 I invited him here.
 He wrote a book last year.
 She treated me lovingly.
 (ii) Adverbs of manner are not used in the middle 

of a verb and an object; as,
 I admitted frankly my mistakes. (wrong)
 I admitted my mistakes frankly. (correct)
 I frankly admitted my mistakes. (correct)
 (iii) When 'a clause' or 'a good many words' qualify 

an object, sometimes Adverbs of manner are used 
in the middle of a verb and an object; as,

 Ashish rewarded liberally all those who had served 
him well. 

 Rule (15):
 'Some how' is used in the sense of 'some way/ some 

ways', 'in a way that is not known or certain'; 'for 
a reason that you do not know or understand' as an 
adverb in the starting (= beginning) of the sentence, 
after an Intransitive verb and transitive verb + 
object; as,

 Somehow I don't like his company.
 He passed somehow.
 He passed the examination somehow. 
 Rule (16): 
 Adverbs of manner are used before the Past

 Participle (M.V3) or after the past participle (M.V3) 
in the sentence of passive voice (= style); as,

 The building has been carefully constructed.       
 The building has been constructed carefully.
 Rule (17): 
 If the structure—'Verb + preposition + object' is 

used in a sentence, An adverb of manner is used 
before a preposition or after an object; as,

 Neeraj laughed lovingly at her.
 Ambuj laughed at her lovingly.
 But If who/which/that clause or other words are 

used after the structure—'Verb + preposition + 
object'. An adverb of manner is used just before a 
preposition; as,

 He looked suspiciously at everyone who got off the plane.
 Rule (18) :
 If Adverb of manner, Adverb of place and Adverb 

of time are used together in a sentence. The 
sequence <= order) of MPT is followed. But the 
sequence (= order) of PMT, PTM and TMP is not 
followed; as,

 Note: MPT means :
 M = Adverb of Manner P = Adverb of Place T = 

Adverb of Time
 as,   
 He wrote the letter swiftly at home yesterday. (correct)
                               (M)       (P)         (T)
 He wrote the letter at home swiftly yesterday. (wrong) 

                                  (P)       (M)         (T)
 He wrote the letter at home yesterday swiftly. (wrong)
                                 (P)         (T)           (M)
 He wrote the letter yesterday swiftly at home. (wrong)
                                    (T)       (M)         (P)
 Note : (i) If An adverb of place and an adverb of 

manner are used together after the verbs—come, 
go, arrive and enter, the sequence (= order) of PM 
is followed. But the sequence (= order) of MP is 
not followed; as,

 PM means :
 P = Adverb of Place M = Adverb of Manner as,   
 Mr. Pathak went there secretly. (correct)
                             (P)    (M)
 Mr. Pathak went secretly there. (wrong)
                              (M)      (P)
 (ii) Adverbs of manner are used after the words—

away, back, forward, home, in, off, on, out and 
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round. But Adverbs of manner are not used before 
the words—away, back forward, home, in, off, on, 
out and round; as,

 My friend walked away sadly. (correct)
 My friend walked sadly away. (wrong)
 His classmate went out silently. (correct)
 His classmate went silently out. (wrong)
 Rule (19): 
 If An adverb of place, an adverb of frequency
 and an adverb of time are used together in a sentence, 

The sequence (= order) of PFT is followed, but the 
sequence (= order) of PTF, FPT, FTP, TPF and TFP 
are not followed; as,

 He comes here two times in a week. (correct)
                  (P)         (F)             (T)
 He comes two times here in a week. (wrong)
          (F)   (P) (T)
 He comes here in a week   two times. (wrong)
     (P)  (T)              (F)
 He conies in a week here two times. (wrong)
    (T) (P) (F)
 He comes in_a week   two_times here. (wrong)
       (T)           (F)       (P)
 Rule (20): 
 Adverbs are used after auxiliary verbs such as—is, 

are, am, was, were etc; as,
 He is never late for college.
 I am always at home on Sundays.
 Note: 
 An adverb is used before 'have to' and 'used to 'but 

An adverb is not used after 'have to' and 'used to'; as, 
I often have to go to school on foot. She always used 
to agree with me.

 Comparison of Adverbs  Adverbs have also three 
degrees of comparison like adjectives :

 1. Positive degree. 
 2. Comparative degree.
 3. Superlative degree.
 Rules for changing the adverb of positive degree into 

the adverb of comparative degree and superlative 
degree :

 Rule (1) : 
 Generally we add 'er' and 'est' to the last of the 

adverb of positive degree for changing into the 
adverb of comparative degree and superlative 
degree respectively :

 P. D    CD           S. D          P. D          C. D       S. D 
 fast      faster        fastest        long        longer     longest 
 hard    harder      hardest       soon       sooner     soonest
 Rule (2): 
 If 'ly' is in the last of the adverb of positive degree, 

we add 'more' and 'most' to the head of the adverb 
of positive degree for changing into the adverb 
of comparative degree and superlative degree 
respectively :

 P. D          CD                        S. D 
 swiftly                more swiftly             most swiftly
 skilfully             more skilfully           most skillfully
 But we have some 'ly' ending adverbs of positive 

degree whose comparative degree and superlative 
degree are formed by changing y' into ‘i' and adding 
'er' and 'est' respectively:

 P. D                 C D      S. D
 early   earlier        earliest 
 Rule (3) : 
 The comparative degree and superlative degree 

forms of some adverbs of positive degree are 
different :

 P. D                C D    S. D     
 badly                   worse       worst
 well   better   best
 ill   worse   worst
 far   farther   farthest
 fore   further   furthest
 much                 more         most
 little   less   least
 near           nearer        nearest
 late             later              last
 Note: 
 The words given above are used both in adjective 

and adverb forms in English language. For avoiding 
confusion, it has also been explained in the chapter 
of Adverb.

 Formation of Adverbs
 Rule (1) : 
 Generally Adverbs of manner are formed by adding 

'ly' in the last of Adjectives : as,
 Adjectives+ly              Adverbs of manner
 Clever+ly                         cleverly
 Wise+ly     wisely
 Kind+ly     kindly
 Foolish+ly     foolishly
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 Quick+ly     quickly
 beautiful+ly     beautifully
 careful+ly      carefully
 careless+ly      carelessly
 sad+ly       sadly
 honest+ly              honestly
 Rule (2): 
 If 'y' is the last letter of an adjective and 'y' is 

preceded by a consonant. An adverb of manner is 
formed by changing 'y' into 'i' and adding 'ly'; as,

 Adjectives        Adverbs of manner
 Happy  happily 
 heavy                  heavily 
 ready  readily          
 unhappy            unhappily 
 Rule (3): 
 If 'le'   is the last letter of an adjective, An Adverb of 

manner is formed by removing 'e' and adding 'y'; as,
 Adjectives        Adverbs of manner       
 single                          singly             
 double                        doubly
 Rule (4): 
 Adverbs are also formed with the combination 

of a noun and an adjective; as, as,   Sometimes,     
meantime,     meanwhile,    yesterday, midway, 
otherwise.

 Rule (5): 
 Adverbs are formed by adding 'A' to the head of 

some nouns; Here 'A' means 'on'.
 A+ noun= adverb   Meaning  
 A foot                      on foot              
 A sleep                    on sleep
 Abed                       on bed        
 Aboard                    onboard
 Ahead                      on head           
 Away                        on way 
 Rule (6): 
 Adverbs are also formed by adding a preposition to 

the head of some nouns; as,
 Preposition + Noun Adverbs
 Be + times  Betimes
 Be+ sides   Besides
 To + day   Today
 To + morrow  Tomorrow
 Over + board  Overboard
 Note: The word—'be' is the old form of a 

preposition—'by'.
 Rule (7): 
 Adverbs are formed by adding 'A' to the head of 

some adjectives; as,
 A + Adjectives         Adverbs      
 A + broad                  Abroad                   
 A + loud                      Aloud 
 A + long                      Along         
 A + new                       Anew
 Rule (8): 
 Adverbs are formed by adding a preposition to the 

head of some adverbs; as,
 Preposition + Adverbs       Adverbs
 With+in             within
 be + fore                                before 
 with + out              without        
 be + neath           beneath
 Rule (9): 
 Sometimes two adverbs are used by adding a 

conjunction—'and'; as,
 Adverb+ and+ Adverb Meanings
 Again and again  more than once,   

    repeatedly
 By and by   before long, presently,  

    after a time 
 Far and near    in all directions 
 Far and wide                          comprehensively
 Far and away  by a great deal,   

    decidedly, beyond all  
    comparison

 First and foremost  first of all
 Now and then  from time to time,   

    occasionally
 Now and again  at intervals,   
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    sometimes,   
    occasionally

 Off and on  not regularly,   
    intermittently

 Once and again  on more than one   
    occasion, repeatedly

 Out and away  beyond comparison,  
    by far

 Out and Out                           decidedly, beyond all
     comparison
 Over and above                        in addition to, besides,  

    as well as
     many times,   

    frequently, repeatedly
 Through and through  thoroughly,   

    completely
 Thus and thus  in such and such away
 To and fro  up and down,   

    backwards   
    and forwards 

 Rule (10): 
 Adverbs are also formed with the pronouns 'he' and 

'who'.
 Rule (11): 
 Adverbs are also formed by adding preposition; and 

other adverbs with the adverbs—here, there, where 
hither, hence and thence; as,

 Adverbs + Preposition         Adverbs                       
 1. Here   
 Here + after  hereafter
 Here + in   herein
 Here + to   hereto
 Here + to + fore   heretofore
 Here + of   hereof
 Here + about/ abouts here about/abouts
 Here + with  herewith
 Here + on / upon  hereon/ upon
 Here + by  hereby
 Here + at   hereat
 Here + into  here into
 Here + under  hereunder
 2. There
 There + in  therein
 There + to   thereto
 There + at   there at 
 There + after   thereafter

 There + fore  therefore
 There + from   therefrom
 There + about/ abouts  thereabout / abouts
 There + with   therewith or, There  

    withal
 There + on   thereon
 There + upon  thereupon
 3. Where
 Where + abouts   whereabouts
 Where + in   wherein
 Where + to  whereto
 Where + fore   wherefore
 Where + at   whereat 
 Where + on   whereon 
 Where + from   where from
 Where + of   whereof
 Where + with    wherewith
 Where+by   whereby 
 Correct Use of Adverbs
A.  Use of 'Too'
 Too' is used in the sense of 'more than required' 

before bad qualities expressing adjectives; as, 
(1) She was too ugly.
(2) That film was too horrible.
(3) He is too dull. 
 Rule (1): 
 'Too' is not used before good qualities expressing 

adjectives; as,
  He was too healthy.    (wrong) 
 He was very healthy. (correct)
  She is too happy.       (wrong) 
 She is very happy.      (correct)
 Rule (2): 
 Good or bad qualities expressing adjectives are used 

after the adverb—'foo'in the structure—'Subject + 
verb + too + Adjective + to + V1'; as,

 The news was too good to be true.
 He was too weak to walk.
B.  Use of 'Very'
 Rule (1): 
 'Very' is used in the sense of 'in a high degree' or 

'extremely' before good or bad qualities expressing 
adjectives of positive degree; as,

(1) She is very beautiful.
(2) He was very dull.
(3) This sum is very difficult.
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(4) That sum was very easy.
(5) Suman is very intelligent.
 Note : 
 'Very' is also used in the sense of in a high degree or 

extremely before adverbs and determiners; as,
 I am very very grateful.        (correct)
             (Adv.)
 Very few people know that. (correct)
   (Determiners)
 Rule (2): 
 The structure—‘The + very + superlative degree' is 

used in English language; as
 He was the very best player. (correct) 
 He was very the best player. (wrong)
 Note : 
 (i)  But the structure—'Very + the + superlative   

 degree' is not used in English language.
 (ii) In other words, 'very' is used to emphasize 

the adjective of superlative degree; as,  
They wanted the very best quality.

 (iii) 'very'is used before 'own' to emphasize it; as, 
 At last he had his very own car. (= belonging to him 

and to nobody else.)
 (iv) 'The very same' is used in the sense of 'exactly 

the same'; as,
 Mrs. Thakur said the very same thing.
 (v)  'very' is used before a noun as an adjective to 

emphasize that you are talking about a particular 
thing or person and not about another; as, Those 
were her very words.

                              (noun)
 He might be phoning her at this very moment.
                                                              (noun)
 (vi) ‘very’ is used before a noun as an adjective to 

emphasise an extreme place or time; as,
 It happens at the very beginning of the book.
                                      (noun)
 (vii) ‘Very’ is used as an adjective to emphasize a 

noun; as. 
 The very thought of drink made him feel sick.
    (noun)
 Rule (3): 
 ‘Very’ is used before present participle; as, 
 It is a very interesting story. (correct)
 It is a much interesting story.  (wrong)
  Note : 

 (i) 'Much' is not used before present participle;
 (ii) Present participle means 'M. V1 + ing'. 
 Rule (4): 
 'Very' is used before past participle (= M.V3) in the 

sentence of passive voice; as,
 He was very pleased to see his beloved.               (correct)
 He was much pleased to see his beloved               (wrong)
 Note: 'Much' is not used before past participle (= 

M.V ) in the sentence of passive voice; as,
 Rule (5): 
 When the past participle—'pleased' means 'glad/

happy'. Very' is used before it (= pleased). But 
'much' is not used before it; as,

 He was very pleased to see her. Meaning: He was 
very happy / glad to see her.

 Rule (6): 
 When the past participle is used as a gradable 

adjective, 'very' can be used before it (= past 
participle); as,

(1)  It was a very shocked expression. 
(2)  She looked very surprised. 
(3)  It was a very frightened animal.
 Note: 
 Both 'Too' and 'Very' are used before some 

adjectives. But their meanings are different. The 
adverb— 'too' has an undesirable meaning while the 
adverb—Very' has desirable meaning.

 Too + Adjective   Very + Adjective 
 1. He is too tall. 
 (He is taller than  1. He is very tall. 
 he should be.)      (He is tall in a high degree.)
 2. She is too slim.  2. She is very slim.
 (She is slimmer than she should be)   (-She is slim in  

    a high degree.) 
 3. It is too cold.   3. It is very cold.
  (It is colder than           (It is cold in a high degree.)
 it should be.)
C.   Use of 'Much'
 Rule (1): 
 'Much' is used in the sense of ‘Very' before the 

adjective of comparative degree; as,
 She is much more beautiful than her sister. (correct)
  She is very more beautiful than her sister. (x)
 The air is much hotter today than yesterday. (correct)
  The air is very hotter today than yesterday. (x)
 Note : 
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 (i) 'Very' is not used before comparative degree.
 (ii) 'Very much' is used before comparative degree; as. 
 He is very much better than you.
 Ambar is very much wiser than Neeraj. 
 Rule (2): 
 The structure—'Much + the + superlative degree' is 

used in English language; as,
 He is much the tallest boy. (correct)
 He is the much tallest boy. (x)
 She was much the wisest woman. (correct)
 She was the much wisest woman. (x)
 Note: 
 The structure—'The + Much + superlative degree' is 

not used in English language.
 Rule (3): 
 'Much' is used before past participle to emphasize it; as,
 He was much annoyed at your behaviour.               (correct)
 He was very annoyed at your behaviour.               (wrong) 
 Note: 
 (i) 'Very'  is generally not used before past participle;
 (ii) 'Very much' is used before past participle to 

emphasize it; as,
 He was very much admired. 
 Rule (4): 
 'Much' is used to modify the verb, but ‘very' is not 

used to modify it (= the verb); as,
 He likes it much. (Correct)
 He likes it very. (wrong)
 Note : 'Very much' is used to modify the verb; as, 
 I love you very much. 
 I thank you very much.
D.  Use of 'Too much'
 Rule (1): 
 In the phrase—'Too much', 'Too' is an adverb and 

'much' is an adjective. 'Too much' is used before a 
noun;

 as,

 He has too much difficulty. (correct)
 He has much too difficulty. (x)
 Note : 'Much too' is not used before a noun.
E.  Use of 'Much Too'
 Rule(l): 
 In the phrase—'Much too', 'Much' is an adverb and 

'Too' is also an adverb. 'Much Too' is used before an 
adjective; as,

 He is much too jealous. (correct) 
 He is too much jealous. (x)
 It is much too painful. (correct) 
 It is too much painful.         (x)
 Note: 'Toomuch' is not used before an adjective.
F.  Use of 'Only Too'
 Rule (1): 
 'Only too' is used in the sense of 'very' (=Ina high 

degree) before good or bad qualities expressing 
adjectives; as,

 Rima is only too beautiful. (correct)
 Meaning : Rima is very beautiful.
 Rima is too only beautiful. (x)
 My father-in-law is only too unhappy. (correct) 
 Meaning: My father-in-law is very unhappy.
 My father-in-law is too only unhappy. (x)
G.  Use of 'None Too'
 Rule (1):
 'None Too' is used in the sense of 'not very' before 

good or bad qualities expressing adjectives; as.
 He is none too good. (correct) 
 Meaning: He is not very good.      
 He is too none good.     (x)
 You are none too bad.  (correct) 
 Meaning: You are not very bad.
 You are too none bad.    (x)
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