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Hello aspirants,
So let’s discuss ‘Subject Verb Agreement’’ today, so do you know what 'SYNTAX' actually is? It 
is nothing but the helping verbs or main verbs that are followed by the subject accordingly, Say, 
Gita is my friend here the use of 'is' has been done because of she, the subject.
Eg. They are my teachers. Here 'are' is used in accordance with the subject 'they'.Make sure 
the reading of this study note should be done very creatively, for that you need to imbibe certain 
rules as well.

SYNTAX

 Although you are probably already familiar with 
basic subject-verb agreement, this chapter begins 
with a quick review of basic agreement rules. To 
better understand the rules you first have to have 
a tight grip over nouns, prepositions and verbs.

 The subject and verb must agree in number: 
both must be singular, or both must be plural. 
Problems occur in the present tense because one 
must add an -s or -es at the end of the verb when 
the subjects or the entity performing the action is 
a singular third person: he, she, it, or words for 
which these pronouns could substitute.Thus, if a 
subject is singular, its verb must also be singular; 
if a subject is plural, its verb must also be plural.

 In the present tense, nouns and verbs form plurals 
in opposite ways: nouns ADD an ‘s’ to the 
singular form; verbs REMOVE the ‘s’ from the 
singular form.

 Notice the difference between singular and 
plural forms in the following examples:                 

 These agreement rules do not apply to verbs used 
in the simple past tense without any helping verbs.

 The agreement rules do, however, apply to the 
following helping verbs when they are used with 
a main verb: is-are, was-were, has-have, does-do.

       

           

        

          

 The agreement rules do not apply to has-
have when used as the SECOND helping verb in a 
pair. 
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 They do NOT apply to any other helping verbs, 
such as can, could, shall, should, may, might, will, 
would, must.

               

 The subject-verb agreement rules apply to all 
personal pronouns except I and you, which, 
although SINGULAR, require PLURAL forms of 
verbs.

   

   

•	 You will not find the subject in a modifying 
phrase (MP), a phrase that starts with a 
preposition, a gerund, or a relative pronoun and 
that modifies the meaning of the noun or subject 
under discussion.

The group of students is going on a field trip.

Subject: the group
MP: of 
students

Verb: is

The survey covering seven colleges reveals a 
growth in enrollment.

Subject: the 
survey

MP: covering 
seven colleges

Verb: 
reveals

The speaker whom you saw at the lecture is one 
of the state senators from Minnesota.

Subject: the 
speaker

MP: whom 
you saw at the 

lecture
Verb: is

•	 If subjects are joined by and, they are 
considered plural.

The quarterback and the coach are having a 
conference.

Subject: the 
quarterback and the 

coach
Verb: are having

 The remainder of this teaching unit deals with 
some more advanced subject-verb agreement 
rules and with exceptions to the original subject-
verb agreement rule

 Compound Subject

 The word  “compound” means “made up of 
two or more parts.”  Two or more words can be 
compounded or linked by joining them with any 
of three words:

                                                

 Or and nor as joiners work somewhat differently 
from and.  While the word and seems to ADD 
things together, or and nor do not.  They suggest a 
CHOICE.
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 Look at this sentence.

                   

 This sentence makes use of a compound 
subject (two subject nouns joined together 
by or).  Each part of the compound subject 
(ranger, camper) is singular.  Even though 
both words function together as subject (joined 
by or), the subject still remains SINGULAR 
(ranger or camper) since a CHOICE is implied.

 This compound subject, therefore, requires 
a singular verb to agree with it.

 Here are some examples of compounding:

              

 Compound nouns can function as a “compound 
subject.”  In some instances, a compound subject 
poses special problems for the subject-verb 
agreement rule (+s, -s).

              

 However, instead of using two sentences (as 
above), we may choose to give the above 
information in one sentence.

                      

 This sentence makes use of a compound 
subject (two subject nouns joined 
by and), illustrating a new rule about subject-verb 
agreement.

 Although each part of the compound subject 
is singular (ranger and camper), taken together 
(joined by and), each one becomes a part of 
a plural structure and, therefore, must take 
a plural verb (see) to agree in the sentence.

 RULE- Two or more SINGULAR subjects 
joined by or (or nor) act as a singular compound 
subject and, therefore, take a singular verb to 
agree.

 Note:  Two or more plural subjects joined 
by or (or nor) would naturally take a plural verb 
to agree.

                          

1.       If the individual parts of the compound subject 
are joined by and, always use a plural verb.

                        

2.       If the individual parts of the compound subject are 
joined by or or nor, use the verb form (singular or 
plural) which will agree with the subject closer to 
the verb.
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 Group Nouns

 Some nouns which name groups can be either 
singular or plural depending upon their meaning in 
individual sentences.

 

 Because they can describe either the individuals in 
the group (more than one Â– plural), or the group 
as a single entity (one only Â– singular), these 
nouns pose special problems.

 However, there are some guidelines for deciding 
which verb form (singular or plural) to use with 
one of these nouns as the subject in a sentence.

 If we refer to the group as a whole and, therefore, 
as a single unit, we consider the noun singular.  In 
this case, we use a singular verb. 

                  

 If, on the other hand, we are actually referring to 
the individuals within the group, then we consider 
the noun plural.  In this case, we use a plural verb.

         

 Of course group nouns, like other nouns, can also 
appear in plural forms (with an s).

         

 When used in the plural form, group nouns mean 
MORE THAN ONE GROUP.  Thus, it uses a 
plural verb.

         

 Thus, there are three important subject Â– verb 
agreement rules to remember when a group noun 
is used as the subject:

1.       Group nouns can be considered as a single unit, 
and, thus, take a singular verb.

2.     Group nouns can be considered as individual 
members within a single unit and, thus, take 
a plural verb.

3.       Group nouns can be given plural forms to mean two 
or more units and, thus, take a plural verb. 

 Plural Form / Singular Meaning Nouns

 Some nouns are regularly plural in form, but 
singular in meaning.
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 Even though these nouns APPEAR to be plural 
because they end in s, they actually refer to 
only one thing made up of smaller, uncounted 
parts.  Therefore, they are considered singular.

          

 You can see that substituting that 
pronoun it instead of they makes more sense here.

 Another group of plural form nouns end in –ics.

            

 Similarly, it is a more suitable substitute for any 
of these words than is they.

 These nouns appear to be plural (end in s), 
but generally refer to only one thing and are, 
therefore, generally considered singular.

          

 NOTE:  Occasionally, however, the –ics nouns 
can have a plural meaning:  We can speak about 
individual parts of these wholes.  In this case, we 
apply the same rule as applies to group nouns 
when we consider the individual members within 
the group. We use a plural verb.

 Note the difference in meaning and, therefore, in 
the verb chosen (singular or plural) between the 
two uses of the –ics noun, statistics.

            

 Indefinite pronouns can pose special problems in 
subject– verb agreement.

 The difficulty is that some indefinite pronouns 
sound plural when they are really singular.

 As subjects, the following indefinite pronouns 
ALWAYS take singular verbs.  Look at them 
closely.

         

                         

 However, the following indefinite pronouns 
ALWAYS take plural verbs.
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 EXCEPTIONS:

 A third group of indefinite pronouns takes either a 
singular or plural verb depending on the pronoun's 
meaning in the sentence.  Look at them closely.

          

           

  So far we have considered subjects 
that can cause subject-verb agreement 
confusion: compound subjects, group noun  
subjects, plural form-singular meaning  subjects, 
and indefinite subjects.

 The remainder of this teaching unit examines 
subject Â– verb agreement problems that can 
result from word placement in sentences.  There 
are four main problems: prepositional 
phrases, clauses beginning with who, that, 
or which, sentences beginning with here or there, 
and questions.

          

             

 Here is a list of frequently used prepositions:                

 A prepositional phrase may be placed between 
the subject and verb.



[9]

STUDY NOTES FOR BANK AND OTHER EXAMS 

Write us : content @mahendras.org myshop.mahendras.orgwww.mahendraguru.comwww.mahendras.org

          

 In the above example, the singular verb is agrees 
with the singular subject boy.

 Sometimes, however, a prepositional phrase 
inserted between the subject and verb makes 
agreement more difficult.

          

 Car is the singular subject.  Was is the singular 
helping verb which agrees with car.  If we 
arenÂ’t careful, however, we may mistakenly 
label riders as the subject since it is nearer to 
the verb than car is.  If we choose the plural 
noun, riders, we will incorrectly select the plural 
verb were.

          

 Solution to the Prepositional Phrase Problem

1.       Learn the major prepositions

2.       Be alert for prepositional phrases placed between 
the subject and verb, and identify the noun in the 
phrase immediately as the object of a preposition: 
An object of a preposition can NEVER be 
a sentence subject.

3.       Locate the true sentence subject and choose a verb 
which agrees with it.

           

4.       Remember the indefinite pronoun EXCEPTIONS, 
Some, Any, None, All, and Most.  The number 
of these subject words is affected by a prepositional 
phrase between the subject and verb.

 A clause beginning with who, that, or which and 
coming BETWEEN the subject and verb can 
cause agreement problems.

 Like the prepositional phrase, the who / that / 
which clause never contains the subject.

         

 TO AVOID SUBJECT - VERB 
AGREEMENT ERRORS-

1.       Identify who / that / which clauses immediately.
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2.   Locate the true sentence subject and choose a verb 
that agrees with it.

          

 When a sentence begins with there is – there 
are / here is – here are, the subject and verb are 
inverted.  After all that you have learned already, 
you will undoubtedly find this topic a relatively 
easy one!

                      

 The verb in such constructions is 
obviously is or are.  The subject, however, 
does not come BEFORE the verb.

 Instead, the subject in this kind of sentence comes 
AFTER the verb, so you must look for it AFTER 
the verb. 

           

 In this example, because the subject, book, is 
singular, the verb must also be singular.

 If the subject is plural, however, then the verb 
must be plural.

         

 In this example, because the subject, books, is 

plural, the verb is also plural.

 Remember: In here is – here are / there is – there 
are constructions, look for the subject AFTER the 
verb and choose a singular (is) or a plural (are) 
verb to agree with the subject.

 And finally, sometimes creating a question will 
cause the subject to follow the verb as well. Here, 
identify the subject and then choose the verb that 
agrees with it (singular or plural).
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1.  When the subject of a sentence is composed of 
two or more nouns or pronouns connected by and, 
use a plural verb.

 She and her friends are at the fair.
2.  When two or more singular nouns or pronouns are 

connected by or or nor, use a singular verb.
 The book or the pen is in the drawer.
3.  When a compound subject contains both a singular 

and a plural noun or pronoun joined by or or nor, 
the verb should agree with the part of the subject 
that is nearer the verb.

 The boy or his friends run every day.
 His friends or the boy runs every day.
4.  Doesn't is a contraction of does not and should 

be used only with a singular subject. Don't is a 
contraction of do not and should be used only 
with a plural subject. The exception to this rule 
appears in the case of the first person and second 
person pronouns I and you. With these pronouns, 
the contraction don't should be used.

 He doesn't like it.
 They don't like it.
5.  Do not be misled by a phrase that comes between 

the subject and the verb. The verb agrees with the 
subject, not with a noun or pronoun in the phrase.

 One of the boxes is open
 The people who listen to that music are few.
 The team captain, as well as his players, is anxious.
 The book, including all the chapters in the first 

section, is boring.
 The woman with all the dogs walks down my 

street.
 Note:  
 The word dollars is a special case. When talking 

about an amount of money, it requires a singular 
verb, but when referring to the dollars themselves, 
a plural verb is required.

 Five dollars is a lot of money.
 Dollars are often used instead of rubles in Russia.
10.  Collective nouns are words that imply more 

than one person but that are considered singular 
and take a singular verb, such as group, team, 
committee, class, and family.

 The team runs during practice.
 The committee decides how to proceed.
 The family has a long history.

 My family has never been able to agree.
 The crew is preparing to dock the ship.
 This sentence is referring to the individual efforts 

of each crew member.
11.  Expressions such as with, together with, including, 

accompanied by, in addition to, or as well do not 
change the number of the subject. If the subject is 
singular, the verb is too.

 The President, accompanied by his 
wife, is traveling to India.

 All of the books, including yours, are in that box.
 Rule:  
 A subject will come before a phrase beginning 

with of. This is a key rule for understanding 
subjects. The word of is the culprit in 
many, perhaps most, subject-verb mistakes. 
Hasty writers, speakers, readers, and listeners 
might miss the all-too-common mistake in the 
following sentence:

 Incorrect: 
 A bouquet of yellow roses lend color and fragrance 

to the room.
 Correct: 
 A bouquet of yellow roses lends . . . (bouquet 

lends, not roses lend)
 Rule. 
 Two singular subjects connected by or, either/

or, or neither/nor require a singular verb.
 Examples:
 My aunt or my uncle is arriving by train today. 

Neither Juan nor Carmen is available. 
Either Kiana or Casey is helping today with stage 
decorations.

 Rule . 
 The verb in an or, either/or, or neither/nor sentence 

agrees with the noun or pronoun closest to it.
 Examples:
 Neither the plates nor the 

serving bowl goes on that shelf. 
Neither the serving bowl nor the plates go on that 
shelf.

 This rule can lead to bumps in the road. For 
example, if I is one of two (or more) subjects, it 
could lead to this odd sentence:

 Awkward: Neither she, my friends, nor I am 
going to the festival.
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 If possible, it's best to reword such grammatically 
correct but awkward sentences.

 Better:
 Neither she, I, nor my friends are going to the festival. 

   OR
 She, my friends, and I are not going to the festival.
 Rule . 
 As a general rule, use a plural verb with two or 

more subjects when they are connected by and.
 Example: 
 A car and a bike are my means of transportation.
 But note these exceptions:
 Exceptions:
 Breaking and entering is against the law. 

The bed and breakfast was charming.
 Rule . 
 Parentheses are not part of the subject.
 Example: 
 Garima (and her trusty mutt) was always welcome.
 If this seems awkward, try rewriting the sentence.
 Rule . 
 In sentences beginning with here or there, the true 

subject follows the verb.
 Examples:
 There are five hurdles to jump.
 There is a high hurdle to jump.
 Here are the keys.
 The word there's, a contraction of there is, leads 

to bad habits in informal sentences like There's 
a lot of people here today, because it's easier to 
say "there's" than "there are." Take care never to 
use there's with a plural subject.

 Rule . 
 Use a singular verb with distances, periods of 

time, sums of money, etc., when considered as a 
unit.

 Examples:
 Three miles is too far to walk.
 Five years is the maximum sentence for that offense. 

Ten dollars is a high price to pay.
 BUT
 Ten dollars (i.e., dollar bills) were scattered on the 

floor.
 Rule . 
 With words that indicate portions—e.g., a lot, a 

majority, some, all—Rule 1 given earlier in this 

section is reversed, and we are guided by the 
noun after of. If the noun after of is singular, use a 
singular verb. If it is plural, use a plural verb.

 Examples:
 A lot of the pie has disappeared.
 A lot of the pies have disappeared.
 A third of the city is unemployed.
 A third of the people are unemployed.
 All of the pie is gone.
 All of the pies are gone.
 Some of the pie is missing.
 Some of the pies are missing.
 Rule . 
 With collective nouns such as group,  jury, family,  

audience, population, the verb might be singular 
or plural, depending on the writer's intent.

 Examples:
 All of my family has arrived OR have arrived.
 Most of the jury is here OR are here.
 A third of the population was not in favor OR  

were not in favor of the bill.
  Shouldn't Joe be followed by was, not were, given 

that Joe is singular? But Joe isn't actually here, so 
we say were, not was. The sentence demonstrates 
the subjunctive mood, which is used to express 
things that are hypothetical, wishful, imaginary, 
or factually contradictory. The subjunctive mood 
pairs singular subjects with what we usually think 
of as plural verbs.

 Examples:
 I wish it were Sunday.
 Sarika  requested that she raise her hand.
 Normally, he raise would sound terrible to us. 

However, in the second example, where a request 
is being expressed, the subjunctive mood is correct. 
Note: The subjunctive mood is losing ground in 
spoken English but should still be used in formal 
speech and writing.

 When a collective noun is used
 When regarded as a unit, collective nouns, as well 

as noun phrases denoting quantity, take singular 
verbs.

 The whole family is active.
 (Family is a collective noun regarded as a unit.)
 The family have met their various obligations.
 (The individuals of the family are regarded 
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separately.)
 A thousand bushels is a good yield.
 (a quantity or unit)
 A thousand bushels were crated.
 (individual bushels)
 When a relative pronoun is used as a subject of an 

adjective clause
 A relative pronoun ("who," "which," or "that") 

used as a subject of an adjective clause takes either 
a singular or plural verb in order to agree with its 
antecedent.

 A vegetable that contains DDT can be harmful.
 (Adjective clause modifying the singular noun 

"vegetable.")
 Vegetables that contain DDT can be harmful.
 (Adjective clause modifying the plural noun 

"vegetables.")
 Mary is one of the students who have done honor 

to the college.
 (Adjective clause modifies the plural noun 

"students." "Students" is the antecedent of "who."
 In the above sentence Mary is just one of the 

students. So at least two students have done honor 
to the college.

 Compare that to:
 Mary is the only one of our students who has 

achieved national recognition.

 In this case, "one," not "students," is the 
 antecedent of "who."
 Compare to the sentence above:
 Of all our students, Mary is the only one who has 

achieved national recognition.
 In sentences beginning with there is or there are, 

the subject follows the verb. Since there is not the 
subject, the verb agrees with what follows.

 Example: 
 There is a book.
 Example: 
 There are many books.
 Collective nouns are words that imply more than 

one person but are considered singular and take 
a singular verb. Some examples are group, team, 
committee, family, and class.

 Example:
 The group meets every week.
 Example: 
 The committee agrees on the quality of the writing.
 However, the plural verb is used if the focus is 

on the individuals in the group. This is much less 
common.

 Example: 
 The committee participate in various volunteer 

activities in their private lives.
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