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  Reading Comprehension is the one of the complex 

section wherein you will be tested on your vocab-

ulary, absorption and comprehension of the lan-

guage. Unseen Passage is the ultimate test of your 

language skills.

 For the benefit of focused bank apirant like you, 

mahendraGuru present top Unseen Pasages with 

questions and answer keys.

 Passage - 1

 The issue of road rage requires serious attention. 

Day by day, it is becoming a great concern. Call it 

the negligence of the government or the rashness of 

the drivers, the underlying fact is that at the end of 

the day, the common man is the one who suffers the 

most. The commoner driving a two-wheeler who 

is hit by a speeding SUV, even though the former 

was following the traffic rules, has nowhere to go 

in order to seek redressal for his grievances or his 

injury. A recent case in point is the accident caused 

by the speeding luxury car owned by Hema Malini. 

A family of four driving a modest Alto was hit by 

the overspeeding car driven by the actress’s driver. 

It resulted in the death of the youngest child of 

the family and several injuries to the other family 

members. To add insult to injury, Malini posted 

negative comments on a famous social networking 

website.

 Part of the problem lies with the attitude and 

mentality of the driver behind the steering wheel. 

The car is a personal vehicle and one possesses 

the freedom to drive it independently and at one’s 

own will. But one must understand that the road on 

which one drives is open to the public. This blurring 

of the dichotomy between the public and the private 

leads to reckless behaviour on the roads. Respect for 

the elderly and pedestrians, so common in countries 

abroad, is a thing of rarity to be found in our land. 

A little consideration to road rules and adoption of 

simple safety measures such as fastening of the seat 

belt, can go a long way in reducing this menace.

 Questions:

Q 1  Suggest a suitable title to the passage.

Q 2  Why does the common man suffer grievously in 

instances of road rage?

Q 3  What should the driver understand?

Q 4  What is the solution to this problem of road rage?

 Answer key:

A 1.  "Road Rage", “Menace on Indian Roads”

A 2.  Due to the absence of immediate grievance redressal 

mechanisms

A 3.  The driver should not overstep the line which 

separates the public and the private, by respecting 

others on the road and not blindly giving in to 

speeding etc.

A 4.  Inculcating a sense of respect for the elderly and the 

pedestrians, adopting simple safety measures such 

as utilising the seat belt.

Passage - 2

 The art of academic writing is not easy to master. 

It is a formal skill, which requires precision and 

accuracy, and is perfected by continuous and 
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dedicated practice. Academic writing is the skilful 

exposition and explanation of an argument, which 

the writer has carefully researched and developed 

over a sustained period of time. It is a time-

consuming activity and demands patience and 

perseverance. But the joy of reading and sharing 

with others, one’s succinctly composed piece of 

argument, is incomparable.

 Before beginning to write, the writer must ask 

himself a few questions – Why am I writing? 

What is it that I intend to share with others? What 

purpose will my writing serve? Have I read enough 

about the topic or theme about which I am going to 

write? If one is hesitant to answer even one of the 

aforementioned questions, one better not write at 

all! Because academic writing is a serious activity – 

it makes one part of a shared community of readers 

and writers who wish to disseminate and learn from 

well-argued pieces of writing.

 The structure of an argumentative essay should 

take the form of – Introduction (which should be 

around ten percent of the entire essay), Body (it 

should constitute eighty percent of the piece) and 

the Conclusion (again, ten per cent of the essay). 

The introduction should function as the hook which 

draws the reader in and holds his attention, the 

body should include cogent and coherently linked 

paragraphs and the conclusion should re-state the 

argument and offer a substantial ending to the piece.

Questions:

Q 1  What is academic writing?

Q 2  Why is reading an important part of writing?

Q 3  Why should one ask oneself the questions mentioned 

in the second passage?

Q 4  What are the components of the structure of an 

argumentative essay?

 Answer key:

A 1. Academic writing is the skilful exposition and 

explanation of an argument, which the writer has 

carefully researched and developed over a sustained 

period of time

A 2.  Reading about one’s chosen topic or theme is 

important since it tells the reader about what has 

already been argued. It depicts the awareness of 

other arguments.

A 3. One must ask oneself certain questions before writing 

in order to get a sense of clarity about one’s purpose 

behind writing.

A 4.  The parts – Introduction, Body, Conclusion

Passage – 3

 Today’s world can truly be called a “society of the 

spectacle”, a phrase that the French sociologist and 

thinker Guy de Bord used decades earlier. Every act 

of lived experience has today become a spectacle. 

It would be a little incorrect to say that this craze 

for spectacle-izing everything that occurs around 

us is a recent phenomenon. If one had watched The 

Pirates of The Caribbean movies, one would realise 

that even in the late eighteenth century, executions 

were public events - a large portion of the populace 
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would gather around the site of the hanging in the 

city square in order to see justice being meted out 

in front of their very own eyes. It was also a form of 

popular entertainment. It was a sort of a collective 

public blood-letting.

 The spectacle that the contemporary society has 

become is an overwhelming experience. One enters 

into a restaurant, orders an exotic dish – but the 

proof of having eaten it doesn’t exist until tons of 

photographs are clicked from varied angles and 

shared on social networking sites, one goes for a 

holiday to a calm and serene location, but is all the 

while busy telling the world about it. It as if one 

has to document every moment of one’s existence. 

When does one live that moment then? Perhaps it is 

in the documentation that one survives these days!

Questions:

Q 1  What is the “Society of the spectacle”?

Q 2  Is it a recent occurrence?

Q 3  Do we really ‘live’ moments now?

Q 4  Besides documentation, what is the other function 

of the spectacle?

 Answer key:
A 1  Every act of lived experience has today become a 

spectacle

A 2  No, as the example states, it is not a recent 

phenomenon

A 3  No, we only document moments now

A 4  The spectacle is also a form of popular entertainment

Passage – 4

 Surveillance has increased manifold since the 9/11 

terror attacks on the World Trade Centre in the 

U.S. This increase in surveillance today shapes the 

relationship between the state and the individual. 

The state keeps an eye on its citizens, thereby 

positing each and every citizen as a potential 

wrong-doer. For instance, the proliferation of the 

CCTV cameras in streets, restaurants and in every 

imaginable public space. Infact, the camera need 

not even be functional in order to make the citizens 

behave themselves – its mere presence is enough 

to scare the citizens into submission. Such is the 

power of the mere potential of surveillance.

 Surveillance studies have shown that these 

techniques might not be too effective at all 

times,citizens might feign decent behaviour in order 

to avoid themselves from getting into a tussle with 

the law of the land. But it does not assure the state 

of the reformation in the attitude of the citizens. It 

is a mere eye-wash. It works only when the citizen 

truly desires to transform his or her attitude and 

adopt decency in all walks of life.

 The act of constant surveillance makes the state 

a voyeur – a person who derives pleasure from 

watching events unfold in a secretive manner. A 

recent case in point would be the raid on a hotel in 

the so-called cosmopolitan city of Mumbai where 

young couples were consensually residing. The 

state has today entered the bed-room. And this is an 

unhealthy proposition!
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Questions:

Q 1  What is the effect of the state’s surveillance on the 

individual?

Q 2  Does the CCTV need to be functional all the time?

Q 3  Why is surveillance not effective always?

Q 4  When is surveillance really effective?

 Answer key:

A 1  It views each individual as a potential wrong-does

A 2  No, the mere presence is enough

A 3  Because citizens might adopt a fake decent attitude

A 4  When citizens really wish to conform to the rules

Passage – 5

 India is a secular, democratic nation. This implies 

that every religion is treated equally and at par with 

every other religion. No religion is accorded any 

preferential treatment of any kind. All citizens are 

also free to practice, preach or profess any religion 

of their choosing. The state does not have a unified 

or homogeneous religious following

 This unique characteristic of India ensures its unity 

in diversity. India has been the birthplace of several 

religions and is the land where all these religions 

- such as Hinduism, Christianity, Buddhism, 

Sikhism, Zoroastrianism, Jainism and so on exist 

simultaneously, peacefully and harmoniously.

 But, some anti-social elements have interpreted the 

sanctity of religions in a twisted way. No religion 

preaches violence or rioting. All the religions are but 

various ways to reach the Supreme Being, they are 

paths which lead to the ultimate truth and salvation, 

though we refer to the destination by various names 

such as Jesus, Krishna, Buddha. Allah and so on. 

It is important to realize that in order to ensure a 

peaceful mosaic of cultural distinctness, the path of 

non-violence or ahimsa, as given by the Father of the 

nation, must be followed unwaveringly.

 God created man in his own image. Hence, it follows 

naturally that there is some divinity within all 

human beings. Thus, to kill and murder in the name 

of religion is blasphemy. Only once the religious 

fanatics understand this, will there be perpetual 

peace in the land.

Questions:

Q 1  What is meant by the term "Secular"?

Q 2  What is special about India's association with 

religion?

Q 3  Why are human beings divine?

Q 4  How can all religions co-exist peacefully?

 Answer key:

A 1  Secular - there is no state religion, all religions enjoy 

an equal importance

A 2  India has been the birthplace of several religions and 

here, all of them co-exist harmoniously

A 3  Because God created man in his own image

A 4  By adopting the path of non-violence or ahimsa

Passage - 6
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The Mona Lisa was one of Leonardo da 

Vinci'sfavourite paintings, and he carried it around 

with him until he died. Today it is regarded as the 

most famous painting in the world, and is viewed by 

thousands of people annually. Who is this painted 

figure? Many suggestions have been made, and the 

most likely candidate is Lisa Gherardini, the wife of 

a Florentine silk merchant.

 Another more likely, but popular theory, is that 

the painting was a self-portrait. There are certainly 

similarities between the facial features of the Mona 

Lisa and the artist's self-portrait painted many years 

later. Could this be the reason for Vinci giving the 

portrait such an enigmatic smile?

 Today, the ona Lisa looks rather sombre, in dull 

shades of brown and yellow. This is due to layer 

of varnish covering the paint, which has yellowed 

over the years. It is possible that the painting was 

once brighter and more colourful than it is now.

 The Mona Lisa was stolen from the Louvre in 

1911, by a former employee who believed that 

the painting belonged in Italy. The thief walked 

out of the gallery with the picture underneath his 

painter's smock. He was apprehended by the police 

two years later and the painting was returned to the 

Louvre, where it is placed even today.

Questions:

 State whether the following are true or false:

Q 1  The Mona Lisa is actually sombre-hued.

Q 2  Vinci's self-portrait has an enigmatic smile

Q 3  The varnish has yellowed the painting

Q 4  The painting is still placed in the Louvre, in Italy.

 Answers 

A 1  False (A layer of varnish, which has now become 

dull, has given it that appearance)

A 2  False (The Mona Lisa has an enigmatic smile)

A 3  True (The varnish has become dull, yellow. Since 

it covers the painitng, it has made its appearance 

yellow)

A 4  False. (it is in the Louvre in France)

Passage - 7

 In the Middle Ages, the Roman Church burned 

books that dared present contradictory view-points. 

Authors who failed to heed this warning risked 

being burned at stake.

 Though we no longer live in the Dark Ages, we are 

naturally disturbed by the burning of ArunShourie's 

book - Worshipping False Gods - by some members 

of parliament recently. They claimed that Shourie 

had twisted facts, misquoted Dr.Ambedkar, to make 

him appear anti-national, instigated prejudice and 

violence against the Dalits. And so they demanded 

a ban.

 The reasons given by the Roman Church for 

burning books and authors too, were disturbingly 

similar. The Church too professed to be a guardian 

of morality and order, and accused liberals from 

Galileo to Voltaire of twisting facts, hurting the 

sentiments of people, proclaiming untruths, sowing 

seeds of conflict and encouraging violence. Our 
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book-burning members of parliament may feel 

outraged by Shourie's book, but should remember 

that the Roman Church felt no less outraged in its 

time.

 The progress of civilisation lies in rising above 

such narrow outlook and honoring dissent. Voltaire 

once said - "I might disagree with what you say but 

I will defend to death your right to say it"

 Questions

 True or false:

Q 1  We live in the Middle Ages.

Q 2  Shourie had actually twisted facts

Q 3  Voltaire twisted facts

Q 1  4 Civilisation can progress by misquoting authors.

 Answers 

A 1  False (The act of burning of Shourie's book is 

similar to such practices in the Middle Ages)

A 2  False (It was Claimed that he had done so)

A 3  False (The Roman Church accused him of doing 

so)

A 4  False (Progress can be made by allowing dissent)

Passage - 8

 Indians as a community have always been known 

to be resourceful and hard-working, and it is clearly 

demonstrated by the students heading abroad for 

undergraduate or higher studies.

 More than ever before, the youth are switching 

over from a bank-loan to self-financing of their 

studies almost invariably from the second year if 

not within the first six months of joining a foreign 

university.

 Part-time jobs at gas stations, restaurants, kitchens, 

baby-sitting, car-cleaning, fruit-picking during the 

harvest season - nothing seems difficult to the able-

bodies youth.

 In the recent years, along with fees, the quantum 

of loans has gone up. Some banks have seen 

nearly 50% of their clients (mostly students) 

becoming self-sufficient after the first tranche 

of the loan allocated to them. Even the number 

of undergraduate students who reduce their 

dependence on institutional support is estimated to 

have grown by 20-25%

 Estimates have also revealed that while students 

do seek a loan for the entire spell of two to five 

years, depending on the programme that they 

have enrolled in, smarter children have invariably 

succeeded in bagging an assistantship or a part-time 

job which helps them to fund either completely or 

partially the remaining spell of their studies.

 Questions True or false:

Q 1  This passage discusses about all students studying 

abroad

Q 2  As soon as students join the university, funding no 

longer remains a problem

Q 3  The youth prefer jobs which can be easily done

Q 4  All students become self-sufficient after getting 

the loans
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Answers 

A 1  False (It discusses only Indians students)

A 2  False (Funding problems are solved within 6 

months to two years)

A 3  False (The able-bodied youth can take up any jobs)

A 4  False (Only 50% students become self-sufficient)

Passage - 9

 As we look forward to the bright future awaiting us, 

we must determine where our strengths lie. Much of 

the conventional analyses of India's position in the 

world relies on the all-too familiar indices of GDP, 

impressive economic growth rates and our military 

prowess. But if there is one attribute of independent 

India to which we have not yet paid much attention 

is its 'soft power'

 The notion of soft-power is relatively new. It was 

coined by Harvard's Joseph Nye to describe the 

extraordinary strengths of the United States that went 

well beyond the American military and economic 

dominance. The fact is that the U.S. is home to 

Boeing, Microsoft, Apple, Intel, MTV, Hollywood, 

Disneyland, Kodak and so on - in short, most of the 

major products that dominate daily life around the 

globe. This has ensured the maximisation of the soft 

power of the US - that is, the ability to attract and 

persuade others to adopt America's agenda, rather 

than relying purely on the coercive hard power of 

military force. Thus, this soft power is undoubtedly 

more important than the hard power.

 For India, it means paying attention to the aspects 

and products of our society that the world would find 

attractive - not in order to directly persuade others 

to support us but to enhance our country's standing 

in their eyes. Bollywood is doing a great deal in this 

direction by bringing entertainment home to people 

(the diaspora) in the U.S. and elsewhere. Indian 

classical music and dance have the same effect. So 

does the work of our fashion designers, chefs and 

cricketers.

 Questions - mark true or false

Q 1  Soft power has been in use in international 

discourse since a long time

Q 2  Soft power will ensure direct support to India

Q 3  Soft power is less effective in making the world 

accept America's agenda

Q 4 Bollywood is enhancing India's soft power

 Answers

A 1  False (It is a relatively new concept)

A 2  False (It will ensure indirect support)

A 3  False (Hard power,not soft power, is coercive, 

hence less effective)

A 4  True (by reaching Indians in others parts of the 

world)

 Passage - 10

 People do not always do the things we want them 

to do. No matter how reasonable or minimal our 

expectations may be, there are times when we are 

let down. Naturally, we feel upset and hurt when our 

expectations are not met. We dread confrontations 
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because they are unpleasant and can damage 

relationships. Yet not confronting a person does not 

solve the problem because unresolved issues also 

affect relationships in an adverse way. Actually, 

the real problem lies in our style of confrontation, 

not in the issue. Typically, we use character-based 

confrontations. They help in venting our anger and 

hurt, but that is the only thing they do. They lead 

to angry show-downs and bring all discussions to a 

grinding halt.

 It is important to remember that self-image is the 

most important possession of all human beings. It 

is the way we view and regard ourselves in our own 

eyes and in the eyes of others. As self-conscious 

beings, we are acutely aware of our image and 

constantly work towards protecting it from any 

damage.We also seek approval from others about 

our own self-image. We feel distraught if we sense 

that there is even a slight threat to our self image, 

because our character is the essence of our lives.

 To ensure a rational dialogue over dashed 

expectations, we need to deploy issue based 

confrontations. They involve an explanation of 

which actions have bothered us, in what manner and 

what changes we would like from the other person.
 Questions - true or false

Q 1  Confrontations damage our self-image

Q 2  Not confronting an issue helps in solving the 

problem

Q 2  Approval from others for our own self-image is not 

necessary

Q 4  Issue - based confrontations are an easier way out
 Answers 

A 1  True- confrontations tarnish our self image.

A 2  False - Confrontations are important, they help in 

resolving issues

A 3  False - We seek self-approval for our own self-

image

A 4  True- such confrontations ensure rational 

discussion
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